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SUNDAY CLOSING.

Christian Reunion is the dream of a few enthusiasts. It

can never be realised except under the arbitrary dominion
the Catholic Church. But there is one form of union

t'diich the Churches will always join in—namely, a union
conspiracy against the liberties of the people.

IVe have lately been trying to show that the Black
Army is a huge body of professional soul-savers, animated
In the mass by ordinary trade-motives; their chief object

eing to secure wealth, privilege, and power for themselves,
qg°w>if our diagnosis be a true one, it is only natural that
nose earth-seeking mystery-mongers should be always
Encroaching on the rights of the community. This has
een their policy in all ages, and it is their policy still,
hey will never forsake it until it forsakes them ; that is,
ney will play the old game for all it is worth, down to the
"e]y last card in their dirty hands.

lhere is one book which is favored by all divisions of

0 Black Army. It is the Bible. A Christian without

3Bible is a fish without water. Accordingly, the Churches

agree to force the Bible into the hands of the children
1?2 °Ur scbools. They arc at loggerheads as to how

O blessed book should be interpreted, for even revelation
e'l'iires to be revealed; but they form a common ring
gainst all outsiders. They unite at the circumference,
QW\ever they are divided within the circle. Churchmen,
ij"ccaformists, and Catholics are at one in opposing
rperty and justice where their privileges are involved.
~ er® are many signs that, in faco of a common danger,
at f are com'ng to a general agreement, in order to secure

east an equality of robbery to all sorts and conditions
clerical exploiters.
fin n°ther matter on which the Churches are coming to
~agreement is the preservation of Sunday as a day for
w MOlls worship, and, if possible, for nothing else. They
N nt the day all to themselves. When they take down
Ofdr shutters they want to do business under a strict law
Gadetection. No one must compete with them. If they
tjj not compel the people to come to the house of God, as
thcTv” in tho g°°d old times, they can at least give them
3 oico of church or nothing.
fs the governing idea of the Temperance Bill which
is,, been formulated by the Church of England, and which
theiatUrally BuPPorted by the Nonconformists, in spite of
Cliff fear an(f hatred of the Establishment. Dr. John
new°rc®* hke a little pope, sends a circular letter to the
U0 baPers, pointing out the merits of this Bill, and calling
% presenters to support it, if only on the ground that
cann Orch party is in power, and that the Drink Traffic
Pric°Tbe tachled without its assistance. The Rev. Hugh
This ™ Wshes takes the same lino in the Methodist Times.
r ntletnan rejoices over the prospect of closing every
fhen h Gnt houso in England on Sunday. The people will
\% - to get their refreshment at Methodist gospel-
Or at similar establishments belonging to other
tto. 477,

Sunday, November 17, 1895.

[Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

Price Twopence.

firms. Methodism will not bag all the customers, but it
will have its share in the scramble. Glorious opportunity !
Yet a bitter taste comes into the mouth of the apostle of
religious privilege. Perhaps the people will not stand the
most drastic legislation! They may develop a will of their
own and Kick their tyrants into limbo. It is necessary, there-
fore, to treat them with some consideration; notonprinciple,
but merely on grounds of prudence. Sunday closing is to
be the law in England, as it is already the law in Scotland,
Ireland, and Wales; but, alas, the Englishman is either
drier, or has a cursed inclination to decide for himself
whether he is thirsty, and a slight allowance must be made
for his unfortunate temper. *“ In view of the fact,” says
the Methodist oracle, “ that England is on this subject more
degraded and servile [poor England !] than any other part
of the United Kingdom, it might be necessary to tolerate
the opening of public-houses, especially in large cities, for
one hour at noon, and for one hour later in the day, where
the inhabitants desired it.”

One hour at noon ! Just in time to give the people a
drink going home from church. How thoughtful! It
reminds us of the old row in Glasgow over the first
proposal to run tram-cars on the Sabbath. The religious
party found it necessary to come to a compromise, and it
was decided that the cars should run in time to take people
to kirk and take them home again.

The one hour later in the day should, of course, be
immediately after evening service. Upon this point we
hardly expect a serious difference of opinion. It is so
eminently just and reasonable. And what is the use of
legislating if you cannot put in a clause for your own con-
venience ?

Perhaps the Church and Chapel men of God will kindly
tell us why public-houses should be closed on Sunday. If
drinking a glass of beer is wrong, it is wrong every day.
It cannot be wrong on one day and right on another.
Let the men of God try to bo logical. We know it will
be a severe strain on their intellects, but they should really
make the attempt. Let them explain why they pitch
upon Sunday as the day for interdicting what they
permit on every other day in the week.

That publicans and their servants require a day of rest
may be perfectly true; but why do the clergy espouse
their grievance, and leave the rest of the overworked
population to find their own remedy ? It may be alleged
that, Sunday being a day of leisure, the people have more
opportunities for drinking, and that the occasion is favorable
for giving them a lesson in sobriety. But this is sheer
nonsense. Sunday drinking is not exceptionally heavy in
England. The leisure which gives a chance of exercise
and fresh air docs not minister to intomperance; on the
contrary, it produces a natural flow of good spirits, which
does away with the craving for stimulants.

The men of God do not really care for sobriety. That
is only their pretence. They have no wish to lift the
people out of the slough of a dull and deadly Sunday, such
as is now the opprobrium of our towns and cities. They
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clamor for the closing of public-houses, but they also oppose
the opening of public museums, libraries, and art galleries.
In this respect the Wesleyan Conference is at one with the
Convocation of Canterbury. And this fact is absolutely
decisive. It demonstrates the purely professional motives
of these clerical reformers. Whether the indulgence be
moral or immoral, elevating or degrading, they are equally
opposed to it as trenching on their privileges. We tell
them plainly, and without the slightest hesitation, that
they are wretched and miserable hypocrites. They are
fighting for religion under the mask of morality. They
are animated by motives which they dare not confess.
Their sole desire in this matter is to enforce the old
order to “remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”
God never said that. The priests said it for him. And
they say it still, and for the very same reason.
G. W. FOOTE.

FOLK-LORE RESEARCHES.-I1.*

T he importance of the serious study of folk-lore—i.e., the
traditional tales, games, sayings, customs, and superstitions
of the peasantry—as an item of historical, pre-historical,
and anthropological research, has only been discerned since
the labors of the brothers Grimm in the early part of this
century. The Folk-Lore Society, which has spread its
name and its methods through Europe and America, itself
only dates from 1878, when, thanks to the labors of Darwin,
Tylor, Spencer, Huxley and others, the evolutionary
methods of study had made their way to the front. Dr.
Tylor, in particular, had shown the importance of collecting
and comparing tho survivals of archaic beliefs, customs,
and traditions found among savages and the less advanced
of civilised peoples. The work of collection is going on,
though, perhaps, not as rapidly a3 might be desired, in view
of the extension of civilisation, fast obliterating its own
earlier stages. The task of interpretation needs a more
thorough outfit. There have long been recorders of customs,
tales, and traditions ; but the person who shows their place
in the evolution of human culturo is moro than a collector
of relics of the unrecorded past. He is a scientist, dealing
with one of the most intricate branches of anthropology,
and needs asound training in psychology and in archaeology;
familiarity with the workings of the human mind as well
as with the records of the past.

What, then, are the results of folk-lore scientific research 1
They are nowhere more fully or more modestly set forth
than in Mr. Hartland’'s volumes. Briefly, the study of
folk-tales, customs, and traditional beliefs entirely confirms
the evidence from other departments of anthropology, that
man, instead of being the degenerate descendant of
ancestors created perfect, has developed from a condition
of utter savagery, in which imagination has a strong and
reason a minor place, and all objects animato and even
inanimate are endowed with life and personality. Early
man is infantile in faith, and finds nothing incredible in
children born without fathers, or men ascending into the
sky, or being transformed into other modes of life. The
very beginnings of human science and philosophy are
magical omens and spells. As Mr. llartland observes, no
substantial distinction is drawn between the physical and
the spiritual:—

“ The abstract entity we call a soul has no existence
for them : it is a philosophical speculation, whereof
they have no conception. The soul, to them, is but
another body which quits at times in life this visible
frame, as a man quits his dwelling, on errands of busi-
ness or pleasure, and forsakes it finally at death, as a
corpse is carried out of doors. It is but a fragment of
the man. It may take a fresh form, become a new
whole, new but the same; for it will differ only in
form, if indeed it will differ so much as in form. And
the conception of divinity current in the lower culture
corresponds with that of the soul. The god is precisely
‘a magnified, non-natural man, though not always in

* Tho Grimm Library, vols. ii. and iii.,, The Leyenrl of Perseus.
I.—The Supernatural Birth. 11.—Tho Lifo Token'. By E. Sydney
Hartland, F.S.A. (London : David Nutt, Strand.) 1895.
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human shape, corporeal and subject to all corporeal
wants and infirmities, but endowed with potencies and
privileges far beyond those of ordinary men : potencies
and privileges, however, the like of which are attained
sometimes with much fasting and striving and patience
by the greatest shamans. This corporeal nature of the
god enables man to enter into communion with him, to
put and keep himself in touch with him, to become
united with him.”

Such methods of communion are those used to cement
the tie of kindred, such as eating together, and especially
blood covenanting, a portion being offered to the common
gods or ancestors. Sacrifices are thus essentially sacra-
mental.

The whole circle of human ideas is influenced by social
conditions. What, then, does folk-lore tell us as to the
social conditions of yore 1 It reveals an age when the
family is the unit. Early man can no moro bo understood
apart from his brotherhood than can a foxhound apart
from his pack. The Bible takes us back to a time of
joint tribal responsibility, and of the institution of a goel, or
blood avenger, as a means of maintaining the family; and
folk-lore takes us still further. Mr. llartland holds that
the South Australian savage, who looks on the universe as
the Great Tribe to one of which divisions he himself
belongs, is only in a stage through which there is reason to
believe every other people in tho world has passed or s
passing; so many and so widely scattered are its traces,
and so deeply impressed are they upon human institutions
and beliefs. Funeral and marriage rites alike display the
importance of union with the clan, the latter showing
forms of sacramental admission, similar to those of blood
covenanting, often with an acknowledgment of the righ
of the whole kin over the bride, and sometimes wit
indications of her capture. i

From an examination of bridal customs, Mr. Hartlan
concludes that the ancestors of tho European nations m"
have passed through a stage of society wherein grelll
marriage was the rule. This was the conclusion drawn by
Mr. Lewis Il. Morgan from his investigations of system
of kinship among savage tribes.* When purchase replace
capture, the help of clansmen was equally called in. &
the community thus established was quite distinct fro
absolute promiscuity,! and would be modified by indivia'l”
appropriation. The proofs of the early solidarity of
family group, as afterwards of the village communi y>
cannot fail to modify the conclusions of modern sociologi >
and deserve study alike by Socialists and Individualists-

Mr. llartland writes as the mere recorder of facts H
trative of human evolution, and holds no brief for any s] '
But facts are bound to have their weight, and | c°" jr
that to me the importance of folk-lore researches is tb
bearings upon religion and sociology. Apart, howc
from any such conclusions, tho work of Mr. Hartlan
crowded with interesting illustrations of early tboug
custom, and superstition. If its circulation is connll
surato with its merits, tho author should be well ree
pensed for the pains he has taken.

J. M. W heeler-

THE FALLACY OF ALLEGED CHRISTIAN
EVIDENCES.

That a radical change has taken place within the }nsf n
years in the method of defending Christianity is, no 0
obvious to most observers of Christian propaganda.
may, therefore, be interesting to ascertain if the new
that has been adopted is of greater evidential yalu® .J
was the old. We think it is not, inasmuch as it ]S, ' of
L ST derv
upon assumption; and, further, it is in itself an cn =
to achieve what is extremely improbable. 11 .,,ju=
method, like the old, assumes that Christianity c° ps
nothing but undoubted truths, and that it is uniqu® » ¢jie
origin, nature, and influence, which certainly is 1L
case. Oyc ™
What are Christian evidences

intended to

) first
Anae.nt Society. This conclusion 1 supporteé'io 'QV
edition of my Footsteps 0f the. Fast, published ten yCl,r~- p00f

t In the instructive story of Talnar (Gonesi§ XXXViii-IMtrin
sho only became as a K(idesha to make Judah perfora
duty.
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Principally that Christianity is a Divine system, and that
Its teachings are unique and superior to all others as a
~generating force. Now, if by the term “divine” is
j"eant a supernatural power, we allege that no one has any
Knowledge of what such a power really is; hence we fail
to see that there can be any evidence to prove its connec-
tion with mundane affairs. Moreover, as we are not aware
of any nation or community where the “unique” teachings
°f Christianity are in operation, no opportunity is afforded
~hereby we can fairly test their regenerating value.
Certain it is that what are called Christian truths are not
self-evident, for if they were there would be no necessity to
jdtempt to prove their veracity. Besides, the very fact
hat so many divergent opinions exist as to the nature of
hese™ assumed Christian truths shows that their true
gleaning is not manifest and uniform. Throughout the
Christian era there have always existed different views as
0 what Christianity really means; and the same dis-
agreement is prevalent at the present time. Of course,
his obscure and contradictory phase of New Testament
cachings may not affect their utility so far as they can be
blade useful; but it renders the consistent defence of any
n®particular view exceedingly difficult,
rii former times either miracles, prophecies, Bible in-
itiation, or the divinity of Christ was deemed sufficient to
Prove the orthodox claims for Christianity. But Free-
ihought criticism has demonstrated the fallacy of this
"°tion, for either or all of the above “ evidences” may be
Reeded, and then the contention that the teachings of
rishare compatible with a progressive state of society
Quid not be established. It is not now contended that
o,e. belief in miracles and prophecies is confined to
N ristianity. As to miracles, the Bible frequently asserts
, at they were the result of human agencies. As thought
VCGax@®more advanced the old theory of Bible inspiration
a s given up, while even many Christians no longer
div'- for the original theological conception of the
(inw t °f Christ. Thus new ground had to be selected,
r'f1 8MPARG the iidtest Hfterments of the mew depaftere is
8/ . burnished by Dr. Alexander Stewart, “ Professor of
bis «S ati® Theology in the University of Aberdeen.” In
film handbook of Christian Evidences,” after dealing with
“tn! otber lines of defence, he comes to what ho terms
""hM CUmukative effect of the Christian evidences,”
°f n re says, “ may be taken as ono of the chief grounds
dl. 1? .[.Christianity’'s] acceptance by men of ordinary
foiylclties, opportunities, and education.” He gives the
fO °WIng “ points,” which he considers “ contribute to the
Parat °n of such a cumulative argument: (1) The pre-
at 1, lotl_for Christ in Israel. (2) The appearance of Christ
3) rime when Messianic expectation was at its height,
civil, = religion of Christ is co-extcnsivo with the
U .fArion of the world. (4) The unity of plan and spirit
Scrint® ~°°ks of the Bible. (5) The confirmation of
1.0r j, "be by memorial ordinances and institutions, as the
C~/id.riuppor and the Church itself. (6) The evidence of
iiw' bmity, with which all others will stand or fall, is the
All on*Ql1 PrO(iuced by the personality of Jesus Christ,
riem lers must bo regarded as subsidiary and supplc-
» to this.”
further noticing these five “ points,” let us
mPort f°lno °f the reasons that the Professor offers in
pbviQ °fthe “ cumulative argument.” He says: “Much
their re]T depends on the date of the Gospel narratives and

of tjja Jftion to each other;as well as to the other writings
evi iNew Testament; and all this is prgoper matter..of
€. Then there is the great subject of prophecy, the

of °nco prediction with event.” We grant that

Verier, , B value of what is put forth as Christian
ikid the;? ( ePeuds upon “ the dato of the Gospel narratives
mo def/belatiori to each other.” And itis just herowhere
i~actj.,? °f the evidences is manifest. Who can tell the
righer "\J1a1 Ike Gospel narratives were written 1 The
.unounj?ricism of recent years has shown the uncertainty
i 'o wrot** event. Even the pious Hartwell llornc,
riticin, p°® somo yoars ago in favour of Christianity,
.?.the p(L ,le diversity of opinion among eminent critics as
i oo, fird when the Gospels first appeared, says: “ In
tl 1bs bv °l),nions it is difficult to decide. The accounts
S tittles y° Occlosiastical writers of antiquity concerning

SfVagUe Whetl 1'10 ®0spRIs Were WFitieR oF puslished «ne
confused and discordant that they lead us to no

Stsor certain determination, The same uncertainty
® to the dato of fixiu the canon of the New
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Testament, for, according to Dr. Samuel Davidson, one of
the most eminent Biblical scholars the Christians have at
the present day, it is clear that no fixed canon of the
Gospels existed before the latter half of the second century
(“ The Canon of the Bible,” pp. 114 and 144). He also
admits that “ it cannot be said that the canon was fixed
in the second century, but merely the incipient efforts to
bring it about” (ibid, p. 144).

Now, we submit that this Christian testimony shows that
we have no trustworthy evidence as to the period when the
Gospels were written and received as canonical. Supposing,
therefore, that Christ really said and did what is ascribed
to him, it is, to say the least, most improbable that we
have a faithful account thereof. And evidently Dr.
Davidson’s statements support this view, for he writes that
“legend and myth speedily surrounded” the person of
Jesus. And he adds : “ That the life of the great Founder
should be overlaid with extraneous materials is special
matter for regret. However conscientious and truthdoving
they may have been, the reporters were unequal to their
work. It is also remarkable that so many of them should
be unknown; productions being attached to names of
repute to give them greater currency” (ibid, pp. 109-10).
Thus, as Dean Alford affirms: “ These Gospels, so im-
portant to the Church, have not come to us in one
undisputed form. We have no authorised copy of them in
their original language, so that we may know in what
precise words they were originally written” (“ How to
Study tho New Testament,” p. 18).

In reference to the alleged relation of the Gospel
narratives to each other, surely Professor Stewart has
overlooked, not only the many contradictions existing in
the Synoptics, but—what is far more damaging to his theory
— the pronounced difference in tone and character between
the Gospel ascribed to John and those bearing the names of
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. We say “ ascribed ” advisedly,
because Dr. Davidson distinctly observes : “ The Johannine
authorship [of the fourth Gospel] has receded before the
tide of modern criticism ; and, though this tide is arbitrary
at times, it is here irresistible ” (“ Canon of Bible,” p. 127).
Mackay, in his “ Rise and Progress of Christianity ” (p.
184), says : “ Many critics, Baur especially, have shown at
length the impossibility of considering the fourth Gospel
historical, or as anything but the Christianised logos theory
in narrative form.” The omissions in this Gospel are also
remarkable. For instance, some of the principal incidents
regarding the life of Jesus as recorded in the first three
Gospels are absent in the fourth. Here we have no
genealogy, no record of infancy, no sojourn in Galilee, no
temptation, no transfiguration, no Jewish Passover, no
agony in the garden, no cry of anguish from the Cross, no
development of Messianic doctrine, no second advent, and
no earthly kingdom. As Greg remarks, “ the whole tone of
the delineations, the tenor of the discourses, and the
general course of the narrative are utterly different from
thoso contained in the synoptical Gospels.” From these
facts it will be seen that the “ relation” between the
Gospels is not of a very near character.

Charles W atts.

(To be continued.)

JOHN THE BAPTIST.

In the third gospel John the Baptist and Jesus are
represented as cousins, their mothers being kinswomen
(Luke i. 3G). The character of their respective sons, and
tho work devolving upon each, appear in the same gospel
to have been well known and the subject of conversation
among them. Matthew iii. 14, in like manner, makes the
divinity of Jesus known to John before the baptism ; it is
precisely this knowledge which makes him hesitate to
perform tho rite, saying : “ | have need to be baptised of
thee.”

It is a very difficult matter, however, to reconcile this
synoptic view of the relationship of the two men with the
language attributed to tho Baptist in John i. 29-34, where
he expressly declares (1) that before tho baptism he knew
him not; (2) that his purpose in baptising was that the
Messiah should be revealed; and (3) that the pre-arranged
sign by which ho should know him was, that he should see
the spirit descending and abiding upon him.
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To avoid the contradiction between the two accounts, it
has been suggested that John means, not that he did not
know Jesus, but that he did not know him to be the
Messiah; which is still in contradiction to Matthew iii. 14.
Moreover, if this be the meaning, it follows (1) that,
although both Mary and Elizabeth knew the facts, they
had never revealed them to their sons, but had kept the
miraculous incidents preceding and attending their birth a
profound secret for thirty years; or (2) that, if John had
heard the stories, he did not believe them. The upholders
of the traditional belief may be left to choose that horn of
the dilemma which they may prefer. The former sup-
position is seemingly inconceivable, and the latter is fatal
to the credit of the miracles involved.

It follows that we have no historical grounds for
believing that John was only six months older than Jesus,
or that there was any kindred betweon the two families, or
an intimacy between the two mothers. It is even a
matter of doubt whether the Baptist ever at any time
acknowledged the Messiahship of Jesus. Our narratives of
the baptism are unhistorical (see baptism). John, confined
in the prison from which he never came forth alive, sent
messengers to inquire whether Jesus was the Messiah
(Matthew xi. 2-6; Luke vii. 19-23); but there is no
evidence that he was convinced by the reply, which, if the
events at Caesarea Philippi are to be credited (see Caesarea
Philippi), can hardly be authentic in its present form.
May it not be assumed that John, had he been convinced,
would have instructed his disciples henceforth to follow
Jesus 1 But in Acts xix. 2-4 we have clear indications
that he did not do so, and that he never told them that he
who was to baptise with the Holy Ghost had actually
come:—

“ And he said unto them, Did ye receive the Holy Ghost
when ye believed 1 And they said unto him, Nay, we did
not so much as hear whether the Holy Ghost was given.
And he said, Into what were ye baptised 1 And they said,
Into John’s baptism. And Paul said, John baptised with
the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that
they should believe on him which should come after him—
that is, on Jesus.”

It is to be noted that the words, “ that is, on Jesus,” are
Paul's, not John’s. If John had told his disciples to
believe on Jesus, would not Paul have quoted his words to
that effect, instead of resting the whole case on a question-
able interpretation of his own ?

The supposition is favored by Scripture (Matthew xix. 14;
Mark ii. 18; Luke xi. 1; John iii. 25-30), and, indeed, is
generally allowed, that John did not turn his followers
over to Jesus, but that they continued to exist as a separate
body till long after the spread of Christianity. John’s
failure to instruct his disciples concerning Jesus may,
indeed, be accounted for on the supposition that ho was
dead when the messengers returned; but ho cannot then
be cited as a witness to the Messiahship of Jesus.

A sect still exists in Persia, in the country around
Bassorah, sometimes known as the “ Christians of St.
John,” professing to bo the Baptist's disciples. Doctrin-
ally they may have little in common with John, yet we
cannot bat note the fact that they respect Jesus as an
impostor.

It may be regarded as certain that the tyranny of the
Roman oppression led to fresh hopes, as the oppression of
Antiochus Epiphanes had done before (see Daniel), that
the time must be near when God would deliver his people.
This, and not divine inspiration, was the source of the
Baptist's idea.

John was executed by Herod, according to Matthew
xiv. 1-12 and Mark vi. 17-29, for rebuking sin in high
places ; but there is little doubt that ho was moved to the
deed in part by his fear of a political uprising in which
John s Messianic doctrine seemed likely to culminate.
Many years after, the knowledge on the part of Christian
believers that their master was among tho number of
those whom John had baptised made it necessary to repre-
sent John as admitting his own inferiority to Jesus; and,
this ground-work being obtained, the existing narratives
were readily developed with tho gradual formation of
Christian theology. C. L. Abbott.

— Independent Pulpit.

God proposes, but man disposes.—Benjamin Constant.
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ATHEISM NOT AGNOSTICISM.

Mr. Otto W ettstein IS a German American Atheist, who
scorns the name of Agnostic, and desires to put Atheism on
a demonstrable basis. This is how he sets about it in the
pages of the Twentieth Century:—

“In law and equity the affirmative is obliged to prove
its case. If, then, a proposition is self-evidently absurd,
unnatural, and absolutely impossible, why concede to those
affirming, without a shadow of proof, that their belief 10
equally rational with our unbelief, that lit may be so, ‘I
don’t know,’ etc.

“ There is a universe that oxcludes anything else of likO
character— two infinites being an absurdity.

“ The universe (nature) is here and there and every-
where. This proves that God cannot be here and there
and everywhere.

“ Two bodies cannot occupy the same space at the same
time. Matter (implying energy and force) monopolising
every point of space, nothing else can occupy it in
addition.

“ The universe exists now. Something cannot come
from nothing, therefore the universe has always existed.

“ Being eternal and infinite, this excludes anything
anterior, exterior, or superior to it.

“Is God in the universe, or the universe in God 1 *
there is a God, either of these propositions must be true,
yet both are glaringly absurd.

“ Can an engineer drive a locomotive and be a locomo-
tive at the same time I If not, how can a God manipukJO
an infinite universe and bo infinite * Himself '?

“ Yet the universe, outside of a God, is an absolute rea’
ity, as much so as a locomotive is a reality outside of
engineer. The world is a reality, our planets, the sun, &
the countless millions of stars within reach of our telescop(8
and the infinitude of stars and systems beyond the reach O
our strongest lenses, which science infers to exist—all thO
are a reality, and all these, yes, overy object of knowledg
is a reality, and all those are not God! How, then, in 1
name of reason, | ask, can a God, of whom wo knO®
absolutely nothing, be infinite, when an infinite number
material objects— not God—fill all spaco 1 t

“But does tho universe exist in Godl If we O
imagine for a moment tho aspect of tho univorso
resemble a hugo machine of infinito proportions, eterna /
active in all its vast proportions, tho idea of the n,llvCn(]
existing within a God will appear equally childish <

S'm%ﬁ phenomena are the results of energy co-existefh ad
inseparable from matter. All cosmic motion, change vy
life may bo traced to this physical and chemical QUOv
pervading all nature—never to a God. lies
“ Mind—tho so-called infinito as well as finite—i®P*
limit, localisation, conditions, etc. This fact tentspis
prove that while God, perchance, might concentrat0 r
mind on tho world or some particular sect or indivR y§
considering their exhortations, the rest of the
and the universe for tho timo being would be GodI0SS(jt;3
“ From a late scientific authority | quoto in proof :~
impossible for a person’s mind to be in two places ol { g
same time.” Noted chess-players may play twenty
simultaneously, but it is done by speedy transfer of th°'»
from one gamo to another, and not by considering
moves at once.
“ Thus ‘ Omniscience ' is impossible. n;jtfi
“ Again ! Mind implies limit and necessitates or£‘-ae »
brain, nervous force, etc. This, again, makes imp0®
God. Let the Church demonstrate how a God with0“
can le a God and all it implies, or how a God withf ;
be infinite, and | will kneel down and worship with

MNi

fjfl *
From the sixth to the tenth century there were fJ
Europe more than three or four men who dared w y thQt

themselves; and even then they were obliged to  ftioi0®
meaning in obscure and mystical language. The ~ P
part of society was during those four centuries ce>

most degrading ignorance. Under these circuits ~ will]]
few who were able to read confined their studio

which encouraged and strengthened their super®. t® e
as the legends of the saints and tho homilies ot j”~pu0
From these sources they drew those lying nil jjyc

fables of which tho theology of the timo is prmc V
posed.—I1I. T. Buckle.
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A SERMON. -

( Concludedfrom page 70S.)

| Have been told—but | don’t vouch for its truth— that,
n you feed a young puppy with whiskey till you get him
tfrunk, it will stop its growth, and he will always remain a
P«Ppy. That is exactly the way revelation acts upon
these gospel babes. Once get them fuddled upon one of
these pretended revelations, and they never make aby
tuore progress, but remain intellectual dwarfs, as long as
they live, unless by some fortunate chance they happen to
juoet with the scientific antidote to the religious microbe
but even then they will carry the effects of the disease to
‘he end of their lives. Millions of these besotted babes,
these undeveloped men and women, are sorrowfully wear-
*ng out their lives trying to save their imaginary souls by
bowing down to an entirely imaginary God, while they
etally neglect the real good and true things that pertain
? Neir genuine and temporal salvation. So besotted are
hey that they consider themselves superior to the wise and
Prudent, and look down with scorn upon those who refuse
Oswallow the poisonous dose that they call revelation,
unfi who offer to them relief from tho disease that
upgrades them. They are like the drugged puppies with
lf‘leir eyes still shut and afraid to open them to the light
0 day, for fear that something awful and entirely
hiaginary should happen to disturb the dreams that they
y to persuade themselves are essential to their happiness.
As has been said, the pretenders to revelation and con-
th Ors.of regions have been numbered by thousands, and
e religious history of the world is but the long record of
TI? ~rhggles of these conflicting religions for supremacy.
6wise and prudent have always been in the minority in
, communities™ and, therefore, all these systems have
, en udapted to the capacity of tho babes, such being the
~Neat majority and the easiest to be fooled. A few of
, S religions have survived ; and the wrecks of those that
k 'e gone down in the struggle and disappeared strew tho
Dy om of the ocean of time
W manjrnd had been all of one race, but one would
ar68Urvved, and the degradation of all would have been
ml u) e*e and hopeless. Superstition enforced by priestly
~ e weuld dominate all classes, and the wise and prudent
bat inty wo'dd be crushed out by fire and sword. Fortu
ely. tho different characters of the different races and
reli = 3 of the world inclined each one to adopt a different
fe ,8lon from the others—one more in harmony with the
pea’n8 and character of the people. Thus, among the
str® i anc*moral people of Eastern Asia, Buddhism most
OQo”y appealed to their sense of right and justice; and
Sa ears of Christian mission work have made no impres-
this peaceful, moral, and tolerant form of faith.
ag,r \'a other hand, the Aryan race, the most arrogant,
thg (wSlVe>and intolerant of all races of mankind, found in
God cistian religion and in tho character of the Christian
p°siti O reflex of their own cruel and bloodthirsty dis-
ioiuir ns’ anc™ so ~is worst of all religions became tho
¢ Dta'A on®.of Europe and America,
that n tacre is one trait in the character of the Aryan
loT 7ar  re(leem him from his faults. That is his
€8s i, -IIberty and ambition to investigate whatever he
knirj ROIng on about him, to find out its causes and results,
S ti.us Put himself in the ranks of the wise and prudent;
Offthe dh whon ho reaches that desirable position, ho shakes
bse fQ Saackles of superstition, and the priest has no further
AYjAbI®> or he for the priests.
0 Aryail race rests tho hope of tho world for
Slv PI'O'} from babyjgp. Babes are all right, and every
~eit plie has @ heart loves them; we cherish them for
"btoe,*0 ancy of development into reasonable men and
tebiain 1, iut world has no use for those who always
Nligior. abea'n intellect, and go through life taking their
npo» ,»«/with.« » »Vb thoysbt as an
of tu ar7 domestic animal. The time is coming for the rule
°h Rise A prudent, and believers in revelation will bo

'Par with believers in Santa Claus.

N J. T. Richardson.

4"Pendent Pulpit.

Thne (ji
a'vaylajcb *s.at rest only when she has everything her
#Ailitv tS , e>without let or hindrance, to trouble tho
y 01 others.— Voltaire.
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A GODLY MYSTERY.

“ And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh.”—1 Timothy iii. 16.

“Great God, on what a slender thread You've hung
eternal things,” sung the pious and ever-lamented Dr. Isaac
Watts. In this verse the Deity of Jesus Christ is hung on
so slender a thread that we must handle the subject
delicately, lest it snap, and the Godhead of our blessed
Lord and Savior dissolve into thin air. The momentous
question is, }Vho was manifest in the flesh ? Our Authorised
Version says God. But our Revised Version says: “ The
word God, in place of He who, rests on no sufficient ancient
evidence. Some ancient authorities read which.” 13 the
Greek o, os, or Otos1 Learned critics have demonstrated
how easily o, delicately handled, might develop into os,
or os degenerate into o. The Codex Sinaiticus reads
clearly os—who. So does the Ephrem MS. The Alex-
andrian probably has the same, though some say they see,
or fancy they see, a stroke over the os, which delicate
handling would convert it into Theos, and give us “ God,”
instead of “ godliness manifest in the flesh.” The Vatican
manuscript is mutilated at this passage. Some swear it
should read os, others Theos. Whether these things
occurred by accident or design is a delicate question we
need not enter upon; but students of theology are usually
trained to look for design in godly matters. The Rev. T. S.
Green allows that Chrysostom’s citation of this passage,
1 Timothy iii. 16, has been tampered with. When it only
needed a delicate stroke to introduce a Deity, a scribe’s
self-restraint must have been sorely tempted. Great with-
out controversy is the mystery of godliness, and nothing
godly is without controversy except its great mystery.
The reader who spends his days and nights in seeing all
that can be said for o, os, or deos, will probably conclude,
as | have begun, by using the words of the inspired Watts,
“ Great God, on what a slender thread You’'ve hung eternal
things.”

Lucianus.

TWO EPITAPHS.

Price Huches (prospective).

Here lies Hugh Price Hughes, who did earnestly try
To write what he thought wouldn't pass for a lie ;
His candor was such that, when truth wouldn’t do,
He wrote what he really thought ought to be true.

Huxley.

In spite of spooks from Palestine,
Who books inspired as well as swine,

And left them “ all at sea,”
He worked till death, from days of youth,
At searching for, and finding, truth,

His motive, aim, and fee ;
He worked as only good men do,
He worked for Truth because 'twas true !

0 well for you and me.

G. L. Mackenzie.

God Visiting Bradford-on-Avon.

Mr. Goulter Wood writes as follows of an incident which
occurred at Bradford-on-Avon, near Bath, in 1805. The
bishop visited the town, and the parish clerk said : LlLet us
zing to the praaze an’ glawry o God dree vusses o' the
hundurd an’ vourteenth Zaam, a varsion specully 'dapted to
the 'casion by myself

Why hop yo zo, yo little, little hills ?
An’ what var de e skip ?

Is it a 'cos yu’'m proud to see
His grace, tho Lard Bishtp ?

Why skip yo zo, yo little, little hills ?
An’ whar var de 'e hop ?

Is it a 'cos to preach to wo
Is corn'd tho Lard Bishop ?

Yeso ; ho is corn'd to preach to we,
Then let us aal strik’ up,

An’ zing a glawrious zong 0’ praayze,
An’ bless tho Lard Bishup.”
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A Pious Villain.

When pious villains are gibbeted in our pages, Christians
are apt to exclaim, “ Oh, that is only in the Freethinker.”
We, therefore, reprint the following article from the Daily
Telegraph of October 30 :(—

“ A really remarkable story of religious professions used
as a cloak for crime has been revealed in the trial of a man
named Hart, who has just been sentenced to five years’ penal
servitude for defrauding customers to his Birmingham pawn-
shop. Mr. Hart for some years has led what is generally
called a ‘double life’; he ‘ boasted two soul-sides,’ a feat
described by Browning to be more common than is generally
supposed. One of his characters was that of churchwarden
of St. Mark’s Church, a pious Churchman of extremely
charitable proclivities, with a penchant for reading the
lessons when allowed to do so. On the other side of his
nature he was a thief and a swindler, if nothing worse.
Being agent for a burglary insurance company, Hart
naturally insured his own shop, and it was a somewhat
curious coincidence that on three separate occasions robbers
should have broken into his place of business, thereby
enabling him to put in as many claims for compensation.
His business flourished, and he moved from Birmingham to
Olton, where he soon established a reputation for upright-
ness and philanthropy. Had the vicar only permitted him
t>read the lessons there, he was prepared to make a present
t >the whole congregation of new prayer and hymn-books ;
out, as the vicar declined the pious transaction, the gift was
never made. Last year his wife was discovered shot through
tne head ; it was supposed that she had been cleaning a
gun, as a duster was in her hand, and that she did not know
that the weapon'was loaded a verdictof ‘ accidental death’
was therefore recorded. Only Hart and one young child
mnere in the house at the time of the death. It is said that
for many years the Birmingham police knew Hart to be a
dangerous thief, but had no definite legal proof against him.
Various complaints, however, were made of swindles perpe-
trated by this upright Christian in the course of his pawn-
broking business, one of his tricks being the substitution of
paste for real diamonds in articles of jewelry pledged with
him. A gold eighteen-carat chain, worth a large sum, was
mysteriously transformed, whilst in his keeping, into a
hollow nine-carat worth only a pound or two. lie preferred,
if he could, to swindle women who were unaccustomed to
pawnbrokers’ shops. One widow forgot to take her pawn-
ticket away after depositing a gold watch ; Hart accordingly
stole the ticket, and appropriated the watch, pretending
that it had been handed to a stranger who had presented
the ticket. He frightened another poor widow, who pawned
a sewing machine, by enlarging on the awful legal conse-
quences of some technical slip sne had made, so that she fled
from his shop, leaving the machine behind. He promptly
took it to a sale-room and disposed of it. He is said to have
been engaged to a young woman of considerable possessions,
to whom he gave a valuable engagement ring which he had
stolen. This plausible scamp was on his way to church when
arrested, and ha had the impudence to threaten the police
with an action for unlawful arrest. The learned Recorder
seemed staggered at the prisoner’'s cool effrontery, and
remarked that in his judicial experience he had never met
with a similar case. Fortunately for society, there are not
many persons capable of the hypocrisy and cunning which
this man exhibited; and upon the whole it is as well that
his term of office as churchwarden should have ended, and
that his tenancy of a convict’s cell should have begun.”

Bible Morals.

But, although the wilful homicide of a Hebrew was
Eunished with death, the beating to death of a slave is to
¢ punished only if the slave die under the master’'s hand
(Exodus xxi.) ; a circumstance in which the Hebrew law
compares very favorably with the Egyptian regulation.
The barbarous lex talionis is fully enforced, and the regula-
tions as to compensation for injuries sustained by the
“ pushing” of oxen remind us more of the ingenuity of a
Kaffir chief than of adivine law-giver. The killing of the
thief caught in the act is an ordinary regulation of primitive
societies, and the making of restitution shows that the
immorality of the act was not considered, but only the loss
which it occasioned. Death was, as we should expect,
inflicted for adultery ; but the lying with a woman who was
not the property of another, either as wife or betrothed, has
the same want of immorality as among the peoples of
anlti?_u_ity ér(; general.—C. IS Wake, “ Evolution of Morality
vol. li-i P- 60.

An event cannot be at once historical and supernatural,
for history is only possible on the presupposition of the
absolute continuity and homogeneity of experience; and
that presupposition is uprooted and annihilated by the pre-

supposition of revelatlon —A. Macan, “ Uibbert Essay on the
Resurrection,'1p. 116
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ACID DROPS.

Bulgaria is a Christian country, and we are not sur-
prised that murder and piety go very well there together-
After the brutal assassination of the country’s foremost, i*
not its only statesman, the nation is in a state of intense
agitation over the religion of a baby lying in his cradle.
He doesn’t know anything about it, but that doesn’t matter ,
for, if his religion is to be decided for him, the same is done
for most of the babies on this planet. Prince Boris would be
baptised as a Catholic in the ordinary course of things ; but
the Russian party, which is now the dominant one 1M
Bulgaria, clamors for his baptism in the Greek Churcli.
Could there be a more striking illustration of the truth that
religion always follows the line of temporal power 1 Instead
of moulding empires, it is moulded by them, though it takes
credit for the whole performance afterwards.

What a change has taken place since the poor fh'st
Salvation Army began its operations in Jerusalem, under
the command of General Peter, the rocky gentleman on
whom Jesus Christ promised to build his Church. yD
Church of Christis now in a close confederacy with wealtn
and power. Its only care for the multitude is to bambooz
them. New countries, like America, are just as bad as ol
countries, like England, in this respect. Just look at tn
reports of the marriage of the Duke of Marlborough (raniy
and Miss Vanderbilt (money). St. Thomas's Church, J,
Upper Fifth Avenue, New York, was lavishly decorate
throughout with the costliest flowers, and the sacred edm

filled by nearly two thousand of the snobocracy of t1
city. Gold and jewels gleamed and flashed everywher m
We read that the bride had a two-hundred-pound han
kerchief to wipe her nose with, or to sop up her perfuncto j
tears; and that her wedding presents are worth hundre »
of thousands of dollars. It actually took two bishops and
rector to marry this portentous couple. And while t
ceremony was being performed myriads of poor wretches
New York, male and female, were slaving to earn a pa* |
pittance, which can hardly be said to keep them alive, o ,
just to keep them out of the grave. Hurrah for Englisha g
American civilisation! Three cheers for the blessedinfine
of Christianity !

Special funds are being raised this year for missions to thg
heathen. At the same time we note the statementin vy
Methodist Times that there are 343,000 people in Glass
without any church connection.

" &

The Rev. Stewart Headlam says he lias no power ng3
citizen to say what sort of sermons the Rev. Price Hug
should preach, and he wants to know what power ¢
Hughes should have to determine what kind of P
dance he should go to see. Mr. Hughes replies that b? ,«e
interferes in the interest of morality. But there is onG “[\l
part of morality that Mr. Hughes seems to care ,°j-ljouS
itis the very part whith decent people treat with judijo
reticence. Swift's definition of “ nice people” was P
with nasty ideas.”

The West-end gentleman who cures fat people cont' 1L ~
his expensive agvertﬁ,emen*ts in Christian HGFHH&
big ono appeared last week in a Christian journal WAl™~
very strong on “temperance” and “ purity.” bo a out

TTSJU. - ror vie?
fi.nr, vant tfl at gluttogpfdf] aaH\g)l’Bgstx

uua'u utm am g, KjKiXkig iuuuuou.iv oumou

The drinker stimulates his brain, the glutton loa®? 8||
stomach; the ono may be a madman, but the other
idiot.

E. J. Smith and Co., the publishers of A Business N [t
which gives a page with church lessons on Sunday, nyntH

a very pious firm. When an order was given them ti  J&
Leek Publishing Co., a reply was received: “We , ANitb
recognise you as in the trade. Want nothing to #0

Freethinkers or Socialists.” The business firms '~ H
desirous of thus restricting their custom must oe

number, and deserve to have their wishes advertise b

i

The American papers report an outbreak of rel'S*™ JoVV

old undiluted strength at Texacapa, in Mexico. dec}<

judge ordered ten heretics to bo burnt alive. H1?to hiB*n
this was carrying out the will of God as revealed £ tofj

a vision. When the news reached Mollango, the Ql)roCeed?e
in the district, the mayor, with an armed escort, I jO t
to the scene of the outrage, and found tho Pe°P cf *

public square dancing like maniacs round the ru
jails in honor of tho Virgin Mary.

It appears that tho auto da f6 took place on th® °0f %
of the quinquennial celebration of the Coronati evO'e]
Lady of Guadaloupe, a festival which al'v;l> \\xAffd
religious fervor in Mexico. The judge quite coOObeyO"
his conduct on the ground that he had simply °
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Divine command. In a vision a saint had told him what to
do, and God had wrought miracles to confirm the instruc-
tions. He had ordered the constables what to do with the
'sinners,” who were dragged from their beds and conveyed
t° jail, which was then set on fire. The “ heretics,” he said,

were filled with fear, and shouted for mercy ; but heaven’s
will had to be done, and they were consumed to bones, and
the vengeance of heaven was averted from our community.”

This Lady of Guadaloupe is a perfect vampire to Mexico.
An immense proportion of its wealth flows to her shrine,
which is furnished with a solid silver railing weighing sixty
tons.

A few years ago an individual in an ecclesiastical costume
Used to cross the frontier from Switzerland into France
every morning with a large breviary in his hand. He was a
jnan of dignified aspect, and received every mark of deference
trom the Customs officials, who sometimes accompanied him
part of the way in his daily stroll. At last a letter put the
authorities on the alert, and the presumed priest was found
jo be a professional smuggler, who had contrived to introduce
into France at least a thousand watches in his breviary,
jmich, on examination, proved to be a tin box.—Daily
sdegraph, Nov. 9.

9 uakers are popularly supposed to speak only when the
sPu-it moves them. The spirit in the old days used to talk
gibberish (see 1 Cor. xivQ, and even the Quaker deems it
jiecessary to regulate the spirit's proceedings. It is noticed
tjab in the program of arrangements for the Conference
ot. the Society of Friends at Manchester, “a time limit
"Tl probably have to be imposed.” We wonder they are
a’t reminded of the text, “ Quench not the spirit.”

15, jle Dev. Silas Hocking, lecturing on “John Bull in his
O,Rt Clothes,” the title apparently a plagiarism of Max
g. 1e9 s.famous lectures, wound up by saying : “ Lastly, John
gS]f .Sieved in the Sabbath.« Infidelity had tried to root
sUcr English soil, but had not succeeded, and would not
°nl °ti ‘ earnestly looked forward to the day when not
oni , Dread shops, but the liquor shops, would be closed
Roi* ~day.” If Mr. S. Hocking fancies that John Bull is
8unt 10 the parsons have the permanent monopoly of
as a, ¥ we think he must be very credulous himself, as well
n inculcator of credulity in others.

Tr%t ,plaude Macdonald, in his report on the Niger Coast
J JX<l°rate, says that he has seen more drunkenness on one
Vo, , y godly Glasgow than he has during his thirteen
y ars experience of Africa.

Chu’s,P°inte(l out that, while the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
cgr-of Tatronage Bill would put an end to thesale of the
Priv  souls by public auction, it would only increase the
CVia; carried on through the medium of the
iffia ' A*atronage Gazette. The sin and shame of the
pmijjTjous traffic does not affect the Archbishop, but only its

f’ra, Rev. G. S. Reaney, who deserted Congregationalism
ch °*'er billet in the Church, asks for more public money

ci. 1°h schools. His own school at Christchurch, Green-
8ch' already takes from Government £>55 13s. 8J. The
Pence and an endowment bring the sum up to

agg '3 'kb, while the whole amount donated by the church
tenu oluntary subscriptions  is £88 15s. 7d. Thus uine-
hav, ,, , the income is derived apart from the people who

b’le control of the schools.

iuer ot public men in the United Sdtates were
to by the American Humane Association for their
S °p vivisection. The majority of them have
i80c?(j their disgust at the practice, but Father Tyrell, of
tiinty of Jesus, boldly says animals “ have no rights,”
i have no rights because they have “ no radical
".<y tor pure reason.” But—your Jesuit always lias a
ni ‘In>inals are the property of their Maker, who lends
dirl s f°r our use.”. “We s ould take rg?asonable but
being.cUa caro for their Wejill beln? an from
nthpL Anxious care is unreasonable if tho anxiety arises
|, §) fata so imagination that we are dealing with a person,
Lae ar>an equal.” Gompake (thi 1a ed nhumﬁrt%lly
.JAe simple words of the FreetMih "“
un is not Can they reason 1 but Can they suffer |

fiays : “ We are gn the eve ef a very Hppartant
t( \thé re-marriage of divorcés question. The facts

Il‘j tjin . these. An English lady was recently married
been In a West-end church by episcopal licence. She
esPon(i, Orced by her first husband, had married the

inds wtv*j an<*bad b* turn divorced him in America on

< ArchK-i woui(i not have entitled her to a divorce

itecert-j op Benson WR be immediately petitioned

Hion ,faln dignitaries before him, inorder that the whole
ut Jurisdiction may be threshed out.”
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The Church Patronage Gazette gives particulars of about
400 advowsons and next presentations to more or less
desirable livings in the Established Church, which are
offered for sale by private bargain through the medium of
an eminent firm of ecclesiastical agents. For good livings
when the incumbent is old about ten years’ purchase is
required. Thus, a Hampshire rectory with a net income of
about £600, which, we are assured, is one of the choicest
livings in the South of England—price £6,000, and another
in Somersetshire—net income £700, for which six thousand
guineas are asked. The additional words “ or offer ” probably
mean that less would be accepted. The word “ Sold” con-
spicuously stamped across the announcement warns us that
we are too late for a snug little Durham Rectory, price.
£3,000. The net income is here £340, from glebe, endow-
ment, etc. It is observable that the population is always
stated where it happens to be very small. Careful examina-
tion of the list has failed to reveal any such remark as
“ Population poor and large ; great opportunities of useful
work.” On the other hand, “ Society, both lay and clerical,
extremely good,” is an oft-recurring notification, together
with “ Healthy and pleasant neighborhood,” “ Kitchen
garden,” “ Charming scenery,” “ Golf links in neighbor-
hood,” “ Good river fishing,” and so forth.

The Nonconformist Conscience is up in arms again. Under
the chairmanship of the Rev. F. Herbert Stead—brother of
the great Stead—a meeting of Nonconformists took place at
the Robert Browning Hall, West Newington, and resolutions
were passed against Earl Russell and Mr. W. M. Thompson
for voting as County Councillors in favor of the Empire
license. Earl Russell replies sarcastically that the worst
thing about the professed defenders of morality is “ the
violence of their language and the questionable nature of
their methods.” Mr. Thompson replies that the purity zealots
are doing their best to wreck the Progressive cause in
London, and reminds his critics that “ the gloomy tyranny
of the Puritans was followed by the unspeakable excesses of
the Restoration.”

Itis very funny to see Mr. Stead and the rest of those
Nonconformist zealots fulminating from the Robert Browning
Hall. Robert Browning would laugh at them if he could
only behold their antics. He loved good cheer, good wine,
and good recreations. There was nothing sour about him,
and he would have been the last man in the world to legislate
against his neighbor’'s amusements.

Mrs. Chant's crusade against the Empire really made
matters worse. The drinking and talking promenaders,
instead of having acircle to themselves, were simply crowded
into a smaller space, to the annoyance of quieter persons
who occupied seats in front of them. Zeal is all very well,
but it is a dreadful thing without sense.

Mona's Herald, an Isle of Man paper, is down on the local
Bishop, who has been evincing a disinclination to acknow-
ledge that Church debts ought to be paid. “ We have heard
of consciences,” it says, “ being seared as with a hot iron.
Would his Lordship dare to try this process with his? It
would be worth sixpence to see him make the attempt.”

The pious Chief Constable of Walsall is on the war path.
His business is to keep the peace and catch criminals. But
that is too prosaic a view for him to take of his duties. He
regards the godliness of the town as under his special
protection. Accordingly he is prosecuting tradesmen who
do a little bit of legitimate business on Sunday. One of
these is Mr. Card, who used to be well known in connection
with our movement in Birmingham. Mr. Card says he will
not give in, and the Chief Constable is bent on ruining him
if ho doesn’'t. The papers are full of the matter, and Walsall
is in an uproar. What a ridiculous fuss over a few packets
of sweetstuff! It would be all rightif Mr. Card sold pills.

Miraculous visions still occur in rural parts of Italy. At
Petriguano, in tho district of Assisi, one Giovannino, little
Johnny, probably “ the natural” of the district, saw the
Holy Family on September 20, and conversed with the
Virgin. A little cabin chapel was erected on the sacred
spot, like tho germs of the great shrines and pilgrimages
began. But the new cult has been nipped in the bud. The
authorities, knowing these tales are always got up by the
priests for their own benefit, had tho chapel demolished on
the night of October 31, which was dark and stormy. The
Blessed Virgin has not as yet made any remonstrance against
this sacrilege.

Emperor William has had himself painted as the Arch-
angel Michael, calling on the nations of Europe, symbolised
by females, to rouse themselves in defence of religion and
morality. ~Of course tho Cross figures in this wonderful
picture. Those who have more money than sense can buy
an engraving of the picture for six shillings.
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Professor Marcus Dods, who was not turned out of the
Free Church of Scotland for heresy, writes in the Sunday
School Chronicle on the way in which the Bible should be
taught in the light of the “ Higher Criticism.” Dr. Dods
thinks the children will not esteem the Bible any the less
for being told that it contains mistakes. But he advises
that they should be told so in a very judicious manner.
Yarns like that of the talking serpent in Eden should be
explained to children as “ stories with a meaning.” Very
pretty, nodoubt; but the trouble only thickens with this
advice. For what is the “ meaning” of that story ? How
on earth could its priapic significance be explained to
Sunday-school children ? We pity the teacher who follows
Dr. Dods and finds himself in a very nasty trap.

What a Mississippi of falsehood is history. Here is Father
Gerard, of the Society of Jesus, “a descendant,” says the
Western Mail, “ of the famous Father Gerard, of Gunpowder
Plot fame” (it does not say if he descends in a direct line),
in a lecture on November 5, telling us that our history of the
attempt to blow up Parliament in 1605 is altogether wrong.
The harmless, innocent Roman Catholics had nothing to do
with it. It was Cecil, the King's Minister (an ancestor of
Lord Salisbury), who, “ if he did not actually originate the
plot, at least knew of it long before the pretended discovery,
and worked it for its own ends.” If national events alleged
to have happened less than three hundred years ago can thus
be questioned, how questionable must be supernatural ones
related of a country much further off, and at a far more
distant time 1

Noticing Canon Tristram’sRambles in Japan, the. Athenaeum
says: “ Of the effect generally of Christianity upon the
different classes of the people, of its results, political and
social, achieved and likely to be achieved, we know nothing.
Against Buddhism it seems to make little way, while it
may be doubted whether Christianity has ever, either in
Japan or China, produced any impression upon intelligent
Confucianists.” The truth is that wherever Christianity
goes it only succeeds with uneducated populations, who are
in what may be called the devil-worshipping stage of culture.

T. C. Hayllar, writing in the Nineteenth Century, says : “ |
think we ourselves would find it much more difficult to
justify our treatment of China by anything to be found
within the four covers of the New Testament than the
Chinese would to find a sanction for their dealings with us
from the teachings of their sacred books. The simple fact
is that there do not exist any reasons for the Christianisa-
tion of China except from the standpoint of the missionaries
themselves.”

Public Opinion (November 8) reports that in one of the
central departments of France a young woman recently
gave birth to a child whose eyes were placed on the top of
its head. Evidently this is another case of design, and the
infant, who is said to be doing well, should be educated for
an astronomer.

Mr. Justice Hawkins, at the Cambridge Assizes, remarking
on the question addressed to a child of seven whether she
understood the oath, said he did “ not believe that one
witness sworn that day could explain it.”

We are disappointed in the Rev. A. J. Waldron, and if he
does not mend nis wavs we shall have to advise Freethinkers
to disregard him and his meetings. He sent us a lame letter
about the slanders he was reported to have uttered at New
Brompton against Colonel Ingersoll. His explanation is
that he did not stand sponsor for the slanders himself; he
merely mentioned them, and said that he had nothing to do
with them. But why mention them ? How would Mr.
Waldron like us to say, “ We have heard it said that he is a
very questionable character, but we have nothing to do with
that, as we have to discuss principles, not personalities”?
Would he not think our conduct very mean and con-
temptible ?

Mr. Wheeler has shown the utter falsity of Mr. Waldron'’s
itatements—probably picked up at second-hand—about
Lloyd Garrison and slavery ; while his reference to Charles
Brafllaugh, in this connection, was not only false, but in the
worst possible taste, seeing that “ Iconoclast” is no longer
alive to defend himself.

Mr. Andrew Shiel, writing to us from Hartford Colliery,
Cramlington, Northumberland, informs us that Mr. Waldron,
in a lecture at Shankhouse, on November 2, stated, in proof
of the evil teachings of Secularism, that the Freethinker had
inserted an advertisement of a League for registering prosti-
tution. Mr. Shiel asked him, at the close of the lecture,
what the advertisement really was. Mr. Waldron replied
that he would send it to Mr. Shiel. He did so, and it was
the advertisementof _the Legitimation League. We inserted
that advertisement”™ in common with several other London
journals, in the ordinary way of business. We have nothing
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whatever to do with the League, and are in no way
responsible for its principles or its policy. However, we have
read its program, and we have no hesitation in saying that
Mr. Waldron's statement about it is an outrage on common
decency.

Mr. Shiel wrote to Mr. Waldron, saying that he had looked
through the advertisement and found nothing in it _to
justify the statement that it was a League for “ registering
prostitution,” and expressing a hope that the reverend
gentleman would see his way to withdraw the statement.
It is a matter of indifference to us whether he does so or not,
for some of the utterances of Mr. Waldron that have been
reported to us are such as we do not care to print, and it 13
really his affair, not ours, if he sinks down to the common
dirty level of Christian Evidence advocates.

Roman Catholicism is, after all, the most flourishing
branch of the Christian Church. The present Pope has
established the new Patriarchate, that of the East Indies,
29 new archbishoprics, 85 bishoprics, 2 abbeys, 59 vicariates,
2 apostolic delegations, and 22 prefectures apostolic.
Altogether 194 new titles attest the old inclination of the
Catholic hierarchy to subdue the world.

According to the latest returns, there were 107 School
Boards which teach the children that nonsensical forgery»
the Apostles’ Creed. These have just been added to by the
Wolstanton School Board, who have decided to teach it by
amajority of 6 to 5. As the teachings of the Creed, which
is a distinct infraction of the spirit or the Education Act, 13
sure to lead to controversy, its adoption may not be
unmixed evil.

An eminent theologian has recently announced that the
real “ function of religion is to preserve and to enrich hte,
and not to insure the soul.” If that is the case, it is eviden
that there is a good ground for action against the horde 0
clerical actuaries who have been realising large commission
out of their post-mortem insurance policies. Securing money
under false pretences will be the charge, and before *
impartial jury it will undoubtedly go hard with
defendants. A just decision will resultin a large deeml

1 business for the New Jerusalem Soul Assurance Lo>
Limited, and an assignment will surely follow in a sho*
time.—Boston Investigator.

Tidings of Life and Price is the title of an evangelic®
journal emanating from Derby. The editor has only b
tidings. He says: “ We are living in truly serious tinl *
The popular leaders of religious thought are unblushing J
renouncing the very foundation truths of Christianity. . »
total ruin of man, the absolute necessity of the new b tfj
salvation by the grace of God, and cleansing by the
of Christ, have all become fin their estimation) only 0 g
fashioned theories.” So Mr. G. Cutting comes to the reS |j
with the rare old tidings of life and peace for hiw~"
and friends, and hell-fire for the majority of the wor
inhabitants.

Reviewing P. Hume Brown’s John Knox, the
says of the attitude of Knox to Queen Mary : Ifl6 n3e
explanation is Knox's intense belief in God and inC(jid
belief in himself—beliefs practically identical, for hi3
was simply himself, John Knox, writ large, omnipoten »
he would fain have been, and omniscient as he wilvOry
claimed to be. He teamed to himself God'soracle, a Vj
prophet, and to stand towards Mary as Elijah had 3 ~0
towards Jezebel.” This explanation will suffice f°r
attitude of many men of God besides John Knox.

The Jews in the Army are wanting some attention P*jOr
their religious requirements. It is considered an,oXCrtny »s
not granting this that some who did not enter thea '
Jews might proclaim themselves as of that race to Al:nlcer3
extra holiday on Saturday. Needless to say, all Fj®6“®
in the army require is exemption from the duty of att
the ministrations of other people’s religion.

A minister who has recently returned from Jobanne
says: “A week before I arrived a hundred blac iking 0
were ‘run in’ and whipped for the crime (?) of wft rOtes,
the pavement.” Why did not this Christian mini®#e Ffl0s
against the barbarity on the part of his fellow-Chri
the time, and on the spot where it occurred ? s

One of the speakers at the recent half-yearly
the London Congregational Union quoted the stalpftith*cA
the Itev. Hugh Price Hughes that London is the " tf
and most sinful city in the world. Perhaps it i3,
not as great an authority on “ sin” as the revere»
man. But we venture to remark that London 13®7"is
church-and-chapely capital in the world. Pe™aP.s » to
something to do with the largo quantity of s
square yard.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

Sunday, November 17, Leicester Secular Hall, Humberstone-
gate:—11, “ The Use and Abuse of the Bible”; 6.30, “ Huxley
and Agnosticism.”

November 24, Foresters’ Hall.

December 1, Bradford; 8, Foresters’ Hall; 15, Newcastle ; 22,
Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles W atts's Engagements.—November 17, Liverpool,;

-1. Blackburn; 22, Bolton; 24, Manchester; 25, Derby;
27, lpswich. December 1, Wood Green; 8, South Shields;
and 22, Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell—-All communica-

tions for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is
required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed)
at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

eMorgan'.—T here are several books of Humorous Recitations in
{he market. We have not examined any of them, but Bell's
has a good reputation.

Thomas May.—Your letter is no reply to Mr. Collinson.
G. Taylor.—Thanks. See paragraph.
«P— Obviously not insertable.
eBinder and A. J. Hooper.—Clearly a mistake, but too late
Row for useful correction.
«S. Coleman.— We will see if the suggestion can be carried out.
®¥mirkr (South Shields).— Thanks for your encouraging letter.

Gnly an active propaganda (as you say) will enable Freethought
to*reach the millions. !

mCawley.—Obliged. See paragraph.

«Jones.—Glad to hear of the success of Mr. Cohen’s week-night
j, ®ptures at Blackburn under the President’s new lecture scheme.
q’ B— It was probably refused by the shop boy.

w ' Macdonald (New York).—Many thanks.
write. Hearty greetings.

Mr. Wheeler will

Resident's Honorarium Fund (£100 for the year to provide
xpenses):—Already acknowledged £71 18s. 3d. Miss Vance
°w acknowledges the following: H. Barrett, Is.; A. Cayford,

vrl’. k. Self, 2s. 6d.; F. W. Smith, 10*.; W. Mortimer, 5s.; Dr,
N‘chols, 10s. Gd.

JM Peacock.—Mr. Watts informs us that you wrote to us

sspecting his North Shields lecture, and expressing approval

, °Hr lecture scheme. Your letter did not reach us, or we
IV t° UM I>avo noticed it as a valuable testimony.

tak"tO0a— Thanks for your letter and the troublo you have

C-0-°HRN, who has read our Bible and Beer with “ the grcatost
itoaspre,” writes: “ Although a Freethinker of some years’
a”~ing, | have been familiar only with the Agnostic advocates,
is * On™’ recontly seen your organ and efforts. If my opinion

w° rtn anything, | will say that your journal does you groat
edit, and must do the cause great good. With such a

World N <IS ~ooto>Watts, and Wheeler, you ought to redeem the

ji Bendit.—Tlianks for cuttings.
\y '""“Cuttings always welcome,
jl .abpington.—Y our letters in the local press must do good,
venr? d*8t*nct advance, as you say, when such opinions can bo
you ir ted *n ordinary nowspapers. We are glad to know that
®/  nave derived so much profit from our articles.
pe y?on— Our compliments to the Barnsley friends.
§. Joj away, as Lincoln said.
N o/ow — The London School Board elections took place last
“infiifi ¥ We never heard before of the Northampton
NortL ” oaBod “ Noodles” who has been “ converted” at
If nampton. Perhaps “ Noodles” converted him.
8 ®mTones.—Tho now edition of Mr. Holyoake’s book on Public
G. 0™ aking and Debate is published at 3s. Gd.
'ViliAlicT— We share your hopo that the now lecture scheme
kn rt)vivo tho Huddersfield as well as other Branches. Let us
- 'v tho result of Mr. Cohen’s visit. It is our intention to
Eeliev or'yard; After all, it is what is done that tells ; and wo
Paper® 110 Freethought party, in the main, prefers action to
Ii, ~resolutions and pious opinions.
accorr) A#SONS' F. W oodward, and J. R. Barnes.—Transferred,
Fai>g[ to your letters to Miss Vanco. Thanks.
~~Ech Beoeivkd.— T ruthsooker—Secular Thought— Freidonker
Hera, ?"~Pur Unsere Jugend—Die Freiro Gessellschaft—Mona’s
Boek (“'Freedom—Pioneer—Liberator—Isle of Man Times—
‘'Dos— Liberty—Birmingham Daily Post—Two Worlds —
W Bulletin— Progressive Thinker—Boston Investigator—
j, mork Wo ij Sri0an—Philosophical Journal—Open Court—New

Keep

Ularkin sond us newspapers would onhance tho favor by
~RRRsi>” kK10 passagos to which they wish to call our attention.
6 de8ir(vix*NOK 8I>ould roach us not later than Tuesday if a reply

thkt ,, the currentissuo. Otherwise the reply stands ovor
~dewing week.

t "esdav °TIOKa must reach 28 Stonecuttor-stroet by first post
Or they will not bo inserted.
2(i Stn,,0x Editor of tho Freethinker should bo addressed to
" “s»«rntter-rtreot, London, E.C.

>
n
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The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One Year,
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
expires.

SHILLING MONTH.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
( Where merely the name is given the amount is one shilling.)

W. Fowler, 2s. Gd.; H. A. Huxley, 2s. Gd.; S. Elliott; E.
Broughton ; A. J. Hooper ; H. W. Swisham ; E. B., 2s. 6d.;
Admirer (South Shields), 2s. Gd.; Pendlebury Friends, per
J. Yates, 6s.

Per Miss Vance..—C. Harwood; Edinburgh Branch:
McLeash, 2s.; McGregor; Cohen; Brown; Robertson; J. F.
Dewar, 4s.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote delivered three lectures for the Birmingham
Branch on Sunday, in the Alexandra Hall, which they have
taken permanently. It is rather too far from the centre of
the town for special lectures, especially when the weather is
what it was on Sunday. How it did rain, to be sure! It
was quite spiteful in its incessant vehemence. As a conse-
quence, the morning and afternoon meetings were somewhat
thinned, though the hall was crowded in the evening with a
deeply-interested and most enthusiastic audience. The
Branch means business at Alexandra Hall, and has arranged
for an active propaganda throughout the winter. The com-
mittee are all poor men, but they are earnest workers, and
they have an invaluable secretary in Mr. J. Partridge,
a quiet, modest man, who does his work with great
thoroughness. -

Mr. Daniel Baker, the oldest but one of the N.S.S. vice-
presidents, attended two of the three meetings. His friends
in all parts of the country will be happy to know that he
has recovered from his bad attack of influenza, and is now
enjoying a fair measure of health. His aged wife, as true
and brave a Freethinker as himself, is feeble in body, but
her mind is still clear and bright.

Mr. Foote lectures to-day (Nov. 17), morning and evening,
in the Secular Hall, Leicester. His subjects are both new,
and will doubtless attract large audiences.

Mr. Charles Watts had three enthusiastic meetings last
Sunday at Newcastle-on-Tyne. In the evening a heavy
storm came on, the rain coming down in torrents, and the
wind blowing a hurricane. This, of course, interfered with
the meeting at night. An interesting discussion took place
after the evening lecture. Mr. Watts speaks highly of the
members of the local branch, and also of the new hall they
have engaged for Sunday lectures.

On Monday evening Mr. Watts lectured at Stockton-on-
Tees under the President’'s new lecture scheme. Of course
the admission was free, and the hall was crowded, even the
standing room being occupied. The lecture was well
received and heartily applauded, several persons confessing
that they had entertained false ideas of Secularism. An
old member rose and said that the President’s lecture scheme
seemed to him the best thing that had yet been done for the

party. It is worth mentioning that the collection just
covered tho local expenses. _

Mr. Watts lectures to-day (Sunday), November 17, three
times at Liverpool, and during the following week he
lectures under Mr. Foote's Lecturing Scheme at Blackburn
on November 21, and at Bolton on November 22.

, The Prince’s Theatre, Bradford, has been refused for Mr.
Footes lectures on December 1, the lessee stating that tho
trustees will not allow it. An effort is being made to obtain
tho use of another theatre. We hope it will be successful.

Mr. | oote’s Shadow of the Sword, a new edition of which is
just issued by tho Humanitarian League, was the subject of
the first leading article in last week’s Reynolds’'s Newspaper.

| Our contemporary says that Mr. Foote has “ summarised
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the arguments against war with great skill, ability, and

picturesque force.”

“ Slaughter and Christianity,” says Reynolds', “ seem two
very familiar chums in this land. For centuries they have
been the closest bedfellows, and our self-righteous people
have felt no scruple whatever at the illicit intercourse.”

Mr. C. Cohen lectured to a good audience at Foresters’
Hall on Sunday evening, and met with a most gratifying
reception. He was very loudly cheered at the close of his
address. This evening (Nov. 17) the Foresters’ Hall platform
will be occupied by Mr. James Rowney, who will discuss the
guestion, “ Was Jesus a ReformerT Mr. Rowney has done
excellent and ungrudging work in the open-air lecture field,
and we hope our friends will rally round him on this occasion.

Mr. Cohen has recently delivered nine lectures under the
President’s new lecture scheme, with good results in every
case. He tells us that fresh interest is thus excited in our
movement; people come to hear, members are enrolled, and
literature is circulated. Mr. Cohen lectures at Bradford to-
day (Nov. 17), and during the week he speaks (under the
lecture scheme) at Huddersfield (Monday), Halifax (Tues-
day), Heckmondwike (Wednesday), Stanningley (Thursday),
and Todmorden (Saturday). Other fixtures are being made
for the following week.

The New York Truthseeker of November 2 contains a
report of the Annual Congress of the American Secular
Union. President Putnam delivered an eloquent address
on “Rome or ReasonV Of course he was re-elected. Mrs.
Freeman, who resigned the secretaryship, is succeeded by
Mr. E. C. Reichwald. Mr. Otto Wettstein is treasurer.
The vice-presidents are C. B. Waite, T. B. Wakeman, J. E.
Remsburg, and Franklin Steiner. Many subjects of practical
interest were discussed, and letters were read from G. W.
Foote and Charles Watts “ amidst great enthusiasm.” It
was resolved—" That this Congress recognises the cordial
sympathy of our comrades of Great Britain and other
countries, and recognises the generous manner in which
they have welcomed our official representative, and in the
spirit of like fraternity we invite George W. Foote,
President of the British Secular Society, and Charles
Watts, vice-president, to visit our shores, and we assure
them a hearty and universal reception by the Freethinkers
of America. It is hoped they will be present with us at the
national Congress of 1896.” _

Mr. George E. Macdonald writes informing our sub that
the meetings of the Congress of Freethinkers at New York
were “adistinct and unmistakable success.” He says:
“ Tell Mr. Foote that his letter to our Congress was accepted
with a shout which he might have mistaken for an Eaglish
cheer if he had heard it, and the remark should be repeated
of the letter from Mr. Watts.”

Mr. Macdonald, speaking of Mr. Wheeler's article on
“ Garrison,” says : “ Nearly all the veteran infidels of this
country were anti-slavery agitators, in so far as they were
able to do any agitating at all. Your Christian evidence-
monger has been deceived by our Christian history-monger,
Johnson; but, being a Christian, he should have known
better than to trust any other Christian in matters of this
kind. Johnson made a Christian out of Abraham Lincoln,
and was obliged to unmake him.”

The Scotsman (November 4) hails the Rev. Alexander
Robinson’s book, The Saviour in the Newer Light, as “a
remarkable sign of the times.” The author, who is the
parish minister at Kilmun, Argyleshire, gives up all the
miracles of the gospels, including the supernatural birth
and the resurrection. He holds Jesus up simply as a great
moral teacher sent by God. The fourth gospel bo declares
to be most untrustworthy, and says it is “ hurled down
irrevocably from the high pedestal on which piety used to
place it.”_ All this is very gratifying. It shows that Free-
thought is penetrating the very churches. In the courso of
time it will be seen by all that Jesus is not even a great
moral teacher, but the figurehead of a mythical system.

The following letter, which reaches us from the far north
of Scotland, will interest many of our readers : “ It may be
of some interest for you to hear of how things move beyond
the Grampians. 1am not in ordinary eligible as a juror,
but last week, through some inadvertence, summoned, I
attended without demur. | claimed to affirm, and the claim
was duly admitted, without objection or remark. On the
same day two witnesses made similar claims. One entered
into some lengthy disquisition around some conscientious
scruples, amidst which the judge checked him, and asked
him to affirm if he wished, which ho duly did. The second
simply asked to affirm, and thereupon was duly affirmed. |
was elected by my fellow-iurors as foreman, to deliver tbeir
verdict. | am in the midst of a priest-ridden population,

THE FREETHINKER.

November 17, 1895.

and the incident is only noteworthy in so far as it shows
that we do move.—W. Duncan.”

The Rationalist Press Committee has just issued a very
useful pamphlet (6d.) by Mr. Charles Watts on “ The Claims
of Christianity.” Our colleague takes the recent “ Hand-
book of Christian Evidences,” by Dr. Alexander Stewart,
as hi3 starting-point. He goes over the whole ground with
great care and thoroughness, giving telling extracts from
all sorts of authorities as he goes along. His writing is firm
but temperate, and is calculated to set open-minded people
thinking. AVe sincerely hope the pamphlet will have (as it
deserves) a wide circulation.

The Congress of the French Federation de la Libre-
Pensee was attended by delegates from a majority of the
260 groups of which the Federation is composed. The
question of education largely occupied the attention of the
Congress, provincial delegates representing that owing to
clerical domination there were parts where the law for
compulsory education of 1882 was virtually a dead letter.
Municipalities were called oq to provide secular education
for girls as well as boys, and resolutions in favor of the
suppression of the budget des cultes and of the judicial oath
were passed.

Mr. E. G. Taylor lectured for the Independent Labor
Party at Manchester on the Blasphemy Laws, and the
following resolution was adopted unanimously : “ That this
meeting of the South Manchester Branch of the I.L.F-
pledges itself to adopt measures to influence Parliament to
remove all laws from the Statute Book imposing- disabilities
on account of opinion by recommending the Executive ot
the I.L.P. to advocate and support the Liberty of Bequest
and Religious Prosecutions Abolition Bills, and that these
two Bills should be included in the program of the I.L.P-
A sub-committee was appointed to see to the carrying out
of this resolution.

The Secular Almanack, issued by the National Seoul»1
Society, and edited by G- AY. Foote and J. M. AVheeler, m
on sale. By resolution of the Executive it is novy pub-
lished at threepence. Of course it is slightly diminished
in size, but it contains a great deal of information which _i
useful and interesting to Secularists, who should all obtaiu
a copy, especially as any profit accruing from the sale g°?s
into the Society’s exchequer, to be spent on the propagat'd»
of Freethought.

Mr. Sydney Gimson writes to us from Leicester, undet
date November 11 : “ I notice that in ‘Sugar Plums,’ in y®*
terday’s Freethinker, you announce that Air. Moncure >e
Conway was to lecture at South Place Chapel yesterday, °.
the ‘Centenary of Paine’'s Age of Reason." t believe tn”
mistake was owing to an error in the South Place c
list. As a matter of fact, Air. Conway lectured twice in ~
Leicester Secular Hall yesterday (as announced in our n
and in your Guide to Provincial Lectures)—in the nl9rnJje
on ‘Babeuf, and the Centenary of Socialism,” and in * ,
evening on ‘How Jesus Sank into the Tomb of 124 Tfre
He had two very good audiences, who listened &/ith A
closest attention to the lectures. THis was Air. “OnWway.
first visit to the Leicester Secular Society, but we hop®
will not be his last. His lectures have given great pl®8&s, €
and the information given out by sucli an original thin' j
must bear fruitin thoughtful minds. ()ur Society is hono
when we receive such men on to our platform, and from tn
we get the encouragement to persevere in the none
smooth paths of Freethought work.”

An American committee has been formed for the purp°s
of erecting a memorial to Professor Huxley.

The Bulletin Mensuel, of the French Freethought
tion, reports the proceedings at the unveiling of amonu »
at lI'ontoise to Alaria Deraismes, the first woman yi<’ e.
made a Freemason. Alany of the leading French™ ~ ji
thinkers were present. The monument, which consist jjue
granite pyramid and a bust, is erected at a circus in tn
Alaria-Deraismes.

Public Opinion, of Now York, gives every week -onftliy
~-xtracts on religious, as well as other, topics. Occam
it makes an extract from the Freethinker, and in tno /YOIjj
number before us gives the following striking extra  tHir
Alexander von Humboldt: “ All positive religions® flpd
three distinct parts. First, a code of morals very 0 “pd
nearly the same in all. Second, a geological dream-
third, a myth or historical novelette.”

in her seventy-fifth year, writing to us from B®rr®JjlOth)llg
chusetts, says : “ In my opinion yours is the best | r® | Of ",
publication | read. | think you in England are »'ti

in America. The way you beat parson Hughes

me,” During the Atheist Shoemaker controver j
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Christian wretch in London sent an infamous letter to this
aged lady, his pious malignity being perhaps excited by the
fact that her name was Gibson. What a beautiful religion
itis that prompts a devotee to commit such a gratuitous
outrage ! We should like to have five minutes with the
scoundrel. The interview should take place near a hospital.

Mr. Foote has engaged St. James's Hall again for thrpe
Sunday evening lectures in January (12, 19, and 26). He
will probably work the West-End, in conjunction with Mr.
Watts and perhaps other colleagues, during the rest of the
winter. He is also arranging for courses of week-night free
Fctures in various parts of London during January and
February. One lecture of each course will Vie taken by
himself; the others will be taken by Messrs. Watts, Parris,
Cohen, Moss, Heaford, etc.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH.

Colonel Ingersoll’'s New Lecture.

Robert G. Ingersol1 talked for nearly an hour and three-
quarters in the Boston- Theatre, on “ The Foundations of
raith.” He had an immense audience, an enthusiastic
reception, and a more than sympathetic hearing. The
orator began his new lecture with an account of the way in
which scepticism regarding Holy Writ arose in the minds of
Rien. For many centuries, said he, the books of Chris-
tianity were accepted as facts. For many centuries the
Lhurch had absolute power. Very few questioned its
authority; if they did, they ceased to be a part of the
population.

A very few denied the dogmas, and most of them were
satisfied with a consummation of eternal pain. When now
and then somebody had a new idea about some particular
Passage, he was denounced as a heretic.  Still, the heretics
Multiplied, until there came to be many kinds of Christians,
and until all of the various kinds of Christians accepted
What they called the fundamental truths—that is to say

no falsehoods at the foundation. Now and then some one

Went so far as to doubt oven the existence of the Infinite
, *aster which humanity had put above the clouds. Such
a nian was answered with the scaffold, though he generally
_umittcd before he died that he was mistaken. But now
and then a man stood by his reason, and was martyred ;
all such should be remembered with gratitude by every

reo nian and free woman in the world.

W spite of it all, there was intellectual advance. Doubt
continued to spread; somebody looked at the stars, and
°und that this earth was not the centre of the universe,

ut was a mere grain of sand on the infinite shore of
Existence. Then'men began to examine the earth, and
ound it to be more than six thousand years old. Then the
£ urch came, and called these men infidels and rascals.

ut the objections became so great that the Church had to
answer them, and it said that the Bible meant by the six
of creation six epochs, or long whiles. Yet the epoch
,ng-whilo theory could not be applied to the ago of man

1 the earth.
~ cording to the Scriptures, man has been upon the
arth for 5,899 years. Now, it is known that certain forms
ao ex'ste(i in Europe hundreds of thousands of years
i320. In caves once inhabited by human beings there have
aeen found implements, Hints, and knives, hatchets and
b rOw heads, mado by men; and in these same caves have
eeNi found the bones of hundreds and thousands of these
XUt animals, and those that have been extinct for

Undreds of thousands of years. Now, every bone

itnesses that the Bible is false; every flint instrument

sbfies that the writers of the Bible were ignorant as to

origin of the human race.

®Ada 18 ??rtain that hundreds of thousands of years before
eartl ;lved men, women, and children inhabited this
anq °urs. 1 would like the clergy to answer that,
thatl in, no answer to say that | am a bad man; | admit
therefore, | say that the Biblo is not true, and if it

#'&Ot e on that subjéct; why do they call it inspired 1
Ksyp mado this world and -wrote this book, he ought to

jqr¥imo tdea of when ho did it.

thQa' .8 ?rs°’ll Save what ho termed further proofs of
other lquitF t*M0 eart,h, as drawn from historical and
le(], rocords. He pointed to the lack of scientific know-

Said hs*0'vit by the writers of the Bible. These things,
°>show that the Biblo is not to be relied upon. And
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to me, he went on to say, the fact that it cannot is enough
to fill the world with joy. | hate it with every drop of
my blood. It has driven millions to insanity. It has
been the enemy of human liberty.

If the Bible is incorrect on astronomy and geology,
cannot we rely upon it for historical facts 1is asked. The
lecturer here instanced as grossly improbable or false such
a statement as that about Jeroboam’s army of 800,000 men,
and Abijah’s of 400,000; and the one telling of the raising
by David of $2,000,000,000 in silver, and $45,000,000,000
in gold, to build a temple ninety feet long, forty-five feet
high, and thirty feet wide. The Old Testament, said Mr.
Ingersoll, must be given up. The Old Testament, as one
of the foundation-stones of our faith, is crumbling; and itis
no longer a guide for men of intelligence or courage who
have not been possessed by superstition.

The New Testament is just as deceptive as the other.
No one knows, for example, when Christ was born; yet
Christians seized on the 25th of December, the date of the
festival of the sun god, and said he was born on that day.
The story of his birth is told in all sorts of ways by the
disciples. Matthew knew nothing of the heavenly host;
Luko knew nothing of the wise men; Matthew heard
nothing of the shepherds, and Luke knew nothing of the
murder of the babes by Herod, or of the flight into Egypt.
Which of these accounts is true ? Why, the genealogies of
Christ given by the disciples differ to the extent of fourteen
to fifteen generations.

Is there ingenuity in all the pulpits of the world enough
to harmonise these palpable contradictions 1 Why, they
do not even agree about Judas.. Matthew says that he
repented and took the money back. Peter says that he
bought a field with it; Matthew says that he hung him-
self, and Peter says that he fell down and burst asunder.
Now, | don’'t believe that anybody betrayed Christ. If it
is true that he made a public entry into Jerusalem, that he
went into the temple and discussed with teachers there, is
it possible that they had to hire a man to point him out so
that he could be arrested 1 Nov/, | say with absolute con-
fidence that he was unknown in Jerusalem, had performed
no miracles, and never made a triumphant entry into
Jerusalem.

Why did not Christ defend himself before Pilate ? Pilate
wanted to acquit him, but he would not let him. Ho wanted
to find him innocent, but Christ would not help him. Did
Christ wish to he convicted 1 No. But Christians think
that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of
sins; and that doctrine comes from the heart of savagery.

The New Testament is not historically true. You tell
me that there is a living God ; but why does he permit
slavery to exist 1 Why does he permit Siberial Why
does your God allow injustice to triumph 1 Why does ho
give success to brute force and fraud, while innocence and
kindness are trampled under foot 1 What is your God
doing—counting hairs 1 Ministers ask if it is possible for
God to forgive man ; but | ask if it is possible for man to
forgive God.

Mr. Ingersoll here assailed the Christian idea of God,
severely criticising the conception of the Trinity. No God,
ho said, has ever asked me to worship him, or to raise a
temple to him; and | am going to wait until he asks me
If 1 were a God, | would succor the oppressed. If | had
the power, no lash should ever have been applied to the
back of a slave.

The God of the Christians must perish from the universe.
He is of no use. He has never answered a prayer ; he has
never heard tho chains of the prison clank. A God that
will not protect his friends ought to get away, and some
other potentate ought to take his place.

The lecturer hero entered into a discussion of the
Christian idea of Christ. He described the doctrine of tho
incarnation us beyond the reach of reason, as defying
observation and being independent of experience. My
purpose, he went on to say, is to rescue the reputation of
Christ. 1 ho God must die that the man may live.

If we are to rightly conceive of the character of Christ,
many of the sayings which ho is alleged to have uttered
were not by him. Tho New Testament is not inspired,
because many of its statements are untrue. Orthodox
religion itself has no foundation in truth; beneath its
structure can be found no fact.

But someono will say : “ Oh, you are trying to take our
religion away.” No, | am not. Superstition is not religion,
laith without facts is not religion. Well, what is religion 1
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To love justice, to long for the right, to love mercy, to pity
the suffering, to succor the weak, to forget wrongs, to
remember benefits, to love truth, to be sincere, to love
liberty— these belong to true religion.

Mr. Ingersoll here uttered a scathing indictment against
the Christian conception of hell, and brought his address to
a close by describing the function of hope in the world.
Hope, said he, is the consolation of mankind ; and let us
hope, if there is a God, that he is wise and good ; let us
hope, if there be another life, that it will bring peace and
joy to all the children of men. And let us hope that this
poor earth on which we live may be at last a perfect world,
without a crime and without a tear.

— Boston Herald.

DEATH OE V. E. LENNSTRAND.

We have to record the death of Viktor Emmanuel Lenn-
strand, one of the founders and martyrs of organised Free-
thought in Sweden. His imprisonment for blasphemy, and
subsequent establishment of Fritankaren, appealed strongly
to the sympathies of English Freethinkers. Viktor Lenn-
strand was born at Gefle on January 30, 1861, so was only
in his thirty-fifth year. He was educated at Upsala
University, where he became acquainted with the works of
Darwin, Spencer, Mill, and other Freethinkers. With the
courage of his convictions, he got into a conflict with the
authorities by lecturing in Upsala against Christianity, in
1887. In March of the following year the Swedish Utili-
tarian Society was started. By May he was sentenced” to
a fine of 250 crowns for denying the truth of the Christian
religion, and, as he continued his propaganda, on November
29 he was imprisoned for three months for the same offence.
Mr. Lennstrand defended himself manfully, and challenged
the prosecution to prove that what he said about the Bible
God was false. These were the first prosecutions for blas-
phemy in Sweden since 1821, when Professor Erik Gustaf
Geijer was indicted for his work on The Protestant Greed,
and was acquitted. Having full information of the case
from our veteran friend. Captain Otto Thomson, a sub-
scription was started in England, and we had the
mournful satisfaction of contributing towards the ex-
penses of his imprisonment. Continuing, his advocacy,
Victor Lennstrand founded Fritankaren as a journal”® of
Freethought, and lectured throughout Sweden. During
1889 he was subject to no fewer than eight prosecutions
for blasphemy, each time being acquitted when brought
before a jury, and sentenced when brought before the
official tribunals. His last prosecution was for apamphlet on
The Idea of God, which has been translated and published
in English. Eventually he served two sentences of three
months at Malmo, and one of six months at Stockholm. Of
a delicate constitution, it is only too likely these imprison-
ments ruined and shortened his life, as, in the opinion of his
friends, he was not the same man afterwards. Though he
continued his active propaganda, he has been for some time
past suffering from ill-health, and went back to his native
place to die. Of an impetuous nature, it seems likely that
the sword has worn out the sheath. In the Social Demokrater
(November 2) Hjalmar Branting, the Socialist leader, and
one of his former opponents, pays a tribute to him as an
enthusiastic fighter and a distinguished propagandist.
Lennstrand will be remembered for his sufferings and his
efforts to arouse Sweden from her pietistic lethargy. We
hope Sweden Freethinkers will unite over his grave to con-
tinue the work which he so valiantly began.

Immortality.

It seems to me that the belief in immortality, and the
belief in supernatural moral authority, are secondary,
incidental, and theoretical beliefs, deriving their existence
and their strength solely from the primary, essential, and
practical certainties : firstly, that life is the first concern of
living beings; secondly, that life is capable of being
continually made safer, easier, and happier ; thirdly, that
the human will is an ulterior agency in improving human
resources ; and, fourthly, that a more satisfactory total of
result is obtainable by the agency of wills set upon virtue
than upon wills set only upon immediate self-service.
Everything in the history of religious codes goes to show
them at tne_mercy of any and every advance in social
feeling. Religious sanctions have ever bent to moralities
rather than moralities to them. This is increasingly the
case, as social justifications for virtue emerge into recog-
nition.—Miss L. S. Beviwjton.
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BOOK CHAT.

Epicurean Science and Poetry, selected from Lucretius, by
Islay B. Muirhead, M.D. (J. Bale and Sons, 85 Great Titch-
field-street, W.), is a little volume of translations from choice
and important passages of the De Rerum Natura of the
great Roman atheistic poet, prefaced by an essay on “ The
Genius and Influence of Lucretius.” Within the compass of
twenty pages Dr. Muirhead gives a very good account ot
the system of the great philosophic poet, and of its influence
upon later and even the most modern thought.

* * *

Lucretius has, indeed, an unique place among poets. He
is the only one who has a cosmic philosophy. If of Sophocles
it may be said he “ saw life steadily and saw it whole,” ot
Lucretius it may be said he saw it in relation to the sur-
rounding universe. It is, indeed, a strong tribute to the
atheistic view that it has produced the most philosophical
of poems, and that, after nearly two thousand years, science,
emerging from the slough of Christian superstition, has
come round to the views of evolution propounded by
Lucretius. N N N

It is curious what an attraction the Roman Atheist has
for moderns, whether scientists or poets. His merits w
popularising the atomic theory of Demokritos have been
acknowledged by Lange, Tyndall, and Jenkin ; while poets
have united in praise of his poetry. Dryden, no less
deserving regard as a critic than as a poet, speaks of his
“ sublime and daring genius.” Tennyson has consecrated a

etri to his thought and tragic end ; and Mrs. Browning,

Iding the very antithesis of his philosophy, in her Vision
of Poets, calls up

Lucretius, nobler than his mood,
Who dropped his plummet down the broad,
Deep universe, and said “ No God ”"—

Finding no bottom, he denied
Divinely the divine, and died
Chief poet on the Tiber-side.

Lucretius has not wanted for translators. In verse, Creech
Good, Busby, and Baring; in prose, Watson and Munro,
have all had their share of popularity. The version of Mp
H. A. J. Munro has the dignity of a classic, yet its merits
are best appreciated by scholars familiar with the Latin
text. For the popular reader there is still room for a go°“
poetic version which shall combine easy flow of EngliS'j
rhythm with accurate translation of the author’s text. A
a specimen of Dr. Muirhead’s version, we have only room
for a few lines of the opening panegyric on Epicurus

When human life lay crushed full heavily

Before all eyes, under the monstrous weight

Of dark religion, which displayed her head

From forth the heavenly regions, menacing

Men with abhorred front, a Greek first dared

To lift created eyes, and to withstand

Her, face to face, unfrighted. Him nor tale

Of gods, nor thunderbolt, nor the vexed heaven’s
Loud murmur quelled ; but nerved with more resolve
And courage to be first to break the bars

Of nature’s confines. n

Dr. Muirhead has made, on the whole, a telling selection ,
passages. But he has not picked out all the plums, a
what tie offers us is good enough to make us wish for mm

The catalogues of Mr. B. Dobell, 77 Charing Cross-ro '’
always contain items of interest. No. 48, just issued, '
for instance, awork by Voltaire, with the bookplate of Hu £
also the scarce work written by Marat when in Engl' ~
and entitled Philosophical Essay on Man, being an atte rj
to investigate the principles and laws of the reciprO
influence of the soul on the body (two vols., 1773).

Another and a new book in the same catalogue m~”e,
recently-published Poems and Sonnets of Herbert L. aje
who is saddened by the realisation of “ what man has ,ep
of man,” and his feelings find expression in vigorous
songs, alike against kings and creeds.

* * * rO

According to the Daily News, Mr. Johnston, the
M.P., has written a novel entitled Nightshade.
nightshade it is, and the Rev. Mr. Werd, one
characters, says: “ It was only last week that a
Sunday scholar who had left Popery was placed o
heated bars of a grate, and lighted turf placed r*y Dpil?
till he was almost burned to death.” The “almost n rgQs0
marks Mr. Johnston’s constitutional anxiety to be |
in matters of fact.

1, tjje

* * * afc liil
The genius who tried to elevate himself by 1)1]'inf\jile3€9
bootstraps has found a follower in the Rev. Mr.
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who writes on Jesus as a Higher Critic. Jesus certifies to
Daniel and Moses, and therefore they must have written all
ascribed to them. The Bible is all true because part of it
affirms the authenticity of another part. Such is clerical
logic.
* * *

Mr. A. H. J. Greenidge, M.A., of Hertford College, Oxford,
has put out a monograph on Infamia: Its Place in Roman,
Public, and Private Law. It is curious, to say the least,
that the work of Dr. Emil Reich, Grceco-Roman Institutions
(1890), in which he called attention to the importance of the
doctrine of civil honor among the Romans, is not as much

as mentioned by Mr. Greenidge.
* * *

Mr. C. L. Abbott, of Austin, Texas, whose article on “ John
the Baptist” we reproduce in another column, is bringing out
An Agnostic Dictionary of the Bible, which is .to embody the
results of the Higher Oritioism.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE WATTS-WALDRON DEBATE.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

sir,— 1a the last number of the Freethinker, Mr. John
Wood, secretary pro tern, of the Christian Evidence Society
(Newcastle Branch, | presume), has a letter of criticism re

report of above debate, and in fairness | trust you will
~ake room for my reply.

When Mr. Waldron and his agent (the two witnesses
referred to) called at my office. | showed them that my
report, before being inserted, had been considerably “ boiled
[»own,” and that in consequence of this process the word

practically” had been omitted after the words “ arguments

ere.” With this correction or addition | must adhere to
assertion, in spite of that | took no “ written ” notes the
rst night, only being requested the next day to send
eport; but, for Mr. Wood'’s information, permit me to say |
plenty of “ mental ” notes.
w n M(luctions from ontology and psychology, which Mr.
alclron considered arguments, were but resorts to vocal
pyrotechnics to blind his followers, or, as Mr. Watts said,
~~Physical problems” about atoms, etc., which had
clung to do with the subject of debate. To the rost of
j y report Mr. Waldron took no exception. Mr. Wood says
a “(emitted Mr. Waldron “ was certainly a good debater,”
‘0O blames me for saying one thing and meaning something
j S Mr. Wood has been misinformed. | never said so—it
AM utely untrue—and I meant it when | said that Mr.
aldron was certainly not a good debater. A prominent
«ember of the C.E.S. opined that Mr. Waldron showed a
ijreat lack of perceptive power. Mr. Wood's experience
0 Hers entirely from mine. 1, too, have seen a great number
n secularists, and not one differed from me on this point.
j_*n. Die Secularists Mr. Wood refers to have spoken
ti Ic;dly, and Mr. Wood not noticed it1 Mr. Wood draws
Ok BCerence that Mr. Charles Watts must think otherwise.
y,.n>'or the irony of fate! In the very same number of the
,Jethinker (p. 709) Mr. Watts thus refers to the debate:
p_Qvain do we:loek:for theo.suecessoss.ofosuch.disputants.as
si0. garrison, Dr. McCann, and Dr. Sexton...... they under-
11n °i debate...... Upon whom has their mantle fallen?
Mr @v RO*” Again, in the Freethinker (April 28, p. 261),
inUliIV?tfes. says : “ The rev. gentleman Was no match,
~intually for Mr. Foote. ~Debate is an art, and, in
or!  a person having the gift to master it, practice is
(IGiticj -. Now, it appeared to me that Mr. Waldron was
debat”™illl of these requisites...... as a philosophical
gr teij he is not great. He seemed riot only to fail to
p0 Pche nature of his opponent’s arguments, but also to
1'ntSa Yery limited supply ef his ewn.”
Uan ¥ 7filiiing great regard for Mr. Wsaldron as a gentle-
regrot having been forced into this cor'&espondence.
Caril . Aarstad.

hM’Qca*onot insert any more letters on such a trivial and
ren theme.—e gitor.]

@ How to Help Us.

~your newsagont to tako a fow copies of tho Freethinker and
, £° 8oU thorn, guaranteeing to tako tho copios that
(2) TakQmain un8old.

, an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
(3 L ~ ioauitancos. i . .

, n,.0 a COPy of the Freethinker now and thon in the train, tho
«) 13ig.T- or tho omnibus.

I “ye°r got displayed, ono of our contonts-shects, which aro
5 c°nvoniont sizo for the purposo. Mr. Fordor will

5) Distrih “ 10m on application. )
Puhl" somo of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
* olio mootings, or among tho audionccs aroum street-

c°rnor proachors.
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Christianity.

The fundamental theory of Christianity is false, and it is
surrounded with a mesh of creeds and doctrines and
theories varying from the monstrous to the ridiculous, and
from the truthful to the unreasonable. Christianity, as such,
never rose above persecution ; toleration is not a Christian
virtue. It isalow and debasing falsehood that man was
perfect once, but is now bad by nature and lost without
Christian salvation—a falsehood altogether mean and
contemptible. The morally good and the bad are not
equally lost forever. When this standard prevails, moral
death is certain, and history proves it to the letter. Theo-
logical sophistry cannot permanently prevail over truth.
Real, true men always have loved ana always will love
goodness, apart from theology and in spite of theology.
And Christianity, founded upon the moral teachings of
Christ, has lived, not because of its many theories and
doctrines of salvation, but in spite of them. There is no
more vital moral truth for mankind than this ; not that we
were once perfect, but that we are growing better.

The teaching of Christ is overlaid with creeds. Theology,
insisting upon its rule and catechism, places a yoke upon
our necks which we cannot and will not near. When we are
told that we cannot reason on God's wisdom, and that we
must accept what we find or be outcast, we are mocked,
though with never so honest intent. Our reason is all we
have to guide us, and he who rejects it deserves nothing ;
he has thrown away his only talent.— William P. Hale.

The Only True FishinglStory.

In connection with the fact that the Apostles were fisher-
men, | have said that there never was a fisherman who would
not lie.

A Lexington man, leading his little son, stopped me not
long ago, and the father said that the son had said that he
had “a true fishing story that he wanted to tell Mr.
Charley Moore.” | asked what it was, and the boy said he
had “ been fishing a few days ago and never got a bite.”

That'sright; if | make a statement that is not absolutely
true, | want to be corrected ; but that is the first true fish
story that | ever heard or read. The bigger the fish, the
bigger the lie. The Jonah whale lie is the Biggest one that
was ever told, and | have no doubt that the fish lies in the
Bible have much to do with the distinguished mendacity of
the religion of this country.—Blue Grass Blade.

Not Such an Easy Matter.

A Scotch chaplain was recently appointed to a prison in a
certain town. He was a man who made the most of his
office, and, entering one cf the cells on his first round of
inspection, he very pompously addressed the occupant, and
the following passage occurred :—

Chaplain—* Well, sir, do you know who | am ?’

Prisoner—* No, nor | dinna care.”

Chaplain—* Well, I'm your prison chaplain.”

Prisoner—* Oh, ye are ; weel, | hae heard o’ ye before.”

Chaplain (letting his curiosity get tho better of his
dignity)—* And what did ye hear 1"

Prisoner—“1 heard the last two kirks ye were in ye
preached them both empty ; but ye'll no find it sic an easy
matter tae dae tho same wi’ this ane.”

Pat Got Out of It.

Pat was on his way to church, and on tho road met the
priest.

“ Good morning, Pat.”

“ Good morning, your riverince.”

“ Where are you going 7’

*“ To mass, sor.”

“ Well, Pat, what is the meaning of mass 7’

Now Pat did not know, but he was bound not to let the
priest find it out.

“ The loikes of you asking the loikes of me the meaning
of mass I

“ Now, Pat, tell me, anyway.”

“1 don't like to tell you.”

“ But suppose a Protestant should ask you ?’

“ Oh, I could easily tell him.”

“ WeI”I, I will be a Protestant,and meet you at the next
corner.

So the priest walked away, and met Pat at the next
corner.

“ Good morning, Pat.”

“ Good morning, yer honor.”

“ Where are you going 7’

“ To mass, sor.”

“ What does mass mean ?’

“ Well, if you're a Protestant, it's none of your business.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.

Foresters’ Hall (Clerkenwell-road, E.O.): 7.30, James Rowney,
“ Was Jesus a Reformer ?”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (30 Newington Green-road, Balls
Pond, N.I : 7, Arthur B. Moss, “ A New Age of Reason.” Wednesday,
at 8, public discussion, opened by R. Forder, “ The Passage in Tacitus:
Is it Genuine?”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45,
J. T. Blanchard, “ The New Secularism.” Monday, at 8, entertainment.
Tuesday, at 8, dancing class.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-roull: 7.30,
Robert Forder, “ Pagan Symbols and Christian Imitations.” Friday, at
8, free science classes.

Penton Hall (81 Pentonville-road) : 7, Joachim Kaspary, “ Philo-
sophy or Wisdom.”

West London Ethical Society (Westminster Town Hall, Caxton-
street): 11.15, Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Spiritual Dram-taking.”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
0. E. Ford. “ Science and the Bible.”

Wood Green (Masonic Hall, adjoining the Nightingale Hotel, High-
street) : 7.30, Touzeau Parris, “ Man : Whence he Comes and How ?”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “Is Man a Free
Agent ?”
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30 and 3.30—lectures, weather
permitting.
COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street); 11, Tom Groom, “ What
Socialism Is 7. " The Need of an Ideal in Life.”

Blackburn (Venetian Hall, Darwen-street) :
Charl’8 Warts, “ Secularism and Modern Thought.”

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street): 7, Mr. Dornd, “ Rise
and Decline of Christian Dogma.”

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen's-road, New Brompton):
Sunday-school; 7, W. Heaford, “ The Creed of an Unbeliever.”

Dundee (Tally-street Hall) : 2.30, discussion class ; 6.30, D. F. Gloak,
“ The Decalogue.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brnnswick-street) : 12, discussion—
J.Gilbert, “ The Division of Labor”; 6.30, Anon, a lecture.

HUDDERSFIELD (Friendly and Trade Societies’ Hall, Northumberland-
street. No. 5 Room) : Monday, at 7.45, “ Is it Reasonable to Believe in
God ?”

Hull (Cobden Hall, Storey-street): 7, Mr. Fryer, “ Fiction and Free-
thought.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): Il, G. W. Foote,
“ The Use and Abuse of the Bible  6.30, “ Huxley and Agnosticism.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hail, St. Anne-street) : 11, Charles Watts,
“ Theological Puzzles”; 3, Christian Evidences a Fallacy”; 7, “ Secu-
larism in Modern Thought.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) :
Ernest Newman, “ The Common-sense of Atheism.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near
Grey's monument): 7, R. Mitchell, “ The Christian and Secular View of
Death.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
3. F. H. Hart, “Some of the Country-folk of Thomas Hardy, the
Novelist”; 7, Yorkshire to Pennsylvania.” Tea at 6.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’'s Navigation School, King-street):
7, music; D. Bow, “ What Shall we Do with our Boys ?”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 630, A. Cockcroft, “ The
Best Means of Furthering Freethought.”

Thursday, at 7 30,

2.45,

0.30,

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—November 17
and 24, Bradford. December 1, 5, and 6, Edinburgh; 8, Glasgow; 15,
Blackburn.

Arthur B. Moss, 4t O-edon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—Nov. 24,
New Brompton. Dec. 22, Leicester.

Touzeau Parris, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W.—
November 17 and 24, Wood Green. December 1, Foresters’ Hall; 8, Balls
Pond ; 29, Foresters’ Hall.

Vol.

CRIMES OF (BJYHRISTIAN ITY.

G. W. FOOTE anp J. M. WHEELER.

1., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters :—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds; 6, Rise of the Papacy ;
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

“ The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the
opponents of Christianity.”—O. Bradlaugh, in National Reformer

“ The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct " —
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders-
field Examiner.

“ The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—Ironclad Ane
(U.S.A).

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonccuttcr-street, E.C.
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Freethought Publications.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Biblo Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries, 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World, fid.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Complete, paper
covers, Is. 4d. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, bound W
cloth, 2s.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. . [Written in conjunction with
J. M. Wheeler.] Hundreds of exact references to Standard
Authorities. No pains spared to make it a completo, trust-
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity. Cloth,
gilt, 210 pp., 2s. fid.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Romo or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel oi
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer.’ 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Soarching Inquiry into the Menta
Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstono. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magco 0
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A ReP’
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.

The Dying Atheist. A Story, id. g

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A
in Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.

The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame Blavats t}m

On

3d.

2d.

2d.
The Shadow of tho Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay 0
War. 2d. n

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty doos for tho P°°P
and what tho People do for Royalty. 2d.

Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revisod and largoly ro-vvritlen
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and tho Apple, Id.; ¢) .j;
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Towor of Babel,.
(G Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandcn
Jows, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, id.; (10) God in a Box, 1“-'. ,ja
Jonah and tho Whale, 1d.; (12) Biblo Animals, Id.; (13) Af
Mothor, Id.; (14) Tho Rosurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Cruci
1d.; (10) John’s Nightmaro, Id.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Boing the Sepher Toldoth
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an Historical y ,er.

and Voluminous Notes by C. W. Footo and J. M. y jg

Paper covers, fid.; superior edition, superfino papor, clotlb  *
Biblo Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship and other

Rites and Customs. By J. M. Whooler. Illustrated, s r

papor, 2s. 6d. flld

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All AgesjOth,
Nations. By J. M. Wheolor. liandsomoly bound °
7s. fid. iAth<isti
Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Nowman i(,cOrg®
Brother of the late Cardinal Nowman). With a Preface WI'cC*r
Jacob Holyoake, and a Biographical Sketch by J- M-
Is. fid. _ ~ [ the
Darwin Made Easy. By Dr. Edward B. Aveling, 0
London University. This is tho best popular exi
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttcr-strcct, E-C’
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EEADY.

CONTENTS:—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto

Christian Methods of Reformation

Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith

Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks

Scriptural Praises of Wine

Jesus and the Wine Miracle

The Last Supper

Communion Port

The Two-Wine Theory

Religion and Intoxication
Religious Drinking in the Bible
Water-Drinking Heretics
Christianity and Mohammedanism
Church Drinks

Absurdity of Bible Temperance
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Froothinlcer for constant use against the upholders of the absurd

c'aims of the Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance.

Unanswerable.

No pains have been spared to make it complete and

Price Fourpence.

ROBERT FORDER,

London :

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

Nome CONSULTATIONS—to am. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m., Js. Patients Visited.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

“lains Articles Management of Infancy, . n .
tih— £7;. Dri°k Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
CojJ B*1Ousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and

F Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

* Itch» etc-

f, MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Hair”115 Ancles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the

for .i its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
Couldif n’ for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
~umours  tSWOrra'® Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

(MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IlIl. For Postal Order for is. 2d

tasnil?5. Articles on No More Death, Management of Yonng Children, Un-
Hundr domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
Attract “ears» to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
VaricoclV?r «° n Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Winter r ms’ Eo”s aild Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Mercury Oug”™» Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

CoJfINOAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Milk ~  ~ rt'cles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,

~koninp'  p/. Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical

?ther ArU i onics» Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and

tjG»Ch' L 8 /so ~ure Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or

“erme, " en-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the R‘Joings, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,

Q'h( Sointhe bror ,'STw_ingI[esé, Erysipelas, Ulcer of thé Stomach, Epidemic Influ-
*nca, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

co'tai DI°’AL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

tae AaS Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for

D taai]'J ralmng, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding. Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing

to°°tharh B°'l, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose. Flushing and Blushing,

Eyelids Sor* Mouth, St. Vitus' Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and

wund® p s Tainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, vomiting,
ju ' j_~rns» Scalds, Bruises, etc.

jjy e ive Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9dpostfree.
MEDICINE- For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to
ITS CAUSE AND CURE. Post free for 7d.
CONStVED DIGFSTION. Post free for 7d.
4U ON: ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.
N bound in One Vol postf rtt' 9s'6d°  Send P°Sal Order*
A Bofi*FAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.

K FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
~nxunications to be addressed to—
4 * DR. T. R. ALLINSON,

-~ /Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.
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COLONEL INGERSOLL'S LECTURE,

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE,

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C.

28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. PULLEN, 15
Chadwell-street, Clerkonwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
the words “ Rendell & Co.” and “ J. W. Kendall " being speciously and
plausibly introduced to deceive the public.
Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

in Tied I nk on each Box, without which None ark Genuine.

Higginson’s Byringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.,
and os. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, la. 2d.
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 fagts, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, silt lettered.
Price It., post free.

*,* In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
pamphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Nco-
Ifalthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to tne Nec-
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Tho Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.
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VERY SPECIAL LINE

OF GENTLEMEN'S
Searboro’

Mackintoshes.

25s. each.

In Black, Navy, Fawn,

and Brown. Give Chest

and Length Measures.

THE FREETHINKER.

November 17, 1895.

VERY SPECIAL
LINE OF

Beaver Cloth,

FOR

LADIES’ JACKETS.

5s. per yard, 54 in.
wide.
In Plain Colors.
Black, Brown, Navy,

Fawn, Myrtle, Peacock.

AGENTS
' 1 Pair All-Wool Blankets WANTED The most lasting and
1 Pair of Sheets in ever BRU NO Fashionable Material for
Lot 11 y ios’ Wi

1 Quilt T i th Ladies' Winter Dresses.
own In e In all the Plain Colors.
- 1 Table-cloth United CLOTH 1/9 per yd. 50 in. wide.

21s. Carriage Paid. i

Kingdom.

CHARLES

A Record of his Life and Work, by his daughter,
TIJVENTY-ONEShIiLLING EDITION.

BRADLAUGH:

Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner.
CONTAINING TEN PORTRAITS.

One copy of the above will be presented to each of the Six Persons (not agents) sending us the largest
amounts for Lot 11 and Bruno Cloth between October 20 and December 31, 1895,
if the amounts exceed £5 from each person.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

PRICE THREEPENCE,
TIE

SECULAR ALMANACK
FOR 1896.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contonts are :(—Notes on the Year, by G. W. Footo ;
A Note on the Calendar, by J. M. Wheelor ; Tho Work of To-Day,
by Charles Watts ; God-Making, by G. L. Mackenzie; The
Bishops and their Wealth ; Information Concerning tho National
Secular Society ; Freethought Work and Organisation ; Lecturers ;
Etc.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE’'S WORKS.

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G. W.

Foote. Is.
Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.

Complete Theological Works, (Including tho Age of

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheeler. ls.j bound in cloth, 2s.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
S Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. Gd. each; upper
or lower set, £1.
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. Gd. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,

Is. ; painless by gas, 5e.

TTIO FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring

SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class
8tyle and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Castle-street, W. (three doorB from Regent-street). Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.

Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

SECOND EDITION. FOURTH THOUSAND.
ENLARGED TO 204 PAGES.
With Hymns by Mr. Tidd Matson and New Preface.

Cloth, Is. Gd.; Paper, Is.

The Christ Has Come.

The Second Advent an Event of the Past. An Appeal from Jurnail
Tradition to the Teaching of Jesus and his Apostles.

By E. HAMPDEN-COOK, M.A.

“ The view expounded in this marvellous work amounts to » jc
revelation. Never in all my life have | read a book of which the
has appealed to me so irresistibly. The author has fully establishO .JC
main position for which he contends. Indeed, in my opinion, no scI® ;Dly
fact and no case in the law courts was ever more clearly and cel
proved.”—A Barrister-at-Lav>.
London : SIMPK1IN, MARSHALL. & CO.

NEW LEAFLETS.

Published by R. FORDER, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E-O-
Price Gd. per 100 ; post free 7d.
WHAT WAS JESUS CHRIST ?
THE BUTTON-HOLER CORNERED. Dialogue.
CHRISTIAN DIFFICULTIES ANSWERED. Dialogue.
THE TRUTH ABOUT FOREIGN MISSIONS.
THE CONSOLATION3 OF RELIGION: A Story.
FIFTY PROOFS THAT THE BIBLE IS NOT INSPIRED-
Also (in preparation) : The Gospel of Despair—Holy Uorr/C (jlir'9
Humor—The Bible God—The Resurrection : History or Fiction—
tianity a Second-hand Religion.

Read “* THE TRUTH SEEKER-”

Monthly, Price Id.

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Nowsagonts to order. Wholosalo, Mr. Fordor-

A VISITING CARDS FOR NOTHING .-v/™i»'
ill chasers of our beautifully-tinted Note-paper ftn* ' 8ple® y
>ur name and address artistically printed. Chaste tints a (he Av
per. Bend eighteen stamjpp, wiith nDtiiiie eitt addressse t

ess, Nuneaton. Post free. No better bargain possible.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-
London, E.O.

Brecb



