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BALFOUR’S PLUM FOR THE PARSONS.

. R' Balfour, the Tory leader in the House of Commons, 
J! the author of a book called The Foundations of Belief.

e object of that book is to demonstrate that nothing can 
6 known, that Christianity is therefore as likely to be 
ne as anything else, and that, being in possession of the 

el(l, it is entitled to support as the embodiment of faith 
and authority.

Mr. Balfour’s uncle, Lord Salisbury, is Prime Minister 
° this country—perhaps wo ought to say of this empire. 

J3 gentleman once said that the Church of England was 
institution for the promotion of righteousness. No doubt 
13 so from Lord Salisbury’s point of view. He is a peer, 
great landlord, and the leader of the Tory party. It is 

natural that ho should regard the interests of his class as 
! entical with thoso of the nation. It is also natural that 
6 should regard the Church of England, which is tho great

sPiritual support of those interests, as a most divine establish
ment.

The Government of Lord Salisbury and Mr. Balfour is 
Und to do its best to promote the welfare of religion in 

general, and of tho Church of England in particular. Now 
Welfare of that Church, as a business institution, 

Pends upon its iniluonce over the minds of the young. 
0 plea put forward is that children must bo taught 

*_gion, or they will grow up immoral; but teaching them 
'jpon, in Church of England schools, means filling them 
n the idea of tho sanctity and authority of tho Church 

Cli ’ an<̂  thus, under specious pretences, the Established 
Ul'ch is cunningly striving to maintain its professional

mtercsts.
>Q ?uWing to ' mmensc advantage with which it starts, 

“ 0 enjoyment of revenues amounting to many millions
tho" ^ear, arising from endowments that really belong to 

, l0n, and only belonging to tho parsons by virtue of 
abl n' t0 ^ cta Parliament, tho Church of England was 

6 to nearly monopolise what are called “  tho voluntary 
„ °°ls” of England. These “ voluntary” schools are really 

6n°minational ” schools, and should bo plainly called 
a]j aro built and managed by religious bodies, who
th0 make a small, and ever-decreasing, contribution towards 
th r ^m^tenanco. But the overwhelming proportion of 

annual cost of such schools is borne by the general tax- 
roli ^ may bolong to any form of religion or to no 

8 l0 n at all. Broadly speaking, thero aro two kinds of 
J, mentary schools under the Education Act—namely, 

°ard schools, supported partly by rates and partly 
s kuces ; and Denominational schools, supported to a 
fax Cxt0nt by voluntary contributions, but mainly by 
are63 *rom imperial exchequer. The Board schools 
riatjUn<̂ Cr tho control of the ratepayers, whilo tho Dcnomi- 
And°nal Sĉ 00' 3 ar0 un(ier the control of religious bodies, 
its f ’ as Wo said before, tho Church of England, owing to 
J) dv° rablo position, controls tho vast majority of those 
<] 0̂tninational schools, which aro nurseries for tho pro- 

XTl0n °f futuro members of that Establishment.
811.

Under existing conditions, it is impossible to benefit the 
Church of England by “  voluntary school ” legislation 
without also benefiting the Roman Catholic Church, which 
ranks next to the Establishment, though a long way 
behind it, in the number of its schools and the amount of 
its subsidy. But this has long ceased to be an objection. 
There has for some time been a very good understanding be
tween the leaders of the Church of England and the leaders 
of the Church of Rom e; witness the curious correspondence 
between Cardinal Vaughan and the Bishop of Chester. 
Both of these Churches are well aware that they have a 
common enemy, and that, while they are threatened by it, 
they are bound by the plainest dictates of common sense 
to act as far as possible together. Besides, there is no 
longer a feud between Catholic and Protestant among the 
“ upper classes.” Their worldly interests arc reconciled, 
and these always predominate in the long run. The mob 
fight about religion when their prejudices are stirred up for 
that purpose, but the “  upper classes ” never fight except 
for a substantial object. They may affect religious 
bigotry, but they are always animated by a more personal 
motivo. What they are really after is to maintain and 
increase their hold on the good things of this life.

The Education Bill of last year, which we criticized at 
considerable length, was withdrawn on account of the great 
opposition it encountered. Mr. Balfour promised, however, 
that something would be done early in the new year for 
the poor oppressed “  voluntary ” schools. That promise is 
now being redeemed. Mr. Balfour proposes to give a fresh 
grant of ¿£600,000 a year to these schools, and to exempt 
them from all local rates, which are to a considerable extent 
payable by tho Board schools. We need not deal at present 
with the other features of Mr. Balfour’s scheme, although wo 
may have something to say about them on a future occasion. 
Nothing is to be done, except in tho way of vaguo promises 
for distressed Board schools. The case is simply this. 
Something had to bo done for the Church of England, in 
return for its continued support of tho Tory government; 
and Mr. Balfour says, “  Hero is ¿£600,000. It is all I can 
do for you at present, but more than I offered last year. 
Later on wo may dip our hands still deeper for you into 
the pockets of John Bull.”

This is the real sum and substanco of Mr. Balfour’s pro
posal. It is a gift of ¿£600,000 a year to the Church of 
England, subject to a deduction in tho shape of a sop to 
the Roman Catholic Church. The parsons will have (say) 
half a million a year— “ for over,” Mr. Balfour says—to aid 
them in supporting their schools as recruiting grounds for 
their churches. Such is tho “  deal ” which is being worked 
under tho very noses of tho English people. If they stand 
this they will stand anything. They will walk into servi
tude with their eyes open. They will actually pay for 
their own oppression. And the worst of it is that they 
seem likely to fall easy victims to tho greed and cunning 
of their exploiters. Yet thero are critics whp tell us that 
tho time is past for fighting theology and priestcraft!

G. W. FOOTE.



82 : THE FREETHINKER. February 7, 1897-

PIONEERS OF EVOLUTION.*

E v o l u t io n  is the keynote to the thought of the age, and 
in writing an account of the Pioneers of Evolution, from Thales 
to Huxley, Mr. Clodd has rendered an important contribu
tion towards the history of human development. Like his 
previous works on The Childhood of the World, The Childhood 
of Religions, The Story of Creation, Primitive Man, etc., Mr. 
Clodd’s latest work is painstaking, and eminently service
able to the cause of advanced thought. This book, as I 
shall have occasion to show, is in particular worthy of the 
attention of all Freethinkers, for it not only lucidly shows 
the scientific view, but it brings home to Christianity the 
charge of having stood in the way of the advance of know
ledge and arrested its development.

The speculations which made the theory of evolution 
possible are at least twenty-five years old. They may 
probably be found yet earlier in Hindu philosophy, 
especially in the Sankhya system of Kapila, which lies at 
the root of Buddhism and Jainism. Mr. Clodd does not 
enter into this perhaps debateable matter, but takes us 
first to Greece, where, as everyone knows, Thales, the 
father of Greek philosophy, held that all things arose from 
water. His pupil, Anaximander, asserted the origin of life 
from the non-living, and spoke of man as “  like another 
animal— namely, a fish in the beginning.” Xenophanes, 
too, was a bold thinker, who noted how man made his gods 
in his own image. Mr. Clodd traces the course of thought 
to Leucippus and Democritus, who propounded an atomic 
theory which links Greek cosmology with early nineteenth- 
century science. Then came the great name of Aristotle, 
with his insistence on observation, his assertion of order, 
and his anticipation of modern science in holding that 
germs were produced before animals.

Perhaps the greatest of the old Greek philosophers was 
Epicurus, who taught the very foundation of modern 
philosophy, the relativity of knowledge, and who rejected 
mysticism and all pretensions to knowledge of the absolute, 
accepted the atomic theory, and applied it all round.f The 
followers of Epicurus practised brotherhood before the 
Christians taught it. Cicero has left it on record that the 
Epicureans had one to another the most unselfish senti
ments.

Our knowledge of the system of Epicurus is largely 
derived from the De Rerum Natura of Lucretius. Lucretius 
believed in but one god. That god was Epicurus. Both 
sages sought to deliver men from the terrors of supersti
tions. AVith the renunciation of vain hopes and fears came 
something like a true conception of man and his position in 
the universe. Lucretius taught the atomic theory, which 
dispensed with the idea that the phenomena of nature were 
dependent on the will of the gods; and, tracing the evolution 
of things, he showed the primitive savagery of the human 
race, and the origin of the belief in a soul and a future life, 
from the dreams of ghosts of savages.

It is only by knowing man’s past that a true estimate 
concerning him can be formed, and it has been the demerit 
of all theologies and metaphysics that they have either 
had a totally false conception of this past or left it out of 
account. Before the Christian era the ancient philosophers 
had arrived at such truths as that there is a primary sub
stance which abides amid the flux of things; that out of 
nothing nothing comes ; that the primary substance is in
destructible ; that the universe is made up of atoms, whose 
combinations, ruled by affinities, result in the variety of 
things; that life arose out of non-living matter, plants 
coming before animals, and man last, his early state-being 
one of savagery, his first tools and weapons of stone, then 
after the discovery of metals, of copper, and following that 
of iron. His body and soul aro alike compounded of 
atoms, and the soul is extinguished at death. Mr. Clodd 
shows all this is paralleled by the researches of modern 
science; and then comes the question, Whence came the 
long arrest of scientific thought ? There is but one answer, 
and Mr. Clodd gives it plainly : “  The attitude of the early 
Christians towards all mundane affairs as of no moment 
compared with those affecting their souls’ salvation; the 
assumed authority of scripture as a full revelation of both

* Pioneers o f  Evolution, from  Thales to H uxley;  with an inter
mediate chapter on the Causes of Arrest of the Movement. By 
Mward^ Clodd.^ (London ; Grant Richards, 9 Henrietta-street,

f  On Epicurus and his philosophy see A Few pays in Athens,

earthly and heavenly things, and the assumed infallibility 
of the words of Jesus reported therein, suffice to explain 
why the great movement towards discovery of the orderly 
relations of phenomena was arrested for centuries, and 
theories of capricious government of the universe sheltered 
and upheld.” Mr. Clodd, it will be seen, does not mince 
the matter. I should state it, if possible, yet more roundly- 
Christianity and science were incompatible. The clearest 
of Christ’s teachings was, that he was shortly to come and 
dissolve the fabric of this world. Why care for its welfare 
when a new order of things was so imminent ? Soon would 
all its glories be rolled away like a scroll when the Lord 
came in flaming fire, gathering his elect from the four 
winds, and taking vengeance on those who knew him not.

The natural effects of the compound of fanaticism and 
charlatanry, which spread under the banner of the Cross, 
was the arrest of civilization. Rome fell when her soldiery 
became converted, and bands of monks destroyed temples, 
statues, and manuscripts, regarding heathen art and learning 
but as works of the Devil. The indisputably historic fact 
that the triumph of Christianity was followed by ten 
centuries of the Dark Ages is evidence that in its earlier 
and more genuine form it was rather a curse than a blessing 
to mankind.

But I have somewhat departed from Mr. Clodd’s text, 
to which I must return. In the meantime, I commend his 
work to the notice of all my readers.

J. M. AYiieeler.
( To he continued.)

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS A DELUSION AND A 
FAILURE.

That professed Christians have failed to incorporate their 
teachings in the daily conduct of the masses at home has 
been amply proved again and again in these columns. 
Moreover, the failure has been practically acknowledged 
by Christians themselves in their repeated lamentations of 
non-success, and also in the new methods of advocacy they 
now adopt. Such theological trump cards as “ human 
depravity,” “  the blood of the lamb,” and “  hell fire ” are 
no longer relied upon by intelligent believers to win the 
gamo of Christian salvation; theso are discarded, and the 
secular agencies, such as superior singing, refined music, 
and social gatherings, have taken their place.

Our present purpose, however, is not to deal with this 
phase of Christian propaganda, but rather to examine tho 
pretensions set up on behalf of what are termed “ Foreign 
Missions,” which, in our opinion, are among tho principal 
deceptions fostered by the orthodox party. It is claimed 
that not only did Christ authorize tho missionary en
terprise, but that tho presence of Christian missionaries 
is an advantage to tho “ heathen,” tending to their 
religious, moral, and intellectual elevation. A  greater 
delusion has seldom been promulgated, as all impartial 
testimony proves; and wo hope' to show from undoubted 
authorities that this missionary interference is based upon 
arrogance and self-assumed superiority, and that it has 
proved a decided fiasco both in its theological and civilizing 
objects.

The supposed command from Christ which is said to sanc
tion the missionary enterprise is found in that admittedly 
spurious passage which reads : “  Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature ” (Mark xvi. 15)- 
But it is evident from another command, attributed to the 
same person, that he did not intend that “ all tho world 
should be preached to ; for, when he sent forth his twelve 
disciples upon a mission of propaganda, they wero told not 
“  to go into tho way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 
the Samaritans enter ye not ” (Matthew x. 5). Besides, 
missionaries to-day never attempt to follow the instructions 
Christ is reported to have given to those he sent forth- 
They were commanded to “  provide neither gold, nor silver, 
nor brass in your purses, nor script for your journeyi 
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves” (Matthew 
x. 9, 10). Now, precious few of the “ self-denying” 
missionaries at the present time would start upon the 
“  Lord’s mission ” under such circumstances. On the 
contrary, they insist upon having not only plenty of money, 
but, as we shall see presently, other articles of a most 
dangerous and brutal kind. Therefore, so far as Christ is
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concerned, there is no authority for this sham and delusion 
ermed “ Foreign Missions.” He never intended, if the 

gospels are correct, that his faith should be universal; 
ence ive read : “  I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
he house of Israel ” (Matthew xv. 24); “  I pray not for the 

World, but for them which thou hast given me ” (John 
xvu. 9 ); “ Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 
xxu. 14).

Apart, however, from Christ and the New Testament, 
n° one religion can become universal, and thus we find so 
jhany different religions in the world. The kind of faith 
hat is professed depends upon temperament, climate, and 

general environment. But from its very nature Chris- 
'aruty is certainly not calculated to command universal 

a herence. It, like Judaism, is too exclusive, doctrinal, 
and impractical. Hence, the author of Conquests of the 
y'oss admits “ that out of the total population of the world 
estimated at about 1,470,000,000] little more than four 
kindred millions are Christians even in name, including 
cotestant, Greek, and Roman Catholic Churches, and that 

consequently over one thousand millions of our fellow 
ereatures are non-Christian” (p. 543). And this, be it 
°bserved, after the faith has had a history of two thousand 
years. Surely it is necessary that such a vain effort, as 
he attempt to Christianize the world has proved to be, 
hould cease, and that the energy, time, and money which 
ave hitherto been spent in this useless enterprise should 
0 devoted to some practical purpose.
R is not here denied that in some instances improve- 
ent has followed the sojourn of missionaries among 

j-ertain tribes; but the change for the better thus effected 
as not been the result of the Christian religion; it has 
een in consequence of the adoption of secular agencies, 
hus the Rev. Dr. Ellinwood, secretary of the Presbyterian 
°ard of Foreign Missions (U.S.A.), writes: “  Secular 
iiter-prise has built the great Christian cities of the Western 

S p h e r e  and opened mission-fields everywhere in the 
, lc‘ islands of tho sea. The California of to-day could not 
a' e been created by missionary effort alone ; and the mag- 
(hcent spectacle of a British Empire in Southern Asia, 
*th its Bible, its schools and colleges, its law and order, 

manifold enlightenment and moral elevation, could not 
avo existed but for tho long and sometimes questionable 

^arecr of the East India Company ” (ibid., 520). This 
^ «b ora tes  Buckle’s view, that “  tho religion of mankind 

tno effect of their improvement, not the cause of it.”
“ v  0n[rasting the blighting and pernicious influence of 
]•, .0reign Missions ” upon their unwilling victims with tho 
r ,. . good which has followed, not, be it observed, the 
region of the missionaries, but, as the writer just men- 

puts it, the “  stimulating his [the savage’s] intellect,” 
g  at a sad and degrading picture is presented to us ! Tho 

?8['sh missionary, James Gilmour, thus writes of certain 
*s5°naries ■ “ Thoy havo their work constantly before 

to°lr eyes; they aro not blind, and know well enough how 
kike very good care of themselves. For many years 

st they have seen the consequences which their civiliza- 
T, n and Christianity have exercised on the heathen races.

0 Indians have gradually disappeared from the face of 
})1)c.e''lrth ; great stono churches have been built, and their 
Q^al places havo been filled with tho bodies of the new 
cii t's,;*ans- Bike a pestilence havo these new manners and 
c it '°ms rage(I among them ; but tho land becamo valuablo ; 
tio'03 atl<̂  villages arose, tho Europeans established planta
in i*3 anc  ̂ becamo nch > tho Indians were driven to work, 
ba i 'aRbor bccamo slaves of tho whito man or were pushed 

further and further, until they found a quiet place 
hi/!»0 they could die ” (quoted by Frederick Gerhard in 

Jf0ning Creed of the World, p. 129). 
int °*i ûnS s*nce> Cassell and Co. published a work in tho 
to Christian missions, entitled Conquests of the Cross,
fro V uc*? wo havo referred above. Wo quote a few extracts 
fiviT ^l' 3 h°°k because they afford, from a Christian source, 
foil enC° ev^ eflects which have accompanied and
^ ‘‘.°Wed tho missionary failure : “  The British vessels 

bring out missionaries and Bibles to evangelize 
br rica> hr*ng also, and in far greater number, Enfields and 
Coo^hloaders, which convert the continent into a hell ” (p.

y Referring to New Zealand, we read : “  Thus does 
ion an^ cont,nuo t0 supply tho Maori, as she has over 
aafl6 iflnce sh° ma(IQ his acquaintance, with tho poison 
H i t  antidote— first gunpowder and the Bible, and now
f0otSV  an(I the blue ribbon....... the Pakeha set his fatal

°n their Bhores, and introduced alongside his heavenly

message loathsome vices entailing disease and death ” (pp. 
95, 97). Speaking of “ the pernicious liquor traffic that 
has been carried on under the flags of Christian nations,” 
the Rev. W. Allen, M.A., of the Church Missionary Society, 
gives the following details: “  The figures, as I ascertained 
them from the Custom House authorities at Sierra Leone, 
were sad enough, amounting to over 180,000 gallons in the 
year 1887, besides incalculable quantities entering the 
country to the north, duty free. But they are far worse 
in the Lagos colony, for the Hon. and Rev. James Johnson, 
who is a member of the Government and speaks with 
authority, has declared that the liquor imported into that 
colony amounts to 1,230,000 gallons annually. Frightful 
as that quantity is, it is far from surprising to one who 
has been in the interior, for during the eighteen days I 
spent in Lagos, on the river Ogun, and in Abbeokuta, gin 
and rum, or the cases and bottles which contained them, 
were constantly before my eyes. Large liquor-laden 
steamers lying at anchor; warehouses filled to repletion with 
liquid fire. I was told by one of the principal trading agents 
at Brass that 60,000 cases of gin, and half that quantity 
of rum, pass through Brass annually into the Niger terri
tory; and he thought a still larger quantity through
Akassa.......An English trader on the Manah River, to the
west of Liberia, told me that he himself sold 1,000 gallons 
of spirits to the natives every week” (pp. 521-2).

This is a specimen of how Christian missionaries seek to 
introduce and to spread the “  pure gospel ” among the “  poor 
heathens.” For this the poor at home are deprived of 
money that should be used to save them from starva
tion ; for this young children are deluded and made to 
subscribe to the missionary-box; for this a gigantic system 
of misrepresentation is maintained ; and for this truth and 
justice are sacrificed, in order to perpetuate one of the most 
glaring and fraudulent superstitions that ever disgraced 
the annals of human history. Charles W atts.

(  To be concluded.)

A M E N .

There is reason for believing that when good Christians 
drawl out “  Amen ” at tho end of their stupid prayers thoy 
aro unwittingly invoking tho name of an Egyptian deity, 
tho god Amen, whose name, liko that of nVP, was a solemn 
and mysterious one, just as when they bow to the East 
they continue sun-worship.

In the fine hymn to Amen-Ra, which Mr. Goodwin con
tributed to the second volume of Records of the Past, ho is 
thus invoked:—

“ lta adored in Aptu, high crowned in the house of 
the obelisk : King Ani, Lord of the now’moon festival: 
to whom tho sixth and seventh days aro festivals 
sacred : Sovereign of life, health, and strength, Lord of 
all the gods : who art visible in tho midst of the heaven :
ruler of men.....whose name is bidden from his creatures ;
in his name which is Amen.”

Tho name “  Amen ”  in Egyptian means secret, sacred, or 
hidden. It is a component part of the word “  Amenti,” the 
Egyptian Sheol or Hades. Of this Amen wo aro told in 
tho same hymn that he is “  The One maker of existences.
.......Tho Ono alono with many hands ; lying awake while
all men lie asleep, to seok out tho good of his creaturos.”

We know from the Tell-el-Amarna tablets that the 
Egyptians possessed Palestine long before Moses; while 
tho Harris Papyrus assures us that “  Ilameses erected in 
l ’hilistia a liamessoum to Amen in tho city of Kanaan ; a 
statue of the god was sot up in its holies in tho namo of 
tho king.” Here is record that the worship of Amen was 
established in Palestine in the time of Itameses, where also 
wo find traces of Egyptian worship as late as tho third 
century R c.*

Moses, the traditional lawgiver of tho Jews, is said to 
havo been brought up in the worship of Amen, which 
worship lasted till Greco-Roman times, being incorporated 
in that of Jupiter-Ammon.

Major-General Forlong, in his Rivers of Life, vol. i., 
p. 4GG, says :—

“ The Egyptians called the great creator by such 
names as...... Aum, Am, and Am On—that is, the

* Pattatine Exploration Quarterly SWement, April, 1&92, p. 173.
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sun in fertilizing beat, whose representative was the 
lingam. From Aura comes our Amen, the Hebrew Aman, 
a name given to Jehovah or Christ when rebuking 
those who are neither hot nor cold (Rev. i. 18; iii. 14).”

The esoteric meaning of Amen is found in Rosenroth’s 
Kabbalah Demdata, vol. i., p. 129, where it is identified 
with Jesod. The orthodox Rabbis, taking each letter for a 
word, say it means “  God the Faithful King.”

It is curious that AUM is the sacred word of both 
Brahmanists and Buddhists. Selig Korn, an able Jewish 
mythographist, who wrote under the name of Felix Nork, 
saw in this a proof of an underlying identity. This, in my 
judgment, is very dubious. Godfrey Higgins, too, in his 
learned, but rather out-of-date, Anacalypsis, goes largely 
into the connections of Aum, Om, On, etc., which deserve 
to be retraced in the light of modern philology.

It seems likely that the name of Amen came in as an 
oath among the Jews just because the name of Jahveh was 
prohibited; and the use of Adonai and Shaddai was equally 
forbidden. Jahveh himself swore frequently “ in his wrath.” 
In Isaiah Ixv. 16 our dishonest version says: “ He that 
sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth.” 
It should be, as the more honest Douay says, “  by the God 
Amen.” In Hebrew, Amen is now represented as standing 
for what is safe and- secure. The rendering, “  so be it,” is 
a tolerable approximation. But its early use, like its latest, 
is that of an exclamation. This makes it a mystery-word. 
Benaiah, after receiving instructions about the coronation 
of Solomon, replies : “  Amen ! Jahveh ! God of my lord 
the king say so too !” (1 Kings i. 36). So Jeremiah says 
to Hananiah : “  Amen ! Jahveh do so ” (Jeremiah xxvii. 
6). The Deuteronomist makes “  all the people ” say 
“  Amen ” to the recital of the twelve curses (Deut. xxvii. 
15-26). Nehemiah (v. 13) says the congregation pledged 
itself by a solemn Amen, or oath. The mystical word was 
doubled in tho formula for the poor suspected wife who had 
to drink the water of jealousy (Numbers v. 22) ;* and also 
in that with which the people solemnly accept the priestly 
law (Nehemiah viii. 6 ; see 1 Chronicles xvi. 36). We note 
in these instances that to invoke tho sacred name was in tho 
nature of an oath. “  Retail the people say Amen ” (Psalm 
cvi. 48) evidently means let them ratify it by a solemn 
appeal to the most sacred name.

Jesus, who says “ Swear not at all,” was thus continually 
swearing, since in all the passages translated “  verily ” it 
is tho word A/uv which is used in the Greek. John, as 
“  Abracadabra ” has recently pointed out (Freethinker, p. 
53), always doubles the formula, which the Synoptics keep 
single. He has Amen, Amen, twenty-five times ; they keep it 
singlo fifty-two times. “  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
the cock shall not crow till thou hast denied me thrice ” 
(John xiii. 38), put into tho vernacular, would be “  Swelp 
me bob,” or “  I call God to witness.” In 2 Corinthians i. 
20 Paul says : “  For how many soover be tho promises of 
God, in him is the yea ; wherefore through him is tho Amen, 
for glory unto God by us.” The real meaning of this 
“ clotted bosh” is, that Christ is tho ratification of the 
promises. When in tho Apocalypse he is called “ Am en” 
(iii. 14) it means, as tho following words show, “ tho 
faithful and true witness.” Tho conclusion I draw from 
tho continuance of this most ancient mystery-word in 
Christian liturgies is, that the Christian Church assimilated 
not only much of Judaism, but also remnants of the yet 
earlier Egyptian cult. Amen. Lucianus.

THE CREDIBILITY OF THE GOSPELS.

The Matter Common to the Synoptics.
One of the many proofs of the non-independence of the 
narratives in the Synoptics is to be found in the arrange
ment of tho circumstances recorded in two or in three of 
those Gospels. In considering this matter, it must be 
borne in mind that there were no written Gospels in Paul’s 
day, nor, as far as we know, in tho first century at all. 
Christian apologists, it is true, have the audacity to assert 
that the Synoptics were certainly written before tho siege 
of Jerusalem; but, as I have stated when dealing with 
Dean Farrar’s statement to this effect, there is not a scrap 
of evidence to support the assertion. The so-called pre

* This was evidently an anciont rito, and tho retention of old 
words in such ceremonies is notable.

diction of the destruction of the holy city cannot be shown 
to have been written before the occurrence of that event.

I will, however, assume, for the sake of argument, that 
the Synoptical Gospels came into existence fifty years 
after the death of Christ— say about the year 80 A.D.—• 
though there is no warrant for placing them at such an 
early date. The case, then, stands thus: That after the 
lapse of half a century three men sit down to write a 
biography of Jesus, including the sayings and doings 
ascribed to him during his short public ministry; that 
they accomplished this task, and that these three separate 
and independent accounts are the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. It is the alleged independence of these 
accounts we have now to test.

In looking through these “ histories,” the first matter 
that attracts our attention is the- arrangement of tho 
different events and circumstances. W e find, in the first 
place, that Matthew and Mark relate as many a3 seventy- 
five circumstances in exactly the same order. Next, we find 
that Mark and Luke narrate seventy-two circumstances in 
exactly the same order. Lastly, we find that Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, all three, record sixty events or circumstances 
in exactly the same order. Before commenting upon this 
remarkable fact, it may be well to note the circumstances 
mentioned in the same order by all threo Synoptics. 
These are the following :—

1 . Ministry of John the 
Baptist.

2. Baptism of Christ.
3. Temptation of Christ.
4. Christ goes to Galilee 

after John in prison.
5. Christ begins to teach in 

Galilee.
C. Healing a leper.
7. Healing a man sick of 

the palsy.
8. Call of Matthew or 

Levi.
9. Levi’s feast.
10. Discours« on fasting.
11 . Patching garments and 

bottles.
12. Disciples plucking corn 

on the Sabbath.
13. Healing a man with 

a withered hand.
14. Parable of tho Sower.
15. Herod believes Christ 

to be the Baptist.
16. Feeding five thousand 

persons.
17. Christ asks what men 

say of him.
18. Christ foretells his death 

and resurrection.
19. Taking up Cross to 

follow Christ.
20. T ransfiguration  of 

Christ.
21. Disciples unable to euro 

a demoniac.
22. Christ again foretells 

his death, etc.
23. Disciples contend who 

should be_ greatest.
24. Christ blesses little 

children.
25. Tho rich young man.
26. The camel and tho 

needle’s eye.
27. Reward for following 

Christ.
28. Christ again forotelTs 

his death, etc.
29. Healing a blind man 

near Jericho.
30. Two disciples sent fora 

colt.

31. Christ’s public entry 
into Jerusalem.

32. The cleansing of the 
temple.

33. Christ’s authority ques
tioned.

34. Parable of the Wicked 
Husbandmen.

35. Question of tribute to 
Cajsar.

36. Woman who had seven 
husbands.

37. How Christ was tho 
Son of David.

38. Warnings against tho 
Scribes and Pharisees.

39. Christ foretells destruc
tion of Jerusalem.

40. Priests take counsel 
against Christ.

41. Judas turns traitor.
42. Disciples sent to find a 

room.
43. Tho Passover and Last 

Supper.
44. Christ foretells Peter's 

denial.
45. Christ’s agony in Geth- 

semane.
46. Christ betrayed and 

made prisoner.
47. Christ before Caiaphas.
48. Peter's denial of Christ.
49. Christ before Pilate.
50. Jewsdemand thorclcasO 

of Barrabbas.
51. Simon bears the Cross-
52. Christ crucified.
53. Casting lots for Christ’s 

garments.
54. Christ mocked and re

viled.
55. Darkness all over the 

land.
56. Tho veil of the templo 

rent.
57. Tho testimony of the 

Centurion.
58. Women beholding afar 

off.
59. Joseph of Arirnathea.
60. Mary Magdalene at the 

sepulchre.

As already stated, Matthew, Mark, and Luke narrate all 
tho foregoing events in tho order hero given. To theso 
might bo added fifteen additional circumstances, omitted 
by Luke, which Matthew and Mark record in exactly tho 
same order ; also twelve other events, omitted by Matthew, 
which Mark and Luke givo in exactly the samo order.

Now, it is simply impossible that three independent 
writers could relato sixty undated and unlocated events or 
circumstances— tho majority of them only trifling incidents 
or anecdotes, having no connection with each other— in
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exactly the same order. To do this, the writers would 
have had to take notes at the time, which we know they 
did not. Mark and Luke, too, are not even said to have 
been witnesses of the matters they record; and the latter, 
we know from his Preface, did not live in apostolic times. 
A few of the events recorded, it is but fair to add, would 
naturally be placed before or after certain other events 
(though not immediately before or after)—eg., Jesus being 
brought before Pilate would precede the Crucifixion, ana 
Mary Magdalene at the sepulchre would follow that event, 
though there might be other circumstances recorded between 
them ; also Christ’s prediction that Peter should deny him 
would naturally be placed before (but not immediately before) 
the story of that denial. These may be admitted. But 
how comes it that all three Synoptists place the Call of 
Matthew after the healing a man sick of the palsy ; the 
Disciples plucking corn on the Sabbath after a discourse 
011 garments and bottles; the parablo of the Sower after 
the healing a man with a withered hand ; the Disciples 
unable to cast out a demon after tho Transfiguration; 
Christ blessing littlo children after the contention of the 
Disciples as to who should be the greatest; the story of 
the rich young man who declined to sell his goods and 
give the proceeds to the poor after Christ blessing little 
children; the question of giving tribute to Cmsar after the 
parable of the Wicked Husbandmen ; and all the other un
dated and unconnected circumstances in exactly the same 
order, from beginning to end ? ,

No three men sitting down to relate sixty or soventy 
Wiling incidents which had happened half a century 
before could by any possibility narrate them in exactly 
fhe same order, more especially when the majority of the 
Watters were of tho naturo of anecdotes, with nothing to 
show when or where they had occurred. What we are 
asked to believe amounts to nothing less than the follow
ing : Matthew is called into a room, and given a bag con
taining sixty billiard balls, and told to place them in six 
rows upon tho table. He does so, and is dismissed. A 
private mark is then put upon each ball to denote the 
order in which Matthew arranged them, and they are put 
hack into tho bag. Mark is next called in, and told to take 
the balls from the bag and place them in six rows upon the 
table. He does so, and retires. Tho balls aro then examined, 
aud it is found that Mark arranged them, of course by 
accident, in exactly the samo order as Matthew. 1 ho balls 
arc again placed in tho bag, and Luko is called in. That 
evangelist takes tho bag, empties the contents on tho table, 
and then, by instinct or intuition, picks out tho balls and 
places them one after the other in precisely the samo order 
as Matthew and Mark. Is there anyono with a particle of 
sense who could beliove in this identical arrangement of the 
halls in the circumstances mentioned 1 In the same way, 
n° ono who looks at the arrangement of tho events in the 
Synoptical Gospels, and who gives a momont’s considera
tion to tho matter, can boliovo thoso Gospols to bo indc- 
Pondcnt accounts. Thoy aro merely threo versions of a 
common pre-existing document, with sundry additions 
h'otn some other oxisting documents. And here wo aro 
’•gain reminded of tho statement in Luke’s Preface—that 
there wore “  many ” Gospels in existence before the Third 
t'ospel was written.

Dr. Sanday, who is perhaps tho highest living authority 
on the Gospels, in the “ Oxford IIouso Papers,” No. 9, says,
'!> speaking of “  tho different sources of tho Synoptic narra
tive ”

“ If that part of it which is common to all three 
Gospels carries with it tho most weight, it is not, as 
'Used to be thought, because wo havo hero three distinct 
sources, but because its presence in all three points to a 
single source oliler than them alt, and ono on which it 
Would seem that tbo primitive Church placed a sort of 
imprimatur."

Dflro it is admitted that tho Synoptical Gospels aro not 
' ' ‘dependent accounts of the ministry of Christ, but that 
r10 matter which is common to two or to three (which 
includes nearly thy wholo of tho Gospel of Mark) was 
c°Pied from an earlier Gospel. Matthew, Mark, and Luko 
^ ere thus merely compilers, who took .all the events and 
c'rcumstanccs they relate from pre existing writings ; con
tinently  -wo have not even their authority for the matters 
recordcd in their Gospels. These mattors were written by 
j'ome person or persons unknown, who lived before their 
'mo. Hence, it can be asserted without the smallest feat 

0 I’Mutation that nobody knows who first wrote the stories

in the Synoptics, nobody knows when they were written, 
and nobody knows where. All we can say with any 
certainty on the matter is, that they were unknown to 
Paul and the apostle John (the author of the Revelation), 
and must, therefore, have been fabricated in post-apostolic 
times. The three later editors, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
are thus pushed forward into the second century. Also, 
instead of the Synoptical stories carrying more weight 
because they are vouched for by no one, those stories for 
that very reason carry no weight at all.

A bracadabra.

RIVAL RELIGIONS IN JAPAN.

Buddhism and Christianity have come into deadly conflict 
in Japan. These two religious systems represent two 
distinct world-views. In Buddhism wo see the emphasis 
laid on tho idea of the whole, entirely distinct from tho 
idea of tho parts. In Christianity, on the other hand, the 
emphasis is laid on tho idea of human personality as the 
expression of the whole. The one regards ethical attributes 
to be entirely inapplicable to the nature of the ultimate 
reality, which lies back of this impermanent, finite exist
ence. The other looks upon ethical attributes as constitut
ing the very core and essence of the world-substance, and 
the full possession of those attributes by individuals as the 
only warrant for their immortal existence. The conflict is 
not between one native system and another foreign system, 
but between two distinct world-views, which are fighting 
for mastery, so to speak, within tho mind of the nation. 
For the Christian churches of Japan are now no longer a 
sort of foreign settlement in the midst of an unsympathetic 
community. They havo become naturalized, and the ideas 
they represent have powerful supporters in tho new litera
ture of tho country. Thus the conflict rages between 
Buddhistic pantheism on the ono hand, and Christian 
theism on the other— the one strong in its hold upon the 
masses, supported by the natural trend of native thought, 
itself the result of that teaching, and encouraged by tho 
unexpected aid it is receiving from a certain class of 
scientific thinking in tho W est; tho other is strong in its 
hold upon the ethical sense of the people, so ably trained 
by Confucianism, and is encouraged by the enthusiasm 
manifested by souls newly emancipated from tho fetters of 
pessimistic fatalism. On which sido shall tho victory bo ?

A  very noteworthy feature in tho whole movement ¡3 
that each sido is casting away its old armor of scholastic 
dogmatism, and coming forward to meet the other, clad in 
tho simple native attire of its own.* Tochango the figure, 
in each tho dogmatic superstructure is being battered clown 
by some of its own followers; for Higher Criticism has 
come into Japan, and is active both in the Christian and the 
Buddhistic communities. As a result, the essential truths 
of ono religion will be matched with tho essential truths of 
the other. What is yet more rcmarkablo is the fact that 
religious hatred and fanaticism aro gradually dying out, 
and friendly discussions and candid comparisons of views are 
taking tho pl.ico of mutual suspicion and angry disputations. 
The ono good effect of such impartial criticism will bo the 
clearer appreciation of the similarity, as well as the dis
similarity, between tho two opposing systems. Can it bo 
possible that, as the final outcome of these tendencies, some 
great mind will ariso who will present in a larger and 
deeper world-view than either a complete synthesis of the 
essential truths of both, and thus be a means of reconcilia
tion between tho thoistic West and tho pantheistic East ? 
Is such an outcomo altogether a fool’s dream, never to bo 
realized ? Or aro tho two views, on tho contrary, uttorly 
irreconcilable, and shall they finally divide tho field, to 
remain separato and distinct forovor 1

Tokiwo Yokio.
— International Journal of Ethics (Philadelphia).

“ Mary, don’t you want to bo a good little girl and go to 
heaven?” “ No, please, not until I’ve been to London.”

* A  very interesting movement has been going on for several 
years among tho younger Buddhists towards attempting a critical 
exposition of Buddhism. Thcro is, indeed, a great noed for Higher 
Criticism in Buddhism, and theso youngor men aro courageously 
initiating tho movement. Their official organ is the review called 
'J’he liudkio.
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THE LAW AND RELIGIOUS OPINION. statements of the Bible are found to be no longer deserving 
of credit 1

While the general trend of the Progressive movement is in 
the direction of putting new duties upon “  our grandmother, 
the State,” in promoting the material well-being of the 
people, it is well that we should be sometimes reminded that 
the State already exercises some functions of which it might 
well be relieved. Interference with the free expression of 
opinion on matters concerning religion is certainly one of 
these. We are glad, therefore, to see in the February 
number of the Free Review the first of a series of articles by 
Mr. Fredk. Verinder on the Blasphemy Laws. It is perhaps 
significant that the writer is a well-known Churchman, and 
that his work for the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws has 
been done in connection with a Church society—the Guild 
of St. Matthew—of which he has been for twenty years the 
honorary secretary. It will be news to many that it is still 
a legal offence, subject to the most vindictive penalties, “ for 
any person brought up as a Christian to deny the truth of 
Christianity, however respectfully.” Mr. Verinder quotes a 
recent judgment in the Court of Appeal for the fact that 
“ there are old Acts of Parliament still unrepealed under 
which unbelievers can be cruelly persecuted,” and shows 
how these old Acts, and still older dicta of the judges, have 
been used within the last twelve years to deprive a con
stituency of its constitutional rights, and to fetter the 
freedom of bequest. It is certainly not so generally known 
as it should be that “ the Blasphemy Laws embody the 
leading principles and imitate most of the methods of the 
criminal law against heresy which was administered by the 
Holy Inquisition.” No form of State patronage of religion 
is so offensive as the assumption that Christianity needs the 
support of the policeman and the gaoler against those who 
do not believe in its doctrines and have the courage to 
say so.

—The New Aye (edited by A. E. Fletcher, late editor 
o f the London “ Daily Chronicle ”).

A C I D  DR O P S .

A merican Churches are not over-scrupulous in the mean! 
they employ for raising the wind. Writing in the Forum, 
the Rev. W. B. Hale tells some of the things he has seen ir 
the newspaper reports of church functions: “ My eye i< 
caught by accounts of a Mock Town Meeting, a Pokei 
Party, a Fancy Dress Drill, a Tambourine Drill (irreverently 
described by the secular press as ‘ a winner’), a Dude Drill 
a Great Moral Dime Show (introducing McGinty, a dwarf 
and a petrified man), a Spider-web Party, a Mother Goose 
Market, and a Husking Bee. There are one or twe 
announcements of ‘ Gymnastic Exhibitions’ a n d ‘ Athletic 
Exhibitions, which I make bold to believe are euphemism* 
for sparring contests. It was in the Boston Herald of only 
a day or two ago that I recognized in the name, ‘ Ike Weir 
the Spider,’ committed to trial for brutal assault, that of a 
pugilist long disreputable, who has appeared ir’i my own 
town of Middlesboro’, Massachusetts, in a boxing-match 
which was a feature of a church fair. After having served 
his time, the Spider will be an even more attractive 
personage for churches.

Judge Roger A. Pryor, of the Supreme Court of New 
}ork , has denied a Jewish organization a certificate ol 
incorporation, because its annual moetintr was fivpH 
Sunday. The judge held that the holding of co rd a te  
meetings on Sunday was affronting the religious suscepti
bilities of Christians. It did not occur to him that holdinc
rrS ii”S ,o”K :.s,‘tar''‘y -*• •a™a°*

j ' ;----  — Engl and^ vj rear ness/ 7 m
Stead appears to regard the picture as historical, but it 
quite imaginary The Queen never gave a Bible to a 
African chief and never told him that the Bible was th 
secret of England’s greatness. The story has been offiriall 
denied ; but, as it serves the turn, it will no doubt continu 
to do service during the rest of Her Majesty’s reign!

Hie editor of the Review o f Reviews, writing on “ Th 
Higher Criticism and the B,ble,” s a y s T h e  result a 
which scholars such as Wellhausen, Cheyne, and Drive 
have arrived is by no means only of a negative khw 
It is as positive as the theory of evoluthm a , in 
comprehensible. And what it comes to is this: I „  the 
opinion the whole o the old mechanical theory /  
inspiration of he Bible has gone by the board, as complete! 
as the old mechanical theory of th« At n  ' , ,a six divs’ shift ” Whof ; .1 - , c,eatlon of tho world lr a six Hays shift. What is this but saying that the plait

Mr. Grant Allen is preparing for publication a book on 
The Evolution o f God. The New Aye is glad that Mr. Allen 
is not going to “ discuss the question of the existence of the 
Deity.” It forgets that the title of the book is itself 
Atheistic. How could there be an evolution of an infinite 
and eternal personality 1

The Reading Branch of that funny Society for Promoting 
Christianity among the Jews has just held its annual meet
ing. Several reverend gentlemen made glowing speeches,- 
and Dr. Ellis gave a beautiful report of his work in Russian 
Poland, where in eighteen years he had baptized _ 389 
Hebrews. He did not say how long he kept them. Besides, 
it is obvious that Poland is a long way from Reading. Why 
does not the Jew Conversion Society produce a few converts 
a little nearer home 1

The Vegetarian Society was started in 1847, and celebrates 
its Jubilee this year. One method of celebration is said in 
the Veyetarian Messenyer to be the issue of a work on the 
Biblical aspect of vegetarianism. It is easy enough for 
kreophagists to point to Jehovah as sanctioning roast meats 
and sacrifices, and to Jesus as partaking of fish and Pass- 
over lamb; but the vegetarian will not do his cause much 
good by pointing to Daniel. The Society would do better 
to confine themselves to the humane aspect of their teaching, 
instead of seeking to back it up by the Protestant fetish 
book.

A motion in favor of free education, brought before the 
Blackburn School Board by Mr. Hurley, of course met with 
strenuous opposition from the clerical party led by the Rev. 
Gordon Goe. Mr. Hurley’s motion was defeated, but it will 
not end there.

As the vicar of All Souls’, Brighton, was announcing an 
intended marriage, his curate got up and forbade the banns, 
on the ground that the man was a divorced person. What 
cheek these clericals have, to be sure ! Church of England 
clergymen are State officials, and the law is laid down for 
them by the State. All they have to do is to obey or clear 
out. That Brighton curate thinks the Church of England 
ought to be above the law of the land. So it might be if it 
would only support itself, instead of living on national 
revenues. In that case, however, its clergy would not 
marry people as they do now. The Church parson marries 
people, without the presence of the civil registrar, just 
because he is a public functionary.

Clericals are not always fond of “  charity ” when they do 
not boss the show themselves. The Cleethorpes Alexandria 
Hall Company recently gave a free tea to some two hundred 
poor inhabitants. A certain Primitive Methodist minister, 
who had been furnished with tickets for distribution, 
returned them all, on the ground that the tea was to bo 
given in a theatro and by a class of people associated with 
secular entertainments. Tho reverend gentleman evidently 
cares a great deal more about his own clerical business than 
about the pressing wants of the poor, for whom his motto 
seems to be “ No church, no tea.”

A woman, whose friends say she is suffering from religious 
mania, was seen walking over the frozen ground near St. 
Andrew’s Church, Rethune-rond, Stoke Newington, in tho 
costume of Eve, A policeman restored her to her friends.

What Christianity really is may be seen in the following 
cutting from the Irish Catholic: “  St. Anthony’s Brief (or 
Letter), which has touched a relic of tho true Cross, the veil 
of tho Blessed Virgin, and a relic of St. Anthony of Padua, 
printed on linen, together with a printed leallet, explaining 
the history and origin of tho Brief and Medal of St. Anthony, 
will be sent to all devout clients of St. Anthony who send 
their name and address with offering and petition (to be 
placed near Jesus in the Tabernacle) to tho Rev. Director. 
Those who wear the Brief with confidence obtain strength 
and courage in temptations, troubles, trials, and sickness. 
Our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIIL, grants one hundred days 
indulgence, once a day, to all who dovoutly wear the Brief 
and recite tho prayer to St. Anthony. ‘ If you wish for 
miracles,’ says St. Bonaventuro, ‘ invoke St. Anthony- 
Holy Mass will be said once a week for all who wear the 
miraculous Brief.”

It may bo said this is a private advertisement. Not so. 
Father Beale, the Rev. 1 tirector, quotes the Approbation e* 
His Eminence Cardinal Logue, Lord Primate of all Ireland, 
who says: “ Dear Father Beale,- 1 have great pleasure iu 
approving of your pious efforts to propagate devotion to O': 
Anthony of Pa.dua 11 is a devotion from which the faitbtu 
will be sure to reap rich fruits.”

American papers report tjiat Sankey, tho junirt who used
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i? Rfind out the hymn for the old firm of Moody and 
oankey, having gone broke in his old age, has gone back to 
revivalism, and isn’t making expenses at the game. Moody 
“ought 'land with his share of the loot, and is booming. 
A‘s°> the two old partners have established a life-long feud, 
a ch a te  each other just like two hardened sinners.—Sydney 
bulletin.

A backblocks (Queensland) town which had suffered from 
f1 three months’ drought was proposing to pray for rain. A 
ocal farmer, hearing of the proposition, wrote indignantly 
« j. t‘le Star in protest. “ Why, Mr. Editor,” ho wrote 

t got an acre and a half of wheat in just now, and if there 
as rain for the next few days, through them Pharisees 

p a y in g , the whole blame crop would be spoiled.”—Sydney

bouth Australians curse the present drought for more 
easonŝ  than one. All over the blighted land amateur 
ramatic companies are hurling The Curse o f Drink and 
*n Nights in a Bar-Room at unoffending citizens, who are 

preven ted from killing the performers because the proceeds 
re for the distressed farmers.” Why heaven has seen fit 

an ^he farmers’ cattle and wither the crops, and yet 
"Pares the amateur actor, is an inscrutable mystery.— 
Sydney Bulletin.

Mrs. Booth Clibborn, of the Salvation Army, recently 
, Ppeared before a well-to-do audience at Brussels dressed 
u sackcloth, and with ashes on her head. It is said that she 

juacie a great impression. Perhaps her husband will cap 
lls> and make a still greater impression, by adopting 
uother Bible costume—that in which David danced before 

the Ark.

j> Mle Christian World has an article on “ Public Money to 
. apists.” This is apropos of the contemplated Catholic 
fi niY1ersity for Ireland. Our contemporary points out that 

e Conscience Clause will really amount to nothing, because 
t!m lonely Protestant” will take in Romanism “ through 
tp6 i?°res-‘” Met the same journal is in favor of religious 
th pln£ in the Board schools of this country, and thinks 
n.e Conscience Clause quite good enough for the lonely non- 
jp ristian. Evidently the value of the Conscience Clause 

upon whether you give it to others, or have to make 
Use of it yourself.

Tr 1° g leafest ovil of Board schools,” says the Rev. F. C. 
d encn> “ is that they destroy the pastoral relations of the 

ergy with the children.” Precisely. The clergy cannot 
£ -t at the children as easily in the Board schools, and make 

e® profitable sheep for the clerical shepherd. At bottom 
c ® JQterest of the clergy in education is entirely pro- 

si°nal. It is a mere matter of self-interest.

on n'l •iIorton) the Hampstead preacher, has written a book 
list i r Cromwell: A Study in Religion. It is to bo pub- 
„ >ed about the end of March. We shall notico it when it 
\vV‘Vpar-‘S' Meanwbile, we venture to say that Oliver Crom- 
“ r .lmP°rtance as a great historical figure is not at all
Kenn 10US,” th o u g h  R is perhaps natural that clerical 
of OInon like Dr. Horton should seek to mako capital out 

uo fact that lie was a Christian.

first statue of Jesus Christ publicly erected in 
brit nd. is f°  be put up at Lady Henry Somerset’s Ine* 
Uot t tillage at Duxhurst. It will be in bronze, but has 
bitn ■ n m°delled from photographs, nor does it represent 

ln tho act of turning water into wine.

B0, V:re have been about 10,000 deaths from plague in 
n ’ay in excess of the average, and the famine has forced 
uullions to accept employment on relief works.

Uropi .^auifary Council at Constantinople has resolved to 
T il l ' Pilgrimages from India and Persia to Kherbela. 
Jj 8 the holy place about sixty miles from Bagdad, where 
Uaf i n  and Hassan, the sons of Ali, are buried, and which 

qJprite place of burial with many Indian sects, especially 
be ] . uites. It is the custom for wealthy Shiites bodies to 
are ai'̂  asi(ie until a caravan leaves for Kherbola. Tho dead 
SgrJ10"^  up in carpets, with large quantities of saffron to pre- 
aod 6 fljetn' Kherbela the bodies are buried, and carpets 

saffron are sold to European dealers.

l°v- Stopford A. Brooke, being interviewed by tho 
r,;ach ie’ ,says that “ Modern liberal theology seems to have 
'a<lv!0< ^ a t  point of negation from which there is no 
p i * * * ’ possible except into unbelief in God.” We are 

s°d to hear it, though we fear it is too good to bo true.

s*ys faring to Mark Twain’s last book, tho Literary World 
in A' J*e think the attempt to write a humorous diary 
pcifij 8„ character of Adam is an undertaking charged with 
bf;]a( ;. ” hy? (Surely the critic is not so intellectually 

et* as to believe in Adam as an historical character,

Where, then, does the “ peril ” come in 1 We wish the critic 
would explain.

The Rev. Mr. Haweis, lecturing at the Tyne Theatre, New
castle, made out that Garibaldi was a good Christian. Most 
people would think he was a curious Christian to become 
president of an Atheist Society. But Mr. Haweis is a 
curious kind of a Christian himself.

This is what Mrs. Besant says of the “ Great Teachers,” 
alias Mahatmas, of Theosophy : “ They do not argue, they 
proclaim; they do not discuss, they declare ; they do not 
reach their conclusions by logical processes.” Whoever 
thought they did 1 Mrs. Besant is simply “ proclaiming ” 
and “ declaring” what everybody knows. No one would 
ever think of accusing a Mahatma, or any Theosophist, of 
patronizing a logical process.

A  lady at a religious meeting in Aberdeenshire the other 
night, commenting on the want of tact displayed by some 
well-intentioned people, mentioned that recently one of her 
lady friends, while travelling in a railway carriage, was pre
sented by a fellow passenger with a tract on “ The Evils of 
Profane Swearing” !

A  parson who was very strong against the vice of swearing 
went to Palestine, and, as usual, found his donkey wouldn’t 
go. The dragoman told him he must yell, as he did, “  Yullah ” 
and “ Bismillah.” The man of God was surprised when he 
discovered that he had been cursing and swearing all through 
the Holy Land.

It is difficult to reach the bottom of orthodox imbecility, 
but we must be pretty near it in the recent volume of 
sermons by Dr. G. F. Pentecost, who tells of “ a little fair
haired boy of pprhaps eight years ’’ who told a congregation 
of two thousand people that he “ had been a Christian for 
a great many years.” This declaration “ set strong men 
and women weeping”—perhaps because they couldn’t laugh.

A South London curate’s wife rides a bicycle and calls on 
the parishioners in “ rationals”—at which the church 
members grumble. They never read of “  rationals,’’ or 
“ bikes ” either, in the Bible.

Christopher Crayon, of the Christian World, writes a 
long letter from Alexandria. It was there, he remarks, 
that the beautiful Hypatia was torn to pieces by “ an 
infuriated mob.” Prudence forbids him to say it was a 
Christian mob.

Tho Benefices Bill, in proposing to retire worn-out clergy 
compulsorilv touches clerical life upon a sensitive spot—its 
freehold. Tho Daily News says Church reform at the 
expense of the aged clergy has not an entirely pleasant 
look when it is remembered that the oft-denounced scandals 
of the sale of livings are absolutely ignored in the measure 
now projected. ____

The wide circulation of Tolstoi’s works in the Russian 
Empire has long been disquieting to the Holy Synod, which 
is at last bent on excommunicating him and them. His last 
work, The Kingdom of God is Within You, is especially ob
noxious, ns it dispenses with all external religion, even 
dependence on written revelation, and declares that, what
ever tho crimes of the people, there can be no crime equal 
to that of government itself. The established despotism of 
Russia and the established State Church which upholds it 
are tho greatest possible infamy. He denied that if the 
people were loft wholly to themselves they could ever com
mit crimes so abominable that the sun» of their evil would 
equal the. sum of tho wrong done by tho despotic Church 
and the tyrannical State of Russia. Since the publication 
of this work his family have been in constant alarm. His 
daughter recently said to a visitor : “ The approach of a 
slcdgo always excites us. Every minute wo fear that gen
darmes may come to take away our father.”

Tolstoi calls his doctrine Christianity. He insists on tho 
precepts of Christ as furnishing the only rules for the right 
government of human conduct. Yet he rejects the entire 
doctrinal framework of the Christian scheme of redemption, 
including original sin, atonement, the Trinity, and the 
divinity of Christ; and he has little faith in the immortality 
of tho soul. His religion is a religion of this world, based 
almost entiroly on terrestrial considerations. If he refers 
frequently to the teachings of Christ and accepts his precepts 
as tho rules which should govern human conduct, it is not 
because ho believes that Christ was God, but because he 
regards those precepts as a formal embodiment of the 
highest and noblest philosophy of life. Tolstoi has mixed 
some leaven of Freethought as well as much mysticism with 
the creed of his youth, and the result is not relished by the 
powers that be. ____

An ( Iklahomian anxiously asks : “ Is there any way by
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which Rev. Sam Small can be made to repay borrowed 
money V None that I know of. He is so devoid of shame 
as to care absolutely nothing for exposure, and judgments 
against him are quoted at 101 below par. If my corres
pondent could corner Sam with a stiff hickory club, he might 
prevail upon him to disCiVrge an honest d eb t; but the 
chances are that the modern Pecksniff would float out of the 
difficulty on a stream of penitential tears, tell an audience 
the same evening that he was being persecuted by the peons 
of the rum-power for Christ’s sake, then take up a collection. 
—Brann's “  Iconoclast.”

The great-grand-daughter of Benjamin Franklin was 
refused membership in a swell association some time ago on 
the ground that her illustrious ancestor “ was not a gentle
man, but a tradesman.” A “ gentleman ” or “ lady,” in the 
more or less valuable opinion of these immaculate idiots, is a 
person of wealth whose ancestors did not work. They claim 
to be ladies and gentlemen ; ergo, they are the lineal des
cendants of that pair of simians which God created when he 
made Adam and Eve to be our ancestors. They were per
fectly correct in deciding that the descendant of old Ben 
Franklin did not belong to a “ set ” whose “ genealogical 
tree” is full of cocoa-nuts. When they get to heaven they 
will refuse to associate with Christ Jesus because he was a 
carpenter, and turn up their patrician proboscides at 
Almighty God for having once worked in mud. “ The more 
fools the more fun.”—Brann's “  Iconoclast."

There is again talk of the purchase of Palestine from the 
Sultan by a Jewish syndicate, and of its reorganization as a 
Jewish principality. The Sultan wants cash, but Palestine 
is a Holy Land to Moslems as well as to the Jews, and 
Moslem feeling might revolt against it. The persecution 
of Jews in Russia has led to a large increase of immigration, 
chiefly to the holy c ity ; but it would be a mistake to suppose 
that Jews in general want to get back to Jerusalem. They 
are quite content that Palestine shall continue to be the 
land of promise.

Palestine was described in the old book as a land flowing 
with milk and honey. A more truthful description was that 
of Gibbon, who compared it in size and fertility to Wales. 
Worse than Wales, it has sea on one side and desert all 
around. Only most expensive irrigation works would make 
Palestine productive. At present it lives chiefly out of 
tourists.

Professor Lombroso gives the anthropological view of the 
Jew in the current number of To-Morrow. He says : “ By 
nature the Jew has a natural tenacity of purpose which is 
explicable, for only the strong, the energetic, could persist 
in the desire to remain Hebrews in the face of their terrible 
persecution. They had to mask their obstinacy under the 
cover of servility and ductility in order to resist; and hence 
there has been developed in the Jew that superficial adapta
bility which really only serves to emphasize the more his 
obstinate conservatism. Oppressed, forced to live in cities, 
shut out from active life, they have lost their traditional, 
historical qualities, that physical courage which was one of 
their salient characteristics. The Jews are no longer strong. 
Yet, nevertheless, no race resists disease so well. The conse
quence of this is that in body as well as in soul, morally as 
well as physically, they are the products of a natural selection 
that has gone on for oyer two thousand years, the most 
rigorous and the most painful to which human beings have 
ever been subjected. All that was too weak among them 
was eliminated by death or by baptism. As is but natural 
after such long ages of being treated as outcasts, when 
liberated they like to flaunt their wealth and ability. They 
love to prove that they are the equals, if not the superiors, 
of their oppressors, whom they greatly like to overreach.”

The Rev._ Dr. Wendte, of Oakland, California, one of the 
most prominent Unitarian ministers on the Pacific coast, 
has awakened something of a sensation by advocating some 
form of painless death for incurables. He reiterated liis 
belief in a sermon printed in the Ban Francisco Call, in the 
courso of which he said : “ But a step beyond establishing 
hospital wards is needed, and it is one which civilized 
society is ready to take. I refer to the humane disposal of 
those who are suffering needless and cruel tortures, and 
whose death is inevitable. Why seek, as now, to prolong 
their agonies 1 Why exhaust the resources of medical 
science to keep them in misery 1 Would it not be a more 
Christian act to put them gently out of pain ? We merci- 
fully end the life of a suffering horse or dog whose restora
tion is impossible. Shall we be less merciful to our human 
kind than to the brute creation ?”

A writer in City and State tells of a young reporter who 
asked a minister for the subject of his sermon, and was told 
that it was to be an exegesis of a certain passage of Scrip
ture. This is the way the reporter got i t : “ The Rev. Dr. 
Blank read an exceedingly able paper, and one entirely 
satisfactory to the company present, entitled ‘ Esce Jesus.’ '

Mrs. Bishop Wightman, of the Methodist Church South, 
has given to Bishop Hurst for the American University an 
autograph letter of John Wesley, written March 31, 1790, 
the closing of which is : “ As soon as possible you should put 
the Believers in Bands, and introduce ye whole Methodist 
Discipline. But, I pray, do not introduce slouched hats; 
let us not imitate Clowns or Quakers. Next to the Bible, I 
love Common Sense. Therefore, 1 would never be singular 
for singularity sake. I am, dear Billy, your affectionate 
Friend and Brother, J. Wesley. Beware of women.” _ The 
last words are as characteristic as Sam Weller senior s, 
“ Bevare of vidders.” Wesley had suffered. So had his wife.

Juage Snagge, at Northampton, when a witness was about 
to be sworn, described the kissing of the Testament as a 
dirty practice. He was surprised that the medical profession 
throughout the country did not revolt against it. He wished 
it to be understood that no witness in nis courts need kiss a 
dirty Testament which all manner of people had kissed. 
At the same time, he regarded the Scotch form of swearing 
as objectionable, on the ground that the oath contained 
words which he should not like people, especially in North
ampton, to repeat. Afterwards the witness was sworn on a 
book wrapped in clean paper. Judge Snagge, we suppose, 
did not think it necessary to remind Northampton that Mr. 
Bradlaugh had made it possible to affirm on all occasions.

The eleventh quarterly statement of the Palestine Explora
tion Fund, first issued to subscribers, has for its chief feature 
the report of Dr. F. J. Bliss on the dimensions of the pool of 
Siloam, which it is a hard task to make accord with the “ Siloam 
inscription.” Of course there is an urgent appeal for funds 
to carry on the work. ------

A genuine believer has appeared at Bolton in the person 
of Arthur Knowles. He has been brought before the 
Lunacy Commissioners. Evidence was given to the effect 
that Knowles, after joining the sect of faith-healers, became 
afflicted with religious mania, and did some extraordinary 
things. He poured his wines into the gutters, burned his 
cigars, prayed by the dead body of a child to bring it to 
life, roamed about the moors naked, ascended a hill without 
shoes or stockings to preach like Christ, and said he was the 
Savior. Mr. Knowles’s religion has brought him close to a 
lunatic asylum.

The Germans boast of their Sunday liberty, but a baker 
in Berlin has been indicted for the crime of playing worldly 
airs on the piano during church time. He informed the 

oliceman who heard the desecration that it was his wife’s 
irthday. But the officer insisted that the family must 

make merry to the tune of the “ Old Hundred,” “ In the 
Hour of Trial,” or of similar inspiring music. The baker, 
taking no notice of the warning, played “ Pop Goes the 
Weasel” and “ The Dude’s March,” and a summons w»3 
served. ------

Anyone desirous of acting as handy man to a generou 
man of God may jump at the following offer taken from the 
Church Times: “ A handy man wanted, with knowledge of 
gardening, who understands care of cow, pony, and liens, 
and is willing to do some work in house (boots, etc.). Must 
be regular communicant. Preference to one who will help 
in choir and play cricket : 14s. Gd. a week, with house and 
garden on Vicarage grounds ; lGs. to a married man whose 
wife would help one day a week in the Vicarage.”

There have been some lively scenes in the Lower House of 
Canterbury Convocation. The Bishop of Btepney, speaking 
on an amendment of Bishop Barry, pronounced the original 
motion to be plain and straightforward. Bishop Barry 
regarded this as a personal reflection on his amendment, and 
repudiated it with some warmth. The Bishop of Stepney, 
in replying, said he had been at many debates, but had 
never heard a more unfounded and unjust inference than 
the one Bishop Barry had choton to saddle on him.

The next day an amusing discussion arose on what, the 
Prolocutor said, was a serious matter—the theft of the 
Bishop of Dover’s greatcoat in the Church House when he 
was sitting on the Marriage Law Committee last November- 
The Bishop sent a postcard describing his coat as a goon 
one of rough cloth, with the cathedral keys in it, and asking 
any member who had taken it by mistake to return it. 1? 
was resolved that, as this was not the first time things ban 
been lost, the attention of the Secretary of the Church 
House should be directed to the matter.

The Truthseeker tells the following interesting story • 
“ The Rev. G. W. White, of Denver, had implicit confidence 
in prayer. When he found himself short of funds, both he 
and his wife fervently prayed heaven for a remittance- 
The next day ho had one hundred dollars, and the prayer 
theory seemed likely to receive new confirmation, until tn® 
minister was placed under arrest for rifling another roan3 
mail and diverting its pecuniary contents to his own end3- 
The untimely interference of the police robbed the mirad® 
of its moral effect.”
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Ur. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sunday, February 7, Manchester; subjects: 11, “ Earth, 
eaven, and Hell 3, “  The New Woman’s Bible 6.30, “  Colonel 
gcrsoll and American Liberalism.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

^•C harles Watts’s Lecturing Engagements.— February 7, 
Athenamm Hall, London; 14, Leicester ; 21, Liverpool; 23, 
r aisley ; 24, Greenock ; 25, M otherwell; 26, Dunoon; 28, 
Glasgow. April 4, Sheffield.— All communications for Mr. 
Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required, a stamped 
5P. addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, 
Unxton, London, S .W .
equlator.— I t is an absurd story. Thomas Paine never said he 
would give worlds if he could only destroy his Age o f  Reason. 
,,~]8 *s one of a multitude of orthodox lies about that great man.

L. L. G .,”  whose note you cut out and sent us from the Echo, 
„  Puts his initials to despicable rubbish. When a man says, 

the story is so likely that I  have no doubt of its truth,”  he 
shows himself utterly ignorant, or careless of the first principles 
°t evidence.
st'" ^'0LFREY (Arundel).— W rite to Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter- 

. "®et, London, E.C. Perhaps he could find you a customer.
— Kindly send orders in future to our publisher, R. 

order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C. Delay often arises when 
Loncl  ̂ ar°  S6nti *° ^ r' ^'oote’ w^ °  *a frequently absent from

®,0LLEY-— Many thanks. The Inebriates at Lady Somerset’s 
ulage would probably worship the statue if they thought it 

A Quid turn their water into whisky. 
j ‘ .£- R -— Thanks for cuttings.

Bain.— Delighted to hear from you as a recent convert from 
Raptist church to Froethought, largely through Mr. Cohen’s 

htluence. Thanks for the “  Providence and Good Instruments” 
think’ ^ 10 8uf|8*'anc0 ° f  ft recently appeared in the Free-

l̂eetiiorpes.— Thanks for cutting and your letter. You omitted 
j  j Ur signature by inadvertence, 
g  • W illiamson.— I n our next.

V ?: S .— (1) There is a Life of Richard Carlilo, written by G. J. 
. wyoake. You can probably get it from Mr. Forder. Read it 
to y° urself- W e are not at all concerned at this time of day 
(ij.^otradict slanders against Carlile by tho late Brewin Grant. 
Th n ^ oman method of disposing of the dead was cremation. 
j / 1® Christians adopted tho Jowish practico of burial, largely, 
r„_o°ubt, from a bolief in tho resurrection of the body. For this
ijl®8®1) tlioy burrowed under Romo and mado tho Catacombs 
j) j >8 all tho mystery. (3) Mr. Footo has never dobatod witl 

f- Jamioson of Glasgow. Ho regrets that Mr. W atts debater» 
hr; ]]HUCh a vulgar disputant, who considers personalities tho

-all and end-all of discussion. No good is dono to Freethought 
ny,? ncountors with such oppononts. (4) W e decline to take any 
ben°0 scurrilous paper you refer to. You ought to know
ravin!r t’̂ an affach tho slightest importance to its bombastic

Hav'I>Y’ *n sending a subscription to Mr. Foote’s Locturo Schome, 
boliovo it to bo a thoroughly good means of bringing 

; bethought before the pooplo in tho remotor districts, undor 
best auspicos, and at a much oarlior period than would bo 

A °Jerw i8o possible.”

^E(,(i" n° va*u0 now-
jj 'Ator.— T hanks. Always glad to rccoivo cuttings.
Kr„ I|‘v®kton.— I n duo courso.
^ ¿ --T h a n k s .

Vf' — W o saw tho Tit-Hits articlo on Lord Halsbury. It is
Ijar,'naccurato as far as Bradlaugh is concerned. Lord 
Rr 8,|Ury> Ihon Sir Hardingo GilFard, did not merely oppose 
Law p 6^ *n fho House of Commons ; ho prosocutod him in tho 

J, Courts for years, though at the finish ho was badly beaten. 
W ill try to find a corner.

241 2®TE’s Lecture Scheme.— Collection at Glasgow (January 
lOj H s. 7d .; G. Colquhoun, 10s.; Mr. Clink, 2s. 6d.; S. Brady,

Oty;wS - k— Received.
CorreL°  r• Footo’s lato return to London from tho North, sorao
few iSf)on<f°nco still stands over till noxt week, including tho 
repf>e0(tters re tho N .S .S . presidency. Tho difficulty with 
diti0n . bhese is that correspondents forget one of the con-

s baid down— namely, that tho personal olotnont of tho 
edq 1 should be eliminated ; and thus their letters must bo 
ov0tl boforo insertion. Praise of tho existing President, or 
Utter qnsuro, *8 quite beside tho point, although tho impulso to 
Win „ *“ may bo very natural. W o hope othor correspondents 

I V ^ u f ' y  boar this in mind.
^®ason̂ E~ KIVED.— People’s Nowspaper— Freidenkor— Torch of 
Lin0n, 'rfruthgoekor— New York Public Opinion— Lindsoy and 
Manei. .  r°  Star— Echo— Glasgow "Herald— Reforoo—Star—  
M0 ®8ter Guardian— Western Daily Mercury— Two W orlds—  
New Leader— Progressive Thinker— Philadelphia Ledger—
^atho]'°r x®u,‘ — Vegetarian Messenger— Southorn Cross— Irish 
¡^8toh v  Northern Daily Tolegraph— Nowcastlo Daily Nows 
£ > »o ,-\ OW8- C 0"8ott Chroniclo—Bolton Chronicle— Isle of Man 

1 dependent Pulpit— Free Review— Young Socialist—  
^ ‘ ttlo Candle.

Atheist (Liverpool).—You omitted to append your name and 
address.

The National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Yance.

Orders for literature should be sent to M r. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.O.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

I t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

Scale or A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6 d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— One inch, 
4s. 6d .; half column, £1 2s. 6d .; column, £ 2  5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

A ft e r  his Glasgow lectures Mr. Foote visited four places 
in the district. On Monday evening he lectured at Dunoon, 
being accompanied by Mr. D. Black, who took the chair. A 
snowstorm was raging, and it happened to be the night of 
the annual Burns celebration, so the audience was not as 
large as it might have been. There was a capital meeting, 
and a very sympathetic one, the next night at Paisley ; and 
another on the following evening at Greenock. The tour 
concluded with a visit on Thursday evening to Motherwell. 
Opposition, at least to Mr. Foote, seems to have died away 
at these places. However, the audiences have become more 
sympathetic, they contribute more to the collection, and 
they purchase more literature at the bookstall. These 
are better signs than silly “ discussion ” by orthodox 
ignoramuses.

Mr. Thomas MacLeish, Mr. D. Black, and Mr. T. Robert
son are very earnest in this propagandist work under the 
Lecture Scheme. One or more of them, sometimes all, 
accompany the lecturer from Glasgow, and assist in the 
business arrangements. It is impossible to speak too highly 
of the zeal they display. This is what our movement wants. 
Work is bound to bear fru it; it is harder than grumbling, 
but then it does infinitely more good.

Mr. Cohen goes over the same ground in the Glasgow 
district next week, and Mr. Watts at the end of the month. 
Mr. Foote’s Lecture Scheme is responsible for the lecturers’ 
expenses. All the local friends have to do is to pay for the 
hall and any necessary advertising, in which they are assisted 
by the collection. ____

Mr. Foote lectured at Liverpool on his way homo from 
Scotland. The uncomfortable wet weather was calculated 
to keep elderly and delicate people and ladies indoors. The 
audiences were therefore just a little below Mr. Foote’s 
average at Liverpool. But there was no lack of enthusiasm, 
especially at the evening meeting. To-day (February 7) 
Mr. Foote delivers three lectures in the Secular Hall, 
Manchester. ____

Despite the wretched weather last Sunday, Mr. Charles 
Watts had a good audience at the Athemcum Hall, 
Tottenham Court-road, when I1 0  lectured in the evening 
upon “ The Jowish Religion.” Captain Cross presided.

Mr. Watts again lectures at the Athemeum Hall this 
evening, Sunday, February 7, taking for his subject “ The 
Government and the Educational Problem.” Captain R. C. 
Adams, late president of the Canadian Secular Union, will 
take tho chair. The Captain is over hero on a visit, and 
wo hope he will receive a hearty reception this Sunday 
evening. He is the leading Secular exponent in Canada.

Colonel Ingersoll was evidently not exaggerating when ho 
told Mr. Footo that he had “ fully recovered.” We see by 
the Truthseeker (New York) that I1 0  was announced to speak 
at Boston on January 21, and shortly after at New York. 
By the way, tho Truth,seeker reproduces both Mr. Foote’s 
and Mr. Watts’s tributes to tho memory of Samuel Putnam.

We are pleased to see that tho Secular League at Washing
ton is very active in opposing the clericals who are trying 
to prevent newsboys from earning an honest living by selling 
papers on Sundays. ____

Mr. A. B. Moss is still active in the lecture field. He 
lectured on Sunday evening at Camberwell, to a very good 
audience, on “ The Morals of Evolution.”

The Glasgow “ saints ” held a very successful social on the 
31st ult. in commemoration of Paine and Burns. Short 
addresses were delivered by Messrs. Strathearn, Black, ana
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MacLeish, and a good program of vocal and instrumental 
music was gone through.

Arrangements have been made for Mr. Cohen to lecture 
at Law, near Carluke, on Thursday, the Hth. There are 
many Freethinkers in the district, who should make a point 
of assisting at the breaking of new ground.

Mrs. Mona Caird contributes to the February number of 
the South Place Magazine a memoir of the late Mathilde 
Blind.

The February number of the Free Review, which, we see, is 
going to change its title to that of the University Magazine 
and ‘Free Revietv, and be published by the University Press, 
1C John-street, Bedford-row, opens with a paper by Mr. F. 
Yerinder on “ The Blasphemy Laws.” Mr. Verinder holds 
that the mere presence on the statute-book of laws under 
which, in the words of Justice Stephen, “ it is an offence for 
any person brought up as a Christian to deny the truth of 
Christianity, however respectfully,” is a national disgrace. 
Mr. Verinder writes with knowledge and fairness on the 
Freethinker case, and quotes with effect from Professor 
Hunter’s able pamphlet. Mr. Robertson follows with a 
paper on “ The Tory Religion,” dealing especially with Mr. 
Balfour’s Foundations o f Belief- W. F. Sparrow writes on 
“ The Influence of the Newspaper Press,” and W. M. G. 
contributes a notable paper entitled “ Are we Insane ?” Dr. 
E. R. Grain writes on “ Justice in England,” instancing the 
cases of Mrs. Castle, Lady Scott and her accomplices, and 
others, as proof that there is one law for the rich and another 
for the poor. Major G. O. Warren reviews The Real History 
of Money Island, by Michael Fllirscheim, under the title of 
“ A Poor Book by a Rich Man.”

The defenders of Christian missions have not come very 
well out of a discussion on their merits which has been 
occupying the pages of the Lindsay and Lincolnshire Star. 
Mr. J. Cherry, of Barrow, has pretty well pulverized them 
from the Freethought standpoint.

The Torch o f Reason, the propagandist organ of the 
Secular Church of Oregon, reprints Mr. Foote’s account of 
the work of that organisation, under the heading of “ Good 
News from England.”

“ BEHOLD THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF THE 
LORD.”

“  I  am come to send fire on tho earth ; but what will I  do if it 
be already kindled !”— L uke xii. 49.

I USED to do a little in the way of preaching, and sometimes 
would be puzzled to tell which out of the many texts to 
take as the basis of my discourse; but, as I was viewing 
the blackened ruins of two of the largest churches in our 
beautiful city, I felt like preaching again. Well, several 
texts suitable for the occasion came rushing into my mind, 
and I select three for my present purpose.

1 . “  Come and behold the works of the Lord, what deso
lation he hath made in the earth.” Any man who could 
fail to make a good sermon out of such a text as that ought 
not to be dubbed D.D. Yes, verily, it is a sight more liko 
that of a city after the visit of a conquering warrior who 
had revenged the wrongs his peoplo had received at tho 
hands of those who owned the beautiful places ho had laid 
in ruins. If it had been an enemy that had done this, we 
would have put the police to hunt for the incendiary ; but, 
when wo find it to be, as David says, “ thou, mine own 
peculiar friend,’’ why, then our thoughts will take another 
direction. Now, these churches belonged to G od ; they 
were built purposely for him, and handed over to him in 
fee simple to avoid just taxation. Even now those ruined 
churches aro claimed to be God’s property. Well, is ho 
not a vigilant night watchman ? If, as is stated, he never 
slumbers nor sleeps, we may conclude that he saw when 
the fire first started. Why, then, if he is all-powerful, did 
he not prevent it destroying his own property 1 Oh, my 
Christian friend, it is of no use to say, “  God permitted it 
for some wise end.” It matters very little what end ho 
had in view. The text is very plain when it says that God 
did i t ; but do the people really believe that he did it 1 Not 
at all. They say it was either accidental or the work of an 
incendiary. But the inspired word proves in many places 
that it is on account of the sins of the people that God 
brings ruin and destruction. Are the members of these 
churches sinners who deserve punishment 1

2. “  Como and see tho works of G od ; he is terrible in 
his doings towards the children of men.” It is not to be

wondered at that God should lay in ruins a few churches, 
if we remember how he has laid waste many great countries. 
You have read how he laid waste Egypt, probably the 
first nation known in history. He turned the whole nation 
into mourning one night; then he ordered all the nations 
of Canaan to be slaughtered in cold blood— men, women, 
and children to be exterminated without mercy; and then, 
because they were not strong enough to carry out' tl®' 
infernal purpose, but lived on terms of amity with the 
peoples they could not subdue, he became mad, and drove 
them all into slavery. What, I ask, is the burning of a 
few churches in comparison with the destruction of whole 
nations 1

3. Then, thirdly, well may the people cry : “  0  God, 
why hast thou cast us off for ever ; why doth thine anger 
make against the sheep of the pasture ?” Why is all this 
desolation brought upon those who have often denied them
selves many little comforts, and who with cheerful hearts 
have given their hard-earned dollars to build or beautify 
God’s house 1 It is but reasonable that some cause should 
be shown. We have seen the ruinous effects. Let us 
examine ourselves and our conduct, and if we find we have 
been the cause of the destruction, let us humble ourselves 
and do better in the future. But if we cannot find the 
cause to be in the people, then we must own that there Is 
only one way by which it can be accounted for, and that 
is, that it is God’s own peculiar way of showing his love 
for his favored ones. For “  Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth,” and scourgeth them to make them love him 
all the more. Strange, yet so saith the Scriptures. It was 
stated that one of the Brooklyn Tabernacle trustees thanked 
God for burning it down, because they got the insurance 
money. Now, as it is said that our two burnt churches are 
to be rebuilt, I would strongly advise that they be heavily 
insured, and God will thus have a good opportunity 01 
really favoring his people, while appearing to chastize 
them; for we cannot suppose that ho will protect his off11 
people’s churches in the future better than in the past.

— Secular Thought. Edwakd PantoN.

HE PRAYED FOR THE WRONG LEG.

O n e  day Jamie was going into Machera Fair with his as3 
and cart to sell dishes ; and, just beforo entering the town, 
who should meet him but Father Gleeson and Peter TomolW* 
the shoemaker. Peter, seeing tho bad limp Jamie h»?> 
kindly inquired what he had done to get cured, when Jam1® 
confessed no had been at half the doctors in Ireland, and a*1 
to no purpose, for they had declared his a hopeless cas0; 
Says Peter: “ Have you tried the clargy'l” “ I have nob 
says Jamie. “ Troth,” says Peter, “ and you never had suctl 
a chance in your life, for here is Father Gleeson, that ha 
performed more cures than all the priests in Ireland ; an(j 
there’s more grace and mercy in a nod of his head than y°u 
would get in the body of a bishop. If you have no objection-3’ 
I’ll ask his raverence to do all ho can for you.” “ With il1 
my heart,” says Jamie, “ and if he stretches this leg t" 
length of the other, it’s myself that will pay him handsoinw 
for it.” So Jamie stopped tho beast at the first pubhc' 
house, and in they all went; and as Peter and his ravereD® 
had been teetotal all morning, it was not a hard job ““ 
advise them to take share of half-a-piut of Dunvill0 . 
So his raverence began to prepare Jamie by asking' 
“ Have you any money on you, Jamie?” Jamie: ,
wouldn’t fatten your raverenco all 1 have.” His ravorenc0̂  
“ Out with it, if it’s only a fourpenny piece ; for you kn® 
he that works at the altar must live by tho altar.” ® 
Jamie pulled the foot of an old stocking out, with thf0 
half-crowns in it, and handed it to his raverence. His ravf 
ence : “ Well, Jamie, do you think now that you have anyf®1, 
at all ?” Jamie : “ With God’s help and vours, I think I h»v 1 
your raverence.” His raverence : “  Well, then, go do* 
on your knees, and say your prayers earnestly, and I’ll c J 
what I can do for you." So Jamie prayed in English, 
his raverence prayed in Latin, while Peter cleared away tnf 
tables and chairs, and ordered another half-pint. At DjJ 
when his raverenco thought the miracle had time to ta 
place, he ordered Jamie to get up and walk to the other?1 
of the room, for there could bo no doubt he was all rhGj 
now ; and Jamie was of the same opiuion, for ho start 
with the greatest confidence ; but the first step landed h f 
right on the point of his noso, and Peter says he’ll ,Iieuef 
forget the unearthly yell ho gave as he looked up in Fat11, , 
Gleeson’s face, and declared by all tho saints in Irela° 0 
“ Your raverence has ruined me for life ; for bad luck to  ̂
but you have prayed for the wrong leg, for tho long on0 
at least three inches longer than when ! lay down.”
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CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM.

oslems boast that their converts from Christianity fully 
.lual or exceed those made from Islam. Certain it is that 
n Yjrica the Prophet of Arabia is extending his sway more 
apidly than he of Palestine. Professor A. Socin was 

gently asked by the editor of the Christliche Welt to give 
3 explanation of the non-success of Christianity with 

Moslems. He replied
“ A type of religious thought which, like Islam, is an 

absolute and complete fixture in itself is naturally very 
oilhcult to influence. It is also hard to deny that the 
characterof the Mohammedan religion is such as to satisfy 

real wants of the Orientals, and to do so in a very 
skilful w ay; and that, under existing circumstances, 
this religion actually is the most natural religion for 
these people. It is such because it represents the 
Principle of absolute authority. This is secured already 
Py an adaptation of the old Jewish metaphysical con
ception of an absolute monotheism. Allah is the 
fthsolute ruler of the universe, and acts in the manner 
?*• aP Oriental despot, doing what he wishes and because 
P® fishes it. Men are merely his slaves, and of them 
he demands a slavish obedience and submission. Allah 
bestows the good and the bad, fortune and misfortune, 
th accordance with his own arbitrary will. He has his 
0wn court and his favorite courtiers. He is the idealized 
ahd deified Oriental potentate, and Islam comes natural 
to the Oriental type of mind and thought.”
r°fessor Socin further remarked that “ Mohammed has 

*rid f Christian doctrines essential to the very elements 
the pP^hientals of faith. Thus, his decided rejection of 
me, ‘Vlnity °f Christ makes it impossible for the Moham- 
j  an)jproperly to appreciate the character and person of 

This, it will be noticed, is as much a reflection on 
Soc^ ran. Unitarians as on Moslems. With Professor 
W  (\S V*6W may k° contrasted that of J. W. Gambier in 

October’s Fortnightly Review. He says :—
. . The religion of Mohammed is perfectly suited to the 
. Cental. Nay, I will go farther, and say that it is 
^finitely better for him, infinitely more likely to pro- 

®uco peace and goodwill among the various creeds and 
aces which make up the heterogeneous hordes that 

^ t i t u t e  the Ottoman Empire, than Christianity, 
hen we talk of the horror of Mohammed’s teaching, or 

hly see the scimitar gleaming over the heads of his 
inverts, we forget that for every man that perished by 
iat weapon thousands havo passed under the swords 

, contending sects of Christians, have been racked, 
UrQt, murdered, and their homes laid waste.’

THE SOUL AT THE GATE OF HEAVEN ; OR, 
JUSTICE JAHVEH’S JUDGMENT.

T he Lord Justice Jahveh was'sitting in state,
In his Court in the golden-paved street;

And stationed on'guard at the principal gate 
Was the Saint, piscatorial Pete.

The soul of John Brown, who had recently died, 
Flew away to those Realms of the Blest.

“ Pray, open the gate, Mr. Peter,” it cried—
But old Peter was calmly at rest!

It lifted the knocker, and struck a loud blow,
And the pavement impatiently trod ;

The noise woke the sleeper, who cried, “ Half a mo’.” 
Then he shouted to Almighty God :

“ Outside of the Palace a Soul loudly knocks;
Shall I open and let it inside?”

“  No, no ; wait a bit,” said the crafty old fox,
“ For perhaps it has got to be fried.”

“ What ho ! there, Recorder, thou son of a gun,
Find its name in thy ponderous tome;

And tell me its creed, and each deed it has done,
In its far-off terrestrial home.”

The learned Recorder got down from his perch,
And he hastened to God with the book ;

He opened the volume, and started to search 
For the name of that spirit, or spook.

“ I’ve found it, your Lordship,” he murmured at last, 
And he hurriedly scanned the Report;

Then all of a sudden he started, aghast!
“ What is up ?” said the Boss of the Court.

“ I find,” said the learned Recorder, “ this man, 
While alive, was an infamous wretch ;

Recite all his crimes I’ll be hanged if I can,
It would take seven years at a stretch.”

“ A few I will mention—he swindled and thieved, 
And committed a murder as well” ;

Said Jahveh : “ To hear it I’m certainly grieved 
More than words in our language can tell.”

“ But surely,” said he, “ one good point you can find 
In his character—pass me the Book.”

(Of course the Lord merely said this as a blind,
For he’d ordaiDed the fate of that spook !)

The Lord took the volume, and turned to the end 
Of the learned Recorder’s Report;

“ Ha ! h a !” said Jehovah, “ I thought so, my friend; 
Why, this chap is just one of my sort.

„kittle
The Bible Beginning.

regarj  ,°f Genesis can be accepted as history. It must bo 
recon.7 . either as a combination and reflection of dim 
4brai[ 10n8 tribal history or of later events,
of the *5 ’ L ftac> anci Jac°b are but the incorporated forms 
of °!'* tribes. There are several reasons why the account 
?? hi«r& •ĉe *n Egypt and the Exodus cannot be regarded 
figypy rical facts, and one of them is the fact that in the 
13 bo r rec°rds that have thus far been discovered there 
lhe oA ^ en ce  to these occurrences, so that this portion of 

I1 testament must bo regarded as a reflection from a 
P o r t e r  time—the history of a subsequent period incor- 
°lnd t lufco the book of Exodus. The tablets of Amarna, 

Ale ti °n years ago and inscribed about 1500 n.c., or before 
Jot, 11 commonly assigned to the life of Moses, contain 
hooka the Israelitish history as found in the earlier
Lese 6 1 .the Old Testament. Hence we have to dismiss 
°f a PasM'f accounts as the legendary, imaginary pictures 
' ' / ‘i'Yjjjhfe.reconstructod in the light of much later times.

1 0. Toy.

Tb The Bible.
ff% o u sea! P°wor of the Bible lies in its expressing the 
t C(:<1 ,k development of an entire nation. Here may be 

a  °Ws 1 e.vojution of a tribal fetish to the guardian spirit 
pa in h u m in g  common descent; and that again, under 
u0t>ian p nc® of vast monarchies, liko the Egyptian, Baby- 
S ’ ®rsian, and Roman, broadening into claim of 

Monarchy for the god. So with the evolution of 
v  c°'m 13 Proininent stages of pastoral life, agriculture, 
lit^1 iru/rU!r'?(!> ° f  war> slavery, and polygamy, are there 
5 a n,, flous of nobler ideals; and thus its elasticity, 
^ Many 30̂  Wax> as Erasmus called it, makes it suitable to 
> f  (A *0 the anthropologist, its records, critically sifted, 
in°rm’s t>U° ’ *JU*' L can n0 longer Ire deemed the pivot of the 
A ihe o lii^ h t , any more than Jerusalem can bo placed, as 
aiv®fse . aii the centre of the world, the hub of the

• Footsteps o f the Past," p. 87,

“ I find he believed in the 1 One Crucified,’
In the paths of the pious ho trod;

Come, open the gate, Peter, open it wide—
You can give him a harp,” said God.

Ess J ay  B ee.

Miracles.
Of all the modes of evidence which ever were invented to 

obtain belief to any system or opinion to which the name of 
religion has been given, that of miracle, however successful 
the imposition may havo been, is the most inconsistent. 
For, in the first place, whenever recourse is had to show 
for the purpose of procuring that belief (for a miracle, 
under any idea of tho word, is a show), it implies a lame
ness or a weakness in the doctrine which is preached. 
And, in the second place, it is degrading the Almighty into 
the character of a showman, playing tricks to amuse and 
to make the people stare and wonder. It is also the 
most equivocal sort of ovidenco which can bo set u p ; for 
the belief is not to depend upon the thing called a miracle, 
but upon tho credit of the reporter who says that he saw 
i t ; and, therefore, the thing, were it true, would havo no 
better chance of being believed than if it wero a lie.— 
Thomas Paine.

Jahveh and Jesus.
While, however, there is an enormous improvement if we 

compare tho administration of human affairs by Jehovah 
{i.e., the Old Testament God) and by God {i.e., the God of 
the New Testement), there is nevertheless a blot upon the 
character of God {i.e., the God of the Now Testament) which 
sullices, if rigorously balanced against the failings of 
Jehovah, to outweigh them all. It is the eternity of the 
punishment which he inflicts in a future life. No amount 
of sophistry can over justify the creation of beings whose 
lives are to terminate in endless suffering.— Viscount 
Amberley, “ Analysis o f Religious Belief,” vol. ii., p. 371.
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THE ARITHMETIC OF ANIMALS. POGGIO AND TACITUS.

A Russian doctor named Timofieff has devoted much time 
to the counting capacity of animals. He declares that the 
crow is capable of counting as far as ten, and is in that 
respect superior to many tribes of men in Polynesia, who 
comprehend hardly anything of arithmetic. Dr. Timofieff’s 
own dog never buried several bones in one spot, but always 
hid each one away separately. One day his master pre- 
fented him with twenty-six large bones, which he im
mediately proceeded to bury in twenty-six different places. 
On the morrow Dr. Timofieff did not feed the animal at all. 
In the afternoon he let him into the garden, and watched 
him from a window. The dog set to work at once, and dug 
up ten of the bones. Then he stopped, seemed to reflect for 
a minute, and began digging again until he had found nine 
others. Here he stopped to consider as before, and then 
returned to work, scratching perseveringly until he had un
earthed six more bones. This seemed to satisfy him ; he sat 
down and began his dinner. Suddenly he raised his head, 
stopped eating, and looked around with a thoughtful air. 
Then, as if quite sure that he had forgotten something, he 
started up, trotted round the garden, found the twenty- 
sixth bone, and returned, with a look of satisfaction, to his 
meal. The doctor believed that the number twenty-six was 
too much for the canine mind to grasp, and that the dog had 
therefore divided the provender into three groups, counting 
t he bones in each lot separately; but that the mental process 
was so complicated that he had made a miscalculation, and 
rectified it only after prolonged reflection.

The same writer tells us that the cat is less expert in 
arithmetic than the dog, not being capable of counting 
farther than six. He used to hold a piece of meat to his 
cat’s nose and draw it away suddenly, always repeating the 
action five times before allowing the animal to take the 
morsel. Puss soon grew accustomed to the performance, 
and waited with dignity and calmness until the sixth offer 
was made, when she sprang up and seized the piece of meat 
with her teeth.

For some weeks the doctor repeated this experiment, and 
the cat did not make a single mistake. When, however, 
he tried to increase her knowledge by making four more 
approaches and retreats before letting her take the meat, 
she lost the count completely, and jumped at the wrong 
moment.

Proofs of the horse’s power of counting are even more 
curious. Dr. Timofieff mentions a peasant’s horso which, 
when ploughing, invariably stopped to rest after the 
twentieth furrow. It did not matter how long the field 
happened to be, nor how tired the animal might feel; it 
never stopped until the twentieth furrow had been made, 
and so exact was the count that the farmer could tell the 
number of furrows by noting how many times the horse had 
halted.

The Ne Plus Ultra o f  W ickedness.
John Stuart Mill, describing his father’s and his own anti- 

religious opinions, writes as follows: “ I have a hundred 
times heard him say that all ages and nations have repre
sented their Gods as wicked, in a constantly increasing pro
gression ; that mankind have gono od, adding trait after 
trait, till they reached the most perfect conception of 
wickedness that the human mind can devise, and have 
called this ‘ God,’ and prostrated themselves before it. Tho 
nr plus vltra of wickedness he considered to be embodied in 
what is commonly presented to mankind as tho creed of 
Christianity. Think (he used to say) of a being who could 
make a hell,” etc. And then J. S. Mill goes on : “ The time, 
I believe, is drawing near when this dreadful conception of 
an object of worship will no longer be identified with 
Christianity, and when all persons with any senso of moral 
good and evil will look upon it with the same indignation 
with which my father regarded it.”—“ Autobiography"p. 41.

Tho universal idea of the interposition of a personal 
agency in the most common concerns of every-day life, and 
the most ordinary natural processes inherited by the 
European, has become gradually discarded. As science by 
•successive efforts explains the sequence and changes in 
natural phenomena, so mysterious to ignorance, tho idea of 
personal agency becomes gradually eliminated, and driven 
further beyond the region of direct observation and experi
ence. And, as it escapes ordinary attention, the idea of a 
supernaturalism gradually fades from the recollection, and 
ceases materially to influence conduct.— Westminster Review.

It is idle to attribute the destruction of superstition to 
the Reformation. I’rotestants were as superstitious as 
Catholics.—Henry Thomas Buckle, “ Miscellaneous Works,” 
vol. i., p. 419.

The true heroes of life are often to l>e found among those 
on whose fearless advocacy of what they believe the world 
is making social war. Lord Bowen.

( See p. 66.)
My good friend, Mr. Forder, has pointed out to me'that 
there is much evidence in The Life o f Poggio Bracciolim, by 
the Rev. William Shepherd, first published in 1802, before 
there was any suspicion of Poggio being a forger, that he was 
engaged in some such business. Poggio’s correspondence 
shows that between 1422 and 1423 he was hesitating between 
a professorship and some literary enterprise. Ho_ finally 
decided upon the latter as more profitable. For this worK 
he required all ancient histories, geographies, etc. More- 
over, he was particularly anxious to get an MS. of Tacitus in 
Lombardic letters, and to get into communication with a 
skilful copyist. There is enough mystery to suggest that 
he was engaged on a magnificent forgery, and the mystery 
recurs at the time when the fragment containing the latter 
half of the Annals was on the point of being sold.

A likeness may, moreover, be drawn between the known 
character of Poggio and that revealed in the Ann(d)' 
Poggio, like Swift, was inspired by his antipathies, P, 
excels in abuse, and sees evil everywhere. Satire ana 
detraction come natural to him. He thinks virtue has n 
choice save retirement or martyrdom. He despised men n 
easily deceived, and hated learned rivals like Filelfo anfl 
Valla with vindictive malice. There is, moreover, a love o 
indecency seen in Poggio’s Facetiae, and in the stories o 
of Sabina Poppoe», Messalina, Silius, and the feasts u 
Nero. In all this the hand of the Italian, and not of ts 
Roman, is observed. The author of Agricola and German 
was a man of entirely different stamp. I

The author of Tacitus and Bracciolini was John WiP®? 
Ross ; and, though his case is perhaps weakened by a mult 
tude of questionable details, the work deserves mof 
examination than it has yet received. The same may6 
said of the work by M. Hochart. This scholar first di 
covered, by his study of the Life of Seneca (Etudes sur la * 
de Seneca), that the condition of things in Rome at tD 
time of Nero was quite other than that represented in tA 
Annals—for one thing, that the philosophical schools inspire 
a public opinion which was by no means without influen® ‘ 
Any such atrocities as those ascribed to Nero in his dealinf? 
with Christians would have created a strong feeling) 
we find that his popularity was undiminished. It must i> 
allowed that tho author of the Annals, whoever he was, *** ;
a great man. If historic fiction, it is not to be put on  ̂
level with Ben Hur, but rather with Quentin DurioardJjr 
it embodies a deal of actual history. J. M. ” •

Obituary.
A well-known and much-respected worker in the Ft*.®" 

thought cause has departed in the person of John Ed'*' 
Prumage, who died at Hastings on Thursday, Janu»’I
28, after much illness and prostration. Mr. Prumage 
born near Devonport on February 10, 1831, and ** 
brought up as a shipwright. At Pembroke ho heard lt° 
the pulpit of “ the Atheist Tom Paine,” which led hi]6 }, 
read Paine’s works for himself, with the usual result. A 
Mr. T. Dunbar Harris, a Freethinker still living, ho st»rt̂  
the first Mechanics’ Institute at Pembroke. Removing ^ 
Woolwich, in 1853, ho became the centro of a group6 , 
reformers, engaging halls for lecturers like Mr. Bradl®6®flj 
Mr. Hol.voake, and Mrs. Law. He was active, too, in »l6, f 
Garibaldi and Mazzini, and helped to form a local library . 
Freethinkers. At Woolwich Mr. Prumago occupied ||(, 
position of Inspector of Naval Shipwrights, and in 1 ^  y. 
was made foreman of tho entire stores at Portsmouth DuC(j| 
yard, a position of great responsibility, which he held un 0 

1891. Throughout his career he .¡r 
of Mr. Pradlaugh, who, when visi"rS,

liis retirement in 1891.
warm supporter of M (> jMturaagt^ wnvj wucti ^ 
Portsmouth, made his house his home. Many other lectuf - y 
and tho present writer, have often partaken of the hospi^Df 
of Mr. Prumago and his good wife. Mr. Prumage n® 
concealed his opinions, and his sturdy honesty gained * „ 
the respect of all who knew him. In t889 ho was planed  ̂
tho Portsmouth School Poard by 8,000 votes, without ^  
personal canvassing. He was a vice-president of ,t(,f 
N ational Secular Society, and upon coming to London 
his retirement was mado a member of the Organisa1,^ 
Committee. Of a generous, sensitive disposition, J 
Prumage was manly and straightforward in thought, j , 
and deed. Penevolence beamed from his over kindly.’* j 
Personally, 1 feel it an honor to have had the intimate fr* .rf 
ship of such a man. When with him and Mrs. Prut® 
just a week before his death we spoke of the report®6 ^ 
cantation of our mutual friend, “ Toby King.” I said tna.’„s 
with Mr. Pradlaugh, 1 was sure that his Freethought 
would give him the least concern. He agreed, and tb® 
in which he smiled showed this was a faithful rcilecti° 
his own views. In his last days Mr. Prumage had e 
attention that loving care could give, and lie passed 6 
peacefully. J. M. WheE ^

i
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B O O K  C H A T .

Kent?" ^ears a8°  the Rev. William Denton used to meet a 
of t f t an a*' the British Museum searching diligently folios 
said \r a^ ers anc  ̂° ^ er ^ cien t books. “ May I ask you,” 
hri ■ Renton one day, “ what work you are engaged in 
j Jlj’PS °nt 1” “  I !” was the reply; “  don’t you know who 
for D  ̂atn ^PurSeon’s man engaged in looking out stories 

ln books not generally read or familiar to the public.” 
* * *

¡laJ^e ^riter of “ The Red Page ” in the Bulletin, of Sydney, 
{L ,a ffesh, breezy style and original thoughts. He con- 
Prin * !Uraorously that literature is made on physiological 

and that a family doctor—who can point to one1)3 ’ a<1AU ullaiu c* laillLiy UUubUI-----WI1U Uctll pUlLIL LU Ullti

a tt-a?^ say. “ Scrofula !” to another, “ Eupepsia !” and to 
Cr̂ -lrc*’ “ Phthisis !”—should be easily the best of literary 
eiu,®3' . He has even invented some words using “ se ” when 

er >sbe” nr> “  is implied, and “ sis” for “ her” or “ his.”or
•fr ic tr

Th*(j/L Is cntic has been dealing with Mr. Clement Shorter’s 
b is Bronte and Her Circle, without gloves. The book

by the religious publishing house of Hodder and 
bom “ ?n, which is the recognized print-vehicle of parsons 

Ian Maclaren ” downwards, and which issues a
Scot y magazine, the Bookman, edited by Dr. Nicoll, a 
Hon, ®x_parson, to the main end of booming the publica- 
aCq .°‘  the firm and its parson-allies and evangelical 
¡J ^ ta n ce s . The Bookman began well, with a show of 
aQ(l J/| enof! i but latterly the twang of devotion to piety 
it j ;“ e publishers—or the publishers and piety—has sent 
r°ar ;? the regions of literary discredit, where Gladstone 
iirst-}jQ an<̂  '’be Nonconformist conscience mourneth for its

Th
ev«H°Kri^C no' cs that Mr. Shorter’s whitewash does not 
bronti ®ln '?  lna,be a white mark on the Rev. Patrick 
prolyl wb°_ virtually murdered his wife. lie  says : “ After 

six children in seven years, the poor tortured 
iixha\] °d horribly of cancer supervening on physical 
I'^rirl 7,n' ' n the intervals of her child-bearing, the Rev. 
a fit 0f 10rifh threw the babies’ colored shoes on the fire in 
fie wa [otnPer, or cut her silk dress into shreds; or, when 
pistol 8 i • a worse raf?c than usual, took to firing off the 
'(Joldii 'i0̂  night and day he kept constantly by him. 
Vorjg f s> neglect, tyranny, cruelty,’ are Wemyss Reid’s 
pfija y)r the conduct of the master : ‘ habitual dread ’ his 
aotuan *°r ' ' le attitude of the slave. And the clerical brute 
the r,  ̂ uPbraided her for having so many children ! If 
bfotit,001'- cr°aturo had turned and shot the Rev. Patrick 
tfiail [ Wlth his own pistol, she would have done rather less 
S s h e L  duty to herself and her children and humanity, 
bg • e only a woman, alas !—patient and uncomplain- 
a8ony np  as she fades lingeringly out of existence, in the 

.ot her cancer, we hear her asking gently now and 
r-]eanin°r be lifted up in bed that she might watch the nurse 
ckaa ¡A  'be grate—‘ because you clean it as we used to 

()f »> my old home in Cornwall.’ One feels keenly thel u‘Ut of f . V«'.ulu “ ‘-'lyo m  v u iu n a u . u u o  louio ivccuiji uuv
lje Süc, mith in God in circumstances like these. It would 
[fie n a consolation to believe in a deity who would toast 
fiityg k v- Patrick Brontë.” Charlotte Bronte is declared to

1 like her mother, a martyr to her sex.”
. B
. ever' *̂c°b, of the Bookman and British Weekly, who 
fipfisj I Stubbing in ecstasy among the “ Kailyard runts,” 
N ies* Pudyard Kipling “ no ear for the clash of spiritual 
a '-leticai] latovcr that may mean. It comes natural to 
I Vwp y-trained Scotsman to think concern for humanity 
[ft jjj energy. Nicoll even] finds Kipling “ tiresome.” 
JjU0y».[[ read again his recent stanzas on “ The Bell

They christonod my brothor of old—
And a saintly name ho boars—

Thoy gavo him his place to hold 
A t tho head of the belfry stairs,

Whero tho minster-tower stand 
And the breeding kestrels cry.

Would I change with my brothor a loaguo inland ?
(Shoal ! ’ Waro Shoal !) Not 1 1 

Thoro was never a priest to pray,
Thoro was nover a hand to toll,

Whon thoy made mo guard o’ tho bay,
And moored mo over the shoal.

I rock and I reel and I roll—
M y four great hammers ply—

Could I speak or be still at the Church’s will ?
(Shoal ! ’ Waro Shoal 1) N ot I.

Tf * M. it
[ 183%. n° 'b e  generally known that it was not until tho 

u'ufis arb^ben a new edition of tho Catalogue of Prohibited 
%VeVolufeare(b that the five works by Galileo, in which 
)wfieroJitl0n °I the earth round tho sun and her rotation

•fi axis were maintained, were expunged from the 
Index Expurgatorius ”1

1 Mr. Grant Allen has written an important study of the 
I origin of religion, which he has entitled The Evoliition of 

God. It will be published by the new firm of Grant Richards 
and Co., who issue Mr. Clodd’s Pioneers of Evolution.

*  *  *

The University Press (Limited) announce as just ready an 
important book, on Pseudo-Philosophy at the End of the Nine
teenth Century, being a review of “ An lrrationalist Trio”— 
Kidd, Drummond, and Balfour, by Hugh Mortimer Cecil. 
The preface states that the object of the volume is to show 
how these three modern champions of theology have 
fared in their attempts to capture the scientific fortress by 
the use of pseudo-scientific methods.

*  *  *

We have not seen part 1 of Annals o f Toil, by Morrison 
Davidson (London : William Reeves, 185 Fleet-street; Is.); 
but part 2 is an interesting account of important episodes 
in the real history of the people of England, from the 
Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 to the death of Lilburne the 
Leveller in 1049, dealing, of course, with the Rebellion of 
Cade, Protestantism and Pauperism, Ketts’ Rebellion, the 
Plunder of Trade Guilds, etc. Mr. Davidson’s view of 
Cromwell as a “ Liberticide ” and “ piously unscrupulous 
Man of Blood and Iron ’’ does not commend itself to us, 
though we sympathize with his fervent and effective plead
ing for the cause of the poor and the oppressed. A third 
part will conclude the useful series.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S ,

The minister preached from the familiar theme, “ Many 
are called, but few are chosen.” The youthful son and heir, 
who had had instilled into his mind the importance of 
remembering texts, announced it, with some dignity, at the 
Sunday afternoon dinner-table as follows : “ Many are cold, 
but few are frozen.”

Rev. Dr. Primrose—“ What made you stop praying for 
a bicycle 1” Bobbie—“ ’Cause I heard dad say I couldn’t 
have one.”

Rev. Dr. Primrose (who has been asked to stay to dinner 
—“ Do you know, my boy, why I am going to say grace!” 
Little Johnnie—“ It’s because you’re getting this dinner for 
nothing.”

Young man (holding up a string of brook trout)—“ Parson, 
we’ve called to present these trout to you.” Parson (a 
Presbyterian)—“ They are beauties. Thank you, boys ; 
thank you.” Young Man—“ But we should tell you that 
they were caught yesterday, Sunday.” Parson—“ Ah, well, 
I’ll take them. The fish are not to blame.”

In one of the rural districts a minister was invited to dine 
with a citizen who, though wealthy, furnished his table 
poorly. When they were seated the host said : “ Times air 
mighty tight, parson, an’ we ain’t got nothing much ter set 
before you, but, sich as it is, you air welcome. Will you ask 
a blessing on what you see 1” The parson, observing the 
scant repast, lifted up his voice and said : “ Lord, make us 
thankful for what we see, and may we be able to find it 
when we reach for it. Let it not escape us, and prove a 
snare and a delusion. Amen.”

Kind Shepherd—“ You don’t attend Sunday-school! 
Haven’t you been taught to pray to your Father in 
heaven!” Little Liza (suspiciously)—“ No. Muvver told 
us never to breave ’is name after ’e was ’ung.”

Scene—Sunday-school. The Doxology is explained. Small 
Boy—“ Teacher, ’ow do you spell that word 1” Teacher— 
“ Show mo how you have written it.” Result—“ Dogs’
Holiday.”

An examiner asked a Bible-lesson class to tell him what 
was the chief difference between Elisha and Elijah. After 
a pause a little lad held up his hand, and said : “  Please, sir, 
Elisha walked with God, but the carriage was sent for 
Elijah.”

How to  Help Us.
(1) Got your nowsagont to take a fow copies of the Freethinker and

try to sell them, guaranteeing to take tho copies that 
romain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in tho train, tho
car, or the omnibus.

14) Display, or get displayed, ono of our contents-shcets, which arc 
of a convenient size for the purposo. Mr. Forder will 
sond them on application

5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at 
public meetings, or among the audioncos around stroot- 
corner proachors.

(6) Got your nowsagont to exhibit the Freethinker in tho window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture N otice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W . ) : 7.30, 

0. Watts, “ The Government and the Educational Problem.” 
Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball’s 

Pond) : 7.15, T. Parris,11 Being Born Again” ; 8.45, Special meeting of 
members.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30 
A. Westcott, “  Pasteur : His Work and its Kesults”— lantern illustra
tions.

East London Ethical Society (Libra-road, Old Ford): 7, Felix 
Moscheles, “ Felix Mendelssohn, the Musician and the Man.” 

Kingsland : 12, Meeting at Bradlaugh Club and Institute— “ Work 
for the Doming Open-air Season.”

Loughton Debating Society, Public Hall, Loughton, Ersex : Feb 
9, at 7 45, F. J. Gould, “ Moral Training without Theologp.”

North London Ethical Society, Athenreum, Camden-road, N.W.: 
7, Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Religious Revolutions.”

North London Ethical Sunday School, Leighton Hall, Kentish 
Town: 11, Lesson by F. J. Gould. Children invited.

South London Ethical Society, Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell 
New-road : 11.15, Sunday-school. 7, Tom Mann, “ Moral Progress and 
Material Prosperity.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town H a ll) : 11.15, 
Dr. Stanton Coit, “ John Ruskin.”

West London Branch N.S.S. (“ Sun in Splendor,” Portobello-road, 
Notting Hill Gate) : February 9, at 9, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, A  lecture.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 3— weather permitting— H. P. 

Ward, “ An Appeal to Christians.”

COUNTRY.
Bristol Branch (Shepherd's H a ll): 7, A  discussion.
Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, A  reading. 
G l a s g o w  (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11 30, 2.30, and

6.30, C. Cohen.
Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): 6.30, A  lecture. 
L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, A  discussion—  

“ Weismannism.”
Manchester Secular H all (Rusholme-road, All Saints): G. W . 

Foote— 11, “ Earth, Heaven, and Hell” ; 3, “ The New Woman’s Bible” ;
6.30, “ Colonel Ingersoll and American Liberalism.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street): 
7, “ Manxland and it j Beauties ”— lantern illustrations and descriptive 
readings.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street): 
7, Business meeting; 7.30, W . Bowie, “ An Hour with the Microscope.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.— February 7, 

Glasgow.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E.— February 21, Leicester ; 
28, Bradlaugh Club. March 7, New Brompton. April 4, m., Hyde Park ; 
a., Harrow-road ; e., Hammersmith.

POSITIVISM.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.— Conversational meetings, open to all,
at Mr. Coates’s, 13 Derby-street, every Sunday, at 7.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr; Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
YOUR BABY W ON’T THRIVE,
YOUR BOY OR GIRL IS DELICATE,
YOU ARE ILL AND CAN’T GET WELL,
YOU WISH A SOUND BRAIN IN A  H EALTH Y BODY,

Consult DR. T .  R. ALLINSON,
4 SPANISH PLACE, MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W. 

Fee 10s. 6d. from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. To working classes, 5s., from 6 to 8 p.m.

Dr. Allinson cures without drugs or operations. He has 10,000 con
sultations yearly. Send 10s. for his “ Book of Health.”STANTON, the People s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 0d.: extraction, 
l l . ; painless by gas, 6s.

BALDWIN’S UNIGRAPHIC SHORTHAND-Eclipses
all other Systems for Brevity. Complete in Twelve Penny Parts. 

Part I., Litho. Now Ready, ljd. post free— P. W. Baldwin, C.M., 
Ashton-on-Ribble.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians. 
[Edited in conjunction with W . P. Ball.] Superior edition, 
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Jesus Insane? A  Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A  Story, id .
Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely re-written. 

(1) Creation Story, 2d .; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id .; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id .; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id .; 
(6) Lot’s W ife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8) The Wandering 
Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .; (10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A  Virgin 
Mother, Id .; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Crucifixion, 
Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ ? A  Reply to J. S. M ill. 2d.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d. 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A  Lio 

in Five Chapters. Id.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A  Reply

to General Booth. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Mageo on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d. 
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A  Candid Criticism. 2d. 
Secularism and Theosophy. A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d. 
The Shadow of the Sword. A  Moral and Statistical Essay on 

W ar. 2d.
The NewjCagliostro. An Open Lettor'to Madamo Blavatsky. 2d. 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER.
BY

G. W. F O O T E .
Contents

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
l ’aley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine
Jesus and the Wine Miracle
The Last Supper
Communion Port
The Two-Wine Theory
Religion and Intoxication
Religious Drinking in the Bible
Water-Drinking Heretics
Christianity and Mohammedanism
Church Drinks ,
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should he in the hands of every Freethinker for 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of the 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable. 

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecuttcr-stroet, E.C.

ATHEN7EUM HALL, 73 Tottenham Court-road, W.
A DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENT will be given in the above Hall 

on Tuesday, February 16, 1897, under the direction of Mrs. ¿HALLES 
Watts and Miss Edith M. Vanck, consisting of the following pro
gramme :— Pianoforte Solo ; Comedietta— “ A JOINT HOUSEHOLD” ; 
ILliad, Mr. Ridges; the Laughable Farce of “ BETSY B A K E R ” ; 
Ballad; and Quarrel and Screen Scenes from “ THE SCHOOL FOR 
SCANDAL.”

Mrs. Charles Watts will appear in the Comedietta, and as “ Lady 
Teazle," assisted by Miss Nowlan, Miss Annie Brown, Messrs. F 
Cotterell, James Geddee, Charles Watts, and others.

Doors open at 7.30, commence at 8. Tickets, reserved Is., unre
served 6d., can he obtained at 17 Johnson’s couit, Fleet street; of Miss 
Vance, 377 Strand ; and of Mr. H. Brown, 64 Patshull-road, Kentish 
Town, N W .
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48 Pages, beautifu lly printed and elegantly  
bound, price Sixpence,

TH E

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A CANDID CRITICISM

OF

Mr . WILSON B A R R E T T ’S P L A Y
BY

G.  W.  F O O T E

C o n t e n t s  :—
A Pious Play 
Blasphemous Abuse 
Melodrama 
“  Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality 
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
Tho Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
The Neronic Persecution
Tho Forged Passage in Tacitus : its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Ingersoll’s Works.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY EXAMINED FROM

A  RATIONALIST STANDPOINT. 64 pp., 6d., by post 7d.

THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPARED
W ITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d.

CHRISTIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND IN
FLUENOE. 4d., by pokt 5d.

SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE
3d., by post 4d.

AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIAN THEISM : WHICH
IS THE MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.

A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT’S “ TACTICS OF
INFIDELS.” 6d., by post 7d.

THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter to
the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post 2Jd.

THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL; OR
BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d., by post 4d.

EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d., by post
4d.

HAPPINESS IN HELL AND MISERY IN HEAVEN
3d., by post 4d.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d.
BIBLE M ORALITY: Its Teachings Shown to be Contra-

dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 8d., by post 3£d.
SECULARISM: ITS RELATION TO THE SOCIAL

PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 2Jd.

SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON, AND
IS IT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE W ANTS OF M ANKIND? 
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (Halifax, N.S.) and 
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake and 
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 
Is., by post Is. 2d.

IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE 1 Reply to
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d.

SAINTS AND SINNERS: WHICH ? 3d., by post 4d. 
WHY DO RIGHT? A Secularist’s Answer. 3d., by post 4d- 

London : Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

T H E  B E S T  B O O K
IN THREE VOLUMES.

p T^L. I,— Mistakes of Moses; Reply to Gladstone ; Rome or Reason ;
41th and Fact; God and Man; Dying Creed; The Ghosts; Great 

Futu 6 ’ and Miracle; Real Blasphemy; and The Hope of the

a IL — Defence of Freethought; Why I am an Agnostic; Clergy
tr® Common Sense; Do I Blaspheme? Marriage and Divorce; The 

“ *o ld  of Faith; Limits of Toleration; Art and Morality; God 
“,he State; Live Topics; Repairing the Idols; Truth of History ; 

d Social Salvation.
H I.— About the Holy Bible ; Oration on the Gods ; Walt 

lioi nan; I’a'no the Pioneer; Humanity's Debt to Paine; Love the 
of n i™er ’ Religion °f the F’uture; Breaking the Fetters ; Difficulties 
Murde ’ a ®’n ? Last Words on Suicide; and Christ and

^loth, (jilt, 3s. Gd. each. Each vol. can be had separately.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecuttcr-strect, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.
‘ “graphical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Agfsand 
Rations. Containing tho Lives of over 1600 Men and 
''omen of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

^ptsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Iteligion and Custom. 3s.

Bifte Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Llood Kites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch- 
2 ,.tj l ’rophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,

The Life ana \yritinga of Voltaire, is. paper; 2s. cloth.
Ocular Songs and Freethonght Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Batan> Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

CHEAP REMAINDEE.

Si^hVETUS AND CALVIN. A Study of an Important 
Vi*. Epoch in the Early History of the Reformation. Bv R. WlLLIs.

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IB, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or TH E  THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.B.

1G0 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in tloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post fret.

*t * In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
moot important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at one penny, poet free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribntion 1«. 
s dozen post free.

The National Reformer of 4 th September, 1892, says: "M r  Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost nnexceptionabla statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Mai thusian cause and to numan well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at tha 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dryidale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
Others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 
Other orders shonld be sent to ths author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE„ BERKS.

W. J. Rendell's “ Wife’s Friend’’
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law o f  Population, p. 32, aDd Dr. 
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made o n l y  at No. 16 Chadwell- 
street, Olerkenwell; 2a. per doz., poat free (reduction in large* 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
BEWAnE of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell & Go. ” and "  J. W. Rendall,” etc., being speciously 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look von Autograph Registered Trade Mark

in Red Ink on each Box, without which None are Genuine

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8s. 4d., 4s. 6d. 
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices post free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkanwell, E.C.
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GOTT’S
STOCKTAKING

SALE.

The Plain Truth Tells.— Once every year we do what we believe no other firm in the 
United Kingdom does—namely, we invite any customer who has bought goods from us 
during the previous 12 months, and who is not perfectly satisfied with the bargain, to send 
at once for compensation. We are ready once more to straighten up all cases of dissatis
faction. If any exist, send particulars at once.

B3? BARGAINS! BARGAINS!

LOT A 1 Melton Overcoat to measure, Black, Navy, or Brown. Send chest (over 
vest) and full length of sleeve measurements.

1 Melton Overcoat Length, any color; lTweed or Serge Suit Length,any color. 
4 All Wool Trouser Lengths in English, Scotch, or Irish, Tweed, Stripes, 

Mixture or Check.
1 Suit Length, any color ; 1 Dress Length, any color; 1 Lady’s Umbrella ; 

1 Gent’s Umbrella.
1 Overcoat or Suit Length, and 1 pair All Wool Blankets.
1 Dress Length, Linings and Buttons to match, and 1 Overcoat or Suit Length.
2 Pairs Trousers to measure (give length inside leg and waist measurement). 

Say lined or not.
1 Dress Length, Linings and Buttons to match, and 1 Pair Trousers to match.
3 Scotch Tweed Dress Lengths, all warranted pure wool, C yards each, double 

width.
G Sailor Suits to fit boys up to 8 years old.
1 Pair All Wool Blankets, l Pair Bed Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 Tablecloth.

2 Noted “ Bruno” Dress Lengths, any color, Linings and Buttons to match.
1 Bruno Dress Length, 2 Flannelette Nightdresses, 2 Chemises, 2 Pairs

Knickers, and 2 Skirts.
I Gent’s Scarboro’ Mackintosh. Give chest (over coat) and full length 

measurements.
1 Lady’s Fashionable Waterproof, latest design (give bust measurement and 

length at back).
1 Very fine Black Alpaca and 1 fine Black Serge Dress Length.
50 Yards really good Flannelette in 5 or less different colors.
3 Lady’s Beaver Jacket Lengths, Black, Navy, Brown, Fawn, Myrtle, o-i 

Peacock.
1 Irish Frieze, Double-brested Overcoat, good cloth and well finished.
1 Dress Length, 1 Jacket Length, I Umbrella, 1 Skirt, 1 Fur Necktie, 1 Apron,

1 Leather Belt.
1 Bundle of Remnants for Children’s Dresses.
1 Bundle of Remnants for Boys’ Suits.
1 Russian Bear Victoria-shaped Fur.
I Very fine West of England or Worsted Suit Length.
II Yards very fine Velveteen, in any color.
Parcel of Odds and Ends. All new goods, worth 40s.

B
C

E
F
G

H
I

J
K
L
M

N

P
a
R

s
T

u
V
w
X
Y
z

Any one of the above Parcels 21s. Carriage Paid.

Life o f
Charles Bradlaugh,

Value 7s.,
Sent free of cost to every 

person ordering 3 lots 
in one parcel.

Save Money.

J, W. GOTT, u n i o n i s t ., Bradford. W o return money in full, and pay carriage both ways, on any parcel that
fails to givo satisfaction.------Mr. John M. Robortson’s Famous Sories of
Papers for the People included in each parcel, free of cost.

Price 2d., by post 2ld.; yearly subscription, 2s. 8d.

T H E  L IT E R A R Y  G U ID E :
A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

Contents of N o. 8, February 1, 1897 :—
Mr. Edward Clodd’s Pioneers o f  Evolution.
A  Century of Controversy.
Harnack’s History o f Doyma.
European Thought in the Nineteenth Century.
Latter-day Theism.
Tho Pulpit of Reason.
A Convert to Rationalism.
Mr. Conway’s Paine.
A Rational View of tho Bible.
Random Jottings.
Our Library Shelves.—IV. I)r. Coupland’s “ Gain of Lifo.” 
Signs and Warnings (gleaned from tho Religious Press). 
Rationalism in tho Magazines.

*** Nos. 2 to 7 are still in  stock, post free Is. 5d. 

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Floot-street, E.C.

PR IC E  THREEPENCE.

THE SECULAR ALMANACK 
FOR 1897.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contents are :—Hamlet’s Last Words, by O. W. 
Foote ; Tho Glory of Unbelief, by C. W atts; Hospitals Not of 
Christian Origin, by J. M. Wheeler ; An Inspired Woman ; A 
Negro Sermon ; Anecdotes of Frodorick the Great j Job and Jah, 
by G. L. Mackenzie; Worship and Imagination, by W. Hoaford ; 
and Information concerning Freethought Work and Organization.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.
BT

G. W. FOOTE.
First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents :— Old Nick— Fire 111— Sky Pilots— Devil Dodgers— Fight
ing Spooks— Damned Sinners— Where is Hell?— Spurgeon and Hell—  
Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?— God in Japan—Stanley on Providence— Gone 
to God—Thank God— Judgment Day— Shelley’s Atheism— Long Faces 
— Our Father— Wait Till You Die—Dead Theology— Mr. Gladstone on 
DevilB— Huxley’s Mistake— The Gospel of Freethought— On Ridicule—  
Who are the Blasphemers ?— Christianity and Common Sense—The Lord 
of Hosts— Consecrating the Colors— Christmas in Holloway Gaol— Who 
Killed Christ?— Did Jesus Ascend?—The Rising Son?— St. Paul's 
Veracity— No Faith with Heretics— The Logic of Persecution— Luther 
and the Devil— Bible English— Living by Faith—Victor Hugo—  
Desecrating a Ohnrch—Walt Whitman—Tennyson and the Bible—  
Christ's Old Coat— Christ’s Coat, Number Two— Scotched, Not Slain— 
God-Making— God and the Weather— Miracles—A  Real Miracle—Jesus 
on Women— Paul on Women— Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth ), 2s. 6d.
Contents : —  Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’s Day—  

Professor Stokes on Immortality— Paul Bert— Converting a Corpse—  
Bradlaugh’s Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel- 
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