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ZOLA’S “  ROME ”  AND THE PAPAL BAN.

Zola, is undoubtedly a powerful writer. His admirers do 
turn an injustice in comparing him with Balzac, one of the 
sovereigns of literature. Nevertheless, he occupies a high 
position as a novelist and a critic, and his exclusion from 
the French Academy can only be regarded as a cheap 
sacrifice to the proprieties. Certainly he has taken the 
lullest liberty as a man of letters in dealing with social 
Phenomena, and some of his pages would look terrible in 
hteral English. But, for all that, we believe there is little 
sincerity even in the English outcry against him. Mr. 
yzetelly was imprisoned for publishing an English edition 
. some of Zola’s novels, but when the novelist himself 

visited London he was absolutely lionised, and stamped 
]vith the seal of respectability by the Lord Mayor’s hospi 
tabty at the Guildhall.

Zola’s later works have been little concerned with the 
sexual vices of society. He has entered into the field of 
Religion and sociology. In Lourdes he gave us a 'study of 
Catholic superstition in France at the end of the nineteenth 
c-tu ry , and of its conflict with the teachings of a sane 
Philosophy. In Rome he gives us a study of Catholicism 
at its imperial centre. The picture he draws of the Pope 
and the cardinals, and other members of the hierarchy, is 
hot flattering. He lets us behold the seamy side of the 
great Catholic business ; its ambitions, its intrigues, its 
hatreds, its avarice, and even its crimes. No wonder, 
therefore, his book is placed in the Index Expurgatorius, 
Vmich is almost a catalogue of the books which an intelligent 
hian ought to read. Zola’s name is in the Index with those 
ht Bacon, Descartes, Malebranche, Hobbes, Locke, Hume, 
jeibnitz, Mill, Hugo, Balzac, and a host of other great 

Writers. This is excellent company for any man to be in. 
«-hd as the Pope cannot kill him, or imprison him, or starve 
him, or do him any sort of real injury, Zola will probably 
regard his literary excommunication as a remarkably good 
ahd cheap advertisement. What people are told they must 
hot read is pretty sure to find a wide public, if it is only 
Accessible. Had nothing been said against those apples, 
Mother Eve’s curiosity would never have led to her expul- 
8ion from Paradise.

The cream of the joke is that the hero of Rome, the 
Abbé Pierre Froment, is introduced to us as visiting the 
eternal City for the purpose of appealing to the Pope 
Against his book being placed in the Index Expurgatorius. 
■the young priest, who has been cured of his Catholic 
superstitions by visiting Lourdes, has taken to charitable 
w°rk in Paris, and his mind is intensely occupied with the 
great social question. How is the misery of the poor to be 
remedied ? Certainly not (he thinks) without religion, 
y-Ideological dogmas must go, but belief in God and Immor
ality is indispensable. What if the Catholic Church could 
be brought to recognise this, to adjust itself to new develop
ments of thought, and to lead the great movement towards 
the social redemption of the people 1 Full of this idea, he 
frites a book called “ New Borne,” advocating such a policy. 
"Ut his book is denounced, it is under consideration by the 
proper authorities at Rome, and he goes there to appeal to 
rue Pope in person against its condemnation.

The simple-minded though intellectual French priest 
uuds the Pope nearly as inaccessible as the Mikado of 
,JaPan used to be in the old conservative days of that 
country. He is bandied about from pillar to post, and 
"men at last he does meet the representative of God on I 
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earth he is almost completely disillusioned. The ridiculous 
pomp of the cardinals, the general absence of spirituality, 
the imperviousness to all fresh ideas, force him in his own 
despite to see that he is chasing a chimera. Such a Borne 
could hardly head the new movement of the world, unless 
a miracle were wrought, and the age of miracles is past—• 
or rather, as Pierre knows very well, it never existed. The 
one cardinal who is open, sincere, and courageous protests 
against yielding an iota to the modern spirit. This is how 
the Cardinal Boccanera addresses Pierre on the subject of 
his book

“ Whosoever has given birth to scandal must stifle it 
and expiate it, even if he have to cut into his own flesh. 
The only duties of a priest are humility and obedience, 
the complete annihilation of self before the sovereign 
will of the Church. And, besides, why write at all 1 
For there is already rebellion in expressing an opinion 
of one’s own. It is always the temptation of the devil 
which puts a pen in an author’s hand. Why, then, 
incur the risk of being for ever damned by yielding to 
thé pride of intelligence and domination? Your book 
again, my dear son —your book is literature, literature !”

Pierre hears of the Pope’s industry and personal asceticism, 
to which Zola does full justice, in a spirit of high impartiality. 
But when he goes to a religious celebration at St. Peter’s, 
in honor of a big pilgrimage, especially from France, he 
sees the faithful, in a frenzy of zeal, stripping themselves of 
their valuables, as well as emptying their purses, and fling
ing them at the Pope’s feet. Afterwards he overhears a 
cardinal reckoning that the contributions amount to three 
million francs. And this is what the speaker says is done 
with them : —

“ Why, his Holiness is taking them to his room ; or, 
at least, is having them carried there before him. Didn’t 
you see two persons of his suite picking up everything 
and filling their pockets 1 And now his Holiness has 
shut himself up quite alone ; and if you could see 
him you would find him counting and recounting his 
treasure with cheerful care, ranging the rolls of gold in 
good order, slipping the bank notes into envelopes in 
equal quantities, and then putting everything away in 
hiding-places which are only known to himself.”

This was shocking enough to Pierre, but he is still more 
disgusted at the abject superstition he witnesses. The Pope 
is carried round on his chair, looking like an old idol, and 
receiving unbounded adoration as God’s deputy. A vivid 
description is given of the scene which ensues on Leo’s 
departure :—

“ But a signal was given, and Leo XIII. made haste 
to quit the throne and take his place in the cortège in 
order to return to his apartments. The Swiss Guards 
energetically thrust back the throng, seeking to open a 
way through the three halls. But at sight of his Holi
ness’s departure a lamentation arose and spread, a9 if 
Heaven’s gates had suddenly closed again and shut out 
those who had not yet been able to approach. What a 
frightful disappointment—to have beheld the living 
manifestation of the Deity, and to see it disappear before 
gaining salvation by just touching it ! So terrible 
became the scramble, so extraordinary the confusion, 
that the Swiss Guards were swept away. And ladies 
were seen to dart after the Pope, to drag themselves on 
all fours over the marble slabs and kiss his footprints 
and lap up the dust of his steps ! The tall dark lady 
suddenly fell at the edge of the platform, raised a 
loud shriek, and fainted ; and two gentlemen of the 
committee had to hold her so that she might not do 
herself an injury in the convulsions of the hysterical 
fit which had come upon her. Another, a plump blonde
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was wildly, desperately kissing one of the golden arms 
of the throne chair, on which the old man's poor bony 
elbow had just rested. And others, on seeing her, 
came to dispute possession, seized both arms, gilding, 
and velvet, and pressed their mouths to woodwork or 
upholstery, their bodies meanwhile shaking with their 
sobs. Force had to be employed in order to drag them 
away.’

Among the minor characters of the book is a Swiss 
relic-monger, Jules Laporte, who marries a rich Roman 
widow and becomes ennobled. The relics he sold to con
vents in France and Switzerland were manufactured by 
Jews out of mutton bones, yet they were signed and 
sealed by the most genuine authorities ; and the affair was 
afterwards hushed up because three prelates were impli
cated.

Two very different characters are the French servant, 
Yictorine, and an old Garibaldian, Count Orlando Prada. 
Victorine is very French in her scepticism and bonhomie. 
She does not like priests, and shrugs her shoulders at talk 
of a future life. “  Why live again 1” she asks. “ When 
one’s dead the best is to remain so and to sleep.” She had 
ever done her duty in her humble station, and Pierre, 
tortured by his own doubts, envied that “  well-balanced, 
healthy, ignorant creature.” His last thought of this 
good Frenchwoman on leaving Rome was one of admira
tion for her “ simple courage and great practical common 
sense.” For him she personified the whole “ unbelieving 
lowly class of France— those who no longer believe, 
and will believe never more.” Count Orlando Prada 
is a splendid old man, paralysed in his lower limbs, but 
preserving a wonderful vitality in his trunk and brain. 
He tells Pierre that Mazzini dreamed of the renovation 
of Christianity, but Garibaldi knew better. The new 
religion of a humanitarian Christ, and the pacification of 
the world by the Gospel, was a wild hope, an impossible 
dream—as Pierre himself eventually perceives.

One day, in the sanctum of Cardinal Sarno, long a 
secretary of the Propaganda, Pierre looks at a map of the 
world. The Catholic parts were indicated by a special 
color, and how small they were in comparison with the 
rest! Gazing at this map, Pierre is lost in reflection. 
Certain figures occur to his mind :—

“ Statistics showed that Rome’s uncontested dominion 
was limited to 200 millions of Apostolic and Roman 
Catholics ; whereas the schismatics of the East and the 
Reformation, if added together, already exceeded that 
number, and how small became the minority of the true 
believers when, besides the schismatics, one brought into 
line the 1,000 millions of infidels, who yet remained to 
be converted. The figures struck Pierre with a force 
which made him shudder. What ! there were 5 million 
Jews, nearly 200 million Mahommedans, more than 700 
million Brahmanists and Buddhists, without counting 
another 100 million pagans of divers creeds, the whole 
making 1,000 millions, and against these the Christians 
could marshal barely more than 400 millions, who were 
divided among themselves, ever in conflict, one half with 
Rome and the other half against her'! Was it possible 
that in 1,800 years Christianity had not proved vic
torious over even one-third of mankind, and that Rome, 
the eternal and all-powerful, only counted a sixth part 
of the nations among her subjects 1 Only one soul 
saved out of every six—how fearful was the dispro
portion ! However, the map spoke with brutal elo
quence : the red-tinted empire of Rome was but a 
speck when compared with the yellow-hued empire of 
the other gods—the endless countries which the Propa
ganda still had to conquer. And the question arose: 
How many centuries must elapse before the promises of 
the Christ were realised, before the whole world were 
gained to Christianity V

This train of thought is familiar to our readers, but it 
was novel to the French priest, and it gave a great shock 
to his remnant of faith. Another shock was experienced 
at the death-scene of Dario and Benedetta, the two char
acters who almost monopolise the love interest in Rome. 
Dario is killed by some poisoned figs, sent as a present 
by a vindictive priest to Cardinal Boccanera. Benedetta, 
under family pressure, had married a man she did not 
love, but refused to live with him. A  divorce suit was 
pending, and she hoped to be united to the man of her 
choice. But when Dario is dying, she laments that she 
obeyed the Virgin instead of Nature, and in frantic grief 
she dies beside her lover.

G. W. FOOTE.
( To be concluded.)

REAL AND NOMINAL CHRISTIANITY,

Irony is a two-edged sword, a self-dangerous weapon in 
the hands of a novice. Gibbon, who “ sapped a solemn 
creed with solemn sneer,” was a great master. Yet I 
have heard a Christian-evidence orator cite some of his 
most sarcastic sentences as testimony to the gospel. On 
the other hand, I have heard the passage in Josephus 
defended on the ground that, when he says “  if it be lawful 
to call him a man,” and “ this was the Christian,” he was 
using irony. In such cases we have only to know our 
author to he aware that, while Gibbon is frequently 
ironical, Josephus never is.

It sometimes happens that an argument adduced in all 
seriousness reads, in course of time, like mere irony. The 
younger Henry Dodwell, in his masterly Christianity Not 
Founded on Argument, only reproduced the reasonings of 
many schoolmen and divines. He saw that the anti- 
Rationalist arguments of Romanists really told for Deism. 
Similarly, Atheists may find, in the writings of theologians 
who argued against the Deists and against natural religion, 
as distinguished from revelation, many of their own 
strongest arguments. If the positions of many of the old 
defenders of orthodoxy were published for the first time 
to-day, they would be regarded as infidel sarcasms. The 
worst things I have been able to say in The Christian 
Doctrine of Hell against that belief are extracts from the 
writings of genuine believers.

Swift is our greatest satirist, yet his famous ironical 
Argument to Prove that the Abolition of Christianity in England 
may, as things now stand, be attended with some Inconvenience, 
is, from its mixture of the serious with the humorous, quite 
as powerful an argument against Christianity as for it. He 
says, for instance :—

“ I hope no reader imagines me so weak to stand up 
in the defence of real Christianity, such as used m 
primitive times (if we may believe the authors of those 
ages) to have an influence upon men’s beliefs and actions. 
To offer at the restoring of that would indeed be a wild 
project: it would be to dig up foundations; to destroy 
at one blow all the wit and half the learning of the 
kingdom ; to break the entire frame and constitution of 
things ; to ruin trade, extinguish arts and sciences, with 
the professors of them ; in short, to turn our courts, 
exchanges, and shops into deserts; and would be fun 
as absurd as the proposal of Horace, when he advises 
the Romans, all in a body, to leave their city, and seek 
a new seat in some remote part of the world, by way of 
a cure for the corruption of their manners.”

Here the Dean’s love of sarcasm has led him to sober 
truth. The late Archbishop Magee admitted as much 
when he said that on the principles of the Sermon of the 
Mount the State could not endure for a week.

Dean Swift proceeded to remark :—
“ Therefore, I think this caution was in itself alto

gether unnecessary (which I have inserted only t® 
prevent all possibility of cavilling), since every candid 
reader will easily understand my discourse to be 
intended only in defence of nominal Christianity, the 
other having been for some time wholly laid aside by 
general consent as utterly inconsistent with our present 
schemes of wealth and power.”

Yet it is these very schemes of wealth and power which 
have achieved the triumphs of civilization. If people had 
really believed that the world was soon coming to an end; 
if they had taken no thought for the morrow; if they were 
ready to cut off their right hands, or pluck out their eyes, 
if they offended; the world would have relapsed into 
barbarism. But, as Swift says, real Christianity has been 
for some time wholly laid aside by general consent. Those 
who profess and call themselves Christians never think ot 
acting up to the words of their God and Savior. They »re 
nominal Christians, and should a real one appear they 
would run him into a prison or a lunatic asylum.

Real Christianity— that is to say, the doctrine of J68,13 
Christ as revealed in the New Testament—is, whatever 
Protestant friends may think, of a decidedly monkish 
character. It takes no heed of the family, but exhorts to 
the resignation of father, mother, wife, children, bouses, 
and lands for the sake of religion, and with the expectation 
of the speedy end of the world. It regarded celibacy as tl 
higher state than marriage, and Jesus himself left no 
example either as father or citizen. The Gospel, as Strang 
pointed out, contains no word in favor of pacific politic1
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virtue, of patriotism, or the efficient discharge of civic 
obligations. The sentence, “ Give unto Csesar the things 
which are Caesar’s,” is but an evasion. The ethics of the 
Sermon of the Mount, where not common-place, are 
Anarchist and subversive of all law. Swift’s description, 
that it would turn our courts, exchanges, and shops into 
deserts, is scarcely an exaggeration. But who thinks of 
following Christ’s injunctions 1 Certainly not his so-called 
followers. Emerson asked : “  Where in all Christendom 
is the Christian 1” And echo answers : “  Where 1”

What we have to do with is nominal Christianity. With 
the possible exception of Count Tolstoi, who is regarded 
as a crank and heterodox Christian, where in all Christen
dom is the Christian who will give to him that asketh, and 
when robbed of his coat will freely offer his cloak also 1 
Men profess and call themselves Christians who own no 
part of the faith of Jesus, and who cut it down remorse
lessly to suit their own conventions. It has ever been the 
opprobrium of the pious that they give their lip-homage to 
God, and their real service to the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. If people would be honest with themselves, 
they would acknowledge, what their acts proclaim, that 
they regard Christianity as a failure. But they palter 
with their convictions, and, while openly disowning^ the 
plainest teaching of Christ, yet call themselves Christians. 
Jesus said, “  Swear not at all.” The Christian judge 
desires the Christian witness to swear. Jesus said, 
“  Resist not evil,” and we employ army, navy, and police 
that we may resist to the uttermost. Jesus exhorted his 
followers to pray in secret, and they employ thousands of 
priests to pray in public. He told them to sell all and 
give to the poor, and they accumulate as much as possible. 
In short, they treat Jesus as they would one insane. They 
assent to and endorse everything he utters, but they never 
intend to obey him. Christian morality is allowed to be 
°f superfine gloss, but it will neither wash nor wear. Its 
tnain purpose appears to be to engender hypocrites and 
preach to other people. J. M. W heeler.

Th e  REFORMATION: ITS VALUE AND ITS 
DEFECTS.

W hat is termed the Protestant Reformation forms an im
portant landmark in the history of the progress of human 
thought. While we are not prepared to fully endorse 
Ihomas Carlyle’s words, “ That the Reformation was a 
return to Truth and Reality, in opposition to Falsehood and 
Semblance,” we readily grant that it was a more advanced 
step towards greater mental freedom than had previously 
°otained. The expectations, however, that were formed 
of its power to revolutionize religious thought throughout 
the world were never realized, as many Protestants allege. 
I  he force which dealt a severe blow at the supremacy of 
-“■Oman Catholicism soon became exhausted, and what 
o^'ght have been, under different conditions, a practical 
reformation was reduced to a mere change of policy, 
which, in some respects, was no improvement at all. The 
h^rk t0 which the progressive tide reached in the sixteenth 
century is recorded in history as plainly as the action of 
the ever-moving sea is imprinted upon the rocks. As 
Buckle remarks, after a hundred and fifty years of religious 
yars, the countries in which they raged settled down 
thto the various creeds, “ which, in the essential point, have 
haver since been permanently altered.” For more than 
t^o hundred years “ all the great Catholic countries 
^Drained Catholic, all the great Protestant ones remained 
jrotestant.” He points out the common error “ of ascrib
e s  all modern enlightenment to the influence of Protes- 
fantism,” reminding his readers of “ the important fact 
lhat, until the enlightenment had begun, Protestantism 
Was never required” (vol. i., pp. 240-1).

It appears to us that the Reformation was the result of 
he expansion of the mind of man, who could no longer 

endure the unchanging creeds of the Middle Ages, with 
heir demand of unqualified submission of the intellect to 
heir manifold absurdities. It must be remembered that 

Dy the revival of learning at the Renaissance—and 
Specially by the invention of printing—a great impetus 
hd new momentum were imparted to the human mind, 

■fhe limits beyond which the Roman Church had for 
ceuturies prohibited any advance, on pain of the axe, the

rack, the dungeon, and the stake, were now overstepped 
by the aspiring, emancipated intellect. Those old land
marks of the limits of former inquiry were justly 
despised, as the memorials of barbarian ignorance; and 
an appeal was made from the dogmas of sacerdotal 
authority to human nature, human science, and human 
thought. The intellect again asserted its supremacy, as 
it had in former times in Greece and Rome. A  bright and 
radiant future was before i t ; it stood, as it were, upon an 
elevation from which it could take a wide and an en
lightened survey of the complicated interests of life. The 
master-spirits of the age soon proclaimed their deliverance 
from an irrational and degrading bondage ; they invited 
others to at once emancipate themselves from the degrading 
and mind-destroying superstitions of the theology of the 
Roman Church, and to assert their mental dignity and per
sonal freedom. The Reformation was the necessary outcome 
of the Renaissance, or Revival of Learning. It really meant 
a revolt from Rome, a rebellion against sacerdotalism, and 
the assertion before the world of the grand maxim that 
thought is free. As we shall presently see, this maxim 
was not consistently acted upon; that, however, does not 
alter the fact that the principle was acknowledged. The 
fault was in its non-application.

Lord Shaftesbury pronounced the Reformation to be a 
“  holy movement inspired by God.” If this were so, God 
selected strange and very questionable characters to 
initiate the movement. Luther was a believer in polygamy, 
a determined opponent of science, and a bitter persecutor 
of those who did not share his views. Earl Russell writes : 
“  The fault of Luther was that, in the very beginning of 
this mighty contest [the Reformation], he attempted to 
erect a new Church, to cover it with something like 
infallibility, and to defend it by persecution ” (History of 
the Christian Religion, p. 188). Ilallam says: “ We must 
not be misled by the idea that Luther contended for 
freedom of inquiry and boundless privilege of individual 
judgment.” Calvin, another of the Protestant reformers, 
was a bigot of the severest type. He is thus described by 
Earl Russell in his work already referred to (p. 242): “  In 
one character or the other he bent to his will the religious 
observances, the dress, the mode of arranging the hair, the 
number of dishes at feasts, the regulations for weddings, 
the jests and idle talk, the belief and the behavior of all 
the citizens of Geneva. The wife of the captain of the 
town, who was found guilty of dancing at a wedding, was 
sent to the common prison with prostitutes and thieves. 
The gaols were occupied to such an extent that in March, 
1545, the gaoler reported that the prisons were full and 
could hold no more. In the four years from 1542 to 1546 
fifty-eight persons in that small community were sentenced 
to death, and seventy-six to exile. The imaginary offence 
of witchcraft was subjected to capital punishment, and in 
three months thirty-four miserable beings were executed 
for that unreal crime. Calvin’s health was bad, his temper 
was irritable; he punished heterodoxy, he punished 
irreligion, he punished adultery with death, and dancing 
with imprisonment. But of all his acts of cruelty the 
execution of Servetus was the most inhuman.”

Knox, in his famous prayer, asked God to “  send the 
bloodthirsty Catholics down to hell and Henry VIII. 
was a hypocrite, a plunderer, and a murderer. We submit 
that these men were not calculated to reform the world; 
their usefulness was impaired by their theological pro
clivities and the narrow and bigoted views they entertained 
upon religious questions. True reformation h'as been 
secured through the inculcation of secular philosophy, and 
the application of the teachings of modern science ; and to 
both of these progressive agencies the leaders of the 
Reformation were opposed. Dr. Andrew White, in his 
Warfare of Science, shows how both Luther and Melanchthon 
were antagonistic to the Copernican discoveries in astro
nomy. “ Justice,” says he, “ compels me to say that the 
founders of Protestantism were no less zealous [than the 
Catholics] against the new scientific doctrine ” (p. 30).

Of course, the Reformation had its advantages, but it was 
the secular, not the religious, spirit of the movement that 
made it valuable. Whatever tends to lessen superstition 
and to encourage freedom of thought is a boon to the 
human race. Now, the Reformation, being a heretical 
movement, did this; it was a protest against priestly 
dictation, and a vindication, in theory at least, of the right 
of individual thought and action ; it favored the separation 
of morals and politics from theology, and it brought
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scepticism face to face with ecclesiastical authority, and 
this was followed by the breaking up of the compact 
power of the Church. The scepticism of the Reformation 
caused the recognition of the rights of free speech, the 
liberty of the press, the expansion of our educational 
system, and, above all, it secured the right to dissent from 
the national religion. As Thomas Henry Buckle puts i t : 
“ The increase of scepticism stimulated curiosity, and 
the diffusion of education supplied the means of grati
fying it. Hence we find that one of the leading charac
teristics of the eighteenth century, and one which pre
eminently distinguished it from all that preceded, was a 
craving after knowledge on the part of those classes from 
whom knowledge had hitherto been shut out.” Buckle 
then enumerates many advantages which were derived 
from the sceptical influences which followed the epoch of 
the Reformation (vol. i., pp. 392-5). These advantages 
were: The establishment of schools for the general 
masses; newspapers and circulating libraries; the exten
sion of the art of printing to the country towns ; the popu
larizing of the sciences; the formation of reading clubs 
and debating societies; and these were “  followed by a 
still bolder innovation, for in 1769 there was held the 
first public meeting ever assembled in England—the first 
in which it was attempted to enlighten Englishmen respect
ing their political rights.” Thus the principal advantages 
arising from the Reformation were secular in character. 
The Freethought hall was set rolling, and, like a snowball, 
it has gathered as it has gone along, until now its dimen
sions are so great that the Church itself cannot resist its 
power.

In our estimation, one of the greatest results of the Re- 
formationwas the split up of the Christian body into many 
sects. These divisions were favorable to the demands of 
Freethought, inasmuch as they lessened the strength which 
cohesion secures. When certain persons fall out, it is said, 
honest men get their due. The various sects, having to 
fight for their own rights, have less time and less inclina
tion to seek to deprive others of theirs. Not only has the 
National Protestant Church to encounter the antagonism 
of the many dissenting sects, but it has to deal with 
divisions in its own fold. There are members of the 
“ Low Church,” who are intolerant of all phases of doubt; 
there are members of the “ Broad Church,” upon whom 
their religion sits but lightly; and there are the members 
of the “ High Church,” who dislike all science, and who 
pander to masculine emotion and feminine weakness. 
Between the latter Protestants and Roman Catholics but 
little difference exists. They are termed Ritualists, and 
these have been thus humorously described :—

W hat is a Ritualist ? Ah ! there we find 
A  question, but no answer to our mind.
He is no P ap ist; to the creed and name 
Of Anglican divine he puts his claim.
And yet no Protestant; his acts deny
The faith to which such name we should apply.
“  To be or not to be ?” he seems to ask 
(And finds the problem no easy task) ;
Whether ’tis better to espouse the cause 
Of Rome, or bow to orthodoxy’s laws.
Perplexed, he gazes where a gulf divides 
Two different and antagonistic sides.
Firm to the one his principles prevail,
His wishes follow the opposing scale ;
He’d be a Papist, but the mighty force 
Of duty stern forbids so bold a course ;
In short, between the two he makes his way 
Like the proverbial ass amid the hay.

Charles W atts.
{To he concluded.)

The huge Papal system, built on fraud, plunder, and 
oppression, cemented with the blood of thinkers and 
discoverers, maintained in awe-inspiring grandeur by the 
sweat of enslaved toilers, strove to subdue the nations of 
the earth. The Pope ruled Europe; the Curia increased in 
affluence, and became more despotic in proportion to the 
growth of cringing pietism and the subversion of the 
intellect. One idea—aggrandizement—has always been the 
motor, the characteristic of the Roman Church.—Geoffrey 
Mortimer, in “ The Free Review."

Many innocent and harmless people have so much 
intellectual cowardice that they dare not reason about 
those things which they are directed by their priests to 
believe.—Danvin.

KIPLING’S LITTLE TRACT.

smartsome extremely
He is, of

Rudyard  K ipling has written 
little stories. Also some very silly ones, 
course, proudest of the most puerile of his performances. 
Who ever knew an author who was not l Or, at least, 
affected to he. There is a well-known instance— “ but that 
is another story.” From which it will be seen that I have 
been re-reading the Plain Tales from the Hills, and, besides 
having caught for the moment the “ snappy, jerky, pyr0" 
technic style ” of which James Payn speaks with so much 
distaste, have been weighing up once more the varying 
merit of that popular collection of Anglo-Indian sketches.

Mr. Kipling was christened, as the public have been 
told, after the very pretty Moorland lake near Leek, which, 
by the way, I have no doubt is looking its best during the 
present summer season. That lake has peculiarly pleasant 
associations for many of the older Freethinkers of North 
Staffordshire and Cheshire, who, years ago, used to pic-nic 
in its picturesque vicinity. At that time Rudyard Kipling 
was unknown, and none of us, I am sure, had any antici
pation that there would arise an author named after our 
favorite resort who would write such a gratuitously offen
sive little story as The Conversion o f A  urelian McGoggins.

He says : “ This is not a tale exactly. It is a tract, and 
I am immensely proud of it. Making a tract is a feat. 
Well, perhaps this a feat in Mr. Kipling’s estimation, but, 
in the opinion of most people, other than bigoted Christian 
believers, the story is rather a poor achievement to be 
proud of. . ..

The author, you may remember, describes a young Civil 
servant who is sent out by the Government to an Indian 
district, and who, in the course of a conversion in one ot 
the clubs, is suddenly, to the theatrical accompaniment ot 
lightning, seized with aphasia—a temporary paralysis ot 
speech and memory. This is an idea which a really clever 
story-teller like Grant Allen would have worked out with 
artistic effect. ButEudyard Kipling must make it into a 
tract. So he describes the official as a clever, a brilliantly 
clever, young fellow, whose cleverness works the wrong 
way. This is in consequence of his having “  read some 
hooks written by a man called Comte, I think, and a man 
called Spencer,” and he goes out to India with a rarefied 
religion over and above his work.

“ It was not much of a creed,” says Kipling; “ it 
proved that men had no souls, and there was no God and 
no hereafter, and that you must worry along somehow for 
the good of Humanity.” If Aurelian “ had kept his creed 
with the capital letters, and the endings in ‘ isms,’ to him- 
self, no one would have cared ” ; but it seems that he com
mitted the unpardonable sin of expressing his views with 
the same freedom that other people express theirs. He Is 
nicknamed “ Blastogerm,” because he said he came from a 
family of the name somewhere in the prehistoric ages!

The aphasia comes on in a very startling fashion. 1“ 
roar of the long-desired rains breaking over the river ig 
heard in the club. One of the members exclaimed • 
“  Thank God !” Aurelian inquires : “ Why 1 It is only the 
result of perfectly natural caases—atmospheric phenomena 
of the simplest kind. Why should you, therefore, return 
thanks to a being who never did exist, who is only a hg) 
ment 1” etc. There is a flash of lightning; he is struck 
dumb, and carried away a blighted idiot. The doctor pro
nounces it a case of aphasia, brought on by overwork. Ih 
young man recovers after a time, but we learn that tn 
stroke “ cowed” him, gave him a “ wholesome feeling? 
mistrust,” and from that time it is observed that, whi 
“ he lays down the law on things human, he does not seem 
to know as much as he used to about things divine» 
though, of course, if the tract has amoral, he ought to kno 
more. . t-v6

Obviously, it would be absurd to treat this imaginati 
trifle seriously, even though Mr. Kipling is immense y 
proud of it, and thinks it a tract, and evidently wrote 
with a purpose which was not to burlesque the traetaria 
efforts of Christian Evidence scribes. ,<■

But, in laying the book aside, I have just asked myse ’ 
as I suppose other Freethinkers who have read the 
have asked before, Why should the Blastogerm ha  ̂
“ kept his creed to himself” 1 Do Christians keep H.el^je 
Why should he not, on suitable occasions and in suita 
terms, express his opinions, as people with religion8 * *
never hesitate to give utterance to theirs ? In the inci
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related, if one member of the club may openly give thanks 
to a supposed Deity, even in a colloquial exclamation, why 
should not another member be at liberty to express his 
doubts whether any special thanks are due in that direc
tion, or whether, indeed, there is any such being to be 
thanked ?

Kipling says: “  Every man is entitled to his own 
religious opinions, but no man has a right to thrust them 
down other men’s throats.” Quite so ; that may be the 
orthodox theory, but it is not, and never has been, the 
orthodox practice. What can be more uninvited and 
intrusive than the Christian missions to the natives of 
India ? Look at the pertinacity and ferocity with which 
Christians in all »ges, when they have had the power, have 
thrust their religious opinions down other men’s throats, 
dhat is the lesson of history, and present observation shows 
that, in will, they are equal to not less coercive cruelty 
to-day. What Kipling means, of course, is : “ Every man 
is entitled to his own religious opinions, except he dissent 
from mine.”

And, then, why was this young man’s creed “ not much 
°t a creed” ? Is not the service of humanity a sufficiently 
comprehensive creed? Is it worth while “ worrying” 
about anything more ? If quantity in theology is the 
thing to be desired— and some people talk as if they must 
believe by the bushelful in order to be happy—then is not 
the faith of the heathens in a host of deities to be preferred 
to a mere belief in one ? If Kipling had lived a few 
centuries ago, his complaint against the sceptics of the 
ime would have beeif equally plaintive : “  No witches, no 
nines, no demons, no ghosts to believe in. That is not 

much of a creed.”
. Again, the conclusion of his story is quite too glaringly 
improbable. Is it likely that Aurelian— brilliantly clever, 
ntid a student of Comte and Herbert Spencer— would have 

e®.n “ cowed ” into silence about things divine by a seizure 
hich the doctor and his own common sense assured him 

was merely the result of long-continued overwork ?
J-he Light that Failed is a poor enough story, but this 

fact that fails shows that Iiudyard Kipling shines far 
fn er.as a “ Tommy Atkins ” balladist than as a soldier 

°f Christ. Francis Neale.

INGERSOLL ON THE JEWS.

^ iien I was a child I was taught that the Jews were an 
exceedingly hard-hearted and cruel people, and that they 
'vere so destitute of the finer feelings that they had a little 

hue before that time crucified the only perfect man who 
ad appeared upon the earth ; that this man was also perfect 

hj°d, and that the Jews had really stained their hands with 
blood of the Infinite.

, I^hen I got somewhat older I found that nearly all of 
16 people had been guilty of substantially the same crime 

~~~that is, that they had destroyed the progressive and the 
h°Ughtful; that the chief priests of all people had incited 
16 mob, to the end that heretics— that is to say, philo

sophers ; that is to say, men who knew that the chief 
P^ests were hypocrites—might be destroyed.

I also found that Christians had committed more of 
oese crimes than all the religionists put together.

I also became acquainted with a large number of Jewish 
P0ople ■ and I found them like other people, except that, 
as a rule, they were more industrious, more temperate, had 
ovver vagrants among them, no beggars, very few criminals; 
nd, in addition to all this, I found that they were intelli- 

§®Qt, kind to their wives and children, and that, as a rule, 
boy kept their contracts and paid their debts.

Ibe prejudice was created almost entirely by religious, 
°r rather irreligious, instruction. All children in Christian 
countries are taught that all the Jews are to be eternally 
tuIan.ed who die in the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
Olu n*1 's not enough to believe in the inspiration of the 

d Testament, not enough to obey the Ten Command- 
ents, not enough to believe the miracles performed in the 

of the prophets, but that every Jew must accept the 
t^bw Testament and must be a believer in Christianity— 
v ls to say, he must be regenerated—or he will simply 

^eternal kindling wood.
j  10 Church has taught, and still teaches, that every 

evv 18 an outcast; that he is a wandering witness in favor

of “  the glad tidings of great joy that Jehovah is seeing 
to it that the Jews shall not exist as a nation—that they 
shall have no abiding place, but that they shall remain 
scattered, to the end that the inspiration of the Bible may 
be substantiated.

Dr. John Hall, of this city, a few years ago, when the 
Jewish people were being persecuted in Russia, took the 
ground that it was all fulfilments of prophecy, and that 
whenever a Jewish maiden was stabbed to death God put a 
tongue in every wound for the purpose of declaring the 
truth of the Old Testament.

Just as long as Christians take these positions, of course 
they will do what they can to assist in the fulfilment of 
what they call prophecy; and they will do their utmost to 
keep the Jewish people in a state of exile, and then point 
to the fact as one of the cornerstones of Christianity.

My opinion is that in the early days of Christianity all 
sensible Jews were witnesses against the faith, and in this 
way excited the eternal hostility of the orthodox. Every 
sensible Jew knew that no miracles had been performed in 
Jerusalem. They all knew that the sun had not been 
darkened, that the graves had not given up their dead, 
that the veil of the temple had not been rent in twain— 
and they told what they knew. They were then denounced 
as the most infamous of human beings, and this hatred has 
pursued them from that day to this.

There is no chapter in history as infamous, as bloody, as 
cruel, as relentless, as the chapter in which is told the 
manner in which Christians—those who love their enemies— 
have treated the Jewish people. The story is enough to 
bring the blush of shame to the cheek, and words of indig
nation to the lips, of every honest man.

Nothing can be more unjust than to generalize about 
nationalities, and to speak of a race as worthless or vicious 
simply because you have met an individual who treated you 
unjustly. There are good people and bad people in all 
races, and the individual is not responsible for the crimes 
of the nation, nor the nation responsible for the actions of 
the few. Good and honest men are found in every faith, 
and they are not honest or dishonest because they are Jews 

..or Gentiles, but for entirely different reasons.
Some of the best people whom I have ever known are 

Jews, and some of the worst whom I have known are 
Christians. The Christians are not bad simply because 
they are Christians, neither are the Jews good because 
they are Jews. A man is far above these badges of faith 
and of race. Good Jews are precisely the same as good 
Christians, and bad Christians are wonderfully like bad 
Jews.

Personally, I have either no prejudices about religion, 
or I have equal prejudice against all religions. The conse
quence is that I judge of people, not by their creeds, not 
by their rites, not by their mummeries, but by their 
actions.

In the first place,, at the bottom of this prejudice lies 
the coiled serpent of superstition. In other words, it is a 
religious question. It seems impossible for the people of 
one religion to like the people believing in another religion. 
They have different gods, different heavens, and a great 
variety of hells. For the follower of one god to treat the 
follower of another god decently is a kind of treason. In 
order to be really true to his god, each follower must not 
only hate all other gods, but the followers of all other 
gods.

—American Israelite.

The Gospel o f  John.
I know no document in existence whose internal evidence 

so strongly condemns its character as a truthful narrative 
as the Gospel by John. It “ records” two stupendous 
miracles attributed to Christ, which, if he really performed 
them, must have been witnessed by the other three evan
gelists, neither of whom makes any allusion to them in his 
account of Christ’s doings. I refer to the miracle at Cana of 
Galilee, where water was converted into wine, in the presence 
of many people ; and to the resurrection of Lazarus from 
the dead at Bethany. The Church people think more of the 
spurious Gospel of John than any of the rest, and that for 
obvious reasons.

The Catholic gets all the proof he wants for his cardinal 
doctrine of transubstantiation ; and the Protestant gets all 
he wants for the divinity of Christ, in the affirmation of the 
first three verses of the new gospel, and much more besides.

B.
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A C I D  D R O P S .
General Booth took up the cause of the Armenians at the 
finish. Salvationists all over the world were ordered to 
devote Sunday, August 30, to praying to God that he would 
deliver the Armenians from their oppressors. The result 
was another frightful massacre of these unfortunate people 
in Constantinople. The Armenians won’t want any more 
assistance from General Booth.

Julian Hawthorne, the novelist, is acting as travelling 
correspondent for a New York paper, and this is what he 
says of the Democratic candidate for the Presidency of the 
United States : “ Mr. Bryan is a religious man, and he 
believes that his wonderful success is only indirectly the 
result of his own or other men’s efforts—it was a movement 
of the Divine will.” A man who thinks like that, at the 
end of the nineteenth century, is cracked. We hope the 
Americans will get a sane President, anyhow. We say this 
without any reference to politics. That is their business, 
but the sanity of the head of a great nation is everybody’s 
business.

The Post Office is a State institution, and should therefore 
be entirely secular. But it seems that the higher officials, 
being Christians themselves, allow soul-savers and gospel- 
grinders the run of the great establishment at St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand. These black gentry distribute tracts and enter 
into conversation with the employees. If anyone ventures 
to resent their impertinence, or to express dissent from their 
religious views, they threaten to report him for insolent 
behavior. Life at the Post Office is made unbearable for 
men of intelligence and self-respect. Some of the other 
offices are nearly as bad. We have just heard of a case 
in which an employee was suspended because he had the 
audacity to differ from his overseer as to the inspiration and 
value of the Bible. It is gross impudence on the part of 
Government servants to use their position to proselytise and 
persecute their subordinates. The subordination only 
applies to the work of the Post Office; beyond that ail 
have the same equal rights of citizenship.

Georg« Edward Emmet, a retired solicitor, of Southport, 
being pn a visit to Whitby, attended “ divine service ” at 
St. Hilda’s church. While standing up and joining in the 
service he 'suddenly fainted, became unconscious, and died 
almost immediately. Of course there is no moral in such an 
incident in a church ; but what a hubbub there would be if 
it happened in a Secular hall! The religious papers would 
detect the hand of God.

According to the Crescent, a Baptist clergyman in Liver
pool was making a great brag about his intended journey 
to the Holy Land. “ When I get there,” he said, “ I will 
stand where Moses stood, and read the Ten Commandments 
from the top of Mount Sinai.” “ You had better stay at 
home and keep them,” replied a Mohammedan listener.

Mr. Arthur G. Bristow, who has lately returned from a 
sojourn in Assam, India, says that during his stay there he 
did not know of a genuine conversion made by English or 
American missionaries. He says there are apparent conver
sions ; but the natives are well satisfied with their own 
religion, which is admirably adapted to their peculiar 
needs, and there is no good reason why they should abandon 
it for Christianity. Missionaries have lived among them for 
years, and the inhabitants have learned how to handle them 
for their own advantage. Some apparently become con
verted ; but this is for a purpose. They want Christians to 
make them presents of money, food, or clothing, and pretend 
conversion to gain their ends.

Asked if he considered the work of the missionaries pro
ductive of desired results, Mr. Bristow replied : “ No. About 
all the missionaries achieve is a pleasant time for themselves. 
They do but little work, and live easily and comfortably upon 
the funds sent from home. Some are in dead earnest, and 
imagine great results ; but they are the ones the natives 
‘ work’ most successfully by sham conversions, rewarded 
with material favors. Those few who do adopt the new 
faith part with ,their native honesty and become rascals.”

Fromthe Straits Times, of Singapore, it appears that the 
Methodist missionaries solicited money from the Chinese to 
build a school, and made a compact that no religious teach
ing whatever should be given in the school, which should be 
purely secular. The Chinese subscribed no less than $4,000, 
and sent their children there, to find that religious teaching 
was given ; and, moreover, the Rev. C. C. Kelso boasted, in 
his report to America, that the leading buys are professed 
Christians. The Chinese thereupon denounced the man of 
God, and about sixty boys have been withdrawn from the 
Anglo-Chinese school. It is further alleged that unjust 
favoritism was displayed towards those children who learnt 
the Bible and spoke as Christians.

A correspondent of the Straits Times observes:—“ This 
mission owes its very existence to the generosity of the 
Chinese. It has been most bountifully assisted by them, 
and even at this moment a large sum of money is being 
subscribed for rebuilding ‘ Bellevue.’ In the face of this, it 
might be thought that the often-expressed wishes of the 
Chinese, that the religious views of their children should 
not be interfered with, would be attended to. They do not 
ask much. All they wish is that the boys should not be 
approached on the subject of religion until they have 
reached an age when they may reasonably be expected to 
understand the matter, and then decide for themselves what
course they shall pursue.” T he rascally m issionaries know
this will never do. They must kidnap the children before 
they_ have learnt to reason and compare. Everything 13 
considered allowable in the soul-saving business. The 
Chinese of Singapore, however, have had a lesson, the 
influence of which will last for a generation.

The Jesuitical principle of the Methodists in Singapore is 
fairly acknowledged by the Rev. D. D. Moore, who is cited 
in the Straits Times (July 25) as saying : “ Nowhere so much 
as in the East is it necessary for the Christian worker to 
combine the qualities of the dove and the serpent. First 
innocence, then subtlety, must be the order of his work.” W® 
should say that missionary innocence has long been lost in 
their subtlety, or perhaps it would be safe to say they are 
about as wise as doves and as harmless as serpents.

We insert a long letter from Father Ignatius in reply to 
our very brief comment upon his attempt to hound out Dean 
Fremantle from his position. It will be interesting to note 
if anything comes of “ the serious attention” of the Arch
bishop of York. We do not expect to hear of the Dean’s 
trial for heresy, despite the indignast letters of Father 
Ignatius, with whom we can sympathise. There are too 
many taking the money of the Church while undermining 
its fundamental teachings.

Lies about Thomas Paine have been pretty numerous, but 
the Rev. C. Bridgman, of Washington, has made an attempt 
to outdo all previous efforts. Here is the result : “  Tom 
Paine thought he had ‘ cut down every tree in Paradise. 
He is dead, and in his dying confession said : ‘ Until this 
moment I have believed there was neither a God nor a hell; 
now I know and feel there are both, and I am doomed to per
dition by the just judgment of the Almighty.’ ” The Rev. C. 
Bridgman takes the cake, though it is just possible that be 
is indebted to some predecessor in the easy clerical art of 
lying against infidels.

The Vegetarian has summarily closed a discussion on “ The 
Bible and Vegetarianism,” after inserting a long letter from 
Major Richardson, a leader in the Danielite order, who, of 
course, argues that the Bible is in favor of vegetarian diet, 
despite the sacrifices of the Old Testament and the example 
of Jesus in the New.

The Good Templars’ Watchword says that a three-storey 
gin palace is to be erected on Church property at Hendon, 
which was required for enlarging and beautifying the 
churchyard adjoining.

I
The same paper gives the following item : “ A Congo 

native, who has been taught to read and write, has sent the 
following letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury : ‘ Great 
and good chief of the tribe of Christ, greeting,—The 
humblest of your servants kisses the hem of your garments, 
and begs you to send to his fellow servants more gospel and 
less rum.—In the bonds of Christ, Ugalia.’ ”

At Onset, Mass., at a test séance given by Mrs. J. Hatch, 
a well-known medium, a complete exposé of an allege® 
materialization of the spirit of a young woman was accotn-
Elished by a Miss Hagerstrom, who seized the “ spirit ” iQ 

er arms, tearing off its wig and draperies, and leaving the 
very slightly-robed body of the medium herself.

“ Catholicus Cambrensis,” who writes in the Church Times 
on “ Morality and 1 lissent in South Wales,” affirms that the 
Rhondda Valley, which is one of the very strongholds 01 
dissent in South Wales and counts its chapels by the hun
dreds, is, according to official returns, one of the very worst 
districts in the United Kingdom for offences agams 
morality.

The British Weekly offered prizes for papers on the 
question, “ Is Church Attendance Declining?” It says- 
“ Accounts vary considerably, some taking the decline as an 
undoubted fact, and some earnestly denying it. On tn 
whole, the prevailing opinion seems to be that matters.ar 
at a standstill.” Of course this opinion is that of relig10 
readers of this religious weekly, which adds : “ Most of 01 
correspondents say that the services of the Salvation Ar®y, 
are now not well attended.” As to Scotland—godly 
land—“ there is a general consensus of opinion 11
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attendance both in town and country is more irregular.” 
The British Weekly gives the prize to the Rev. J. P. Perkins, 
of Worthing, who thinks the Church is not losing ground, 
though he fears seaside visitors do not attend public 
worship as much as they used to do, and “ the once-a-day 
system has made alarming advance in the last fifteen 
years.”

Dr. James H. Rigs', the eminent and veteran Methodist, 
does not seem to take a very hopeful view of tho future of 
his own Church. In a series of articles he is contributing 
to the New York Christian Advocate, he describes the revival 
of the Church of England during the last fifty years, and 
adds that “ the clergy are thus masters of the situation in 
most parts of the country, and the Methodists have a hard 
struggle to hold th«ir own, and are often unable to do so.” 
Again, he says: “ In 1820 Nonconformist chapels were 
crowded; churches were empty. To-day the chapels are 
not often crowded ; tho churches are seldom empty, not 
seldom crowded.” Dr. Itigg further declares that the Church 
of England is “ more than equal, taking together all the 
sources and channels of influence, to all the other religious 
bodies united.”

The Methodist Times raves against Dr. Rigg for writing in 
this fashion. In a lucid interval, however, it makes the 
following admission : “ As a matter of fact, recent news
paper statistics have proved that the immense majority of 
the people of England are outside all Churches, and are 
quite as accessible to us as to Anglicanism.” In plain 
language this means : “  Don’t make faces at us ; we are all 
going to the Devil together.”

The Rev. T. H. Baylis, pastor of the Baptist church in 
New Rochelle, N.Y., was found in company with a female 
member of his own congregation in his own house by his 
wife, who had just unexpectedly returned from New York, 
"when he shouted to her, “ If you raise an alarm, I II kill 
you,” at which she ran from the house, he following her, to 
the police headquarters, where she asked for protection.

Rev. J. T. Gibbons, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, at. Austin, Texas, was shot three times and instantly 
killed by Percy Cook, one of his parishioners, at the latter’s 
residence. For some time past the clergyman had been 
quite intimate with Mrs. Cook ; and on the previous day 
the guilty pair had made an engagement to meet each other 
j*t the home of the latter, which her husband having over
heard, he waited for the appearance of the Rev. Mr. 
Gibbons, when the tragedy occurred.

“ General ” Booth, in his exercise of self-denial, is spending 
the month of September in Switzerland. In addition to his 
many other businesses, the universal provider has now 
started a Life Insurance Society and Annuity business.

Mr. Bennet Burleigh, the well-known war correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph, in his new collection of despatches 
entitled Two Campaigns, regards the British suppression of 
King Prempeh in Ashanti as a triumph of humanity. This 
is how he describes one of the atrocities that prevailed and 
are not terminated : “ Human sacrifices were of almost daily 
occurrence. Any mortal who sat down for an instant beneath 
the big roadside fetish tree of the village, or other so-called 
fetish tree, had his tongue and cheeks stealthily and suddenly 
skewered with a sharp wooden stake run through them. In 
that condition, gagged and unable to cry out, he was bound 
and delivered to the priests, who, after Mumbo Jumbo cere
monies, sacrificed the poor wretch to the spirits of the grove, 
the executioner and others drinking a portion of the victim’s 
blood.” _

We are as pleased as any Christian can be at the sup
pression of such monstrous cruelties. What is more, we 
have no material interest involved ; we are not looking out 
for a good dividend on an investment in Ashanti. We are 
even tempted to remind the Christians that it is really not 
very long ago since they left off—or rather were compelled 
to leave off—the hideous practice of human sacrifice. They 
used to burn men by the hundred in the name of their 
Mumbo Jumbo.

There is a story in Cornhill about a boy who came in one 
day in a great hurry to ask God’s Christian name, and was 
told he had none. “ It’s of no consequence,” he said, “ I have 
put Alfred ”■—the name of his grandfather, an Archdeacon.

Better still is the story of the same boy, who, when the 
floor was up in the dining-room to mend a gas-pipe, came to 
his mother with tears in his eyes, and said : “ O mother, I 
know I’m lost; but I cannot help pitying the poor Devil ; 
so I’ve been and poured some water down the hole in the 
dining-room floor.”

The Methodist Times has a leading article on “ The Use of 
the Imagination in the Christian Church.” We could write 
an article on that subject, but it would be a different one 
from that of our Methodist contemporary. For instance, 
the four Gospels are works of imagination ; so are most of 
the “ evidences” that have since been palmed off upon the 
ignorant and credulous multitude of “ believers.”

The Rev. Lemuel Penrod is a well-known Kentucky 
Preacher, who is now in jail for cutting a young man’s 
throat.. His excuse is that he was drunk at the time.

^.The Rev. G. E. Scott, a married man of God, eloped from 
Waterloo, Iowa, with Daisy Dorian, a girl just over the age 
°t fifteen. They were arrested at Logausport, where they 
Passed as man and wife. As his real wife refuses to prosecute, 

Daisy is just over “ the age of consent” in Iowa, the man 
I God will have no punishment unless Daisy’s father or 
i others take the law and the man of God into their own 
hands.

An exhorter known as the Boy Preacher of Fall Leaf is it 
3Ml in Kansas on what is described as “ an ugly charge. 
Ministerial conduct, probably.

.Colonel James F. Lilly, one of the best known men in the 
vicinity of Thomasville, Ga., was shot and had his throat cut 
by a religious lunatic named Rushin as he was conducting 
the Sunday-school services.___

Imagination, it appears, is allowed free play in the 
Catholic Church, but is too much kept under in Methodism. 
“ John Calvin and John Wesley,” it is said, “ were too 
exclusively logical ; they were sadly deficient on the poetic 
and artistic side ; they forgot that man is emotional as well 
as ratiocinative.” The moral is, that Methodists must 
improve on John Wesley. They must go in for beautiful 
buildings, splendid music, and more ornate services. In 
other words, religion to succeed must be made more and 
more an entertainment—wdth which we perfectly agree.

Occasionally we find ourselves agreeing with the Methodist 
Times. We entirely agree with its statement about the 
term “ Christian,” that “ Its use by any good man who 
denies the deity of our Lord is unhistoric and misleading.” 
This is apropos of the fact that young Mr. Voysey has 
applied for recognition as a Unitarian minister, while 
declaring that “ he was not a Christian, and refused to 
profess Christianity.” Unitarians of the old school protest 
against his admission, but the party represented by the 
Inquirer treats the term Christian as “ a glorified nickname.”

■p. The New York courts have finally got hold of the Rev. 
r. Potter, the elusive Baptist parson who has been wanted 

examination in supplementary proceedings growing out 
°* a judgment fordebt. Last week he paid $2f> forcontempt 
ot court.

Bishop Newman, of San Francisco, has instructed all his 
j , rKy to preach in favor of the gold standard before the 
Residential Elections. With far more astuteness, Cardinal 
Jt boons, when asked his views on the currency question, 

< ePhed that there was such a diversity of opinion held by 
xPerts that he would not venture to express an opinion.

n Buckland -in-the-Moor, a secluded Dartmoor village, has 
s .Pub, no parson, no policeman, and no pauper. The 
UUire and the people get along together without any of 
la f86 cbaracteristics of Christian civilisation. All the 
iil^ ors  five in his cottages; he pays them when they are 
PnV?UlI when they are too old to work they are allowed to 
anv r abput and get their wages all the same. This, at 
qub ra °̂> D what wo read in the newspapers ; and it is 

refreshing to come across one of these oases in the 
”  desert of rural life.

At Gillingham, near Chatham, there is a vast shell of a 
building which is a monument of credulity. It was there 
144,000 of the elect Jezreelites were to ascend visibly to 
heaven. It is now for sale, and may become a barracks. 
We read that the sect at Chatham has finally collapsed, 
though we believe the Pioneer of Wisdom, their organ, is 
still published. “ .Jezreel,” their prophet, was an ex-soldier, 
named James White, who so far accommodated himself to 
modern views as to proclaim that God was a woman. His 
principal followers were of the fair sex. Several of them 
had more money than brains.

Mr. G. F. Nye, of Brixtbn, in view of the collapse of this 
sect, recalls the prophet Wroe, who wandered over England 
some years ago. This humbug announced that he had 
received orders from heaven “ that seven virgins should be 
delivered to him to comfort and cherish him.” As a result 
three of his disciples at once gave him up their daughters, 
and with these poor creatures and some married women 
Wroe, in grand harem style, proceeded from place to place 
“ spreading the light.” One of the girls became pregnant, 
and Wroe asserted that the expected babe would un
doubtedly provo to be the promised “ Shiloh” or Messiah.
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The babe turned out to be a girl, and Wroe emigrated after 
narrowly escaping lynching.

Wroe was a follower of the famous Joanna Southcott. 
Another successor was a merchant of Leeds, named George 
Turner, who had revelations still more astounding than 
those of Wroe. What they were is described on p. 95 of 
The Antichrist, by J. E. Smith ; but the subject is too.delicate 
for us.

Another crank of the same period was Zion Ward, who 
called himself the son and Shiloh that was promised to 
Joanna, who died of dropsy, supposed to be child-birth, in 
1814, in which year his mind was changed and led into her 
faith. About 1830 he had thousands of believers in his 
mission. In 1832 he was, however, imprisoned.

Did any of our readers ever hear of the blessed Peter 
Claver1 Probably the majority have not, or, if they have 
heard of him, have never heeded his name. Yet Peter 
promises to have a distinguished position as the first 
American saint. Canonization is a slow process, but the 
chief item has already been performed. A bishop and some 
others have sworn that Peter Claver wrought some wondrous 
miracles, not thousands of years ago, but in 1863, when the 
Americans were too much taken up with their own civil war 
to notice them. We hope that Peter Claver was more 
cleanly than one of the latest acquisitions to the calendar, 
St. Labre, who is said never to have washed himself.

Committee of the House of Commons, it is only before an 
ecclesiastical court that a person can be summoned for the 
non-payment of an ecclesiastical fee, and, although that 
court may sentence him to pay the amount which may be 
due, it has no power to enforce the payment. This is com
mended to the notice of those from whom illegal fees may 
be demanded on the burial of deceased relatives.

Mr. J. Nunn, of Hill House, Purleigh, Essex, supplies 
some further illustrations of empty churches and fat tithe 
in his district. At Hazeleigh, adjoining Purleigh, the whole 
population is i l l .  The value of the living is £320, the 
church is old and of lath and plaster, and the rectory-house 
a modern-built massive structure with pretty gardens and 
grounds. He mentions ten parishes where the united 
population is 4,924, and the annual value of livings 5,063. 
The gardens, houses, and paddocks attached are well worth 
an average of over £100 each, so the livings are worth 6,063 ; 
and, according to Mr. Nunn, but 10 per cent., or about 500 
persons, attend—“ some of them for spiritual purposes, others 
to have a game of nap.”

In the case of three persons who were charged before the 
Lambeth magistrate with keeping a disorderly brothel in 
Oakley-street, Westminster Bridge-road, the officer in charge 
of the case said that the rent-book disclosed that the premises 
were owned by two clergymen, who received £60 per annum 
as rent. The reporters did not manage to disclose the names 
of the two clergymen.

The Spectator has been having its say on the momentous 
question, “ Should a Bishop Ride a Bicycle V'—for it seems 
that one of the episcopal bench is a pedalist. It thinks it 
allowable, if not laudable; but the father-in-God should use 
a lady’s machine, with a drop frame, lest his apron should 
take unbecoming positions. _

The Pope sanctioned bicycling in Italy, but the Arch
bishop of Paris has issued a decree forbidding it to his 
clergy, on the ground that it is incompatible with ecclesiasti
cal dignity, calculated to lower the rider in the estimation 
of the faithful, and expose him to the taunts and mockeries 
of the infidel. ___

An attendant at one of the Ritualist churches, where they 
are getting up a harvest thanksgiving, says the vestry was 
like a wax-chandler’s, and now it is like a greengrocer’s shop.

A Central African traveller gives the following as the 
scale of character among those he m et: First and Best, the 
African Mahometan ; second, the native, unsophisticated 
heathen African ; third, the African Christian convert; 
last and worst, the missionaries.

Who would think of seeing in an English paper the 
legend, “ No Christians need apply ”1 Yet this was inserted 
in the advertisement for a Hindu servant, and confirms 
the statement of Sir Lepel Griffen, that Europeans do not 
care to employ the native Christian, from a belief, founded 
on extended experience, that his new creed has removed his 
ancient prejudice against the brandy bottle.

At the trial of some Poles for robbing three young Polish 
girls just arrived in England, Mr. Metcalf said it had been 
reported that the prisoners were Polish Jews, and, on behalf 
of the Jewish Association, he wished it to be known that 
they were not members of that faith, but were Christians. 
Excellent Christians, no doubt. When they see strangers 
they take them in.

In committing two ex-Salvationist females for trial for 
burglary, Mr. Judd, the chairman of the Penge bench of 
magistrates, emphasized the remarks he made at a previous 
hearing as to the indiscriminate wearing of the S. A. uniform 
by dishonest girls being a positive danger to the public. 
But the public should be more discriminate than to suppose 
that a poke bonnet necessarily implies honesty.

The following quotation from Thomas Fuller, a worthy 
divine, Mr. Gladstone will highly appreciate, and it is com
mended to his notice and that of other Christian Reunion
ists : “ Sure they light on a labor in vain who seek to make 
a bridge of reconciliation over the great chasm between 
Papists and Protestants; for, though we go ninety-nine 
steps, they—I mean their Church—will not come one to give 
us a meeting.” ____

That the High Church of England is yearly approximating 
Romewards in no wise affects the wisdom of Fuller’s fore
cast. Rome makes no approach to Anglicanism, and the 
Romanism of Anglicans only emphasizes the dissidence ot 
Dissent. The real issue is between Rome and Reason.

Morris Jastrow, writing in the International Journal of 
Ethics on “ The Jewish Question in its Recent Aspects,” 
points out that so weak was the commercial spirit among 
the Jews in Bible times that “ they incorporated in their 
legislation a regulation which crippled all chances of com
mercial enterprise—the prohibition against lending money 
on interest.” In Lev. xxv. 36, 3V, and Deut. xxiii. 20 no dis
tinction is made between “ interest ” and “ usury.” All 
“ increase ” on the capital is absolutely forbidden, and the 
late Ps. xv. declares that he who lends his money on interest 
has no place in the Lord’s tabernacle. Of course the modern 
Jew overlooks such passages, just as the Christian over
looks “ Lay not up treasures on earth,” and the other injunc
tions of Jesus.

The prophecy or curse in Deut. xxviii. 44, that the 
stranger “ shall lend to thee and thou shalt not lend to him,” 
has been strangely reversed, though parts of the same 
chapter are cited by Christians as illustrations of the ful
filment of prophecy. The Jew may say the passage shows 
that in adhering to his own faith he has acquired a blessing 
instead of a curse.

A servant girl affected with religious mania, at Bushridge, 
near Godaiming, locked herself in the church, tore up some 
of the books and displaced others, covered the font with a 
mat, and finished up by ringing the church bell. She was, 
after some difficulty, removed from the building and put 
under restraint.

in the case of the lady who was pursued by the vicar of 
Kingswood, at Redlule County Court, for burial fees, and who 
gained her cause against the vicar, Mr. J. Carvell Williams, 
•M.P.,points out that, according to a report made by a Select

The Catholics are making strenuous efforts to nobble the 
universities. The Duke of Norfolk has recently put down 
£13,000 for the purchase of a site of three acres fora Roman 
Catholic college at Oxford. This college will be quit® 
distinct from the hall under the auspices of the Jesuits, 
which is to be opened next term in St. Giles’s by Father R. “ • 
Clarke.

“ Architect,” writing in the Church Times on Christianity 
and Freemasonry, reminds the faithful that “ to a Christian 
Christ is all and in all. His morality, his rule of life, must dat 
from the precepts and example of Christ. His fellowship 1 
in the Church of Christ. What part hath he that believetn 
with an infidel 1” “ Architect” considers that Freemasonry
“ usurps, in many cases, the place which the Church shorn 
occupy, and so is harmful.” ___

The Rev. H. B. Waterman was arrested at Chautauqua on 
August 14 for robbing the post-office at that place.

Dr. Barnado is a very particular gentleman. You ca 
have a girl from his Village Home without standing * 
test of a severe catechism. A lady who wrote to n 
desiring to take one of the inmates of his Home as a serv/* 
(according to the Dailg Telegraph) received a list of  ̂
teen questions. The lady was asked what dénommât 
she belonged to, and what place of worship she a*'îeP<Jnyy 
whether all her household were teetotalers, and had iam . 
worship every morning and evening ; and whether she w 
promise that the girl should never be allowed out after n 
past seven in the evening. Of the nineteen questions j 
Telegraph says that three or four are reasonable, se'  fl.as 
absurd, and quite half-a-dozen impertinent. Whenever 
pious philanthropy anything else 1
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M f .  Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, September 6, Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court- 
road, London, W ., at 7.30, “ Turks and Christians: An Object 
Lesson in Religious Brotherhood.”

Monday and Tuesday, September 7 and 8, Co-operative Hall, 
Plymouth, at 8, Debate with the Rev. W . T. Lee on “ Is there a 
Future Life ?”

September 13, G lasgow; 14, Dunoon ; 20, L iverpool; 27, Athe
naeum Hall.

October 4, Leicester ; 11, Athenaeum Hall.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

M s. Charles W atts’s L ecturing E ngagements.— September 6, 
Manchester ; 13, New Brompton ; 20, Athenaeum Hall, Totten
ham Court-road, W . ; 27, Edinburgh; 30, Dundee. Octqber 1, 
Dundee; 4, Glasgow ; 6 and 7, debate at New Brompton with 
the Rev. A. J. W aldron.—All communications for Mr. Watts 
should be sent to him (if a reply is required, a stamped and 
addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, 
London, S.W .

T he National Secular Society’s new office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.

Mr . T. W atts T reasure, Secretary of the Bristol Branch, notifies 
his change of address to Grove View, Stapleton, Bristol.

N orthumbrian.— It is easy enough to draw up nice programs and 
ideal constitutions, but it is only being carried into operation 
that gives them any value. There is little visible difference 
between a true Bank of England note and a flash one, but the 
one represents a solid reality and the other nothing. While the 
parties you refer to have been declaring their intentions, Mr. 
Foote and his colleagues have been at work, lecturing and debat
ing in London and in the provinces, and building up a new 
audience in the West of London. The Athemeum Hall has 
entailed a considerable loss, for the rent and expenses have 
always been paid, and in every ease the lecturer has received a 
reasonable fee. But the place has been kept open throughout 
the summer, the tide has now turned, and the lectures should 
yield a fair profit in the winter ; in fact, it is probable that the 
audience will outgrow the accommodation.

Old Freethinker .—The Hall of Science Club was never composed 
of Freethinkers. It was established in Mr. Bradlaugh’s time by 
the lessee as a means of revenue, and was part of the situation 
when Mr. Foote accepted the Presidency. Mr. Foote only 
tolerated it as a temporary necessity, and always hoped to see it 
ended. He will never be a party to forming another Club in 
any sort of connection, however remote or indirect, with Free- 
thought propaganda. Clubs are very well in their way, and 
Freethought is better in its way ; but the two things will not 
mix. In the long run the social element agrees with the intel
lectual element as the lion agreed with the lamb, lying down with 
Mm inside. Lady Battersea has just given some figures of a 
Staffordshire club founded for “ social intercourse, mutual help
fulness, mental and moral improvement, and rational recreation.” 
The expenditure on rational recreation was £2 19s. for an enter
tainment and £1 6s. for games. Mental and moral improvement 
cost £2 6s. 9d. for newspapers and 5s. 8d. for books. Social 
intercourse amounted to £4 10s. for bread and cheese and £764 
for drinks. Mutual helpfulness came in early in the morning, 
when some members kindly saw others home.

It. F reeman. —The little band who (from outside) are so concerned 
about the N. S. S., and who affoct to look back so regretfully to 
the leadership of Charles Bradlaugh, are really a curious collec
tion. Two of them boasted, soon after Bradlaugh’s death, that 
they had not paid any subscription to the N.S.S. for ten years ; 
three of them did not join the N. S. S. till after Bradlaugh’s death ; 
°ne of them has never been a member at all, and has always 
treated the Society with contumely ; another was a strong anti- 
Bradlaughite until a new President was elected ; while another 
was outside the Society for nine or ten years, after practically 
accusing Bradlaugh of peculation.

Gottheil.— (1) The Humanitarian League has nothing to 
do with the Humanitarian Society. The latter is a Deistic 
association, and consists, we believe, of Mr. Kaspary and his 
friends. (2) Charles Bradlaugh did not relinquish Atheism in 
favor of Pantheism before he died. (3) Theists nowadays are 
Hot all so bigoted. Many of them admit that non-Theists can 
be thoroughly moral and useful citizens.

H. Lees S umner.—Thanks for your encouraging letter. The visit 
°f Messrs. Foote and W atts is expected to give an impetus to 
the Freethought cause in America, and indirectly (we believe) it 
will do good to the Freethought cause in England, the more so 
if they succeed in inducing Colonel Ingersoll to come over and 
lecture in this country. With respect to your suggestion, you 
Hiust allow us to judge of its legal feasibility. W e have taken 
advice, and it is not feasible.

“ Oseph Collinson, of the Humanitarian League, writes :—“  Con
tusion having been caused by the similarity of names, allow me 
to point out that the Christian name of the Mr. ‘ J. Collinson’ 
who claims to rule the clouds is not Joseph, but ‘ John.’ His 
theories do not commend themselves to yours faithfully.”
S. Coleman.—Thanks for your cheering letter. The Vegetarian 

matters shall be dealt with. W e hope Messrs. Foote and Watts 
will be as happy and useful in America as you wish them, 
pleased to know you intend to subscribe to the other objects 
later on.

E. Smedley.—The fellow is not worth powder and Bhot. W e have 
nailed down one of his libellous lies in the Law Courts, and he 
appears to be loved and supported all the more for it by the 
brutal section of Christians to whom he appeals. If we prose
cuted him at all, we should prosecute him criminally, since he is 
financially a man of straw. Let any Christian of sufficient 
standing, or with anything to lose, print that Mr. Foote is a 
“  vile, filthy, and obscene writer,”  and we will soon make him 
smart, if there is justice to be had from a judge and jury. But 
why give the fellow in question a gratuitous advertisement ? 
And why should you, or any other Freethinker, be distressed 1 
Mr. Foote never wrote anything without putting his name to 
i t ; his articles and pamphlets are all open to the world ; and 
you can easily judge for yourself whether he is an “  obscene ”  
writer.

R. Stevens.— Your suggestion is well meant, but impossible. W e 
note your remark as to the proposed entrance fee to the pro
jected Association for defeating the Blasphemy Laws. The 
point was considered by the N.S.S. Executive and decided. 
There is no need for everybody to come into the Association, 
which has a special object. The N. S. S. will continue to exist and 
operate as before. Thanks for your good wishes for Messrs. Foote 
and Watts in America.

E x-T elegraph M essenger.—See “  Acid Drops.”  Thanks.
W . D . R olley.— See paragraph.
Secularist.—You have simply to send a written notice to the 

headmaster of the school that you require your boy to be with
drawn from religious instruction under the Conscience Clause of 
the Education A ct of 1870. I f  you have any further trouble, 
send us full particulars.

C. T urner.— W ith respect to Solomon’s Temple, you will find 
help by consulting our Bible Absurdities, price fourpence, sold at 
Mr. Forder’s, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

G. Ralffs (Liverpool).—Hope we have your name right. Thanks 
for cuttings. Yes, the Grimes o f  Christianity did “  entail an 
enormous amount of work.”  Mr. Foote sighs for a little leisure 
to complete the book with Mr. Wheeler.

Joseph Close.—Have put your sub. to the American visit. We 
note your hope that Shilling Month will be a great success, and 
that Secularists will rally round the President, who does intend 
to “  keep pegging away.”

X . R ays.—W e have not seen the book. Send it, of course, if you 
think it might be useful. Thanks.

W. M ann.—Answer in our next.
Florence Bradshaw . —In our next.
President’s H onorarium F und.— Sydney A. Gimson, £1. Per 

R. B order:—C. E. Hall, 5ä.; W. H. Spivey, 2s.; E. Calvert, 
2s. 6d.; T. Ollernshaw, 2s.

M r . Foote’s Lecture Scheme.— Daniel Baker (July and August),
£ 2.

Shilling Month.—H. Lees Sumner, 7a. 6d.; Hermatite, 2s.; W . 
C. Stuart, £1 Is. Per Miss Vance:— S. Hartmann, £ 1 ;  L .,53 .; 
B ., 5s.; W ., 5s.; D. Mitchell, 5s.; E. Gottheil, 2s. 6d.

Special for M essrs. Foote and W atts’s A merican V isit.—  
A. S. Coleman, 5s.; Sydney A. Gimson, £2 ; Joseph Close, 2s. 6d. 
P er Miss Vance:—Daniel Baker, £ 3 ; S. Hartmann, £ 1 ; Zeta, 
£ 1.

Papers R eceived.—Der Eigene—Freidenker—Der Arme Teufel— 
Straits Times—Overland China Mail—Aberdeen Journal—Nya 
Sanningar—Vegetarian—Literary Guide—Truthseeker—Secular 
Thought—Boston Investigator—Krugersdorp Sentinel— Public 
Opinion—People’s Newspaper—Sydney Bulletin—Daily Mail— 
Herts Leader—Progressive Thinker—Two Worlds.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direot from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, fis. 3d. ; Three Months, 2a. 8d.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.C.

Oorrespondenoe should roach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

SPECIAL.

R eaders of the Freethinker are reminded that September 
is Shilling Month. During this month—and the earlier 
the better—I hope all my friends, and all friends of the 
movement, will send me something towards the objects for 
which I am appealing. The poorest subscribers can at 
least send one shilling, and others more in proportion to 
their means.

All subscriptions will be acknowledged in these columns. 
When no special instructions are given, I shall acknowledge 
under the general head of “  Shilling Month,” and the total 
amount received under this head will be divided at my 
discretion.

Three objects are being appealed for. The first is, the
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General Fund of the National Secular Society, which needs 
recruiting for the winter, and especially while I am on the 
other side of the Atlantic. The second is, my Lecture 
Scheme, under which I am continuing operations at con
siderable cost, although the fund has for some time been 
exhausted. The third is, my visit to America with Mr. 
Charles Watts. We go there according to the vote of the 
Glasgow Conference, as delegates from the National Secular 
Society.

I have arranged to sail for America with Mr. Watts on 
October 14. We shall return a few days before Christmas. 
Our visit is being looked forward to with great interest by 
the American Freethinkers ; at least Mr. Putnam and Mr. 
Macdonald (editor of the New York Trutliseeker) say so. 
The great Chickering Hall has been engaged for our 
“  Reception ” on Sunday evening, October 25. All the 
leading Freethinkers of New York and the district are 
expected to be present, and I understand that Colonel 
Ingersoll will preside over the meeting. We go on from 
New York to Toronto, to meet our Canadian brethren; 
and thence, by way of Grand Rapids, where we are both 
to lecture in the Opera House, to Chicago. We are to 
spend a week there in attendance at the American Secular 
Convention. A  magnificent hall has been engaged for this 
gathering, which is expected to be very large and repre
sentative. After leaving, Chicago, each of us will deliver 
lectures that are being arranged for us by Mr. Putnam.

Our American friends are going to great trouble and 
expense. They say they don’t mind what they do, so long 
as we come. But of course we cannot go without a good 
deal of expense. We cannot travel as Jonah did. Our 
whale will have to be an Atlantic liner. And when we 
reach America we shall not be favored, as most of the 
ministers are over there, with free passes on the railways. 
We don’t belong to the godly army of deadheads.

My readers know exactly what I am appealing for, and 
I leave the matter with them. I have only to add that 
communications for me should be addressed to 28 Stone
cutter-street, London, E.C., and not to 377 Strand, W., 
which is the office of the N. S. S.

G. W. FOOTE.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Now that the long fine evenings are drawing in, and 
conditions are more favorable for indoor meetings, the 
audience continues to improve at the Athenseum Hall. 
There was a capital gathering on Sunday evening when Mr. 
Foote lectured on Zola’s Rome. The number of fresh faces 
was considerably increased, and the presence of a fair pro
portion of ladies gave a certain brightness to the room. 
Mr. Charles Watts, who was accidentally disengaged, took 
the chair, and announced the literature so persuasively that 
the bookstall was nearly cleared. The lecture was listened 
to with profound attention, and very warmly applauded.

Mr. Hartmann had come up from Camberwell to take the 
chair for Mr. Foote, but finding Mr. Watts there he very 
much preferred to take a seat in the auditorium. Mr. 
Hartmann informs us that he has accepted the office of 
Treasurer to the National Secular Society.

Mr. Foote lectures at the Atlienreum Hall (73 Tottenham 
Court-road) again this evening (Sept. 6), taking for his 
subject—“ Turks and Christians: An Object Lesson in 
Religious Brotherhood.” Freethinkers should induce their 
more orthodox friends to come and hear this lecture.
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prominence to be given to the following resolution, pro
posed at its last meeting by Mr. W. Heaford and seconded 
by Mr. Moss, and carried unanimously : “ That this Execu
tive hereby expresses its indignation at the charges against 
the President adverted to in the statement headed ‘Personal 
in the Freethinker of August 30, and endorses the terms ot 
Mr. Foote’s condemnation of the action of his personal 
libellers.” The members present, and voting for this 
resolution, were : Messrs. E. Bater, C. Cohen, R. Forder, 
T. Gorniot, W. Heaford. W. Leat, M. Loafer, A. B. Moss, E- 
W. Quay, C. Quinton, F. Schaller, P. Sabine, H. J. Stace, E- 
Truelove, George Ward, Charles Watts, and J. M. Wheeler.

Mr. Charles Watts lectures to-day, September 6, three 
times in the Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Manchester. As 
this will be his last visit to the district prior to his 
departure for America, no doubt friends will muster in good 
force. Mr. Watts desires us to state that he will be pleased 
to meet his personal friends from Failsworth, Oldham, 
Bolton, and Blackburn. After the evening lecture Mr. 
Watts will say a few words as to his and Mr. Foote’s object 
in visiting America. ___

Mr. C. Cohen will be lecturing in the Manchester district 
from September 20 to October 25. Branches requiring week- 
night lectures should apply to him immediately. Mr. Cohen 
has authorization, where necessary, to arrange week-night 
meetings under Mr. Foote’s Lecture Scheme.

We see that a debate is to take place between Mr. Cohen 
and the Rev. A. J. Waldron on Theism and Atheism. Time, 
Thursday and Friday, September 24 and 25; place, the 
Secular Hall, Manchester. The chair will be taken at 8 each 
evening. No doubt there will be a crowded attendance.

The Spiritualists have just succeeded in doing what Mr. 
Foote is trying to get done for Secularism. “ Tbe London 
Spiritualist Alliance, Limited,” has at last been incorporated, 
with the sanction of the Board of Trade. Money-making is 
not the object, which is simply to obtain legal security for 
the Alliance’s property and funds. • Among the signatories 
to the Articles of Association are the Earl of Radnor, Mr. 
P. S. Wyndham, Dr. Alfred R. Wallace, and Major-General 
A. W. Drayson. The success of this effort, of which we were 
ignorant until a few days ago, should stimulate Secularists 
to obtain (if possible) the same security. We hope the 
Scheme which Mr. Foote published in last week’s Free
thinker will be considered immediately by all who are 
interested in the matter, with a view to suggestions or 
emendations. Mr. Foote wishes—in fact, intends—to start 
the proposed new Association before his visit to America.

A Blackpool friend reports that Mr. Grange, of Bradford, 
has been doing good in that popular watering-place by 
discoursing on the sands. Notwithstanding some rowdyism, 
it is evident a good impression was made, and a few similar 
visits would make Blackpool less of a parson’s paradise than 
it is to-day.

We have received from Berlin the first numbers of Der 
Eigene, an organ of modern Individualism of the school of 
Max Stirner and Friedrich Nietzsche. Der Eigene is edited 
by Adolf Brand, and among the contributions are articles 
by Robert lteitzel, Bruno Wille, and Eduard von Hartmann.

Nya Sanningar gives a good portrait and biography of 
Charles Bradlaugh. Under the editorship of Mr. Petrus 
Asplund, our Swedish Freethought contemporary presents 
a very creditable appearance, and we wish it all prosperity.

Fraternity, which is now under the editorship of Mr. 
Frank Smith, has in its September number some excellent 
verses on how Christian civilization is promoted abroad. 
They are entitled “ A Light on Darkest Africa.”

The Blackburn Branch takes it annual picnic this Sunday, 
going by the West Lancashire line to Longton. The return 
fare is Is. 6d., and the train starts at 8.10 a.m. A  substantial 
dinner has been arranged for those who desire it at the Rid 
Lion Hotel. ___

The Liverpool Branch resumes its Sunday evening meet
ings in St. Anne’s Hall to-night, when Mr. L. Small, B.oc-> 
lectures on “ Faith and Reason.”

Members of the N.S.S. are desired to note that the 
Society’s new office is at 377 Strand, LondoD, W., near 
Exeter Hall. The entrance is in Exeter-street, next door 
to Manfield’s boot-shop, and the office is on the second 
floor. All letters should be addressed therp to Miss Vance, 
secretary. During the past week she has been enjoying a 
well-earned holiday. Henceforth she will generally be 
found at the office during business hours. Members and 
friends are invited to call.

The National Secular Society’s Executive desires special

It is quite refreshing to hear a voice raised in the ordinary
press against Mr. Wilson Barrett’s play, The Sign of the 
which is so severely criticised in Mr. Foote’s pamphlet, the 
Manchester City News writes as follows of the recent pr°' 
dnotion of this play at the local Theatre Royal : “ Since Mr- 
Wilson Barrett’s pîay was here last, it has captured a secwÇ 
of the non-theatre-going public. Bishops have blessed i , 
and clergymen in numbers have witnessed the performance®! 
and gone in raptures over the struggles of Marcus SajjerbU'- 
There lias even been talk again of the union of the Chm’Ç , 
and the Stage, and of the great mission of the Stage, &tal
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theatre-goers will smile in wonder at the ferment caused, 
and read with astonishment of the gushing of the religious 
world, the members of which acclaim the play as a great 
work of art. It is nothing of the sort. It is only a skilful 
melodrama, in which the author was clever enough to give 
a slight coloring of the struggle between Christianity and 
Paganism. The story is a pure melodramatic one, and because 
it appeals to the primitive feelings, is beautifully staged, 
and competently acted, it is a success.”

“ Celsus ” sends a very good letter on “ The Bible in 
Schools” to the Dundee Peoples Journal (August 22). He 
says very truly : “ The Churches are impelled by the law of 
self-preservation when they insist upon religious instruction 
in schools. They cannot trust to the process of persuading 
grown men and women, hence their anxiety to get hold of 
the child before it is able to reason for itself. Secular 
education means death to p: iestcraft, and the clergy of all 
denominations know it.” ____

Toronto is one of the most kirk-ruled cities in the world. 
We are glad to see from our excellent Canadian con
temporary, Secular Thought, that an agitation for Sunday 
street cars has been started there. A deputation of some 
of the most respected business men of the city waited 
upon the mayor, who promised that the matter should be 
considered at once. ___

Mr. Philip Walter, who a quarter of a century am was 
secretary to the East London Free Sunday Society, tells how 
S't that time prosecutions for Sunday trading were stopped. 
He says : “ I applied for a summons against the Duke of 
Argyll’s coachman for driving the Marquis of Lome and 
Princess Louise, then newly married, to service at Camden 
Hill Church on Sunday. I afterwards applied at Hammer
smith for summonses against the contractor for watering 
the roads near Kensington Palace, against the ice merchant 
for serving Kensington Palace, and against a Kensington 
fishmonger for sending a jowl of salmon to the Palace. Mr. 
Ingham, afterwards Sir James, refused my application, and 
informed me that no more summonses of the kind would be 
issued to any one.” ___

President Putnam has been fallen foul of by two Spokane 
ministers. “ Putnam’s vile, debased, and infamous blas
phemy,” they say, “ so coarse and vulgar that we would not 
stoop to answer, would in England send him to prison upon 
the charge of immorality and partial insanity.” No, it 
■wouldn't. President Putnam was lecturing over here last 
summer, and gave us a good taste of his “ vile, debased, and 
infamous blasphemy,” but no Christian thought of prose
cuting him. Our readers will probably conclude, after 
reading the pious and charitable language of these Spokane 
ministers, that President Putnam is vigorously upon the 
war-path. The orthodox rage, but “ Samuel” still sleeps 
Well o’ nights. ____

President Putnam got into a five nights’ debate with these 
two men of God—Rev. Mr. Euster (Methodist) and Rev. 
Mr. Hause (Baptist). They turned out to be a most incom
petent couple. They were to carry Jesus Christ through 
the debate, but they were about as wise and well-informed 
a? the two animals who carried him into Jerusalem. One 
"it of the proceedings was very entertaining. We give it in 
I utnam’s own words from the New York Truthseeker.

“ The best point of the whole debate was in regard to 
criminal statistics. I read some of these from official 
records, which proved that Christianity was no preventive 
°f_ crime. The Rev. Euster denounced these as false. He 
®aid that he would go to the Spokane jail and rely on the 
home record. So he went to the jail and inquired of each 
Prisoner, he averred, as to his belief or non-belief, and 
Reported as follows: One Christian and 36 infidels among 
3' criminals at Spokane jail. I thought this a rather extra
ordinary statement; but I was in no position to dispute the 
truth of it. It might possibly be that there were 36 infidels 
?mong 37 criminals ; or it might be the prisoners put up a 
Job on the reverend inspector. However, my friend, Mr. 
Daniel Reymond, thought he would inquire into the matter; 
and so he went to the jail. He found the prisoners in a 
hubbub. They were denouncing the Rev. Euster for lying 
ubout them ; and some threatened to lick him. They were 
Christians, they said, and not infidels. Some of the 
Prisoners declared that Rev. Euster never asked them about 
their belief.” ------
, “ Well, this was a revelation indeed. I could scarcely 
believe that Euster was such a colossal liar. But, to make 
sure, Mr. Reymond and Mr. Richard Sharpless went over to 
the jail, and, in the presence of the jailer, interviewed every 
?Ue of the prisoners, and put to them the following question, 
Are you an Infidel, or are you a Christian?’ In reply to 

this there appeared to be 33 Christians, 3 Infidels, and 1 
Chinaman, who refused to answer. The jailer himself 
SjKned the report as a true account of the answers. I read 
this report at the evening meeting. It was a thunderstroke

on the Rev. Euster. He was simply dazed. It seemed to 
take the breath out of him, and he was as pale as a sheet. 
The audience applauded to the echo. It was a ‘ stem- 
winder’ indeed. Euster in his agony clutched at one- 
desperate resort. He would appoint a committee himself to 
investigate and make a report. We said nothing, but let 
him appoint his own men—Rabbi Farber, Professor Casson, 
and Mr. Mohr, all good men. We could trust them for a 
true report. We were pleased, of course, that Euster was 
thus preparing a boomerang for his devoted head. We 
waited with equanimity for the report. It was given the 
next evening. Mr. Euster tried to choke off his own com
mittee, but failed. .The audience demanded their testimony. 
The chairman, Judge Maguire, read the report. The ques
tions asked by this committee were different from ours. 
They inquired, ‘ Are you a church member?’ ‘ Do you 
accept the Bible as a divine revelation ?’ The summary of the 
report was as follows, replies being given by each prisoner : 
29 church members, 2 Indians who claimed to be Catholics, 
5 non-church members, and 1 Chinaman who refused to 
answer. This report was actually more antagonistic to 
Euster than our own, for it showed that 29 were church 
members, out-of 37. Euster subsided. He had nothing to 
say. I gave him a chance to criticise the report, but he 
refused to do so. He took his medicine meekly, and actually 
moved to adopt the report which branded him as a liar. 
Poor man ! I did pity him. He was caught in his own trap.”

VOLTAIRE AS A FREEMASON.

Nothing was more likely to arouse the ever-ready wit 
and ridicule of Voltaire than mummery and pretence, and 
I imagine that much in modern English Freemasonry would 
have excited his sarcastic gibes. But, in the latter half of 
last century, Freemasonry in France was distinctly a power 
for good, as it still is in a large degree. It preached the 
simple doctrines of liberty, equality, and fraternity, irre
spective of class or creed. It offered an asylum and assist
ance to the oppressed, and Voltaire had felt in his own 
person the effects of tyranny. It sought to dissipate the 
darkness of ignorance, prejudice, and superstition, and to 
substitute peace for war. These were the objects Voltaire 
had at heart. Yet it was not until his last visit to Paris, 
at the venerable age of eighty-four, that the patriarch of 
Ferney became a member of the craft.

The Lodge which Voltaire joined had been founded by 
Helvetius, the Freethinking author of De VEsprit, the 
work which Mme. Du Deffand said “ told everybody’s 
secret.” It was called La Loge des Neuf Sœurs, the nine 
sisters being, of course, the muses. It was intended by 
Helvetius as a meeting-place of men of letters and culture, 
leaders in the warfare of emancipation. Helvetius died 
in 1771, but at the time of Voltaire’s initiation the brethren 
of the Lodge comprised many eminent names. Benjamin 
Franklin was a member ; Count, de Gebelin another. It 
was upon these two Voltaire leant during his reception. 
Perhaps the most eminent member of the Lodge, and among 
the highest Masons then living, was the famous astronomer, 
J. J. Lalande, the inspirer of two well-known Freethought 
works, the Origine de tous tes Cultes of Dupuis, and the 
Dictionnaire des Athées of Sylvain Maréchal.

With many members of light and leading, the Loge des 
Neuf Sœurs was anxious that the Nestor of Freethought 
should join their ranks. He was initiated on June 7, 1778, 
the ceremony being in the hands of Lalande, master of the 
Lodge. When he was invested with the insignia, which 
had formerly belonged to Helvetius, he touched it with his 
lips. When presented with gloves, he said : “  Since these 
gloves are intended for one attached to me with honest 
affection, let them be given to Belle et Bonne.”*

The truly venerable Brother Voltaire did not live long. 
The Lodge of the Nine Sisters held a funeral ceremony of 
their own, at which Lalande presided, supported by 
Franklin and Count Swagonoff. Lechangeux was orator, 
and La Dixmerie also pronounced l’Eloge de Voltaire. 
Sisters were present, so it seems this lodge did not then 
exclude women.

The Freemasons of Paris have ever been proud that 
Voltaire became a member of their order. The Church, 
too, has not forgotten it, and in seeking, as it is now doing, 
to identify Freemasonry with all that is wicked and 
diabolical, it does not forget to remind the faithful that 
the corypbæus of infidelity was a Freemason.

S a t . B h a i .

* “ Fair and Good,”  the name given to Mlle, de Varicourt, who 
attended Voltaire in his old age.
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

First Meeting at the New Office.
The N.S.S. Executive met for the first time at its new 
office, 377 Strand, on Thursday evening, August 27. Mr. 
G. W. Foote (President) was in the chair, and there were 
present: E. Bater, C. Cohen, R. Forder, T. Gorniot, W. 
Heaford, M. Loafer, W. Leat, A. B. Moss, F. Scballer, P. 
Sabine, H. J. Stace, E. Truelove, E. W. Quay, C. Quinton, 
G. Ward, G. J. Warren, J. M. Wheeler, and Miss Vance 
(secretary). *

Minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 
confirmed, the President reported as to his scheme for an 
Association to defeat the Blasphemy Laws as affecting the 
pecuniary rights of Secularism. On the question whether 
the Executive should express a wish as to the personnel of 
the Association at its start, it was deemed best to leave the 
initiation entirely in the hands of the President.

Mr. Forder reported re the balance of the Bradlaugh 
Memorial Fund. Some communications had been received 
from subscribers, but the matter had not been completed. 
The Executive expressed a serious and strong hope that it 
would be so by the next meeting, and Mr. Forder said he 
would do his best to have it settled by then.

The Heckmondwike Branch desired to change its name to 
the Spen Valley Branch. This was agreed to.

Applications for assistance from tne Westminster, Fins
bury, Finsbury Park, and Regent’s Park Branches were 
considered. It was impossible to make grants at the 
moment, so the applications were left in the President’s 
hands, to be dealt with as might be found possible from the 
result of the Shilling Month appeal.

The President then addressed the Executive on a matter 
which they might consider of some importance. For some 
time past, as he thought many of them knew, he had been 
the object of much malicious slander. All he had to do with 
the Society’s funds was to raise money for it, from time to 
time, in the Freethinker. The balance-sheets showed that 
he had done this for several years, but he had not done so 
during the past year, and the Society had in consequence to 
meet a deficit on the General Fund. Three years ago the 
Annual Conference decided that the Treasurership should 
be abolished, and that the Society’s money should be banked 
in the name of two persons, who should sign cheques for 
what was withdrawn for expenditure. This had been done. 
The persons first appointed to draw cheques were the 
President and Mr. G. Standring, and when the latter 
resigned Mr. R. Forder was appointed in his stead. The 
President did not check the Society’s accounts in any way. 
When the’ monthly statement, audited by the finance com
mittee, was laid on the table for the Executive, it was as 
new to him as to anyone present. Nor had he ever attended 
at the annual audit by the two auditors elected at the Con
ference. They did their work without any sort of suggestion 
from him. Nevertheless, owing to cowardly scandal-mongers, 
an impression had got abroad that the President first helped 
himself to the Society’s funds, and after him the paid assistant 
secretary. Of course the Executive knew that this was a 
grotesque absurdity ; still, they might think that some 
change was necessary in order to disarm ill-grounded 
suspicions. More than this he would not say, and he left 
the matter in their hands.

Mr. Charles Watts moved that the Treasurership be 
revived. Personally, he was perfectly satisfied with the 
existing arrangement, but the scandal-mongers were mis
leading innocent people, and a change was requisite even to 
protect the President from any possible misunderstanding.

Mr. C. Cohen seconded the motion in a few words, endors
ing Mr. Watts’s reasons.

A question arose whether the contemplated change could 
be made constitutionally. The President answered that 
one of his functions was to deal with emergencies. It was 
his duty to protect the Constitution, but it was also his duty 
to protect the Society; and if the Executive thought the 
occasion critical, and a change necessary, he would take the 
responsibility of letting it be done, ana submit the matter 
for final adjudication to the next Conference. He declined 
to say anything himself, however, as to whether any change 
should be made, or what it should be, as he was resolved not 
to lay himself open to the slightest misconception.

Mr. Gorniot strongly opposed the motion. They were all 
satisfied, and why should they yield an inch to liars and 
intriguers whose only object was to break up the Society 1

Mr. R. Forder and Mr. G. Ward also opposed the motion. 
They were decidedly in favor of the existing arrangement. 
Mr. Heaford, Mr. Moss, and others, supported the motion. 
Finally it was carried by a considerable majority.

Mr. Hartmann was proposed as Treasurer by Mr. Cohen, 
and seconded by Mr. Heaford. This was carried.

The President said he had remained neutral, but he now 
welcomed the alteration ; in fact, if nothing had been done, 
he should have declined to sign any more cheques.

Mr. Gorniot introduced a circular calling the N.S.S. (in 
brief) a failure and a fraud, and containing statements
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which were as false as they were insulting. This gave rise 
to a long discussion. The Executive asked to have the 
President’s “ Personal” statement in the Freethinker. On 
its being read, the following resolution was moved by Mr. 
W. Heaford, and seconded by Mr. Arthur B. Moss : “ That 
this Executive hereby expresses its indignation at the 
charges against the President adverted to in the statement 
headed 1 Personal ’ in the Freethinker of August 30, and 
endorses the terms of Mr. Foote’s condemnation of the 
action of his personal libellers.” This was carried unani
mously.

After some formal business, the roll was called, and the 
Executive adjourned until the last Thursday in September.

E. M. Vance (Secretary).

B O O K  C H A T .

The original edition of Shelley’s Queen Mab is now of 
extreme rarity, and commands a large price. In 1822, nine 
years after its first issue, Richard Carlile had in his possession 
180 copies, as appears from a notice in the Republican of that 
date (p. 979), which Mr. E. Truelove has transcribed for us. 
It reads : “ Queen Mab.—There are now no less than four 
editions of this work on sale, but I would caution all my 
friends against imperfect editions selling under the imprint, 
William Clarke. I was not aware of it until within the last 
week. At 5 Water-lane, Fleet-street, perfect copies may be 
had under my imprint at seven-and-six in boards, and any 
other copies selling under my name are not for my profit, or 
under my control. I have also purchased the whole of the 
remaining copies of the original edition printed by Mr. 
Shelley in 1813. There were but 180 copies left, and these 
will be sold at the same price in sheets to those friends  ̂of 
Mr. Shelley, or others, who may prize an original copy. The 
difference in the original and my present edition is, that the 
notes of the latter are all translated. The imperfections of 
the copy selling under the imprint of William Clarke consist 
in the exclusion of all those words and sentences which some 
simpleton considered libellous. They were sold by the printer 
at little better than waste-paper price, and are now put forth 
as perfect copies.—R ichard Caelile.”

*  *  *

The wider sweep given to ethics by the doctrine of evolu
tion is seen in the work on Thier Ethik, “ Animal Ethics, 
by Ignatz Bregenzer. In the eyes of religion God made 
animals but for human benefit. “ Doth God care for oxen" 
asks Paul. In the eyes of early law those only have rights 
who can enforce them, but in the eyes of evolution all living 
things have a claim to happy existence. Bregenzer is a Free- 
thinker and a Darwinian, and recognizes in animism the 
starting point of religious development; but he, in common 
with our friend Mr. Salt, of tne Humanitarian League, 
recognizes animals’ claim, not merely to kindly feeling, but to 
right of protection in their own interests.

* * *
Monsieur Nourisson, a well-known member of the French 

Institute, has published through P. Lethielleux, of Paris, a 
new work on Voltaire et le Voltairianisme.

* * *
As the principles of the Church are undermined in the 

minds of the educated and leisured classes, it is sure to seek 
to strengthen its influences over the masses by claiming as 
its own popular social movements which in their first incep
tion it did its utmost to stifle. The movement for the sub
stitution of co-operation for competition is one it will more 
and more attempt to nobble, and how far it is going in this 
direction on the continent is brought out in the work on 
Catholic Socialism, by Francesco S. Nitti.

* * *
We regret to learn that Mr. E. E. Russell, the editor of 

New York: Public Opinion and author of The Reason Why-, 
the Freethought novel noticed by Mr. Wheeler in our last 
number, is suffering from consumption, and has had to retire 
to the country, trying to make some headway against the 
disease. We sincerely trust that the tragedy of his hero s 
early death will not be repeated in his own case.

* * *
In the Jewish Year Book just published Mr. Joseph Jacobs 

gives a paper on “ Jewish Messiahs,” who appear to have 
been sufficiently numerous. “ Even when the supply 
Messiahs,” says Mr. Jacobs, “ was not equal to the demand 
caused by persecution, Jews have continued to expect » 
redemption throughout the ages; and Zunz, the German 
Jewish scholar, has given a list of no less than 86 dates on 
which Messiahs were prophesied and expected. Saadia fixed 
the year of hope in 964, Rashi in 1352. In 1211 no few® 
than COO Rabbis from England and France travelled t 
Jerusalem because they expected the coming of the Messia 
in the following year. The Sohar, as we have seen, fix® 
upon the fateful year 1648, or as an alternative 1840. I®,
year 1900 appears to be the latest of the dates on whm
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Jewish hopes have been fixed, and there have been move
ments in England giving a practical direction to the con
ception of the return to the Holy Land.” Fanatic faith 
outlives all disappointment. Jesus promised to return in 
the lifetime of his disciples, and Brother Baxter adjourns his 
advent from year to year. The Jews ought to have been 
restored in the times of Isaiah, and they still look forward 
to the fulfilment of prophesy. The funny thing is the 
Christians would be awfully vexed if their Savior did come, 
and the Jews would not return to Palestine without com
pulsion.

* * *
Humanity, the organ of the Humanitarian League, for 

September, opens with an interesting article on “ Humanity 
and Art.” This is followed by a temperate, though ghastly, 
account by Ernest Bell of the Jewish slaughter-houses at 
Deptford. Eleanor Beeby writes feelingly, and withal 
sensibly, on Capital Punishment. Next comes a letter from 
Mr. Auberon Herbert, deprecating any appeal to law, and 
advising entire reliance on moral agencies. An anonymous 
contributor inquires what would be done by Humanitarians 
with surplus animals, which would come into existence 
under the inexorable law of population. Would they not 
have to be killed ? Would not some selection have to be 
made to keep up the breed ? And would not that involve 
extermination or disablement from procreation ? The 
number has also a letter on the Maybrick case, which, except 
as illustrating prison treatment, is beside the object of the 
Humanitarian League. Whether a prisoner is innocent or 
guilty is a judicial question.  ̂ ^

. The Literary Guide for September has a good and interest- 
jug list of contents, including an interview with Moncure D. 
Conway, the Rationalist preacher of South Place Institute. 
The reviews and book notices are up to date and generally 
excellent.

CORRESPONDENCE.

DEAN FREMANTLE AND CHRISTIANITY.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—As “ fairplay ” and justice are virtues not confined 
to Christians, I am glad to believe, and feel sure, that you 
will allow me to make some reply to your strictures upon 
Uiy action in regard to Dean Fremantle’s insidious attack 
Upon the Christian religion in the Fortnightly Review. In 
commenting upon my indignation and agony of mind at the 
tact of a chief dignitary of our Church trying to pull down 
the whole fabric of our holy religion, which our Church 
Pays him £1,000 a year to teacn, you observe: “ The 
Anglican Father is more sensitive than sensible.” If you 
could realize what our religion is to us who really believe in 
it, and what Jesus Christ is to our hearts which He has filled 
with His love and rest and peace, you would not wonder at 
our being “ sensitive ” when a man who is paid £1,000 a year 
to teach our religion and creeds takes the money, but does 
all he can to destroy the Faith in every detail ana part of it. 
W]hy, even on the lowest grounds of commercial honesty, my 
dear sir, you should not wonder at a Christian’s sensitiveness. 
Dean Fremantle not only pockets the £1,000 a year, but 
also has the daring wickedness to receive the Holy Sacra
ment of Christ’s body and blood in Ripon Cathedral, where 
be publicly denies every single article of the Creeds, even to 
Hie existence of God himself, or any divine revelation. I 
candidly confess that, if I were in Ripon Cathedral when 
T remantle was about to perpetrate this horrible sacrilege, 
T should feel that I must protest by tongue and by hand. 
To receive our Holy Mysteries is a thousand times worse 
than pocketing the £1,000 a year of the Church’s endow
ments. Is my protest not “ sensible,” Mr. Editor ? Do you 
think we have no right or reason to complain in the very 
loudest and most determined manner ? Why can the Dean 
not make an honest man of himself and openly join you 1 
Then we should have not a word of complaint against him. 
. T regurd you, sir, as a gentleman and a man of honor, but, 
u you were Dean of Ripon, taking from the Church £1,000 
a year and profaning our sacraments, I should say you were 
a rogue, a thief, a perjurer, a villain of the very vilest kind. 
And should I not be right! Would you, believing no more 
and no less than Fremantle, have allowed Lord Rosebery 
to make you Dean of Ripon ? Would you, if you were 
offered £1,000 a year to declare you believed the Creeds, 
every Sunday in public worship go through the mockery of 
saying, “ I believe in God the Father Almighty,” etc., 
^hile, all the time, you publicly, in the press, denied every 
tingle statement of these Creeds, and wrote to try arid destroy 
the faith of your readers in them also ? Would you ? You 
Know you would not.

You say : “ Dean Fremantle has been over a year in his 
Position, and none of 'the clergy thought of raising their 
voices against his appointment.” Yes ; I did ! and wrote to 
J-'Ordl Rosebery asking him how he could dare thus to insult 
our Lord Jesus Christ and His Church in this land by

making an Atheist a Dean, giving him, at the same time, 
Fremantle’s own published denial of God, etc. Then I called 
a public meeting for further protest, which I have continued 
ever since; and it is now beginning to take effect in all 
directions. The Archbishop of York has taken the matter 
up, the clergy are rousing themselves, important laymen arS 
on the stir, and we will purge out this evil thing from our 
midst. It shall be shown that Fremantle’s cruel boast that 
we Christians don’t care, and will tolerate anything, and are 
past contending for our Faith, is not true. We do care ; and 
many of us are ready to die, if needs be, for our adorable 
Lord and God, Jesus Christ, sooner than tolerate any longer 
such a monstrous and cruel wrong as that the author of 
Theology under its Changed Conditions should be suffered to 
receive the sacraments in our Church, and be paid as a Dean 
£1,000 for destroying our religion right and left. It shows 
what a sham the Church Association and English Church 
Union are—they don’t care two straws \vhen God, our Lord 
Jesus, the Bible, and the Atonement of Christ are assailed ; 
they keep their money, their time, their energies, for fighting 
for and against candles and vestments !

The Archbishop of Canterbury allowed all this “ Free- 
thought” teaching to go on for years, when Fremantle was 
one of his Canons. People used to leave Canterbury 
Cathedral after Fremantle’s preaching, saying how anxious 
he seemed to be to show them that there was nothing to believe 
in. The Archbishop of York says he does not wonder at 
my “ alarm and disquietude ” at the Dean’s teaching. He 
writes to another clergyman that he is going to give the 
matter his, serious attention. But his Grace says : “ The 
matter must first be dealt with by the Bishop of Ripon.” 
“ The Bishop of Ripon” endorses the Dean’s blasphemies, 
and writes to me that the Dean is “ a man of God but by 
“ God” the Dean publicly teaches that he means “ rather a 
force or law" than a personal being. The Bishop must, 
therefore, be an infidel out and out himself ; so he will have 
to be put out first, I suppose, before we can get at his “ man 
of God ”—“ force or law,” that is.

And now, dear sir, in conclusion, may I remark upon 
your words, “ That the clergy are little likely to do so [pro
test] when urged by one usually regarded as a rank out
sider”? I may be a “ rank outsider” in position, as an 
isolated monk, but not an “ outsider ” as far as the Faith in 
our Lord and His religion is concerned; for Christians of 
all sorts rally round me, I am thankful to say—High and 
Low Church, Roman Catholics, and Dissenters alike—and 
we are allowed to realize what a oneness of love, life, hope, 
aim, and interests we all possess in our one Beloved Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Ignatius, O.S.B., Monk.
P.S.—If anything would cause a wholesale exodus to 

Rome from our Church, this Fremantle affair will, unless the 
Bishops begin to act determinately. Thank God, in the 
Church of Rome such dishonesty could not exist a single 
day

P R O F A N E  J O K ES .
A bishop, who thought every boy and girl should repeat 

the Thirty-nine Articles as well as the Catechism, asked a 
youthful scholar if he had read the Thirty-nine Articles. 
“ No,” said the boy ; “  but I have read the Party Thieves.”

“ What is the highest dignitary of the Church ?” was asked 
of another scholar. The boy looked up and down, and 
replied : “ The weather-cock.”

A certain sky-pilot wrote to a certain judge for a sub
scription to restore his church. He reminded the judge 
that the bones of an ancestor lay buried in the chancel. He 
said that the parishioners were proud of the fact that the 
ancestor of so distinguished a man was a native of their 
village, and that there was nothing that they valued more 
highly than his bones. He then went on in the usual 
manner to ask for a subscription. The eminent one was 
quite equal to the occasion. He said that he felt proud of 
the letter that had been addressed to him, and expressed 
great satisfaction at the memory of his grandfather being so 
much revered. “ Still more gratified do I feel,” he said, “ at 
the mention you have made of his bones, and as you value 
them so highly it will give me great pleasure to present 
them to you.” And that was all the subscription that 
parson got.

The parson of N-----wants a new church. He has made
a pilgrimage of his parish, and in various other ways known 
to his kina has tried to raise the wind, with the result that 
he has collected between £2,000 and £3,000. He then
quarrelled with the parish (except one man), and N-----
vows the parson will get no more money there. Nothing 
dismayed, the parson—with the funds in hand—commences 
gaily to build a church, which is estimated to cost £8,000, 
and recently he had an Archbishop to lay the foundation 
stone. One Sunday evening he had to read for the second 
lesson the latter part of Luke xiv., and if you turn up the 
Bible you will see where the fun comes in.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

£ Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
The Athenteum Hall (73 Tottenham Oourt-road, W.) : 7.30, 

G. W, Foote, “  Turks and Christians : An Object Lesson in Religious 
Brotherhood.”

Bkadlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's 
Pond): 7.15, T. Thurlow, “ Nunquam’s Merrie England.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30, 
O. Cohen, “  What Think ye of Christ ?”

Pbnton Hall (81 Pentonville-road—Humanitarian Society): 7, 
Joachim Kaspary, “ Atheism.”

W est London Branch (“ Sun in Splendor,”  Portobello-road, Notting 
Hill Gate) : Tuesday,‘at 8.80, Business meeting.

Open-A ir  Propaganda .
Camberwell (Statiomroad): 11.30, A  lecture.
Camberwell Branch (Peckham E ye): 3.15, A demonstration. 
Clerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch): 11.30, A lecture. 
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, Stanley Jones will lecture. 
Finsbury Park  (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch : 11.15, 

S. E. Easton, “ The Exodus 3.15, A lecture.
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, A. B. Moss, “ Myth and 

Miracle.”
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, A lecture ; 3.30, A. B. Moss, 

“  Myth and Miracle.”
Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, A lecture. 
Kingsland (Ridley-road): 11.30, C. Cohen, “ Belief in God.”
Mile End W a ste : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Bible as a Humorous 

Book ” ; 6.30, Mr. Ward, “  Can Christ Save Us ?”
Old Pimlico Pier : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Myth, Magic, and Miracles.” 
V ictoria Par k  (near the fountain): 11.15, A  lecture; 3.16, O. 

Cohen will lecture.
COUNTRY.

Blackburn : Annual Pic-nic. Train to Longton at 8 a.m. Return 
fare, Is. 6d.

Bristol Branch (Mr. Leake’s, 19 Chaplain-road): 6.30, Meeting of 
members.

Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, W. Holme3, 
“  Radicalism and Socialism.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, L. Small, B.Sc., 
“  Faith and Reason.” Committee meeting after lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints 1 : Charles 
Watts—11, “  Cromwell and English Freedom” ; 3, “ The Difficulties of 
Theism ’’ ; 6.30, “  Heaven or Earth : Which ?”

S heffield Secular Society (Hail of Science, Rockingham-street): 
7, Pleasant Sunday evening—musical and other recitals.

R ochdale (Board Room, Co-operative Hall, No. 2 Building, Toad- 
lane) : 6.30, Members’ meeting.

Open-A ir  Propaganda.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp ., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christiana-
[Edited in conjunction with W . P. Ball.] Superior edition, 
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

My R esu rrection . A  Missing Chapter from the Gospel ol 
Matthew, discovered by G. W . Foote. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A  Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A  Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id .
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written.

(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cam 
and Abel, Id .; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id .; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id ., 
(6) Lot’s W ife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8) The Wandering 
Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id .; (ID 
Jonah and the Whale, Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A  Virgin 
Mother, Id .; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, 
Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ ? A  Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d. 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A Lie 

in Five Chapters. Id.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply

to General Booth. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W. J. Rendell’s “ W ife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law o f Population, p. 32, and Dr- 
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY at No. 15 Chadwell- 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in large1 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

Northampton (Oow Meadow) : J. Rowney—11.15, “  The Sermon on 
the Mount ” ; 6, “  Holy Moses & Co.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
O. Co HEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E —September 6, 

m., Bidley-road ; a., Yictoria Park ; e., Camberwell. 13, m., Yictoria 
Park ; a., Regent’s Park ; e., Camberwell. 17 and 18, Derby. 20, Man
chester. 24 and 25, Debate with Rev. Mr. Waldron, Manchester. 26, 
Manchester. 29 and 30, Blackburn. October 1, Blackburn. 4, Man
chester.

A. B. Moss. 44 Oredon-road. London, S.E.—September 6, m., West
minster ; a., Hyde Park ; e., Kilburn. 13, m., Mile End ; a., Finsbury 
Park; e., Bradlaugh Club. 20, m., Camberwell. October 4, m., West
minster; 11, e., Bradlaugh Club.

POSITIVISM.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
Bew are of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell & Oo. ” and “  J. W. Rendall,” etc., being speciously 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for A utograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688.

in Fed Ink on each Box, without w hich  None are Genuine-
Higginsou’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d-, 

xnd 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. "u’ 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

W. J. RENDELL. 15 Chadwell-st., Clerksnwell. E.C*

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Conversational meetings, open to all,
at Mr. Coates’s, 13 Derby-street, every Sunday, at 7.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
YOUR BABY WON’T THRIVE,
YOUR BOY OR GIRL IS DELICATE,
YOU ARE ILL AND CAN’T GET WELL,
YOU WISH A SOUND BRAIN IN A HEALTHY BODY,

Consult DR. T , R. ALLINSON,
4 SPANISH PLAGE, MANCHESTER SQUARE, LONDON, W. 

Fee 10a. 6d. from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. To working classes, 5s., from 6 to 8 p.m.
Dr . ALLINSON cures without drugs or operations. He has 10,000 con

sultations yearly. Send 10s. for his “ Book of Health.”

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
I f  you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6tL; extraction, 
la. ; painless by gas, 5s.

T H E  BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in sloth, gilt lettered.

Price Is., post free.
*** In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, _

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 P 
at ONE PENNY, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distributio 
a dozen post free. e<

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the ^ 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to x“ 0, 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the 
Malthusian cause and tc Human well-being generally is just k18 0 or»l 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical *n“ y1icbrt 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by w 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites 
lowest possible prices.” . and

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. AU°n ’ 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms. , j.O-

The Trade supplied by R. Fordkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, Lond , 
Other orders should be sent to the author. G
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BER*8 '
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48 Pages, beautifully printed and elegantly 
bound, price Sixpence,

THE

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A CANDID CRITICISM

OF

MR. W I L S O N  B A R R E T T ’ S P L A Y
BY

G.  W.  F O O T E

C o n t e n t s  :—
A Pious Play 
Blasphemous Abuse 
Melodrama 
“  Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality 
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
The Neronic Persecution
The Forged Passage in Tacitus : its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Ingersoll’s Works,
IN THREE VOLUMES.

FaitK^' —^stakes of Moses ; Reply to Gladstone ; Rome or Reason ; 
M i ari(* Fact; God and Man; Dying Creed; The Ghosts; Great 
Future ’ ■ ^ t*1 an(* ^ Tacle 5 Real Blasphemy ; and The Hope of the

*hd ̂ p1’ —^ e ênce Freethought; Why I am an Agnostic ; Clergy
Honni?1?111011 Sense j Do I Blaspheme ? Marriage and Divorce ; The 
and Faith ; Limits of Toleration ; Arc and Morality ; God
and 03 6 .®tate 5 Hive Topics ; Repairing the Idols; Truth of History ; 

Social Salvation.

W hi?^ —About the Holy Bible ; Oration on the Gods ; Walt
¿ ej  man » Paine the Pioneer; Humanity’s Dabt to Paine; Love the 
of r > ^ efr > Religion of the Future; Breaking the Fetters ; Difficulties 
Murder ’ ®u*cl(*e a ? Haafc Words on Suicide; and Christ and

gilty 3s. 6d. each. Each vol. can be had separately.

London : R  Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Superior edition, superfine paper, cloth,2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS

BY

G. W. FOOTE a n d  W. P. BALL.
Sold also in separate parts as follows :—

""~®ible Contradictious. The contradictions are printed in 
parallel columns. 4d.

Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from .
genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with |, 
aPpropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

'"Sible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness 
trom Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head
line for easy reference. 4d.

•"Bible Immoralities, Indeceucies, Obscenities, Broken
■Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready, price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:
Which is the More Reasonable ?

A PU B L IC  D E B A T E
BETWEEN

Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Eviderce 
Society,

AND

Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of the National Secular 
Society.

Held in the Temperance ITall, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1895.

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily 
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 3d., by post 4d.,

THE

Secularist’s Catechism.
BBINCt

An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to 
the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By  CHARLES WATTS
(Vice-President o f the National Secular Society).

London : Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 

Now Ready, Price Three Shillings,

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST.
ESSAYS ON H U M AN  EVOLUTION.

By J. M. WHEELER.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.

Contents :— Early Religion— Animism— Fetishism and Idolatry 
—Totemism—W ere the Jews Savages ?—Religious Dances— 
Sympathetic M agic—Kings, Priests, and Gods—Sacrifices and 
Scapegoats—Killing the God—Nature Festivals—Lent—Easter— 
May Day— Christmas Customs.

“ The book is well done throughout.”— Weekly Times and Echo.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

THE GRAN D OLD BOOK.
A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY

G. W . F O O T E .
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 

“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents :—Preface—Preliminary Tiew—The Oreation Story—The 
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of 
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London ; R. Eorder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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LAST 10 DAYS OF SALE.
See last week’s “ Freethinker” for list o f Marvellous Bargains. 

SEND AT ONCE, or you will be too late.

Our New Autumn and Winter Patterns are now ready.
We will gladly send them to any address post free on 
approval. Give your orders early before the rush. Tailors 
and Dressmakers can give more attention to the making 
up if  put into their hands before the very busy part o f 
the Season arrives.

SOME LEADING LINES,
LOT 11.— 1 Pair All-wool Blankets, 1 Pair Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 Tablecloth. All carriage paid for 21s.

Brurio cloth for Ladies’ Winter dresses. A plain Habit cloth Is. 9d. per yard, 50 inches wide, in all colors. "We 
have sold this make of cloth during the last six years. Our customers say the only fault they find in the cloth is that 
t wears too long.

Our Special “  F ” Quality Suit in Black or Navy Serge, Check Stripe or Mixture, Brown, Fawn, or Grey Tweed 
To measure, only 35s. Wonderful Value.

Gent’s Scarboro’ Mackintoshes. All colors. 21s. each. Give chest measure and full length.
Our “ Beat-All ” Overcoats, newest designs and colorings in Freizes, Tweeds, Meltons, and Beavers. 32s. Single 

breasted, 35s. Double-breasted. Try one. It will give perfect satisfaction.

Agents wanted everywhere. If you wish to add to your income, send for terms.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

New Series. Much enlarged. Greatly Improved.

THE LITERARY GUIDE:
A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

C o n t e n t s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  N u m b e r  :—

Modern Christianity.
Nietzsche as Prophet.
The Science of Right Living.
The Seed of the Dragon.
An Unbelieving Rector.
Rationalism in the Magazines.
Random Jottings.
Chats about Books.—W ith Dr. Moncure D. Conway. 
Signs and Warnings (from the Religious Press).

2d., by post 2H d.; yearly subscription, 2s. 8d. 
London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Price Threepence,

T H E  C O M I N G  C I V I L I S A T I O N .
An A ddress delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, 

on Sunday, April 12, 1896, to Members and Friends of 
“ T he  C h u rc h  M il it a n t ,”

b y

COLONEL R. G. I N G E R S O L L .

Also, by the same Author, price Threepence,

THE FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH.
C ontents :—1. The Old Testament. 2. The New Testament. 

3. Jehovah. 4. The Trinity. 5. The Theological Christ. 
6. The “ Scheme.” 7. Belief. 8. Conclusion.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER.
BY

G . W . F O O T E .

C ontents

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper 
Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker f0’ 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of the 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No paWs 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE CLACTON TEA TABLE, T ow n  H a l l  B uild«**®;
Clacton-or-Sba .—Hot dinners daily, 12 to 3. Speciality 0f 

ordinary. Tea, coffee, chocolate, fresh made at any time. - f 0t. 
furnished apartments kept for inspection free.—H. Foystbk, ProPrie

Printed and Published byG. W. Footb, at 28 Stonecutter-street,
London, E.O.


