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HELL IN PARIS.

terrible fire in the Rue Jean Goujon, Paris, as far as 
Can be ascertained at the time of our going to press, 
'evolved a holocaust of some two hundred victims. It is 
e'°e  said that the number may amount to more than 
three hundred.

A hundred persons, at least, were burnt to death on the 
Sp°t. Many of the bodies are quite unrecognizable. There 
ar° heaps of scorched flesh impossible of identification, 

ver these mounds of human debris the eyes of grief look 
vain for traces of the loved and lost.
Among the victims are priests, nuns, aristocrats, fashion- 

'■ao ladies, and children. Fire burns whatever is com- 
istible. Calamity is no respecter of persons. Death is 
6 great democrat.
phis awful tragedy was touched with a streak of farce. 

110 terriblo was accompanied by the grotesque. Terror 
 ̂ pity wore mixed with the mean and sordid. While 
rave firemen were fighting heroically to quench tho flames 

save life, thieves were at work, hunting for watches, 
Jevvels, and stray coins.

The fire seems to have originated in a ridiculously simple 
fanner. A  nun lighted some spirit under a large toy 

"boon, which caught fire and ignited a lot of flimsy 
rapery; and in a few minutes the great wooden structure, 

containing eighteen hundred persons, was a seething furnace.
hat great effects from little causes spring ! Tho great 

co of Chicago is said to have been caused by a testy cow 
at kicked over a spirit-lamp in a stable.
The huge wooden structure in which tho firo occurrod 

at* been lent for the purpose of a Charity Bazaar by 
. • Michel Heine, ono of tho richest bankers in Paris. It 

a bitter irony of the catastrophe that its victims were 
jngaged in an act of mercy. They were raising money 
cr the poor and suffering when they met their fate. This 
°Ws the calm indifference of Nature to man’s intentions 

an,l aspirations. She is neither moral nor immoral, but 
’’ "moral—in other words, she acts in certain unalterable 

y«» a"d  never swerves for sinner or saint, 
bo same fact has to be faced by tho theologian as 

^  as by tho materialist. Whatever power is behind 
ature acts as she does, and is responsible for her opera- 
"s. There is no special providence, no benign, dis- 
minating power watching over human affairs. A 
son bent on charity is burnt to death, and a healthy 
et searches his roasted body for plunder.

°w many men and women caught in that fiery death- 
P cried to God for help ! How many lifted supplicating 
8 to heaven ! The only answer to their prayer was the 

!j ’ ng of the serpents of flame.
< o news of this horrible fire at Paris sonds a thrill of 
*ish0t tkrougb the civilized world. Many strong men will 
tend ^eon ^ ere k° render assistance. Many
for Cr 'vomen will shed tears of unavailing pity. Paris is 

a time a city of mourning, and the newspapers in every 
^o. 824.

other capital devote columns to the details of this shocking
disaster.

Strange to say, however, the vast majority of the people 
who will be pained by reading of the fate of those victims 
of the fire at Paris believe, or profess to believe, in an ever
lasting hell beyond the grave, in which the God, whom they 
call Father, will burn billions of his own children. He will 
keep them alive by a perpetual miracle to suffer eternally. 
They will be always burning, but never consumed. The 
smoke of their torment will ascend for ever and ever. No 
drop of water will ever fall upon their blistered tongues. 
Their bursting eyeballs will roll over a scene of endless and 
unmitigated agony. All their veins, as Spurgeon said, will 
be roads for the feet of pain to travel on, and every nerve 
a string on which the Devil shall for ever play his diabolical 
tune of Hell’s unutterable lament.

We take it that tho belief in hell is not real and sincere, 
as it once was. People have grown too sensitive to enter
tain this doctrine in its native deformity. When they did
believe it in downright earnest, they were cruel and callous. 
Tho sight of pain did not make them blench. They saw 
heretics burnt at tho stake with a certain malignant 
pleasure. The spectacle was better than a stage tragedy, 
inasmuch as it was real. The victim wiithod with actual 
pain, and groaned with actual agony. It was easy for the 
crowds who witnessed such infernal deeds on earth to 
believe in more infernal deeds hereafter. There was 
nothing shocking or illogical in believing that the God 
who authorized such cruelties in this world would provide 
oven worso cruelties in tho world to come.

The doctrine of Hell, however, is still a part of the 
creed of all the Churches, and it is taught in the Chris
tian scriptures, from which it cannot be eliminated by the 
most dishonest arts of interpretation. Wo are there
fore justified in asking tho clergy whether, in tho 
light of their faith, it is not ridiculous to be moved 
by this catastrophe at Paris. Two hundred poople, say, 
are burnt to death in a few minutes; what is that to billions 
of poople being burnt alive for billions of billions of years 
— their agony even then being only at it3 beginning 1 Why 
strain at gnats and swallow camels 1 Why inculcate pity 
only to heighten our sensitiveness to suffering 1 Why 
heap the fuel of compassion upon the firo of hell 1

Tho doctrine of hell existed before Christianity. It 
comes to us from tho far-off days of savagery, when men 
delighted in cruelty and made it an attribute of their gods. 
This doctrine is seen by the Churches to bo a deadweight 
upon modern Christianity, and all sorts of attempts are 
made to explain it away. Either the fire is allegorical, or 
hell is a place of purgation and not of everlasting punish
ment. Profossor Mivart goes to the length of saying 
that Hell is a place of happiness; not supremely 
happy, like heaven, but as happy as any reasonable sinner 
can imagine. All that these devices prove is, that tho 
doctrine of hell is perishing, and that the Churches fear 
thoy will perish with it.

G. W . FOOTE.
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POSITIVISM AND THE WORSHIP OF HUMANITY.*

“  Reorganization without god or king by the systematic worship 
of Hum anity.” —A . Comte.
I f  Positivism has made little way in England, it is not for 
want of ability in its advocates, some of whom are known 
wherever English literature penetrates. Even at Newcastle 
the Church of Humanity, in the person of the author of 
the address before us, has a teacher of exceptionally 
cultured mind and fine feeling, one fitted to become a 
centre of light and leading anywhere.

I do not propose to enter here upon the aspects and 
prospects of Positivism, save so far as they arise from a 
consideration of the address before me. If, like Balaam, 
I set out to ban, I should be compelled to bless, for its 
fundamental feature commands the allegiance of my mind 
and heart. I cordially concur that those emancipated from 
the trammels of superstition must substitute the needed 
love and service of man for the vain worship of a god. 
Aureste, the controversy between Secularists and Positivists 
concerns mainly words and forms. Positivism clings to 
the old tainted names. It will have “ religion” and 
“  prayer,” though by religion it means merely a community 
of feeling, thought, and effort with the life of our fellows; 
“  reorganization without God or king by the systematic 
worship of humanity”; the devotion of heart, mind, and 
will to the service of others. And its prayer looks not to 
any aid from heaven or the interruption of the orderly 
working of the universe, but is the aspiration which puts 
us in communion with the best of every age and clime. 
"When Comte says, “  L’ homrne devient de plus en plus 
religieux” ( “ Man tends to become more and more religious ”), 
he appears to be at the opposite pole to M. Guyau, the 
author of L’Irreligion de V Avenir— “ The Irreligion of the 
Future.” Yet these two thinkers really had much in 
common.

I will not dispute with Comtists about words, though I 
may about methods. They speak much of continuity. But 
there is little continuity between the gas and the candle, 
or between the electric light and gas. The forces which 
tend to conservatism and continuity are strong enough to 
take care of themselves. Iu sociology, as in biology, there 
is also needed the force that makes the serpent slough its 
skin, and tke incubated chicken liberate itself from its 
shell.

Mr. Quin says: “  The worship of the god Christ is 
to-day as dead as was the worship of Jupiter when it was 
ridiculed by Saint Augustine.” He justly observes :—

“ It is not always easy to see when a great religious 
system is dead. It appears to have vitality and force 
long after it has ceased to have any commanding 
influence over the life of man. To measure it and 
estimate it aright, we must judge it by definite tests 
and on a great scale. The religion of the ancient world 
continued to be the religion of the people even when 
it had become a jest to the thinkers of Rom e; it re
mained the religion of the country when it had ceased 
to be the religion of the town. Three hundred years 
after the worship of Christ was first proclaimed in the 
Roman Empire men still met together in temples erected 
to Jupiter and Apollo.”

He might have gone further, and shown that Paganism 
lingered throughout Europe right down to the time of 
the great persecutions for witchcraft, and even yet has 
remnants in out-of-the-way corners. This, to me, suggests 
that it does not do to say roundly a faith is dead. It 
may be living in one strata of minds, while totally extinct 
in another. But the question is how to retain the virtue 
and power of the old faiths, while eliminating all that is 
untenable. Comte said that to destroy you must replace ; 
but is it not also true that to replace you must destroy ? 
Paganism was not overcome solely by substitution; rather 
the substitution enabled its spirit to linger on. It was 
overcome by hard arguments, ridicule, and even the use of 
actual sledge-hammer blows. No argument against idolatry 
like smashing the idol. The spirit of St. Augustine and 
Luther is abhorrent to sticklers for continuity, who seek 
to make revolutions with rose-water. A  condition of pro
gress is the unveiling of the actual facts. Pretences must 
be exposed. This cannot always be accomplished gently.

* The Worship o f  Humanity. By Malcolm Quin. Being the 
Annual Address delivered at the Church of Humanity, Newcastle-
on-Tyne, on the 1st o f Moses 109 (January 1, 1897). To be 
obtained from the author, 10 Alexandra-place, N ew castle; price 3d.

A  superfine dilettantism will never prevail against estab 
lished humbug and respectable hypocrisy and indifference- 

Our author appeals to Christians to transform 
worship of Christ into the worship of Humanity. How j 
this to be done without breach of continuity 1 While peop 
rely on supernatural providence, they will not recogn'Z 
the actual providence of humanity; while they think a 
divine truth is within the covers of one book, they W1 
have no eyes for the truths outside it. Weeds must 
uprooted ere flowers can grow in their place. And w J 
should we decide that only one particular variety sn» 
grow there ? The worship of Humanity, embodied 
Positivism, is recommended because it is so similar 
the old faith. But is this a real recommendation 1 R ’s> 
perhaps, an anarchical tendency of my own mind wjuc 
makes me object to Positivism just because of its complet 
ness as a system. W hy should the growing mind o 
Humanity be poured into the mould which seemed best. 
Auguste Comte ? Granted that the picture of a woman wi 
a child in her arms must ever come home to the hearts of 
children of women, why should Humanity ever be conceive 
as a Virgin Mother l I do not fear a new priestcraft wbi  ̂
there is free play of criticism and all-round culture 0 
intelligence. Teachers there must ever b e ; butthetoacbe 
need be no sacred god, like the Brahmin guru. I J° 
fear a Roman Catholicism plus science. If we can nay 
reason with it, let us have all the beauty which musijt 
painting, sculpture, and the fine arts can impart. PC0P 
will never get the best out of this life until their tastê  
are refined, their hearts expanded, and their aspiration 
elevated, as well as their minds improved. This is wna 
we mean when we say that Secularism would substitn 
culture for creed. We do not say destroy the church£>s> 
but transform them as rapidly as may be, and chiefly 
making them open to all who have anything to teach. Any 
system in the hands of a caste tends to become stereotype ' 
When ossification sets in, vitality departs. We want t 

36 play of arterial blood in every capillary of the gre^ 
organism of which we are members. The progress 
Humanity did not stop with Moses or with Paul, no 
will it be arrested by Comte. As Walt Whitman says • 

We but level that lift to pass and continue beyond.’
J. M. W heeler.

May 9, 1897.

DID CHRIST DIE ON THE CROSS?

Before answering this question, wo admit the possn 
of the Founder of Christianity having lived, although, 
frankly confess that, to us, there does not appear suffice 
evidence to justify the belief that such was the case, 
our present answer we shall take the incidents as Hiey ® 
recorded in the New Testament, and upon these, t0S. • s 
with the expressed opinions of several eminent authors' ’ 
we shall base our reasons for arriving at tho conclusion t 
Christ did not die on the Cross. The reader must bear  ̂
mind that tho question here is not did he die, because t 
is an event common to all who have lived. There is noth' 
marvellous in the supposition that two thousand years ag
n  s t s w t f n i v »  m n n  V»TT t i l  A  n o m o  Tnano /  o  n  a  m  n  V>T7 t . h o  ^  *

born»a certain man by the name of Jesus (a name, by tho 
which at that time was quite a common one) wasWXiiV/Jul CfcU uuau IUU1U »» I^WIVV *-» V/VUIIUV/**

and that he died. It is the alleged extraordinary m0 ¡nt 
his death that we have horo to consider. In short, the p? 
is, Was his death, as it is generally supposed by Christ1 
to have been, the result of his being crucified 1 In opp°s 
the popular view upon this subject, it is not necessary t 
attempt to prove the exact cause of his death, as . {s 
would be folly, inasmuch as we contend that there eX . 
no trustworthy evidence to justify any positive or dog10“ 
declaration upon the matter. Upon those who declare 
he died in any one particular manner devolves the res.P°j)iit; 
bility of endeavoring to verify the affirmation. A)1 .
is reasonably required of us in our present examination^ 
to show that the orthodox claim is not supported hy ^ 
lessons of experience, or by tho accounts given in tho 
Testament. Beyond that wo do not intend to go. 0f 

There are two theories entertained as to tho cau 
Christ’s death. The first and mo3t generally accepto ^ 
is, that he died through crucifixion upon the Cross. ^0 
view is supported by the traditional teachings 0 ,3-
Church, and by the orthodox interpretation of the y 03̂ ,  
The second theory is tho more rational ono— namely



% -  9,1897. THE FREETHINKER. 291

assuming he lived and was put to death, he withstood the 
trial of the Cross, and afterwards died a natural death. 
This latter view is supported by the eminent Frenchman, 
Proudhon, in his Life of Christ, recently published in 
I ranee by his literary executors. “ This able and con
scientious thinker,” says the Christian World, “  can account 
for the origin of the Christian Church in no other way 
than on the supposition that Christ did not actually die on 
the Cross, but revived after this punishment and lived for 
some years in strict retirement, from which He directed 
the operations of the young society.” The anonymous 
author of The Unknown God, which was published a few
thBKp su|ce'.maintains the same theory. He says: “ At 
wh‘ r'rucfhxi°n> Joseph of Arimathea compounds a cup 

1(;h sends Jesus into a stupor, so that, on the soldiers 
haT11̂  t0 kreak the legs of the crucified, with the view to 
 ̂ s ,ening their death, they find Christ apparently already 

ja aa- Joseph obtains the body and restores it to life. It 
a P°or, maimed life, but it suffices to produce the myth 

the t resurrection.” Now, we have to consider which of 
eve tW° T o r ie s  is the more probable. Of course, what- 
th r C<?nclusiotl “ ay be arrived at can only be a 
r»o°v Ŝnce no trustworthy history exists upon which a 

sitive opinion can be based. We have no evidence of 
d w i t n e s s  who even affirmed that he tested Christ’s 

a oa the Cross. It is not stated that his body under- 
Jo 1 medical examination before it wa3 handed over to 

j®Ph, which is a most important point. 
a t ^as ^een defined as that state “  in which there is 
not* ^  i essation ad flinct' ons when the organs have 
r °my ceased to act, but have lost the susceptibility of 

ewJ~ action.”  Commenting upon this definition, Mr. E. 
eritbi q 0tnas’ an American writer, in his elaborate work 
Pec* r  ^  National View of Jesus and Religion, says : “ The 
jhe lar and essential characteristic of death is not merely 
tem SllsPen3f°n or cessation of the vital functions from 
ism ^°rary Paralysis or derangement of the physical organ- 
dif’ ° r an^ defect in the supply of the vital forces or con- 
to ° U!3’ ' s s*;at0 °f things that renders it impossible 
^restore vital action by natural moans. To bo dead, a 
wh'1 must be in a condition incompatible with life, and one 
r c”  no natural conditions or agencies can restore or 
d ®dy-  ̂No fact is moro difficult to verify than that of 
stanr ^ vetl now, in this nineteenth century, thoro is a 
t e s t - rewar<l offered for the discovery of an infallible 
son ^de is only manifested to the observer by its 
hn U0US man'festations, and when these cease or become 
J ^ ep tib le  there is apparent death—a stato which may be, 
deli ^ v.0t k°’ rea  ̂death. Tho decision of this fact often 
V ?3 tbe skill oven of experts for a considerable time. 
(]e *?U3 yital conditions so completely resemble that of 
the  ̂1 , Pbysicians alone are capable of distinguishing 
0C  Even they sometimos fail or err ; whilo tho ordinary 

13 quite incompetent to givo any roliablo decision 
tho . (lu°stion. Such cases are constantly coming to 

"°tice of tho public. Such states of assimilated or 
hy mrent death not only result from natural causes unaided 
ditio an> 'JUt ar0 caPable of being produced by bodily con- 
m,., ^  resulting from drugs or inflictions administered by 

ajJ (PP-593-4).
Wre°T.’u CC° r<linS to ^ 09I)C1 records, no proper steps 
ivhei, ,aaen to ascertain whether or not Jesus was dead 
ledv(!. ,Waa ^aken from tho Cross. Physiological know- 
last t an<̂  medical skill have greatly advanced during tho 
that ^.0’,lsand years ; and yet to-day physicians admit 
been , 13 difficult sometimes to decide, when persons have 
dead °pnd ’n cortain conditions, whether they are really 
belief tJ'jV1den.co has frequently been given to justify the 
impre . individuals have been buried alive, because tho 
sUrviv3i°n Was ^ a t they were dead; and instances of 
bittlep i°̂  Persons wb° have been left for dead upon tho 
Even *e n aro mora numerous than some persons suppose, 
ordir,- '* 1 . horrible cases of hanging in this country tho 
victim y Prwon officials aro not allowed to determine if the 
qUesti 01 “ M gallows is dead ; tho doctor has to decide tho 
bowov n ^  Proper examination. In tho case of Jesus, 
made eV 10 test was applied, and no investigation was 
friend * i wbole arrangements were in the hands of his 
the pA y bo hurriedly carried out their plans, not beforo 
aff0r(jc , ' c> but in private, where every opportunity was 
Wished k0 8ymPatbizers of Christ to do whatever they 
able to • q ^at *'bat "wish was the reader will presently bo 
ever the ^ ero it should bo reraombered that, what-

lr desire might have been, no serious impediment

to its realization existed. The cross containing the body 
was surrounded by about fifty or sixty Roman soldiers, thus 
excluding any close inspection of what was going on. 
With the exception of the relatives of Jesus, and probably 
of his faithful friend Joseph, the public “  stood afar off,” 
and when Christ was thought to have given “  up the ghost ” 
the people who had assembled to witness “  that sight ” 
returned and left the place (Luke xxiii. 48, 49). The body 
was then given to Joseph, who “  laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock ” (Matt, xxvii. GO). 
As the late Professor Huxley puts it, “  the inanimate body, 
wrapped in linen, was deposited in a spacious, cool, rock 
chamber, the entrance to which was closed by a stone 
rolled before it, which would, of course, allow free passage 
of air.”

This event is said to have taken place on the Friday 
evening, and when the tomb was visited early, “ as it 
began to dawn,” on the Sunday morning, the body was 
gone; but the clothes which Joseph had wrapped the body 
in were still there, lying in different parts of the tomb. 
So that Christ must have either gone forth in a nude con
dition, or his friends—very likely Joseph and Nicodemus, 
who had been his faithful adherents throughout his arrest 
and trial— provided him with fresh garments in which he 
could escape. It is clear that a great change had taken 
place in his appearance, for his disciples did not know him, 
and Mary Magdalene supposed him to be the gardener 
(John xx. 15). Now, the difference in his personal appear
ance after he left the tomb from that prior to his alleged 
crucifixion could not have been caused through any 
physical suffering during his brief time on the Cross; for, 
painful as such punishment was sometimes, in the case of 
Jesus the results were quite exceptional, as we hope to 
show in our next article. Evidently he was disguised in 
some way, and ample opportunity was given for such a 
change to have been made, between the Friday evening, 
when he was placed in the tomb, and the following day ; 
for it was not until some time during Saturday that, it is 
said, a “  watch ” was placed to guard the sepulchre 
(Matthew xxvii. 62, G4, G5).

Next week we will notice the details attending the 
supposed death of Christ, and present to our readers 
further reasons for our accepting the theory that Christ 
did not die on the Cross. Charles W atts.

( To be concluded.)

JESUS IN THE TALMUD.

No one in search of the historical Jesus can afford to over
look tho references in tho Talmud. It is true they aro so 
vague, and so hard to identify clearly with the Jesus of 
the Gospels, that there have been found Rabbis in the 
past, though few to-day, who deny that the Christian 
Jesus is referred to at all. The reason of this is not far 
to seek. For many centuries tho Jews were systematically 
persecuted by Christians. Burning, often their own lot, was 
tho certain fato of any of their books supposed to contain 
remarks hostile to Christianity.* Cardinal Ximenes, the 
compiler of tho Complutensian Polyglot Bible, is said to 
have collected no fewer than five thousand copies of tho 
Talmud, and to have had them publicly burned. Each 
edition was mutilated by the Christian censors, every 
passago supposed to havo reference to Christianity being 
carefully excisod. Thero is evidence, too, that the Jews 
themselves sought to veil any references that could arortso 
tho religious rancor of Christians.! Hence, now that Dr. 
Dalman and H. Laible have appealed to the best and 
earliest editions of the Talmud, much still remains of a 
dubious character, i

Jesus, the Nazarene, is named in Bab. Sanhedrin, 103a., 
Brachoth 17b., where he is accused of “ burning his food

* A  Papal bull in 1239 ordered tho Talm ud everywhere to bo 
burnt. Anothor decree against the Talm ud was issued by Clement 
IV . in 1264.

t  In tho edition of tho Talmud published at Basil, 1C78, fivo 
chapters of the Aboda Sara wore omitted becauso containing 
reflections on Christianity.

t  The substance of the Talm udic references may be found in The 
Jewish L ife o f  Christ (pp. 13 and 39), for, though Dr. Laible has 
collected many moro instances, they scarcely add to our informa* 
tion,



292 THE FREETHINKER. May 9, 1897.

publicly,” which probably means “  publicly offering sacri
fice,” either to some god or emperor, or, metaphorically, 
publicly renouncing Judaism. Here is little to identify 
the alleged founder of Christianity, unless its meaning be : 
“  He was no better than a Pagan.” The Nazarene may 
not refer to Nazareth, for no such city is known either to 
the Talmud or Josephu3. To his alleged teaching there is 
probably a less ambiguous reference (Jer. Taanith, G5b), 
where R. Abbahu said : “  If a man say to thee ‘ I am God,’ 
he lies; ‘ I  am the son of man,’ he shall rue i t ; ‘ I will 
ascend to heaven,’ this holds good of him ; he has said it, 
and will not effect it.” This looks like a reference to 
Jesus. But we are told in the Gospels themselves there 
would be many false Christs, and they probably made the 
same pretensions as Jesus.

A  reference is found in the Aboda Sara, 16b., § 9. 
Rabbi Eliezer says to Akiba :—

“ Once, when I was going up in the street of Zippori 
[Sepporis or Ctesarea], a man named Jakob, of Kephar 
Sekhanja, came to me and told me something from 
Jesus, son of Pandera,* and I liked it. And this it was : 
It is written in your law (Deut. xxiii. 18), ‘ Thou shalt 
not bring the hire of a whore or the wages of a doe 
(unto the House of Jahve).’ How is it .with them? I 
said : ‘ They are forbidden.’ He said : ‘ Forbidden for 
sacrifice, but allowed for purposes of destruction.’ I 
said to him : ‘ But what may then be done with them ?’ 
He answered : ‘ You may build with them baths and 
privies.’ ”

Poor Rabbi Eliezer got called over the coals for liking this 
utilitarian teaching of Jeshuben Pandera,t which does not 
appear in our Gospels.

Rabbi Chisda, who, however, belongs to the end of the 
third century, says : “ The husband of Jesus’s mother was 
Stada, but her lover was Pandera. Another said her 
husband was surely Paphos ben Jehudah;] on the con
trary, Stada was his mother; or, according to others, his 
mother was Miriam, the women’s hairdresser 
= Mary Magdalene). The rejoinder is, Quite so; but 

Stada is her nickname, as it is said at Pumbeditha,§ S'talk 
da (she proved faithless to her husband).”

It is clear that the references to “  Ben Pandera ” and 
“ Ben Stada” .are directed at Jesus.|| Origen (Against 
Celsus, i. 32) cites his opponent as saying, in the character 
of a Jew, that Jesus was the illegitimate son of a soldier, 
named Panthera. There has been much controversy as to 
whether this was an actual name. * Mr. Rendel Harris, 
after Nitzsch, sought to make it a caricature of Ben 
Parthena, son of a virgin. This is folly, for his mother is 
named as Miryam, and his father as Panthcra. Herr Laiblo 
thinks that, from the association of the panther with 
Bacchus, it became a phraso for gross unchastity. “  Son 
of Panther,” says he, meant “  Son of Sensuality.” But the 
curious thing is, as pointed out in The Jewish Life of Christ, 
that St. Epiphanius inserts the namo “  Panther ” in the 
genealogy of Christ, making Panther a surname of Joseph 
and Clopas, the sons of Jacob. The fact that the Christian 
Father thus gives the reputed father of Jesus tho same 
name as is given in the Sepher Toldoth .Teshu is very 
striking. The confusion of his mother with Mary Magda
lene is also curious. Mr. R. Harris allows that this con
fusion existed in the early Christian Church in SyriaAI

In one passage of the Talmud the disciples of Jesus 
(Talmidim) are spoken of. It says (Sanhedrin, 43a): 
“ There is a tradition Jesus had five disciples— Mathai 
[Matthew], Nakkai [? Nicodemus], Netzer[Nazirite],Bunni 
[? Boanerges], and Todah [? Thaddeus].” If Jesus lived at 
tho time of Jannseus, it is possible the five would in after 
times develop into twelve, in conformity with the legend of 
the Twelve Patriarchs and the twelve satellites of the solar 
god-

Sanhedrin, 107b., tells how Rabbi Joshua ben I’erachyah 
“  thrust forth Jesu3 with both hands.” When King Janmeus 
( b .c . 104-78) directed tho destruction of the Rabbis (about 
B-o.87), Joshua ben Perachyah and Jesus went to Alexandria.

* Ewald, in his edition, has “  einonschulor Jesu von N a/areth,”
Jeshu Ha’notzri.”

t  In Shabbath xiv., 14d., th 's is given briefly as Jeshu Pandera.
X Paphos ben Jehudah was a rabbi in Akiba’s timo, whose wifo

was notorionsly unfaithful.
8 The Babylonian school.

Jesus is also apparently referred to several times as “  Balaam,”  
an epithet which some think is applied to Paul in Jude 11.

IT Ephrem Syrus, in his Commentary upon the Diatesxaron, con 
fuses Mary Magdalene with the mother of Jesus.

When Simeon ben Shetach sent for Rabbi Joshua’s return, 
on their way back at an inn, Jeshu made a remark on the 
hostess’s eyes. The Rabbi reproved him for his worldliness, 
and sentenced him to be excommunicated. It is notable 
that the Christians have a legend of Jesus going to Egypk

Jeshu, according to Jer. Sanhed 25d., was not crucified 
in Jerusalem, but was stoned and hanged in Lud.
Aldba was a teacher in Lud (Lydd, near Ramleh), mentioned 
as the scene of one of Peter’s miracles (Acts ix. 32)—a town 
which probably acquired importance after the destruction 
of Jerusalem. There is also a Lydda in Egypt, which may 
perhaps be alluded to in the curious passage in the 
Apocalypse (xi. 8).

Christians, even learned ones like Dr. Laible, take it for 
granted that their traditions contain nothing but truth ; and 
the Jewish traditions, as contradicting them, must neces
sarily be altogether false. But sometimes the boot is on 
the other leg. The Rev. S. Baring-Gould, in his Lost and 
Hostile Gospels, showed his ignorance by declaring that 
“  the Jews, in A.D. 500, when the Babylonian Gemara was 
completed, had no traditions whatever concerning Jesus ot 
Nazareth.” Herr Laible shows that the traditions of Jesbn 
ben Pandera, or Jeshu ha Notzri, were numerous. The I’ 0V- 
A. Lukyn Williams, editor of Jews and Christians, says ■ 
“ Lud is again brought forward, as so often, as the scene ot 
the great tragedy, the stoning being perhaps a piece ot 
coloring to suit local conditions.” What ignorance !

Josephus says (Antiq., iv. 8, 6 ): “ Let him that bias- 
phemeth God be stoned and hung up for a whole day, ant 
be buried in dishonor and darkness.” Stoning, hanging' 
and a dishonored burial were thus the legal punishment 
for blasphemy, as may be gathered from Leviticus xxiv. lo • 
“  And he that blasphemeth he shall surely be put to death, 
and all the congregation shall certainly stone him.” * 
Jesus was put to death by the Jews, as tradition asserts- 
then ho was stoned, and his body afterwards exposed by 
hanging.* If he was crucified, then must we conclude tha 
Romans, not Jews, were responsible. Yet Christian 
tradition has credited tho Jews with his death, and this 
view is confirmed by the Talmud, from which it seems 
clear that whatever traditions the Jews had of Jesus wer® 
of a person who had brought shame and misfortune up°n 
Israel. Tho disposition of the modern Jew to extol J®sl13 
as one of tho mighty ones of his own race finds htt‘ 
countenance from the Talmud. LUCIANUS.

CALIFORNIAN RELIGION.

In a former communication reference was made to a caS 
in this city whero a ward striker slapped very lightly • 
preacher’s face, and was fined 8100 and given thirty o ff  
in gaol. Tho preacher was “  in politics ” at the ti® | 
and has since become noted as an imitator of Parkhurst, 
New York. Tho case was appealed to tho superior ®ol,r0[ 
and a plea of guilty of simplo assault was mot with a fin® 
850 and no imprisonment. Among tho remarks made by y 
judge I submit these words: “ In my judgment the »* 
was excessive, although I would not reverso tho case on tn^ 
ground; but if it had boon tried before me, I thought 
the timo I was looking it over, I would not have imp03 * *̂  
any such fine as that. I would say this, however-  ̂
wantonly and unprovoked, a citizen should assaul 
minister of the gospel upon tho street, in a house, or 
any place, I would be inclined to punish him severe^ 
They are a class of men who must be protected fro® ¡i0 
that.” I wish again to call attention to this fact: *> 
we have always been told that all men wero equal be 
tho law, it now seems that wo have “ classes,” and so 
rate higher in courts of justice than others. Can > ^  
that we have been wilfully and knowingly dcceivic« 
these years, or has our secular government suddo 
become tinctured with theocracy and a fondness 
parsons 1 tain8A new city guide, among other information, con ^ .g 
the names and locations of sixty-eight churches m ^  
city of less than one hundred thousand inhabitants- ^  
the comment I have to mako at this timo is that, u ^  
man goes to hell with such numerous opportunities
saved, it is his own fault.

* Peter, in Acts v. 30, speaks of “ Jesus, whom y 0 .?*6 *.1?] 
hanged on a tree.”  Soo, too, A cts x. 32 and Galatians in- '
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The highest-paid parson in the whole outfit gets $4,000 

per year for “ following Jesus,” and leading the way for 
sinners. I have not yet noticed his name among those who 
have made contributions to a fund for giving the unem
ployed work; but possibly it is not from lack of sympathy 
for suffering humanity, but because of his sublime con
fidence that the Lord will provide. There is nothing like 
giving the Lord a chance ; and, after seeing what he did 
in Carson, Nevada, recently, no one should be backward in 
making their wants known.

I refer to that combat between the Pride of California 
and the Wonder of the World in the prize ring. As 
everybody knows who read about it, our favorite and 
native-born son of the Golden West was defeated because 
Mrs. Fitzsimmons prayed to God on bended knees to make 
her husband the victor. It was an unfair thing to do, and 
nil bets should have been declared off for that reason ; for 
°ur man never supposed for one instant that he was to 
contend against God in a pugilistic encounter, when the 
articles of agreement mentioned Fitzsimmons only. As it 
was, little credit is reflected on that gentleman for a victory 
won with God’s assistance ; and, should he ever enter the 
r'ng again, the articles regulating the contest should 
strictly forbid invoking through prayer the aid of Jehovah; 
for his record as a wrestler and a fighter is now so we 
established that no man can hope to win if compelled, in 
Prize-ring language, to go up against him.

Notwithstanding California feels keenly the disgrace 
occasioned by the defeat of her Pride, there are many like 
myself who rejoice in one thing, and that is the indisput- 
ablo proof given in Carson on March 17, 1897, that prayers 
ilre answered. It ’.has been an open question so long that 
mth had noticeably weakened, and many were the mortals 

"mo had como to regard prayer as a windy effort not pro
ductive of any result. But who now can longer doubt, and 
"mere is the man, since that noted event, who has not felt 
a restoration of confidence in his heavenly father that is 
unexcelled by that which we repose in McKinley 1 I know 
*mt such a one, and I lake this public method of thanking 
< Ls. Fitzsimmons for settling forever the fact that prayeis 
are answered. Unconsciously, and from a selfish motive, 
she has rendered humanity a great service ; and henceforth, 
"men we want anything, we can pray for it with sublimo 
confidence and a ready response. Genuflections are now in 
°r a r, an<f must become universally popular. _

-Mi the Methodist administration at Washington, I).G., 
under which we now exist, will in all probability issue 
V ^f'nnksgiving proclamation next fall, in which  ̂ the 
l laracter and goodness of God will bo highly eulogized, 
1 would suggest the propriety of recording the flood and 
cyclone calamities now so numerous, that such occasions for 
hanks bo not forgotten when the day comes to express 
hem. The short memories possessed by tho American 

People make this an imperative necessity.
under tho stimulus of a turkey dinner, with all tho 

ether fixings, the goodness of God is readily seen ; but 
iV1 uccurate record of events generally attributed to him, 
' kept for twelvo months, would dissipate some of tho 
eptimism of his admirers ; at least, such is the opinion of 
y°Urs truly, C. SEVERANCE.

Los Angeles, Cal.
~-Truthseeker (New York).

“ Book Divine.’. liuua i/ivm c-
the 1° that the story of the Flood is much older than
\y0 I“ 0* °f Genesis, and wo know besides that it is not true. 
Chil/inow that this story in Genesis was copied from the 
the at5an\ t here you will find all about the rain, tho ark, 
Uiounl1 • a’ the dove that was sent out throe times, and the 
Tar.se ln ,“ n which the ark rested. So the Hindus, Chinese, 
have eS’i Persians, Greeks, Mexicans and Scandinavians 
acco,,8 f stantiaHy tho samo story. Wo also know that the 
fable n ^ie Lower of Babel is an ignorant and childish 
Is a '  '»hat, then, is left of this inspired book of Genesis'! 
Is 10 a word calculated to develop the heart or brain 1 
thin[r r<i a.n elevated thought—any great principle—any- 
anyt'} T°etlc—any word that bursts into blossom 1 is there 
that „ 8  excePt a dreary and detailed statement of things 

never happened 1-Ji. G. Inytrsoll.
All

phri,fna^ona  ̂ institutions of churches, whether Jewish, 
invent^0’ or Turkish, appear to me no other than human 
Uionor, 8®fi UP to terrify and enslave mankind, and 

P°uze power and profit.—T. Paine.

DIVINE ANTI-VEGETARIANISM ; ’„OR, 1TURNIPS 
versus MUTTON.

Long since, forty centuries prior to Christ,
In the year that the world was created,

A couple of “ infants” by Jahveh were “ spliced”—
In his “ Blue” Book the fact (!) is related.

Two youngsters he sent them, to heighten their joys,
In the course of time after the marriage ;

You never would find more industrious boys,
Though you searched right from London to Harwich.

They both earned their bread by the sweat of their face : 
Cain, the first, we are told, was a tiller ;

And Abel, the next of the Adamite race,
Was a keeper of sheep, and a killer.

Now, God,in past ages, made everything “ hum,”
For he played the “ Old Harry” or “ Dickens” ;

The people were under his almighty thumb,
And as helpless as sheep or as chickens.

Outrageous demands on their larders’ he made ;
Very seldom he thirsted or fasted ;

His taxes the folks unresistingly paid—
If they didn’t, he cursed and he blasted.

To those who displeased him a lesson he taught,
Which they didn’t forget in a hurry ;

So every man Jack of them eagerly sought 
With Almighty God favor to curry.

4

Now, Cain and his brother desired to be blest 
By their petulant Heavenly Pater ;

So both, in the way which they thought was the best, 
For his Almighty stomach did cater.

The first one presented some crops, you must know,
And the second, a sheep, fat and tasty ;

The choice of the latter proved quite apropos,
But the choice of the former proved pasty.

God turned up his nose at poor Cain's proffered wheat, 
And the turnip, the “ spud,” and the radish ;

He muttered some words which I will not repeat,
For they are so exceedingly caddish.

A good “ judge ” of grub was the Lord Justice J . ;
For Cain’s present he cared not a button :

Though turnips and “ spuds” are all right in their way, 
He’d a jolly sight rather have mutton.

The Lord’s scurvy treatment of generous Cain 
Planted murderous seed in his noddle ;

And Abel, the merchant of mutton, was slain—
So we read in the volume of twaddle.

Though God, tho ordainer of all things, had planned 
The above-mentioned murder so horrid,

Poor Cain, all his lifetime, he caused to be banned, 
Execrated, and bullied, and worried.

Wo “ infidels ” censure tho conduct of God,
, Though we’re said to blaspheme and to cavil;

The “  yarns ” in his book are infernally odd—
Thoy are “ skeins ” none with brains can unravel !

Ess Jay Bee.

A C I D  DR O P S .

England is a Christian country, in which it is a crime to 
bring the Christian religion into disbelief and contempt. 
Now, tho founder of Christianity is called the Prince of 
Peace, and it is said that he came to bring peace and good
will on earth. And this is so sweet and pretty that wo feel 
like crying over it. But, when we look at the facts, wo see 
what a difference there is between pious prospectuses and 
grim realities. Christian England is now spending forty- 
two million pounds a year on its Army and Navy. That is 
how it cultivates the meekness which is to inherit tho earth.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, in his Budget oration, did not 
bewail our monstrous expenditure on the Army and Navy, 
but ho plainly hinted his dislike of the increasing cost of 
Education, which “ in five years had gone up by 45 per cent.” 
Let us hope that the increasing expenditure on Education 
will by-and-bye lead to a diminution in the expenditure 
on preparations for war.

The heresy petition against the Rev. John Watson (Ian 
Maclaren) has been thrown out by the business committee 
of tho Presbyterian Synod, on the ground that it is irregular, 
and that the charges are not specific. According to Dr. 
Kennedy Moore, however, this is only the beginning of the
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end. The matter will be brought before the Liverpool 
Presbytery, with the intention of fighting it through to the 
bitter end. Dr. Moore says that Dr. Watson is an “ out- 
and-out Unitarian,” and has “ practically renunciated the 
leading evangelical doctrine of salvation by faith.”

Dr. Watson, in a speech to the Synod on another subject, 
made some startling admissions as to the growth of un
belief. It appears that the number of candidates for the 
ministry is everywhere decreasing, and, according to Dr. 
Watson, the supply was being reduced by “ an atmosphere 
which was not merely secular, but unbelieving.” Young 
men, trained in colleges, were assailed with doubts con
cerning the Resurrection and the deity of Christ. “ It was 
really a matter of belief to-day in the supernatural,” in 
which excellent men of intellect were losing faith ; and the 
Church would have to drop the minutise of doctrine, and con
centrate its attention on “ two or three great verities.” This 
is a very broad hint that religion will have to close up its 
ranks against the common enemy.

“ Hellas” is the title of some Sunday-school verses by 
Eric Mackay in the London Star. After blasphemously 
speaking of “ the cause of God” as having failed, the poet 
asks which England should do—aid the Turk or fight for 
the Greek 1 As a Christian, and a loud one on occasion, he 
decides for England, without giving her time to decide for 
herself, and bids her draw the sword immediately. It does 
not occur to the Christian poet that any other than two 
courses are open. He seems to fancy that England must 
back up one or the other of the combatants. But this is a 
mistake. There is at least a third course—namely, to bring 
about a reasonable peace. ____

It is amusing to witness the alacrity with which religious 
people take sides, and call their own side “  the cause of 
God.” That makes them right, beyond argument; and to 
criticize them is a kind of sacrilege. But as religious people 
take opposite sides, just like others, it is difficult to tell, 
after all, which is “ the cause of God.” One can only use a 
common expression, and say, God only knows.

Eric Mackay winds up as follows :—
Aye, this were wisest,—this were best:
To do the right and spurn the rest.
And God forbid that we should pause 
To reinstate His broken laws.

I have to reply to critics, however, (1) that I will submit 
only to such conditions of test as my guides approve ; (2) 
that I will not further answer, or sit with, any person who 
doubts my personal integrity ; (3) that I  will give no scavM 
without a written guarantee that no manifestation shall be 
interfered with, without the verbal assent of my guides ; 
(4) I will not sit to convince sceptics, but only to stimulate 
workers.” Sludge Craddock, of course, concludes with an 
appeal to the Great Spirit. He says : “ I gave up ®y 
business to demonstrate the truth oil God under the Kul" 
dance of His ministers, and, being a wholly unconscious 
agent, I rest on Him alone to vindicate me in the end.”

Of course, there is some lady who writes that she saw 
a spirit form floating, where others found Mr. Craddock 
walking. But was there ever a Spiritist séance where some
body did not see something wonderful, which others could 
not observe 1 Believing is seeing, as well as seeing believing, 
and charlatanry always find an effective ally in credulity-

Mr._ Craddock will not submit to a test séance. Bub 
sometimes séances are deceptive. Miss Eva Cassell says : 
“ Once at a séance I attended, where the medium’s wrists 
were tied together and her hands filled with rice, it was 
found afterwards that the medium emptied the rice into 
the_ handkerchief of her manager, who stepped to the
cabinet to receive a ‘ spirit,’ and the manager also untied
the medium’s wrists so that she could personate forms ; just 
before closing the séance the manager refilled the medium’s 
hands with rice, and re-tied the wrists. Once, when the 
medium was searched, and her manager also, before the 
séance, it was proven afterwards that a bundle of white 
muslin was fastened under the seat of the manager’s chair, 
where it could be easily drawn forth, and handed into the, 
cabinet.” Eva says the way spirits materialize in the dark is 
this : “ The medium in the cabinet, dressed in white, projects 
a small corner of her skirt out from under the curtain, and 
gradually draws the black curtain away from it, oscillating 
the white fragment, and thus enlarging it, and the sitters 
exclaim : ‘ Oh, watch that spirit materialize.’ Larger it 
grows, and the spirit finally thrusts up her head suddenly» 
and is fully materialized.”

The Rev. P. B. Power is a Master of Arts. Yet he is so 
ignorant as to call Voltaire “ one of the most noted Atheists 
that ever lived,” in an article on “ An Infidel’s Praise of the 
Gospel,” which appears in the British Messenger for May-

Perhaps the last couplet would be just as poetical, and far 
more appropriate, if it ran in this way :—

And God forbid that we should pause 
To wag our hollow Christian jaws.

From an article in the Windsor Magazine, it appears that 
the Archbishop of York is a good whip, and that one of his 
favorite diversions is driving a pair of horses. His Grace’s 
“ Lord and Master” never drove a pair of animals, but did 
once ride a pair, and they were only asses. His Grace rides 
asses too, or he would never get £10,000 a year.

In The Dawn o f Day, which circulates largely as a parish 
magazine, the Rev. A. F. Winnington Ingram defends the 
Archbishop of Canterbury having £15,000 a year. The poor 
man, it seems, has “ enormous ” expenses, and so we should 
think when he puts down the cost and maintenance and 
repairs of Lambeth Palace at over £2,000 a year. He says 
the poor curates do not grumble, “ and, if they are content, 
what on earth does it matter to the man in the street!” 
But the man in the street has to contribute his quota 
indirectly to the maintenance of the Establishment. The 
curates do not grumble, because they know it might stand in 
the way of their own advancement.

The war fever seems to be almost epidemic. Even an 
advanced paper like Reynolds s ends its first leading article 
by asking : “ Is not war between England and Germany 
becoming almost inevitable ?” Apparently it is necessary to 
teach Germany a lesson because she is rivalling us in inter
national commerce. One begins to wonder whether demo
cracy is any better guarantee for peace than monarchy. 
We hoped it was, but the chauvinism of democratic journals 
rather takes us aback.

Browning, in his Sludge, the Medium, is said to have had 
special reference to Daniel Douglas Home, who was brought 
into contact with his own family. But he closely diagnozed 
the psychology of the tribe. A medium named F. Craddock 
was recently exposed. The editor of the Two Worlds says : 
“ These facts are clearly established : that Mr. Craddock 
was playing ghost, consciously or unconsciously, in a state 
bordering on nudity, wearing white drapery, which must 
have been provided. Those facts must be faced.” Mr. »Sludge 
Craddock faces the facts by saying that he is quite un
conscious of all that happened. He adds : “ I had been 
warned strongly against sitting for the Manchester Societies, 
as I was told they were a low lot, in a malicious state of 
rivalry, each against each, and I should come by harm......

The Salvation Army at Preston has been starring services 
conducted by “ Rosie Bannister, who has been seven ty-tw o 
times before the magistrates; .Mary Lizzie Pomfret, sixty- 
eight times before the magistrates ; Kate Pilkington, who 
has done seventeen years in Prison ; Annie Barras, thirty-
eight times before the magistrates—all notorious characters.
For of such is the kingdom of heaven.

Leases used sometimes to contain a clause against the 
“ erection of a Dissenting chapel, a slaughter-house, or 
other nuisance.” The fact has recently been referred to hy 
the Rev. E. G. Gange, President of the Baptist Union, who 
failed to see in it the historic spirit of Christian charity.

At this same meeting of the Baptist Union, the Rev. 
Walter Walsh, of Newcastle, moved a resolution of sympathy 
with Greece, or, as he put it, with “ the Christian people of 
Greece.” There is the whole secret of these clerical gentle
men’s “ sympathy,” which is only a form of relig»°u® 
partisanship. The Rev. W. J. Dawson, in a subsequent 
speech on Foreign Missions, declared, amid wild applause» 
that at home in England we needed to “ evangelize the 
1’rime Minister.” This means, of course, that Lord »Salisbury 
should be a thick-and-thin supporter of the Nonconformist 
Conscience, and not a member of the Church of England- 
Partisanship and bigotry again !

I  he pau pers u n d er th e  ca re  o f  th e  L a m b eth  Guardians 
are n o lon g er  to  be trou b led , a t the p u b lic  exp ense, w it» 
tracts an d  m issionaries. F o r  m an y years the G uardin '1® 
h ave  m ade p er iod ica l p a ym en ts  to  th e  C it y  M ission , <,llC 
th is  i»s n o t  to  be  con tin u ed . M r. P h ilco x  m ov ed  that) 
m on ey  shou ld  b e  sp en t in  fu rn ish in g  th e lib raries  o f  f j1® 
w ork h ou se  and  th e  in firm a ry  w ith  su ita b le  b ook s , and tn0 
m otion  was ca rried  b y  tw elv e  votes to  seven . W e e ° » ' 
g ra tu la to  th e  paupers, an d  perhaps w e o u g h t to  con do  
w ith  the m issionaries.

A plaintiff in theBrompton County Court was accused 
by the defendant of insulting him in a receipt, which en<>£'1 
with the word “ Amen 1" As a Roman Catholic, tllB 
defendant found the expression most hurtful-to his feeliDn: ’ 
but Judge »Stonor denied that it was insulting to a Catboh^» 
any more than to a Protestant or a Jew. ft would 
interesting to know what the defendant thought was }  1 
meaning of “ Amen.” Perhaps he thought it was sweari»*»'

The Pope is confident that he shall fulfil a prophecy
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An early convert to the practice of cremation 
discovered by Mr. C. G. Cutler, the writer of Jfhe iUurSnna w :ii- »« *

e would occupy the Pontifical Chair for twenty years, 
ms, says the Diritto, is the secret of His Holiness’s serene 
ctivity Speaking of His Holiness reminds us of a story 

a bishop who had joined a shooting party as the guest of 
. -i^tocratic friend he was staying with. The gamekeeper, 
sh  ̂1 ] after him, was in a quandary as to how he
and ** address his peculiar charge. He had passed dukes 

d earls, and even princes, through his hands, but never a 
oishop. While he was puzzling out the problem, however, 
P rose a nnvor r ««  » shouted the

‘ now, then 

has been
in " y air. vj. \juuer, tne writer ot me article on
, Ur!ous Wills ” in the May number of the English Illus- 
til- d/iigizine, in the person of Mr. William Kensett.
savS *n wdl, made no longer ago than 1855,
at)”. B e l i e v i n g  in the impolicy of interring the dead 
j the living, and as an example to others, I give my 
q Y , u r  days after death, to the Directors of the Imperial 
. , '-ompany, London, to be placed in one of their retorts 
Pou r<i0t!sumed to ashes, and direct that they be paid ten 

hy my executors for the trouble this act will impose 
“ fa t- •m'” The testator then goes on to say that, should 

■naticistn and superstition prevent their granting this 
rem r-e(lu.est,_ then my executors must submit to have my 
Kr ain.8 buried in the plainest manner possible in my family 
♦u-Y? ,ln St. John’s Wood Cemetery, to assist in poisoning 

living in that neighborhood.”

( G r o u n d  their politics” and “ frustrate their knavish 
JuVilJ3 are to '3e ^ruck out of the National Anthem at the 
vn*,. , celebrations. Dean Hole has revised the second 

se f° read as follows :—
O Lord our God arise,
Scatter her enemies,

M ato war to cease ;
Keep us from plague and dearth,
Turn thou our woes to mirth.
A nd over all the earth 

Lot there be peace.

°n th T» st Anderson, lecturing at the Royal Institution 
•Pan iMediterranean volcanoes, incidentally remarked that 
tlic ^.boglish people went up Etna “ to see Queen Anno,” 
bjn,r “ e °f Henry VIII., who, for her sin in persuading the 
Dati t0 ^row  °ff the Popish yoke, is supposed by the 
that °3i*° located in the crater. It was an old notion 
Rood p °anoes aro the mouths of hell, and, of course, all 
r0!l,(.j ath°lics know that fair Anne Boleyn is eternally

or*

th e f^ 0̂ *'5 ^ eu,spaper says : “ It has been calculated that 
0ver " nce °f Wales has been prayed for in English churches 
the git; ’OOO’OOO times. We are always told to believe in 
to m hcacy of prayers ; but, in spite of this powerful appeal 
drinu* ileavens, the Prince is still the same racing, gambling, 
onlv dining, etc., man of the world as ho was when 

•> about a million prayers or so went up for him.”

o f ^ h e  Belper Petty Sessions the Rev. Canon Carr, rector 
HceJhhrook, made application for the transfer of the 
ttia„* ® °f a public-house in the parish. The clerk to the 
anJh ,tes said Canon Carr was the owner of the house, 
ten«,,? ‘letted the licence in his own name until a suitable 
°bj0o,* c°uld be obtained. The Chairman: “ We have no 
ptw* 1Qb j  wo don’t suppose you are going to reside on tho 
court Ses' ' The applicant then paid 5s. Gd., and left the

Th
eiffi,.? Southwell Consistory Court has suspended for 
liurto011 montbs the Rev. J. Vallancey, Vicar of Rosliston, 
in'hw n? n;T,ronh, who was recently convicted of violent and 
°rderp i *lavi°ur *n his churchyard. The court nlso 
?f the rev. gentleman not to reside during tho period 
^terfg n?10n w*thin twenty miles of tho parish, and not to 

10 in any way with tho concerns of tho parish.J. _ _
Was cl . ' f’Tank Jones, of 7 Bedford-pl ace, Russell-squaro,
> u lt iarg d̂ before Mr. Horace Smith with indecently 
-Mf>tr0nUl,R Prank Irons, a Iwy aged 13, in a carriage on the 
Be 0 *tan Railway. When charged he made no reply, 

committed for trial.

Ab adv^.Y- Mr. Earle sued a builder because -he found that 
w rlls°ment offering an income of £200 per year for 

aiJ not as represented. Tho County Court judge said 
case, whereupon the plaintiff said : “  The

*i* was ,b°t as represented.
laws “ «-difficult case, whereupon tne piaintirt said : "  The 
the , land ought to be in accordance with the laws of 
don't Ui™- ’ To which his honor replied : “ I am afraid you- . v /  T v i j i u u  m a  i i

1 understand the law.”

iJ/ofessor Max Müller says that Arthur Helps, the 
MariK^yfet, had been staying with the then 1 

oorough, who took great interest in lus emus

charm- 
Duke of 

One of

them had laid an egg, and a telegram was sent to the Duke, 
who happened to be away from home. It ran as follows, 
according to Helps : “ The emu has laid an egg, and in the 
absence of your Grace we have taken the largest goose we 
could find to hatch it.” This is nearly as good as Sydney 
Smith’s observation to the Bishop of London, who thought 
it would be difficult to get St. Paul’s Churchyard paved with 
wood. “  Oh, my lord,” said Smith, “  we have only to put 
our heads together, and the thing’s soon done.”

Another story of Professor Max Müllers is sufficiently 
amusing. Lecturing at the Royal Institution on the Science 
of Language, he made short work of the superstition that all 
the languages of the world were derived from Hebrew. 
After the lecture he was effusively thanked by an old lady, 
who expressed her delight at being assured that Adam 
and Eve spoke Hebrew in Paradise !

Max Müller is an anti-Darwinian, and he still fights a 
losing battle, being too old to change. He tells us that he 
sent an essay of his on the evolution of language to Darwin, 
and that the great man sent him a pretty acknowledgment. 
After thanking him for the work, Darwin wrote : “ Though 
some of your remarks have been rather stinging, they have 
all been made so gracefully, I declare, that I am like the 
man in the story who boasted that he had been soundly 
horsewhipped by a Duke.” Here is modesty, good temper, 
and even humor. What a splendid man Darwin was ! One 
of nature’s noblemen, as well as a supreme scientific genius.

Professor Max Müller says that Emerson’s brother e x 
perienced a most remarkable conversion in a storm on the 
Atlantic. He had studied theology in Germany, and was 
returning to America with a view to engaging in the Chris
tian ministry. During the storm, however, he vowed that 
if his life was spared he would never preach again, but 
would give up theology and earn an honest living in some 
other way. The ship weathered the storm, and in spite of 
all entreaties Emerson’s brother kept his vow.

This was quite an original conversion. Generally speak
ing, the heroes of such stories promise to give up their 
secular vocations and preach the gospel. Emerson’s brother 
did the very reverse. No doubt he felt that preaching 
kingdom-come was a dishonest, or at least a doubtful, occu
pation.

The Princess of Wales has started a fund, through the 
Lord Mayor, for giving a dinner to the outcast poor of the 
slums of London during Jubilee wook. Of course the pro
ject is creditable to her heart, but it is, after all, a bitter 
satire on the Jubilee itself. It emphasizes the fact that the 
rejoicing is very one-sided, and that wealth on one hand is 
balanced by abject poverty on the other. This suggestion 
of the Princess of Wales is one that should set people think
ing. For our part, we are decidedly of opinion that the vast 
wealth consumed in high places is largely responsible for the 
poverty and misery of our destitute classes.

Brooklyn Methodists, in conference assembled, took a 
ote as to whether women should bo admitted as delegates 

to the General Conference. Fifteen voted for, and sixty- 
seven against. We are delighted at the result, as we like 
to see Christianity opposing the rights of woman. It gives 
her a better chance of seeing some good in Froethought.

This samo Methodist gathering voted against “  byking ” 
on Sunday, but it appears that a reservation was made in 
favor of wheeling reverontly to church. All the Methodist 
yclist has to do, therefore, is to take a circuitous route to 

the house of God.

Woman’s rights ought to be as wido as she can make them, 
but woman’s sphere, after all, has natural limits. She is 
not built for a soldier, a sailor, or a policeman—just as man 
is not built for producing babies. It does not exhilarate us, 
therefore, to read that a pretty girl of seventeen, tho 
daughter of an Athenian dentist, has left for “ the front” at 
the head of fifteen hundred irregulars. She may be a “ good 
shot,” but there aro some good shots on the other side. She 
may also have “ no fear of death,” but tho men who let her 
stand in tho way of it are not likely, we imagine, to win 
many victories. It is too much like comic opera warfare.

The May Meeting season—or, as it is more profanely 
termed, “ the harlots’ harvest”—is in full swing, and Exeter 
Hall is as full of blackbeetles as a baker’s scullery. Every 
year a great cry ascends for money to Christianize the 
heathen, and the heathen increase in number faster than 
they are converted ____

Tho assiduity with which Christians continue to pour 
their water into a sieve is astonishing. The exposures, by 
Canon Taylor and others, of the futility of missions have 
had some effect in diminishing tho incomes of tho various 
societies ; but there are still plenty of well-to-do sinners who
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fancy they can make their own calling and salvation sure 
by subscribing for the salvation of the heathen.

Some Christians, now-a-days, say that the heathen who 
have never heard of Christ may have a chance of getting 
to heaven on their own merits. God won’t damn them 
merely for unavoidable ignorance. But if they hear the 
gospel and reject it, then they will be damned. Ergo, Chris
tian missions are a scheme for giving the heathen a better 
chance of damnation.

Of all missions, those to the Jews excite the most fervor, 
and are the most futile. To save the race that gave Chris
tians their Savior is the supreme object of missionary work. 
It is calculated that it takes about £5,000 to convert a single 
Jew. Even when you have him you cannot be sure of hold
ing him. He either relapses, or turns up again in a fresh 
quarter,'seeking to be baptized again, for a consideration.

Itabbi Weiss, in the Hebrew Standard, tells why the Jews 
do not employ missionaries to advance their faith. He says 
the Jews are broad and liberal in their attitude towards other 
faiths, not proceeding on the principle that everyone will be 
lost who does not accept their teaching. They do not believe 
that any sect has “ a patent right on heaven,” but it is left 
to every intelligent person to discern good from evil. 
Neither Moses nor the prophets were instructed to send 
missionaries to convert those of other faiths to their own.

A striking instance of what the holy missionaries will do 
when located in quarters where they are virtually little god 
almighties is given in the first item of our “ Book Chat” 
this week, which we commend to all the frequenters of 
Exeter Hall. ____

Another case which is likely to give the Government 
fresh trouble is that of the Rev. Shirley Baker, who sailed 
for Tonga, from his retirement in New Zealand, immediately 
he heard of the death of Sir John Thurston, Her Majesty’s 
High Commissioner in the Pacific. Sent out by the Wesleyan 
Mission, this servant of the humble carpenter soon 
obtained a complete ascendency over the aged King George, 
and, as the political adviser of that dusky monarch, became 
practically the autocrat of the Tongan group. When, in 
consequence of his arbitrary proceedings, he became a peril 
to the public peace, the group was officially visited in 1890 
by Sir John Thurston in Her Majesty’s ship Rapid, and the 
tv rant expelled by Her Majesty’s High Commissioner. At 
the time of his forcible deportation Mr. Baker was Premier, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, President of the Court of Appeal, 
Auditor-General, Minister of Lands, Judge of the Land 
Court, Minister of Education, Agent-General, and Medical 
Attendant of the King. In creating “ Pooh-Bah” Mr. W. 
S. Gilbert was unconsciously plagiarizing from fact.

The authorities of the Wesleyan Church made an effort 
to pull Mr. Baker up in his wild career, and recall him to 
his legitimate sphere. He retaliated by abolishing the 
Wesleyan Church throughout the Tongan dominions, 
establishing the “ Free Church of Tonga” in its stead, and 
rigorously persecuting all who would not conform to his 
new ecclesiastical establishment. This resulted in more 
than one unsuccessful attempt to assassinate him by the 
Christians of the old style.

This man of God evidently calculates that in the interval 
between the death of Sir John Thurston and the arrival 
of the New High Commissioner—Sir G. T. M. O’Brien— 
he will be able to reorganize his adherents, and regain 
some of his old influence in the group. Yet some people 
think_ there is no such thing as priestcraft, and certainly 
none in Wesleyanism.

The Christian Evidence Society has held its annual 
meeting in London, as we see by a report in the Christian 
World. A  live lord (Overtoun) was to have taken the chair, 
but was detained at Biarritz by illness. In his absence the 
chair was occupied by Hr. H. J. Gladstone, who was 
supported by pious Samuel Smith, M.P., the gentleman who 
offered such fanatical opposition to Bradlaugh’s bill for 
abolishing the Blasphemy Laws. Congratulatory letters 
were read from the Bishop of Stepney, Dr. Horton, Sir 
George Stokes, and Mr. Gladstone. The last sent a donation 
of £5, with the remark that the one controversy which over
shadows and absorbs all others is the controversy between 
Faith and Unbelief.

Despite all this distinguished support, it appears that the 
Christian Evidence Society is languishing for want of 
funds; so much so, indeed, that one of the secretaries is 
making a “ great personal sacrifice” to keep it going. 
Naturally, therefore, the speeches at the annual meeting 
were mostly devoted to the necessity of establishing the 
Society on a sound financial business ; and, for our part, we 
hope this will be achieved, for the activity of the Christian

Evidence Society is most favorable to the spread of Free- 
thought.

White Christians don’t love Black Christians in America. 
They will lie peacefully together by-and-bye in Abraham’s 
bosom, but they can’t abide each other meanwhile. The 
white disciples of Jesus Christ are too fond of lynching the 
black ones. On the other hand, the colored Methodist 
Episcopal Bishop of Atlanta, Georgia, in the Missioners 
Voice, which he edits, calls upon his brethren to “ Gat guns, 
negroes ! get guns !” and “ blow the fiendish invaders into a 
thousand jiblets.” “ May God,” he says, “ give you a good 
aim when you shoot.” Such is Christian brotherhood in the 
nineteenth century!

Mr. Price Hughes’s colleague, the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, 
has had a set back at Torquay, where he brought his address 
to a premature close because of the interruption occasioned 
by people leaving the church. He also complained of the 
indifference displayed. But whose fault is that 1 There is 
no reason in the nature of things why people should be 
interested in the outpourings of Mr. Pearse. To excite 
interest a speaker must be interesting.

Captain McGiflin, of the United States Navy, commanded 
one of the Chinese vessels in the fight at Yalu. He was 
wounded, and became such a wreck that he has committed 
suicide to end his intolerable misery. A passage from his 
diary was read to the jury, in which he declared that he 
could not believe in Christianity, and that he died, as he 
had for years lived, a believer in Buddhism.

This Sunday has been appointed as Temperance Sunday 
by the Bishop of London, and the preachers have a “ three
fold option ” of taking their texts from Deuteronomy xiv. 
20, from Proverbs xxxi. 6, or from the second chapter of 
John. ____

The Islington Gazette says that Mr. D Eyncourt wishes 
that the few, the very few, people who come before him as 
a metropolitan magistrate and decline to take the usual oath, 
because they have “ no religious belief,” would learn their 
form of oath before coming to court. The form of affirmation 
ought to be read over to the witness exactly as the oath is. 
Those who prefer to affirm may be few, but they are not so 
very few. When our sub. was last on a jury in Islington 
six out of the twelve preferred to affirm.

The Lord has been displaying his power rather than his 
goodness of late. The sufferings of the Greeks in flight, the 
earthquake in the West Indies occasioning the loss of nearly 
a thousand lives, and the horror at the Paris bazaar, may 
well give pause to Theists who believe that we live in the 
best of all possible worlds, and that all things work together 
for good. It is difficult to take up a newspaper without 
coming across facts which give the lie to the cheerful 
theory of a fatherly Providence watching over the lives of 
all his children.

The £>ailg News is rough on the Archbishop of Canter
bury. It merely says that he “ responded ” to the toast of 
“ Our Guests” at the Royal Academy dinner, while it gives 
a full report of the stilted, lifeless speech of Mr. Alfred 
Austin, the Poet Laureate. Of the two, we should prefer 
to listen to Dr. Temple ; but we welcome the slur upon his 
speech, if it signifies that the Church is sinking in import
ance. —

The Marquis of Lansdowne, responding to the toast of 
the Army, referred to the British force in Crete, which, he 
said, involved an exhibition to the turbulent inhabitants of 
that island of some of those Christian virtues which appear 
to be more honored in the breach than in the observance 
in that part of the world.

Turks as well as Christians claim that their sido is the 
cause of God. The Sultan ordered his secretary to inform 
the Khedive of the victories “ which cannot fail to occur, 
thanks to God’s aid.”

The Greeks have executed another stampede, this time 
from Pente l ’igadia. It was a retreat of the ten thousand, 
but a very different one from that which was led by Xeno
phon. _ Altogether, it must be admitted that Christ Is 
answering the prayers of his Soldiers of the Cross in 
most remarkable manner.

Thousands of peasant women and children were dragged 
along in this retreat. We repeat that this is the worst 
horror of war, and we earnestly hope that the European 
Powers will promptly mediate between the belligerents, and 
restore peace and tranquillity in the little kingdom ot 
Greece. ------

Happily the Turks are behaving well after their v ic to r ie 8 
Reuters agent at Larissa, who i-i one of the best war corre
spondents, denies the stories of Turkish outrages, and testi
fies that “ the conduct of the troops is admirable.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents. OBITUARY.

Sunday, May 9, at 7.30, Atheniuum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, 
London, subject, “  The Bible According to Dean Farrar.”

May 16, Athen;oum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, London.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

^ a' S' ^ ATTS’S Lecturing E ngagements.— May 23 and 30, 
Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road. June 6, Leicester: 
Conference of the N . S. S. Augost 15, New Brompton.— All 
communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply 
*8 required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be en- 
closed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

■ H ubrall.— N otices for the Freethinker should be sent to the 
editor, not to Mr. Forder. Y ou  must please communicate with 
the Executive about the proposed new Branch before we can 
insert an announcement.

■“ • Guthrie.—Compelled to keep over till next week. We men- 
tion it, lest you should think we had forgotten. 

uarles Caxtell.—Parcel just received. Is having attention.
Foote’s Lecture Scheme.—Sport, 5s.; C. J ., 5s. P er Miss 

J ance:  J. W alker, £1 : J. Bevins, 2s. 6d.; M. W edderburn, 
-s. 6d.

S- Hartmann, N. S. S. Treasurer, acknowledges further subscrip
tions promised at Annual D inner: F. S., £5 5s.; S. Hartmann,
to.

Many Years’ Reader (near Stockton).— W e hope we have 
acknowledged rightly under “  Sport.”  You do not give your 
name, but a subscription is an excellent guarantee of good faith. 
J leased to hear you find the Freethinker so interesting, 
k j  ®BIGGS-—W o hope you will see on reflection that you mis

understood Mr. W atts. He simply stated what he believed to 
,,c a fact—namely, that there are heretical preachers kept in the 
Christian Church because they see no other way (now) c f  earn- 
ln8 a subsistence. Mr. W atts himself does not wait for the 
full coffers of a more flourishing Secularism ; he has been preach- 
lng it for nearly forty years, and means to continue.

' p IRTH‘— havo seen the Christian World notice of Dean 
rarrar s new work on the Bible, which is pronounced to be 

able, courageous, and profoundly Christian.”  Mr. Foote 
lectures upon it this evening (May 9) at the Athemeum Hall. 
He may afterwards write upon it at considerable length, either 
*n the Freethinker or in a separate pamphlet.
■ G arner.— T he General View o f  Positivism, translated most 
admirably by Dr. Bridges, will give you a good idea of Comte’s 
Philosophy. Study afeerwards Harriet Martineau’s condensation 
°f the Positive Philosophy in two volumes. Read later, if you 
can lay hands upon it, the Positive Polity, translated by Bridges, 

j  Congreve, and Harrison.
■ " es Smith.— Mrs. Besant first wrote for the National Reformer, 

^  more than twenty years ago, under the worn de plume of “  A jax .”
J- H.—Thanks for the cutting. We are always much pleased 
o receive press extracts relating to the Secular movement or 
he work of its advocates.

i r \ Benevolent Fund.— W e have received the follow ing: 
j  M - Ridgway, 10s. Ill

“ Iijiiolson.— Modern Greokfrwaa long a degraded copy of the 
fmcient Greek lang uage, but during the last fifty years it has 

i, COn much purified and elevated.
Ai‘Ers R kueiv i d. — Vogetarian— British Messenger—Dawn of 
J.ay—Chester Chronicle— Tw o W orlds—Crescent—Isle of Man 
j ,11!160—Islamic World —Reynolds’s Newspaper— Echo—Sydney 

ujlotin—Birmingham Daily A rgus—Vegetarian Messenger— 
uiversal R epublic— W orld’s Advance Thought— St. Margaret’s 
ansh Magazine— Liberator— Truthseeker—Secular T hought— 

•p aily News—Zoophilist—Progressive Thinker.
j* National Socular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 

p cudon, where all lottors should bo addressed to Miss Vance.
^ ends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

Le arRln& kho passages to which they wish to call our attention. 
ciURB N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 

esday, or they will not be inserted.
¿ f 8 f ° r literature Bhould be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone -

lT«htter-streot, E.O.
eing contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 

th aPP«r when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
DDmber in a colored wrapper when their subscription

Tk«»pires.
freethinker w jq  j,e forwarded, direct from the publishing 

if. co> P°8t free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One Year, 
Lett ' Year, 6s. 3 d .;  Three Months, 2s. 8d.

28 «uS *or ^ 0  Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
Sr. “011 «cutter-street, London, E.O.3-ale -----—  .....— , —■ —•

coed' A dvertisements.— T hirty words, Is. 6 d . ; every suc-
4a „ '«8  ten words, fid. Displayed Advertisements:— One inch, 
for .  * Lalf column, £1 2s. fid.; column, £2 5r. Special terms
or repetitions.

Diit, ignoases Nourish in filth and poverty; religion flourishes 
bi»g,tln-rance- As people are becoming intelligent and arc 
the stu^ ?  think for themselves, they are throwing aside 

Pidities of a barbarous and fanatical faith.

It is our melancholy duty to record the death of Mr. 
Daniel Baker, of Birmingham, one of the vice-presidents 
of the National Secular Society. W e regret to say that he 
suffered greatly during the last week of his life, but he was 
conscious to the last, and was sustained by his Secular 
convictions. It will always be a pleasant recollection that 
we were able to see and converse with him a few days 
before his demise. He was tended with loving care by his 
daughter, who has our deep sympathy in her bereavement. 
Mrs. Baker, who is aged and an invalid, will feel acutely 
the loss of her life’s partner. Our heart goes out to her 
in her sorrow. Mr. Baker died early on Sunday morning. 
We believe he was in his eighty-third year. His long life 
was one of honor and usefulness. He had a mind of pene
trating quality and philosophical breadth. He thought 
clearly, and his letter^ like his speech, were marked by 
great precision. His character was one of absolute in
tegrity. No one that knew him could imagine his con
descending to falsehood or meanness. The moderate 
competence he acquired in business was freely, perhaps too 
freely, drawn upon in support of various progressive causes. 
But it was the Secular movement which commanded his 
heartiest adherence. He spent many hundreds of pounds 
upon it in Birmingham, besides subscribing liberally towards 
it elsewhere. His multitudinous acts of kindness were 
mostly unchronicled, for he was a stranger to vanity and 
ostentation. In his life he was a shining example of Secular 
morality, and in his death ho becomes an inspiring momory 
to those who had the pride and pleasure of calling him 
friend. G. W. FOOTE.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Mr. Foote lectures at the Athemeum Hall, 73 Tottenham 
Court-road, this evening (May 9), on “ The Bible According 
to Dean Farrar.” This well-known clergyman has just 
issued a big book eptitled The Bible: its Meaning and 
Supremacy, and his position in the Church of England, and, 
indeed, in the general religious world, renders it a work of 
considerable importance. Mr. Foote will review it for the 
benefit of his audience, who may not have the opportunity 
to read it themselves. ____

Having accidentally a Sunday evening off duty, Mr. Foote 
dropped in at the Queen’s Hall last Lord’s Day, and listened 
to the Sunday League concert, which was admirable. 
Haydn’s “ Creation ” was finely rendered by three soloists, 
the organ, a capital band, and a choir of three hundred and 
fifty voices. Admission is free, but there are “ reserved 
seats” at one shilling, eighteenpence, and two shillings. 
The hall was well filled, though not crowded, it being late 
in the season. On the whole, we should say, it was a middle- 
class audience; all well dressed and quite “ respectable.” 
Their attendance at Sunday concerts must be a serious loss 
to the churches and chapels.

Mr. Charles Watts had a good audience at the Athemeum 
Hall, Tottenham Court-road, last Sunday evening, when he 
gave his new lecture upon “ The Cradle, the Altar, and the 
Tomb.” His exposition of the Secular view of the training 
of children, the marriage question, and the preparation for 
death was evidently appreciated by the audience. Some 
pertinent questions were put in response to tho usual 
invitation tor discussion. Miss Vance occupied the chair, 
and made, in her unique style, a few appropriate and 
amusing remarks upon the lecture.

At the opening of the season on Peckham Rye Mr. Cohen 
had an audience of a thousand people to hear tho lecture. 
In the evening, at the Camberwell Hall, the audience was 
also a good one. This afternoon Mr. Cohen lectures for the 
first time this year in Victoria Park, near the fountain.

The Weekly Times anti Echo says that Mr. Cohen’s pam
phlet on Evolution and Christianity “ puts with the force of 
a two-edged sword the dilemma that all orthodox Chris
tians shirk”—namely, that if Evolution be true the doc
trine of the Ffi.ll of Man “ is a lie.”

An obituary notice of the lata Daniel Baker appeared in



298 THE FREETHINKER. May 9, 1897.

the Birmingham Daily Argys. It speaks of his death as 
the disappearance of “ an old standard in Birmingham 
life,” and honors his memory as that of rt an active worker” 
in all advanced movements in the city.

Mr. Daniel Baker expressed a wish that his body should 
be cremated at Manchester. This is the only reasonable 
way of disposing of the dead, and we are glad to know that 
cremation is slowly but surely progressing. It is most of 
all necessary in crowded countries like England.

A small circle of the late Charles Bradlaugh’s admirers 
went on Sunday last to Brook wood Cemetery to seethe 
finished memorial over his grave, which was much admired. 
Mrs. Bonner made a few appropriate remarks, and it was 
suggested that an annual pilgrimage to the grave might be 
arranged for (say) the first Sunday in June. No doubt the 
visitors would have been more numerous had Brookwood 
Cemetery been nearer London. For our part, not believing 
in the resurrection of the body, we have no sentiment about 
graves, which contain nothing that has any relation to the 
life of the individual or of humanity ; but the sentiment 
still survives in many Freethinkers, and it is a pity that 
Bradlaugh’s grave, and the memorial upon it, are not-more 
accessible. ____

This Sunday afternoon, at 3 prompt, Mr. Chilperic 
Edwards, author of The Witness of Assyria, and Mr. J. M. 
Wheeler, will meet any Freethinking friends who care to 
stroll with them round the galleries of the British Museum. 
They will go first to the Assyrian quarter, devoting special 
attention to objects connected with the history of religion.

Why should not dogs share in the benevolence of this 
Diamond Jubilee? One thousand pounds has been offered 
to the Temporary Home for Lost and Starving Dogs at 
Battersea, if an additional two thousand pounds can be 
raised in large or small sums. A circular to this effect has 
been sent to us by Sir G. S. Meason, treasurer, and Mr. H.
J. Ward, secretary. The address for communications is 
4 Battersea l ’ark-road, S.E. Those who have anything to 
spare for this humane object should write at once.

Our gallant contemporary, the New York Truthseeker, the 
biggest Freethought paper in America, and one which is 
very ably conducted by the Macdonald brothers, seems to 
have been severely hit by the bad times over there, and 
has had to discontinue the weekly sketches by Watson 
Heston. Eugene Macdonald has appealed to the readers 
for financial assistance, and the dollars are pouring in 
satisfactorily. American Freethinkers evidently don’t mean 
to let the Truthseeker go under. This shows their good sense.

While regretting to see from the Liberator (Melbourne) 
that our old friend, Joseph Symes, has been seriously ill, wo 
rejoice to read that he is now on the road to recovery. We 
hope he will long live to uphold the banner of Freethought 
in Australia.

The May number of the University Magazine and Free 
Review opens with an account of the controversy between 
“ Bentley and Anthony Collins,” by M. W. Wiseman. It 
has long been the fashion to say that Bully Bentley pulver
ized the author of A Discourse o f Freethinking. Mr. Wiseman 
shows that this is quite incorrect, and that the argument 
remained with Collins, and the blunders with Bentley. A 
striking instance is the critic’s strong attack on Collins for 
saying it was generally believed that the gods themselves 
came down from heaven and ate of the repasts which the 
priests prepared for them at the people’s expense.

That the purpose of sacrifice was to feed the gods was 
admitted on all sides in the controversies which accom
panied the diffusion of Christianity in the ancient times. 
The authorities are given in Spencer’s De Legibus Ilebraeorum, 
with which Collins was doubtless acquainted : so that he 
had something more than what Bentley called tnat silly and 
spurious book, Bel and the Dragon. At any rate, modern 
criticism has on this point amply vindicated the early Free
thinker.

Karl Blind writes with appreciation of the poet, Roden 
Noel, and Ernest Newman of the Russian novelist, 
Tourgenieff. “ X.” pitches into Olive Schreiner for her last 
book, and A. W. Stanbury describes and decries “ Marie 
Corelli and her Public.” One of the best articles in the 
number is “ Moral Instruction without Theology,” by F. J. 
Gould. ____

In “ Slumland by Night” “ G. M.” (surely Geoffrey 
Mortimer) shows his sympathy with, and understanding of, 
the poor and their problems, and E. Willmore writes on 
“  William Blake and Modern Problems.” There are also 
two articles dealing with social purity and the social evil.

We hope the N. S. S. Branches all over the country are

making preparations for the Annual Conference, which will 
be held at Leicester on Whit-Sunday. Important business 
will appear on the Agenda, and there should be a large 
attendance of Branch delegates and individual members.

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

R epoet of the Executive meeting held at the Society’s 
offices on Thursday, Anril 29 ; the President in the chair.

Present :—Messrs. E. Bater, C. Cohen, T. Gorniot, W. 
Heaford, S. Hartmann, A. B. Moss, F. Schaller, C. Watts, 
J. M. Wheeler, S. Jones, M. Loafer, H. J. Stace, and the 
Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed.
The final arrangements for the Annual Conference were 

then discussed. The President reported the receipt of a 
generous offer from the officers of the Leicester Secular 
Society to place their hall at our disposal, free of charge for 
the whole day, and to render any assistance in their power. 
The offer was accepted with thanks, and it was formally 
resolved that the Conference beheld at Leicester.

The secretary reported the result of her inquiries among 
the Branches concerning the Executive’s offer to assist 
financially in the issue of a monthly lecture list of the out
door work. In consequence of the late arrival of some of 
the matter for insertion, it was resolved to abandon the 
proposal until June.

Mr. W. Heaford, on behalf of the Sub-Committee who 
were elected at the last meeting to consider and report upon 
the scheme for improving the financial position of the Society 
introduced by Mr. S. Hartmann, read a report of the 
meetings which had taken place. The report was accepted, 
the thanks of the meeting being accorded to the Committee. 
At the request of Mr. Cohen, a further explanation was given 
by Mr. Hartmann, and, after a long discussion, Mr. Watts 
moved, and Mr. Cohen seconded : “ That the further con
sideration of Mr. Hartmann’s scheme stand over until the 
next special meeting of this Executive.” Carried.

The President announced that his scheme forincorporating 
a society which will legalize all property left for Secular 
purposes was now absolutely matured.

Messrs. J. M. Wheeler and H. J. Stace were re-elected as 
an Agenda Committee, and a special meeting was arranged 
for Thursday, May 13.

The meeting then adjourned.
E. M. V ance, Secretary.

LUNAR POLITICS.

I k a man asks me what the politics of the inhabitants of the 
moon are, and I reply that I do not know; that neither I, 
nor any one else, have any means of knowing ; and that, 
under these circumstances, 1 decline to trouble myself about 
the subject at all, I do not think ho has any right to call me 
a sceptic. On the contrary, in replying thus, I conceive 
that 1 am simply honest and truthrui, and show a proper 
regard for the economy of time. So Hume’s strong and 
subtle intellect takes up a great many problems about which 
we are naturally curious, and shows us that they are 
essentially questions of lunar politics, in their essence 
incapable of being answered, and therefore not worth the 
attention of men who have work to do in the world. And 
he thus ends one of his essays " If we take in hand any 
volume of Divinity, or school metaphysics, for instance, let 
us ask, Does it contain any abstract reasoning concerning 
quantity or matter ? No. Does it contain any experimental 
reasoning concerning matter o f fact or existence1 No. Com' 
mit it, theD, to the Haines ; for it can contain nothing but 
sophistry and illusion.”

Permit me to enforce this most wise advice. Why trouble 
ourselves about matters of which, however important they 
may be, we do know nothing, and can know nothing ? We by0 
in a world which is full of misery and ignorance, and the plain 
duty of each and all of us is to try to make the little corner 
he can influence somewhat less miserable and somewhat less 
ignorant than it was before he entered it. To do tins 
effectually it is necessary to be fully possessed of only two 
beliefs : the first, that the order of nature is ascertainable 
by our faculties to an extent which is practically unlimited > 
the second, that our volition counts for something as a con
dition of the course of events. T. H. H uxley.

James Thomson, a painter living in Long Island City» 
New York, has a queer delusion. Sometimes ho imagine 
himself tho savior of mankind, and at other times he thin* 
he is Beelzebub, the prince of darkness. Ho has paid to 
much attention to religious subjects.
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CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.

Mr. V irchand R. Gandhi, in an article on “  Christian 
Missions in India,” in the Arena, makes some strong state
ments,_ which are worthy of notice. He says : “ These mis
sionaries do not come with gentleness and reasoning, but 
they come reviling our religions and customs.” Their 
boasted success he much discounts, remarking that the 
numbers are furnished by the missionaries, who are well 
known in India for their truthfulness. They know well how to 
swell the list. From the rank and file of the poor, low, 
'gnorant people come the Christian converts. And how 
are these secured 1 Sometimes by giving them each a half- 
peck of rice per week until conversion is secured ; others 
are secured by giving large dinners and serving sweet
meats prepared with intoxicants, which generally bring the 
greatest harvest of souls for ready baptism ; and these con- 
verts_ are often registered in several churches, thereby in
creasing the list. Straightforward, honorable work is a 
rarity with missionaries in India—that is, when they work 
at all. The British Government have now added Burmah 
to their Indian Empire, and the Karen Christians, a wild 
tribe numbering many thousands, are added to the Chris
tian community of India, which, of course, swells the 
Dumber. Taking into consideration the Nestorians, Roman 
Catholics, and the Lutheran Caste Christians, the Hindu 
converts (true Hindus) are but a mere handful. Civilization 
bas, however, introduced into India another race or kind of 
People who are growing too numerous. These are the off
spring of the poor, low-caste Hindu women and high-stand- 
1Dg> moral, European Christian fathers (illegitimate, of 
course): but they help to swell the missionary report, and 
tbey dub them all Hindu.
-..Are the converts better than the benighted heathen 1 

Gandhi does not think so. He says : “ So long as a 
rtindu is true to his religion (I mean a high-caste Hindu) 
i16 will never eat, touch, or taste meat, wines, or liquors ; 
put as soon as he forsakes his religion and becomes a Chris- 
wai\ he is at liberty to do all these and more.” He cites 
mdame Pfeifer as saying: “ I have made the minutest 

mqmries in all places respecting the results of missions, and 
aXe. always heard that a baptism is one of the greatest 
arities. The few Christians in India, who here and there 
°rm .villages of twenty or thirty families, have resulted 

Pribcipally from orphan children who had been adopted 
b(1 brought up by the missionaries : but even these require 
b ,be supplied with work, and comfortably attended to, ir 

tô  prevent them from falling back into their super

.Alluding to the manner in which missionaries travel 
. °ut to spread the gospel, she says : “ At the same time, 
a must be remembered that these journeys are not made in 

yc^y simple manner, as mine has been, for instance. The 
l 's?l°nary surrounds himself with numerous conveniences ; 
WifK P^uuqums carried by men, pack-horses or camels, 
>na'1 ê.nts> beds, culinary and table utensils, servants and 
j, ms in sufficient number. And who pays for all this? 
Am U-ently P°or credulous souls in Europe and North 
thaf Ŵ ° ° ^ en deny themselves the necessaries of life 
(j: ''heir little savings may be squandered in this way in 
the ai^ of the world.” Christians often complain of
cree?anner *a wb>cb Freethinkers ridicule and scorn their 
hi ' ■ l’>ut,_says Mr. Gandhi, the Christian missionaries in 
o country issue tracts in so reviling a.spirit that, if similar 
shed Woro published in America, they would cause blood-

diljP India there are representatives of some twenty-five 
Poliren*1 ndssionary societies, differing more or less in 
V *  orKanization, discipline, and partially iir doctrine. 
fro f cann°t go anywhere in India without being con- 

0cJ with the question, “ To what church do you belong ?” 
calle ni*1 bhoy ipay add, “ Oh ! there are so many so- 
Utidfi Christian bodies besides yours.” How are we to 
en CBtand which is right (if any)? Go, settle your diffcr- 
c°U)e’ an<̂  8Ilow brotherly love among yourselves, and then 
tian us, if you can come not reviling. As to the Chris- 
efitaKr°uernrnent which we now have in India, it has 
t° all 11 ed a number of schools, but not one of them is free 
for (f,0 aa,s.es °I people. We thank the British Government 
have yUnd*nK the various educational institutions which 
of un’ r° Û . IodM* hundreds and thousands of graduates 
euli(ij*'?e,'sh ies; but it is a lamentable state of Christian 
ludia/rnai.en!' we Imd in the fact that the government of 
clasS(; '■Christian) has not even tried to educate the poorer 
ro°re , Wlthout charging fees. The fees per month are 
he *an many a man receives for his labor, with which 
^Uini„si  8uPPort his entire family. Education, then, is 
, Even i°n<̂  ability to obtain.
have on 'v len Iamine does not rage, half the people only 
phriati„e ln!?al Per day, and often these poor people become 
food (*f you can call it so) by the alluring promise of 
Mne .I . 0,8 soon as these have once eaten meat or drank 
caste. are forever outcast even from their own low 
ate ke ‘ \n<* now the trouble begins. Except where they 

1 by tho missionaries, even the English in India will

seldom employ as servant a native convert. The reason is 
plain. The convert conceives the idea that with his conver
sion comes the liberty to do anything he chooses.

A BIG CONFIDENCE GAME.

All institutions are creatures of growth, and, like a polli- 
wog, no institution can tell what it will be like when 
it is full grown. If the old Romans who first started that 
great and wonderful civilization had been told just what 
their la^er religious and political institutions would be like, 
they could not have believed or even understood what was 
meant. The Mohammedan, the Buddhist, the ancient Jews, 
have all grown into their religions; and, if one had been 
asked to believe what was taught his progeny a few hundred 
years later, he would have been much offended. This is 
true of the dominant religion in our country to-day. If the 
Christian of a few years ago had advocated what the 
strictest of any sect does to-day, they would have been 
put to death. It hardly seems possible that this is a 
fact, but all we have to do to prove it is to mention Bruno, 
who was burned in 1G00 for teaching that the earth moves, 
and that there is a plurality of worlds.

The changes come so gradually that many people do not 
realize that any change is taking place, and such people are 
not open to conviction ; they will not investigate all sides ; 
they are not freethinkers or truthseekers. They claim that 
their religion is the whole truth, they seek no farther, and 
so, instead of trying to advance, they have not the proper 
incentives, and are even afraid to investigate.

So, in the course of time, it has come about that the 
religion of Jesus has grown into a huge confidence game, and 
those who are swindled the worst are the loudest in its 
praise.

Ministers, who are the worst confidence men in our 
country, are often ignorant of the fact themselves, which 
makes their work of deluding other innocent parties more 
complete ; and this big game, with its millions of agents, has 
so tangled our machinery of progress that at times we seem 
almost at a standstill. Heavy taxes are paid by those 
already burdened almost beyond endurance, in order that 
these confidence men may have their place of business go 
free. The pennies, the nickels, and the dollars are taken 
from our starving people, and sent across the ocean to a 
heathen people to teach them to help perpetuate this confi
dence trick. Our young people are driven wild wiih excite
ment, and in this state yield themselves a willing prey to 
any foolish work that the preacher may^ask, even to giving 
up their reason and believing anything that is told them. 
Women, who have good, kind husbands, are induced to con
fide in the priest or preacher, instead of their own husbands, 
and thus oftentimes a coldness springs up, causing dissen- 
tion, separation, and misery. How long will the people 
stand this evil, which has crept upon us like a thief in the 
night? Secularists say that it will continue to curse the 
world until something better is put in its place. Dear 
reader, if you are bound by the chains of sin, or if you have 
ignorantly become a victim of the greatest confidence game 
on earth, for the sake of Humanity break your bonds 
and help us to lay the foundation of a purer and a truer 
civilization.

—The Torch o f Reason.

Obituary.
On April 2!), while following his ordinary occupation, Mr. 

Harry Shingler, for many years a member of Leicester 
Secular Society, died, aged 30. Although warned that his case 
was hopeless and desperate, his interest remained un
diminished in all matters connected with our propaganda. 
He was largely instrumental in the formation of a cricket 
club for Sunday-school scholars, coaching them himself 
when he felt able. Of a cheerful disposition, his company 
was sought by a wide circle of friends, to whom his untimely 
end came as a great shock. The interment took place at the 
local cemetery on May 3. He wasbornetohis last resting-place 
by six members of tho Society, in the presence of a largo 
number of friends and members ; Mr. Wilbur, an esteemed 
vice-president, conducting the Secular Burial Service in an 
efficient and impressive manner. It remains to be said that, 
in face of sufferings which at times must have been most 
acute, he faced the inevitable with tho calm serenity that 
only the truly brave can manifest. He was a dutiful and 
affectionate son, a faithful and considerate husband, a true 
friend, a jovial companion : let this bo his reeord and his 
epitaph.—E. P.

It is hotter to get rid of an old delusion than to discover 
a new truth.—Ludwig Boerne.

Tho history of progress is the history of minorities.
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WHERE IS JESUS CHRIST? B O O K  C H A T .

A  Curious Speculation.
An astronomer had just shown a man Jupiter in a telescope. 
The man was pious, the astronomer was “ undevout.”

“ Is that a world you are showing me V queried the man.
“  Probably it is,” said the astronomer.
“ I wonder,” added the man, “ if Jesus Christ has been 

crucified there tool”
The astronomer, knowing much more of Jupiter than of 

Jesus, could venture no reply to the last query. But the 
incident sets me athinking in quite an original direction.

You know, according to those most truthful of records, 
that Jesus left the earth for heaven about 1,864 years ago, 
informing his followers that he would return to earth in a 
short time—in fact, during the course of their natural lives. 
He has never returned, and there is no sign or sound of his 
second advent. This is a very serious matter, and believers 
are very much exercised over i t ; and their hearts are wrung 
and lacerated terribly when the scoffing sceptic cries: 
“  Where is the promise of his coming V The Christians can 
assign no reason for the failure of J. C. to reappear, any 
more than the followers of Joanna Southcott can for her 
delay in coming back to be the mother of the Messiah.

Now, I think I am able to suggest a reason why Jesus has 
not returned according to promise ; and my explanation 
ought to convey the most solid comfort to those devout 
souls who “ love his appearing.”

You see, when Jesus ascended to go to heaven, he had no 
knowledge at all of Jupiter—didn’t know such a world as 
Jupiter existed. But as he travelled on through space on 
the back of a cherub, which snorted fire along the road, and 
as age after age passed by, and nearly a thousand years had 
run since he left the earth and no resting-place had yet been 
found, he saw Jupiter just in front of him, and resolved to 
call there for a few days’ rest and change of air. So he put 
spurs to his cherub, and was soon landed on Jupiter.

J. C. found the planet Jupiter immensely bigger and 
more interesting than the earth, and the people much more 
numerous.

“ Dear me!” he exclaimed, by-and-bye, “ how came my 
father to commit so gross a blunder as to send me to save 
so trumpery a world as the Earth—that paltry speck over 
yonder ; why, dear me, I can’t see it anywhere. Why, how 
was it he sent me to that paltry speck, and not to this huge 
world 1”

So J. C., after resting a few months on Jupiter, resolved 
to do a little salvation work in that huge planet on his own 
account. So he provided himself with a new mother; and 
as the period of gestation there is much longer than here— 
because Jupiter’s year is almost twelve times the length of 
ours—he was not born until almost nine years after his 
conception.

Having been born, and slowly grown up to manhood, he 
found, when he had finished his work, been crucified, and 
having risen from the dead, that over four hundred years had 
passed since he had landed to rest on Jupiter ; and now he 
thought his father might be a bit anxious about him, and 
resolved to make straight tracks for home.

At the present time J. C. is, according to my most devout 
reckoning, about half way between Jupiter and Saturn. He 
does not yet know anything of the latter planet; but, should 
he come in contact with it, I venture to predict that he will 
land first on one of the rings, and then descend to the planet 
itself. Should he choose a mother, and be reincarnated 
there, gestation, work, etc., and death and resurrection will 
take up no less than from 900 to 1,000 years.

If Jesus should stay to perform his grand_ comic farce on 
Uranus and Neptune too, it will be some time ere he gets 
back to his father. In Uranus alone it will take him about 
2,600 years to get through the play ; while in Neptune it 
will take him about 5,400 years.

The reader will understand that I have given Jesus equal 
proportionate times in all the planets named, taking each 
planet’s year as the standard of measurement.

If my surmise be correct—and who will venture to 
question it 1—why, I must have been divinely inspired to 
write it. If I am right, the reader will understand how it 
is Jesus has not returned to earth. And I am confident 
that my explanation is the most rational yet put forward 
to account for Christ’s long delay. Looking at all the facts 
of the case, I do not think Jesus will return to earth until 
after the year 1,000,00*4 A.D., and I shall feel no surprise if 
100,000,000 years should pass before he comes. Would you 1

Jos. Symes.

Theologians no longer speak with authority. They are 
content to suggest, and to deprecate hasty contradiction. 
Those who believed on trust have passed into uncertainty. 
Those who uphold orthodoxy cannot agree on what ground
to defend it...... Doctrines once fixed as a rock are now fluid
as water. Truth is what men trow. Things are what men 
think...... What is generally doubted is doubtful.—Fronde.

L ieutenant-Colonel A. B. E llis is the first living authority 
on the peoples of the Gold Coast of Africa. In his work on 
The Land o f Fetish (chap, xiii., p. 228) he tells of “ a teacher 
of the Gospel ” he stayed with at Anamaboe. At breakfast 
“ the preacher came in accompanied by two young girl8 
about twelve or thirteen years of age.” “  We asked our host 
if he required anything, and he said, ‘ N o ;’ he had only 
come to do a little business with us. We then inquired 
what that business might be, and, after a little beating 
about the bush, he informed us that, as Anamaboe was 
rather a dull place for Europeans, he thought we might like 
to buy these two girls, and, if so, we could have them for £1 
a piece.”

* * *
This man of God “ confessed that they had been given to 

him by their parents in payment of some debt—in fact, they 
were slaves.” Afterwards he “ asked that we should delay 
our departure in order that he might preach a sermon to 
the men. The hypocrisy of this proposition, coming as it 
did immediately after the other, was more than we could 
stand, and, expressing our thoughts in unequivocal terms, 
we paid him what we owed, and got the men together ready 
to march off. The village pastor, however, was not going 
to be done out of an opportunity of showing forth before his 
unsophisticated flock, and, while we were preparing to start 
delivered an exhortation in which ‘ the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon,’ ‘ soldiers of the Lord,’ ‘ smite with the edge 
of the sword,’ and similar expressions, were jumbled together 
in a meaningless jargon ; while, when we moved off, h° 
strode alongside for some distance, open-mouthed, shouting, 
in a discordant voice, that highly appropriate hymn called 
‘ Hold the fort’—the work of those itinerant vendors of 
religion, Messrs. Moody and Sankey.”

*  *  *

“ Whenever I meet such creatures,” says the author, “ I 
am moved to anger, and restrain myself only with difficulty- 
Little children in England stint themselves in the luxury of 
sweets by giving of their scarce pence to aid the ‘ poor 
missionaries’ ; and people, who can ill afford to be charitable, 
contribute their mite to further the promulgation of Chris
tianity among heathen negroes; while scoundrels like this 
preacher batten upon the subscriptions thus raised, live in 
the best house in the village, acquire authority and wealth 
and lead a happy life of idleness and vice. The persons who 
draw up those highly-colored mission reports for the benefi 
of the gullible British public have a great deal to answer 
for.”

■ * *  *

In another book, The Yoruba-speahin;/ Peoples, Colonel 
Ellis has some excellent remarks on the religion of th0 
people, which throws light on the origin of all faiths. H'j 
says': “ Timor fecit deos, and those natural features and 
objects which experience has shown to be more frequently 
the apparent cause of mishaps, have more regard paid to 
them, or rather to their animating principles, than those 
which have proved to be innocuous. Every man worship8 
that from which he has most to fear or most to expect, and 
it is commonly something with which ho is daily brought 
into contact. Thus, fishermen pay most attention to the 
indwelling spirits of the sea, and of the shoals aDd reefs on 
which their canoes might be wrecked ; while the agr,‘ 
culturalist worships the spirit of the stream that flows nea> 
his dwelling, or that of the cliff or mass of rock which over
hangs his plantation, and those of the gigantic silk cottoi* 
tree, whose downfall so frequently crushes to death tb 
inhabitant of the forest. Objects of worship are thus loc»1» 
and are worshipped only by those in the neighborhood.”

* * *
A change in this early form of faith comes when an imag 

is set up. It “ has the effect of weakening the tie between 
the indwelling spirit and the object it animates” by rei»0* 
ing it from its proper dwelling-place, so that in time tb 
original meaning may be lost. The stream-god may becom 
the protecting spirit of a village, and, if the village is Pr.°” 
perous, that of an entire tribe or nation. Tutelary dei*1® ’ 
says Colonel Ellis, “ are either nature-gods, who have bce0 
severed from their proper surroundings, or ghost-gods, wbos 
origin has been forgotten.”

*  *  *

A new drama, bv Mr. Bernard Shaw, entitled The ^ eV\te, 
Disciple, was performed at a London suburban the»1 
recently for copyright purposes. The play is divided u' 
three acts, and the scene is laid at Websterbridge, y  t0 
Hampshire, where General John Bunyan was forced 0 
capitulate during the War of Independence in 1777. * j 
General and some of his officers figure in the long list 
dramatis persona, as well as the widow and several meinD 
of the family of Peter Dudgeon, who had been hanged »  ̂
rebel. The play goes to the Garrick Theatre, New 
where it will bo produced under the auspices of Mr. Rich 
Mansfield.
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. A catechism, while probably the very best form of oral 
instruction, rarely commends itself to the mere reader, who 
wishes to get answers without the trouble of reading 
questions. The form of a catechism, however, has distinct 
advantages, and, unlike the more popular form of dialogue, 
it does not enable the author to escape without making his 
own meaning clear. A Rationalist Catechism, by Aletheia, 
M.D. (Watts & Co.; 0d.), should be of interest to all 
interested in Freethought propaganda, and the_ form should 
commend it to young, inquiring minds. It gives in brief 
and concise shape a large number of the conclusions of 
rational science and criticism with regards to religion.

The thorough character of the Catechism may be judged 
by its very opening, which runs as follows

Who created you ?—I was not created.
Why do you say so ?—Because nothing that exists was created ; 

all has been evolved or opened out from something existing before.
Is it possible for anything to be created?—No; for creation 

means made suddenly from nothing.
And why cannot anything be made out of nothing ?—Because 

the universe cannot contain more nor less than is contained in it 
already.
. The Btories of the “  creation ” and “  fall ” of man, then, as given 
W Genesis, are not true ?—No ; they are mythical.

Then, if the stories of these are mythical, it must follow that 
those of “ original sin” and “ redemption” by the death of a 
savior, as given in the New Testament, are equally mythical and 
untrue ?—Yes, certainly ; for if there was no original sin there 
could be no need of redemption.

The contradictions of the Bible and many of the 
absurdities of the alleged infallible revelation are well 
brought out in this Catechism. It would be easy to take 
exception to particular passages—as, for instance, that the 
chief gods “ are simply personifications of the sun.” Any 
reader of Colonel Ellis’s works, referred to on the preceding 
Page, will know that this statement is too broadly ex
pressed. But Aletheia, M.D., is evidently a person who has 
thought for himself, and, although we should by no means 
endorse all the statements in his Catechism, it will give its 
readers plenty to think about, and is well calculated to 
stimulate further inquiry.

* * *
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb are writing an exhaustive 

analysis of trade unionism and its relation to other demo
cratic movements, to which The History of Trade Unionism, 
published in 1894, may be regarded as an introduction. _ It 
13 called Industrial Democracy: A Study in Trade Unionisvi, 
and will fill two volumes. Messrs. Longman are the pub- 
hshers.

, The volume of selections which Mr. Meredith has made 
.corn his published poems for Messrs. Constable will appear 
lQ May. There is no likelihood that the collection will 
contain any entirely new poems, though this possibility is 
P°t barred. The collection will contain most of Mr. 
Meredith’s poetry. At present this is contained in five 
volumes, which are in the hands of Messrs. Macmillan. The 
»elections will not be meagre, for the promised volume is 
ukely to run to some 300 octavo pages.

W hited Sepulchres.
The preacher prayed in woful tone 

For the thief in the felon’s cell,
And told of his punishment here on earth 

And his endless days in hell;
But the thief that sat in the best front pew 

That he might be seen and heard—
Of the Shylock thief of the hopeless poor,
• The priest never uttered a word !

And he told of the harlot steeped in sin, 
And the rum-seller’s awful doom ;

And he said if they didn’t cease to increase, 
Hell would run short of room ;

But the pirates that have stolen the earth, 
And their brothers’ blood have shed—

Oh the parson smiled as he winked at them, 
And never a word he said !

c hveh, the national, originally the family God, evidently 
ns „ by .Jews in their own image, is throughout depicted 
" a J?avaKe deRyt a passionate, relentless, and cruel partisan, 

On 7?an of war,’’ a jealous God visiting the sins of the fathers 
Abr b °biWren. At the outset he was the tutelary deity of 
lust am,’ i saac> an,l Jacob. He was the God of the Jews, 
Xi. y i 8 Ghemosh was the God of the Amorites (see Judges 
(5iye '• Not until the time of the prophets was prominence 

u to .Tahveh’s regard for ethics.—“ Footsteps o f the Past.

CORRESPONDENCE.

BEARDING THE TURK.
TO THE EDITOR OP “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir ,—I take great exception to those parts of your article 
on the above in which you praise the Concert of Europe (in 
which England has been doing nothing but the flat business), 
and also your attempt to whitewash the imbecile conduct 
of Lord Salisbury. I don’t call Lord Salisbury a wilful liar 
because he has blustered at the Sultan, and then, through 
cowardice, has drawn back ; but he has pre-eminently played 
the fool, and been jockeyed by the Concert. If the Concert 
had really wished for peace, there need have been no war; 
but they were determined that the Greeks should leave 
Crete before the Turkish forces—a mere matter of punctilio 
(if they were sincere ; but the sincerity of these Christian 
bullies is open to question), and this rendered war inevitable. 
The apologists for the Concert say, if we had not joined it, 
the other Powers would have settled the matter without us ; 
but, as our position in the Concert has been simply to 
register the will of the other Powers, and England has not 
had the slightest influence, we might as well have been out 
of it.

It is curious how people seem to forget the sneers of the 
Tories at Mr. Gladstone, who initiated the European Concert. 
One Tory comic paper had a powerful cartoon on the 
subject, depicting the instrumentalists all playing different 
tunes.

It was folly on the part of English or any other men to 
encourage Greece to fight; but, on the other hand, it was 
useless to discourage them. There are times in the life of a 
nation when frenzy takes possession of it, and this was one 
of those cases. War was inevitable, except Crete was fairly 
treated by the Powers.

The policy of the Tory party from 1827 downwards has 
been a lunatic policy as regards Greece. Every endeavor 
should have been made to strengthen her, and to make at 
least a good second-rate nation. The imbecility of the Duke 
of Wellington’s government England is paying for to-day. 
When the Powers intervene, it is impossible to foreshadow 
whether intervention will mean peace or a greater war. 
Their interests are diverse, and, after eighteen hundred 
years of the beneficent religion of Christ, they put no trust 
in one another, and the fact is they are nothing but a gang 
of armed brigands. If, on calm consideration, any of 
them think they are strong enough to play their own game, 
what will the Concert be worth ? If the interests of this 
country had been paramount with Lord Salisbury, he should 
have acted all through in strong sympathy with the Greeks, 
and he possibly might have prevented war; but, alas ! he 
has been well described as a lath painted to look like iron.

A. J. Marriott.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

N ew Governess—“ Why did Herod order the massacre of 
the innocents 1” Squatter’s Daughter—“ To get their 
scalps!”

Salvation Lass—“ My good man, why don’t you get saved 1 
The Lord objects to no one.” Boozer—“ Don’t doubt it, my 
dear, after looking at you !”

The Apostle Paul was hard at work on that portion of his 
Epistle to the Homans now known as the sixth chapter, 
when there came a knock at the door, and a fresh-looking 
youth stepped in. “ What do you want?’ asked Paul, " i  
have come, sir,” said the caller, “ to ask if you don’t want to 
hire an amanuensis.” “ Young man,” replied the Apostle, 
“ I think 1 can make this hard enough for the commentators 
to understand without any outside help.” And he turned 
again to his manuscript.

“ What do you think God would say to you, Elsie, were 
you to meet him this morning, for your neglect to rememlier 
him and ask his blessing before going to sleep ?” “ He
would say ,‘ Don’t mention it, Elsie,” ’ replied the budding 
sceptic.

First Youngster-“ I’ve got a new baby brother, what 
came from heaven last night.” Second Youngster—“ That’s 
nothin’. My little baby brother went to heaven yesterday.” 
First Youngster (reflectively)—“ Pete, I bet it is the same 
kid.”

The cure for false theology is motherwit. Forget your 
books and traditions, and obey your moral perceptions at 
this hour. That which is signified by the words “ moral ” 
and “  spiritual ” is a lasting essence, and, with whatever 
illusions we have loaded them, will certainly bring back 
the words, age after age, to their ancient meaning.—R. IF. 
Emerson.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]
LONDON.

T h e  A t h e n .eum  H a ll  (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W .) : 7.30, 
G. W. Foote, “ The Bible According to Dean Farrar.”

B r a d la u g h  Club  and  I n stitu te  (36 Newington Green-road, Ball’s 
P ond): 7.15, A. B. Moss, “  John Stuart Mill and Charles Bradlaugh.” 
Preceded by vocal and instrumental music. May 8, at 8.30, Smoking 
concert and dance. May 11, at 8.30, “ Delicate Ground”  by Dramatic 
Class and long night dance.

Ca m b e r w e l l  (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
W . Heaford, “  The Old Heresies of our New Archbishop.”

E ast L ondon Et h ic a l  Society (Libra-road, Old F ord ): 7.30, G. 
Spiller, “  Responsibility.”

East London Branch (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road): 
8, W. J. Ramsey.

Islington Branch : 9, Special meeting at the Bradlaugh Club. 
South London Ethical Society, Surrey Masonic Hall, Oamberwell 

New-road: 11.15, Sunday School; 7, Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Am I my 
Brother’s Keeper?”

We3T London Ethical Society (Kensington Town H a ll) : 11.15, 
Dr. Stanton Coit, “  Am I my Brother’s Keeper ?”

W est London Branch N.S.S. (381 Harrow-road, Paddington): May 
10, at 9, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Ca m b e r w e l l  (Station-road): 11.30, A  lecture.
Ca m b e r w e l l  B ranch  (Peckham R y e ) : 3.15, Stanley Jones, “ Jesus 

Christ in South Africa.”
Cle r k e n w e l l  G reen  (Finsbury Branch) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The 

Wandering Jews.”
Edmonton (Angel-road) : 7, Stanley Jones, “  Jesus Christ in Africa.” 
Finsbury P a r k  (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15, 

W. Heaford, “ Posers to the Pious.”
H am m ersm ith  (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, O. Cohen. 
H a r r o w -ro ad  (corner of Walterton-road) : 3.30, R. Rosetti.
Hyd e  P a r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
I slington  (Highbury Fields, Highbury Corner) : 11.30, F. Haslam., 
K il b u r n  (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, R. P. Edwards. 
K ingsland  (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, W. Heaford. 
L im ehouse (Triangle, Salmon’s lane): 11.30, S. Jones.
Mile End Waste: 11.30, O. Cohen; 7, W. J. Ramsey. May 12, at 

8, F. Haslam.
W ood G reen  (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, >H. P. Ward, “  From 

Wesleyan Pulpit to Secular Platform.”
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, O. Cohen,

COUNTRY.
B arn sl e y  (Black-a-moor Head Hotel): 1, Members’ meeting. 
B ir m in g h a m  (Bristol-street Board School): 7,J. Russell, “ Voltaire.” 
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, Percy 

Ward, “ Shall we Live after we are Dead ?”
Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, A  reading. 
Leed3 (Crampton’s Hotel, Briggate): 7, “ Should an Atheist Fear 

Death ?”  Members’ meeting after lecture.
L iv e r p o o l  (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-«treet): 7, J. Roberts,“ The 

Teachings and Conduct of Jesus.”  Committee meeting after lecture.
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saintsl: 6.30, 

L. Small, B.Sc., “  Theories of Development; with reference to Contro
versy between the Duke of Argyll and Herbert Spencer.”

Pontypridd (28 .Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday 
evening. Discussion invited.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
Members and friends meet in front of Victoria Station at 9.15, and go 
by train, at 9.25, to Kiveton Park, thence walk via Anston, Roche 
Abbey, Maltby, Braithwell, and Edlington to Oonisboro', and there take 
7.45 train for home. Return fare, Is. 4d.

South SniELDs (People’s Palace, Ocean-road): Harry Snell—7, “ The 
Religion of the Body.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
B arn sl e y  (May Day Green): W. Dyson—11, “  PracticalGhristianity]” ; 

6.45, “ Christian Socialism: A Reply to Tom Mann.”
South Sh ields  (Market P lace): 11.30, H. Snell, “ The Priest and

the Child.”

Lecturers’ E ngagem ents.
0 . Coh en , 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—May 9, 

m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Hammersmith. 16, m., Hiuley- 
road ; a., Finsbury Park ; e., Kilburn. 23, m., Hyde Park ; a., Victoria 
Park ; e., Edmonton. 30, m., Wood Green ; a., Victoria Park. June 6, 
Leicester N. S. S. Conference. 13, m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., 
Edmonton.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London,S.E.—May 9, m., Olerkenwell; e., 
Bradlaugh Club. 23, m , Oamberwell; a., Peckham-rye. 30, e., 
Edmonton. June 6, m., Hyde Park; a., Harrow-road; e., Hammer
smith. 13, m , Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 27, m., Wood Green; 
e., Edmonton.

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
W ITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)

London : E. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W. J .  Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dp 
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 61. Made ONLY at No. 15 Chadwell- 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., poBt free (reduction in larger 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell & Oo. ” and “  J. W. Rendall,”  etc., being speciously 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark .

No. 1 8 2 ,6 8 8 .

in Red Ink on each Box, without which None abb Genuine.
Higginson’a Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8s. 4d., 4s. 6d. 

and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Oo .ipound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. A ll prices po». free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., Clerkanwell, E.C.THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.B., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound tn sloth, gilt Uttered.
Price Is., post free.

*„* In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, tb* 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 P*f>** 
at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution 1*' 
a dozen post free. >

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says ; “ Mr HolOeJ_ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost nnexceptionable statement of the ” o0j 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to m°r* 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to ths 
Malthusian cause and to numan well-being generally is just his corn0 , 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and n>®r 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of ths requisites at tD 
lowest possible prices.”  j

The Council of the Malthnsian League, Dr. Drysdals, Dr. Allbutt,*“ 
otherr, have also spoken of it in very high terms. „  n

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, »• 
Other orders should bs sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAQE, BERKS-

POSITIVISM.
H. P. W a r d , 9 Leighton-crescent, Leighton-road, N.W.—May 9, m , 

Wood Green; e., New Brompton. Hi, m., Mile End; e., Edmonton. 
23, m., Clerkenwell Gresn ; a., Finsbury Park ; e., Mile End. 30, m., 
Camberwell; a., Pecaham Rye ; e., Oamberwell Hall.

J. F a g a n , 43 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—May 16, 
m., Hyde Park. 23, o., Hammersmith. Jane 13, a., Harrow ; e., Kilburn. 
July 11, e., Hammersmith. 18, m., Hyde Park. August 8, a., Harrow ; 
e., Kilburn. September 19, e., Hammersmith. 26, m., Hyde Park.STANTON, the People’a Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
I f  yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
plstinnm, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction, 
l i . ; painless by gae, 6i.

NEW CASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity,
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.— Church of Humanity, 23 Blandfor“ '
street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tow er-sire^  
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednei 
of every month at 7.30. -g

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to c0?,ugat 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and w » 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

CjWIFT,” “ PREMIER,” “ NEW HOWE,” and
LAN ” CYCLES supplied for Cash only. Most liberal d'S uj 

in the trade. Secondhand Machines of every description. Oats 
upon application.—F. Todd, 21 Abdale-road, London, W.
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FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.
BY

48 Pages, beautifu lly  printed and elegantly  
bound, price  Sixpence,

THE

G. W. FOOTE.
First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents Old Nick—Fire ! 11—Sky Pilots—Devil Dodgers—Fight
ing Spooks—Damned Sinners—Where is Hell ?—Spurgeon and Hell— 
Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?—God in Japan—Stanley on Providence—Gone 
to God—Thank God—Judgment Day—Shelley’s Atheism—Long Faces 
—Our Father—Wait Till You Die— Dead Theology—Mr. Gladstone on 
Devils—Huxley’s Mistake—The Gospel of Freethought—On Ridicule— 
Who are the Blasphemers ?—Christianity and Common Sense—The Lord 
of Hosts—Consecrating the Colors—Christmas in Holloway Gaol—Who 
Killed Christ?—Did Jesus Ascend?—The Rising Son?—St. Pauls 
Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of Persecution—Luther 
and the Devil—Bible English—Living by Faith—Victor Hugo— 
Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman—Tennyson and the Bible— 
Christ’s Old Coat—Christ’s Coat, Number Two—Scotched, Not Slain— 
God-Making—God and the Weather—Miracles—A Real Miracle—Jesus 
on Women—Paul on Women—Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth ), 2s. 6d.
Contents : — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’s Day— 

professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse— 
■BracUaiigij’g Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel* 
chizedek—S’w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel ?—A.re 
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—“ Thus Saith the 
Lord ’’—Believe or be Damned —Christian Charity—Religion and Money— 
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ 
Cp to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin 
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of 
Grod—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels— 
"frs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and 
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor— 
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men— 
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper— 
Lhe Parson’s Living W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic 
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible !—Forgive and Forget—The Star 

Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution— 
^igottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for 
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecnttor-atreet, E.C.

PR IC E  THREEPENCE.

THE SECULAR ALMANACK 
FOR 1897.

EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contonts are :—Hamlet’s Last W ords, by G. W . 
i o ° t e ; The Glory of Unbelief, by C..W atts ; Hospitals N ot of 
Christian Origin, by J. M. Whoolor ; An Inspired Woman ; A 
f^Rro Sermon ; Anecdotes of Frodoriek the G roa t; Job and Jah, 
y G. L. Mackonzio ; Worship and Imagination, by W . Heaford ; 
n<I Information concerning Froethought W ork and Organization,

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and 

Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1,000 Men and 
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s. 

footsteps of the Fast. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Religion and Custom. 3s.

BRde Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch-
craft. Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated 
2s. 6d.

Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth, 
jocular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is. 

l*e Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d. 
atan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Hies of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C.

Price Gd. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.
SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.

WITH NOTES BY

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WIIEELER. 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A  C AN D ID  CRITICISM

OF

MR. WILSON BARRETT’S P L A Y
BY

G. W . F O O T E
C on ten ts  :—

A  Pious Play 
Blasphemous Abuse 
Melodrama 
“  Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality 
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
The Neronic Persecution
The Forged Passage in Tacitus: its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W O R K S BY CHARLES W ATTS.
THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY EXAMINED, FROM

A RATIONALIST STANDPOINT. 64 pp., 6d., by post 7d.
THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPARED

WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d.
CHRISTIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND IN

FLUENCE. 4d., by post 5d.
SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE.

3d., by post 4d.
AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIAN THEISM: WHICH

IS THE MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.
A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT’S “ TACTICS OF

INFIDELS.” Cd., by post 7d.
THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter to

the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post 2Jd.
THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL; OR,

BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d., by post 4d.
EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d., by post 

4d.
HAPPINESS IN HELL AND MISERY IN HEAVEN.

3d., by post 4d.
SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d.
BIBLE M ORALITY: Its Teachings Shown to be Contra

dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3$d.
SECULARISM: ITS RELATION TO THE SOCIAL

PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 2jd.
SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON, AND

IS IT SUFFICIENT T o  MEET THE WANTS OF MANKIND? 
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (Halifax, N.S.) and 
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake and 
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 
Is., by post Is. 2d.

IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE ? Reply to
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d.

SAINTS AND SINNERS : WHICH 1 3d., by post 4d. 
WHY DO RIGHT? A Secularist’s Answer. 3d., by post 4d. 
EDUCATION : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by post 2jd. 
THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SUNDAY

A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.
THE EXISTENCE OF G O D ; OR, QUESTIONS FOR

TH EISta. 2d., by post 2Jd.
CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION. 3d., by post 4d. 
London : Watts &. Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Just published, price Twopence,

Evolution & Christianity.
B y  C. C O H E N .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,
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TO THE READERS OF THE “ FREETHINKER
f

If

W e are ready to admit that this Season of the year is not the best either for the Manufacturers 
or for ourselves to sell large quantities of our Lot 11, consisting of 1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets, 
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 Tablecloth. Taking advantage of the Manufacturers 
wish to clear their stocks even at less than cost price, we have made a contract to take 1,000 
Lots during the next two Months. Having secured the goods at exceptionally low prices, we 
are prepared to make a very exceptional offer to the readers of the Freethinker. The price for 
one parcel, carriage paid, will be 21s., or three for £3. In each parcel we shall include a copy of 
Flowers o f  Freethought, by G. W . Foote, value 2s. 6d., and a receipt for Is. 6d. for the supply 
of the Truthseeker for 12 months post free; or, where customers prefer it, in ordering 3 Lots 
in one parcel, we will substitute Life o f  Charles Bradlaugh, by his Daughter, Hypatia 
Bradlaugh Bonner, value 7s. If you are open to buy the above class of goods, an opportunity 
like this seldom presents itself. W e  "have received hundreds of letters from those who have 
had Lot 11 at 21s. without the presents offered above, in which they expressed the greatest 
astonishment at our ability to sell such a large quantity of high-class goods at such a very low 
figure. Waiting for your esteemed orders,

Yours very truly,

2 and 4  UNION STREET, BRADFORD.
J. W. GOTT.

P.S.— W e  are willing to appoint agents for the Sale of our Suitings and Dress Goods 
in every town and village in the United Kingdom. Working men can easily add 10s. pol 
week to their income by taking up the Agency. Full terms on application.

Superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INCIUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BT

G. W. FOOTE a n d  W. P. BALL.

Sold alto In leparate parti aifollowi:—

1. —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are printed in
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. — Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:
Which is the More Reasonable 1 

A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN

Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Evident
Society,

AND
Mr. 0 . W. FOOTE, President of the National Secul»r

Society- ' „at
Held in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1° J '

C iiair m a n—J. W. PIPER, Editor of tho Derby DaM  
Telegraph,

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

Ingersoll’s Works. London : R. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-street,

IN THREE VOLUMES.

VOL. I.—Mistakes of Moses; Reply to Gladstone ; Rome or Reason ; 
Faith and Fact; God and Man; Dying Creed; The Ghosts; Great 
Mistake; Myth and Miracle ; Real Blasphemy ; and The Hope of the 
Future.

VOL. II.—Defence of Freethought; Why I am an Agnostic; Clergy 
and Common Sense; Do I Blaspheme? Marriage and Divorce; The 
Household of Faith ; Limits of Toleration ; Art and Morality ; Go< 1 
and the State; Live T opics; Repairing the Idols ; Truth of History ; 
and Social Salvation.

VOL. III .—About the Holy Bible; Oration on the G ods; W alt 
Whitman ; Paine the Pioneer; Humanity’s Debt to Paine; Love th e 
Redeemer; Religion of the Future; Breaking the Fetters ; Difficultie s 
of Belief; Is Suicide a Sin? Last Words on Suicide; and Christ and 
Murder.

Cloth, gilt, Ss. 6d. each. Each vol. can be had separately.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. (id., post free,

CR IM ES OF CHRISTIANITY'
G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains SP' 
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 

Indictment of Christianity.

Oh aPTERS:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to HyP®11 
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the P3P 
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusade9'

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

at«11
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