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MR. PUTNAM’S FAREWELL.

ibUiLYCh l *n I went down to Southampton with Mr. 
t^ A 08 meet Mr. S. P. Putnam, the President of

merican Secular Union, who had come over from the 
8ê at  ̂estern Republic to see this little isle set in the silver 
'vhi r d t0 sa ûte ^is Freethought comrades in the land 
tU ° Produced Thomas Paine and Charles Bradlaugh. On.
rst̂ rst Sunday in May I took the chair at Mr. Putnam’s 

chair.Gcture < on the first Sunday in September I took the«*. r • , _
, ° 1S ast ’ ecture- During the intervening four

•Un -S ^ad “ done” England and Scotland as few 
W fr* anS havo tho opportunity °f  “ doing” it in such a 

Ho had visited most of our principal cities,rief time.hom pj 
°ut fin 
«■nci,

y*nouth to Aberdeen; he had seen a great deal of 
and ho had inspected many places of 

auncientt-landSCa? es ’ <U1U I1U “
ĉ rch niS*;0r'C interest, from a crumbling old Durham 
asW stately fane of Westminster, where lie the' r\f i 1 l • ^oiu kings and warriors, and men of light andWd;n Ti °  — ■ -----------> -----  -----  — --o'-- -----
fofpfin̂ ’ wn°se names sparkle for ever like jewels on the
¡ng8 0|Cp°^ time. Ho had lectured to enthusiastic meet- 

freethinkers, and had everywhere been received
tafi ma ] °.st generous hospitality. And everywhere he 
Utike h ln °nds by his geniality, good-fellowship, and racy 
M - - -
aim
'f‘th Ug !|1)U,.nor; And when the last few days of his stay
•:m, as thrived, it was but fitting that we should entertain 
firmer • rit' shors love to entertain their friends, at a good 
tatter th''01 P î^ry dish of herbs which Solomon thought 
J'oal, aa a beefsteak with wrangling, but a real square 

„  P e and satisfactory, such as might prompt a manto say,
“ N

And la 11 f'i9 ttoc*8 uP°n the past have power.
' '  el] 'at la3 ^een *las been, and I have had my hour.”

eff^emberV^ner to ^ r- Putnam came oil’ on Wednesday,
St c°urse jiat Holborn Restaurant. The repast was,
6 aHby- at tR- ^ a  ̂ cnuici be desired. There is nothing
^f^'ive [V establishment. And tho company was repre-
}^e'v Were ^ Rurally, most of them were Londoners, but
('e'Vca$tl„ "l* from the country. Mr. Gilhespie came from U. T .. <e. anU ,r  . . .  Mj.

But 
Mr.

\Ve

Oe 1 Holy0'|ud Sidney Gimson from Leicester. 
I1,, " ’as „ ' fLe veteran, came up from Brighton, 
•f'vard o 0t the only 
'til.. U'UO „ /r^be

¡0

^  lo

veteran present. There was
a hero and a martyr of free speech, born

«e,
Se Atiri^ear as Mr. Gladstone. There was also Mr. , . PUUersrm „ ...... • . - , t i i _____’ " ’h,

U'ied enond f dmired Charles Bradlaugh, but he is broad-
1« ,  8“  to COntinilA Viia smrnnrt tn t.ho movement

tlj
\vh0seUlson> a rare mixture of shrewdness and benovo- 

memory goes back to the days of Robert Owen.

l’o>ri hew continue his support to the movement
5hr n§cr „ ônditions. Mr. Charles Watts belongs to a 

>"Ging th Utl° ' ’ ’ though time is thinning his locks and 
cni with grey, without quenching his eloquence

ors i S »*nij
8 his

C > c d

>n > >fr: he

I lre in debate. Mr. Touzeau Parris was there, cr„.'"vu witp ° rc!1 niind, his ready tongue, and his sagacity Jew ,'lry of *u s,? ’lcs. Mr. Robert Forder, tho faithful old ener( ,° ,. ati°nal Secular Society ; Miss Vance, his J>r ie°rd, wh0butlc c°Ueaguo; Mr. A . B. Moss and Mr. W. u efnre.fie] ,na"e fought so long and gallantly in the open ’'"hie w V '* '' dames Rowncy, who is winning laurels‘he,
"h(l ' Iare ; and last, but not least, my dear old 
of othe:svorker, Mr. J. M. Wheeler: all'thcso and 

'°. 7g^ met around the festive board, which was

graced by the presence of well-dressed, smiling ladies, who 
were brave enough to be Freethinkers. Mr. Putnam sat 
on my right, looking plumper and jollier, if that were 
possible, than when he landed on the shores of old 
England.

After the dinner came the speech-making. My own 
address as chairman was, I trust, suitable to the occasion. 
Mr. Ilolyoake followed in a speech marked by felicitous 
diction, and containing a highly-finished eulogy of Colonel 
Ingersoll, as well as a handsome tribute to Mr. Putnam. 
Mr. Sydney Gimson, who spoke for the provinces, was 
bright and telling. He also hoped that Colonel Ingersoll 
would come over to England, but, whether he came or not, 
tho Freethinkers of this country had learnt to admire and 
love Mr. Putnam for his own sake, and did not merely 
regard him as a John the Baptist to a Jesus Christ. Mr. 
Parris was wise and witty. His brief speech bristled with 
good points. Mr. Watts finished the flow of English 
eloquence with characteristic dignity, and then Mr. Putnam 
rose to respond to the toast of his health. The whole 
company rose with him and cheered him to the echo. It 
was impossible for flesh and blood to be unmoved at such 
a greeting. Mr. Putnam was visibly'’ affected, but his 
platform training served him in good stead, and he launched 
out into a really' brilliant speech, abounding in humor, 
pathos, and nervous eloquence. When he sat down tho 
applause was worth hearing. I only wish it could have 
been heard by our comrades in America.

Some music on the piano, a few capital songs, and an 
inimitably-rendered satirical reading by Mrs. Charles Watts, 
added to the general enjoyment. Finally, there came an 
impromptu addition to the official program. Mr. George 
Anderson proposed the health of the President of the 
National Secular Society', in a generous little speech, which 
was heartily applauded. After the President’s response, 
the company broke up with “  Auld Lang Syne.” Then 
came a lot of handshaking; in fact, it must have made Mr. 
Putnam sore for several days.

Mr. Watts and I spent Friday' evening with Mr. Putnam, 
and the next day Mr. 'Watts saw him off at Waterloo 
Station, I having to travel to Scotland.

Thus ends a most interesting episode in the recent history 
of the Freethought movement in England. Mr. Putnam has 
returned to the hand of his birth, but he has made an indelible 
impression upon the Freethinkers of England. They like 
his eloquence, and they love his personality. He carries 
with him their unanimous good-wishes. They hope he 
will live long to lead the army of Freethought in America, 
and they also hope he will come over again to old England. 
Whenever he comes he will find a host of eager hands 
stretched out in glad welcome. ( . -yy- yQQTE

After four months’ sojourn amongst us, Mr. Putnam 
sailed on Saturday last for New York, in the s.s. “  Paris.” 
With other friends I saw our friend off from Waterloo 
Station at 9".40. Mr. Foote, having to start for Glasgow, 
could not be at the station. At 12.30 I received the 
following telegram:— “ On board ‘ Paris.’ Good-bye. 
Freethought always.— S. P. P utnam .”

I am sure the readers of the Freethinker will wish our 
American visitor a safe and pleasant voyage. During his 
stay with us he has made many friends, who will be glad 
lo give him another welcome to old England.

Charles W atts.
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HUTTON ON HUXLEY.

T he article on Professor Huxley, by Richard Holt Hutton, 
editor of the Spectator, in the September Forum, seems to 
me remarkably like the dirge set up by the donkey over 
the dead lion. He was a mighty lion, but he never would 
listen to the donkey’s reasons, and when he encountered 
the donkey’s brethren he only tore them to pieces. Huxley, 
says Mr. Hutton, “  was undoubtedly a man of genius. But 
I doubt whether his speculative genius was as great as his 
genius for debate, for exposition, for attack and defence,” 
and so on. Hutton mot Huxley at the Metaphysical 
Society, and he says: “  I shall never forget the dismay 
with which many of us heard his paper on the question, 
‘ Has the frog a soul, and of what nature is that soul, sup
posing it to exist ?’ ” Ho pointed out that, if the frog has a 
soul at all, it must have two souls, for, if the spinal cord is 
divided, both parts exhibit the same kinds of purpose and 
action, though they do not co-operate. Mr. Hutton says: 
“  I need hardly say that the discussion on this paper was 
not very ‘ nutritive.’ ” Probably this was because the 
donkeys could not bo expected to see the lion’s drift.

Worse follows, for Mr. Hutton says : “ The real object 
of Huxley’s paper was to bewilder ” ; whereby Mr. Hutton 
writes his own name as fully.as ever Dogberry wished his 
to bo written. Huxley’s object, as a fool who was not an 
opponent might see, was to induce the members of the 
Metaphysical Society to think; to just consider the diffi
culties of their soul-tlieory in relation to a man with a 
broken spine, or a frog with a divided one. But they 
were sunk too deep in metaphysical mud to do aught but 
squirm, bewildered.

Mr. Hutton says :—
“  I remember another paper of his which was, I think, 

much less successful, as in it lie travelled a good way 
beyond the region where he was master of his ground. 
It was a paper, conceived in a very reverent and even 
tender spirit, stating his views very frankly, though 
with great delicacy, on the miracle of the Resurrection. 
His object was to show, and undoubtedly he did show, 
that the disciples of Christ had, and could have had, no 
physiological evidence that what we now mean by death 
had ever taken place in the body of our Lord at all.'1

As Mr. Hutton tells us afterwards that Huxley rejected 
the supposition that Jesus recovered in an ordinary way, 
and died a natural death after all, we doubt if. he saw 
Huxley’s real drift, which, I take it, was not to bewilder, 
but to suggest to the metaphysicians that they were dealing 
with a myth.

Mr. Hutton goes on to say :—
“ I do not suppose that any one—even if he held, as I 

do, that the Gospel of John is not less trustworthy, or 
is even more trustworthy, in its account of the historical 
facts [1] than any of the Synoptic Gospels—would deny 
this. It is perfectly evident that, if the supposition, that 
our Lord never died at the time when he was believed 
by the Church to have died, were otherwise tenable, we 
neither have, nor could have, any proof that death in 
the physiological sense had really taken place, since at 
that period the physiological evidences of death, as wo 
now understand them, were not formulated at all. But 
what Professor Huxley entirely ignored was the im
possibility of the supposition that our Lord could have 
recovered consciousness and the power of movement in 
the maimed and wounded condition in which the 
crucifixion had left Him, without his intimate friends 
and followers knowing perfectly well that He was 
corporeally, at the timo of His so-called resurrection, a 
mere resuscitated and helpless invalid, and that, if He 
subsequently lived, for a number of days or weeks, or 
months or years, on t his earth, and then died, the stress 
wh'.ch they laid on His resurrection was a mere fraud— 
a conviction that_would have put a final end to all that 
enthusiasm of faith on which the spread of His gospel 
wholly depended.”

Mr. Hutton apparently still cannot see that the object of 
Huxley’s paper was to show tho metaphysicians that they 
receive the central mystery of their faith on ovidenco which 
no one would think worthy of the name in scientific dis
cussion. He regards it as “  written to seize an opportunity 
for a very eloquent apology for the incredulity of men of 
science. I should say it probably proved this and some
thing more.

Air. Hutton says ho could never understand the rever
ence Professor Huxley expressed, and certainly felt, for 
Jesus of Nazareth. It would have been strange had it
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been otherwise. Air. Hutton asks: “ Did Jesus Chn» 
ever conceive the duty of scepticism as to the love an 
guardianship of God 1 And how, then, could Profes/ 
Huxley reverence so profoundly the man who taught tn 
creed most opposed to his own, that ‘ scepticism j3 111 
highest of duties, blind faith the unpardonable sin’ 1’

Is it so hard, then, to see that a person might b e /  
ideal of a bygone age and a bygone condition of socie 
without, therefore, being suitable as an ideal of our o "n. 
But if a Freethinker says a word for Jesus as a man, he1’ 
rushed upon to ask, How, then, can he deny that he tv 
God and turned devils into pigs 1

J. AI. W heeler.

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES NOT UNIQUE.

bni'1, 
an}' 

»s

In dealing with the principles of any system it is necossa i J 
to consider their probable value as guides in human 1 j 
It is assumed on behalf of Christianity that its nl®. 
principles arc unique,. and that they harmonise j'

knowledge. This is the leading p0bl j_e3 
taken by modern exponents of the alleged eviucrl .. 
for the ethical claims of Christianity. Now, we su 
that such claims arc mere assumptions, and that, m 
case, both cannot be logically maintained, inasmuc

iarmonise3 with progressive knowledge 0 
Rave something in common with it, and cannot there 

unique. Besides, before it is proved that Cm' ¡j 
principles are unique, it must bo shown they are urn1y 
others. But this is not so with the ethical princip1 . 
the New Testament, for no scholar questions, for a 
tho similitude existing between the teachings of 
for instance, arid those ascribed to Christ. Max ^  
remarks: “  Between the language of Buddha an ^  
disciples and the language of Christ and his apostlejjjjjist 
are strange coincidences. Even somo of the J,u 
legends and parables sound as if taken from jsted 
Testament, though we know that many of them 
beforo the beginning of the Christian era”

° ......................  -‘ The po>nts
i

lleligion, p. 113). Professor Beal observes : ‘• tnom - 
agreement between tho two are remarkable. 3 of
evidence we have goes to provo that the teac niirist'
Buddha were known in the East centuries bcfoic tbe
(History of Buddhism). It may also be mentioned 
claims now set up on behalf of Christ are very S1
those which were urged in

Cbr‘£unes y — -- t tB„
mentioned to

mry 3iml1 gelf- 
thc interest of Buddha. ,joD 

assertion ( “  I am the Light of tho world ” ), self-as® „ $6 
( “ unequalled in perfection”), being “ without 
possession of purity, and great personal ip*1u.  ̂ Jbe 
features ascribed to Buddha as well as to Chri ]0n2 
belief in the originality of the Gospel precepts  ̂ ^j^el* 
been abandoned, even by Christian writers, p i ' . ind 1 /  
acknowledges that tho doctrines of “ loveto G°( ndinclltS’ 
to man ” aro the compendium of the ten comma 
which existed long before his timo. . , to !?

The great consolidating power which is gu r /  
peculiar to Christianity is “  love for Christ. g a uni/j 
love for the originator of a system is by no mea pets0il\ 
feature of the Christian faith ; for the weigh! gr/  
influence has been visible in all the founders o j^ p o i'/f  
religions of the world. Here, however, a 
question arises : Does conduct, which is ^  m°r11 
personal attachment, indicate the highest 
Wo think not; for the ignorant and tho sa\ ye/^r

lu forgreat veneration for their religious heroe . 
nothing themselves to promote the general w® ‘ truth u 

' • the really moral man is lie who foil« jt t <
- moral course b e c a « ^ ^

opinion
its own sake, and pursues a 
to his own good and also to that of others 
of man is a nobler motive for good actions ̂  fos
Christ. This latter incentive is too frequ ^  
through a selfish desire for mere personal lC jnt° p#1 
imaginary future life. Conduct based uP,°” nCSi

The/;, for

1 - , » “ .y ;

^onaucu , g vay ijpi*
perception of right and justico may, and < ’ J3l1 ju'

1 by devotion to c n)orfl .do*that which is prompted by devotion 
Christ, Alohammcd, or Joseph Smith. I 
of the motive which springs 
for any religious leader may uu uou*—--- . (u...
In tho case of Jesus it has, in innumerable;  sllb j / j  sr*1

tfi vco/jts- 
from in d iscr im /1 jtf rc to

bo estimated / 1C03 J c
uuu ui w ou o  i. uuig, a.» ***** ' . .  gllM.

narrow-mindedness, bigotry, fanaticism, 1 .. cSg 
tho intellect, and a relinquishment of uian
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reliance. Of course there are many exceptions to these 
evil results of hero-worship; but the history of Christian 
theology affords ample proof that an impassioned love for 
fhe name of Jesus has allured millions of devotees from the 
Path of rationality, and placed them in the vortex of 
Uncontrolled enthusiasm. It was so with the fanaticism 
°f the seven crusades, the cruelties of the Inquisition, the 
persecutions of the Star Chamber, the slaughter of 
r rotestants in Paris in the fifteenth century ; and it is so 
fo-day in a lesser degree, as shown by the fanatical spirit 
°f the members of the Salvation Army, and other Christian 
sects of low intellectual calibre.

Another favorite claim that is put forward to prove that 
Christianity is unique is the teaching that God is one. 
put this idea did not originate with Jesus, for it was the 
Vlew entertained by the Jews long prior to the Christian 
era> Besides, the supposed followers of Christ profess to 
recognise in God three divisions—the Creator, the Redeemer, 

the Comforter, or, as the Prayer Book of the Church of 
England puts it, “  The Father uncreate, the Son uncrcate, 
ilnd the Holy Ghost uncreate.” It is true attempts are 
uuido to reduce these three to one, but it is sought to bo 

°ue only with the aid of a kind of arithmetic that is 
Peculiar to theology, and which would not be accepted in 
ank elementary educational institution of the country. 
' llR this does not divest Christianity of Dualism, for God 
,lnd the Devil yet remain, and the Evil One has by far the 
greater influence in the world, while his abode is more 
®asi]y found and more extensively patronised than the 
^°me of the “ most high” (Matthew vii. 13, 14). It is 

trther asserted, as a virtue of the Christian conception of 
0j > that it assimilates fresh elements from the discoveries 
q astronomy and biology. If this be so, the conception of 
q a must have been very different after the discoveries of 
^ JPcrnieus and Darwin to what it was before. One of 

8(3 conceptions must, therefore, have been wrong; and it 
Pi' y “ e fairly asked why God allowed a false conception of 

1 to obtain through lack of materials by which a correct 
0n® could be formed ?
& ‘ttally, we are confronted with the following query : 
}, 'r can wo account for the youthful, unlettered Jesus 

such profound views of God 1 Our answer is : 
ot’n ! t0Yer V3CWS Christ entertained of God—profound or 
to]detT lse—he found existing in his time. Then wo aro 
Phil A e outstr'PPecl nil the productions of the great 
nSse°sPPhic geniuses of the ancient world. This is an 
ĉ\v T°n ^estitute of proof. In fact, judging from the 

he [  ^estiunent, he did nothing of the kind, for much that 
inJ  credited with teaching is inferior to many of the 
C a t i o n s  of tho old philosophers. The morality of

in many importantT'st, ag J. s. Mill observes, ■ is,
incomplete and one-sided, and unless ideas and 
n°k sanctioned by it, had contributed to the 

Av°Ulcl (°n European life and character, human affairs 
(¿i7„,,.,„lav° been in a worse condition than they now aro ”

Put
U ? ’ p - 2 9 >lS \y/~vv.i.RT'thy of note that most of the ancient philosophersiDp. a . *«/ ouuio in v ou u i vuv (vuvivjiv |;uuu>Jupuoi kj

tan not ^  ,lpon t,̂ ° r’ght basis, which is its relation to 
lhis’ lifeU ° H od; they made its incentive good results in 
an°ther ’ MOt PoPe re"’urd or fear of punishment in 
t’ »lot iStid° of existence. Granted that their morality 
^\ist A COrilu universal, neither did the ethics taught by 
tgulE Ancient morality was effectual among those who 
V 0 lean ^ c ir  lives by i t ; what more could be expected ? 
Atl0 ' 11 ‘ com tho Gospels that the teaching of Jesus had 
A  nati0 n° cfIect upon his family, his fellow villagers, or 
> ;  j, ,.1: It failed to induce his relatives to believo in 

trutj not inspire his beloved disciple, Peter, to tell 
> i f i li(l ’ ,any more than it won to his belief those who 

> « l ly i  !!m- ^  is easy to say that the morality of Christ
VeH t0 1 'nenced all minds ; but it has never done so, and 
>U < 7  ^  krcat majority of tho human family aro 

A .e p tn e cte d  by it, while most of those who profess to 
pract' "  - • • -
lct is,
>wn 
ctioral

> e  nig [much of the superstition, of Christianity.
oubt. in onr mind, that Christian England

h

1 I'he f Poetically ignore its influence.
(1A  ls> with all the drawbacks of Pagan morality, it

¡ S h i
rnANe),,!!? a°nbt, in our mind, that Christ! 

nAd . tO Pag;

DVVn t R ~ <_>
'noralU, -P°'vcr of Grecian mythology, just as 

1 -Y ls now refining many of the teachings,

Siv6
%  tbc
°n „Pfei

Rome and classic
Ö

Greece for
pr niorality, culture, and heroism which 

nvieset)t sl>go to modern society. As Dr. Temple, 
" 5 >IS 10P ° i  London, writes in his Essay

1011 of fi¡e ]jror¡,i . <iq>0 j j omo we owe the

forms of local government which in England have saved
liberty and elsewhere mitigated despotism.............It is in
the history of Rome rather than in the Bible that we find 
our models of precepts of political duty, and especially of 
the duty of patriotism. . . . .  To the Greeks we owe the 
corrective which conscience needs to borrow from nature.”

Charles W atts.

EUSEBIUS AND THE GOSPELS.

T he seventeenth chapter of the second book of Ecclesiastical 
History, attributed to Eusebius, gives an account of the 
ascetics of Egypt, known as the Therapeutse. Whether 
these were identical with the Essenes of Palestine or 
Buddhists from India has excited a deal of controversy, 
into which I shall not here enter. What I wish to point 
out is that, according to this, the first-known Church 
history— the sacred ancient writings of these Therapeutse— 
were the very Gospels. This testimony is sought to be 
obscured in the translation of Eusebius given in Bohn’s 
Ecclesiastical Library. This translation is by the Rev. 
C. F. Cruse,. D.D., and was originally published in six 
volumes.

The passage in question reads, according to this worthy 
divine ;—

“  But it is highly orobable that the ancient com
mentaries which he [Philo, who was a cotemporary 
with Christ] says they [the Therapeutse] have, are the 
very Gospels and writings of the apostles,” etc.

I italicise the words which bring out the dishonesty of 
the translation. Let us turn to the latest translation— 
still done by men of God, tho eminent divines, G. H. Wace 
and Dr. Philip SchaiT (Oxford, 1890)— and we read:—

“ But it is very probable that the works of the ancients, 
which he says they had, were the Gospels and writings 
of the apostles,” etc.

Again I italicise the words noting the contrast of tense. 
If, however, we wish to get at the correct meaning in 
English, we must go back to the time when only the 
ministers, and not the common, vulgar populace, were 
expected to read books of Church history. Thus we read 
in the translation by Meredith Hammer (London, 1G19),
p. 28 ;—

“ It is also very likely that the, Commentaries which 
he reported to have been among them were the Gosoels 
and other works of the apostles, and certain expositions 
of the ancient prophets, such as partly that epistle unto 
the Hebrews, and also the epistle of Paul.”

But, to get the real gist of this important passage, wo 
cannot do better than go back to the first folio translation 
published at Cambridge in 1603. Here we read (and the 
passage must be given in fu ll):—

“ They have writings of some ancient persons who 
have been heretofore famous leaders of their sect, and 
have left many monuments of their learning which 
consist in dark and secret expressions, which they use 
as original expressions, do imitate thereby the course 
of study. These certainly seem to be the words of such 
a man as had heard some one of our religion expounding 
the Holy Scriptures, and it is very likely that the writings  
o f  those ancient -persons, which he says they had, were the 
Gospels and writings o f  the apostles, and c< rtain expositions 
o f  the ancient prophets, o f  which sort m an y are contained  
both in  other gospels o f  P a u l and also in  that w ritten to 
the Hebreivs.”

The meaning, despite the old style of construction, is 
plain. It is very likely that what Philo called the «ancient 
writings of tho Therapeutic were the Gospels, etc. This 
meaning has been sought to bo obscured by translators, 
who saw the damaging consequences of such admissions.
I am not a Greek or Latin scholar, but a friend has 
submitted the foregoing versions to several scholars, who 
«agree that tho Cambridge translation of 1603 is best. 
What does Professor Edwin Johnson s«ay l

Lu cianus .

A poor Highlander, near his end, asked the minister, in 
the midst of iiis consolations, whether there would be any 
whisky in heaven. “ Oh no, Donald,” was the reply, “ there 
will be no occasion for that.” “ ’Casion or no ’casion,” per
sisted Donald, “ ’twad be but dacent to hae it on the table.”
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THE SHADOW OF THE TEMPLE.

A  Priestly  R uler, weary for a while of ceremonial, the 
tasks and fret of his daily life, rode one day alone far 
beyond the city walls.

Until he came at last to a green place far from the 
habitations of men, and sat him down amidst trees near by 
a brook of clear, swift-running water. No sound could he 
hear but the little noise of the waters, the wind in the 
trees, and the piping of mateing-birds.

And in a little while a great peace came into his soul, 
and he was rested in spirit.

A great cloud came sublimely out of the West. It was 
whiter in the sun than drifted snow, and its mighty 
approach was like the coming of the chariot of the 
Eternal.

“  Glory to God,” cried the Priestly Rider.
Soon there came unto his ears the soft sound of a lute, 

and a strong voice singing— tho voice of a young man 
singing of love and the joy of life.

The Priestly Ruler arose, frowning, and went towards 
the place whence the music was coming. And through 
the lacing leaves and branches he beheld a young man 
and woman reclining upon a bank soft with moss and 
young grass. And they were very beautiful. Adorned 
were they with field-flowers and leaves twined about their 
garments, and in their flowing hair were flowers, saffron 
and crimson and gold, the fresh leaf of the vine, and the 
poppy— the poppy red as blood. The young man wits 
luting and singing, and his voice was filled with the very 
joy of song. He sang of this world only, of the earth and 
things earthly; most of all he sang of love. And the 
young woman was looking into tho face of tho singer, and 
in her eyes was the light of a great love.

The Priestly Ruler was angered that they praised the 
earth and the joys of earth, and remembered not God nor 
the things of God. And he broke into upon them, 
crying : “  0  children of sorrow, cease thy vain glorying of 
the tilings that pass. Know ye not God— that the day of 
his wrath draweth nigh ? Life is brief and all uncertain; 
cease, therefore, thy sinful dalliance, and haste to make 
thy peace with him.”

The lovers stood and listened amazed. The young 
woman, suddenly afraid, clung to her lover, saying : “  0  
beloved.”

Her lover put his arm around her, and drew her to him 
and soothed her, saying : “  Beloved, be not afraid.”

And he turned unto the Priestly Ruler, crying: “  Who 
art thou who seest evil in love, need of repentance in joyq 
daring so rudely thus to break in upon us V'

“  I am a Ruler, and a Priest of God,” answered he.
“ Then begone! back to thy altar, thy chanting, thy 

incense, for we are not of thy world,” answered tho young 
man. ‘ W e are children of earth, and it suflices us.”

“  What of to-morrow ? Will the earth endure for 
over ?” replied the Priestly Ruler. “ 0  fools ! Ye are 
bartering the opulence of eternity for tho bitter-sweet 
pleasures niggaidly given in life’s scant time.”

“ Nay, tell not thine ancient tale, priest,” said the young 
man. “  We arc of those who have heard and have not 
believed. Life is still ours, the earth is still ours; no 
shadow of the temple dims for ns tho manifold glories of 
the wor'd ; no sinister creed is ours to make the sweet 
unclean. We have no gods, no priests. You say wo are 
fools. We would fain be wiso; wo would have both 
wisdom and courage—wisdom to live aright, courage to 
faco unflinchingly whatsoever befalleth us. We want 
neither thy God nor thy priestly wisdom. For where the 
priest is there are sorrow, vain guessing, and futile strife. 
Aye ! and the very name of ‘ God ’ calls out of the past a 
vision of blocd and agony. What sayest, my beloved 1”

“  J hou hast spoken my thoughts, beloved,” answered 
the young woman; then gently, but unafraid, she said:
“  0 , sir priest, it is but simple truth that the dear earth is 
ours but a very little while, and that thero is much sin and 
sorrow in the world. .My lover and I cannot always fill 
the sunny hours with luting and with song. Troubles we 
have, bitter thoughts and grievous discontentments. But 
should we, then, bo always sorry because we aro sometimes 
sad 1 Should we close our eyes against the dawn because 
soon the night cometh 1 Nay ! but the knowledge of the 
sure-coming night constraincth us to gather in our daytime

all wo can that this our earth yields for our joy. Should 
we mourn the speeding time 1 Nay ! for each season bath 
its peculiar joy, and we speed into the evening of life even 
in the present, without vain regret for the inevitably past. 
Now is with us the season of youth, of youthful love, and 
of hopeful work. And, sir priest, we are very happy, my 
love and I.”

The three stood awhile in silence, the Priestly Ruler 
viewing with eyes of angry reproach the flower-decked 
worldlings; they, with clasped hands, looking with quiet 
disdain at the sombre priest.

“ So be it,” said the Priestly Ruler, and turned and 
silently went his way. As he rode citywards he heard 
faintly, and ever fainter growing, the sound of luting and 
of song.

“  They have their day,” said he musingly.
At the setting of the sun tho Priestly Ruler sat upon a 

parapet of his palaco overlooking the city. And the 
temple of his God was betwixt him and the sun; and over 
the city was tho shadow of tho ‘temple. And tho city 
was silent; no sound of lute or song came thenco to his 
ears. But out from the temple swelled the great sound ot 
chanting— of people and priests chanting—supplicants at 
the feet of God.

And the Priestly Ruler arose, saying deeply un °̂ 
himself: “ Even so l—there is no hope for earth in the shadow 
of the temple;  and the fear of God drieth up the wells oj 
earthly joy." HARRY H-

A LANTERN WITHOUT THE CANDLE.

It seems rather surprising that, in all the veering away
from theology which wo have witnessed in our time, ®e.n’ 
otherwise sceptical enough, should still profess faith i 
Jesus. They have given up his divinity, but still cling 1 
his name, or tho former half of it, as to that of a too 
extraordinary man. To my thinking, a greater fallacy 0 
superstition never possessed men. To give up Christ, 
son of God, and stick to Jesus, the son of Mary, scorns  ̂
me to be an evidence of imbecility or cxcessivo sentinio 
in which reason plays no part at all. Jesus without 
Christ is a lantern without tho candle, and a poor lan c^  
too. If Jesus was the Christ, God’s anointed, the 8°"  ̂
God, and God himself, there is some slight modicum 
sense in respect shown to him. But if Jesus was a 
man, Jew or Gentile, there is nothing in that fact to 
out our reverence or to lead us to worship him. gily

Of course, those who so excessively crack Jesus up 
they do so because of his wonderful character;
Sober truth, tho boasted character of Jesus is a ^  
invention of his worshippers, and especially ot afl;
have made money out of puffing him. Nor is  ̂ '„on 
the boasted character of Jesus was concocted and p" .. 1 jjfl 
him or attributed to him, as the son of God, or '' 11 ^¡it 
was too exalted to bo regarded in any other light than 
of divinity. In a word, if the Churches had from t t(,e 
treated and regarded Jesus as a mere man. • r to 
Unitarians do, he nover would have had any chara ftV0 
boast of, for there are no materials out of which t° 
it. This is literally true. Why, “ Paul” was is n°
prominent as a man than Jesus ever was.

between them. And n J ,
take

ChriäUU1IU Vi Wlii|yi«iiwwit w v ,, WWW     _ \ J  ’

iy one of tho prominent martyrs mentioned i" 
tnity, you will find a character transcendent ^ 
riking than that of Jesus. Ignatius, Poly carp, a

the hermit Anthony > 
to “ -tbi"^ 

»rc

senting a real 
fiction as

man : 
real

ground of comparison 
any 
tianity 
strikin^
Peter, St. Simeon Stylitcs, luo u n u »  . ...........
dozen others, showed self-denial far superior to »
Jesus exhibited. And this must be clear to all 
unprejudiced enough to examine for themselves. repr.c‘ 

I, of courso, do not regard any of thoso names • ■ in 
but we have to discuss chara^ for 

life. Shakespeare’s ck a 'a^  0tl>cr’ 
CAaulpiV) aiu tjUivu uo much distinguished from grc;it’ 
and must bo regarded as quite as moral, im®o ‘ 1
little, and middling, as real men and women. ’ t0 & 
be with Jesus and his followers. And it ,scC 0lpplcl  ̂
unquestionable that Jesus has been, and is, c qw 
eclipsed by many of those who have followed 1R ;0Jbcil jj 
is, unless you throw into his scale tho clement o ^  iUrC 
he is outweighed immensely by many a character 
story.
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Consecpiently, to take away the divinity of Christ, or 
rather of Jesus, is really to logically fling him up altogether, 
lo r  the elements of greatness are entirely wanting. Who- 
ever sketched him relied for effect upon his divinity, and 
Nothing else. Take, as an illustration, pictured saints, 
such as we see them in Christian art, there they appear 
with their saintly insignia. But just obliterate the nimbus 
°r the ring of glory over or around the saint’s head, and he 
appears as ordinary a being as you could well imagine. 
He painter relies upon the trappings of divinity for all 
ibe effect he would produce upon the spectator. So with 
Jesus— the writers depend upon the marvellous, the 
'^possible, for effect. And Jesus, once reduced to mere 
juanhood, is no better than a sucked orange. That is the 
J°gic of the position taken up by the Unitarians and by 
others in the present day. Jesus is all or nothing. Let 
them have their choice. He is the impossible or the 
contemptible, like a pope without his infallibility or a 
Priest minus his “ reverence,” or a rose destitute of color 
aud scent. They may strive while they may, but they 
Ûrst make Jesus everything or nothing at all.
—Liberator. J. Sym es .

HUXLEY’S POSITION.

The world is poorer by the death of Huxley ; but the greatest 
tLUst Pa3s, sooner or later, from the stage of existence, and, as 

ey Pass, the lesson of their lives comes out with great distinct-
0 Ss;. Of Huxley we may truly say that he enriched the life of 
•jvJ. Ome by his thought and by his example, and that the forces 
f o r ' ,  to-day make for progress in the world are better organised 
L . Vlf-tory, and move forward with steadier hope, through the 
u T  ai>d inspiration which he afforded.”— IV. J. Youmans, in

°pular Science Monthly,"  August, lS9o.

iEX I reached intellectual maturity, and began to ask 
a \r p o th e r  I was an Atheist, a Theist or a Pai
fo^ tem list or an Idealist, a Christian or a Freethi___ , „

nti that the more I learned and reflected the less ready
1 y  i e ans"rer, until at last I came to the conclusion that 
the 1 ne^ er art nor part with thcso denominations except 
Pen l t- The ono thing in which the most of these good 
Ik P e agreed was the one thing on which I differed from 
<i , They were quite sure they had attained a certain

had more or less solved the problem of existence ; 
con • . as quite sure I had not, and had a pretty strong 
tii,'  lc,ti°n that the problem was insoluble. vSo I took 
Q°ught, — -■> • ■ ’ ’ ■ T -------- - J -1--

aPpri and invented what I conceived to be the
as gPriate title of Agnostic. . I t  came into my head 
^j^’&gestively antithetic to the Gnostic of Church history, 
^¡.Professed to know so much about the very things of 

ch I was ignorant.
ToCW  observation, human nature has not sensibly 

therf d  during the last thirty years. I doubt not that 
as th ar° trut,hs ns plainly obvious and as generally denied, 
etlUn G- contained in Man’s Place in Nature, now awaiting 
geeg,,1̂ 100- If there is a young man of tho present 

i1?11 who has taken as much trouble as I did to 
thejj, .mself that they are truths, let him come out with 

troubling his head about the barking of the 
CVe„ ■} ‘bt. Ernulphus. Veritaspraivalehit— someday; and,
■ill th i e does not prevail in his time, he himself will be 
Aaq ? better and the wiser for having tried to help her. 
Btytne t bim recollect that such great reward is full 

nt for all his labor and pains.

a great**6 ^ady, and by rough discipline, taught to attach 
®r and greater responsibility to the utterance of the 

k0tfltnit m Words. “  I believe.” The man of science who 
^  dev b'mself to even one statement which turns out to 
^atat; good foundation loses somewhat of his

er,0'1 aniong his fellows ; and, if he be guilty of the 
a'Cfal s.ot °Ren, he loses not only his intellectual, but his 

’ tan<iard amongst them.

d°nun?0scf 't  were perfectly certain that the life and 
" L eve.ry one of us would, ono day or other,

tv^'t Vn, ^°n . b 's winning or losing a game of chess. 
Rlt0at-v /  ^bink that we should all consider it to be a 
ft)6 Piece, to learn at least the names and the moves of 
J a l l t W ’ have a notion of a gambit, and a keen eye 

P not th'11Caris °f giving and getting out of check 1 Do 
0lnk that we should look with a disapprobation

amounting to scorn upon the father who allowed his son, or 
the State which allowed its members, to grow up without 
knowing a pawn from a knight ? Yet it is a very plain 
and elementary truth that the life, tho fortune, and the 
happiness of every one of us, and, more or less, of those, 
who are connected with us, do depend upon our knowing 
something of the rules of a game infinitely more difficult 
and complicated than chess. It is a game which has been 
played for untold ages, every man or woman of us being 
one of the two players in a game of his or her own. The 
chess-board is the world, the pieces are the phenomena of 
the universe, the rules of the game are what we call the 
laws of nature. The player on the other side is hidden 
from us. We know that his play is always fair, just, and 
patient. But also we know, to our cost, that he never 
overlooks a mistake, op makes the smallest allowance for 
ignorance. To the man ■who plays well the highest stakes 
are paid, with that sort of overflowing generosity with 
which the strong shows delight in strength. And one who 
plays ill is checkmated—without haste, but without 
remorse. My metaphor will remind some of you of the 
famous picture in which Retzsch has depicted Satan 
playing at chess with man for his soul. Substitute for 
the mocking fiend in that picture a calm, strong angel who 
is playing for love, as we say, and would rather lose than 
win—and I should accept it as an image of human life. 
Well, what I mean by Education is learning the rules of 
this mighty game.

THE HYPOCRISY OF THE WELSH PRESS.

In the July number of the Welsh Pioneer, a small monthly 
devoted to the cause of religious freedom and inquiry, 
“ Delta ” says, in his “ Notes by the Way “ Welsh editors 
are always considerate—and consistent; especially those 
reverend editor-proprietors who are so callous to the 
just and fair claims of the producers that they think 
nothing of pocketing with one hand big payments for 
quack advertisements in the guise of news, while with the 
other they do all in their power to grind down to the utmost 
farthing the already underpaid ‘ devils ’ who set them up in 
type. The vernacular newspapers of the Principality, all of 
which represent some aspect of religious sectarianism, are 
invariably produced by boy-labor, or at best b y ‘ men’ for 
boys’ wages. Yet these papers, week after week, contain 
notes and leading articles ostensibly written for the benefit 
of the toilers, and they are the loudest in their demands for 
the passing of measures tending to improve the condition of 
the working classes. Is it not high time that this miserable 
hypocrisy should be exposed V We think it is.

In another note “ Delta” says:—“ I understand that 
Principal T. C. Edwards’s Davies Lecture is to be published 
with the least possible delay. Some ‘ striking passages’— 
vide Welsh press—of the lecture were read at a meeting in 
connection with the C. M. Assembly, and, judging from 
what has already transpired of it, I should imagine that this 
lecture is a chef d ’oeuvre of mystical composition. To give 
one or two choice specimens of th e ‘ striking’ points : ‘ The 
idea of trinity in God arising from the idea or love’—I am 
translating literally from a Welsh report—‘ y drychfeddwlam 
ddrindod (sic) yn Nuw yn codi dr drychfeddwl am gariad P 
‘ The special characteristic of the Second Person in tho 
Trinity is that he is a divine model of a man, in two views : 
(1) that, although co-eternal with the Father, yet lie 
emanates from the Father ; (2) that, although he is in his 
nature co-equal with the Father, yet he is subordinate to the 
Father.’ The report before me contains a long list of similar 
apparently illogical and self-contradictory propositions 
concerning that wdiich, at least to all ordinary men, is 
absolutely unknowable. But Dr. Edwards is no ordinary 
man ; therefore his utterances may demand attention, and 
yet prove nonsensical when subjected to analysis, although 
his followers regard them as infallible oracles.”

An origin of nature is inconceivable; the existence of 
nature is evident. The manifestations of nature can be 
observed ; the ultimate causes of these manifestations are 
yet untraced. The students of a “ First Cause” have as 
yet announced no indisputable result. Tho theological 
alchemists have been at work in ihe laboratories of the 
churches for ages ; they are engaged in their incantations 
and compoundings still. Every seventh day the crucibles 
are held over the tires of a hundred thousand altars, but the 
Philosopher’s Stone of Creation has not yet been produced. 
—0. J. Ilolyoake, Preface to “ Trial o f Theism."
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THE SALVATION OF GOD; OR, A NARROW 
SQUEAK.

The notorious Mrs. Ebbsmith threw the Bible in the fire ! 
What a very dreadful act ;
What a truly awful fact—

The Bible mind; not Shakespeare,
Or some scientific pest,

But God’s own Word—nay, God himself,
For elsewhere God’s non est.

O why doth woman ever thus 
Defy the pow’rs that be 1 

Is it because no female sits 
Upon the Trinitee 1 

The pit and stalls were thunderstruck,
The boxes held their breath;

The gallery went pale with fear,
And waited sudden death.

The orchestra were mute, and all 
Their instruments were dumb ;

The call-boy dropped upon his knees 
And prayed to kingdom-come.

In short, for one appalling moment all the house was sunk 
In abject, breathless, craven, hopeless, knock-kneed, palsied 

funk.
Thus Mrs. Ebbsmith flung God’s revelation to the flames, 
Unnerving male playgoers, and prostrating pious dames. 
But ah ! she turns ! and, shrieking, hauls 
God’s Word from out the fire,
And saves herself post-mortem squalls 

From omni-potent ire.
Down came the curtain midst a storm of violent applause, 
Grotesquely reminiscent of vociferous “ he-haws.”
Oh, Mrs. Ebbsmith, how could you such profanation offer 1
You know, of course, that burning books is joy to every 

scoffer ;
That Atheists have bloodshot eyes, dishevelled hair, and long 

nails ;
Grim squints and rudimentary horns, and even sometimes 

prong-tails.
Your mother, doubtless, taught you so when you were a 

mere baby;
She told you Thomas Paine was vicious, and believed it, 

may be.
Your infant mind was oft engaged in learning how a horrid,
Unbridled wretch, named Voltaire, died and went to regions 

torrid.
You often listened awe-struck to some squalid death-bed 

story,
And hoped that when you died you'd go to pantomimic 

glory.
At Sunday-school you learnt, by heart, some lame lugubrious

sonnets ;
Or went with ma to church when she required to see the 

bonnets.
And now these moral crutches you would wantonly abandon,
Although without them you have not a moral leg to stand 

on.
Thank goodness, just in time, you snatched the brand from 

out the burning;
And let us pray that, contrite, to the fold you are returning.
For where are justice, love, and honor, save in God’s anointed1
And where are purity and truth, except as God appointed 1
In his own Word, the Book of Books, cram full of holy 

writing—
Espousing lies, and lust, and filth, and red with blood and 

fighting.
’Tis meet that gentle woman should admire this volume

gory ;
Well might you burn your hands to save the Whale and 

Jonah story.
That sun and moon stood still for Joshua no one would 

credit,
Were it not in the Bible, proving God himself hath said it.
’Tis of the first importance that these wonders astronomical
Should be preserved along with other marvels anatomical:
As witness: Balaam’s ass, which talked with eloquence 

pathetic j
And Jonahs whale, whose throat enlarged to fit with things 

prophetic;
Four-headed fowls, a talking serpent, armor-plated locust,
Are Bible truths, on which all good believers’ eyes a 

focussed.
are

Gentle Jesus cursed a fig-tree, for the cogent reason
That it obstinately bore no figs at the wrong season.
Time after time the men of God betrayed their morbid 

morals;
But Abram, Lot, and David now enjoy their well-earned 

laurels.
To chesr themselves at woman’s cost these worthies faltered 

never;
Their names should surely be enshrined in woman’s heart 

for ever.

Ezekiel, chapter four, describes—but stay ! the “ Rock of
Ages ”

At this point gets too dirty for our Editor’s clean pages.
Oh, Mrs. Ebbsmith, how could you, for Thespian notoriety. 
Have set your heart ’gainst all that’s good, with female 

contrariety 1
Reflect, ere deadly sceptic words you utter from the forum 1 
Let Balaam’s ass and Jonah’s whale restore you to decorum.

C. D.

A C I D  D R O P S .

The Methodist Times devotes an article to the Moral of the 
General Election, and finds that the main opposition t° 
Liberalism was furnished by the Liquor Trade and the 
Established Church. The parsons are referred to as 
marching to the polling-booth “ with a hiccuping drunkard 
on one arm and a sporting tipster on the other.” H°'T 
beautiful and kind ! And only to think that the editor ot 
the Methodist Times is a gentleman who cannot bear strong 
language—when applied to himself.

This precious article describes the Book of Revelation as 
“ the true key to human history.” Bishop South understood 
it better when lie said that the subject of prophecy, towhm 1 
it belongs, generally finds a man cracked or leaves him s?- 
We do not feel called upon to say which alternative 1 
applicable to Mr. Hughes.

But just fancy a man at large, at the end of the nineteenth 
century, finding the key to human history in St. John 
Nightmare. Methodism and madness sure are nearly all16 j  
at least in historical criticism. Gibbon and Comte an 
Buckle and Mommsen, and other masters of the philosop v. 
of history, spend years on years in elucidating the pas“. , 
mankind. But it is all a waste of time, for in comes "   ̂
Hugh Price Hughes, the greatest philosopher of all, wit 
little dream-book in his hand, and exclaims : “ Here is w 1 
you have all sought and missed. The secret of hum^ 
history is the woman sitting on the scarlet-colored j)0m ’ 
with seven heads and ten horns.” How true is the old t 
about truth being hidden from wise men and revealed 
babes and sucklings !

Professor Slater, in the Methodist Times, plays 
moment the part of a candid friend to his own side. j 
tells a story of a woman in a London court who was wor 
by tract distributors. “ Away with you!” s h e  exclaim ^
“ it is only eleven o’clock, and I have had five religions a 
already.”.

Another writer in the same journal says that Dr. L0“  _ 
has “ transformed Switzerland.” This sudden anno 
ment made us tremble. Had ho rolled out the Aq> a f 
fined up the Lakes ? But we were soon reassured, h" ,» ■ 
land stands where it did. Dr. Lunn has “ transto ^  
it in this way : his “ Reunion Conferences” have <> ijer

last

over a lot of pious picnicers, so that during the ,sU,jsts.’ 
months Switzerland “ literally swarms with Met*?0 wj|l 
Ah w ell! Switzerland will survive that. The AJP 
lift their snowy summits to the sun long after 11 
Methodist is dead and buried and forgotten.

—  , ■ , R
We have not quito done with the Methodist 

actually condescends at last to notice the death of im 
Huxley. A paragraph on the subject is written by 1 ^
W. Spiers, who deals out science to the readers.. .^ y  ot 
journal, lie  remarks that Huxley denied the p°3.31 (j-ea6 
revelation (which ho didn’t), and “ hence was able 9Uln0 
Biblical narratives with mirthful irreverence.” 5’ '° A uxley ' 
this refers to the bedevilled Gadarene swine. Poor ^  ally 
Being a plain man of science, he could not geC ît0 ot 
reverence for that pig story, and now ho suffers tu 
the scorner. ____

of the1“
TTuxley met a good many pigs on earths—some 

in clerical attire. Sinco his death ho lias (of ?° {jell, 
many devils in Hades. (We wore g o i n g  to write th1. 
that word sounds too much liko swearing.) .(AcilncilSl  ̂
time lm probably understands that devils and pigs 
lodgo together. ____ . M

»«Sr“ Happily,” says the Rev. W. Spiers, “ the race of• fid1*'
who regard it as their duty to attack the 
is becoming extinct. Suppose tins were true, iu f i c0 1'A 
1)' becauso Christianity is becoming extinct! eh011
killed the Christianity of fifty years ago, a n d " 
men of science slay the slain 1

Mr. Price Hughes gives his “ unquestionable b0?,,
for tho startling statement that Mr. Chnpberlmn * 
on introducing tho military conscription in this 1vj[li»*1 
order (by some recondite moans) to find tho where
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rii-8 9  ^ Age Pensions scheme. This “ unquestionable autho
rs y . turns out to be a nameless speaker at the Grindelwald 
onterence. Mr. Hughes had better have stood upon his 

v Sfuty and kept silent. Is he not a gentleman entitled to 
“ rpL êved upon his word't Is it not enough to declare, 

thus saith Mr. Price Hughes ”1

.Ananias, according to the Independent, backed out of his 
jn̂ r?e by putting it on to the late Dr. Dale, and connect- 

8 it thus: “ We need scarcely add that Dr. Dale was 
ii j a,, y under the influence of Mr. Chamberlain.” To this 
"I W ^ one' the editorial staff of the Independent, says : 
an ,\ne'v hlr. Dale, perhaps, as well as one man could know 
den' and I can only meet this assertion with an emphatic 
Ch laV Ananias, who only got the challenge from Mr. 

atQberlain. now nets the lie direct.
The

lain, now gets the lie direct.

Ue latest feature of modern invention, says the Tiventieth 
fun “7>-Was the substitution of a phonograph at a recent 
0cc . iu place of a clergyman. The instrument on this 
did S1°n gave out Prayer> ari address, and the hymn, which
tiou n°t seem to repel the religious sentiment of the 
s,j^..9ers.i but was rather received with much fervor. This 
effgHtution of the machine for the clergyman will be cheap, 
tiato l-Vfh just likely to suit the wants of a go-ahead 

eriahgtic age.
Th r̂ v,n Worlds (Sept. 6) gives prominence, under the 

"din lPS “ Spirit Identity,” to “ The Case of Thomas Paine,” 
a, it ’ 1 seems, wrote “ in a round, school-boy band,” through 
*itph f11”," *be wrber " Edina,” whose knowledge of 

to before getting the “ message ” was “ that he was said 
4ge \ ? TL Atheist, and had written a notorious book, the

Reason, which I had never read.” He might have 
giviUir’ an<̂  which age I have not yet reached.” After 
l.io K sujne facts about Paine’s life that can be found in any 
dear j  ̂ . cal dictionary, the message concluded : “ I suffered, 
t 8rantSle« r̂om poverty, and died a poor man.” Paine had 
farItl }  °* three thousand dollars and a large house and 
cotjjforj. Vloro. than three hundred acres, where he died in 

ônne .n, c' rcumstances, leaving money by will to Mme.
Uj? aud others. "We fear the spirit is a mendacious 

Diatiks, la^ka, as A. J. Davis called them. Possibly the 
4 story °f a copy of the British Workman, in which

J something like this appeared many years ago.
ThorP : ------

4?a>nst th °nP l°°king at the outrages committed
JJgijp,. .u°_ missionaries in China which, perhaps, has not 

înpS(> i!seR to many. It is th is: that while the 
fSsp0n .,a.r° ignorant of their future condition they are not 
’l(e go0t] ilnd- consequently, their chances of salvation 
“fill q , '  > out when the missionaries -go there the desire to ̂SGfims Ia Kq avia wliiob +V»o Vi on fliori oonnnl r*ooithoASeems t0. ba one which the heathen cannot resist, 
'.>ion"y. are, therefore, guilty of murder. Can the 

, a_rie's bo said to be entirely guilt less in the matter 1
Hicjj ei’ turned their attention to fields nearer home, 
Asults ,?? , cultivation far more than those of China, 

uiight bo different.— Twentieth Century.

Chrf Ybich comes from Ispahan, Persia, illustrates how 
v'i orl;.stlan missionaries draw on themselves the ill-willtsp-iuiuir *°T those among whom they dwell. At Julia, near 
\ 1̂Hirn e bead of the English mission is a Mr. Tisdall. 
c 0ttan , ,° nfh ago Mr. Tisdall took home to his house a young 
a r‘vert t *a. " ’ife of a peasant, who, he said, had become a 

no] e,Christian faith. Her relatives, finding wheretij.
(Jr,!i'i’0ParvS'ie(r sbo should be given up, but this the
(jh^^Ustrit.rctused to do, with the result that an 
f i t « ®  of hostile feeling was stirred

angry 
up. A large

l -“ Wa --'ammedans gathered round the mission-house, 
ShafiLS ° n]y by the interference of the Prince Governor, 

ta Hot „ a° nt who heard of the disturbance, that violence 
at 8‘Ve ,,_es<?''tedof e u Lcu to. The Prince requested the missionary 

ct o ,'vonian> but ho persisted in his fatuous lino
let6') liitn ,atK refused, even though the British Agent 

w  to give up the woman to her husband. The 
dpWtpt a„ ” exasperated, and, but for the British Agent’s

<Jralj(9 '°U ' n ordering the woman’s removal, the most 
. results might have been expected.a"tp tg _ ____

'̂1 dimes (Singapore) looks with little favor on 
out nries> and, in an article on the murders in China, 
the v!at they wilfully defy the warnings given, and 

W , tnu,tp5ecari°us conditions of existence which they 
N  it ‘H h„ , , ° ' v their temerity. It surmises that the 
Hy b Mil k '̂lat u a doz^n or two of natives will be executed, 
th(j othinc ® 1rare perspicuity and unexampled ’cuteness, to 
% 1jiajoritV f1' oncsty, on the part of the local officials if 

kS8*onsw > i llPS0 v’ictims are not entirely innocent of 
%  >  rat},„U s,blood.” It, hints that the Chinese authorities 

'Motion'' JPi'ascd at the opportunity of getting rid of a 
-  ble men>

.S ' hat]1’- TJonehoo, a Presbyterian pastor of Pittsburg, 
I havnUUĉ  experience of the Chinese in America, 

0 nevor yet found one who gave evidence of

thorough conversion to Christianity, though I have known 
a large number who have been in our Sabbath schools, and a 
few who have professed conversion.” On this the New York 
Sun remarks : “ The inference from this statement is that, 
if the evangelisation of the Chinamen is so hopeless here, 
where they are surrounded by the influences of Christian 
civilisation, it must be still more hopeless in China itself.”

The priests in Hungary are so afraid of the law permitting 
civil marriage, that they assemble their parishioners in the 
churches and make them swear, before the cross, that they 
will never take part in a civil marriage, nor allow their 
children to do so ; and they even declare the civil marriage 
•is no better than concubinage. And all this pother is just 
because the good priests don’t like the prospect of losing 
their fees.

A committee of the Romewards-wending English Church 
Union has given its opinion that marriage without the 
priest’s blessing is, ecclesiastically, no marriage at all, and 
startled Church circles by declaring that civil marriages 
were an offence against Church discipline. Parties who had 
incurred censure by entering into such marriages ought, 
according to the committee, to obtain absolution before 
being admitted to communion. The further ceremonies of 
the ring and the joining of hands ought to occur, and the 
benediction be given. The report staggered even the council 
of the Union, as throwing doubt on the validity of the civil 
contract. The matter was again referred to the committee, 
who now report that they did not mean to suggest the 
necessity for a religious renewal of the marriage contract, 
but only a solemn acknowledgment in face of the Church by 
the parties who had contracted civil marriages. Some of 
these gentry would like to take us back to the time when 
the priest always claimed the first kiss from the bride, or to 
the yet earlier custom of which that was only a relic.

In the current number of the English Historical Review 
the Rev. Nicholas Pocock illustrates “ The Conditions of 
Morals and Religious Belief in the Reign of Edward VI.” 
The laxity of morals is shown by the proclamation of 
April 24, 1548, against such as putting away one wife, 
marrying another, or keeping two wives at once. “ Some 
taught that this was lawful for (he husband, and some 
went the length of advocating the same license for the 
wife.” ____

The Association for Promoting the Unity of Christendom— 
i.e., return to Rome—of which Athelstan Riley, Esq., is Master 
and President, had prayers put up for their purposes last 
Sunday in two dozen London churches and over fifty 
provincial ones. Mr. Riley, however, is too cute to depend 
solely on the power of prayer.

Christian Reunionists on another tack have been having 
another nice picnic Reunion at Grindelwald. The ministers 
all agree that, if the laity defray the expenses of these little 
excursions, they form the best guarantee of Christian 
Reunion. ____

Cardinal Vaughan has also been discoursing on Reunion 
at the Roman Catholic Conference at Bristol. He says he 
does not .expect a national net of submission will be the 
means chosen by Providence t) bring the English people to 
Rome, for they are, individually and collectively, marked by 
a singular independence of character. But he does look 
forward to wholesale individual conversions, and mean
time urged upon his hearers constant prayer. Romanists, 
Anglicans, and Methodists may pray as long and as loud as 
they please. Their prayers will only be an incentive to 
Freethinkers to work. ____

The National Total Abstinence Society, of New York, 
has made a protest to Monseignor Satolli, the Papal dele
gate, against the maintenance by the Bcndictine monks at 
St. Vincent’s Abbey, Philadelphia, of a brewery established 
there by the monks, who, we suppose, distil there their 
famous Benedictine, for the service of the Lord and the 
Benedicts. It is believed that the monks will sell their 
property as soon as an opportunity presents itself.

Mr. II. P. Hughes is reported as proposing, as a bads of 
agreement with the Church of England on the school 
quest ioD, the teaching of the Athanasian Creed. Once 
stultify the minds of children with the tliree-in-one puzzle, 
and that will suit all parties who want to live on their 
credulity.

Tt seems that there is a Russian Lourdes in the Crimea, 
which is visited by thousands of pilgrims. The water from 
the healing spring is drank and bathed in by young and old. 
Such shrines probably preserve remnants of old well and 
grotto worship.

Zion's Watch Tower says : “ The term ‘ infidel ’ will probably 
soon die out; it is being replaced by ‘ higher critic,’ ‘ doctor
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of divinity,’ etc.” Of course the pious organ laments this 
state of things, but facts are thrusting themselves before the 
eyes even of the bigots and myopes.

The Blue Grass Blade, alluding to a lightning-struck 
church, remarks that the Bible says if you ask God to give 
you bread he will not give you a stone, and if you ask for a 
fish he will not give you a serpent; but right here, just as 
plain as you can see anything, you see that you can ask God 
to give you a blessing and he gives you a streak of lightning. 
“ What fools these mortals be !”

Some self-styled National Reformers in the United States 
seek to put God into the Constitution, and have asked Roman 
Catholics to aid them in overthrowing the “ atheistical” 
Constitution of the United States, and in building one that 
should recognise Jesus Christ as the Sovereign Ruler of the 
United States. Of course the Catholics are willing to help, 
but when they have got the control they have in South 
America, these National Reformers will have no one to blame 
but themselves if the Roman Catholics attempt to compel 
them to bow down to a bread-god sovereign as they are now 
doing with Protestants in Ecuador.

Church and Stage have never loved each other. The 
clergy have always dreaded the more popular entertainment 
of their rivals. William Law, the author of the Divine Call, 
wrote a long tract on the Absolute Unlawfulness of Stage 
Plays, and Jeremy Collier lashed the playwrights with his 
big clerical whip. Nowadays, however, a change has come 
over the scene. There is actually a Church and Stage 
Guild, and the lion and the lamb (we don’t know which is 
which) are going to lie down together. Parsons are even 
getting up theatrical entertainments to raise the wind. 
One is advertised to take place in the Parsonage Music 
Room, Southbourne. Of the two farces on the bill, one is 
called “ Popping the Question,” and as there are “ family 
tickets to admit seven” the young people will be able to 
learn how it is done.

We should like to have the opinion of Jesus Christ and the 
Twelve Apostles on “ Popping the Question” as an adjunct 
to Evangelicalism. But

John P. Robinson, he
Says they didn’t know everything down in Judee.

The Vegetarians of China, who were responsible for the 
murder of Christians, are, according to Dr. von Hesse 
Wartegg, a secret society, whose object is, China for the 
Chinese. They therefore aim, not only at the expulsion of 
foreigners, but of the old Mantchu dynasty. The pigtail 
being the symbol of Mantchu domination, they go about 
with scissors, and have despoiled thousands of this much- 
prized ornament. They are allowed only a life-interest in 
their property, which passes to the order at their death, 
so that the heads of the society have immense wealth at 
their disposal.

Mahmond Essad, a judge at Smyrna, translates and pub
lishes in the Islamic World what purports to be “ The Decree 
of the Prophet [Mohammed] granting toleration and pro
tection to a Christian Monastery in Syria.” This document 
takes these Christian monks under Mohammed’s protection. 
It says : “ If one of their priests or travellers pass through 
a plain, go over the mountain, find himself in a chapel, pass 
through an arid plain or desert of sand, through villages or 
cultivated plains—in a word, in every placo whatsoever in 
which they may find themselves, I and my disciples are there 
to help and protect them, and take them out of all difficulties, 
because they are my people and protected by me. I dispense 
them from all taxes that are imposed on my other non- 
Muslim subjects, and allow none to molest them.” Now, 
what was the return of good Christian monks for this en
lightened tolerance ? They preached the Crusades, which 
led to the loss of myriads of lives in a vain attempt to 
rescue a mythical sepulchre out of the hands of the Muslim.

Pious lies that would hardly thrive in a place where the 
facts can be known, yet spring up like toadstools in places 
where they may not so easily be cut down. Thus the African 
Critic reports _ that, at Alieval North, an ignorant bigot 
writes protesting against the admission of certain works 
into the local library. Darwin is one of his bugbears. He 
says : “ Anyone would have thought that we had heard the 
last of him and his bad teaching ; he was known to disbelieve 
in the origin of the universe, and died wretchedly after a 
long life in his bed.” That in the presont day people can be 
found to write, and editors to publish, such wretched stuff 
should be a sufficient warning as to the character of the 
calumnies circulated about the old Freethinkers.

The London Echo recently had a choice correspondence on 
the subject of “ Where is Heaven ?” opened by “ Polyglott.” 
Batches of letters proved there was a deal of interest in the 
subject. But its ventilation was a little unsettling, and in 
fact raised hell— t  the question, “ Where is Hell 1” A little
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is

bird tells us that just as they were getting in full blast a 
peremptory order came from Mr. Passmore Edwards to 
print no more. It is said the stoppage was due to a coup® 
of men of God, in whom a holy horror had been excited by 
the breadth of treatment accorded by the writers.

For some years past the Echo has done something toyvarfH 
acting up to its mottoes, “ lie just and fear not,” an 
“ Hear all sides”; and when topics have turned up in whic 
the masses take but little concern, heretical sentiment 
have been accorded a fair hearing. But a request 
information as to the whereabouts of heaven led to a 
sorts of speculations ; the funny thing being that 
thought of asking the clergy their information upon tjb 
question, and the general drift of the answers indicate« 
that heaven had followed hell, upon which latter Pla 
Lord Westbury and Dean Farrar contributed to put t 
extinguisher. ------

Sometimes a church notice will reveal more than 
intended. This was ths case with one brought hero 
our attention. It read :—

“ Morning Service,—Evidences of a God.
Evening Service—None.”

In Allendale Churchyard there is an epitaph on the 
sons and five daughters of one John Clark. This a cor :l 
spondent sends us because it “ has cured many of inndeli }■ 
Here it is :—

Bold Infidelity, turn pale and die ;
Beneath this stone ten infants lie.

Say, are they lost or saved ?
If Death’s by sin, they sinned, for they are here.
If Heaven’s by works, in Heaven they can’t appear.

Reason, ah ! how depraved.
Revere the Bible’s sacred page— the knot’s untied :
They died, for Adam sinned ; they live, for Jesus died.

If his religion had taught John Clark to avoid ha'«R 
ten children, all of whom died in infancy, it might have ... 
better for him than either throwing blame on Adam or s 
ing consolation from .Jesus. _

At Chiaramonte Gulfi, in Sicily, a shepherd of the LRg9 
of Riggio Sebastiano is giving some trouble to the nuth01 * 
by trying to found a sect, both religious and political, a 
the ignorant people around him. This man, w ho can 
and write, calls himself the Messiah, and preaches M°rorfleu 
ism and a division of the land. A band of men °ncv."Licts. 
have gathered about him from the neighboring “ is e%- 
The Archbishop of Syracuse, Monsignor la Vecchia, h gr3; 
communicated noth this soi-disant Messiah and his fob tj,e 
but it is said that they do not care, and only laugn 
intended punishment.—Daily News.

Another serious religious riot has occurred in 
between Hindus and Moslems, the latter of whom ( 
they would rather die than allow an idolatrous 
bullock-procession to pass. ’Tis religion that 
sweetest pleasure while we live. ’Tis religion can 
solid comfort when we die.

Ri°.dg 

Cansup?1?

tle-
Accordin" to the Wimbledon News, Mr. Clarke, 

man who debated some little time ago with Mr. „ g 0pc 
has been given notice to quit his tenancy of t ie1II1errl“ 
Coffee Palace, which he has made successful in a co 
sense, because he has “ insufficiently attended to the!d jp J ■ 
and philanthropic needs of the institution.” U Clark6 
asks, Would the landlord have preferred that - • ^ 6,5 
should attend solely to philanthropy? “ We tro 
in that case where would This rent have come from >

theresist t|,e

any ^world,” by which he means the Socialists, or ^urs1

 ̂Three times within the past week has
Emperor called on his faithful subjects to
patriotic enemies of the divine svstem of or v ............................  ' or an£i|rsts
question his right to rule as he pleases, 
seem to betray a sense of weakness.

These

io*1
stKoir Hardio has not met with a very 

at Chicago. Ho attended the weekly meeting e - 
ministers, and was invited to address the audion . 
took occasion to denounce the execution of tho , ¡¡e''.
Anarchists eulogising the latter as the pioneers ot ^  
religton. this tirade elicited a storm of di?appr0,v s„iH6 
half-a-dozen preachers, springing to their feet a t jer[ri5- 
tune denounced the speech and the speaker in sca th in g  
Mr. Hardio was compelled to abandon the floor, anu 
hall in high dudgeon.

------------ -  - =   ̂oo]j  k6
P r iests .—To make a kingdom flourish , ther0 rphe'^y 

the fewest priests and the m ost artisans possible. ^¡nfC j o 
ranee and barbarism of our forefathers, fax ft-01̂  us,1 jiF 
rule for us, ought rather to bo an admonition ,vitk 
what they would do, if they wero in our pH ’ 
improved light.— Voltaire.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sept. 22 and 29, Foresters’ Hall, London. 

October C, W ood Green.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

G Charles W atts ’s E ngagem ents .— September 15, Foresters’ 
London; 22, Sheffield; 29, Camberwell. October 6,

1 Westers’ Hall, London; 13, Foresters’ H a ll; 14, 15, 16, 
i„’ '¡ebato at Newcastle-on-Tyne with the Rev. A . J. Waldron ; 
W  Shields; 20, Glasgow ; 22 and 23, Dundee ; 27, Edin- 
tio t York. November 17, Liverpool.— A ll communica- 
.  'or Mr. W atts should be sent to him (if a reply is required, 
Tn j  "IPod and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra- 

pftQad> Brixton, London, S .W .
mdent’s H onorarium  F ond. — Per Mr. Foote : Mr. Williamson 

p ^ lasg°w), £ 2 ;  T. Watson, 5s.
mdents Propaganda F ond .— Collected at Mr. Foote’s lecture

C f gow’ £1 U
and 00TK ' 8 absent from London, and beyond the reach of work 

H w°rry. Correspondents must excuse him until his return.
4 j v H — Pleased to hear from you.

Jj'a'.B— Surely there are not several Hackney Gazettes in 
Qi’i/ Sne^' W e omitted the “  Kingsland ” for the sake of brevity.

v See paragraph. W e  believe Mr. Auberon Herbert is a 
j .^ t h in k e r .
S. ^ — Thanks. See “  Acid Drops.” 

ine ' . b EV— All Freethinkers should claim to affirm. As you 
c° Br. Danford Thomas, and, indeed, the other London
trp„ , 5 s. with the exception of Baxter, accord gentlemanly 

i ,  (. Jaer't  to all who prefer this method.
Proso(^^L1jR' — Yhe text which Mr. J. B. W ise, of Kansas, was 

"ted  for sending on a postcard to the Rev. Mr. Venum  
i a’ah xxxvi. 12. The same words occur in 2 Kings xviii.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Til F -  ‘ “ » “ IVO "AI 
^ O l i  ®R— Thanks.

, —a aaavi. xne sumo worus occur in z  ivmgs
" t  we bolieve Mr. W ise gave the reference to Isaiah.

Dio reomasonry has been denounced by various Papal Bulls- 
and r on?; ’ n an allocution, Sept. 25, 1S65, anathematised it, 
^  E » °  >■ ' '  *n his Humanum Genus, of April 20, 1884, and
the o h ” C *Ca- ^ O cto b e r  15, 1890, warned the faithful against 
lo(iRê r- ^ et the Jesuits have not only joined but founded

T\Vo J ^ ceived .— R emarks— Daylight— Southwark Recorder—  
Maea . 0r <B — Wimbledon News—Islamic W orld— South Place 
f rei!lenk°~'^ew York Public Opinion— Isle of Man Times—  
Pniver , r— Bur Unsere Jugend— Freedom— Lucifer— Liberty—  
nho-Ja f Republic— W orld’s Advance Thought— Crescent—  
aitirrlp, , cai1 Critic— Birmingham Daily M ail— Hackney and 

nDrtn111 'G a ze tte — Progressive Thinker— Northampton Daily 
r Western Daily Press— Leek Tim es— Leek Post.

> '"ârltij, 80nd U8 newspapers would enhance the favor by 
f  Passag0a to which they wish to call our attention. 

^ S u „ ortha Editor of the Freethinker should be addrossod to 
S k E Sp cutter-streot, London, E.C.

j8 desiroHDRNCB ®hould reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
r “'H th6 f ,,In the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 

w 0winS woek.
r> s '  otiCEs must reach 28 Stonocutter-stroob by first post 

f °.r they will not be inserted.
TiC(,tter.B°(r htorature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone- 
\  p *  “treet, E .C.

î S T z h .  will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
ftn Ua- 6d . «  , ,60' ftt the following rates, prepaid:— One Year, 

■'•'-8 0r ’ ttelf Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.
. Ev e r t isem ents .— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc- 

H  6d,. l ?.w ords, 6d. Displayed Advertisements : — Ono inch, 
h  l column> £1 2s- 6d. ; column, £2  5s. Special terms

êirig c 0na-
tapper °wurary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
sv hiimk hon the subscription is due, subscribers will receive^Pitr irx « _1__i _______ __ ankanrinfiAn«t. in a colored wrapper whon their subscription

v S P E C I A L .

% 1 -̂° ^reethinker are requested to remember that
kll !n P ctober is “  Shilling Week.” During that 

, if*ro to aid, howover modestly, in the active 
kçi. 0t>e or °* £ Rethought during the winter, should send 

I- , Hioro ftkiiiinm. i r . onv*«nri r ) t i on will bo
engagements,

acl •*« Or *°ouuougno uunng uiu tvuaci, i
v̂ e,ned°r°T shillinSs- Every subscript:

W  r thQbs !’ I have to add that lecturing engagement, 
\i?, Ôrnif,̂  j ?me I outlined a fortnight ago, are already 
Ôô Bat th0C “Y. Mr. Charles Watts and Mr. C. Cohen; 

13 P°ssif f rVice3 ot^er lecturers will bo utilised as

G. W. FOOTE.

Mr. Foote opened the “ winter session” of the Glasgow 
Branch on Sunday. There were three capital audiences in 
spite of the fine weather, many ladies being present, which 
is a sign of the progress of Freetliought in Glasgow. In the 
evening a collection was taken for Mr. Foote’s lecture- 
scheme. Mr. Gilmour, who presided, expressed a belief that 
the scheme promised to be of great utility in the propagation 
of Secularism. We are happy to learn that the Glasgow 
Branch is well and strong, with a large and growing 
membership. ___

The last N.S.S. Executive meeting, held on Thursday, 
September 5, unanimously passed a resolution approving of 
the President’s new lecture-scheme, and promising him not 
only a free hand, but all possible support, in his enterprise. 
We commend this to the attention of our readers in view of 
the appeal headed “ Special ” in this week’s Freethinker.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured last Sunday evening in the 
Foresters’ Hall, London. The exceedingly fine weather 
prevented a very large audience. Mr. .James Rowney 
presided. The lecturer’s indictment of “ Missions to the 
Heathen” met with enthusiastic applause. This Sunday 
evening, September 15, Mr. Watts again occupies the same 
platform, taking for his subject : “ Secularism in Modern 
Thought.” ____

The 20 th of September will be celebrated in Rome, 
throughout Italy, and wherever Italians congregate, as 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the entry of Italian troops 
into Rome. We do not prophesy, but we doubt if all the 
Popes’s asses and all the Pope’s men will ever undo the 
work of the past quarter of a century.

The International Congress of Freethinkers open on 
Sunday, September 22, at the Loge des Amis Philanthropes, 
10 Rue du Persil, at 10 a.m., and continues three days, after 
which there will be a banquet. We understand that Messrs. 
Forder andWardare going,and Mr. Foote is also endeavoring 
to arrange for further official representation of the N.S.S. 
If pressure of business does not prevent, he will endeavor to 
attend personally.

The September South Place Magazine reports, too briefly, 
a discourse by Mr. Conway on Charles Bradlaugh. He 
remarked : “ With the exception of Paine, probably no man 
was ever subjected to more pious falsehoods than Bradlaugh, 
or more hated.” Mr. Conway intimated that he would give 
a further study of Mr. Bradlaugh at some future time, and 
we hope he will not forget to carry this out as speedily as 
possible. 0 ____

A project is afoot for a Thomas Paine Exhibition, to be 
held next December at South-place Chapel. Those with any 
interesting relics of the man, or the times in their relation 
to him, might put themselves in communication with Mr. 
Conway. ____

Mr. Grant Allen contributed a capital article on “ The 
New Heterodoxy” to the Westminster Gazette (Sept. 7). Mr. 
Allen points out that archaeologists are showing “ that 
Christianity was not in any sense a new religion—that 
every one of its principal beliefs and stories, its root ideas, 
existed in the East, and often elsewhere, from time 
immemorial.”

The Southwark Recorder mentions, with much sympathy, 
the recent severe loss sustained by Mr. A. B. Moss. It says : 
“ A few years ago, when less tolerance in theological matters 
was prevalent among us, a number of people looked askance 
at Mr. Moss’s determined advocacy of Freethought and 
opinion in relation to every subject dealt with by the 
human intellect. But now his position is better understood 
as a thoroughly honest and worthy one, and, besides, Mr. 
Moss has for years been one of our most popular entertainers 
as reciter, actor, and playwright. Furthermore, he has 
written several clever books and pamphlets, has lectured 
and debated in all parts of the country with considerable 
success, and is now doing good work on the Camberwell 
Vestry.” ____

Ernst Haeckel writes in the Fortnightly Review on “ Thomas 
Huxley and Karl Vogt,” comparing the work of these two 
great zoologists and advocates of evolution. He concludes 
by observing that, “ as long as Darwin lives as a reformer in 
the history of biology, so long will Huxley be celebrated as 
one of his most faithful friends and most successful fellow 
workers.”

Mrs. J. A. Heavisides Simpson writes in the Westminster 
Review on “ Thomas Henry Huxley in his Relations to 
Science, Education, and Sunday Observance.” She says :
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“ His Elementary Physiology is a book worth its weight in 
gold to women, and might well lead to a memorial from 
women in the shape of an institution where physiology 
would be taught as a necessary part of the education of 
responsible beings.” She recalls how, when in 1866 Huxley 
ectured at the old St. Martin’s Hall on a Sunday, the Lord’s 

Day Observance Society indicted the proprietor for keeping 
a disorderly house. The case led to the foundation of the 
Sunday Lecture Society in 1869, Professor Huxley presiding 
at the first meeting at the Freemasons’ Tavern; and Mrs. 
Simpson cites at length a fine speech on the Sunday question 
delivered by Professor Huxley in 1877.
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they show everywhere else is shown in their dealings 
children.— “ The Principles of Ethics,” sec. 435. ^

This law of organic progress [evolution] is the law o fa 
progress. Whether it be in the development of the ear > 
in the development of life upon its surface, in tho develop 
ment of society, of government, of manufactures) 
commerce, of language, literature, science, art, this sa 
evolution of the simple into the complex, through^ 
process of continuous differentiation, holds throughout.-' 
“  First Principles.”

-^-Selected ly Louis Levine.

THE REV. W. W. HOWARD AGAIN..

Since Mr. Foote’s absence from town I have received copies 
of the Leek Times (September 7), and also of the Leek Post 
(September 7), in both of which the Rev. W. W. Howard 
challenges Mr. Foote to debate “ the question of mental 
phenomena, I bringing forward the soul theory, and he thp 
materialistic theory.” I notice, however, that Mr. Howard 
assumes that he can state his adversary’s position, and what 
he ought to defend ; and he states it in a way that I, for 
one, would not endorse. But my purpose is not controversy 
with the Rev. W. W. Howard, but simply to let those 
interested know that .Mr. Foote will not this week see these 
bold but belated challenges sent to the local newspapers. 
When ho sees them, on his return, ho will doubtless deal 
with them as they deserve. J. M. W heeler .

EXTRACTS FROM HERBERT SPENCER’S 
WRITINGS.

“ To sum up Mr. Spencer’s position, he writes for 
mankind at large, not for powers or principalities, for 
courts or for coteries. If his labors bring him the 
honor of his fellow-meD, that is the highest reward he 
craves ; to honors as commonly understood ho is in
different. He is tho ‘ Great Commoner’ of philosophy, 
and without the aid of titles sways tho thought of the 
world more potently than any other man of this genera
tion.”— William Jay Youmans.

T he profoundcst of all infidelity is the fear lest the truth 
bo bad. »

Precepts often heard and little regarded lose by repetition 
the small influence they had.— “ The Study of Sociology,” 
chapter xv.

Every man has freedom to do all that he wills, provided 
he infringes not tho equal freedom of any other man.—
“  Social Statics,” First Principle.

What is science 1 To see the absurdity of the prejudice 
against it, we need only remark that science is simply a 
higher development of common knowledge ; and that, if 
science is repudiated, all knowledge must bo repudiated 
along with it.— “ First Principles,” sec. 5.

Necessary and eternal as are. its truths, all science 
concerns all mankind for all time. Equally at present 
and in the remotest future must it be of incalculable 
importance for the regulation of their conduct that men 
should understand the science of life, physical, mental, and 
social; and that they should understand all other science 
as a key to the science of life.— “  Education,” chapter i.

Table-talk proves that nine out of ten people read what 
amuses them rather than what instructs them ; and proves, 
also, that tho last thing they read is something which tells 
them disagreeable truths or dispels groundless hopes. 
That popular education results in an extensive reading of 
publications which foster pleasant illusions, rather than of 
those which insist on hard realities, is beyond question.—  
“  The Man v. the Slate,”  The Coming Slavery.

To the mass of people nothing is so costly as thought. 
The fact that, taking the world over, ninety-nine people 
out of a hundred accept tho creed to which they were born 
exemplifies their mental attitude towards things at large. 
Nearly all of them pursue mechanically the routino to 
which they have been accustomed, and aro not only blind 
to its defects, but will not recognise them as defects when 
thoy are pointed out. And the reluctanco to think which

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

E xtracts fr o m  his Letters to the K ew  York  “  Truthscekcr 
(.A vgu st 10).

C hester-le-Street is about the oldest town in the North ^  
England. It dates back to tho time of the Britons. 
church is over a thousand years old—the oldest but one 
the United Kingdom. I visited it immediately on f - ,  
arrival, Saturday, July (!, with Mr. Thomas Birtleyy^]e
other Freethought friends. It is indeed a

at)
venerah^

institution, and the air of the centuries is brooding a ? ¡r 
it. Here are the graves of mighty warriors. Here are t 
stone effigies, ranged alongside the walls of the c îurc *uSe 
everlasting silence. The trump of Gabriel will never ai j. 
them. The ancient records of tho church are a so^^)'oUs0 
curious sign of the times. One man burned out of b  ̂
and home received the munificent sum of one shilling  ̂
sixpence to help him out of his difficulties. This, h o"1- tj)(, 
might count more than at the present day, seeing that 
daily wage of a laborer was only one penny. But in 
same record it is also stated that the parson received 
pound and six shillings for the purchase of a new umb 
It seems that an umbrella was far more valuable t‘iaÎ .cri) 
whole possessions of the ordinary farmer, Those * s 
queer times indeed, when saints wore innumerable, and j  
also. Chester-le-Street is the, mother both of Durham ^  
Newcastle. It was about 635 that the Episcopal ~ee. nl. 
established which afterwards was transferred to Lur ‘ _ 
In 883 the cathedral building was founded at Cheste ^  
Street, in which were placed tho sacred remains o jy 
Cuthbert. In 995 these 'remains were miracuW , 
“ deposited where the Cathedral of Durham” now s[,a ct, 
and the ecclesiastical glory and wealth of Chester-le-' 
forever departed.

Chester-le-Street has a wonderful record of ';’“rjvef 
holiness. Godric lived in Finchdale Priory on the flll 
Wear, and practised unheard-of austerities. He _ wo ^ v0 
iron shirt next to his skin night and day, and is said t0^‘0tn 
worn out three ; ho mingled ashes with t he dour to0 
which ho made his bread, and, lest it should be the ^

............................._ rlltj
He was baunj^

saintiy

good, kept it three or four months before he venturi 
it. In winter, as well as in summer, he passed whole ' Neil 
up to his chin in water at his devotions. He was ha' ce 
by beautiful damsels, and so visited by evil concupi^ ^  
that he cured himself by rolling naked among thorn'’ 
briars. His body grew ulcerated, but to increase ‘1,1'L-ltted 
ho poured salt into his wounds. He finally was a("   ̂ 0]d 
into tho calendar of saints. I should say that thes ^ ¡f 
monks were fools, if it were not that, as the result o' i0„sl/ 
renown for holiness, the monasteries became en°' c thes° 
rich. I think there was a method in the madness 0 
ulcerated saints. If they did not get the heavenly E 
they surely received from credulous votaries the 
silver and precious stones of this earth, and I 
wonder if they repaid themselves amply in secret 
austerities in public.

At any rate, they havo left behind churches and call 
which even to-day reveal the pomp and splendor o t /1 q0o 
worship ; that humanity was crushed in order to g1' 
the glory. _ _ p,rOor'e9

After visiting the church, dim and vague with m . ¡u/ 
of the superstitious past, I direct my footsteps wlg9Stle> 
comrades across the green fields to old Luinley^ f -̂e(

on' ri, fortowering magnificently among the groves bey nu, .
Wear. Over this we ferry in old-fashioned .spyb'> . ¡̂¡ng *[’ 
the time being, with the moldering and majestic bin 
the distance, the meadows and forests around tj1/ s> j ' i  
meandering stream, over whose glassy tide we softly 
it seemed as if the nineteenth century melted into t t‘” 
of dreams, and the reality of tho knightly ages w a o9 >! 
very atmosphere we breathed, and the verdant slN ( V[ 
which the smoke and noise of industry have pain 
prevailed. A grand old building is Lumley Castle,! 
inhabited at present, but filled with, tho dust ot »8 
wide, desolate rooms, in which once was heard y1 toAVg 
of armed soldiery. We stood on the top of tn ' 
whence the archers hurled their deadly weapon •
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dt̂ geoii °  ^19 ®̂ oom the prison cell, and the awful
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> we saw the great kitchen and the enormous fire-L , . - - - o  - — --------- ---------- ----- ----- -----
the re w uc“  hundreds of troops could be fed ; we viewed 
of ^nants of ancient nobility mingled with the elegance 
The/ Pr» art, The Lumleys were a famous fighting race. 
Hogt; j.'Ver3 with William the Conqueror, and among his 
briiii^^tcd councillors and defenders. They have left

ivîn'  record of devotion and d;i•iring in the annals oftOy4n ___________  — ...... ......„ ______  ______ --
Hever L- They belonged entirely to the old rdyime, and 
Iho aarI an idea of progress. The castle is a memorial of 
k ivhtfc’ glittering in melancholy grandeur amidst the 
l\Teiv w*os of to-day; a place where the traveller from the 
the r,a ?r . ponder over the beauty and the sadness of 
faith • *'s wild strifes and awful crimes; its gloomy 
arij0’ ®lngled with brave and careless song; its reckless 
Save (,c i hashed into the lists of death without a thought 
old Ca !°nor and glory. Beautiful fell the sunshine on this 
atl°tind.®~~on its mighty walls and towers; beautiful 
dark e lk sPrea(l  the vast and undulating country, with 
8hitl;nT e®n forests and radiant fields ; the river Wear
Itai
çh

,rs ?i?lonp ln wavering expanses ; the city, a thousand 
• lch glimmering on the indistinct horizon, while the

it *a; SPir.e, hoary with time, attracts the dreamy view. 
Poetic oV, plcturo where past and present might mingle in 
<>He l tlarin, and from the d arkness and struggle of the 
°ther Secn emerging the bloom and brilliancy of the

stalwart Freethought company at Chester-le- 
llie a‘ lecture at Pelton, about three miles away, for 
Hp}e emmodation of friends at other points. On the 
flatly a ;r° ' s a fair attendance, and I am glad to meet so 
Uivthg < en  ̂ comrades. I name a little child, Anna Ellen 
N  the’„and -1 am sure, from the brightness of her eyes 
jlf> the Clrlnning^ beauty of her smile, that she will ever be 
■ r? Freethought. On behalf of parents and 
'’¡to the,; uiliversal humanity, I welcomed the little one 
° i'lrnatV °r*ous 00rnradeship of truth, of liberty, of justice, 
0|)t ehp1! work and progress. I think it well to thus enroll 
Hir,insUren’s names on the banners of our marching

c o f e  Chester-le-Street. There were the freshness and 
a l ŷ °f the new, with the suggestive and moving 

Ijled, thn% 0  ̂ fbe old. Where kings and priests once 
jPttf’ e forces of Freethought now prevail. It was a 

pilin'* "  llc!’ , in the thoughtful mind, awakes a train of
thanwuotions

1 theirK Freethinkers of Chester-1 e-Street and vicinity 
generous support. In every way my visit to this 

. lent spot was a delightful one. I could not haveA ^

better had I been St/ Cuthhert himself.
iie-on-Tyne is my Sunday’s camping-ground, 

tf ' In tl8re-at cen' r° of industry, shipping, coal, factories, 
n ,le time of Queen Elizabeth, although a celebrated 

J.Ooq, *‘ad only 3,000 inhabitants. Now it has over 
if or, nd these figures do not express the real growth 
P Peactj111! ^ ’ wbich is the heart of the North of England, 
Vutilf. °.ajly there is a great city here of one million of 

' lth Newcastle, Gateshead, Tynemouth, South 
j^tion, tc.- This is one of the oldest civilised and inhabited 

k!.nS lom- I «  .the year 80 Agricola, the 
trn here Ile)raI> built a fort on the present site of Newcastle,5 ** H U  U U U  l.HU UoUi-l U o  l L c U l t. VV G ilo  Lit ,
s?Peror J1 so passed the stupendous wall built by the 
• JQ|“  - ^everus from the Irish Sea to the German Ocean.C ?  thrAh^Snt fT,miles from Newcastle yet remains a curious 
'î  Pple-f Severus’s wall. It is about nine feet in breadth. 
QpS onwreo)erT vs out of the middle of it. From Roman 
itU' an?™’ blewcastle has been connected with the 
I>v5| th ,struSgles of Danes and Saxons, Scots and 
tjjjl an'{| I3 houses of Yoik and Lancaster, etc. At Jarrow 
( l e- Tli led Ibe venerable Bede, the best historian of his 

CaTs w a s  built during the reign of William the 
'hi. t eld • was at times a royal residence. Afterward 

a a,nSing fortunes, it was a place of refuge for 
b 0f VaSabonds Hying from justice. It is now the 

ya th.-. „ ,“ 0 town, a moro useful institution as such than 
6 abode of kUt>cariR

V s We»0 ______.. - - -
-hri, ''’Orlil °ll .'be roll of history, and what it is to-day
V 4* bee, e Presents many objects of interest, both in what
IL ' I . * O lì f  Iv a  n/^11 L I  . t- n .L n P  H  Ì.I t A . / l o l T  111

slight ei °F industry. It has a largo radical and Free- 
Jbi ,PlaCo mont. John Morley was the representative of 
bir; „L ari(I he is well known for his non-Christian

they do not seem to trouble him politically. 
% -tt r cbu_rchman will give him his vote. I find an 

r8anisation of Secularists at Newcastle. They
a,id hard-working, and cultivate 

lit us°ciai Friday evening, before the lecture, we
’ ~ g'lthering for the purpose of getting acquainted.

the spirit of

s?cretary, Mr. W. Gilhespie, Mr. Carl Aarstad,
•Mi. . tW) ’'S  h'nrmn,, \r„ D______1- nrwl Atlioro umrnForman, Mr. 

nether. There
Peacock, and others, were 

i V :8clt0“ wll!r. m ere was a speech of welcome by 
f  v ’0us > a response by tho American visitor, songs and 
Wvi? a Ve?111 , 'be cheerful circle of an English high tea.

!'breP  ̂P'easanb introduction to the campaign labors, 
w r fcatl,L Coture3 on Sunday, July 7, to good audiences. 

1arlf, 0 r was so fine that people would rathor walk in 
Zander by the sea-shore, than attend church,

chapel, or lecture. They are beginning to enjoy the 
Sunday here in a somewhat continental way, and the 
ancient gloom is disappearing. I was satisfied with the 
result. Those who do identify themselves with the move
ment in Newcastle are sturdy in their support. They are 
jovial companions. On Monday I went over to South 
Shields, where I met some of the Secularists of this flourish
ing point. Mr. Peacock, the president of the society, Mr. 
George White, Mr. Sanderson, of Jarrow, Mr. William 
Gilhespie, etc, are gathered around the festive_ table. 
Afterwards we walked to the pier, from which, in the 
illuminated evening, is presented one of the most beautiful 
sights on the coast of England. The pier runs out one mile 
into the sea, and over it at times the waves break in giant 
fury. Here are tho life-boat stations. Thousands have 
been saved from the stormy ocean. The two piers at 
South Shields and Tynemouth form an immense break
water, and where once there was only danger to the 
tossing ship is now a secure harbor. One would hardly 
think as he walked along the placid shore where multitudes 
of people are flocking, where boats are plying, and waves 
roll softly over the wide beach on which hundreds of 
children romp, while the sea spreads afar like a mirror, 
and the hanks of tho Tyne glow resplendent like fairy 
halls—one would hardly think that the tempestuous ocean 
might rush in with ten thousand battalions and shake these 
colossal piers to their foundation, and thunder to the very 
streets of the city. But such is sometimes the vast velocity 
and terror of this now smiling expanse. Man, however, 
does not lose his courage or his skill, and battles victoriously 
with the elements. I understand that the modern life-boat, 
which plunges defiantly into the very jaws of death, and 
cannot be engulfed, hut always comes right side up amidst 
the most whirling billows, was first invented at Newcastle. 
The impetuous bravery of the old Norse kings abides on the 
river Tyne, and the hero goes forth to combat the storm- 
god with joyous enthusiasm, not to destroy now, but (o 
save.

The North of England makes a noble record for the 
Ereethought campaign ; and the time was all too short that 
I could spend in this varied metropolis, with its.progressive 
spirit, its vast industries, its beautiful surroundings, its 
thrilling and splendid historic associations. In no part of 
England can one better observe the evolutions of the human 
race, its struggle for existence, and the survival of tho 
fittest.

On Tuesday, July 9, I am again, in London, after an 
absence of about five weeks. I spend Wednesday evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. Gilmour, of Glasgow, 
and J. M. Wheeler, at tho home of Charles Watts, where 
among congenial spirits, the life of London flows with the 
progress of tho world. Watts is pre-eminently sociable 
He does not reserve all his vivacity for the platform. He 
believes in good comradeship. And, indeed, we could net 
stand the tug of war, endure the battle with injusti<e 
and wrong, unless at times wo did gather about the camp fire, 
throw our weapons off, and enjoy the pleasures of the hour 
with mental stimulation and happy impulse. Mr. and Mrs. 
Watts have the kindly art of making the fireside light 
genial to both friend and stranger. Old-time experiences 
in America come flashing along, while new fields open 
before. I was pleased to meet our brilliant representative 
in the North, Mr. Gilmour, who is one of our best-equipped 
men, a thorough student, and a facile and suggestive lecturer. 
He keeps things on the move, and Freethought in his hands 
will never lack a successful defender.

On Thursday, with Mrs. Watts and Mrs. Foote, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilmour, I visit for the first time the wonderful 
gloom of Westminster Abbey. Here is the buried majesty 
of the ages. Here are the tombs of kings and queens, of the 
“ illustrious obscure,” and of poets and philosophers who 
have given glory to the universal world. Here for hours 
one can wander among beautiful and solemn chapels, the 
sunbeams falling from windows of marvellous hues upon the 
white faces of the dead shining in statuesque glory ; the 
gorgeous tombs, clothed with imperial regalia ; the marble 
slab, silent over the ashes of immortal genius ; along the 
old parliament house, small and barren, within whose walls 
once rolled and surged an imperious host, and the green 
sward contrasting with the desolation of decay. To the eye 
of imagination, tho portals of the centuries seem to open ; 
the dust awakes, and a multitudinous procession appears. 
The old minster appears' to melt, and its “ frozen music ’ 
becomes an abounding melody of life. The poetry, the art, 
the romance, the gallantry and splendor of a thousand 
years fill the venerable aisles, and the great city is f jrgotten 
in the thronging shadows of this o’erarching sepulchre, 
enriched with the pathos and sublimity of the dead genera 
tion.s.

Friday I had the pleasure of dining again at Simpson’s, with 
Watts, Foote, Forder, and Mr. George Anderson. This time 
Mr. Anderson gives tho Pilgrim a beautiful golden compass, 
so that wheresoever he may travel—on top of tho Andes, or 
on Greenland’s icy shores, or India’s coral strand, or, it may 
he, Siberia’s darksome plains—he will have, not the word of 
God, but the beautiful finger of nature, the unerirng needle
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that is ever constant to the glorious shining star, to guide 
him to liberty and truth. I thank my friend for this 
magnet of nature—more faithful than any saint, more 
accurate than any Bible, more subtle than any god, more 
enduring than any church—that, ever pointing to the 
sparkling reality, is a thousand times greater blessing to 
humanity than a million golden crosses.

One would scarcely think that, among the crowding 
masses of London, one would ever meet by chance a friend 
from America. One might roam for a hundred years in 
these streets, and never come across another’s track. But it 
happened that almost the first thing that Dr. Darrow, of 
Fargo, and Mr. Morton, of Minneapolis, did was to meet the 
Pilgrim on the Strand, one of the great thoroughfares of 
London. I couldn’t recognise my transatlantic friends at 
first, it seemed so wildly improbable that anybody from 
Dakota or Minnesota would be in London. But so it was. 
I rallied to the occasion, and America for the moment was 
in the ascendant, and we hardly realised that we were on 
the oriental side of the “ great herring-pond.” We joined 
forces for the time being, and beheld the wonders of the 
Palace, and the delightfully-horrible wax-works of Madame 
Tussaud. It being a supreme necessity for all foreigners, 
especially Americans, to see these wax-works, we proceeded 
to do the business at the earliest moment. The exhibition 
is really no better than a ten-cent show in Chicago, except 
in the extent and the awful realism of its exhibits. There 
is quite a gorgeous display of the kings and queens of 
history, the great warriors, the successful statesmen ; but to 
my mind the most interesting wax statue in the whole 
collection was that of Madame Tussaud herself—a little bit 
of a woman, but apparently full of grit and extraordinary 
energy; and it certainly must have taken an immense 
amount of enthusiasm and persistency to have gotten 
together a collection like this—the most varied and 
grotesque collection to be seen on the planet, especially 
the “  Chamber of Horrors ”—what a lurid fascination in 
these uncouth displays ! Here is the identical trunk that 
held the murdered body, the identical knife that did the 
bloody deed, the identical dress worn by the victim, and so 
on to the end of the thrilling chapter. It was a relief to 
finish the round of this infernal curiosity shop.

Saturday I journey to Bristol. I am welcomed to the 
hospitable home of Dr. and Mrs. Stevens, and the days of 
work and entertainment pass delightfully along. The 
Doctor is an earnest Freethinker, and it would be a great 
help to our cause if a few more like him would stand in the 
ranks. He questioned the parliamentary candidates of his 
district as to their position in regard to the “ Blasphemy 
Laws,” by which the Secularists of England are at present 
outlawed. The Liberal candidate expressed himself as 
distinctly in favor of their repeal, but Michael Hicks 
Beach, the Conservative candidate, said that, while the 
law in its present form was a little old-fashioned, yet 
he was in favor of a blasphemy law of some kind. He 
was also opposed to the opening of museums, etc., on the 
“ Sabbath,” and expressed a great horror of the “ continental 
Sunday.” I think this is about the general position of the 
Tory party, and if that party wins, there is but little hope 
of the repeal of the “ Blasphemy Laws,” although it must be 
admitted, even by the Conservative, that these laws are an 
outrage on human rights. The parliamentary election is at 
present occupying the attention of the community to the 
exclusion of almost everything else; and so, for the time 
being, the Freethought audiences are not so largo as they 
might otherwise be.

I must thank Mr. and Mrs. Stevens for their kind 
attention to the American visitor. I must record the 
smiles and beauty of the little baby—five months old— 
Dorothy Winifred, who contributed much to the enjoyment 
of the occasion, and who will, no doubt, ever illuminate, the 
path of rreethought, if the laws of heredity prevail and the 
promise of a happy birth. Samuel P. Putnam.

( To be continued.)

Ierelioion is the end towards which we are hastening. 
After all, why should not humanity do without dogmas 1 
Speculation will replace religion. Among the most advanced 
nations dogmas are already decreasing ; by inward toil tho 
incrustations of thought aro bruised and destroyed. In 
France we are already for tho most part without religion ; 
tho man of the world believes no more than the scholar ; ho 
has his small fund of ideas more or less simple or profound, 
on which he lives without feeling tho want of addressing 
himself to the priest. In Germany tho work of decomposition 
of dogmas is also very advanced. In England it only 
commences, but it goes fast. Christianity seems every
where to be followed by Freethinking. With Buddhism 
and Hinduism it 18 the same. In India the majority of 
intelligent men are, I reethinkcrs ; in China there is no 
national religion. ies, it will be a long time yet, but 
religion is passing away, and wo can already imagine tho 
time when Europe will bo quite without it .-A Y n «( Renan.

B O O K  C H A T .

We have received from tho Esoteric Publishing J 
Applegate, California, a copy of the Esoteric. Out j 
curiosity, we wasted some time over it, and it a*YIj,.c]i 
insight into the lamentable credulity, superstition, and ,A
of real education which can lead people to write and r, ¡8 
such a jumble of words without ideas as is displayed m 
organ of Christian Theosophy.

A
Macmillan it Co. have published The. Sexes Compared 

Other Essays, by Dr. Eduard von Hartmann, the [?e,npr. 
Pessimist. The New Woman is not likely to re l, 
Hartmann. He defends the double standard in moral3»...• ation.13;;’thinks that, “ if we listened to the woman emancipai16" .^  
and deprived men of all their privileges in state and soc je 
in law and morality, we should inaugurate a period of ie 0f 
rule unparalleled in history.” Then what would becoffl̂ jj| 
poor, defenceless man 1 Probably the New Woman ^  
think he is pretty safe while so much of the elemen S]J 
savage shows beneath the surface of the cultured be 
doctor.

*  *  *  .
Tfico0

A penny Life of Thomas Burt, M.P., by Georgy ■ jt 
Holyoake, has been published by Walter Scott, Limite ĵjy, 
was written for an American volume on the 
issued at Springfield, Mass., who claim kinship with tn 
Burt, and is the fullest biography of him yet publish6

*  *  *  .  , h  fkt
The Humboldt Publishing Company issue this vaon 

Theory of Human Progression, by Patrick Edward ^ jt 
This work was written nearly half a century ago, a.n ^¡¡f 
Henry George is said to have been indebted for ms v-bo 
ideas in his Progress and Poverty. Alexander Hi?rve^nd 11 
edits the book, prefaces it with a life of the author 
mention of the circumstances that led to its suppr®38

Patrick Edward Dove’s book was praised by Sir 
Hamilton and Thomas Carlyle. Charles Sumner ” “re,c3 
stereotyped in America. Its main principle is that P " It 
is conditioned by the acquisition of true knowledfc'uCj 
maintains the doctrine of liberty and equality» and

Willig

that rent ought to belong to a nation. Henry George 
it at a public meeting at Glasgow (North^lb clb il fJUUliU UJrcilllg «u V r TU ’ 11’<l
Mail, December 19, 1884). But Dove was of Mlu T)oVe’ t »• • . I- . ______ l _ a»1

in
strong Individualist and opposed to Socialism- s
at one time editor of the Commonwealth at jied
edited the Imperial Dictionary of Biography. 6 0
1873. ' ..

*  *  *  Eogl.i .
M. Zola’s novel of Rome is to bo translated gS in'

by Mr. E. A. Vizetelly, son of the puolisher who 
prisoned for selling Zola’s works. .

*  *  *  heretW
The Hon. Lionel Tollemache, who writes

work, privately issued, entitled Stones of i? ,ctt, wb1 
issuing a personal memoir of Dr. Benjamin Jow >
Mr. Edward Arnold will publish.

The new Coleridge work which Mr. Willi*® 
announces “ * * - • - . ’ -c • :-h

w Uolendge work wmen Mr. , ’,,.‘ “/j"Z0ber. X  ji« 
iiiiijuuutes will be ready before the end of y 6 
ridge was in the habit of keeping note-books, r̂ j)pSe P u. 
chronicled table-talk and wrote finished prose. , j],c C, . 
books have remained unpublished in the hands 
ridge family until now, when Mr. Ernest 1 i»r,‘ i 'cted 
has prepared a volume of extracts. The title s rci‘ \ 
“ Animw P oetaf represents tho spirit of the 
ing the poet’s mind on various matters at vari (0 be ? 
Coleridge index, which should bo very useful, 
at the end.

fi

A

F o r ? % e A '

discriminating study of “ George Eliot’s Place
 ̂  ̂ I ̂

Mr. Ileinemann will shortly publish ffjh

Frederic Harrison has, in tho September^ jnLitcr9

eru°
u v m c i u a i j i i  " i n  - , v . j  , —  nrevi'A le

corres|>ondenco of Ernest Renan, with a 1 . jV  «w i  i I'si-Humciicw in j-.rnrsu ju -iijwi, l,is
of his beloved sister Hcnriette, to whom 
was dedicated. lUiAl

* * * as
We read that The Life and. Letters\ of XaC

edited by his son, is soon to bo publisn 
and Co.

kin«1If- jnb'Ilect and imlgmentof manK>"'* (|0 iw- 
cultivated, a thing which Protestants at lel^ t(ly e*e* >—...... . «» . "iiii-ii i i wia — roprn*’!'''*gu .\jo>
on what can these faculties lie more *PP rI, h'1. »opyjs1’
by any one than on the things which CO to
that it is no«r considered necessary f(,r , rst»nu lefE/y.
on them 1 If the cultivation of the sUrelj[
in ono thing more than in another, it • jj,-//,
tho grounds of one’s own opinions.—*'*
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A LATE POPE AND ETERNAL REST. C R E E D S .

^wiving at the gate of heaven)—Ah ! now for my well- 
êffat rest—eternal rest. (Sighs heavily, and taps gently at

Pr̂ Eli~ ^ h °  js there ?
E'~The Pope.

Ve | {opening gate, refers to a voluminous pocket-hook)— 
(Jo,’ et we see ; the Father wishes to speak to you—the first 

,°F the right, marked “ private.”
Tl, the corridor and knocks as instructed.)
p0® t ather—Who’s there ?
'jl p It is I, the Pope, your most merciful majesty.

%, ‘ Father, (from within)—Oh, ah ! my son would like to 
(fkl p ~~tke next door on the right.

JJlnifps inrt.h rlrnn.rt.ii /tn.rf. Z*E moves with dignity, and knocks as directed by the 
I n ,  . Father.)
]y„\°Penmg same)—Who might you be ?
J. C Pope’ Lord-.-Oh.,iv6n' wu, yes! the Holy Ghost wants particularly to 

with you. Ring next door.
' I ope gathers up his shroud, and rings ivith some 

trepidation.)
Who’s there ?Ho:

Pope-G-Host"
to w I) the Pope, most holy spirit, seeking admission

A Y0rl  re*t- ( The door opens.) 
we—Lome in.

R0tv q  ( The Pope enters.)
H0 H Uhost— Oh ! so you are the Pops ; you are the man 
iU,. -j s, ,s,I)read all those tales about me and the Virgin 

IW  \ra^s l°udly for Attendants.) 
p£̂ N o ,n o ; 1 - i o n l y -  

i Holy n (Enter Attendants.)
, *¡1(1 m ii0ST (to Attendants)—To Hell with this man—the

C  he Lake-E and Attendants down the li f t ; the Pope shrieking 
vociferously.)

A rthur T. Barnard.

j EH0VAH’S MEMORY DEFECTIVE.
V. ^

i idsebood occurs in Exodus vi. 2 ,3 : “ And God 
tk'llpearr.{)| '̂ 09es> and said unto him, I am the Lord : And 
y® ftatRe pU9,*'° Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 
ai,„i. ot God Almighty, but by bit name Jehovah (i.e

i. nr»f. ~ rPViio neooi’hinn t.h
r i l i  Wn xx iim g u cy , uuc u y  xiiv u a m u ^ H u v c t u ^ , ,
h»b'9 6n,l • 1 n.ot known to them.” This assertion of the 

,.1S Ra9py disproved, although the word “ Jehovah ”

name
concealed by the pious translators. 

j 4VehS,,lv-26: “ Thenb cgan men to call upon the

2r : “  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, 
v P m‘ne band unto Yaveh, the most high God.” 

Qo,]\ , , 2 : “  And Abram said, Adonai Yaveh (rendered
4 V 6 W rrl^xr thou give me ?’ . . ..

o » 0 * av e h ” (Jehovah) occurs also in Ganesis n.* O. \’ J 1 R IQ cti n -i __T?1 Tr» rinnneici m
X ' laveh’ -p?’ 1°' 2b 22—Yaveh Elohim. In Genesis iii. 
urJffo thP ,^‘°bim ; but prominently in Genesis xiii. 4 : 
TOatl(j .jP'Ace of the altar which he had made there at 
C * .  b e t»1"6 Abram called on the name of Yaveh Elohim.” 

Y0tl,Woii«een bethel and Hai, Abram called (preached)
' I th(nT̂ r -  Tawh !
JltJ V The i ' odi bas a bad memory, to say the least 
Devi50ot c l«0 y Clhost who inspired (I) the writers of the 

19 -,o<ftrN sbows himself-infallible. A pres tout tho! » 01 thf i  T 0Ws nimse 
the father of lies.

Charles K roll Exporte.

^ 6  Wr^-,

^l^bvin..0^ 1110 curate is very pathetic. There are only 
•“'it i ln8s J I T  some 24,000 clergy, and the incumbents of rih te .i Jtest tlif.v „ 1... K.firt off than the curates,S  lQe the f test they are little better off than the curates, 

>  they 0t th*t they arc not liable to lose their situa- 
y j S  get old. We confess our sympathy is not so 

N i  The1 thosc "'ho find it hard to live on some £  .»0 
,’C S 'viii6, Wore they wail, tho more likely sensible 
J i^ .  n  to educate their sons for1 a more honest

* .  <"»« » ! a .... . e .

( V  >ike ti^u?eum authorities, having the fear cf men
S>. f » . ‘ ‘ 'r .K m n . »n.l ' T.V. t .  '  S

■en the Christy 
thouty sir,'* of i>„T. torc the time ot Adam, jacu  .

of q . ‘istorie stone implements, etc., wemt wi 
f . f ’ l c i f n  v.ast antiquity. But this is breaking (

£

ticiA p v.ast antiquity. But this isJiroaking down.
‘ Og l  G“ u[° we read of a “  King of Babylonia. . .

'tC H’0 yroarj  before the creation ot Adam, thoug 
> 9enuf a,d- “ about no. 4000.” Then wo have the 
>  of Khufu-Ankh, a tomb .having the
. Su,; VRign Of life dated n .. 3733 : and the photoHR dat«i .m ’ Ü733 : ami the photo 
lQSof I.- i 'ratnid” appears ns “ built, probably, ly  

oYpt, about B.c. 4300.”

L ong years I’ve spent in study over creeds ; 
Perplexed by questions deep beyond reply ;
Now tempted to affirm, now to deny ;

Sad, paralysing influence on good deeds.

What joy to follow where calm nature leads !
And roam in woods or fields which round us lie ; 
To gather flowers, or behold the sky ;

And thence invoke that peace the spirit needs.

All nature speaks to man with tranquil voice ;
He, too, her child, is nurtured on her breast;
She shows, full oft, for him a smiling face.

But not alone for him. The fields rejoice ;
Birds sing, sun shines, vexed ocean sinks to rest, 
Bright stars roll on in the vast sea of space.

— Open Court. E. E merson.

Was Not David M istaken?
Either David was not a close observer, else the age in 

which he lived was verv different from that of to-day, 
provided he always told the truth. He said : “ I have been 
young, and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”

Fearing some critic would insist the word rendered 
“ righteous ” was not properly translated, we consulted the 
revised edition of the Holy Book, also the Jewish translation, 
and the Catholic. The latter substitutes the word “ just” ; 
but this is a synonym with “ righteous” which is used in the 
other authorities. We determined to consult the commen 
tutors, who, the reader is aware, assume to know everything 
about Bible characters, as well as G od; so we turned to 
Scott, who is an old standby. To our delight, we found he 
affirms our statement, using these words: “ The Psalmist 
had never, during a long course of observation, known an 
instance of the kind.” The conclusion is irresistible : all 
that vast array of unfortunates who find themselves 
seemingly forsaken by God and man, who are infirm with 
age, or are crippled with disease, who are destitute of tho 
needs of life, and subsist by the hospitality of the charitable, 
wrung from them by importunate begging, are neither 
righteous of themselves nor descendants of just parents. 
We are right sorry to learn this, for it is a crushing blow at 
the poor and destitute, and, if properly understood and fully 
believed, it will operate severely to their prejudice.

—Progressive Thinker.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

Teacher—“ What is man?” Boy—“ Dust.” “ What is
woman f  “ Sawdust.”

Teacher (to class)—“ Who was the first man?” Litt'e 
]30y—“ Adam.” Teacher—“ Right. Now, who was the fust 
woman 1 ’ Little Boy—“ His mother.”

Bobby—“ Mamma, do the streets of heaven flow with 
milk and honey?” Mother—“ So the Bible says, dear.” 
Bobby—“ And is that why the angels have wings,’cause 
the walking’s so bad V

Teacher (to little boys)—“ What is the shape of the world V 
Little Boys—“ Don’t know, sir.” “ Well, what is the shape 
of my snuff-box?” “ Square, sir.” “ No, no; I don’t mean 
that one, I mean the one I use on Sundays.” “ Round, sir.” 
“ Now, then; what is the shape of the world?” “ Square 
on week-days, and round on Sundays.”

Hostess (to little six-year-old visitor at dinner)—“ Why 
don’t you ask a blessing at your house. Tommy ? Don't you 
thank tho Lord for what you cat?” Tommy—“ No, ma’am ; 
we don’t have to. We pay for what we get.” [Tommy was 
a philosopher. The habit of thanking the Lord for a meal 
naturally arose when a man had to go out and hunt for one 
before he got it.]

W hat I must do is all that concerns me, not what tho 
people think. This rule, equally arduous in actual and in 
intellectual life, may serve for tho whole distinction between 
greatness and meanness, i t  is the harder, because you will 
always find those who think they know what is your duty 
better than you know it. 11 is easy in the world to live after 
tho world’s opinion ; it is easy in solitude to live after our 
own ; but the great man is he who, in the midst of the crowd, 
keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude. 
—Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach, us hy first post on Tuesday, and 
he marked “ Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
F okesters’ H all (Clerkenwell-road, E.O.) : 7.30, Charles Watts, 

“ Secularism in Modern Thought.”
Battbrska  Sec u la r  H a l l  (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

Robert Shaw, “ Some Facts about the Bible.” Tuesday, at 8, social for 
members and friends.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
a lecture.

W est H am  S ecular  Eth ic a l  Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 
Open discussion— “ Neo-Malthusianism.”

Open-A ir  P ro pasan da .
B attersea  P a r k  G ates : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Who was Jesu3 Christ 

— God, Man, or Myth ?”
Ca m b e r w e ll  (Station-road): 11.30, St John willlecture. 
Cl e r k e n w e l l  G r e e n : 11.15, Stanley Jones, “ Does Christianity 

Support Slavery ?”
D eptford  B r o a d w a y  : 6.30, C: James will lecture. Thursday, at 8, 

C. James will lecture.
E dmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, Stanley Jones, “ Our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”
F insbury Park  (near the band-stand): 11.15, G. Standring, “ What 

b the New Testament?” 3.15,St. John will lecture.
H ammersmith  B ridge  (Middlesex side): 7, W. Heaford, “ The Doom 

of the Gods.” Thursday, at 8.30, F. Haslam, “ Mohammed and his 
Koran.”

H yde  P a r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 . W . Heaford, “ The Sermon 
on the Mount” ; 3.30, “ An Hour with the Devil.” Wednesday, at 8, F. 
Haslam will lecture.

I slington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, A. Guest, “ The 
Origin of the New Testament.”

K ilbu rn  (corner of Victoria-road): 7, T. Thurlow, “ W hy I  am Not a 
Ch’ istian.”

K inosland  (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11 30, S. E. Easton, 
“ Where'will You Spend Eternity?”

L am beth  (Kennington Park): 3.30, Mrs. Thornton Smith, “ The 
Meaning of Secularism.”

M il e  End W aste  : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Shadows of Superstition.”
Old Pimlico P ie r  : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Garden of Eden.” 
.Regen t 's P a r k  (near Gloucester G ale): 3. S. E. Easton will lecture. 
V ic t o r ia  P a r k  (near the fountain): 11.1ft, a lecture; 3.15, S. R. 

Thompson, “ Is lhere a Life Beyond the Grave ?’’
W ood G reen  (.Tolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, C. James will lecture; 

7, W . J. Ramsey will lecture. Thursday, at 8, a lecture.

COUNTRY.
B irmingham  (Alexandra Hall, Hopa-street): 11, Gymnasium Class ; 

7, Concert.
B la c kb urn  : C. Cohen will lecture on Sept 17, 18, 19, and 20. 
C h a t h a m  Secular  H a l l  (QaeenVroad, New lirompton): 2.45, 

Sunday-school; 7, J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., “ A  Chemical Lecture, with 
Experiments.”

L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, J. Roberts, 
“ Reason Only.”

M anchester  Secular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, 0. 
Cohen, “ The Great French Revolution— Part I I I , Daybreak 6.30, “ The
Holy Bible.”

Nkwcastle -ON-Tyne  (Northumberlan.l Hall, High Friar-street, near 
Grey's monument): 7, Jt. Mitchell will lecture.

S heffield  S ecular  Society  IHall of Science.Rockingham-street) : 
7, W . Dyson, “ Professor Huxley from a Freethought Standpoint.”

South Shields  (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King street): 
7, business meeting.

Open-A ir  P ropaganda.
B rad fo rd  (Open Market, James-street) : 6.30, H. Smith, “ The 

Higher Criticism.”
C hatham  (corner of the New Brompton-road, High-street) : 11.15, 

J. B. Coppock, “ Matter and Force.”
Derby (Maiket-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.
M anchester  (Stephenson-square): 3, C. Cohen, “ Belief and Conduct.” 
N ew castle -on-T yn e  (Quayside) : 11, a lecture.

Lacturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen , 12 Merchant-street. Bow-road, London, E.— Sept. 15, Man

chester ; 17 to 20, Blackburn; 22 and 29, Bi mingham.

St a n l e y  J ones. 52 Davenant-road. Holloway, London, N.— Sept. 15, 
m. Finsbury, e. Edmonton; 22, m. Kingsland, e. Deptford; 25, Hyde 
Park; 26, Hammersmith; 29, m. Victoria Park, a. Finsbury Park, e. 
Kilburn.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe. London, S.E.— Sept. 15, 
Mile End ; 22. Camberwell; 29, Westminster. October 6, Camberwell; 
20, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

T. T h u r l o w , 350 Old Ford-road, E — Sept. 15, e. Kilburn ; 22, m. 
and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 29, e. Edmonton.

rp O  FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring 
L SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Oastle-street. W . (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.STANTON, tho People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito

Somerset House).— TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. Od. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges Teeth cn 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2 s. 6d .; extraction, 
I s . ; painless by ga3, 5s.

Works by G. W. Foote.
Flowers of Freethought.

lis. 6d.
First Series. 221 pp ., bound in

cloth,

Second Series. 302 pp., boun1A*Flowers of Freethouglit.
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to t j .3 Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old 

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s ^  
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is .; bound in cloth, H 

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public 
with the Rov. Dr. James McCann. Is .; suporior edit10 > 
cloth, Is. 6d. ie

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate with* 
Besant. Is .; suporior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d- 
suporfino papor, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d .; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
W ill Christ Save Us ? A  Thorough Examination of thoI AAA V U i  AOV Kl.il V V > 0  i ~  *. ~  v, ̂  -

of Jesus Christ to bo considered tho Savior of tho World. 
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d. Jlirt
A  Defence of Free Speech. Throo Hours’ Address to t*10 

before Lord Coleridge. W ith a Special Proface and man)’ 1 
notos. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2 d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d. eI A
My Resurrection. A  Missing Chapter from the G°BP 

Matthew, discovered by G. W . Foote. 2d.
Tho Folly of Prayer. 2d. 0(}
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. '  nt:j 
Was Jesus Insane? A  Searching Inquiry into the 

Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id . oj.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone- 
The Impossible Creed. An Opon Letter to Bishop M»g 

the Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2 d.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A  Criticism on Lux Mundi.
The Dying Atheist. A  Story, id .
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A  Candid Criticism. 2d. 
Secularism and Theosophy. A  Rojoinder to Mrs.
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame

2d- . , - al E ^The Shadow of the Sword. A  Moral and Statistic.

a W !

id-

A

si

W ar. 2d. ^  peep1
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does f°r“ ~ »-'• ------- -— n —   j  %>

and what the People do for Royalty. 2d. e-if&k in
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and large y *  3̂) (% .

:heW*>d (I
a b°*. Jvw!

(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple- ¿¡’abel>Elrwl ill • ÍM The Tower °f,Yonder’ -■and Abel, Id .; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id .; (5) Tho Tower - ^ ftn<uw.„ 
(6) Lot’s W ife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, _ld .; (8) id-!An
Jows, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .; (10) God in .• -  
Jonah and tho W hale, Id. ;  (12) Bibio Animals, Id .; RF'cifif1' 
Mother, Id .; (14) The Resurrection, 2d .; (15) Thfl

00»

Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id. ^  r<
jondon : E. Forder, 28 S tonecutter-street,

Read “ THE TRUTH s e e k e R-

M onth ly , P rice I d.

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E -
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholosalo, Mr. Fordor-

THE BIRTH OF
A  CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life o f  Jesus.’
W IT H  A N  INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposui 

v Story by a Master Hand.)
re of the

Gosp.cl

Price Sixpence.
London ; K. Forder, 28 Stonecutter

•-street E.C.
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
H o m e  CO N SU LTATIO N S— io  a.m. to I  p.m ., 70S. 6d.;

6 p.m. to 8 p.m ., j s .  Patients Visited.
Co Me d ic a l  e s s a y s . Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Articles^ on Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
ti0 ac£?\ The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, Constipa- 
Cold Bl!jousness» Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
Tl s,» Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms, 

ue nch, etc.
r Me d ic a l  e s s a y s . Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.v-oi •}|ai ains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
f0r fuan,p Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice 
Co Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
*TUrnours^'n5!?WC>rm* Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs

^MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Articles, on No More Death, Management o f Young Children, Un- 

Hund teff  domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
Attract’ ^ ears> to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 

v?; Cn the Cause and Cure o f Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness. 
W i ^ ^ i n s ,  Boils aud -  ' ’ ~ ~  ..................  "
^ ercury.

Cô EDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Milk asS ^ t id e s  on Hardening, Work and .Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
**'■ s *ood, the Tomato, Poultices, .Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical

P eins> Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 
Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

?ther Art•’ ion ics» Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
bice, Cl l S* Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Herpes / p en'P°x> Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
en2a . ter or .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 

T\Lp latlca* Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
Con^D lC A L  ESSAYS. Vol. V . For Fostal Order for is. 2d.
Jhe Aged on Bure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
£0en;fi] 'r ? ra*n*nS.» Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
£°°thach B°il, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 
^Velids p- ^ore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes a 
’ ÔunrK i?ts’ Tainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomitic

Th p*™*’ Scalds’ Bru‘ses’ etc-
e Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

^ g T a k e * * ^  M E D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to

^ F ETU^ H 'ISM  : 1TS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for 7d.
CONL.AND DIG ESTIO N . Post free for 7d.

All (j  UMI r iO N  : Il'S  N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d.
•j-jj ese Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. Gi. Send Postal Order.
4 bO nV Pi lN PH LETS FOR YOU NG M EN. For Postal Order for is. id. 
ll  ̂ r OR M A R R IE D  W OM EN . For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Viniunicationg to be addressed to—

1 S p a n ish -
DR. T. R. ALLINSON, 

place, M anchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK
t r u e

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

: M O RA LITY , or  TH E  T H E O R Y  AMD 
PRACTICE OF N E O -M ALTH U SIAN ISM .

Ieo By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
f aSet, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 
j  Price Is., post free.

i * * «  to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
°S]g parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages

l°'-en poat tree 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution is.
h Nrt ■ lree*
M^Phlet *0na  ̂^.'former of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’ 
f^thusian A  ‘ ’ 8 an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
It"] S- an<t practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
tat-^asian p sPec’al value of Mr. Holmes' service to tne Neo-
Wa011 ^  hia USe and to human well-being generally is just his cornbi- 

for fam;i>a??P!j 'et of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
l0a lj® secured lmdtahon with a plain account of the means by which it 

Td81 posRiK?’ an.d an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
otĈ e Ooim • ® Puces.”

T?8 have ° f tli!i Malthusian League, Dr. Dryadale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
0 >  Trade 8P.°^ea of it in very high terms.

Cr order, 0iTpp, d by It. F o r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 
J, f uould be sent to the author.

^ • j^ O L M E S , H ANNEY, W A N TA G E , B E R K S.

Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
in il.v ’P Mrs. Besant in Law o f Population, p. 32, and Dr. 

^tL®P-strePr o, IIan<iboolc, p. 51. Made solely by J. PULLEN, 15 
ltl®s). j, > Dlerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 

or particulars send stamped envelope

‘L-w of 'W P O R T A N T  CAUTI ON.
^Wsii?8 “ j  83 imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 

V intros 6 1 lSc 0 ° . ” and “  J. IF. ltendall ” being speciously and 
Lqok uced to deceive the public.

por A u tograph  R egistered  T r ad e  M a r k

No. 182,688.
• " e<i IsK ---------
l einson’ 0S Each  Bo x , w it h o u t  w h ic h  None a r e  G en u in e .

4lli,®d- I)ry Dn? e'with Vertical and Reverse Current, Ss. fid., 4s. fid., 
I tttt’s Onin- rey’a Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

' O. lUe Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

ilDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

T H E  L E G I T I M A T I O N  L E A G U E .
Neither law nor custom gives its sanction to the duel, and neither may 

be said to countenance pugilism, even in its milder forms.
The day when married people will no longer be left to fight it out is 

dawning with a momentum unparalleled in any previous period since 
th* mooting of the first Divorce Bill.

Much of prejudice, and that by no means founded solely on what has 
been termed the Indeterminate Co-efficient of Supernaturalism, has allied 
itself with what is either the show or the substance of reason, in 
counteracting the forces which seek to dispel the gloom.

The day of emancipation is doubtless distant, and little hope of 
accelerating the dawn lies down the devious path of legislative endeavor.

Whilst each for himself or herself must weigh the personal damage—  
the ostracism of society, the detriment in business, and any other con
siderations of like character— all must realise that the line to be pursued 
is that which has led all other pioneers in history to attain their ends, 
the line of active or passive rebellion against the laws and customs of 
the time.

No active defiance of law is involved in dispensing with the seal of 
Slate sanction which is withheld from all who rebel against the slavery 
of marriage. Though their alliances are illicit, they are not illegal ; and 
their children, though illegitimate, suffer injuries remediable by legisla
tion, which few would rate as momentous save where the entail of 
property is concerned.

The really grave difficulties are encountered in the conflict with 
custom, and here, as ever, the multiplication of offenders will soften the 
austerity of the condemnation.

Those wishful to forward the cause, and willing to live together 
without the bond of Stite wedlock, are invited to register their alliances 
before the Notifying Clerk of the Legitimation League, and to acknow
ledge their children born out of wedlock.

It is not essential that consent bs given for the public advertising 
of these alliances, but as the registers will be opm for inspection 
by any member of the League, or by any persons on payment of 
a fee (whether or not such persons may be presumed to have a 
direct interest in ascertaining the information therein contained), the 
League covenants with every registering party that the latter will not 
3eek to mike it responsible for any injury arising from unauthorised 
and indiscriminate publication.

Those who wish to advertise their alliances, and to publicly acknow
ledge their children, through the .medium of the Legitimation League, 
must give consent in writing to the Honorary Secretary :— Oswald 
Dawson, Harir.an Villa, Seacroft, nr. Leeds.

In preparation— The Bar Sinister and Licit Love, the First Biennial 
Proceedings of the Legitimation League, Is. ;  The Dawn o f Civilisation, 
by J. C. Spence (cheap edition), 4d. j Personal Lights and Sexual Wrongs, 
by Oswald Dawson, 6d.

THE LEGITIMATION LEAGUE.
We, William F. Dunton and Emma M. A. Dunton, formerly Emma 

M- A. Briggs, of GO North-street, Sloaue-street, London, S.W., having 
since the Pith of November, lS9i, lived together as Mr. and Mrs. Dunton, 
and being now so styled and commonly known, hereby give notice of 
our alliance.

We hereby also acknowledge the parentage of Millicent Louisa Dunton, 
born the 4th of February, 1894, and announce our determination to 
similarly regard as acknowledged children any future issue of our union.

We consent to the publication of this notice in such manner as the 
Honorary Secretary of the Legitimation League shall see fit.

Read by us this 19th day of duly, 1895, and signed before Arthur 
Cornwell, Notifying Clexk to the Legitimation Leigu*.

W . F. DUNTON.
EMMA M. A. DUNTON.

Witnessed by Oswald Dawson , Harman Villa, Seacroft, near Leeds.
„  A rthur Cornwell, Albion Walk Chambers, Leeds.

Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING- CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W .  FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follows :—

l  —Bible Contradictions- The contradictions are printed in
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

TH OM AS P A IN E ’S W O R K S.

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G. W.
F oote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.
Complete Theological Works. (Including the Age of

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. fid.
The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political

Biography by J. M. W heeler. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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SALE.  SALE.
NOW  FOR ANOTHER HOW LING GALE OF BUSINESS.

Black or Navy Serge Suit Length (Pure Wool)

Check or Mixture Suit Length (Pure Wool) ...

3 Pure W ool Trouser Lengths (Splendid 
Qualities)

Black, Navy, or Brown Melton Overcoat 
Length

1 Lady’s and 1 Gent’s Silver-mounted
Umbrella (Best Covers)...

A Bundle o f  Dress Remnants (20 yds., double 
width)...

2 Pure W ool Dress Lengths
Is. must be added to cover carnage on each Parcel.

15s.

15s.

15s.

15s.

15s.

15s.
15s.

“ BRUNO” CLOTH
FOR LADIES’ WINTER DRESSES-

SEND FOR PATTERNS.

W e have got the New Colors ready in U)lS 
Cloth for coming Autumn and Winter, and, aS 
a special inducement to get ladies to buy early 
and make the cloth known, we offer the “ Bruno 
Cloth at 9s. 6d. per Dress Length till the end 
of September; after then the price will l36

MONEY REFUNDED IF THE INVESTM ENT IS NOT SATISFACTORY.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.
64 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,

TH E

HALL OF SCIENCE 
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A

FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

“ T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”
E dited , w ith  I ntroduction ,

BY

G. W. FOOTE.
London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence, 55

302 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post f ree’

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
[Second Series]

G. W. FOOTE.

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough
Occasioned by the Sentence which he Passed on 

MR. I). I. EA TO N ,
As P ublisher of

THE THIRD PART OF PAINE’S “ AGE OF REASON."

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Twopenco,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible.
By J. M. WHEELER.

A Demonstration of tho Biblical Doctrine of Devils, suitably 
for circulation among Christians.

London: R border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God's Day
Professor Stokes on Im

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S’w’elp me God 
Infidel Homes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
l ’ iou3 Puerilities 
“ Thus Saith the Lord” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

C o n t e n t s :—

Christianity & Slavery 
Christ Up to Date 
Secularism and Chris

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A  Lost Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

An Easter Egg for 
Christians

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-;

e Pê
Down Among 4

Men TTefO .a

Jehovah the
The Parson9

Wage b $»#
Did Bradl»1'"  

slide ? ri9oH 
Frederic B al 

Atheism ,
Save the B‘bp0rg«* *  
Forgive j}etbleb

S S S - S S V ’
i - S K S »
Pigottiam perb) 

■street, E c -

“ The Clacton Tea-Table-
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, C L A C T O N

' O Í * *

Spécialité— Is. O r d in a r y , 12.30 to 

Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished __

Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” 1 *°r
Proprietor

Printed ac4 Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stoned^ 
London, E.Q,


