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GOOD FRIDAY.
m D
and °!f ~afans used to talk about dying for their gods,

8crifi eneVeér necessity arose they were ready for the
For how can man die better
Than facing fearful odds
For the ashes of his fathers
And the temples of his gods ?
It
drilaver P CCUrre™ to them thattheir gods could, would, or
Ak ﬂhE fF them. his refinement of human vanity
XF.r@erved for the Christians. They assert that God

with ~  came from everywhere to this planet; got born
thr °W a 7at™er' to ~le confusion of physiology ; went
hond” ar*d indignities of infancy and child-
sho ' earne<™kis living for several years in a carpenter’s
jacks f*1 r's™ °I wounding himself with chisels and
livi ~ anes >took to the high road as a revival preacher,
tttJhi °n w/at was put into the collection-box; fell into
? ,at Jerusalem, and finally suffered a painful and
]i0-,m'n'oua death on a cross, where he was satirically
doti f ~etween two crucified thieves. And all this was
Worth ~ Pmil although multitudes of them are neither
Caseg paving nor damning, their “ precious souls ” in many
and ,0InfE °l less intrinsic value than that of an honest
ptofVa'ant dog. Every worthless fellow, who happens to
the if3tae only true religion, is ready to join in singing
Hg, vjan, “ My Jesus died for me !” He was buffeted for
pier ' ° Was scourged for me! He was crowned with
s a t e me ! He was crucified for mo! He
thirsted, and agonized for me ! For me, John

t° ~ as>the tallow-chandler, who go to church and also
hjo, i° Pahlie-houso, and pray on Sunday and swear on
agood't'l somctimcs have a bit on a horse when | get

mjjj ~Nat a sublimation of egotism ! Talk about lifting up
to 0. ,we°d! this is pulling God down to man ; not down
char, , esPearo or Darwin, but down to the lowest in
HaC'er anc™*ntclbgence.
procgJV'S made God die for him, the average Christian
o to onjoy himself. Yes, on the very anniversary
it, he r0,'s death, on Good Friday, as he facetiously calls
or pack*13 anc! drinks well, takes a trip into the country,
Where i3 ”.P his portmanteau for a few days at tho seaside,
lyingi 6;°8Sa”°ut merrily during tho time his God was

after v tomb, or getting more or less painfully straight
«gating it

i?°7. no feeling of his business,” asks

Christ:© '~at he sings at grave-making I’ Have these

that n.ans’ We a8k, no feeling of tho tragedy of Calvary,
;y ey celebrate it with festivities ?
the tn0’ 110 rcal fact i® that tho festivities are older than
faster = ou®superstition with which they are connected.
G\ . 13 an ancient Pagan festival. It was celebrated
Ndstia3-ax™ Pr°hably millenniums, before the birth of
hegan t The sun crossed the vernal equinox, and
%tnre show himself conspicuously in northern latitudes.
reProdn ? ¢Ce moro exhibited her sempiternal powers of
Suwinei. 100’ Spring had arrived, tho herald of glorious
~eeB he an'f teeming autumn. The black limbs of the
?Lass snr'an t0 cf°the themselves in delicate green, the
the air anSyp s°ft and succulent for the sheep and cattle,
aad PleasaS *nfused with balminess, the days grew long
°* earth ant’ anc*man shared in what seemed the rejoicing
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Christianity simply appropriated Easter, and connected
it with manufactured history and new-woven doctrines.
Just in tho same way, it appropriated an immemorial
Pagan festival, and called it Christmas; although, as
Mosheim says, we are absolutely ignorant of “ the identical
day, or month, or even year,” of the birth of Christ, since
“ all the historians of the life of our blessed Savior, with
whose writings we are acquainted, are entirely silent as
to these particulars.”

It is easy to change men’s opinions, if you command the
schools, the colleges, the pulpits, and have the secular power
at your service to suppress dissent and inquiry. It is very
difficult, however, to alter manners and customs. Therefore
the Church was obliged to adopt the festivals of the Pagan
world, and give them a Christian significance. The very
name of Sunday itself shows how little it had to do with
any incident in the career of Christ. It was the Sun’s
Day in the Roman Empire, a day of rest from ordinary
labor, before the name of Jesus was ever moulded by
human lips.

Men will continue to enjoy themselves at this time of
the year, because it is natural to do so, and because their
forefathers did it thousands of years ago. They will
continue to do so after they have outgrown Christian
doctrines and lost every particle of belief in Christian
history.

Meanwhile we are justified in pointing out the incon-
sistency between their faith and their conduct, their pro-
fession and their practice. The orthodox associations of
Good Friday have just as much influence now as they ever
had—which is none at all. Suppose we travel back along
the stream of time, and halt at the capture of Jerusalem
by the Crusaders. They entered the Holy City on Good
Friday afternoon, but no ray of mercy pierced the darkness
of their brutality at the thought that they stood on the
spot which had been trodden by the feet of their crucified
Redeemer. Sparing neither age nor sex, they massacred
seventy thousand men, women, and children, whose only
crime was that they were Mohammedans and dwellers in
the land of their birth. After they were sated with
slaughter, the Christians rested and performed their
religious devotions; then they resumed the massacre of
the *“infidels” in cold blood. “ The Saracens,” says
Michaud, “ were forced to throw themselves from the tops
of towers and houses ; they woro burnt alive ; they were
dragged from their subterranean retreats ; they were haled
to the public places and immolated on piles of the dead.”
“Women with children at the breast,” says Mills, “ girls
and boys, were all slaughtered.” Even the poor, helpless
Jews were driven into their synagogue, and burnt alive.

All this was done deliberately. The first day’s massacre
was perpetrated in what might be called the heat of battle ;
but no such excuse can be offered for the subsequent
atrocities, which, as old Fuller says, were “ no slip of
extemporary passion,” but “ a studied and premeditated
act.” Gibbon justly called it a bloody sacrifice offered to
the God of tho Christians.

That week’s bloody work is still bearing fruit: It was
not Good Friday, but Black Friday, to the Mohammedans ;
and the memory of it, with that of similar atrocities per-
petrated by the Crusaders, has been transmitted through
eight centuries, and is still a factor in the Eastern question,
which is onco more rising as a frightful spectre before tho

eyes of Europe.
G. W. FOOTE.
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THE RESURRECTION MYSTERY.

And the Spring arose on the garden fair,
Liko the Spirit of Love felt everywhere;
And each flower and herb on Earth’s dark breast
Rose from the dreams of its wintry rest.—Shelley.
The mystery of the Resurrection is a very simple one. It
comes before us with each returning year:—
When the hounds of spring are on winter’s tracos,
The mother of months on meadow or plain
Fills the shadows and windy places
With lisp of leaves and ripple of rain.
When the seed underground germinates; when plants
burst into bud, and blossoms peep above the dull earth,
like daffodils—
That come before the swallow dares, and take
The winds of March with beauty ;
when verdant foliage, bursting from barren branches, tells
of the rejuvenescence of life, we celebrate the true per-
petual miracle of nature’s resurrection, not the paltry, un-
repeatable thaumaturgy of a Jerusalem ghost.

The spring-poet is responsible for much. He it was
who first saw in the return of life to nature the sign and
seal of his own re-emergence from the underworld of
darkness and death to a land of pure delight,

Where everlasting spring abides

And never-withering flowers.
Leave it as poetry, and the hope of immortality must ever
awaken sympathy. Sighs at the sad futility of human
hopes may mingle with smiles at the absurdity of human
egotism. Preachers of every age and creed have followed
in the poet’s wake, picturing the miracle of nature’'s resur-
rection in various forms of myth and fable, as the return of
Persephone or the resurrection of Osiris, Thammuz, Adonis,
Attis, or Jesus Christ.

It was this wonder of life rising out of death that was
the great theme of all the ancient mysteries. The ex-
planation will form an important chapter in Footsteps of
the Past. Briefly, the custom of placing food with the
dead led to the plants which sprang from tho seeds being
regarded as embodied spirits, or the return made by the
ghosts for the food. Hence widespread tree-worship, and
the idea that the death was essential to the life. Hence,
too, sacrifices to promote agriculture, at first human, after-
wards animal, and the victim being identified with the god
who gave the food.

Hippolytus* tells us that the central mystery at Eleusis
was tho giving the initiated the ear of corn, a symbol of
the resurrection.

They took a plough and plough’d him down,
Put clods upon his head,

And they hae sworn a solomn oath
John Barleycorn was dead ;

But tho cheorful Spring c»mo kindly on,
And showers began to fall;

John Barleycorn got up again,
And soro surprised them all.

Paul says, impolitely and mistakenly : “ Thou fool, that
which thou sowest is not quickened except it die and
the passage, in which he uses the same illustration of im-
mortality as was used in the Eleusinian mysteries, has been
taken as part of the burial service throughout Christendom.
Tho naturalist may answer Paul, “ Thou Christian, that
which thou sowest is not quickened if it die.” It is only
when the principle and power of life have never been for
one instant interrupted that resurrection takes place.

The key to the mystery of the Christian Resurrection
may bo found in my Footsteps of the Past; or, better still,
in Mr. J. G. Frazer’s Golden Bough, which traces the mystery
of the priest of the grove of Nemi, the King of the Wood,
who was the sylvan deity incarnate in a man whom it was
necessary should be put to death while in the full bloom of
manhood, in order that his sacred life, transmitted in un-
abated force to his successor, might renew its youth, and
thus perpetually reincarnate itself ever fresh and young.

Readers of my chapter on “ Sympathetic Magic ” will
understand how the rites of the old faiths sought to assist
nature by enacting its processes. Of this, tho dancing
round Jack-in-the-Green, and the customs of performing
all such actions as stirring a pot “ sun-wise,”f are interest-
ing remnants. Before the days of reading and writing,

* llefutation of all Heresies, v. 3.
+ The Keltic rite of deisul is the same as the Hinda rite of
pra”aksina.
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doctrines were taught by action ; and long before the Chris-
tian are women mourned for Adonis, and rejoiced at bis
resurrection, much as Christians celebrate Good Friday an

Easter Sunday. In Sicily to:day, at the approach of Easter,
they sow wheat, lentils, and canary seed in plates, W' IC
are kept in the dark and watered. The plants soon shoo

up ; the stalks are tied with red ribbons and placed on tnc
sepulchres, which, with effigies of the dead Christ, are
made up in Roman Catholic and Greek Churches, “ just as
the gardens of Adonis were placed on the grave of the oea

Adonis,” says Mr. Frazer.* In one of the chambers dedi-
cated to Osiris at Philoa, the dead body of Osiris is repre-
sented with stalks of corn springing from it, and a priest is
sprinkling water on the corn.

I have already given instances of the enactment of tn
scenes of the death and resurrection as still performed m
Jerusalem.! Before the people were acquainted with anv
book-story of a resurrection, they had been for ages use
to an enacted representatlon of it.

One of these services used in the churches in the Mldd
Ages, entitled Mystery of the Resurrection of our Lord Jes,
Christ, has come down to us with particulars of the way >n
which it was performed. Three deacons, arrayed in dak
maticas, and their heads covered with veils “ like women;
representing the three Marys, advanced, with vases in thci
hands, to the middle of the choir. With their heads ben
down they proceeded singing tho anthem, “ Who shall io
away for us the stone from the tomb of the sepulchre
A chorister boy, “ after the manner of an angel,” attired in
a white alb, and holding a palm branch, addressed to the
the question, “ Whom seek ye here 77 to which the ttare
deacons replied, “ We seek Jesus of Nazareth.” Then they
are told he is risen. A triumphal chorus celebrates to
victory of Christ over the grave. Throughout tbi
mummery, as much as in the old customs of carrying
Winter, bringing in Spring, and in the decoration of t
altar with lights and flowers at Easter, we have the con
stant symbolism of the triumph of life over death, *
resurrection from the underworld, of vegetative life, sy®
bolized in the old Saxon spring goddess (Estre.

J. M. W heel®L

CHRIST'S “ MASTERPIECE.”

(Concludedfrom page 228.)

In my article last week the doubtful character of the
“ Sermon on the Mount” was pointed out. It was
shown that most of its precepts did not originate 'V
Christ. | now proposo to briefly examino somo of 1
teachings of tho “ Sermon,” and to demonstrate b°
thoroughly impracticable they are as factors in bunlitjj
conduct. It will also be indicated whero Jesus biins®
failed to practise what he is said to have taught in this b
“ masterpiece.” Tho “ Sermon ” is composed of varl°{.0
aphorisms, or maxims, which aro regarded as giving 1
keynote to Christ's ideas of ethics. It was his first attemff
to expound his moral code, and by what is taught there-
his system must be judged. It is alleged that much of1l
language is figurative, and that it should not bo taken
literal senso. If this be so, tho question arises. In
way is it figurative ? No clear indication is given »s”
what should be accepted as figurative and what should
taken as literal. As Confucius remarked : “ In langU&S
it is simply requirod that it conveys tho moaning.” 1 a
words supposed to have been employed by Jesus hav°l
certain recognized signification, and to attach to there’ 0
other meaning is, to say the least, very misleading. R
language ho used did not express what ho meant, hoff =
we to know what his teachings really wore ? To n® g
appears that the only reasonable modo of judging of Cbrj »
meaning is to take his language in its ordinary and obv
senso. To resort to the subtorfugo of “ figurative exp'?j
sion ” in this instanco is not only to destroy what is t°rl 0,
the “ simplicity of tho gospel,” but it affords overy f
logical enthusiast an opportunity to put his own cons
tion upon the reported sayings of Josus. ,
Metaphorical language should never be indulg®"
unless what it is intended to represent is thereby
clear. If this rule is not observed, the most unfort" e
consequences are apt to follow. Take, for instance»

i\

* Golden Bough, i., p. 195. t See Footsteps ofthe Ft*
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following advice ascribed to Christ: “ If thy right eye
offend thee [in the New Version it is “ causeth thee to
stumble "], pluck it out, and cast it from thee; for itis
profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish,
all not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.
And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast i
from thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell” (Matthew v. 29, 30). Now,
whatever construction Christians of to-day may pnt upon
these ambiguous phrases, the fanatical followers of Christ
In the Middle Ages founded upon them a system of punish-
ment and torture most cruel and degrading.- Notonly did
the deluded enthusiasts consider that these passages justified
them in mutilating themselves, but the governments, who
professed to be influenced by the symbol of the Cross,
inaugurated the reign of the cutting-block, the tongue-
tearers, the eyc-gougers, branding-irons to put on the fore-
nead, the mark of the beast, and martyr lashes, Ilhe con-
ception of sin, extending from “ one of thy memicrs,
grew to include the whole body ; and then the gallows, the
executioner’s axe, and fires were made to do their deadly
work, until the whole thing culminated in the punishment
°f thought and the infliction of the horrors of the Inquisi-
fi°n. Would it not have been better if Christ in his
‘masterpiece ” had spoken in language that could not
mme been misunderstood, and that could not have furnished
any pretext for such inhuman conduct 1
I have already admitted that the “ Sermon contains a
jew good precepts which wero taught by men who lived
Ong beforo Christ ascended the mountain, or “ stood in
j?e plain,” to preach. There are, however, other injunc-
tions not only useless, but, if thev were acted upon, would
be very injurious in their results. His commendation ot
Poverty and his condemnation of riches were absurd,
and evidently his own followers think so, for they do their
mvel boat ” to avoid the former and to possess the latter,
Respite their Master’s preaching to the contrary. Tho poor
de not blessed, for poverty is one of tho greatest curses
:hat have ever afflicted humanity. Through its blighting
'iffuence many brave men and noble-minded women have
e°n kept from occupying a position in life to which t lej
lere justly entitled. Poverty has made homes sad and
«solate; it has, like an iceberg, chilled the loftiest aspira-
j!Ons of the human mind, and it has prevented many of
.00 rising generation from reaching the height of their
liable ambition. Neither do riches in themselves
X~erve the censure which Christ, according to the New
Hstament, passed upon them. It is not wealth per se that
» he condemned, but rather the improper use of it
,lad Christ devised some plan by which his followers could
“av? been induced to fairly distribute woalth among a
actions of the community, ho would have won for himself
a higher reputation than his ascetic proclivities have con-
umed uPon him. Equally objectionable is his declaration,
.blessed are the poor in spirit.” A person in such a con-
'tlOn  a strangor to that healthy enthusiasm which Im-
Parts a charm to life. Poverty of spirit doprivesits victims
ss, 110 heroism necessary to physical and mental progress.
bch teaching has enabled kings to plunder their people,
J?Ue tho Church looked on, shared in tho plunder, and in

2 gt e 2 Al i Ehitheit AaY piasta
whi ~°, pface them,” and to honor tho God and tho Church
,2~helped to plunder thorn ! ,
dirl  0ss°d are the peacemakers” may bo true; but why
v n°t Christ furnish practical rules whoroby poaco could
Osecurod , Chri3tians havo cver boon the greatest pro-
no?/8of atrife and war. Christ says of himself: Think
Pea-1 am come to send peaco on earth. | came not to send
a,,,,;¢ buta sword. For | am como to seta man at variance
tpinst his father, and the daughtor against her mother and
34 ;["fibter-in-L'uv against her mother-in-law (Matt. x.
it L10)’ H this were the object of his mission, certainy
he .1,Sn?[ failed ; but the world would have been better |
Hotbis sword had never appoared. This, however, was
toJ p ° nly instance where Christ acted tho vory opposite
SO, U LA taught. It is reported that Jesus said : y »0-
(MAT 8hall say Thou fool shall be in danger o hell fire
fools ' V, 22)> yet we find him exclaiming, “ Ye fools, ye
advi'd blind ” (Luke xi. 40; Matthew xxm. 17). He
enfo. others to “ Love your enemies, bless them that
bis fr /0? "> while he himself addressed those who were not

,0nds as “ hypocrites” (Matthewvii. 5); “ ye serpents,
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ye generation of vipers” (Matthew xxiii. 33). In Luke
(vi. 37) he counsels us to “ forgive, and ye shall be for-
given”; but in Mark (iii. 29) it is stated, “ He that shall
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness,
but is in danger of eternal damnation.” While Christ
could command others to “ love their enemies,” he did not
act upon the advice himself, and neither he nor any of his
followers havo ever-pictured God as acting on it, or as
going to act on it in the judgment day. In sending out
the disciples to preach Jesus tells them : “ Whoever shall
not receive nor hear your words, when ye depart out of
that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily
| say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for
that city ” (Matthew x. 14, 15). Again: “ Whoever shall
deny me before men, him will | also deny before my father,
which is in heaven” (Matthew x. 33). “ If any man come
to me, and hato not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple ” (Luke xiv. 26). If we
are bidden to hate our nearest relations, where is the
utility of telling us to love our enemies 1 What is Jesus'’s
own account of how he or God will show his love to his
own enemies at the last judgment? *“ Then shall he say
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels”
(Matthow xxv. 41). Jesus asks men to love their enemies,
but on earth he was intolerable and unloving to his enemies;
and he threatened that on high thero shall bo no love
shown them by himself or God. If man’s natural want of
love for his enemies is wrong, surely Jesus's or God's
wrath and cursing theirs with eternal torment is more so.
If the divine perfection does not include any love or
forgiveness for its enemies, it is useless to ask men to love
their enemies in order that they may be perfect, “ even as
our father which is in heaven is perfect.” But such teach-
ing as “ love your enemies” is useless, because it is quite
impossible to be acted upon. And if Christ could not obey
his own injunction, he ought not to condemn us because wo
are unable to do so.

The teaching of Jesus, “ that ye resist not evil,” is
pernicious in the extreme. Here again he failed to prac-
tise what he preached, as shown by his forcibly driving tho
buyers and sellers out of the temple. We are told that
Jesus went up to Jerusalem and found in tho temple those
that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and tho changers of
money sitting. And when he had made a scourge of small
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep,
and the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money and
overthrew the tables” (John 11-13, 14, and 15). Strange
conduct this upon tho part of one who taught non-resist-
ance to injury. Hero tho “ Brinco of Peaco” deliberately
makes a scourge, and then perpetrates an unprovoked
attack upon persons lawfully occupied. No one but a
lunatic would attempt to emulate Christ in such violence.
Besides, not to resist evil is to offer a premium for wrong
and despotism. Our personal reforms and national liberties
havo all been won through disregarding this command of
non-resistance. Mr. W. R. Greg, referring to this injunc-
tion of “ Resist not evil,” writes as follows in his Creed of
Christendom: “ The common sense, or the common instinct,
of Christians, in all ages and in all lands, has quietly but
poremptorily put it aside as not meant for use....... The
whole of our criminal law and our police arrangements are
based upon a systematic repudiation of the precept in
question ; and the order of modern socioty, the security of
modern life, could not otherwise exist....... No one would
fail to resist the blows directed against our neighbors—
against those whom we are taught to love, to assist, and
protect. A man may bo so disciplined as to take meekly
tho blow struck at himself, but would never dream it his
duty to endure in tho same fashion tho blow struck at tho
woman leaning on his arm....... Tho worst ill-service you
can do to tho violent is to show them that they may work
their wicked will unpunished and unchecked by the natural
instincts of humanity. Non-resistance, then, becomes con-
nivance and complicity in wrong. In the cise of nations,
for one country to submit to outrage and wrong at tho
hands of another, when the means of resistance lay in its
powor, has never been held right or obliga ory. Tho
doctrine of non-resistance would mean nothing but tho
destruction of the gentler and finer races, and the rampant
tyranny of the stronger; the reign of violence, not of
peace.”
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If the “ Sermon on the Mount” is really Christ's
“ masterpiece,” then it reflects but little credit upon him,'
either as a man of wisdom or as a teacher of practical rules
of conduct. Therein can be found no teachings of science,
no factors of education, no elements of philosophy, and no
wise injunctions as to the regulation of political, social, and
domestic life. It is the ebullition of a rhapsodical nature
tinted-with asceticism, and therefore is of no practical service

in the modern progress of the world.
Charles W atts.

INGERSOLL'S NEW LECTURE.

On “Truth.”

( Continued, from page 230.)
WHO WOULD HIDE THE TRUTH.

A1l that | have said seems to be true—almost self-
evident—and you may ask who it is that says slavery is
better than liberty. Let me tell you.

All the popes and priests, all the orthodox churches and
clergymen, say that they have a revelation from God.

The Protestants say that it is the duty of every person
to read, to understand, and to believe this revelation—that
a man should use his reason; but if he honestly concludes
that the Bible is not a revelation from God, and dies with
that conclusion ir™ his mind, he will be tormented for
ever. They say “Read,” and then add, “ Believe or be
damned.”

“ No matter how unreasonable the Bible may appear to
you, you must believe. No matter how impossible the
miracles may seem, you must believe. No matter how
cruel the laws, your heart must approve them all!”

This is what the Church calls liberty of thought.

We read the Bible under the scowl and threat of God.
We read by the glare of hell. On one side is the Deuvil,
with the instruments of torture in his hands. On the
other, God, ready to launch the infinite curse. And the
Church says to the readers : “ You are free to decide; God
is good, and he gives you the liberty to choose.”

The Popes and the priests say to tho poor people: “ You
need notread the Bible. You cannotunderstand it. That
is the reason it is called a revelation. We will read it for
you, and you must believe what we say. We carry the
key to hell. Contradict us, and you become eternal convicts
in the prison of God.”

This is the freedom of the Catholic Church.

And all these priests and clergymen insist that the Bible
is superior to human reason; that it is the duty of man to
accept it—to believe it, whether he thinks it is really true
or not, and without the slightest regard to evidence or
reason.

It is his duty to cast out from the temple of his soul the
goddess Reason, and bow before the coiled serpent of
Fear.

This is what the Church calls virtue.

Under these conditions, what can thought be worth 1
The brain, swept by the sirocco of God’s curse, becomes a
desert.

But this is not all.

THE CHURCH AND TRUTH.

To compel man to desert the standard of reason, the
Church does not entirely rely on the threat of eternal pain
to be endured in another world, but holds out the reward
of everlasting joy.

To those who believe it promises the endless ecstasies of
heaven. If it cannot frighten, it will bribe. It relies on
fear and hope.

A religion, to command the respect of intelligent men,
should rest on a foundation of established fact3. It should
appeal, not to passion, not to hope and fear, but to the
judgment. It should ask that all the faculties of the mind,
all the senses, should assemble and take counsel together,
and that its claims be passed upon and tested without
prejudice, without fear, in the calm of perfect candor.

But the Church cries: “ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Without this belief
there is no salvation. Salvation is the reward for belief.

Belief is, and forever must'be, the result of evidence. A
promised reward is not evidence. It sheds no intellectual
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light. It establishes no fact, answersjjno objection, and
dissipates no doubt.

Is it honest to offer a reward for belief 1

The man who gives money to a judge or juror for a de-
cision or verdict is guilty of a crime. Why ? Because he
induces the judge, the juror, to decide, not according to
the law, to the facts, the right, but according to the bribe.

The bribe is not evidence.

So the promise of Christ to reward those who win
believe isa bribe. It is an attempt to make a promise take
the place of evidence. He who says that he believes, and
does this for the sake of reward, corrupts his soul.

Suppose | should say that at the centre of the earth
there is a diamond one hundred miles in diameter, and
that | would give $10,000 to any man who would believe
my statement. Could such a promise be regarded as
evidence 1

Intelligent people would ask not for rewards, but reasons.
Only hypocrites would ask for the money.

Yet, according to the New Testament, Christ offers a
reward to those who would believe, and this promised
reward was to take the place of evidence. When Christ
made this promise he forgot, ignored, or held in contempt
the rectitude of a brave, free, and natural soul.

The declaration that salvation is the reward for belief 13
inconsistent with mental freedom, and could have been
made by no man who thought that evidence sustained the
slightest relation to belief.

Every sermon in which men have been told that they
could save their souls by believing has been an injury-
Such sermons dull the moral sense, and subvert the true
conception of virtue and duty.

The true man, when asked to believe, asks for evidence.
The true man, who asks another to believe, offer3
evidence.

But this is not all.

In spite of the threat of eternal pain—of the promise o*
everlasting joy, unbelievers increased, and the Churches took
another step.

The Churches said to the unbelievers, the heretics.
“ Although our God will punish you for ever in another
world—in his prison—the doors of which open only 1°
receive, we, unless you believe, will torment you now.”

And then the members of these Churches, led by priests,
popes, and clergymen, sought out their unbelieving neigh'
bors—chained them in dungeons, stretchod them on rackSi
crushed their bones, cut out their tongues, extinguishéll
their eyes, flayed them alive, and consumed their p°°r
bodies in flames.

All this was done because these Christian savages he*
lieved in the dogma of eternal pain—because they believe
that heaven was the roward for belief. So believing, theY
were the enemies of free thought and speech; they
nothing for conscience, nothing for tho veracity of a soul™
nothing for the manner of a man.

THE SCIENCE OF THEOLOGY.

All the sciences, except theology, are eager for fact®
hungry for the truth. On tho brow of afinder of a fact
laurel is placed.

In a theological seminary, if a professor finds a fact
consistent with the creed, he must keep it a secret or u®"
it, or lose his place. Mental veracity is a crimo, cowar
and hypocrisy are virtues.

A fact inconsistent with tho creed is denounced as ®
and the man who declares or announces the fact is a h
phemer. Every professor breathes the air of insincei? J
Every one is mentally dishonest. Every one is a P10,
fraud. Theology is the only dishonest science—the o
one that is based on belief—on credulity— tho only one
abhors investigation, that despises thought and den°un
reason. ha"®

All the great theologians in the Catholic Churcn ~
denounced reason as the light furnished by tho ene] tbO
mankind—as the road that leads to perdition. Ab "of
great Protestant theologians, from Luther to tho ortho”
clergy of our time, have been the enemies of reason-
orthodox Churches of all ages have been the enO¥ ~
science. They attacked tho astronomers as though ~
were criminals—tho geologists as though they @
assassins. They regarded physicians as the enemt® ([
God—as men who were trying to defeat the deci®
Providence. The biologists, tho anthropologist3 t[jo
archeologists, the readers of ancient inscription

jo.
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delvers in buried cities, were all hated by the theologians.
They were afraid that these men might find something
~consistent with the Bible. _

Thetheologians attacked those who studied other religions.
They insisted that Christianity was not a growth—not an
evolution—but a revelation. They denied that it was in
any way connected with any natural religion.

SOURCE OF ALL RELIGIONS.

The facts now show beyond all doubt that all religions
came from substantially the same source ; but there is not
an orthodox Christian theologian who will admit the facts.
Re must defend his creed—his revelation. He cannot
afford to be honest. He was not educated in an honest
Shool. He was not taught to be honest. He was taught
fo believe and to defend his belief, not only against argu-
ment, but against facts.

There is not a theologian in the whole world who can
Produce the slightest, the least particle of evidence tending
to show that the Bible is the inspired word of God.

Where is the evidence that the book of Ruth was written
“y an inspired man 1 Where is the evidence that God is
the author of the “ Song of Solomon”1 Where is the
Evidence that any human being has been inspired 1 W here
It eyidence that Christ was, and is, God 1 Where is

evidence that the places called heaven and hell exist .
'here is the evidence that a miracle was ever wrought 1

There is none.

Theology is entirely independent of existence.

Where is the evidence that angels and ghosts—that
Nils and gods exist! Have these beings been seen or
ep}wcigrled 1 Does one of our senses certify to their exist-

The theologians depend on assertions. They have no
evidence. They claim that their inspired book is superior
0 reason and independent of evidence.

, 'hey talk about probability— analogy— inferences, but
pbey present no evidence. Thoy say that they know that
hrist lived, in the same way that they know that Caesar
>vcd.  They might add that they know Moses talked with
ehovah on Sinai the same way they know Brigham Vbung
Nlkod with God in Utah. The evidence in both cases is

e same—none in either. s,

Uow do they prove that Christ rose from the deau f
p, °y find the account in a book. Who wrote the book '’

hey do not know. What evidence is this1l None,

Tless all things found in books are true.

(To be continued.)

AN HISTORICAL FACT/

c'abl °pUrc which docs not seem to have had an appre-
are G on the religious doubts and controversies of the
Ihat'th °l 1hO English Church set himself to prove

ascert .° asserted Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth was an
How ainec” historical fact. Although his pronouncement,
eithor°rk S* years °ld, has not been accepted as final by
suffici Christians or Freethinkers, it is, in its own way,
hi8t ei% remarkable as an example of Church-taught
The" t0 n?8r*t exhuming and tender dissection,
here » °l)ening sentences are distinctly promising. “ | am
Verity S St”*Crevercnd lecturer, “ to speak on tho historical
to ot lhe Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead—
Cross N *rom history that Jesus Christ....... died upon the
Thate" " arld on the third day rose again from the dead,
the ru.Vent's regarded, and must bo regarded, as crucial to
Theh anfaiv ’ ) ] )
assertio impression produced by this confident
ParagrjVv8 however, speedily weakened by the subsequent
of the 7y ant? wo begin to have an inkling, of tho nature
“jI( , ‘«toncal proofs ” which will be served up to us,
hig Blfe™ g with this guestien, 1 must begin by peint-
Nittiess W, I am sure you will see—that evidence,
viction' k< testimony does a great deal in producing con-
1 ut that it does not go tho whole way. Testimony
* ~ e e - —
fa 7ahnesi 'l/<Tecii'0i'®* An Historical Fact. By Canon Gore,
/tire jn * Canon Gore—and fairness should ever bo a leading
Ca CctnrQ *roethinkor’'s controvorsios—it must be stated that
jOon; b u t I )rrnted without tho personal revision of the
°tUro3, tt i a8 'Il,wna published as one of tho St. Giles's Hall
' 8 ™git'mato subject for criticism.
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from outside never can actually produce conviction at all.
There must always be, if we are to receive testimony to
any event, an antecedent disposition to believe the event.”

This remarkable logic, of forming judgment before
examining the evidence, irresistibly recalls the trial-scene
in Carrol's Alice in Wonderland, where, immediately the
accusation had been read, “ ‘ Consider your verdict’ the
King said to the jury. ‘Not yet, not yet,” the Rabbit
hastily interrupted. ‘There's a great deal to come before
that.' ‘ Call the first witness,’ said the King.”

Without stopping to quarrel with a procedure so ill
calculated to bring the inquirer to a reliable and unbiassed
conclusion on any subject, let us follow the lecturer on his
own lines. According to him, if the resurrection really
happened, the apostles were, above all other contemporaries
of Jesus, the men who might be relied on to faithfully
report an event of the kind. These Asiatic peasants,
in short, had been carefully selected and trained for the
purpose ; one of them appears hardly to have justified his
selection, but we are to take it that the remainder were
singularly free from the proneness to superstitious fancies,
exaggeration of language, and tendency to supplement the
truth with artistic variations, which have always char-
acterized the common or garden Oriental peasant. Never-
theless, if outside testimony, even of the most unimpeach-
able authority, “ never can actually produce conviction,”
would it not have been as well if the enemies of Jesus and
the population of Jerusalem at large had been given an
ocular demonstration of his coming to life 1 Or are we to
infer that outside testimony includes the testimony of our
own senses? We may presume that a naturalist, pro-
foundly sceptical as to the existence of wolves in a country
through which he happened to be travelling, would, if he
heard the howling of a pack, and saw it coming rapidly in
his track, so far modify his opinion in deference to this
“ outside testimony ” as to get up the nearest tree with all
possible expedition.

We fail, therefore, to follow the lecturer when he says :
“ This explains why Jesus Christ should not, according to
all showing, appear after his resurrection to his adver-
saries, but only to those who were, more or less, believers
in Him.”

Waiving, however, this point, and assuming for the
sake of argument that these Galileans were the fittest
persons to witness the Resurrection, the question remains,
Did they witness it ? Canon Gore arrives at the conclusion
that they did, by a process of exhaustion. Brushing aside
any suggestion of fraud or personation as unworthy of
being entertained, he goes on to contend that the Apostles
could not have been deluded by a vision, because thoy
weren't in the frame of mind for seeing visions. Without
inquiring too closely what special information the Canon
possesses as to the frame of mind these gentlemen were in
some nineteen hundred years ago, it is well worth while to
follow his line of argument.

“ You must havo the frame of mind in order to produco
tho vision ; but here the ‘ vision’' produced the men, and
therefore it was no vision, but real.”

This is delightfully simple; the vision—which wasn't a
vision—produced the men (who apparently were already
thore), consequently the vision which these vision-mado
men saw wasn't a vision, but real; so they didn’t see a
vision. This, by tho way, is one of the historical proofs.

But to return to the lecturer and his deductions. Grant-
ing once more, for the sake of argument, that these twelve
Apostles, bar one, were the likeliest people to see tho
resurrection, if thero was such a thing, and that they wero
not in the frame of mind to have any spurious imitation
palmed off on them, what historical record do we possess
that they testify to having seen such a thingl What
documents do wo possess in which all, or even a bare
majority, of them attest to such an event 1 It is no use,
at this time of day, to quote such and such a text from
such and such a “ gospel,” unless the quoter is prepared to
show that both toxt and gospel carry the authority of the
Apostle to whom they are attributed. Can we, for in-
stance, say with certainty that evory statement contained
in the gospel “ according to St. Matthew ” was vouched
for or authorized by that Apostle ? Can we say that any
part of the gospel “ according to St. John” was un-
doubtedly written during his lifetime even 1 Christian
apologists, some of them holding high positions in the
Church, have admitted that these things are legitimate
matter for honest doubt, and that bein so, where is the
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historical proof that all, or most, or any of the Apostles
stated that they had witnessed the resurrection of Jesus of
Nazareth ?

Even taking the gospels as having the authority of the
Apostles with -whose names they are identified, the
significant text, “ And when they saw him, they wor-
shipped him; but some doubted,” would seem to indicate
that there was at least the possibility of a “ minority
report” being presented by this picked body of resurrection
experts.

Thus the historical proofs put forward by the lecturer
may be briefly summed up as follows :(—

That, if there was a resurrection, the Apostles were the
people who ought to have seen it.

That, if they did say they had seen a Resurrection, it was
the genuine article.

That there are no reliable proofs that they did say so.

But!that “ testimony from outside never can actually
produce conviction.”

That Canon Gore has an antecedent disposition to believe
the resurrection.

Therefore the Resurrection is an historical fact.

Before taking leave of this choice fragment of historical
fact (decidedly stranger than fiction), there is one sentence
which i3 worthy of a valedictory notice : “ All His appear-
ances subsequent to the Resurrection postulate that he had
got into a state of superior existence, that His humanity
was in a transition state between the ordinary mortal body
and the glorified body of heaven.”

Having understood that the Church taught that the
second Person in the Trinity was both God and man, and
that whoever hold a contrary opinion would have things
made unpleasant for them in a future existence, it is
disconcerting to find him here portrayed in an un-
comfortable chrysalis stage of transition from one to the
other. Ghidelline.

ACID DROPS.

Reed palms, cut down in Palestine, were carried by the
choristers in St. Paul's Cathedral last Sunday morning.
This is almost as good as bringing home Jordan water to
christen royal babies.

As a reward for giving the Hooley Communion Plate to
St. Paul’'s Cathedral, the donor expects to be dubbed Sir
Ernest Torah Hooley at the Diamond Jubilee. Itis curious
that Hooley is the name of the successful shopman in The
Shop Girl. A Hooley also appears in an excellent comedy,
The Timex, by Pinero, published, but seldom performed, be-
cause too severe a satire on the parvenus who profess Con-
servatism in order to enter aristocratic society.

The American sky-pilots have been set howling by the
assertion of the Rev. Dr. Henry A. Brann, a Roman Catholic,
that the United States is not a Christian nation, but contains
a majority of infidels—in which category he perhaps includes
all non-Catholics. Dr. Da Costa, of the Anglo-American
Church, says : “ |1 agree with Dr. Brann completely. His
statements are perfectly correct. America is not, in a
certain sense, Christian. It does not recognize Christ in its
daily life.” Dr. Hall, on the other hand, says it is quite an
exaggeration.

Father Brann drew an awful picture of the results of
living in a non-Christian country, and of course trotted out
the French Revolution, when, said he, “ In place of God it
took a woman of the streets, stripped her of her clothes,
and seated her, nude, upon the high altar of Notre Dame
Cathedral, where it adored her as the ‘ Goddess of Reason.’”
This is a Roman-Catholic-American version of an incident
in French history.

In November, 1795, when the Paris Commune ordered a
Feast of Liberty to be celebrated, and marched in proces-
sion to the Cathedral Notre Dame, the principal figures in a
pageant represented Liberty and Reason. One character
was taken by Madame Mommoro, the wife of a well-to-do
printer, the other by an actress, Mdlle. Maillard. Both
were clad in classic costume, the goddess of Reason being
attired in celestial blue. There was no sitting on the
aliar.

The Rev. Dr. Inglehart is true blue. He says the book
of .Jonah, from first to last, is a historical record. .He stated
that Christ believed the record to be historical, and that
that settled the question for Christians. Give him a harp 1

Mr. Dunn, the bookmaker, who has lately been advertised
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by the Anti-Gambling League, has a boy who stayed at a
school kept by a parson. This clergyman decided to act on
Biblical lines and visit the sins of the fathers upon the
children ; so he expelled young Dunn from the school in a
most heartless fashion, reading him a lesson on the evils of
gambling, as though the poor little chap made a “ book ” on
his own account. Mr. Dunn thereupon sued the parson for
damages, and when the man of God found the game was up,
and that the Court would do justice even to a bookmaker,
he consented to pay the costs of the action and £20 to the
East Molesey Hospital. We suppose he is now figuring up
how much he gained by that pious transaction.

While preaching in Boston, Revivalist Moody asserted
that the Prince of Wales had left the Freemasons on account
of their ungodliness. The grand secretary of the United
Lodge of Great Britain has written to the Freemasons of
Boston a letter, in which he says : “ The statement made by
the religious teacher to whom you refer is untrue.”

In a recent sermon by the Rev. W. J. Dawson it is stated
that “ no less a man than Darwin has borne witness to tho
miraculous change wrought by the love of Christ among
the more than brutal creatures of Tierra del Fuego.” This
is sheer nonsense. Darwin never said anything about the
love of Christ. The missionaries, coming from a civilized
country, brought some civilizing ideas with them. That
was all. Darwin was not a Christian himself, and never sub-
scribed a penny to the promotion of Christianity in England.
Surely it is a stupid thing to boast that he thought it might
do some good among the lowest savages.

The Daily News says: “ Wo hear that Mr. Basil Thompson
is purposing to publish an exhaustive work on the polity,
religious ideas, and domestic and social characteristics of
the Fijian”. In the religious part of his work the influence
of Christianity will be discussed with the writer’s usual
candor and directness. The son of an Archbishop,
Thompson might naturally be disposed to favor the mis-
sionary effort. But it is well known that he has not found
any lasting good come of it, either in Fiji or in any of the
Pacific islands, which he knows as well as he does his native
country.” Mr. Thompson has been a magistrate in Ft)l
where the missionaries boast so much of their civilizing
influence.

Mr. Thompson, speaking from long experience, magisterial
and other, says that tho converted heathen take on the vices
of Christians, and lose their old native virtues. The same
tale is told_everywhere—in Australia, South Africa, India,
or tho Pacific Islands. Even missionaries prefer tho un-
regenerate heathen as servants rather than their own
converts.

A correspondent of the Sketch, who has had seventeen
years' experience of India, writes as follows : “ It is the
sight of a missionary’s house which generally strikes the
stranger as so incongruous with missionary life. In thO
district 1 am speaking of now, I know only one of these
houses which doe3 not Doast an upperstorey (a great luxury
in India). Wherover you go you find the missionaries
possess the largest houses in the station. You find the sam0
on the hills, where every parson goes regularly every yQut
for the hot months. In short, directly one of these gentry
comes out to India he sets to work (with home funds) to
build himself a spacious mansion. Whether the Boards
who send out these men know how gorgeously they 1111
housed, I am not in a position to say; 1 can only wisn
the Government treated their servants half so well.”

Mr. Foote, in his Jlible and Beer pamphlet, says that, in a
certain sense, tho Bible may be called the Drunkard’s Tc*".
Book. We see from a nows paragraph in the Westmin™u
Gazette that the truth of this observation has just b00 _
illustrated in a New York police-court. A “ drunk and dis
orderly ” prisoner stated in his defence that ho had “ obey0O
tho teachings of the Bible.” Requesting the loan of tn
volume which was used in the court for swearing purposoO ;
ho turned quickly to Proverbs xxxi. C 7, and read_alOUl'j
“ Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, alJ
wind unto those thiit be of heavy hearts. Let him dri,|h;
and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no mor0-
'flio magistrate listened attentively, and replied in one wor >
“ Discharged.”

Mr. Atholstan Riley has resolved not to stand again iQl
the London School Board. “1 am convinced,” he
“ that the special work | set myself, to accomplish on 1.
School Board is done.” This means that the Ob“r i
party is perfectly satisfied'with the present situation, &
that the so-called Progressives have been soundly beatlO-
These gentlemen thought there could be such a thiDg aS*“ j
denominational religious teaching. Mr. Athelstan Riley a
his friends knew better.

“ A north-country minister,” says the Glasjow Weekly
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Herald, is angry with the railways for not giving reduced
fares to members attending Synod “ ®°tin]”~tbalfmatch
?rant such privileges to peoplé going to _ , N
fthe reverend gentleman can raise as pig a crowd at the
Synod gatherings as at a match, the gsmpanies will,
doubt, be pleased to reconsider the point.

Falkirk's U. P.'i are exercised just now on the deceased
wife's sister question, and they want the Synod to define the
law of the Church on the subject. It seems to be quite
usual in Falkirk to marry, not only a deceased wifes sistei:
but a deceased husband’s brother.

The Weekly Press, of Christchurch, New Zealand, accom
Bﬁnics its account of the latest sensational murder at Mel
J.urne with the portrait of the confessed murderer, one
” Illiam Phillips, in his chorister’s dress.

Every good thing has its disadvantages, and if you want
15.you must take it with them. Individuality is a good
toing, but you cannot have it without putting up with a
certain amount of eccentricity. Liberty is a good thing,
Put it brings along a number of cranks. America, being a
free country, has a large supply of these oddities. One ot
them, a man called Walters, has introduced a bill in the

sas legislature to make the Ten Commandments part ot
the law of that State. His bill is such a curiosity that we
veuture to reproduce it.

Jbis is cranky Walters’s little bill: ,
Whereas, the men of the present generation have become
°  « arxl scoffers, and o ,
tath\é\ﬂs],egenac?‘ they have strayed from the religion of
» Wheraas, they no longer live in fear of God ; and
Whereas, having no fear of punishment beyond the
brave, they continually violate the law given to the world
/Pm Mt. Sinai ; therefore, be it enacted by the legislature
the state of Kansas.” .
"Here follow the Ten Commandments in full, eacn
haandment being a separate section of the act.) _
Any man who shall violate any of the provisions of this
% ( be punished as follows : . .
or violating section #%,84,000 fime; for violating sec.
%csjjg?()o fine amB one year in the penitentiary ; for violating
°ne year la tFe penitentiary; for violating sec. 5,
sec ¢ 1° an<*s'x months in the penitentiary ; for violating
Periit lanSGl by the neck until dead ; for violating sec. 7,
ment 7or Bfo; for violating sec. 8, fine or imprison-
Whnri In tle discretion of the court; for violating sec. 0,
g, @ynment in the discretion of the court; for violating
court.» ' fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the

their

L-coin;ia Kansas is a particularly pious State, or intends to
fil  e5° '“mediately, the passing of this bill would soon
n exchequer tooverflowing. This bill would also
One'j, |f .the building of a vast number of new prisons,
the Oi] khe population would bo occupied in locking up
In°htl) k(, H; and, perhaps, before the expiration of six
hiitiself LI° worthy WWalters would bo in a penitentiary

WfTiIie fho church at brousse fell in last Sunday
Eight tWo hundred and fifty people were worshipping,
acciih. POO™0 were killed and twenty injured by the
death * ’ several old men and children wero crushed to
baptistnu terrfhlc panic which ensued. At TIennel Welsh
Willi;,1 Church, the same evening, a man named Rees
talc, j/1? dropped dead in his pew. The laws of nature
0 need of religious buildings or religious exercises.

tout'd w lious f° read, after this, that the Government in New
and nr'"a 63 hfts sot aside April 10 as a day of humiliation
°f th(.aAer f°rrain. We hardly imagine that any member
rain Or ’vernlnent really believes that prayer will bring

cession , eF B oft No doubt the proclamation is a con-
pcAllii  to wee clergy, who always try to look in on such
if it j Is' If tho rain comes, prayer brought it, of course ;

Heads °esn’'5 come, the people didn’'t pray hard enough,
we wm, and tails you lose.

Th
{'demtion”- Crarb0 has been taking a long and con-
fuppj; ity of London churches, and has
ishP,. cvnsu®of tho Cit 1 € .
tii,O“r%GO Bsi@s?]op with ythe result. Tho following is a
4  ~from this eclifying list :—
atub Martin’s, Ludgate.—Income £550 a year. Sunday
iftirUdailCG, sixteen in tho morning ; nineteen m tho oven
n>at.week-dav services-rector and sextonoss !
Sundnnat Cburch, Newgate-st.- Income £375 and a house
servty m°rning forty-four, evening forty-six ; no week-day

inL. f Anno and St. Agnes.—Income £570. Sunday morn
~¢~teen .. evening nine.  Half-hour week-day service,

“St \?%sn't live in the pa; jh.
~ Vedast, Foster-lane. |ncome £550, plus £450 as
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minor canon of St. Paul's. Sunday morning sixty, evening

forty-six.

“ St. Michael, Wood-st.—Income £357. Sunday morning
nine, evening twelve.

“ St. Albans, Wood-st.—Income £683, including rent of
rectory-house. Sunday morning three, evening ten.

“ St. Mary, Aldermanbury.—Income £711. Sunday morn-
ing twelve, evening seven.

“ St. Alphege, London-wall.—Income 925. Sunday morn-
ing four, evening six.

“ St. Lawrence Jewry.—Income £869. Sunday morning
thirty-seven, evening forty-seven.

“ St. Stephen, Coleman-st.—Income £750. Sunday morn-
ing fifty-nine, evening seventy.

“ St. Margaret, Lothbury.—Income £968 and house.
day morning forty, evening thirty one.

“ All Hallows, London-wall.—Income £720. Sunday morn-
ing thirty-seven, evening thirty-nine.

“ St. Ethelburga.—Income £1,065. The rector has not
performed service for over twenty years. A curate is in
charge. Sunday morning seventy, evening seventy-eight.

“ St. Helen, Bishopsgate.—Income £1,110 and house.
Sunday morning fourteen, evening eleven. The average at
the Wednesday and Friday services is four.

“ St. Peter-le-Poer.—Income £800, plus £450 as minor
canon of St. Paul's. The church is closed from Sunday to
Sunday.”

Sun-

Some followers of Tolstoi started a sect in Russia called
the Christian Anti-Taxpayers. The founders were sent to
the Caucasus, or Siberia, their meeting-place closed, and
the payments of taxes sharply enforced.

According to the German writer of a hook on The jHack
and White Clergy in Russia, the popes or sky-pilots of the
Greek Church are a very ignorant lot, who are despised and
avoided by the educated classes.

The Rev. Edmund Casey, vicar of Ashley-cum Sieverley,
has got off very easily by being bound over to keep the
peace. According to tho evidence of two of his laborers,
he so severely beat his field horses that they remonstrated
with him. He threatened to shoot one of them ; and when
they asked for their money for the day, assaulted them with
a hatchet, threatening to split their heads open with it. Had
the laborers acted in this way to the rev. gentleman,
we wonder if they would not more probably have had three
months’ imprisonment, than have been bound over to keep

the peace for that term.

James Williams, a sergeant-major in the Salvation Army,
got off easily with a fine of 5s. and costs, for singing at
Harborne, near where a lady was lying dangerously ill.
When requested to stop, he refused, and continued the
service. The name of religion consecrates every nuisance.

Theeditor of the Leon County (Florida) Journal testifies that
he recently had a religious argument with a Baptist minister,
in the course of which the latter exclaimed with groat vehe-
mence : “ If my wife and children did not believe tho Bible
to bo the word of God—every word of it—and 1 found it
out, I would Kill every last one of them.” The minister
further declared that he “ would sanction the burning of
unbelievers at tho stake.” There is much of the same feel-
ing extant in the community, but it is not often so freely

expressed.

A trust deed, by which a Portland woman conveyed about
one hundred thousand dollars to the University of that city,
to be used for tho construction of a religious annexe to the
college, has been declared fraudulent and void. It was
found that undue clerical influence had been used. The
fraud is frequent, not its rectification.

Fitzsimmons, who whipped Corbett, has a wife who is
proud of his ability to lick creation in the prize ring.
She was present at tho fight, and cheered her husband,
urging him to let Corbett’s jaw alone, and hit him about
the body. Mrs. Fitzsimmons is a pious lady. Before the
fight she went on her knees and prayed God that her
husband might win. This was rather rough on poor Corbett,
who had to fight Fitzsimmons and his god. It was also a
trick on the witting. .

The New York Truthseeker says there is no truth in the
newspaper report of Colonel Ingersoll's having knocked
down a rulfian in the streets of Chicago. Our contemporary
declares it to bo tho invention of “some unscrupulous
reporter.” We know nothing about tho matter ourselves ;
but, having given currency to the report, we give equal
currency to the Truthseektr's contradiction.

After burning Colonel Ingersoll’s effigy, the Salvationists
have extracted a subscription from him. A member of tho
Blood-and-Fire brigado called at the Colonel’s office, and
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secured a contribution of five dollars, before the donor
learnt what the mendicant represented.

Monsignor Merry Del Val, the Papal Envoy to Canada, to
settle the many Catholic differences within the Dominion,
finds he has arrived too late to help the bishops on the
Manitoba school question, and he will return to London for
the Queen’s Jubilee. He is secretary of the Papal Com-
mission for the Reunion of the Dissentient Churches,
which aims at the gathering in of all the Protestant
churches within the Church of Rome; and his friends expect
him to succeed Cardinal Taschereau, who is now the very
head of the Canadian Catholics.

Good man Stead is writing on “ The Illustrious Achieve-
ments of the Victorian Era in Journalism.” The crown of
the achievements appears to have been the publication of
“ The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon” in the pages of
the Pall Mall Gazette.

Just think of those good people, the We9leyans, getting
their propaganda cards printed in Roman Catholic Austria.
Yet so, alas ! it is. We have before us such a card, illumi-
nated with a portrait of John Wesley, founder of Methodism,
and of Robert Raikes, founder of Sunday-schools, and with
the text from Job, “ Tne Light Shall Shine upon Thy Ways.”
Verily, the light shall shine upon the ways of the authorities
of Methodism, if they do not cease having their work done
by foreign firms, many of which take contracts at so cheap
a rate that they can only be executed by the awful sweating
of the employees.—Reynolds's Newspaper.

“One by one the roses fall.” This time it is Rev. Dr.
David M. Kirkpatrick, of the Congregational Church ; and
the “woman in the case ” is Mrs. John Heberling, both of
Rochester, New York. There are no variations in the case
from the familiar old story. Reading how the good men
and women in the Bible did, Brother Kirkpatrick and Sister
Heberling concluded to try it on, and did so. Mr. Heber-
ling suspected something wrong, and watched his wife
until he found her—she having pretended that she was
going away from the city—and Brother Kirkpatrick in a
room together at three o'clock in the morning.

“ Sky-pilots” is supposed to be quite a modern and American
term for the gentry who lead us heavenward. It has, how-
ever, long been in use among the Amazulu of South Africa
as a term for their rain-doctors, who are called abalusi,
“ heaven herds,” or sky guiders.

Professor C A. Briggs writes in the North American
Review on works of imagination in the Old Testament, deal-
ing chiefly with Jonah, Ruth, and Esther. Of Jonah he says
its marvels are more like the wonders of the Arabian Nights
than the miracles of Moses, etc. Of Ruth he says: “ The
scene is put in the times of the Judges, but there is nothing
to remind us of that time except certain antigue customs
which the author thinks it necessary to explain to his
readers. The book is anideal picture of primitive simplicity
and agricultural life in Bethlehem, separated from all that
was gross, and rude, and rough, in the real life of those
times.” Here we must “ query ” the all.

Of Esther, Professor Briggs says : “ The language is one
of the latest specimens of biblical Hebrew. The style is
dramatic, and rapid in its development of incident. Scene
after scene springs into place until the climax of difficulty
is reached, and the knot is tied so that it seems impossible
to escape. Then it is untied with wondrous dexterity. All
this is the art of the story-teller, and not the method of the
historian. The things which interest the historian are not
in the book. The book is connected with the Purim festival,
and is supposed to give the historical account of its origin.
This is denied by many modern scholars. It is held tnat
Esther is a piece of historical fiction designed to set forth
the importance of the Purim festival as a national feast, and
to teach the great lesson of patriotism. The feast of Purim,
in all probability, had another origin than that reported in
the story of Esther.”

The Times oi April 9advertised the “ next presentation to
a valuable living,” the incumbent of which is “ upwards of
seventy.” The rectory is described as “ large,” the garden
as “ excellent,” and the population as “ small.” The income
is stated to be about £700 a year. Not a word of spiritual
interests or souls to be saved. Every consideration is
worldly. And of such is the kingdom of heaven.

According to the Schoolmistress, there is a North-country
parish in which the Church school teacher has to be a
remarkable factotum to the parson. She has to train the
choir, teach in Sunday-school, read lessons in church,
prepare the schoolroom for use as a chapel of ease, attend
at reading-room every evening, and assist at christenings and
churchiogs. The parson also wanted her to read the
Litany at service, but this was prohibited by the bishop.
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It is such clerical schools as this one that are given an
extra £616,000 a year by our blessed Tory Government.

Religion again ! Dear, good, holy religion ! Itis reported
that Emperor William of Germany is angry with Greece,
and willing to inflict upon it insult and injury, because hi3
sister Sophia saw the policy of being “converted” to the
Orthodox Greek faith.

Mrs. Ormiston Chant has gone off, with a few more ladies,
to play the part of a nurse with the Greek army. A number
of friends gave her an enthusiastic send-off, and of course it
was all duly reported in the newspapers. The London Echo
gave the matter an editorial, from which weextract the follow-
ing : “ And for whose benefit have these ladies volunteered
to go on the battlefield 1 Have they gone forth in the name
of our common humanity, as Florence Nightingale would
have done, to bind up wounds, and to mitigate suffering
wherever it could be found 1 Nothing of the kind. They
will offer no succor to the Jew or the Moslem, but confine
their ministrations to Christian Greeks, and bestow none of
it on Mohammedan Greeks. All through this Cretan dis-
cussion we have heard no compassionate word from the
forward party, of which Mrs. Chant and her sisters are a
kind of advanced guard, in favor of man as man, or woman
as woman, or child as child. Their agonizing sympathies
are limited to one faith and to one race.”

If wo may believe the French papers, the Covent Garden
management desire this season to produce Samson et Dahla
on the stage, and have accordingly asked permission of Dr.
Saint Saens to vary the libretto and suppress the names of
the Biblical characters. This plan was adopted by verdi
in Nino, and also in the case of Rossini's Moses in Egyp
which became Peter the Hermit. Dr. Saint Saens has tele-
graphed in reply from Las Palmas : “ Changements demandes
pour ‘ Samson’ impossibles.” _

Joseph Howton has got off lightly with six weeks’ hard
labor for putting a red-hot poker between a poor mulatto3
legs “ just to see how he would jump.” The Rev. W. J
Roxburgh, of the Oxford Mission (Trinity College), Strat-
ford, E., gave the prisoner the character of being one of the
best boys connected with the mission. Mr. D’Eyncourt
remarked : “ If this is one of the best boys, | don't know
what the worst can be like.”

Christianity at the outset only pretended to bo a reform
of Judaism. The tendency of a reform to become a different
sect is well instanced in the case of the Sikhs, or disciples of
the Adi Grauth. All thegurus or teachers of this faith wore
Hindus. They observed tho Hindu rites, reverenced the
Brahmins, performed the Sraddha, regarded the Ganges
as sacred, and were cremated exactly as Hindus. But with
tho reform came a peculiar wearing of breeches and hair, 9
special reverence for the Adi Granth; and now the Sikhs
are often classified as of a distinct religion.

Tho Bishop of Truro made a rather too clerical speech R
the recent meeting of the Theatrical Mission, and was taken
to task by Mr. Charles Wyndham, the actor. With regard
to the temptation to take stimulants, which his lordship
thought actors were specially liable to, Mr. Wyndham said
that this was a mistake, members of the theatrical Pr0'
fession being noted for longevity. As to tho vanity sup-
posed to be excited by tho wearing of fine dresses on the
stage, Mr. Wyndham said that this was mere business; °n
the stage actors and actresses were not more dressy than
other people. He denied, also, that his profession was more
in need of “ spiritual influence ” than any other. Altogether)
the Bishop must have passed a bad quarter of an hour under
the skilful hands of Mr. Wyndham.

From an essay on the Maid of Orleans by a schoolboy =
“Joan of Ark was out in a ship when he was thrown over-
board and before he was drowned a shark swallowed him
and one day tho shark swum away and came into land and
shoked Joan of Ark up and he was not the worse after it.

Whoever hesitates to utter that which he thinks th
highest truth, lest it should be too much in advance of
time, may reassure himself by looking at his acts from 9
impersonal point of view. Let him duly realize the
that opinion is the agency through which character ac9PV
external arrangements to itself—that his opinion righ*”®
forms part of this agency—is a unit of force, constituting)
with other such units, tho general power which works 0
social changes, and he will perceive that he may propm”
give full utterance to his innermost conviction, leaving R
produce what effect it may.—Herbert Spencer. '

All national institutions of churches, whether Jewis B
Christian, or Turkish, appear to me no other than hum9 »
set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopol
power and profit.—Thomas Paine.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements

Sunday, April 18, Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, at

i ' Easter on the Grecian Frontier; or, the Lifting of the
F'ery Cross.”

APril 23, Birmingham.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

0 Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—April 18,
On Uar RaH> Camberwell; 25, Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham
—An r°ackF T™ay 2, Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road.
r j communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a

Py is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be

J pCoset™ at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

at X e w * ~ lanF y°ul°r obtaining us two new subscribers

h ' | earce— Thanks. See paragraph.
— Gough.—W e have already said in tho Freethinker all that

Part SNCOessary on the subject. Life is too short to spend any
alin OL It on answering Christian journals, that regard person-
P 103 aa the be-all and end-all of controversy.

thanl«801*'—  such matters it is always a great deal better late
Lent- " vve are still open to receive subscriptions lor the

appeal6 ~°eme>though we have discontinued the special

(j°~ I'1ST— A little out of our line. Try Reynolds.

au(JUIDDAS.—Much pleased to hear that Mr. Watts had splendid
thai°nC6S a” Stanley, and made such a grand impression ; also

A E''°Uenr0”™ed seven new members at his lectures.
Sila'tBavis'—*" Conscience is born of love” is from one of
youttespeare’s sonnets, numbered 151. Pleased to accept

to,r Conorsatulations on Sunday'’s lecture. We are quite ready
anv 180US3 the question of Jesus Christ’'s actual existence with
J J c?mPstOnt clergyman. Thanks for the cutting.

exec,BOO*ma*-—Pleased to hear that Mr. Ward made an

A W "mPress‘on at New Brompton.
your « ° show that we have no prejudice, we will insert
resn ! i r ™extenso in our next issue. We have the highest
pers°Ji  Spiritualists like Dr. Wallace, for instance—that is,
im,0L respect; but Spiritualism is not above criticism, and

W ,6 Ur° ought to be exposed,
not —Certainly it is strango that persons who have
shoulTvT nOver had, any sort of connection with the N.S.S.
cnii, 10rielugod with attacks on its President and his principal
Hei Ueaguos.

irr, .’ n 18> Ne"«18"' r' n .
rison, Is.; T. F., 'Is.; J. Shipp, 2s.; llaid, Is. Per
Sj'.; * ' A J. Lorkin, 2s. Gd.; W. R. Meller, 2s.; R. Wallis,
\yBf ' t-, Is.; W. Muller, 2s.
®nnda ™ if any friend who knows of a hall available for
Court/ gening lectures, in the neighborhood of Tottenham-
hninr,/0, , or n°t too distant, would communicate with us
Ovingr@a ° F
etancig0 °Ur ?°*n8 to press early this week, some correspondence
IMPERy 1,f)ver tlllvv&mt_weok.
Rea, ®CKIVED.—Two Worlds—Freidenker—Lucifor—Torch of
riiouirhriii ~ 1T~d'luth30oker—Crescent—Islamic World—Free-
paner \ T agazino—Clarion—Sydney Bulletin—People’'s News-
Pubiic York World—New York [llorald—New York
Fvonin, ouOn—Poston Investigator—Nya Sanningar—OIldham
Supfitv7, Chronicle—Vogetarian—Isle of Man Times—West
IVtthsh' azette—Herald of the Golden Age—Der Armo Teufel—
Obs6rv Ir° Advertiser—Southwark Recorder—South London
*Tip; v, r Bradford Telegraph—Independent Pulpit.
'Ondor/011?* ®ecular Society's office is at No. 377 Strand,
" where all letters should be addressed to Miss Yance.
Gutter 1/ literature should be sent bo Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
Theyy fu6g). E.C.
°®ce,eepQdIHr WH bo forwarded, direct from the publishing
I®8-6d , tr , ® the following ratos, prepaid:—One Year,
tasTTBIlls, **alf Year, 5s. 3d. ; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
r, "8 Stone, Priitor of the Freethinker should be addressed bo
Lntber-sbreet, London, E.O.
T rkin™° aoOnd us newspapers would enhance the favor by
bsipg N “° Passages to which they wish to call our attention.
? raPper *whrar™ t0 T °st-office regulations to announce on the
“he numh hén- st>hscription is duo, subscribers will receive

t, 1
R"P

6*pires. 61 *n a colored wrapper when their subscription
8ay e Oi
?6edin»  ovbbtisements.—T hirty words, 1s. 8d.; every suc-

t ' ®l-bnUWQ(la>6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
‘°r fepetiti *C™utnn’ ™ 2«. 8d.; column, £2 5s. Spocial terms

1 After h

t ariQ¥, Oavi'g exhausted the literature and the testim

. of an, e Point, we have not found a single disti

i/i ahalfe,/ onge °f those Gospels during the first cent
mU,p 2: Orl ledeath of Jesus.—“ Supernatural Religi
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SUGAR PLUMS.

A capital audience assembled at the Athenasum Hall, 73
Tottenham Court-road, on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote
lectured on “ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live 22 Captain Adams,
of Montreal, long the President of the Canadian Secular
Union, came to hear the lecture, and was pressed into the chair.
His introductory speech was bright and racy, and heartily
applauded. Captain Adams told the meeting that Mr
Foote’s lecture on “ Life, Death, and After,” at Toronto, was
the best Freethought lecture he had ever heard. “ We all
agreed,” said Captain Adams, “ that it was a model lecture,

and he added that he had heard all the best Freethought
speakers in America. The chairman also told the audience
how he and his friends had carried an Affirmation Bill in
Canada, as Bradlaugh had done in England ; and, of course
the information was most interesting.

Mr. Foote lectures at the Athenaeum Hall again this
evening (April 18). This may be the last time he will
occupy that platform, as the proprietor is negotiating with
a proposed tenant whose use of the hall during the week
would preclude its occupancy on Sunday. Freethinkers
should therefore fill the place on this occasion. Mr. Foote’s
subject will be important and seasonable—* Easter on the
Grecian Frontier ; or, the Lifting of the Fiery Cross.”

Mr. Charles Watts has had some very successful meetings
at Stanley, partly under Mr. Foote’s Lecture Scheme. Five
hundred persons were present at one meeting, and seven
hundred at another. Mr. Watts will write an account of this
expedition on his roturn to London.

This Sunday evening, April 18, Mr. Charles Watts lectures
in the Secular Hall, New Church-street, Camberwell, taking
for his subject, “ Did Christ Rise from the Dead 27 Being
Easter Sunday, the question is an appropriate one, and no
doubt it will be especially interesting, as Mr. Watts will
refer to an eminent American work recently published upon
the subject.

The fact of the founder and Nestor of Secularism raaching
his eightieth birthday on April 13 has been the occasion of
some rejoicing among his numerous friends and admirers.
On Monday he was entertained at a dinner at the National
Liberal Club, presided over by Walter Morrison, M.P., and
attended by Sir Philip Manfield, Mr. Hodgson Pratt, Mr.
W. M. Thompson, L.C.C., Mr. W. R. Cremer, Mr. George
Howell, Mr. J. H. Levy, Mr. H. L. Braekstad, and many
other Club friends. On his birthday, by invitation of his
daughter, Mrs. Emilia Holyoake Marsh, a large assembly of
friends took place at the Holborn Town Hall. Among the
guests were Mrs. Theodore Wright, who gave some excellent
readings with her accustomed charm, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Watts, Mr. G. W. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Wheeler, Mr.
Truelove and Miss Truelove, Mr. Gould, and R. A. Cooper.
Speeches were made by J. A. Picton, E. O. Greening, Stanton
Coit, M. D. Conway, and Mr. Holyoake.

The Daily News, in aleaderette on the dinner, said that
the National Liberal Club did honor to itself in entertaining
Mr. Holyoake. “ He has lived,” it observed, “ to be honored
by all men, and he had a convincing proof of it in the
variety of opinion and station represented by the gathering
of last night.” _

Good reports of the lecture on “ The Life and Writings of
Thomas Paine,” delivered by Mr. Moss in the Unitarian
Church, Fort-road, Bermondsey, appear in the Southwark
Recorder and the South London Observer.

Mr. C. Cohen lectures to-day (April 18) at Gateshead,
where he is breaking new ground under Mr. Foote’s Lecture
Scheme. The meetings are to bo held in the Co-operative
Hall, and we hope they will be in every way successful.

We are pleased to note that Mr. S. R. Thompson is taking
to the lecturing field. He opens the out-door season at
Rochdale this Sunday by lecturing in the Town Hall-square
morning, afternoon, and evening.

The Liverpool Branch will have their last social evening
of the season at the Wellington Hotel, St. Anne’s-street, on
Thursday, April 22. Those intending to be present are
requested to give in their names to the secretary.

Messrs. E. Candler and W. G. Hayward are elected
members of the Littlehampton Urban District Council.
They are also members of the School Board. Both gentle-
men are Secularists, and do not disguise their opinions.

It is proposed to form a School of Ethics and Social
Philosophy in London, the subjects of the lectures to
embrac Psychology, the Theory and History of Ethics,
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Political Philosophy, and the History of Political Theory.
Before deciding on the establishment of this School, the
Committee desire to raise a guarantee of £500 a year. The
secretary is Mr. J. H. Muirhead, 30 Aynhoe-road, West
Kensington. The general committee includes a number of
distinguished and influential names, such as Sir Frederick
Pollock, Professor Sidgwick, Mr. Leslie Stephen, Professor
J. E. Carpenter, and Mr. C. G. Montefiore.

The Preston Branch of the N. S.S. have given up their
room in Lancaster-road, intending to remain passive until
September next. Members’ subscriptions will be one penny
each per week until their next re-union. Freethinkers in
and around Preston, desirous of joining, should apply to the
secretary, Mr. P. W. Baldwin, 2 Plant-street, Ashton-on-
Ribble. As this bigoted borough contains a great number
of latent Agnostics and FreefLinkers, a strong, active Branch
for next winter’s propaganda is looked forward to with some
degree of certainty.

The Harbinger, of Lahore, noticing Colonel Ingersoll’'s
recovery from sciatica, says: “ The Colonel is loved
even by the impartial religious men. His service to
humanity in dispelling the darkness of superstition can
never be forgotten. We in India, both religious and irreli-
gious, will hail him if he ever comes to lecture here, which
is very needful. Christians, Theosophists, and politicians
come here to lecture ; but no famous Freethinker has yet
come to India to lecture on Atheism and Freethought.”

The Crescent, the organ of the Moslems in England, says ;
“ An excellent article upon 1The Bible and the Koran,” from
the pen of Mr. G. W. Foote, President of the N.S.S., has
appeared in the columns of the Freethinker under dates of
28th March and 4th April. We hope to be able to find
space enough to reprint the article in the April issue of the
Islamic World.”

The Bethnal Green Branch begin their out-door work to-
day (April 18) in Victoria Park, at half-past three. The
lecturer is Mr. Percy Ward. We hope the local Free-
thinkers will rally round the platform, and support the
chairman in keeping order, as there is a rowdy element in
that locality, which is always watching for an opportunity
to cause a disturbance.

VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS.

Having occasion to pass St. Martin’s Town Hall every day,
I had noticed for the last fortnight that Lord Hugh Cecil
was to speak on “ Voluntary Schools and, being curious
to know what arguments he could bring in favor of them, |
arrived at the hall on Wednesday evening half an hour
before the meeting commenced, to avoid a possible crush.
There was no need to have wasted so much time, for | began
to have misgivings that | might bo one of an audience of
three. However, things looked more cheerful as time went
on, and by 8.30 the body of the hall was nearly one-third
filled—ladies, of course, preponderating. Lord Hugh evi-
dently found his subject difficult, and quite failed to arouse
enthusiasm, though it is true the ladies stolidly kept their
seats throughout his speech. After a historical survey of
the dual system of education in England, Lord Hugh I>egan
to wax enthusiastic over a tale he had heard from a clergy-
man in tho East-end of London. It appears that the reverend
gentleman had an element of curiosity in his nature, and
began to inquire what places of worship boys over fifteen
years of age in his parish attended, and kept a book for
accurate statistics. To his indescribable horror, he had to
put beside the names of nine out of every ten of these
young gentlemen the letters G. N.—Goes nowhere ! “This,”
remarked Lord Hugh, “ proves the inefficiency of Board
schools with regard to religious education. It is quite
certain to lead to absolute paganism, for in the long run
Bible reading will be dispensed with altogether.”

Ho went on to observe that educated or cultured people
might be able to lead perfectly moral lives without tne aid
of religion, but the masses needed religion. This is a very
hackneyed expression. It is true that the masses at one
time were the most religious class ; but now-a-days there is
no class more irreligious. Who fill our churches 1 Certainly
not the working classes. They have discarded superstition
and lost all revorence for thiugs formerly held sacred : and
if Lord Hugh Cecil would only take the trouble to study the
real needs of a working man, he would not find Voluntary
schools among them. It is but a small percentage—and one
ever growing smaller—of the nation who really care about
religion or religious education. F. A U.

A heretic is a man who sees with his own eyes.—Lessing.

THE FREETHINKER.

April 18, 1897.

MISSIONARY JOTTINGS.

A lthough a considerable time has elapsed since | last
rendered to the readers of the Freetimker an account of
my wanderings, there has been no slackening in my usual
labours. During the first quarter of the new yoar 1
delivered some seventy-five lectures in places as wide apart
as Glasgow and Plymouth.

| opened the new year's week by delivering the first
Sunday lectures— on Freethought—that have been given in
Derby for many years. In spite of the beastly weather
that prevailed, the meetings showed signs of the active
propaganda that has been carried on in that town. But a
short time ago and the friends at Derby, thanks to muscular
Christianity, found Freethought meetings places where
strong arms were as necessary as keen brains. However,
a series of meetings were organized, chiefly under the
Lecture Scheme, with the result that the position of the
society is firmly assured, the membership has been trebled)
and a quiet and cordial hearing has taken the place of
3en3eless interruptions and free-fights.

Working my way North, | held four meetings at Stanley,
Durham, on January 16, 17, and 18. Here 1 found
audiences of about two thousand at each meeting, and the
local clergy considerably agitated at the disturbance my
previous lectures had created. The press behaved as wen
as on previous occasions, about five columns being devoted
to reports of the locturcs, and an equal space covered by
letters upon the subject in succeeding numbers. When 1
left Stanley vague hints were in the air concerning the
necessity of holding a special purification service, and »
clearly-expressed determination to bring down some
Christian orator to remove the effects of my lectures—a
resolution showing but little confidence in the local clergy-

At Edinburgh, the next place to be visited, | found the
meetings about as usual. The modern Athens seems a
difficult place for Freethought work. From what | c*n
see of the city, there appear to be two classes of people
there—one class too degraded to think, and the other class
too respectable to think. There is not tho same proportion
of better-class working men there as in other centres, from
which class our best and sturdiest members are drawn.

At Glasgow the conditions are vastly different, and here
I found a warm wolcome and improved meetings.
lectured there on two Sundays, February 7 and 14, lectur-
ing between those dates at Dunoon, Paisley, Greenock)
Motherwell, and Law. Tho fruits of tho Lecture Scheme
in these places are apparent in tho incroasod audiences arm
steadily growing interest in the meetings. Without the
assistance of tho “ Lecture Scheme” those places worn
still have been parts of “ Darkest Britain ”j and tho goo®
results achieved hero are timely indications of what can b
dono with propor organization.

From Glasgow to Bristol is a lengthy stride, and tho
next Sunday found me scraping acquaintance for the ms
tirno with a West of England audienco. Although a
stranger to Bristol folk, | was assured that my meeting3
wore the largest tho branch had held during tho season-
After the evening mooting soveral people becamo membeis>
and | arranged for a return visit three weeks later, from
Bristol | went to Plymouth, lecturing there five day8&
Commencing with a small audience, | had tho gratification
of seeing the attendance “ swell visibly,” and although
fearful storm was raging on tho last evening | had a goodly
sized meeting to bid good-bye to. .

Tho West showed no differonco to other parts in 4
matter of opposition, that being as poor both in quauti y
and quality here as elsewhere. Tho most persist®F
opponent was a gentleman who assured mo on the mj
evening that he was not himself—a confession which
accepted as being the best explanation for his speech ~
Frankly, 1 have always much more respect for the
telligence of the Christian who remains silent than for th<
of the one who rushes into speech. The former shO0'~
that he has at least some slight appreciation of the strong .
of tho case against him, while tho latter, when ho is B
bidding for popularity, usually reminds one of the clergy
man who complained that he was unable to secure a woo
partition to stretch across tho church until he and the cura
“ put their heads together, and then they got it.”

The next place to bo visited was New Tredegar, @
twelve miles from Cardiff. Although mine was tho x
anti-Christian lecture ever given hero, and tho place

ut
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ed Baptists and Methodists of the deepest dye,
0 audience appeared to be mostly upon our side, and |
eceived many inquiries as to when | should return. The

j ecejsary amount of light and shade was given to the meet-
5 by one man, who informed the audience that | was a

tbr>a, Njefj and a murderer; and who, refusing to obey
0 chairman’s orders, received a pressing invitation,

e uctantly complied with, to avail himself of the fine even-

,ng and take a walk. On the Friday and Saturday follow-

Ing | delivered four lectures in Cardiff, and, in spite of

good avert'semen”s> khc attendances were exceedingly

Altogether, my first tour in the West was a very
successful one. | was delighted with both the places and
ho people, and | shall look forward with much pleasure to
a return visit. Bristol, Plymouth, and Cardiff might all
ocome strong Freethought centres if they were properly
°oked after. The friends of all the places I visited were
anxious that | should return soon, but my engagements
Pp~cnt my doing so until the end of '97 or the beginning

After lecturing three times at Bristol on March 14, |
commenced a seven days’ campaign in Manchester. The
i ".operative Hall, capable of seating six hundred people,
au been secured for six nights, and after the first two

enings the seats wore all occupied. Everyone concerned

,a? mighly pleased at the result of the venture; it was a

nking example of what can be done if we are in a position
¢ secure good halls in good positions, and advertise the

eetings well.  Several clergymen were present at most of
g Smeetings, but kindly refrained from exposing the errors

Secularism before such a largo number of people. On

unday, March 21, we adjourned to the Secular Hall,
Ausholme-road, for three meetings; the effects of the

6 . woro seen in the presence of three of the largest
| ?etjngs | have yet held in Manchester on a Sunday. As

ml delivered twelve lectures in eight days, with five or

* °pponents to deal with at the conclusion of some of
»emi | began to feel pretty tired by the time | had got
thr*gh with the last lecture
fiell 18 I0ctured at Derby, Bradford, Stanningley, lludders-

i and Blackburn, I crossed to Hull, after an absence of
Wearly bvc years. At this place, thanks to religious bigotry,
nr aro unablo to obtain a hall unloss admission is freo—a
R eding that hampers tho work to a considerable extent,
'veil *Ueo mootings held hero on April 4 wore, however,
alth attended>and the collections wero fairly good ones,
Cx Oligh falling short of moeting tho somewhat heavy
and n 68 Another meeting was hold during tho week,
Urn tUio here again on Sunday next, April 11. After
@ 'aVv'8tto Felling, Gateshoad, and Sheffield will about
to cPlet0 my winter’'s touring before returning to Londoi
Thu"1™ my oharo of tho work in tho “villago by the

uude’Stre~ IPc week-night lectures were, as usual, giver
bot/'tu ° Scheme,” and sovoral othor places that hav<
tocoi* i rto ~cun visited, at least of lato years, would havt
lar Vcd attention had tho subscriptions to the fund beer
that n?tOBh to justify further outlay. | am convinced
tako ° Onv way to successfully open up new ground is tc
eneof 1 S°°d hall, advertise well, and run a course ol
butTjf- To do this means a considerable loss at first,
hands w*C3t economy in the end. | could place my
positi 'd>on half-a-dozen places where, if we wero in a
Huilt i1l 730 or so, a really strong branch might be
benefit?) Another way in which our movement might'bc
them @ Wo,dd be by taking stalls in market towns, fitting
plac; °ut with a good stock of Secular literature, and
n°t ¢ ° a man in charge. Even though profits on sales did
mere af r exPeuses, the money lost would be well lost; the
the o,?tverUscment of our existence would bo well worth
a dete All this and much more might bo done if onl

lhinker'rnif°'! and unitcd effort were, made by the Free

°t Great Britain in the right direction.
ad Vas BRE looks—round at tho (%owers that are arraye.

b nst us—organizations that are born of centuries of ex
1 ricnce, and tested by centurios of wear ; with the force
Ih slaggish indifference and deep-rooted ignorance upo
the N0 sido>and those of threatened vested interests upo
Bfi?ther'-°ne must suroly feel that the odds are alread
Stic, 1G!tly great without our endowing them wi c
ddi ~th by neglecting the welfare of such organizations a

1ti?n°W. Position and champion our opinions.
ud>April 8, 1897. G. Loiiln.
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REVIEW.

The Gospels Compared.

Vergleickende Uebersicht der vier Evangelien (Compara-
tive Review of the Four Gospels), by S. C. Verus, reaches us
from Leipsic, where it is published by P. von Dyk. The
work is dedicated to all lovers of truth, and they certainly
may find here the means of arriving at just conclusions con-
cerning the Four Gospels, and the various stories of Jesus
found therein. With German thoroughness, the author has
made a synopsis in parallel columns ofevery narrative found
in the books ascribed to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Keys and tables are given, so that any item with its parallels
can be immediately referred to. The utility of such an
apparatus for the just criticism of the documents is evident
at a glance.

There have been many Harmonies of the Gospels published
in all languages since the time of Tatian. They are one and
all vitiated by their attempts at harmonizing the dissonance
of the evangelists. But we know of but one such careful
piece of work as this which exposes at once their harmo-
nies, contradictions, interpolations, and new readings. The
nearest approach in English is the valuable little book com-
piled by Dr. Edwin A. Abbott and W. G. Rushbrooke,
entitled The Common Tradition of the Synoptic Gospels. This
work, an English rendering of Mr. Rushbrooke’s Synopticon,
was intended to, and does, show that the common source of
the Synopticsl yarns was nearest to that given in Mark ;
but, by the omission of John, it much minimises the proof of
the liberties taken by the gospellers with the tradition of
tho Jesus Saga. Rushbrooke’s Synopticon, giviug the Greek
in red and black and in differences of type, certainly takes
us nearer to the original than the work before us. Herr
Verus adapts his book to German readers of Luther's
translation. But the Synopticon is far more expensive,
costing as many shillings as this does pence, and yet is not
so thorougl”~for a full view of tho question.

Dr. Abbott, in his article on “ The Gospels ” in the Ency-
clopaedia Britannica, says : “ It is well known that in many
parts of the first three Gospels tho same words and phrases
are curiously interlaced, in such a way as to suggest that
the writers have borrowed either from each other or from
some common source. For example, in describing the heal-
ing of the sick (Matthew viii. 16; Mark i. 32; Luke iv. 40)
St. Matthew begins thus : ‘ Now, when it became late
St. Luke: ‘Now, when the sun was setting’: St. Mark :
‘Now, when it became late when the sun set.”’ From all
such instances Dr. Abbott got little beyond the inference
that Mark contained the earlier tradition from which the
others borrowed ; that Matthew and Luke contain nothing
in common which is not also found in a slightly-modified
edition of Mark, and that consequently Mark did not borrow
from the other two. But there are many other questions
which his own work, and, still better, the work of Herr
Verus, should enable the student to solve. We may find not
only which is tho earliest, but which is the latest; which
keeps closest to tho common matter, and which departs
furthest therefrom, etc.

It has often been noticed that in the turns of expression,
modifications, amplifications, omissions, and additions of the
four different Gospels, we can gather much of what tho
writors were driving at; their Tendenz, as the Teutons say.
We may see; broadly speaking, that, with Matthew, his hero
was pre-eminently the prophesied Messiah of the Jews ;
with Mark, a tkaumaturgisc; with Luke, a *“syncretical
parabolist,” with Gentile leanings ; and with Jolm, the Logos
made flesh. But there is more in a comparison of tho Gospels
than this. We can see from the liberties which each writer
took with the Saga that they were all strangers to the
alleged facts narrated, and that they adapted the story and
raise en scene to suit their own purposes.

The general effect of a survey of Herr Verus's Uebersicht der
via' Evangelien is to confirm the view that the Gospels aro a
concoction. Tho author does not quite say this, but he comes
near it when he calls them Dictung poetry, invention, imagi-
nation, or legend. The Synoptics had not merely au oral
tradition, but written notes before them. Their close
resemblances can be explained in no other way. Their
variations, on the other hand, prove that they were so far
removed from tho events that they felt at liberty to modify
and alter ad lib. An instructive instanco is the story of tho
fig-troe. In Luke (xiii. 6) we have a parable of a fig-tree,
which, bearing no fruit, is cut down. In Mark (xi. 14-21)
this is an actual fig-tree, which, being cursed, withers the
next day. In Matthew (xxi. 19) it withers at once. John
has tho story of going to the temple, in which the incident is
introduced, but omits it entirely. An analysis of most of tho
stories would similarly show allegories turned into realities,
and discrepancies incompatible with the view that the gospel-
lers wero relating plain matters of fact.

Horr Verus gives less indication of the results of his work
than we could like. He seems to say : “ There are the facts
properly arranged, before you, and you may draw your own
conclusions.” This is just and right for the critic; but the
fact is, most readers arc not critics ; they want to have an



252

author's conclusions not only placed before them, but
reiterated. That the conclusions of our author are of the
most heterodox character may be judged from his considera-
tion of the suggestion of Rudolf Seydel, that the germ of some
of the Gospel Dichtungen may be found in the Buddha
Saga. We cordially commend his volume to all readers
acquainted with German. As an aid to Gospel criticism it
is invaluable.

WHAT IS FREETHOUGHT ?

The Christian Commonwealth, of London, insists that
Atheists and Agnostics have no right to a monopoly of the
term “ Freethought.” “ Men have never made greater mis
takes,” it says, “ than in their definitions of freedom.” This
may be true, but among those guilty of making such mis
takes we find this same Christian Commonwealth. While
he term “ Freethinker” has, by common usage, become
generally associated with sceptics and unbelievers, any one
of these will admit that even a believer may be free in his
thinking. It may not be true that, in the strictest sense,
anybody at all thinks freely. The thing for an honest
person to do is to think as he can. To be a Freethinker in
any commendable way is to subject everything to a rational
process, avowing only that which appears to have the
warrant of reason. He makes no surrender of his con-
science, imagination, or moral perceptions, nor is he deaf to
the voice of history and the testimony of others. All these
he utilizes. He brings everything under the dry light of
reason, and allows his judgment full freedom to decide as to
what is true or false, probable or improbable. This our
London philosopher chooses to call “ bowing down in bon-
dage to our lower intellectual faculties,” which he defines as
“ the senses and reason.” Now, we would like to know
what he considers our higher intellectual faculties. Accord-
ing to his view, reasoning is a vulgar performance. But he
is not the first Christian who has denounced it as something
low and mean.

We are told that “ sceptical thought”—that is, thought
subjected to the reason—" cannot bo free because the pro-
cess by which it is reached is not.” In other words, he who
does not go beyond the facts in his possession, and who,
taking these facts as a basis of thought, submits them to the
crucial test of reason, is not free ; but, “ on the other hand,”
we are given to understand that “ Christian thought is per-
fectly free, although it does accept as authority the Bible
and Christian consciousness as well as private judgment—
not the judgment of the reason simply, but of the entire
man.” This reveals the very point of difference between
the Freethinker and the Christian. The Freethinker
exercises the right of private judgment, and the judgment
of the reason (if, indeed, you can exercise one of these with-
out the other), in determining whether or not the Bible and
Christian (so-called) consciousness are authority, while the
Christian subjects his reason and judgment to their authority.
“ What we need in order to reach a just religious belief,”
says the Commonwealth, “is not to oust these authorities,
but to know how to use them.” But by what are we going
to determine the extent of their authority, and how to use
them, if we do not subject them to the judgment of the
reason ? How are we to discriminate between true and
false authority except by our reason1l The true Free-
thinker claims the right to think as be can, and to accept
that omly which has the warrant of reason; and he readily
accords this right to every other man.

—Independent Pvlpit.

A MIRACLE DEFINED.

There's Mick M'Brierty, he has bothered the life out of
ould Priest M'Guire for an explanation of how a miracle
can be wrought; and he couldn’'t have come to a better
hand, for it's his raverence that has got the laming, the
logic, the metaphysics, the faith, and a big share of the
practice that's necessary to distinguish between what's
natural and what's supernatural. And, in troth, it's no
child’s play a clargyman has when he begins to chop up
logic to a boy with a head on him like a hatter’s block, and
that doesn’t know a B from a bull's fut; it's just another
case of dropping your pearls in the pig market. But his
raverence took a good, old-fashioned homely way of <xplain-
ing to Mick ; for you know there’'s a deal of people in the
world whose feelings are more to be depended on than their
judgments. So his raverence told Mick to stand up and
step to the door, and, as he moved_ off, he gave him a tight
lifter with the toe of his boot, asking him at the same time
if he felt that! Mick turned round, with a lip on him like
a motherless foal, and said : “ Begorra! | rather think I
do.” “ Well,” said his raverence, “it would have been a
miracle if you hadn't.” So Mick’s faith is confirmed, but he
says he'll study no more at that seat of laming.

THE FREETHINKER,

April 18, 1897.

THE CHRISTIAN CREED VERSIFIED.

That three are one and one is three

I hold a sacred verity :

That Jesus Christ went down to Hell;
But what for ? the devil must tell.

And then he winged his way above

To join the Pater and the Dove,

That Mary, veneranda Mater,

Gave being to her own Creator,
Married, but neither wife nor maid,
As by no natural impulse swayed ;
Her husband Joe, for very shame sake,
Acting just like his sheepish namesake.
All this | strive hard to believe,
Expecting heaven to receive ;

Good works, like rags, are of no use,
And our damnation may produce.

But if we've faith and show docility,
God will reward our gullibility.

MERRIE ENGLAND.

Claverley must have been a model village in the good old
days. The school stood between the bull-ring and the
church. Bull and bear baiting was carried on under the
parsonage windows. Pious Thomas Cartwright says in his
Admonitions to Parliament: “ If there be a bear or a bull
to be baited in the afternoon, or a jackanapes to ride on
horseback, the minister hurries over the service in a shame-
ful manner, in order to be present at the show.” The dogs
accompanied their masters to church on Sunday. The
sermons must have made the people drowsy, for the virtuous
founder of the school left a sum of money to be paid to a
poor man to whip out the dogs, and to awaken sleepers
during divine service. The parson and his flock did things
in a nappy-go-lucky fashion—they were most accommo-
dating. The clerk announced in the morning from his desk :
“There will bo no service here this afternoon, as the vicar
is going to dine with Mr. Soames, the papermaker.” That
meant aJong sitting, no doubt, and much drinking. Inoneof
the adjoining villages tbo rector closed his church one Sunday
in_order that his clerk, who was the only tailor in the villagOi
might make him a pair of hunting breeches, which he
wanted finished early on Monday for the Melton Mowbray
meet. Blessed parson! Happy meet! Splendid Melton
Mowbray pies, to be washea down with nut-brown ale «
Who would not worship at that shrine 1 | am ready to g°
all the way ad inferos with “ such Christians.” People were
fonder of alehouses than churches. At Bridgnorth, in
1633, an assembly called Common Hall resolved to sup-
press two hundred licensed and eighty unlicensed alehouses.
Every tenth house an alehouse ! Of these places, how many
were kept by clergymen ? Parsons in ourdays largely appv
for shares in big breweries—Allsopp’s, Guinness’s, and others-
Many are heavy consumers “of reaming swats that drink

divinely "—fonder of Bacchus than Jesus.
Charles Kroll Laforte.

BIBLE READING.

Only a short while ago an intelligent gentleman asked us
to tell him what book we had read that caused us to losO
faith in religion, to which we replied by saying, “ ThO
Bible.” “ Why,” said he, “ | read the Bible.” “ Well,” sald
we, “do you believe it?” “Yes,” he replied, with sou>0
hesitation, “ | believe it; that is, | believe a good deal of R
We then jvsked him what parts he believed, and what part.
he did not believe, to which he replied that he believed
much of the historic parts, but that the miracles were ®
little too strong” for him. Ho said ho thought there f 1L
ahout as muih truth in the Bible as there was in anciep
histories. “ Then,” said we, “you don't think the H?V
Spirit is any more reliable than other historians,” to whi00
ho very frankly confessed that he did not think tho Holy
Spirit had anything to do with it; that it was of human
origin, just as all other books are; “ but,” said he, “ it cOP
tains many good precepts, such as we find in the Provero
and in other portions. Many of the Psalms are good an
soul-inspiring, and | rather like the character and teaching
of Jesus, though | don’t believe he ever raised tho dead, O,
that he himself was raised from the dead.” When ask
what ho thought about the birth of Jesus, his reply yfQ '
“1 don't believe there was any miracle in it. 1 think
was a natural human being, and that Joseph or some otbh
man was his father.” “ Then,” said we, “ you have read t
Bible too much to be a true Christian.” Our advice to tu
gentleman was to either leave the Church, or quit readi t

the Bible. J. D. Sha*-
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BOOK CHAT.

tink« =R twenty-four of the Humanitarian League’s publica-
\Ir a pamphlet entitled The Gallows and the Lash, by
atari .era, augh Bonner (Reeves, 2d.). The historical and
GniM°a P?rts are very valuable. Mrs. Bonner shows that
crime - PuPrihm ent has no specially deterrent effect on
crime’ In . ~> ~ Is questionable whether the amount of
Quiite 1n a-Slvep state of society is nat an absolute certainty;
How IrresPecrive of the lenity or severity of the penal code.
sulwrté! j may be. the question remains, What is to be
Mrs *)) w for tbe death penalty in the case of murder ?
“wor H'Ufer .argues that murderers are not always the
stand ~  €Fi[AiAals, Perhaps not, atiordimg 3 romamtit
deal with ' k'I*Lev*dently it is more dangerous t6 Rave fo
r r - * a Potential murderer than with a potential thief,
kill aS’fk not deliberately wicked, but so passionate as to
laree . ~?r Person when provoked, is not safe to be at
that ’ Public feeling must be considered as well as
deroru “c 6 °riminal. Mrs. Bonner would imprison mur-
hOow *or a term in the discretion of the judge.” But
“ou dleai*k can you tell whether your murderer is
and 1 N stand in the same temptation again,
QUeshi 6 ™an repeat his crime. We do not believe the
the s °n 18-as s*mple as Mrs. Bonner seems to think it; at
°piniolne m?e’ We recoi’nize large room for differences of
brutal> j ~h what she says about the irredeemable
have i °* dogging we heartily concur. For the rest, we
aqQj to say that Mrs. Bonner's pamphlet is carefully
win Vel written, though we hope in the next edition she
and “ «su’b a plethora as “ but,” “ notwithstanding,”
yet in two lines of a single sentence.

* * *

the volume of Paine’s religious writings,
throuiriNV'nion of New York says: “Whoever will read
~unol 't 65k ”ur hundred pages with unprejudiced mind
and v,TfiUt ee I™Pressed anew with the misrepresentation
centu '“cation which Paine has suffered for more than a
he deef ]?/arHorn being an Atheist, or even an Agnostic,
davfinjroc* himself again and again a Deist. He might to-
retort iL?.c&nfenialhome with the.Unitarians. The bitterest
to-dav flic >in his own opinion, the orthodox Christian of
criticiL °an, hurl at the so-called ‘higher critic ' is, that his
cism st t° | 16 ”bble is substantially the same kind of criti-
<>onh,vP?d’ It is true, in language somewhat less offensive
heattain oars, that Paine inaugurated a century ago when
Arid th >6 <*'h°claim of Biblical inspiration and infallibility,
tialjy true "Ini? N retort lies in the fact that it is essen-

* * *

now book, entitled The French Revolu-

It will* r\m\ -1 ~ teraturei will be issued soon after Easter.
BurL <rea, with the influence of the great upheaval on
i >outhey, Coleridge, Wordsworth, Byron, and Shelley.

* * *

Einlor,rV h Trwino Whitty has published Palestine
Whittv lons m Further Revelations. According to Mr.
the peonl  c'i? pioneer of Palestine Exploration, and
Poetry .6] , mS- F. now ignore his claims. He drops into
vanity his pamphlet may excite a smile at human

EXORCISM.

palled an5 itllat Ihe air is peopled by a variety of being
the idea "?Isi or demons, is very naturally associated witl

human be’ “ I®se essences can enter into the body of i
Phenomenal®'!,?/ I* produco therein a series of strangi
1° n0 an-,; When a man, previously quiet, and differinj

ebes to nr eCL- 6 raanner from other mortals, suddenb
Ing other na° inY Rr"Phesyin?, starvin%_himself, and scold
u i

t°r ml.". Pe°ple, It is verv natural for him to assume n<

18 experie i tlie modern physician wonder at this, fo
vee vision,*? i insan.ity shows that many of its victim
jPs, whicu 1, the Almighty, and hear utterances from hi

72Uud bgii raMi no real existence. Such men have a prc
mseaSed hr = i Hiey are in reality that which thei
» ai?or womm l!eads them to suppose. Again, when eithe
. Mid beast 18 affected with mania, and rages more lik
e ticle of elLu-an a human being, tearing into shreds ever-
won from , m g which he or she possesses, not abstaininj
ni hig out ~Urden,ng others, injuring himself or herself, o
n, oities if45ax® night the most horrible blasphemies o
t aithe viet;18 eHuaHy natural that the idea should prevai
tav&been enlm Is Possessed by an evil spirit. The forme
77 the rno.t nODIzed as saints, the latter have been subjects

\y°nia» r Ingenious system of religious exorcism.—Dr
a'es” v, 'lan, 1Ancient Faiths Embodied in Ancien
ol- 1, p’ 513.
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PROFANE JOKES.

The squire’s son had just been ordained, and on the follow-
ing Sunday he was to take the morning service in his native
village. He was a young man, and very nervous ; however,
he did his best, and returned to the vestry, having accom-
plished the service to his own satisfaction. “ 1 think | got
through the service without a mistake, John,” he remarked
to the old clerk, who was helping him off with his surplice.
“ 1t was first rate, Master Dick,” said the old man, with
enthusiasm ; “ 1 don’'t know as | ever heard it better done.”
After a pause, he added : “ But the old parson, he never gives
us the evening service of a morning "

Ethel—" I don't hate anyone, Edith, but | have made up
my mind to renounce this vain, frivolous, heartless world,
and be a missionary in Africa.” Edith—" Why, what's the
matter 77 Ethel—" Papa has refused to buy me a new dress
for the Johnson’s soiree.”

One fine Sunday morning a tourist arrived at a Kirk in
Argyleshire, intending to enter for the English service as
soon as the Gaelic was over. “Is the Gaelic eervice over 7
ho inquired of the beadle. “ No ; but it will not be fery
long.” So the tourist strolled on into the churchyard, where
the tombstones lay deep in the long grass. By-ana-bye he
was recalled by the shouts of the beadle, who stood at the
door waiving to him. “ But is the Gaelic service over?” he
asked, once more. “ Oh, ay ! it will be over.” *“ But | have
not seen the congregation ; which way did it go? The
beadle directed his attention to a solitary figure slowly
wending his way up the hill, and said, “ That's him.”

A sky-pilot, seeing a carpenter at work, who boasted of his
skill, said, “ Do you think you could make me a devil 7’
“ Why, yes,” said the man. “ Put up your foot; you want
the least alteration of any man | ever saw.”

Sunday-school Teacher—* What is faith 77 Little Boy—
“ Faith is believing in the superintendent’s stories.”

Bobby—* Maw, | read of a man to-day who was one
hundred and seventy years old.” Mother—* Oh, what a
lie ” Bobby—*" No, mamma, it was in the Bible.”

Willie—* Papa, isn't a monarchy the best form of govern-
ment? Papa—* No; a republic is.” Willie—* Then why
do they say the ‘ Kingdom of Heaven'?”

“ This,” declared the young man, airily, “ 1 am certain, is
at the least my three hundredth time on earth.” *“It's
very funny you don’t know any more, then,” said the old man,
who had listened to his Theosophical harangue.

FREETHOUGHT GLEANINGS.

Sectakians aro only for religious liberty when they are in
the minority. There is no doubt that if the Seventh-Day
Adventists were in the majority they would persecute those
who did not observe Saturday as the Sahhath, as bitterly as
Sunday “ Christians” are persecuting them. In countries
like the United States, where Catholicism isin the minority,
it talks glibly of religious liberty ; but where itis in the
majority, as in Latin countries, it exercises the worst spirit
of persecution against other religious beliefs. All this is
because persecution is the natural ally of sectarianism,
which, being partial, selfish, and error-bound, can know
nothing of the spirit of L niversal Brotherhood, Love, and
Liberty, and, therefore, cannot practise it. It is the spirit
of Truth that sets free from all limitations and restrictions,
not the darkness of error.—Lucy A. Mallory.

The doctor sees the weakness of mankind, the lawyer its
wickedness, and the theologian its stupidity.—Schopenhauer.

The supposition, that the terrors of hell-fire are essential
or even conducive to good morals, is contradicted by the
facts of history. In the Dark Ages there was not a man or
awoman, from Scotland to Naples, who doubted that sinners
were sent to hell. The religion which they had was the
same as ours, with this exception—that everyone believed
in it. The state of Europe in that pious epoch need not be
described.— Winwood Reade, “ Martyrdom of Man"

Give up material fire, and you lose the bodily resurrection.
Renounce the bodily resurrection, and away goes the visible
coming of Christ to a general judgment, and the climacteric
com pleteness of the Church scheme of redemption is wanting.
Mar the wholeness of the redemption plan, and farewell to
the incarnation and vicarious atonement. Neglect the
vicarious atonement, and down crumbles the hollow and
broken shell of the popular theology helplessly into its
grave.— William Rounseville Alger, “ A Critical History of
the Doctrine of a Future Life,” p. 518.

People talk of Calvinism; Calvinism is just Bibleism.—
Dr. R. Wallace.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaecum Hall (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ Easter on the Grecian Frontier.”

Braulauoh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's
Pond): 7.15, W. J. Ramsey, “ Christ's Insanity.” April 20, at 8.30,
Social party.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
C. Watts, “ Did Christ Bise from the Dead?”

East London Ethical Society (Libra-road, Old Ford) : 7, Miss
Zona Vallance, “ Moral Action.”

South London Ethical Society, Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road: 11.15, Sunday-school—Lesson by F. J. Gould on “ Duty”;
7, Washington Sullivan, “ Morality and Immortality.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, H. P. Ward, “ Christianity or
Secularism ?”

Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, R. Rosetti.

Harrow-Road (corner of Walterton-road) : 3.30, R. P. Edwards,
“ Secularism.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, R. Rosetti.

Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7.30, R. P. Edwards.

Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon’s-lane): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Chris-
tianity a Fraud.”

Mile End Waste :
7, F. Haslam, “ The Story of the Resurrection.”
Ramsey, “ David.”

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill): 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Jesus
Christ and Modern Novels.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3, H. P. Ward, “ Christianity
v. Secularism in the Queen’s Reign.”

COUNTRY.

Bristol Branch (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street): 7, J. Keast,
“ Is Christianity True ?”

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, Stanley
Jones, “ Jesus Christ and Modern Novels.”

Gateshead (Co-operative Hall, Whitehall-road): Mr. Cohen—11,
“ The ldeal Christ”; 3, “ Foreign Missions”; 7, “ Atheism ».Christian
Theism.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): R. Forder—
11.30, “ Is the Story of Jesus in the Gospels History or Myth ?” 6.30,
“ The Bible and Ancient Monuments.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 7, Mr. Hammond,
“Is Theism Reasonable?” April 22, at 8, Social evening.

Manchester Secular Hall (Busholme-road, All Saints): Closed
Easter Sunday.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street,:
7, Vocal and Instrumental Music, Recitations, etc. April 21, Members'
last social dance of the season—8 to 12 o’clock.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Rochdale (Town Hall Square): S. Thompson—11, “ Easter: What
is It ?’ 3, “ Christian Civilization a Delusion ”; 6.30, “ Is there a God ?”

11.30, E. Pack, “ Come to Jesus or Go to Hell
April 21, at 8 W. J.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

O. OonEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London,
Gateshead ; 25, Sheffield.

E.—April 18,

A. B. M0s8,44 Gredon-road, London, S.E.—May 2, m., Hyde Park ; a,
Harrow-road ; e., Kilburn. 9, m., Clerkenwell. 23, m., Camberwell; a,,
Peckham-rye. 30, e., Edmonton.

H. Percy Ward, 9 Leighton-crescent, Leighton-road, N.W.—Aoril
18, m.,Camberwell; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton. 26, m., Mile End
Waste ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Camberwell.

POSITIVISM.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Church of Humanity, 23 Blandford-
street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin,
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
YOUR BABY WON'T THRIVE,
YOUR BOY OR GIRL IS DELICATE,
YOU ARE ILL AND CAN'T GET WELL,
YOU WISH A SOUND BRAIN IN A HEALTHY BODY,

Consult DR. T. R. ALLINSON.
4 SPANISH PLACE, MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W.
Fee 10s. 6d. from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. To working classes, 5s., from 6 to 8 p.m.

Dr. Allinson cures without drugs or operations. He has 10,000 con-
sultations yearly. Send 10s. for his “ Book of Health.”

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours

If yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

platinum, 7«. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 16s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
Is ; painless by gas. 6]
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Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable 7
A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN
Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to tho Christian Evidence
Society,

AND
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of tho National Secular
Society.

Held in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 1G, 1S95-

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London : E. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E.C.

Price Threepence,

THE COMING CIVILIZATION.

An Address delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago»
on Sunday, April 12, 1896, to Members and Friends of
“The Church Militant,”

By COLONEL R G INGERSOLL.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in sloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post free.

*** |n order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, th*
meet important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 P»?8
at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution 1*
adozen post free.

Tho National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, eaye ; ‘Mr Hole¥9

phlet . .. is an almost unexceptionable statement of the New

#lthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to ®7?r*
feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the N®*
Malthusian cause and tc numan well-being generally is just his com* j
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and m“r.j
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites 'e

lowest possible prices.” .
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalt, Dr. Allbntt,»®

others, haye aho spoken of it in very high terms ,
The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, *e

Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R.HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE, BERKS”"

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. Si, »ndjjf
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 61. Made only at No. 15 Chadw
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.

Beware of useless imitations substituted by «me dealers and chem>
the words “ Rendell & Co. ” and “ J. W. Rendall,” etc., being epeem“8'
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Markm

in Red Ink on each Box, without which None are GbnuiN®

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8s. 6d.,
and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Oc .lpound,18
Dr Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices pos. fr<A -

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., clerkanwell.

jo-
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition,
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazaroth. Id.

Hoyal Paupers.
and what the People do for Royalty.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revisod and largoly re-written.
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cam
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah's Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id.;
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’'s Ass, (10) God in a Box, 7 (11)
Jonah and tho Whale, Id.; (12) Blble Animals, Id.; (13) A V|rg|n
Mother, 1d.; (14) The Resurrectlon 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
**ey (16) John's Nightmare, Id.

Showing what Royalty does for the People,
2d.

Borne or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Betters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

2d.
A Lie

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist.
MFive Chapters. Id.

Salvation Syrup; or, nght on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee
ne Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

Ihgersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar.
Jhe Folly of Prayer. 2d.

r 13- Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.

London . R. Foraer, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

2d.

2d.

"ORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.

TK ° LAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY EXAMINED FROM
Tilr riONALI5T STANDPOINT. 64 pp., 6d., by post 7d.

WrroTEA<JHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPARED
(Bn ORTIilOI)0X CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d.

P®TIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND

SEotteeNCE  4d" by poat 5d'
3# h. ARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE.

Acdt post 4d-
|STm"|9I8M AND CHRISTIAN THEISM WHICH

REASONABLE? 6d., by pyat td
IN & ? TO FATHER LAMBERTS
THri, S” 6d>bypost7d.
thfn LGGIGAE PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter to
Trp V' Dr 11F-Burna>of Halifiix>N S- 2d=>by p°3t 2id-
BRItE ATUIIAL and THE SUPERNATURAL; OR,

Fvnt and knowlkdgk @ >by p°8t4d-
\\OLIJTION AND SPECIAL CREATION.

IN-

*TACTICS OF

3d., by post

llappiness IN HELL AND MISERY IN HEAVEN-

birt CE AND THE BIBLK 4d>by p°st5d-
dictoE MORALITY: Its Teachings Shown to lie Contra-
gpp ~ anc* defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3Jd.

ITS RELATION TO THE SOCIAL

SFeut M8 OF THE DAY' 2d’ by podt 2id’
i IMfJSM: is IT FOUNDED ON REASON, AND

Debate tWOIR( :{o MEET ‘tI',HE/.HVANTS Oli MANKIND7
Rl

parles Y

IOl nel a

IS Tn PSXU'2d;
D4UEI\E A. LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE ?

BAINtc- Westbrook- 3d-. hy P°8t 4d.
tyj*Y 8 AND SINNERS : WHICH? 3d., by post 4d.

®t)Uo N~ MQHT ? A Secularist's Answer. 3d., by post 4d.
THp GATiI°N : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by post 2jd.
AlIByBENSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SUNDAY.

Reply to

Tlip Jr Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.

T«Eit"ISTENCE OF COD; OR, QUESTIONS FOR
2d’ fay p°8t 2id-

Wd TIANITY aND CIVILIZATION. 3d., by post 4d.

I eWatts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
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Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

God and the State. 2d.

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in

England. Accurate as Colenso, \Why am | an Agnostic?
and fascinating asanovel. 132 pp. Parti. 2d.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. Why am | an Agnostic?’
Defence of Frert]ethcr)]ughtl. Part I1. 2d.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial .
of C. B. Reynoldg for Blasphemy. FaD|rtt;ie?dnd2|;act. Reply to
6d. ) )
The Gods. 6d. God and Man. Second reply

to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Dying Creed. 2d.
The Limits of Toleration
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.

Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.
Rome or Reason? A Reply 54

to Cardinal Manning. 4d. The Household of Faith.
CRIME3 AGAINST CRIMINALS. 2d.
3

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do | Blaspheme? 2d.

The Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Tt;e Clezl(;gy and Common
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. ense. : .
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. Social Salvation. 2d.

2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas Marriage and Divorce.

Paine. 2d. Skulls. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus 1he Great Mistake. Id.
Christ. 2d. Live Topics. Id.

True Religion. 2d. Myth and Miracle. Id.

The Three Philanthropists. Real Blasphemy. Id.

2d. Repairing the ldols. Id.
Love the Redeemer. 2d. Christ and Miracles. Id.
Is Suicide a Sin? 2d. Creeds & Spirituality. Id

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1,600 Men and
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies, Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision,
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch-
craft, Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,
2s. 6d.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth.

Secular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is.

The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.

Types of Religi- nists. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
BY

G W. FOOTE ana W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts asfollows:—

1. —Bible Contradictions.

parallel col timns. 4d.

—Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities.
from Genesis to Revelation.
line for easy reference 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

The contradictions are printed in

N

Containing all tho godly wickedness
Each infamy has a separate head-

Broken

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttcr-stroot, E.C.

Just published, price Twopence,

Evolution & Christianity.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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NEW SPRING TROUSERS 2 BEAUTIFI& f

%*JU
TO MEASURE, All-W ool Dress ffiafg'ths,
PATTERNS.
10& 8d PER PAIR. Carriage Paid jor 21s.
NOW READY. SPECIAL LINE. In Serge, Habit Cloth, Tweed,

Cashmere, Alpaca, or Fancy
Sent to any address Post Free. Hundreds of Patterns to select from. Figure. Any Color.

25s. each. AGENTS NEW e

LADIES’ CAPES.
_ Wanted PRICE
In Velveteen or Fine Beaver. L I S T

Very Smart and thoroughly E V E R Y W H E R E ' Of all classes of heavy Drapery

up-to-date. .
sent post free on receipt ot

TERMS ON APPLICATION post-card.

Ordinary Retail Price, 35s.

4 Trouser Lengths, LOT 1L 1,000

ALL PURE WOOL, TO CLEAR. Navy Serge Sailor Suits.
19s. CARRIAGE PAID. To fit Boys up to 8 years.
2ls. THE LOT. 1 Pair All-wool Blankets, 1 Pair full-  All one price, Carriage Paid,

sized Sheets, 1 Quilt, 1 Tablecloth.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

FIRST EDITION.—Printed at the Chiswick Press, with Price 2d., by post 3d.; yearly subscription, (including
Portrait of the Author and thirteen full-page illustrations Supplements), 2s. 8d.
(Nine Engravings on Wood), in one Volume, 128 pages, cap

vl gt letered price . THE LITERARY GUIDE:
Steps to the Tenple of Happiness: A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

Devoted mainly to Books and Publications which deal with
Religion, Philosophy, Science, and Ethicsfrom a Rationalt>

Carriage Paid. 4s. EACH.

Thirty True Moral Stories for the Young-;

With Hints to Parents on the Education of Children. standpoint.
No. 10, April, 1897, Contains
By Dr. HENRY SMITH Christian Origins.
(Author of “ Simple Thoughts in Prose and Verse,” etc., etc.). An Indictment of Latter-day Irrationalism.
Martin Luther.

“ It is a pleasure to take up Steps to the Temple of Happiness: Aristotle’s Psychology.
Thirty True Moral Storiesfor the Young ; with Hints to Parents on Varied Essays of an Evolutionist.
the Education of Children, by Henry Smith (London : Swan Sonnen- The New “ Ante-Nicone” Volume.
schein ; 1897). It is just tho book to present to children, carefully Mr. Laing Criticized.
written in plain, simple, and direct language, and it is beautifully A Sketch-book from Carlylo.
illustrated by Owen Dalziel and Katie Hobbs. There is no cant or Random Jottings.
religious non«ense about the moral stories. There is nothing hero Our Library Sholvos : Salter’s First Steps in Philosophy-
which children will have to unlearn and painfully find out that it In Memoriam : Dr. E. Cobham Brower.
is not true. On the contrary, tho lessons which Dr. Smith teaches Morality on Stilts. .
in friendly and loving fashion, of kindness, truth, honesty, mutual Signs and Warnings (gleaned from the Religious Press)-
help, and of being rather than seeming, will grow with their Rationalism in the Magazines. ,
growth and strengthen with their strength. Every child who Also 4 pp. Supplement, containing Summary of Horbort SpenQer
reads the book should be the bettor for it, and their elders, too, will Data of Ethics.

bo none the worse. Dr. Smith aims frankly at happiness. Hit London : Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’'s-court, Fleet-street, E.C-
portrait, which appears as a frontispiece, might serve to illustrate

the connection between kindness and happiness which ho teaches
throughout the book. We should like to know that Steps to the PRICE THREEPENCE.
Temple of Happiness has a large sale. The sooner the religious

by- b | ly offered to child is displaced by book:
like this, the better for the coming generations. ~Frestninker 1 HE = SECULAR ~ ALMANACK

London : Swan Sonnensehoin & Co., Ltd., Paternoster Square. FOR 1897
Price Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free, EDITED by
THE GRAND OLD BOOK e ontnts arec it Last Words,

. Among the Contents are:—Hamlet’s Last Words, by 0.
Foote ; The Glory of Unbelief, by C. Watts; Hospitals N
A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN. Christian Origin, by J. M. Whoelor ; An Inspired Worn»0 ' h,
Negro Sermon ; Anecdotes of Frederick the Great; Job an'd .
BY by G. L. Mackenzie; Worship and Imagination, by W. Hew  (

G. W. EOOTE. and Information concerning Freothought Work and Organic»

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 8tonecutt«r-ptrecti
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. London, KO



