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ANOTHER CONVERTED ATHEIST.

have received a copy of a sermon by the Rev. J. C.
j lowes, vicar of St. James’'s Church, Stockton-on-Tees.
1Was preached to the officers and members of tho local
u[der of Druids—a branch of a great Friendly Society
vhich is well known in all parts of the nation. Its intrinsic
Merits are very slight, and we only criticise it for an
extrinsic reason, which will appear as we proceed.

Mr. Fellowes went in for what is called improving the
PPortunity. Of course he praised the thrift which pro-
ves for a rainy day; but (although he did not use these
Irccise words) he thought still more of tho thrift which
~ovides for the day when it will rain brimstone and fire.
i, "’ell to attend to the affairs of this life, but how about
ct affairs of the life that is to follow this life—the life
Oi'al I  Alas ! they are sadly neglected. People are so
~N'fs.and short-sighted. They putoff joining the Church
I' i risttill it is perhaps too late. “ Join now,” says Mr.
j, °'ves. Be some sort of a Christian, whether Wesleyan,
/Tt'st, Catholic, or Churchman. Any church, like any
letidly society, is better than none. *“ There is a homo
Depared for you in heaven "—God Almighty’s almshouse,

ere ycu may jjve as an eternal pensioner. In that

»«tiful place “ there will be no more partings, no more
cor)0™” ,no ~ness, no pain, but peace, happiness, and

ucnt.” Very attractive, to be sure ; but sois the promise

a fortune held out to a pauper. Fine promises are cheap
C t- The question is, will they be fulfilled 1 Yes,
Vo m Fellowos, if you die in a secular friendly society,
friU»ill have a nico funeral, but if you dio in our religious
prol- y society. you will go straight to glory. This isa
~ nilso which the priests of all religions make to those
¢ O trust them and pay up; but you must die beforo you
tell tCSt th°ir accuracy, and (0 the lucky dogs !) dead men
rodee® N °s >so that a priest's promise has never to be

or] > Eellowcs’ religion is of the personally prudential
wmr  ~ resembles that of the lato liov. Mr. Binney,
Thy exPa'ned “ llow to Make the Best of Both Worlds.”
th<r® aPPears to bo something very fascinating in it to
r e | i nary British Philistine. It is scarcely, however, a
Itf? n “or agentleman. It is so individual, so egotistic,
this 1-rCes this life, and the next so far as it is involved in
tho 1 0.10 a nico calculation of personal advantage. If
re. evil could offer better terms, there would be every
«i-.enlistin g in his service. God happens to offer
him GX dividend, so it is more profitable to invest with
the 1 *Uch is the philosophy of religionists who, without
and sense of humor, affect to dwell on high ethical

sp'ritual levels, far abovo the “ grovelling materialist.”

hack  CUri°us it is that so many Christians turn their
Kvt °n,hc teaching of Christ. "lie never taught people
Was "lako tho best of both worlds. To him this life
for t othing; tho next life everything. Taking thought
trile ? morrow was foolish, if not impious ; wisdom, and
Prie P'ety, consisted in taking thought for tho hereafter,
of (1 y societies exist in direct opposition to the teaching
life7rist SO stroii"- and pressing are the interests of" this
Clticevell in religious circles; yet, by a singular inconsis-
lho® f e ch is difficult to discriminate from hypocrisy,
Christ [len(lly societies get a minister of the Gospel of

to preach them a reassuring sermon, and ho does
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so with the most perfect serenity, without a scintillation of
misgiving.

It is hardly surprising that such preachers—to such
congregations—should stoop to every artifice of priestcraft.
To induce you to patronise their business the priests offer
you a seat in heaven, with the certainty of a seat in hell if
you deal with the opposite house; and to silence criticism,
and disarm suspicion, they have stories of converted
Atheists—men who never deal with the firm to the extent
of sixpence, but who wished on their death-beds that they
had made all their purchases at that establishment. Every
man of God appears to have one of these frightful warnings,
and Mr. Fellowes is no exception to the rule. We give his
account of the curiosity in his own words

“ Again, | have sometimes been asked to go and see a
sick man. | have found his wife in great distress. The
doctor has ordered him to have some strengthening
food ; the wife has not the money to getit. | ask, ‘Is
he in any club1 1No,” I am told ; ‘no; | wish he was.’
Yes, but wishing will not make him a member. A man
has to think about it before he is ill. Once again, Go to
your Order, ye Druids; consider its ways and be wise.
Let me draw another picture. It was in a house in this
parish some years ago ; | heard the man was very ill—
dying, in fact. | saw his wife first, and she told me she
was not sure if her husband would wish to see me, he
was an Atheist. | asked her to go and tell him | was
there, and if he was willing I would go up and see him.
After a little talk with him, | said : ‘ You are an Atheist,
| hoar ; are you quite sure you are right? ‘1 wasone,” he
told me, ‘when 1 was well, but since | have been lying
here, doing nothing but think about it, I am not sure.
O God ! I wish I had been a Christian.’” But, thank God,
His ways are not as man’'s ways : He never refuses to
receive any man who goes to him late or early. During
the weeks that man lingered on he had the opportunity,
and made use of it, to turn to the Savior ; and that man
died a Christian.”

We have seen so many of these converted Atheist
stories, and found so many of them to be frauds, that wo
decline to believe a single one without proof. It is idle to
tell us, as we were told in tho case of tho Atheist Shoe-
maker, that a Christian minister is entitled to be believed
upon his word. This is to puta man in the witness-box and
withdraw him from cross-examination. We haveyet tolearn
that Christian ministers are above the common frailties of
human nature ; and when it comes to lying, we say that they
are under peculiar temptations. In the first place, veracity
is not a special virtuo in the New Testament; in the second
place, falsehood for edification has always been regarded
leniently (to say the least) in the Christian Church; and
in the third place, as a mere matter of fact, the Christian
Church has palmed off so many lies upon the world__lies
which have been thoroughly exposed by modern criticism__
that there is a presumption against, rather than in favour
of, its truthfulness, whenever it states anything which is
obviously to its advantage.

From this point of view, which we are amply justified in
adopting, we beg to ask-Mr. Fellowes a few questions.
How long is “ some years ago”? Will he give us tho
prcciso date ? What was the name of the dying Atheist ho
visited 1 What street did ho live in, and what was tho
number ? Is the dead man’s widow still living, and does
Mr. Fellowes know of her whereabouts ? Does the reverend
gentleman keep a diary, and is the incident entered there 1
Did he make any sort of memorandum at the time ? If so,
has he preserved it, and will ho produce it ? Has he ever



754

mentioned it before 1
not, why not ?

We decline to consider the meaning of a fact before it is
established as a fact; otherwise we might be caught in a
trap, like the one that Charles Il. is said to have laid for
the Royal Society. Mr. Fellowes must satisfy sensible
people that his story is a true one. We invite him to do
so; and, if he does, we will give the utmost publicity to
the case. W.ill he refuse such a tempting offer 1

G. W. FOOTE.

If so, when and where 1 And if

SIR WALTER RALEIGH'S OPINIONS.

Shakespeare’s time was one of intellectual fermentation.
Grave Burleigh complained that Queen Elizabeth’'s house-
hold was “ a coverture for no small number of Epicures
and Atheists, because the court is not comprehended within
a parish, but seemeth to be a lawless place.” Few in his
day went further than Raleigh in questioning explanations
of the soul and definitions of God. He *“ misliked” the
clerical explanation “ as obscure and intricate.” He said
what the soul of man is had never been resolved, and
“ neither could I learn hitherto what God is.” Yet it must
not he supposed he put himself out of communion with the
Church of England, which, as a statesman, he may have
regarded as a bulwark against the usurpations of Rome.
The noticeable thing is that he never adverts to Christian
dogmas or doctrines, and this though his writings are
pervaded by a sense of the mystery of things, and of the
impotence of man in presence of a power greater than his
own. “ God,” he says, in the preface to the History of the
World, written after he had been several years in prison,
“who is the author of all our tragedies, hath written out
for us, and appointed unto us, the parts we are to play.”
“ Certainly there is no other account to be made of this
ridiculous world than to resolve that the change of fortune
on the great theatre is but as the change of garments on
the less. For when on the one and the other, every man
wears but his own skin; the players are all alike.”
Raleigh did not directly dispute the accepted doctrines of
his time, but he evidently kept an open mind. In his
History of the World he follows the Bible stories, but places
them beside the legends and traditions of what was called
profane history.

A story is told of the destruction of the second part of
Raleigh’s History. It is said that one day he looked out
of the window of his Tipper storey in' the Bloody Tower,
attracted by the noise of a brawl in the court below. He
witnessed the quarrel from near the beginning to the end.
He saw it from a very favorable view, undisturbed by
sympathy either way, and fancied he understood it. But
when he came to talk over the matter with others he found
that he had entirely misunderstood the nature of the whole
affair. This made him ponder : If he could not understand
what passed under his own eyes, how could he relate the
truth of what took place hundreds or thousands of years
ago, or, perhaps, never even took place at all ? And in a
fit of distrust Sir Walter .threw the part of his history still
in manuscript into the fire.

Our chivalric knight's misgivings were not without
reason. A critical reader is obliged to say that, if the
major portion of his first part had shared the same fate,
the loss to the real history of the past would not have been
great. “ Bring me something that is true,” Sir Robert
Walpole is reported to have said to his librarian; “ don’t
bring me history, for that I know is a lie.” But the History
of the World is, nevertheless, of great interest and value,
simply because it gives the thoughts and opinions of Sir
Walter himself. Many are the glances at his own time,
and, perhaps, King James saw himself dopicted in
Ninias, “ the foolish, effeminate son of a tyrannous, hated
mother.”

It has been contended that when Raleigh wrote his less
known work, The Sceptic, which is professedly an apology
for “ neither affirming nor denying, but doubting,” he may
have had a never-carried-out idea of answering his own
treatise by a defence of faith. But the evidence of the
Rev. Ralph Ironside, already given, shows that scepticism
was the natural bent of Raleigh’s mind. *“ The Sceptick,”
says he, “ doth neither affirm, neither deny any position;
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but doubteth of it, and opposeth his Reasons against that
which is affirmed, or denied, to justify his not consenting.’
He argues that this is the reasonable conclusion “ from
the consideration of the great difference between living
creatures.” What is profitable to one is injurious to
another; what to one seems sweet and agreeable may to
another be the reverse. “ For why should | presume to
prefer my conceit and imagination, in affirming that a
thing is thus or thus in its own Nature, because it seemeth
to me to be so, before the conceit of other living creatures,
who may as well think it to be otherwise in its own Nature,
because it appeareth otherwise to them than it doth to
me 77 He mentions animal sagacity, and *“ the dog of
Ulysses, who knew his master, having been from home so
many years that, at his return, all the people of his house
had forgot him.” The dog, he points out, “ delivereth
one kind of voice when he hunteth, another when he
howleth, another when he is beaten, and another when
he is angry.” The Sceptic, in short, is an early argument
for the relativity of human knowledge.

His Treatise of the Soul shows the same disposition of
mind. It sets out by saying: “ There are two kinds of
souls—one void of reason, another endued with reason;
and of those without reason there are two sorts—one which
feedeth and nourisheth the body, the other which givetb
sense and feeling.” Men thus have three souls, the trees
and herbs one, and other animals two. He cites many
opinions concerning the soul, only to show their variety
and uncertainty. “ Some men (which is a shame to utter;
have called the souls of women into question ; but by what
show of argument 1 Because God framed the womans
rib, and is not said to breathe a soul into her; as though
that were not to be understood of the woman which wes
spoken of the man. Cyril affirms ‘ That the souls **
women are very womanish ; hard and slow to understand
hard things.” But, by his leave, some women, even in this>
have been able to match the greatest men.” Man, Raleigh
holds, begets souls as well as bodies : “ How can it be bu
God shall be a help to such as commit adultery, if ho d
give the souls if they beget the bodies 7 All this shows *
mind given to contemplation, and not readily acceptiho
authority.

Raleigh’s mind was never brighter nor happier thah
when in clear prospect of death. He wrote on the
of his candle the couplet:

Cowards may fear to die, but courage stout,
Rather than live in snuff, will bo put out.

To some who deplored his misfortunes he observed th1
mthe world itself is but a larger prison, out of which sow
are daily selected for execution.” To his faithful Wf_es
when she informed him she would be allowed to havc

have that dead which was not much at thy disposi”®
when living.” Before he left the Gate-house a cup of s®
was offered him, and he was asked if it was to his lih¥®
I will answer you,” said Sir Walter, “as did the * [t
who drank of St. Giles’s bowl as he went to Tyburn: i
is good drink, if a man might but tarry by it.”” He aS
to see the axe, saying, “ Dost thou think | am afrau.”,
it " Feeling its edge, he smilingly said to the ™ eXI&\
This is a sharp medicine, but it is a physician f°r /.
diseasesand, as he laid his head on the block, be s® j
“ So the heart be right it is no matter which way the
lieth. , Town
Thus, after keeping him fourteen years in tno r ~
and then liberating him to go to Guiana and gather
for the Crown, did, upon his return, that “ most 1 j
sovereign ” and most dreadful pusillanimous P® QJ
whom God Almighty, the Father of all mercies, bes
upon us, the people of England,”* devoto to dea t)
greatest of living Englishmen.! His objects were
gratify his own spite and the enmity of Spain. -*jdJjoS
the hours of tho resolvo and tho execution
spent his time in writing Meditations on the Lords J
“ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgivo them 4
trespass against us” were words upon his lips tn
never sunk into his callous heart i
Lady Raleigh buried the body in tho chance

* Dedication of the Holy Bible. Amire{<®
t Shakespeare, of whom Raleigh was an evident a

diod two years previously.
t E. Edwards, Life of Sir IF. Raleigh.
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Margaret's, Westminster. The head she had embalmed,
a precious souvenir of the perfidy of a King. She lived
°n till 1647, thus witnessing the ruin of the dynasty which
tad destroyed her happiness. Raleigh remained on in
the hearts of the people. He desired no other monument;
and he needs no better epitaph than his own magnificent
apostrophe to Death, saturated with thought and feeling as
the sea with brine, sonorous as the incessant rush of rolling
billows on the resounding shore.

“ O eloquent, just, and mighty Death ! whom none
could advise, thou hast persuaded ; what none have
dared, thou hast done; and whom all the world hast
flattered, thou only hast cast out of the world and
despised ; thou hast drawn together all the far-stretched
greatness, all the pride, cruelty, and ambition of man,
and covered it all over with these two narrow words,
Hicjacet.”

J. M. W heeler.

THE FALLACY OF ALLEGED CHRISTIAN
EVIDENCES.

( Concludedfrom p. 739.J

Professor Stewart assumes that “ the preparation for
bhrist in Israel,” and his appearance at the time he was
expected, afford valuable evidence of the truth of Chris-
Unity. This, however, is nothing more than bare
~sumption, for, if we admit the expectation, the question
hen arises, Did Jesus, in his character and mission, realise
'vhat was expected from him 1 It is evident that he did
[0t The Jews were, prior to the advent of Jesus, looking
a k'nS> or temporal ruler, which Christ never was.
hoy had been for a century under the Roman yoke, and
eir national spirit was nearly crushed out. Hence they
ero expecting and longing for the appearance of somo ono
0 deliver them from their state of political and social
emission. Even after his supposed resurrection some of
hrist's followers asked him : “ Lord, wilt thou at this
ttie restore again the kingdom to Israel i” (Acts i. 6).
hey appeared to have no idea that the kingdom he
Demised was a spiritual, not a temporal, ono. Here the
xpectation and realisation differed, for, while a secular
Vereign was anticipated, Jesus frankly stated : “ My
Ijgdom is not of this world. | am not of this world.”
j JI>t, even if it were granted that the Messiah of the
e"’'s did como in the person of Christ, he failed to
~eomplish his expected mission, which was supposed to be
0 breaking up of the Roman power and the establish-
atnt a new biith upon the ruins of Paganism. Christ
j, h'oved neither of theso results. As Clarke says in his
q@l Great Religion*, the decline of Rome was caused by
on?"1]"111 despotism and the increase of philosophy. “ So
j,/°d the Roman roligion, in superstition among the
jQ °rant, in unbelief among tho wise.” James Cotter
prison, in his Service of Man, writes thus : “ It may with
v k° doubted if tho fact is as often remembered as it
re u be, that Christianity arose amid the corruption and
see 'V °.tho greatest civilisation which the human racohad
oft,1a,uid the death-throes of the ancient world....... It is
AA assumed that this proud heathenism and Pagan glory
Ihe @ Ovorthrown by tho meek and unlearned disciples of
Galilean prophet of Cod. Nothing can be less true
tF~his assumption....... Tho fall of the Empire, including
Oss and ruin of the old philosophy and knowledge,
t;an. an indispensablo condition of tho spread of Chris-
Vanity. T
ané having taken placo in an era of decay and death of‘art
I?hiIoFoPhy, Qf ;g_r,lgvﬂedge>of wealth, of population, of
ﬁ'{ﬂ’ﬂ r 1 Mevery form; and tho absenco of these things
£revith B0 6nd °* NHD chicf negative conditions of® its
> rj , VI™Prosperity, we must look for tho sources of its
16400 ent in another direction than theso ; not in know-
kno*iel tte elger questioning spirit which leads to
Septs' A" A 'n tho humble spirit which believes and
Ddustr 01 trust the word of authority; not in regulated
°f "Vhich aims at constant increase and accumulation
x"Ofi,) j >but in the resigned poverty which, scorning this
atd J dys up riches in heaven; not in political freedom
~U-bci ar 80vernmcnt, which aims at the progressive
Hie], InS of all, but in the stern rigor of arbitrary powor,
oSinr ?£r?es the vicious and refractory into a little order
h heir brief sojourn on earth. In the decline and
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fall of Rome, or, as it would be better to say, in the final
ruin of ancient civilisation, the conditions favorable to
this order of beliefs or doctrines spontaneously emerged”
(pp. 174-5, 178-9).

The fact that the profession of Christianity “is co-
extensive with the civilisation of the world ” is no evidence
that Christian pretensions are based upon fact. Freethought
is co-extensive with progress, but orthodox believers will
not admit that the former is the cause of the latter. The
description of the world before Christianity dawned should
be accompanied with a fair account of it when it was under
the supreme control of the Christian rule—before science,
liberty, and general knowledge changed the entire condition
of society. It is said that the evidences converge towards
one centre, which is the character of Christianity and its
influence upon mankind. To fully understand this claim
we should remember that the points upon which this
convergence bears are : the abolition of war; the brother-
hood of man, regardless of creed; the equality of the
sexes; the abolition of slavery; the fostering of mental
freedom; the establishment of justice; and the growth and
spread of education. Now, after diligent search, we find no
references in the New Testament to any proposals whereby,
either separately or combined, the above reforms could be
effectually obtained. We think it most improbable that
Jesus would have been silent upon these questions if they
formed a part of his program. It seems absurd to attribute
the desire to secure liberty to one who never protested
against slavery; or to credit the abolition of persecution
and of the other evils of life to him who actually gave
injunctions to bear with the one, and not to resist the
other.

As an example of an advanced nation, in which Chris-
tianity appeared in its earliest times, let us take England.
Has the Christian faith in this favored land shown itself to
be the power that rids the world of its manifest and
detestable blemishes i What has progressed more rapidly
in this “ Christian ” country, under the very shadow of tho
cross, than Mammon worship, commercial unscrupulousness,
extravagant love of military glory, and slaughter 1 Instead
of abolishing war, instruments of destruction are being
constantly improved, so that they may accomplish their
deadly and savage object the more readily. Where is the
brotherhood of those Christians who refuse to worship in
tho same church, or to be buried on the same side of tho
cemetery with other Christians 1 Persecution has not been
practised by Christians upon heretics only, but it has been
prominent in the fold of tho faithful. In twenty years
preceding 1688 it is estimated that 60,000 Dissenters
suffered, of whom 5,000 died in prison. The power of
Christians to issue writs for the burning of those who
differed from them was blocked by law only as late as
1677, while the legal prohibition of the burning of mwitches
is dated 1736. True education of the masses was unknown
beforo the year 1870, and individual opinion upon matters
of theology was not permitted when the Church was in full
power. It is only within the last few decades that the
position of woman has received any proper consideration,
and even to-day brutality to wives and cruelty to children
are frequently the subjects of inquiry in our police-courts.
The lack of purity of married life is revealed in our divorce
courts, even among the clergy and their aristocratic
supporters. In tho faco of these painful facts, what
evidence of the beneficial influence of Christianity does its
history afford 1

It is idlo for Christians to bo continually boasting that
Christianity has saved tho world. It has dono nothing
of the kind. In its earliest ages it left the evils that then
cursed society untouched; despotism, slavery, ignorance,
and mental subjection flourished for centuries under its
very wings. If Christ has come, the question still to be
answered is, Whence comes salvation 1 Nothing is more
melancholy to-day than the fact that devout defenders of
the historical faith are crying, in the words of Tennyson
“ Ring in tho Christ that is to be."

Charles W atts.

If revelation is lost to us, manifestation remains, and
great manifestations appear to bo opening on our view.
Agnosticism is right if it is a counsel of honesty, but ought
not to be heard if it is a counsel of despair.—Goldicin Smith,
in “North American Revieip," Avgust, 1395.
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A PARSON'S DIARY.

Grimpses 0f our ancestors are invariably interesting, and
when peeps into the past, by other means than the
ordinary official records, afford close and detailed present-
ments of certain phases of our social history, they are
rightly regarded in the light of entertainment and instruc-
tion. One of the best channels through which knowledge,
not otherwise so fully revealed, can be obtained of the
customs and practices of former generations is that of
private diaries. Diarists are now almost an extinct class ;
their vocation mainly existed from the time of the Refor-
mation, when the middle classes more generally acquired
the ability to read and write, up to the period of the
advent of the newspaper press. The verbatim reports,
the minute descriptions, and the concise registers of the
modern journalist have supplanted the tedious notes, the
erratic entries, and the egotistic writings of compilers of
private journals. There is now no opportunity for a
Pepys or an Evelyn. Our descendants will not have to
depend for their acquaintance with local history on the
diaries of industrious country gentlemen, humble village
tradesmen, or unlearned schoolmasters. The files of their
favorite newspaper, or the volumes of parochial historians,
will supply them with all the information they require of the
habits, wisdom, and folly of their forefathers. We to-day,
however, are compelled to rely on diaries compiled during
the last three or four hundred years, if we are desirous of
acquiring knowledge of former conditions of particular
localities. A country clergyman’s diary, extending from
1655 to 1679, which has come under the writer’'s attention,
is of unusual interest and value as rendering a capital
picture of the daily life and experiences of a typical rural
parson who lived both under the protectorate of Oliver
Cromwell and the sovereignty of the second Charles. His
diurnal notes form the first sixty pages of the first volume
of the Sussex Archeological Society’s Collections.

The Rev. Giles Moore, rector of Horstead Keynes, Sussex,
left behind him a diary remarkable for its methodical manner
of entry and its characteristics of frankness and conciseness.
Herein are frequently made manifest the puritanical prac-
tices of the times, which, compared with more recent records,
enable us to determine the great decrease of religious
observance. From his interesting notes we learn that Mr.
Moore had, on an average, 180 persons to three communions
at his church. In the last three years preceding 1848 the
average number of communicants at eight sacraments at
the same place had been 148, which is a good deal less
than the number which attended those communions in Mr.
Moore's time. During the reign of Cromwell religious
rites and ceremonies were, of course, most strictly observed
by the people, not from any real conviction of their value
certainly, or on account of the religious sincerity of the
observers, as the succeeding events of the Restoration
clearly showed. Signs wero not wanting during tho time
of the Commonwealth, and oven in Mr. Moore's own
household, of the supremacy of the great passion in
those good days, for under date of November 8, 1659, the
diarist writes:—

“ Thomas Dumbrell came to mee as servant to dwell
with mee, with whom | agreed to give after the rate of
£5 ayeare. On December 22T payed him up to that
time £1 8s. ; that same night | found him sleeping with
my mayd Mary, and | packed them oft: January 2—I
marr.ved Thomas Durnbrell and Mary, his wyfe, gratis,
and | gave him on his wedding eight stone of beefe,
16s. 8d.; a hind quarter of mutton, 3s. Id.; and a
lambe, 7s. 6d.; besides butter, wheate, and fewell.”

Thomas Dumbrell's and “ my mayd Mary's” moral
delinquencies did not receive such severe castigation as
they would unquestionably have done in later days by rev.
gentlemen. The public mind is pretty well acquainted
with cases in which clergymen have refused to marry
couples who have not loved wisely, but too well. To such
as these the tender toleration of the Rev. Giles Moore for
the weakness of the flesh may bo recommended. Our
forgiving country cleric had more than one experience of
the troublous adventures of his domestics, as witness the
following item of his diary :—

“ 13th October.—I marryed Henry Place and Mary
Holden [another erring Alary '], my two servants, and
spent at theyr wedding 20s. 1 gave the fiddlers Is. |
also gave them a large cake, all theyr fewell, and the
use of my house and Stables for two dayes, with a quart
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of white wine; being in all not less than 40s., or one
yeare's wages. On the 6th of February following shee
was delivered of a daughter, so that the—[here the rev.
diarist uses a very strong expression]—went but fifteen
weeks and five days after her marriage.”

If the entire house and stables were given over to the
wedding party for two days, we should not be surprised if
the rector had cause to deplore in forcible language a
number of other hastily-arranged marriages and the
premature arrival of several little cherubs. Mr. Moore
included in his diary references to other matters on which
his near relations would doubtless have had him more
reticent. What were the personal peccadilloes of the
Sussex rector are almost wholly left to our imagination, as
not unnaturally his note-book was more concerned with the
sins of other people than his own faults, and studded more
with the records of his own good deeds than the virtues of
other people. But we will charitably suppose that this
really represented the moral superiority of the shepherd to
his flock. It was a little ungracious of Mr. Moore, how-
ever, to hand down to succeeding generations a reference
to one of his wife’'s little indulgences as instanced in such
an entry as this : “ Tobacco for my wyfe, 3d.” Perhaps
this will shock the virtuous spouses of clergymen to-day
who have not yet advanced so far as the scented cigarettes
of the new woman.

Fortunately, or unfortunately, according to the point of
view, wine was very cheap in the days of Mr. Moore.
Claret and dry sherry were chiefly drunk, the former being
Is. per bottle, and the latter but a trifle more. The rector
was evidently not a teetotaler. “ 1st April, 1662.—1 had
5 bottles of claret, and as many of sack from London, for
which | payed, and for the bringing them down at 2d. the
bottle, in all 12s. For a pint of old sack, 6d.; two quarts
of muscadine, 3s.; two ounces of tobacco, Is. For a sugar
loafe weighing 4 pounds, Is.” It must not be supposed
that Mr. Moore was unduly intemperate; indeed, when,
presumably from want of care or thought, he had imbibed
a trifle more than was his wont, his pious sorrow IS
touching to read of. In an entry in February, 1668, be
says

“ This evening, between nine and ten o’clock, when *
had bemin prayers with my family, | was so overpowered
with tne effects of some perry which | had taken, no
knowing how strong that liquor was, that | was oblige]
to break off abruptly. O God, lay not this sin to Uy
charge!” ,

It is a nice word, “ overpowered.” Ruthless critics wouj
perhaps say that the rev. gentleman was drunk or slight*!
inebriated. He was not so; only “ overpowered.” -Ah
parson Moore .also exercised prudence in the notification °(
his frivolity, in that the entry was made in Lati"j
Another paragraph of this diary, in which amusement
instruction are so deftly combined, instances the benefief1®
qualities of its writer: “ | gave Mr. Salisbury, a beggl®
minister, 1d.” The individual here indicated was Pre?U0f
ably one of thoso unfortunate clergymen of the Church
England who, admitted to benefices during tho Coninio
wealth, could not stretch their consciences like others
conform to the new doctrines introduced after tho Rcs*grr
tion, and so went out ono “ black Monday ” to tho nutn*3
of two thousand. ;N

One entry which, if unexplained, would doubtless PADj,0
modern readers is this: “ 26th December.— 1 gaV°. ej,
howling boys 6d.” These were not tho waits with ~ 3
we are made familiar at Christmas time. On New ~cjGg
Eve, says an explanator, it was, and it still continues to
tho custom to wassail the orchards. At Illorstead NO ,0
and elsewhere the ceremony retains tho namo of “ * b]j9

Howling.” A troop of boys visit the different or, jkpg
and, encircling the apple trees, they repeat tho fol**'
words:—

Stand fast root, bear well top,

Pray tho God send us a good howling crop;

Every twig, apples big ;

Every bough, apples onou’;

Hats full, caps full,

Full quarters, sacks full. it
They then shout in chorus, one of tho boys accomp' ™ Oy

them upon the cow’s horn. During this coromonV” i0
rap the trees with their sticks. This custom is uln
in Herrick’s Hesperides, page 311 :(—

Wassail tho trees ‘hat they may bearo

You many a plum and many a peare ;

For moro or less fruits they will biing,
As you do give them wassailing.
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The practice is not confined to Sussex, but it prevails in
Devon and in Herefordshire. Investigators more experi-
enced than the writer may trace the custom back to its
origin. The reference to it in the Rev. Giles Moore’s diary,
together with other curious entries, may perhaps be held to
justify the extraction of a few of its choicest morceaux.
Fred Wilson.

THE REVISED APOCRYPHA.

D is over twenty-five years since Convocation decided on
a revised version of the Bible. The revision was to be
within the narrowest limits, the first rule laid down being
“ To introduce as few alterations as possible into the text
of the Authorised Version, consistently with faithfulness.”
Nevertheless, the alterations were so important that,
although the Revised New Testament was published in
j~81, and the Old Testament in 1885, little or no attempt
has been made to substitute the new version for the old.
Jhe books called Apocrypha formed an integral portion of
Ihe Authorised Version of the Bible of 1611, and no edition
G it was published without them till 1629. Accordingly,
rhe revision of the Authorised Version of the Apocrypha
Wés included in the scheme. The translators have been a
I1°ng while about their task; but perhaps that doesn’t
fatter, as comparatively few people care a jot about the
Apocryphal books, although the sixth article of the Church
of England says the Church doth read them for example of
Ite and instruction of manners. The Council of Trent
ec)ared them (with the exception of the books of Esdras)
au integral and inspired portion of God’s Holy Scriptures ;
< [J for my part, I am fully prepared to believe they are
mA as much the Word of God as any other part of the

reaT’ anx™ N am sure thcy are Die full as interesting

Die books of Tobit, Judith, the end of Esther, and the
tuitions to Daniel, all throw light on Bible folk-lore; while
,.€ two books of the Maccabees, if not trustworthy
istorical documents, at any rate exhibit the Jewish version
what was, on the whole, the noblest period of Jewish
ational life. But it is the books of Ecclesiasticus and
p e (Wisdom of Solomon which most clearly show that
aristianity was only a development of germs already in
e Jewish soil. The wisdom of Jesus, the son of Sirach,
mdeed, of a more practical order than that of Jesus, tho
of nobody knows who. The Wisdom of Solomon
°f a more elevated cast than that of the mass of the
®w Testament. It will be, for instance, hard to beat
i ° ,**M°wing .passage from the description of Wisdom
Die seventh chapter .—

Tor there is in her a spirit quick of understanding, holy,
A °no in kind, manifold,
Until, freely moving,
Uear in utterance, unpolluted,
istinct, unharmed,
g°ving what is good, keen, unhindered,
onelicont, loving toward man :
oadfast, sure, free from care,
Aj~rworful, all-surveying,
Jj, .I'enotrating through all spirits
Tor \I-rd 9uipk of understanding, pure, most subtil :
Y v'9dom is more mobile than any motion ;
Pure Torva<Dth and penotrateth all things by reason of her

If
Gained n<A as much inspired as the barbarous cracked-

i'atruo rOnsensc which John the Divine poured forth on
JjIG ' * wonder wherein inspiration differs from insanity.
I (r k°°ks of Esdras, which were expressly exempted
4p0c Dounc'l Of 'prent jn its claim of divinity for the
both r, aa’ are specially important for tho light they throw
(chap n.khe Old and New Testaments. The second book
Wnt XIVj W expressly says that the law of God was
wavign'lt*. Diat Ezra re-wrote it. In verses 42-44 of tho
SNdin 'crs>on we read: “ Tho Most High gave under-
lings § Onto the five men, and they wrote by course the
W, a_at Wero told them, in characterg which they, knﬁ_w
W -timnti th°y sat forty days : now they wrote in thé
li an ht thev ato bread. As for me, | spako
* the d 8 c}ﬂlygnlght I held not my tongue S° m
"ere “'erc written fourscore and fourteen POOKS.
p ht a]j ? characters which they knew not” are an evi-
tta was W ri.to the tradition, recorded by Jerome, that
bo inventor of tho “ squaro” Hebrew characters
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which superseded the alphabet in use previously ; and the
“ ninety-four books” are the twenty-four books of the
Canon, together with the seventy esoteric books which
were to be delivered only to such as were wise among the
people. What became of the seventy esoteric books God,
the Kabbalists, and Mahatma Koot Hoomi alone know.
This second book of Esdras is now for the first time
presented to the English reader in its complete form. It
was found that the Oriental versions contained a long
passage of seventy verses missing in the Latin text, and in
1865 Professor Gildemeister discovered that a leaf had been
deliberately cut out of the MS. which had been taken as the
authority for Western MSS. Since then Professor Bensley
discovered the passage in a MS. in the Bibliothéeque Com-
munale of Amiens, which had once belonged to the neigh-
boring Benedictine Abbey of Corbie. By letting this
manuscript drift to a Republican Library, the Benedictines
let out one of their many literary secrets. J. M. W.

HOW LINCOLN PRAYED.

At the commencement exercises at Summitville the class
address was delivered by Benjamin F. Phemister, one of
Van Buren’s teachers, who illustrated the spirit of his
subject in the following story of Lincoln :—

“On the first day of January, 1864, while a blinding
snowstorm swept with untold violence through the
Northern and New England States— while thousands of our
brave defenders were suffering upon the gory fields of the
South, a man, tall, gaunt, and homely, was seen standing
in Pennsylvania-avenue, in the City of Washington. A
woman, with her head bared to the hurricane of heaven,
with her feet naked to the frozen ground, with her gown
tattered and torn, saw him. She, supposing him to be a
minister of the Gospel, ran to him, and, falling at his feet,
addressed him thus : ‘ Oh, sir! if you are a minister of the
Gospel, if you serve the God who fed Elijah by ravens and
Israel with manna, pray to Him to provide me a shelter
from the storm and food for my poor starving children! |
am a widow. My husband sleeps in the bloody bosom of
Gettysburg. I'm sad and forlorn. Oh, pray to the
Master till He hears my cry, that he may shelter and feed
us, or pray we may die.’

“ The tall, ugly man, with his heart overflowing with
sympathy, and his eyes flooded with tears, extended both
his hands to the dirty kneeling woman and said : ‘ Woman,
get up ; you are mistaken. | am not a minister of the
Gospel. Jehovah never appears to hear my prayer. For
four long years 1 have been praying for the restoration of
our Federal Union and the cessation of this cruel, bloody
war. Not until a petition was sent to the States in
rebellion in the form of two of the most magnificent armies
that ever shouldered a musket, under the guiding hands of
Gens. Grant and Sherman, was there ever the remotest
resemblance of an answer. My prayers have finally been
answered through the instrumentalities of these two armies,
under the matchless and daring skill of these two generals.
Now, if | had any idea that a prayer would shelter, feed,
and clothe you, | would bow down ; but | think that the
best prayer | can make in your behalf is a prayer to that
groceryman on yonder corner.’

“ Suiting the generous act to the kind and sympathetic
words, that ugly-beautiful man took from his pocket a small
order book and wrote: ‘Washington, January 1, 1864.—
Mr. Groceryman, Sir,—You will please supply the bearer
with $25 worth of provisions as she may direct, and charge
tho same to— Yours truly, Abraham Lincoln.””

— Freethourjlit Ideal.

Bridget O'Hoolihan, an elderly Irish cook, had taken a
situation in a Wealthy family living in aqmet suburb, but
at tho end of two weeks gave “ notice.” “ Why do you leave
us, Bridget!” asked tho mistress; “we pay you the very
highest wages.” “Ye do, ma’am, an’' yer a perfect leddy.
Orm not laven troo ony fault av the famly, but this is such
a dead old place, wid no chance to do onything loively in it,
that, begorry, oi have to mek up a pack o’ lies iv'ry toimo oi
gﬂ {o confession, or oi'd have nothing to confesh at all at
a
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LET HEBREWS REMEMBER THE DAYS OF OLD.

Tune—" Let Erin remember the days of old.”

L et Hebrews remember the days of old,
Ere their faithless God betrayed them ;
When prophets all future events foretold,
And the heav'ns and earth obeyed them.
The glorious days when the earth was flat,
And the sun went wheeling round, it,
With special reversible gear so pat—
But the days are gone. Confound it!

The days when the Red Sea was folded back,
At wish, without a parley,
And over its bed was revealed a track
Like a path through waving barley;
When Moses, 'twixt motionless, spellbound “ falls,”
Walked across with his companions ;
'Twixt vertical sections of sea, like walls
Of the Colorado canons.

Let Israel remember the good old day
When the foemen fell “ a cropper,”

Through Joshua forcing the moon to stay
With his “ Ease 'er, hack ’er, stop 'er !”

The day when the sun had to stop his flight,
Ere he reached the spot’s horison,

And helped to continue the finest fight
That a brigand ere set eyes on.

The days when the walls of a leaguered town,
That had stood 'gainst rams and missiles,
Would, all in a moment, come tumbling down

At the sound of horns and whistles.
The days when a word could dispel disease
That had baffled all the “ sawbones
And one could an army destroy with ease,
With the help of God—and jawbones.

The days when a dream about ghosts was proof
That the dreamer’s girl’s bambino

Was got by a ghost for the world’s behoof;
But they knew not then what we know.

The days when this ghostling gave splendid wine
To a set of guzzling drinkers ;

Religious mania to a. herd of swine;
And a threat of hell to thinkers.

The days when, for harness, Effect and Cause
Were by far too wild and mettled;

And long ere the notions called Nature's Laws
Had become sedate and settled.

Now Cause and Effect have agreed to go
In a steady manner, tandem ;

And “ Laws” have now settled in business, so
We begin to understand 'em.

But oh ! for the days that have passed away,
When a loaf increased by eating;
Alas and alack ! for the days that stay,
For the saints still live by cheating.
Let all of us think of the godly past,
With its crime-begetting errors ;
The blight that its horrible virtues cast,
And its ignorance and terrors.

And let us unfeignedly seek for truth
In the fields of sense and reason ;
A quest that makes manhood to bloom like youth,
And protects from mental treason.
Though facts may extinguish the hopes of youth,
And, at times, give rise to terror,
'Tis better to learn a vexatious truth
Than to nurse a pleasing error.
G. L. Mackenzie.

Soul Theory. Savages,” says the Abbe Raynal,
“ wherever they see motion which they cannot account
for, there they suppose a soul. All men may be considered
as savagesin this respect until they are capable of instruction
and of using their faculties in a more perfect manner than
savages do.”—Dr. Reid, “ Essays on the Active Powers,” iv. 8.
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ACID DROPS.

The Conservatives have had a Conference at Brighton.
Of course it was resolved to defend to the death the glorious
union between Church and State. One of the speakers—a
Mr. Foster, of Carlisle—assured the meeting it was not a
question whether there should be various creeds, but
whether Atheism should “ flourish rampant in this land®
“ Rampant” is perhaps a Tory synonym for *“openly.
We dare say it is Mr. Foster’s wish to make the Church
strong enough to slay Atheism with stronger than spiritual
weapons. We know what to expect from these gentlemen
when they have the opportunity.

The Bible Revisers have finished their work by giving
the world a new translation of the “ Apocrypha,” which is
referred to in a Nonconformist paper as “ those strange books,
once regarded as sacred by the Church of God.” Once is dis-
tinctly good. Those “ strange books " are still “ regarded as
sacred ” by the Catholic Church, and itis notso long ago since
they were frequently included within the covers of the
Protestant Bible. As for their “strangeness,” we fail to see
in what they differ from some of the books in the Protestant
canon of the Old Testament.

A Yankee book-agent has hit upon a brilliant idea.
Finding the Bible hang fire down South, he had all the
angels in the illustrations done black to look like niggers.
He is now selling Bibles as fast as he can get them delivered.
When that line gets slack, he might have Jesus also done in
black, and work up a fresh trade in New Testaments.

Dr. Henson, of the First Baptist Church of Chicago, says:
“ If there be no wrath to come, then every pulpit ought to °e
demolished, for the Bible is nothing but a tissue of lies...... lje
Bible proclaims a hell, against which it is the business of tbs
pulpit to warn men.” Yes, and just because the Bible prQ
claims this monstrous fiction, it is entitled to the designation
suggested by Dr. Henson.

Not a single one of the Christian paj>er3 to which a copy
of Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer was sent has (so far as we
aware) even included the pamphlet in its list of “ received3.
They dare not answer the pamphlet, and they cannot afl?r®
to let their readers know of its existence. Still, it is having
an excellent sale, and we hope there will soon be a call for *
second edition. Freethinkers should circulate it among®
their orthodox friends. It is a veritable eye-opener to th°3
who have been deluded by the bold pretensions of moder
Christianity.

Meanwhile the Churches, with the drinker’s text-book
their hands, calling the same the Word of God, are PUi 1.
forward with their intemperate crusade against intemp®
ance. The Nonconformists have practically decided, a" j
great representative assembly, to support the Churcb
England Temperance Bill. Sunday closing, of cOuit
figures conspicuously in this projected legislation, din
is a point on which all Churches are naturally agreed,
touches their professional interests. Anothor part ot f
new program is “ drastic legislation” for clubs. In ot jy

"y reformers mean to throw all the cJu Vi’
the country on the side of the publican. Such is
statesmanship !

A sky-pilot called Bennetts has a Temperance artid”jj
the front page of last week’s Methodist Times. It 13 jjr.
of cant and unction, and is often self-contradictory- *0Of
Bennetts goes in for Prohibition as one of the nx*1l jj,
inaugurating the reign of Christ: the Jewish gentle , ,,
that is, who was so partial to liquor that he turn 0
tremendous quantity of water into wine to keep a m»rr* fio
fuddle going. At the same time, Mr. Bennetts see
“ human probability” of the “eradication of the viv ,2
drunkenness from amongst the human race. It ylll "ell
to be done, if at all, by supernatural power. very .
then, why not go in for the supernatural remedy
legislation alone ?

p ®

For our part, we believe the vice of drunkenness c £Orl

eradicated by human means. Apart altogether eyt
religion, drunkenness has been chased out of ~ v
society. The heavy drinker was once a hero; he is . its
nuisance. Sanitation, both pMysical amd secial, i8
work, and giving us a healthier and cleaner popolatiO

fro&

The Queen approves the exclusion of strong
Khama's country, and is “ glad to see the chiefs hal c*rsy

mined to keep so great a curse from the petmlo. ,,cOrs«
Ahem ! Her Majesty is said to take a little of the Oylj
herself. But these little utterances, of course, a

intended for the newspapers. i

The Sunday News, of Charleston, S.C., shows
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ministers oi the New England States in the seventeenth
century kept, sold, and bequeathed slaves, and defended the
practice from the Bible. They, however, made up for it by
calling them freed men of Christ, and expressing the belief
that they often had a better chance of heaven than their
masters.

The Rev. E. R. Donehoo, pastor of the Eighth Presby-
terian Church, Pittsburg, who has been identified with
Chinese mission work for years, has stated in an interview
that he believes the efforts to convert the Chinese are futile.

bishop Durnford prided himself on being laconic in
writing. To achaplain who asked for leave of absence for
atrip to the Holy Land he wrote : “ Go to Jericho, by all
means.”

A paper which calls itself “ the only aggressive Christian
Evidence journal in existence” has the following amusing
item \—

The Greenland W hale.

The following aro the average dimensions of this sea monster :
Total length of the animal...
Height of ditto....cccoceneeeee.
Length of the head

Diameter of the throat closed .. . 3 feet
Length of the vertebral column 69J feet
Weight of the animal ..................... 480,000 Ibs

Quantity of oil extracted from one....... ..'...4,000 gals.
And in the face of this evidence infidels assert the whale could
not have swallowed Jonah.

8uch aggressive Christian Evidence as this is perfectly
»'resistible.

At the Conference of Quakers Dr. T. Hodgkin pointed out
that George Fox and the early members of the Society of
r riends protested against the Bible being called the Word
p Cod, and elevated the inner light above all outward or
took revelation. As the Quakers got respectable they
became more orthodox, but now that the old book is much
discredited the younger section are ready to fall back on
the earlier and more rational position.

R Mr. Justice Wills, at the Winchester Assizes, sentenced a
pldier to twenty years’ penal servitude for an exceptionally
brutal and cowardly outrage on a girl of eighteen. This
soldier, the judge said, acted like a beast, and “ others had
Passed by like the Pharisee of old and refused to help this
oourageous girl.”

We ask our readers to recollect that this is a Christian
soimtry’ th:lt, every regiment has its chaplain, that every
tii o must belong to some denomination, and that Free-
'pi»um soldiers aré compelled to attend “ divine service.”
Opdd soldier who outraged Lizzie Walker had heard plenty
lie Pracb» 18 >so bad the other soldiers who refused to help

r when she was fighting desperately for her honor.

U pbristian England has so much fighting to do that she keeps
fdifa mrge army, and upon the majority of her soldiers she
°rces the rule of celibacy. What this means in the way
Re Vloe is well understood by every man gifted with common
M s® The crime of Michael Cagney is only an outrageous
hi stration of a horrible truth, which is winked at by the
tistian Churches. _
bishop of Wakefield has been preaching at Holmfirth
the «181°us education. Of course it was special pleading in
interest of the black army of sky-pilots. The nation
fear to ruin unless children were brought up in the
1 p the Lord, and then, if they supported the Church
shell’ "bey might save the rates and make the Government
°tli  °!lt more in their support. A self-respecting man,
sUc?rl1 » a sky(-j)ilot, would be ashamed to put forward
bio 1p» interested plea for his own class under pretence of
ra a»d religious instruction.

pilote financial Times tells a good story of a country sky
the f n  yrote to Barney Barnato in terms something like
ab jnowing: “ Respected Sir,—As the vicar of ------ , my
)yhen aS always been investment, and not speculation.
iuvp.il y°ur Bank came out | regarded the shares as an
in tjpment, and | purchased 400 at £4, sinkifxg my little all
£2  bm-—and a good deal more. They hayi€ NoW fallen to
;‘uégi“ b J am undene. parish | ?;?unm face as a bank-
bidrby Db hat am T 8 do1 T tHPW Pyself on your
this ton , .arney, 80 the story goes, was deeply moved by
CrcUiticCUnii appeal, and wrote back that in the painful
°‘erKvmtancils the case, lie would buy back from the
them HBIL' u' 400 shares at £4—the price he had paid for
kbileiu« »»mediately on receipt of this generous reply, the
400 }=at,s oountry parson at once wired to his brokers : “ Buy
Who \vii?al® banks at 2, and send round to Barnato Brothers,

» give you 4 for them.” Here endeth the firstlesson.

rcyPectable young woman in the service of a Chatham
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tradesman’s family was found, on Thursday in last week,
walking barefooted through the streets with an open Bible
in her hand. The police took charge of her as a mono-
maniac. The open Bible has been declared the secret of
England’s greatness. It seems to have been the secret of
this poor girl’'s insanity. What a noise there would have
been had she walked about with an open copy of Ingersoll's
lectures!

The anti-infidel crusader, who has brought an action
against H. A. Long, has himself just been ordered by Sheriff
Spens, of Glasgow, to repay £95 to Mr. Thomas Edward
Mills, of 20 West Cumberland-street, Glasgow, which money
he obtained from him to receive him into “ full and equal
partnership of the Anti-Infidel Crusade.”

Macaulay, when bored by a sermon, used to withdraw his
attention and read the Prayer Book. Other literature now
seems occasionally to be within reach. Witness this from a
correspondent of the Church Review : “ Whilst staying in a
provincial town recently | attended the parish church,
and on entering discovered that | had omitted to provide
myself with service books. Upon informing the courteous
attendant of the circumstance, he promptly supplied the
deficiency; but imagine my amazement, on opening the
supposed Prayer Book at the Psalms, to find that it was an
old cookery book, and the first thing that met my gaze was
‘How to Jug Hare ' "—Pall Mall Gazette.

J. It. Willardyts writes from New Orleans to the Daily
News on the lynching of negroes. He says : “ Here in New
Orleans, in broad daylight, have we not seen hundreds of
assassins hunting and killing a few poor negro screwmen
only because they wanted to earn an honest living1l And
this is a ‘civilised city,” a IChristiancity’! What has civilisa-
tion or Christendom said of all those crimes| Not a word !
The disfranchisement of the negro will not be worse for him
than his assassination or roasting him alive.” This writer
declares : “ A thrill of horror would pass through humanity
if the history of the bloody massacres and butcheries that
have taken place in the Southern States could be related.”
And he asks that a Commissioner should be sent from
England to investigate. Apparently he has no trust in the
Christians of America.

The Rev. W. Bolton, Vicar of St. Mary's, Penzance, is
sending a circular to his parishioners asking that they
shall sign a form declaring that their children shall be
brought up in the faith of the Church and prepared for Con-
firmation, and further promising that they shall attend
punctually and regularly at school and obey those in
authority. This is*not quite enough, for the parent further
declares : “ I will take care that my child says daily private
prayers, and learns what is appointed from the Catechism
and Holy Scriptures.” We trust that all Cornish parents are
not so servile as to wish their children brought up in the
state of subordination desired by their spiritual pastors and
masters.

Mr. Gladstone, though retired from public life, still fills
the thoughts of the coming generation. On Sunday last
the rector of a rural parish in Kent was examining a class
of boys of ages averaging from five to twelve. “ Who is the
patron saint of England I' the rev. gentleman asked, his
thoughts fondly dwelling on St. George as a symbol of
“ Unionism.” With one accord the class broke out in loud
response, “ Mr. Gladstone.”—Daily News.

As some compensation for the libel case which is detaining
him from Queensland, Mr. H. A. Long’s Glasgow admirers are
getting up a testimonial for this distinguished Orange Cal-
vinist. According to the Helensbury Times, Harry is not
going out on spec, but to conduct an agitation against
secular education, and in favour of having the Scriptures
re-instated in the schools by Parliamentary enactment. We
hope our Australian friends will give a good account of him.

The Church School party’'s deputation to Lord Salisbury
was an amusing business. Not the least amusing part of it
was the Premier’s reference to the Nonconformists. He said
that ho quite understood why they were satisfied with
Board School religion, because it was their religion that was
taught there. Precisely so. His lordship hit the nail on
the head. We have been saying the same thing all along.
The Nonconformist game is twofold : first, to keep the Bible
in the schools, and, second, to prevent its being interpreted
in any way favorable to the Church of England. It must
not be supposed, however, that we have any preference for
the Church party. We detest them both alike. Instead of
siding with either of them, we cry, “A,plague o’ both your
houses.  Jiacii is trying to teach its own religion with other

Beople’s money. In this respect there is not a pin to choose
etween them.

We dare say the Voluntary schools, as they are facetiously
called, will get a large sop from the Tory government, and
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when it has to be divided the Nonconformists will greedily
take their share. Next, we shall see a Catholic University
set up in Ireland ; and then the landlords—poor devils —
will get their consideration. Really the head of the Tory
government ought to be our old friend Barabbas.

We say that the Voluntary schools are called so
facetiously. What is contributed voluntarily to their
maintenance is insignificant in comparison with what is
contributed by the State. Here are a few figures from the
Daily News of November 21, relating to the so-called
voluntary schools of Chatham :—

SCHOOL. TOTAL INCOME. SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Chatham Parish School £911 £90
Luton Schools 1,389 122
St. John’s Schools 1,324 a7
St. Paul’s Schools 874 10
Hards Town 204 22

£4,702 £297

The voluntary part of nearly five thousand pounds is a
paltry £297, or about 6 per cent—that is, £6 in every
hundred is contributed by the friends of these schools, ana
£94 from school fees and grants from the imperial exchequer.
And on the strength of that miserable £6 the “ voluntary”
people not only clamor for still more money—in consequence
of what the Archbishop of Canterbury calls the “ intolerable
strain” upon them—but strenuously insist on their right to
dispense with any sort of public control. Of all the impu-
dence in the world, there is none like the impudence of
religion. _

How many of the so-called “ Voluntary schools ” are
really entitled to that designation 1 The annual report of
St. John’s National School, Birkenhead, for instance, shows
that, while £1,850 5s. 5d. was received from the public purse,
£7 7s. only was contributed in voluntary subscriptions.
Lord Chatham said “ taxation without representation is
tyranny,” yet the Church taxes the public pretty heavily to
support schools over which the public have no control.

The last number of Mr. Stead’s Spiritualistic quarterly,
Borderland, said: “ Eusapia Paladino has been the un-
expected instrument of driving conviction as to the reality of
psychical manifestations by the invisibles into the minds of
many scientists, whose testimony can be neither pooh-poohed
nor explained away.” What will Mr. Stead say now that the
tricks of Eusapia have been exposed, and the “ scientists,”
like Professor Oliver Lodge, shown to be far more incom-
petent to deal with such “ phenomena” than the conjurers
like Mr. Maskelyne 1

Richard Stanton, the married choirmaster at the “ Christian
Church,” Ashington, has been sentenced to nine months’ im-
prisonment with hard labor for offences under the Criminal
Law Amendment Act with two Sunday-school girls whom he
assaulted in the pulpit. Mr. Justice Grantham remarked
that but for the conduct of the girls the punishment would
have been much heavier.

Dr. Matthew Campbell, who committed suicide last week
a.’Rugby, had been suffering from religious mania.

Alice Esther Carr seeks a dissolution of her marriage from
the Rev. George Henry Carr, a Baptist minister, whom she
accuses of adultery, and of throwing her baby across the
bedroom.

Father Black declares that, if the Archbishop of Canterbury
will not call the Bishop of London to account for permitting
the re-marriage of divorced persons, he will apply to the
Privy Council to direct the Archbishop to hear the case,
as thtiy directed him to hear that against the Bishop of
Lincoln.

The Sunday-school Union had abazaar in the Birmingham
Town Hall, and Mr. J. S. Dugdale, Q.C., the City Recorder,
made an appropriate opening speech. He ventured the
assertion that the number of persons who “came before
courts of justice” might have been “ diminished if they had
come under the influence of Sunday-school teachers.” Mr.
Dugdale appears to be ignorant of the fact that more than
ninety per cent, of prisoners in English gaols have been
Sunday-school scholars.

Mr. Dugdale went on to justify prosecutions such as those
which are raging at Walsall. lie did not want to see a
Continental Sunday in England ; it was not a day for
amusement, but for rest and meditation. Well, for our
part, we have no objection to Mr. Dugdale’s spending
Sunday in meditation, for he seems to need it. What wo
object to is the ridiculous idea that other people should
meditate just when he does. Surely they might be allowed
to choose their own time, and no doubt meditation on
Monday is as good as meditation on Sunday.
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George Bishop was once a Secularist lecturer. He was
rather lazy, and so he became *“converted” to a less
exacting faith. Finally he entered the Church of England
as a curate, and really found his true level.

Lecturing recently at Hucknall, the Rev. George Bishop
delivered himself as follows : “ | believe, according to the
New Testament, it is a decided sin for any person to
worship in a place not connected with the Church of
England.”  Gods, angels, devils, and little fishes ! What
cheek ! It is just a paraphrase of the old exclamation,
“ Come to my gospel-shop or be damned.” Some people
would prefer to be damned. _

The Government of the Transvaal ordered November 2 to
be observed as a day of humiliation and prayer on account
of the prolonged drought. One of the Dutch ministers
declined to pray for rain because, in his belief, God was
sending punishment on the country on account of the evils
which were daily committed, especially on Sundays. While
God is withholding his rain, firework-makers are trying to
bring it down by snooting rockets at the clouds. One pious
Dutchman denounced the godless operation. “ Hij steek
zijz vinger in die oog van die Heere "—* He is poking his
finger in the eye of God !” shrieked the shocked Boer.

An anti-infidel propagandist, whose whole fortune consists
in his family name, is visiting Stockton-on-Tees, and the
walls of the town are placarded with a warning to the
inhabitants to “Beware of Infidelity.” A number of
hypocritical questions are asked as to the number of
“infidel” hospitals, almshouses, and reformatories; the whole
winding up with a barefaced, horrible lie about “ the foul
system of sensuality and free love” advocated by the
National Secular Society. Altogether the bill is worthy of
the fellow who promised to prove that libel on the Hall of
Science “ up to the hilt,” and so ignominiously failed to do
so that the court made him and his “ dear friends” pay
something like three hundred pounds.

Thomas Sackville Sedgwick has been handed over by the
Scotch authorities to the English police. He is charged
with embezzling £30 as treasurer of the Wells Wesleyan
Sunday School.

A good many clergymen, it is said, have been watching
the female bicyclists at the Aquarium. Well, why not *
Clergymen are as much interested in anatomy as laymen.

Priest and ex-Nun Arrested.

For a robbery committed some little time ago (says the
Telegraph's Paris correspondent) a priest, and a young
woman who had formerly been a nun, have been arrested
and incarcerated pending a judicial examination. The
ex-réligieuse, it appears, was admitted into the service of
an elderly widow, and, by her engaging manners, speedily
won her way into the old lady’s good graces. The wido"(
did not hesitate to confide to her new servant the keys of
her various cupboards and desks. The unworthy domestic
made good use of her opportunities, for, on moving into
another house about four weeks ago, her employer diS'
covered that she had been robbed of railway bonds to the
value of £800. The police were apprised of the fact, and
the maidservant, on her avowal that she had taken thO
bonds and thrown them into a cesspool, was arrested. OnO
day, however, the widow was surprised to receive a letter
from a curé to the effect that, for a commission of £300, he
would restore the missing securities. This communication
was forwarded to the police, who discovered that the priest
had carried on relations with the female prisoner whilst the
latter was in her convent. On being again examined, tb®
ex-nun confessed that she had handed the papers to th®
curé, who was at once arrested, the bonds being found in hi*
possession. In his defence, the ecclesiastic said he intended
using them for charitable purposes.

We have no right to believe a thing true because every'
body says so, unless there are good grounds for believing
that some one person, at least, has the means of knowing
what is true, and is speaking the truth so far as he knows il
However many nations and generations of men are brougn
into the witness-box, they cannot testify to anything which
they do not know. Every man who has accepted the state
ment from somebody else, without himself testing an'
verifying it, is out of court ; his word is worth nothing a
all. And when we get back at last to the true birth an
beginning of the statement, two serious questions must b
disposed of in regard to him vho first made it: was b
mistaken in thinking that he knew about this matter, or "'}l
he lying I—William Kiwjdon Clifford.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Sunday, December 1, Oddfellows’ Hall, Thornton-road, Bradford:
“ How the Bible Stands Now”; 3, “ Life, Death, and After”;
"* “ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live ?”

December 8, Foresters’ Hall; 15, Newcastle ; 22, Manchester ;
Camberwell.

January 5, Camberwell; 12, 19, and 2G, St. James’s Hall.
February 9, Glasgow.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charlhs W atts’'s Engagements.—December 1, Wood Green ;
", Blyth ; 8, South Shields ; 15 and 22, Foresters’ Hall.—All com-
munications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is
requirod, a stamped and addressed onvelope must bo enclosed)
at 81 Etfra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

Lees Sumner.—T hanks for cutting.

«W ood.—See paragraph.

“ep. Dobson.—Mr. Foote is writing you with respect to hall and
date. W. R. Bradlaugh’s visit will do you no harm ; quite the
contrary. We like to see Christian Evidence people active ; it
sets the public inquiring after Freethought.

” eF., Hampson.—Pleased to hear you made three new members
after Mr. Watts’s lecture at Bolton.

“ Morgan.—Thanks. Seo paragraph. The little pamphlet you
refer to will be amplified, as you suggest, when Mr. Foote finds
time to do the writing.

«F. Duplay.— Y our suggestion that Mr. Foote’s article does not
express his real opinions renders discussion impossible.

R have received an envelope containing a postal order for 3s.,
put no letter. Will the sender kindly tell us how the remittance
Is to be applied ?

o' p— AU right.

y" “ePenuelly.—W e are obliged. Will use it next week.
eDunsmore.—W e are on the watch. All in good time.
bad policy to give the ruffian gratuitous advertisements.
*Howard.—W e note your satisfaction.

Mr. Foote's Lecture Scheme (Shilling Month).—Per C. Watts :

jF.S., £1 ; W. Gregory, Is.; Jas. Leipper, 10s.; L. Hewitt, 2s. Gd.
m\W, Jones.—W e are pleased. Seo paragraph. All the week-
bight lectures under Mr. Foote’s scheme should bo free. You
must drop the idea of charging for admission.
~Chester.—Mr. Foote has no sort of connection with the
Pradlaugh Club at Balls Pond, neither has it any official
connection with the National Secular Society. Mr. Foote
simply gave the opening Sunday evening 'octuro by special
Imitation of the two local Branches that are co-operating in the
Freethought propaganda carried on there. Mr. Forder is acting
?? amembor of the Finsbury 1'ark Branch in this mattor, not as
Honorary Secretary of the N.S.S. Of course there is plenty of
room for all sorts of efforts in so huge a place as London,

w. Gott.—See paragraph. Kindly send us any further notes
of Mr. Cohen'’s tour.

Asf#%r_well ranch.—How is it wo do not receive your lecture
~ boticea weekly ?

It is

Any good bookseller would supply you with Canon
,,r'ver’s Introduction. |t is published at 12s. You might order
“rough Mr. Forder.
eClaney.—Glad to hear that Mr. Cohen’s visit to Huddersfield
j has put new iife j,to the Branch. Wo wish you all success.
' F- Gilmour.—Thanks for cutting, also for the new leaflet of the
Glasgow Branch, which is excellent. We hope it is being widely
j, distributed. Syllabus filed.
* > edley.—(1) Church theology is taught in Church schools.
hat is the reason of their existence. (2) Nonconformists have
Persecuted when they have had tli9 power. They did so in
peotland, in England under the Commonwealth, and most vilely
Jew England. (3) We do not know of any satisfactory book
b English Church History, such as you require.
S. Benevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. vance acknowledges :
t.w- (Dorking) £1 ; D. Young 2s.
Indl1S Heceived.—Cape Times—Sunday Chronicle—Irish Daily
a jbpendent—Dundee Advertiser—Glasgow News—Standard
t ,Digger's Mews—fnlaunmesburg Ximies-——Johannesburg Star
p'Hish Times—Echo—Now York Herald—South Shields Free
, ]8®—Midland Counties Express—Cornishman—Helensburgh
a " Gaveloeh Times—Secular Thought—Trutliseeker—Torch of
Or,arcl>y—Freidenker—Progressive Thinker—Now York Public
jjJFmion—Two Worlds—Liberty—New York World—Freedom—
Q0. 8t°n Investigator—Freethought lIdeal,
is Es?ondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply
till *n tbs current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over
E),r, *0following week.
TURI'E Notices must reach 28 Stonecattor-streeb by first post
“day, or they will not be inserted.
28 9?3 *or the Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed to
?7ie ~tonocutter-street, London, E.C.
ofg reethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the publishing
10s «4,P°3t Hoo, at the following rates, prepaid -One Year,
“d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Cuh8 *or literature should be sont ts> Mr. R, Fordo; = 28 Stone-
~ter-stroet, E.C.
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Scale ok Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
expires.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Delicate and elderly people were, most of them, kept
indoors on Sunday evening, when a bitter wind swept
through the streets of London. There was an excellent
audience, however, at Foresters’ Hall, where Mr. Foote lectured
on “Huxley and Agnosticism.” The chair was taken by
James Rowney, who, on the previous Sunday, occupied the
platform at a very short notice, and acquitted himself most
creditably.
Mr. Foote lectures to-day in the Oddfellows’ Hall, Brad-
ford, better places having been denied him. We hope the
weather will permit of Freethinkers attending from the
surrounding district, as well as from Bradford itself.

Mr. Parris occupies the Foresters’ Hall platform this
evening (Dec. 1), his subject being “ More Bible Symbols,
and their Meaning.” We hope there will be a good atten-
dance.

The Wood Green Branch has been holding very successful
Sunday evening meetings at the Masonic Hall, which is
connected with a principal hotel in the High-street. These
meetings have incensed the bigots, who have resorted to
surreptitious practices. The landlord has received an in-
timation from the Middlesex County Council that he is
violating the conditions of his licence. We do not believe
that he is, but he is justified in not incurring the wrath of
official tyrants. Of course the Branch has to go elsewhere.
It has decided to open a Club and Institute at 4, Lawn-villas,
Stewart-crescent, opposite Wood Green Church. Mr. Charles
Watts will lecture there this evening (Dec. 1), and there
ought to be a good gathering. The tickets (Is. and Gd.) can
be obtained of Mr. J. M. Wood, 71, Gladstone-avenue.

Mr. Charles Watts had two Very successful meetings,
under Mr. Foote’s lecture scheme, at Bolton and Blackburn.
The hall was filled on both occasions with a most attentive
audience, many of whom would not otherwise have heard
our principles expounded.

Mr. Cohen has been lecturing under Mr. Foote’s scheme in
the Bradford district. He has had good audiences, and has
succeeded in starting two new Branches of the National
Secular Society. On Sunday last Mr. Cohen lectured for
the Labor Church at Bradford on “ The French Revolution.”
He had large meetings and an enthusiastic reception.

The Secular Almanack, issued by the National Secular
Society, and now published at threepence, is having an
improved sale. We have already expressed a hope—and
we repeat it—that every copy of the Almanack may be sold
by Christmas. We also venture to repeat the information
that any profit derived from the publication will accrue to
the Society.

Mr. H .1 Stace, for six years President of the N.S.S.,
Westminster Branch, was on Sunday evening presented by
the members with an illuminated address. Mr. W. Wheeler,
who is a member of the local Vestry, made the presentation,
and short speeches were added by Messrs. Burrell, Martin,
and Littleton. Mr. Stace said he was proud of the honor
conferred upon him, though, after all, he had only tried to
do hisduty. The testimonial, which was much admired, was
most artistically executed by a friend, Mr. R. J. Thompson.

Mr. F. Wilson, in his article on “ A Parson’'s Diary,” notices
the custom of wassailing orchards. This rite, which is not
yet quite extinct, is adverted to by Mr. Wheeler when dealing
with Christmas customs in his Footsteps of the Past. He
considers it a most interesting survival of nature-worship,
the libations being originally poured to the earth and tree-
spirits.

Daylight, of Norwich, says of The Shadow of the Sword:
“ Mr. Foote's plea for peace is most eloquent; his appeal
ought really to open the eyes of some of the people who talk
of war as if it were simply a pastime.”

Mr. John Morley does not mean to sequester himself in
order to pursue his literary enterprises. He has accepted
an invitation to stand for the Montrose Burghs, and as the
seat is considered “ safe,” he will probably be soon back
in the House of Commons. When he is there we shall
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expect him, if the opportunity arises, not only to vote, but
to speak, on behalf of the claim of Freethinkers to the
common rights of citizenship. Not being a member of the
Government, Mr. Morley will be unmuzzled; and what is
tRe use of having principles if you never do anything for
them 1

The irrepressible Rev. W. W. Howard returns to the
charge in the Leek Times, and declares that he is still willing
to debate with Mr. Foote. “ It remains, however, to be
seen,” says our contemporary, “ whether Mr. Foote will con-
sent to forget Mr. Howard’s remarks that he does not under-
stand the meaning of that which he writes, is asinine in wit,
and hog-like in grunt.” Mr. Foote begs to say that he has
no further civilities to exchange with Mr. Howard, and he
declines to exchange incivilities. He is positively tired of
reading Mr. Howard’s diffuse and bombastic epistles. All
he has to say now is this—if Mr. Howard wants a public
discussion he can have it, but he must accept his opponent’s
proposition as it stands. Let him plainly and definitely say
“Yes,” on this condition, and the business details can be
easily arranged by a joint-committee. This is Mr. Foote's
last word on the matter—however many letters Mr. Howard
may indite in his apparently too ample leisure.

November 12 was the eightieth birthday of Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, and it was celebrated in New York by a
demonstration and banquet of the National Council of
Women. Mrs. Stanton has given her voice and pen for
Freethought as well as for the emancipation of her sex, and
is deserving of all honor.

We are informed that the exhibits for the Paine exhibition
at South Place Institute (Dec. 2 and 3) exceed in number
and variety all expectation. Mr. Conway is busy preparing
a catalogue. Among the exhibitors will be Mr. E. Truelove,
who sends the table on which Paine wrote The Rights of
Man, and other relics; and Mr.Wheeler, who sends anumber
of books. -

There is an interesting story about Froude in Mr. G. W.
Smalley’s Studies of Men, and it is very much to that great
writer's credit: “When he began to feel that he was
drifting away from the Church, he told his father. His
father was the Venerable Archdeacon Froude, not only a
Churchman, but a dignitary of the Church, and something
of a devotee. The father naturally sought to dissuade the
son. Presently he added the weight of paternal authority
to his entreaties. Finding this also ineffectual, he told young
Froude plainly that, if he renounced the Church, he must
renounce his expectations of fortune. The father was rich ;
wealth lay within the son’s grasp ; poverty was the price of
resistance. Froude told the story very simply. He never
said whether he hesitated. He only said : ‘1 gave up the
fortune. | thought I could earn my own living, and | have
earned it Yet when he threw off the frock he resigned his
fellowship, and resigned the headmastership of a school
which had just been offered and accepted, and began life
over again as a man of letters. He had no income, and no
certainty of pay for his writings.’”

The memorial to Huxley will take the shape of a statue to
be placed in the Natural History Branch of the British
Museum, and medals to be awarded by the Royal College of
Science at South Kensington.

The New York Morning Journal gives a portrait of
Stephen Girard and an account of this philanthropic
merchant of last century, who was a stout Freethinker.
His principal shin was named “ Voltaire.” He had a silent
funeral, attended by the Freemasons of Philadelphia. By
his will he left a noble college for the education of orphans.
In it he prohibited theentrance of any ecclesiastic, missionary,
or minister, as he wished the orphans educated in secular
instruction only. Yet the black parasites have contrived to
over-ride the Freethinker’s will, and the children’s minds
are warped with the pernicious dogmas of the Churches.
American Freethinkers should never cease their endeavors
to obtain a reversal of this iniquity.

SOMETHING LIKE A FORGERY.

T he story of the woman taken in adultery (John viii. 1-11)
is a pretty good instance of what could be done in the way
of after-insertion into the Gospels. A yet more striking
instance is that of the last twelve verses of Mark. Here
Eusebius tells us expressly that accurate copies ended at
the eighth verse. And here, in point of fact, do end the
two oldest manuscripts, the Vatican and the Sinaitic,
though these manuscripts cannot be pretended to be earlier
than the fourth century, and are possibly later. Hero,
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then, was Mark, generally thought to be the oldest gospel,
pitchforking Jesus into the world like Melchisedek without
any account of his birth, father, or mother, and leaving him
crucified and buried without any resurrection. Evidently
that would never do. Accordingly an ending was supplied
with the promise that believers should take up serpents and
drink poison with impunity, but he that believeth not shall
be damned. When, where, and who perpetrated this
forgery is a matter of speculation. The Rev. Heber
Evans argues it was Paul; others assign it to Ariston.
Whoever the forger was, he did not manage the business
well. The preceding writer had just mentioned Mary
Magdalene three times as a party presumably well known;
but he, very unnaturally, in the ninth—his first—verse
explained that the hysterical lady who was the first to
recognise her beloved when he got up out of his grave, and
threw away the linen in which he had been wrapped, was
the same party “ out of whom he had cast seven devils.”
Dean Alford cancelled the forgery in his Testament. R
is rejected by Tischendorf and T. S. Green. The Revised
Version detaches the verses, and has the marginal note:
“The two oldest Greek manuscripts and some other
authorities omit from verse nine to the end. Some other
authorities have a different ending to the gospel.” This
different ending is notable because it has been argued, with
some plausibility, that the ending of the gospel at verse
eight is too abrupt for the close of any narrative, unless
the Holy Ghost at this point suddenly took St. Mark up to
heaven, and a cloud received him out of sight. Now, the
Codex Regius at Paris, which is assigned to the seventh cen-
tury and the margin of the later Syriac, has this verse : “ And
all these things they reported to Peter’'scompanions. And
afterwards Jesus himself, from the east to the west, sent
forth by them the holy and incorruptible preaching of eternal
salvation ” ; which, of course, makes a satisfactory wind up
to the blessed gospel, but would never have been written
in the seventh or any other century if the other verses hm
been known to be the genuine words of St. Mark, inspired
by the Holy Ghost. LucianuS

A Heathen Death-Bed.

The Philadelphia Times reports the death from e°nc
sumption in that city of a Chinaman, Hong-Toi, who
friends came to his death-bed and read to him from tn
works of Confucius and Mencius :(— ,0

“ He confronted death with all the calm courage of 6 ,
true fatalist, evidently in full possession of all his nmn
faculties, and firm in his Oriental faith. There was not *
faintest evidence of any fear in his manner or his words, n
did there seem to be any longing for life or desire ,
supplicate for it. To an American whom he knew well, 9/
whom he had learned to regard as a good friend, he s11(,jO
he grasped his hand the day before he died : ‘ Mayhap u
one week, maybe one month; die alle same. No so
myself. All light. Solly my mothee, my mothee.’ 13

“ To one of his Chinese friends he said, only a few n0%,,
before he breathed his last, and when he was almost 11119 ¢
to articulate : 11 think | see the dragons.” It was the 1 |
he said. Soon after he sank into what seemed a P?a"\jer
sleep, and save for his labored breathing he gave no fuld j,
evidence of suffering. Slowly and more slowly he breatn?j
until with a long, gasping sigh he gave up the struggle
rested. ] . f 2rie>

“ There was no lamentation, nor any evidence °i ” j,is
though it was plain enough that to many of his friem ~d.0
going was a real sorrow. Five or six of these friends *
in the room when he passed away, and as soon as
that he was dead they began the preparations for his
disposal.”

i Jes"3
The Rabbis were proof against serpent bites; an
was by no means original (nor were the Rabbis) in
f; the superstition of taking up serpents with inT cd b/
The Talmord relates tiat a certain tHstfde W@ ~
an arud. An arud was a cross between a serpen on*
lizard, and none the better for that. Well, Rabbi = ,
ben Dosa put his heel upon the hole of the reptile, *, jjed,

bitten by it; but, like Goldsmith’s mad dog, the rep* ~(ten
while the Rabbi was none the worse. It must hp
that, in this instance, it was the Rabbi MMs incid”

poisonous animal. A proverb sprang out of this i
“Woe to the man who encounters an arud;

the arud which encounters Rabbi ben Dosa.
Christians, who have no such power to kill reptil03

to convert the Jews !—J. Symes, in “ kgrator.’
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IS THERE A GOD?

To any man of strong and healthy mind, there is nothing
plainer than that there cannot be any such being as
the God the Christians and Jews believe in; but
whether any kind of an intelligence brought into existence
this universe, and still controls it. is a question about which
I am unable to form any definite opinion. | have never
read a sound argument in favor of such an existence or
against it.

It must be true either that the universe has existed
always, or that there was a time when it began to exis
It is absolutely impossible for our minds to conceive of
lime without a beginning or end, or of space without a
beginning or end. No man, therefore, can intelligently
believe that the universe has existed always, or that God
bas existed always. He cannot believe either of these
propositions, because they are propositions that cannot be
grasped by the human mind. The man who says that he
believes the universe has existed always, or that God has
existed always, is bound to realise that he does not say
Ibis having clearly before his mind the meaning of his
Words, as he does have when he says he believes the earth
Bround, or that Chicago has more than a million inhabi
tants.

And yet, if we do not believe that the universe or that
~ed existed eternally, it seems that we are forced to
believe that one or both of them had a beginning, as there
Is no other alternative ; and yet it is simply impossible for
bs to conceive how God or the universe could have had a
beginning

S\k cannot imagine that once there did not exist any

being, or intelligence, as that which we commonly call
w°d, and yet that in one minute after there existed
e'ng something like that called God.

" e cannot imagine either how this existence came
bstantly into the fully-doveloped God, nor can we under-
land how a being or intelligence might have started at a
Srail beginning and grown into a fully-developed God.

All orthodox Jews and Christians claim to believe that
°d has existed always, yet that the matter or material

which the universe is made has not existed always, but
bat God created this matter absolutely out of nothing.

I have never heard from any intelligent Jew oi Christian
hether he believes God made in an instant all the matter
p which the universe is formed, or took more or less time
0 Wake it; though they must know that, if God is omni-
P°tent, he could have made it all instantly just as easily as
acould have done it in a long time; and they must know
bat, if an omnipotent God took six days, or six seconds, to
jreate the world, it must have been simply because he pre-
erred to occupy some time in making it, when he could
b®l as easily have done it instantly.

Hut if we admit that there was a time when matter did
°l exist, then wo are forced to admit that before the
Jbstence of matter there were endless cycles of ages when
bd was doing nothing; for we can no more imagine a
e . doing something, with no matter of any kind in

'stence, than we can imagino a man doing something
1 h°ut something with which to do it.

\\ for® Cod created matter there was nothing but space.

6 cannot conceive that there was ever a time when there

n° space, so that space must have existed eternally,
j ! religions are compelled to make their gods more or

& like men, and the Bible speaks of the hands and feet
,bd arms and ears and eyes of God, and of his seeing and

earing and loving and pitying and hating and being angry,
f Or®or less as men do. But, in order to have hands and
jib and arms and eyes and ears, and to see and hear, or to
anything like these, or to do anything like these,
7® must bo somo matter or material thing in existence.
t If. then, God oxisted before matter existed, it must havo
hanu that at that time God had nothing anything hko
ji , 3or feet or arms or eyes or ears, and that ho could do
iloth™8 at all like seeing or hearing, because there was
fu ,,In&for him to sec and nothing for him to hear. And,
that 7 ' ™ there was no matter in existence, it was impossible
din, .1 could have had any form, or size, or weight, or
HOt ?ns*0n i and, as there was nothing but space, there could
and 7 Ve been any particular place, or any kind of place,
hav i tb°refore would havo been impossible that God could
been at any place, or could havo been anyiv here.
u A’uld bo simply absurd to say that, before the exist-
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ence of matter, God was everywhere, as is now commonly
said by religionists; for, if there was nothing but space,
there could have been no place ; and if there was no place,
there was no where 1 It was impossible for God to be every-
where when there was nowhere; and it was folly to say he
was at every place when there was no such thing as place,
because place cannot exist without matter, and the very
idea of place is inseparably linked with matter.

I am, then, perfectly free to confess that | cannot under-
stand how the universe could have existed eternally, or
how it could have had a beginning ; and yet it seems that
one or the other of these must be true.

— Blue Grass Blade. C. C. Moore.

THE APOSTLE JUNIA (?).

How many disciples Jesus had, how many apostles or
messengers he sent, cannot be ascertained. The general
opinion is that they were twelve in number; but there must
have been more.

1. Paul or Saul was an apostle, it is said; and he was
not one of the twelve.

2. Barnabas was another apostle (Acts xiv. 14; 1 Cor.
ix. 5, 6).

3. Epaphroditus was also an apostle.
25, where he is called your messenger.
your apostle.

4. Certain parties (in 2 Cor. xi. 13) are called false
apostles; but the writer himself may have been of that
character, as Paul must beadmitted to have been.

5. Lying apostles are mentioned in Rev. ii. 2.

None of the above were members of the twelve, unless
the false ones are of that group, which seems quite likely.

6. In Romans xvi. 7 we have a peculiar passage : “ Salute
Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellow
prisoners, who are of note amongst the apostles, who
were in Christ before mo.”

Who was Junia 1 Man or woman, Junia was related to
the writer; was amongst the apostles—that is, was one of
the apostles. Was Junia man or woman ?

Irenasus says : For after tho twelve apostles, it is found
our Lord sent seventy others.” Tertullian states : “ And he
chose other seventy apostles besides the twelve.” Clement
of Alexandria speaks of “ The apostle Barnabas, who was
ono of tho seventy.” Origen speaks of the seventy apostles.

Cyprian took the seventy disciples to be Apostles, and
calls Church rulers the successors of the seventy. Ambrose
and Jerome spoke of other apostles besides the twelve ; and
Augustine regards the five hundred mentioned in 1 Cor. xv
as apostles also.

Chrysostom took tho seventy to be apostles; and he
regarded Junia as one. Ho exclaims: “ Oh ! how great is
tho devotion of this woman that she should be even counted
worthy of the appellation of apostle I” Calmet, in his Dic-
tionary, under Junia, says : “ St. Chrysostom, Theophylact,
and several others, tako Andronicus for'a man, and Junia
for a woman, perhaps his wife.” The Greeks and Latins
keep their festival day May 17, as husband and wife.

Theodoret says apostles were numbered by myriads.

If Junia was an apostle, who can grumble ? Surely, it
is as likely that a woman should be an apostle as that one
should be tho mother of God ! Those who worship one
woman as the mother of God need not begrudge Junia the
title and honor of apostle. But Christians are so prejudiced.
There is little else but prejudice about them.

If Junia was the first pope now, what of that? Rome
was never any worse for that, nor is the Romish Church.
A woman is better than a neuter any day.

Joseph Symes.

See Philippians ii.
In Greek it is

How to Help Us.

(1) Getyour newsagent to take a fow copies of tho Freethinker and
try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to tako tho copies that
romain unsold.

(2) Tako an oxtra copy (or more), and circulato it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in tho train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or got displayed, ono of our contents-shoets, which aro
of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. Forder will
send thorn on application.
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THE JAPANESE OPINION OF RELIGION.

The following may be most fitly prefaced by Burns's lines
O wad some power the giftie gie us
To see oursel’s as ithers see us.

It was at a lecture given on Tuesday week, before members
of the Aldershot Military Society, of which His Boyal
Highness the Duke of Connaught is the esteemed Presi-
dent, that the following remarkable and important state-
ment—one fraught with much import to all Freethought
readers—was made, and one that we should be lacking in
discernment if we did not find a prominent position for in
the Freethinker itself. It is a fair criterion of what many
great nations think of the religion of so-called Christian
countries (sic). H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught was unable
to be present, but his place as chairman was ably filled by
Sir William Butler, who, in a neat speech, introduced
Surgeon-Colonel W. Taylor, M.D., the principal medical
officer of the South Eastern District, to the assembly
The title of the lecture was that of “ The Medico-Military-
Arrangements of the Japanese Army in the Field.” With
the general subject-matter we have little or nothing to do ;
suffice it to say, however, that the lecturer clearly proved—
and it was admitted on all hands—that the arrangements of
the Army Medical Organisation in the field were far and
away more complete and valuable than those of England,
or even Germany herself, although, forsooth, Western civilisa-
tion had up till the outbreak of the war regarded the move-
ments of that nation’s army as “ merely playing at soldiers.”
In Japan, said the gallant Colonel, who was attached as a
British officer on the Japanese staff during the late war,
places abound for the teaching of almostevery ology ; yet it
was only in the year 1869 that Japan made up its mind to
bring itself into Western civilisation! Itwas related tohimby
high authority that, at this time, a commission was sent forth
from Japan on avisit to the chief cities of the world for the
purpose of. determining four things, which should decide the
future of Japan. The first great point to be decided was to
determine which of all the armies of the world was the best
and most suitable for Japan to base the formation of its own
army upon ; secondly, to determine which was the best navy
of the world ; thirdly, to decide which was the best system
of education in the world ; and, fourthly, which was the
best religion in the world. The commission executed their
mission, and then returned to their beloved Emperor and
reported that they found that the French had the best army
system, the British navy was the best navy, and the American
system of education commended itself most to their minds ;
but, said Colonel Taylor, with regard to the deciding of the
fourth question, the commission reported that, although they
had visited the chief cities throughout the world, they had
not in all their travels been able to find any religion that
was worth following ! Much hilarity was caused by this
statement by the lecturer, and the risible faculties were still
further tickled when Colonel Thompson added that all the
so-called religious feasts were a complete farce, and the
result of starting an American mission in Japan had been
that the intended theological college had now become the
greatest centre for Freethought! Yet, added the lecturer
in conclusion, and after extolling the virtues of the Japanese
mothers, | have no hesitation in saying that Japan must
necessarily become a nation of soldiers, composed of brave,
loyal, and ideal men—men who, like the women of the
country, esteem it an honor and a privilege to lay down
their very lives in the service of their emperor, and for their
love of liberty.”

Such is the opinion of a great and successful nation of the
religion of Western civilisation. Truly a clear manifestation
that neither the .Japanese commission, its emperor, nor its
nation regard religion (save the mark !) as being calculated
to bring about that balderdash of universal brotherhood, as
enunciated by the people’s poet—

The time will come when man to man, the world o’er,
Shall brothers bo.

Common sense is evidently the line that the Japs prefer

to rely upon.

In Boston, in 1660, Mary Dyar was hung on theold elm on
Boston Common by the Puritans on the following charges :
She said magistrates had no right over the conscience of
men; that God made revelations now as much as ever, was
just as near to George Fox as to Moses and Paul, and just
as near to her as to Jesus Christ ; that priests had no right
to bind an: 1loose ; that we should call no man “ Master ” on
earth; that sprinkling water on a baby’'s face did it no
good, and gave no pleasure to God. Besides, she said that
woman had just as much right as man. And when we bade
her hold her peace, impudently declared that she had as
good a right to publish her opinions as we had to publish
ours. So wo hanged her by the neck in the name of God
and the Puritan Church of New_England. It is an act of
religion. Glory to God and the vine he has planted in the
wilderness.—liev. John Norton.
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WHAT THEN?

As | gaze at the fathomless sky,
And travel with thought through the past,
As | think of what is when | die

| oft wonder if “ I ” will still last—
The “ 1 ” that is thinking this out,

The “ 1”7 that men say is a “ soul,
The “ 1 ” that is ever in doubt

Of what the Unknown can unroll.
If 'tis true that we all are a part
Of a thinkingless, fathomless all;
If 'tis true that the broken in heart
When dead have no future recall,
What then ! Ah, what then 1

Suppose it is true that the sod

Will contain all that forms now the “1”;
Suppose it is true there’'s no God

As that told by the priests (they can lie);
Suppose that the future as told

By the priest for his bread is a snare,
A tale but for gathering gold.

Or to coax men wrong burdens to bear ;
Suppose that the future is nil

For the toiler now crushed by our laws ;
Suppose that the future is nil

For those who are crushed without cause.

If so, ah, what then 1

How shall be paid the poor wretch

Now crushed by our cruel social laws 1
How shall be paid the brave men

Now fighting for truth and her cause 1
How shall be paid the poor slave—

The laborer sweating his brow
To feed the fat belly of cant 1

The answer is—Never, or Now.
For if God’s unconscious, what then 1

If the future for man be but death,
If God be unmindful of men,

And the “soul ” be a beating of breath,

What then ! Ah ! what then 1

Wealth says 'tis the tale of a fool 2

To say there’'s no future or God ;
That men could not hope to e’er rule

If the “ soul” was dispersed in the sod.
Cant says 'tis a tale of a fool

To say there’s no heaven or hell.
She teaches the poor in her school

That all after death will be well.
But still there’s the dark, dreary doubt.

Which through ages and ages has ran
That future may mean ever sleep,

And that God is unmindful of man.

If so, ah, what then ?

Are we to wait 'til the “ trumpet sound”
To solve the problem | here propound 1
Too long has Poverty bowed to Wealth ;
'Tis time she tried to help herself.
Ah, see ye not, ye blinded poor,
The priestcraft yoke you do endure !
In spite of every parson’s bray,
They cannotprove a word they say.
—Reynolds’s Newspaper. Joseph TitorWEI*.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A REAL TRINITY.
TO THE EDITOR OF * THE FREETHINKER.” i

Silt,—I have for the last sixty-three years, as a confir™ix
Freethinker, considered the Christian idea of a Irjnldgiy
three-part God to be a most absurd and ridiculously «
idea. Notwithstanding this, sir, you are well aware oi 3
fact that for centuries past the clergy of the twin Ch py
of Rome and England have vastly enriched theinsel' ™ gjr
forcing these irrational ideas down the throats oi
millions of dupes, amongst whom | feel proud to sW pe
the daily increasing number of Freethinkers aro no of
included. But | must here, with your permission, »0";0h
the fact that the above-named clergy are in joint pos* niudlC
of a real, substantial, and tangible Trinity which
term the Three C's—viz., the Cash, Cant, and Candiet,
Trinity. T. Dunbar HaB*4

“ ; : A
I don't see much difference between your”sacren gitQe<)
programs and your secular concert programs.” Di
concerts aro given on Sunday.”
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BOOK CHAT.

It is a healthy sign of the spread of music and musical criti-
cism in this country to see so handsome a volume as that of
Gluck and the Opera, a study in musical history, by Ernest
Newman (London: Bertram Dobell, 77, Charing Cross-
road ; 1895). Germany has an abundance of philosophical
reusical critics, and in France feaint-Scens himself—* the
French Bach”—does not disdain the office of study and
criticism of his predecessors. Mr. Newman's book opens
'vith a sonnet to Gluck, by David Friedrich Strauss, who
round in music one of the chief elements wherewith to
replace the effete influence of religion. It is, indeed, the
rnerit of the work that it does not merely study Gluck and
“is productions, but views them in relation to the whole
Jntellectual tendencies of the time. Mr. Newman says:

Everywhere we see that music has not developed along its
own lines without reference to the other arts, but that these
ai>d the general culture of the times have helped to shape its
course.” He deals with his subject from a scientific, not a
metaphysical, point of view.

Gluck, the great reformer of the opera, is afigure of interest
p. music lovers, though the quarrels of the Gluckists and
. mcinnists, which made a great noise in the third quarter of

century, have almost passed into the limbo of oblivion,

f? rival schools, however, provoked much discussion, in
_mch men like Rousseau and Diderot joined. The path of
th °uU was>as ™ r' Newman shows, led by another Free-

muker, Algarotti. Mr. Newman traces andanalyses Gluck’s

fienius to its culmination in Iphigenia in Tauris.
Tle Newman adopts throughout the comparative method,
p traces the course of the opera in Germany, Italy, and
WaDCe' an<™ does not suppose it has made its last effort in
an r'ner any more than in Gluck. His work is well written,
hist may  warmly commended to all interested in musical
claiyT- Indeed, as we have already indicated, it may

tnor!? a higher place as a part of the history of the develop-
ent of culture.

* * *

wl r°m Gluck to Diderot is an easy transition. If the first
H 8.master of music of his time, the second was as certainly
and mr°i letters. Voltaire alone could compete his supremacy,
of tilllsorne respects, his work was more fecund than that
fi greatestot modern wits. While Voltaire was crushing
iu ih*16 a thousand little darts and stings, Diderot,
sci e Encyclopédie, was uprearing the edifice of modern
9 ?nce.aud culture, which is slowly superseding the old
ofWrstiti°ns. To this great work Diderot gave thirty years
oth 'S ~e>and Voltaire himself recognised that there was no
tlinCr Pan *n Europe who could have successfully achieved
1) mcolossal task. This, too, may bo said that, while the
stit' ' oltaire was for ever fretting at the stupidity, super-
pulon>and bigotry he encountered, the Atheist Diderot
sth84&< h's path, ever amiable, ever generous, with
Prerne serenity, worthy of a philosopher.

* * *

sa vie, ses ceuvres, sa correspondence, by A. Collig-
great p i5: F. Alcon ; 1895) is one of many signs that the
‘mlen Gucyclopedist is still an influence among his country-
VOj © And well indeed it is that it is so. The twenty
lar,'mes °f his completo works, edited by J. Assezat, is a
itggj/JOonum.ent, and the greatest of all is L'Encyclopédie
that ' v impress of a genius like Diderot is not only in
that Vaic* 1* "'rites himself, but as clearly stamped on all
the mes under his direction, as was the Times when under
3oq Tutorship of John Delane. But M. Collignon’s book of
Il tjages is a good introduction to the man and his work,
crij: «“gnon has that happy style which makes French
fap clsni more readable than many an English novel. It is
vol uguter in tone than Mr. John Motley's study i two
is QesJyetitis, on the whole, quite as satisfactory. There
h,nv' ilpating about the bush with M. Colliguon. He tells
him ~‘derot, “ at tho outset of his career, had not raised
tw ,elf above the .Spiritualist theory and the feeble argu-
liaj A "ith which it is satisfied,” and also how he afterwards
]fe VI0courage and sincerity to refute his Theistic errors.
tll,o7's that he was the first of moderns to broach the
“(jr y °f evolution, remarking, in his Réve de d'Alembert,
°rRan ?i8 Pr°duco wants, and reciprocally wants produce
trupT' M. Collignon cites many passages to show that the
"olT~ursor of “ transformisme” was neither Lamarck nc-
tl j. pb but Diderot. .So in art he finds that Diderot wi

1rocursor of Stendhal, Sainte Beuve, and Merimee.

I Tj
r ’bjrzﬁg)t“f ?7/ House is il new sixpenny illustrated magazine
.pUclj Of "?treet). Mr. Grant Allen contributes a story, “ The
=Jcere;.. ,, Vatnouska.” which is certainly not a hill-top novel.
Tr. p "recker’shomeis called “ God's Providence House.”
s ?°nv(r!rdidstei' Gucas lias a silly story in which an Atheist
Paint, n, Gyseeing at night a jiost painted with luminous
Ir* Eucas must appraise the intellect of his readers
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at a very low level. Mr. R. Barr (Luke Sharp) has some
really funny remarks on “ The Common or Domestic Hen.”
* * *

In an account of Verdi, the composer, we read that
in 1814 the village of Roncole, Italy, was sacked by the
invading Allies. Then the frightened women took refuge
in the church—safe, as they thought, under the image of the
Virgin ; but the soldiers forced the door, and slew women
and children until the floor ran with blood. One mother,
with an infant at her breast, flew to the belfry and hid
there, so saving herself and her child. This child was the
infant Verdi.

* * *

Ten thousand copies of the first part of The Woman’s Bible
have been issued at New York. The State Journal of Ohio
declares that this New Bible of the New Woman is the work
of the Devil.

* * *

The Free Review for December opens with an article “ On
Compromise,” by J. M. Robertson, which is very interesting
on its critical side, but not particularly helpful on the side
of practical suggestion. Arthur Lynch’sarticle on “ Herbert
Spencer” is good reading, though not quite up to the
writer's best level. “Salvation Army Charity” is tren-
chantly dealt with by R. Wheatley, with special reference to
“ Shelters,” which are shown to be a form of philanthropy
which earns a handsome dividend out of the worst
necessities of the destitute. There are some well-written
economical papers, and a peculiar article by a lady, entitled
“A Woman’s Right,” which is marked by all the crudity of
the free-love school. J. A. Nicklin contributes a bright,
original literary article on “ Marlowe's ‘ Gaveston.”” We
also note a two-page review of Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer
pamphlet.

“ * *

The recently-published Letters of Matthew Arnold contain
some references to Miss Harriet Martineau, who says Matthew
Arnold “ blasphemes frightfully.” This was written at a
time when Arnold never contemplated that he would be
accused of “ blaspheming frightfully ” by his reference
to the “three Lord Shaftesburys.” He applauded Miss
Martineau’s courage even when, owing to the publication of
The Letters on the Laws of Man’s Development, she was in high
disrepute, and says thereanent: “ The want of independence
of mind, the shutting their eyes and professing to believe
what they do not, tho running blindly together in herds,
for fear of some obscure danger and horror if they go alone,
is so eminently a vice of the English, | think, of the last
hundred years—has led them, and is leading them, into such
scrapes and bewilderment, that | cannot but praise a person
whose one effort seems to have been to deal perfectly honestly
and sincerely with herself, although for the speculations
into which this effort has led her I have not the slightest
sympathy. | shall never be found to identify myself with
her and her people ; but neither shall | join, nor have | the
least community of feeling with, her attackers.” In later
years he speaks of Renan, “ between whose line of endeavor
and my own | imagine there is a considerable resemblance.”

PROFANE JOKES.

Sunday-school Teacher (solemnly)—“ Every one must bo

born again.” Tommy Traddles—" Please, teacher, 1 was
born again, tho first time.” Sunday-school Teacher—* What
do you mean V. Tommy Traddles—* I'm twins.”

Sunday-school Teacher—* What is faith?” Small Boy—
“ Taking an umbrella to church when the minister's goin’
ter prey fer rain.”

Mother—* | don’t know what in the world to do with my
son; ho is a born rover.” Neighbor—* Why not make a
Methodist minister of him ?’

Mrs. Watts—* Why were you not at the church Thursday
night?” Mrs. Potts—“ | was out of the city. What was
going on 7" Mrs. Watts—"“ We celebrated the silver anni-
versary of tho boy evangelist's work in the missionary field.
Oh, we had a lovely time.”

A Portuguese artificer, who was suspected of Freethinking,
was at the point of death. A Jesuit who came to confess
him, holding a crucifix before his eyes, said : “ Behold the
god whom you have so much offended ; do you recollect him

now?” “Alas! yes, father,” replied the dying man ; “ it was
I who made him:”

Mrs. Gray—" Was your prayer-meeting good hist night?”
Mrs. Green—" Rather uninteresting. None of the men who
spoke had ever done anything very bad.” Mrs. Gray—" But
wasn't Mr. Graybeard there ? Mrs. Green—" Oh, yes ; but
you don’t expect he'd confess any of his real crimes, do you !
Mrs. Gray—*" Well, he might run a risk of being arrested.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us hyfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.’]

LONDON.

Foresters’ Hall (Olerkenwell-road, E.O.): 7.30, Touzeau Parris,
“ More Bible Symbols and their Meaning "—with diagrams.

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Balls
Pond, N.) : 7, H. Snell, “Was Jesus Christ a Socialist?” Tuesday, at
8, social party. Wednesday, at 8, public discussion—Miss Lanehester
Case.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.46,
F. Haslam, “ The Lord’s Day : Past, Present, and Future.” Tuesday, ai
8, social gathering. Friday, November 29, at 8, meeting of members and
friends.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7,
conversazione. Friday, at 8, free science classes.

East London Ethical Societv (78 Libra-road, Roman-road) : 3,
Sunday-school; 7.30, Dr. Kaines, “ The Religion of the Knowable.”

Finsbury Branch : 12, members’ general meeting.

Isle op Doss Progressive Club (72 Stebondale-street, E .): 11.30,
E. Calvert, “Does the Bible Sanction Slavery, and is it a Woman’'s
Friend ?”

Penton Hall (81 Pentonville-road) : 7, J. Kaspary, “ Parseeism or
Persian Priestcraft.”

West London Ethical Society (Westminster Town Hall, Caxton-

street: 11.15, Dr. Stanton Coit, “ The German'Emperor and German
Socialism.”
West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,

Harry Sadler, “ The Vital Virtues.”

Wood Green (Club and Institute, 4 Lawn-villas, Stuart-crescent,
opposite Wood Green Church): 7.30, opening lecture by Charles Watts,
“ Secularism in Modern Thought.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates : 12, F. Haslam, “ Feed my Lambs.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 and 3.30—lectures, weather
permitting.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): G. Baylifiie, “ Creation v.
Evolution.”

Chatham Secular
Sunday-school.

Dundee (Tally-street Hall) : 2.30, discussion class; 6.30, adjourned
debate, “ What do Socialists Want ?”—opener, Mr. Munro.

Failsworth Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane) : 6.30, Robert
Law, F.G.S., “ Volcanoes and Earthquakes, their Origin and Distribution.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12, discussion;
6.30, Zosimus, “ The Christ of Myth, Mystery, and.Mummery.”

Hul1 (Cobden Hall, Storey-street) : 7, Mr. Monro, “ The Bible God.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): 6.30, Rev. F. W.
Ford, “ The Foundations of Religious Belief.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, L. Small, B.So.,
will lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
Mr. Wainscott, “ Free Trade and Competition v. Socialism.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near
Grey's monument): 7, R. Mitchell will lecture; 8, monthly meeting—
urgent business.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science. Rockingham-street) :
11, W. Heaford, “ Was Jesus a Socialist?” 3, “ The Dual Character of
Christ”; 7, “ The Dream of Immortality.” Tea at5

South Shields (Captain Duncan’'s Navigation School, King-street):
7, business ; 7.30, Wm. Bowie, “ The History of a Piece of Coal.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 630, W. Elcoat,
First Liberal.”

Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 245,

6.30,

“ The

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—December 1,
Edinburgh ; 2 and 3, Dundee ; 4, 5, and 6, Edinburgh; 8, Glasgow ; 11
and 12, debate at Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 15, Blackburn; 22, Wood Green :
29, Ball's Pond.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—Dec. 22,
Leicester.

Touzeau Parris, 32 tipper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W.—
Dec. 1, Foresters’ Hall; 8, Balls Pond ; 15 Wood Green ; 29, Foresters’

EPrice Is. Cd.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free.

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
BY
G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
Sold also in separate parts as follows :—

Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are Rrinted ir
parallel columns. 4d.

2. Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities froir
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, will

sentencel3l™ 1631111163 glving the Point of eacil absurdity in t

3. —Bible Atrocities.

from Genesis to Revelatiﬁjn.

T Each infamy has a separate head
line for easy reference.

4, —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Freethought Publications.

By G. W. FOOTE.
Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.
Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries, 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-

notes. 4d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee oh
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Repo
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.

The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christian3

[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Complote, paP?
covers, Is. 4d. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, bound 1

cloth, 2s.

Crimes of Christianity. Vvol. I. [Written in conjunction W»,
J. M. Wheeler.] Hundreds of exact references to Stand»

3d.

Authorities. No pains spared to make it a complete, trus
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity. Clot ,
gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A |jI°

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d. .
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besanb. ]
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame BlavatswW
2d.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay 0
War. 2d. .
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the Pe°P ’

and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Bible Romances- Now Edition. Revised and largely ro-writ
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Applo, Id.; 3) vy,.
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Tower of Babe}' r\nf
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandc ij
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, WC 'ip
Jonah and the Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, 1d.; (13)
Mother, Id.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho CruciD
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“A Letter to Lord Ellenborough

Occasioned by tue Sentence which he Passed oN

MR. D. I. EATON,

As Publisher of »

Containing all the godly wickedneké!!! THIRD TART OF PAINE'S" AOE OF REAS(i

BY
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

Broken

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, RG
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BIBLE AND BEER

BY

G. W.

FOOTE

CONTENTS:—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto

Christian Methods of Reformation

Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith

Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks

Scriptural Praises of Wine

Jesus and the Wine Miracle

The Last Supper

Communion Port

Tho Two-Wine Theory

Religion and Intoxication
Religious Drinking in the Bible
Water-Drinking Heretics
Christianity and Mohammedanism
Church Drinks

Absurdity of Bible Temperance
Appeal to Common Sense

_ This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker for constant use against the upholders of the absurd

®&\ims of the Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance.

No pains havo been spared to mako it complete and

Price Fourpence.

London:

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEYE,
T*UE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.Y.S., M.N.S.S.

pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price It., post fret.

tao*. order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
»t 0 unportant parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
» pknnv, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
j,zen Post free.
pamnl ; a<io,,ai Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
Kalth < ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
~elin USlan theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
M ai, ==« The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo-
catione3lan-cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
ned ? In~a.pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
c& 'y Or family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
low..; lecHred>»nd an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
|1 TO8eible prices.”
otherHuOuncil °f the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
That Tj also aP°ken if in very high terms.
Other,, j 68uPPl'ed by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
ordert should be sent to the author.

JILHOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE, BERKS.
J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

AlAU'-oxled by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
CWw I  W'N' Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. Pollen, 15

‘i»aatir '8treet’ Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
aes). Por particulars send stamped envelope.

BV, IMPORTANT CAUTION
, .
the wn i of nselcss imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
IJausib] .“ Itendell it Co. ” and “ J. W. Rendall ” being speciously and
o*y introduced to deceive the public.
Look fob Autograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688.

* * % * * (ON each Box, without which None are Genuine.

'l 5s. g"°n 8 Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d , 4s. 6d.,

Hbutt’a“uﬁalfreys Powder, Is. 2d. inine Compound, Is. 2d.
J BPowders, 8s. per doz. prices post fiee.

WENDELL, Id Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

ROBERT FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.

G. W. FOOTE anp J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3,
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy ;
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

“The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the
opponents of Christianity.”—0. Bradlaugh, in National Reformer.

* The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.” —
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders-
field Examiner.

“ The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—
(U.S.A).

London :

Ironclad Age

K. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

The Age of Reason.

Foote. ls.
Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.

Complete Theological Works. (Including tho Age o0j
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheeler. Is.; bound in cloth, 23.

New edition, with Preface by G. W.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper

ower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ;

in four hours when required;

If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges.

platmum 7s. 6d. each on 18 ct. gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. Gd.;
pamless by gas,

STANTON, the Peoplo’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
[0)

upper or lower, £2. Completed
repairing or alterations in two hours.

Teeth on
extraction,

rl10 FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring

SUPERIOR. OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.
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VALUE IN THE

MARKET.

In Brown, Fawn, and Grey Checks, Stripes, and Mixtures.

FILL UP THIS

Self-measurement Form

AND

TROUSERS.

A, Round Waist over

Trousers.......
B, Round Seat.. .
E to D, Inside Leg Seam..............

The Unemployed Problem
FOR THE PRESENT
HAS BEEN SOLVED.

INCHES

F to G, Full Length of

STATE COLOR PREFERRED,

And we will give you

A BARGAIN.

Trousers.......
/1, Round Thigh
I, Round Knee...
./, Round Bottom
Please say Lined or Unlined..........
Side or Cross Pockets

We have given work to all who have
applied for it, and still require

largo numbers more
as agents.

J, W. GOTT, 2 &4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.

PRICE THREEPENCE,
THE

SECULAR ALMANACK
FOR 1896.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Among tho Contents aro Notes on the Year, by G. W. Foote;
A Note on tho Calendar, by J. M. Wheeler ; Tho Work of To-Day,
by Charles W atts; God-Making, by G. L. Mackenzie; The
Bishops and their Wealth ; Information Concerning tho National
Secular Society ; Freethought Work and Organisation ; Lecturers;
Etc.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

“THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Monthly, Price Id.

Read

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Fordor.

KA VISITING CARDS FOR NOTHING.—To pui
o u chasers of our beautifully-tinted Note-paper and Envelope
Your name and address artistically printed. Chaste tints and splendi
paper. Send eighteen stamps, with name and address, to the Abbe
.Dress, Nuneaton. Post free. No better bargain possible.

PARTMENTS.—Kitchen and two or threo Rooms to
A Let. Gas, bath, etc.—S., 19 Beecholme-road, Upper Clapton, N.E.

CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

A Life-size Bust Portrait in Oils. In Handsome Gilt Framo.
Suitable for Lecture Room or Hall. Carriago paid £2 2s.
21 Maude-terra'co, Maud-road, Walthamstow.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—to a.m. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m., ys. Patients Visited.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Tee”
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constip ™
tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs &
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worn*5
The Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation. \
Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Adv
for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whoop
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated L«»
Tumours, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2>
Contains Articles on No More Death, Management of Young Children, e
suspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Lrv*
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful s>
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepm”
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay *ejng
Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by
Mercury.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. ~
Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its A . g
Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arse ~
Poisoning, Tonics. Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing PjP5 jj Or
other Articles. Also Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, " e”™ ujnsy»
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or.V influ*
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic
enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc. ,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is- **
Contains Articles on Pure Water. The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; inS
the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding. Felon or Whitlow, ,vil.hifljl
Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and * s nnd
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed LLA~tin”®
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, v
Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc. -

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly hound, price 6s. Od., post.Ir (0

HYGIENIC MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Op«ni
Drug Takers.

RHEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE.

DIET AND DIGESTION. Post free for 7d.

CONSUMPTION : ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d. Or'lef*
All these Books, bound in One Vol., postfree, Gs. 6d. Send Tosta N

THREE PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order tor is-

A BOOK FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is.

All communications to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON, n
4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, London,

Post free for 7d.

. -street,
Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-a

London, EQ.



