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COLLAR THE KIDS.

ÊLIGION is the greediest thing in tho world. There is no Batis£yirig its avarice for privilege, power, or wealth. In 
Ratifying this passion it has committed every crime, and 
Ported to every infamy.

frorld.^ J 'g ion  is also the most hypocritical thing in the 
It always wears a mask.. Its designs are always 

advBre< w*th a pretence of virtuo. It robs man for his 
f0r ?^tage, oppresses him for his benefit, and tortures him 
^ « w e l fa r e .  And whenever it is found out in some 
of gPtlonal wickedness, it acts liko Macbeth to the ghost 
catic. 0^’10 • “ Never shake thy gory locks at m e! Thou

not s a y /d id  it.”
to }jQ °f)?vcry other abstraction, religion must be incarnatad 

GCtive- Principles and politics only exist in human 
tiiei®̂  y l10 incarnation of religion i3 in pi'iests. This is 
de8i ° e,}eric name. They may assume all sorts of special
^ ‘«nations, according to tho system or sect they belong 
bej’ )llt they are all one in essential character ; their object 
4,id? rili° their follow men with the rod of mystery, 

o exploit them materially by spiritual pretences, 
tk, QSo priests, these men of God, these mystery-monger*, 

'v°nder-morchants, these traders in supernatural 
toinn ^icso holy tipsters, these fortune-tellers of kingdom- 
tk ’ lave the impudenco to declare that their business is 
isJ ? 08*1 natural as well as tho most important, lhoy 
nil l 'u t man is a religious animal, though they are 
h a ^ p ie d  in making him so. They affirm that thero 
kg pessary demand for what they supply, though t ic\ 
TkvllWay« occupied in making or retaining customers 
W f  ®*nn°t let us alone for five minutes. They dare not 
lot .> ? free-trade and an open market. They obtain laws 
*4in.e,.r special protection ; they have thousands of shops 

V  Public capital, and thousands of other shops 
*4y from all taxation ; they get into parliament and
fUd evyers; thoV nobble tho hospitals, the workhouses, 

j- Ul tho lunatic asylums; thoy station one of their 
*n every regiment and in every ship of tho lino , 

îd ^ m°st command the universities, r " rl have also 
bands upon tho public schools.A jilt U1 Ik OUlUUlo.

U ra T GS. lb;d  religion is not entirely mi 
5j'ke *f not altogether, artificial. Roli. “Ke tv: 1 ‘mi, a o

no.

itural. It is 
eligion, indeed, 

The doctor’s bottles were at once
«Ht ̂ « n g  mystery and the se?rot the place of
(tea: • fbat is changing. Ilygicno ■ ; natural powers,
'’bte-m'6' ^  e give fair-play to nu  ^  jn the midst 
of v °f dosing him with question» > morality and

conditions. And if wo only g] «  “ °n0 / all f0r 
iPMt,°n, 8en8e an honest chance, thcie

Ty. 'a nostrums. , „ s\atc of things
%  e ^Lurches do not admit that sue ■■. j—  ,inj  this

fexist» but they feel it »s nljl ]  and if possible 
^nfirt̂ s f°r their desperate efforts to (q]qdrcn. Unless 

c ’'their hold upon tho education . qj t\lC young,
IW  k ' nstil their doctrines into the js doomed.

perfectly well that their bus ■ R i m i n g  
S ^ u c a t i o n  decides the religion of «i■ thoy iVro

°! People on this planet. ^  Christians, or 
dews, Buddhists, Br‘J ®  acCident of their 

S h  depends upon tho geographical nnd women, 
► ..fcaining. Wo arc all natun . manufactured 

K f S W u i w c  arc all (or nearly all) n.a
U\.

W o must expect tho Churches to fight for their hold on 
our national education. They are impelled to do so by the 
instinct of self-preservation. Yet it is easy to show that 
their action is quite at variance with their doctrines. 
Who pretends, for instance, that the deity of Jesus Christ, 
or his miraculous birth of a Virgin Mother, is defensible on 
grounds of- reason ? What argument could ever prove an 
obvious man to be a disguised god 1 What discussion, 
what multiplicity of statement, could ever prove that a 
child, who had a mother, had no father 1 Such propositions 
can only be accepted on grounds of faith, by which we 
believe for reasons which are not reasonable. And 
how does faith act ? Solely under the grace and influence 
of God. If he does not move us to believe, we cannot 
believe. But the Churches will not leave the children in 
God’s hands. They preach faith, but in practice they rely 
upon authority. It is as clear as daylight that church pews 
are filled from school benches. The child is father of tho 
man; if they capture tho child they have the man for 
certain. Consequently their motto, in a possibly rude but 
certainly forcible alliteration, is “ Collar the Kids.”

Happily the Churches are divided, and herein lies tho 
best hope of Freethought. Mr. Price Hughes admits that 
“  the great majority of the English people are utterly sick 
of tho ecclesiastical strife which accompanies every School 
Board election.” Ho therefore proposes that Church and 
Dissent should arrange a compromise. Let all the voluntary 
schools— which are only voluntary in name— be handed 
over to a universal School Board system ; let the Apostles’ 
Creed bo taught as well as the B ible; and let all Christian 
denominations unite in staving off—if possible for ever—  
that accursed Secular Education which would mako 
children too sensible to be religious, and thus overwhelm 
all Churches in a common destruction.

Mr. Hughes launched this beautiful proposal at Grindel- 
wald, at a serene distance from “ the passing squabbles and 
partisan difficulties of the hour.” IIow delightful! But 
alas ! proposals have to be carried out in the midst of thoso 
squabbles and difficulties. A  Frenchman may admit a 
German to bo a good fellow at a distance; but not if he 
meets him with a rifle in his hands. Christian harmony, 
too, scorns possiblo at a Grindelwald picnic; but it looks 
very different at home, where Church meets Church, and 
comes tho tug of war. Mr. Hughes’s proposal has elicited 
no sympathy. Everybody is against it. Nonconformists 
declaro they will never, never, never admit the Apostles’ 
Creed in the schools; while the Church of England party 
smilo at tho idea of giving up their schools, and inquire 
whether Mr. Hughes perceives any green in their optics. 
Cardinal Vaughan is so far from being ready to give 
up tho Catholic schools that he actually proposes, in a 
letter to tho Times, that they should be supported to the 
same extent as tho Board schools, only out of imperial 
taxation; a proposal to which Mr. Hughes is warmly 
opposed, and which ho promises to resist to tho bitter 
end.

What a happy family they are, and how pleasant it is 
for Freethinkers to note that their unanimity is so 
wonderful! Wo hope this sort of Christian unity null 
continue and increase. The more certain people quarrel 
tho moro certain other poople come by their own. In the 
end tho children will escape from the clutches of the 
priests. Tho very “  squabbles ” of the Churches are 
hastening the triumph of Secular Education. “ To this 
complexion they must come at last.”
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A  word in conclusion about the Bible, which stays in 
•the schools until it is kicked out. Mr. Hughes wants it 
“ reverently used as the Word of G od ”— Jonah and the 
whale, and Lot and his daughters, and all. He does not 
want it explained away by Rationalists, nor used as a text
book of ethics while its supernatural sanctions are ignored 
or denied, nor “  regarded simply as a literary classic, 
and degraded to the level of Shakespeare.” Fancy 
degrading tho Bible to the level of Shakespeare! It 
would be as easy to degrade Mr. Hughes to the level of
Shcllc>T' G. W. FOOTE.

THE DECLINE OF FAITH.

M r. Frederic H arrison thinks that we are passing 
through a period of reaction—intellectual, social, and 
religious, as well as political. If so, I should say it is but 
as tho momentary withdrawal of waves, which apparently 
are running out even during an incoming tide. It is not 
by any glance at the publications of a single year, or the 
results of any Parliamentary election, that such a question 
can bo determined, but by an extended survey of what 
has been in the past as well as of what is now.

The historical student, however much of a progressive 
he may be, will regard with little apprehension tho alleged 
signs of reaction. Those with privileges to protect and 
power to lose are always more vigorous and coherent as 
danger approaches. Those who expect that a long-estab
lished and wealthy corporation like the Church is going to 
succumb, or allow any of its branches to be cut off, without 
a struggle, are doubtless living as much in a fool’s paradise 
as those who think that, because a Conservative Govern
ment is in office, therefore Church Disestablishment is 
adjourned to tho Greek Kalends. No one, it has been 
said, witnesses the death of a religion. It is a long 
drawn-out process of transformation under the pressure of 
new ideas. Yet no one who looks around can fail to see 
that such a process is continually going on to-day. Tho 
old religious ideas, as formulated in creeds, no longer 
occupy the place they held in the past. They arc much 
less alluded to, and always with modifications and new 
interpretations.

A certain Nonconformist minister, who puts himself very 
much in evidence, recently proposed to unite Christians— 
at any rate, enough to continue combined control over 
infantile minds— on tho basis of the Apostles’ Creed. But 
thero is hardly a minister of any education, either among 
Nonconformists or Anglicans, who fails to see that such a 
comjjromise would be disastrous. The Apostles’ Creed i3 
too palpable a forgery, and its doctrines of the virgin birth 
and the descent into hell too evidently mythical, for it ever 
to be made tho basis of a new Christian defence. The 
men of God know that their interests rather lie in in
definiteness than in any creed, however simple and however 
generally professed it may be.

If astrology were as heavily endowed as is tho teaching 
of Christianity, if its root ideas were inculcated in infancy, 
if all that ran counter to it were discountenanced by law, 
and all opposition tabooed as unsettling the very foundations 
of society, it would doubtless command a large number of 
satisfied believers. But a slight acquaintance with history 
suffices to show that the influence of interested professors 
is not what it was. There is more free inquiry, and less 
readiness to accept on authority, than ever before. More
over, the clergy are steadily declining in public esteem. 
There are now so many more honorable and lucrative 
professions that only the old-fashioned, or those with 
command of livings, ever think of putting.their sons to the 
black business, which was once so highly reverenced, but 
which now endangers its occupants being suspected of 
being either dull or dishonest. The Church only gets the 
inferior brains, and its system of training them is not 
calculated to develop ability— at least, as compared with 
the other professions.

The Rev. II. R. Ilaweis, in tho current number of the
Contemporary Itevicw, bewails the social and intellectual 
decline of the Episcopal clergy. Ho says : “ The inaudible 
mumblcr, the sporting ‘ D odo’ curate, the lifeless drone, 
the weakling parasites who take orders, some for social 
position, others to fill family livings, and many because

they could not get sixpence a day in any other profess'0^  
these, of course, must be put aside as malignant, n 
incurable, sores ; no doubt they all help greatly to re 
the tone of the Established Church, but they are n° ^  
social evils. The real crux is rather to be found in ttit 
of thing the clergy are trained or even expected to Pre" 
and the sort of thing the people decline any !lon|’Cgree]i.
listen to.” Mr. Haweis certainly is not dull, but s 
ing to lead the clergy to preach Broad Church doc i „ j 
while they subscribe to creeds drawn up totallying to lead the clergy to preach Broad Church

in
different spirit, is certainly of questionable honesty-

need not go back to the historic evidences o ,One

or
the

ages of faith, when demons, angels, spirits, witches, 
ghosts were as common as blackberries; one has on ) 
read the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Engl»11 > 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, and compare ^ 
doctrines there taught with those actually preache  ̂
the churches, to see that “ the world do move, .fln 
supernaturalism is slowly evaporating, and that re e ^  
is gradually being superseded by ethics. No doup 
progress is slow, and its main hindrances are the exis j 
of a class interested in the maintenance and propagation ^  
supernaturalism, and the inheritance of wealthy eh 
ments upon which they are sustained. But a class v ■ 
is intellectually dull or morally blunt cannot pernaanen 
retain ascendancy over an educated people. Their 
struggles and quarrels to keep their ground by imPCb ^  
on the susceptible minds of the children will in time 
thwarted by the efforts of independent parents counteracts 
their baneful teachings. Logic works slowly, but m 
work. Teach children to think for themselves, an 
exercise their reason upon all they are taught, anĈ ê;r 
dogmas intended to stultify their intellects will lose 
power. Until the power of the clericals is broke ^  
behoves all Freethinkers to nullify their influence as D 
possible. J. M. WHEEL®*

THE NATURE AND ORIGIN OF MIND.

There is no question in reference to which gre J 
differences of opinion exist between Freethinker» -n 
Christians than upon the subject of the nature and 
of the human mind. Orthodox believers regard the ^  
as a special entity in man, which uses the brain • . 0. 
instrument for obtaining and imparting know y  
Freethinkers, on the other hand, accept the word “ ® 
simply as indicating tho intellectual part of our P “0,ycf 
organisation, and they consider that its nature and P ^
of manifestation depend upon the condition v* 
organisation. In my examination of these two °PP ¡,̂ 1 
views of mind I shall purposely avoid all metapb) 8 
conundrums, and confine myself to my own obser'* 
and deductions therefrom. . py

Tho definitions of mind that have been £lV®I*jent 
prominent writers do not, as a rule, assist the s . 1
much in the study of this question. Bain, in his

that the only account of mind strictScience, tells us 
admissible in a scientific sense, “  which must stan 
definition,” is that which specifies the properties , 0 j|ect 
functions as “  feeling, will or volition, thought or 1,1...  ¡isobjective

Hume."'Titel
o‘

through which all our experience, as well 
subjective, is built up.” In a similar way, — 
that mind is “  nothing but a heap or c0^ec,l'1jj0n3' 
different perceptions united together by certain ref'1 ^¡p, 
Hamilton says it is “  that which thinks, jivei'1'8 
desires,” etc. Many writers allege that the intej *eg ju

wellmanifested by man is different in kind, as ■■
of intent-

Cd'
. An»0*Spiritual power .̂¡y

but be ~  
al UcU!a

degree, from that of all other manifestations 
But very aptly Darwin remarks 
be compared or classed by the naturalist; 
endeavor to show, as I have done, that the mental 
of man and the lower animals do not differ in kind, a rtlie/' 
immensely in degree ” (Descent of Man, p. 1-U)- iC0 i'1 
as this eminent naturalist observes, “ a differ, -j»» 

at, does not justify us in 
)tn, asi will perhaps be best m ^g]y, 3 

by comparing the mental powers of two insects 
coccus, or scale-insect, and an ant, which unl 0 
belong to the same class. The difference is hoiCi? t^ 
than, though of a somewhat different kind ir°A , 
between man and the highest mammal. . •

degree, however 
in a distinct

great, 
kingdom,

d

Ou

l
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a • the difference in mental power between an ant and 
plac'CCUS lmmensc > yet no one has ever dreamed of 
t;' lr!§ these insects in distinct classes, much less in distinct
H dom s” (ibid).
t0‘ ^physicians have claimed that man, besides being able 
qu P.eFceive sensible objects, can also perceive abstract 
aer Itles of them; and that sensation is not like a physical 
st ,.0Ui3 movement: thought and sentiment cannot be 
t0 leĉ  by the senses. Now, such language as this appears 
f[lr 1T1C to be misleading, and destitute of any practical 

-■rung. How could a man have what he calls meta- 
ysical notions except through his senses 1 Before he 

p6]]eaccept the so-called Intuitive Philosophy he is com- 
to use his senses in studying its character. The 

circle or a triangle is derived through the 
sight or touch. All ideal conceptions are the

Palled
J e p d o n  of a 
hettse of
hô ° f  an appeal to our senses. I cannot understand
that ? an can have an endowment entirely different from 

j3°. those animals with which it is admitted, anatomically,
that" ‘u.evory particular identical. 
c0llri mind and brain are either
1 ected, and that the quantity and complexity of theb:fiUn are
N fest, 

t* 0 
te.

It is not even disputed 
directly or indirectly

and that the
in some way concerned in the degree of mind 

t)e t'‘ ‘ °sted. But can anyone reasonably suppose these to 
... ,° separate substances, having the power to act and to 

c0' on each other, and yet to possess no properties in 
S„(j . 0n 1 Wherever we discover mental phenomena, we 
lb s ass°ciated with functional activity of bodily organs. 
the it? t^a(i man ^as two substances, the one spiritual and
cl4 ; tIler material, is only an assertion; and before such a 
eviri Can Sa’n my assent each must be defined, and equal 
for nce

It
, must be adduced for the existence of the one as 

,tbe other.
'vould be interesting to learn what mental qualities

found in some degree in 
bini savage, or in the highest type of animal below
lbi i ---- are not to be. lo

rTl ” v/\ AXA V Tv ~~AV' "
J-ne question is not how much better man can think

i n t e r n  than an orang, any more than it is how superior 
an j d u a lly  a philosopher is to a ploughman, or a sane to 
ive ,lrie person. The real point to be considered is : Have 
locut °,ro evidence to believe that the thinking principle is 
spiej.  ̂ ln brain matter than that it is the result of somo 
tha«- Ua enfcity> which exists apart from the brain, but 
bet, e,mPloys it as a medium for its manifestation ? It is a 

' '  emonstratcd beyond all reasonable doubt, that the 
varies in different races of mankind in quantity, 

lty, and symmetry, to a greater extent than
*0» een the lowest
ifojj^.type of the ape varies as much in 
M e w  ^ hest as these do from man.

Ce in support of these statements. 
rcvC:i]nS °f the brain of an orang and of 
btiCnv s an identity as closely resembling each other as the one 
bocjW exist between the anatomical structures of their 
Ĥ(J ’ Hut while the human brain differs enormouslvin size 

y, man has no rational thought if his brain be 
a certain point. Many creatures with less brain

They

and the highest ape ; and the 
brain formation 
There is ample 
For instance, a 

that of

iJchiu-.’^an possess manifest great intelligence.
°f pllr lr>dications of having the power of designing and 
S r 0£ >  which arc the very features that are claimed 
V w.Ve the superior qualifications of tho human species. 
¡W tL*’ ln his Descent of Man, already referred to, mentions 
I hey i(° ants do most of the things that are done by man. 
W ,t. , certainly communicate information to each other ; 
I'liey  ̂Unite for the same work, or for games of play, 
^rp^^ognise their fellow-ants after months of absence, 

el sympathy for each other. They build greati —r— o —  —..............
’'H ’ K°ep them clean, close the doors in the evening,
Nje»0'?*' sentries. They make roads as well as tunnels 
^geq^vers, and temporary bridges over them by clingin

ok- They collect food for the community, and when 
l ^ s ^ V 00 ârSe I°r entrance is brought to the nest they 
V * ?  bhe door, and afterwards build it up again ” (p. 147). 
I^^Qr i ■ 0 1̂ ^ ^  out that their cerebral ganglia are of 
J?etlCs (''nary size compared with the less intelligent 
j t ’j ^ d  yet they arc “  not so large as the quarter of a 
80h2 l(h Under this point of view, tho brain of an ant 
o harA. most marvellous atoms of matter in tho world,

’ (p. 54). Huxley%  more so than the brain of a man
>  tha- wp “  no impartial judge can doubt that tho roots, 

S t , ,  r°> of those great faculties which confer on man his
.'a!.,lra^ e superiority above all other animate things 

v6n !jl^ e I;ir down into the animal world.”
mose who hold the “ spiritual” origin and nature

of mind recognise that activity is one of its most important 
elements. How, then, can they conceive a time when it 
began to act, or when nothing existed upon which it could 
act 1 The eternal existence of both matter and “  spirit ” is 
therefore essential to make their idea at all intelligible. 
Universal matter must stand in a similar relation to an 
eternal mind that operates through it as brain does to the 
supposed soul. In fact, we can get no conception of 
“ spirit” apart from matter, although the immaterialist 
would have us believe that the one preceded the other. 
Of course, every mind that is allied with a body manifests 
life and feeling; but these manifestations of themselves do 
not constitute what I regard as mind. Mind, to me, 
implies a succession of states of consciousness that have a 
beginning and an end. As we know it, the mind is the 
subject of growth, as is clearly perceptible in its develop
ment in a child. Associated with the senses is the power 
of thought, and all discrimination, comparison, judgment, 
however inefficiently performed, I consider to be absolutely 
impossible in the absence of the senses. Moreover, accord
ing to general experience, whatever tends to impair these 
senses always injures proportionately the power of 
thought.

The distinguishing feature of living matter, called proto
plasm, is that it has capacity for organisation; but why 
this is so is at present unknown to us. Now I am not 
aware of any reason for denying to the organised form of 
protoplasm, called brain, the capacity to think, although 
we may not be in a position to prove how the process is 
carried on. Where is the necessity to go outside nature 
for an explanation of the one more than for the other 1 It 
is equally as self-evident, to my mind, that some organised 
matter thinks as that some formless, structureless matter 
becomes organised. To me there appears no doubt as to 
either; and to take the opposite view, that of an alleged 
“  spiritual ” nature of mind, is to encounter difficulties 
which seem to tho unprejudiced investigator insurmount
able. For instance, what is the so-called “ spiritual” ? 
What are its properties, and how is it to be differentiated 
from the material ? Has it ever been known to act apart 
from matter 1 If so, when and where ? If mind be an 
entity not depending for its operations upon matter, why 
does it not manifest itself apart from the organised body ? 
If, on the other hand, it depends upon the human organisa
tion for its working power, it cannot bo an independent 
entity.

After much careful thought, the conclusion at which I 
arrive as to the nature of mind is, that it is not an 
existence per se, but a descriptive term relating to the 
intellectual part of animal organisation; that its potency 
is regulated according to the position in which it is found 
in living organisation, and the quantity and quality of the 
brain; and, finally, that, when such organisation ceases to 
exist, the mind (not its influence) ceases also. If we are 
desirous of accepting the theory upon this subject about 
which there appears to be the least difficulty, it will be, in 
my opinion, that of the Monist. This theory recognises 
both mental and material phenomena as realities, but not 
as independent of each other. Mind thus becomes a 
property of organised forms, the same as life is. We also 
obtain a conception of that which lives and that which 
thinks in one and the same being—Man.

Charles W atts.
( To be concluded.)

The G ood Old Tim es.
In the History o f England during the Reign o f George the 

Third, by J. G. Phillimore, he cites the following (p. 261) in 
illustration of the low state of morals of the period : “ The 
Rev. Mr. Patten was, during many years, curate of Whit- 
stable, at a very small stipend, and used every Sunday to 
travel in a butcher’s cart, to do duty at another church. 
Whitstable, lying close to the sea, is very aguish, so that, 
had he been dismissed, it would have been very difficult for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, to whom the living belonged, 
to have provided another curate at the same low rate. This 
he knew well, and, presuming upon it, was a great plague to 
every new primate. He kept a mistress publicly, and had 
that esteem for punch that, when his sermons were too long, 
someone, showing him a lemon, might at any time cause him 
to bring his discourse to an abrupt conclusion, that he might 
be at liberty to adjourn to the public-house.”
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T H U G S .

W orship of, or belief in, the supernatural often leads 
people to strange actions. Sometimes the religious spirit 
is manifested by complete abnegation of self, and a pious 
resignation to what is termed fate ; at others faith in the 
unseen bursts forth in fierce fanaticism and perpetual 
frenzy ; while frequently the measure of a person’s piety is 
determined by the degree of his insanity. In the history 
of all religions there can be found recorded slaughters and 
assassinations authorised in the interests of deities or 
creeds. The shedding of blood, according to the Christian 
gospels, was necessary for the forgiveness of sins and the 
propitiation of God, and one of the greatest disadvantages 
that has accrued from this idea has evolved in the belief 
of many Christian propagandists— as evidenced by their 
deeds—that the continued shedding of human blood is 
necessary for the appeasement of the Almighty. A  similar 
doctrine is present in religions other than the Christian, 
one of the most notable instances being in that of the 
Indian Thugs. About sixty years ago the Edinburgh 
Review contained an account of the peculiar religious 
observances of this society, taken from official documents, 
the publishing of which details caused considerable sur
prise and sensation, and led to the adoption of measures 
for the suppression of what these people considered their 
religious duties. Indian Thugs were nothing less than a 
band of robbers and murderers, whose ramifications existed 
throughout the whole country by means of a secret 
association. Murders were committed not solely for the 
desire of plunder—though this unquestionably influenced 
their actions to a degree— but from a sense of religious 
obligation. The Thugs believed in the existence of a god, 
practically an evil spirit— as is the Christian deity at 
bottom, if the contents of tho Old Testament and the 
doctrine of salvation are to be credited— who, they 
conceived, could only be propitiated by blood, or, rather, 
the sacrifice of human life, as the Thugs were careful to 
avoid the actual shedding of blood, which was contrary to 
their creed. He who had committed the greatest number 
of murders was the most respected, being even reverenced 
and exalted to a position similar to that of a priest. In 
perpetrating these crimes they were diligent to avoid being 
betrayed into anything like remorse or pity, as this would 
lose them caste.

When they were young these Thugs served an apprentice
ship to assassination. Almost as soon as they were able to 
wield their limbs with vigor they were inured to the sight 
of death, so that all sensation of fright or fear should be 
removed from their minds, and taught how to use the 
implements of murder. Having been given the best 
education possible in accordance with the means of their 
parents, the children were turned out into the world to 
plunder and assassinate for god and themselves. Tho 
way in which these superstitious criminals allured and 
dispatched their victims was very cunning and peculiar. 
They wandered over the country in parties numbering 
from ten to thirty in all sorts of disguises, and whenever 
they chanced to overtake or to meet a party of travellers, 
whom they considered they could overpower, they fell in 
with them as friends, sought their confidences, relieved 
their labors, and at the first suitable spot prevailed upon 
them to rest and partake of their hospitality. A  meal was 
ihen prepared, and a time spent in conviviality. When 
the travellers were afterwards reposing from the fatigues 
of the day they were set upon and strangled one by one ; 
graves were dug to receive their bodies with a “  consecrated 
spade,” and tho marauders then proceeded to search for 
other game. By such means as these thirty or more people 
have been known to have been killed at one tim e; and the 
most remarkable feature of these occurrences was that the 
marauders were very seldom discovered by the authorities, 
so dexterous were they in tho performance of their holy 
duties. The proceedings of the association were ultimately 
checked by the determined action of Lord William 
Bentinck, who had a few dozen of the assassinators 
hanged, by way of an example to tho rest.

Those who prate of tho utility of belief in deity can, in 
this instance of savage murderers being prompted by 
religious motives, perceive something which ill fits in with 
their theory. It only requires contemplation, together 
with those incidents in the history of the Christian Church 
relating to massacres of heretics for the glory of God, to

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------  • jy
convince the sturdiest adherent of “  safe-side ” inorV n 
that belief in the supernatural has more often , 
otherwise exercised a baneful influence over the hv®9 , y 
actions of men. “ What won’t a man do for bis«  «
Ay, and what crimes won’t a man use his God to she

THE CONSPICUOUS ABSENCE OF GOD.

o’erThe S.S. “ Iona,” bound for London, moving steadily ^ 
the dark and sombre sea, an hour after midnight^  ̂
September 16, was about to become the theatre ^ 
catastrophe, a tragedy, and a deed of heroism- 
navigators at their several posts saw naught of da 
The migh y  engines, obedient to human genius, r0 
and oscillated with a certain soothing periodicity . . 
had doubtless helped to lull to sleep tho unsU.®P.ê lpe3 
passengers. All seemed w ell; but a sudden pern 
like a fiend upon the unwarned ship, and, fiend-like: 
the weakest for its victims— the sleeping women. ^  
the first to awake was Edith Ledenham, the ste'v?.„njii2 
who was seen hurrying round the sleeping-berths, awa ' ^  
the sleepers. Afterwards she went on deck and ga'  1(! 
alarm. Finally, she rushed through the flames “ to t ^  
a little girl who had been placed in her charge an joSt, 
ship’s officer, who related the ghastly search for tne ^  
said : “  The last we found was the stewardess. I3” 
clasping the hand of the dead child.”

Where was “ Almighty G od ” during

cbos® 
One of

these pvenb’ 
0 US®

Where was the “  Creator of Heaven and Earth,’ "  })° !” etc-.
loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, ^  
Where was this Almighty God whose power is over » .=- C-w Our „= livingworks, and tho dinning of whose name into 
provides thousands of clergymen with sleek, cosy - c5i 
whilo millions groan and perish from agencies of fils 
and destruction not yet under human control 1 "  .
“  Almighty God ” when tho screams of the ffI» u(,]) ¡|S 
women rang across the heedless ocean, without so n 
an echo in response 1 , y tkj

Picture that little girl roused from her sleep  ̂ -HP 
deadly cracklo of the blazing cabin; imagine the _r jsCd 
cheeks, the trembling, noiseless lips, the little arms up ^¡Y 
with a child’s instinctive gesture for help, and the ^¡¡e

“  Almighty God ” surveying 
almighty arm

of the eye of 
unmoved ; the 
imperturbed !

But what God Almighty could not 
was dared and done by tho young 
helpless child was not to look for succor

inert ; the along11 y

would pot do
or won*“  l'ho
stewardess- jn-

in
Edith Ledenham was safe outside tho burning

quite ’ fl,her>
cabmrose■uulou -noumHuna ,, w<viv/

í k s 1' ° Ä l 0fTth,e 1!ttl° c f  in side, arid flew°to t b f  f
Alas : Edith Ledenham was not “  almighty.” hb1uw j (\VQ

have stopped that ^

sti*5
befo?rtli a. b j nr

been so, she would of course
a life had been lost. She was only a poor "T“ , eat 
and by the time she reached her little charge the 
smoke had overcomo them both, and tho charrei jei1 
of the heroine were found “  clasping the hand ot 
child.” , th6 Af*!

Edith Ledenham is dead, but the Pope and ^  H 
bishop of Canterbury still live, and all tho 1

doctrines and dogmas win-,’continue to preach
lurid light of the “ Iona” fire, are as wicked and d ^ii 
- - -  - ....- - - - -  ---» These p r i f fas they are absurd and contemptible, 
say— they could not help themselves—that, m „  ̂
Ledenham had been “ born again,” “  w a s h e d  m  ^  s°l.
of Christ crucified,” and other allegorical f° °^ ^ ’’ jS
is consigned to the bottomless pit, in the fire -  t0 . - --  - - - - - ’ ■ choose

the comP'

giii
quenched. If this be so, who would not cb°°s
beside her rather than spend
the almighty fiend, who will

eternity 
use his

in
infinite

punish a lack of deference to himself, but will not US®

protect an innocent child in danger 1
ifC

V f Vot Li'And what have you gentlemen of theology 1 ftJ1 of rflls 
Mr. Gladstone we are often referred as to a 1 a 
motive and intellectual perspicacity, who Is of
believer. Probably ho would meet tho T 
circumlocutionary phrases about tho *—r , f „
- - - •- Price Hughes! what ^the holy mystery,” etc.

u ntnw1 11 »

say 1 “  It is all for somo good purpose, and God
a mysterious way his wonders to- 

Thcre aro times whenFaugh we can laugh at



THE FREETHINKER. 629

i
i
j

i
)
1
\
e
,f

Í
fi
ie
,e

13

j!
50
!

j3
r3
rj,
S3
Ü3
;<1
•P

A

¿i*

i »

A,
>«
¿A
A
Â

Í"
/ .
r"

A
J
[>»

tin8

¿ S *  and fatuity ; but beside tho biers of the “  Iona ” 
^  We can 0ldy « inS suc^ f°Hy back into the stupid 
the utter it, and, drying our tears, invigorated by
our examPle of Edith Ledenham’s noble chivalry, renew 

^ault upon the senseless superstition that makes 
arir] |*‘e-headod mountebanks of men, and throws a chilling 
fesist enumb>ing apathy over the grand human instinct of 

atlce to cruelty and wrong. C. D eane.

^ o ber G 1895.

see the GREAT MEN WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST !

¡ > * 0  man 'tent
Itoat
Do not much overdone with faith, said to me,
reut a fortnight ago : “  What puzzles me is that so many 

lbit n ° n believe in Christianity.” He was not satisfied 
«0̂  , . y  "'ere right; but their faith seemed to throw 
get discredit upon his own unbelief ; or, at least, he could 

i m p o r t  for his unbelief from their faith.
f^sed 
Sis.

I represent his position correctly, but shall be 
to rectify any mistake, should this fall into his

il\Va Myself this argument— if I must so call it— has 
Uy r"?. appeared extremely weak and pointless ; even in 
*0rJtl "§l0us days I never used it much, if at all, for I very 

t̂i|jCrCe've(l ' ts weakness.
•tent .’ Ibe weakness of even an old and ridiculous argu- 
r% na)S .Worthy of new exposure, so long as it deceives any 
Vdg ^ n9• I think that is the point which should 
^clc Waether we, as Freethinkers, ought or ought not to 
teal],, i3,11 error or an argument. An argument which 
Mtp ■ as ceased to deceive may well enough be treated 
Hi ^bifference; but the very weakest that could be 
bjtu °Md be an object of attack, so long as it has power 
» f i j nse "P °n sensible people. An argument is nothing 
H ie f^ n ce  except in its efl'ects. It is its practical part 
Hiw .“ Ould decide us to attack its theoretical, and toV*M W  UVVUVU XI>U VU W l VU1V

" ’batsoever is calculated to mislead, 
on’] ' )vere true; as f® not> that Christianity was 

l:'v0rt!] “V, religion which learned, great, and able men 
'̂ Press’ * cordess there would be much in that fact to 
H e e l? 6’ if ifc did n(>t convince. I should feel bound, 
N i t j 111 §  acquainted with that fact, to re-examine my

n,

Ch,bSti;

If'?-

and to sift what are called the evidences of 
again, with all tho thoroughness I could

the Christians the best and most enlightened 
u^ef nd that the more enlightened they were the 
if 1 1 5 , °’ r faith in Christianity ; and if I found Jews, 

Hindus, Buddhists, and all other "
' ' aM ¿ ris^ans ignorant, unreasonable,

Pagans 
intellectually

'°re teore full of faith in their creeds as they were the
yfftorant-. T ______ u ___ : _________ __
]0̂  must be in Christianity something better and

C 0rant, f confess this would create in me a suspicion
logic ~
‘y of

*̂ ler> I found the Romish Church destitute

‘Jjere
ofCâ  tllan otdler creeds could claim, and something 

- r fuN>,rny re®Pectful re-examination. 
pi1l'aHcv Cr’ i  f°und the Romish Church destitute of all 
■lir hes and iutellectual greatness, while the Protestant 
l^lcl fe c,0rnpletely eclipsed it in this respect, I confess I 
C^tant’ Possible that Christianity, as embodied in 

1Srn> must be the most logical religion to beIf
V  hirM,
ti;, l?ty investigation showed me 

r.'bes were offered in favoi
that in the Christian 

ivor of the popular creed,

%
t X a f 0"  emPloyed to defend it ; that every man 
^  ' V̂as perfectly free to think and say what toJ. A t /V l /I j c  H  C D  l,V / K U l i m  CVXXVA u m  ;  «! —

H] .lo SoS?enied best about any and every religion, and 
VjJ'ef 0 ^  of persecution or disability ever followed 

open declaration of unbelief, I should be 
¡n ](° adn}it that this religion, so just, so fair, so 

. ie v’ of ¿ fP in t ,  must have some truth in it, and bo 
H<] is a i and complete re-investigation, 
h'df a'ags jVlCw of a case which might have been possible, 
%J'ere ''general been very different from what they 
i (l\°»dJ, no et< Us’ therefore, turn to the actual state of 
—l i 11 ant-'V and r̂om time immemorial.

Judea, as amongst modern Jews, the most 
■ et^tbQjt 1 sons, the most respectable people, were and 
ĥ lli to You do not find, and you do not
h aoH ’ *hat the Jews who become tho most

Hitv great leave their old creed and embrace 
 ̂ presume that evon tho most presumptuousPri * « u m »  inau evun eue uiuon

est will not venture to say that tho Jews

cannot equal the Christians in intellectual power. If only 
the ignorant remained Jews and the intellectual gravitated 
to the Christian Churches, I think the Christians would not 
hide the fact from any false notions of modesty.

Probably no Christian would argue that, inasmuch as 
the greatest of Jews remained Jews and behaved as 
orthodox Jews are required to behave, therefore all of us 
should turn Jews.

(2) The ancient Greeks could boast of intellectual giants 
who probably have never been surpassed in genius and 
mental power. They were our teachers. Where is the 
man to-day who, with no more advantages than they had, 
could have taught better than they taught 1 How many 
of to-day will be heard of two thousand years after their 
death, as scores are in the history of ancient Greece 1

And yet there was not so much as one Jew or one 
Christian amongst those ancient Greeks! And the Greeks 
never became Christian until conquest and worldly self- 
interest and a broken spirit (in the un-Christian sense) 
made them so.

Must I adopt the Grecian mythology because Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle, Peisistratus, Aristophanes, Demosthenes, 
Hipparchus, Euclid, and many other intellectual giants, 
belonged to that old Pagan Church, as I may call it 1 
The Christian will say “ No !” and so do I.

I am not a Socrates, not a Plato, not a Sophocles, not a 
Euclid; but, however inferior in intellect, I know many 
things which were impossible for them to know ; and I 
know the absurdities of their mythology, although they do 
not seem to have perceived anything wrong about it.

Similar remarks will apply to Assyria, Babylonia, Egypt, 
India, China, to ancient Rome, and to the nations where 
Mohammedanism has prevailed. Go where you may, in 
ancient or modern times, you find the greatest men, as a 
rule, of precisely the same religious opinions as their most 
ignorant contemporaries. No matter how often a nation 
may change its religion, the great are always pretty much 
the same as the rest, and about as orthodox.

The social sentiment dominates and enslaves all but 
rebels and reformers—sometimes both are one, by the way. 
And we find in every case the great are as much dominated 
by the general sentiment as any of their fellows. Manners, 
customs, and early prejudice sway the most free and liberal 
of us for life. No man ever flung off all those shackles ; 
nor is it desirable; for his countrymen would hound him 
to death for doing so. I can speak for myself, and say 
that, although in theology, in religion, I am absolutely 
emancipated from the prejudices of early life, in social 
matters every honest sentiment sways, binds, dominates me 
as powerfully as ever. Much as I have been and am 
persecuted, deeply as I deplore the madness of the people, 
I have never lost an atom of my respect for mankind; nor 
has my desire to better them in the least diminished.

I know the power of prejudice, the almightiness of 
sentiment; and I also know that no Christian, however 
great, has any better or more logical reason for clinging to 
his creed than Jews and Pagans have for clinging to theirs, 
than the veriest savages have for holding fast the notions 
they regard as sacred. Habit, custom, prejudice, early 
training, the social and domestic sentiments, fully account 
for every case of the kind.

Note that the greatest of the Greeks never wrote a 
great book in defence or commendation of religion—  
nothing at all which could induce an intelligent man now 
to worship Zeus, Hera, Apollo, etc. All that pious poets 
and others wrote of those divinities fails to draw out our 
worship.

The greatest Jew has written nothing that draws the 
Christians over to his views; even the Old Testament is a 
complete failure in that respect, in spite of its constant use 
in Christian churches. The Christians are equally powerless 
to convert the Jews.

Of the Catholics and Protestants the same truth holds. 
Here and there a stray sheep passes from one fold to the 
other ; but the vast majority on both sides live, act, believe, 
according to the early bias they receive, and there is an 
end of it.

Let me add one word more. No great man ever wrote 
a great and convincing book in favor of Christianity. 
Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Kepler, Galileo, Bacon, Shake
speare, Newton, Halley, Descartes, Iluyghens, Laplace, 
Herschel—none of them wrote anything in favor cf 
Christianity which satisfied even the Christians who came 
after them, although some of them were ardent believers.
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David Brewster, Michael Faraday, and the present 
Professors Stokes and Dawson were or are ardent Christians. 
What figure did they or do they cut in regard to Chris
tianity 1 There is nothing from the pen of any of them 
on religion that is worth perusal.

If great men who are Christians wrote better on that 
subject than much inferior men, I should be impressed with 
the fact. But I will venture to say that the greater the 
man the more worthless will be whatever he is induced to 
write in defence of his religion. If this is not so, it is in 
the power of the believer to overwhelm me with facts to 
the contrary. Jos. Symes.

— Liberator.

T H E I S M .

As lowland folk, with ceaseless care, engage 
To curb and dike the hungry sea,

A  war with all the universe we wage :
All sleepless i t ; all wakeful we.

If we personify this loveless force—
Eternal, merciless, and blind—

W e make a god’s malignity its source,
Or stultify the human mind.

The universe is hard enough to fight,
Without capricious will behind

To circumvent, with diabolic spite,
The wisest schemes of humankind.

The god-idea fills the world with strife,
And makes the worst as good as best;

Its morbid dreams of extra-mundane life 
Rob life of joy, and death of rest.

Can God be trusted, in a future life,
To change his ways and make us blest ?

He’s changeless; then, as now, will woes be rife, 
And all that’s bad be “ all for best.”

The present life, in which ’tis all for best ”—  
Though pain commences with our breath—

Is quite enough, so, thanks ! we’d rather rest 
In nothingness or endless death.

G. L. Mackenzie.

CHURCH METHODS.

“ G eorgia has a quiet, harmless Seventh-Day believer in the 
chain-gang for a year for working on Sunday.”

The above news item betrays to-day the methods which 
have been employed throughout the entire history of the 
Church to extend its power. Professing to serve the Prince 
of Peace, it has stopped at no crime which could be made to 
advance its interests. Now its purpose is to suppress those 
who recognise the teachings of God through Moses as para
mount to an edict of Constantine ; hence all the machinery 
of governments, which they have forced into their service in 
defiance of constitutional law, is evoked and set in action to 
put them down.

Synods and ecclesiastical councils declare that opposition 
to Sunday observance must be suppressed. State laws are 
enacted under whip and spur of the Church, when the 
prisons are filled with devout worshippers, whose only 
crime is disrespect for what they esteem man-made holy 
days.

Not only in Tennessee and Georgia, but in our own 
Illinois, the devil of persecution is incarnated, and is 
carrying on his despicable work. Four Adventists of 
Decker township, Richland county, were lately arrested and 
tried for violating the Sunday laws, and were each fined §1 
and costs, amounting to over .$100.

All these outrages against humanity for opinion’s sake 
find their parallel in mediaeval times ; yet Protestants want 
the world to hold Catholicism only responsible for them. 
The spirit of persecution is always rampant in those 
countries where the Church holds sway, without regard to 
the sect in power.—1'rorjrcssive Thinker.

Customer (in book store)—“ I would like to get some good 
books on Faith.” Clerk—“ Sorry, vr, but our rule is to sell 
nothing to strangers except for cash. ’

A C I D  DR OP S .

Many years ago we met a blind clergyman in the train 
going from London to Leicester. He was armed with 
sheaf of papers, including the Athena,um. We got 111 
conversation with him, and found he was an American on 
visit to England. He had seen Carlyle in London, and wa 
going to preach the next day (Sunday) at Leicester. ' j  
chatted with him about papers and books and authors, aD 
he seemed delighted. Of course he had not the remotes 
idea of our identity. His name was Milburn.

We presume it was the same Rev. W. H. Milburn, th*’ 
blind chaplain of the United States Congress, who isB<? 
on another visit to England, and has been interviewed by' 
Westminster Gazette. As there is a salary attached to 1 
post, we are glad it has fallen to the lot of a blind man, 1° 
we have an unspeakable pity for all who are so afflicted.

The chaplain’s duty is to open the sittings of Cqngrf  ̂
with prayer. He never exceeds five minutes, which is 
both to Congress and the Almighty. But his prayers 
not seem to be answered. Colonel Ingersoll says tii 
clergymen ask the Almighty to do impossible things. 'I ^ 
the other day, said “ Bob,” I heard the chaplain ask Cod 
give Congress wisdom.

The mayor of Avignon wishes to make the old pala°e, 
the Pope’s there into a museum of antiquities, and 
obtained permission from the Town Council to do so.

The French Catholics are afraid that, if they res*Sjj  of 
tax on religious property, they will strengthen the hand ,, 
those who propose to suppress the Budget des Cultes, ^  
after some bluster, have decided to give up a sprat ra 
than risk catching no more mackerel.

The Roman Catholic Tablet, of course, considers 
rejoicings at Rome, on the occasion of the twenty- ^ 
anniversary of the entrance of the Italian troopj’1 
“ insulting to the august Head of the Church,” and a1 0f 
the insulting manifestations mentions “ tho illuminati rj 
the British Embassy.” It is satisfactory to read, ho 
that “ the Pope has shown himself wonderfully calm.

1) 8«

The Tablet (September 28) places side by s^ en"p.
, _____ . ■ i 1 i  , 1  * T> 1 , 1 , V -  .

t tfO

paragraphs—one stating that the Rev. P. F. Gieeson, -  n 
priest of the Church of Rome, has been received by ; .p 
Duckworth, acting on behalf of the Bishop of London, ‘U  
the Church of England. Tho other states that Rev. 1 
r rancis Gleeson was charged at Lambeth with being dru J 
He was helplessly intoxicated, and was lying in the r ^

I ‘ ' * m celebratingwith his face cut. 
conversion.

Perhaps he had beei

IT1»:i f
Cardinal Vaughan’s statement that there arc |y 

Anglicans prepared to recognise in the Pope not . j  ij 
primacy of honor, but a spiritual supremacy, has eN aSlf® 
lot of controversy in the Times and other papers, arm flinoi>g 
to tho mention that there are several secret societies .̂ g to 
clericals who are prepared to do anything and every1 
restore England once more to Rome. ^

The Pope says it is impossible to speak of concilia*ll>n fli« 
Italy until all the rights of the Church aro restore fo 
Vatican organs take seriously the project to buy I 1 0rgi,!ll 
the Papacy. The TriLuna, the leading Libera .g[j i 
ironically asks what England would say if the 
America proposed to buy Ireland. . .

------ * J>0\'i"̂ ([
It is a sad spectacle to see a clergyman in a j^y FL 

Court objecting to poor men as voters because recei>\i 
received parish relief, Such a spectacle 'v,lb rect°r.,,) 
witnessed at Westerham. The Rev. F. II. .form*1’ _ e]eclA 
the parish, attended to do the dirty work of Ijiry ofJ P 
agents. Several voters were struck off the ; ,suponJ1jj, 
evidence. At last the Liberal agent insisted JP. 
production of the Relieving Officer’s certih°a ji9rd ¡tli 
however, was not forthcoming ; and the Revising , git V j 
asked the parson whether he might not be mm ^  0f o 
respect to the two persons in question. Them.,, puGy 
was “ positive the persons had had parish reJ" B,aiti*. -

Pturned out at the adjournment that he w;l”,sed 
wrong. Naturally the Revising Barrister e-xI,njjj.s, h® jpl
disapproval of Parson Jones’s conduct; his remary^^jj 
would have been stronger if the reverend gen1
been present to hear them. ___  , jo

0}
How meek and mild and forgiving our adhd g i3 ,i/vi 

religion of peace and goodwill always are. 1 cl)i»n* 
Daily News saying the Turks are treating Ar* 3 Wj,l>c 
Christian Europe cannot allow feUow-Chn-t 3 P l̂iB 
treated. Lord Salisbury, backed by a unaniu 
opinion, has sent an ultimatum fthina to

0*“ |
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d.‘eaths of fellow-Christians. Unless Abdul Hamid makes 
aP his mind quickly, the next ultimatum must go to 
Constantinople." Not much turning the other cheek about 
me organ of the Nonconformist conscience.

, A landslip in Arabia has resulted in the loss of one 
hundred lives. They were only Muslims, and perhaps the 
displeasure of the Lord was upon them. If they had not 
SlI|ned themselves, they had, at least, inherited the sin of 
Adam. He doeth all things well.

At St. Katherine’s Church, Neath, at morning and evening 
prices, a large portion of the Congregation and the whole 

the choir took their departure when the preacher entered 
j?e pulpit, this action being intended as a protest against 

suspension of the Rev. J. T. Hosbon, the curate. On 
the previous Sunday that gentleman had stated that he 
jj’.°uld not preach again, as the Archdeacon had insulted

Tbere has been a sc<me at the Blackburn School Board, 
Here Mr. Cooper, a Nonconformist member, accused the 
church party of attempting to proselytise the children of 
Nonconformist parents by the aid of public funds. It was 
ported that the Nonconformists attacked the Church of 
¿dgland from motives of jealousy, and stormy scenes ensued. 
,.he more church and chapel quarrel over religious educa- 
'°n, the sooner sensible people will see that the State and

Public funds should be used to promote secular education only.

^Christianity finds it easier to exterminate and supplant 
all^n. Pban to convert them. Even in America, where the 

°rjgines have had nearly four hundred years of Christian 
,§ion and Christian rum, with Bibles, brandy, and the

ÎjUigines have had nearly four hundred years of Christian
Hoi
of th 'JUUSC 11 .Indian population are church members, and their

thrown in, it is stated that only twelve percent.
p ,o*on and 
0f°t,h
k, r T n d ia u  pUJJUlfctLlUIl cUC b llU lb H  JJItiUlUf I » , etUU l i lt 'l l '

subs'(prShiP would be uncertain but for blankets and other

The latest statistics of India show that among the 
inhabitants of the country there is one convicted criminal 
to every 274 European Christians, to every 509 Euro
pean Asiatics (the children of European fathers and native 
mothers), to every 709 native Christians, to every 1,361 
Hindu Brahmans, and to every 3,787 Buddhists. Accord
ingly, as a matter of fact, European Christians furnish 
comparatively the greatest amount of criminals, and 
Buddhists the fewest.

To the Convention of the London Missionary Society a 
paper was sent over from Bangalore by the Rev. T. E. Slater, 
missionary to educated Hindus, on “ Openings of Christian 
Work among Students and Educated Men in India.” The 
writer said that since the days of Macaulay and Duff the 
British Government had nurtured two generations of 
university youths in India on the literature, philosophy, 
and science of the West, and also on the strong meat of 
English political ideas. So a powerful and rapidly- 
increasing educated class had been created. But, sad to 
say, of the tens of thousands who obtained an English 
education only a few became professing Christians. “ Young 
India was impressed alike by Western truth and Western 
scepticism, and many souls were being wrecked on the rocks 
of rationalism, agnosticism, and intemperance." What a 
nice collocation ! It is not the missionaries who introduce 
beer drinking. Oh, dear no. This comes from the Rationalists 
and Agnostics. ____

According to Science Siftings (September 28), Dr. Forbes 
Winslow, who states that“ Jack the Ripper” is nowin alunatic 
asylum, says this notorious criminal was a medical student 
of good family, who studied hard and his mind gave way. 
He then “ became a religious enthusiast, and attended early 
service every morning at St. Paul’s. His religious fervor 
resulted in homicidal mania towards the women of the street, 
and impelled him to murder them.” Such is the testimony 
of Dr. Forbes Winslow, who says the facts are known to the 
authorities.

Hi«1 ,i ê town of South Framingham, Mass., during a heavy 
bfith rrst°rm, two elderly ladies of the Roman Catholic 
Glem )ecame so frightened at the idiosyncrasies of the 
bes ni s that they fell upon their knees forthwith, and 
scar * i t ’ n Player the protection of the Lord. They had 

i tbus manifested their trust in God and his goodness, 
W  i ”  n°t arisen from their knees, when a lightning-bolt 
Oo°ked both in s e n s ib le .____

that “ "̂ ew York Observer, a Presbyterian organ, laments 
Far tho influence of Professor Huxley has been, and, we 
HowT^l con* ir>ue to be, pernicious to the cause of religion.” 
of tt la,nentable, too, that people continue to read the words 
anr} Uxl°y, while Candlish, Rutherford, Knox, Haliburton,

1 even Calvin, are neglected.

„ f r  Maories, whether they imbibed the belief from 
a mi]?nar}es or not, l,»ed to prophesy the speedy coming of 
''"'il f'n.n*UIn. The Hon. II. Meade, in his Ride through New 
lea,jgWf' ’ mentions that, “ curiously enough, the prophet or 

r the last fanaticism, who foretold a millennium and 
ofaiiS°n °f miraculous abundance of food and good things 
hot,̂  «orta. so close at hand and so bountiful that it was 
hiius VjMess and impious to go on planting or rearing stock, 
j°Urn, » 1 °? starvation in the woods whilst on a short 

This prophet was evidently a more genuine 
er than Prophet Baxter, who has well feathered his 

'lay’ AH rofuses to leave any of his money to the poor on the 
that which he has predicted for the end of all

'fl
tbis M an honest, boy at Coniston. He was found out in 
PW c]ay; .A  limelight lecture took place in aid of the 
bsjn 1 Missionary Society, and the collection for the 

sweets, buttons, and other articles not 
vicar u .T'y valued by missionaries. The next day the 
vari0uVls'ted the school, displayed before the boys the 
'Del j, s ,n°n-negotiable articles found in the missionary box, 
Paly the scholars step forward and claim their gifts.

small hoy responded. He pleaded guilty to a 
• Let us hope his mother sewed it on again.___

thn p̂ ',v-Edward Oerton, vicar of Tebay, and a Justice 
Î’ttii Jllcc for Westmoreland, has been suspended for six 

Mtl, rom the duties of his office for alleged improprieties 
i r'vate^Cn°er8 his congregation. It transpires that a 
wi?the1!?,c}.uiry. was held at Grange by the Bishop of Carlisle 
gated y egations made against. Mr. Oertou, with the result 
tr<Jin A, V; ’ s also said that Mr. Oerton has been discharged 

le Hving of Tebay. ____

ybr^ Jonathan Crosland, late vicar of Kilham, York- 
ljaS4)Pen ^^prived of his living, and the Archbishop of 

i Jde .'aken away his orders. At Driffield an order was
^ him by the mngis'ratcs for the maintenance of

6 servant’s child.

Christian politics are occupying a large amount of public 
attention and newspaper space at present. The pressing 
question in ecclesiastical circles is the “ star” system of 
preaching. The star system of dramatic acting is pretty 
familiar ; provincial audiences ought to know anyhow, for 
the travelling companies that they see are generally com
posed of one “ star” and a collection of “ sticks.” It is the 
same with the Christian Church, showing how close is its 
connection with the stage. Certain long-tongued cushion- 
thumpers are selected for their gift of the gab as special 
preachers, and they go up and down the country, practically 
giving entertainments, to call a spade a spade, by playing 
lingual gymnastics for the delectation of their auditors. 
The most successful “ stars” are those who can best hide a 
grain of doctrine in a bushel of wind, and it would not be 
difficult to place the finger on a number of popular preachers 
who fill the bill to perfection.—Crescent.

A correspondence has been going on in the English 
Mechanic on the disagreeable topic of “ Buried Alive.” It 
is generally allowed that, owing to the. laxity of death 
certificates, the danger is a real one, and that cremation 
would provide a remedy. The late, Dr. H. Prater, a Free
thinker and author of Letters to the American People, left 
directions in his will that a surgical incision should be made 
in his arm before burial. ____

“ Bibulous ” writes to the Glasgow Weekly Herald: “  I wish 
one of our city ministers would preach a stirring sermon on 
the iniquity of putting bad corks in beer-bottles. I buy my 
liquors from one of the most conscientious merchants in 
the town. His beer, wine, whisky, and brandy are all that
the most fastidious could desire; but the corks------. Not
one in ten comes out whole. I am a mild-mannered man, 
seldom indulging in vituperation ; but, after vainly trying 
for more than half-an-hour to take the cork out of a bottle 
of Bass in microscopic instalments, my temper fails, and 
then, as you imagine, my language is strong. Judging from 
my own experience, I should say that tbere is no more 
prolific source of profanity, and I ask the clergy to use their 
influence to stop such wholesale demoralisation.”

The Blue Grass Blade chaffs Sister Frances Willard, of the 
W.T.C.U., on being one of the committee, to bring out the 
Woman’s Bible. Brother Moore says : “ Sister Fannie, with 
whom I have done some little flirtation in Prohibition circles, 
will knock out that story about Jesus making wine, and 
about Noah getting on a high lonesome as soon as ho could 
find a saloon after getting off the ark, but it would not seem 
fitting for her to want to swipe out those passages where 
Brother Paul advises against matrimony.”

The ltev. Norman Macleod sees that cycles are breaking 
up the Scotch Sawbath, and he hopes the wheelmen will 
draw the line, lie  doesn’t see any harm in a person ri ling
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a bicycle to church, but at the same time he doesn’t approve 
of Sunday being used as a holiday for cycling.

on what are practically taxes levied on the burial of the 
dead, and which are sometimes illegally demanded also.”

We see from the Straits Times that an English magistrate, 
in charge at Pékan, in the Malay Peninsula, excited 
much indignation by ordering that the body of a Malay, 
who died of cholera, should be burnt. The Malays hold 
that cremation prevents the possibility of resurrection, and 
the magistrate guilty of such an outrage will never be 
forgiven.

Such mistakes often occur in dealing with other races, 
and people are surprised that they show such enmity to 
foreigners, forgetting that the foreigners often outrage their 
most cherished convictions. Some years ago the Bible 
Society sent a large cargo of Hindustani Bibles to India 
bound in leather. Of course no Hindu would as much as 
touch the volume, which on its very outside reminded them 
of the slaughter of the sacred cow.

The Society of Christian Endeavor has had an undoubted 
success in America, chiefly, it is suspected, because it leads 
to a deal of sweethearting and match-making. The move
ment is seen to be a secularising one under Christian 
pretences, and it is breaking down the old idea of feminine 
subordination in the Church. Under these circumstances it 
is vigorously denounced by the Kev. E. Brantly, in the 
Presbyterian Quarterly, as one of the cunning wiles of the 
Devil, which leads “ further on towards nationalism, 
Jacobinism, disintegration.”

The Baptists of Portobello have Sunday salt-water bap
tisms of all converts ; but the proceeding of plunging the 
elect over head and ears amid the tumbling waves always 
draws a large and derisive crowd, whose laughter and shouts, 
according to the newspaper reports, are “ scarcely in keeping 
with the sacred performance.” We are ardent believers in 
the efficacy of this kind of baptism, but prefer to dispense 
with the services of any officiating minister.

Reynolds's Newspaper, reviewing The Pilgrims and, the 
Anglican Church, by W. Deverell, says of the Pagans : “ They 
persecuted, but with a leniency that sinks into insignificance 
when the bloody horrors which have marked the track of 
Christianity are remembered.”

The Pope has been giving himself up to prayer and 
meditation. The only person to whom the Pontiff h*s 
thrown open the doors of his room of seclusion is Ugolim, 
the painter, who, in painting his portrait, has very discreetly 
avoided the reproduction of the Pope’s distinct resemblance 
to Voltaire, one of his Holiness’s bêtes noires. The German 
painter, Lenbach, having painted too faithful a portrait, 
“ Questa è una volpe !” cried the Pope angrily, turning h}3 
back upon the picture and walking out of the room—“ It is 
the portrait of a fox.”

Dean Farrar, in the October Fortnightly Review, examine3 
the “ Asserted Growth of Roman Catholicism in England, 
and comes to exactly the conclusion anyone might have 
expected of him—that Romanism is becoming “ more ana 
more powerless, more and more verbal among the immense 
majority of the people, especially of the men,” not only ^  
England, but in the very countries in which it has “ held tor 
centuries an almost undisputed sway.”

The rowdy fiasco at the curates’ meeting will, it is hoped, 
hinder our spiritual pastors and masters from giving les^Pp 
on behavior to workingmen for some time to come. D* 
Church Reformer says of the meeting : “ Both sides ought to 
be thoroughly ashamed of themselves.”

According to a paragraph in the London «Siar, fh® 
Gillingham School Board (near Chatham) has just voted o 
a proposal to rescind the teaching of the Apostles’ Cree • 
The motion was lost by one vote, and that vote was cast ny 
the Secularist member. We shall be glad to receive som 
account of this matter from Mr. Thompson.

Here is the Rev. Charles Harris writing to the Church 
Reformer (an organ which, under the conduct of the ReV 
Headlam, has opposed the Blasphemy Laws) declaring to ’ 
“ as Coke well puts it, Christianity is part and Pa.rce1.,,. 
the law of England.” The Rev. C. Harris is eviden Jt 
unaware that Lord Chief-Justice Coleridge, in the trial 
the editor of this paper, laid it down that that old dictum  ̂
longer held good, being invalidated by the admission 
Jews to Parliament and to the highest offices in the lana.

The Rev. A. J. Waldron has been delivering a course of 
lectures at New Brompton. One of his subjects was “ My 
Debate with Mr. Foote—a Retrospect.” Surely this is a 
curious proceeding. It would be better to let the debate 
stand than to have it over again-—in Mr. Foote’s absence.

We do not suppose that Mr. Macdonald, the editor of the 
New York Truthseeker, has been subtly bribing the editor 
of the Christian Reformer; but the latter gentleman is 
anxiously endeavoring to push the former into prominent 
notice. First he suggests that the Truthseeker comes within 
the provisions of the law against blasphemy. Then, not 
satisfied with this good advertisement, he writes : “ We 
cannot understand why the post-office authorities of New 
York City, or the Society for the Suppression of Vice and 
Immorality, do not compel the publishers to change the 
character of the paper, or suppress it as an enemy of public 
morals and the nation’s weal.” The Christian Reformer is 
evidently actuated by the true Christian spirit, and we 
hope that Brother Macdonald duly appreciates its loving 
kindness. The prosecution of the late 1). M. Bennett did a 
deal towards putting the Truthseeker on a firm basil, and 
the Christian Reformer, doubtless aware of this, is anxious 
to give it another lift by the means of that eminent 
protector of American morality, Anthony Comstock. 
Should the circulation of the Truthseeker shoot up wonder
fully, we hope it will not forget how much it owes to the 
kind attentions of the Christian Reformer.

According to the Church Reformer, the Rev. George Brooks, 
Mr. Balfour’s Bounty Brooks, the bankrupt, begging-letter 
writer, who keeps his horse and carriage, is the author of 
the attack on the Christian Social Union in the Church 
Quarterly Review. Was it for this he was rewarded by the 
author of A Defence of Philosophic Doubt l

The Rev. J. Carvell Williams, writing in the Daily News, 
says that the clergy often demand high fees for burying in 
vaults, on the plea that they grant a portion of their sup
posed freehold. But, legally, no such grant can be made, 
and Mr. Williams states that, “ as a matter of fact, some of 
the clergy, knowing that this is the law, show their hatred 
of Nonconformist services in churchyards by refusing to 
allow the burials to take place in the family graves which 
are supposed to have been purchased by the deceased persons 
or their predecessors.”

“ Surely, Mr. Editor,” continues Mr. Williams, “ it is a 
pitiful thing that the ministry of the Established Church 
should be in any degree dependent for their maintenance

Mr. Gladstone has written and talked on many subjec i 
and it appears that he is now going to tackle the ques 
of Immortality. It is said that he does not consider i 
to be intrinsically immortal, but immortalisable ; tha ’ 
he may become immortal by availing himself of the rede (¡3 
tion of Jesus Christ. What a pity it is that the cjiaestio .  ̂
still debateable after so much debate ! Jehovah’s revela ^  
requires to be revealed, and Mr. Gladstone will trN jn 
explain i t ; but people are sure to wish that he would exP^., 
his explanation. Like the man in Punch, the world n 
no forrarder ” in theology.

The British Army is becoming a very cosmopolitan b o ^  
It includes Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Mohamme g 
Brahmists, Buddhists, and the Lord knows what ijes ^  
Lord Wolseley says that a friend of his, a c0^ nj.jhist. 
recently become a Jew, while another has become a Bud 
We suppose they will all sit down with Abraham -oUs 
kingdom of heaven. But, of course, the non-reljS gr. 
soldiers—like C;esar, Frederick the Great, Napoleon, t 
borough, and Garibaldi—will be excluded. Well, it 'V1 0jnt 
a rather poor muster without them, from the military P 
of view.

0 b itu a ry * , uoy*1Mr. Sam uel  Standrin g  died in the Manchester rai
Infirmary on Friday afternoon, September 2S._ The 1 , j,i
took place on Wednesday, the remains being incinera ^  
the local Crematorium. Messrs. Willock,of Manchest >joJJg 
Howarth, of Rochdale, superintended the obsequies. J9y’s 
and favorable notice of the deceased appeared in Sat jjr, 
Rochdale Observer. He was forty-two years of a?e'racter' 
Standring was a man of active and enterprising c*lil .jjjg 
In his lifetime he attempted many things, too °, eI',fd 
beyond his strength, which he finally exhausted, bey 
hope of recovery.

M odern Persecution .— A man may bo entirely uDj£ay l’c 
in his body by the actions of his fellow men, and he ^ y  
entirely unimpeded in his movements by them, aim fof
yet be prevented from carrying on the activities nee jS
the maintenance of life...... No interference of t*?18
possible without a breach of the law of equal f ' e 
Herbert Spencer.



October 6, 1895. THE FREETHINKER 633

Mr. F oote ’s E n gagem en ts.

Su.n lay, October G, Masonic Hall, High-street, Wood Green :— 
7.30, “ Life, Death, and After.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles W atts’s E ngagements.—October 6, Foresters’ Hall, 
London ; 13, Foresters’ Hall ; 14, 15, 16, 17, debate at New- 
castle-on-Tyno with the Rev. A. J. Waldron ; 18, North Shields ; 
20, Glasgow ; 24 and 25, Dundee ; 27, Edinburgh ; 28, York. 
November 17, Liverpool ; 24, Manchester.—All communica
tions for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required, 
a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra- 
road, Brixton, London, S.W.

Stanley J ones, 52 Davenant-road, Holloway, London, N., having 
been disappointed of a course of engagement in Scotland, desires 
to fill up fiis Sundays either in London or the country.

Bt-o D evonian.—Pleased to have your good wishes.
B. Holloway sends his shilling, and hopes we shall get “  ten 

thousand more.” Wo should do so if our readers would all “  rise 
to the occasion.”

^•H aynes.—Hope we have your initial right. Thanks for the 
Bromley paper. See paragraph.

L. Ennson. —A good joke, but it has already appeared in the Free
thinker.

Clogo.—W e hope to give some more illustrations during the 
"dnter. Glad to hoar you like Mr. Putnam’s account of his 
ejiperiences in this country. W e note your hop3 that “  the rank 
and file, more especially the ‘ passive ’ ones, will support you 
during Shilling Week, so that when the winter is passed they 
R'ay look back with pride at having helped you and others to life 
the dark cloud of superstition hanging all round.”

*’• C. T aylor.—Thanks for the copy of Mr. Storey’s letter. It 
Was only natural that orthodox bigots should oppose him, with 
ovory device of malignity, for introducing a Bill to give Free
thinkers the same rights of citizenship as are enjoyed by 
Christians. Wo hope to get a report of the trial of his election 
Petition. Anything you send us will be valued.
•Lewis.—T he Cheshire Branch, one of the poorest, is the first in 
the field with its Shilling Week subscription. Mr. Footo hopes 
to visit Chester before Christmas.
Rs. Beszant, in sending four shillings, expresses “ evory good 
Wish for the success of Mr. Foote’s meritorious undertakings 
generally.”
Blackpool F rien d , in sending twenty shillings, writes : “ Keep 
Pushing on, but don’t be discouraged if things do not go forward 
63 Quickly as you would like ; Freethought is a plant of slow 
growth.” We assure this friend that there is littlo fear of our 
;Jejng discouraged. It was said of one of the greatest of men, 
j iver Cromwell, by an intimate acquaintance, that hopo shone 
n him like a pillar of fire when it had almost gone out in others.

- u a humble way we aspire to emulate that mighty oxample,
^RMalite sends the result of “ Self-denial to aid Freethought.”

] Cnbar says : “  I approve of your plan of propaganda, and 
'°pe all Freethinkers will considor it their duty to give accord
ing to their moans. '
nought propaganda

•}K- Dum

If they only do so, we will make Free- 
spin ” during the coming winter.

Mr. Edwards is quite right, in his Witness o f
**yria (an excellent book), in saying that there is no evidence, 

jj ’°®Pt their own statements, that the Jews were ever in Egypt, 
‘shop Tomline’s reference to the “ shepherd people” is veryshepherd people" is very 

,. — .,ing. There was a Shepherd Dynasty in Egypt at one 
,„Pe> but it was afterwards expelled. This has no connection
fnislead

, r wiau ib wars a it c n v a t u s  ux
J p at°ver with the Bible story.

Hi —Glad to hear of Mr. Heaford’s success at Glasgow.
t0 nbilities and accomplishments deserve a wider recognition, 

lK „ Kay nothing of his zealous and modest character, 
a v A‘ tNu— It was Bke you to send a shilling for overy wook in 
WPL1'- We hope soon to havo tho pleasure of shaking hands

Al.j.,, you “gal"-
Pleased to hear that, despite your physical infirmity and 

\\r lng eyesight, you still enjoy your Freethinker.
fr ’ Newcombs.— A s you say, the battle of Freethought is far

*Wi endod.
f0r®j‘. Baker, the Birmingham veteran, who sends his shillings 
Bind 10 new funtb says : “  I 1'0P° there will be many of them. 

If. to seo you reported in such good health.” 
rece'i B., who sends fifteen shillings, says: “ I hope you will 
tnan VL' at least a thousand more such sums, as I know there are 
r y freethinkers who coi0, Wi I could well afford it.’ :

Though not a memborof A ’ n-UAMSo*, subscribing, writes :
a1(l w; L®'®-’ I “ in a constant reader and admirer of your paper,

E, \y insh you every success.”
H, ^ ' — Thanks for cuttings.

it w o 'f t « * ,  subscribing to Shilling Week, writes : “  I thought 
Chris?. 11 °t bo altogether absurd if I asked a few professodlyV»Qriaf* M iiuautu  1 J. A UO&CU eti a\j »* j / iu iv o o w .j

Coatrika'‘ Hienda to subscribe, especially after Mr. llolyoake’s 
v. Lhlci a.1*01' to tho Salvation Army ; but I am sorry to say I 
*. V g ^ w e ra M y .”  Of course !

interest11-’ wdl°  "  only a poor working girl,” but takes “  a keen 
Mr, p tho Secular movement,”  sends her mite, and hopes 

°to s schemo will be a great success.

C. D., sending ten shillings, hopes “  a large number of readers of 
the Freethinker will respond liberally, as well as many outsiders.”

N.S.S. B enevolent F und.— Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges :— 
Tottenham Branch, 5s. 8d.; Bethnal Green Branch, 5s. 6J.; 
Barnsley Branch, 5s.; Parcel of clothing from Mrs. Mann.

H. S. W., in subscribing to Shilling Week, wishes that something 
could be done at Weymouth in the way of Freethoughc 
propaganda. There are several Freethinkers in the place, but 
on the whole it is the most bigoted in the south of England.

D. G. L indsay.—Thanks for Glasgow list of subscriptions.
E. R ae.—In June, 1877, the Secular Review and Secularist amalga

mated. No. 1, vol. i., bears date June 9, 1877.
W. Cabell thinks that some of Mr. Symes’s queries in our last 

issue were unhappy. For instance, “  Why none of those 
benefited by Jesus took the trouble to [preach his gospel or 
advertise his healing power.”  Our correspondent points to 
Mark vii. 36, which flatly contradicts this. Mr. Symes would 
probably reply that the statement is too general, and appears 
only in the Christian record, without any outside corroboration.

E. P.—Thanks for your subscription, which is acknowledged in 
list. No doubt boys might sell some copies of the Freethinker 
on Sunday mornings, but there are difficulties in the way. 
Their mothers interfere, or their employers object to 
“ blasphemy”  being associated with “  proper ”  publications— 
such, for instance, as the pictorial ones that purvey nudity.

F. J. B oorman.—Surely there must be some mistake. We can 
hardly believe that Mr. Waldron could publicly speak of Colonel 
Ingersoll as a loud-mouthed orator and blasphemer, as an 
advocate of the doctrine that a man who tires of one wife should 
take another, and as one who cursed his mother’s God and called 
her a fool for believing in the Bible. We hope Mr. Waldron 
will be able and willing to deny that he uttered such con
temptible stuff. The otner matters shall be looked into, and 
dealt with next week if possible.

Papers R eceived.—Rochdale Observer—Straits Times—Isle of 
Man Times—Leek Times—Church Reformer—Le Peuple—Le 
Matin—Reynolds’s Newspaper—Weekly Dispatch—Melbourne 
A ge—The Literary Guide—English Mechanic—Two Worlds— 
Melbourne Standard—Progressive Thinker—Secular Thought— 
Open Court—Zoophilist—Boston Investigator—Truthseeker— 
Liberator—Dor Arme Teufel—Freidenker.

L ecture N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.C.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from tho publishing 
office, post froo, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale op A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desirod in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following weok.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when tho subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expiros.

SHILLING WEEK.

As we go to press on Wednesday, the Freethinker is 
practically completed on Tuesday evening. I am therefore 
only ablo to acknowledge, this week, the subscriptions that 
have reached me up to tho end of tho first day in October. 
Six more days remain to complete the first week, and I 
hope every one of them will bring me a large batch of 
letters with remittances.

The object of this subscription, as already stated, ¡3 to 
send good Freethought lecturers into all parts of the 
kingdom. With tho unanimous concurrence of the 
National Secular Society’s Executive, I am taking personal 
charge of this enterprise ; and what I can do will depend 
on the means placed at my disposal.

It seems to me that such means should be adequate. 
There aro scores of Freethinkers who could spare a pound, 
hundreds who could spare a few shillings, thousands who 
could spare one. If all who can do something, whatever 
it is, will only do it, we shall see the beginning of a new 
era in the propagation of Freethought.

As it happens, this is “  Self-Denial Week ” with the 
Salvation Army. “  Goneral ” Booth’s soldiers are denying 
themselves meat, tea, sugar, and all sorts of comforts and 
even necessaries. I do not ask my readers to go to that 
extreme. I only ask them, especially if they feel “  saved ”
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themselves, to assist in carrying salvation to others. Let 
them not wait for “  a more favorable opportunity,” but 
give what they can afford, however small it may be. 
There should be a glorious feeling of comradeship in the 
knowledge that now— at this very hour— other Free
thinkers in other parts of the country are doing the very 
same thing. Though they cannot see each other, they 
know of each other’s existence, being connected by the 
impalpable and invisible tie3 of common sympathy for a 
splendid cause. G. AV. FOOTE.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
J. B., 2s. ; Le Diable, 2s. Gd. : H. J. Barter, 2s. 6d. ; J. M., 

2s. Gd. ; W. Clogg, Is. ; AV. 6 . Stuart, £1 Is.; Plymouth 
Friend, per H. J. B„ 2s. 6d. ; Mrs. Beszant, 4s. ; A Friend, £1 ; 
C. Shepherd, 2s. : W. C. (Dorking), 10s. Gd. ; W. Lamb, 4s. ; 
Hemalite, 2s. ; E. Calvert, Is. ; T. Dunbar. Is. Gd. ; A. 
Haynes, Is. ; Cheshire Branch of the N.S.S., 10s. ; Old 
Devonian, 2s. ; G. Holloway, Is ; M. Christopher, Is. ; J. 
Eccles, Is. 6d. ; H. S. Woolley, 3s. ; E. P., £1 ; Alpha, Is. ; 
J. Brierley, Is. ; W. A. Newcomb, Is.; Daniel Baker, 5s.; 
Worker, Is. ; J. Garven, Is. ; H. W. D., 15s. ; II. A. Cumber, 
5s. ; It. Vernev, 2s. ; C. D., 10s. ; J. H. Williamson, 2s. Gd. ; 
A. Firth, 2s. ; W. W. Roberts, 2s. ; C. J. Gask, 2s. Gd. ; H. J. 
Thorp, 3s. ; Victmount, Is.

From Glasgow D. McFarlane, Is.; J. Threlkeld, Is.; 
W. Albin, Is. ; T. Train, 2s. ; W. Owen, Is. ; A. Young, Is. ; 
T. McCormack, Is. ; W. F., 2s.

Per Miss Vance :—H. Good, 2s. ; W. Nash, Is. ; Mrs. 
Marsh, Is.; J. Embleton, 2s.

Per R. Forder:—J. H. Bogg, Is. Od. ; W. L., Is. ; W. 
Palmer, Is.; M. L., 1«. : S. H. Munns, Is.; J. Munns, Is. ; 
Mrs. Small, 10s.; J. Edwards, 4«.; Toby King (Is. a week 
yearly), 52s. ; F. T. R., 10s. ; Four Britons, 4«. : W. Baxter, 
Is. ; II. Wallace, Is. ; T. Dunbar Harris, 20s. ; W. J. Scottow, 
2s. Gd.

. S U G A R  P L U M S .

I n spite of the phenomenal weather, there was an improved 
audience at Foresters’ Hall on Sunday evening, when Mr. 
Foote lectured on “ Clinging to Christ.” When the cold 
weather sets in the hall will no doubt be thoroughly 
crowded. Up to the present the collections have been 
really good. Mr. Foote’s taking the personal responsibility 
of the venture seems to have appealed to the audience’s 
generosity. One friend, on Sunday evening, dropped a 
sovereign in the collection plate. As for the lecture, it was 
received with most pronounced enthusiasm. Mr. James 
Rowney made, as usual, an excellent chairman.

Following his new plan, Mr. Foote lectures this evening 
(October G) in the Masonic Hal), High-street, Wood-Green ; 
a populous neighborhood on t he northern heights of London. 
There has been a good deal of open-air Freethought propa
ganda in the district, and the enterprise of the Branch in 
starting indoor lectures ought to be crowned with success. 
Mr. Foote’s lecture is on “ Life, Death, and After.” During 
the evening he will name a child of Air. Thompson. Tickets 
of admission to this lecture (Is., Gd., and3d.)can be obtained 
of Air. John Wood, 71 Gladstone-avenue; or of Air. S. R. 
Thompson, 95 Clyde-road, South Tottenham.

Air. John Wood, secretary of the AVood Green Branch, will 
be outside the Alasonic Hall at 7 o’clock, ready to inform 
non-holders of tickets where they can obtain them.

The AVood Green open-air meetings have been much 
disturbed lately. Christian rowdies have endeavored to 
break them up, and we hear that the police have looked on 
with indifference at obvious breaches of the peace. Air. C. 
Cohen delivers a special lecture at .Jolly Butchers’ Hill next 
Thursday evening (October 10) at 8 o’clock, and we hope 
the local Freethinkers will rally around him on that 
occasion.

Notwithstanding the remarkable weather we have been 
having of late, Air. Charles Watts had a capital audience at 
Camberwell last Sunday evening. His lecture on “ The 
Bible and Civilisation” was most enthusiastically received 
Air. AVatts being in his best form. We are glad to heat 
that new members are joining this promising Branch of th( 
N.S.S.

This evening (Sunday, October G) Air. AVatts occupies the 
platform at Foresters’ Hall, Clerkonwell-road, E.C., when 
he will deliver his new lecture, “ The Bible and Dramatic 
Literature.” It is a good subject, and should draw a 
crowded audience.

We have received a welcome letter from Air. S. P. Putnam, 
who arrived safe, sound, and jolly at New York, and is now 
busy in preparing for the Annual Convention of the 
American Secular Union. Mr. Putnam’s passage was rather 
a stormy one, but he was not sea-sick ; in fact, he came up 
—or rather went down—smiling every time the bell rang for 
meals. One big wave that washed the deck broke a clergy
man’s leg. No doubt it was intended for friend Putnam, 
but it missed its mark. Still, we are sorry for the clergy
man, though he has got a good text for a new sermon on 
Providence.

The Leek Times reproduces Air. Foote’s leaderette on 
“ Air. Howard’s Challenge” from the Freethinker,an d  we 
shall see what the reverend gentleman has to say in reply- 
It is charitable to pass over his long and wordy letter on 
Mr. Wheeler’s brief note. AVe prefer to take Air. H ow ard, 
if he will let us, on his manlier side. He concludes by 
expressing admiration for Air. Foote’s “ great ability and 
earnestness.” “ AVould,” he says, “ that all our preachers 
were as active in spreading the truth as he is in diffusing 
his unbelief. Surely he and men like him should put many 
of us to shame. AA’e wish him nothing worse than that bis 
distinguished abilities and untiring efforts should be spent 
in a worthy cause, and that he might achieve the success 
commensurate with the same.” Air. Howard will pardon 
Air. Foote for thinking that the Freethought cause is 
“ worthy” of liis best service.

Professor Ernst Haeckel, contrasting Huxley and Carl 
Arogt, says that the former laid his foundations far deeper 
than Vogt had done. Vogt had a liking for laughing at 
philosophy generally, while Huxley gave it duly the highly 
place in the whole kingdom of science. As a Alonistm 
philosopher and founder of the ape-theory, Huxley ranks 
higher than ATigt. Thomas Huxley belonged to that smal 
number of far-seeing naturalists who, from the very 
beginning, saw the epoch-making import of Darwin’s worK 
of research carried on through fifty years, and who, wit 
unselfish devotion, worked out the detailed application 0 
his theories and aided their propagation. The pre-requisite 
for such work were not only an extensive and thoroug 
knowledge in all fields of biology and a clear sagacity 0 
judgment, but also that moral courage which, regardless <> 
consequences, assails a “ mountain of prejudices” many 
thousand years old, and seeks truth for its own sake.

The British Association having decided to visit Toronto 
in 1897, they will be invited to become the guests of th 
American Association for the Advancement of _ Scieuc , 
which will probably hold its meeting at San Francisco.

On Alonday, October 14, the Finsbury Branch of t * 
N.S.S. have a dinuer and entertainment in the large hall 
the Eldorado Club, 30 Eist-street, City-road, E.C. 1 
tickets, which for two shillings include Dinner, Conce > 
and Dance, can be obtained from the secretary, 21 Cobur0 
street, Clerkenwell, or at 28 Stonecutter-street.

Air. Parris lectures in the Secular Hall, Humbgrston® 
Gate, Leicester, this Sunday, both morning and event b- 
His subjects, as usual, are interesting and important.

A commemorative tablet has been placed on the honse ^  
Potsdam in which Helmholtz was born. It is expected t 
the bouse at Ealing where Huxley first saw the light wn 
marked in a similar manner.

The National Congress of the American Secular Un'orJ 
and the breethought Federation of America will be heldI »J 
New A.ork on October 25 and 2G. The Revival of Sunday 
Laws in New \ ork should serve to consolidate the forces o 
I  reethought.

In the Islamic World Sheikh Abdullah Quilliam con  ̂
the superstitious medicine of the seventeenth century  ̂
the long anterior science of the Arabs, much to tii 
advantage, of the former. Aloulri Alohammad Aboul  ̂ f0r 
B.A., AID , also shows there is something to be s»1 
Eastern poly’gamy—at any rate, when contrasted 
AAYstern prostitution. ____

Air. Cohen has bad fairly successful meetings durmff D. 
three weeks’ mission at Birmingham, especially at his j|Op0 
air lectures. He winds up to-day (October G), a n d  . j  ;n 
there will be a good attendance. Tea will b e? ,? ;T o V » i 
the ball for visitors from a distance. AVe are gb™ seVert̂  
that Air. Cohen’s mission has brought the Branch 
new members.

,tle
Air. Frank Creswell is the new secretary of the Ncwc‘ y,.. 

• ranch, which ~ " ’ 1 c— -*-■ „maigri J* .»liS, augurs well for its future prosper' >• nCj,’s
1. G. Bart ram, who has for some time conducted the l c0p- 
mKireK.s with zeal and ability, has had to resign > p10
lequenco of change of employment and removal tr
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city. It has been decided to resume the Sunday morning 
lectures on the quayside.

We hope the Newcastle friends will do their utmost to 
make a great success of the approaching debate between 
Mr. Charles Watts and the Rev. A. J. Waldron. A  large 
ball is engaged, and we hope it will be crowded. Some local 
misunderstanding has existed, but this should not interfere 
with a serious interest. Mr. Foote appeals personally to all 
bis friends in the district to make the debate widely known, 
and not only to attend themselves, but to bring as many as 
possible of their acquaintances.

The Bradford Branch will have a Tea and Dance on 
Tuesday evening (Oct. 8) in the Milton Rooms, Westgate. 
Tea on tables at 6.30. After the tea the dancing will 
proceed till eleven o’clock. Tickets are ninepence each, and 
can be obtained of Messrs. Gott, Sunderland, and J. T. 
Carpendale, secretary, 38 Acton-street. There ought to be 
a good muster.

A monument has been erected in Rome to the Liberal 
poet, Pietro Cossa. Cossa was expelled from a Jesuit 
college, being accused of heresy and Liberalism. He was 
afterwards exiled, and went to Peru. The scene at the 
ceremony was one of great enthusiasm.

The new issue of the Agnostic Annual, to be published 
on Monday, will contain a special article by Mr. Samuel 
Laing in reply to Mr. Balfour’s Foundations o f Belief. Mr. 
J- Allanson Picton contributes an article on “ The Man, 
Christ Jesus : The Germ of the Christian Myth,” which 
should be both important and interesting.

Mr. W. H. Pollock, who writes in Longman's Magazine on 
‘ Marseilles,” says that many of the working classes are 

Atheists, and do not wrap up their unbelief with such 
words as “ Agnosticism.” At the same time, he says, they 
never take any step of importance in civil life “ without an 
elaborate and expensive church ceremony.” Mr. Pollock 
appears to regard this as singular. He forgets that there 
are women as well as men in Marseilles, who have to be 
consulted about baptisms, marriages, and funerals.

The International Conference of Freethinkers, at Brussels, 
seems to have been well attended. Among speakers were 
MM. Fulpius, Robin, Schacre, Furnemont, and des Essarts. 
The ladies were well to the fore, including Frau Wilhelmi, 
Mile. Verone, Mmes. Barberousse, Van Kol, etc. It was 
even proposed by one delegate that the government of the 
family should be matriarchale, children taking names from 
their mothers ; but this was negatived in favor of the com
plete equality of the sexes. A proposition to make August 
b’> a festival of peace was also negatived. Messrs. Forder 
and Ward represented the National Secular Society.

Mr. W. Ileaford is spending a part of his annual holiday 
°ti a lecturing tour in the north. He had three very 
successful meetings at Glasgow on Sunday. The evening 
lecture on “ Is Christianity Consistent with Socialism t ’ 
Save rise to a protracted discussion, sustained principally 
by Anarchist opponents. Mr. Heaford is to hold a debate 
With Mr. M. Gass, who is retained by the Bridgeton Branch 
ef the Independent Labor Party, on the question, “ Do the 
f cachings of Jesus Christ Proclaim Socialism 1”

The Failsworth Secular Sunday-school has arranged a 
‘string Band Concert, interspersed with songs, for this 
evening (Oct. 6). It begins at 0.30, and the admission is 
P'ee, with a collection to defray expenses. Secular friends 
1(1 the neighborhood, if they drop in, will spend an enjoyable

C hristian Science.
, The following interesting reply was returned to a circular 

soliciting subscriptions to a certain medical journal 
\{acific D rug Review) “ Fairbault, Minn., February 22ud,
804—Your copy of th e ---------Journal come, and the letter

/°> uskin me to send fifty cens and git it fur a veer, I dont 
need no jurnals. When 1 git a tuff case, I go off inter sum 
’ecrit plase and tell the lord all about it and wate for him to 
h^t inter my minde what ter do. That’s bettern jurnals and 
*ylopeds and such. If we lied more lord trustin doctors 
I'd jess colleges weed fare better. The lord noes morn all 

. le doctors, and if we go to him for noledge it ill be bettern 
^ rnals naterally in the lord.—A  C h k is t u n  D octek.”—  

U jlin Journal o f  M edical Science.

A ^MtUiAr.E.—At the Registrar’s Office, South Shields, Miss 
j belaide Emily (Ada) Moir, of South Shields, to Frederick 
Us f ,St°ckiIl, of Leeds. Miss Moir was one of tho most 

etul members of the South Shields Branch.

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker” 
(August HJf).

Tijeee is no evidence that the poet’s married life was an 
unhappy one ; that he ever ceased his affection for his wife, 
or that he went to London from any other motive than an 
honorable desire to better his condition and that of his 
family. There is no evidence that he ever stole the deer, or 
was arrested for any youthful escapade and had to run away. 
There is no doubt that Shakespeare was a manly youth, 
honest, straightforward, energetic, and handsome. He went 
to London to make a fortune. He probably had many good 
friends to help him, among them the actors who visited his 
native town and were cordially welcomed and sustained by 
Shakespeare’s father, who was fond of dramatic entertain
ments. There is no evidence that Shakespeare went to 
London penniless, or that he was obliged to liold horses at 
the theatre doors for a scanty living. Shakespeare was a 
first-class business man, practical and sagacious, if he was a 
poet. I have no doubt he went to London with a good 
capital to start with and ample support. He was the kind 
of man to make friends and to keep them. Shakespeare 
became, for his time, a very wealthy man ; and not by luck, 
but by foresight, labor, pluck, and perseverance.

From Ann Hathaway’s cottage we drive to the church, a 
noble structure, which shows by its size and stateliness that 
Stratford must have been a town of note before Shake
speare’s era. What a beautiful churchyard is here, the 
sunlight falling through the green arches upon the green 
grass and the solemn gravestones, even as when the poet 
mused and dreamed along the banks of the Avon. We enter 
the church and wander among the memorials of the dead. 
We stand by the tomb of Shakespeare. I can only express 
myself in the noble words of Washington Irving: “ There 
are other monuments around, but the mind refuses to dwell 
on anything that is not connected with Shakespeare ; his 
idea pervades the place, the whole pile seems to be his 
mausoleum. The feelings, no longer checked and thwarted 
by doubt, here indulge in perfect confidence. Other traces 
of him may be false or dubious, but here is palpable 
evidence and absolute certainty. As I trod the sounding 
pavement there was something intense and thrilling in the 
idea that in very truth the remains of Shakespeare were 
mouldering beneath my feet. It was a long time before I 
could prevail upon myself to leave the place, and as I 
passed through the churchyard I plucked a branch from 
one of tho yew-trees, the only relic I have brought from 
Stratford.”

As I was passing through the same churchyard I found 
the workmen cutting down an ancient yew-tree, of which I 
secured a branch, also some leaves and grass, and yellow 
buttercups and white daisies and a beautiful red rose, in 
whose fading splendors I shall ever see the glory of Stratford 
church.

From the churchyard we walk past the great Lucy Mill, 
built about two centuries ago, from under whose wheel the 
waters of the Avon swirl and dash away; thence we pass over 
a foot-bridge to the other side of the river ; and here, for a 
half-hour or so, we remain under the stone bridge of the 
railway, for the rain is coming down in torrents. It was a 
picturesque scene : the old bridge, the mill and wheel, the 
church tower just beyond, glimpses of the village, a couple 
of fishermen on the banks, the prosperous Londoner, besides 
the yokel who does not seem to have changed since Shake
speare’s time, and our own company trying to be as 
philosophical as possible. When there is a burst of sun
shine we make a start over the meadows. The rain, however, 
has only stopped in order to make a more furious onset, 
which we meet just as we are half across. But the rain adds 
such a misty loveliness to the whole scene that I cannot but 
remain and enjoy it, even if I do get wet to the skin. The 
river is flowing along, and beyond it on the wooded bank 
looms the church in a veil of shining m ist; and the trt es 
seem to be dripping with a million diamonds, and the grass 
presents the freshness and cleanliness of an emerald floor, 
and the roofs of the houses glitter where tho columns of rain 
are already marching off from the advancing sun.

All this journeying and sight-seeing does at last make us 
hungry, hungry as bears. We therefore betake ourselves to 
Swan’s Nest Hotel. This used to be called “ The Leg of 
Mutton,” and tho picture of the leg of mutton is still there. 
I like the title “ Leg of Mutton.” It is not so euphonious as 
tho present name, but it is more suggestive to the hungry 
traveller. However, it is a jolly tavern, and we gather 
around tho table and proceed to demolish about tho best 
beefsteak I have ever tackled. As they say in Western 

arlance, it goes to the spot. If Shakespeare lived on such 
eefstoak as this, no wonder that he produced such glorious 

poetry. Beefsteak is much better than Bacon, I think, for 
Shakespeare poetry.

After the pleasant festivities of tho table, we visit the 
Memorial Theatre, Library, and Picture Gallery. This pile 
of buildings will always bo connected with the name of
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Charles Fowler, who gave the grounds and worked energeti
cally for its completion. Within is a large library devoted 
entirely to Shakespeare—his works printed in almost every 
language. In the last report is noted a donation of books in 
the Cingalese. In the picture gallery are portraits of actors 
and actresses in their great Shakespearean characters, and 
engravings and paintings of many of the famous scenes in 
the poet’s plays. We climb the tower, whence there 
a vast and beautiful view of the city and surrounding 
country. In April, the month of Shakespeare’s birth, the 
theatre is open, and the best dramas of English literature 
are produced. There is generally a fortnight’s festivities, 
and it is a wonderful occasion for the lovers of Shakespeare. 
From the building we pass forth into the gardens alongside 
the Avon, where one can sit for hours and watch the ever- 
changing prospect and the varying faces of people from alli>arts of the world, who come to see the memorials of 
ingland’s greatest glory.

Thence I go to the grammar school where Shakespeare 
learned “  a little Latin and less Greek.” This school and 
the guild were in existence in the fourteenth century. The 
long room on the ground floor was the Guildhall. This hall 
is interesting from the fact that it was the scene of dramatic 
representation in the poet’s youth. John Shakespeare, the 
poet’s father, greatly encouraged the drama while mayor. 
This was when Willie was about five years old. Does it not 
seem probable that the child’s imagination was fired by 
witnessing these performances 1 Here is the Latin school
room in which the poet received his classical education, and 
the very desk is shown at which he used to study. Shake
speare went to school until his fifteenth year, when reverses 
in his father’s estate caused him to be taken out to work on 
the farm. Still he might have been fitted for the university 
while in school. The school dates from Edward VI., and the 
opportunities for instruction were quite favorable. At the 
time of Shakespeare’s youth children were sent to the 
English schools at the age of five, and at seven they 
commenced the study of Latin, the regular course taking 
about ten years, so that boys usually left school for 
university studies at the age of fifteen. Among the books 
read were those of A2sop, Ovid, Virgil, Terence, Cicero, 
Horace, and Seneca. Shakespeare might have been familiar 
with all these authors when he left Avon. He had good 
opportunities for a classical education, much more than 
Ben Jonson gives him credit for. There is not a particle of 
classical scholarship displayed in Shakespeare’s poems that 
he could not have acquired before he was fifteen years old.

From the grammar school we turn our steps to the New 
Place, where Shakespeare passed the last years of his life. 
Alas ! the house where Shakespeare lived is gone; only the 
foundation is left. It was a clergyman who cut down 
Shakespeare’s favorite mulberry-tree in the garden, and 
also demolished the house itself in 1759. He left Stratford 
immediately, amid the curses of the inhabitants. The New 
Place is, at present, a beautiful garden, with many lovely 
flowers and smooth greensward, and the old stump of the 
mulberry-tree, which still produces some leaves, and is now 
carefully guarded from the ravages of time and clergymen.
I suppose the modern elegance ot the place gives but little 
idea of what it was in Shakespeare’s time, seeing that the 
building itself is obliterated ; but here is the soil on which 
Shakespeare trod when he rested from his labors, and here 
was the serene ending of a most wonderful life. Shake
speare’s mind was so full in all directions ; it was in such 
exquisite harmony with nature and equipoise with all life, 
so calm and deep, that he needed no outward pomp for the 
expression of his genius, no palace, no “ golden round,” only 
the sweet felicity of flowers and grass and the summer’s sky. 
The greatness of Shakespeare is shown in the placidity of 
his closing years.

Returning to “ The Swan’s Nest,” we cross over the Avon 
by the old Clopton bridge. This is built of stone, and very 
old stone too. It was the work of Sir Hugh Clopton, Lord 
Mayor of London, in the reign of King Henry the Seventh.
It is 376 yards in length, and has fourteen principal arches.
It is even for to-day an admirable structure. The building 
of a bridge like this at so early a date shows the importance 
of Stratford. In 1643 the Queen of Charles the First, 
Henrietta Maria, having to stay in Stratford, chose New 
Place as her residence. She was entertained by Shake
speare’s daughter for three weeks during these troublous 
times.

1 did not have an opportunity to visit the cottage of 
Mary Arden at Wilmcote. Mary was the youngest daughter 
of Robert Arden, esquire of Warwickshire. Her marriage 
portion was fifty acres of arable land, six of meadow, and a 
right of commonage, which was considerable property for 
that age. Her father’s family must have been cultivated 
and well-to-do. In 1557 sho married John Shakespeare. In 
1564 the poet was born.

Mary Arden must have been a beautiful woman, with 
good blood and good brain and a happy genius. From her 
motherhood came the crowning glory of the human race.
In the temple of her body nature breathed its divinest 
melody, and the “ miracle of birth ” revealed its most 
wondrous joy. i

The Shakespeare day is accelerating its close to the 
Secular Pilgrim. The golden sunlight is over all the 
beautiful c ity ; over the broad meadows and winding 
stream ; over the stately church and loveliness of the quiet 
graveyard ; over the lowly birthplace, and the gardens and 
paths of immortal love ; over the sweet cottages and the 
embowering roses; over the forests thrilling with romance 
like those of Arden itself; over the Memorial building, and 
the Fountain, and the bright dwellings where modern 
luxuriance seems to drop like a jewel into the misty past 
and melt in the mild radiance of antiquity. Beautiful 
scene ! and in this enchanting hour of mingling day and 
night, the chambers of the brain all crowded with imageries 
of Shakespeare, and the heart filled with unutterable 
emotions as the voices of the ages seem to call in tenderest 
music—in this resplendent evening we glide over the 
bosom of the river Avon. We see the fishermen along 
the banks ; the boys in bathing ; the boats sweeping past; 
the dimpling waters whispering to the shores. There are 
the willows and the rushes; the leafy beds of osiers ; the 
mossy stone steps; the little bird on its precarious perch 
swaying almost to the water as it poises to take flight again; 
the green meadows and blue hills in the dim distance; the 
cattle coming to drink, or standing in the shallow water; 
the hedgerows and the flowers reflected in the glassy depths ; 
the buds of the water lily, and the tiny water-rat plunging 
in and leaving a bubble or two on the placid surface; tall 
poplars and elms that fringe the bank, and flowers—the 
flowers of Shakespeare. Think of them all—the daffodils, 
the violets, the primroses, the cowslips, the Mary-buds, the 
honey-suckle, the pansies, and columbine. Do we not hear 
the song 1—

When daisies pied, and violets blue,
And lady-smocks all silver white,

And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue 
Do paint the meadows with delight.

And so, with the rhythm of the poet vibrating in the 
mind, and the river flowing musically along as it flowed 
centuries ago, when

Sweetest Shakespeare, fancy’s child,
Warbled his native wood-notes wild,

dreamily we voyage the Avon, while the sunset light is 
flushed with the emerald hues of leaf and grass, dancing far 
as the eye can range to some Orphic harmony ; and then 
our songs break forth, songs of native land, songs of freedom 
and of humanity; and from the opulent past, where man 
has blazoned his magnificent genius from nature’s burning 
heat, we look into the future with hope born of a thousand 
years of toil, and in the splendor of Shakespeare’s genius 
and the splendor of his native soil we see all life enriched, 
all work made glorious, and the thought and heart of man 
triumphant. Sam uel  P. P utnam .

A CHINESE MANDARIN ON 
MISSIONS.

CHRISTIAN

M e . C. P. H odges, who, despite his English name and birth, isa 
Mandarin of the Crystal Button and a leader of the Chinese 
in Australia, writes to the Melbourne Herald on the subjec 
of the late outrages, which, he says, the Chinese of the colony 
unanimously regret. He points out that four hundred 
millions of people must not be considered responsible l?r 
the doings of some thousands of fanatics. He notes that in 
China the religion and the State are so bound together that 
Christianity in antagonising the one inevitably touches tn 
other. The missionaries are, he says, subverters of tn 
nation. He asks : ‘ 'Suppose a society of Chinese males an̂  
their wives and some single women, all worthy person?) 
should essay in Melbourne to convert such as they could 
the doctrines of Confucius. They obtain access, or, to m°r 
correctly illustrate the case, gently force themselves in  ̂
people’s houses and induce women to leave their 
thus outraging a strong prejudice rooted by custom a“  
education. For, according to Chinese usages, a worn 
cannot receive anything from the hand of a man unless 
be husband or son, and then not in the presence of stranger , 
even in her own house. Straightway, as the proclamati 
of the Vegetarians set forth, there is discord ; ‘ a man is 
at variance with his father, and the daughter against ^ , 
mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-ia • 
Carried to the extent thus, as in some places in China, w i ,, 
would be the result of such injudicious meddling he ' 
Why, without an executive power able to protect them, 
the violence of Kucheng would be enacted in Little Bour
street.” . nec0

Such a parallel he shows is insufficient, because ^ ,e ŷ 
politics and religion are built on filial piety. On the '  •
threshold of the new faith the Chinese are asked to acc .r( l „ „  , , , , “  m e  c m i i c *  a n ,  » i c u  - -
they are told that a man must leave his father and motner 
and cleave to his wife. Their answer is- “ They which 
commit such things are worthy of death.” The sayings ot
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Christ, “ Woman, what have I to do with thee?’ “ Let the 
dead bury the dead,” and “ Except a man hate father and 
mother he cannot be my disciple,” seem to the Chinese 
subversive of the true foundations of society, and to take 
children away from their natural guardians to teach them 
such doctrines they regard as the height of impiety.

It i3 clear, from a published letter of one of the victims, 
that the question of th< marriage of believers with un
believers has been raisei and settled adverse to family 
considerations. As the importance of succession rests on 
the side of the sons, so there are matters of only secondary 
importance affected by the disposal of the daughters, if 
indeed they can be deemed secondary. Any interference 
with the customs of this religious and domestic rite would 
arouse strong feelings of resentment. Mandarin Hodges 
says Europeans wish to force their way into China, 
oblivious that they thus force natives out. The un
reasonable hostility to the Chinese in foreign lands is 
beginning to have effect. Millions of them have returned 
to China with one unvarying tale. The Christians treat them 
as enemies, while pretending that God has made of one 
blood all nations.

C H R I S T .

T hus said the Christian’s Christ: “ To me 
A better lo'm shalt thou extend

Than that thou giv’st in full degree 
To father, mother, friend.”

Through the sweet love of wife and child,
The love that softens human need,

A man with God is reconciled 
If God be God indeed.

But if through love so freely spent 
He cannot reach God’s love and grace,

Shall he not then be well content 
With that which fills its place 1

For greater love can none possess
Than that which goes by friendship’s name ;

The love of God must needs be less,
If it be not the same.

From the best passions of the heart,
From love most god-like and benign,

This Christ hath set himself apart,
And is no more divine.

He is as one who should remove
Man’s faith by preaching faith abroad :

“ Lo, I am love, who know not love ;
God is n o t: I am God.”

P yrites.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

What are you going to preach about to-morrow asked 
a minister’s wife of her husband. “ I am going to preach 
j ’out female vanity.” “ You will have to select some other 
l°pic. Pm going to wear my new dress and hat.”

Rev. Dr. Steenthly—“ Yes, my beloved hearers, money is 
me root of all evil. And now a collection will be taken to 
.Qake up the arrears in your pastor’s salary. The Lord 
°Veth a cheerful giver.”

Hie new minister had arrived at Deacon Clover’s house, 
“ nd was to remain a few days. When the evening was far 
.Pent, the dominie was escorted to his bedroom by the 
macon, who said, as he opened the door to the rather small 
“Raim ent: “ This, Dr. Fourthly, is the prophet’s chamber.” 
8e ■k’" rfiPbed the clergyman, as he surveyed its circum- 

ribed dimensions, “ it must have been one of the minor 
pr°phets.”

^  was the custom of a certain clergyman to point his
a^mons with either “ Dearly beloved brethren,” or “ Now, my 
tj”lr brothers,” until one day a lady member of tlmcongrega-

to this, and asked him why lie always 
< V T wl w  the gentlemen and never to the ladies. “ My 
J J\r mdy,” said his reverence, “ the one embraces the other. ’ 

dy—-“ But not in the church.”
0t. Relish Jew was admitted to heaven for his piety, but, 
So Tenkteri"S, be took his seat in a corner and wept bitterly ; 

, chovah asked him the cause of his despondency, to which

n„n Wok exception
C î ed to the Kent
R^dy-

¡^repliedM . .. that, although he himself'had scrupulously
served the law of Moses, yet he considered himself un- 

■ ■ * 1 “ on account ofhf'Why to sit with the righteous in heaven
al, ’ ‘ onatural son,” who had become a Christian. Is that 
Pcncq^wered Jehovah. “ Why, the very same thing hap-

tó me.”

B O O K  C H A T .

The Structure and Authorship of the New Testament, by I. 
Panin (Grafton, Mass.), is an attempt to make out that the 
various writings received as canonical by the Christian 
Church, are really inspired by one mind, on account of 
certain arithmetical calculations discovered in them. Thus 
the author says : “ The whole vocabulary of Matthew has 
1656 words, or twenty-three seventy-twos, of which the first 
seventy-two is thus assigned to this genealogy.” Wonderful! 
Mr. Panin founds his conclusions on the text of Westcott 
and H ort; but, if he had taken other texts, he would have 
had to make different calculations, and would doubtless 
have come to equally wonderful conclusions. Mr. Panin 
convinced himself by his method that Westcott and Hort 
are wrong in rejecting the last twelve verses of Mark, and 
the story of the woman taken in adultery. It seems to us 
his method is hardly sane, and his conclusions are valueless. 
We find that in his appendix, on page 67, he has to admit that 
a statement on page 42 “ proves to be incorrect.” We think 
Mr. Panin might do well to consult some friends before he 
issues further publications impugning the conclusions of the 
critics. * * *

F. M. Holland has, in Open Court, a good sketch of 
Frances Wright, one of the pioneers of women’s rights and 
Freethought in America. Mr. Holland says: “ Her ablest 
book, published in 1822, and entitled A Few Days in Athens, 
is a complete vindication of the life and teachings of 
Epicurus against slanders not yet extinct. She shows how 
plainly he distinguished between pleasure and vice; her 
style is that of a novelist, and she draws a charming 
portrait of herself as one of the disciples of a philosopher 
who has been sadly misunderstood.” The work is published 
by Mr. Forder, with an Introduction on the Epicurean 
Philosophy, and a sketch of the life of the authoress by J M. 
Wheeler.

* * *

Mr. Holland thus concludes his estimate of Frances 
Wright: “ Her influence in destroying intolerance and 
slavery, as well as in reforming education, was very great, 
and we can feel sure of the fulfilment of her generous wish, 
published in the Free Inquirer, on August 12, 1829 : ‘ Let 
Death conquer my memory, and let the world preserve 
those principles which it is the object of my life to 
establish.’ ”

* * *
In the same number of Open Court is an interesting 

account of “ Christening in Cyprus,” supplied, from a 
private letter, by Mr. M. D. Conway. The infant in 
Cyprus is plunged naked three times, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Ghost, into hot oil and water in a round 
copper which served as font. Then three locks of the 
baby’s hair are cut off, with a new pair of scissors, in the 
name of the Trinity, and cast into the font. We suppose 
this is dispensed with in the case of a bald baby ; or do they 
wait till the hair grows 1 This done, a cross with blue 
ribbon is put round its neck, and, the devils thus exorcised 
and propitiated, the child becomes a Christian.

*  *  *

It must not be supposed, from the advocacy by Sir 
Douglas Galton of the “ meteorite hypothesis,” that therefore 
the Nebular Hypothesis, first put forward by La Place and 
endorsed by Herschel and Herbert Spencer, is defunct. On 
the contrary, an elaborate defence of The Nebular Theory in 
Relation to Stellar, Solar, Planetary, Cometary, and Geological 
Phenomena, by William Ford Stanley, F.R.A.S., is this year 
published by Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner, and Co.

* * *
Mr. B. Dobell, 77 Charing Cross-road, announces as in the 

press Gluck and the Opera by Ernest Newman, Human 
Documents by Arthur Lynch, and Like Stars That Fell by 
Geoffrey Mortimer.

* * *
Mind and Motion and Monism, the last work of the late 

George John Romanes, is announced by Longmans, Green, 
ct Co.

* * *
The Open Court Publishing Co., of Chicago, announces 

for publication early in October a collection of popular 
sketches of the religious and secular history of Israel, by 
Professor C. H. Cornill, one of the foremost orthodox autho
rities on the Old Testament history in Europe; Post- 
Darwinian Questions, the second part of the late Professor 
George J. Romanes’s Darwin and After Darwin; and The 
Primary Factors of Organic Evolution, by Professor E. D. 
Cope.

A lively discussion on the Biblical aspect of the Temper
ance question has been going on in the Kirkintilloch II < raid. 
Such discussions do a great deal of good, and the con
tortions of the numerous advocates of Bible temperance are 
certainly amusing,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us hy first post on Tuesday, and 
he marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Foresters’ F all (Clerkenweil-road, E.O.) : 7.30, Charles Watts, 

“ The Bible and Dramatic Literature.”
Battersea Secular Hall  (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

conclusion of debate between Stanley Jones and Cyrus Symons on “ The 
Soul and ¡Science.” Tuesday, at 8, social gathering. Thursday, at 8, 
business meeting.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
Dr. A. A. Bsale, “  Health and its Morals.”

P exton Hall (81 Pentonville-road) : 7, Joachim Kaspary, “ Humani- 
tarianism.”

W est S am S ecular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 
G. C. H. Carter, ‘ ‘ The Moral Value of the Apostles’ Creed.”

West London Branch (“ Sun in Splendor,” Portobello-road, 
Netting Hill Gate) : Tuesday, at 8.30, business meeting.
• Wood Green (Masonic Hall, adjoining the Nightingale Hotel, High- 
street) : 7.30, G. W. Foote, “ Life, Death, and After.”

Open-A ir  Propaganda .
B attersea P ark  Gates : 11.30, debate between Stanley Jones and 

Cyrus Symons (Unitarian) on “ The Soul and Science” ; 3, a lecture. 
Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Christianity and

Evolution.”
Clsrkenwell Green : 11.30, R. Forder will lecture. (Collection for 

L.S.F.)
D eptford Broadw ay  : 6.30, a lecture. Thursday, at 8, C. James will

lecture.
Hyde Pa r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 and 3.30, S. E. Easton will 

lecture.
Old Pimlico P i e r : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Jews on the March.” 

(Annual collection for the Freethinkers’ Benevolent Fur.d.)
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey will 

jecture. Thursday, at 8, C. Cohen, a lecture.
COUNTRY.

B irmingham  (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, C. Cohen, “ The 
French Revolution—Part III., Daybreak” ; 8 “ An Hour with the 
Devil 7, “  What Think Ye Of Christ ?” At 5, Tea and social gathering.

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) : 7, business meeting— 
election of secretary.

C hatham Secular H all  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 2.45, 
Suneay-f chool.

Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place): 6.45, A paper. 
Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion 

cia3 —J. Cowie, “ Tolstoi on the Church and State” ; 6.80, Neuron, 
“ Binle Fictions and Malay Archipelago Facts.”

L eicester Secular Hall (Humb-rstone G it:) : 11. Touzeau Parris, 
“ Some Bible Symbols: Their Origin and Meaning” ; 6.30, “ Man: 
Whence he Comes and How.”

L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 11, Quarterly meeting 
of Tontine Society ; 7. Ernest Newman,“ The Re-union of Christendom.” 

Manchester Secular H all (Rusholme-road, A11 Saints) : 6 30, 
John Biriow, “ The Great Revolution of 1905.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-st-eet, near 
Grey’s monument): 7, R. Mitchell will lecture.

S heffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockirgham-street) : 
3, A Competent Scientific Gentleman, “  The Evidence for Evolution 7, 
“ Animals and Plants : their Relationship ” (with lantern illustrations).

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King street) : 
7, Captain W. B. Duncan, “  The Globular Theory.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street) : 6.30, “ Secularism.”
Open-A ir  P ropaganda.

Derby (Maiket-place) : 10.45, W. Briggs, “ Secularism and Monarchy.” 
Newcastle ON-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, R. Mitchell, “ The Bible and 

Science.”
SouTn SniELDi (Market Placo) : 3, T. Thompson, “ A Rationalistic 

View of Historic Christianity.’ "

L ectu rers ’ E n ga g em en ts .
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E —October 6 

Birmingham ; 13, Leicester ; 20, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 23 and 24, Chester- 
le-Street; 27. Newcastle-on-Tyne; 28 and 29, Stockton-on-fees; 31, 
Blackburn. November 1, Blackburn ; 3, Sheffield; 4, 5, and 6, Barnsley ; 
10, Foresters’ Hall, London ; 17 and 21, Bradford. December 1, 6, and 0, 
Edinburgh ; 8, Glasgow ; 15, Blackburn.

Stanley Jones, 62 Divenant-road, Holloway. London, N.—October 6 
m. and e. Battersea ; 7, Edmonton : 13, Pimlico Tier ; 14, Edmonton ; 20 
and 27, Kmgsland.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—October 6, 
Camberwell; 20, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith
_ 1 ouzf.au P arris, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, London, W.— 
October 6, Leicester; 13 and 20, Wood Green; 27, Foresters’ Hall. 
November 3, Newcastle-on-Tyne.S-^ ^ T O X , the Peoples Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 

Somerset House).—TEE HI on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two bonrs 
It you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7a. 64. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction, 
la. ; painless by gas, 5s.

Darwin Made Easy. By Dr. Edward B. Aveling, Follow of the 
London University. This is the best popular exposition of 
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman (Atheist 
Brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by George 
.Jacob Holyoake, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. 
1?. 6d.

London. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

64 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,

THE

HALL OF SCIENCE 
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A

FULL A N D  TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

“ T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”
E d it e d , w it h  I n tr o d u c tio n , 

ry

G. W . FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

302 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post free,FLOWERS OF FREETH0UGHT
[S econ d  Series]

BY

G. W.  FOOTE.

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God’s Day
Professor Stokes on Im

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
Bradlaugb’s Ghost. 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S’w’elp me God 
Infidel Homes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
Pious Puerilities 
“ Thus Saith the Lord ” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

Co n t e n t s :—

Christianity it Slavery 
Christ Up to Date 
Secularism and Chris

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A Lost Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

An Easter Egg for 
Christians

Down Among the Dead 
Men

Smirching a Hero 
Kit Marlowe and Jes«3 

Christ
Jehovah the RipP®r . 
The Parson’s Living 

Wage k.
Did Bradlaugh Back 

slide ? . n
Frederic Harrison 

Atheism 
Save the Bible 1 
Forgive and Forget 
The Star of Bethlehem 
The Great Ghost 
Atheism and the Fre 

Revolution 
Pigottism 
Jesus at the Derby
Atheist Murderers
A Religion forE u n n f3

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W orks by  Colonel R. G. Ingersoll*

S o m e  M i s t a k e s  o f  M o s e s .
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Co’enso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d.

D e f e n c e  o f  F r e e t h o u o h t . 
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T h e  G o d s . 6 d .
R e p l y  t o  G l a d s t o n e . With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R o m e  o r  R e a s o n  1 A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  C r i m i n a l s .
3d.

O r a t i o n  o n  W a l t  W h i t m a n .
3d.

O r a t i o n  o n  V o l t a i r e . 3 d . 
A b r a h a m  L i n c o l n . 3 d . 
P a i n e  t h e  P i o n e e r . 2 d . 
H u m a n i t y 's  D e b t  t o  T h o m a s  

Paine. 2d.
E r n e s t  R e n a n  a n d  J e s u s  

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l i g i o n . 2 d .
T h e  T h r e e  P h i l a n t h r o p i s t s .

2d.
L o v e  t h e  R e d e e m e r . 2 d .
Is S u i c i d e  a  S i n ? 2 d .
L a s t  W o r d s  o n  S u i c i d e . 2 d .

3od and TnE State. 2d. « 
Wh y  am I  an Agnostic

Part I. 2d. „ouTlC ?
W lIY  AM  I  A N  AONOSTI

Part II. 2d. to
Faith  and  F act . Reply 

Dr. Field. 2d , „j>1y
3 od and  M a n . S e c o n d  r e p u  

to Dr. Field. 2d. -
D ie D yin g  C reed . ’ i0n. 
D ie L imits o f  T oler „  p.

A Discussion with the L  '¿ford-
Coudert and Gov. S. L.W
2d. -pi.jTlL

The H ousehold of t

2d.2d.
Ve t  a n d  M o r a l i t y .^ 
Jo I B l a s p h e m e ?

2<b A»

’ h e  C lf.r g y  a n d
Sense. 2d.

So c i a l  S a l v a t i o n . 
iI a r b i a g e  a n d  D i v o r
Agnostic’s View. 2d.

(HULLS. 2 d . id .
’ h e  G r e a t  M i s t a k e , 
h v e  T o p i c s , i d .  i d .  
J y t i i  a n d  M i r a c l e - 
I e a l  B l a s p h e m y . id .
Ie p a i r i n o  t h e  I 0 0 ” ' '  id - 
Ju r i s t  a n d  M i r a c l e ^  id

London : B. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-street, E.C.
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MESSRS. FRANCIS E. WOOD&CO. arc supplying Good I'arlor 
Coal suitable for all purposes, at 10s. Gd. per Ton. Hot Kitchen 
Coal, 14s.

R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good.”
w. J. Ramsey writes : “ I am well sati.-fied with your Parlor Coal.”
Miss Yance says : “ They are excellent.”

Orders to 206 York-road, King’s Cross. Depots all over London. 

Price Is., post free,

SATIRES AND PROFANITIES
BY

JAMES THOMSON (B.Y.)
( Author o f  “  The City o f  Dreadful Night ” ) .

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.”
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O  E X  G R A N G E .

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Fordor.

MASONIC HALL, HIGH STREET, WOOD GREEN, N.
(Adjoining Nightingale Hotel.)

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY, WOOD GREEN BRANCH.

A COURSE OF LECTURES
Under the auspices of the above. to be delivered on the following dates 

at 7.30 p.m. :—
Sunday, October G—Mb . G. W. FOOTE, “ Life, Death, and After.”
Sunday, October 13—Mb. TOUZEAU PARRIS, “ The Certainties of 

Religion Worthless.”
Sunday, October SO—Me. TOUZEAU PARRIS, “ Some Bible Symbols, 

their Origin and Meaning.”
Sunday, October 27—Mb . R. FORDER, “ Who is the Devil? What is 

ihe Devil ? and Where is the Devil ?”

A dmission by T icket Only . To be obtained of John Wood 
Secretary, 71 Gladstone-avenue, Wood Green.

Tickets, Gd. Deserved Seats, Is.
Course Tickets fo r  Last Three Lectures, Is. Gd. and Is.Y/orks by G. W. Foote.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture,

ABOUT
the holy bible

Price S ixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

T RUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
fayet, with portrait and autograph, bound in doth, gilt Uttered. 

Price It., putt frie.
j, **.In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
*t n* lmI,ortan‘ parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 

one penny post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet far distribution Is. 
1 «Men post free.
Pam ^ , at*onat Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’ 
Main, -t . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
(e ]. husian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 

A1 . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
"ati ■ *an caU3e an<* t0 human well-being generally is just his combi- 
heedf *n k*3 PamPhlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
can h °r famiT  limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
1,.7, secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 

possible prices.”
other Pouncil ot the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and 

Th8 have also spoken of it in very high terms.
0(j e itado supplied by R. Former, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 

r orders should be sent to the author.
.''^H O LM E S , HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

J. Rendell's “  Wife’s Friend
Ahk.hJhtOhded by Mrs. Besant in Law o f Population, p. 32, and Dr. 
OhLj“  in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. P ullen, 15 
quaa,■oil-street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 

ues). For particulars send stamped envelope.
W  I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
ttie of useless imitations substituted by tome dealers and chemists, 
^Usihl liendoll <Si Oo. ” and “  J. ft'. Rendall ” being speciously and 

^V introduced to deceive the public.
Look for A utograph R egistered T rade Mark

JJ

No. 182,68S.

?
o

l i i  ON EACH B O X , WITHOUT WHICH NONE ARE GENUINE
Ä n Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 33. fid., 4a. fid., 
p ‘ Dr- Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound. Is. 2d.

lu s Quinine Powders, 3s. p. r doz. All prices post free.“ p v.uinine rowders, 3s. p« r doz. a h  prices puoi*
' WENDELL, IS C hadw ell-st., C lerkenw ell, E.C,

Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in 
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First. Series. 128 pp., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old Man. An 

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Bosant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfino paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
Will Christ Save Us ? A  Thorough Examination of the Claims 

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.
A  Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of 

Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Inger3ollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into tho Mental 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magoe on 

tho Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
Tho Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Muruli. Id.
Tho Dying Atheist. A Story, id.
Tho Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A  Lie

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky. 

2d.
The Shadow of tho Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on 

War. 2d.
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho People, 

and what tho People do for Royalty. 2d.
Bible Romances. Now Edition. Kovised and largely re-written. 

(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo and tho Apple, Id.; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id .; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id .; (5) Tho T o v , cr of Babel, Id .; 
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) The Ton Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandering 
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A  Virgin 
Mother, Id.; (14) Ttio Resurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Crucifixion, 
Id.; (1G) John’s Nightmare, Id.

London : Iv. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-strcct, IiC.
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FOR LADIES’ WINTER DRESSES.

This Cloth has been our leading Winter Dress 
Material for four years. Thousands of ladies 
have tried it, and, so far as we know, everybody 
has been satisfied. One lady last winter sold 
thirty-five Dress Lengths among her friends.

LOT 11
CONTAINS

1 pa ir of All-Wool Blankets 
1 pa ir of Bed Sheets.
1 Quilt,
1 Table-cloth.

In spite of wool having gone up very much 

in price, we sell at the old figure,

IN  ALL TH E F A SH IO N A B L E  SH AD ES. 
P L A IN  COLORS.

Price—

9s. 6d. per Dress Length
till the end of September, as an advertisement. 
After that date, 10s. 6d. per dress length.

C A R R I A G E  PAI D.

THINK OF THE COLD W EATHER AND THINK 
OF LOT 11.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.
HEADY ON MONDAY. ORDER AT ONCE.

Trice Gd., by post 7id.,

The Agnostic Annual for 1896.
Balfour’s “  Foundations of Belief” : An Agnostic Rejoinder. By 

S. Laing.
Agnosticism and its Equivalents. By Amos Waters.
The Man, Christ Jesus : The Germ of the Christian Myth. By J. 

Allanson 1’icton.
l ’syche : A Poem. By W. Stewart Ross (Saladin).
Mind as Controlled by Matter. By Constance E. Plumptrc.
The Faiths of Our Forefathers. By Charles Watts.
An Agnostic View of Theism and Monism. By R. Bithell, B.Sc., 

PhD.
The Old Testament Library. By F. J. Gould.
Immortality. By W. A. Leonard.
•The Physiological Bias of Religious Leaders. By Furneaux 

Jordan, F.R.C.S.
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Now Ready, CHEAP EDITION o f

CHARLES BRADLAUGH:
A  RECORD OF H IS  L IF E  A N D  WORK.

By bis Daughter, H ypatia BiiADLArnir Bonner. With an Account cf 
his Parliamentary Struggle, bis Politics, and bis Teachings, 

by J ohn J1 R obertson.
In 2 vols , demy 8vo, cloth, piice 7s.

A. & II. Bradlaugh Bonner, 1 and 2 Took's-court, Cur&itor-street, E.C.

Just published, price Id., by post ljd .,

DISCREDITABLE TACTICS OF CHRISTIAN 
DISPUTANTS.

B y C H A R L E S  W A T T S .

Lon Ion : Watts & Co , 17 John-inn’s-court, Flootstroot, E.G.

T| O IKEETHINKERS.— Ladicsand Gentlemen requiring
I SUPERIOR CUT OAumeNTS at moderate p n e e . X h S  

S y e and Fit Guaranteed- H .  HAMPTON, Artiste I’ailor, 14 Great

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
6J-;

For Postal Order for is.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—io  a.m. to I f.m ., ios.
6p.m. to 8 p.m., js . Patients Visited.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. ------------------ Te, tn.
Contains Articles on Management o f Infancy, Health, I,oncevuy,  ̂l’.e.„«sUP*' 
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, ' an«i 
tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervou»ne>s, Coup yVoi n‘s» 
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, I ape 
The Itch, etc. i

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for W. 2 ° ^
Contains Articles on The Healing Power o f Nature, Urine, Saline Staryan^vJCC 
Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, ctLA»|l0opin  ̂
for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles,_ Scarlet ** ver< j  Legs 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodle96ness, Diarrhoea, Ulcera 
Tumours, etc. j

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for >*•* r „-
Contains Articles on No More Death, Management o f Young Chi Qne 
suspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to .fu| 

Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become *>ea .Hundred
Attractive,

come * MrepinfS*’
_________ On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, * fever*
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens,
Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced 
Mercury.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. ’
Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork. Sugar and1* Arsenic*. 
Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Kn» • pjns an* 
Poisoning, Tonics. Against Stimulants in Disease, about SwallowingpeCjjcuh  ̂
other Articles. Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Bac • ^  Quin̂ r* 
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsili'1 . mjc 
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Lp 
enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for ^  fo,
Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use an<̂ , 
the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding. Felon or Whitio * :
Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose. Flushing * . ¿yes ? 
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Venn*11“*’
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Bio *
Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc. j fret.

Tlit Five Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., P° ^ ^ nCf t0
For Postal Order for is. id .—An EycH YG IEN IC M EDICIN E

Drug Takers. .
R H EU M A TISM : ITS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for7d- 
D IE T  AND DIG ESTION . Post free for 7d.
C O N SU M PT IO N : ITS N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d. tal 0 rd 

All these Books, bound in One Vol., post fr e e , 9s. 6d. Send tS. id*
TH R EK  PAM PH LETS FOR YOUNG M EN. For Postal Order 
A LOOK FOR M A R R IE D  W OM EN. For Postal Order for

A ll communications to be addressed to—
DR. T. R. ALLINSON,

4  Spanish -place, M anchester-square, Londo

I ’ rirçtîd ami Puliliahed b y  G . W . F o o t e , at 28 Stonecut 
L ondon , C 0 .

ter-*1*®3*':


