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COERCING GREECE.

Ix the Freethinker for February 28 | wrote an article on
“ The Crescent and the Cross in Crete,” in which | showed
the absurdity of the orthodox English notion that the
Mohammedans mixed up in what is called the Eastern
Question are incarnate devils, while the Christians are
sweet, innocent creatures, the helpless victims of cruel
tyrants and bloodthirsty fanatics. | showed by an appeal
to the highest authority—namely, that of Finlay the
historian, that during the Greek Revolution, seventy years
ago, the Christian Greeks were more fiendishly brutal than
the Mohammedan Turks. | also said that if the strife in
Crete were not stopped, the whole of the Mohammedan
population in the island would be massacred. This is an
aspect of the matter which does not trouble the clerical
gentlemen (mostly Nonconformists) who have dropped the
Armenian question only in order to make fresh capital out
of the more burning question of Crete. It is one, however,
that should not be lost sight of by Freethinkers, who know
that religious fanaticism is the samo evil thing, whatever
banner floats above its forces. Tuesday’s papers contained
the following item of news from Canea .(—

“The hospital here contains many Moslem women
and children from Sitia who have been mutilated by the
Christians. Some peculiarly horrible atrocities have
been committed by the insurgents, and massacres are

not uncommon. Of the 107 Turkish inhabitants of the
village of Cykia only one child, named Ahmed, has

escaped the slaughter.”

Wednesday’s papers confirmed this intelligence, and even
strengthened it. | take the following paragraph from the
Daily News:—

“ The massacre of Mussulmans at Sitia, which was at
first denied, has now been confirmed, and the Mussul-
mans demand the appointment of a Commission to in-
quire into the affair. The foreign Consuls at Candia have
established the truth of the report by moans of witnesses,
and the presentation of a list of 400 persons killed at
the villages of Daphne, Ahladia, Zivo, and Episcopi. At
Zivo 00 men, 62 women, and 41 children perished, besides
several victims who were not identified, their bodies, it
is alleged, having been burnt immediately after the
massacre. The number of those killed at the village of
Canioni is not known. Of the Turks who had taken
refuge at Candia nine were wounded, one being a child
of four, suffering from a sword-cut, and one a little girl,
who had her ears cut off. The others included several
women, who had received wounds from firearms and
other weapons.”

Now if these Christians had captured a Turkish
garrison, and put every man to the sword, one might have
said that, however regrettable, it was only a natural
outburst of vengeful feeling. But when helpless women
ftind poor little children aro murdered and mutilated, one’s
gorge rises against the vile assassins, and one is led to
doubt whether these Christians of Crete are really worth
all the trouble that is being taken on their behalf.

Not a word about these Christian outrages is said, or

be said, by English Nonconformists. They have their
°Wn game to play, and they are playing it with their
hsual hypocrisy. It would not disturb their sleop for a
s'ngle night if a million Mohammedans were slaughtered.
All their sympathy is reserved for their co-religionists.
£To me, as a Christian,” Sir Walter Phillimore said at the
kt. Martin's Hall indignation meeting—*“ To me, as a
Christian, the sufferings of Christians appeal more forcibly
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than the sufferings of non-Christians.” Yes, and the
wickedness of Christians strikes him less forcibly than the
wickedness of non-Christians.

At the close of my article—after expressing satisfaction
at the action of Greece, as forcing the hands of the Powers ;
and recording the opinion that the people of this country
would never tolerate the spectacle of England helping to
coerce Greece in the interests of Turkey—I wrote as
follows: “ At the same time, we should not go into
hysterics over ‘freedom, as though it sanctioned every
folly and crime. Greece has done a brave thing in going
to Crete, but she is calculating on the great Powers holding
Turkey in check. Now, if the Powers hold back Turkey,
they are justified in putting pressure upon Greece.”

| still hold to every word of that declaration. It seems
to me to sum up the common sense of the situation.
Those who want England to retire from the European
Concert, overlook the fact that Turkey is being held back
by the Powers. We cannot act with the Concert in one
thing, and refuse to act with it in another. We must
stay or withdraw. There is no middle course. If wo
stay, we must do the best we can in the circumstances.
If we withdraw, we do not necessarily break up the
Concert, and we deprive Greece of her one sure and
powerful friend. Every friend of Greece should wish
the concert to be maintained, with England in it, and
using her influence as far as possible in the interest of
freedom and justice as well as of peace.

Greece really owes her own independence as a kingdom
to the Powers. Where would she have been, seventy years
ago, but for the aid of Russia, France, and England 1
Where would she be now if the Powers observed absolute
neutrality, and let her fight it out with Turkey ? Greeco
has a little over two million people; Turkey has forty
millions. Does any man in his senses think that little
Greece could hold her own against two hundred thousand
of such troops as made the siege of Plevna one of the
great episodes in military history ?

“ Whatever else happens,” | wrote, “ it is most unlikely
that Crete will revert to Turkey. The island may bo
guaranteed its autonomy, but that will only be the first
step towards union with Greece.” Since then the Powers
have told the Sultan that he must clear out of Crete, that
the island must have autonomy, and that the settlement
must take place under the supervision of the Powers them-
selves.

What more can be expected at the present moment?
Greece has only to wait, and her ambition will be satisfied.
Meanwhile, she should come to terms with the Powers,
on their side, should do their best to soothe her

who,
susceptibilities.  Flying in the face of the Powers is
absurd. If they coerce Turkey, they have just the same

right to put pressure upon Greece.
It is said that the European Concert is a concert of

cowardice. Well, in one sense it is, and we ought to
be glad of the fact. The arts of destruction are now so
terrible that every government dreads war. This is a new
factor in human affairs. Great events never spring from
purely altruistic motives. There i3 self-love on both sides,
even in the Arbitration Treaty between England and the
United States. Let us be thankful for a good thing,
however mixed are the motives which contribute to its
existence. After all, the European Concert may be but
the beginning of the United States of Europe. Certainly it
is to some extent a guarantee of poace—the most vital
interest of civilization. G. W. FOOTE.
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HERBERT SPENCER’'S LAST VOLUME.*

The completion of A System of Synthetic Philosophy, in
ten volumes, is a great achievement. To not many philo-
sophers has it been given to so far fulfil their task as
Mr. Spencer has done. Of course, he sees heights beyond
him, and he tells us in his preface that he had in-
tended to have treated of Progress—Linguistic, Intellectual,
Moral, ~Esthetic. But, obviously, for an invalid of
seventy-six to deal adequately with topics so extensive
and complex is impossible. Mr. Spencer remarks that, in
looking back over the six-and-thirty years which have
passed since his work was commenced, he is surprised at
his audacity in undertaking it, and still more by its com-
pletion. He records the many discouragements which
attended its early years .—

“ How insane my project must have seemed to on-
lookers may be judged from the fact that before the
first chapter of the first volume was finished one of my
nervous breakdowns obliged me to desist. But im-
prudent courses do not always fail. Sometimes a
forlorn hope is justified by the event. Though, along
with other deterrents, many relapses, now lasting for
weeks, now for months, and once for years, often made
me despair of reaching the end, yet at length the end
is reached. Doubtless, in earlier days, some exultation
would have resulted; but, as age creeps on, feelings
weaken, and now my chief pleasure is in my emancipa-
tion. Still, there is satisfaction in the consciousness
that losses, and discouragements, and shattered health
have not prevented me from fulfilling the purpose of
my life.”

The concluding volume of The Principles of Sociology
is devoted to the evolution of Ecclesiastical, Professional,
and Industrial Institutions. The first-named, which
mainly concern us here, was originally published a dozen
years ago; the second appeared in the shape of review
articles; the third is new. In his “ Ecclesiastical Institu-
tions ” Mr. Spencer traces their development from the time
when the savage believer in dreams and ghosts sought to
please or propitiate the latter, who, in Mr. Spencer’s view, are
the earliest gods. From ancestor worship Mr. Spencer
derives the whole paraphernalia of religion. The only
distinction drawn between the medicine-man and the
priest is that, whereas the former seeks to frighten away
the spirits, the latter tries to cajole them. But, says Mr.
Spencer,

’

“ Though the one is adriver away of spirits rather
than a propitiator of them, while the other treats them
as friends rather than enemies, yet either occasionally
adopts the policy of the other. The priest sometimes
plays the part of exorcisor, and the medicine-man en-
deavorsto appease...... Among the Ostyaks the Shamans,
who are medicine-men, are also ‘ intermediators between
the people and their gods.” The business of a Gond
medicine-man is 1to exorcise evil spirits, to interpret the
wishes of the fetish, to compel rain, and soon” (p. G4).

Incidentally Mr. Spencer shows that “ the plasma of super-
stitions, amid which the religion of the Hebrews evolves,
was of the same nature with that found everywhere.”
Jahveh was originally but one God among the many—*“ a
local potentate,” like those who even now are called gods
by the Bedouins :—

“ Along with the limitations of Jahveh's authority in
range went limitations of it in degree. There was no
claim to omnipotence. Not forgetting the alleged
failure of his attempt personally to slay Moses, we may
pass on to the defeats of the Israelites when they fought
by his advice, as in two battles with the Benjaminites,
and as in the battle with the Philistines, when ‘ the ark
of God was taken’ (1 Samuel iv. 3-10). And then,
beyond this, there is the specific statement that, when
helping Judah, the Lord ‘could not drive out the
inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of
iron’ (Judges i. 19. That is, there were incapacities
equalling those attributed by other peoples to their

ods. Similarly with intellectual and moral nature,

ahveh receives information; he goes to see whether
reports are true; he repents of what he has done—all
implying anything but omniscience. Like Egyptian
and Assyrian Kings, he continually lauds himself ; and
while saying, ‘L will not give my glory to another’
(Isaiah xlviii. 11), he describes himself as jealous, as
revengeful, and as a merciless destroyer of enemies.
He sends a lying spirit to mislead a king, as Zeus does

* The Principles of Sociology, vol. iii. (Williams and Norgatc.)
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to Agamemnon (2 Chronicles xviii. 20-22). By his own
account he will deceive a prophet that he may prophesy
falsely, intending then to destroy him (Ezekiel xiv. 9);
he hardens men’s hearts that he may inflict evils on
them for what they then do; and, as when he prompts
David to number Israel, suggests a supposed sin that
he may afterwards punish those who have not com-
mitted it. He acts as did the Greek gods, from whom
bad impulses were supposed to come, and who were
similarly indiscriminate in their revenges ” (p. 30).

Writing on the “ Military Functions of Priests,” Mr.
Spencer says (§ 628):—

“ Among the many errors which result from carrying
back advanced ideas and sentiments to the interpreta-
tion of primitive institutions, few are greater than that
of associating priestly functions with actions classed as
high in kind, and dissociating them from brutal and
savage actions. Did not men’s prepossessions render
them impervious to evidence, even their Bible readings
might raise doubts; and wider readings would prove
that among mankind at large priests have displayed
and cultivated, not the higher, but rather the lower,
passions of humanity” (p. 107).

He points out that the ark of the Jews, regarded as the
dwelling of Jahveh, was taken out to war, and “ while king
and people were in some cases inclined to show clemency,
priests insisted upon clierem—merciless, indiscriminate
slaughter; and Samuel ‘cried unto the Lord all night’
because Saul, who had ‘utterly destroyed ' the Amalekites,
had not killed their king and all their cattle: reminding
us of the Fijian who, not having done his utmost in slay-
ing, worked himself into a ‘religious frenzy,’ calling out
continually, 1The God is angry with me'” (p. 109).

Samuel, the typical Hebrew priest, is pointed out as
judge and weather-doctor in one. In his concluding
chapters of this section Mr. Spencer indicates how the
priest tends to evolute from the medicine man to the moral
teacher.

In his “ Professional Institutions” Mr. Spencer traces
the evolution of the principal professions from the ideas
and customs attendant on savagery. The following pas-
sages in elucidation of the original connection between the
priest and the medicine-man are notable :(—

“In the minds of multitudinous living people there
exists the notion that epidemics are results of divine
displeasure ; and no less in the verdict, ‘ Died by the
visitation of Clod,’ than in the vague idea that recovery
from, or fatal issue of, a disease, is in part super-
naturally determined, do we see that the ancient theory
lingers. Moreover, there is a pre-determination to
preserve it. When, some years ago, it was proposed to
divide hospital patients into two groups, for one of
which prayers were offered, and for the other not, the
proposal was resented with indignation. There was a
resolution to maintain the faith in the curative effect of
prayer, whether it was or was not justified by the facts;
to which end it was felt desirable not to bring it face to
face with the facts” (p. 193).

“ Again, down to the present day epilepsy is regarded
by many as due to possession by a devil, and Roman
Catholics have a form of exorcism to bo gone through
by a priest to cure maladies thus supernaturally caused.
Belief in the demoniacal origin of some diseases is,
indeed, a belief necessarily accepted by consistent
members of the Christian Church, since it is the belief
taught to them in the New Testament—a belief, more-
over, which survives the so-called highest culture.
When, for example, we see a late Primo Minister, deeply
imbued with the university spirit, publicly defending
the story that certain expelled devils entered into
swine, we are clearly shown that the theory of the
demoniacal origin of some disorders is quite consistent
with the current creed” (p. 194).

The account of the evolution of industrial institutions is
at onco the newest and the most important portion of the
volume. Its study is not only desirable, but almost
indispensable to those who wish to be abreast of the pro-
blems of society at the present day. Mr. Spencer, as it is
well known, has no belief in governmental Socialism, but
he believes in co-operation, and he concludes the wholo
volume by repeating his belief “ expressed nearly fifty
years ago,” that “ the ultimate man will be one whoso
private requirements coincide with public ones. He win
be that manner of man who, in spontaneously fulfilling b®
own nature, incidentally performs the functions of a social
unit, and yet is only enabled so to fulfil his own nature by
all others doing the like.” | cannot conclude my hasty
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sketch of this concluding volume of The Principles of
sociology without recording my satisfaction that a work so
splendidly conceived should have been carried forward to
completion. J. M. Wheeler.

THE CHURCH PARTY IN POWER.

Eo facts stand out more prominently in the history of this
country than the opposition manifested by the Church of
mEngland to the legitimate rights and demands of the
People, and the direful effects that have, as a rule, followed
e attainment of increased power by the Church of Rome.
In fact, so far as their unjust treatment of the rightful
liberties of the masses is concerned, there is but little
difference, if any, between the two Churches. They have
each done their best, whenever they had the opportunity,
fo resist the advancement of political and social reform.
| rotestants are never slow to attack Roman Catholics, but
nothing would be more easy than to present a terrible
indictment against the English Establishment for its per-
sistent obstruction to the requirements of modern thought.

If the reader should doubt the accuracy of the allegation
W e made, it is only necessary for him to read the history
°f the struggles associated with such questions as educa-
tion, the extension of the franchise, and the laws affecting
labor. Towards each of these most important subjects the
Church of England has either evinced an utter indifference,
°r it has offered the most determined antagonism. For
centuries the working classes relied upon the clergy for
aid which they never gave. Ultimately the people
resolved to rely upon themselves, to fight their own
battles, and to secure, if possible, their own emancipation ;
and, so far as they have succeeded in their laudable object,
they are indebted to no Church, but to their own undaunted
efforts. J. R. Green, M.A., in his Short History of the
English People, says that the Protestants, as far back as
1025, “ turned religion into a systematic attack on English
liberty” (p. 489). And to-day is not our Parliament
composed of a large majority of members and friends of
tho Church of England ? By Lord Salisbury as Prime
Minister, and by his two sons, Lord Cranborno and Lord
Hugh Cecil, surrounded as they are by a host of “ blind
leaders of the blind,” everything is being done in favor of
theological demands, and in support of the Church and its
antiquated privileges. The Church party in Parliament
are evidently resolved to do their very best (or worst) to
obstruct every movement which has for its object the
establishment of equal rights among the general com-
munity.

This fact was made quite clear in tho proceedings which
took place last week in the House of Commons in reference
to the Burials Bill, which was rejected by a majority of
forty-four. As the North British Daily Mail pointed out,
the opposition to it was thoroughly oaganized by the
Church party, under tho leadership of that priestly young
person, Lord Cranborne. A whip was sent out by the
Ehurch Parliamentary Committee, of which his lordship is
the chairman, urging members of Parliament to vote against
tho Bill. What was this dreadful measure that they were
eo anxious to defeat? It was but a small assertion of
public rights. Tho object of the Bill was to prevent un-
seemly contention in connection with the provision of new
cemeteries, and with the burial of the dead both in church-
yards and cemeteries. But tho promoters of tho measure
committed tho unpardonable sin of proposing to interfere
mnith the privileges of the pampered Church regarding the
“ consecration ” of tho soil in which bodies are to undergo
the process of decomposition. The power of tho Church
to “ consecrate ” decay had to be defended. Though the
English Establishment thus claims to be tho Church of
the dead, there should surely be some regard for the
tights of the living. What the Bill proposed was, to give to
Eurial Boards and Parish Councils the legal right which the
sanitary authorities have of deciding whether burial places
should be wholly or partially “ consecrated ” or not, whether
any and what mortuary chapels should bo erected, and what
the burial fees and charges should be. It seems that, to
the sacerdotalists of the Salisbury family type, the Bill
teas nothing less than sacrilege. To them it was horrible
that sanitation should be considered in connection with
‘“consecration,” and that the “ priests” of the Church of
England should be debarred from exacting whatever fees
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they might choose to fix. Why should they agree to any-
thing that would give greater freedom to burial authorities,
or that would tend to prevent burial scandals 1 That was
too much to ask of them. They had their privileges to
defend—the privileges that make “ God’s Acre ” not God'’s,
but the clergy’s. So, of course, the Tory party mustered
to the defence, and the Anglican “ priests” defeated the
people, and once more proved the Church to be an enemy
to human freedom.

The same kind of wicked misuse of Church power is
being shown in the House of Commons in reference to the
Education Bill, which is one of the greatest frauds ever
attempted to be forced upon the nation. It is barefaced
pandering to the Church and its priests, at the sacrifice of
justice, and at the expense of those who do not believe in
those teachings to inculcate which the money ;8 asked.
Of course the Bill will pass, for it is being pushed through the
House of Commons with all the force the Tories and the
Church people can command. It is generally conceded
that the Bill will not be a settlement of the question;
and I, in common with the Liberals, shall hail with delight
any further legislative movement that will undo the mis-
chief which this child of the Tory and Church alliance will
be sure to cause. Mr. John Morley, in his speech at Oxford
on February 20, put forth the main objections to the Bill
in the following admirable manner :—

“You know there are six or seven what we may
term secondary objections that we take to what is
called the Voluntary Schools Bill. First, that a large
sum of public money, £615,000 or £620,000, is going to
be handed over to private managers, without any con-
trol by the parents or inhabitants of the place generally.
They are very particular, our Tory and Anglican friends,
as to the rights of the parent. They talk enormously
as to the rights of parents to give a child what religious
instruction he or they may desire. But as for giving
the parent any sort of right in the administration or
management of the school, they say they will rather
shut the doors than admit the parents to management.
Second, we say that there is no security that this large
sum of public money shall go to promote educational
efficiency. Third, we say that there is no relief hinted
at in those good parishes where the Nonconformist
child has to go to an Anglican school. Fourth, we say
that, though mainly subsisting upon public money,
there is no security against the imposition of religious
tests—a hateful word—yes, a hateful word—of religious
tests to any of the teaching staff. Fifth, our objection
is that these favors are to be reserved to what are
called necessitous schools, though we do not know in
the least from the Bill what a necessitous school means.
But I suppose, to put it in very plain English, it means
a school where tho want of liberality in subscriptions,
and where there has been bad and inefficient manage-
ment—that these schools are to have out of your
pockets and mine £620,000 a year, while the cheerful
giver to these Voluntary schools is sent empty away
from this grant. | wonder if you have realized where
more than one-sixth of this money is to go to. It is to
go to the county where | was born, the county of
Lancashire—£114,000 out of this £620,000 is to go to
Lancashire. Lancashire, with its untold wealth, is the
necessitous county. There is a sixth objection—there
is no definite security that the grant shall not lower the
level of subscriptions ; a most important point.”

As to Voluntary schools, Mr. Morley stated tho case
thus:—

“ Do you ever ask yourselves what is a Voluntary
school, and what is a voluntary subscription 1 The
Voluntary school is a school where the State pays, |
think it is twenty-eight shillings out of thirty-eight
shillings ; perhaps it is more. That is putting it most
favorably. Three and a half millions of public money
go to schools which call themselves Voluntary, and the
managers of which take groat credit to themselves for
their liberality in keeping these schools open. The
State, that is to say, does three-fourths, or seventy-five
per cent., or fifteen shillings out of a pound. On the
strength of this five shillings of his own money, as
against fifteen of other people’s money, the clerical
manager is to appoint the teacher, and to have the
creed of his own sect taught as the only religious teach-
ing in that school. 1 say, what is the philosophy of
voluntary subscriptions 1 | think it was very fairly
stated last year by the illustrious prelate now at the
head of the English Church, Dr. Temple. | beg your
attention to this short passage: ‘Our subscriptions
have not only convinced the country that we are in
downright earnest in the matter, but have saved the
country a considerable amount of money. Churchmen
often urge that they have to pay school rates like
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others, and school subscriptions besides, and ask why
they should bear this extra burden. The answer is that
it is the price of keeping the invaluable privilege of
appointing the teachers without any interference. In
no other way can they permanently keep it.” That is
a perfectly fair statement; but, if you listen to Lord
Cranborne and some of tho.se gentlemen in the House
of Commons, you will find that is all forgotten, and
they want to have the privilege without paying for it;
you and | ought to pay. It is perfectly clear Parlia-
ment is going to pass an Act which will call into
existence diocesan bodies. ‘Diocesan bodies’—I don't
like the sound of 1diocesan bodies’ ; [it is not a national
sound. They will be composed, I don't know on what
principles or by what methods, of clerical managers
and clerically-minded laymen; and to these ecclesiastical
and semi-ecclesiastical bodies you are going to hand
over the distribution of £615,000 of hard cash, collected
from all the taxpayers. That, | think, is the case, and
| say, if that is the case, it is unsound in principle, and
unworkable in application. There have been some
attempts, pretty audacious, to say that this is popular
control. Anybody who says that a diocesan body
represents popular control does not know what popular
control is. | understand that where popular control is
exerted, it means that the money is to be applied under
the supervision of the taxpayers who provide the
money; but that won’t come to pass here. The tax-
payers provide the money, and a body—I never speak
evil of dignitaries—a body of bishops, rural deans, arch-
deacons, and all the rest of the hierarchy, will be the
advisers.”

I have quoted from Mr. John Morley at some length
because he has given the objections to the Bill in a concise
form, and because, by reproducing them here, the readers
of the Freethinker will be able to refer to them easily. To
my mind, the principal objections to the Bill are these: It
is intended as a blow to our Board schools, which, although
they are not perfect, teach less theology than do what are
called Voluntary schools. The money to be given under
the Bill will be used by the Church to impart to children
an inferior education, which will be still more deteriorated
by enforcing upon children creeds and dogmas that must
prove injurious to their young minds. Finally, the Bill
will place education more than ever under the control
of the Church, an institution which has never proved itself
adequate for the task.

Cardinal Vaughan, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster, has spoken out very frankly upon the
Education Bill. He says that it is while the child is
young that it must be thoroughly instructed in the doctrines
of Christianity; that the Catholics will only accept the
financial advantages as an instalment towards voluntary
education; and, finally, that the Catholics are not satisfied
with Board schools, because they are incompetent to hand
down Christianity to the coming generation. Those were
the statements made by the Cardinal at Derby on February
23, and a more priestly pronouncement was never uttered.
We know that both Churches— Catholic and Protestant—
are anxious to catch the child before its mind is sulliciently
developed to enable it to detect the ecclesiastical beguile-
ments. But, as Secularists, we plead for the protection of
children from theological allurements, which are a curse to
the mental health of the rising generation. We can under-
stand the religious dissatisfaction with Board schools, for
the simple reason that priestly usurpation is not allowed.
Our duty is to war with all our energy against theology
and priestcraft of every Church, and to vindicate the true
principle of education, for that is the proper preparation
for our boys and girls before performing the secular duties
of this life; and it ought to include all the training that is
necessary for any other life, if one there be.

Chaiu.es W atts.

To my observation human nature has not sensibly
changed during the last thirty years. | doubt not that
there are truths as plainly obvious and as generally denied,
as those contained in “ Man’s Place in Nature,” now await-
ing enunciation. If there is a young man of the present
generation who has taken as much trouble as | did to assure
himself that they are truths, let him come out with them,
without troubling his head about the barking of the dogs
of St. Lrnulphus. Veritas pnevalebit—some day ; and,
even if she does not prevail in his time, he himself will be
all the better and the wiser for having tried to help her.
And let him recollect that such great reward is full pay-
ment for all his labor and pains.—Thomas Henry llrudey,
“ Collected Essays," vol. vii.
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THE BLESSED LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL.

Light isa good thing to have. It is what we are all seek-
ing—that is, all except those who love darkness rather than
light, which, by the way, comprehends the great majority
of Christians, who are so much attached to the creed that
they have no desire to know any truth that conflicts with
it.

Ajax prayed for light, and got it—so Homer tells us;
but then he was a heathen, and prayed to old Jove. The
Christian’s God never grants anything in answer to prayer.
But then the Christian never asks for light; he is content
with what he calls “ the blessed light of the gospel,” and
so he shuts his eyes to all light that comes from any other
source.

But what is this light of the gospel 1 Will it light men
in their search for truth 1 or is it like the heathen oracles
that were given in such ambiguous language that whoever
consulted them was likely to be lighted to destruction if he
acted upon the answers he received to his questions ?

Whoever has been in the habit of attending church or
prayer-meeting, or even who has had much acquaintance
with Christians, has often heard the blessed light of the
gospel extolled as the only sure and reliable guide to truth,
and, through that, to salvation.

If that is so, then why is it that the whole Christian
world does not believe alike 1 The Christian Church has
been split into a thousand sects, all guided by the light of
the gospel, and all denouncing each other as heretics, from
the rime of the quarrel between St. Paul and the rest of
the saints—the immediate disciples of Jesus at Jerusalem—
about the binding necessity of keeping the Jewish law,
down to this “ year of grace,” 1897, with its thousands of
differing sects, all following the light of the gospel, and all
going in different directions.

In the first century, immediately after Christ had taken
his flight up into the air, and before he had hardly warmed
his seat at the right hand of his father, the immediate
disciples who had constantly attended on his teaching, and
who knew better than anybody else exactly what his doc-
trines were—led by his brother John, and Peter, the man
he had expressly appointed chief and head of his church—
with myriads of Jews who had been converted to tho
religion of .lesus—all held that the gospel preached by
their master led only to a new sect of Jews, and that the
Gentiles had no partin it except by being circumcized, and
becoming Jews.

Saint Paul, an apostate Jew, and, like all apostates, a
bitter hater of the faith ho had left, went out among the
Gentiles, and preached an entirely different doctrine. Ho
denounced tho disciples, and established a new religion
antagonistic to the Jews.

It is worth noticing that tho disciples of Jesus never
called themselves Christians. That was a name that was
adopted by the followers of Paul at Antioch, from Christ—
not a name, but a title which was applied to all the
various saviors that had at different times appeared in the
world.

Paul, having a wider field, and greater ability than all
the disciples together, got the start of the Nazarenes, as the
followers of Jesus at Jerusalem were called, and built up ft
new religion. The consequence was that the new sect
entirely disappeared among the Jews in tho second genera-
tion. There is no trace of any Christians among them
from that time to this. Both of these parties, walking by
the light of the gospel, walked off in opposite directions”®
one into heathenism, and tho other back to Judaism.

The new Pauline, Gentile Christianity grew into a great
organization; but out of it sprung hundreds of heresies, so-
called sects that, guided by the light of the gospel, wandered
away from the dominant Church. They were suppressed
by votes in tho councils, by majorities obtained by fraud,
trickery, intimidation, and assassination, such as would di8
grace a political convention in our own time. And whou
the Church obtained political power, they were put down
by the iron hand of persecution. The light of the gospm
became a dangerous light to walk by, and frequently led to
the light of tho faggot and tho stake.

The great split of the Church into eastern and westerll
the Greek and the Roman, became permanent through the
conquests of the Turks, who stepped between the rri'll
factions and generously allowed both parties to follow tbc
light of the gospel in opposite directions.
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Then came Martin Luther holding up his torch, which
he called the light of the gospel. One-half of Europe lit
their torches by his light, and fell into the procession.

The two rival lights, the Roman Catholic and the
Protestant, marching in different directions, came in con
diet. For thirty years the war lasted, devastating the
fairest portion of Europe, and destroying one-half of its
inhabitants. The light of the gospel was applied im-
partially to the palace and the cottage; and a fire was
kindled that consumed growing crops as well as prosperous
cities. But now political considerations begun to have
weight in the quarrel, and France, a Roman Catholic
country, putting out her gospel-light and lighting that of
common sense, threw her weight into the scale of the
Protestants; and, both parties having become thoroughly
exhausted, a peace was made by which each party was to
retain its own gospel-light, and follow it wherever it led.
And now the Protestant Church, having won its inde-
pendence and established the right of private judgment—
in principle, not practically—immediately began to break
Up into hundreds of differing sects, each one walking by its
own gospel-light. If there had been any actual light, it
would have resembled the breaking-up of a torchlight pro-
cession, where everyone went his own way to his home.

The Roman Catholic Church, having been defeated in
the struggle with science, and finding the Bible altogether
unreliable, put out its gospel-light and relegated it to the
old lumber-yard of past things. It now walks by the light
of an infallible Church, and repudiates the gospel, which
is a very wise thing to do; because it enables the Church
to escape the antagonism of science, and to pronounce its in-
fallible judgment in favor of facts that science has discovered
find proved beyond all dispute. Its infallibility is an elastic
quality that enables it to change old lies into now truths
whenever it becomes necessary for its own reputation,
though its infallible judgment of to-day contradicts its in-
fallible judgment of yesterday.

It is a weakness of the Protestant Church that it started
with the establishment of the infallibility of the Bible;
but, in fact, it could do nothing else. It could not oppose
the old faith unless it appealed to some authority more in-
fallible than the Church, and so it tied itself to an infallible
Bible that bound it fast for all time, though the book
should bo proved false a thousand times. For that reason
the light of the gospel may be called “ The light of other
days or, more properly, “ The light that never was on
land or sea.” It leads us nowhero but into the dim past-
back to the days of barbarism, when man knew nothing of
the truths that modern research and discovery have brought
to light.

Thoso who talk the most about tho light of tho gospel
wo the ones who never road it; or, if they do, they shut
off their thinking apparatus while they read. They are
like the little steamboat that ran on the Illinois river that
Lincoln told about. It had a five-foot boiler and a seven-
foot whistle, and when they let on tho whistle tho boat
stopped running.

When the preachers grow eloquent talking about tho
blessed light of tho gospel, you may bo suro that their
brains havo stopped running.

We havo seen that tho gospol-light is likely to lead its
votaries astray in matters of opinion ; but it is worse than
that. It throws a false light upon the path of morality.
Tho man who can believe that all his rascality has been
forgiven, because somebody else has been punished for it, is
a fit candidate for tho penitentiary; but the gospel sheds
its baleful light further than this: it lights the rascal to
keop on sinning with tho assurance that he can at any
timo wipo out tho wholo scoro with the merits of Jesus,
and bo received into heaven with all the more honor in
proportion to tho enormity of his crimes. *“ The greater
tho sinner, tho greater tho saint,” is proverbial, and has the
sanction of tho gospel.

'"Tho light of tho gospel is an ignusfaluus, a will-o’-thc-wisp,
a phosphorescence exhaled from tho damps and fogs of adead
and rotten past. In the words of the poet Cowper :—

'Tie like the light that putrefaction breeds
In fly-blown flesh, whoreon tho maggot feeds.

It shines by night, but, ushered into day,
Tho stench remains, tho lustro dies away.

®—Independent Pulpit. J. P. Richardson.

There is one road to peace, and that is truth.—Shelley.
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CHRISTIAN ORIGINS.

The third volume of Mr. F. J. Gould’s Concise History oj
Religion (published by Watts and Co., for the Rationalist
Press Committee) deals with “ Christian Origins,” and
gives an account of Jewish and Christian literature to the
end of the second century. It is admirably written, and
will occupy a distinct place of its own. Mr. Gould has
mastered the results of what is sometimes called the Higher
Criticism, and takes his own course without a slavish sub-
mission to “ authorities.” “ If | have differed from Light-
foot and Salmon on the one side,” he says, “ 1 have
dissented from Davidson and Hausrath and the author of
‘ Supernatural Religion ' on the other.” It is also a merit
of Mr. Gould’s that he regards religion as a part of sociology,
and his “ story of the Church connects itself intimately with
the life of the world at large.” His “ literary courtesy,”
to use his own expression, is never at fault; but, after all,
there is such a thing as the partiality of impartiality. Bene-
volence is a sweet virtue; in criticism, however, it is liable
to be practised at the expense of truth. It appears to us
that Mr. Gould does not recognize—perhaps he shrinks
from recognizing—the large part which sheer imposture has
played in the production of religious literature. Those who
were imposed upon were simply credulous, but those who
operated the imposition must have been conscious of false-
hood, whether their motive was the edification of tho faith-
ful or the promotion of the welfare of a body with which
their interests were associated.

Mr. Gould opens with a spirited account of the disorders,
the siege, and the fall of Jerusalem. In this he is guided
by a sound instinct. But he does not, in our opinion,
grasp the full significance of this event. The fall of
Jerusalem, its practical obliteration from the map of the
world, was the making of Christianity. First, it destroyed
the possibility of any critical sifting of the Gospel story ;
secondly, it abolished the dominant Judaic centre of the
new faith, and compelled it to become cosmopolitan. From
that moment Christianity had but one career open to it—
the career of universality. Now tho national religions had
been broken up under the Roman Empire; a new religion,
unhampered by national limitations, was bound to grow
up; and circumstances gave the favorable opportunity to
the religion which was founded by Jesus and Paul. The
subsequent history of Christianity is but the history of its
adjustment to tho conditions of success. When wo say
that it Paganised itself, we only say that it pursued tho line
of least resistance towards a final Catholicism.

A good account is given of the first appearance of “ the
New People.” Mr. Gould points out that, however the
name of Christians originated, the use of it received an
impotus from tho confusion of Christos, the anointed one,
with Chrestos, a common term signifying “ good, excellent,
gracious.” Even tho divine mother of Egyptian
mythology was called “ Isis Chreste.” On the wholo, Mr.
Gould believes that tho name of Christians has no necessary
connection with “tho Jesus of tho Christian history.” It is
all tho moro wonderful, therefore, to find him citing the
Suetonius passage in the life of Claudius as referring to
Jesus Christ.

Wo may hero introduce Mr. Gould’'s treatment of
Christian forgeries. He dismisses the famous Josephus
passage without a word of reprobation. After quoting the
no less famous Tacitus passage, he says, “ Tho genuineness
of this passago has been doubted,” and this only in a foot-
noto. But the whole Neronic persecution of the Christians
hangs upon this passago, and the question of its authenticity
ought to bo settled. Tho Pliny passago is treated as
genuine, or else as a very “ temperate forgery.” But docs
not its historic value depend entirely upon its genuineness 1
It is no use to evade these problems. Take again the cele-
brated Vienne letter, giving an account of the sufferings of
the Christians in Gaul. Mr. Gould says it is difficult to
sift tho probable from the legendary elements of this
narrative; yet ho adds that “ we must be content to accept
it, if not as historical, yet as a graphic token of the terror
which the scattered groups of Christians sometimes
experienced amid hostile pagan populations." But why
“must” wo accept the narrative in this way? George
Long, the historian, argues that tho Vienne lottcr should be
accepted or rejected as it stands; to pick and choose from
it is not criticism, but personal preference. Gibbon long
ago demonstrated the absurdity of the history of Christian
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persecutions before the accession of Constantine; and when
imagination, innocent or guilty, plays so large a part in
such literature, it cannot reasonably be appealed to in the
absence of corroborative evidence.

Mr. Gould will pardon us for saying that his sections on
Seneca, Marcus Aurelius, and Epictetus, being very good
within their limits, serve to emphasize the unimportance of
the greater part of the religion whose origins he is tracing.
When a religion dies, it dies absolutely. When a philoso-
phy dies, it dies but partially, for the good it contains can be
lifted without injury from its surroundings and incorporated
into another system. The fine things of Seneca, of Marcus
Aurelius, of Epictetus, are fine always. They appeal to
reason and to natural sanctions; whereas the best things
ascribed to Jesus make no appeal to reason, and invariably
appeal to supernatural sanctions. “ Blessed are the
merciful ” is good ; but its value is destroyed by the addi
tion, “ for they shall obtain mercy.” This turns morality
into huckstering, and removes it from sense to theology.

We have nothing but praise for the account which Mr.
Gould gives of the origin of the four Gospels. His account
of the Epistles, the Acts of the Apostles, the Revelation,
and of the writings of the early Fathers, is interesting and
instructive. We should like to see it in the hands of a host
of general readers.

The lengthy section on Jesus is a good bit of workman-
ship. Mr. Gould takes more of the Gospels as historical
than we do, but on a problem so obscure only a fool would
dogmatize. The clearly legendary and mythical elements
of the Gospel story are adequately paralleled from Jewish
and Pagan sources. “ The very obscurity of Jesus,” says
Mr. Gould, “ and the very ignorance of his followers, made
all the more possible the growth of myth around his
memory.” This is acute and true.

We have not time and space to do Mr. Gould's work
justice. We cannot close, however, without paying a final
tribute to his research, his judgment, his good temper, and
his literary power. His book should have a wide circle of
readers. No other single volume, that we know of, gives
so valuable a history of Christian Origins.

G. W. F.

THE PREACHERS OF DAMNATION.

Cast-off garments go not only to the poor of our own
country, but are often exported abroad to clothe, and bring
diseases upon, the heathen. In a similar way, doctrines
which are being discarded by civilized Christians are taken
by the missionaries abroad. At home Satan is rarely
mentioned, and hell is quite refrigerated. But these yarns are
found to work with the heathen, who are threatened with
vengeance if they reject the blessed Gospel. Now, as a
matter of fact, the mass of them do reject it. Whether
among Moslems, Hindus, or Confucians, Christian success is
infinitesimal,failure all but universal. Markthe consequence,
on the missionaries’ own showing. If they had never heard
the Gospel, they could not reject it. Their future destiny
might be left in mystery, or they might be saved by doing
their best according to the light of nature. But, on the
missionary view, the case of a man, to whom the Gospel has
been once preached, and who has nevertheless rejected it, is
wholly different. Salvation has been offered to him, but he
has spurned the Savior. No obscurity rests any longer
upon his doom. The worm that dieth not, the fire that
never shall be quenched, are his portion for ever and ever,
Amen.

Now, | ask how any humane man can assume the frightful
responsibility of preaching to the heathen? For he thus
becomes not only a preacher, but a bringer of damnation ;
and the more zealous he is the worse, for it is certain that
for everyone who accepts his gospel there are a thousand
who reject it, and whom he thus sends to eternal fire.

Recollect that, if all the torments, mental and bodily,
under which the whole creation has groaned and travailed
in pain together from the beginning until now, were con-
densed into one frightful mass, the mass would be a speck,
an indivisible atom, when compared with the sufferings of
one single immortal soul protracted through eternity. Has
any tyrant, a recognized scourge of the human race, brought
down such storms of misery on his species as must then be
ascribed to the active missionary who has failedi And
they have all failed—failed a thousand times over for once
they have been successful. What unfathomable misery,
then, must have been brought about by the preachers of
the Gospel, who, on their own showing, must be considered
bringers, not of redemption, but of damnation.

Babbalanja.
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ACID DROPS.

Me. Herbert Spencer politely declines the offer of the
Senate of Cambridge University to confer upon him the
honorary degree of Doctor of Science. Complimentary titles
cannot add lustre to the name of “ our great philosopher,
as Darwin called him.

Mr. Gladstone’s reply to the Pope on the validity of
Anglican orders will be published before Easter in a new
volume of his “ Gleanings.” It is a pity that the G. 0. M
has nothing better to do at his time of life than to discuss
such nonsense. The people at large are losing all interest
in these matters, and don’t care twopence whether the Holy
Ghost belongs to the Church of England or to the Church
of Rome. The Holy Ghost doesn't feed empty bellies,
clothe naked backs, or shelter homeless heads.

At a meeting of the Aston School Board, in considering
the offer of Mr. It. Cadbury to give Bibles as prizes, the Rev.
A. L. Chattaway, the Roman Catholic representative, said
that he was utterly opposed to putting into the hands of
children under the age of thirteen or fourteen years an open
Bible for indiscriminate reading. “ It was not a fit and
proper thing that a book even like the Holy Scriptures
should be read by the children from the first chapter to the
last. Personally, he was also opposed to any speeches being
made when the Bibles were given to the children, though at
no time had he opposed Mr. Cadbury’s gift. Every member
of the Board who was a father of a family would, he was
sure, agree that the Bible on every page of it was not fit for
the children of the Board schools to read at his or her own
sweet will.” Yet even Mr. Chattaway holds that the book
which is unfit for children to read is, nevertheless, divine.

The New York Sun for Monday, February 22, gave nearly
all its back page to “Sermons on the Inspiration of
Scripture ” preached the day before. Some of the sermons
were about Jonah, one was on Balaam's Ass, and the Sun
headlines are unspeakably funny. “ Perhaps a Shark
Swallowed .Jonah,” “ Balaam’s Ass did not Talk.” Fancy
such headlines in a big London daily. It would cause a
revolution. _

The Woman’'s Bible was reviewed in the Freethinker a
considerable time ago. It is now being noticed by other
journals. Considerable space was devoted to it in last
week’s Sun. It was also reviewed in Tuesday’s Westminster
Gazette. The last journal is rather shocked at the out-
spokenness of the Liberal women in America, who are
placing the Bible in its true light before their sisters of the
English-speaking world. *“ It is certainly not clever,” the
Westminster says, “ and many people will think it comes
perilously near being blasphemous.” We hope our con-
temporary will recover.

Priests will do anything for money that public opinion
permits, and in Ireland it permits nearly anything. The
Revs. W. P. Kearney and P. Gilseman announce a sweep-
stake on the Liverpool Grand National Race for the benent
of the building fund of a new church at Junnegad. The
first prize in this ecclesiastical sweepstake is to be £10, the
second £5, and the third £2. The drawing is to take place
in the New Schools, Kinnegad, “in the presence of a
respectable committee,” and, in order to stiu-ulato the sale
of tickets, the agent who sells the ticket for the winner will
receive £1. After this it should be in order for priests to
give sporting tips for the benefit of the church. Many good
Irish Catholics would believe the tips had divine sanction,
until undeceived by losing their cash.

In an article on “ Pagan lIreland,” in the current West-
minster Review, Mr. J. W. Brestin points out that at the
present day, to the Irish peasant, the fairies, “ wise women,”
enchanted hills and wells, charms and spells, are “ the most
potent influences of life." Catholicism does not stamp out
Paganism. The belief in “ cures” is a widespread super-
stition, mingled with the usages of the Church. The “ wise
woman” works her cure with prayer and the sign of the
Cross, and the most grossly superstitious are invariably the
most fervent in their religious observances. St. Patrick is
believed to have broken the spell of black magic, “ though
it is still possible to sell yourself to the Devil, and secure by
his aid the benefit of your neighbor's goods. The Devil,
however, has not the sharpest of wits, and is easily cheated
of his bargain.”

One of the worst features of Irish superstition is the
belief of the peasant in the sanctity of the priest. His
“riverence” is invested with attributes bordering on the
supernatural. The peasant sinks on his knees as he passes.
A house is supposed to be sanctified by his entrance. *“ His
curse_is feared, and numberless are the tales of luckless
individuals who drew it down upon them. In every illness,
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®ven the most petty, his services are required ; and to have
him read an office is considered more effectual than the best
of medical skill. What can the doctor do if the prayers of
the priest are of no avail 7 Readers of this article will
think that one of the prime necessities for Ireland is a
Propaganda of Freethought.

The Prince of Wales regrets his inability to accede to the
request of Mr. Gogay, the Guardian of St. Savior's Union,
that his Royal Highness would advise that pregnant women
In prisons and Poor Law establishments should be put to
do needlework instead of picking oakum. It is agreat pity,
though, that someone cannot interfere. Brutality to a
Pregnant woman is doubly disgraceful. Her offspring, at
my rate, might be given a chance. It is such matters as
this in which the voice of women ought to be heard. The
average man is of too coarse a fibre to allow for the
delicacies of maternity beyond the limits of his own home.

The unfortunate inmates of the Female Convict Prison at
Aylesbury have reason to rejoice. A nice chapel for them
"as just been consecrated by the Bishop of Reading. They
can now sit in comfort while a well-paid man of God
Preaches at them about sin and the wrath to come.

“ We are of opinion that more care should have been taken
f? find out the condition of the heart before the administra-
tion of the anaesthetic.” So said the coroner’s jury that

.sat” on the body of a poor little fellow called Isaacs, aged

who was to have been operated on in Guy’s Hospital.
He died from cardiac failure before the operation was per-
formed, having been “sent off” by a mixture of alcohol,
chloroform, and ether. Had it been a private operation on
* rich patient, there would have been no lack of precautions.
We commend this typical case to the attention of those who
are so eager to see the hospitals endowed under their
exiséing management by means of the Prince of Wales's
Fund.

The following resolution has been passed by the committee
°f the Humanitarian League: “ That this committee is of
Opinion that the institution of the Prince of Wales's Hospital
Fund for London is likely to cause more harm than good
to the general community, if itis used as a means of postpon-
ing the much-needed public or municipal control of London
nospitals, and unless adequate guarantees are given that the
sums subscribed to the Fund shall be administered wholly
for humane purposes, and not for what is called ‘the
advancement of medical science’ by experimentation on
r>en or animals.”

Ingersoll says in the New York Journal: “ The Halls and
Buckleys, the Eatons and Abbotts, and all who have been
‘called ' to preach the Gospel, should throw all the miracles
away. They ought to know that this is a natural world—
that the endless chain of cause and effect has never been
Broken. They ought to know that all the miracles are the
children of ignorance, cunning, and mendacity. These
Uiinisters ought to know that there are many interpolations
«n the New Testament. When they find a passage inconsis-
tent with the character of Christ they ought to denounce it
as a mistake, an interpolation. If Christ said that he came
to bring a sword, and not peace, he was malicious. If he
offered a reward to men who would desert their wives and
children, he was infamous. If he pretended to cast out
devils, he was an impostor or insane.”

Wo are not so sure that these passages are interpolations.
The Gospel of Mark evidently preserves the oldest records,
and here Jesus is a mere caster-out of demons and a miracle
Worker. As “ Abracadabra” has lately shown, the beautiful
hayings ascribed to him were a later compilation, taken from
many sources.

Some zealot for God's glory started a lie a long time ago,
em«presenting that Miss Maud ingersoll had joined the Presby-
terian church, as a protest against her father’'s godlessness.
It has been denied time and time again, but the original lie is
foot-loose, and will go on for ever. Rev. W. W. Landrum, of
Atlanta, Ga., lately repeated the falsehood in his Baptist
Pulpit, but, unlike the generality of his craft, he retracted
Bis statement on receipt of Miss Maud'’s letter, from which

make the following extract: “ Neither my sister nor
myself has ever been associated with any church, although
°ur father (Colonel Ingersoll) has always wished us to study
aid think for ourselves. We agree with him most heartily
m his religious belief, and think he is doing the greatest
Possible good.”

Over three millions of persons in India are in receipt of
Public relief. If left to the tender mercies of their Almighty
lather, they would completely starve.

~The plague in Bombay has led to a revival of religion.
Hindus, Moslems, Jews, Parsees, Catholics, and Protestants
*re all said to be more regular at worship and more fervent
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in prayers and supplications for mercy. God's chance
comes when people are miserable. In their happiness they
forget him. That is the understood theological explanation
of misery. God permits the Devil to afflict us in order to
bring usdown on our marrow bones.

The Sunday Reader gives a picture of a monster Moslem
prayer-meeting near Bombay, where between forty and fifty
thousand of the faithful prostrated themselvesin unison and
struck their heads upon the ground, imploring Allah to take
away the plague. The scene forcibly reminds one of how
much all religion is founded on terror, and a mere remnant
of devil-worship.

The Sunday Reader extols this as a striking example to
Christians.  We should say it is a warning to sensible
people. While people believe in prayer and prostration
they will never attend to sanitation. Why should they 1
If prayer will avert disease, why look to other remedies 1
The theory of religion is a premium on ignorance and in-
attention to secular duties. _

A man was found by the police a few days ago at 14
Sherman-street, Chicago, on his knees engaged in prayer.
He had spent several hours in that attitude teasing God for
employment. The poor fellow had been idle for nearly a
year, and when all other hope failed he made a personal
but ineffectual appeal to the higher powers. He was

robably ignorant of the fact that the Creator of worlds

as no jobs to let. The preachers had taught him falsely.

A Boston dispatch says : “ Harry Harvey, a watchman at
Squires’ pork-packing establishment, went insane on religion
to-day, and three policemen were roughly handled before
they overpowered him. Harvey lived with his wife on
Prospect-street, Cambridge, and their domestic life has till
to-day been happy. He has been a constant attendant at
Evangelist Moody’s services at Tremont Temple, and so
enthusiastic did ho become that he gave evidence of violence
to-day. A physician at once ordered that he be removed to
a padded cell, lest he should Kill his wife and some of the
neighbors ; and it required the combined strength of five
men to overpower him and place him in a patrol waggon.”

G. R. Rash, of Wayne, Nebraska got his mind unhinged
at a revival meeting, and went home and killed his wife and
three children. He has been arrested, and talks freely of
his crime. He says: “ | went from the church the night of
the murder with the minister’'s farming-stone in my hand
[a large soapstone]. A vision said that must be the instru-
ment of my family’s execution. My wife met me at the
door. | told her she must die. She said she was not ready
to die yet; but | told her that God had ordered that her
time had come. Then | hit her with the stone, and it broke
in two pieces, falling on the floor. My children were in bed,
but my little boy and girl awakened, and the boy came
running out and called upon me not to hurt his mother.
Having killed my wife, | then killed the children, using the
stono with which | had killed my wife.”

President McKinley took his oath to “ preserve, protect,
and defend ” the constitution of the United States on a Bible
specially presented for the occasion by the African Methodist
(Negro) Episcopal Church. 1t would have been just as effica-
cious if he had taken it on a copy of ingersoll's Mistakes of
Moses. Probably the Negro Church and President McKinley
both overlooked the fact that God Almighty, in his New
Testament, which we suppose is more up to date than his
Old Testament, says “ Swear not at all.”

The Pope has instructed Monsignor Martinelli, at Wash-
ington, to present his congratulations to President McKinley.
The Pope wants to stand well with Uncle Sam’s new Presi-
dent. Of course. That goes without saying.

Here is another pretty illustration of the way in which
“ conversion" stories get afloat, and how empty they aro
found on examination. There is a Baptist minister at
Watford, the Rev. James Stuart, who, in a sermon preached
on February 28, told a remarkable yarn on the authority of
the Rev. Dr. Maclaren, of Manchester. It was to tho effect
that a member of a certain congregation grew sceptical,
whereupon his minister preached a series of special sermons
on the Foundations of Christianity. Soon afterwards the
man presented himself for church membership. The minister
a-ked him which of the sermons it was that converted him.
“ Not any,” was the renly ; “ an old lady slipped down the
church steps, and as | helped her up she sail! : ‘ Oh, thank
you ! | do hope you love my Savior.” And then | was not
satisfied till | did.” _

Dr. Maclaren was written to by a gentleman anxious for
first-hand information, and asked to answer the following
questions: What was the name of the converted sceptic ?
the name of the minister? the name of the old lady? the
name of the church t the date of the occurrencel Dr.
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Maclaren replied that he had no recollection of the incident,
and had sent on the inquirer’s letter to Mr. Stuart. Three
days later the famous Manchester preacher wrote as
follows : “1 am not aware of any obligation on me to
answer your catechism, which sounds as if you wished to
insinuate a doubt of my veracity. But, not to be dis-
courteous, | inform you that Mr. Stuart has kindly referred
me to my printed sermon, from which he took the incident.
On referring to the sermon, | find that the incident is
introduced thus: ‘|1 was reading the other day a story in
some newspaper or other about, etc., etc.’” So all the
foundation for this well-circulated story is “some news-
paper or other” ! Accuracy, thy name is Christian !

The member who represents the Rev. W. Jones Price, of
Plaistow, in the House of Commons must be careful.
Writing to the Chronicle, the reverend gentleman says : “ |
have given our M.P. a free hand until to-day.” That free
hand is now withdrawn, and the poor M.P. is ordered to
vote the right way on the Cretan question—the right way,
of course, being the way of the Rev. W. Jones Price.

Canon Gore preached a Lenten sermon in Westminster
Abbey on Sunday afternoon. He strongly recommended
fasting as a spiritual exercise. Well, it might be for some
of the paunchy persons we have seen waddling to church on
Sunday. There are a multitude of people, however, to whom
fasting is no rarity. Canon Gore forgot to add that these
habitual fasters should receive the superflux of their more
fortunate “ brethren.”

A man’s Christianity, said Canon Gore, is measured by
his capacity for enduring grief and pain. With a view to
enlarging this capacity, he advised his hearers to give up
(say) smoking for a few weeks. But why give up smoking ?
Surely that is a partial training for life in the portion of the
after-world for which most men are booked.

While the population of Glasgow increased 34 per cent,
between 1876 and 1896, the increase of church attendance
at the leading Presbyterian churches has only been 14 per
cent.

“ The Bishopric of Antigua is going begging,” says the
Pall Mall Gazette. Nobody wants it. Of course there are
souls to be saved. but that is a spiritual consideration, and
it is outweighed by worldly conditions which are not exactly
alluring.

Canon Trench, the new vicar of Kendale, has had to
reprove his congregation for financial backsliding. Out of
557 coins received in a recent Sunday collection, no less
than 481 were pence or halfpence, the rest being threepenny-
bits, with the exception of just a few shillings, contributed
(Modern Society says) by the millionaires of the congregation.

The Washington newsboys, having been harried by the
local clergy for crying Sunday papers, have petitioned
Congress to take the men of God in hand and enact regula-
tions for them. One of their proposals is that no minister
shall be allowed to kiss his wife on Sunday, nor any other
man’s wife any other day in the week. Another is, that
ministers shall sell all they have and give to the poor.
Washington newsboys are really too facetious. Where do
they expect to go when they die 1

The establishment of French power in Madagascar has, it
appears, led to an unscrupulous persecution of the Protes-
tants. A letter from an English missionary says : “ In
several instances our Protestant churches have been seized
and mass performed in them; the schools have in many
cases been handed over to the priests ; the congregations
have been browbeaten, threatened, and frightened into
becoming, nominally, Roman Catholics. In very many
cases they have been told by people in authority that if
they continue Protestants they will be accounted as rebels.”
The natives have an exhibition of how these Christians love
one another.

The New York men of God are much disturbed by a
Mormon revival, carried on by Elder Brigham Roberts, who
keeps in the background the good old Bible doctrine of
polygamy—which, the orthodox Christians point out, the
Mormons have not abandoned in theory, although they have
discarded the practice in obedience to the law.

Elder Roberts says he has come from despised Utah to
warn the people of New York that Christ would come
again ; that he would soon reappear upon earth ; to repent
and be ready for his coming. He wanted those before him
to bear witness that he had delivered, in fulfilment of his
appointment, this message to them.

The orthodox are raging, too, against Lyman Abbott's
treatment of Jonah. The Baptist, Rev. Isaac Haldemao,
after showing that Jesus endorsed Jonah, declared: “ The
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preacher who believes in the miracle of the resurrection and
the miracle of the incarnation, and denies the miracle of
Jonah, is inconsistent, and has lost his vocation, is guilty oi
treason to the Church, is a Judas, and, if he does not commit
suicide or die, should be cast out.”

James B. Inks was jerked to Jesus last month at Oregon,
Holt Co., Missouri. He walked to the gallows with a firm
step : “ Gentlemen, | am going straight to heaven I Then
the drop fell, and his neck was broken by the fall. He must
have been a good Christian man, or he would not have
believed that there is a heaven. He murdered John Patter-
son, shooting him down on the street without a word of
warning, on account of a fancied insult. “ Salvation is free
to all,” from the orthodox standpoint. So James will get
there.

“ David Starr Jordan, president of Stanford University,
in a sermon says religious revivals are a species of drunken-
ness, no more worthy of respect than the drunkenness of
the gutters.” He might have said it was a species of
insanity.

The American Baptist Union, finding its affairs confronted
with a debt of §370,000, was compelled to cut down the mis-
sionary appropriation one-half. The Rev. Edward Chester,
of Dindigul, writes : “ The whole thing has made me sick.
I have closed my boys’ school, the funds being barely enough
to support the girls’ school.” This is true clerical instinct.
Let the boys go to the Devil if you can only hang on to the
girls.

According to La Croix, of Paris, the number of Jesuit
Fathers in England is given as 984, and of students and
novices as 950. These are far more numerous in France,
and still more so in Germany and the United States. A
band of disciplined Freethinkers would upset all their
machinations.

The commission appointed at the Trent anti-Masonic
Congress last Michaelmas to inquire into the real existence
of Diana Vaughan, who is alleged to have seen the Devil in
a Palladist Lodge in Charleston in 1889 in the shape of a
handsome young man, has decided that there is no evidence
of her existence, though that of the Devil is unquestioned.
As the commission was a private one, the votaries of Diana
Vaughan, among whom are Mgr. Fava, Bishop of Grenoble,
and the Venerable Canon Mustal, refused to accept its
verdict. The historic congregation of the Holy Roman
Inquisition has now been charged with investigating this
extraordinary controversy. The members of this council
are Cardinal Parocchi, Secretary, with Cardinals Vannutelli,
Satolli, Massella, Vergo, Mertel, Granniello, Rampolla,
Mazella, and Ledochowski, with thirty learned Monsignori
and Doctors of Divinity as consultors.

It is now announced that Miss Diana Vaughan will
positively appear in Paris sometime during April. Probably
on the first of the month.

The late Catholic Congress at Lyons was decidedly anti-
Semitic. “ Vive le Christ ” and “a has les Juifs” were its
two cries. Christianity and sectarian hatred go together
wherever there is an attempted revival of Catholicism.

Mangasar Mangasarian, an Armenian, is an exponent of
“ Ethical Culture” in New York. This is how he explains
the Bacchic miracle: “ When, at the marriage at Cana,
Jesus is declared to have turned water into wine, He did
not really turn water into wine. But the people at that
feast had partaken of so much wine that they were in-
capable of independent action of their wills. They were
subject to hypnotic suggestion, and when Jesus offered
them water to drink, and told them that He had changed
the water to wine, they thought they were drinkiDg wine.”
This “ rationalizing” of all old legends is almost as irrational
as orthodoxy, which at least preserves the earlier belief.

The Chamber of Representatives in the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg have decided to put up the crucifix in courts of
justice. It was pleaded for as a corrective to perjury.

The New York Catholic Review says the Church allows
Jews and their worship to be “ tolerated.” But it continues :
“ 1t would never allow .Tows to be a controlling power in »
Christian State. As long as the Church was obeyed the
Jews were powerless.” Well, we know how it treated Jews
in the days of its power. In its decline it attributes its
evils either to the Jews or the Freemasons.

The proof that you believe what you declare
Is that you still stand firm, though throngs pass by
Rather cry truth a lifetime to void air
Than Hatter listening millions with one lie.
—Edgar Fawcett.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

~Sunday, March 14, Athensoum, Victoria-street, Derby : at 11,
The Crescent and the Cross in Crete”; at 3, “ The Use and the
Abuse of the Bible”; at 7, “ The Doom of the Gods.”

Tuesday and Wednesday, March 16 and 17, St. James’s Hall,
Cumberland-street, Bristol; public debate with the Rev. W. T.
Lee on “ Christianity or Secularism : which is the Better System ?”

March 21, Athenicum Hall, London ; 28, Huddersfield.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mb. Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.— March 14,
Athenicum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, London ; 21 and 28,
Camberwell. April 4, Sheffield ; 10,11 and 12, Stanley, Durham.
All communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a
reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be
enclosed) at 81 Eflra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

A. B.—Your verse was inserted a fortnight ago.

Jordan, a Spiritualist, but a regular reader of the Freethinker,
desires to correct a mistake in one of our “ Acid Drops ” in the
issue for February 21, where Victor Wylde is confused with
another person named Thomas Wild. Mr. Victor Wylde has
nothing to do with the matters referred to in that paragraph.

H. Jones.—Your letter is well written, but as no one writes
ayainst the Presidency it seems a waste of space to print further
correspondence on the subject.

Chilueric informs us that Dr. Sayce and Miss McLure have put
in some unwarranted notes to Maspero's Conflict of the Ages,
which were not mentioned in the Athenmim when it exposed the
toning down of his heterodoxy.

C. D. Camp.—Mr. Wheeler does not regard the question of the
authenticity of the whole Annals of Tacitus as settled, though
he regards the particular passage about the Christians with
suspicion. One cannot always say, when quoting the first
gospel, “ if Matthew indeed wrote the book.” Whoever wrote
the Annals of Tacitus had something to go upon beyond
imagination.

Young Freethinker.—The mistake was
Thanks, all the same, for the correction.
Alert.—Many Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”
C. Lecog.—Mr. Footo will try to arrange another visit to South

Wales as soon as possible. Keep pegging away moanwhile.

A. F. Walter.—The Camberwell Branch has our best wishos. It
has maintained a gallant fight. We should like to assist it more
poworfully. Thanks for your hope that thoro will be a good
response to our appoal on behalf of the Lecture Scheme.

A. Firtii.—Always glad to receive newspapers or useful cuttings.

S. J. B.—Your contributions are always welcome.

W. Trevor.—We have seen Mr. Henry George’'s little book on
Herbert Spencer, and regard it as ill-tempered, not to say
insolent. Herbert Spencer has never sought wealth or titles ;
his means have always been limited, and his life has been
devoted to a great intellectual achievement. Right or wrong,
ho deserves honor for this.

Lecture Scheme.—E. L. (Aberdeen), £2 ; Toby King, junior,
9s. 6d.; W. H. Harrap, 5s.; A. F. Walter, 2s.; E. R. Walter,
Is.; Mrs. S. Walter, Is.; J. S. Is; A. Firth, 2s. Gi.; S. J. B,
2s. 6d. Il'er Miss Vance: C. B., 10s.; Thorney, Is. Per C.
Cohen: J. Kneebono, 4s. Gd.; G. H. M. Clusky, 2s. 6d.; collection
at Cardiff, 5s. 9d.

Papers Received.—Liverpool Evoning Expross—Birmingham
Post—Lindeoy Star—Now York Public Opinion—Crescent—
Islamic World—Two Worlds—Progressive Thinker—Torch of
Roason—Little Candle—Now York Sun—Orchostral Association
Gal.etto—Now York Journal—Catholic lieviow—Walthamstow
Reporter—Isle of Man Times—Animal's Friend—Heywood
Advertiser.

Letters for the Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

The National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, whero all lottors should bo addrossod to Miss Vance.
The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year,

10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Orders for literature should be Bent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.O.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.
Scale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, 1s. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms

for repetitions.

rectified last week.

Children’s Annual Party.

Collected at Athemeum HallG. W., Is.; G. Porter, Is.;
Yetton, Is.; Julia, 2s. Cd.; No Name, Is.; F. P., 2s. Gd.; Never
Mind, Gd.; H. F. S, 10s.; G. Spencer, Is.; F. G, Is.; C.
Lescare, Is.; C. J., Is.; A Friend, Is.; G, Is.; Brink, Is.; W
E., Is.; W, lIs.; E. S, Is.; Mr. and Mrs. Sourle, 55.—R.
Forder, Treasurer.
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SPECIAL.

The Lecture Scheme.

Headers of the Freethinker are desired to remember that
March is another “ Shilling Month.” | am appealing on
behalf of my Lecture Scheme, which is urgently in need of
funds ; in fact, it cannot be continued without prompt and
generous support. Under this Scheme, during the past
eighteen months, a great many lectures have been
delivered in all parts of the country by the principal
speakers of the National Secular Society. The local
friends generally pay the cost of the hall and advertising,
while | guarantee the lecturer a certain payment for his
services. Sometimes | have been responsible for the local
expenses too, in cases where new ground is being broken,
or where there is occasion for a special effort. If this
effort is allowed to drop, it will be a serious blow to Free-
thought propaganda in this country. | do not want that
to happen, although it would release me from some
work, and more anxiety. A good deal of time still
remains in March. Those who want to see this
effort continued must help to realize their desire.
| afford the opportunity, and if they do not take
it the blame will lie on them, and not on me. Free-
thinkers who will do nothing to promote Freethought
might just as well be Christians. It is so easy for
hundreds to send a shilling, and so easy for dozens to send
more. Am | to suppose that they are too parsimonious, or
too lazy; or that, being saved themselves from superstition,
they do not care a straw who is damned 1 On every side
the Churches are showing fresh activity, and the new
Education Bill is another agency for manufacturing children
into Christians. Are Freethinkers to be the only party to
“let the world slide ” and make no effort to promote their
own principles 1 G. W. FOOTE.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote delivers Sunday lectures to-day (March 14) for
the first time in Derby, at the Athemeum, Victoria-street,
morning, afternoon, and evening. The subjects are attractive,
and the local Branch is looking forward to good meetings.
On the following Tuesday aiid Wednesday Mr. Foote
debates with the Itev. W. T. Lee in the St. James’s Hall,
Bristol, on Christianity and Secularism. This debate was
to have taken place a few weeks ago, but had to he post-
poned in consequence of an accident.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured at the
Athenajum upon “ The New Christianity.” Mr. Foote pre-
sided, and gave a very timely address upon the present
crisis in the East. After the lecture, iu response to the
chairman’s appeal, a goodly number of subscriptions were
given to Miss Vance towards defraying the expenses of the
coming Children’s Party.

Mr. Watts lectures again this evening, Sunday, March 11,
at the Athemeum, taking for his subject “ The Christians’
Last Attempt to Rescue the Bible.” Air. Watts lias taken
special care in preparing this lecture, which is a new one ;
we hope, therefore, he will have a crowded audience. It
is a subject that should call forth a good debate, and no
one would be better pleased than Mr. Watts if it has that

result.

Mr. G. Roberts, the new secretary of the Plymouth
Branch, informs us that Mr. Cohen has just given seven
lectures in the district, four of which were under Air.
Foote’s Lecture Scheme. Owing to the horrid weather, the
attendance was not as large as it might have been ; but Mr.
Roberts says that all the local friends were delighted with
Mr. Cohen, and feel confident that “ the temporary loss will
be a tenfold gain when he comes again.”

We have also received from Mr. Le Coq, the secretary of
the Cardiff Branch, an account of Mr. Cohen’s recent
lectures in that district, two of which, on week-nights, were
under the Lecture Scheme. The first was at Tredegar, a
colliery town nineteen miles from Cardiff, and the second at
Cardiff. Three lectures on the following Sunday in the
Public Hall, Cardiff, were fairly attended. There was a
good sale of literature at each meeting, and the Branch is
looking forward to an increase in its membership. Further
courses of lectures are desired in South Wales. The local
sympathizers are asking when Mr. Foote is coming again, j
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The Lindsey and Lincolnshire Star has given insertion to
excellent letters on “ Foreign Missions” from Mr. J. Cherry,
of Barrow, and Captain Monro, of Hull.

Colonel Ingersoll, the New York Sun says, was heartily
applauded when, in his recent lecture in Montank Theatre,
Brooklyn, he advocated the arbitration treaty between
Great Britain and the United States.

In the March Fortnightly Review Mr. J. C. Bailey has a
aper on “ The Man Gibbon.” Mr. Bailey says : “ The call to
e a scholar was in him from the first; the special call to

history came later. Both were promptly, strenuously, un-
wearyingly obeyed ; and to that cheerful and long-sustained
obedience the historian owed one of the happiest of lives,
and we owe the greatest work of history in a modern
language.” _
A sign of the times was observed at Chicago in the
preaching of a woman in the Jewish synagogue known as
Sinai Temple. The lady’s name is Hannah G. Solomon.
The opening services were read by Professor Kohn, of the
North-Western University, and the lady was introduced by
the president of the congregation. *“ This incident makes
history,” he said. “ It is the first time in all the history of
our worship that such a scene as this has been possible. It
is a triumph for womanhood, and a triumph for Jewish
womanhood. It means as much to us as did the memor-
able sight of the Congress of Religions to all Christendom.”

All members of the Liverpool Branch of the N. S. S. are
urged to attend the Annual General Meeting, which will be
held in St. Anne’s Hall on Sunday evening, March 21.

The Manchester Branch has engaged the large Co-operative
Hall, Downing-street, for the delivery of six evening lectures
by Mr. Cohen. The first will be delivered on Monday,
March 15, and the remaining five on the following evenings.
Admission is free, so good audiences should assemble. The
chair will be taken at 8o’clock. Mr. Cohen will bring his visit
to a close by the delivery of three lectures in the Secular
Hall on Sunday, March 21.

Our readers, especially the London ones, will not forget
the Annual Children’s Party, which takes place on March 31
at the Club Union large Hall. A good collection was taken
at the Athenmum Hall on Sunday evening, in response to
Mr. Foote’s appeal from the chair. A good deal more money,
however, will be needed to defray the necessary expenses of
this function. Rent, printing, and incidentals cost some-
thing. Then we like every child to have a toy or prize of
some sort. Finally, and by no means least, there is the
vast quantity of solids and liquids which children dispose
of in some mysterious and almost supernatural manner.
We want the little ones to have a good time. Surely their
elders will find the wherewithal. We have all been children
in our time, and when the child is absolutely dead in us we
are only fit for our funerals.

Maternity and Deity.

When chloroform was first brought into British surgical
practice fifty years ago, an enlightened clergy protested
against its use in midwifery cases, as being an attempt to
evade God's curse upon all daughters of Eve. According to
the good book (which is the secret of Hingland'’s greatness),
a woman is doomed to take her interesting events as they
come, and every shriek uttered under the circumstances
confirms the terewth of the Scriptures, even as a rainbow in
the sky proves beyond all doubt that the Lord gave Noah a
promise not to drown the world any more. This was quite
clear to the parsons and ladies of 1840, consequently chloro-
form for child-birth sufferers had to be justified by some
sort of antidotal quotation from the Book. Dr. Simpson
reminded the Church that Adam was put to sleep by his
Creator prior to the removal of his historic rib, and although
this was rather irrelevant reasoning, seeing that Eve wasn't
apparently put to sleep when little Cain became due, it
sufficed to satisfy religious scruples in general. Or, rather,
it gave the hardshell believers pause until their Gracious
Queen settled the question by graciously consenting to be
anaesthetized at the birth of number eight baby. Then the
archbishops and bishops felt sure that God doesn't care
whether a female on the verge of maternity has a dreadful
time or otherwise.—Sydney Bulletin.

This frightful declaration, “ He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall bo
damned,” has filled the world with agony and crime. Every
letter of this passage has been sword and fagot; every word
has been dungeon and chain. That passage made the sword
of persecution drip with innocent blood through centuries
of agony and crime. That passage made the horizon of a
thousand years lurid with the fagot’s flames.—Ingersoll.
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“ PETER BAYLE—LIBRE-PENSEUR.”

There can be no doubt but that the learned author of
the Critical and Historical Dictionary was a libre-penseur of
the most advanced type, in spite of the fact that his
orthodoxy has been pleaded for by his biographers.

M. de la Roche tells us that it is a great mistake to
imagine that Bayle was not thoroughly convinced of the
truth of the first article of religion, for that Peter had
informed him, in a private conversation some three or four
years before his death, “ that it was impossible for the
most subtle of Atheists to confute the arguments grounded
upon the contrivance and wisdom conspicuous in the several
parts of the universe.”

In due fairness to the other side, however, the declara-
tion of Bayle himself should be remembered, that “a man
must necessarily make an option between philosophy and
the gospel. If such a one is resolved to believe nothing
but what is conformable to received truths, he then should
embrace philosophy and leave Christian principles ; but
if he is for believing the incomprehensible mysteries of
religion, he then must adhere to the Christian religion and
leave philosophy, for to enjoy at the same time evidence
and incomprehensibility can never be ; the conjunction of
these things is almost as impossible as the conjunction of
the properties of a square and of a circle.” It will be seen
that Peter occupied the professorial chair of philosophy at
Sedan and Rotterdam for several years. We strongly
suspect that Bayle's “ orthodoxy ” is only to be placed on
a level with the “ confession of faith ” made by a still more
celebrated countryman of his—we refer to Voltaire. Most
probably our Peter was that “ terrible animal, the Deist”
(as the amiable and polite Addison used to term unbelievers
in revelation). In those days there was little or no distinc-
tion drawn between the Deists, Atheists, and Freethinkers.
They were all infidels alike to the good and faithful. The
author of The Evidences of the Christian Religion classes them
indifferently together as “ vermin.” Oh, exemplum exem-
plorum of pious intolerance !

Peter Bayle was born November 18, 1647, at Carla, in
the county of Foix. For the first eighteen years of his life
he studied under his father, who was a Protestant minister
in that town. In 1666 Peter went to the University of
Puylaurens, where he applied himself with such assiduity
to the acquirement of knowledge that the very time set
apart for recreation was devoted by the young scholar to
his beloved books. lie devoured everything that he could
lay hands on in the shape of literary matter, the digested
mass of erudition being destined to appear thirty years
later in the form of the celebrated Dictionary. At this
period (as, indeed, in all his after life) Bayle evinced an
especial predilection for works of religious controversy.
These, however, at this time, only served to raise doubts
in his mind as to the truth of the reformed faith. Ilis
favorite authors were, we read, Plutarch and Montaigne.

Finding that he was not making sufficient progress at
Puylaurens, Bayle soon quitted that place for the University
of Toulouse. Here ho lodged in the same house as a
Catholic priest, with whom he often disputed on the
differences between their respective creeds. Being unablo
to reply to all the subtle objections which were raised
against his belief, Bayle imagined that he must bo in the
wrong. Consequently, he determined to change his
religion. This he did to the anger of his bigoted parent,
who refused to maintain him any longer. Thus early in
his career was poor Peter martyrized for his convictions,
honestly expressed. Luckily enough, at this juncture a
protector was forthcoming in the person of the Catholic
Bishop of Rieux, one Bertier. This prelate, being made
aware of the young man’s unhappy circumstances, volun-
teered to keep him in the necessaries of life, while finishing
his academical career.

“ Thus,” wrote Bayle, “ | was enabled to finish my course
of philosophy ; I mean that | continued eighteen months
at Toulouse, after which, the first impression of education
gaining the ascendant, 1 thought myself obliged to return
to the religion in which | was born.”

His re-conversion was accomplished in the following
manner: A cousin of his, one M. Naudis de Bruguiere,
came to Toulouse, and lodged with our author. *“ They
disputed warmly about religion, and, after having pushed
the arguments on both sides with great vigor, they used
to examine them over again coolly.”
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These controversies used to greatly puzzle Bayle,
who secretly blamed himself for his precipitate haste in
Embracing Catholicism. In August, 1670, he departed
secretly from Toulouse, and retired to Mazares, where he
abjured the Roman faith in the presence of several Protes-
tant clerics. He then immediately set out for Geneva,
where he obtained a post as tutor. It was afterwards
alleged that Peter had taken the Jesuitical habit while at
Toulouse before his apostasy, but this charge he was able
to refute. It had always been his ambition to go to Paris,
and five years later he was enabled to gratify his wish.

Some time after his arrival at this seat of learning the
vacancy of a professorship of philosophy occurred at Sedan,
and Peter was proposed as a candidate. He succeeded in
obtaining the post, despite the fact that his three rival
competitors were all natives of that town.

.After the closing of the academy in 1681, Bayle returned
to Paris. An offer of a professorship of philosophy and
history at Rotterdam was accepted by him shortly after.

In 1681 he brought out his Novelles de la République des
Lettres, which was, as its name implies, a literary journal.

The first volume of the famous Dictionary was brought
out in 1665, when it was received with acclamation by the
World of letters, and with vilification by the clergy. They
assailed him with the titles of atheist and infidel, and de-
manded the suppression of the work in question.

M. Jurieu, a Protestant divine, and formerly a fellow
professor of Bayle, endeavoured to persuade the eccle-
siastical assemblies to condemn the book. He wrote a
pamphlet on the subject, which he presented to the senate
sitting at Delft ; but to their everlasting credit let it be
recorded that they took no notice of the matter.

A tract was published by the Abbé Renaudot, entitled
“The Judgment of the Public, and Particularly of Abbé
Renaudot, on Mr. Bayle’'s Critical Dictionary.”

But Peter, in a reply, observed that it should rather be
“ The Judgment of Abbé Renaudot, with a Commentary by
the Publisher,” all the rest of the judges being so many
phantoms. They are invisible beings, whose colour,
whether black or white, we know not, for which reason
their testimony is of equal value with a cypher.” This
same Abbé had also endeavored to ruin one Saurin, an
ominent Protestant preacher, against whom ho wrote two
hooks, “ stuffed full of defamation.” In this object he had
failed, which should have served as a warning against his
attempt on Mr. Bayle. The most amusing part of it was,
as Mr. Biyle pointed out in his tu quoque, that this
Renaudot had himself been gravely censured for having
taken “ too great a froedom with the dignity of the
prophets.” Florence Bradshaw.

(To be continued.)

MARTYRS AND MARTYRS.

Had the Arctic trip of Nansen, the explorer, been per-
formed in the interests of religion, and had his sufferings
been endured for the good of his soul, it would be only a
question of time when he would be called saint instead of
doctor. But Valhalla is not for scientific men, and Nansen
has made no progress towards canonization. The Arctic
region cannot produce saints and martyrs, because it has
no heathen population for priests and missionaries to fasten
Upon, and among whom clerics, too incompetent or too
profligate for successful work at home, can lead a lazy
existence, sending home such reports of their “ labors”
as will stimulate the missionary fund and glorify the
Church. It is probablo that, in comparison with the hard-
ships of explorers in the interest of knowledge and science,
the “ martyrdoms ” of proselyting religionists would pass
for very comfortable living, while the balance of good
accomplished by the two sets of adventurers is overwhelm-
ingly on the side of the secular advance agents of civiliza-
tion.

The din maintained by the Church over its self-renouncing
adherents drowns the voice of fame that should speak for
the martyrs of science. As Max Nordau says, a higher
ideal than the increase of general knowledge there cannot
be ; and he asks: “ What saintly legend is as beautiful as
the life of an inquirer who spends his existence bending
over a microscope, almost without bodily wants, known
and honored by few, working only for conscience’ sake,
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without any other ambition than that perhaps one little
new fact may be firmly established, which a more fortunate
successor will make use of in a brilliant synthesis, and
insert as a stone in some monument of natural science I’
If we wish to find martyrs worthy of the name, one pro-
fession, that of medicine, will furnish many. We see them
every day. It is but a few weeks since Dr. Leich, of
Brooklyn, cut himself while removing a cancer, blood-
poisoning following, and death resulting. In Bellevue
Hospital, New York, there is a memorial tablet on which
are inscribed the names of fifteen physicians who have met
their death in the course of their profession. Not only
this, but there have been cases where physicians have
knowingly taken into their systems germs of disease, or
poison, simply that they might learn its effects upon the
body. A New York hospital physician did this, inocu-
lating himself with what were believed to be the germs of
consumption. He took the chance wholly in the interests
of the profession, and it cost him his life. Beside such
devotion how puerile seems, for example, the abnegation
of the Rev. Tom Sherman, whose vows of poverty,
obedience, and chastity are paraded in the newspapers
before a public to whom it can be of but the least im-
portance whether he has money in his pocket, minds the
orders of his superiors, and practises continence, or not.
Service to mankind, the increase of knowledge and
happiness, is the test; not nature-thwarting vows, be the
same violated or kept.
— TruthseeJcer.

WHITED SEPULCHRES.

The preacher prayed in a woeful tone
For the thief in the felon’s cell,

And told of his punishment here on earth
And his endless days in hell;

But the thief that sat in the best front pew,
That he might be seen and heard—

Of the Shylock thief of the helpless poor
The priest never uttered a word !

And he told of the harlot, steeped in sin,
And the rumseller’s awful doom ;

And said, if they didn’t cease to increase,
Hell would run short of room ;

But the pirates that have stolen the earth,
And their brother’s blood have shed—
The parson smiled as he winked at them,

And never a word he said.

Lord help the preacher and help the Church
When the morning sun shall rise,
And cast the veil that has hidden the sham
Away from the people’s eyes !
And the big thief then, in the best front pew,
And the man with the blood-stained hand,
Shall stand alone in the daylight clear
In sight of all the land.
Tichenok.

The Church.

Every year, indeed, messengers are sent unto all the world,
who, under the protection of the Church, in the most shame-
less manner, and speculating on the basest side of human
nature, preach a crusade against whatever may be called
freedom of mind or thought, enlightenment, culture, etc.
Yet all these are only the convulsive movements of an
antiquated colossus, whose blows even in its death-struggles
may indeed be dangerous, but can never gain the victory.—
Dr. F. C. C. L. Biictmer, “ Force and Matter," preface, p. Ixxii.

How to Help Us.

(1) Got your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker and
try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contonts-shoets, which are
of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Fordor will
sond them on application

(5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walkB abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around street-
corner preachers.

(6) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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THE PROGRESS OF FREETHOUGHT IN THE WEST
OF SCOTLAND.

The initial efforts of the Glasgow Branch of the N. S. S. to
carry the work of propaganda into places in the vicinity of
St. Mungo are beginning to bear fruit. For a good many
years Glasgow was the only town in the West of Scotland
that received a visit from the special lecturers of the
National Secular Society; but with the inauguration of
Mr. Foote's Lecture Scheme we have been enabled to go
further afield with a remarkable degree of success. The
work has been steadily carried on during the last sixteen
months, and the Glasgow “ saints” are well pleased at the
results. Since the beginning of the year, Messrs. Foote,
Cohen, and Watts have each in turn visited Paisley, Greenock,
Motherwell, and Dunoon; while Mr. Cohen broke fresh
ground at Law, where he had a most successful meeting.
Discussion followed most of the lectures, but the polemical
skill exhibited was never of a high order. Some of the
attempts at discussion, however, afforded no small amount
of merriment to the audience. Mr. Cohen also addressed
capital meetings at Greenock and Motherwell. At Greenock
one opponent discovered that Colonel Ingersoll had fought
with the Southern Army on behalf of slavery. When
pressed for his authority, he got somewhat muddled, and
finally gave the whole case away by stating that Ingersoll
behaved in a cowardly manner when captured by the
Southern Army. The Motherwell friends turned out in
strong force, and Mr. Cohen has established for himself a
good reputation in this town. The lecture at Law was in all
respects satisfactory, and | take this opportunity to thank
our friend there for his zeal in organizing the meeting and
carrying out the arrangements so efficiently.

Following closely upon Mr. Cohen’s tour, Mr. Watts
arrived in Glasgow on February 22. Next evening he
commenced his campaign by visiting Paisley, where a large
and enthusiastic audience had assembled to hear him
lecture. The meetings in this town show a perceptible
increase at each visit, and the local branch has taken a new
lease of life. The Lecture Scheme was mainly instrumental
in bringing about its resuscitation ; and, with an energetic
committee such as it possesses at present, it should yet
accomplish good work for Freethought.

Greenock was next visited. Here we had the finest
meeting of Mr. Watts's tour. The audience was a very
large and appreciative one, each point made by the
lecturer was loudly applauded, and at the close of the
lecture Mr. Watts received quite a hurricane of cheers.

Mr. Watts next journeyed to Motherwell, and lectured, by
special request, on “ Voltaire and Paine.” This lecture was
intended as a reply to the Itev. Mr. Rentoul, a local
minister, who had served up the usual lying stories concern-
ing the lives and death-beds of those two brave Free-
thinkers. The reverend gentleman was invited to attend,
but his cowardice was on a par with his mendacity, and he
failed to put in an appearance. The lecture completely
vindicated the characters of both, and was followed with
the closest attention throughout. The meeting was large
and sympathetic. Here, too, progress is being made in the
right direction. The last of the series of evening lectures
was delivered at Dunoon. The weather was very stormy,
and it interfered to a considerable extent with the atten-
dance. Nevertheless, a tolerably good number braved the
elements to hear Mr. Watts's discourse on “ The Bible and
Civilization.”

This brought the week’s campaign to a close. One grati-
fying feature in connection with these district lectures is
the increased demand at each place visited for Freethought
literature. This is bound to help the movement in due
course ; and, with a continued supply of lectures, we hope
yet to establish branches in each of these towns. That the
Lecture Scheme is the only method whereby this object can
be attained we are fully convinced. We can justly claim to
speak authoritatively on its behalf, from the fact that it
lias been thoroughly tested. Forty-three lectures under
Mr. Foote’s scheme have now been organized and delivered
under the auspices of the Glasgow Branch—a record which
we regard with a pardonable amount of pride. We are
satisfied that, if properly supported throughout the country,
the scheme will be the means of adding numerous recruits
to our ranks. The present is an opportune moment to rally
our forces. While the present Government proposes to
grant theology a fresh endowment we cannot remain idle.
The priests of all denominations are preparing for the death
grapple, and we must be ready to throw them. Let us,
therefore, press on, and never relax our efforts until the
banner of Freethought floats proudly over the ruins of
theology and superstition. Thomas MacLeish.

hear there was a fire at the manse this morn-
ing. Ony seriousloss? Minister—" Yes; ten years’ sermons
completely destroyed.” Farmer—* Michty me, what ablaze
they’'d make. They were sae dry, ye ken.”

Farmer—“ |
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BOOK CHAT.

The pretension of Maeterlinck to be the Belgian Shake-
speare does not say much for the literature of the Low
Country. The latest effusion to appear in English is The
Treasure of the Humble, being ten essays on morality and
literature. Belgium has some fine poets. One too little
known here is Emile Verhearen, who occupies a reputation
in Brussels similar to that of Paul Verlaine in Paris.

* * *

One of Verhreren's best-known pieces is the following,
entitled “ Pieusement ” :—

La nuit d’hiver éléve au ciel son pur calice.

Et je léve mon cceur aussi, mon cceur nocturne,
Seigneur, mon cceur ! vers ton pale infini vide,

Et néanmoins, je sais que rien n’en pourra l'urne
Combler, et que rien n'est dont ce cceur meurt avide,
Et je te sais mensonge et mes lévres te prient

Et mes genoux ; je sais et tes grandes mains closes
Et tes grandes yeux fermés aux désespoirs qui crient,
Et que c'est moi, qui, seul, me réve dans les choses ;
Sois de pitié, Seigneur ! pour ma toute démence,
J'ai besoin de pleurer mon mal vers ton silence...

La nuit d’hiver éleve au ciel son pur calice.

* * *

The Sydney Bulletin called for a translation. The best it

got was the following :(—

The winter Night her chalice lifts to Heaven.

And 1, too, lift my heart, my night-tuned heart,

0 Lord, my heart, to thy pale, endless Void,
Though knowing well its cup can by no art

Be filled, and naught it craves when death-destroyed :
A lie | know thee, whom my lips beseech,

To whom | bow : thy folded hands | see,

Thy great eyes closed 'gainst all despairing speech.
'Tis I who dream myself into infinity.

On all my madness, Lord ! 0 shed thy balm :

1 needs must weep my trouble to thy calm...

The winter Night her chalice lifts to Heaven.

It has, however, already been very well rendered by Osman
Edwards, as under

The winter lifts its chalice of pure night to Heaven.

And | uplift my heart, my night-worn heart, in turn,

0 Lord, my heart ! to thy pale, infinito Inane,

And yot | know that naught the implenishable urn

May plenish, that naught is, wheroof this heart dies fain,
And | know thee a lie, and with my lips make prayer
And with my knees : | know thy great, shut hands avorse,
Thy great eyes closed, to all the clamors of dospair ;

It is I, who dream myself into the universe ;

Have pity on my wandering wits’ entiro discord ;

Needs must | weep my woe towards thy silence, Lord !
Tho winter lifts its chalice of puro night to heaven.

* * *

No. 8 of “ Papers for the People,” by J. M. Robertson, is
entitled “ The Truth About Vaccination.” It was by read-
ing a pamphlet with this title by Dr. Ernest Hart that Mr.
Robertson was led to think that vaccination does not carry
with it the immunity from small-pox which is pretended.
He certainly presents a weighty case against the practice.

* *

TheChurch  Times, noticing Maspero’sStruggle of the
Nations, says : “ M.Maspero, as his readers know, iscom-
mitted to the Higher Criticism to a degree that probably
the majority of the clients of the S.P.C.K. would disapprove
of ; but, at all events, his opinions on this head do not
appear in this volume, except here and there in the notes.”
We suppose tho editor did not think it worth while doctor-
ing the notes.

The work by the late Sir Richard Burton on Human
Sacrifice among the Sephardim or Eastern Jews, which is
about to be published by Messrs. Hutchinson, has been, it
is said, long delayed on account of its strong anti-Semitic
tendency. It includes a general study of the Jewish race
as found in all countries.

We have to record the death, on March 0, at tho advanced
age of eighty-seven, of Dr. Ebenezer Oobham Brewer, tho
author of a large number of popular school books and guides
to science and history. Among his more important works
were A Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, A Historic Note-Boole,
and A Dictionary of Miracles. The last work was sullicient
to proclaim him a Freethinker. To a small circle he was
known as the author of some able pamphlets, such as replies
to the Christian Evidence Society, ThePillars of the Church,
Natural lleason v. Divine Revelation, The Old and New
Testament Examined, etc. Dr. Brewer was an omnivorous
reader and collector of facts, and for many years was editor-
in-chief at Cassell's. He was personally commissioned by
Napoleon I11. to adapt his popular Guide to Science to the
needs of French children. He was, too, for a time joint
editor, with his brother, of the Morning Herald.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

WOMAN'S WORK IN THE SECULAR MOVEMENT.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—| am only a woman, not even a new woman ; but,
being a Secularist, | cannot fall in with the idea, “ Let your
women learn in silence.” The time has now come when
woman must be heard. Nearly every great movement that
has ever been inaugurated for the purpose of making this
world a pleasanter and more comfortable abode for man has
had among its originators the voice of woman. Secularism,
having raised woman to her true position in society (that of
being man’s equal, not his chattle or slave, as taught by
Christianity), expects every woman, who has embraced that
freedom and liberty which it offers, to spread the light so
that her Christian sister may embrace them also. Now the
question arises, What can woman do in the cause 1 Well,
to my mind, there are many ways open to her which are
shut to man. She has the power of instilling into the minds
of the little ones the great moral law, To do right because it
is right; she can teach them, in language which they will
understand, the great and unquestioned truths of nature,
and save them in after life from the pangs which some of us
have had to endure in throwing off the false teachings of a
Christian childhood. Then there is the Sunday-school,
which every branch should organize, for it is quite as
necessary to provide a place of instruction and amusement
for the little ones as it is to provide the older ones with
lectures. In my opinion, if the women of the party received
more encouragement to work in their midst, there would be
plenty of willing hands ready to volunteer for this work,
and | am sure there are many of our lecturers who would
willingly give their services on a Sunday afternoon, if
necessary, to this very importantwork. Now that the ques-
tion of religious instruction is agitating the minds of the
people, the time has come when Secularists should move in
the matter. Let us teach the little ones what we know to be
the truth, always remembering that—

Little drops of water,

Little grains of sand,

Make the mighty ocean
And all the beauteous land.

Yours for the little Secularists,
Sarah A. Thomson.

ANCILLA DOMINUSQUE.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sill,—I have read with much attention Mr. Wheeler’s
article on the passage from Pliny. It seems to me that the
writer has fallen into one or two errors. In the first place,
he appears to labor under some strange misapprehension as
to the meaning of the word “ ancilla.”

Mr.Wheeler has quoted the sentence, “duabus ancillis, qua?
ministrai dicebantur,” from the “ Christian evidence ” letter,
giving its translation as “two maid-servants, who were
called ministers.” He then remarks (as a piece of strong
testimony in favor of the forgery of the tenth book) that
Paul “ did not suffer young women to be deaconesses.”

Longolius has quoted an authority to show that the word
“ ministra;” should here be rendered “ deaconesses.” But
Henley has translated the passage, “ two maids, which
waited, upon them.” The word “ ancillai ” was applied to
waiting-women and female captives, altogether irrespective
of age. Pliny’s two slaves might therefore have attained
the ripe years which would qualify them for their office
(assuming that “ deaconesses ” are here meant).

As regards the word “ domiuus ”: Mr. Wheeler writes that
this was a title unused by Roman princes. The statement
isincorrect. It is true that Augustus and Tiberius would
not allow themselves to be so addressed, but it was because
the word came to mean “ tyrant.” It was generally used
for a slave-owner or ruler. Suetonius relates of the
Emperor Domitian that “ho was not a little pleased to
hear the people cry out in the amphitheatre upon a fast-
day, ‘All happiness to our Lord and Lady’” {Domino et
dominiefelicitera ; and continues : “ With the like arrogance,
when he dictated the form of a letter to be used by his
procurators, he began it thus : ‘ Our Lord and God commands
so and so’; from which it became a custom to style him
constantly in the same manner, both in writing and con-
versation.” It appears, indeed, to have been frequently
used as an adulatory form of address bestowed upon the
Roman emperors.

Martial, in praise of the virtuous Trajan, wrote: “ Flat-
terers, in vain do you come to me, miserable objects, with
prostituted lips! | am not about to celebrato a Lord or a
God; there is now no longer any abode for you in this
city...... Here there is no Lord, but an Emperor.......
Under this prince, Rome, if thou art discreet, beware of speak-
ing in the language used to his predecessors.”

What does this imply ? It is to be remembered that the
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poet (the gross flatterer of Domitian) found, to his cost,
that such fulsome praise as he gave to his deceased patron
was positively distasteful to the successor of Domitian ?
Dominus was, too, used as a title of civility. Among the
titles given to the Emperor Justinian in the Pandects
occurs that of “ Dominus noster sacratissimus princeps.”

Finally, let Hoffman be quoted. “Dominusf hewrote, “ap-
pellatio fuit, qud Imperatores olim insigniebantur, Alexandro
tamen Severo earn repudiante ; quernadmodum et Augusta; seu
uxores earum, Domincc dictce sunt "—which means, “ Dominus
was the word applied to designate the Emperors. Alexander
Severus, however, repudiated this title. On this account
the Augustas were called Domince.”

Let me, in conclusion, cite from Suetonius, to show that
religious persecution was not entirely known among the
Romans : “ He (Tiberius) suppressed all foreign religions, the
Egyptian and Jewish rites of worship, obliging all such as
were engaged in that kind of superstition to burn their
holy vestments and all their religious furniture. The Jews
he disposed of under pretence of their serving in the wars,
in provinces of an unhealthy air, and banished from the
city all the rest of that nation, or proselytes to that religion,
under a penalty of being condemned to slavery for life if
they did not comply with his orders.”

Lastly, Mr. Wheeler demands : “ How came it that, when
in Bithynia, Pliny never thought of writing to his friends
or clients, but only to his prince 7 Might it not, in reply,
be suggested that the tenth book was intentionally devoted
to this correspondence between Pliny and his prince? The
late recovery of the MS. is by no means a conclusive proof
of its non-genuineness. Florence Bradshaw.

PROFANE JOKES,

The celebrated Dr. Strong, of Hartford, preached some
time in a neighboring village. One day a committee
called upon him to settle with him for his service, and,
after stammering a while, signified to him that his further
services were not desired. “ What does this mean, gentle-
men? asked the doctor. “ Why,” replied the spokesman,
with some hesitation, “ the people have got the impression
that you are inclining to universal salvation.” *“ Gentle-
men,” answered the doctor, “ | never have preached that
doctrine ; but, if I ever should, I promise to make the people
of this town an exception.”

Rev. Dr. West, of New Bedford, Mass., once heard that his
choir would refuse to sing on the next jSunday. When the
day came he gave out the hymn, “ Come ye who love the
Lord.” After reading it through, he looked up very
emphatically at the choir, and said, “ You will begin at the
second verse, ‘ Let those refuse to sing who never knew our
God.”” The choir sang.

“ Darling, did you sing any pretty songs at Sunday-
school 77 “Yes, mamma; we sang a lovely one about
Greenland’s ice-cream mountains.”

Clarence—"“ How did people cipher before slates were in-
vented?’ Father—" The Bible says, my son, that people
multiplied on the face of the earth.”

The vicar was examining the class in religion. *“ Well,
Johnny,” he asked, “can you tell me what St. Paul was?”
Johnny looked staggered, and scratched his head in vain.
The vicar, noticing the boy’s dilemma, began to prompt him
by saying : “ St. Paul was an apo—, apo—' To which the
urchin immediately added : “ Please, sir, St. Paul was an
apothecary " Feeling somewhat disconcerted, the vicar
passed on to another boy, and asked him if he knew out of
what God had created the world ? This boy also got stuck,
and the good-natured vicar, in order to freshen the boy’s
memory, said : “ Don’t get Hurried, my young friend ; think ;
God created the world out of a ka—, ka—" “ Oh, | know
now,” put in the boy, with a great deal of self-possession ;
“ God made the world out of a cow "

One of the most noted and popular clergymen in London
was a few Sundays ago going up the steps of his church,
when he was asked by an old blind lady, wlio, of course, did
not know him, to help her up the steps. With his usual
good grace lie complied with her request. Just then, on
reaching the top, she asked him who was going to preach.
“ The Reverend Mr. Jones,” he replied, that being his own
name. “ Oh, Lord !" exclaimed the old lady, “ help me down
again ; I'd rather listen to a man sharpening a saw.” At
first he was inclined to refuse ; but then he gently helped
her down, remarking, as he reached the bottom : “ You are
quite right, madam ; | would not go in either, if | was not
paid for it."

A little girl asked her father the other day what bigamy
was. “ My dear,” he replied, “it is a man marrying again
when his wife is alive.” “ Then will a man go to heaven
who commits bigamy?” “ No, my child.” “ Then our
minister will not go to heaven? *“ Oh, yes, my child;
his wife is dead.” “ But, papa, it says on her tombstone,
‘»She is not dead, but sleepeth.’”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notice» of Lecture», etc., must reach u» by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Oourt-road, W .):
0. Watts, “ The Christians’ Last Attempt to Rescue the Bible.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's
Pond) : 7.15, R. Forder, “ The Bible and the Child.”

East London Branch (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road):
8, H. P. Ward, “ From Wesleyan Pulpit to Secular Platform.”

East London Ethical Society (Libra-road, OIld Ford) : 7, Miss
Hope Rea, “ Our Movement: Its Direction.”

North London Ethical Society, Athemeum, Camden-road, N.W.:
7, F. J. Gould, “ The Greater Self.”

North London Ethical Sunday School, Leighton Hall, Kentish
Town: 11, Lesson by F. J. Gould. Children invited.

South London Ethical Society, Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road: 11.15, Sunday-school; 7, ;.Washington Sullivan, “ Socrates.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 11.15,
Dr. Stanton Coit, “ John Stuart Mill.”

7.30,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 and 3.30, R. P. Edwards will
lecture.

COUNTRY.

Bristol Branch fSt. James's Hall): C. Cohen—11, “ Foreign
Missions 3, “ Darwinism and Democracy ”; 7,“ Origin of Man.” March
16 and 17, Debate between Mr. G. W. Foote and the Rev. W. T. Lee.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’'s-road, New Brompton): 7, Stanley
Jones, “ The Right Hon. Arthur James Balfour : Philosopher and Poli-
tician.”

Debby (‘Athenmum, Victoria-street): G.W. Foote—11, “ The Crescent
and the Cross in Crete”; 3, “ The Use and Abuse of the Bible”; 7,
“ The Doom of the Gods.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion
Class—J. Gilbert, “ Ibsen’s Ghosts ”; 6.30, Social Meeting.

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): 6.30, A lecture

Leeds (Compton’s Hotel, Briggate) : 7, J. G. Fisher, “ Land National-
ization Inconsistent with Liberty.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) :
B.A ,“ Somi Objections to State Socialism.”

Mancbester Secular Hall (Kusholme-road. All Saints): 6.30,
W. Simpetn, “ State Socialism and Social Degeneration.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
7, Readings from a young local novelist.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7, Business meeting ; 7.30, “ Federation and Organization.”

7, J. W. Baylis,

Lecturers’ Engagements.

O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street,
to 21, Manchester; 28, Bradford.

Bow-road, -London, E.—March 15

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E.—April 4, m., Hyde Park
a., Harrow-road ; e., Hammersmith.

POSITIVISM.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Church of Humanity, St.
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.— Conversational meetings, open to all,
at Mr. Coates’s, 13 Derby-street, every Sunday, at 7.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin,
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made onty at No. 16 Chadwell-
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.

Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
the words “ Rendell & Oo.” and “ J. W. Rendall,” etc., being speciously
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

| No. 182,688.

IN Usd Ink on eaoh Box, without which None are Genuine

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Curre'ii, 8s. 4d., 4s. <d
and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Oc .lpound, Is, 2d.
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices pox. free.

W.J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerksnwell, E.C.

EMS FROM THE OCEAN OF TRUTH.—Gilt lettered,

Is. 6d. Post free Is. Postal Order from CnARLES Cattell,

Pokesdown, Hants. Highly commended by the whole of the press.

“ Very interesting.”—Sam. Timmins, F.S.A. “ An excellent library of
ideas.” —Hr.Steadman.
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FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents :(—OId Nick—Fire !''!—Sky Pilots—Devil Dodgers—Fight-
ing Spooks—Damned Sinners—Where is Hell?—Spurgeon and Hell—
Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?—God in Japan—Stanley on Providence—Gone
to God—Thank God—Judgment Day—Shelley's Atheism—Long Faces
—Our Father—Wait Till You Die—Dead Theology—Mr. Gladstone on
Devils—Huxley’'s Mistake—The Gospel of Freethought—On Ridicule—
Who are the Blasphemers ?—Christianity and Common Sense—The Lord
of Hosts—Consecrating the Colors—Christmas in Holloway Gaol—Who
Killed Christ?—Did Jesus Ascend ?—The Rising Son?—St. Paul’'s
Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of Persecution—Luther
and the Devil—Bible English—Living by Faith—Victor Hugo—
Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman—Tennyson and the Bible—
Christ’s Old Coat—Christ's Coat, Number Two—Scotched, Not Slain—
God-Making—God and the Weather—Miracles—A Real Miracle—Jesus
on Women—Paul on Women—Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents:— Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God's Day-
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse—
Bradlaugh’'s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel-
chizedek—S'w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel —Are
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—" Thus Saith the
Lord ”—Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and Money-
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery— Christ
Up to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels—
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor-
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men—
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—
The Parson’s Living Wage — Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible —Forgive and Forget—The Star
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution—
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Pricels.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

THE GRIND OLD BOOK.

A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.
BY
G. W. FOOTE.

An Exhaustive Answer to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents (—Preface—Preliminary View—The Creation Story—The
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley— Modern Scepticism.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Threepence,

THE COMING CIVILISATION.

An Address delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago,
on Sunday, April 12, 1896, to Members and Friends of
“The Church Militant,”

By COLONEL R G INGERSOLL.

Also, by the same Author, price Threepence,

THE FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH.

Contents —1 The Old Testament. 2. The New Testament.
3. Jehovah. 4. The Trinity. 5 The Theological Christ-
6. The “ Scheme.” 7. Belief. 8. Conclusion.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

YOUR BABY WON'T THRIVE,

YOUR BOY OR GIRL IS DELICATE,

YOU ARE ILL AND CAN'T GET WELL,

YOU WISH A SOUND BRAIN IN A HEALTHY BODY,

Consult DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 SPANISH PLACE, MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W.
Fee 10s. 6d. from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m. To working classes, 5s., from 6 to a p.mv

Dn. ALLINSON cures without drugs or operations. He has 10,000 con-
sultations yearly. Send 10s. for his “ Book of Health.”

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite’
S Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper

or lower set, £1.
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
li.; painless by gas, 6i.

Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2a. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition,
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Royal Paupers. showing what Royalty does for the People,

and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

The Dying Atheist. A Story,

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) The Tower of Babel, 1d.;
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin
Mother, 1d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A Lie
in Five Chapters. Id.

Salvation Syrup; or,
to General Booth. 2d

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

The New Cagliostro. An Open Lotter to Madame Blavatsky. 2d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

London; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

into the Mental

id.

Light on Darkest England. A Reply

PRICE THREEPENCE.
THE SECULAR ALMANACK
FOR 1897.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contents are :—Hamlet's Last Words, by G. W.
Footo ; The Glory of Unbolief, by C. Watts ; Hospitals Not of
Christian Origin, by J. M. Wheeler ; An Inspired Woman ; A
Negro Sormon ; Anecdotes of Frederick the Great; Job and Jah,
by G. L. Mackenzie; Worship and Imagination, by W. Hoaford ;
and Information concerning Froothought Work and Organization.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1600 Men and
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision,
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch-
crafé(,j Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,
2s. Gd.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth.
Secular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is.

The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.

Satan, Witchcraft, and tho Bible. 2d.

Types of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’'S LECTURE,

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE FREETHINKER.

175
48 Pages, beautifully printed and elegantly

bound, price Sixpence,

THE

SIGN OF THE CROSS

A CANDID CRITICISM

MR. WILSON BARRETT'S PLAY
G. W. BIY: OOTE
A Pious Play Contents
Blasphemous Abuse
Melodrama
“ Claudian ”

Pagan and Christian Morality

Pagan and Christian Torture

Nero and His Vices

Faith and Filth

The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire

Fabulous Persecutions

Paul at Rome

The Neronic Persecution

The Forged Passage in Tacitus : its History and
Probable Origin

Mr. Barrett's Cant

The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
BY
G. W. FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as ollows

1. —Bible Contradictious.
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities.
from Genesis to Revelation.
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible

Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d,

London; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in »loth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post fret.

%* In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
moat important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 1j2 paget
at onh penny, post fret 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for diatribntion la.
a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, saya: “ Mr Holmes’
pamphlet . .. is an almost anexception&ble statement of the Neo-
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeala to moral
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo-
Malthnsian cause and tc numan well-being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of the meanB by which it
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthnsian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbatt,and
otherr, have also spoken of it in very nigh terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE, BERKS.

The contradictions are printed in

Each infamy has a separate head-

the chief absurdities from

Containing all the godly wickedness

Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken



176

THE FREETHINKER.

March |If, 1897.

AT LESS THAN COST PRICE

For 14 Days

1 PAIR ALL WOOL BLANKETS.

THE
FAMOUS

1 PAIR FULL SIZE BED SHEETS.

1 BEAUTIFUL QUILT.

LOT 11

1 HARDWEARING TABLECLOTH.

Only.

FOR 19/-

CARRIAGE PAID.

We have less than 100 lots left, and cannot possibly replace them at the price
SEND AT ONCE, or you may be too late.

NEW SPRING PATTERNS NOW READY.

Sent to any address post free.

ONE THOUSAND
AGENTS
WANTED.

J W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

A CONCISE

HISTORY OF RELIGION.

By F. J. GOULD.

VOL. I. Price 2s. 6d. post freo.

Comprising Sketches of THE CHIEF RELIGIONS
OF THE WORLD, with the exception of Judaism,
Christianity, and Mohammedanism.

VOL. Il. Price 3a. Gd. post free.

Containing a History of JUDAISM AND JEWISH
SACRED LITERATURE ; with a Chapter on the
Religious Environment of Early Christianity.

VOL. Ill. Price 5s. post free.

Containing a History of CHRISTIAN ORIGINS, and
of Jewish and Christian Literature to the End
of the Second Century.

The three vo/s., carriage paid, 11s.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Floot-street, E.C.

Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable ?
A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN
Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Evidence
Society,

AND
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of the National Secular
Society.

Ildd in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1S95.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E,C.

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll,

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. Cd.

Defence of Freethought.
A Five Honrs' Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
6d.

The Gods. 6d.

The Holy Bible. Gd,

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

R ome ok Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

'‘Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

O ration on Walt Whitman.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.

'Humanity's Debt to Thomas
Paine.

Ernest Renan
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

'The Three Philanthropists.
2d.

Love the Redeemer.

IS Suicide a Sinl 2d.

and Jesus

2d.

Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

God and the State. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Partl. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part Il. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.
2d.

The Household of Faith.
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
DO | Braspheme? 2d.

The Clergy and Common
Sense. 2d.

Social Salvation. 2d.

Marriage and Divorce. 2d.

Skulls. 2d.

The Great Mistake. Id.
Live Topics. Id.

Myth j.nd Miracle. Id.

Real Blasphemy. Id.
Repairing the ldols. Id.
Christ and Miracles. Id.
Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Recently Published,

An Qulire of Bolutioery Bhics.

By

C. COHEN.

Price Sixpence.

_ L. Introductory—IIl. The Meaning of Morality—IIl. The
‘Standard of Morality—IV. The Nature and Authority of
'Conscience—V. Society and the Individual.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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