
jTcctltmkr
Edited by G. W. FOOTE.] [Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

Vol. XV.— No. 42. S unday, October 20, 1895. Price Twopence.

SILLY SUNDAY.

The Church Congress has continued its palaver at Norwich, 
and amongst other subjects it discussed Faith and Science. 
No sceptics were present to lend the debate liveliness; 
still, there were differences of opinion. The Rev. Professor 
Bonney was very outspoken with regard to the Bible. 
According to the Daily Neivs report, he “ could not deny 
that the increase of scientific knowledge had deprived 
parts of the earliest books of the Bible of the historical 
valuo which was generally attributed to them by our 
forefathers. The story of the creation in the Book of 
Genesis, unless wo played fast and loose either with words 
°r with science, could not be brought into harmony with 
"'hat we had learned from geology. Its ethnological 
statements were imperfect, if not sometimes inaccurate, 
fho stories of the Fall, of the Flood, and of the Tower of 
Babel, were inerAdibln in t.ViAir nrABAnt-. fnrm Some— > were incredible in their present form 
h'storical 
m t
tl<Jt hope to recover.

j elements might underlie many of the traditions
ĜGvcn chapters of that Book, but this we could 

re , 3°P° t° recover.” It was not to bo expected that the 
<li. Cren.̂  an(f right reverend gentlemen taking part in the 
, passion would endorse these statements, but they only 
. tnted ” their dissent, and touched the subject very 

]> Ser‘JT. No doubt they felt a certain relief when Professor 
narnn°y resorted to the good old theory that, if the Genesis 

ratwes were not historical, they were at least allegorical, 
0n c°ntained “  spiritual truths of the highest importance.” 
of these truths is that God is the creator and ruler 
t ' Professor Bonney may well call it a “ spiritual ” 
to 111 ôr f*1 certainly unknown to science, which refuses 
O b t a i n  the idea of creation. It seems pretty clear, 
Pcr'f God rules all, his government is highly im-
venGct > for Church Congresses, and other annual con- 
lhe 1(?,-ls’ aro always suggesting improvements. As for 
“ Sp- .ln'iato depravity in the nature of man”— another 
itfg rltllal truth” enshrined in the allegories of Genesis— 
to ‘llj *porc comforting to tho clergy than it can over be 
(jo . f fy ; for it leads straight to hell and damnation,
i|tch 1C° fBe men of God trade, and which yield them 
¡0 ^.a sI>lcndid harvest of wealth, privilege, and comfort 
that ^l^C'serablo vale of tears. Selden long ago observed
Pati clergy cry up original sin as quacks make their

subject discussed at tho Church Congress was

•-'HIGMb " f  ” ” u------- --------- —;—VQ U'lnk themselves dreadfully ill. Tho worse they
C u3US Gê cve ourselves, the moro we run after them to

th^nother*VJ "VJVOU UIOVUOOV̂ U «• u U11V v/um V» ■ --------

Crty of the clergy. This does not refer to the 
a tli’ 'V̂ ° have been talking about a Trade Union to 
t8 eir salaries. It only refers to the poorer incum- 
es o f1110 wB°m (sad to say!) only get twice the 
1) a skilled artisan. To redress this terrible wrong 

d. o °f Norwich camo forward with a gigantic pro- 
r°ntribu(Cvcn million people (laymen, of course) were to 
?  1,51q pP ° no penny weekly; this would amount to 

.tent V‘ l>Cr annum; and by means of this stupendous 
^ight ] 10,1 Fund the incomes of tho poorer incumbents 
*jb>Uth3 ° ôv°Bed up to £300 a year. Many clerical 
*>11 it rnilst have watered at this delicious prospect. But 
] 'Hi0tl j Gr Bo realised ? Will not most of those seven 
leveIJir ntend°d victims beg the rich clergy to begin the 

y °Peration themselves ? A  bishopvs salary would

cut up handsomely among a dozen or two of his poverty- 
stricken brethren; an archbishop’s salary would provide 
the requisite addition for a hundred servants of the altar. 
There are also fat canons, deans, and archdeacons, who 
could stand a good deal of sweating. Let the seven, eight, 
or ten millions a year, absorbed by the Church, be equitably 
divided; and if any starving clergymen are still left, with 
less than £300 a year, the charitable public, and particularly 
those who subsist on less than £50 a year themselves, may 
be asked to contribute to the relief of clerical distress.

Tho professional spirit of tho clergy at the Church 
Congress shone conspicuously in the talk (we cannot call it 
a discussion) about Sunday. Nearly every speaker called 
upon the government to uphold this pious institution. 
Relaxations in favor of entertainments, recreations, and 
even lectures, were sternly denounced. Let us have the 
day all to ourselves ! was the cry of these clerical 
Protectionists, who are perfectly aware that they cannot 
stand against the competition of a free market. One of 
them quoted Chateaubriand, who said “ No religion 
without worship, and no worship without Sunday.” But 
it was hardly wise to shout this saying from the housetops. 
It is a public confession that religion would die without 
systematic inculcation and legal compulsion.

One of the speakers, a Mr. Chambers, vehemently 
attacked the Sunday Societies. Education on the Lord’s 
Day was, in his opinion, just as bad as amusement. The 
time should bo devoted to spiritual, not to intellectual 
objects; in othor words, it is tho day of faith, not the day 
of reason; and tho clergy mean to keep reason out of it, 
by tho aid of God and Lord Salisbury— especially Lord 
Salisbury, who has more power in England than all tho 
gods of the pantheon.

Mr. Chambers was accurate in one instance. He warned 
tho Church that, behind all tho Sunday Societies and . 
similar bodies, there was the army of sceptics and infidels, 
who were the real danger to all forms of faith. These 
people wero restless and malignant. They knew that 
Christianity depended on the Sunday, and they meant to 
destroy the Sunday. Such is Mr. Chambers’s view of the 
case, and ho is both right and wrong. It is true that tho 
Churches have a tremendous advantage in tho law which 
allows them to monopolise the Sunday, and it is true that 
the sceptics and infidels mean to deprive them of that 
advantage. But it is not true that the sceptics and infidels 
mean to destroy the Sunday. Their object is not to 
destroy, but to fulfil. They want to destroy the sacredness 
of Sunday in order to restore its utility.

Sunday (that is, tho sun’s day) is far older than Chris
tianity. It was borrowed by that religion from the pagans 
of the Roman empire. What was a day of release from 
toil, and of general festivity, tho Church turned into a day 
of worship. When the Puritans camo they intensified the 
worship and abolished the relics of festivity. They made 
it a day of gloom to men and women, and of terror to 
children. And wo are still under tho Puritan domination 
in England. For the great majority of the people who do 
not, and will not, go to church, Sunday is simply wasted. 
For this reason wo call it Silly Sunday.

“  What are all theso people doing 1” asked a French 
friend, who saw crowds of Englishmen loafing about the 
dull streets of London on a Sunday. We told him they 
were “  Waiting for Monday.” And the clergy want to keep 
them waiting till the day of judgment.

G. W. FOOTE.
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DR. STARK MUNRO’S LETTERS.*

Du. Conan Doyle, who, by his Memoirs, and Adventures 
of, the now happily defunct Sherlock Holmes, his Micah 
Clarke, and The Refugees, has placed himself in the front rank 
of popular living novelists (not beside George Meredith or 
Thomas Hardy, but in a distinct niche of his own), has in 
this, his latest work, essayed a more ambitious task than 
that of mere story-telling. He has sought to depict, roundly 
and squarely, if I may be permitted the Hibernicism, the 
life of a young medical man, when he is entering on a 
career. His hero is at that age when he becomes interesting 
to the fair sex ; but he is forced by ties of family to put 
aside, for the time, those ideas of love and sex-union which 
form the leading theme of romances in all ages ; and, alike 
from choice and necessity, works his way upward from the 
lowest rung of the ladder, till in the last letter we get a 
faint glimpse of him happily married, and on the road to 
social distinction. Mr. Herbert Spencer holds that all 
fiction is founded on biography. That seems the case with 
the present work. Dr. Doyle offers us no subtly-con
structed plot, but, instead, those sudden changes of expe
rience which oftenhappen in real life, and which give force to 
the saying that it is always the unexpected which happens. 
This is not only illustrated throughout the book, but in 
the postscript, which those who must have poetical justice 
are warned not to read. Dr. Doyle’s book differs also from 
contemporary novels in that, to develop his hero’s con
fidences and confessions, he resorts to the epistolary form. 
In the old days, when postage was costly, long confidences 
were given in letters,. and we are troubled, in reading 
Richardson’s epistolary novels, with no such sense of 
incongruity as in the minute details with which Dr. Munro, 
even while in extreme poverty, favors his friend and old 
fellow student across the herring pond. Putting aside this 
criticism, or, rather, heartily accepting the formas necessary 
to the work of art as conceived by the artist, it will bo seen 
to have its own merits. At any rate, I have read these 
discursive letters with as much interest as I should letters 
from a personal friend.

Dr. Doyle is of too fertile an imagination for anyone 
justly to ascribe to himself all the sentiments of his hero. 
He is, at least I suppose so, a person of mature age, and 
some of these sentiments are of immature cast, such, how
ever, as we may suppose him to have possibly held in the 
years 1881-84, the date of the letters. We are so carried on 
by the vividness of the story that we feel as if the author 
was relating his personal thoughts and experiences. So 
evidently is his heart in his work that we shall not be 
surprised if Dr. Doyle is generally set down as an Agnostic, 
or, rather, a Deistic Secularist of the typo of Dr. Stark 
Munro. This may be a mistake, for there is surely nothing 
qut of the way in making a young man who has received 
a medical education a sceptic as to revealed religion, when 
the Itcv. A. C. Deane tells us, in the current number of the 
Nineteenth Century, that the undergraduates .at our 
universities are nearly all Agnostics. Nevertheless, it is a 
compliment to the author’s vraisemllance and power of 
throwing" himself into his characters that so many assume 
that the opinions of Dr. Stark Munro are those of Dr. 
Conan Doyle. Naturally, it is Dr. Stark Munro’s Free- 
thought with which I am here chiefly concerned. I do 
not care for didactic novels. Yet, apart from the right of 
any author to impress his own views and personality into 
his work, or to develop his characters in whatever way 
seems most natural to him, it appears to me that tho 
reviewers who have wished this portion of tho work 
omitted are in the wrong. For the evident purpose of the 
book is not simply to tell a story of struggle at the outset 
of a medical career, but to depict the life and character of 
a cultured young man at the period when he begins to meet 
the world, to think for himself, and feel his own feet. To 
leave out of sight his thoughts on problems of life and 
religion, his relations to his fellows and to nature around 
him, would be to present a mutilated picture, to make a 
young barbarian, not a well-educated youth of the nine
teenth century.

Dr. Stark Munro is almost an aggrcssivo Deist. A  
scientific training has shattered the cramping influences of 
orthodoxy, but he remains throughout a believer in tho

* The Stark Munro Letters, edited and arranged by A. Conan 
Doyle. (London: Longmans, Green, & Co.)

argument from design. His God is, like all gods, a 
magnified man; but he is a civilised one. He confesses he 
cannot understand Atheists; and he also admits he cannot 
reconcile cruelty with his own scheme. In his first letter 
he breaks o u t: “  Can’t I hear your grave voice saying 
‘ Have faith !’ Your conscience allows you to. Well, mine 
won’t allow me. I see so clearly that faith is not a virtue, 
but a vice. It is a goat which has been herded with the 
sheep. If a man deliberately shut his physical eyes and 
refuse to use them, you would be as quick as anyone in 
seeing that it was immoral and a treason to nature. And 
yet you would counsel a man to shut that far more 
precious gift, the reason, and to refuse to use it in the 
most intimate question of life.” “ It is,” he declares of 
reason in another letter, “  more moral to use it and go 
wrong than to forego it and be right. It’s only a little 
foot-rule, and I have to measure Mount Everest with i t ; but 
it’s all I have, and I ’ll never give it up while there’s breath 
between my lips.” There is nothing novel in all this, but 
it is uttered with a vigor and earnestness calculated to 
impress the average type of novel reader. The volume 
throughout is sprinkled with outbursts of heresy and 
indignation against religious bigotry. Thus he says :—

“  When one considers what effect the perversion of the 
religious instinct has had during the history of the world; 
the bitter wars, Christian and Mohammedan, Catholic 
and Protestant; the persecutions, the torturings, the 
domestic hatreds, the petty spites, with all creeds 
equally blood-guilty, one cannot but be amazed that 
the concurrent voice of mankind has not placed bigotry 
at the very head of the deadly sins. It is surely a 
truism to say that neither small-pox nor the plague has 
brought the same misery upon mankind.”

Again, and with equal vigor, he asserts :—
“ it  isn’t true that the laws of nature have been 

capriciously disturbed, that snakes have talked, that 
women have turned to salt, that rods have brought 
water out of rocks. You must in honesty confess that, 
if these things were presented to us when we were 
adults for the first time, we should smile at them. 
It isn’t true that the Fountain of all common sense 
should punish a race for a venial offence committed by a 
person long since dead, and then should add to the crass 
injustice by heaping the whole retribution upon a single 
innocent scapegoat. Can you not see all the want or 
justice and logic, to say nothing of the want of mercy« 
involved in such a conception V

When Dr. Munro first sets up in a very poor way as a 
practitioner on his own account, ho is visited by a 1°. ‘ t 
curate; but, instead of seeking his self-interest by accept1'o  
his invitation to attend church, he falls into a lively dispu 
tion. The curate says: “ You are a Unitarian, then« 
rather, perhaps, a Deist ?”

“ ‘ You mav label me as you like,’ I answered (aIV̂ .-̂ lv

it is not. It is not true that religion reached its a* 
nineteen hundred years ago, and that we are for e'’ g_ 
refer back to what was written and said in those ^  
No, s ir ; religion is a vital, living thing, still 8riUj0p- 
and working, capable of endless extension and <le ¡«
ment, like all other fields of thought...... Look at (
I cried, rising and reading my Carlyle text. yer 
comes from no Hebrew prophet, but from a rat I ^ l0 
in Chelsea. Ho and Emerson are also among gfty 
prophets. The Almighty has not said His la* , 3 
to the human race, and He can speak 9

written at the end of it.’ ”
To pick out the Frcethought views of Dr. S t a r k 3s 

apart from their setting may be as unfair to the 
its desired mutilation by their excision. Yet it of
while in the Freethinker to call attention to tho
sentiments that can now-a-days bo put into a pop11 ‘ ojid 
- ...... i i -  - ...... i ........-m>~ ï ....i:„........kliahinff frpUin

while in the Freethinker to call attention to tho rJ—ular «
■r-ms,41,1

issued by one of tho world’s loading publishing lir ’ping 
which must be acknowledged to be entirely 111 
with tho character sought to bo expressed. itj0„ of

It would be unfair to quit tho work without me» gtudy 
its most distinctive character, I)r. Cullingwortb, ^  oj 
worthy of Dickens at his best. Only a close s 
human nature (some will think only a medical ma^ ug »n 
have ventured on that wonderful sketch of g ^  tA'c 
insanity, soaring merit and sRdkcn meanness.
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from some strange original, the picture of Dr. Cullingworth 
is still a marvellous piece of painting. If a purely imagi
native creation, it is a triumph of art.

J. M. W heeler.

THE BIBLE AND HUMAN PROGRESS.

Until a comparatively recent date the Bible was regarded 
by its devotees as the precursor of all moral and intellectual 
progress; and its teachings were held to be indispensable 
to the advancement of tho best interests of society, 
fortunately, however, a healthy change has taken place in 
intelligent minds within the last few decades ; and, although 
the emancipation from theological errors has not been so 
general as many of us desire, still, thanks to Secular and 
Freethought advocacy, tho work of deliverance has gone 
bravely on, and it is at the present time making more 
rapid strides than it ever did.

Twenty years ago the belief in Biblical accuracy was far 
nrore extensive than it is now. About that time the late 
Frofessor Huxley, in his Lay Sermons, penned the following: 
1 The myths of Paganism are as dead as Osiris or Zeus, 

arifl the man who should attempt to revive them in 
^position to the knowledge of our time would be justly 
laughed to scorn; but tho coeval imaginations current 
among the rude inhabitants of Palestine, recorded by 
Writers whose very name and .age are admitted by every 
scholar to bo unknown, have unfortunately not yet shared 
lbeir fate, but even at this day are regarded by nine-tenths 
°f the civilised world as the authoritative standard of fact, 
at|d the criterion of the justice of scientific conclusions in 
ah that relates to the origin of things, and, among them, of 
species. In this nineteenth century, as at the dawn of 
ji°dern physical science, the cosmogony of the barbarous 
Hebrew is the incubus of tho philosopher and the 
°Pprobrium of the orthodox. Who shall number the 
Patient and earnest seekers after truth, from the days of 

alileo until now, whose lives havo been embittered and 
heir good name blasted by the mistaken zeal of bibliolaters 1 

- bo shall tell the host of weaker men whose sense of truth
hip - êen destroyed in the effort to harmonise impossi- 
thê leS—wb°se bfe has been wasted in the attempt to force
JUda

generous new wine of science into the old bottles of
Hsm, compelled by the outcry of the same strop 

tW ^  ̂ But it is true that, if philosophers have sufferer 
tbe l̂ C-aUS0 ^as keen amply avenged. ExtingExtinguished

°gians lie about the cradle of every science, as the 
rfi angled snakes boside that of Hercules; and history 
f ' U that, whenever science and orthodoxy have been
l j , ’ ^opposed, tho latter has been forced to retire from tho 
not i ^ i n g  an(* crushed if not annihilated, scotched if

0vv- in order that tho reader may be enabled to 
0 the vast progress that has been made since the 

th0s " w°rds were written, it is only necessary to study

tec, & 
ve

works upon science and advanced theology which

the vast progress that has been made since the
bose 1 
avo re
^ g
vet̂ Clation. At these assemblages views upon tho Bible 

}jeeti readily accepted that twenty years ago would have 
Ii0wCô demncd as being too sceptical even for consideration.

feePy^^Htly been published, and also to note tho tone of 
A- jr?  yiat has prevailed at the meetings of the British
>erQ

T\ *''“ **$ ---- • ---------------------_--------
iefer’_ arwin is admitted to be a better authority in 
ev°lln.ce to the origin of man than Moses, and tho law of 
Ct®*tio°U ^as entirely discredited the theory of special 
tes„it n- And, be it remembered, this progress is the 

disbelieving Bible teachings.
P W eer,0nce has taught us that in effecting human 

t*lree things "havo been found to be absolutely 
’Ve}, a namely, knowledge, industry, and freedom.

no doubt that civilisation is the result of tho free 
¡H e ig h te n e d  exercise of man’s physical and mental

a,1<l ^  art> the increaso of literature, the spread of science,
0|ltcOino0^f ̂ xpansion of liberty has been principally the
f ete t n 

r<

Everything that has contributed to tho improve-

’lV }(i °f tho porsistent labors of men and women w ho 
30 from the trammels of theology. Nothin 
'■in to demonstrate that many of tho teachin: 

^nesi'l̂ a.roTPposed to the essentials of all progress.
1?-V.

to 
the

In
' . *Ow], ]3 lnd*cated emphatically that the acquirement

^Rient Was a sin> that labor was inflicted as a 
Uccdo,’ taat woman was made a slave to man, and 

ni was destroyed by the establishment of general

slavery, initiated in those degrading words : “ Cursed be 
Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his 
brethren” (Genesis ix. 25). There is no possibility of 
justice and refinement, of the development of human 
sympathy, friendship, and social happiness, where woman 
is entirely subjected to the will of man, and where one 
portion of the human family is forced to be in abject 
slavery to the other. These Bible-ordained conditions are 
in themselves quite sufficient to prevent the operation of 
all progressive ideas.

The position of woman in any country is an indication 
of the state of civilisation existing therein; and the fact 
that in those nations where the Bible has held sway the 
condition of woman has been menial and humiliatingly 
dependent shows that its teachings have not been conducive 
to her elevation and personal freedom and dignity. Sir 
Iienry Maine, in chapter x. of his Ancient Law, gives a 
clear statement of the influence of canon law on the liberty 
of person and property that Roman women then enjoyed. 
Speaking of their freedom, he says: “  Christianity tended 
from the very first to narrow this remarkable liberty. 
. . . .  No society which preserves any tincture of Christian 
institution is likely to restore to married women the 
personal liberty conferred on them by middle Roman law.” 
Lydia Maria Child, in her Progress of Religious Ideas, says: 
“  How far the Romans had advanced beyond the Asiatic 
[Bible] ideas is indicated by the remark of Cato, who lived 
two hundred and thirty-two years B.c. He was accustomed 
to say : 1 They who beat wives or children lay sacrilegious 
hands on the most sacred things in the world. For myself, 
I prefer the character of a good husband to that of a great 
senator.’ ” Renan, in his Apostles, observes: “ Under the 
Roman law woman was becoming more and more her 
own mistress ” (p. 245). Even Bosworth Smith, in his 
Mohammed and Mohammedanism, p. 243, writes: “  It must 
be remembered also, what we are apt to forget, that it 
required not the sublime moral precepts of Christianity 
alone, but the influence of codes of Roman law, and the 
innate respect felt by Teutonic nations for the female sex, 
and centuries of civilisation also, to raise woman to her 
proper position in European countries.” There can be no 
doubt that tho incentive to woman’s progress is not to be 
found in the Bible. Both in the Old and Now Testaments 
her position is degrading. Many instances could be 
adduced in confirmation of this allegation, but two will 
suffice, which the reader will find recorded in Numbers v. 
11-31 and Ephesians v. 22-24.

Equally cruel and unprogressive is the Bible doctrine of 
slavery. The enormity of this crime is made the more 
intense by the fact that, according to the Bible, it was 
imposed and regulated by God himself (see Leviticus xxv. 
44-4G; Exodus xxi. 2-4; 1 Timothy vi. 12; and Titus 
ii. 9). Bell, in his Life of Canning, on page 218, referring 
to the efforts of the Abolitionists, says : “ The greatest 
stress of all was laid on the antiquity of slavery. This 
was a difficulty which paralysed many persons of tender 
conscience. They felt . . . .  that slavery was cruel, that 
it blighted human beings, crushed the god-like part of 
them, and reduced them to tho condition of the lower 
animals. But it was a sacred institution; it had 
flourished in the earliest ages; it had a Divine origin.” 
It must not bo overlooked that the most determined 
opposition to tho abolition in America of this God-inflicted 
curso upon humanity camo from Bible believers, who 
contended that, as it was a “ divine” institution, any 
attempt to remove it was wrong, and ought not to be 
tolerated. Of course, this dislike to depart from religious 
customs, that wero supposed to be based upon, or to accord 
with, God’s will, has always been the great impediment to 
human progress. It was the tenacious adherence to Bible 
superstitions that for ages delayed the advancement of 
science and education, and hindered the recognition of the 
political and social rights of man. The Bible doctrine is that 
of “  master and servant,” not employer and employed ; no 
delicacy of sentiment, no dignity of character, and no 
independence of action are allowed tho servant, for he is 
to bo subject to his master “  with all fear; not only to the 
good and gentlo, but also to the froward” (1 Peter ii. 18).

Tho progress that has been made from tho old barbarous 
custom of inflicting the death penalty as a punishment has 
been achieved in direct opposition to Bible teachings. 
This brutal practice was based upon such Old Testament 
injunctions as : “ Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot,” “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to
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liv e ’’ (Exodus xxi. 24; Exodus xxii. 18), and death for 
blasphemy (Leviticus xxiv. 16). This was the spirit of 
revenge taught by God to his chosen people. No marvel 
that Christian exponents decline to defend the Old 
Testament, although it is said to be “ God’s W ord.” 
There never would have been much progress if men had 
continued to be guided by such cruel and savage methods 
as those enjoined by the Bible. One of the grandest 
triumphs of modern times has been tho successful revolt 
of secularised humanity against Biblical barbarity.

Charles W atts.
{To be concluded.)

THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY.
(John viii. 1- 11.)

If there is one gospel story which more than another is 
redolent of the divine aroma of love and forgiveness, and 
which on this account may be, erroneously, claimed as 
peculiarly Christian, it is the story of the woman taken in 
adultery, with its dramatic rebuke of Phariseeism and the 
sublime declaration of the teacher, “  Neither do I condemn 
thee : go and sin no more.” Yet nothing is more certain 
than that this story formed no part of the original gospel 
of John, but was foisted in by a later hand, when Chris
tianity, which set out by declaring that Christ had but 
come to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, that he came 
not to destroy but to fulfil the law, no jot or tittle of 
which should pass away, had got far beyond the narrow 
confines of Judaism, and promised to become a world 
religion like Buddhism.

Even such orthodox scholars as Bishop Westcott and Dr. 
Hort, in their great edition of the New Testament, are 
constrained to reject this story. In this they only follow 
Lachmann, Tischendorf, Alford, and Tregelles. It is 
entirely wanting in the two oldest manuscripts, the 
Sinaitic and the Vatican. It is also absent from Codex 
Regius, Codex Sangallensis, Codex Monacensis, and other 
ancient codices, etc. Of tho MSS. which contain it more 
than sixty stigmatise it with marks of suspicion. It is 
wanting in the Old Latin, tho Sahidic, the Gothic, the 
Ethiopic, the Syriac, and the best authorities of the Coptic 
and Armenian versions. The commentaries of Origen, 
Chrysostom, Tertullian, Cyril, Basil, and other early 
fathers know it not. Jerome, or the monks writing in 
his name, is the first to defend its genuineness ; while to 
St. Augustine is attributed the supposition that it had been 
omitted for moral reasons, lest it should seem to allow 
sinning with impunity! The passage, together with the 
last verse of chapter vii., is manifestly an interpolation, 
and at verse 12 the broken report of the really unbroken 
discourse is resumed. Critics have also found that it is 
not in the style of the writer of tho rest of John. But 
this is a matter for the Greek textual critic.

Of course a number of suggestions havo been mado to 
get over the difficulty of this narrative being a later 
concoction than the bulk of the gospel, that of St. Augustine 
being rather too dangerous for an age that has ceased to 
believe in a double doctrine. The favorito and most 
plausible suggestion is, that the story was handed down by 
tradition, and gradually worked its way into tho text. If 
so, where did the tradition come from ? What of the 
declaration of John’s alleged revelation, that “  If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book ” 1 Why is this 
tradition preserved, but that found, for instance, in Luke vi. 
of Codex Bazae rejected 1 May not the other stories and 
sayings of Jesus, found in the early fathers and in tho 
Apocryphal Gospels, be equally authentic 1 There is no 
end to the questions that arise from a consideration of the 
spurious character of this story, and tho most important of 
all is this: The person or persons who were capable of 
adding an elaborate moral story of this character to the 
gospel were also capable of doing a great deal more.

Lucianus.

An anthropomorphic God is tho only God whom men can 
worship, and also the God whom modern thought finds it 
difficult to believe in.—A Cotter Morison, “ The Service of 
Man,” p. 80 ; third edition.

ARCHAEOLOGY versus CRITICISM.

The Rev. Professor Sayce is again upon the war-path. 
The well-known English advocate of the Higher Criticism 
Canon Cheyne, recently wrote an article in the Contemporary 
Review, in which he stated that the two persons who, under 
God, stimulated him to his studies of the Old Testament, 
and consequent adoption of his present views, were 
Professor Kuenen and Professor Sayce. Hence these 
tears. Mr. Sayce first says, in the present number of the 
Contemporary Review, that ho has never changed his attitudo 
towards criticism. To those conversant with the learned 
gentleman’s writings this statement comes with something 
like a shock. A  few years ago Professor Sayce wrote a 
little work entitled An Introduction to the Books of Ezra., 
Nehemiah, and Esther, in which ho pooh-poohed and 
condemned, without rhyme or reason, the whole of the 
critical objections to those three books. Last year he 
wrote another work, on The Higher Criticism, in which he 
embraced and endorsed the whole of these critical 
objections, without giving the slightest reason for adopt
ing them. There may be consistent people in the world- 
but our author is not one of them.

Professor Sayce comes forward again as tho champion of 
Moses. Writing was known and practised in the time of 
Moses; therefore Moses must have written the Pentateuch. 
We have all heard that statement before, from the lips 
of less eminent men; yet, somehow, it fails to carry 
conviction. Mr. Sayce seems to fancy that the “  critics 
are ignorant of the fact that writing was known and 
practised before the time ascribed to Samuel. It is difficult' 
to see whence he got this notion, except from Christian 
Evidence literature; if he had read the writings of (he 
1 Higher Critics,” he would have known differently. The 

Babylonian scribes were always very careful and con
scientious in making the copies of their works ; therefore, 
Mr. Sayce says it is impossible that tho Jews can have 
made fraudulent use of an earlier literature. We are 
unable to see the force of this wonderful argument. R  ^ 
certainly very creditable to the Babylonian scribes to JR d 
them so careful ; but when wo compare the book of Kings 
with tho book of Chronicles, we sometimes wish that tbes® 
accurate Babylonians had compiled the latter book, instead 
of leaving it to tho tender mercies of Hebrew writers.

Professor Sayco tells us that “  the story of tho campaign 
of Chedorlaomer and his Babylonian allies against the
Canaanitish princes has been fully confirmed, and now N>- 
Pinches has found the name of Ku'dur-Lagamar °f, 
Chedorlaomer, as well as that of his ally Tadghal or Tidal- 
Of course Mr. Pinches has found tho names of Chcdor- 
laomer and Tidal. Every Assyriologist of note has done

--------  - - - - -  * - - i  of.  H Rawlinson-Mr.that, except Professor Saycc. Sir ____ ^
Professor Lenormant, Dr. Hommel, Dr. Delitzscb,

discovered
apter of Genesis. The 011 
“ discovered” them different^

St. Chad Boscawen, and others, have all 
kings of the fourteenth chapter of Genesi 
trouble i3 that they have all
and we are still waiting for reliable “  confirmation 
campaign of Chedorlaomer. . ej

Mr. Sayce also tells us that Mr. Pinches has (̂ 'sc0|)]ct,s. 
names of the Hebrew type on ancient cuneiform ta , 
But there is nothing novel in this information. . 
St. Chad Boscawen read a paper on this very sl| 
before the Victoria Institute ten years ago; an 
“ Higher Critics ” know all about it. ment

W e are presented with tho somewhat startling sta jg( 
that Moses must have written the tenth chapter of Go 0{ 
because “ there we are told that Canaan was tho bro 
Mizraim, or Egypt. The assertion was strictly true [V 
as Canaan was a province of E gypt; when it cease ,̂,lS 
so the statement was not only true no longer, j 0f 
contrary to the daily experience and political be 
every inhabitant of Palestine.”  Palestine was neve  ̂ ^ 5
united to Egypt, “  except during tho short space °V Lor’s 
that followed the death of Josiah.” The rev. pr0 unCler- 
logic is like the grace of God—it passeth all human
standing.
two of tho names in Genesis x.— namely, .<-,oni^ 1J tb° 
Madai— represent the Gimmerians, or Cimmerians,1. ^  pr 
Modes, neither of whom was known to the Babyl° ‘ jjn1 
the Jews before the year 820 ij.c. ; it is, therefore, turies 
to explain how Moses came to write of them six ® 
before. >ologf

Professor Sayco totally fails to show that Arcm
i a
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any way jeopardises the position of the Higher Criticism, I Christ said, “  Before Abraham was I am,” apparently 
and he carefully refrains from touching the fact that the J meaning that ho had existed aeons before his birth, there 
provisions of the Pentateuch are unknown to the historical 
hooks. That is the central point of criticism. When we 
find monarchs commended for their piety, even though 
they act in direct opposition to the “  Law of Moses,” it 
pretty evident that neither king nor historian knew any 
thing of that “  Law.” There is only one sentence in the 
article we can commend, and that for its sentiment, not its 
grammar.

“  The same method and arguments which have made 
tho Pentateuch a later and untrustworthy compilation, 
whose divine origin and character are discernible onlyto the 
critics themselves, would, if applied to the Gospels, end in 
the same results.” W o gladly welcome tho scholar of the 
Church who honestly admits that the Gospels will not 
stand criticism. Chilperic,

of

BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY.

Rev. R. Spence Hardy, the famous Buddhist scholar, 
to whose industry we owe several valuable contributions 
to our knowledge of Buddhism, has written a book, The 
J'egends and Theories of the Buddhists Compared with History 
and Science, in which he treats Buddhism with extra 
0rdinary injustice.

It is nothing but the spirit of injustice that alienates 
fie sympathies of non-Christian people towards Christianity, 

It is strange that Mr. Hardy’s unfair statements are 
with no apparent malice, but from a sheer habit 

fitch _ has been acquired through the notion of the 
delusiveness of Christianity.
, In making theso critical remarks I do not wish to offend 
"t to call attention to a fault which can and should be 

Voided in the future.
‘jpenco Hardy says in his book, The Legends and Theories 

\ic!\C -^nddhisls Compared with History arid Science (pp. 138, 
b  : “ The tales that are told about the acts performed 

y  Buddha, and tho wonders attendant on these acts, need 
r Y °° stated in order to bo rejected at once from the
, , a iri of reality and truth.............These things are too

^ fd  to require serious refutation.”
Mr. Hardy forgets that many “  tales told about the acts 

a t ,,rnie<I by Jesus, and tho wonders attendant on the 
0ji s> ’ too, need only be stated in order to bo rejected at 

ce from the realm of reality and truth. Mr. Hardy 
j, c?gn>ses the paganism of others, but ho does not see that 
w fijjnself is still entangled in pagan notions. What would 

Hardy say if a Buddhist was to write exactly the same 
rftaV’ °n^  changing the word Christ into Buddha, and 
re klnS other little changes of the same nature ? Buddhists 
C o s t e d  by a Christian missionary to believe literally in 
to 3 walking upon the water, or being bodily lifted up 
*T *ven, are, as much as Spence Hardy, entitled to say: 
i\[r e.sr° things are too absurd to require serious refutation.” 
aW Hardy protests (p. 137): “ I deny all that is said 
fiiScilu tho passing through tho air of Buddha and his 
iL w ' es’ or ° f  their being able to visit the Dewa and 

worlds.”
the i fi'st°ry and science refute the miracles attributed in 
attrjiater Buddhistic literature to Buddha, why not those 
Harri ed to Christ 1 And we must assume that Mr. 
tL i/  does not deny that Christ descended to hell, and1 '  UUI/ \UKiliy llnvu wmiuv -------- --------, ------
ir, r - , Passed through the air when carried up to heaven 

£  pension . & *
c°ritr^. ardy  sP°aks of “  the errors of Buddhism that aro

u lsten

and uncontro- 
to reject science

,fi° fact as taught by established 
,vfienovSC1C-nce ” (P- 135); but ho appears to

CM'01'-1*' comes into collision with a literal interpretation 
Christ lst! an doctrines. Buddhism is to him a fraud; 

In ¡V^y a divino revelation.
H ic}, fi°r passages Mr. Hardy refers to Buddha’s tales in 

'uddha speaks of his experiences in previous 
CCs- I In in IfiSY “ Theso facts are sufficientto

<V 
Jon

b Ilern°Atrifc fr°m fact.” 
fiuddhigtg r' IIardy ’s na v̂ê

c°nvin ' Ho says (p. 153): “  Theso 
out hisC° every  observant mind that what Buddha says 

tl,eS f as*' births, and those of others, is an imposition 
. iity ° f  mankind, without anything whatever

can only. evoke our smiles.
bVger>nh lr,°.no moro obliged to accept the Jataka tales 
6 *ev° th° history than our children aro requested to 

110 legends of saints, or Grimm’s fairy tales.

is a great similarity between the pre-existence of Christ 
and that of Buddha, especially when we consider the later 
doctrine of Amitabha, the infinite light of Buddhahood 
which is omnipresent and eternal. While Christ claims to 
have existed before Abraham, he gives us no information 
about the fossil animals that have of late been found by 
geologists. Ingersoll speaks of Christ in the same way as 
Spence Hardy does of Buddha. He says: “  If he truly 
was tho son of God, he ought to have known the future; 
he ought to have told us something about tho New World ; 
he ought to have broken the bonds of slavery. W hy did 
he not do it 1” And Ingersoll concludes : “  Because he was 
not the son of God. He was a man who knew nothing and 
understood nothing.” When Ingersoll speaks in these 
terms, he is accused of flippancy; but Mr. Hardy’s serious
ness is not to be doubted.

What would Christians say of a Buddhist who, with the 
same logic, commenting on analogous Christian traditions, 
said of Christ what Mr. Hardy says of Buddha 1 Mr. 
Hardy says: “ I have proved that Buddhism is not a 
revelation of truth; that its founder was an erring and 
imperfect teacher, and ignorant of many things that are 
now universally known ; and that the claim to the exercise 
of omniscience made for him by his followers is an
imposition and pretence.............W e can only regard
Buddha as an impostor.”

This is strong language, and I am sorry for' Mr. Hardy 
that he has forgotten himself and all rules of justice and 
fairness in his missionary zeal.

Even Buddha’s broadness in recognising the good 
wherever he found it is stigmatised by Mr. Hardy. He 
says (p. 215): “ Buddha acknowledges that there are 
things excellent in other religions, and hence he did not 
persecute. He declares that even his opponents had a 
degree of wisdom and exercised a miraculous power. But 
this very indifference about error, as about everything else 
— this apparent candor and catholicity— is attended by an 
influence too often fatal to the best interests of those by 
whom it is professed.”

Mr. Hardy condemns “  this apparent candor and 
catholicity ” as “  indifference about error,” and ho adds 
(p. 21G): “ To be a Christian a man must regard Buddha 
as a false teacher.”

Mr. Hardy, apparently intending to palliate his harsh 
remark, says: “  I am here a controversialist, and not an 
expositor” (p. 20G).

But even as a controversialist he should not lower 
himself by making unjust accusations. It is neither right 
nor wise ; for the liberties which he takes must be granted 
to opponents; and if they refuse to use them, it is to their 
credit. P. Carus.

Open Court.

MR. LE GALLIENNE’S CONFIDENCES.

The author of The llcligion of a Literary Man contributes 
to tho New York Cosmopolitan for October an article on 

The Greatness of Man.” Mr. Le Gallienne writes so 
daintily, and takes his readers into his confidence with so 
frank and charming an air, that really it seems outrageously 
rude to say what we feel after reading him— that it is rather 
skimble-skamblo stuff. He tells us :—

“ I was brought up, I rejoice to say, in the bosom of 
an orthodox Puritan family. I hope that that family 
rejoices too. I was led and driven to believe that man 
was everybody, and that God was somebody—and that, 
not merely the Sabbath, but the whole universe, was 
made for man ; that tho stars were his bedtime candles, 
and that the sun arose to ensure his catching the 8.37 of 
a morning.”

On this belief he acted “  for many years,”  which may 
account for an air of self-importance, which, howeve*, got a 
check from “  those terrible Muses, geology, astronomy, and, 
particularly, biology.” These suggested : “  Naturo cares 
nothing about us, and her giant forces laugh at our fancies.” 
After this rebuff to inflated vanity, our young thinker 
very properly reflects that man has done some noteworthy 
things after all.

“ No, we mustn’t allow ourselves to bo frightened by 
the mere size and weight of the universe, or be depressed
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because our immediate genealogy is not considered 
aristocratic. Perhaps, after all, we are sons of God, and, 
as Mr. Meredith finely puts it, our life here may still be 

‘ a, little holding 
To do a mighty service.5

And the more man sees himself forsaken by the 
universe, the more opportunity to vindicate his own 
greatness. Is there no kind heart beating through the 
scheme of things ?—man’s heart shall still be kind. Will 
the eternal silence make mock of his dreams and his 
idealisms, laugh' coldly at ‘ the splendid purpose in his 
eyes’ ? Well, so be it. His dreams and idealisms are 
none the less noble things, and if the gods do thus make 
mock of mortal joy and pain, let us be grateful that we 
were born mere men. Moreover, he has one great 
answer to the universe—the answer of courage. He is 
still Prometheus, and there is no limit to what he can 
bear. Let the vultures of pain rend his heart as they 
will, he can still hiss ‘ coward’ in the face of the 
Eternal.”

After this explosive outburst we have the reflection: 
“ Perhaps, after all, who knows— God is love, and his 
great purpose kind ” ; and we are told that man is “  an 
animal by accident, a spirit by birthright ” : a characteristic 
utterance which shows we are dealing with a poet, and not 
a logician. But there is one good thing about Mr. Le 
Gallienne. Here, as elsewhere, he directs his readers to 
George Meredith, who is a poet, and a thinker too.

U n cle  B e n ja m in .

H U X L E Y .

Mr. Smalley says of Huxley’s w ork: “  What he did was 
to break down the ecclesiastical barrier between human 
reason and the exercise of it on some of those great 
questions which most nearly concern the human race. I 
do not mean that he alone did it, but that he was, on the 
whole, the foremost figure in that momentous struggle. 
The struggle is not yet over, but there is no longer much 
doubt on which side victory is to rest.” Mr. Smalley gives 
his opinion that Mr. Gladstone, Ward, Dr. Wace, the Duke 
of Argyll, and all who attacked Huxley were worsted. 
Speaking of the debates at the Metaphysical Club, he 
says:—

“ Mr. Gladstone is a hardened disputant with a tough 
skin, but even he must have winced under Mr. Huxley’s 
exposure of his controversial methods. On the point of 
orthodoxy, moreover, Mr. Gladstone is inflexible, or 
almost inflexible. If you are not a Churchman, you are 
in outer darkness, lie  does not follow scientific move
ments very carefully, but he knew very well what 
tremendous inroads Mr. Huxley was making upon 
ecclesiasticism, and he could not forgive him. One of 
Mr. Gladstone’s most faithful henchmen once remarked 
that he thought it an act of presuinption in a man who 
did not know Hebrew to discuss the Old Testament. 
What he really meant was that it was an act of pre
sumption to crumple up Mr. Gladstone in a public 
debate.”

Mr. Smalley mentions the friends who used to assemble at 
Huxley’s London house— Tyndall, Spencer, Sir Henry S. 
Maine, Norman Lockyer, Alma Tadema, and others. He 
mentions that neither Tyndall nor Spencer smoked. “  Mr. 
Huxley liked his pipe, and would never admit that tobacco 
in moderation would hurt anybody.” But this was perhaps 
his one indulgence, for Mr. Smalley says :—

“ His life was almost ascetic. He never spared him
self. Often and often have I known him leave the 
circle of family and friends, of which ho was the life, 
very early in the evening and betake himself to his 
library; a room of which the only luxury was books. 
If remonstrated with, or appealed to for another half- 
hour, he would shake his head. There was something 
to be done. And it would be midnight or one or two 
o’clock before it was done, and then he was up at seven 
in the morning. I sometimes thought he had no higher 
happiness than work ; perhaps nobody has. He would 
dine on a little soup and a bit of fish ; more than that 
was a clog on his mind. ‘ The great secret,’ he said, ‘ is 
to preserve the power of working continuously sixteen 
hours a day if need be. If you cannot do that, you may 
be caught out any time.’ ”

Kid—“ Do you think we’ll have a thunderstorm to-night?” 
Mother—“ No.” Kid—“ Then I needn’t say my prayers. 
I’m only afraid of thunder.”

DO THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS PROCLAIM 
SOCIALISM?

T his was the subject of a public debate on the 3rd inst., in 
the hall of the Bridgeton Branch of the Independent Labor 
Party, Howard-street, Glasgow, between Mr. William 
Heaford and M. M. Gass, the latter representing the Labor 
Party.

Mr. Gass argued that the commands of Jesus to love 
God above all, and our neighbour as ourself, which their 
promulgator declaredjo be the sum and substance of the 
law and the prophets, afford a subjective basis, which, with 
the Golden Rule, in the positive form in which Jesus alone 
expressed it, as an objective standard of conduct, constitute 
a code of principles the practical application of which must 
eventuate in Socialism. A reference to the doctrines of the 
prophets of Israel showed that, in Renan’s words, _ the 
prophets were what we “ would now call Socialists, 
inasmuch as they were Republicans and opposed to slavery 
and land monopoly. This was especially true of Isaiah, who 
forecast a state of society, which was exactly that aimed at 
by Socialism, when every citizen should enjoy in peace and 
security all the advantages due to him as the fruit of his own 
labor. The two petitions in the Lord’s Prayer, “ Give us 
this day our daily bread ” and “ Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven,” were essentially Socialistic aspirations. 
A divine of the last century had proved how monstrously 
selfish it would be to ask for more than daily bread, by this 
reductio ad absurdum version of the clause, “ Give us out 
daily bread, and give us superfluities to pamper our flesii 
and feed our vanity” ; and the desire that Goa’s will migh 
be done on earth as it is in heaven means that love, whicn 
implies liberty, equality, and fraternity, may prevail below 
among men, as it does in the presence of God. _ ,

Mr. Heaford pointed out that the injunction to love Go 
committed those who obeyed it to the worship of th 
sanguinary Jehovah of the Old Testament, and the hardly 
less sinister and vindictive God of the New, who consign^ 
the mass of mankind to an everlasting hell. The prescript!» 
to love our neighbor as ourself was a counsel of perfectio» 
and any serious attempt to carry it out would subvert t ■ 
whole system of civilisation. Self-love is the beginning 
wisdom in moral development; the source of the high? 
and truest altruism. The.GoldenRule, even in its affirmati' 
form, existed long before the time of Jesus ; and as for t 
quotation from Isaiah, it was evident that the mihenn ̂  
felicity there portrayed was as much a poetical version •j. 
the well-known passage in Virgil concerning the return 
the Golden Age. Besides, Isaiah represented this bê tJ 
state as a direct or special creation of God. Now, Social! > 
as generally understood by its advocates, was a pnr Jj 
secular method of improving society by human or nat 
agency. They had been waiting in vain for P1|iet^ aS 
hundred years for God to commence, and the certainty . 
that, if ¡we left it to him, we might wait till the G ^ 
Kalends. The prayer for daily bread was unnecessary^ 
men worked for it. People only prayed for what 
beyond their reach. One of the most serious defects in ^  
doctrine of Jesus was the emphasis it laid on the v a l . n 
prayer, whereas the practical Socialist echoed the old ' 5j er. 
aphorism, Laborare est orare. It was impossible to n jn 
stand how God’s will was to be done on earth as a;]y 
heaven. Did it mean that, when the prayer was 
answered, earth would become a second heaven,

lovelyevent, what would become of the home and all its - 
associations? They had had a reference to the 
but none to the law. What were they to make of such ,a| 
as the sanction of slavery by the Mosaic code, and the ’ y0r0 
command, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live » 
these Socialistic institutions or practices ? .

In subsequent speeches Mr. Gass sought to make ou  ̂
the law of Moses concerning slavery was really  ̂aIi jj3tic 
slavery statute, and to justify his ascription of b°cl 
doctrine to Jesus. _ vje^ed

In his closing speech Mr. Heaford searchingly re m ^  
the debate as a whole, and traced in graphic term Q]} 
pernicious influence of Christ’s teaching and exami 
the history of the social well-being of mankind. „

J. P. Gil>1°uB‘

How to  Help Us. . ^
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Frcet *?og tb* 

"  "  ' ‘ take the coptry to sell them, guaranteeing to 
remain unsold. 7°,0f

tb«
remain unsold. ¡r

(2) Take an extra copy (or moro), and circulate it ”
acquaintances. trah1’

(3) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the
car, or tho omnibus. wj,icb

(4) Display, or get displayed, ono of our contcnts-sheeL?>,or 
of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. r 
send thorn on application.
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A C I D  D R O P S .

The Baptist Union annual at Portsmouth would not have 
been complete without a “ missionary day.” One of the 
speakers on this -occasion was the Rev. G. R. Pople, a 
¡Missionary from the Congo, where some white men have 
lately been cooked and eaten, and pronounced too highly 
Havered with rum and tobacco. Mr. Pople said that “ much 
°f the cruelty which there prevailed was due to the belief in 
¡¡ltchcraft; but gradually the superstitions were giving way 
before the blessed influences of Christianity.” Mr. Pople 
mrgot to add, however, that a witch was recently roasted to 
death in Ireland ; a good deal nearer than the Congo. He 
also forgot to add that tho Bible orders the murder of 
''’itches, and that Jesus Christ went about ejecting devils 
¡¡om human beings. But of course the acknowledgment of 
'bese facts would damp the ardor of subscribers, and what 
w°uld then become of the missionaries 1 They would 
starve, which is nearly as bad as being eaten, and much 
'¡orse than the mere off-chance of being cooked to make a 
Congo holiday.

Christian bigotry is always active and enterprising, and 
always trying to injure someone for the glory and honor of 
'-lod. The Joyful News puffs the Silver Cord League, whose 
’Members pledge themselves not to deal with any grocer 
'¡ho sells beer, wine, or spirits. Tho cream of the joke is 
¡hat most of these grocers must be Christians. We advise 
’ hem to copy the holy wine texts from Mr. Foote’s new 

f ie  and lher pamphlet, and hang them up in their shop 
"’Hidows. Wouldn’t the Silver Cord League scream then !

The G. O. M. is still true to his ancient love of theology, 
' Md correspondents often draw him on this fascinating 
.Mbject. The Rev. A. G. Prichard, of Denton, Norfolk, has 
¡¡ckled Mr. Gladstone on the “  New Birth,” and elicited a 

characteristic reply. The G. O. M. believes in “ a renewing 
¡¡mritual operation in an infant,” and speaks of the grace of 
'°d, which is supposed to perform this operation, as “ a 

herm developed or dormant, or arrested and frozen to 
Fancy the spirit of God frozen to death ! Evi- 

thnt|y the G. O. M. is a victim of metaphor, like all the 
’eologians that have gone before him. He mistakes ideas 
r realities.

Many children, in my opinion,” says the G. O. M., “ and 
Vf U\ 'yrtliin my happy knowledge, grow up holy from tho 

’Mb.” This is no doubt inspired by dear little Dorothy 
h /  T ’ Mrere ’ b not for sweet child voices, and tender child 

lincl the patter of child feet, Christianity with its 
ty’.ri8inal sin” would have ended in madness and suicide. 
1 len an old man’s brain swarms with pious maggots, the 
Pj. 1 medicine is tho laughing light in two little rogueish

i jh e n  Mr. Athelstan Riley got his obnoxious Circular 
M V  *'° Foard school teachers, it was promised that “ the 

rhous opinions of candidates will not in any way influence 
d(.cjr appointments or promotion.” Now Mr. Riley openly 

lares that he will do his utmost to prevent the promotion 
•ho ( r and every ono of tho teachers who protested against 
ke Circular. This is a sample of tho sort of faith always 
or • bigots, who consider their duty towards their deity 
dieir {'ll burch overrides all considerations of justice towards 

r ‘ Glow men.

^nnservative Times, Pall Mall Gazette, and St. James's 
»n of,'’ concur in censuring this breach of trust, which, as 
to ¡^MtGesson in the tactics of the clerical party, ought not

ltr \r t
n. ‘ y’ Mcnamara, tho “ Progressive,” who is making such 
T'Oap] ,Rê  at Nr. Athelstan Riley on the London School 
Fun, ,’i ̂  Mes not understand religious equality any moro 
i° thfi v  ho opposes. Ho advocates increased grants 
¡a (I voluntary schools, without public control, although 
jtois s. ®0 ostensibly in the interest of underpaid teachers, 
’n that 80 *n âyor of keeping the Bible in the schools ; and, 
¡*vCr |J case, the Secularists can only regard the squabble 
UtVv,.10'v R shall be read and explained as the difference 

ifP tvyeedledum and tweedledee. “ A plague o’ both 
bouses !”

°r C W f i »  f  olstoi tells, in tho New York World Monthly 
c°bfiued ur’ lovv a peasant drafted for tho military was 

lloKged,_ and otherwise tortured to death as a 
t„l(i cUst„,<;' auso’ ’ ’ i obedience to Christ, he refused to take 
b̂ Ut 0c .ifary oath. This under tho most Christian Govern- 

1 tho (Jzar.

¡Mys ; “  The mortality in tho convict battalions is 
ba r<i,Me i if. abnormal. Since Burow, for instance, reigns 
attali0 . ”  "ordnesch, 340 bodies have been added to tho 

private graveyard; men starved or beaten to

death or driven insane or to suicide by the eternal fear of 
punishment by continuous hard work at small rations.” 
The number of a convict battalion seldom exceeds 600. So 
it appears that three-fifths of the men have been most 
Christianly murdered.

The poor old Pope has issued a protest against the 
National celebrations of September 20. He would fain 
persuade the Italians that their rejoicings over having their 
capital were an insult to his old age, “ led by a sect who are 
enemies of God ”—i.e., the Freemasons. He will not, how
ever, convince them that Rome was better off under Papal 
Rule, despite his prophecy of fresh perils and greater 
disasters. As long as Popes covet temporal power, the 
perils and disasters are likely to fall on the Church.

The Stepney Board of Guardians have, on the motion of 
Father Higley, adopted a curious method of dealing with 
the religious difficulty. They have decided that in future 
one foundling child out of every four chargeable to the 
Union shall be brought up as a Roman Catholic. So, after 
three parentless and religionless children have been put on 
the Protestant path to the everlasting bonfire, the next 
comer will have a chance of being included within the pale 
of salvation. Father Higley, who proposed this, had also 
to claim that the Catholics produced a full quarter of the 
foundling children. When will men learn that they have 
no more right to decide the religious views of children than 
to put them in iron cages ? _

If Londoners don’t get saved, it is not for want of 
opportunity for learning the road from all sorts and 
conditions of men. A Hindu Yogi, Swami Vwekananda, 
who advertises himself as “ connected with no society,” is 
delivering lectures on “  Vedanta Philosophy ” at the Princes’ 
Hall, Piccadilly, the price for admission to the stalls being 
five shillings.

The United Liberal Societies of New York made a big 
parade through the city as a demonstration against the 
Sunday Laws. It was computed that over 30,000 persons 
took part. But the Liberal Societies made a mistake by 
holding the parade on a Wednesday. I f  held on a Sunday, 
the demonstration would have been more effective, and, 
perhaps, more numerously attended.

M. T. Witt Talmage has issued a book on his travels, 
which he calls The Earth Girdled. A chief item appears to 
have been his visit to the Czar, who, he tells us, “ worships 
God.” The Czar seems to have known how to utilise the 
mountebank. The latter reports : “ I said to the Emperor, 
‘ I saw Moscow burn !’ Somewhat startled, he said, ‘ What 
do you mean ?’ ‘ I saw it at sunset.’ ‘ Oh,’ he replied,
smiling, ‘ I have often seen it in that blaze.'” This sort of 
talk let tho Czar take Talmage’s measure nicely, and he 
flattered the preacher, knowing that he in turn would 
celebrate his praises wherever he travelled.

Sir Hartley Williams, one of the Justices of Victoria, has 
been stirring up Melbourne orthodoxy by giving a discourse 
on “ Religion, Dogma, and Theology,” in which he advocated 
teaching morality apart from dogmas. A whole swarm 
of clericals have swept down on him, but only to show what 
pitiable obscurantists they are.

“ The Sermon of the Week” in Monday's Daily Chronicle 
was by Mr. Price Hughes, who declared that “ No man can 
argue himself into Christianity.” This is a smack in the 
face for all the advocates of Christian Evidences. Accord
ing to Mr. Hughes, you cannot know that Christ was God 
except “ by the revelation of the Eternal Father.” Why, 
then, is Mr. Hughes so anxious to have the deity of Christ 
taught to the children in Board schools 1 Why doesn’t he 
leave it to “ the Eternal Father”?

The “ rovelation of the Eternal Father” has made Mr. 
Hughes a most niggardly economist of truth. If ever wo 
get that “ revelation,” wo hope we shall take it in a milder 
form. ____

Tho Quarterly Review has the cheek to say: “ Outside of 
Christendom what wo behold is stagnation and decay.” It, 
of course, implies that Christianity is the cause of movement 
and progress being found in Christendom. How, then, did 
it happen that stagnation and decay prevailed in Chris
tendom for a thousand years, and still prevails in 
Abyssinia, where Christianity has existed for 1,400 years, 
without outside influences 1 If anything is certain, it is 
that the progressive movement in Europe came through 
Jews, Moslem», and Sceptics. To-day Japan is to the full 
moro progressive than Spain, or than any other nation that 
can fairly be classed as distinctively Christian.

Professor Richard T. Ely, the author of a popular American 
book on Socialism, writes on “ State Universities” in the 
October Cosmopol it an. He says : “ fine of the sad facts I am
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more and more compelled to face is that the great social, 
educational, and political reforms of our day receive little 
sympathy and increasing opposition from the churches as 
institutions. Institutionalism is getting squarely in God’s 
■way now, as it always has, although the number of individuals 
who see the needs and signs of the times is increasing. The 
hardest and wickedest obstacle in the path of progress is 
blind and dogged conservatism of the religious classes.”

The Marquis of Lothian has a curious notion of what is 
meant by a denominational school. He is reported as 
saying, before the Church Council of the Episcopal Church 
in Scotland, that any school in which religious teaching 
was not given “ might be held to be a denominational 
school, on the ground that it was just as emphatically 
placing the school in an exceptional position as if it were 
conducted as a denominational school.” This brilliant logical 
tour de force of the noble Marquis was received with great 
applause by the assembled ministers, and, thus encouraged, 
he may now attempt to convince the Education Depart
ment.

According to F. Pommerol, they place in Auvergne a rude 
stone, instead of a cross, on the apex of house roofs and 
chimneys. This is an old custom descended from pre- 
Christian times, and is supposed to be an offering to thegod of 
thunder and a talisman against lightning. At Rome, Jupiter 
Tonans was represented by a boulder. Thor had, as the 
symbol of thunder, his hammer, which made a pre-Christian 
cross.

The riots at Barcelona were, it appears, occasioned by the 
removal from the Chair of Natural History, at the University 
of Barcelona, of Professor Odon de Buen. The only reason 
for his removal is his pronounced Freethought. He was the 
delegate from Spain to the recent International Freethought 
Congress at Brussels. This seems to have been the immediate 
occasion of the persecution. The students resented so much 
the action of the authorities that they smashed the windows 
of the bishop who instigated it. If the clericals of Spain 
think they can keep out the doctrine of evolution by 
removing all the professors who teach it, they are probably 
mistaken. These miserable obscurantists are doing their 
worst to sink Spain into old barbarism.

Mr. Cluer (to the prisoner): “ Have you any questions to 
ask r  Prisoner (incoherently): “  In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was made God. I coma to avenge 
God.” Mr. Cluer: “ O h ! I see. You are remanded for 
medical examination.”

Striking illustrations of Ritualistic teaching are given in 
the form of a leallet issued by the Wesleyan book-store. 
The illustrations are pictures of instruments for self-torture 
now being sold in England for the use of Anglo-Catholics. 
For self-flagellation you may buy a “ discipline” for 4s. Cd. 
or more, according to the number of knotted thongs ; or you 
can get the same in knotted steel, with which you may 
drench your back with blood. “ You can have a wristlet for 
Is. 6d. or 2s. 6d., or an anklet for 10s. 6d., large enough to 
wrap round any part of your leg ; or a cincture, which will 
enwrap your waist, for 16s. These are made of steel wire, 
and at the intersection of the links there are sharp-hooked 
steel-points for the tearing of your skin at every movement 
of wrist, or leg, or body.” Hair shirts can also be had at 
various prices. The use of these articles is regularly 
enjoined in the confessional by Ritualist priests as a 
condition of absolution. Mr. Athelstan Riley is reported as 
recommending the hair shirts to Board-school teachers. The 
High Church Fakirs are on the right road. They advocate 
celibacy, and we hope soon to report that they earn the 
commendation of Christ on those who make themselves 
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.

Professor Sayce, whose article in the Contemporary/ Review 
is ably dealt with by the author of The Witness o f Assyria 
in this issue, gave utterance to a lot of nonsense before the 
Church Congress. _ He crows over Professor Flinders Petrie 
finding a scarab with the name Jacob-el—which proves that 
.Jacob was an old divinity if it proves anything—and over 
the same names being found in Babylonia : that is, he makes 
much of points which no one thinks of disputing, without 
furnishing an iota of evidence for the miraculous tran
sactions which are disputed. When he finds monumental 
evidence that all the rivers of Egypt were turned into 
blood, he can crow as he pleases. Meanwhile ho only makes 
himself ridiculous.

Mr. E. Sidney Hartland, author of the Legend o f Perseus, 
has a column-long letter in tho Times of October 14 on “ The 
Sin-Eater in Wales.” In his book Mr. Hartland indicates 
that the custom of sin-eating, the partaking of food off a 
corpse, comes down from time9 of cannibalism. Of course, 
there have been vehement denials of tho custom, which was 
certified to by Aubrey, Moggridge, and others. Canon Silvan 
Evans and the Rev. T. Eynor Davies have been adduced ns

saying they did not know of any such custom—which is a 
good deal like the Irishman who offered to produce 
witnesses who would swear they did not see him ao what 
he was accused of doing.

Mr. Hartland mentions that Miss Gertrude Hope saw the 
same ceremony performed at Market Drayton as recently as 
July 1, 1893. She says : “  The minister who had lately come 
from Pembrokeshire remarked that he was sorry that Pagan 
custom was still observed. He had been able to put an end 
to it in the Pembrokeshire village where he had formerly 
been.” Mr. Hartland also tells an anecdote of an inspector 
of schools who asked a clergyman concerning the super
stitions of the place, when he was met by the dignified 
response : “ Our people are not superstitious, I am glad to 
say.” His inspection over, he asked the first-class: “ Now, 
children, can you tell me of any place where there is a bogie, 
and of anyone who has seen one V and instantly every hand 
was stretched out.

If any of our readers know of instances of clergymen 
having suppressed old customs or children’s games, we shall 
be glad of authentic information, as we have reason to think 
that wherever the Pagan character of such observances is 
revealed by the folk-lorists it is suppressed as speedily as 
possible by the men of God.

A Queensland Democrat mentions in the Daily Neve* 
that in that part of the world the Sunday Act of Charles it- 
is enforced against Chinamen who do gardening on Sundays. 
Christianity always was the most tolerant of faiths.

A  press telegram from Cincinnati, a few days ago, say®: 
“ The customary Lord’s Prayer in the Linwood, Ohio, senoo 
has been ordered to be stopped.” A father took his child ir° 
school on account of this prayer, and notified the teach® ’ 
who consulted the attorney of the public schools. 4 
latter replied that prayers had been eliminated from t 
schools, and that a State law forbade anything of a sectari  ̂
nature being taught in the public schools. Have we no 
similar law in Illinois l Will not some lawyer be so kino 
to advise us for publication, as we have inquiries on 
subject 1—Progressive Thinker.

The Dean of Norwich is very modest. He only wants ® 
million a year raised for a National Sustentation I  und  ̂
poor incumbents. As for the curates, they can for” , 
Union of their own and go on strike. _ The Church a|r t0I11 
takes from seven to ten millions, and if those at the bo n9 
of the ladder want help they should look to the fat c 
and bishops higher up.

Under the heading of “ The World, the Flesh, and ^  
Devil,” Reynolds’ Newspaper gives a list of men of Goo 8 
wrong. It is sad reading, especially for Christians.

Mr. Headlam has spent too much money on hiŝ  p / ^ ch 
Reformer and thinks of dropping it. Reforming the 
is a big undertaking; too big for anyone but Jesus , ftp9 
if he would only come again, as he promised ; and p 
ho would fail. On the whole we think he would.

Mr. F. Goodchild has compiled for the Outlook (N;\-)„a jt 
of statistics on “ What Working-men Pay for Religio ^ er- 
appears to be precious little in the United States, c „  
ably less than what is spent for tobacco. In Great 
it is far less than in America; in France still ¿¡ca 
Germany less still; and in Belgium least of all. 4 cQjx■ 
probably leads the way, because of the almost em01_w0rkerS 
tributions of the Irish, as it was found among s were
in the States that 08 per cent, of American famu ^  th0 
said to contribute to tne Church, while 84 per U fro»1 
Irish contributed. But tho contribution through  ̂ ^  per 
working men is so small, in the highest instance n uAon jS 
cent, of the income, as to make it certain that /^ p t l093

Eractically maintained by the wealthy classes, who
elieve that it subserves their interests.

Either J. C. o r  the Devil. ^
The Ivurnai aboriginal natives of Australia, had v/so» 

2 M H ^ ln' liullu” 'lu‘ ,and Bankan. ’ "rites/ 
“ i n ^ KarH'A rmani(Knr™i*(P- 255) thelatter v j 
Rani-*8 duslroU3 of learning what llrewin, B u llu H ^ ^ ed  
! ^ l; i V Ver0 supposed by the Kurnai to be, I 

o >[ tho most intelligent men. Both were Tatung*.
meuiber of tho Church of England, the o f  . , 

intelligent savage and a scamp. I said : ‘ What is ■
They consulted, and after a few minutes one of «J®1?^¡„Ic 
We think that he is Jesus Christ.’ I said : "  W ’tech ^  

you had better consult again ; I do not think your ta  < cr, 
teaches you that.’ They then consulted som ewhat^^ ,C 

hen ho said : Me have talked about it, and "  
must be the devil.’ ”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sunday, October 20, Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, E.C. : 
7.30, “ The Holy Ghost.”

October 27, Plymouth.
November 17, Leicester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles W atts’s Engagements.—October 18, North Shields; 
20, Glasgow; 21, Paisley; 22, Cupar; 24 and 25, Dundee; 27, 
Edinburgh ; 28, York. Nov. 3, m. Newington Reform Club, e. 
Foresters’ H all; 17, Liverpool; 24, Manchester.—All communica
tions for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (if a roply is required, 
a Btamped and addressod envelope must bo enclosed) at 81 Effra- 
road, Brixton, London, S.W .
S. W.—It would be difficult to provide for a Secular funeral in 

such a remote place, unless someone attended from Plymouth 
°r Bristol.

A. Adams (Hull).—Notices should be sent to the editor.
■ Dobson.—We have not forgotten the promised articles. The 
Beer and Bible pamphlet is a good preliminary.

• Johnson.—Thanks for papers. Tho joke has appeared in a 
slightly different form.

• iisiiBCRH.—Will give particulars of bishops’ incomes and 
legacic9 at death next week.
■ Axelley.—W o received no letter about tho opposition to our 

^placard. Kindly forward particulars.
, , ' Gadd.—Y our subscription shall be transferred.

- Swain.—Pleased to hear the Derby friends who subscribe 
hope the day is not far distant when Mr. Foote’s worth will be 

«Uy recognised.”  If people everywhere who think him worth 
■»nhing would just send on the amount for Froethought 
propaganda, it would be doubly interesting. The other matters 

A shall bo attonded to.
„  1 W alter.—Mr. Fordor attends to your order. Thanks for 

T your kind words.
•W. Bundy. 86 Etta-stroet, Deptford, S.E., is the new secretary 
sn Eowisham and New Cross Branch. W e should like to see 

T \?° “ d u rin g  done in this district.
•t0 !"'F 'H .—Why not try to get a few of tho Belfast friends 
lector r’ an<* mak° ln(iuiries about a hall for occasional special

¿ .M o s s .—Sorry to hear of the fiasco. Put the notice down 
tro T ’ and keep your seconder in sight. Pleased to havo your 

P B °d wishes for our locture scheme.
FV — W o havo no covers for holding weekly copies of the

'tinker, or wo would send one to the Walthamstow Library, 
p 0 '«ay see what can bo done when we get a little timo. 
JoiIIT- — The verso is in type.

to iLNl) James M’Glashan (Glasgow) transfer their £2 donation 
wish ^ ad fund to Shilling Week, and send another £1, with 

. s l° r a good response to all our appeals. This is a 
A W Cal * *  ° £ "'ishing.

The ANT Girl sends a shilling, and wishes she could send moro. 
P?°r girl’s mite should be a challenge to some of the 

]j ^ nhior friends.
ir»nNEs (Colchester).—Hope we have your name right. Will 

7)elt lr° a >̂ou*> the other matter. 
aud ’ 8e" d‘ng twenty shillings, writes : “ You are so energetic 
to au, ac‘ous (in a complimentary sense) that you are likely 
utnotTr f°n enthusiasm in others.”  He wishes tho Agnostics 

J. jyj tho aristocracy would come to our aid, 
b o* ; - a * —Shall be transferred, 

follow ■ LACK-—Thanks. Glasgow has beaten othor places
UJod .f' n, tho Shilling Week subscription. W o shall boar it in 

J. 11 Glasgow evor wants a servico from us.
If, " x— Transferred as desired.
J0s (Stanningley).—Glad to have your cheerful letter. 

êarnfL°SE— Thanks for your interesting letter. Wo liko to 
be  ̂ °ur readers sowing tho seed of Freethought. Much can 

5 , 110 ln courteous and kindly private conversation.
Islo^'N—Our compliments to tho subscribing members of tho

“ Ee,<z JJogs Progressive Club.
out" nfUB— Shall bo attended to. Portsmouth will not bo left 
Kind]' ° ? r schomo. Wo havo not Mr. Harding’s address. 

**a,NTei aS C Kim to communicate.
“  Row 8ends a socond £1 to Shilling Week, and hopes wo have 

. W0 Bh„n°?01vcd at least 2,000 shillings.”  Not yet, but no doubt 
"• If,!,, boforo the ond of the month, 

and en°TT’ ®^bscribing, writes: “ You deserve all tho support 
eHer,,vCl 'i^agoment our party can givo for your devotion and 

t>thcir ‘V tl10 cause. Our party should rally together and close 
*f. i> anks.”

v 0 "yupathiso with j-ou, but in tho long run you may 
i?adini °fUr?olf W°H nd of a young lady who would restrict your 
‘ ■>6 elm , 10r own narrow limits. It is always best to look upon 

a * holosnlrful 8»de, if you can ; indeed, thoso who would live
A, ci sO ftin  i i- J  * i i  _ . . u : — a.^  i-Vvrt VioViif. n f  f i n i n g  SO.I, i * V''/’ 44 Jtvu t   r  lj ’ Uscful livos should cultivate tho habit of doing so.

e^ U red , n fT ii^ 10 ûnd ia not closed. You are quite In time. 
\> .aico. others aro still behind, and wo are giving them a

10Ile to see you next Sunday at Plymouth.

H. Jones.—Correction made. You are quite right. It is always 
well to be accurate.

G. Brady, subscribing to Shilling Month—as it now is—hopes 
“  the result will be a substantial sum which will enable us to 
attain the important object in view.”

W. H. Morrish, our veteran Bristol friend, transfers £2 from the 
Hall fund to our lecturing scheme.

E. Smedlky.—How can wo answer the man’s nonsense? If a 
Christian minister knows that most Secularists are bad men, he 
is like the rest of his species ; their knowledge is always guess
work.

M. Christopher is “ so pleased with our lecture scheme”  that he 
sends us another subscription.

R. Joslin.—Pleased to hear that yourself and a few Edmonton 
friends would contribute £10 towards a guarantee fund if Colonel 
Ingersoll would only “  come over and help us.” W e fancy, how
ever, that the Colonel would need no other guarantee than his 
own popularity.

J. W . Gott writes : “  The new scheme is one in which I can 
heartily work, because I feel sure we are going to get our money’s 
worth.”

F. Marsh.—Mr. Foote and all his household are quite well. 
Thanks for your wish that he “  will have the best of health and 
live many years to uphold the noble cause of Freethought.”

W. J. Gaines.—Glad to hear you induced your Christian friend 
to attend Mr. Foote’s first lecture at St. James’s Hall, and that 
he was “ delighted.”  Keep pegging away, always courteously, 
at your orthodox acquaintances. Much good is done in this 
way. Freethinkers should all take a part in our propaganda, 
and not leave it entirely to our lecturers and journalists.

J. B .—Thanks for cuttings. Your subscription is not as large as 
your wish to help, but that is no fault of yours. If all sub
scribed what they could, we should be able to carry Freethought 
into every part of the kingdom.

Papers Received.—Oldham Standard—Oldham Chronicle—New 
York Public Opinion—New York World Monthly—Two Worlds 
—Monist—Liberator—Truthseeker—Oxford Times—Blue Grass 
Blade—Free Sunday Advocate—Melbourne Age—Cape Times— 
—Melbourne Herald—Middlesex Chronicle—Orange Free State 
Express—Progressive Thinker—Secular Thought.

L ecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-Btreet by first post 
Tuesday, or thoy will not be inserted.

Letters for the Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.C.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale ox A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Friends who send us newspapers would onhance the favor by 
marking the passagos to which thoy wish to call our attention.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in tho current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following wook.

SHILLING MONTH.

Tills fund will be kept open till the end of October. I am 
requested to do this by soveral correspondents, and it is 
only fair that all who might give should give, or at least 
have a full opportunity afforded them.

My lecture schomo has “ caught on.” Many of the 
oldest and best workers in tho country see in it a real 
prospect of a “  Forward Movement.” I have had a 
number of applications for help in propagandist efforts 
from various parts of tho country. They are really more 
numerous than I can deal with, but I shall do what I can. 
Everything depends on tho means put at my disposal. I 
therefore appeal again to my readers. Hundreds of them, 
surely, aro able to send something; scores of them, I 
know, aro able to assist handsomely; and I want them to 
understand that I  am waiting.

G. W . FOOTE.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
(  Where merely the name is given the amount is one shilling.)

J. D. Leggett, 2s. Gd.; J. Crabtree and two boys, 3s.; J. S.; 
A. F. Walter; Mrs. Walter; It. Ellis, 2s.; T. Millar; It. 
Shaw 2s.; It. Axelley ; J. and .T. Beale, 2s.; J. Close, 2s. Gd.; 
W. Bineham ; A. E. Mooro ; W. Stevens, Gd.; L. Oaks ; E. 
Middloton, Gd.; H. Brown ; Painter, £1 ; T. Warwick, 2s.; 
T. Hibbott, 2s .; W. Akenhead ; T. M. C. ; C. B. W .; 
Pyrites; John and James M’Glashan, £3 ; J. Pruett, 5s.; A 
Servant G irl; E. Lyons ; H. Dines, 2s. Gd.; T. Ollerenshaw, 
2s.; G. W., 2s.; G. Wilkins; Delta, £ 1 ; Howforth, 5s.; W. 
H. Morrish, £ 2 ; M. Christopher, 2s.; W. Hopper, 5s.; M. 
Bell, £ 1 ; W. Davey, 2s.; Mrs. Harwood; Mr. and Mrs.
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Yates, 2s.; Mr. Scott: A. Marks; R. Joslin, 10s.; J. W. Gott, 
2s. 6d.; -T. R„ 2s.; J.M.; R.G.; A.R.; J. L.; G. W.; C.M.; W.H.; 
J. F. ; D. B., 2s. Cd. ; Southport, 2s. ; Few Port Glasgow 
Friends, 5s. Od.; F. Boorman; F. J. Boorman; G. Lucas, 
2s. 6d.; P. Shapter ; W. Deacon, 6d.; A Gospel Stater, 2s. 6d.; 
A. Weddle, 5s. ; J. Morton, 5s. ; H. Smith, 2s. ; C. E. Hall, 
2s. 6d.; T. Stead ; R. and Mary Lowther, 2s. ; W. S. M., 4s. ; 
J. Ainsworth (Blackburn), 2s.; Mrs. and R. Bransby, 2s.; 
A. J. Lovell, 10s.; A. S. Webb ; J. Tomkins, 2s.; Mrs. James ; 
J. Hooper, 2s.; R. S. Smith, 2s.; Alchem, 5s.; R. Bulman, 
2s. 6d. ; C. J., 3s. ; S. Buiman, 4s. ; J. K., 2s.; F. Marsh, 4s. ; 
A. A. Watts; H. Higgins; W. J. Gaines; C. R. Morgan; 
Friend ; J. W. Phillips ; G. Phillips ; A. Phillips ; H. Smith ; 
John Grange, 5s. ; J. B. ; J. P. W. ; H. Bounds, 2s. ; A. S. 
Coleman, 5s.; J. S. and C. W. ; O. M. L., 2s.; Mount Batten 
Friends, 5s.; W. Pearce, 2s.; G. Brady, 5s.; T. Dobson, 2s.; 
J. Umpleby, 5s.; W. O. and J. M., 5s.

Derby: Barker, Briggs, Fletcher, Ford, King, Martin, 
Whitney, Wright, Heritage, Swain, 10s.

Per Miss Vance.—A. Cross, 10s.; J. Worster ; B. Dundas ; 
W. B., 2s.; T. Lewis ; J. Cole ; J. Payne ; R. Fountain, 4s.

Per R. Forder.—C. R. ; H. L. Towers, 2s. ; H. J., 2s. 6d.; 
Wm. M. (North Shields), 5s.; J. Hayes, 2s. 6d. ; T. B., 2s.; 
A. J. Lorkin, 2s. 6d. ; II. Gadd, 2s. 6d. ; S. Newson, 2s.; 
J. A. R., 3s.; R. C. G.; Rhonddaite; A. G. Scopes (Ipswich), 
2s. ; H. Poulson, 5s. ; F. W. D., 2s. 6d. ; J. Radford ; A. 
Radford ; R. Radford ; G. H.; Amygo, 2s.

Correction.—In the Blackburn list, J. Titherington, Is., 
should have been 2s.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

TnE Sentinel, a North London paper published at Bowes 
Park, gives a fair report of Mr. Foote’s recent lecture at 
Wood Green. Reference is made to the “ naming ” of the 
baby boy, Alec Wood, and it is admitted that Mr. Foote 
“ spoke eloquently and movingly on the solemn responsi
bilities of parenthood.” The lecture is described as 
“  powerful and eloquent,” but “ spoiled here and there by 
cheap laughter-raising”—which, of course, only means that 
the lecture was less solemn than a sermon.

Another good report of this Wood Green meeting appears 
in the Picmeer, which says : “ The hall was crowded by an 
attentive audience, who vigorously applauded many of the 
points made during the lecture.” The writer of this report 
makes an excellent summary of the lecture in the space at 
his command. ____

Dir. Charles Watts lectured to an improved audience at 
Foresters’ Hall on Sunday evening. Ilis able and eloquent 
address on “ Atheism and Christian Theism” was frequently 
and loudly applauded. Air. Foote, who took the chair, 
appealed to the audience to fill the twelve hundred seats 
by bringing their friends and acquaintances to these 
meetings. A good collection was contributed towards the 
expenses.

Air. Foote lectures at Foresters’ Hall this evening (Oct. 20) 
on “ The Holy Ghost.” He will be followed by Air. Touzeau 
Parris and Air. C. Cohen.

Air. Putnam concludes his “ News and Notes” on his 
British tour in the Truthseeker of October 5, the latest to 
harpl. Alost of the article will be reprinted in due course 
in our columns. Aleanwhile we may note that now Air. 
Putnam is on the other side of the Atlantic he takes the 
first opportunity of thanking the President of the National 
Secular Society for his reception of the President of the 
American Secular Union. “ I must thank Air. Foote,” he 
says, “ for the thorough-going manner in which he has sup
ported my labors in the field, and for his whole-souled 
greeting to me as a guest. He has been a comrade indeed, 
with chivalrous devotion to the cause.” Air. Putnam also 
thanks Mr. Watts for his “ unstinted aid,” and hopes to 
repay them both when they visit America.

 ̂Air. Foote has written a special message on behalf of the 
Freethinkers of this country to the American Secular Con
vention, which will be held at New York the last week in 
October. This was done at Air. Putnam’s request.

Professor Goldwin Smith has spoken out on the action of 
the Postmaster of Canada in suppressing the circulation of the 
Truthseeker in the Dominion. In a letter to Air. E. AI. 
Alacdonald he says : “ Dear Sir,—You may bo sure that you 
will always find me on the side of perfect freedom of opinion. 
Beliefs which cannot maintain themselves by argument in 
fair lists against all comers ought not to bo maintained at 
all. In the number of the Truthseeker which you have sent 
me there is much to which believers in Christianity would 
object, as they would to many of the utterances of my late 
friends, Professors Huxley and Tyndall. But there is

nothing, so far as I  can see, to  ju stify  or excuse the 
exclusion o f your journal from  circulation.— Yours faith
fully, G oldwin  Sm ith .”

Mr. Joseph Symes, our gallant old colleague out at 
Melbourne, writes as follows in the last number of the 
Liberator to hand :—“ The Freethinker has a note or two on 
my late imprisonment and other ‘ legal ’ experiences, aw 
adds : ‘ Air. Symes has apparently more than one mancan 
do in Melbourne. Bigotry seems as rampant there as it in
here, and even more so.’ True. It is impossible for my 
English friends to even imagine the difficulties of ®y 
position here in Alelbourne; and no words of mine could 
ever describe them. I am not insinuating that they have 
not worry and trouble enough, and much too much. But A 
am alone, and have been for eleven and a half years. Stub 
I am not dead. I have been robbed wholesale, insulted, 
outraged, and have still more lies told and whispered against 
me than any other man, and more utterly cowardly enemies, 
whose cowardice makes cowardice itself almost blush tor 
them. True, I have much more than I can do ; but I nevei 
was more able or willing to work, nor less disposed to sho' 
quarter to that horrid superstition under which all my toes 
more or less find shelter, encouragement, and incitement to 
crime, and assistance in it. Still, I  drop my work when i 
can work no more ; I yield to my enemies when they hav 
really beaten m e; but not till then. Aly fight has been long 
and fierce. It is a wonder I have any respect for the mass 
of mankind left in me ; and a greater wonder still that tna 
respect and hope for them does not seem to diminisn- 
Perhaps this arises from the fact that all along my 
while rascality has seemed overwhelming, I have found tn 
utmost goodness in a few persons. In every crisis I hav 
experienced noble men and women have come forward wn 
help and encouragement. To them I owe more than I ca 
express, more than I can ever repay.”

Air. J. Alorrison Davidson, whose last volume, Let Ther_ 
Re Light !, has been noticed in the British Weekly, sends  ̂
letter to that journal, in which he reaffirms his statemen 
that nine-tenths of the clergy would be helpless in the grasp 
of a Foote or a Watts. “ If I were a betting man,” he saVN 
“ I should be prepared to take heavy odds that they vvou 
pass a far better examination in the writings of sa 
scholars [Lightfoot, Harnack, Sanday, Ramsay, etc.] tna 
five-sixths of th e ‘ clergy of all denominations.’ In  a wor , 
they ‘ master their briefs,’ while the salaried advocates 
Christianity but too often shamefully neglect theirs.’

In the New Age (Oct. 10), edited by A. E. Fletcher, 
there is an article on “ The Religion of Thomas Paine, 
reply to the Christian Commonwealth. The writer rat 
patronisingly pats Paine on the back for being no Atnej • 
He says : “ He was not an orthodox Christian certainly, 
he was one who would have entirely agreed with y  
Alilman when he said: ‘ Christianity has been tried 
more than eighteen hundred years ; perhaps it is time 
try the religion of Jesus.’ ” This is a shade overdone, tor' t 
wonders, if this was exactly Paine’s position, how it was ^  ̂
he still remains a stigmatised heretic, while Alilman j 
honored dignitary of the Church. The truth is, h>;U*1<L0tf, 
the van of heresy in his own day, and, were ho living n 
we should rather expect to find him with the Atheists ^  
with the colorless Broad Churchmen of the type ot-*orB 
Fletcher. The article gives several notable extracts 
Paine, and concludes as follows : “ Paine died under ^  
ban of society and the Churches, when a little hypocrl*Uej  
even discreet silence might have secured him unbou 
applause ; but he was to the last inflexibly true t 
highest he knew, and the best of us can do no more.

th u  t o Ph n r\ fr0m  ? ® ? an’s book  on his sister, Henrietta
that to  her h e  ow ed the exquisite refinem ent o f  his sty^-

.rettedShe read all his proofs, and was a most fastidious 
She, moreover, led the way in Freethought, and regr gj. 
the priestly leanings of her brother. He says : “ 1 , ftD(l 
Sulpico Seminary in 1845. Thanks to the libera 
earnest spirit which ruled over that institution, j.gj0us 
carried my philologic studies very fa r ; my ~ 
opinions were greatly shaken thereby. Hcrc: ,no in 
llenriette was my support. She had outstripped , put 
this path ; her Catholic beliefs had wholly disappear ' *oVet 
she had always refrained from exerting any intluen jjicb 
me upon this subject. When I told her of the doubt' ¿0n 3 
tormented me, and which made it my duty to ’ ’a vf®3 
career for which absolute faith was requisite, „ 
enchanted, and offered to smooth the difficult passag

____ j-te®̂
We are indebted to the Leek Times for the perfect co 'jeOc0 

and fairness it has shown in respect to the correspo, îr
on the suggested “ Foote and Howard Deba ■ Jn thelow aru , -jj
H ow ard’s letter in reply to  our very  plain statemen ^ ig0ry 

ker is to  be charitably accounted for on the cjoud® 
is laboring ’ under a violent prejudice, which '¡or0 

his understanding. “  Air. Foote, one o f the ablest P M  
debaters that ever lived,” he says, “  declines to  disc

Freethinker 
that ho tlF
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question of man having a soul unless he can secure an 
unfair advantage to himself in the framing of the pro
position to be debated.” Really this is very astonishing. 
Mr. Foote asked Mr. Howard to frame the proposition he 
wished to maintain with respect to mental phenomena, and 
promised to frame his own proposition afterwards. Mr. 
Howard calls this securing an unfair advantage. In other 
Words, Mr. Howard declines to debate unless he frames his 
°wn proposition and Mr. Foote’s too; which is the very 
course we charged him with pursuing in former negotiations.

Mr. Howard wants Mr. Foote to champion the “ brain 
wieory,” which is surely a rough way of expressing the 
scientific psychology of Lewes or Maudsley. Mr. Foote 
Would be silly to let himself be saddled with such crudities. 
Hor will he call himself a Materialist or an Agnostic to 
Please Mr. Howard, who would at once put his own con
duction on these terms, and cry “ Behold the philosophy 

Mr. Foote.”

Wo invite Mr. Howard to drop his heroics and come to 
¡jue point. Let him frame his proposition, as he is the 

challenger,” and Mr. Foote will then frame his. If the 
reverend gentleman then complains of any unfairness, the 
jttatter may be left to the adjudication of the editor of 
jhe Leek Times, whom we do not know from Adam ; or to 
¡¡he adjudication of a committee of three persons at Leek, 

of whom shall be nominated (if he pleases) by Mr. 
Reward himself.

Mr. Watts lectures three times _ at Glasgow to-day. 
lea_will be provided, between meetings, for friends from 
a distance, and before the evening lecture Mr. Watts will 
name the infant daughter of Mr. D. G. Lindsay, the secretary 

the Branch. There will also be a collection for the 
benevolent Fund at the close of each meeting.

i J ho National Congress of French Freethinkers will be 
g,. d on Friday, November 1, at the Salle de l’Harmonie, 
g1 Rue d’Angoulème, Paris. This, being the feast of All 
çQUls, is a general holiday, and a suitable time for the 

<)ngresg. Among the subjects to be discussed will bo the 
ation of Freethought to Internationalism.

UnK°m Salisbury, like his nephew, Mr. Balfour, is an 
AW° • . f-d Christianity. His address to the British 
R a t i o n  last year was a clever, but superficial, attack on 
5  »»iam . Happily it is to be answered at length by Mr. 
Ho h ®Pencer> who is preparing his answer for the press. 
V) doubt it will be as effective as the best of Mr. Spencer’s 

Vl°us efforts in controversy.

cUin Chronicle, referring to a Freethinker who
11 ̂ ®.ed to afiirm in the local Coroner’s Court, remarks that 
L, > '-'dividual having the courage to publicly confess that 
ia a? no religious belief is still somewhat of a rarity.” It 
W  -'actory to learn that the Coroner administered the 
ail;’ and at once allowed the Freethinker to make an

"«nation.

tljf notable that, while the Rev. A. C. Deane tells us in 
^ tJ . lne^n th  Century that the young men of our uni- 
AgnoJf-8 • aro. Agnostics, a discussion on the subject of 
1’ash _tlcisjrn is going on in the Oxford Times, to which II.
Agtinta- "• Valliss contribute well-written letters on the bn°stic side. ____

Th aMth ft ' 'nsbury Park and the Islington Branches, together 
the Bap , d members of the Balls Pond Branch, have taken 
the gn , R°nd Secular Hall, 36 Newington Green-road, to 

of ,the year 1896. There will be a meeting of 
day (Tr(s nnd friends on Sunday next at 8.30. On Wednes- 
'a t ^ j^ o e r  23, a Christian Evidence class will be inaugu- 

• 8ubject for consideration being tho disputed 
n 1st nlil v11 Josephus. Mr. Forder will open at 8.30. The 
ta>oto i lc tacture will be on Sunday, November 3, by Mr.

ai« 6rentaries oi Branches of tho National Secular Society 
H ichTinted to send at once to Miss Vance all particulars 
DOo, | l(!y desire to see inserted in the N.S.S. Almanack for 
t<Jr'Var<l *?*'urer's who desire their addresses inserted should 

them without delay.

lead unsocial
py --•««, »uu thiv »cij ouiij . . — about to die ; 

Sooci • | nature of tho case, they can do no more harm 
Double ’ A1? People wlio, at an early period, begin to render 
* *  vaiU;l, ̂ ’lco to the good cause, and continuo rendering 

li ’pP ®ervicos as they advance in years.—J. Cotter 
«e Service o f  Man,” p . 196 ;  third edition.

not

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from, his Letters to the New York “  Truthseeker"
( September 21).

I h a v e  the pleasure of another visit to Professor Edwin 
Johnson, and this time we take a stroll over Hampstead 
Heath. This park is nearly as large as Central Park, and 
consists of hill, forest, and lakes, which present a charming 
variety. In fact, on Hampstead Heath it seems more like 
being in the country than in any other place I have visited in 
London. The views are wilder and more secluded. The air 
of cultivation is not so apparent. The neighborhood is 
both ancient and rural. There is the old hotel, and the 
chair in which Queen Victoria sat when she was a young 
lady and was in danger of an accident from restive horses 
on the steep Hampstead h ill; and in this chair she recovered 
her nerves and equanimity. Since then the chair has been 
held sacred, and the tavern preserves its aristocratic dilapi
dation. Of course the thirsty traveller takes a glass of bee'* 
at this historic spot. Farther on are “ The Spaniards ” 
connected with the Lord Gordon riots, as depicted in 
Barnaby Budge. We pass by the grove of pines amidst 
whose melodious songs Keats used to wander in his poetic 
youth, and it is certainly a beautiful spot. One can see far 
off into the glowing country with its diversified sceneries, 
while opposite the busy city looms, and between are the 
pastures where blackberries used to grow and lovers still 
wander. Many a dream the poet might have had amidst 
these delicious and contrasting scenes. From one point on 
Hampstead Heath the city can be seen in almost its entire 
extent. This is one of the finest views that England can 
present. I  shall still more remember the beauties of this 
place because, almost immediately after the visit, I came 
across the poem of James Thomson (B.V.), entitled “ A 
Sunday at Hampstead Heath,” also “ A  Sunday up the 
River.” I did not know that Thomson was so great a poet 
until I read those fresh and vigorous idyls. He has the 
ring of Burns, and the airy spaces of Shakespeare. He 
brings nature right before you, and pours forth the genuine 
human heart. I had read his “ City of the Dreadful Night, ’ 
and, while it is a marvellous poem, I did not like it. It is a 
kind of abnormal production, a gloomy curiosity of literature. 
But the “ Sunday on Hampstead Heath ” is gloriously 
healthful and jubilant, and, to my mind, ranks Thomson 
in essential genius with the greatest singers of the day. 
My visit to Hampstead Heath made me realise better the 
fidelity of this bard to nature’s opulent display.

Professor Johnson is a scholar and a philosopher, both of 
fine literary insight and extensive reading. We talked on 
all manner of subjects along Hampstead Heath, and among 
his books. He is rich in experiences of the remarkable men 
of this era. Like myself, he was compelled to give up his 
orthodox position and accept tho perils of out-and-out 
heresy. He has been brave and true to his convictions. 
He has written a Radical novel, The Quest of Mr. East. I 
have not read it, but I have no doubt it is a suggestive 
work. It is not yet published. I hope, however, it will lind 
its circle of readers. Professor Johnson has the pen of a 
felicitous writer.

On Friday I take my way to Leicester, and Leicester is 
indeed a handsome place. It has a population of 180,000. 
It is a large manufacturing point, but its atmosphere is 
clear of smoke. The chimneys must consume their own 
smoke. The city fathers enforce this rule. If a chimney 
pours forth too much smoke, there is a call at once for a halt 
of the columns, so that the city always presents a bright and 
clean appearance. Leicester is famous in tho history of 
England. One of tho ancient Earls of Leicester was the 
originator of the British Parliament. Hero are remnants of 
the old Reman wall, and the Roman Fosse, or public high
way, is now one of the elegant streets of the city. There is 
King Richard’s Road, along which Richard the Third 
galloped to Bosworth Field, eight miles distant. At tho 
bridge where he passed over is tiie inscription : “ Near this 
spot aro the remains of Richard the Third, tho last of the 
Plantagenets.” It is not known where his body was buried, 
if at all. Some say that it was thrown into the river and 
never recovered. I journey to Leicester on Friday in order 
to attend an “ outing” of the employees of Mr. Sydney 
Gimson and Company, who have large manufacturing works 
at Leicester. Mr. Gimson is president of the Secular Society 
at Leicester, and is active in our cause. About four hundred 
men are employed at the company’s works, and these, with 
their wives and sweethearts, marie a rally of about six 
hundred excursionists. The British workers do not do any
thing by halves. They go in for a whole day of fun when 
they sec about it, and enjoy themselves from morning till 
night. We start off at Beven o’clock a.m. A special train of 
fifteen cars is chartered for the occasion. These aro filled 
full; even the babies join in the festivities, and don’t seem 
to get tired. _ Our destination is Skegness, a watering-place 
in Lincolnshire, about seventy miles off. On our way we 
pass through old Boston, the original of Massachusetts 
Boston. The Puritans came from here, and the Pilgrims
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from Plymouth. A grim sect were the Puritans, and armed 
with authority. Old Boston has something of the appearance 
of its namesake. You might imagine yourself in a part of 
the “ Hub” as you roam its ancient streets. It used to be 
the third seaport in England, ranking after London and 
Bristol. London has maintained its supremacy, but the 
glory of Bristol and Boston has departed. Other cities 
have rushed to the front. The parish church at Boston is 
one of the largest in the kingdom—larger than any in New 
England, I think. It has a noble tower, which is called the 
“  Stump,” for, as you approach the city, especially in the 
evening, it has the appearance of a huge stump, rising above 
the surrounding dwellings. It is massive, and, as you view 
it nearer, beautiful in its structure. It is a notable land
mark. Boston has a population now of about 15,000. It 
has some shipping and manufacturing business. The 
country around is level, and rich in agriculture.

We also pass by Belvoir Castle, pronounced “ Beaver,” the 
seat of the Duke of Rutland. It is, I understand, a French 
word, meaning “ beautiful sight,” and certainly there must 
be an extensive view from its lofty battlements. It is on a 
high hill clothed with forests, the highest elevation in the 
county, from which a vast and level expanse stretches, 
mostly of prosperous farms. The railroad extends through 
what are called the “ finnlands,” which were once swamps, 
incapable of cultivation, but have been drained, canals and 
huge pumps being used for this purpose, and now the 
landscape shines with harvest. Thousands of acres have 
thus been utilised. We reach Skegness about half-past 
nine, and to the music of the band we march to the pavilion, 
and the broad and shining beach, miles in length, over 
which the children rush with joyous excitement, and the 
older folks follow, equally interested in the ever-varying 
panorama of sea and shore. The children take off their 
shoes and stockings and paddle barefoot along the sands 
and incoming waters, and it is interesting to watch their 
manœuvres. They enjoy it with the recklessness of child
hood. Some of the elders take to the bathing-machines, 
some to the boats, and some sail over the tide on the yacht 
or steamship. It is a chequered scene on every hand. A 
long pier stretches out into the ocean, upon which the band 
plays, and various entertainments attract for ten continuous 
hours. There is a “ switchback,” and although this was 
invented in America, and ran its course at the World’s Fair,
I had to come to Skegness in order to take my first ride, 
which was an exhilarating affair, something like coasting 
down hill. Various games are advertised, shooting the 
cocoa-nut, etc. The negro minstrels put in their fun, and 
altogether there is a wide and resounding effervescence of 
jollity. The tide is somewhat insidious along these sands, 
and creeps inward before one is aware, and the loiterer is 
shut off from the mainland by an ever-broadening stream ; 
and the way people clamber over that watery harrier is 
somewhat amusing to those who are safe on the other side. 
At one o’clock sharp is the dinner hour, and we all gather 
promptly in the vast pavilion, and in true democratic 
fashion proceed to the consumption of a “ good, square 
meal,’’ with a pint of beer attached. The British workman 
lias a good appetite, and eats vigorously, and when he gets 
through he proceeds at once to the open firmament of 
heaven, and takes a smoke. He does not wait to listen to 
speeches, as we do in America. Everybody, so far as I can 
see, is satisfied, sober, contented, and happy. The afternoon 
pursues its glorious march. The mists of morning disappear, 
the sky is almost cloudless, and the brilliant sea and the 
vast, level shores, glimmering into distant silver, make a 
resplendent picture. Out on the smooth water one can hear 
the music of the band, mellowed into wondrous harmony by 
the beaming distance, while a million waves break along the 
strand and join their voices to the sweeping melody. Even 
the donkeys seem to have an ear for music, and trot 
jubilantly along, with the little children shouting and 
laughing on their backs. The silvery afternoon slowly 
changes into golden twilight. More beautiful appears the 
ocean, now almost like a mirror. The sails are drooping, 
and the boats are lazily floating. The children are tired, 
but trudge sturdily onward. The crowd gathers at the 
station, and at 8.5 p.m. we start for home through the 
broad and glistening night. The earth hath its electric 
stars, answering to the stars above, as we thunder through 
the cities, villages, and fields. At eleven o’clock we arrive 
at Leicester, and of all the joyous crowd only one man is left 
liehind to pay the penalty of too much “ income-tax ’’ on the 
brain. It was a regular British holiday, and I enjoyed 
every moment of the breezy entertainment. It was a 
delightful “ water-sketch ” of Merrie England.

Tne Gimson Company paid the expenses of this big picnic, 
the railroad fare of all the men, and provided the excellent 
dinner ; and they did this with no patronising airs, but in 
the true spirit of liberty, fraternity, and equality. They 
are genuine men, and appreciate the manhood of the 
worker. S a m u e l  P. P u t n a m .

( To be continued.)

The road to hell is paved with parsons.

C H R I S T .

I l l
Tiie godhead robs the man of all 

The greatness which he might possess,
For he was worthy, if at all,

In simple humanness.

And as his quiet life I scan
Through mists of falsehood, folly, fraud,

1 think that may be great in man 
Which were but low in God.

And woven through and through this life 
What tales of swine are made for geese 1

Dimmed legends once with beauty rife 
In the clear mind of Greece.

What stories children to affright,
Of one of three, the third or one !

Such spectres haunt the skirts of night, 
But vanish from the sun.

This person of the Trinity 
Came forth his godhead to disown—

“ Why callest thou me good ?” said he,
“ For God is good alone.”

S u m m in g  Uf.
I would do right from day to day,

Love good and hate the evil thing ;
But I  will strongly put away 

This sensuous passioning.

And when for sorry faults I grieve,
And one, with smooth, insidious tones

Says, “ Set thy heart to sleep—believe— 
Rest softly—faith atones,”

Then doth my mind’s unclouded eye 
See from his lips the poison fall—

I will not stoop to listen, I ;
But rather suffer all.

I follow Truth, before whose face 
Nor God nor blackest hell hath m ight;

I would not win his love and grace 
And lose her in the night. Pyrites-

A Candid Archbishop.
On board the train going west I found Archbis^E 

Langevin, of Manitoba, who very politely responded t 
inquiries as to his opinions on the school question. H ? Do 
that the complete secularisation of the schools would i ,̂aS 
wise satisfy them, for what they objected to mainly e 
“ godless schools.” I asked him why, if Catholics Uj 
allowed separate schools, the same might not be “ em,*£rj0tis 
by Jews and Freethinkers, to whom Protestant relig.^ # 
exercises were objectionable. His reply was: ‘ I ‘ n, j pe 
Christian country, and Jews and Freethinkers shou ^  
allowed no rights for the propagation of their 0HK*°nS'to b0 
Agnostic is worse than a murderer.” I said : Tnen’ êriiii- 
consistent, you would revive the Inquisition and ex g0 
nate unbelievers 1” “ Oh, no,” he replied, “ I would no 
far as that; a limit must be made somewhere.” I !0]crarl*i 
to myself, the only limit is your weakness. This int nemieS 
spirit would only be satisfied by the death of y°ur e tii»t 
had you the same power as of yore. The only °ba ̂  ̂ flity 
centuries have made in your Church is to lessen you 
for mischief, not your purpose. , . , „  tba*)

After considerable discussion, I told the Archbisn ^ag 
I was glad to hear his opinion of Agnostics, becaVit. peic# 
an official representative of that school of thougn > r0pie3 
President of the Canadian Secular Union. His PurP j  aO0’ 
rustled, the heavy gold chain around his neck g 'e.aI' e*' 
holding up his hand with its great amethyst ring» 
claimed, “  Oh, you dreadful man !” Then, recovering ^  jl0tf 
surprise and horror, he laughed heartily as he real ^  ¡G 
aptly he had spoken. He agreed with me that 
the two logical extremes of religious thought

aurprisu u.uu iiorrur, ne laugneu neariiiy as ‘  ¿¡to^ >•
aptly he had spoken. He agreed with me that we ,uuy 
the two logical extremes of religious thought ’. jgnieU“ 
bo Rome or Reason, authority or private J gee  ̂
Protestantism is an inconsistent compromise. lts |,flttl0,0, 
show that it has no rational basis for unity. " *,ie , jioUg  ̂
the futuro is between the Romish Church and I rC " j  
and he and I represented the opposing principle3- 
had a cordial parting, and he expressed himself a3 bgecii‘a 
with the conversation.—Captain It. C. Adams,*** 
Thought” (Toronto)
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B O O K  CHAT.

In connection with Mr. Foote’s new pamphlet on The Bible 
and Beer, it is interesting to note that Count Leo Tolstoi, 
^ho has strong claims to be considered the most Christian 
Christian, if not the only living Christian extant, in his 
■hour Gospels Harmonised utterly rejects the story of turning 
■water into wine at Cana. He considers it “ most instructive 
as an example of the harm done by accepting the mere 
fetter of the Bible story as inspired revelation. The main 
incident in itself presents nothing extraordinary or instruc
tive, from whatever point of view we choose to consider it. 
If we look on it as a miracle, the miracle is meaningless ; 
to consider it a mere trick were to insult Christ; as a 
picture of daily life the narrative possesses no value.” 
^ow we differ from Count Tolstoi in considering the 
narrative very instructive as to the solar and Bacchic 
elements underlying the Christian myth. If we adopted 
nis principles of interpretation, we should have to strike out 
inuch from the teachings of Jesus, as well as “ the false 
teaching of Paul ” and “ the ravings of the writer of the 
•apocalypse.” We conceive the Count’s method of recon
structing, the Gospels .by picking out what suits himself, as 
nndamentally wrong, unless they are taken as poetic 

/»nances and fiction. They claim to be historical docu- 
fn.entSj and must be judged as such. If they are not 
nistorical, but mythical, the attempt to construct a ration- 
used history from them is vain.

» * *
The works of Edward Carpenter on the marriage and sex 

questions, already noticed in these columns, have been 
¡iA -a • *nto German, and are published by Max Spohr 
D They are Die Geschlectsliebe, Die Homogene Liebe,

(ls Weib, and Die Ehe in der freier Gessllscha/t.
* * *

Monist for October opens with a paper on “ The 
A Truism , of Darwin and the Post-Darwinian Schools.” 
Fv j?re satisfactory article follows, on “ Science and Faith,” 
in ft  Topinard, the French anthropologist, who goes 
^ .thoroughly for evolution. Professor C. Lloyd-Morgan 
IW 6L-on 1 Naturalism,” a reply to Mr. Balfour ; Dr. Woods 
Trof lnson writes of Darwinism as “ The Fifth Gospel” ; 
^ *?.8®or Lombroso treats of “ Criminal Anthropology 
MpTUed to Pedagogy ” ; and G. Ferrero writes on “ Arrested
canv , 10IL” Altogether this number of the Monist is a 

mtal one.
* * *

0t i T. H. Chase, of Cambridge, has put out a small book 
filler16 ^dr°-Batin Texts of the Gospels, in which ho shows 

0 ~ remarkable coincidence of expressions andero 
Pas«; is a
the nRes between the old Syrian and the Latin versions of 
Xnt; °?Pel8- The orthodox assume that the route was from 
°the°C 1 to Home 5 but it is just possible that it was the 
e,w5. Way> and that, as the scat of empire went from Rome 
travel? . 8 to Constantinople, so the Gospels may have 

< ed the same route.
D * * *

aeon,, ^PPleton & Co., New York, give in their list 
Ainf,r- ° f a new book by Dr. Hoffman, of the Bureau 
Hofr,>«an Ethnology, on The Beginnings of Writing.
Gorp an .tracos the steps in the development of writing 
hf>ps T'uinders, tied strings, notched sticks, and wampum 
^Phah f °uSb picture writing to phonetic writing with an 
Cr>Uii)]i l  P e 8bows that the American Indians developed 
^Wicf, Rystoms pictography ; and some peoples of 
jdeog anc? Central America were passing from the use of 
jntf>re .T8 to phonograms. The book is likely to prove an 
latigu- IU"  suPplement to Colonel Mallery’s work on gesture 
of tl1(, ^e’ ,an(l one equally important for the understanding 

volution of mankind in the past.
La

^UUonFvl/j 'MJe au Messie, by Victor du Jireuil, is a work 
kesE co ff -v French Freethought Federation, 7 Rue 
nappy ûtles, Paris._ If a copy is sent for review, we shall be

^ a i U« U8tus Henry Beesly has published a volume of 
^gnost; '̂ n<\ Other Verse (Longmans). One is entitled “ An 

be s Apology.” It ends thus
rn Bo that lot mine

°  know, gave in tho human, no divine ;
0 hopo, but not to pilot lifo by hope, 

a n<* man’s future country past man’s scope,
8 this world’s liege to do to-day’s work well, 
mured by heaven, undriven by dread of hell.

Abe Humanitarian League publications is The 
Lights and Wrongs, by Edith Carington. The 

g0 , writes in a plain, simple style, with good sense 
^ ;A te®bng. As we think quite unnecessarily, she

Légende du Messie, by Victor du Breuil, is a work

1 notice it in these columns.

NR* 7 humanitarian J.eague puoncauous is j ac 
kmf0ress V/Ufhts a7ul Wrongs, by Editli Carington. The 
A  goo) f n ,. ln ft plain, simple style, with good sense 
th.A wit], As we think quite unnecessarily, she

“ jj , , t l0 assumption that dog and man have been 
no same hand.” The natural affinities which she

brings out are equally facts, whatever view we take of their 
origin. Nor does it follow that dogs would be better treated, 
as we join with her in wishing they may be, if credited with 
souls. Belief that their fellow men were endowed with 
souls has not prevented men from torturing others, but 
rather led to additional torture of bodies for the sake of 
saving souls. It is equally true that kindness educes the 
best qualities in a dog or a man, whether we credit them 
with souls or not. Apart from these little differences, the 
publication is in every way a commendable one. It is 
remarkably cheap, for it gives sixty pages with eighteen 
illustrations for twopence. It should have a large circula
tion. * * *

Diderot still excites interest in the world of thought, and 
we notice that the eminent firm of Felix Alcan advertise a 
new work on the life, works, and correspondence of this 
philosopher, written by A. Collignon.

* * *
In Kaffir Stories, an interesting little book, by Charles 

Scully, a good, and it is said true, tale is told of how a little 
chemistry averted war with Soldo, the chief of the Kwesa 
clan of Pondos, who refused to give up a murderer to the 
Government. By the aid of lycopodum powder, a piece of 
potassium, and a few “  serpents’ eggs,” Teddy Morton gave 
the chief such an exhibition of parlor magic as to frighten 
him out of his wits and convince him that the gods were on 
the side of the white man.

China’s Conversion.
There are 1,511 Protestant missionaries laboring in the 

Empire, and, estimating their results from the statistics of 
previous years as published in the Chinese Recorder, we find 
that they gathered last year (1893) into the fold .3,127 
Chinese—not all of whom, it is feared, are genuine Chris
tians—at a cost of £350,000, a sum equal to the combined 
incomes of the ten chief London hospitals.—Dr. G. E. 
Morrison, “  An Australia in China,” p. 5.

Hankow itself swarms with missionaries, “ who are un
happily divided into so many sects that even a foreigner is 
bewildered by their number, let alone the heathen to whom 
they are accredited” (Medhurst). The Chinese “ Rice 
Christians,” those spurious Christians who become converted 
in return for being provided with rice, are just those who 
profit by these differences of opinion, and who, with timely 
lapses from grace, are said to succeed in being converted 
in turn by all the missions, from the Augustins to the 
Quakers.—Ibid, p. 6.

God and the Devil.
In the Christian system the Devil is a personage of the 

greatest importance. God is described as absolutely good, 
wise, and powerful ; and unless he were counterbalanced 
by the Devil, it would be impossible to see where the 
innumerable and measureless evils, which predominate in 
the world, come from, if there were no Devil to account for 
them. And since the Rationalists have done away with the 
Devil, the damage on the other side has gone on growing, 
and is becoming more and more palpable, as might have 
been foreseen, and was foreseen, by the orthodox. The fact 
is, you cannot take away one pillar from a building without 
endangering it.—Schopenhauer.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

“ I suppose you say your prayers, my little man?” “ Yes, 
sir.” “ Does your father say his ?” “ He doesn’t have to ; 
his father’s dead.”

Sunday-school Teacher—“ You knew your lesson perfectly 
this time, Tommy.” Tommy—“ Yes’m. Pa said he’d let 
me go fishing this afternoon if I didn’t miss any of it.”

“ The Lord hath need of him ” is the inscription on a grave
stone in a Surrey churchyard. The passage in St. Mark 
unfortunately refers to the ass used to ride into Jerusalem.

Young Chip—“ It will be eternal morniDg in heaven, won’t 
it, pop?” Old Block—“ The Bible says it will, my son.” 
Young Chip—“ Then what will you do about your afternoon 
snooze ?”

A preacher asked a university don what he thought of his 
sermon. “ I was disgusted. I heard in it what I hopo 
never again to hear in a sermon.” “ Indeed ! why, what was 
that ?” “ 1 heard—the clock strike twice.”

University of Chicago Professor (lecturing): “ Now, 
Arsinius was sent as a legate to Rome. He was an exceed
ingly wicked man, and was later excommunicated. On 
dying, soon after, he went (according to all belief) to hell. 
We shall see more of him hereafter,’ ,



670 THE FREETHINKER. October 20, 1895.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Eotices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach tis by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Foresters’ Hall (Clerkenwell-road, E .O .): 7.30, G. W . Foote, 

“  The Holy Ghost.”
Balls Pond Secular Hall (36 Newington Green-road) : 8.30, 

opening night; chairman, R. Forder.
B attersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

E. Penny, “ The Struggle for Existence.” Tuesday, at 8, dancing.
Camberwell ! Norm Camberwell Hall. 61 New Church-road) : 5.30, 

tea and social. Friday, at 8, free science classes.
Penton Hall (81 Pentonville-road) : 7, Joachim Kaspary, “ Theo

logy.”
West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly): 11.15, 

Dr. Stanton Coit, “  Genius and Morality.”
W est Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 

W. Scott, “ Matthew Arnold as Teacher.”
W ood Green (Masonic Hall, adjoining the Nightingale Hotel, High- 

street): 7.30, Touzeau Parris, “ Some Bible Symbols, their Origin and 
Meaning.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Bible Beauties.” 
Oamberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, a lecture.
Deptford Broadway: 6.30, 0. James, “ What Christianity has 

Done for Man.”  Thursday, at 8, C. James, “  The Service of Man.”  
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ Has 

Man a Soul ?”
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex s ide): 7, Arthur B. Moss will 

lecture.
Hyde Park (near Marble A rch ): 11.30 and 3.30, A. B. Moss will 

lecture.
K ingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 1130, Stanley 

Jones, “  Man, Ancient and Modern.”
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, a lecture.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, W. H. Whitney, 

“ An Hour with Ingersoll 7, “  An Impeachment of Christianity.” 
Bolton (Borough Chambers, Rushton-street): 6.30 J. Shufflebottom, 

“  A Few Suggestions how to Improve the Position of the Bolton Secular 
Society.”

Bradford (Tempennc! Hall, Leeds-road): 3, John M. Robertson, 
“ The Rational Treatment of Criminals” ; Oddfellows’ Hall, at 7, “ The 
Population Question.”

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) : 7, “ The Re-union of 
Christendom, from a Secularistic Standpoint,” by “  Cogito.”

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11, Charles Watts, 
“ The Revolution of Modern Thought 2 30, “ The Bible and Dramatic 
Literature” ; 6.30, “  Christian Evidence: A  Theological Fallacy.” 

Halifax (Mechanics’ H all): Monday, at 7.30, John M. Robertson, 
“ The Future of Liberalism.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone G ate): 6.30, musical and 
lit :rary evening.

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ; 
7, Mr. Hammond, “ Our Earth’s Place in the Universe.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, 
W. Simpson. “ Which W ay?—Voluntary Co-operation v. Compulsory 
Collectivism.”

Newcastle-ON-Tyne (Northumberland Hall. High Friar-street, near 
Grey’s monument): 11, C. iCohen, “ Charles Darwin” ; 3, “ The_Holy 
Bible ” ; 7, “  Scepticism, its Meaning and its Value.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Roekingham-otreetl: 
Ernest Evans, “ Four Scientific Men who have Modified the Thought 

of Europe—Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, and Pasteur” : 7, “ Water, its 
Properties and Uses.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) : 
7, W. Cook, “  A  Chapter from Spencer.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, important business 
meeting.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—October 20, 

Newcaätle-on-Tyne; 23 and 24, Ohester-le-Street; 27, Newcastle-on- 
T y n e; 28 and 29, Stockton-on-Tees; 31, Blackburn. November 1, 
Blackburn; 3, Sheffield; 4, 5, and 6, Barnsley; 10, Foresters’ Hall, 
London; 17 and 24, Bradford. December 1, 6, and 6, Edinburgh; 8, 
Glasgow; 15, Blackburn.

Stanley Jones, 52 Davenant-road, Holloway, London—October 20 
and 27, Kingsland.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—October 20> 
m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

T ouzeau Parris, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W .— 
October 20, Wood Green ; 27, Foresters’ Hall. November 3, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 
Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 

nr lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d .; extraction, 
Is. : painless by gas, 5s.

T | IO FPEETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
L SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

S;yle and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
O istle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
levding Freethinkers.

ADVERTISER, age 38, wants a Situation as Portor or
Watchman. Good references. J. S., 36 Cross-street, West Ham- 

lane, Stratford, E.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture,

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

S ome M ist a k e s  op M oses. 
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth 13.6d.

D epen ce  op F r e e th o u g h t . 
A  Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T h e  G ods. Cd.
R e p l y  to G la d st o n e . With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or  R ea so n  1 A  Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C r im e s  a g a in s t  C r im in a l s . 
3d.

O r a t io n  on  W a l t  W h it m a n .
3d.

O r a t io n  o n  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  L in c o ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D eb t  to  T h om as  

Paine. 2d.
E r n e st  R e n a n  a n d  J esus 

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l ig io n . 2d.
T h e  TnREE P h il a n t h r o p is t s .

2d.
L o v e  t h e  R e d e e m e r . 2d.
I s  S u ic id e  a  S i n ? 2d.
L a s t  W ords  on  S u ic id e . 2d.

G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d. ? 
W h y  a m  I  a n  A gnostic  i 

Part I. 2d. ,
W h y  a m  I  a n  A gnostic  I 

Part II. 2d.
F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Reply t0

Dr. Field. 2d
G od a n d  M a n . Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T h e  D y in g  C r e e d . 2d.
T h e  L im its  op Toleration. 

A  Discussion with the Hon. F. D- 
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford- 
2d.

T h e  H ou seh o ld  op F a it h - 
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
Do I  B l a s p h e m e ? 2d.
T h e  C l e r g y  a n d  C ommon

Sense. 2d.
S o c ial  S a l v a t io n . 2d. 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o r c e . A b

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
S k u l l s . 2d.
T he  G r e a t  M is t a k e , id . 
L iv e  T o pics . Id .
M y t h  a n d  M ir a c l e , id . 
R eal  B l a s p h e m y . Id . 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols , id - 
C h r is t  a n d  M ir a c l e s , id- 
C reeds  & S p ir it u a l it y .

Loudon: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

MASONIC HALL, HIGH STREET, WOOD GREEN, tf*
(Adjoining Nightingale Hotel.)

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY, WOOD GREEN BRANCH.

A COURSE OF LECTURES
Under the auspices of the above, to be delivered on the following 

at 7.30 p.m .:—
Sunday, October 20—Mb . TOUZEAU PARRIS, “ Some Bible Symb°13’ 

their Origin and Meaning.”
Sunday, October 27—bin. It. FORDER, “ Who is the Devil? Wh»1 lJ 

the Devil ? and Where is the Devil ?”

A dmission by T ioket Only. To be obtained of John iVnoh 
Secretary, 71 Gladstone-avenue, Wood Green.

Tickets, 6d. Reserved Seats, Is.

CAMBERWELL BRANCH OF THE N.S.S.,
61 N e w  C h u r c h -r o a d , C a m b e r w e l l , S.E. ^

D R A M A T I C  P E R F O R M A N C E
(in aid of tiie lecture fund)

Will be given in the above hall on Wednesday, Nov. 13, at 8 p ia‘
The program will include Dramatic Readings by ;neiit

Mr. G. W. FOOTE, Mr. CHARLES WATTS, and other Prom*
Members of the Society. y „ 0cei

Tickets, 61. and Is., to bs obtained from Mr. Forder or Miss 
28 Stonecutter-street, E.O., and all Branch Secretaries. ^

Price Twopence, , ,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborougk
O ccasion ed  b y  t h e  S en ten ce  w h ic h  h e  P assed  on

MR. D. I. EATON ,
REASON-As Publisher of

T IIE  TH IRD  P A R T  OP P A IN E ’S " A G E  OF
BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
HOME CONSULTATIONS—io  a.m. to i  p.m., ios. 61.;

6 p.m. to 8p.m., ¿¡s. Patients Visited.
m e d ic a l  e s s a y s . Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles^ on Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
.obacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, Constipa- 

“ °n. Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
J-olds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms, 
Ahe Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
P air and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice 
°r the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 

J-ough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, 
humours, etc.
, MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on No More Death, Management o f  Young Children, Un
inspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
jfundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
^tractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 

aric°se Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Mmter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking 

ercury. f
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

M°ilbainS ^ rdcles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
p . Foo l, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
otLISoniniv Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
L; er Articles. Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
j j  e> Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 

(* ? tter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 
a. Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for 
T* Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
M  Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 

|i^cbe, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting, 

bounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.
Five Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

Jv ^ C IE N IC  M E D ICIN E. For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Qpener to
P LTl alcerS-
S mS P Ma T ISM : ITS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for 7d.

AND DIG ESTION . Post free for 7d.
J-DNSUMPTION: ITS N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d.

these Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.
THREF. PAM PHLETS FOR YOUNG M EN. For Postal Order for is. id. 

LOOK FOR M A R RIE D  W OM EN. For Postal Order for is. ad.
4« communications to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
_4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

Ti*UE M ORALITY, or T H E  T H E O R Y  AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

160
By J. 11. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

Pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 
Price Is., post fret.

•“oat ■ln ordar bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
o»l.ttportant parte of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 

tt dn,„ l'ENNy, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
Tho P°?t free.

i ai*ona  ̂Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’ 
At&jj\~e.t . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
*eolin USlan theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
Italtb®" ■' ' ’ '-̂ be special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
talionu.9lan. cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi
ned f ln,*4a pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
can be°r famiIy imitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
'owe« and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the

Thfi n°3B̂ l° Prices.”
oth6r,  k0uncil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 

I V  Sav® alB0 spoken of it in very high terms.
Other „ j  e suPplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 

rtier* should be sent to the author.

-^ ■ H O L M E S ,  h a n n e y , w a n t a g e , b e r k s .

ty. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Mrs. Besant in Lazo o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr. 

^ d Well“* rrl/e« Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 
’lUantiti Olerkenwell; ‘is. per doz., post free (redaction in larger

es3- For particulars send stamped envelope.
i m p o r t a n t

■“e ''vord usel(;S3 imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
Wauaibla a e a d ?H & Oo. ”  and “  J. W. Rendall ” ’ '-----------1------------3

C A U T I O N
dealers
being speciously and

’ y introduced to deceive the public.
Look for A utograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688. .
Ij{ Ink. on each Box, without which None are Genuine.

tu* ?,Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.,
W ■4-ilbutt>0 n . Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, la. 2d. 

-, s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.
• WENDELL, 15 C hadw ell-st., C lerkenw ell, E.C.

N OW  READY. ORDER A T ONCE.

Price 6d., by post 7|d.,

The Agnostic Animal for 1896.
Balfour’s “ Foundations of Belief” : An Agnostic Rejoinder. By 

S. Laing.
Agnosticism and its Equivalents. By Amos Waters.
The Man, Christ Jesus : The Germ of the Christian Myth. By J. 

Allanson Picton.
Psyche : A Poem. By W. Stewart Ross (Saladin).
Mind as Controlled by Matter. By Constance E. Plumptre.
The Faiths of Our Forefathers. By Charles Watts.
An Agnostic View of Theism and Monism. By R. Bithell, B.Sc., 

Ph.D.
The Old Testament Library. By F. J. Gould.
Immortality. By W. A. Leonard.
The Physiological Bias of * Religious Leaders. By Furneaux 

Jordan, F.R.C.S.
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Now Ready, CHEAP EDITION op

CHARLES BRADLAUGH:
A RECORD OF HIS LIFE AND WORK.

By his Daughter, Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner. With an Account of 
his Parliamentary Struggle, his Politics, and his Teachings, 

by John M. Robertson.
In 2 vols., demy 8vo, cloth, price 7s.

A. & H. Bradlaugh Bonner, 1 and 2 Took’s-eourt, Cursitor-street, E.C.

S02 pp., superior paper, hound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post free,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
[Second Series]

BY
G. W . F O O T E .

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God’s Day 
Professor Stokes on Im

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
BradlauglTs Ghost 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S V elp  me God 
Infidel Homes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
Pious Puerilities 
“ Thus Saith the Lord” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

C o n t e n t s :—
Christianity <fc Slavery 
Christ Up to Date 
Secularism and Chris

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A  Lost Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

An Easter Egg for 
Christians

Down Among the Dead 
Men

Smirching a Hero 
Kit Marlowe and Jesus 

Christ
Jehovah the Ripper 
The Parson’s Living 

Wage
Did Bradlaugh Back

slide ?
Frederic Harrison on 

Atheism 
Save the Bible I 
Forgive and Forget 
The Star of Bethlehem 
The Great Ghost 
Atheism and the French 

Revolution 
Pigottism 
Jesus at the Derby 
Atheist Murderers 
A Religion for Eunuchs 
Rose-Water Religion

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, prico Id., by post ltd .,

DISCREDITABLE TACTICS OF CHRISTIAN 
DISPUTANTS.

B y  C H A R L E S  W A T T S .
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C. 

Price 2d., by post 2id.,

AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE.
BY

DAVID HUME.
With an Historical and Critical Introduction by 

G. W. F o o t e .
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.’
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholosalo, Mr. Fordor.
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N O W  R E A D Y .

! E lE a

BY

G . W . F O O T E .

CONTENTS:—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper

Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker for constant use against the upholders of the absuu 
clairns of the Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains have been spared to make it complete an 
unanswerable.

Price Fourpence.

London: ROBERT BOEDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

C H A R L E S  B R A D L A U G H :
A Record o f  his Life and Work, by his daughter, Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner.

TWENTY-ONE-SIIILLING EDITION. CONTAINING TEN  PORTRAITS.

One copy of the above will be presented to each of the Six Persons (not agents) sending us the largest 
amounts for Lot 11 and Bruno Cloth between October 20 and December 31, 1895, 

if the amounts exceed £5  from each person.

J’«Items S at on Jfipnùl, POSTFm.

TW O  OF THE 
CHEAPEST LINES 

ON EARTH

AGENTS 
WANTED 

in every 
Town in the 

United
Kingdom.

Lot 11
1 Pair All-Wool Blankets 
1 Pair of Sheets 

Quilt
Table-cloth

! 1 Qui 
[  1 Tab

21s. Carriage Paid.

BRUNO Fashionable Material for
Ladies’ Winter Dressy

CLOTH

J, W. GQTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD
Printed and Published by G. W. Footb, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, B. 0.


