Vol. XV.—No. 45.

THE BLACK ARMY.

{Concludedfrom page 689.)

)s a common reply, on the part of its apologists, that
j e Black Army is too much judged by exceptional cases.
the Church of England, for instance, there are only
two Archbishops, and less than three dozen Bishops; and
~hat are these among the many thousand ministers of the
-Hablishment 1 But what is the real value of this
rejection 1 Are not the plums few in every profession 1
many physicians, how many Queen’s Counsel, how
j&any writers make their thousands a year ? The number
s just sufficient to keep the fire of hope alive in the
reasts of the less fortunate; so that, after all, we find the
a*ae commercial law operating in the clerical profession,
*Sgjl operates in other departments of human activity.
lhe critic to whom | referred in my opening paragraph
' serted, as though it were a fact of his own knowledge,
o~tthe Archbishop of Canterbury does not spend a penny
Uh 3 £15,000 ayear upon himself; that it is all expended
n?0n kis diocese, his own wants being supplied by his
j ]&do income. | do not believe this; but if it be true, it
) °Vos no*Bing. One swallow does not make a summer,
It' an urguraent cannot be based on a glaring exception.
cannot be usual for Church dignitaries to subsist on
L Vat? fortunes. Nor is my critic’s suggestion in any way
c’°ncilable with the fact that such immense sums of
on°y have been left by so many Bishops during the
, csent century. | take it that their estates, as disclosed
J . Probate, were partially, if not wholly, built up by
tidngs out of their episcopal revenues; and | say that
(@ ! conduct in this respect is scandalous, when we
°‘nhn ~at Bishops are constantly pleading to laymen
theF°a™  “ tho poor clergy,” and that Jesus Christ told
tr= to feed, and not to fleece, the flock committed to
r charge.
the p?ther objection of the Black Army’s apologists is that
tanit ~ °f England does not comprise the whole Chris-
tian T °* tll0country, and that the Nonconformist ministers
ev@ ,/Qtaken into account. None of these, it is said—not
Hit 1 highest—is paid five thousand a year. | dare say
~think it probable that they take all they can get.
8a . °f the luckiest Dissenting ministers in America have
is jJAd5running into four figures. Dr. Hall, of New York,
Ta] I)°rted to bo in enjoyment of (£8,000 a year. Dr.
Tlabe ° took a very largo salary at the Brooklyn
coracle, With freedom to make as much moro as ho
and ,i- Writing and lecturing. When he visited England,
hig ~ Iscoursed for Christian bodies, he never opened
for less than £50 a night. Surely it is

ehritio tor €€ gﬁytcnlnjg but commercialism in such
£1>00 nS advocacy. The late Mr. Spurgeon was paid
jye a Aear, in addition to tho revenuo accruing from

Ives jnnsiVe sale of his publications. Dr. Joseph Parker
0,a ano houso and keeps his carriage. Evon tho

t “olVe f Provincial minister, liko the Eev. A. J. Berry,
> PubbVi mPt°n, is far from despicable. This gentloman
] uthis * y called mo “a professional infidel.” | roply
ectUrer8 ?a exceeds tho earnings of all tho “ infidel”
nty F J! this country put together. Of course thcro are
bt aro h- onconformist ministers with very small stipends,
(Qd stin J?r° not plenty of ill-paid doctors and barristers,
»n Or° of journalists ? Tho law of supply and

~Aatos inall professions. Tho clericals may ot
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get as much as they desire, and indeed they were never
heard to say they had enough ; but they obtain all that is
possible in the existing state of the market.

I may be told—in fact, I have been told—that the salary
is not everything to the members of the Black Army. |
never said it was. They have tastes and inclinations, like
other men, and prefer to earn their living in that way.
What tickles my risibility is the pretence that they are
“ moved by the Holy Ghost.” They are really “ called ”
by the motives which lead men into other professions.
When a man already in holy orders receives a “ call,” in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it is to a more lucrative
or eligible situation. The farce which is gone through on
such occasions is sickening. When a clergyman leaves
a poor living for a richer one, he solemnly declares that he is
directed thither by the third person of the Trinity. Every
man of sense knows this to be a hypocritical falsehood. Nor
is the case any better among Nonconformists. A minister is
invited by a neighbouring or distant congregation; the
stipend is higher, and the church more famous. He cannot
give an immediate answer, for it would look too much like
a mere business transaction. He says he will consider it,
and consult the Lord, and pray to be told what he should
do. Meanwhile he makes inquiries, the negotiations con-
tinue, and perhaps his old congregation makes him a
tempting offer to remain. When he has thought the
matter out and come to a decision, he finds that he has a
clear call from the Holy Ghost; and when he preaches his
farewell sermon, he does not say that he has accepted a
better situation, but that he is going to a wider sphere of
usefulness.

Many years ago a friend of mine was a member of a
Congregational Church at Manchester. The minister was
an attractive rhotorician, and was known to be comtem-
plating a career in London. His congregation wished to
retain him, and money was raised to purchase him a house.
Subsequently a fresh bribe had to be put in his way.
Anothor house was purchased for him, and a handsome
cheque was presented to him in the vestry. The man of
God pocketed the cheque with great complacency; but he
could not tell the deputation whether he would stay with
“ his old church ” or go to London. He would have to lay
the matter bofore tho Lord. A week later he said he had
been told to go. But ho did not return the cheque, and
within another week the house was advertised “ to be
sold.” My friend thought the church was sold too. It
was a lesson to him for life. He has understood the Black
Army ever since.

English history furnishes a colossal illustration of the
worldly, mercenary motives of the Black Army. During
tho sixteenth century England was converted, reconverted,
and converted back again; and it was all done with the
high hand of temporal power. Henry the Eighth quarrelled
with tho Pope, repudiated his spiritual supremacy, and set
up an independent Church. Under his successor this
Church was made definitely Protestant. The reign of
Edward tho Sixth was a short one, but during that"brief
period tho Prayer Book was drawn up and ordered’ to
be used in all churches, under penalty of fine, imprison-
ment, banishment, and finally death. The Church officials
declared that they were moved in this matter by the Holy
Ghost. But soon after, when Mary came to the throne,
they kicked out tho Prayer Book, and declared that the
Holy Ghost had nothing to do with it. Once more the
English Church became Catholic, and the Protestant clergy
turned right about faco to keep their livings. Only a
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hundred and twenty, out of about thirteen thousand, had
the honesty to stand by their convictions. Elizabeth
succeeded Mary, the English Church went back to
Protestantism, and the glorious Reformation was a
standing proof of the ease with which the pulpit can be
turned by those who have power over the bread-and-
cheese of the clergy.

Let me conclude with afew words on the function of this
Black Army. Our red-coats have to fight a visible, tangible
enemy; they shoot, and they are shot at; they Kkill, and
they are killed. Many who are not killed are wounded,
and bear about them the scars of combat. But the
Black Army fight an enemy who is intangible and
invisible. They fight the Devil. This personage' was
once a grim reality, at least in the imagination of
believers; but he has sunk into a comic figure, and is now
laughed at as a bogey. Nevertheless, the Black Army

survives. It is engaged in fighting “ Sin.” But what a
ridiculous notion it is that sin can be put down by
preaching. The Black Army should be disbanded, and

the money it costs be expended on the secular improve-
ment of the people. G. W. FOOTE.

FOLK-LORE RESEARCHES.*

Under the title of “ Virgin Births,” | wrote in the Free-
thinker of September 1st a brief and superficial notice of
the first volume of Mr. E. Sidney Hartland’'s Legend of
Perseus, dealing with “ The Supernatural Birth.” The
opinion there given of its merits has been more than con-
firmed by the second volume, dealing with “ The Life
Token.” When | say that | think the work worthy to be
placed beside those of Dr. Tylor and Mr. Frazer, no higher
expression of commendation is possible. Consciously or
unconsciously, the anthropologists who deal with compara-
tive folk-lore and mythology are exploding, by explaining,
the Christian legends and superstitions, and the increasing
attention given to these subjects is a gratifying sign to the
Freethinker.

Mr. Hartland is a prince among folk lorists. He has all
the popular sagas, fairy tales, customs, and superstitions at
his fingers’ ends. He deals with them as a scientist, analys-
ing, comparing, and drawing deductions from them. He
not only notes folk-lore; he explains it. His knowledge is
so extensive, his method so sound, and his judgment so
good that, even where | fancy his interpretation may bo
defective, |1 should be chary of offering another as being
any more certain. We are all perhaps a little too ready
to fancy we can, like the palaeontologist, reconstruct the
past organism from a single bone. But sometimes what is
taken for awing further investigation shows to be a flipper.
The highly cultured anthropologist usually errs because he
cannot descend to the level of the peoplo whose minds he
interprets. Hence we have such an able man as Mr.
Andrew Lang bamboozled by a trickster like Eusapia
Paladino; and doubting whether such a custom as the droit
da Seigneur ever did exist anywhere. If Mr. Lang would
inquire in India, he would find that Kulin Brahmins have
exercised this right within recent times. Mr. Hartland’s
remarks on the sin-eater have excited controversy in the
Times. To find among civilised peoples instances of eating
off the body of the dead, and to connect it with cannibalism,
is sure to elicit repudiation from those whose local
patriotism is affected. “ Such things never occurred—at
least, not in our country.” | do not scruple to say that
not only has Mr. Hartland maintained his point, but that to
the student of human evolution the custom has as natural
a place as Las the hipparion between the anchitherium and
the horse. So in former times has boon challenged what I
call “the nobly ridiculous custom of the couvade,” the
laying in of the man when the wife has a child, though
there is abundant evidence of the custom in many parts of
the world. It is just such peculiar fossils and transitional
links that our author sees the value of to the student of
human evolution, and his investigations of them are
characterised by patient and thorough research.

Every page of The Legend of Perseus is full of apt
illustrations. To the Freethinking evolutionist it may
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appear that Mr. Hartland gives a superabundance of evidence
where a few select, concise instances might suffice to carry
conviction. But it must be remembered that so rapidly
are savage races being extirpated, so swiftly peasant lore
and custom being obliterated, that it is most desirable that
all bearing on human evolution shall be recorded ere it is
too late. Moreover, the case presented does undoubtedly
gain by the selection of agreat variety of instances gathered
over a wide area. Mr. Hartland well says: “ Distance in
space counts for naught where we are dealing with similar
conditions of culture.”

Mr. Hartland has, indeed, wandered far from the classical
story of Perseus ; but he has remained throughout close to
those root ideas and institutions which have been of
supreme importance in human evolution, and which to me
alone give interest to the old legends. The titles of his
chapters may indicate this. They are : The Life-token in
Tale and Custom; Witchcraft, Sympathetic Magic; Witch-
craft, Philtres, Preventive and Remedial Leechcraft; Sacred
Wells and Trees ; Totemism, The Blood Covenant, Customs
Connected with Saliva; Funeral Rites; Marriage Rites;
The Couvade, and other illustrations of the Strength of
the Blood-tie.

In two of the subjects Mr. Hartland has taken up in this
volume he has anticipated two chapters in my Footstepsj of’
the Past—viz., on “ Totemism ” and “ Sympathetic Magic-’
Both of us are indebted to Mr. Frazer's Golden Bough, and
| frankly recognise my superior in Mr. Hartland as well
as in Mr. Frazer. Mr. Hartland does not go quite as fully
into the question of totemism as | do; but with the allied
subject of animal worship he will have another opportunity
of dealing, if he chooses, when treating of Perseus and the
Dragon. The importance of animal worship, and allied
belief in transformation into animals, is not even yet suffi-
ciently allowed ; while, if my contention, that totemism led
to the domestication of animals, is correct, it was a chid
factor in the transition from savagery to barbaric civilisa-
tion. The importance of “ sympathetic magic,” too, can
scarcely be exaggerated. It lies, as | think, and as | have
endeavored to show, at the very root of the Christian
legends, as well as of the Christian sacraments, the '@
explanation of which may be gathered by careful readers °
Mr. Hartland's work.

On several points Mr. Hartland is more orthodox than
myself. When, for instance, ho finds a close parallel to
the story of Perseus told by an illiterate peasant woman
in Tuscany, he is content to say “ it may only date as
popular tale from the revived Paganism of tho fifteen
and sixteenth centuries.” | hold that such Paganism 'v*
never dead—nay, Mr. C. G. Leland, in his Etruscan Boma'
Remains in Popular Tradition, proves it is living still, thong»
in underground fashion, at the very seat and centre
Christendom. Le Livre du Valiant Perseus, 1572, sho
that the Christian Church was then still accommodate»
its fables to tho more ancient ones of Paganism. 1
the untrustworthy—nay, fraudulent—character of ea j
Christian literature and ecclesiastical history is known,
will bo seen that the true history of the suppression »
Paganism and its amalgamation with Christianity has >
to be written, and it is writers like Mr. Hartland,
Frazer, and Mr. Leland who are supplying the materia -

Speaking of the custom of dropping pins into wel
Easter, Mr. Hartland says (p. 231): “ The pins must
been intended, as elsewhere, to unite the thrower wit ~»
god. And the custom may accordingly be supposed 9
a periodical union with the divinity, removed under g
tian influences from the day of the Pagan festival (Pel 'j,.”
May day) to the nearest great feast day of tho Ghu
1 feel sure, if Mr. Hartland will look into it, ho wi N
that Easter was quite as much a Pagan festival ns et
day, the one celebrating the spring of vegetation, the
the bursting of blossoms. Tho determination of ‘S JUty-
tho moon is itself indicative of its pre-Christian an 1 tjje
Mr. Hartland has been at great pains to determm
meaning of dropping pins in wells, fixing nails m
temples, and statues of tho gods. | do not qualLl0 slich
his explanation. Yet is there much to bo said
customs, being rather reminders than processes ® pied
union. A nail knocked in fixes a thing. It may thus >”jo0Od
fo flao later senlidg bf a bond, lteeif A Slirvivill B« ~.L
eovenanting. | would suggest, too, tho possibility t
employment of Brahmins as sin-oators may bo mere }
a safe receptacle may be found in tho holy bodies o
fivite-born men, sihce there is a still disep-s&atet SURY®L
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In India that, if a person’s body is eaten by awild beast, he
becomes transformed into the beast that eats him.

With the main conclusions of Mr. Hartland | am in
pntire agreement. Some of them are sufficiently disturb-
Ing to those brought up to believe that man was created
Perfect some six thousand years ago. If expressed by
myself, they would probably be startling in their heresy;
but Mr. Hartland has a happy knack of mildly suggesting
heterodox conclusions. However, it is time that he was
allowed to speak for himself, and next week | shall offer
Ibe reader several extracts from his remarkable work.

J. M. Wheeler.
(To be concluded.)

THE SECULAR AND CHRISTIAN STANDARDS OF
MORALITY.

( Concludedfrom page 692.)

will be obvious to those who understand our statement
? the Secular standard of morality, as given in our article
ast week, that it is essentially different from the standard
'Unishod by popular Christianity. Orthodox believers do
n°t hesitate to disqualify man’s reason and judgment in
c’usequence of the alleged fall, which is said to have
i°rrupted human nature, and rendered man powerless of
~mself even to “ think anything,” for it is “ God which
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure ”
ﬁl Corinthians iii. 5; Phil. ii. 13). Even faith, which is
e very basis of St. Paul’s Christianity, cannot be secured
/ * an’'s own effort, for “ it is the gift of God ” (Ephesians
ap Here human effort, which is pre-eminently a Secular
600N *s renc’ercfl null and void, as we are told that
(Nation depends upon the will of a supernatural power.
evidently thought this, hence he says : “ No man can
/j ,e linto me except it were given unto him of my father”
chatn V* If, as we contend, the formation of human
staracter rusult3 from the laws of mind and the circum-
p « « that bring them into play, faith in any supernatural
L er 13 not the force that moulds and regulates the
°n'Inct of man.
etc A~ % sa™ about the Golden Rule, “ Do unto others,”
tot’ aS a lactor In Christian morals ; but the injunction is
fQ\ Pec,diar to Christianity, and, moreover, it would be
Wer ere(l °1 no effect if other portions of the New Testament
11® accepted and acted upon as a standard of conduct,
bef °n” (I°es Sir William Jones, in his tenth discourse
L r®tno Asiatic Society, say that he has seen the Golden
ajj® "*‘word for word in the original of Confucius,” but
led Christian writers of more recent date have acknow-
that it did not originate with Josus. The Rev.
8tatesatheson, in his lecture on The Religion of China (p. 83),
UK : “ That Confucius is the author of this precopt is
tianitP«tod’ and, therefore, it is undisputablo that Chris-
Br. r/ “as incorporated an article of Chinese morality.”
year rani also, in his Religions of the World, published last
ifiaturWhitGs, (P- 64) : “ Perhaps the most remarkable
his (Confucius’s) moral code is tho distinct
“bat Qtion °l the Golden Rule. Professor Leggo tells us
@mm,-i°n uc’us understood it in its positive and most
sense, as well as in its negative form, in
6wer Vgj Is usually quoted in the classics.” Thus, what-
a,QUc may bo attached to this precept, it is clear that
"ore a not Indebted to Christianity for it, and it is no
€'bics. °l Christian morality than it is of Secular

uitth ¢ t S rtUnatelT> in the Christian code of morals this
o .T, Uis opposed to many of the sayings ascribed
al(l also to his conduct on several occasions.

,®lost !'T ' wben Jesus says that he came to save only
be thaf$ GBP °l the house of Israel (Matthow xv. 24);

fLbiand c¢“ 8veth not shall be damned ” (Mark xvi); his
(\rtitPes  °, . disciples to “ go not into tho way of tho
h. tthe’Y£ Bnt° any city of tho Samaritans enterye not”
b denjpu i )j “ But hethat denieth mo bqlfore men Shf"i“
cjjbally 0 cforo the angels” of God* (Luke Xil: 9).
djjffUct jt{ . m .harmony with this precept was Christ's
r/t°t be]n<In§ into Jerusalem on a colt and an ass that

It . tenl’in”™ to bim (Matthew xxi.), and his driving out
mercbants with small cords (John ii. 15).

We to reconcile these sayings and doings, upon
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the part of Christ, with the principle of the Golden Rule,
which implies an equality of sympathy for all men.

The standard to which Christians appeal is the New
Testament.  This, however, would be only valuable as
such if the book were free from contradictory teachings,
and if its injunctions were practicable. But the very
opposite is the fact, for both the Gospels and the Epistles
are full of contradictions, which, as the Rev. Dr. Giles
says, “ cannot be reconciled; imperfections that would
greatly detract from even admitted human compositions,
and erroneous principles of morality that would have
hardly found a place in the most incomplete systems of
the philosophers of Greece and Rome ” (Christian Records,
preface, p. 7). In Matthew (xxv.) Christ taught the efficacy
of secular work, and implied that this would secure “ life
eternal ”; but in other parts of the New Testament he
makes belief in him indispensable to salvation (Mark
xvi. 16; John xiv. 6). St. Paul says God “ will render to
every man according to his deeds ” (Romans ii. 6); but he
also says man is saved. “ By what law ? of works ? Nay,
but by the law of faith....... man is justified by faith with-
out the deeds of the law ” (Romans iii. 27, 28). In the
same chapter he recognises Christ and him crucified, and
he adds that, “ if any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye hath received, let him be accursed”
(Gal. i. 9). The “ gospel ” here referred to was St. Paul's
Gospel (Romans ii. 16 ; 2 Timothy ii. 8), which he received
from no man, “ but by the revelation of Jesus Christ”
(Gal. i. 12). Thus the only Gospel in which St. Paul
enjoined belief was his own, and those who did not accept
it were to be “accursed.” No marvel that Professor
Jowett remarks: “ When we demand logical equivalents
and similarity of circumstances, when we balance adverse
statements, St. James and St. Paul, the New Testament
with the Old, it will be hard to demonstrate from Scripture
any complex system, either of doctrine or practice”
(Essays and Reviews, cheap edition, p. 444).

Of what value are statements which are conflicting and
uncertain 1 It is even doubtful, in the opinion of the late
Professor Huxley, whether the Sermon on the Mount and
the so-called Lord’s Prayer were ever preached and prayed
by Jesus. That the Christian standard is defective is
further shown by the fact that few, if any, professed
Christians make tho slightest attempt to regulate their
conduct by it. Its teachings as to the possession of devils,
tho mutilation of human bodies, and the punishment in hell
fire are discarded, and its injunctions as to poverty, dis-
regard of this world, prayer, and special providence are
not believed. There isarapidly increasing number of intelli-
gent people who share the opinion of the late Bishop of
Peterborough, who said : “ It is not possible for the State
to carry out all the precepts of Christ. A State that
attempted to do so could not exist for a week. If there
bo any person who maintains the contrary, his proper
place is in a lunatic asylum ” (Fortnightly, January, 1890).

The Christian standard is not suited to a scientific and
progressive age, inasmuch as it recognises none of the
principal facts upon which the true theory of life and
conduct is based. The law of cause and effect, uniform
natural law, the facts of physiology and of psychology, are
all ignored, and in many instances the very opposite of
those teachings is inculcated by Jesus and his Apostles.
According to this standard, everything is done under the
direction of an Almighty God, who is supposed to rule the
destiny of the human race. And even upon this subject
tho New Testament is not harmonious in its statements,
for it would be extremely difficult to determine from this
book what the ultimate destiny of the race is to be. It
may bo that God is “ not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance ” (2 Peter iii. 9), or
that some were ordained to condemnation before of old
(Jude 4; Thess. ii. 11, 12). It may be that all will be
saved, or that only a few will be chosen (Matt. xxii. 14).
It may be that man’s destiny will be decided, as St. James
says, by works, or, as St. Paul alleges, by faith, and not by
works (Ephesians ii. 9).

Paley argues that virtuo consists in obeying the will of
God for tho sake of everlasting happiness. But, as seen
above, the Christian standard puts the question of future
happiness as a very doubtful one. Besides, how are we to
know what that will is1 It is not to be learnt from the
Bible, for therein are found many wills ascribed to God
which aro contradictory in their nature. Hardly any
crime can be mentioned that is not attributed to the
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Christians’ deity ; how, then, can this book be consistently
claimed to be a standard for human conduct 1 As Shake-
speare says, “ The Devil caft cite Scripture for his purpose.”
If we ask Christians, who accept the Bible standard, for an
incentive to good conduct, we are referred to the promise
of an eternal future; if wo desire to learn about fixed
natural laws which regulate the universe, the Bible gives
us no trustworthy information; and if we seek for
principles that have been verified by experience, how
few, indeed, shall we find in the teachings of Jesus.

In conclusion, we allege that the standard of Secularism
is superior to that of Christianity, because (1) itbelongs to
man, of whom we know something—not to God, of whom
we know nothing; (2) it pertains to the certainties of this
life, not to the conjectures of some imaginary existence
beyond the grave; (3) it involves practical work, not
merely theoretical faith; (4) reason is the highest faculty
we have, and without its exercise no sound conclusion can
be arrived at; even Christians are bound to borrow our
standard when they seek to decide upon the merits of
their own; (5) experience, when allied with reason, is the
greatest monitor we have to enable us to judge wisely as
to the nature and influence of actions; and, finally, what-
ever is useful in the promotion of virtue must be moral.
Our standard justifies the fact that truth, love, justice, and
self-reliance are the emblems of a noble and -cultivated
humanity. Charles W atts.

A SERMON.

My text will be found in Matthew xi. 25, 26 : “ At
that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, 0
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in thy sight.”

It must not be supposed that the babes referred to in
my text meant infants at the breast only; they were the
babes in intellect, the men and women who had grown in
bodily stature, but had developed nothing in the way of
brains; they were the full-grown babes and sucklings, the
mental imbeciles, who were ready to suck in any taffy that
the Lord might give them, without ever asking a reason
for it. If they had developed mentally as well as in
stature, then they would be classed among the wise and
prudent, and not fit subjects for the Lord’s revelations,
which were fitted so admirably to the capacity of babes.

Neither Jesus nor his father saw fit to give any reasons
why these babes should be preferred over the wise and
prudent as recipients of such an important matter as the
revelation of God’s will, except the “ even so, Father, that
it seemed good in thy sight ”; but every person of common
sense will have no difficulty in guessing at a better reason
than that. The wise and prudent would be very apt to
ask some questions that might be difficult for Jesus and his
Father to answer. They would require somo evidence that
the revelation was true. Thoy would want to put Jesus
on the stand, and cross-examine him upon his authority to
represent God in such an important matter; for God him-
self being absent—a witness in hiding— his testimony could
not be had. Jesus knew that there were a great many
weak spots in the evidence that the wise and prudent
would be sure to detect, and, therefore, ho thanked God
that he had not submitted it to them. Tho babes—he
had observed—always put everything that was offered to
them into their mouths, without asking any questions.

The wise and prudent recogniso the fact that God himself
has never made any revelation to man. He has never
spoken one word, either oral or written. Ho has never
been seen, heard, or felt. At various times in the history
of the world thousands of different men have come forward
claiming that God has spoken to them and given them a
revelation which they were to make known to men, at
second hand; but God himself has never signed their
credentials, and no one of them has ever produced a scrap
of authority or a tittle of proof of the truth of his revela-
tion. There is a remarkablo unanimity in all of them in
claiming that they must be believed by faith without
evidence ; and this is the reason why tho weak and credulous
“ babes of grace” of all ages are preferred, as recipients of
such revelations, over the wiso and prudent.
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Suppose some one or all of these revelations to be true,
they are not revelations to us, but are only revelations to
the persons to whom God spoke. To us they are only
hearsay, and the confidence that we may have in their truth
must depend upon a variety of circumstances. We must
know something of the character of the person who claims
to have received it, and it must be such as to convince ns
of his honesty and capacity for testing the phenomena that
he calls a revelation. We must know that he is a reliable,
truthful man, who would not tell a lie even though it would
give him wealth, ease, power, and fame. He must be an
intellectual man, in full possession of his normal faculties,
so that he could not be mistaken in what he tells us. Do
wo know enough of any one of the pretenders to rovelation
to enable us to answer in the affirmative all these questions
about him 1

The revelation itself must be, in substance, something
that is not incredible, something that does not contradict
facts that are firmly established by universal experience
and observation of the laws of Nature. It must be some-
thing worth knowing, and not merely a recital of the early
and fabulous doings of a tribe of wandering barbarians
who had not yet developed the capacity to distinguish
truth from fiction. It must be something new, something
that man could not find out for himself in any other way,
and not merely a corroboration of old theories already fixed
in the fancies of ignorant savages. Who can say that any
revelation that has been offered to the world answers ah
these requirements 1

To the wise and prudent it raises a strong presumptipn
of fraud for any one person to come forward with a claim
that he has been favoured above all other men with a
revelation from God, which they are bound to accept with-
out any evidence whatever except his saying so. It worn
be as easy for God to reveal himself and his will to every
man, woman, and child in this earth of ours as it is to do i
to one, and it would go far to establish his pretende
character for goodness if he should do so. It is these pr®
tended middle-men who claim to stand between God an
man who make all the trouble and strife in the world,
they could be eliminated from our midst, and men an
God allowed to settle their differences face to face, withou
any meddling by priests and religion-makers, there wou
be peace and goodwill to men, and to God too, and t
babes would be allowed to develop into wise and prude
men and women, without any superstitious shackles to ke |
them down. J. P. RICHARUSON-

—Independent Pulpit.

(To be concluded.)

MY TOUR IN THE NORTH.

On Monday, October 14, | started on a fortnight's tou j
the north of England and Scotland. During that tim
visited Newcastle-on-Tyne, North Shields, Glasgow, Pais, y
Cupar, Dundee, Edinburgh, and York; held a four mg
debate, and delivered fourteen lectures. .

My debate was with Mr. A. J. Waldron, who
regular lecturer for the Christian Evidence Society-
is a young man of some promise, having a fair com t
of language, and throughout the discussion ho was ~
gentlemanly. It is not for me to give any opinion *
the merits of the debate. We both did our best, a“artjiy

audiences showed their appreciation by very {0.
applauding our efforts. Public controversies, )viI°cSljits,
perly conducted, arc certainly useful in thoir ~gtjan

inasmuch as they stimulate mental activity. A v

gentleman remarked to mo at the conclusion °*/rty.n]diig>
with Mr. Waldron : “ lam not of your way of N
but you have certainly given mo much to think a  jjdfit
never saw tho subjects you have dealt with mm . Over
in which you have presented them. | mustJ AstW
seriously what | have heard these four nights. seri<
principal object of all discussion should bo to indi  earefu*
thought, Secular disputants ought to be exceeding) ncnt3
with whom thoy debate. Reputable Christian 0 kCOWARDL,j
capable of public debating, are now few and ,fr, cOlogica

There are several what tho Americans call ~ [IOtorict®
tramps ” going throughout tho provinces, seeking vQo?
by endeavoring to discuss with Freethoughtrepi® jJimiU

To meet these, however, on tho platform would
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ating and an utter degradation of controversy. In vain do
we look for the successors of such disputants as Dr.
Harrison, Dr. McCann, and Dr. Sexton—gentlemen with
whom | frequently discussed years ago. They under-
stood the art of debate and the courtesy of conducting
Upon whom has their mantle fallen 1 1 know not.
My lectures were all well attended, most of the evening
Meetings being crowded. Under Mr. Foote’s lecture
scheme, | introduced Secularism info Cupar Fife, and held
week-night meetings at North Shields, Paisley, and York.
AU these gatherings were very successful. This scheme |
fegard as the most important advance that has been made
Secular propagandism for many years. It has long
been known that Christians object to pay to hear
"-heir system criticised ; but, when admission is free to our
week-night lectures, the experience of the past few weeks
Proves that they will attend and listen to what we have to
This is what we require, and it is to be hoped that
'he impetus given to our advocacy by Mr. Foote’'s scheme
WIll be supported by all who are in a position to render
practical aid in the dissemination of Secular views. Now
that the scheme is in full force, those who can afford to do
?° should at once subscribe to the fund, which, of course,
B necessary to our success. Writing on October 31 in
reference to my lecture at Paisley, Mr. Gilmour, of
tdasgow, says : “ You may take credit for bringing about
. 6resurrection of the Paisley Branch, which is once more
Inaction. Itis evident that the lecture scheme is going to
car some good fruit.” | have good reasons for believing
hat encouraging results similar to those which followed
ho lecture at Paisley will be seen in other places whero tho
ree lectures have been given. A whole winter of such
i erh will be the most effectual means of spreading a know-
,edge of our principles in districts where hitherto they have
hee'! comparatively unknown. The President of the N.S.S.
,aving devised and put into practice this excellent method,
Revolves upon the members to do their duty by heartily
moperating to make it productive of lasting good,
and Sunday> November 17, | shall lecture in Liverpool,
i .oo the following Sunday in Manchester. If friends
tjj Bolton, Rochdale, Bury, Todmorden, or other places in
, district, can arrange for a lecture on any evening
Lhi”0L1 'hose two Sundays, | shall be pleased to visit them
lo i Foote’s scheme. Tho only expense which the
tisv *r'ends will have to bear is the hire of hall and adver
IEEn& and to meet this they can have a collection at the
ho«. re>  Rhe-admission must besfree. | shall be glad to
from the above towns immediately.
t°Ur'P’18 mention one unpleasant incident during my
"def j occurred in connection with that contemptible
brea™der °f the faith,” Walton Powell, who sought to
'‘bat UP,my meotings in Glasgow. | mention this, not
libei ati™ “ nportance is attached to the utterer of the filthy
thinpOri HI0 London Hall of Science, but to warn Free-
atten?rs '° take no notice of him, and, above all, not to
party 018 lectures. He is discarded by the Christian
career 'hose who wish to know his character and
&la$0 jUd send to Mr. H. A. Long, Ingram-street,
Penny '\ ;or a pamphlet written by a Christian, price ono
yOn 0, mo °f Powell's associates attended my after-
%n jn ctlwo at Glasgow and publicly asked mo to meet
do \yiti/e0a'>- Of course, | refused to have anything to
e r SUch a person. A lively scene followed, which
kg man’iWed at night. What took place in tho cven-
V Mr t° Sphered from the following statement written
P. Gilmour, who was chairman of tho evening
Mth}£: “ Just as Mr. Watts had got well under weigh
Nk, | ure Powell himself, wit gang of his ruffians,
a,kén‘élntcocﬁ'e meeting; a_ﬁa_ih%)?m?s;gr?/j]of the afternoon
>irm O\ '*n Hle afternoon a statement-—-——- " when the
feting °n, r°d him to bo silent or to withdraw from tho
~kct. gL ~Nis order was repeated threo times without
/oulg uj Oon’ soeing that nothing short of summary action
enable g t!10caso>'bo chairman gavo tho order for tho
p e°ted x.PMdon of tho disturbers. This was speedily
"re. serious troublo, although somo of
fr resi arrdjs’ offered stubborn resistance, and Mr.

thn bis lccturo amid echoes of Homeric combat
gfairs.” Charles Watts.

ini?ade s in his own image, we have amply returned
ent.—Fontenelle.
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INSANITY AND INSPIRATION.

The work of Dr. Nordau on Degeneration, and, still more,
its criticism by Dr. Cesare Lombroso, raise the old ques-
tion of insanity and genius. Nordau thinks it sufficient
to find evidence of morbidity or neurotic temperament to
set down such persons as Tolstoi, Wagner, Zola, and
Ruskin as degenerate and, therefore, inferior. Lombroso
goes even further in regarding genius as a form of
degenerative neurosis, yet holds that when this neurosis
takes original forms the diseased—that is, the abnormal
— persons may really be superior to the rest of their fellows.
Dr. Lombroso says :—

“ If Nordau picks to pieces in this fashion the works
of the greatest men, it is natural that he should discover
oddities and astounding slips. And thus we see how
easy it is for him to demolish Wagner, Ibsen, and Zola
in contrast with the bourgeois, because of that excess
of originality, of morbidness, which neurosis creates in
them. But this very craziness is aconsequence and proof
of their genius. Instead of suspecting that just because
they were neurotic they were geniuses, Nordau con-
cludes : ‘ They are insane; therefore they are not geniuses’
Thus on one side he wanders from the natural path of
genius, and on the other he ends by sacrificing a large
number of geniuses like Ibsen, Zola, etc., and pretends
that they are inferior to normal men—the mediocre
men whom he does not criticise. What Nordau ought
to have done was to study the insanity of the geniuses
singly, and to set it in relation to their works, so as to
help us to interpret its most original characteristics
and those which deviate most widely from the average,
and to get the explanation of it......

*In Tolstoi's book there are certain strange, and even
maddish, ideas; but among these what splendor of obser-
vation and profundity of thought! And even though
the theory of love developed in The Kreutzer Sonata is, as
Nordau says, a delirious theory, still, when you have
deducted from the book all that extravagant philosophy,
there remains a stupendous psychology of marriage,
though it be a little too pessimistic. And while only
the degenerate, and not normal man, regards love and
conjugal life in this fashion, there is left, nevertheless,
a marvellous picture, albeit of a morbid state.”

Lombroso’s view of men like Tolstoi seems to me
applicable to the religious geniuses of the past. Most of
them exhibited traits which now we must class with
insanity. And yet they have been in many particulars
elevated above their fellows, and even of service to them.
The Hebrew prophets appear to have been the chief
instruments in raising Judaism from a tribal fetishism to a
national religion. Yet they were certainly a cranky lot.
When Saul prophesied, he stripped off his clothes and lay
down naked, whereupon they said: “ Is Saul also among
the prophets 7’ (1 Samuel xix. 24). Ezekiel laid siege toa
tile, and Isaiah, the greatest genius of the lot, walked naked
for three years (Isaiah xx. 3).

Jules Soury and Mr. Foote have made out a pretty good
case from the Gospels for considering that Jesus was
insane. His friends certainly considered so,and endeavored
to restrain him (Mark iii. 21), while tho Jews said of him:
“ Ho hath a devil, and is mad” (John x. 20). Paul tells
the early Christians at Corinth that, if they use their dan-
gerous gift of tongues, “ Will they not say ye are mad ?”
(1 Cor. xiv. 23)—exactly what was said of the Irvingites.

Sprenger and Ireland both hold that Mohammed was
subject to hallucinations. His love of solitude and fasting
would contribute. He heard voices, had interviews with
Gabriel, and went to tho seventh heaven. When ques-
tioned as to his inspiration, ho would say : “ It affecteth
me liko the ringing of a bell, penetrating my very heart,
and rending me, as it were, in pieces.” Deutsch says:
“ Mohammed was epileptic.” Epilepsy the Greeks called a
sacred disease, and those affected are often regarded as
inspired in tho East.

Many of tho saints of tho Catholic Church, and those
tho best of them, were clearly insane. St. Dominic had a
mania for flagellation. St. Francis, in accordance with
his more amiablo disease, preached to the birds, and
even addressed tho fishes as “ little brothers and sisters.”
St. Simeon Stylites lived continually on the top of a pillar,
and St. Eusebius carried a hundred and fifty pounds’ weight
of iron always on his person, and lived for three years in a
dried-up well.

Glorious Joan of Arc.
poor shepherd girl,” who

“ What is to bo thought of the
“ rose suddenly out of the gust,
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out of the safety, out of the religious inspiration, rooted in
deep pastoral solitude, to a station in train of armies, and
to the more perilous station at the right hand of kings "2
She was an ecstatic, heard voices, saw lights. The voices
of St. Catherine and St. Margaret were often in her ears.
She went weeping to the stake, but maintained the reality
of her revelations to the end, and was heard to invoke
Michael and St. Catherine.

Swedenborg, too, tells in his diary that one night in
London, after he had dined heavily, a mist spread before

his eyes, and the floor of his room was covered with
hideous reptiles, such as serpents, toads, and the like.
He says: “ | was astonished, having all my wits about me,

and being perfectly conscious. The darkness attained its
height, and then passed away. | now saw a man sitting
in the corner of the chamber. As | had thought myself
entirely alone, | was greatly frightened when he said to
me : ‘Eat not so much.’ My sight again became dim;
but when 1 recovered it I found myself in the room.”
The following night the same thing occurred. He says:
“ 1 was this time not at all alarmed. The man said: ‘|1
am God; the Lord, the Creator, and Redeemer of the
world. | have chosen thee to unfold to men the spiritual
sense of the Holy Scripture.’” Enough! The ecstatics
of genius were all insane. But this, it seems to me, is no
reason why their utterances should not be taken on their
own merits. For the insane of one generation are some-
times the teachers of another, while the mediocrities, who
pride themselves on their sanity, might often more justly
be noted for their imbecility. Uncle Benjamin.

BIBLE BIRD-NESTING.

(Deuteronomy xxii. 6, 7.)

Tiie world is full of awful ills,
And quacks that claim to cure them ;
It reels beneath the weight of pills,
And patients that endure them.
Shun quacks, and quickly quite quit questing
A cure from them, and go “ a nesting”!

'Tis sad to think ofjthose that die
Who well might still be living,

If only they had known what I,
In God’s name, now am giving :

A cure that cannot fail in testing;

The cure is this : Just go “ a nesting”!

Dishonest quacks profess to cure,
With cheap and simple simples,
A host of ills that men endure,
From broken legs to pimples ;
But God, who never stoops to jesting,
Declares that all are cured by nesting !

In Deuteronomy “ 1 Am”—
See chapter two-and-twenty—
Says : Rob a nest, but leave tho dam,
And you shall live in plenty;
Your constitution shall be strengthened,
And all your life improved and lengthened.

So, steel your heart, and rob a nest,
And all your feelings smother,;

Take eggs or young—'tis God’s behost—
But mind you leave the mother;

And, if the changeless God’s not lying,

You'll live beyond your timo for dying !

This cure is only found, no doubt,
In spring, the nesting season ;
At other times you go without—
Of course, that stands to reason—
But, while you wait till time of nesting,
Jehovah has a chance of resting.

G. L. Mackenzie.

Everyone is born with a nose and five fingers, and no one
born with a knowledge of God. This may bo deplorable
not, but it is certainly tho human condition.— Voltaire.
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ACID DROPS.

Tiie Bishop of Worcester, speaking at Birmingham on
behalf of the Church Extension Society, noticed what
magnificent collections were made on Hospital Sunday*
and remarked that spiritual needs were greater than bodily
needs. The Bishop of Coventry said ditto, and the moral
was “ More money for soul-saving.” It is really astonishing
what a lot of money is spent on this business. No one ever
knew the clergy to have enough. And what have they to
show for the vast expenditure 1 A doctor can produce the
man whose life he saved in a hospital; can a clergyman
produce a man whose soul he saved in a church? It 13
impossible to tell, before the day of judgment, whether any
soul is saved or not; and the clergy ought to wait till then
before they present their bill.

At Holy Trinity _Church, Stratford-on-Avon, the solid
part of the communion is served in wafers instead of bread,
after the Catholic fashion. A much-respected lady member
has protested, but the vicar is obstinate, and tho lady has
to go without “ the body of Christ” or obtain it elsewhere.
We offer her our condolence in this sad affliction.

The Free Church Association at Birmingham will not
include the Unitarians. This is a monotheistic country, hut
it seems to be wrong to worship one god, after all. Itisnot
respectable to have less gods than three, though it isdamn*'
tion to have more than one. We give it up, and try the

fifteen puzzle.

Mr. Andrew Lang, in his “ Protest of a Spooko Folk-lorisb
at the Folk-Lore Society (referred to in our issue for JHL
30), made much of Eusapia Paladino, and remarked-
“ Whatever causes these Eusapian phenomena probably
caused some of the innumerable similar phenomena O
which all folk-lore is full.” Apparently, he thought thes_
phenomena were ghostly, spiritual, or, as they prefer to sa
psychical. But Mr. Maskelyne and Dr. Hodgson, who ha'
seen Eusapia, say it is pure humbug and trickery.
believe they are far more competent judges than Mr. I*.’
or Mr. Lodge, and venture to think that humbug is »t
bottom of “ innumerable similar phenomena.”

A good instance of how the old, old story gets doctored
in transition to another race is given in the Popular bcl'. B
Monthly, by Abby L. Alger, from an old Penobscot 1“* jjis
who made the Lord God take a back seat compared to
own. God, he said, made Adam outof earth, but he dm
make Gluskabe (the Indian God); Gluskabe made hum”
out of tho dust kicked up at the creation of Adam. 1jje
God consulted Gluskabe about making the rivers.
proposed that they should run up one side of the eartji
down the other; but Gluskabe said, No, they must ai
down one way. Then tho Lord asked him if of
should lie still. No, he answered, it must rise and »Ajj;
else it will grow stagnant. How about fire ? asked ic
shall it. burn always 1 No, again said Gluskabe ; "VUjng
seems fortunate that the Lord had him at his elbow a ¢3e
the work of creation, or things might have been even

han they are.

One of our Manchester friends, Mr. William WestweH,
raitod on by a deputation of tho Armenian Committee! 9
ranted him to give a subscription. lie forwarded tnyolUd
heque for one guinea, with a letter stating that ho Y ,ere
iave been happy to give more, but his own party, thO

owntrodden in Christian England, and they ned,
;rst claim upon him.  Mr. Westwell’'s cheque was re  00iy
nd he was told that his letter was “ an insult.” 0 fof

aeaning we can attach to this is that it is a cn¥” fo*
lohammedans to oppress Christians, but quite 1Vcriitr)
Christians to oppress Freethinkers. Somehow, if y°u
Christian, you are pretty sure to find a bigot.

Mr. Athelstan Riley has undoubted leanings to'varg\S dD
lerical profession. Apropos of a recent debate jak0
Ichool Board, he must have regretted his neglecV rikilV
loly orders if he read, among the ecclesiastical”™ Vfe t J3ircl
wt week, the appointment to tho rectory of wr
vith Little Bircn Essex.”—Echo.

Alderman Wallond, of Maidstone, was a charitakj®
according to a local paper, ho gave financial aid e ci'ej
o twenty aged persons, without inquiring int0.* jje; alL
r politics. But good men, like bad men, have to' \icu
/lien Alderman Wallond came to be buried , urcb- @
efused to allow the coffin to be taken into the ,
.ppears, however, that this act of bigotry waSnOt a

he deceased had been baptised, though ho va3 |,
nunicant. The Archbishop of Canterbury is st rc,rmed’l --
mdmittod that Canon Dyke, the vicar, made a awL
nistake. But a “ mistake ” of this kind is worst

ake. Charity should be strained, rather tlia
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when people are standing with lacerated hearts over their Jor anyone else endeavoring to interfere with anyone coming

dead.
apriest 1 .

The Rev. Sydney Fleming, of St. James’s, Croydon, is
candid enough to state that he does not want people in his
church who only put a paltry sum in the collection-plate.
He says people can have no fear of the Lord unless they
support his ministers. _

Judge Tourgee says that, in the first eight months of the
present year, there have been 140 cases of negro lynchings
in the United States. Some of them were quite as atrocious
as the recent roasting alive at a slow fire in Texas. We
should think that the amount of zeal displayed by American
missions to heathens might be better directed towards a
mitigation of barbarism at home.

The prosecution of Seventh-Day Adventists in America
has its counterpart in England. The International Tract
Society is a body of Bible believers who hold that the com-
mands given to Moses in respect to the Sabbath were never
abrogated by Jesus, and that Sunday is as much a Church
institution as the Mass. It publishes literature enforcing
its views, and acts up to them by closing its place of business
on Saturday and opening it on Sunday. Mr. Blowden, the
Clerkenwell police magistrate, has fined the society £44 on
fourteen summonses. These good Bible believers are thus
m a fair way to be ruined and imprisoned by their adherence
to the words of their fetish book. Verily we live in a
Christian land.

»JrKER irmingham Daily Argus is printing a correspondence
on Why Working Men do not Go to Church.” Some say

oe men of God live too well, others that they think too

much of themselves, others that they are too fond of calling
verybody-infidel” who differs from them, others that they

trfu m stronfZly enough for “ Bible truth.” The real

trUt 119 ihafc People have always had to be brimstoned and
eacled into religion; and now that the brimstone is dis-
Ppeanng, the treacle alone is not efficacious.

W Babbington gives his experience in the Birmingham
aUyArgus.. Till recently he was a Sunday-school teacher.
of6é vabstruck by the contradictory accounts of the death
Judas in Matthew xxviii. and Acts i.,, and asked the
mister what was the explanation. He was told it was a
tu MP1On sucl' as an infidel only would ask. This led to
tif i°r research, and the result that he cannot conscien-
°Usly take part in either church or chapel.

J h e Argus devotes a leading article to the case of a dread-
ui swindler called Hart, who has been sentenced to five
iijirs Penal servitude at the Birmingham Quarter Sessions,

oriabitual swindler in his Birmingham business,” it
q serves, he was the pattern of religious virtue at
\ ?n* Tie was a familiar figure in Olton parish church,

ten?16 he worshipped with apparent fervor.” Our con-
.mporary adds, with keen sarcasm, that “ he is not the only
~ eus man who has fallen a victim to an uninvited scrutiny
hi Us conduct where he did not think the application of
religious principles necessary.”

Gladstone has curious notions of Providence. In his

n letter to Madame do Novikoff. he speaks of “-the
hird™~md Sultan, whom God lias given as a curse to man-
ajjij. \. 1l this be true, it should put an end to the Armenian
or at least turn it into a fresh channel. God
2,.]Phty is the responsible party, and Lord Salisbury should
1P a strongly-worded remonstrance. Meanwhile the
iusf't ¢, d Sultan”—on Mr. Gladstone’sown principles—can

ffy himself by saying, “ | am the curse of God.”

he??" TVinifrido's miraculous well has been doing such good
has n6SS That the landlord—the Holywell Urban Council—
,Even miracles, when they are regular,

uQder the laws of political economy.

Ti -
thro phief Constable of Walsall has made himself obnoxious
tfarl 8hout the town by a series of petty persecutions of
local ;V60ple for keeping open their shops on Sunday. The
other*6Press has a good article upon the subject, and, if
refu = tradespeople follow the example of Mr. Card in
oontirf8 1° Rive any undertaking that they will not
gettiy 1° °lDon, the police authorities will probably soon
r°d of the publicity awarded to their pious zeal.

¢ 1'l0Rev. H. Chapman is well known as a philanthropic
O Toyman in jjOndon. Mr. Denman, the magistrate
Ghrit?>- °th Police Court, however, does not approve of his
tow;,Utl ways. Ho said Mr. Chapman took upon himself
lhat n6 1° the witnesses asking them to stop away in order
Mth ti case might lapse. It was an attempt to interfere
>orlf.: 'e course of justice, and anyone who reflected for a
If anl *?lust s°o0 that it was a most improper thing to do.

y other caso was brought to his notice of a clergyman

But when did such considerations enter the mind of to the court in the performance of their duties, he should feel

it his duty to report all the facts to the Home Office.

A correspondent of the Daily News says that “ General
Gordon entertained a strange belief concerning the ‘ coco de
mer’ and the islands where it grows. The hero of
Khartoum believed the islands to be the long-sought-for
Garden of Eden, and the coco de mer the ‘ forbidden fruit’
which caused the fall of Eve. The conviction had such hold
on the gallant soldier that he attempted to prove by the
chart of the island that the rivers of the Seychelles corres-
ponded with those mentioned in the Bible.”

The Local Government Board has notified to the Stepney
Board of Guardians that they will not be justified in
adopting the suggestion of Father Highley, that one
foundling out of every four should be brought up as a
Roman Catholic. The inference is that all_children the
religion of whose parents cannot be ascertained must be
brought up in the tenets of the Church of England.

It is found that several children’'s games represent once
solemn ceremonies and religious rites, and it is suspected
that a usual course for effete institutions is to descend to
children. Perhaps this may explain the crop of boy
preachers that have recently sprung up in America. These
are now said to be outdone and outshone by a girl preacher
named Clarette Avery. Clarette is only ten years old, and
has already brought many (chiefly darkies) to the feet of
sweet Jesus.

Professor G. D. Herron, of Grinnel College, lowa, says :
“ Our boasted liberties were not born in the faith of our
Puritan fathers, but of the Atheism of France.” However
he may intend it, he is stating simple fact.

It was festival day in a certain small country church in
Warwickshire, and the choir wereindulging in the luxury of
an anthem which they had been assiduously rehearsing for
months past. A bold start was made, but, after riding
rough-shod over piano and forte passages alike, the vocalists
came to asudden stoppage, and, the bewildered organ-blower
forgetting his duties in the general discomfiture, there was
an awkward pause for the space of half a minute. The
clergyman, a man of resource, thereupon sought to engage
the congregation in prayer, a move which the elderly and
somewhat privileged clerk approved by remarking, sotto
voce, “ Aye, parson, let up pray, for I'm dommed if we can
sing "—Birmingham Daily Mail (October 26).

Captain Ayres says in the Cosmopolitan: “ Russia still
refuses to accept the Gregorian calendar, and has the satis-
faction of being a dozen days ahead of the whole world, and
is constantly increasing the lead. If the empire and its
conservatism endure long enough, Russia’s Christmas and
our Fourth of July will occur on the same day. This is the
most transcendent case of old fogyism I know.”

The reason for the objection is, of course, that the people
would be disturbed in the celebration of their religious
festivals. Western Europe had got ten days out in its
reckoning before the Pope sanctioned a reformation, and
even after the Papal Bull was issued in 1582 the Protestant
countries resisted what they called a papistical invention
for more than a century, and when the change was adopted
in Fngland in 1752 some people thought they were being
deprived of so many years of their lives. In the Secular
Almanack for 1896 Mr. Wheeler has given an account of the
various methods of time calculation, and of how they illus-
trate religion.

Messiahs are plentiful in America. The latest craze is
about Francis Schlatter, an ex-shoemaker, whose portrait is
given in The lllustrated American. He wears his hair long,
parts it in the middle, and arranges it a la portraits of
Jesus Christ. The resemblance at once turns him into a
Faith Healer, and he goes about followed by crowds, some
of whom look on him as a new incarnation.

The veracious Acts of the Apostles (xix. 11, 12) tell us
“ God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul : so
that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs
or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil
spirits went out of them.” Sclilatter outdoes this. His mail
reaches from three to five hundred letters per day. Hand-
kerchiefs from all over the continent come to be blessed.
These, Schlatter claims, will do what his touch will for those
who have faith in the Master. Of course, many claim that
they are cured. What drug or nostrum is there that cannot
claim to have healed by faith 1

The Rev. Myron Reed, of the Broadway Temple, Denver,
acclaims Christ Schlatter as a confutation of llume. But
so many have confuted Hume without even taking the
trouble to read him. The “ miracles” said to have been
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performed at the tomb of the Abbé Paris, to the evidence
for which Hume appealed to show the unscientific character
of such testimony, were far more wonderful than the healings
reported of the new Messiah.

The Rev. J. B. Hawthorne, of Atlanta, U.S.A., is scandalised
by the wheelwomen. *“ Recently,” said Mr. Hawthorne, “ a
great religious convention in an Eastern city concluded its
exercises by a bicycle race on the streets between seven
hundred men, women, and preachers. Could anything less
than a personal devil have instigated such a performance 7’
It is so customary to give Satan the credit for all progress
that we do not wonder at Luciferans declaring that he
rather deserves to be worshipped than his divine antagonist.

The Dublin Evening Herald, in a leader commenting on
the Bishop of Down’s claim for a University, “ exclusively
Catholic,” in Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and Galway, points
out that four such provincial institutions would be more
under the complete control of the bishops than a common
university, and they would be likely to swamp the institu-
tions which, without any State act, have maintained higher
education.

On the coffin of Horace Thatcher, the gentleman’s servant
who jumped into a pond at Furze Hill, near Woking, were
inscribed the words : “ 1 heard the voice of Jesus saying,
Come unto me and rest.” The inference is that, when the
poor boy heard the voice, he concluded to make for the
pond.

Dr. J. A. Spurgeon, brother of the late C. H. Spurgeon,
preaching lately in a Victoria-park chapel, said that there
should be greater belief in pastors as messengers of God.
Of course ! That's what the pastors like. It Hatters their
importance. It also promotes their comfort. A man who
comes on his own account (say) gets a penny ; the man who
comes on God'’s account gets twopence—a penny for himself
and a penny for the Almighty.

The G. O. M. compliments a Scottish clergyman, named
Baxter, on having demolished Wellhausen. This will gratify
the Caledonian man of God, and it will amuse the great
German critic. Mr. Gladstone wants to know how long
Dr. Baxter’s criticism of Wellhausen has been published, in
order to see “ whether he has had the opportunity of reply.”
Really this is too simple for anything. Wellhausen is not
called upon to reply to everybody who likes to criticise
him, ana he has plenty of room for controversy at home
without going for it all the way to Scotland.

While the G. O. M. is seeing his book on Bishop Butler
through the press, it is well to note what a correspondent of
the Daily News says about the effect of Butler on the late
Charles Stewart Parnell. The great Irish leader remarked
that he was inclined to be sceptical when they made him
read Butler for his examination at Cambridge. It is worth
mentioning, in this connection, that it was reading The
Analogy which made James Mill an Atheist.

“ United Prayer,” says the English Churchman, “is the
secret of successful resistance to the encroachments of
Romanism and Infidelity.” At the same time, it mentions
that the Catholics are putting up prayers for the conversion
of England. With Catholics at his right ear, and
Protestants at his left, we should think Jehovah would have
recourse to cotton-wool.

The Catholics want a lot from Lord Salisbury in return
for very little help at the elections. A number of their
papers are asking for a Catholic University in lIreland,
Endowment of the Christian Brothers' Schools, and Mrs.
Meynell as Poet Laureate. Beaconsfield used to say that,
when a Catholic asked for tolerance, he meant supremacy.

At the Church of England Assembly at Melbourne the
Rev. Dr. Torrance gave the following significant notice of
motion : “ That in order to minimise the existing evil of
sweating amongst the clergy of this diocese—(laughter)—
especially in the poorer country districts, it is imperative
that a united effort be made to provide a living wage for
the stipendiary servants of the Church, and to secure, as far
as possible, regular and punctual payment of the same.”
Pity the poor sweated clergy.

All Saints’ Church, Norfolk-square, was burnt down in the
spring of 1893. A new church on the same spot has just
been consecrated and opened for public worship. This time,
perhaps, the “ consecration” will be more efficacious.

Delightful old Dr. Kinns has been giving a series of
lectures at York on “ The Historical Accuracy of the Bible.”
He wound up with Daniel, which sufficiently illustrates his
method. Daniel speaks of Babylonian history and of the cap-
ture of Babylon. Well, from Babylon itself we get accounts of
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its history and of its capture; therefore, all Daniel says
must be true, including the story of himself in the den of
lions and the three Jews unharmed in the furnace of fire.

From the Methodist Times we see that, since 1870, the
Anglicans have doubled their schools, and the Catholics
have quadrupled theirs, while the Methodists have been
stationary. The annual grantto Church schools is £ 2,700,000,
to Board schools £2,600,000, to Catholic schools £ 300,000, to
Methodist schools £198,000. These figures enable every
sensible man to understand why the Methodists want to
regulate religious education in the Board schools.

“We can never forget,” the Methodist Times says, ‘' that
the real leaders of the Socialist movement on the Continent
are bitter and aggressive Atheists, equally opposed _to
Christian truth and to Christian morals.” “ Christian
truth” is good, only it begs the question. Atheists call it
“ Christian falsehood.” As for “ Christian morals,” the
Atheist prefers the substantive without the adjective.
Was it not Dr. Johnson who said that the adjective is
always the enemy of the noun? It certainly is so 1
this case.

Mr. Grant Allen has done good work for Freethought and
general progress, but we regret to see that he is becoming
too self-conscious. “ This is a Hill-top Novel,” he says of a
new book of his. “ I propose in future,” he continues, 1J°
add the words ‘ A Hill-top Novel ' to each one of my stories
which I write on my own account, simply and solely for the
sake of embodying force of my own opinion. Whenever,
therefore, the words ‘A Hill-top Novel’ appear on the
title-page of a book by me, the reader who cares for truth
and righteousness may take it for granted that the booK
represents my own original thinking, good or bad.” Thbi
reminds us of persons who have two standards of truth--one
on oath, and one without it. In any case, the public bav
nothing to do with Mr. Grant Allen’'s motives in writing)
whether it be to make money, or to satisfy himself, or to
promote certain principles ; and if Mr. Allen goes on talking
so much about his motives, his novels will become sermons,
which people will not read for the mere sake of truth an
righteousness.

We put this question to Mr. Grant Allen: Can he
imagine Shakespeare, or even Shelley or George Meredith’
hanging out a notice : “ Dear friends, listen to me now ;
really in earnest this time ; and you may always take bl
seriously when you see this announcement ”?

Dr. Berdoe, the well-known Browningite, is stated to b*
been converted from Agnosticism to Christianity by
of the poet. How amusing, when Browning declared tn
he was not a Christian himself ! We have not read
Berdoe’'s new book on Browning as a Christian teach
but, judging from the review of it by “W. A.” (Wild
Archer ?) in the Daily Chronicle, it is a very washy Pr°a
tion.

How religion asserts itself when people are frighten®".
During the recent earthquake at Rome a rush was mad jg
the churches, which were soon filled with excited cio.]
praying for mercy. It was an old Roman poet who
that fear was the first creator of gods. And he was rig

Considering that the Pope is God’s vicegerent on ear
is very curious that the earthquake—which, of course,
sent by Providence—gave the Vatican a good shaking) ,
did not disturb the palace of his enemy, the King of I*

The Pope, however, will find consolation in the large tje
tributions that are flowing in to him from all parts »
Catholic world. Lastyear’sreceiptsfor the Propagation™.?,
Faith amounted to more than six million lire, half o* :lpd
came from France. To quote Shylock, it is a good ajl
sum ; enough to make the old man of the Vatican sm
over his face

ch the'r

The parsons of Simon’s Town, Cape Colony, with
hands of paupers, and resolutely refuse to bury "be“1 jrote
out fee. The duty of burial falls on the resident mag
Of such are the kingdom of heaven !

Mr. Tom Hough, the leader of the Denaby Main R Of|V
men, who are ouht onbstrlke seems to have rea(IjI the ~ iic]
some time oy other, but to retain a vague recolle tl Eer
confents. i é}'lejll RIS IRgent be re ,[C‘
to the strike of the Jews against
the biggest on record, as forty-two million »u
engaged in it. Someone in the meeting exclaime >t tjid
but Mr. Hough replied, “ Yes.”
Bible arithmetic was comical ;
still funnier.
teacher.

' sal

We always tho hgMei g\
but Mr. Hough ,y .scb°u
He would be an amusing Sund j
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Sunday, November 10, Alexandra Hall, Hope-street, Sherlock-
street, Birmingham : 11, “ Religion in the Light of Science”; 3,
“ Life, Death, and After”; 7, “ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live?”

November 17, Leicester.

December 1, Bradford; 22, Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

N R. Charles Watts's Engagements.—November 10, Newcastle-
on-Tyne ; 11, Stockton-on-Tees; 17, Liverpool; 24, Manchester.
December 1, Wood Green; 15 and 22, Foresters’ Hall.—
All communications for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (if a
reply is required, a stamped and addrossed envelope must bo
enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
eDenton.—Freethinkers will get no more consideration from
Politicians than they can extort.
oxsistency.—Mr. Foote will be happy to pay Hull another visit.
Why are the local “ saints” so quiet? If a hall cannot be
obtained on the system of charging for admission, let us admit
rhe people free. Anything is better than stagnation, and Mr.

j reoto is prepared to take all risks.

e | ulton, in sending another subscription to Shilling Month,
says : “ | am sorry to see only small sums sent. No £10, £50,
or £100. You have to depend on the comparatively poor.”

pL D. Newton.—Transferred as desired. Thanks.

‘e Hardiman.— W e are obliged to you for your good wishes.

' J- H— See paragraph.

« Wilson.—Colonel Ingersoll cannot punish his libellers in
England. The pamphlet you refer to was written by a low-
caste American, who is disowned by his co-religionists.

~W illerby.—Thanks. See paragraph.
known.—Dr. Kinns is simply farcical as a scientist champion-

N InK the Bible. We have no space to waste upon him.
=Chookson desires to correct our last week’s paragraph on the
liners’ Hall incident. The objection was to letting the place
°r Sunday lectures. It has been engaged for a week-night
ccturo by Mr. Cohen. Tho bigotry of the officials is bad enough,

my ut n°t so bad as we represented.

*Richards (Edmonton).—Mr. Foote is in receipt of your
, VI*ation—which may or may not bo authorised—to attend a
v. uro by tho Rev. Z. B. Woffondalo in your locality, with a
row to offering opposition ; or, failing that, to send a ropro-
ont&tivo. Mr. Foote replies (1) that ho has more important
UBiness than running after Mr. Woffendale, and (2) that he has
* authority to send a representativo to that gentleman’s

Q Meetings.

1 pooKB.—Thanks for cuttings. Glad to hear you are so
P'casod at tho opportunity of hearing Mr. Footo again at

j  rrwingham.

"i D. Dobson, Stockton-on-Teos,
. cturod hero under your now lecturo scheme. Both his
ectures were very highly appreciated. We have arranged
>th Mr. Watts to give us a lecturo on November 11, also

P (ei your scheme.”
bfAATON.—The second part of tho last chaptor of Mark,
y ginning with the ninth verse, is marked in the Revised
Iberfl°n aa not to found in somo of tho oldest manuscripts.

does not appear in either tho Vatican or the Sinaitic It

T °mittod by Tischendorf.

| i HKgo8ts that G. L. Mackenzie should be mado Foot
It § ] with an enlargod salary.

“admr” N— Pleasod t0 know that tho Northampton friends

writes: “ Mr. Cohen has

toy, f °up® couragoand dotormination to koep Froothought
dato if tronL” Mr. Footo will locturo in your town at an oarly

* * «

*>“ can secure him a good, or oven passable, hall.
4. (j Mann.—Thanks. See paragraph.
for fVETT.—It shall bo roprintod in full next week.
0. L™ hls week’s issue.
Something will bo dono at Cardiff shortly.
Daily ,,R«ckived.—Pionoer—Look Times—Post—Birmingham
d—Roforeo—Sheffield and Rothorham Indopondont—
Yerl; ,la Daily Leader—Glasgow Horald—Froethouglit Idoal—
Herald—Melbourne Argus—Truthsooker—Liborator
tLrOllj UInKham Argus—Secular Thought—Freidenker—Bolfast
ba> “S Tolegraph—Yorkshire Post—Fur Unsere Jugend—Do
WqgP:aa<*~-Arbeitor's Fround—Dor Arme Teufel—Open Court—
hrNows—Dublin Evening Horald—Daily Telegraph.

P>rkL”™HK" 80nd us newspapers would enhance the favor by
Passag°a to whicn they wish to call our attention.

h ~air<vib~NOB 8"ou*" roach us not’lator than Tuesday if & Feply
r the t nin 10 curront issue. Otherwise tho reply stands ovor
>CRB v IOWingweek.

~Rosffa- OTIOKs must roach 28 Stonocutter-street by first post
HARSY ' °rt*°n. not Do insortod.
P Do Editor of tho Freethinker should bo addressed to

H*Rs f C'.ttor-8trect, London, E.C.

*>**_ 72 ‘toraturo should be sont to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
VA e TAYROOL BELC.

Im°0 ¢ 2 ? will bo forwardod, diroct from the publishing
D=6d . jr ,°> at the following rates, prepaid .—One Year,
m>-Half Yoar, 5s. 3d.; Throo Months, 2s. 8d

Too lato

THE FREETHINKER.

713

Scale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
expires.

SHILLING MONTH.

Shilling Month is now over, though a few subscriptions
are still dribbling in, and will be duly acknowledged. |
have received (roughly) about £90. This will enable me
to push on with my lecture scheme, though it will not last
long if operations are to be conducted with any vigor. |
shall probably trouble my readers again in the new year.
I will then state what has been done, and | hope the account
will be satisfactory. Meanwhile, | may add that | have
engaged St. James’s Hall for another course of Sunday
lectures in January, and that | am arranging for courses
of week-night lectures in various parts of London.
G. W. FOOTE.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
( Where merely the name is given the amount is one shilling.)

T. Smith; R. Ogilvie; J. Barbour ; C. B. Hyde, 2s. Gd.;
W. Hardiman, 2s.: John Cuff, 5s. ; W. H. Putz; C. Lecoq
and Friends, 5s.; J. Unsworth; R. Richards, 4s.; J. Hawkey,
5s. ; Three Friends, 2s.; M. Messer ; R. S. Johnson ; Garley;
Minerva, 2s. 6d. ; M. L. B.; J. S. Doig, 5s.; J. Walker, 5s.;
J. M, Is. 6d.; D. D., 10s.; L. Sisman, 5s.; Alpha’s Friend ;
Consistency; J. Fulton, 5s.; S. Hartmann, 10s.; C. L.
Daniel, 5s. ; G. J. Holyoake, 3s.

Per Miss V an ceG. Dickenson ; S. Alward, 2s. Gd.

Per R. Forder:—J. Chamberlain, 2s.; “ Edaw,” 3s.; W.
Tipper, 2s. ; J. Denham; J. F. Finn, 10s.; G. F. Wenborn,
5s.; J. H. White; W. Macfarlane, 5s.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote delivered tho inaugural
evening for the Bradlaugh Club and Institute at Balls
Pond, Mr. R. Forder occupying the chair. The hall, which
is of moderate size, though large enough for the locality, has
been tastefully decorated and comfortably seated. Prior to
the lecture Mr. Footo “ named” the baby girl of Mr. and
Mrs. Thompson, of the Wood Green Branch. He also
expressed a hope that Freethought propaganda would
continue to be the first object with the new Club, and that
tho social element, which is always liable to overwhelm the
rest, would be kept in its proper place as an accessory. Mr.
Forder stated, on behalf of the promoters, that this was
exactly the policy they intended to pursue. After the
lecture there was some rather ridiculous opposition, which
had to be taken as one of tho penalties of free discussion.
We understand that Mr. Parris follows Mr. Foote this
evening (November 10).

lecture on Sunday

Mr. Foote has not visited Birmingham since his last
lecture in tho Town Hall. To-day (November 10) he
delivers three lectures in the Alexandra Hall, Hope-street,
for the N.S.S. jBranch, which is now domiciled there. Tea
will be provided before tho evening lecture for friends from
a distance. Mr. Foote hopes to meet readers of the
Freethinker from the surrounding districts.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured to a large audience last
Sunday morning at the Newington Reform Club. In the
evening he spoke to an enthusiastic gathering at Foresters’
Hall. This Sunday, November 10, Mr. Watts lectures three
times at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and to-morrow, Monday even-
ing, at Stockton-on-Tees.

Mr. C. Cohen occupies tho Foresters’ Hall platform this
evening (November 10). Wo hope he will have the encourage-
ment of a good house, and that Mr. Foote, who is responsible
fohthe_ expenses, will have tho encouragement of a good
collection.

It has been decided to publish the Secular Almanack,
issued by the National Secular Society, at threepence. Tho
issue for 1896 will be on sale soon after the date of this
number of the Freethinker. The reduced price places it
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within the reach of all, and, as any profit goes to the society,
we bespeak for it the patronage of our readers.

A f'wdays ago, in conversation with Mr. George Anderson,
we lear it that he had just been in communication with a
friend he had lost sight of for more than forty years, and all
through one of Mr. Putnam'’s letters in the Truthseeker. The
friend in question saw a reference to George Anderson there,
and said to himself, “ Why, that must be my George Ander-
son.” He wrote and discovered that it was, and now they
are “ Dear Georging” and “ Dear Williaming” each other
as though they had only parted yesterday. So strong is
the friendship formed in the god-like time of youth.

Fifty years ago Mr. Anderson belonged to a Young Men’s
Society at Arbroath, and he converted nearly all the members
to Freethought; though the Society degenerated when he
left it, for when he returned some time afterwards he found
them discussing whether an old maid or a young widow
made the best wife.

It was at this period of his life that Mr. Anderson became
acquainted with William Cant Sturoc, who visited America,
settled down there, and so disappeared. The place of his
settlement was Sunapee, in Sullivan county. He was
admitted to the bar in 1855, and is now a respected citizen,
widely known for intelligence and integrity, for liberal
thought and a certain poetic gift which even law has not
succeeded in suppressing. A portrait of him appeared in
the Granite Monthly for December, 1893. The face is keen
and intellectual, with geniality and humor about the eyes
and mouth.

Mr. Anderson asked Mr. Sturoc whether the law over
there was as badly against Freethought as it is here. Mr.
Sturoc replies that there is no State law against selling
tickets or charging a door-fee on Sunday, but municipal
regulations have lately been enforced to put down Sunday
theatricals and concerts. There are occasionally fanatical
outbursts, encouraged by the clergy, against individual
rights” Societies may take and hold property, but the
intention of testators is sometimes frustrated by bigoted
judges.

The Humanitarian League has just issued The Shadow
of the Sword, by Mr. Foote, as No. 19 of its publications.
The pamphlet has been revised and slightly enlarged. It
remains to be seen whether the Press boycott against the
President of the National Secular Society will be main-
tained in connection with this essay in favor of peace. In
any case, it is to be presumed that the pamphlet will find
fresh readers now that it is issued by the Humanitarian
League.

The Weekly Times and Echo calls Mr. Foote’s Shadoio of
the Sword “ one of the most eloquent pleas for Peace” it has
ever seen.

The Rev. W. W. Howard, we see, is occupying some of his
eisure in lecturing on noses. It is an organ on which
clericals should be excellent authorities, for the priests of all
religions have been leading people by the nose from time
immemorial. In the course of his lecture Mr. Howard
figured as a champion of phrenology, which strikes us as
rather curious on the part of one who is so anxious to
establish the soul theory of mental phenomena. However
that may be, we are glad to notice that Mr. Howard takes
another step towards the proposed debate with Mr. Foote.
He sends another letter to the Leek Times, in which he
formulates the proposition he is prepared to maintain. It
is as follows : “That the soul theory—and the soul theory
only—can render a full and true account of the human
mind and all its operations.” Mr. Howard desires Mr.
Foote to formulate a proposition implying some other
theory. Mr. Foote is prepared to do this, but he is not
prepared to include the word “ full” as well as the word
“true.” An account may be true without beingfull—that
is, if full means complete, as most people will understand it.
Science has not said the last word on “ the operations of the
human mind,” any more than it has said the last word on
many other things that are purely natural. Mr. Howard
seems to be very much on his guard, and Mr. Foote may as
well follow the reverend gentleman’s example. Ho will
therefore go no farther than he is justified in doing by
present-day science, for, not being a prophet, he is unable to
anticipate the science of the future. Accordingly, ho
advances the following proposition to be maintained in
debate : “ That the phenomena of what is called the human
mind are but an aspect of man’s organic activities, and do
not imply the presence of a second or spiritual entity.”
This is all that any philosophical “ Materialist”"—if_that
word must be used—is called upon to maintain. It is the
only theory, in fact, which remains when the soul theory
is demolished; and it is expressed in language, not of
popular freedom, but of scientific exactitude
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A recent answer in our “ Correspondents’” column has
caused disappointment amongst the members of the
Lewisham and New Cross Branch. We remarked that “ we
should like to see some lecturing done here”; but it appears
that the Branch has had a great many lectures delivered
during the past year at Deptford, which we did not know was
within the sphere of its operations. Of course, we are very
sorry for the mistake. It is another proof that we are not
infallible. The secretary informs us that the Branch is
much indebted to Mr. James for his services as a lecturer.
All concerned in the local work have had an uphill fight, but
they are now enjoying a considerable measure of success.

The Pioneer, of North London, continues its excellent'
reports of “ Secularism at Wood Green,” devoting a column
to Mr. FordeFs lecture on the Devil.

Mr. Moncure D. Conway lectures at South Place Chapel
this morning (November 10) on “ The Centenary of Paines
Aye of Reason.” A hundred years have elapsed since the
publication of the first part of that brilliant work. The
author paid the penalty of being in advance of his time, but
his revenge has come, for the Higher Criticism is only the
Aye of Reason writ large—and dull.

The Paine Exhibition at South Place Chapel will take
ilace on December 2. It is likely that another one wm
Iollow at the Bradlaugh Institute, Balls Pond, on January 24
Paine’s Birthday.

Mr. G. J. Holyoake, in sending his [Shilling Month sub-
scription, says tnat “ a cold has delayed transmission.” vy
are sorry to hear of the veteran’s indisposition, and hope to
this time he is thoroughly recovered.

Vamadeo Shastri, writing in the November Fortnightly
“ Brahmanism and the Foundations of Belief,” mention
that Christian missionaries in India always employ again
the Brahman teaching and tradition those very argumen
which Mr. Balfour terms rationalistic, “ touching
absurdity of our worships and beliefs, the incredibility o
our miraculous narrative, the want of authenticity of 0
scriptures, and so on.” Sauce for the Hindu goose is s»W
for the Christian gander. Vamadeo Shastri also shows ti
in India they have long had that supremacy of author i
over reason for which Mr. Balfour argues, and, at the sa
time, are untrammelled by definite dogmatic creeds.

Walter F. Reid writes in the November Westminster E (Vjgy
on “ Huxley as Evolutionist,” and contends that Hu*»
was no instantaneous convert struck by the novelty ot »
theory, but accepted it as the only possible explanation
the facts, after full deliberation.

Placing the Passion Play, by Signor Giovani Bovio,

Index has made it popular all over Italy. Miss & "
Zimmern, who reviews the play in the Zukunft, Be ~
thinks this opposition to modern passion plays is c¢h'ely
explain. During the Middle Ages the stage was cnWijsts
under the supervision of the Church. To-day drarn”®
are free from the influence of the priests, whom the ® jjic
no longer follow as sheep follow their shepherd. The R ald
notice and applaud scepticism, and the higher the ethiO' ‘~.
artistic value of a play, the stronger becomes clerical 1

sition.

South London friends, and perhaps some North Iy
mes too, will remember the entertainment next Wedn
vening (Nov. 13) in the Camberwell Secular |, !jent6

Jhurch-road, Camberwell-road. Itisin aid of thel res,eCtio®
lew lecture scheme. Mr. Charles Watts will give a se” f0iii
rom The Lady of Lyons, and Mr. Foote a readme /11
Shakespeare. Mr. A. B. Moss and Miss Annie Bro . jin
ake part, with others, in a domestic comedy » A

Vatts in a comedietta entitled The Morning B'
iociety Dance by Miss Harding and songs by Madai. ejjce
lurgwitz will complete tho program. The tickets, clyttOr
,nd one shilling each, can be obtained at 28 Ston
treet, or at the Secular Hall. of

Miss Vanece inguires if any member arMfrimulh” guli
bout 14 or 16 willing to assist with the
t Foresters’ Hall.

The Plymouth Branch holds a special business 'jjfjpjii
ns evening (November loth), at 7, in tho Dcinocra
ihimnle Street. AIll members are requested to a

es
Hewho&qoes through a land and scatters _ Istre,i
>e tracked next day by their withered petals tin  Ose< e

;round ; but he who goes through it and scatter-", p-ngllj,p
mndred years after leaves liehmd a land tuB rOforll
nd beauty for a monument, and as a hentag
hildren.—Theodore Parker.
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MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extractsfrom his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker ”
( October 5).

Feom Bognor, through the varying palaces of the moonlit
night, 1 again return to London.

Sunday morning, September 1, dawns with cloudless sky.
1ldrift in the morning sunshine o,%r to the home of Foote,
jwid take my last smoke in the garden where happy hours
have passed. | have dinner with Mr. and Mrs. George
Ward, and meet our veteran comrade, Tripp, of Brighton.
In the afternoon | go to Finsbury Park, where Stanley
«ones is wrestling with the Christians. He has a two hours’
battle of it, but maintains the cause at every point. | take
tea with Mr. and Mrs. Fleming, and then we make our way
2* Foresters’ Hall, where | deliver my last lecture in
England, “Ingersoll and Freethought,”' to a splendid
audience—splendid in numbers, splendid in enthusiasm,
splendid in its welcome to Mr. Foote as the representative
ot British Freethought, and to his co-worker from America.
I must thank Mr. Foote for the thorough-going manner in
"mich he has supported my labors in the field, and for his
whole-souled greeting to me as a guest. He has been a
comrade, indeed, with chivalrous devotion to the cause.
Success has been the result, as witnessed by this great and
applauding gathering. Mr. Foote is a man full of resources.
H one opportunity fails, he seizes another. He has recently
®ade a vigorous movement upon the West-End, at St
lames’s Hall. Bradlaugh, in his palmy days, made no effort
upon this side of London. The importance of Mr. Foote's
pew departure is now conceded, and he has won fresh laurels
bi this campaign. He has met new faces and enlarged the
¢Phere of Secular work, while abandoning no post. Ibelieve
the Freethought forces in London were never in better con-
mtion for advance, under this brave and cautious leader. |
am sure that the series of lectures at Foresters’ Hall will be
“ pronounced success. The enthusiastic conclusion of my
Wh labors marks the beginning of a victorious winter’s

ampaign. Mr. Watts lectures the next two Sundays, and

e is a favorite with London audiences, as elsewhere, and

nvays draws the full quota of our columns. | must thank

Im also for his unstinted aid. He arranged the whole
course of my lectures in such away that | could do the
most work and see the best of the country. | could not

ave accomplished nearly as much without his cheerful
p dstance. | can only hope to repay the generosity of my

ritish comrades when they come to see the grandeur and
magnificence of America. Of course, while I admire the old
ountry, with its vast accumulations of knowledge and art,
.=bust still affirm that America beats the world, for in it is
j le immeasurable promise of the future. We may not have
°ue much vyet, but think of the mighty theatre, with
[fountains, rivers, lakes, and plains, in which millions of the
bruan race will develop. Well, Foote and Watts must

Qe to our shores, and | will show them a thing or two
t,ben they arrive. They shall have a warm welcome, and
ana/ Slan ke assured that the Freethinkers of America

PPreciate the work they have done as the representatives
, our British brethren ; and through them we will join

urt and hand with all transatlantic comrades.

V. .ooday, August 26, was also a day of pleasure, for |
ja‘ied the far-famed Windsor Castle with Mr. Victor
and tulland t’te secretaries of the National Secular Society
Art .o London Federation, Miss Edith M. Vance and Miss
Win ’'rown- The secretaries were formerly residents of
(as \Br’' Niss Brown's father for nearly half a century
thes { ? employed in.Windsor Castle itself; and so with
'ba °-Fends | had plenty of chance to see tho glory of this
w Vincent structure, the largest royal residence in the
Castl do not know whether we could have a Windsor
gift t "btbout royalty or not, but it is certainly a precious
deiritO tlle Present generation, and may it endure when
uocracy shall triumph. Kings and queens have flourished
day is gone ; but not with them shall vanish

I “ splendor of this imposing edifice. | cannot describe all
lion i ~can- give only glimpses. Of course | climbed the
Tower, and was repaid for the somewhat difficult

that y UP the winding staircase. Itwas a memorable view
Eton greeted the eye—the river Thames winding along,
Vast ¢ ?7eg’> tho great forests, the deer and cattle, the
tvallo Ids>the city itself at my feet; the castle with its
chanliand turrets,'its moat, its gateways, its pavilions and
Wihw*  *ts assemblage ot massive halls and chambers,
ki~ 0 lay the accumulated result of the toils of many
traF;, It was a bright and beautiful picture, for little ot
theVT7 18 connected with Windsor Castle, “ The muses and
the iPPbbrch’s seat.” It reminds one of gorgeous revelry, ot
town™Ptness and not the darkness of the past. After the
~Uyck- Were guided into e State apartments the
Qrobd y ,.™i the Xuccarelli room, the Ante-room, the
the ~bard fi °lI ~c Waterloo Chamber, St. George’s Hall,
Plains Chamber, and so forth. The paintings, statues,
Sgelal, ™ “cyriosities that | locked upon, | cannot
derate. |t was a vast display, and | don't see that
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the queen can own it any more than the rest of us, for we
certainly could enjoy all its beauty and draw lessons from
its historic associations, its wonders of human ingenuity and
power.

After we had visited the castle, and enjoyed an excellent
repast purveyed by our good friend Victor Jackson, the
same generous comrade secured a “trap,” and we had a
drive through the great park and to Runnymede. The
“long walk,” | believe, surpasses the world for grace and
ornamentation. It is straight as an arrow for three miles—
direct from the royal entrance of Windsor to the statue of
George the Fourth. On either side are wide ranks of trees,
and beyond these are open spaces of green fields, which,
again, are hedged in by ampler forests. As we ascend
towards the statue, the scenery broadens. Forest on forest
appears; fields are added to fields; farther on are smooth
pastures flecked with wandering herds ; while the majestic
castle, illumined by the setting sun, crowns the landscape
with superb form. With soft, grassy banks, and bosom
rippled by passing boats, the river flashes on our sight. The
fair meadows of Runnymede stretch away where the shafts
of sunset seem to glimmer on the armor of old barons.
Quaint houses edge the road, with ivied walls and rose-
embowered windows. Green hedges slip by us as we near
the lighted streets, and the horse, spurred by thoughts of
supper and guided by a skilful hand, gets on an extra move.
It was a time when | could see Herne the hunter, and
Falstaff, and the merry wives of Windsor, the oak in the
moonlight with the fairies dancing about it, and the many-
colored lanterns. Windsor is not simply the home of royalty.
It is a palace of poetry, and its surroundings are replete with
legend and romance. | must thank my friends for this day.
Windsor Castle will not be forgotten, nor the companions
associated with its entrancing scenes.

Tuesday is another day of notable experience. | visit
Epping Forest and its vicinity, the greatest playground in
the world, where for miles one may wander in sylvan
solitudes. This forest is now preserved for the pleasure of
the people. For centuries it was encroached upon by
avaricious landlords ; but, by Act of Parliament, hereafter
its “ contiguity of shade” will be untouched, and millions
can roam in its bowers and drink the pure air of heaven—
especially on Sundays. Such is the march of the people.

Forder takes me out, and we land at Aybridge, Essex.
Mr. Moody meets us at the station, and takes us to White
Hart Hotel, of which he is proprietor. We have a delightful
welcome from both Mr. and Mrs. Moody, who are Free-
thinkers, and together we take a drive to King's Head, at

Chigwell. This is an antique place, celebrated by Charles
Dickens in Barnaby Rudge as the Maypole. Of it the
novelist says : “ Such a delicious old inn, opposite the

churchyard ; such an out-of-the-way rural place.” It is to-
day just as Dickens described it in Barnaby Budge. He
lived here himself when he wrote that great book. It is
said that Queen Elizabeth lodged here. No one knows
when it was built, but scarcely any change has overtaken
the place in its structure. The walls, the rooms, the
window-panes, are the same. It is a place for dim, sweet
memories. The garden is especially lovely. It has all sorts
of little nooks, bowers, flower beds, and grassy plots. No
wonder Dickens loved this place, and fostered his genius
with its exquisite surroundings. It is now kept by Tucker
Bros., who warmly welcomed the Secular Pilgrim, having
themselves been denizens of America. If within twelve
miles of London one wishes to see real old English buildings
and rural life, and enjoy the luxury of unruffled quietude,
he must find his way to King's Head, Chigwell. It was to
me a poetic revelation of “ things that were.”

White Hart Hotel is also an attractive caravansary. Mine
host, Moody, is a provider of all good things, and believes in
one world at a time. This is a favorite haunt of those who
hunt and fish, and the little village is at times as crowded
as the thoroughfares of London. My day at Aybridge was
one of especial entertainment.

And now time rolls on to tho farewell banquet. The
Holborn is ono of the most famous restaurants in London.
It is a bright, handsome, cheery place. It has an air both of
elegance and comfort. At the hour of dinner music fills
its spacious halls. Flowers are seen on every side with
tropical luxuriance. In the Holborn you have the “ golden
mean,” art and beauty without depressing pomp or the
restraint of rigid upholstery. No wonder that reformers
love to congregate here, for they can have the good things
of life, with brilliant surroundings, in a free-and-easy
fashion. | hate some hotels. It seems a sacrifice of radical
principle to enter their stiff and stately corridors. But the
Holborn has a broad and wholesome look, inviting to the
iconoclast, while ho admires the beautiful.

So we gather here, and it was one of the happiest
occasions of my life. The friends are numerous and widely
representative of Freethought in England. Georgo W
Foote presides over the festivities, with the Pilgrim on his
right and the redoubtable Watts on his left. George
Anderson, George Jacob Holyoake, Parris, Forder, Ward,
Wheeler, Moss, Rowney, Mr. Gimson, of Leicester, Mr.
Gilhespie, of Newcastle, Mr. Tripp, of Brighton, C. A. Watts
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Edward Truelove, Mr. Heaford, and Victor Jackson are
among those who brighten the circle. The ladies who grace
the banquet are Mrs. Foote, Mrs. Watts, Miss Jessie Nowlan,
Mrs. Charles A. Watts, Miss Vance, Miss Annie Brown, Mrs.
Ward, Miss Robins, Mrs. Heaford, and Mrs. Wheeler. Mr.
and Mrs. Sumner are present, and Mr. and Mrs. Moody, of
Aybridge. | cannotenumerate the whole, because the names
shine along somewhere towards a hundred, good and true
friends, who link England and America in glorious com-
radery. From time immemorial eating together has been the
symbol of companionship—a very sensible, solid, material-
istic, and humanitarian custom, which will no doubt endure
as long as man has a good appetite and a generous heart.
We did full justice to the ancient and honorable régime, and
the Holborn certainly did its part in the hospitable program
with triumphant felicity, while we did the rest. However,
we did not consume in silence. The play of fancy mingled
with the satisfaction of the material frame. Then came the
after-dinner speeches, upon whose sacred altar Mr. Foote
offered himself as the first victim. No one could do it more
gracefully, or with more genial effect. He brought us at
once into the glow of fellowship by his eloquence and
humor. He did not clothe the occasion with melancholy.
He looked upon the bright side of the farewell hour. “We
are simply going to different fields of labor,” he said, “ and
the same flag floats over us all.” Then was drank the health
of the representative of American Freethought. This was
responded to first of all by George Jacob Holyoake, who
spoke good words for American Freethought, of Ingersoll
and his coadjutors, whose work is followed with interest
throughout Great Britain. Mr. Holyoake referred to the
letters of the Pilgrim, which he declared displayed a
luminous knowledge of the fields of labor through which he
had passed. | was glad to find that | had hit the mark, and
was, on the whole, a correct observer, for | considered it of
the first importance to give averitable picture of the British
Isles. Mr. Holyoake was followed by Mr. Gimson and Mr.
Parris, whose words were indeed pleasant for me to listen
to ; and then came Watts, who is always good, and on this
occasion especially so, for he spoke out of the experiences of
many years and many places. We had been together both
in England and America, side by side with Ingersoll, with
Bennett, with Macdonald, in the New World, and now with
Foote and all our brave allies in the OIld. Mr. Watts
touched the deepest chords of the occasion and voiced its
noblest meaning, and made a fitting and inspiring close to
the splendid words which had been spoken in sympathy
with the kindred people of America. | made response with
heartfelt utterance to these fraternal greetings, and in
behalf of America spoke the message of progress and
universal brotherhood. “We need these occasions,” | said,
“in order to rejoice in hope and courage. We cannot work
alone. We must work together. Liberty, science, and
humanity are the words that blaze on our banners, and
above is the noble motto of Paine, ‘The world is my
country.””

The speeches were followed by a recitation from Mrs.
Charles Watts, whose humorous descriptions of mankind
and elevation of woman were received with many plaudits.
We were delighted that the “weaker sex” had such a
brilliant representative, who was able to hold her own with
such sparkling wit, and thus added to the éclat of the
banquet. Then music filled the air, and merry songs made
glad the heart. Mr. George Anderson afterwards gave one
of the best speeches of the evening. Mr. Anderson seldom
speaks ; he does the work ; but when he does speak it is to
the point. He referred to the arduous labors of Mr. Foote ;
the many difficulties that beset him ; the magnanimous
spirit in which he had met them ; the bold methods to
which he had resorted, and the success he had attained.
He spoke of the necessity of standing loyally by Mr. Foote,
in order that there might be unity and concentration in the
Freethought ranks and victory for the cause. He proposed
the health of President Foote, which was drank with ringing
applause. Mr. Foote eloquently answered, affirming that he
did not claim to be infallible, but that he did the best he
could, and would continue to do so. He did not ask support
for his individual opinions, but for the measures devised as
chief of the party, whose sole purpose was the advancement
of the cause. In these we must combine. The response
given to Mr. Foote shows that he has the entire confidence
of the party ; that the heart of Freethought Britain is with
him ; and with Mr. Watts, Mr. Anderson, and hundreds of
unflinching supporters, he will push forward the lines to
assured victory.

We close with singing “ Auld Lang Syne.” 1 can sing
that song myself, and therefore it was a unanimous melody.
Everybody takes a hand in it, as well as a note. | join
hands witn Anderson on the final stanza, and this stanza
is given with a vim that the bards of Scotland cannot
surpass. What_visions”™ of the past, what glories of the
future, are in this beautiful song, whoso music is heard the
world over, beside a thousand camp-fires and hearth-stones ;
on mountain, plain, and sea; in cottage and palace. After
the song we still linger. This is the last time | shall see
many friends. We shake hands and say good-bye. We
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know not what is before us, but we have a heart for any

fate. It's no use to repine or trust in Providence. We
trust in ourselves and hope for good fortune. There may
be sundering oceans, but humanity bridges them all. The

heart of man is mightier than time or space.
Samuel P. Putnam.

HUXLEY ON MORALS.

About a year before his death, Professor Huxley wrote the
following letter to a correspondent, who inquired his view
of the relation of religions and moral:—

“ Hodeslea, Staveley-road, Eastbourne, July 11, 1894.

“My Dear Mr. Creelman,—' Ethics’ | take to be the
science of conduct, a statement of the rules the observance
of which tends to the attainment of the objects which are
termed ethical. | conceive ethics to be as much a science as
navigation, and not unlike it in so far as it tells us how to
steer through life.

“*‘Theology’ professes to be a science which furnishes
men with truths which have to be taken into account for
the guidance of conduct, in addition to those which are
attainable by observation and experiment in the realm of
nature.

“1, for my part, repudiate the claims of theology to
interfere, because | consider it to be a science based on
unproved and often highly improbable assumptions. Most
people mix up religion with theology, and conceive that
the essence of religion is the worship of some theological
hypothesis or other. They may be right or wrong, but
what | mean by ‘religion’ is the devotion to an ideal based
on intense sympathy with the course of conduct exemplified
by that ideal.

“That to the attainment of which a man gives all h®
energies is the real object of his worship (whatever he may
prefer to venerate), from him ‘whose md is his helly’ ug to
the purest lover of truth or of his kin o

“On this view no one is without a ‘religion’ of some
sort, and there is no need of any special religious faculty

“Thus every man’s ethical ideal is a matter of feeling-
His ‘ethics,” as a science, simply tell him the best way ?t
attaining his ideal, just as the ship-captain settles in hl'
mind the port which he wishes to reach, and applies tn°
rules of the science of navigation to get there.- | am, yours
very sincerely, T. H. Huxley.”

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

The Monthly Executive Meeting was held at the Club an
Institute Buildings on Thursday, October 31 ; the Preside
in the chair. Present: Messrs. C. Watts, J. M. Wheel® '
E. Truelove, T. Parris, A. B. Moss, W. Heaford, S. Ha
mann, R. Forder, E. Bater, T. Gorniot, S. Jones, A-
Taylor, J. N. Zwiebel, and the Secretary. j,

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed.
statement received.

A matter of grave importance, adjourned from last n® g
ing for the attendance of a member who was alleged i
circulated scandalous reports in connection with the i r° g
dent, was then dealt with. After further inquiry, it ,e3
moved by Mr. J. M. Wheeler, and seconded by Mr. Cha »
Watts : “ That Mr. James Anderson be declared no long0
member of the National Secular Society.” Carried.

The Editors reported that the Society’s Almanac*
now in the press. . to

The President made a further statement with resp00 j
the Hall of Science, and ultimately Mr. Watts m o'~’ Loii
Mr. Moss seconded : “ That this Executive, after his a r
in regard to the Hall of Science, declines to sit any 1
with Mr. R. O. Smith as a vice-president, andcalls upo aDj.
to resign his membership of the Society.” Carried
mously. and

The President again referred to his lecture sch? faCtory
the proposed operations for the winter. It was satisx ™ 6.
to know that West-end halls could be engaged t°r
thought lectures.

After other minor matters, the meeting closed.

E. M. Vance, AssistantS ecret

a

(Acitu

The Rev. T. A. Goodwin, D.D., contends, in OPeI*.n0 fact

that “ the Song of Song was probably founded upon's . | the

in the life of that lecherous king, Solomon ; and 'n OAt

headings of the chapters and the running title®”~ wy

common family Bibles are positively ludicrous, t jjjgh>
finds it place in an alleged revelation from the Mos
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BOOK CHAT.

The Free Review (Sonnenschein & Co.), edited by G. A.
Singer, maintains its character as an able and interesting
organ of advanced ideas. The articles that specially appeal
Jo Freethinkers are a witty one by W. Roberts on “ The
Reunion of Christendom,” another on “ Belief and Truth,”
by D. H. Balfour, and the conclusion of Ernest Newman’s
brilliant paper on “ Amiel.” J. McGavin Sloan's article
“On Meliorism” is as bright as it is sensible. “ Marriage
’md Free Love” is discussed by F. Rockell and W. F.
Bunton, who both seem to us to require a large dose of
sobriety. Cato continues his thoughtful paper on “ King
Alcohol and Liberalism,” and G. E. Macdonald, in “ The
Emperor's Bugbear,” shows how social democracy is arti-
ficially stimulated by the repressive measures of Bismarck
and the young Bombastes Furioso who took the reins of
power from his hands.

* * *

What cranks contrive to get their volumes published !
fihe funniest we have come across for a while is Mr. James
Robert Smith, who, in avolume entitled Expository Thoughts

the Creation, undertakes the little task of reconciling
scripture and Science. It appears that, prior to the
commencement of the first “day,” two persons of the
yinity, by a “ corporeal act,” originated the five compound
dements of nature—viz., aeriform vesicular matter, wind,
Eatery vesicular matter, oleaginous vesicular matter, and
SR~ Then these “ began moving and rotating.” .... The
alr thickened into “ unctuous vapour,” and this into seas,
Silence were evolved zoophytes, mollusca, radiata, and
eventually marine creatures (now extinct), which attained
an immense size. Penguins, cranes, sparrows, and red-
£°les followed, and, as a wind-up, Adam was generated

solely by a female gorilla.” Perhaps Mr. J. R. Smith is a
an tie.humorist. Anyway, we commend his volume to the
beUfUem Of all anxious to reconcile the Bible with scientific

* * *

jn?be new volume (44) of The Dictionary of National
pl?7raphy gives an extensive notice of Charles Henry
A'Mson, the pessimistic author of National Life arid
Aracier. It mentions his services to education in
ed rajia, and says : “ He was a firm supporter of secular
ucation as established in the colony, thinking it the only
APails. securing perfect fairness towards all religious
.dominations.” John Macleay Peacock, the verse-writer,
m~fltioned, but Mr. Walter Lewin, who writes the notice,
iAanot say that his chief contributions were made to the
Ori; Reformer, nor does he indicate his Freethought
1 aions beyond the line, “ In both politics and religion he
p A always radical.” Miss Cooke gives an account of
QH.’.‘I\ﬁIaId Peacock, the first sceptical bishop (1395-1460?), to
1N \we shall probably return.

togl' Rondel Harris, in the Expositor for November, returns
is am® Question of “ The Blessed Virgin in the Talmud.” He
of Lafhl® Cite B r- Neubauer as confirming his view and that
the p *e>that Mary Magdela, the woman’s hairdresser of
'v’th  nud: is identified with Mary Magdalene, and also
fudo Mry, the mother of Jesus. Dr. llarris says : “ The con-
plmr ; ,*ween the two Marys is very early in the Syrian

Rut.he does not contemplate the possibility that
for this e. RHstians who misinterpreted the Jewish story,
tioff ,s might lead to the conclusion that the Jewish tradi-
°f qj °ut the birth of Jeshu, embodied in the Jewish Life

is older and better 'authenticated than the

nstlan tradition.

fﬁis Ua\é.@gg%ni%’éness’against Lucius, Harnack, Graetz, etc.

~NeXa]l I° )vorh which led “ Eusebius” to say that the

tk~rxusfllTherapeutse were Christians. Mr. Conybeare’s

mo or,-.- 13 of considerable importance to all students of
Sms of Christianity.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE CHURCHES AND VIVISECTION.
Q . TO TUE EDITOE OF * THE FEEETHINKEE.”

4 th°Uc« n e e of the total disregard which the Roman
<hviable f Urc'>bas always shown for animals, | quote the
\kJjle (j,,;}assago from an article on “ The Lower Animals,”
tjA : "The k ~ cti°nary, by W. H. Addis and T. Arnold,
Over tj )ru”es. aro made for man, who has the same
aCeord”m "Rfich ho has over plants and stones. Ho

lug to the express permission of God given to
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Noe, kill them for his food ; and if it is lawful to destroy
them for food, and this without strict necessity, it must also
be lawful to put them to death, or to inflict pain on them
for any good and reasonable end ; such as the promotion of
man’s knowledge, health, etc., or even for the purpose of
recreation” (quoted in Animals’ Rights, Appendix, p. 161 ;
London : George Bell & Sons, 1893;.

But that the Anglican Church and some of the Methodists
are only a little less bad in this matter is shown by the
subjoined extracts.

Jeremy Taylor, one of the “ weightiest moralists of the
Church of England,” speaking of the prohibition of the Jews
to eat the blood, says : “ But even this very precept is, by
all the world, taught to yield to necessity and to charity,
and cruelty to beasts is innocent when it is charity to men ;
and, therefore, though we do not eat them, yet we cut living
pigeons in halves, and apply them to the feet of men in
fevers, and we rip the bellies of sheep, of horses, of oxen, to
put into them the side of a paralytic” (Ductur Dubitantium,
Rule of Conscience, book ii., chap, ii., rule 2).

Though it is a far cry from Jeremy Taylor to the Rev.
Frank Ballard, he serves to show that the medieval spirit
of utter indifference to animal suffering survives even among
the party of which he is a representative. This is what this
modern B.Sc. has to say in an article on “ The Anti-
Vivisection Craze,” as he is pleased to call the movement
against scientific torture in the current number of the
Young Man: “ The question of the Son of Man as to how
much a man is lof more value than a sheep’ seems to some
of us to point definitely and tenderly in the direction in
which the most humane modern science [vivisection] leads.”

Joseph Collinson.

THE WATTS-WALDRON DEBATE.
TO THE EDITOE OP “ THE FEEETHINKEE.”

Deae Sie,—In your issue of October 27 a report of the
above debate, from the pen of Mr. Aarstad, appears on page
685. He justly claims that “ Newcastle has had an intel-
lectual treat,” and that “ both disputants throughout were
gentlemanly and earnest, frequently eloquent, and were
absolutely free from personalities.” But when he describes
Mr. Waldron as “ certainly not a good debater,” he bids fare-
well to fair and honest criticism. Surely Mr. Foote, the
President of the N.S.S., would not condescend to debate
with Mr. Waldron if Mr. Aarstad’s criticism be fair. Surely
Mr. Watts, with his thirty-five years’ experience as a public
debater, would not waste his fervid and eloquent sentences
on Mr. Waldronif your correspondent’s statement be correct.
I claimto be on very intimate termswith many members of the
Newcastle Branch of the N.S.S., and am certain that, had
Mr. Aarstad submitted his report to Mr. Mitchell, president,
Mr. Bartram, ex-secretary, or Mr. Cresswell, secretary, these
gentlemen would have condemned that part of the criticism
altogether. In fact, although differing from Mr. Waldron in
many points, they speak very highly of him as a debater.
Further, many of the leading Secularists have stated to me
that the two disputants were well matched in many
respects, and that Mr. Waldron was an opponent worthy of
his steel. Forgive my attempt to defend the honor of Mr.
Waldron as a debater, but | think it fair that the public
should know that Mr. Aarstad’s criticism of the debate was
written on his own authority, and not as representing any
corporate authority. | also think it would have been more
graceful if Mr. Aarstad, as chairman of the debate committee,
hadl(;caken counsel before giving his personal views to the
world.

Since writing the above Mr. Waldron has had an inter-
view with Mr. Aarstad to protest against the statement
made that his speech was founded on “ the argument from
design.” Mr. Aarstad admitted in the presence of two wit-
nesses that he took no notes on the first night at all, so that he
utterly disqualifies himself for giving a fair criticism upon
the Theism v. Atheism debate. Again, Mr. Waldron offered
to place his MSS. in the hands of any committee, and allow
them to decide whether it be true or false, and to show that
“ the argument from design ” occupied an infinitesimal part
of Mr. Waldron’s speech. In reference to the phrase, “ not
a good debater,” Mr. Aarstad admits that he meant that Mr.
Waldron is not as good a debater as some others he had
heard, but that certainly he is a good debater. Then, why
does he not say what he means, so that we may be able to
believe on his authority that there are still better debaters,
and, it may be, to accept his verdict as to who is the best}

John Wood, Sec. pro. tem. C.E.S.

“Yes, sah,” said a darkey evangelist, “ Ise preached on
creation, justification, sanctification, salvation, and damna-
tion, and | finds it only produces consternation and
botheration.” *“ Suppose, Uncle, you were to try a simple
text, such as ‘Thou shalt not steal’?” * Laud, sah, that
would produce frigideration.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card."]

LONDON.

Foresters’ Hall (Clerkenwell-road, E.O.): 7.30, Chapman Cohen,

Scepticism, its Meaning and its Value."”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Balls
Ponds, N.) : 7, Touzeau Parris, “ The Dogma of Original Sin.” Wednes-
day, at 8, public discussion.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45,
Stanley Jones, “ Secularism and Social Problems.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30,
0. James will lecture. Friday, at 8, free science classes.

East London (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road) :
Haines, “ The Present State of the Vaccination Question.”

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ Huxley’s Soul.”

West London Ethical Society (Westminster Town Hall,
street): 11.15, Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Historic Lies.”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
G. C. H. Carter, “ The Anti-Malthusian Delusion.”

West London Branch N.S.S. (* Sun in Splendor,”
Notting Hill Gate) : Sunday, at 7.30, business meeting.

Wood Green (Masonic Hall, adjoining the Nightingale Hotel, High-
street) : 7.30, R. Forder, “ Science and Theology.”

8, J. F.

Caxton-

Portobello-road,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, St. John will lecture.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30 and 3.30—lectures, weather
permitting.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, G. W. Foote,
“ Religion in the Light of Science”; 3, “Life, Death, and After”; 7,
“ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live?” Teaatb5.

Derby (Pollicott’'s Dining Rooms, Market-place):
Whitney, “ Half an Hour with Ingersoll.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, discussion—
T. Robertson, an Essay ; 6.30, W. Reid, “ The Labor Problem.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): 11, Moncure D.
Conway, “ Babeuf, and the Centenary of Socialism ”; 6.30, “ How Jesus
Sank into the Tomb of Lazarus.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St.
“ Judicial Evidence.”-

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 6.30,
11, J. Bruce Glasier, “ The Revolt of the Workers ”; 3, “ England as it
Might be Under Socialism ”; 6.30, “ The Tragedy of Christianity.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near
Grey's monument): 11, Charles Watts, “ The God of the Bible: Who
will Defend Him ?” 3, “ A Theological Puzzle: Free-will and Responsi-
bility ”; 7, “ Secularism and Modern Thought.”

Plymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street) : 7, a meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
7, Mr. Axe, “ The Glacial Period.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7, an address by D. Bon.

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, Mr. Worth, “ The Faults
of Secularism.” Monday, at the Borough Hall Dining-room, at 7.45,
Charles Watts, “ Secularism and Modern Thought.”

6.45, W. H.

Anne-street) : 7, J. Roberts,

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—November 10,
Foresters’ Hall, London ; 17 and 24, Bradford. December 1, 6, and 6,
Edinburgh; 8, Glasgow ; 15, Blackburn.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—Nov. 24
New Brompton. Dec. 22, Leicester.

Touzeab Parris, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W .—
November 10, Balls Pond ; 17 and 24, Wood Green. Dec. 1, Foresters’
Hall; 8, Balls Pond ; 29, Foresters’ Hall.

CAMBERWELL BRANCH OF THE N.S.S.,
61 New Churoh-eoad, Camberwell, S.E.

A DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE

(IN AID OF THE LECTURE FUND)
Will be given in the above hall on Wednesday, Nov. 13, at 8 p.m.
The program will include Dramatic Readings by
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, Mr. CHARLES WATTS, and other Prominent
Members of the Society.
Tickets, 6d. and Is., to be obtained from Mr. Forder or Miss Vance,
28 Stonecutter-street, E.O., and all Branch Secretaries.

tJTANTON, the People’'s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite

D  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.

If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

platmum 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d .; extraction,
pamless by gas, Bs.

rPO FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring

i SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.

Darwin Made Easy. Bv Dr. Edward B. Avoling, Fellow of the
London University. This is tho best popular exposition of
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—io am. toi p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m., 5s. Patients Visited.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs ana
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,
The Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,
Tumours, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles® on _No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
suspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking
Mercury.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
Poisoning, Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and
other Articles. Also Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pedicuh or
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy»
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ-
enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing
Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blusning.
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus' Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes an
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting.
Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly hound, price 6s. 9d., postfree.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. rd.-An Eye Opener to
Drug Takers.

RHEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE.

DIET AND DIGESTION. Post free for 7d.

CONSUMPTION : ITS NATURAL CURE.

All these Books, bound in One Vol., postfree, 0s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

THREE PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is.
A BOOK FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. ed.

All communications to he addressed to—
DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L,, M.V.S., M.N.S S.

ISO pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered"
Price Is., cost free.

Post free for 7d.

Post free 7d.

most important ]
at one penny, p
adozen post free. Imes'
The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, sayst “ Mr DO* O.
pamphlet is an almost unexceptionable statement of the a
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to “U 0.
feeling. . .. The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his ¢
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical an.v,i®
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by
can be secured,, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites »
lowest possible prices.”
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbnl’
others have also spoken of it in very high terms. g.0-
Tho Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London:
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAQE, BERK"

W. J. Rendell's *

Recommended bv Mrs. Besant in Law ~ 7
Allbutt in Wife?s Handbook, o. 51. M1 .
Chadwell-street, Olerkenwell; zs. per doz., post t free (reductiGh! 1R

Wife's Fnend

, and PF

quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.
IMPORTANT CAUTION. .efm
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers an . ,3iy niid
the words “ Rendell & Co.” and “ J. W. Rendall ” being specio*
plausibly introduced to deceive the public.
Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mar*
No. 182,688-
irr Red Ink on each Box, without which None are ~ 49,
Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8s- ig. -
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’'s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine ~°°?H ,ec. .
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. pei doz. All prices post i jJ(c

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., ClerkenweD-



November 10, 1895.

N O W

THE FREETHINKER.

719

READY.

BIBLE AND BEER

BY

FOOTE.

G. W.

CONTENTS—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto

Christian Methods of Reformation

Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith

Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks

Scriptural Praises of Wine

Jesus and the Wine Miracle

The Last Supper

Communion Port

The Two-Wine Theory

Religion and Intoxication
Religious Drinking in the Bible
Water-Drinking Heretics
Christianity and Mohammedanism
Church Drinks

Absurdity of Bible Temperance
Appeal to Common Sense

(L. Ris pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker for constant use against the upholders of the absurd

Uiiai T

tte Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance.

No pains have been spared to make it complete and

Price Fourpence.

London:

*

ce la. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook

INCIUIRING CHRISTIANS
BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

FREETHINKERS &

~ Sold also in separate parts asfollows:—

mBible Contradictions.
~  *arallel columns. 4d.

ible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from

genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with

PPropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
3 @&ntence. 4d.

The contradictions are printed in

Containing all the godly wickedness

fro6 Atrocities.
Each infamy has a separate head-

u MGenesis to Revelation.

ing.*"2 foreasy reference- 4d*
Pm .immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
mises) and Unfulfilled Prophecies, id.

London: It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Im MES OF CHRISTIANITY.

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

e« ct References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
uaake it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
(% Indictment of Christianity.
b Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3,
1~filaeg’ , ' Tious Forgeries ; 6, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy ;
01 tlle Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

V atit>>'ir,k is very Carefully compiled, the references are given with
Q eutsVt rlU?0 work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the
boot Vh™tianity.”—0. BRADLAU3H, in National Reformer.

“tg Amesi18Worth rOading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct. —
~ioa  nifiler3aPurpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.” Hadden-

'SA)."Vrlc should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—Ironclad Age

°ndon : R, Forder, 28 Stonecuttor-street, E.C.

ROBERT FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

302 pp., superior paper, hound in doth, 2s. 6d. postfree,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT

[Second Series]

G. W. FOOTE.

Contents
Luscious Piety Christianity & Slavery Down Among the Dead
The Jewish Sabbath Christ Hp to Date Men

God's Day Secularism and Chris- Smirching a Hero

Professor Stokes on Im- tianity Kit Marlowe and Jesus
mortality Altar and Throne Christ

Paul Bert Martin Luther Jehovah the Ripper

Converting a Corpse The Praise of Folly The Parson’s Living

Bradlaugh’s Ghost A Lost Soul Wage

Christ and Brotherhood Happy in Hell Did Bradlaugh Back-

The Sons of God The Act of God slide ?

Melchizedek Heir Hardie on Christ Frederic Harrison on

S'w’elp me God Blessed be ye Poor Atheism

Save the Bible |
Forgive and Forget

Converted Infidels
Mrs. Booth's Ghost

Infidel Homes
Are Atheists Cruel ?

Are Atheists Wicked ?
Rain Doctors

Pious Puerilities

“ Thus Saith the Lord”
Believe or be Damned
Christian Charity
.Religion and Money
Clotted Bosh

Lord Bacon on Atheism

Talmage on the Bible

Mrs. Besant on Death
and After

The Poets and Liberal
Theology

Christianity and Labor

Dueling

An Easter Egg for
Christians

The Star of Bethlehem

The Great Ghost

Atheism and the French
Revolution

Pigottism

Jesus at the Derby

Atheist Murderers

A Religion for Eunuchs

Rose-Water Religion

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough ™

Occasioned by the Sentence which he Passed on

MR. D. I

As Publisher of

EATON,

THE THIRD PART OF PAINE'S - AQE OF REASON."

BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.
London: It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and

Nations.
7s. 6d.

By J. M. Wheeler.

Handsomely bound in cloth.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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VEKY SPECIAL LINE

OF GENTLEMEN'S

Scarboro’
Mackintoshes.

25s. each.

In Black, Navy, Fawn,
Give Chest
and Length Measures.

and Brown.

THE FREETHINKER.

STBRADFORD

IPditerms Sent on Jftirova], PFOSTHREE

November 10, 1895.

VERY SPECIAL
LINE OF

Beaver Cloth,
FOR
LADIES' JACKETS.
5s. per yard, 54 in.
wide.

In Plain Colors.
Black, Brown, Navy,
Fawn, Myrtle, Peacock.

AGENTS

' 1 Pair All-Wool Blankets WANTED The most lasting and
Lot 11 1 Pair of Sheets in every B R U N O Fashionable Material for
1 Quilt T ‘N th Ladies’ Winter Dresses.
own In e In all the Plain Colors.
. 1 Table-cloth . CLOTH 1/9 per yd. 50 in. wide.

. . United

21s. Carriage Paid. .

Kingdom.

CHARLES

BRAD LAUGH:

A Record of his Life and Work, by his daughter,
TWENTY-ONE-SHILLING EDITION.

Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner.
CONTAINING TEN PORTRAITS.

One copy of the above will be presented to each of the Six Persons (not agents) sending us the largest
amounts for Lot 11 and Bruno Cloth between October 20 and December 31, 1895,
if the amounts exceed £5 from each person.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

PRICE THREEPENCE,
THE

SECULAR ALMANACK
FOR 1896.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contents are :—Notes on the Year, by G. W. Foote;

A Note on the Calendar, by J. M. Wheeler; The Work of To-Day,
by Charles Watts ; The Bishops and their Wealth ; Information
Concerning the National Secular Society; Freethought Work
and Organisation ; Lecturers ; Etc.

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

NEW LEAFLETS.

Published by R. FORDF.R, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E 0.
Price 6d. per 100 ; post free 7d.
WHAT WAS CHRIST?
THE CHRISTIAN BUTTON-HOLER CORNERED. Dialogue.
CHRISTIAN DIFFICULTIES ANSWERED. Dialogue.
THE TRUTH ABOUT FOREIGN MISSIONS.
THE CONSOLATIONS OF RELIGION : A Story.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.”

Monthly, Price Id.
Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Fordor.

VISITING CARDS FOR NOTHING.—To pu

, chasers of our beautifully-tinted Note-paper and Envelop<

our name and address artistically printed. Chaste tints and splend

paper. Send eighteen stamps, with name and address, to the Abbi
Press, Nuneaton. Post free. No better bargain possible.

THE BOOK FOR FREETHINKERS-

Unprecedentedly Cheap Edition.

Now Ready, 153 pp., paper covers, price 6d., by post 8

Thoughts on Science, Theology, and Ethics.

By JOHN WILSON, M.A. n

The object of this work is to give a correct sketch of 1
main lines of modern thought in small compass, an
language simple enough to be easily understood. R .!Sral
tended specially for those who, taking an interest in H j
questions, have not leisure to study the large and 'e®
books in which they are treated.

The Freethinker says :(— , Cd
“ The book may be heartily recommended. Simpl* ?n otkis
in style, correct in thought, and ample in information, this
just the thing to put into the hands of a plain man who des t
best ideas on evolution in relation to science and etn
moderate compass.”
Secular Thought says :— ciseneB
“ In very truth, this book combines the directness and cOn,j,e ft0'
of ‘' The Age of Reason ' with the splendid enthusiasm ° Ja-

phetic instinct of humanity seeing afar....... Line °n "M?GoloS'e®
cept on precept, the author traverses the weakness o* a,d t>

sanctions. The vivacious and competent pen never faher™j pr-
superabundant vitality and healthy enthusiasm never . n)aldl»
Wilson may be congratulated upon producing an eP° ,s5SsiS

work. It is essentially a live book, and, what is more, F
the solid qualities requisite for prolonged existence.

The Popular Science Monthly says :(— 0A
“ An excellent work to put into the hands of the yolin»yye hoP
beginning to think and seeking to learn how to think.......

this meritorious book will be widely circulated.” resn
** There is only a limited number of ipeH*
marvellously cheap edition. To prevent disapP
order at once. , AC

London : Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’s Court, Fleet

Printed and Published by G. W pFootk, at 28 Stonecutter
London. E.O.



