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THE BLACK ARMY.

ter my lecture at Foresters’ Hall on Sunday evening a 
y°ung gentleman rose to offer some opposition. While 
a° wcaring clerical attire, he had a very decided clerical 
¡vhfHk’ anc'   ̂ concluded that he had caught the twang in 
j j , s s i n g  Sunday-school children or in debating at Young 

Christian Associations. Perhaps he has aspirations 
^ the ministry, for one of his objections to my lecture 
ot'ls Ergcd with much feeling. I had said that the ministers 
com c' enom' nations were, for the most part, actuated by 
oth tnonP^ce motives; that they went into pulpits as 
atJ iers S° into law, or physic, or the army— for a living; 
the t lilt ^ e ir  being called by the Holy Ghost was only 

cant of their profession. My critic declared that I 
th Wrong. He asserted that hundreds of them, perhaps 
s sands, entered their Churches, and engaged in the 
thej100 °* f° r purely disinterested reasons; that
^  object was to save souls and fill heaven; that 
c>traf ° f ^eni were very poor, the average income of 
B0Tne°Sf *°r *nstance> being only £120 a year; and that 
heath went abroad as missionaries to convert the
liVeg .en> facing all sorts of hardships, and carrying their 
cas0 Ul t'ke' r hands. I cannot say that my critic put his 
atl<l but this is the substanco of his objection;
1 ,]ar ' “ ink it well to give an answer, once for all, to what 

6 say is a very common argument. 
ar1(j  ?w at fbe outset I wish to make my own position clear, 
1 0 Suard against misunderstanding. In the first place,
of nothing to do at present with the truth or falsity 
ew ristianity ; yet, at the same time, I am entitled to 
It/th *ts ministers a decent conformity to its teachings. 
or ® n ®x t  place, I do not assert that there are no ministers 
theil) ssienaries who arc earnest and sincere. Some of 
\vero ’ '  have no doubt, would preach Christianity if it 
Prjn • P°0r, despised, and oppressed. These are men of 
ca]]jP e and conviction; men with a passion for their 
°rdei.̂  ’ Tnen who really believe that they are under God’s 
Point*31° exh°rt and reprove a fallen, sinful world, and to 
also g°Ut ''ho only way of eternal salvation. There are 
Vith . 1110 lawyers with a passion for law, some doctors 
passjoa ? assi°n f°r medicine, and some soldiers with a 
frith a . m'btary affairs; as I dare say there are men 
" hn^h?aSS!?n ôr almost every one of what are called the 
an(] . _ eat ” employments. But these are the exceptions, 
talk y  he eliminated from a general survey. When we 
»Vera° l any profession, as such, we have to go by the 
aye,.!J° ’ and I say that the average minister, liko the 
Euan' lawyer, doctor, soldier, tinker, tailor, or plough- 
fattiiiy S-lrnply earning a subsistence for himself and his 
'his »V jln short, that he preaches for a living. Simply 
. C u b i n g  more.
fhere 8 lo°h at the number of these clerical gentlemen. 
Win aar° some fifty thousand of them in England alone, 
[lees man in his senses affirm that the law of averages 
V f°es * aPP’y t° this hugo Black Army f Are they all 
try t h f t t  enthusiasts ? The very idea is an absurdity.

^Ver̂ 1 ^  any °ther test, and what is the result ? Ih^y 
^ran-n ’n stature, average in shape, average in looks, 
N  on strength, av erage in intclligonco. Why then,
N f r J -  0 most favorable estimate, should they not bo 
i c°Kni9lr5 character ? Has not the Catholic Church always 
fc^idiVr this fact, and made its priests sink their little 

a 'ties in the greatness and splendor of the Church ?
Knot found a compensation for the pettiness of its

myriad agents in the magnificence of its organisation 1 
Are not all its orders, wheel within wheel, from the Pope 
down to the poor bog-trotting Irish priest, a practical 
recognition of the hard truth that the men of God, like the 
masses of other men, are actuated by the fundamental 
motives of human nature 1

Look next at the unfailing supply of these clerical 
gentlemen. Exceptional motives are liable to fluctuation, 
and are therefore unaccountable. Any one of twenty men 
who saw a sovereign lying at his feet would pick it up, but 
it would be hard to tell which of them would risk his life 
to save a fellow being’s. The British army is filled by 
enlistment,and well filled, because poverty and misadventure 
drive thousands into taking “  the Queen’s shilling.” But 
how full would it be if it depended upon the accession of men 
who yearn to fight and die for their country, turning from 
all other attractions to follow that stern ideal ? And how 
full would the Black Army be if it were not recruited like 
the Red Army, under the forceful pressure of the necessi
ties of existence ? Year by year every vacancy is filled, 
and a waiting crowd is clamoring for admission. The 
supply always equals the demand, and goes beyond it, as 
it does in every other trade and profession. This phe
nomenon can only bo explained by the ordinary laws of 
human action. Were the Churches manned by persons of 
exceptional—that is, incalculable— motive and character, 
there would be variations in the supply. Sometimes there 
would bo a lull, and sometimes a feverish activity. But 
nothing of this sort ever occurs; the supply of ministers 
is as regular as the supply of carpenters or tailors, and 
must be subject to laws of the same generality.

This is quite consistent with the fact that aptitude, as 
well as accident, plays a part in determining a minister’s 
career ; but it also operates in tho case of other professions, 
without implying any ethical consideration. A  young 
man at ono of the universities may have a taste for 
theology, as another has a taste for science or art or 
history or poetry. He may have a bent for public 
speaking, without the active, enterprising character which 
is requisite for successful oratory in politics; he may be 
fond of tho social attentions which aro paid to clergymen, 
especially by tho female members of their congregations; 
or his temperament may bo suited to the comparatively 
easy, unharassed life which is led by the general run of 
Christian ministers, who go to bed when they like, rise when 
they like, and adapt their duties to their convenience.

\Vo will now consider the financial aspect of the question. 
It may betrue that the average income of Church of England 
curates is only £120 a year. But before I recognise any 
hardship in this, I must be assured that they would earn 
more (l mean on the avorage) in the general labor market. 
I am not at all satisfied that the ordinary curate is gifted 
with more brains than the ordinary skilled artisan. He 
may talk better English, but that is an accident, and we all 
know that great nonsense may be couched in very elegant 
languago. Being able to speak grammatically is no 
criterion of a man’s ability to do anything serviceable 
to his fellow men, for which he may reasonably expect a 
fair remuneration. One’s own experience, of course, is not 
everything ; but I have met both curates and artisans, and 
I cannot say that tho former showed any distinct superiority 
over the latter. Perhaps I shall be toldthat theirsuperiority 
is ethical and spiritual; to which I reply that I am not 
discussing their character, but their capacity.

It must .also bo remombored that income is not the solo 
factor in determining employments ; or wo should not see
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so many clerks keeping up a respectable appearance on 
meagre salaries, while they might earn more in a rougher 
or more active occupation. A  minister’s life has certain 
advantages of personal comfort and social respectability. 
Nor is this all. His position is not precarious; he is not 
affected by commercial disasters and aberrations; his 
income is generally as certain, and as regular, as the 
succession of the seasons.

There is also the prospect to be considered. A  curate’s 
position is humble, and his income is “ sadly limited,” but 
a long vista of possibilities is before him— temporal as 
well as spiritual. He may become a vicar, a rector, a dean, 
an archdeacon, a canon, a bishop, even an archbishop. Who 
knows i Every one of Napoleon’s soldiers fought with “ a 
marshal’s baton in his knapsack.” Few of them could become 
marshals, but there was at least the chance, and the hope 
lured them to a hundred battlefields. And is not the 
“  poor curate ” under a similar inspiration 1 He also may 
climb the ladder of preferment, at the top of which shines 
resplendent, in the sunlight of glory, the golden prize of 
the great Archbishopric. G. W. FOOTE.

(To be concluded.)

H A L L O W E E N .

The importance of rites and customs in elucidating the 
beliefs of the past; thanks to the labors of anthropologists 
like E. B. Tylor, W. E. Smith, and J. G. Frazer, is beginning 
to receive recognition. The great nature festivals of 
Easter and Christmas remain, and their customs, though 
modified, sufficiently betray their origin. But those 
connected with All Hallowtide are rapidly dying out in 
Protestant countries, and will soon be known mainly by 
the West of Scotland customs celebrated in the poem of 
Burns. Yet the festival of All Souls has a distinct place 
in the history of the evolution of religious faith. Early 
man is much troubled with his ghost belief. Ghosts and 
gods— they are one and the same— are a confounded 
nuisance by their interference in human affairs, and very 
much of early religion consists of attempts, by sacrifices 
and spells, to cajole, propitiate, and cheat the ghosts or 
gods, and prevent them troubling their worshippers. Artful 
medicine men and priests contrived to get many of these 
spirits, saints, and gods adored with regular offerings, and 
with special days devoted to their service.

The month was known before the year, and it was an 
advance on the nightly worry of ghostly dreams, when the 
spirits of the dead were supposed to reside in tho moon, 
and the new moon was celebrated with a festival. It was 
a still further advance when this festival in honor of the 
common ruck of ghosts, the poor wandering spirits who 
had no special day assigned them, became annual. The 
Eastern nations still set apart a day for the worship of 
ancestors. With the Coreans it is the 15th of the first 
month. But a general time was that of offering the first 
fruits of the harvest, which ceremony is called in many 
places “  Feeding the Dead.” Tho offering, instead of 
being daily, became annual at the harvest season. In 
Northern nations it was towards tho end of October when 
tho corn was gathered, beer was brewed, and the long, dark 
nights were coming. That was the time for the spirits to 
have their outing, and for the living to hope to pass over the 
winter well by propitiating the spirits. In Tooke’s Russia 
(vol. i., p. 48) is an account of All Hallows among the 
Finns, which feast almost drives them out of their wits.

Dorman, in his Oriyin of Primitive Superstitions (p. 35), 
mentions that “ Many of the savages of South America 
have a subterranean spirit-world, where tho pursuits are 
the same as in life. The Zufiis had removed their spirit- 
world to a comfortable distance, where they would not be 
troubled with them daily ; but they annually assembled 
on the top of a lofty mesa, and spent the entire day in 
communication with the spirits of the departed, who were 
supposed on that day to revisit that locality and hold con
verse with their friends and relatives, who carried them 
presents.” This superstition, ho says, is very similar to the 
custom of Roman Catholics on All-Souls Day. The 
Catholic custom of grave decorating on All Saints is one 
of the most deep-seated, and in Eastern Europo it is 
customary to light lamps and lanterns at the graves, to let 
the spirits see their way about. In Japan, also, on the day 
of the dead they light the tombs with colored lanterns and

place on them food for the spirits. Next morning little 
vessels are sent out to sea, also provided with food, that the 
spirits may migrate to another clime. This giving of one day 
to the dead has something poetical, pathetic, and attractive 
about i t ; and the feast of All Saints is retained by Auguste 
Comte in the Positivist Calendar. With our Pagan ancestors 
the day of spirits was connected with the break-up of the 
season of fruitage and the coming of winter and desolation.

_ Plammarion says, in his Astronomical Myths, that the 
night of November 1 was to the Druids one full of mystery, 
in which they annually celebrated the reconstruction of the 
world. On this day the Druidess nuns had to pull down 
and rebuild the roof of their temple, as a symbol of the 
destruction and renovation of the earth. If any of these 
nuns happened to drop any of the materials for this new 
roof, they were pounced upon and torn to pieces by their 
companions, who were seized with a fanatic transport. R 
was also on this night that the Druids extinguished the 
sacred fire, and then all other fires were put out, and a 
primitive night reigned throughout the land. Then the 
phantoms of those who had died in the preceding ye»1' 
passed along to the West, and were carried away by boats 
to the judgment seat of the god of the dead.

Offerings of the fruits of the earth used to be laid out 
for the spirits, but these in time came to be used chiefly in 
divination, for it was thought that the eve of All Souls 
was the special time to call spirits from the vasty deep, to 
divine one’s fortune, and to evoke the apparition of one s 
future husband or wife.

Burns has so happily described the Ayrshire supersti
tions and customs of Halloween that to his poem the 
reader must be directed. W e will look at a few other3) 
mostly taken from Hazlitt’s edition of Brand’s Antiquity 
T. Bisset, D.D., minister of Logierait, Perthshire, says • 
“ On the evening of October 31, O.S., a remarkable 
ceremony is observed. Heath, broom, and dressings o 
flax are tied upon a pole. This faggot is then kindled 
One takes it upon his shoulders, and, running, bears i 
round the village. A  crowd attends. When the hrS, 
faggot is burnt out, a second is bound to the pole 
kindled in the same manner. Numbers of these blam'G 
faggots are often carried together, and, when the night 13 
dark, they form a splendid illumination.” The minrJ0 
of Callander says : “  On All Saints’ Even they set up b°a 
fires in every village. When the bonfire is consumed, 11 
ashes are carefully collected 
There is a stone put in near 
person of the several families interested in 
and whatever stone is moved out of its place -  - jS 
next morning the person represented by that St0"®th3 
devoted, or fey, and is supposed not to live twelve neon 
from that day.” The minister of Kirkmichael, ef-r 
shire, says : “ THa nr.wtiw nf liahf.inc bonfires on

it

the oonnre is cumuu..-, 
into the form of a circle- 

the circumference for every 
the bonfir®j 

or injured

The practice of lighting bonfires on the 
night of winter, accompanied with various ceremon ’ 
still prevails in this and the neighboring highland^Paris^ag
Formerly the Hallow Even fire, a relic of Druidism,^^
kindled in Buchan. Various magic ceremonies were ^
celebrated to counteract the influence of witches ^  
demons, and to prognosticate to the young their s'r̂ cse 
or disappointment in the matrimonial lottery. anJ 
being devoutly finished, the Hallow fire was kindle 
guarded by the male part of the family.” This ^
ival families or clans would attempt to scatteri .. a • . ____  ___ « Rut now \ .and thus bring disaster on their enemies. “ •pu*' on]y 1 

Hallow fire, when kindled, is attended by ch ild re n ^ ^  
and the country girl, renouncing the rites ot 
endeavors to enchant her swain by the charms of dr

ist
of industry.”

In North Wales, upon All Saints’ Eve, they 
great fire called Coel Goeth, and, when the fire the 
extinguished, every one throws a whito stone tjjeir 
ashes, having first marked i t ; then, having ®a j n tbe 
prayers, turning round the fire, they go to be foUnl{ 
morning they search out the stones, and, if aIl3' , eV 
wanting, tho owner is supposed to dio before an eiviJ>l 
Saints’ Eve. They also distributed Soul Cakes, on cr0p 0 
which poor people pray God to bless the nex g»uJ<

God have y«»r t0 b®
All Ha.— _ M  i/* ^0

poor people pray 
wheat. The poor used to say 
teens and all.” Seed cakes at Hallows 0f
common in Warwickshire. At Eipon, on the & ^
Saints, the good women make a cake for every 01 k
family. Martin tells us that at St. Kilda they 
this time “ a large cake, in the form of a triangle 
round, which was to be all eaien that night.”
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In Owen’s account of the bards we read: “  The autumnal 
fire is still kindled in North Wales on the eve of November 1, 
attended by many ceremonies, such as running through 
the fire and smoke, each casting a stone into the fire,” etc. 
In the Gentleman’s Magazine for 1784 it is stated that at 
I’indern, in Derbyshire, the boys and girls go every year, 
on the evening of November 2, to the common, and light 
Op small fires, which they call Tindles. The burning of 
guys on November 5 only represents a modified survival of 
an ancient practice.

Martin, speaking of the Isle of Lewis, says it was long 
before the minister could persuade the people to relinquish 
a practice they had of going by night on Hallowtide to the 
Church of St. Mulvay, whence one of their number went 
!nto the sea up to his waist, with a cup of ale brewed 
Mr the occasion with malt contributed by the inhabitants, 
and, pouring the liquid into the water, invoked the sea- 
god Shony, who was supposed to have an influence over 
the crops. They then returned to church, observed a 
Moment’s dead silence; then extinguished, at a given 
S1gnal, the candle on the altar, and proceeded to the fields, 
'vhere the rest of the night was spent in revelry. The Rev. 
M. Mac Phail, in his account of the Superstitions of the 
Lewis (Folk Lore, p. 165; June, 1895), says the invocation 
there was, “  Shoni, Shoni! send us plenty of sea-ware this 
yoar, and we will give thee more ale next year.” H. Arnot 
reports, in his Criminal Trials, that in the seventeenth 
rentury a poor woman was burnt, in the south of Scotland, 
fln a charge of “  blasphemy.” She was alleged to have 
offered a cup of ale to the Devil.

It was an old custom in England at this time for poor 
Persons and beggars to go a sending— that is, they begged 
JOoney, and offered to pray for the souls of the donors and
no departed. In The Two Gentlemen of Verona Shakespeare 

O’^kes Speed speak of one puling “ like a beggar at Hallow- 
T ^ s>” Special soul cakes were made for the dead, and
oildren used to sing a carol beginning :—

S ou l! soul ! for a soul-cake ;
Pray, good mistress, for a soul cake— 
One for Peter, two for Paul,
Threo for Them that made us all.

Pg n.s°me parts— e.g., North Staffordshire— “ souling,” or 
egging for apples on the Eve of All Souls, is still a common 
stom. This custom, Miss Charlotte S. Burne, authoress 

'.hropshire Folk-Lore, says,
' rish “  by a new vicar forbidding it to the National 

5*001 ch ildren ' -------- |  ‘

was suddenly checked in her 
orbidding it to the National 

(Folk-Lore, September, 1890, p. 321).
*uc men of God are usually violently opposed to any 
s,'perstition save their own. Yet the getting of apples by 
* ,'fdren under pretence of souling is venial, compared 
"^b living on the labors of others by pretending to give 
a Nation through the blood of a dead Jew.

J. M. W h e e l e r .

THE BIBLE AND HUMAN PROGRESS.
Tr
r e , ’*  aro certain facts deserving of attention when the'■„“Won of thn TiiKl n ♦ nrArrroeo ie n tv nnnoi/lflrnrl

ese Of the Bible to human progress is being considered, 
are : (1) The place whero it is supposed to haveigln a* i \ /  ̂ ------

ien lecl Was not remarkable for a high state of philosophy,

Th
Ofj
lienee
ktiowj ’ i ° r £eneral education. Literature, culture, and 
De.se,  ̂ ° °  °f nature, which aro the characteristics of the 
Hero Progressive age, were comparatively unknown 
fritter ni03f' ° f  fbo contents of the Bible were
Chrisi; ' . Albert Barnes, in his Lectures on the Evidences of 
Und y niyJ (pp. 257-8), writes : “  The Bible camo from a 
clas8ic^distinguished for literature; a land not rich in 
ft« (]js 1 associations ; a land not distinguished for pushing 
QMervW.1VeT'es ]'n{o the regions of science. Chaldea had its 
stars aa ^r' es, and the dwellers there looked out on tho 
Lie t '1(f gave them names; Egypt had its temples whero 
VCro as of science, as well as tho precepts of religion, 
Hca<lemi0,n,nitt<Hl to tho sacred priesthood ; Greece had 
the att c gcoves, but Judea had neither. To such things 

theip'plon ° f  the nation was never turned. Wo havo 
4tt; an] t,erature- aH their science, all their knowledge of 
®̂r°'r(',, this is in tho Bible. Among tho ancients they 

^ ¡o^ g a rd ed  as a narrow-minded, a bigoted, a super-
h w  D fin rvlr»  X T ----- \-------------------- , „ „  A n f i r f l  o K e n n P f t  n f  t/h ANow, hore was an entiro absence of the 

(2) j j j  ® e®ents that havo aided modern progress.
alleged period when the Biblo was written was

one of moral and mental darkness. The grandeur of 
Rome had subsided, the glories of Greece had departed, 
philosophy was at a discount, and the facts of science were 
unknown. Further, ethics were in their infancy, the 
government of the universe was misunderstood, and the 
true nature of man had not then been comprehended. 
The result is, that the teachings of the Bible are thoroughly 
unscientific, its philosophy is misleading, and, as John 
Stuart Mill has shown in his work, On Liberty, its morality 
is incomplete and defective. Moreover, Bible statements 
as to the origin of all things, the development of the human 
race, the manifestation of phenomena, the self power of 
man, and the value of intellectual acquirements, are all the 
very opposite to the lessons derived from a progressive and 
an enlightened age.

(3) The factors necessary to human progress existed 
before the Bible was known, and are now to be found in 
sections of the community where Biblical teachings are not 
accepted as an authority in mundane affairs. Greece, 
without the aid of the Bible, had reached a high state of 
culture, of intellectual sublimity, and of moral excellence. 
It is to the Greeks that historians trace the beginnings of 
our intellectual civilisation. As Max Müller observes: 
“ Like their own goddess, Athense, the people of Athens 
seem to spring full-armed into the arena of history, and we 
look in vain to Egypt, Syria, and India for more than a 
few seeds that burst into such marvellous growth on the 
soil of Attica ” (Science of Language). “  To the Greeks,” 
says the present Bishop of London, “  we owe the corrective 
which conscience needs to borrow from nature.” The same 
Christian writer admits that “ it is in the history of Rome 
rather than in the Bible that we find our models of precepts 
of political duty, and especially of the duty of patriotism.” 
With such facts as these given by Bible believers, how 
futile it is to contend that to its teachings we are indebted 
for the progress of the world.

(4) Professor Huxley, after showing that modern pro
gress is the result of a knowledge and application of 
physical science, says: “  She is teaching the world that 
the ultimate court of appeal is observation and experience, 
and not authority.” The Bible, however, teaches the very 
opposite, for it rests upon authority, not upon observation 
and experience. Many of its teachings are certainly 
contrary to what we learn from the observed facts of 
nature and tho lessons of experience. From these sources 
we find that the progress of the world has been an 
evolutionary process, and that things change for the better 
with increased experience and facilities. But the Bible 
alleges that at the “ beginning” all things were perfect, 
and that God pronounced them to be “  very good,” 
although they proved to be far from good if the Bible 
theory be true. Now, wo have no lack of evidence to 
show that the history of man has been one of progression, 
not retrogression.

The Bible teaches that the operations of nature depend 
upon the capricious will' of God. If his children obeyed 
him and walked in his statutes, they were to have rain in 
“  due season,” and grass in their fields for their cattle ; but 
if they did not hearken unto him he would “  shut up the 
heaven that there bo no rain,” he would appoint terror 
over them and subject them to “ consumption and tho 
burning ague,” and they were to eat the flesh of their sons 
and daughters (Lev. xx v i.; Deut. x i . ; Psalm lxxviii.). 
There are no elements in these barbarous narratives that 
would tend to the progress of humanity. Besides, if it 
were onco sincerely believed that the operations of naturo 
were interfered with in consequence of belief or disbelief in 
theological figments, there would be no reliance upon the 
stability of natural law, and cause and effect would have no 
meaning. The belief in this very law has formed the basis 
of all progress ; it is the fulcrum on which the lever rests 
that has caused the advancement from tho ignorance of tho 
past to tho enlightenment of the present. This natural 
law is not recognised in the Bible, and therefore so far its 
teachings are not favorable to the progress of society. 
Men of science no longer inculcate the delusion that this 
world is governed by a supernatural will in opposition to 
the doctrine of fixed natural laws.

Progress cannot be secured, to any great extent, if tho 
acquirement of knowledge is retarded ; but the tendency 
of Biblo teachings is to do this, and its believers have done 
their best to limit knowledge to the Biblo and to writings 
which favored its inculcations. They have manifested a 
dread of secular instruction, and even God is reported as
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becoming alarmed at his first children knowing too much 
(Genesis iii. 22). Paul writes : “  But if any man be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant ” (Cor. xiv. 38). He also 
says: “  But God hath chosen the foolish things of this 
world to confound the wise ” (1 Cor. i. 27), which was a 
very foolish thing to do ; and in the same chapter (verse 19) 
we read: “ I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will 
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent”— a 
poor encouragement, surely, for obtaining wisdom. The 
following command, said to be from God, is certainly not 
conducive to the spread of knowledge : “  And he said, Go, 
and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand n ot; 
and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of 
this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their 
eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed. Then said I, Lord, how long ? And he 
answered : Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
and the houses without man, and the land be utterly 
desolate” (Isaiah vi. 9, 10, 11).

Progressive ideas arise from mental activity, unfettered 
by fear and undismayed by the dread of penalties that 
might be inflicted for arriving at any other conclusion than 
a certain specified one. The tendency of Bible teaching is 
to inspire the mind with terror; which often prevents 
intellectual freedom. For instance, many portions of the 
book inculcate the notion that those persons shall be “  put 
to death ” who “  hath spoken to turn you away from the 
Lord your G o d w h i l e ,  if even a mother, wife, or daughter 
seek to induce a man to serve other than the Jewish God, 
the Bible exclaims: “  Thou shalt not consent unto him, 
nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, 
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him ; 
but thou shalt surely kill him ” (Deut. xiii. and xvii.). 
The same spirit of dread and restriction is taught in 
2 Thessalonians (i. 7-9). It is also stated that all things 
are done at the command of this God. As the prophet 
says, “  Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not 
done it 1” (Amos iii. 7 ) ;  “ I form the light and create dark
ness, I make peace and create ev il; I, the Lord, do all these 
things ” (Isaiah xlv. 7). Such teaching, if sincerely 
believed, must make the intellect stagnant, man a helpless 
creature, and therefore progress impossible. To teach that 
human affairs are regulated by this supernatural being, and 
that they are dependent upon his vacillating will, is to 
promulgate the delusion that in the operations of nature 
there is no certainty.

The fact is, the candid and impartial mind arrives 
inductively and deductively at the conclusion that the 
advancement of useful knowledge, and its application for 
the removal of physical and mental evils, have been in 
proportionate ratio to the cessation of belief in Bible 
teachings. Less and less are men heeding the commands 
of revenge given in the Old Testament, or those of non- 
resistance found in the New. No practical attention is 
paid to Christ’s supposed Sermon on the M ount; to his 
doctrine of prayer ; to his utter disregard of this world, or 
to his assigned cause of physical diseases. Belief in the 
power of secular knowledge, and reliance upon the facts of 
science, have taken the place of the confidence which was 
once felt in the inculcations of tho Bible ; and the result is 
that we are at tho present time progrossing to a higher 
state of civilisation than has ever existed at any period 
during the Christian era. Charles W atts.

HENRY GEORGE ON RELIGION AND THE STATE.

Like other political economists of the new school, Mr. 
Henry George has been guilty in his time of promulgating 
serious doctrinal errors, which, being fundamental in their 
nature, havo largely prevented a fuller recognition of the 
truths he has assisted in disseminating. It seems inevitable 
that all original and great thinkers, though masters of the 
special subjects with which they deal, are unable to 
appreciate the essential features of other matters of no 
less vital importance for tho public welfare. Henry 
George, however, has made amends for some of his 
superficialities by his outspoken advocacy of certain 
principles which many of the petted leaders of democracy 
to-day fight shy of, and will not have discussed except on 
narrow premises of their own. He has fearlessly com

batted the popular notion that it is the duty of the State 
to concern itself with questions of faith; that one of the 
functions of government is the provision of theological 
instruction; and that the association of religion with 
authority is necessary for the well-being and morality of 
a community. In his volume on Social Problems Mr. 
George devotes a chapter to “  The Functions of Govern
ment,” under which heading he writes plainly and forcibly 
of the proper relations of the State, religion, and morality- 
This is one of his passages: “ It is not the business of 
government to make men virtuous or religious, or to 
preserve the fool from the consequences of his folly- 
Government should bo repressive no further than is 
necessary to secure liberty by protecting the equal rights 
of each from aggression on the part of others, and the 
moment governmental prohibitions extend beyond these 
lines they are in danger of defeating the very ends they 
were intended to serve.” These are words of wisdom, 
which, though uttered by Secularists in many forms times 
out of number, are of special significance coming from the 
pen of an acknowledged Christian, whose desire is to 
reform the world, not only in the interests’ of man, but for 
the glory of God, who has, seemingly, so signally failed w 
his creative works and social arrangements. There are 
many people to-day who are being seduced by the 
sophistries of social saviors, and it is to these the words of 
warning must be taken. They must be urged to with
draw their trust from sycophantic leaders; they must be 
made to realise— which they are far from doing at present 
— that tho alliance of the State and the Church is 
indefensible on grounds of justice and liberty, and that the 
interference on the part of a governing power with the 
private belief or unbeliefs of its subjects is a gross 
perversion of the rights of man.

Never was it needed so much as it is at present that the 
cardinal principle of religious liberty should be mad0 
known to the half-intelligent masses of electors who now 
wield the sceptre of legislative power. Education, 80 
powerful in other respects, has done but little in developing 
healthy opinion on the proper place in society for rehgi°n’ 
so blasting has been the effect of sectarian prejudice on 
minds otherwise free. The local and national business o 
the country being vested in representative bodies, wine 
are now, more than ever, kept constantly in touch with th 
ideas of tho governed, it follows that all legislative wor 
must depend upon the bent of the popular mind. I 
system is one of many defects, and is open to many 
objections; but, so long as it exists, it is clear that 
serious alteration can be made in the law until R 
distinctly and definitely called for by a majority of ^

middle and poorer classes w0 
of theirpeople. Beforotime the 

not consulted as to the methods
poorer

and manner
government, the propertied and titled classes monopohsi o 
the instrument of management, during which period c ^  
paratively little concern was manifested with the en' 
ments of controlling bodies only so far as the administra ^  
of existing laws, and the making of new, affected P" 
safety and comfort. Protest by small communities m ^  
State was practically useless; there were no means 
voicing their grievances or giving effect to their dcs ■ „t 
But now the Government is not an oligarchy. The S ‘ 
growth of democracy has equalised men of all Sra t' and 
society in respect of electoral power; the ploughman ^  
the squire, the sweep and the lord, and the artisan 
the capitalist sit on the same bench to order the de . 
of the nation. Such authority, such power, such î e0 
tunity in the hands of the working classes have never th0 
fully and freely utilised. It is said that Jyhe ^ j ed

" do,American slaves were set at liberty many of *k0m 
to realise their position ; they were ignorant what 

sought to be taken back into bondago again-and sought to be taken back into bondage 
attitude of the British working man since the 
franchise has been somewhat similar. Lethargic, -¡¡ty, 
indifferent, prejudiced, and full of tho spirit of s.01 ,ind 
ho has practically rejected the offer of his salvatiOj j,js 
spurned the means of exodus from the land ^ut b 
oppression. Politicians may argue to the contrary > 
is almost indisputable that a largo proportion t;0nS 
electorate care little, and know less, of tho many ‘l^pofi05’ 
on which they vote. Hence it is that many n*0^ }, th0 
abuses, and privileges havo not been removed, tn ^ i i l 0 
changed foundations on which the constitution rcS'..0\üÛ0liS 
havo led one to suppose that many peaceful re 
would have long ere now been accomplished.
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In respect of the question of the establishment of State 
Churches, and, bound up with that, the relations of the 
individual to religion and government, it is sad to 
confess the non-existence of much sound opinion in the 
public mind. True, there has been for some years past a 
vague kind of agitation for the disestablishment of the 
Church in Wales, carried on by the Nonconformist section 
of one of the political parties; and certain bold ones among 
their number have gone so far as to suggest a similar process 
for the State Church in England ; but it is pretty plain 
that mere sectarian interests only have dictated such 
action. W e do not know if it be disputed, but it is 
tolerably safe to assume that, were the opportunity 
presented any one of the dissenting bodies of instating 
itself in the position of the Established Church with its 
endowments and emoluments, it would not refuse the 
Privilege, and continue to stand by the principle of non
governmental recognition of religion. The Nonconformist 
attitude on this question is solely prompted by motives of 
self-interest and jealousy. The Free Churches, enjoying 
tbo pecuniary and social advantages enjoyed by the 
Establishment, and perceiving no chance of grasping the 
Perquisites of ascendency, adopt the only course open for 
them— that of championing the principle of self-supporting 
Churches free from State alliance, the advocacy of which 
admits the assertion of the blessings of their own unfettered 
Position with the boastful exhibition of their liberty. Their 
policy is choicely indicated in the lines

Well, while lam  a beggar I  will rail,
And say, There is no sin but to be rich ;
And, being rich, my virtue then shall be
To say, There is no vice but beggary. i

Cnly they full well know that the latter possibility will 
never be realised.
th^mong the teachers and preachers of democracy, also, 
acre are few who handle the question of the relation of 

government with private beliefs on its broadest merits. 
** ,°r two could be mentioned, we believe, who recognise 
Q injustice of State recognition of a creed in a country 
hose inhabitants are attached to numberless beliefs and 
? e to none at all, and they have sometimes given 

,.u|ate expression to their ideas in a more or less 
xphcit kind of way. Public men, however, fear to 

jeopardise their reputations, for which they care far more 
ai} any cause they advocate; and, knowing that no 
etion of the public is so intolerant and prejudiced as the 

C‘igious class, they are exceedingly careful to refrain from 
°Unding their susceptibilities. On the question of religious 
duality they are especially diligent in refraining from 
caling jt8 fundamentals, contenting themselves with 

0 ,lnS with half-hearted believers in tho principle, whose 
desire is to remove their own shackles, no matter how 

Iriav‘ ly similar impediments may press on other people. 
fe. , Passage quoted above Henry George has spoken out 
nop °SŜ ’ ancE though the words may have often been 
i(Ie.'c«(l before, it is not without benefit to emphasise his 
othlS 0n. subject, in view of the ominous silence of 
of pf writers. lie  indicates his knowledge of the essentials 
c0er .0rty when lie points out that governments become 
ConcClv° ill'd tyrannical when they infringe on the personal 

their subjects. It is not the business of govern
ing to make people religious, or to provide them with the 
protins °f ministering to their “ spiritual needs.” Tho 

ati° n crce(ts should be assisted only by their 
¿ eg- fees> and not by grants from tho national exchequer. 
anot? es the immorality of robbing one man to pay for 
W h p v  man’s Priest, there is the danger that in the 
influ hment of a religious system with vast powers and 
SuW°n« *  there may "be created a movement in society 
A. l l ersiVo.to the interests and safety of the constitution, 

ioif° priesthood, an extensive monopoly, a great organi-sati
,,r|(Wrn'VIt' 1 c‘ v'i powers and privileges, 
cf her ln  ̂ ^10 healthy life of a country, and sap a nation 
^ siuteo-.VlP0r' The records of history show what a 
the d^ t m g  force is organised religion ; it is, therefore, 

•> of the State to guard against tho recurrence of~ • - j ±1-, _:i

are liable to

Henry George recognised
of

the evil 
sectarian

6huilar u c°tisen„ndanSers- cieocjT'ences of
h'ctit t a,nd Urg e d ___

the n lnterfere with tho views which anyone may hold 
hi Hi, So ! 0;ltor> or with the worship he may choose to pay 
hot rv,../,?n8 as the exercise of these individual rights does

governmental patronage 
that “  it is not tho business of govern-

' inflict rith the equal liberty of others; and the result

of governmental interference in this domain has been 
hypocrisy, corruption, persecutions, and religious war.”

F. W ilson.

INFIDEL ABOLITIONISTS.

W hether William Lloyd Garrison was an “ infidel” or 
not, it is certain that the orthodox Christian press of 
America stigmatised him as one, and that some of his most 
prominent colleagues were unbelievers in the divine 
authority of the Bible, which, in any full sense, he was 
also. Prominent among his friends and colleagues was 
Henry Clarke Wright. He wrote many abolitionist works, 
and was also author of The Errors of the Bible Demonstrated 
by the Truth”'of Nature. He also wrote The Living Present 
and the Dead Past.

Another prominent friend and colleague was Parker 
Pillsbury, who, though he became a Congregational 
minister, left the Church, which ho found to be the 
bulwark of slavery. Wendell Phillips relates that the 
Faculty of Andover Theological Institution threatened 
Pillsbury that they would never recommend him to a 
parish unless, he gave up speaking at anti-slavery meetings. 
In his Acts of the Anti-Slavery Apostles Pillsbury shows that 
“  the apostles ” were everywhere met by the opposition 
of the Churches. Pillsbury acted as editor of the Herald 
of Freedom, of the National Anti-Slavery Standard, and the 
Devolution. He became an out-and-out Freethinker, wrote 
Pious Frauds, and contributed to the Boston Investigator and 
the Freethinkers' Magazine.

Then there was Ernestine Louise Rose, who proudly 
called herself an Atheist, and wrote a Defence of Atheism. 
This eloquent and brave woman lectured, without fee, 
against slavery, not only in the North, but in the Southern 
States. She died as she had lived, a confirmed infidel. 
Her friend and colleague in Abolitionism, as in the 
Woman’s Rights movement, and in Freethought, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, still lives. Before them Frances Wright 
had taught the same doctrines, and The Life of IF. L. 
Garrison, by her sons, says : “  Her attempted community, 
Shelby, co. Tennessee, in 1825, was a notable early anti
slavery enterprise.” Harriet Martineau, who also became 
an Atheist, was one of the best upholders of tho anti
slavery cause, both in England and America. Lucy 
Colman is another woman who has spent most of her life 
in promoting Freethought, the abolition of slavery, and 
woman’s emancipation.

The first corresponding secretary of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society was Elizur Wright. He edited the 
Abolitionist and tho Commonwealth. He was a firm and 
uncompromising Atheist, and a contributor to the Boston 
Investigator, Freethinkers' Magazine, etc. He promoted the 
Convention which organised the American Liberal (Free- 
thought) League. He died in 1885, and his funeral oration 
was delivered by Colonel Ingersoll.

C. C. Burleigh, who was twice put in jail for selling 
anti-slavery books on Sunday, was, with Francis Jackson, 
C. K. Whipple, A. K. Foster, and Garrison, among the 
callers of tho Anti-Sabbath Convention.

Emerson, Thoreau, Theodore Parker, Gerrit Smith, and 
La Roy Sunderland were all men of literary standing in 
the ranks of tho Abolitionists, and all tainted with very pro
nounced heresy.

GARRISON AND THE BIBLE.

I n the life of JFilliam Lloyd Garrison, by his sons, Wendell 
Phillips and Francis Jackson Garrison (vol. iii., p. 386), is 
given the following as the text of a resolution moved by 
Garrison at the Hartford Bible Convention, June 5,
1853 :—

“ Resolved : That the doct rine of the American Church 
and priesthood, that the Bible is the Word of God; that 
whatever it contains was given by Divino inspiration ; 
and that it is tho only rule of faith and practice ; is self- 
evidently absurd, exceedingly injurious both to the 
intellect and soul, highly pernicious in its application, 
and a stumbling-block in the way of human redemp
tion.”

In tho eighteenth volume of his Liberator (p. 186, 1845)
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Mr. Garrison reviewed the works of Thomas Paine, which 
he had then read for the first time. In the course of the 
review he said:—

“ To say that everything contained within the lids of 
the Bible is divinely inspired, and to insist upon the 
dogma as fundamentally important, is to give utterance 
to a bold fiction, and to require the suspension of the 
reasoning faculties. To say that everything in the 
Bible is to be believed simply because it is found in that
volume is equally absurd and pernicious...... When the
various books of the Bible were written, or by whom 
they were written, no man living can tell. This is purely 
amatter of conjecture; and as conjecture is notcertainty,
it ceases to be authoritative...... Truth is older than any
parchment, and would still exist though a universal 
conflagration should consume all the books in the 
world.”

GARRISON AND “ INFIDELS.”

All thinkers know— if Christians don’t—  
“ D.V.” means this, or nil—

That things that won’t be, merely won’t ; 
And things that will be, will.

Of course, the implication is—
If God must first agree—

That all our acts are really his ;
That he does all— not we.

All honest parsons must admit—
If honest ones there be—- 

That none can e’en a “  weasand slit,” 
Unless their “ D.” is “  V .”

If God is God, he’s all in all,
And less he cannot be ;

So thieves will steal, and cats will squall, 
Next Tuesday week (D.V.).

Since writing my article on “ Some Christian Truths” 
( Freethinker, Oct. 13, p. 642), I have found, full confirmation 
of what was told me by my friend, Ernestine L. Rose, and 
what is affirmed in Mr. Bradlaugh’s Notes on Christian 
Evidences—viz., that William Lloyd Garrison had to resort 
to an “  infidel ” hall to deliver his anti-slavery lectures. 
The facts are given in the largest and best life of the great 
Abolitionist, entitled William Lloyd Garrison, 1805-1879; 
The Story of his Life. Told ly his Children. (New York : 
The Century Co.; 1885.) On page 211 of the first volume 
appears the following

“  During the first fortnight after his arrival in Boston, 
Mr. Garrison vainly endeavored to procure, without 
cost, a place in which to deliver his lectures, and he 
finally sent this advertisement to the Courier: ‘ Wanted, 
for three evenings, a Hall or Meeting-house (the latter 
would be preferred) in which to vindicate the rights of 
TWO MILLIONS of American citizens who are now 
groaning in servile chains in this boasted land of 
iiberty; and also to propose just, benevolent, and 
constitutional measures for their relief. As the addresses 
will be gratuitous, and as the cause is of public benefit, I 
cannot consent to remunerate any society for theuseof its 
building. If this application fails, I propose to address 
the citizens of Boston in the open air on the Common.— 
William Lloyd Garrison, No. 30 Federal-street, October 11 
1830.’ This appeal was quickly answered, but not by any 
of the Christian ministers or churches of Boston. It was 
left for a society of avowed ‘ infidels ’ [Note.—Under the 
leadership of Abner Kneeland] to save the city from the 
shame of sealing its doors against the slaves’ advocate, 
and to offer him their hall for his three lectures, although, 
as a body and individually, they had no personal acquaint
ance or sympathy with him, and no especialinterest in his 
cause.”

This is final and decisive. It may bo well for Freethou<dit 
advocates to keep this extract beside them in view of 
controversy. J, M. W.

“ D.V.”  OR “ GOD WILLING.”

On pious posters, years ago,
We always used to see,

For instance : “ Mr. So-and-so 
Will preach to-night (D.V.).”

And even yet, a few remain,
In ’ninety-five A.D.

Apparently possessed of brain,
Who uso the sign “  D.V.”

These praying folk think God decides 
Each hour, what things shall be,

And yet they count upon the tides 
Without the sign “  D .V.”

They know the moon enough to know 
It ne’er skylarking tries,

And that the tides will ebb and flow 
“ D.V.” or otherwise.

But these are days of common sense,
So now we seldom see 

Announcements in a future tenso 
Conditioned by “  D.V.”

The spirit of our Freethought day 
Has forced the world to see 

That now ’tis time to put away 
The silly sign “  D .V.”

A  few who cannot quite forsake 
The pious sign “  D.V.”

Prefix an “ 0  and thus they make 
The symbol “  O.D.V.”

Thus godly signs and symbols fade,
With all they symbolise :

The priests’ and parsons’ stock-in-trade, 
Which honest men despise.

And now, as Science proves her rules,
The Christian’s forced to see 

That faith in prayer’s the faith of fools— 
Amen ! So let it bo.

G. L. Mackenzie-

A C I D  DR O P S .

Christianity i3 the religion of mercy—that is, to all w 
escape hell. It is also the religion of peace—that is, g
the Christians leave off fighting. But they don’t I(:aV? 
frequently, or for long at a time ; and the best of the W 
is, that they generally bring in their religion to sane 
rapine and bloodshed. Let us take a couple of illustratio

On Saturday last a big new English warship was launch®  ̂
at Chatham. It has all the latest improvements, an g
thought to be the most destructive ship afloat. Its bus) 
is to send other ships to the bottom if required. Uu 
advent of this terrible monster on the sea had to be.atte ft 
with a religious ceremony. The dockyard chaplain re ^ .g 
portion of a psalm, and implored God’s blessing 011 
magnificent specimen of man’s malignant ingenuity.

On Sunday Te Deums were sung at Notre Dame in Fg 3  
and at other churches in various parts of I  ranee- 
Almighty was thanked for letting the French ench 
Madagascese. It is difficult to see what right the x 
have in Madagascar at all. The island is a very , b-)ants. 
from France, and ought to belong to its own irina.0 jeSts 
However, the French think otherwise, and their “  ga)j]0 
think so too, and apparently the Lord is of tn pPirig
opinion. Anyhow, he shows no indignation a  .Tb®
thanked for his share in the bloody business. 'ifacbi^ 
last phrase is not swearing. It is a quotation from -

The magistrates of Dundee have been severely ^ '^ its  
by certain ministers for licensing certain spirit chur° '̂ 
Lindsay-street, said to be directly underneath » belof 
The proximity of the spirits above to the BPirA]jly tf0 
seems the occasion of the disturbance, but Pr0 !Iient 
church people are responsible for letting the has 
the purpose named. ____

Samuel Oldham Allan, of Lees-road, OldhanUgj $ i 
Protestant who married a Catholic. On his deal
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called in a priest, and he received extreme unction. This 
anointing from the holy one resulted in ructions. The 
friends quarrelled how he should be buried. There was a 
scuffle at the house, and the brothers forcibly removed the 
corpse to have it interred by a Church of England clergy
man. But this person declined, having heard that the 
deceased died a Catholic and his widow wished him buried 
by a Catholic priest. A noisy crowd assembled and waited 
a long while, till at last a Catholic father was induced to 
Perform the ceremony, and the women bore the bier in 
triumph to the grave, the widow having police protection 
from the cemetery to her home.

Another Church of England parson—the Rev. E. M. 
fhillipa Treby, rector of Forrabury, Cornwall—has gone 
°ver to Rome. However, the clerical market is well stocked, 
aud the vacancy will soon be filled.

Big salaries are not confined to the Established Church, 
borne of the Nonconformists make the best of this life while 
they are waiting for the next. “ Why should men,” asks the 
■New Age, “ be paid twelve hundred a year for holding out 
Prospects of perdition to workers on twelve shillings a 
■̂ eek ?” We have asked that question ourselves, and we are 
glad to hear it echoed by Mr. Fletcher.

„ Mr.W. H. D. Rouse, in Folk-Lore, of June this year, gives
Notes from Syria,” and mentions that “  Women who wish 

tor children tie a thread round a broken pillar (that which 
Popularly called th e ‘ hanging pillar”) in the Church of 

?be Annunciation at Nazareth ; and afterwards they wear 
tt about their waists.” It thus seems that a very primitive 
superstition remains in the native place of the Christian’s

, An interesting review of Malay Sketches, by F. Swetten 
“ a®, is given in the Saturday Review (October 19). It 
Notices that witchcraft and possession by evil spirits is 

Wely believed in by Malays, and says : “ Of the origin of 
Uese spirits there is a legend, dating from a time before the 
Cachings of Islam reached Malaya. When God purposed 
..make man, He took clay and fashioned it into a figure 
Uich He endowed with the spirit of life. But the spirit 

a a? too strong, and, the body being only clay, was rent into 
ip thousand fragments, and scattered all over the world. 

Qese were the jin, hantu, and bdjang of the Malays.”

ir bon God made another figure, but this time he wrought 
tli111Qk° the clay, which made the body able to withstand 
1R6 s*-rain of the vital spark, and it became man. This 
ofTlfd *s> no doubt, a survival of the ancient spirit worship 
ilfih Malays. as are many customs of the people which the 
at { ® medan priests dislike, but are often obliged to wink 

tor fear of unpopularity.”

^Christianity has never taken root in the Malay Peninsula. 
Rot i  w,,ottonbam tells a story of a Christian missionary who 
pro bold of an earnest and truthful Malay, apparently a 
thg lsing subject to begin upon. The missionary told him 
t0 ory of the Immaculate Conception. The Malay listened 
of tile und, showed great interest in the miraculous narrative 
to Blessed Virgin ; then he said : “  If that had happened 

y wife, I should have killed her.”
Hu

Pot ° Presbyterian says that “ Matthew Arnold, though 
a'bnh.n orthodox believer in Christianity, was a great 
GbarUar ii0f jhe ,Bible> an.d was the means of converting 
si0t i es Reade, the novelist, to Christianity. On one occa- 
Utipr upged Mr. Reade to read the Bible through in an 

Judiced and candid spirit. The novelist did so, and 
Ort}1(V‘erpBy led to accept the Gospel.” This is a real 
the Presbyterian whacker. Matthew Arnold rejected 
W;l:s “ Pernatural element in the Bible, and Charles Reade 
\Vas a 'Soever all his days. Winwood Reade, his nephew, 

s°eptic, and was never converted.
T) ------’ i

quest; i5urRess Golf Club, Edinburgh, is agitated on the 
by,,., 0,1 of Sunday playing. Bailie Macpherson wants a 
On., avv to stnn nraitinn lint Omincillor Cranston
uye-K ounaay playing, joanie luaujiiicinuu »«i™
°PpOsp st°P this horrid practice, but Councillor Cranston 
¡UeetinS .e bye-law as a piece of despotism. A_ special 
bopf.n K will be held to consider the matter. It is to be 
Cabe(] u ,   ̂ too much respect will not be paid to what is 
hurt iv i 6 feelings of the people of Scotland.” For our 
be°ple \ | ave n°  respect whatever for the “ feelings ” of

want their own predilections to be a law to t 
Both sides have “ feelings,” but apparentlyS y  ¿ ° rs‘ |------ iiuv» M  W

SQ ° f  the bigots that are to be consulted

of 
their 
it is

in German Emperor does not like to be stared at when 
i6 foil Tuning with the King of Kings. He has issued 

ii tch °Wlrig extraordinary notice: “ As soon as I enter 
Juich ’ t,very one is on the qui vive to look at me a thing 
pap ,mpy« me extremely. I therefore desire that all 
n-ar J)iv-ain fr°m this curiosity when I go on Sunday to 

Vltl° service! Thoso who desire to havo a good view

of me can do so every day when I take my walk in the 
Thiergarden, or drive in my carriage.”

Cremations are spreading in New York, especially among 
the Germans, since Dr. Hartmann’s scare about being buried 
alive. The cost of cremation is thirty-five dollars for an 
adult, which is less than that paid for a funeral. Indeed, it 
is claimed that cremation, with a handsome urn for the 
ashes and a niche for the urn, is altogether less costly than 
the price of a poor man’s burial.

Mr. Diggle, ex-chairman of the London School Board, 
repeats that old fable about the Queen declaring that the 
Bible is the cause of England’s greatness. Christian imagi
nation is so active, and Christian veracity so feeble, that 
useful falsehoods pass current in spite of any amount of 
contradiction.

Henry Sherwood, an American Doctor of Divinity, is in 
trouble at Blackburn. He is charged with maliciously 
wounding a laborer, and has to give substantial bail on 
remand, himself in £100 and two sureties of £50 each.

God is no respecter of persons, and his storms are no 
respecters of places. Churches get knocked down like 
theatres, or rather more so. During the recent cyclone in 
Italy a church collapsed at Avellino, east of Naples, and 
several persons were killed and more injured.

“ Dodo ” of Reynolds’ says he has received a letter from Mr. 
H. Sims, stating that if the Bible is to be believed the world 
is flat. “ Everyone now knows,” “ Dodo ” remarks,“ that the 
Old Testament does teach that the world is flat. Perhaps, 
if Mr. Sims addresses, say, the Archbishop of Canterbury—in 
that dignitary’s official, but not learned, capacity—he will 
discover why no State-Church parson believes the Bible 
in this respect.”

The Rev. G. W. Elliott went to preach at a church at 
Aston, and during the anthem left the building and proceeded 
to a neighboring public-house. The congregation waited in 
vain for his return. He was charged with drunkenness at 
the Aston Police Court, and remanded to see if anything 
could be done for him.

A clerical correspondent, who is not ashamed to give his 
name and address, has sent to the Rev. Dr. Guinness Rogers 
the following letter. It refers to Dr. Rogers’s recent address 
at the Congregational Union Assembly at Brighton, as 
reported in the Daily News: “  Reverend Sir,—If, as is 
reported, you said that ‘ the English people did not love the 
Anglican priesthood,’ you are a malignant liar. Royal David 
said, ‘ Liars shall be turned into hell.’ I wish you joy of your 
journey and its end.—Yours in the faith,----- .”—Daily News.

Dr. Dawson Burns writes to the Daily Nncs on the 
continued refusal of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
to print the Revised Version. He says : “ Without entering 
upon a discussion of the comparative merits of the two 
versions, it is beyond denial that the Authorised Version 
contains many errors of great magnitude from which the 
Revised Version is free ; and the persistent publication of 
myriads and millions of copies of the Authorised Version, 
with all its inaccuracies, to the exclusion of the Revised 
Version, is a procedure which has no parallel in the history 
of translated literature of any other kind.”

Sworn statements by native princes witness to human 
sacrifices still being offered in Ashanti. When Kwassie 
Aframi, the King of Gyeso, died King I’rempeh ordered six 
men to be sacrificed “ to go along with him to the other 
world.” The Dahomeyans had so strong a belief in 
immortality that they dispatched messengers to heaven, 
and if anything was forgotten another man was killed to 
take the postscript.

The Catholic Bishop of Nottingham was asked the plain 
question in the local Daily Express: “  What will become at 
death of a man who, from birth to death, never heard of 
our Bible, never heard of either Papist or Protestant, or of 
Jesus Christ, and who lived a pure, honest, and industrious 
life 1” The Bishop answered : “ I say that the man who was 
‘ on ly ’ pure, honest, and industrious would go to hell 
because he neglected to worship God by faith, hope, and 
charity, which axe necessary for everlasting salvation, for 
‘ without faith it is impossible to be pleasing to God ’ 
(Hebrew v. 3) ; and again (Hebrew iii.), ‘ We see that they 
could not enter in, because of unbelief ’ ; and ‘ This is the 
first and greatest commandment: thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy soul.’ ”

This is good sound Catholic doctrine. All outside the 
Church will be damned. There is no salvation in any other 
name under heaven. This is the good old cry to frighten 
the sheep into the shearing fold. Hume well said the more 
tremendous the divinity, and the more mysterious his
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methods of salvation, the better for the priests, to whom the 
frightened and the foolish always look for guidance.

The Crescent reports from the Ceylon Independent that Mr. 
C. J. R. Le Mesurier, a well-known member of the Ceylon 
Civil Service, has abjured Christianity, and on September 
15 embraced the faith of Islam. He has taken the Moslem 
name of Abdul Hamid.

Ameer Ali, a Rationalist Moslem, who writes in the 
Nineteenth Century, makes the following point against 
orthodox Christianity : “ The baptismal dogma is the best 
index to the charity of the Church of Christ. The orthodox 
Moslem believes that all children are born in Islam, and 
that they are perverted by education, so that if they die 
before they formally adopt any religion they go to heaven. 
The orthodox Christian believes that all children are born 
in original sin, and that if a child dies before it is baptised 
it is doomed to eternal perdition—the fate charitably 
assigned to heathens, Moslems, and Jews.”

The Lutheran Witness shows its true Christian spirit in the 
following remarks on German Rationalism : “ Just think of 
men like the famous—or rather infamous—Church historian, 
Harnack, in Berlin, who uses all his influence, not only to 
discredit parts of the Apostolic Creed, but to do away with 
it altogether. Think of Ritschlianism, which is subverting 
the system of Christian religion by denying all the cardinal 
doctrines of Christianity, as the doctrine of redemption and 
reconciliation as taught in the Scriptures, the doctrine of 
justification by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, etc. 
Think of the almost universal rejection of the doctrine of 
verbal inspiration, regarding which even the most prominent 
so-called orthodox-believing professors, who are looked upon 
as pillars in the Lutheran Church, declare that this doctrine 
as taught by the dogmaticians of our Church could not be 
accepted and adhered to any longer in the light of modern 
science.” Think of the Lutheran Witness unable to do any
thing better than howl at heresy.

The tombstone of the person at Allendale, who inscribed 
it as a rebuke to infidelity that his wife had ten children all 
of whom died in birth, reminds a correspondent that the 
Rev. J. Eagles, in his essays, mentions that “ A medical man 
told me that he was called upon to visit a woman who had 
been confined, and all of whose children had died. As he 
reached the door, a neighbor came out, saying : ‘ O, she’s a 
blessed ’oman, a blessed ’oman.’ ‘ What do you mean? said 
he. ‘ She’s a blessed ’oman, for she breeds angels for the 
Lord.’ ” ____

The.writer of “ Feminine Fancies” in the Wheeler, a 
cycling journal, speaks of marvellous trees alleged to have 
grown out of the grave of an Atheist at Aldenham, who 
said : “ If there be an Almighty Power, then let trees grow 
out of my grave.” Of course the legend grew up after the 
trees had grown. Such legends are numerous, and are 
easily accounted for. In ancient times it was customary to 
place seeds on graves as food offerings to the spirits of the 
dead. When the seeds grew, the plants coming from the 
grave were deemed to absorb the spirit beneath. Mr. Grant 
Allen holds that this was the origin of cultivation, that 
originally a corpse was supposed necessary for a crop, and 
this led to human sacrifices, for which animal sacrifices and 
consecrating fields were substituted.

Mrs. Hart, writing on Japanese women in the Saturday 
Review (Oct. 19), remarks : “ Good manners and courtesy are 
the constant rule of life in Japan, so that brutal conduct 
and wife-beating, common upon Christian people, are 
unknown there.” There are, however, serious drawbacks in 
Western eyes: for instance, the husband can return his 
wife to her family if unapproved. Since 1872, there has 
been a system of national education where boys and girls, 
rich and poor, are taught on the same benches.

A  traveller in the Sahara was once informed by one of 
his savage escort that he had just killed a devil. It appeared 
that the devil was the traveller’s watch, which the savage 
had found, and, hearing it tick, had concluded there was a 
devil inside. Accordingly he smashed it by hurling it against 
a tree (El Tounsy. Voyage au Ouaday, p. 538 ; Paris, 1851). 
How would Palejrs famous argument from the watch have 
operated on this savage t

Mr. Didier says the negro in America is an habitual liar 
and thief. On this Judge Tourgee remarks: “ Considering 
the fact that Southern white Christian civilisation had 
absolute control of the American negro for two hundred and 
fifty years, that there is nearly as much white as colored 
blood in his veins, and that it gave as an excuse for its acts 
the need of Christianising and civilising the blacks, this 
indictment of the result should be taken as conclusive 
evidence of the worthlessness of Southern methods, »nd a 
serious imputation on Southern Christianity.”

The Rev. Francis Whaley Harper, M.A., canon of York, 
who died there recently, was eighty years old. In 1877 he 
preached a sermon in York Cathedral, in which the following 
passage occurred and became widely circulated, and caused 
much comment: “ The spirit and the body were the Lord’s, 
and the Bible and beer, taken rightly, were the Lord’s to°. 
The beer would not do without the Bible, and the Bible 
would not do fully and perfectly without the beer.” It 18 
therefore claimed that he is the author of the alliteration 
used in Mr. Foote’s latest pamphlet. But it is probably 
older even than Canon Harper.

One of the most popular churches in New York announces 
every Saturday in the papers that “ the entire service, 
including the sermon, is limited to one hour.” The old-time 
“ thirdly ” business has become unpopular.

A humorous controversy is going on in Chicago between 
the Rev. Dr. Caufield (Universalist) and the Rev. Dr. Hensen 
(Baptist). Man of God No. 1 says “ all human beings at-6 
children of God.” Man of God No. 2 says the immense 
majority are children of the Devil, and follow the injunc
tion, “ Children, obey your parents.”

Fifteen thousand pilgrims annually visit St. Baume, in 
Provence, not far from Marseilles, where Mary Magdalene is 
said to have spent the last thirty years of her life. The 
legend runs that Mary Magdalene came from Judiea in * 
small boat with Lazarus, Martha, the two Marys, and 
Salome. It is curious how many of the saints got to the 
West. Irenseus, the first bishop of Lyons, is said to have 
come from Asia Minor, and this is probably as true as that 
Mary Magdalene went to St. Baume.

The lessee of the Theatre of Varieties, Johannesburg, who 
was prosecuted by the Ministers’ Union for contravening 
the Sunday law by giving a concert of other than sacred 
music, has been discharged with a caution.

The poor fellow Miers, who committed suicide in Londom 
under the stress of neglect and starvation, left behind hi 
a letter which can hardly be pleasant reading to a good many 
pious people. He disclosed his misery to rich men “ pulh e 
long faces at church and pocketing a good deal of nsmnê  
for religious work,” but they told him to “ Believe in H* 
Sometimes they advised him to work for the Salvation Armw 
“ How kind !” he exclaimed ; “ again, cheap Christiannr 
To join a Salvation Army refuge at my age, without know n 
a trade, and in such a weak state of health.” The P 
fellow’s landlady was good to him, but rather than D 
burden to her any longer he ended it all, saying, ‘ In 
case suicide is no crime, but a necessity.”

The Sunday Chronicle comments on the fact tb» B 
Sporting Chronicle has been excluded from the Priest . f 
Institute at Ashton, though the meeting decided to 0 y 
the Freethinker. The publisher of our Sunday contemp . ¡e 
is “ glad” of this, because he “ wouldn’t like the Chr .t 
contaminated.” But why on earth does he lose his te 
in this fashion 1 We don’t rail at luckier papers whe 
Freethinker is excluded from public institutions, as it 
frequently. We simply wait—as we must wait ti 
countrymen grow more tolerant.

The Rev. W. W. Howard does not show a ci)rn*,ly in 
disposition. We are waiting to hear what he has to' £ po
response to Mr. Foote’s offer. Meanwhile we note t 1 9u,
is getting into hot water at home, and that a Leek lay ^  
writing in the local Times, remarks that “ It has lie orj?.e' 
to a sceptic—Mr. G. W. Foote—to remind us that P 
fighting does not come within the requirements of e 
most versatile Christian minister.”

The Hon. Waldegrave Leslie, at a meeting of th0. , ^ a t9 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church, said he was atrai 
number of the young Presbyterian ministers did no ujjd' 
in the Word of God. We fancy his fears are far from S 
less. ,

------ qtrated
The Sabbath Observance Association has renlOIQeorif” 

with Messrs. W. S. Brown & Sons, upholsterers, j ullg 
street, Edinburgh, for printing a testimonial date , jjtti 
1895. That date was the Lord’s Day.. Gods an^ 0f a 
fishes ! what a keen eye for desecration is in the 
Scotch Sabbatarian !

V , f i ! th® Pre,SGnt’s an era of questionings;
o  - “ thing is taken for granted to-day ; . _g •
Science and reason are probing the best o’ thin* 

truth is the guerdon they seek, and they s»y 
.Nothing is right because 

■pi _ . tirae out of mind it was.
Error is not the less gross that it’s gray.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sunday, October 27, Co-operative Hail, Plymouth: 11, “ The 
Use and Abuse of the B ible” ; 3, “ Religion in the Light of 
Science” ; 7, “ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live?”

November 3, Balls Pond; 17, Leicester.
December 1, Bradford; 22, Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles W atts’s Engagements.—October 27, Edinburgh ; 
28, York. Nov. 3, m. Newington Reform Club, e. Foresters’ 
H all; 10, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 17, Liverpool; 24, Manchester.— 
All communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a 
reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must bo 
enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S. W.

Admirer.—Mr. Foote hopes he may fulfil your 'wish to “  wake 
them up at Plymouth.”

A. Banks trusts the “ laggards”  will “ prove many, and liberal 
in their subscriptions.”

U. Keen.—Announcements are inserted only when they come 
officially from Branches. Some rule is necessary, and this is 
ours.
M. R. (Glasgow).—-The correspondence will do good. You have 

certainly had the best of it. In any future controversy you will 
find a lot of fresh useful matter in Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer 
pamphlet, which is cram-full of information.
S. (Glasgow).—Shall appear, but not with your name, which 

■would make it too personal.
Bradburn wishes to know where the Freethinker can be 

obtained at Harrow, Middlesex. Can any reader oblige him 
with the information ?

“ ■ U. Grant thinks the Shilling Month appeal should bo made 
Periodically—say half-yearly—in order to afford an opportunity 
to many who, like himself, cannot give much at a time.

• Richards.—Our best thanks to the Ryhope pitmen who sub
scribe to Shilling Month. W e hope to see them all again before 
tho winter is over.
• D. H. Daly .— T hanks for cuttings.
• Charlton.—We havo not the least hopo that Mr. Howard will 
debato with Mr. Foote. If he does, wo shall bo very agreeably 
“ ‘Appointed. Cannot you get a good hall for Sunday lectures 
j Hanley ? Mr. Foote has offered to come ever since tho Con- 
tercnce held in your town.

’ H- Hallifax.—Your deposit is transferred to Shilling Month. 
I hanks.
• S- S. Benevolent F und.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges:

Nichols, £1 Is. ; C. M. M. Jacob, 10s.
• S. Cloggs.—Thanks. Shall havo attention shortly.

■ Smedley.— T hanks for cuttings.
■ * ishburn.—The Bishop of London gets £10,000 a year; 
yurham, £8,000 ; Winchester, £6,500 ; Bath and Wells, £5,000. 
” ackson, Bishop of London, left £72,000 by will ; Barry, of 
, rham, £120,000 ; Summer, of Winchester, £80.000; Auck-land, 
a littl, 
found
J L rtley.—Glad to hear you aro going

Bath and Wells, £120,000. So they contrived to save 
fnn j -• particulars of tho Bishops and their wealth will bo

T t > ' n Sectdar Almanack fo r  1S06.
"«■»— uioa to near you aro going ahead at Choster-lo- 

j  VVe will write to Mr. Nicholson.
be0DDj — So you are “  only a navvy,” are you ? Well, you may 
ar'a,IOrf°Ctly CQrtain you are a useful man. Don’t say “ only” 
Giain‘ . A good many of your “  betters ”  are “ on ly”  useless. 
Breen - j know you would sooner miss your dinner than tho 

Epj.jo but hopo you will always havo both.
t C u- W e  do no(; car0 £0 ];CCp ¿bo fund open beyond Octobor, 
as ,,Sh wo shall acknowledge any subscriptions that dribblo in, 
dew'ye alvvays d° after date. The fund can be reopened in tho

You*?ESTBR-—A  further list of subscriptions from Glasgow ! 
niBhtl cb)no well. No doubt you regard Mr. Watts’s week- 
ffiuit futures under the now schome as a proof that the I’resi- 
VQi^^eans business. The subscription of £1 4s. to tho Bene- 

T, j j  " Rund is handed to Miss Vance. 
thou,X°N-."Richard Brothers was a well-known pious lunatic, 
Tba K™ with a spice of tho craftiness wo find in Prophet Baxtor. 
re<ii,n ? for tho pamphlet, which shall bo returned as you 

**• \y.
ftDd 1 D— hiost thanks to tho Hanley friends for subscriptions 

}{_ yy 10P° that we shall “  raise a good round sum.” 
mnv: r Wo never hoard of any Dr. Newell in connection with our 

0. CRoment>
Thaniikr0N— Subscription received with your genial letter.

J. oAr 8 for b°th.
Irtt.s‘,1,'NTEH— Tho Church must bo very hard pressed when it 
to def p a man like Dr. Kinns, with an Archbishop in the chair, 
The Genesis in the name of Science. Kinns and Science ! 

R. pj v°  are never heard of together except in pious circles.
_ few — -We shall seo the Leicester friends faco to face in a
b. FVl̂  ek8- Meanwhile, thanks, 

too, in'~ 'lt  >3 pleasant to find sympathy, and practical sympathy 
coo’ *.«ch a remote part of Scotland. Our wish for your 
Spirit Af1?’ that tho spirit of Robert Burns may extinguish the 

1 John Knox

A. E. Asfinall.—Volney was, we believe, an Atheist. He is in the 
list of our Infidel Death-Beds.

A. Baxter.—Shall be attended to. You are misinformed as to 
Mr. Watts’s position at the Finsbury School Board election. 
He did not promise to vote for free meals for children at the 
expense of the ratepayers. He distinctly refused to consider 
the question, as it was unpractical, the Board having no legal 
power to provide such meals, even if it wished to do so.

W. H. Stevens.—Thanks for your good wishes, which we know 
are sincere.

H. Lees Sumner.—Your letter is a real encouragement. There 
will always be cavillers. The great thing, as you say, is to go 
on with the work, and let it speak for itself.

J. W illey.—Yours is an interesting letter. With regard to the 
question, why so many sympathisers with Freethought do not 
avow their opinions, we can only say (1) that courage is not a 
common virtue, and (2) that Christian bigotry is very malignant.

W . H. T wyman.—Mr. Putnam would have been delighted to shake 
hands with you at Canterbury. Lecturing in your old city is, 
after all, worth thinking about; considering that you have a 
Marlowe memorial just in front of the cathedral.

Papers R eceived.—Johannesburg Star—Digger’s News—Two 
Worlds—Glasgow Weekly Herald—Ipswich Star—Echo—Torch 
—Progressive Thinker—Londoner—Freethinkers’ Magazine— 
Pioneer—Der Arbeiter Freund—Yiddish Worker’s Friend— 
Liberty—Lloyd’s Newspaper—Oldham Chronicle—Cape Times 
—Twentieth Century—Dundee Courier—Sunday Chronicle— 
Leek Times—Truthsecker—Chatham News.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

L ecture N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6 d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
tho number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

SHILLING MONTH.

OcTOr.F.n has a week to run after tho publication of this 
number of the Freethinker. During that brief period I 
earnestly invite all my readers who are able to subscribe, 
but have not yet done so, to forward me their donations. 
They may rest assured that the money they send will be 
spent usefully. My lecturo scheme, so far as I can see, 
meets with universal approbation. Some of the lecturers 
have written to say that it bears the only present hope for 
a real forward movement. I am anxious to have Free- 
thought propagated with vigor in all parts of the kingdom, 
and it shall be done if (mark the if) adequate means are 
placed at my disposal. Next week I will state how many 
persons havo subscribed, and how much I have received.

G. W. FOOTE.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
(Where merely the name is given the amount is one shilling.)

Admirer, 3s.; A. Banks, £1 Is.; No Name, 5s.; J. C. 
Grant, 5s.; G. Hutchinson; J. Richards; W. .Metcalf ; T. IV. 
Wright; H. H.; J. H., Gd.; W. B.; G. Richardson; T. 
Richardson, Od.; M. Hunter; S. B., 2s.; R. Richardson; 
F. L., Gd.; Eppio, 2s.; J. P. Gilmour, 2s. Gd.; A. Forrester, 
2s. Gd.; Mr. Webster, 2s. Gd.; J. Ogilvey, 2s. Gd.; T. W., 2s.; 
J. Carmichel, 2s.; A. Campbell, 2s.; Mr. Sprout ; C. D. Bell ; 
R. Stewart ; Alpha ; G. Dodds and Three Friends, 4s. ; F. 
Rogers, 5s.; S. H. Hallifnx, 5s.; Spero, 5s.; G. Gledhill ; 
T. Hinton ; G. Dixon, 2s.; W. Lancaster; Y. Page; Hanley 
Secular Club, 16s. Gd.; J. W., 2s.; W. J. S.; C. Crookson, ¿1 ; 
Luton : Dunmock, Rudd, Langridge, Webster ; J. Proctor ; 
R. Proctor ; R. Sears ; Mr. and Mrs. Crozier, 2s. ; G. J. W., 
2s. ; A. Baxter, 5s. : A. R. ; W. H. Stevens, ] 5s. ; J. H. ; II. 
Lees Sumner, 4s.; J. L., 4s. ; J. Willey, 5s. ; Poor but Loyal, 
Is. Gd. ; Few Leicester Friends, 7s.; W. S. M.; II. W itty; 
F. J., 2s. Gd. ; J. O., 2«. ; Friend, 2s. ; W. Varley, 3s. ; Three 
Bearsden Friends, Gs. ; Smiley, 2s. Gd. ; Sinclair, 2s. Gd. ; 
Cameron; Friend; D. Fyfe ; W. H. Twyman ; O. N. W., 
2s. Gd.

Per R. Forder.—J. Bowey, 2s.; W. H. Twyman; From 
Two Friends, 2s. Gd, ; J. C. Banks ; Mr. Buzzard ; Miss
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Buzzard ; W. J. Cone, 2s. ; A. Waymarks, 4s. ; Crab, 2s. ; 
W. Hooton (junior); E. Johnson; Lancaster; Jones; E. 
Bond ; W. Sowdon ; W. Linnett, 5s.; D., £1 ; W. Holroyd, 
2s.; E. H.; W. Anderson ; T. Hull, 2s.; O. Ford ; R. Bretnal, 
Cd.; Mr. Dean, 6d.; F. 0 . Dean, Cd.; J. Dean, Cd.; W. 
Worsley; A. Gibson.

Per Miss Vance.—C. Smith, 2s.; R. E. Douglas, 6s.; J. 
Clark ; T. Birtley ; J. Phillips.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

M e . F oote lectures three times to-day (October 27) in the 
handsome new Co-operative Hall, Plymouth, where he hopes 
to meet all the local “ saints,” with others from the sur
rounding districts.

The audience at Foresters’ Hall goes on improving. Mr. 
Foote had a capital meeting on Sunday last, and the 
collection was considerably ahead of all previous record. 
For the second time a sovereign was dropped in the box. 
The lecture on “ The Holy Ghost” was frequently punctuated 
with laughter and applause. Mr. Heaford, who had been 
preaching the Gospel of Freethought out of doors, made an 
excellent chairman. In response to his appeal for discussion, 
a young gentleman, with a clerical accent, mounted the 
platform and spoke for ten minutes. He admitted that 
Christianity was all a matter of faith, and the more you 
reasoned about it the deeper you got in the mire of unbelief.

Mr. Touzeau Parris lectures at Foresters’ Hall this evening 
(October 27) on “ Some Bible Symbols, and their Meaning.” 
We hope he will have a good meeting, for he is sure to be 
interesting and instructive. Mr. Watts lectures on the 
following Sunday, and after that Mr. Cohen.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in Glasgow last 
Sunday. In the evening the hall was crowded in every 
part. Mr. Watts named a sweet little girl, “ Mary Lindsay ” ; 
the ceremony was much appreciated by the large audience.

To-day, Sunday, October 27, Mr. Watts lectures twice in 
Edinburgh, and to-morrow, Monday, in York.

The Pioneer, of Wood Green, gives a good report of Mr. 
Parris’s first lecture there, and speaks of him as “ a gentle
man whose sincerity and ability are bound to command 
respect.” ____

Mr. Forder concludes the course of lectures at Wood 
Green this evening (October 27), dealing with the subject 
of “ The Devil.” Tickets can be obtained of J. Wood, 
71 Gladstone-avenue.

Eart of which is in the printer’s hands. Particulars should 
e sent without delay.

The world goes round, and the Churches have to go with 
it. Even the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
has to keep moving, however reluctantly. One of its latest 
books is_ The Dawn o f Civilisation, by Professor Maspero, 
who writes as follows on the antiquity of Egyptian 
civilisation: “  The oldest monuments hitherto known 
scarcely transport us further than six thousand years, yet 
they are of an art so fine, so well determined in its main 
outlines, and reveal so ingeniously combined a system of 
administration, government, and religion, that we infer a 
long past of accumulated centuries behind them. It must 
always be difficult to estimate exactly the length of time 
needful for a race as gifted as were the ancient Egyptians to 
rise from barbarism to a high degree of culture. Neverthe
less, I  do not think that we shall be misled in granting them 
forty or fifty centuries wherein to bring so complicated an 
achievement to a successful issue, and in placing their first 
appearance at eight or ten thousand years before our era. 
Egyptian civilisation is thus allowed to be six thousand 
years older than Adam, who, according to the Bible, was the 
first man!

The Athenceum (October 19), in a review of M. Maspero’s 
Dawn of Civilisation, remarks : “ The people are not content 
to be led passively by the facts as they are found by experts. 
There is no knowing in what this might issue, perhaps in 
the slaughter of their convictions ; so, in order that their 
‘ convictions’ may be soothed and strengthened, they require, 
like children at bedtime, to be told the same story over and 
over again. , The result is that, in England at present, the 
teachers are far from being as strong, numerically and 
otherwise, as they should be in proportion to the monstrous 
regiment of the preachers.” Our leading review also refers 
to “ the temptation to blindfold Science, and then make her 
prophesy to ignorance and superstition.” Surely the 
reviewer has been reading the works of Sayce, Drummomh 
or some other of the reconcilers of the new truths with the 
old myths.

Mr. John Skelton (“ Shirley”) has just published his 
recollections of, and correspondence with, a number of dea 
celebrities in literature and politics. One letter from FroUd 
is very interesting. Referring to the doctrines of J0*1 
Knox, he writes : “ The horrible creed is not new. Thomas 
Aquinas says much the same. And, after all, if it is onC 
allowed that God Almighty will torture poor devils for eve 
and ever for making mistakes on the nature of the Trinity» 
I don’t see why any quantity of capricious horrors may no 
be equally true. Given the truth of what all gg 
orthodox parsons profess to believe, and Hephz.ibali J°ng 
mav believe as much more in the same line as she pleas • 
Only I think our opinion ought to have been asked as 
whether we would accept existence on such terms before ' 
were sent into the world.”

Mr. C. Cohen had good meetings at Newcastle on Sunday, 
the best he has ever had in that city. He lectures again 
to-day (Oct. 27) to what we hope will be still larger 
audiences. Next week Mr. Cohen lectures at Stockton 
and Blackburn under Mr. Foote’s new scheme. He will 
visit several other places, under the same scheme, this side 
of Christmas.

Mr. Thomas Birtley informs us that he is endeavoring to 
reorganise the Chester-le-Street Branch for active work 
during the winter. Meetings will be held at 7 Twert-street, 
adjoining the Co-operative Hall. Mr. Birtley’s address is 
7 Co-operative-street. We hope all the Freethinkers in the 
district will rally in support of this forward movement. 
Mr. Cohen is delivering two lectures at Chester-le-Street 
this week, under Mr. Foote’s scheme, and his visit is 
expected to give the cause a fillip.

On Saturday the members of the Failsworth Sunday- 
schools have a dramatic entertainment, and on Sunday 
evening the quarterly meeting of teachers and scholars.

One of the most energetic members of the Battersea 
Branch met with an accident while at work, and will be 
unable to follow his employment for some months. The 
Branch gives him a benefit this Sunday evening, October 27, 
when there will be a musical and dramatic entertainment, 
followed by a dance. Tickets are sixpence each, and can be 
had at the outdoor meeting or at the Battersea Secular Hall.

The hall at Balls Pond, having been cleaned and decorated 
by Messrs. Ward, Guest, Jackson, and lady friends, was 
opened last Sunday. Mr. Forder presided, and addresses 
by Messrs. Calvert, Thurlow, and ltowney were interspersed 
with songs and music. Over sixty members joined the 
club, and the entertainment was followed by dancing.

Miss Vanceis still waiting for some notices and particulars 
from secretaries and lecturers for insertion in th*s Almanack,

The first of a series of addresses on “ The Rights of - jj 
and the Rights of Animals ” was given in the Memorial ti j  
E.C., on October 15, by Mr. J. C. Kenworthy, the „  
and disciple of Tolstoi. The title was: “ The Humanita1 „ 
View—Social Conditions and the Treatment of Anijn •(. 
Mrs. C. Mallet was in the chair. The lecturer showed 
we must first consider the treatment of man by man, aS ¡¡J 
proper treatment of animals depends on human s 
conditions ; and that under the present commercial m°raa0(j 
which permits of sweated labor, aggressive militarism» ^  
an inhuman prison system, no real improvement m 
condition of animals is possible. The next lecture w* ^ » 
by Mr. J. Oldfield, M.A., B.C.L., on “ The Scientific V1fetb’0 
on November 19, when Mrs. Massingberd, President . r. 
Pioneer Club, will take the chair. The Rev. Canon ' 
force, Mr. Frederic Harrison, Mr. G. W. Foote, and it 
Lilley will tako part in subsequent meetings.

i hand
Can any of our readers design a barrow, to 1,0 ts of

driven, for selling Freethought literature in the stre
London! It would require to be light but capacio^j^-^. 
with means to protect the stock against rain. Com' 
tions to Mr. Forder, who desires such a vehicle.

Obituary. f ¿»tie
We regret to notice the death, at an early !lnc> 0 n )a<l? 

Kehm Smith, one of the most promising of Am°.n 'yreg011 
Freethought lecturers,and secretary of the flourishing 
»Secular Union.

o ar° S°
Of all deceivers who have plagued the wor'q¿^stori  ' ivji an deceivers wno nave puigueu u»»o •• — - - ogto»- 
eply ruinous to human happiness as those mjP 

retend to lead men by a light abovo n!ltu
itchell,
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INSPIRATION.

The primary definition of inspiration is, “  The act of 
inspiring, breathing in, infusing, and the like; inhalation ; 
as the inspiration of the air into the lungs; opposed to 
expiration.”

We read that at the creation God, after he had made 
Adam, breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and he 
became a living soul. From this the Bible writers con
cluded that the soul, or spirit, of man was the air that 
filled his lungs, and as the breath left the body at death 
they spoke of it as the spirit leaving, or becoming separated 
from the body and returning to the God who gave it. So 
Clod, who was spoken of as a spirit, was supposed to bo air 
°r the wind. And when Christianity came to modify the 
Monotheistic ideas of the Jews, the third person in the 
Fr'une God became the Ghost, more particularly the wind 
ln Motion, or a gust of wind; and as these winds were 
paused by the heat of the sun—helios in the Greek, and hele 
M the Phoenician— the language of Palestine, it became the 
-'«le Gust, corrupted into the Holy Ghost. All inspiration, 
therefore, came from that part of God that was called the 
Holy Ghost.

In the evolution of religious ideas inspiration came to 
Mean something more than the inhaling of air into the 
“Mgs, and it was supposed that with the air some persons 
' row in some undefinable influence that enabled them to 
Perform acts or things that were beyond the ability of the 
Mass of common people to do. They spoke of the inspira- 
Mn of the poet, the artist, the statesman, and the success
'll leader of armies. And in modern times— not earlier 
ban the fifteenth century— Christians had formulated the 
nctrine of the plenary and verbal inspiration of the writers 

°1 the Bible, upon which to base the claim of the inerrant 
°jH.°f God for those writings.
I his theory of the plenary inspiration of the Bible 

"iters was an invention of the Protestants; Roman 
atholicg never took any stock in it. It is one of the 
uessities of any system of religion that it should have a 

s ;Mdard of absolute truth, to which should be referred for 
T h ment ‘HI questions of doctrine or church discipline, 
th ° ^'bbolic made the Church itself its standard, and held 

"t the decisions of its general councils and the decrees of 
® Hope constituted the infallible authority for the belief 

r ' doctrine of all Christians. As the Protestants 
¡P l a t e d  the authority of the Church and tho Pope, 
sh :>e,c‘lnie necessary to adopt some other standard that 
i « * i  be their authority for absolute truth; and so they 

ented this dogma of an inspiration that rendered all 
toê  Wroto and said the infallible word of God, not subject 
thoHny change or contradiction, or even interpretation by 

Private judgment of individuals, 
tin * C0Urse> in the nature of things there can be no such 
r<J nS as an infallible standard of absolute truth. Human 

I® the only guide to truth ; but even this, with tho 
sta atlons of tho human machine, in its not yet perfected 

g e °f development, cannot be said to be infallible.
CbuU\  Having now the Catholic claim to an infallible 

i f i .  Us inquire into the modern Protestant doctrine of 
Writers ^ 1° made so by tho inspiration of its

Writ* ^rst place, it should be noted that none of those 
n0v^rs claimed to be inspired. They wrote as modern 
’ "flu Wr^crs do> for pay, for reputation, for fame, for 
"'rot°nC° ' n fbe community in which they lived; they 
atul to suit the tasto of the people for whom they wrote, 
Writ aS t*lat was a tasto for wonders and marvels, each 
in strove to tell tho biggest story, and he who succeeded 

a so became the most popular.
a ■CV-8 timn . mi i i . .  „..1.1____4- * uuu 1UVMV Ip ̂  1/  

a wore away till the authors of these stories were 
Who L ( i° rgptten, undor tho influence of a priestly caste 
Jecatno°)!°f)0^socf aH learning, these old mythical stories 
"ctuai tr 1S,t0ry- an,l It was made a crime to doubt the 
CUr timeUt, ° f  them ; and thus they have como down to 
Me v0ri, ’ , ,0v°l°ped by law, force, and religious terrors into 
PHtiai-rr • 0 words of God, through tho modern doctrine of

Mspmation.
Ŝ prie<3 J 0W .can we know that tho writers of theso old 
• t̂hout HsP*re(I 1 The stories themselves are incrediblo 
P Mcre,)CM'1lv‘tlc.'ng evidence of inspiration, and inspiration 

su l < 0- without proof of the truth of tho stories. 
M&fc the ̂ P°f*ng  tho stories to bo true, it does not prove 

Mithors of them were inspired ; and if you prove

that they were inspired, it does not follow that they told 
the truth. It is now proved that much of what is set forth 
in the Bible as the writing of inspired men is not true, and 
the latest dodge of Christian Bible worshippers is that the 
Bible was not intended to teach science, and that, as a 
matter of fact, the Bible writers were mistaken when they 
undertook to teach us anything which science has already 
disproved. That is good doctrine ; but the trouble is that 
these Bible-mongers still keep up the war against science, 
upon matters that are particularly within the province of 
science, and hold to the scientific truth of the Bible as 
against science, until they are ignominiously driven out of 
it by the ever-rising tide of human intelligence.

How, then, are we to know whether a writer is inspired 
or not ? If he is liable to make mistakes in matters of 
fact—as we see he is— how does his being inspired make 
him any more reliable ? Are there any rules or marks by 
which we can recognise his inspiration ? The question of 
the existence of God is a question of fact, and he may be 
mistaken about that. If it takes an inspired man to teach 
good, sound morals, still the question appeals to uninspired 
men to recognise the good morals, and the inspiration is 
useless and proves nothing. If an uninspired man knows 
the difference between good and bad morals, then there is 
no need of inspiration to teach it. And, in fact, morals 
were developed out of the needs of human society, and 
religion with its doctrine of inspiration knew nothing 
about it.

Suppose a man sits down to write a story, a psalm, or a 
creed, how is he to know whether he is inspired or not 1 
There is no message to him direct conveying the informa
tion. He says to himself, I feel something that may be 
inspiration, or it may be the effect of indigestion. Nothing 
is so deceptive as feeling. If I am inspired, of course i  
must tell the truth. It is like testifying in court under 
oath. But then suppose I don’t tell the truth, there is no 
perjury about it, and there is no court in the case to send 
me before the grand jury, or sentence me to the penitentiary. 
Besides, if I make what I write favorable to the clergy, 
they will pretend it is true whether or no, and the crowd of 
their devout and ignorant dupes will swallow it all as 
“ gospel truth” anyhow. And that is just the kind of 
truth it will be.

But suppose tho feeling I have doe3 indicate inspiration, 
there is another question that bids me pause. What or 
who is it that inspires me 1 It may be God, or it may be 
tho D evil; neither of them is in sight or hearing : how am 
I to tell which of them it is < If I look to the productions 
of most of the Bible writers, it would seem that they could 
have been inspired only by tho Devil. But, again, what is 
the difference 1 Who knows which of the two is the better 
friend of man ? It was the Devil who told the truth to the 
woman in the Garden of Eden, while God was trying to 
deceive her and her husband to prevent them from getting 
a taste of the best fruit in the garden.

With all these questions pending, without any possible 
solution, the thoughtful man must remain in doubt about 
the fact, the source, and the utility of inspiration. He will 
bo safer to conclude that tho whole doctrine is an invention 
of tho priests for their own profit and advantage, and that 
it has no foundation but in fraud and duplicity.

Any man may say he is inspired, or priests may say it 
for him ; but to prove it is entirely another thing. ” In 
ancient times, if a person was eccentric or crazy, he was 
supposed to bo inspired ; but whether he was inspired by a 
good spirit or a bad one was a question upon which men 
were divided. If his insanity took a religious form and his 
ravings suited the priests, then he was an inspired saint; 
otherwise he was sold to the Devil, and they burned him 
at the stake. In theso more enlightened times Christians 
do not claim inspiration for any living case that may bo 
investigated by scientific physicians, but only for the insane 
or fraudulent ones who lived and died so long ago that 
science cannot diagnose their cases.

— Independent Pulpit. J. P. R ichardson.

They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 
ltather than in silence shrink 
From the truth they needs must think ;
They are slaves who dare not bo 
In the right with two or three.

— J. II. Lowell.
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MR. PUTNAM'S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from liis Letters to the New York “ Trutliseeker ”
(September SI).

I suprosE right here I might give some of my impressions of 
the British working-man and his conditions. Of course, I 
have not had time to study the matter thoroughly, but I 
have learned many things. I used tQ think that the position 
of the working-man in this country was not much better 
than slavery, and the sooner he could emigrate to America 
and “ go West,” the better. As far as I can see, the position 
of the working-man here is fully as good as in America. 
He may not receive as much for his labor, but then it does 
not cost so much to live. ■ Rents and clothing of all kinds 
are much less than in America. I can buy as good a suit of 
clothes here for 87 as 1 can for 815 in New York or Chicago. 
Shoes that cost 810 in America are only 85 here, and so on. 
You can get a shave for 3 cents in London that costs 10 
cents in New York, and 25 cents in the Far West. Luxuries, 
however, are not much cheaper. Restaurant living in 
London is fully as expensive as in New York, Chicago, or 
San Francisco. They have a fashion here of charging for 
everything. You have the impression at first glance of the 
menu that you get your steak or chop at a less price than at 
home; but you have to pay extra for potatoes and other 
vegetables, for bread, butter, napkin, and also two or three 
pennies for attendance, so that by the time you finish you 
have paid even more than in New York. You cannot get a 
good meal in London short of fifty cents, and it is more 
often a dollar if you are extra hungry. I think, however, 
that the materials for home living throughout England are 
much cheaper than in America ; and if you get into out-of- 
the-way places, off the line of travel and fashion, you are 
surprised at the abundance, goodness, and cheapness of the 
living.

I am therefore satisfied, from observation and the reports 
of those who should be well informed, that the working-man 
is pecuniarily as well off in England as in America.

The British working-man is intelligent and independent. 
To a certain extent he has won his rights. He is not by any 
means the “ under dog.” His power is respected. There is 
getting to be a good understanding between employer and 
employed. They are finding out that both are made of the 
same stuff; both are human beings, with the same interests 
and the same world to live in. The old feeling of 
antagonism and distrust is disappearing. Of course there 
are strikes, with more or less bigotry on one side, and 
selfishness on the other; but arbitrat ion is generally 
resorted to, and justice prevails. Wrongs exist, but 
enlightenment and improvement are on the gain, and the 
rights of labor are more and more acknowledged. This 
mainly by voluntary co-operation, and not by any inter
ference of the State.

The British workman takes things easier than the 
American. The American works faster; he will get more 
out of a machine, and, of course, gets greater wages. But, 
if he works faster, ho also spends faster; and even if he 
takes a holiday he still “ rustles” and hurries through his 
pleasure as if time were short. But the British workman 
will take his time. He doesn’t hurry. He enjoys life as he 
goes along. He is tranquil. He makes the most of his 
holidays. He gets all out of them he can. He doesn’t seem 
to make it a business to be happy, as the American does. 
He simply is happy with a jolly complacency. He makes 
no fuss about it. The workmen don’t labor hard in England, 
so far as the factories are concerned. They have for holidays 
Sundays, half Saturdays, and generally half Wednesdays or 
Thursdays. They begin work at six in the morning, break
fast from eight to half-past, work from that time to one, 
dinner from one to two, and then quit work at five. It 
strikes me that this arrangement breaks up the monotony 
of labor better than the custom in America.

While much is yet to be accomplished, I feel that labor in 
England has made magnificent progress, and its vast results 
are not going into the hands of a few. Wealth is on the 
road to equitable distribution. The principle of co-operation, 
as I have before noted, has been developed with wonderful 
success in Great Britain. An International Co-operative 
Congress is now being held in London, whose sessions I have 
attended. At the meeting yesterday, when George Jacob 
Holyoake, the father of the co-operative movement in 
England, was introduced by the chairman as of “ Great 
Britain and the world generally,” it was stated that in 
Great Britain there were no less that 1,700 co-operative 
stores. Enrolled in the ranks are a million and a quarter of 
members, carrying on a trade of 8250.000,000 a year, with a 
profit of 825,000,000 a year. About 8200,000 were spent in 
e lucation, and 830,000 in charities. I am glad to hear 
from Mr. Flolvoike that from the beginning there has been 
no question of the full equality of woman. She has been a 
shareholder, and received profits, in the same way as man. 
There is a Worn in’s Guild connected with the movement for 
the education of woman, not only in domestic, but in social 
and universal life. While woman endears the home and also

l wields the “ basket power ”—that is, the marketing po"'®r 
I —yet she is not simply for the home, but for all the world) 

side by side with man. , ,
It must be noted that these vast results have been achieved 

by voluntary co-operation, not by State Socialism. The 
interference of the State in such matters would not only be 
useless, but injurious. , . .

Sunday morning, with my host, Mr. Gimson, and his little 
son Humphrey, five years old, 1 wander over the stately 
Abbey Park of Leicester. The old ruined abbey is near by 
though not in the park itself. In this abbey Carding1 
Wolsey died, and, I believe, was buried. Only the walls 
are standing of the once grand structure. The sunshine 
flouts it, as fortune flouted the poor cardinal himself. The 
people of Leicester who do not attend church come to the 
park to enjoy the Sunday, and the young folks make love, 
and it presents quite a pastoral scene. ,

In the afternoon I make acquaintance with the Secular 
Society of Leicester. First of all we have a splendid 
sociable time. We gather around the tables, over one 
hundred of us in all. There is a delegation of eight g.0®“ 
comrades from Derby, and another friend travels thirty 
miles on his bicycle to attend the first Freethought lecture 
of his life. Music adds its charms to the festal hou • 
Nobody says grace ; but before we partake of the tea an 
bread and cake the orchestra pours forth its animatm;, 
strains. ,

It is certainly a great pleasure to satisfy the hunger 
“ the Dorian mood of flutes and soft recorders.” It adds t 
the conversational ability of the occasion, and we don t e 
so fast. After the tables were pretty well cleared of 
delicacies, and the tea, which “ cneers, but not inebriate-, 
had permeated the chambers of the brain, the chairman, 
the name of the Secular Society, gave a warm and Se*Ier°ti! 
welcome to the American visitor, to which he responded w1 
cordial goodwill. The party then adjourned to the cl 
rooms, reading-room, and library until half-past six octo  ̂
the hour for the evening service, at which I gave my IOC" „ 
on “ Christianity and Woman.” The hall was filled.  ̂ It , 
one of the best audiences that I have greeted in Engfa • 
There was music by the choir, which was excellent ov 
way. I was cheered by the animating surroundings ot 
Leicester campaign. jt

I have much to say of this Leicester Secular Society- 
has a noble record, of small beginnings, of struggles, an 
brilliant victory. The building in which the society 
meets is about as large as the Paine Memorial Hall, Los ^  
It is a handsome structure on one of the best stree j  
Leicester, with ample accommodation for improvement 
pleasure. .  fi

The origin of this society dates back to Ls ,t;0D, 
Discussion Class was held in the Mechanics’ Instit 
originated and animated by George Bown, one o $ 
advanced thinkers of that time. Among the youog 0f 
who gathered about him was Josiah Gimson, the tat_ 
Sidney A. Gimson. The subjects brought forward 1 , QOi 
class soon became the talk of the town. Afterwards a jay, 
was carried on during the week, with lectures on the &. g 0f 
A library was also formed. The social and Secular yi 
progressive thinkers were discussed, and Leicester tn j ^is 
the opportunity of listening to new thoughts. Out 
evolving institution, which, having no creed, readily, a ■ i ^ 0 
itself to circumstances, in May, 1873, was organ1-’ ,, 
Secular Hall Company, and the site of the present * nS 0f 
purchased. In 1881 the hall was completed from tl*5 jo 
W. Larner Sugden, and opened on the first nun ■ ^ere 
March. A large number of notable Freethinker. yg 
present from all parts of England. The property n g0Cular, 
an income of six per cent, on the investment. t0 jtj 
social, political, and religious advocates are welcorn  ̂ ^
platform, provided they submit their views to critic recoru- 
debate. A  long list of illustrious names adorns 1 y   ̂wb? 
Among them I must mention James Thomson (o- i 
contributed a poetic address at the opening, of tn ^ tf,eisi11, 
must quote a few lines, for they show the vig°r°u eniuS ° : 
of the poet, whom I have already referred to as »  b 
high order:—

Lo, all tho lands wherein our wandering race
Ilavo led their flocks, or fixed their dwellings 1 
To till with patient toil the fruitful sod.
Abound with altars to tho Unknown God 
Or Gods, whom man croated from of old,
In his own image, onoyet manifold.
And ignorantly worshipped. Wo now daro,
Taught by millenniums of barren prayor,
Of mutual scorn and hate and bloody strife, or life,
With which these droams have poisoned oui I 
To build our Templos on anothor plan,
Devoting them to God’s creator, Man ; . , a
Not to Man’s creature, God. And thus, in 
All men and womon, of whatever creed,
We welcomo gladly if they lovo their km ,
No other valid tost of worth wo find,
Who lovelh not hix brother at hie side. ^

How can he love a dim dream deified . JiuaD’
Another name must be added to this nxti ^ 0 ^

that of Professor Huxley, who placed hims



October 27, 1895. THE FREETHINKER. 685

supporters of the society. An appeal being made for funds, 
ue wrote, February 12,1891 : “ Mr. Huxley encloses a small 
contribution to the special fund of the Leicester Secular 
society in evidence of his full sympathy with the objects of 
tue society.”

To a r0que3t for permission to publish the above he 
‘ ‘spued : “ You are quite at liberty to use my note, and I 
suall be glad if it is of any service.—I am, yours very faith- 
fuUy, T.H . H u x l e y .”

This record, it seems to me, places Huxley in square accord 
Ipu principles of Secularism.
The importance and far-reaching nature of the Leicester 

U'°yemerit will thus be understood. In Leicester, as in 
^ailsworth, we see that, give Secularism a fair field, it will 
now its true adaptation to humanity. It will satisfy, not 

Perhaps a “ believer,” but anyone who is willing to accept 
wie truth and do his duty.
j  Tn the hall are the portraits of Charles Bradlaugh, George 
?cob Holyoake, and Josiah Gimson. The name and fame 
1 the latter cannot be forgotten in the history of this 
Ociety. He was one of its founders, and a most ardent and 

Hynerous supporter. At his death, in 1883, he bequeathed, 
n maintenance of the institution, an income of one hundred 
P°unds for ten years.
j  j am cordially entertained during my stay at Leicester by 

r' and Mrs. Sydney A. Gimson, and I must thank them for 
cite delightful and instructive hours I spent in this beautiful 
^Awhere I had an opportunity to see so much of pro- 
mpfSLVe English life. I cannot name all the Secular friends I 
of I1 here. They are many. I shall not forget the generosity 

their reception. S a m u e l  P. P u t n a m .
( To be continued.)

Wa t t s -w a l d r o n  d e b a t e  a t  n e w c a s t l e -
ON-TYNE.

last week Newcastle has had an intellectual
Thelong-talked-of debate between Mr. Charles Wattsand \r f t 1 unu-Laiueu-oi ueoaie Between xur. Hilaries watts 

Tun, i r' M  'T Waldron took place on the evenings of Monday, 
Sitlnaay> Wednesday, and Thursday, October 14 to 17, in 
otj.-p ts Amphitheatre, Northumberland-road, Newcastle- 
°°ul(f i f ’ Unfortunately, the weather was far from what 
as if « i, desired ; the first two nights, especially, it seemed 
the v  i fountains of the great deep broken up, and 
gfea, mdows of heaven were opened.” Although there were 
spe i .counter attractions during the week, such as races, a 
V0rl | Preacher from Glasgow, and last, but not least, the 
ce^ • r<?n°wned nightingale, Madame Patti, was giving a con- 
leSs V1 The next building on the Monday evening—neverthe- 
h'ativ ?lumders flocked each night to hear the discussion, 

y c°ming from Shields and other surrounding towns ; 
V0r|fatl udmirer of Mr. Watts, who came all the way from 
On (V Waa present every night. The audience, who were 
Cntln,°- "d;°le orderly, listened with great attention, and 
thoU((|Ia'st' cally applauded the debaters whenever they 
aPplau a po‘nt bad been scored. Judging from the 
êonl ^f’^bere seemed an equal number of Christians and
T'otl ri|Us, wbich is very gratifying.

^  U l S p u t a n  h s  t . l iP A iio r h n n I ,  w p t a  rr.

f e l  ?Tr. Wald'

e1ue l !SI)utants throughout were gentlemanly and earnest, 
u- n,ly eloquent, and were absolutely free from personality

Society 'rlr' "  aldron, a lecturer for the Christian Evidence 
U^acher on> is a fluent speaker, and probably a good 
Pot S(5e > but he is certainly not a good debater. He did 
aM baari °  ^r'IsP.Tbe points at issue, and to note the force 
n̂ Peal(»,l , “ is opponent’s arguments. He too often 
t atts , t0 The feelings of his “ followers of faith.” Mr. 
T®elin,, nc? remarked to the audience: “ If warmth of 
S va„  i appealing to the emotions constitute debate, 

c They *uih-ave had it.”.• Joct for the first two nights was, “ That Christian 
^Ptletna . ore Reasonable than Atheism,” and the Christian 
Philo “ s arguments were the one from design and “ that 

” \r Herbert Spencer did not believe in 
r it°Son> '“ r. Watts said the latter proved nothing, as the 
b ^ L i t y b o  had mentioned did not believe in Chris- 
¿Pe er> Mr. Watts had nothing to do with disproving
:r°m thpCn?n0  ̂" a god,” but only of the “ Christian God ” ;and 
ff^ts sh o '■ an,I New Testaments he read about a dozen 
n 6kigj »W g the imperfect character of that God—such as 
aM Com X- 25 and xiv. 9 : Proverbs xvi. 4 ; 1 Samuel xv. 3— 
d ta°b tham te^ on the fact that from pulpits they would 
ip M ¡ ¡C o d ,  though he had never yet found one who could 
kV*Shall Except saying that “ the evil” mentioned 

' 'Ueant Cre be eyb in the city and the Lord not know 
rn0rJ t „PUirishment for sin, without defining the last 
th °t, an j1’ , ^though requested—except this mere state- 
at anthp thaT there was not one Jew who would accept 
llne,tPpte,|0? on?orpbic ideas of God, Mr. Waldron never
« A  'vere ' with tho texts’
%\<]

, - --  —  __  , which, according to the
whnf c. ,ara°teristic of the Christian God. Being 

-'"C*r0n s„ j , there was “ unique” in Christianity, Mr. 
a smile lt was intellectual,” upon which Mr. Watts, 

> complimented him upon his great modesty,

and asked if men like Voltaire and Thomas Paine were void 
of intellect. Mr. Watts regretted that the subject had not 
been discussed. Mr. Waldron was the first person he had 
known to stand up to defend “  Christian ” Theism, and would 
probably be the last.

On the second and third nights the proposition was, 
“ That Secularism is Superior to Christianity.” Mr. Watts 
opened the debate by expounding the N.S.S. principles, and 
showing, in his masterly way, the necessity for Secularism : 
(1) Because Christianity had failed ; (2) there were persons 
who absolutely could not believe Christianity ; and (3) a 
rule was needed for all. “ Christ,” said Mr. Waldron, “  was 
not a social reformer, but a social regenerator”—an ex
pression which his followers frantically applauded ; but, 
notwithstanding being afterwards twice asked if there 
could be regeneration without reform, no answer was forth
coming. Mr. Waldron commenced then to build up a man 
of straw, and urged that, according to Secularism, there 
could be no meaning in such words as “  duty,” “ responsi
bility,” and “ morality,” as Secularists did not believe in 
free w ill; but, while frank enough to admit (when 
pressed for an answer) that he himself did not believe in 
absolute free will, he carefully abstained from explaining 
where free will commenced, although asked to do so in 
every subsequent speech by Mr. Watts. Secularism, Mr. 
Waldron urged, was not a system at all, for it is based on 
ignorance, as Atheism teaches “  I don’t know.” In his final 
speech Mr. Waldron showed himself much better than the 
creed he was defending, by saying : “ If Secularism raises 
humanity, I will admit Secularism as equal to, nay, superior 
to, Christianity. I will judge by results.” Mr. Watts, in 
replying to Atheism being ignorance, said : “ Quite true, if 
you mean with regard to the supernatural; and in this we 
have an advantage over you : we know that we don’t know, 
but you have that yet to learn.”

Mr. Watts has shown how Secularism, if given fair play, 
would benefit humanity. One earnest Christian gentleman, 
after the debate, came up to Mr. Watts, expressing his 
admiration, and said : “  Although not of your way of think
ing, I  admit you have given me something to think about.”

C a r l  A . A a r s t a d .

W A R !

I see marching armies, over vast continents;
Practising the use of weapons deadly ;
Men full-prepared to take the life of brother-man : 
Great, giant forces, lying dormant, waiting,
Want but a spark to spread destruction’s flame.

Comrade-man ! what seest thou 1 
Observe thou but the gorgeous uniforms :
The pomp and pride of seeming-glorious war 1 
Nay ! look thou well beneath the surface ;
Heed not nation-hatreds : Humanity is thy nation ! 
Thou the Altruist shouldst be.

See the consequence of war, the corse upon the field. 
This man knew thee n o t ! Wherefore was he slain 1 
Look again ! at widows, orphans, sorrowful fathers and 

mothers :
They ask thee of the loved one : What icilt thou say 1

Men, ye are comrades ! Why allow your rulers 
Thus to send you forth to take your brothers’ lives 1 
Speak ! true men ! Speak trumpet-tongued !
Clasp hands and say, “ We will not quarrel.”
Pass ye the verdict—you are the masters—
War must cease 1 Enough of strife and carnage in the 

past:
No king shall now our friendship break. Henceforth 

we brothers are.
F. W. T iio r r in g t o n .

The Early English C lergy.
In theory, of course, the clergy set up a standard of 

morals which was opposed to most of the worst faults of the 
age. But the theory was by no means in accordance with 
the practice. In reality, the priest took to money-getting 
and wenching, and was frequently rebuked by his superiors 
for his own ignorance. Priest became the rival of priest for 
tithes, bishop of king for worldly dignity.—L. 0. Pike, 
“ A  History o f Crime in England,” i. 93.

Tho orthodox clergy, of course, maintained that the most 
suspicious form of study which lay people could undertake 
was that of divinity. The consequence was that the clerical 
party enlisted as far as they could every knightly prejudice 
on their side, and represented a thirst for knowledge as 
essentially unchivalrous. It was easy, too, to foster a belief 
that no one would know, or even wish to know, more than 
his neighbors, except through the inlluenco of the Devil.— 
Ibid, p. 353.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Foresters’ - Hall (Olerkenwell-road, E .O .): 7.30, Touzeau Parris, 

“  Some Bible Symbols and their Meaning.”
Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Balls 

Pond, N.) : 8, social gathering and short addresses. Wednesday, at 8.30, 
open discussion on “  Religious and Secular Education,” to be opened by 
R. Forder.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 
special entertainment and dance. Tuesday, at 8, social gathering. 
Friday, at 8, special meeting of members.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
a lecture. Friday, at 8, free science classes.

Penton Hall (81 Pentonville-road) : 7, Joachim Kaspary, “ Psycho
logy-”

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly): 11.15, 
Dr. Stanton Coit, “  The Philistine Conscience.”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 
W . H. Smith, “  The Persistency of Barbarism.”

Wood Green (Masonic Hall, adjoining the Nightingale Hotel, High- 
street) : 7.30, Robert Forder, “  Who is the Devil ? What is the Devil ? 
and Where is the Devil ?”  Business meeting at 71 Gladstone-avenue on 
Sunday morning at 11.30.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey,-“ The Bible God.”
Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, a lecture.
Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture,
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, St. John will lecture.
Hyde Park  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 and 3.30, St. John will 

lecture.
Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, Stanley 

Jones, “  Primitive Culture.”
Old Pimlico Pie r : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ How Christianity became 

Strong.”
. COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 7, select concert.
Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 6.45, G. Harper, a 

paper.
Failsworth Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane) : Saturday, 

October 26, at 6.30, drama, Belphegor; music by string band. Sunday, 
at 6.30, quarterly meeting of teachers and scholars.

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12, discussion— 
J. Paul, “ The Single Tax 6.30, J. Cowie, “ G. B. Shaw’s 1A  Degenerate’s 
View of Nordau.’ ”

Hull (Cobden Hall, Storey-street): 7, Gustav Smith, “  Different 
Forms of Slavery and Murder.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone G ate): 11, John M. Robert
son, “  Christianity and Slavery 6.30, “  The Future of Liberalism.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, 
Ernest Evans, “  Four Scientific Men who have Modified the Thought of 
Intellectual Europe.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near 
Grey’s monument): 11, C. Cohen, “  Darwinism and Democracy 3, 
“  Gods and God-Makers 7, “ What Think Ye of Christ ?”

Plymouth (Co-operative Hall) : 11, G. W. Foote, “ The Use and 
Abuse of the Bible 3, “  Religion in the Light of Science 7, “  Did 
Jesus Christ Ever Live ?”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
7, special musical evening.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street): 
7, readings and music.

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, the Secretary will read 
a paper on “ Christian Evidences a Delusion.” Tuesday, at the Borough 
Hall Dining Room, at 7.30, O. Cohen, “ What Think Ye of Christ?” 
Wednesday, at 7.30, C. Cohen, “ Scepticism, its Meaning and its Value.” 

Open-Air Propaganda.
South Shields (Market Place) : 3, R. Chapman, “  Secularism: A 

Defence.”

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—October 27> 

Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 28 and 29, Stockton-on-Tees ; 31, Blackburn. Nov. 1, 
Blackburn; 3, Sheffield; 4, 5, and 6, Barnsley; 10, Foresters’ Hall, 
London; 17 and 24, Bradford. December 1, 5, and 6, Edinburgh; 8, 
Glasgow; 15, Blackburn.

Stanley Jones, 52 Davenant-road, Holloway, London— October 27, 
Kingsland.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—Nov. 24, 
New Brompton. Dec. 22, Leicester.

Touzeau Parri.s, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W.— 
October 27, Foresters’ Hall. November 3, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Q T  ANTON, tho People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
0  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d . ; extraction, 
la. ; painless by gas, 6s.

rp O  FREETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring JL SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Oastle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

á DVERTISER, age 38, wants a Situation as Porter or
Watchman. Good references. J. S., 36 Crose-street, West Ham- 

, Stratford, E.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture,

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

S ome M ist a k e s  of  M oses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

D efen ce  of F r e e th o u g h t . 
A  Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T h e  G ods. 6d.
R e p l y  to  G l a d st o n e . With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or  R ea so n  1 A  Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C r im e s  a g a in s t  C r im in a l s .
3d.

O r a t io n  on  W a l t  W h it m a n .
3d.

O r a t io n  o n  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  L in co ln . 3d. 
P a in e  th e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D eb t  to T h o m as  

Paine. 2d.
E r n e st  R e n a n  a n d  J esu s  

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l ig io n . 2d.
T h e  T h r e e  P h il a n t h r o p is t s .

2d.
L ove  t h e  R e d e e m e r . 2d.
Is S u ic id e  a  S i n ? 2d.
L a s t  W ords on  S u ic id e . 2d.

G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d. 
W h y  a m  I a n  A gnostic  i 

Part I. 2d. «
W h y  a m  I  a n  A gnostic f 

Part II. 2d.
F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Reply t0

Dr. Field. 2d
G od a n d  M a n . Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T h e  D y in g  C r e e d . 2d.
T he L im it s  of Toleration- 

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D- 
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodforu 
2d.

T h e  H ou seh old  of F a it 0, 
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
Do I B l a s p h e m e ! 2d.
T h e  C l e r g y  a n d  C ommon

Sense. 2d.
S o c ial  Sa l v a t io n . 2d. 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o r c e . i '-n 

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
S k u l l s . 2d.
T h e  G r e a t  M is t a k e , id . 
L iv e  T opics . Id .
M y t h  a n d  M ir a c l e , id . 
R e a l  B l a s p h e m y . Id . 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols . id- 
C h r is t  a n d  M ir a c l e s , i d . , 
C reed s  & S p ir it u a l it y . ld '

Loudon : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is. 6d .; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free>

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS &  INQUIRING CHRISTIA^'

BY
G. W . FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follows :—

1. —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are printed13
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities fr0̂
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, v. 3 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity 1 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly w ick ed n V 3
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate d 
line for easy reference. 4d.

L—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, BroNe
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.
1 ‘The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G

Foote. Is.
Miscellaneous Theological Works, is. 0j
Complete Theological Works. (Including the Ade

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d. .^l
The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Pold1

Biography by J. M. W heeler. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O. ,

Just published, price Id ., by  post IJd., .

DISCREDITABLE TACTICS OF CHRIST*^ 
DISPUTANTS.

B y  C H A i W A T T S .
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Floet-strcet,
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
H O M E C O N SU LTATIO N S—io  a.m. to i  p.m ., ios. 6d.; 

6p.m . to 8 p.m ., ys. Patients Visited.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, Constipa
ron, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms, 
The Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
«■air and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice 
*or the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles^ Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, 
Tumours, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on No More Death, Management o f  Young Children, Un
inspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
•^tractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
'fricóse Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 
Tenter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking 
Mercury.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
M°-nía'ns Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 

oisoning, Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
tner Articles. Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 

il1Ce, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 
nza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for 
J}e Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 

°enail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 
oothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 

^yelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting, 
°unds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly hound, price 6s. 9d., post free.
. H y g i e n i c  M E DICIN E. For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to 

Takers.
RH EU M ATISM : ITS CAUSE A N D  CU R E . Post free for 7d.
JHET AND DIG ESTION . Post free for 7d.
CONSUMPTION : ITS N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d. 

these Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.
THREE PAM PHLETS FOR YOUNG M EN . For Postal Order for is. id . 
A BOOK FOR M A R R IE D  W OM EN . For Postal Order for is. 2d.

All‘  CorMnunications to be addressed to—
DR. T. R. ALLINSON,

_ 4 Spanish-place, M anchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

T r u e  MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
pages, with, portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 

Price Is., post free.
H * . In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
it 0; lmP°rlant parta of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
» d* PBNNY, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.

Ttfen»poat free-P&tn v.1 tional Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’ 
Haiti, -t • • . is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
feejj “nsian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 

•' ' ' The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
tatio • ian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi- 
iesd f ln k*s Pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 

h ° r famib  limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
low—? secnred, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 

J l84 P°saible prices.”
otW s k°uncil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and 

Ths t  76 a â0 spoken of it in very high terms.
j'^ e supplied by R. Fordkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 

orders should be sent to the author.

i^ H O L M E S ,  HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
JHlbi],?1!5n^ed by Mrs. Besant in Law o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr.

Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. Fülletr, 15ttadwli,ln H’t'/e’ j  Handbook, p. 51. . . . .
■ ^street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger

Cities). For particulars send "stamped envelope.
n I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .

the v... j? ° f useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
tlattsibi .“  Hendell & Oo. ”  and “  J. W. Rendall ”  being speciously and 

y introduced to deceive the public.
Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

THE BOOK FOR FREETHINKERS.
Unprecedentedly Cheap Edition.

Now Ready, 153 pp., paper covers, price 6d., by post 8}^d.,

Thoughts on Science, Theology, and Ethics.
By  JOHN W ILSO N , M .A.

The object of this work is to give a correct sketch of the 
main lines of modern thought in small compass, and in 
language simple enough to be easily understood. It is in
tended specially for those who, taking an interest in liberal 
questions, have not leisure to study the large and learned 
books in which they are treated.

The Freethinker says :—
“ The book m aybe heartily recommended. Simple and lucid 

in style, correct in thought, and ample in information, this work is 
just the thing to put into the hands of a plain man who desires the 
best ideas on evolution in relation to science and ethics in a 
moderate compass.”

Secular Thought says :—
“  In very truth, this book combines the directness and conciseness 

of ‘ The Age of Reason ’ with the splendid enthusiasm of the pro
phetic instinct o f humanity seeing afar.......Line on line, and pre
cept on precept, the author traverses the weakness of theological 
sanctions. The vivacious and competent pen never falters, and the 
superabundant vitality and healthy enthusiasm never fail. Mr. 
Wilson may be congratulated upon producing an epoch-making 
work. It is essentially a live book, and, what is more, possesses 
the solid qualities requisite for prolonged existence.”

The Popular Science Monthly says :—
“  An excellent work to put into the hands of the young who are

beginning to think and seeking to learn how to think.......We hope
this meritorious book will be widely circulated.”

*** There is only a limited number of the present 
marvellously cheap edition. To prevent disappointment, 
order at once.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-st., E.C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
BY

G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 

Indictment of Christianity.
Ch apters :—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3, 

Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the.Papacy ; 
/, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

"The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with 
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the 
opponents of Christianity.”—0. Bradlaugh, in National Reformer.

“ The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.”— 
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders
field Examiner.

“  The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—Ironclad Age 
(U.S.A.).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.”
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  O R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Forder.

Price 2d., by post 2Jd.,

AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE.
BY

DAVID HUME.
With an Historical and Critical Introduction by 

G . W. F oote .

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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N O W  R E A D Y .

BY

G . W . F O O T E .
CONTENTS:—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper

Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker for constant use against the upholders of the absurd 
claims of the Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains have been spared to make it complete and 
unanswerable.

Price Fourpence.

L ondon : ROBERT FORDER, 2S STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

C H A R L E S  B R A D L A U G H :
A Record o f  his Life and W ork, by his daughter, Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner.

TWENTY-ONE-SHILLING EDITION. CONTAINING TEN P0RT11AITS.

One copy of the above will be presented to each of the Six Persons (not agents) sending us the largest 
amounts for Lot 11 and Bruno Cloth between October 20 and December 31, 1895, 

if tho amounts exceed £5  from each person.

! JJa/ferns Sent on Jfifjroj/aJ, POST FREE.
[EV ERY30DY.SERVED^H0BKTLY»WMa

TWO OF THE 
CHEAPEST LINES 

ON EARTH

AGENTS 
WANTED 

in every 
Town in the 

United
Kingdom.

Lot 11
1 Pair All-Wool Blankets 
1 Pair of Sheets 
1 Quilt

„ 1 Table-cloth

21s. Carriage Paid.

BRUNO Fashionable Material' f ° r
Ladies’ Winter Dresses, 

n r  A T i l  In all the Plain Colors.
L  L  U  1 11 1 /9 per yd. 50 in. wide.

J. W, GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD;
Printed and Published by G. W. Foots, at 28 Stonecutter-etreet, London, Bi.O.


