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CORONERS AND ATHEISTS.

are constantly told that they ought to obey the
the laws are of their own making ; not directly, but
t’l(j .?a tbeir representatives in parliament. They are also
eeri, they should cheerfully, or at least resignedly, obey
tetlt ,,'aws, while agitating or waiting for their improve-
llaw., I m are reminded that Englishmen have always been
apgi. Oaung pedpie; and we are exhorted to maimtaim oor
et . . A
edi™repotation. All which, of course, is extremely
vM°latowhat if those who administer the law
I>es ~ themselves, even in its very administration ?
C 0 * « that bring it into the grossest possible contempt ?
tho 0,1 Penpi® may sin in ignorance or inattention, but
catio] .'jO arc ilPP°inted to preside over courts of justice
treliu, ad such an excuse. They are presumed to know
«SomAfnd if, they do not they arc unfit for their oflices.
iW ei?ies, however, the law is deliberately violated by
aths Anlstrat°rs. Many such cases have arisen under the
ko, i ct>which Charles liradlaugh succeeded in carrying
Yeudig i 1€ Hoeuse of Commons, and whicl was gieamitly
%WF’e -ty the House of.Lords. According to this Act,
[Perso who was previously requﬂ‘ed’ to tale an oath,
i’i‘}it}qdl " "Uror' legislator, or officer of state, is now
tedlghig/ 3 ‘t ake ,an affirmatign__instead, by simply
n, A tnat he has no religious belief, or~ that the
coni atl oath is runlnun to his religious belief. It is
>isitiBCtentfor il judge or counsel to make any sort of
Wviig The person’s declaration entitles him to the
Jenl, statute. He is not bound to add another
% thecourt is bound to let him affirm. Such is
coUrt l;ut jud8es " ho take their religious prejudices
°rder have a way of defying it. A common practice
J aa , ajuryman, who says he has no religious belief,
a tOo °wn; another juryman is taken in his place, and

¢ , at *®'ug perfectly resolved that he shall not be
. bl. .mast as an actual juryman. The trick is a
V>«ble'

and would never be successful if it

§ Mﬁ]' the absurd and perfectly unconstitutional

% m Crcised hv the superior judges under the practice

U ~mpt of court.” Kings and queens must knuckle

ft° ? abeas Corpus, but not so the superior H g °s-

of temper they can send a man to gaol, and keep

i%g Por .k 9 ad ihey please. i is & memsdraus

of ju_s_t_i_ég are no longer in any

Vy ach e aS |bat °l a prince slapping a judge’s face on

JBver exan , tt is simply infamous that a legal officer,

3 0htericQ i« should bo able to accuse a man, try him,

& asaind Vith gd at once—especially when tho offence
ge S St the judgye’s own “ dignity.”

H Posit QEW.QF 'vo hoP°.i° have an opportunity of

1 tact alfiBING this disreputable trick. It will require a

shonl i [mpossession, but it is really necessary that

wAt' he g0 uu have the courage to tell a bigoted judge

Crw. ~eeni.vOt.i®t a man serve as a juryman ho has no

T\ KR R3S A, iEerhath e SUPRHGEIVoss,
C St! ~.sometimes as bigoted, a,av” ch appeared in

°ue,

n ~tttiess the following repoi . Aumist 31 w—
ih 7ntﬂ(e)zwspapers on Saturday eventi 0, * o

wero about to bo sworn in prior to an

1 Wyuno E. Baxter, at tho Mile-end

9 h’u
T to
l‘ﬁ 3377.%3l *ay, ono of the men summoned avowed
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that he was a Freethinker. The Christians and Hebrews
then took the oath, and the officer said to the Coroner :
‘This gentleman is an Atheist.” The Coroner: ‘Well,
we must find him some place of honor. | should think
that corner would do (pointing to a corner away from
the jury). You won't feel contaminated by the rest cf
us now, | should think.' (Laughter.) A Juror: ‘I
should think not.” The Freethinker made no answer,
but smiled. At the termination of the inquiry, in
which the isolated one took no part, the Coroner
expressed his usual thanks to the jury for their services,
and, turning to the Freethinker, said: ‘And much
obliged to you for your attendance.” (Laughter.) The
Freethinker (banteringly) : ‘You are quite welcome.’
(More laughter as the jury left the court.)”

The only gentleman in the company seems to have been
tho Atheist. Probably he did not know how illegally he
was being treated ; still he must have known that he was
being treated badly ; but he kept his temper, and smiled
at the cads who were so proud in the consciousness of their
numerical superiority. Most likely he reflected that it was
the way of religionists to prate of charity on Sunday, and
to be malicious every other day in the week. Christians
and Hebrews combined against the “ infidel.” They were
ready, on occasion, to quarrel with each other over their
gods ; but here was a thorough going wretch with no god
at all; so they agreed to “let him have it,” just to show
that “ God is love.”

Coroner Baxter played the leading clown in this sorry
farce. “ You won't feel contaminated by the rest of us”
was doubtless meant as a splendid witticism ; anyhow it
provoked an outburst of laughter. But, after all, it was
lucky for the Atheist that the joke was put in that way.
A couple of hundred years ago it would have taken another
turn. He would then have contaminated them, instead of
their contaminating him, and they would have made a big
fire and burnt the contamination out of him. Yes, sarcasm
does not bite as deep as the flames of the stake.

All the while that Coroner Baxter was pouring out the
small beer of his wit he was openly flouting the law of
England. It was his duty to administer the affirmation to
that Atheist, and to let him servo as a juror. And when
the jury was empanelled he had no more authority over
that Atheist than he had over any man in the street. The
Atheist could have walked out of court, and knocked down
anybody who tried to stop him.

Should this article meet the eye of chat Atheist juryman,
we hope ho will communicate with us immediately. If he
docs so, we will have an affidavit prepared, which he can
sign ; and we will then see whether any Member of Parlia-
ment has tho courage to raise the matter by question in
the House of Commons. If not, we will lay the matter
before tho Home Secretary or the Lord Chancellor. It is
simply intolerable that Atheists should be the victims of
gratuitous outrage in courts of justice. The law is the
law, whether Christians like it or not; and it is high time
that they were compelled to recognise the fact.

The incident we havo been criticising is a very significant
one. It shows that Christianity is essentially a religion of
insult and outrage to all who differ from it. Liven when
the law is made fairer, by tho herculean efforts of a great
Freethinker, tho devotees of Christianity take advantage
of their numbers and persecute unbelievers in every way
their malignity can suggest. And the moral is, that all
we have to do with Christianity is to exterminate it.

G. W FOOTE.
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CURIOUS RELIGIOUS SURVIVALS.

The recent case of the Peculiar People, in which an elder
declared that the Peculiars could not have a bone broken, or,
if they did, they would cease to be Peculiars, instances how
deeply some superstitions arc embedded beneath the thin
veneer of modern civilisation. The superstition in question
the elder defended by referring to the Christian fetish book :
“ A bone of him shall not be broken ” (John xix. 36). This
saying is founded on the fact that the passover lamb must
not have its bones broken (Exodus xii. 46), and this on the
earlier fact that the human sacrifice for which the lamb
was a substitute was thought to join his totem kindred if
the bones were unbroken. Bastian tells us that the natives
of Bamba say their fetish dwells in the bush invisible. When
he dies the priest collects his bones, so that he may preserve
and nourish them that they may revive again when they
acquire new flesh and blood. Thus, when a man touched
the bones of Elisha, “ he revived, and stood up on his feet”
(2 Kings xiii. 21); and Ezekiel saw a valley full of dry
bones come to life (xxxvii.).

Such bone superstitions might, to-day, be as harmless as
wrapping a tooth in salt or carefully burning it—relics of
the old faith in sympathetic magic, which held that persons
could be affected by getting hold of any article pertaining
to them ; though the belief would be inconvenient if put to
a practical test. Not so innocuous is the Bible-grounded
superstition that the only thing to do for a sick person is
to send for an elder to lay on hands, anoint with oil, and
“ the prayer of faith shall save the sick ” (James v. 15).
The laying on of hands takes us back to the time when
this was thought to communicate life, as with Eskimo tribes ;
and the bishop who lays on his hands and says “ Receive
the Holy Ghost,” and the archbishop who uses holy oil at
a coronation, may ridicule and punish Peculiar People, who
keep up in ordinary life the very superstitions they them-
selves reserve for special high and holy occasions.

The case of witch-burning this year in Ireland is another
survival of a belief once common, and which, as | show in
my pamphlet on Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible, saturates
the pages of the “ sacred” scriptures( It is only the out-
crop of a delusion fostered for ages by medicine-men and
priests that they might have the advantage of selling their
charms and relics as a specific against witchcraft and
possession by devils.

Curious survivals of this same superstition continually
turn up in mention of a sect of devil-worshippers—
Lueiferans—found in Catholic countries. Only a short
time ago a lady in Paris brought a criminal action for libel
against the lieviic Anti-Diabolique, a publication regularly
issued for the purpose of combating the literal Devil and
all his works. The lady was accused by this periodical of
having stolen consecrated vessels from different churches
for the purpose of using them in “ the black art ” at a place
of Devil-worship near the Rue Cadet. She obtained a
verdict, and the editor was punished.

As such cases are continually referred to in Catholic
papers as the result of the spread of Atheism, | have taken
some pains to unearth tho facts about them. The truth
is that such vessels are occasionally stolen, and more often
wished for, by women. Why ? The priests declare they
are holy, and must not be touched. They are taboo, like
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. More, they
contain the god—the very blood, bones, and divinity, with
miraculous powers, especially, in the old belief, of removing
sterility ; for which, by the way, far dirtier emblems have
been offered by Catholic priests.

The thieves said to bo devil worshippers, and who do
have their secret rites, are never unbelievers. They believe
too much, or they would never concern themselves about
consecrated vessels. They, in fact, retain beliefs which the
priests have given up.

Now, good Christian, answer me this : Who are the real
devil-worshippers—the poor woman, who, swayed between
two faiths, imperils her soul to get a few drops of the holy
oil that will bring her love, offspring, and affection; or the
Christian priests, who, in tho name of their blood-requiring
God, have hounded such poor wretches (whom they have
kept in ignorance) to death by myriads, under the imputa-

tion of witchcraft, because they have practised the rites of
the old religion 1
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A yet darker, deeper strata of superstition is unearths
in the accusation continually brought against the Jews«Il
they steal children, and stab or crucify them, to celeb)1®
their Passover. This very year the Difesa, the leaniro
Catholic paper in Venice, specially blessed by the 1°P
and commended to the faithful, has had a series of art'
inciting hatred against the Jews as “ religious assassin3
Now, nothing is more certain than that, if tho Jews ever b”
any such custom, it is in blank opposition to the Torab,
which their lives are conformed. In my essay on the r®
over, in Bible Studies, I have ventured to suggest that 1
institution really was a substitutionary offering for a
ancient and horrible rite of human sacrifice. But tins3”
stitution is made by all peoples when they pass out ot *
hunting into tho pastoral stage, though recrudescence”™
such customs may occasionally survive in mania. But
Jews, as a race, were civilised long prior to the Chris”
nations, and cases of human sacrifice are frequently hr°~o
home to the latter. But in no single instance have ,
been proved against modern Jews, whose exclusiveness « jj
secrecy of their religious rites have alone continued tj1® g
accusation, that has cost them myriads of lives and n
ages of persecution at Christian hands. LAy

It is only about a dozen years ago since a supers«
Bible believer named Freeman, in Pocasset, Massachu- ,
thought he heard a divine call to imitate Abraham 1.

"f " iV - ~ 0 0 . Vv tnc*
hors together, read the Bible to them, talked witn a
freely on the subject, and afterwards Killed the giU "*j,car
carving-knife. But for our lunatic asylums we shorn ~
more of such cases of religious survival. Christianity
petuates the belief in the efficacy of blood, and in itsc
doctrine of the Atonement represents God as an oK
lock who will have his pound of flesh. ijjng

Quite recently Russia sent a story of a farmer s ~ Of
his wife, who was in a delicate condition, to a oa =
robbers. The purchasers bought her because of a 9)l
tion that blood taken from the veins of a woman 1L"\pg
condition renders thieves invisible. Here the
savage idea is that expressed in the Bible, that™ t ~ J6/
is the life ”—tho blood which goes to form the hiddc'
life being supposed of special magical efficacy. ~NggF

Most curious of all the superstitions is that 0

crucifixion. Not long ago a case cropped up m
where a man took most elaborate pains to cruelty es
and carried out his object. In a reepnt article ~ tf

description from Mr. Lummis, an eye-witness, ot n y
Penftent Brotiters oM Mexito every Good Fn dr?igb£>
actual flesh-and-blood crucifixion of one of theiro |,
is selected by lot to bear the sins corporate.
presidential address before the Folk Lore S°c>e.J jfe
year, Mr. Edward Clodd mentions a survival pie"
Abruzzi mountains of South Italy, where tho Y°ljcy,n
draw lots who shall die for Christ, and the ' ds
secretly killed. The notions upon which this depn
be found detailed in my new book, Footsteps of if6 ~ 1
Such instances of outbreak of old superstition® ~ pi)
have not given a tithe of those that have come «
own notice—indicate that the scientific civilisation™"jjpie»
we boast is, after all, only a young plant, ® glirfiC

growing on a thin top soil, while a little below ~ Jd
lie rank weeds of superstition—scotched, hut n tunwW
and ready to grow again could they find fitting °PI Ofid

Superstitions aro not harmless. | have hc,ir jtalOll
said : “ Well, even if it is not true, why not lea) .gijj»r
Where's the harm in believing it?” But the ~rOpg »
All falsity shuts out some truth, and carrlOSjn »
its train. Every grain of supernaturalism dUic5
means less devotion to the needs of man and t
this world.  Ecrasez I'infame! 3 M-

Gospel and Creed. ,0h zi

Ol_Jbr C(rjeed, Cﬁlled byI tho hPa_ﬁi§f§ Oreday fef;
attributed to the apostles; % .
more than four hundred years after t geéé{%ﬁ\%ﬁg, tosg
us tiiat, before Jesus ascended into heaven, > v.Ord'.ftl
into hell. You will remark that not a sUb;fijs o*Ac j)
about this journey in tho Gospels, and yes i
irinciple articles of the Christian faith- jeSceal
Christians i/ we do not believe that JO-1
hpl1— Voltaire.
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THE GOSPELS AND DRAMATIC LITERATURE.

( Concludedfrom page S-'f.)

Christians allege that, if the character of Christ is not real,
jfi° Gospels lose all their value. Probably this may bo so
Nwe look upon them as historical narratives ; but such is
the case if we regard them as dramatic literature,
suppose it could be proved beyond all doubt that the
character of Hamlet never existed outside the brain of
peare, that would not destroy the sublime conception
8'ven us of the “ Prince of Denmark,” or lessen the
I'nlosophic beauty the conception presents to our minds.
We grant that the Dane is only a fictitious character,

0 profound wisdom of the following advice remains

This above all: to thine own self bo true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.

Shall o persist in being impervious to the immense
Le%N3 which is evoked in most persons on reading the
unless we are assured that Prospero was intendod
a delineation of Shakespeare himself, or that Ariel ever
cloth- 7 cxcellencG °l poetic genius consists in so
Pa "h~ Pagination that its truths shall appear to us as
‘ Pablo as the various phenomena by which we are
rroimded. As the great Master himself declares in
aidsummer Night's Dream

tho poet's eye, in a fino frenzy rolling,

lloth glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven ;
Til'd as imagination bodies forth

the forms of things unknown, tho poet’s pen

f “rns them to shapes, and gives to airy nothing

A local habitation and a namo.

lifefk n°®* Poss*ble that the Gospels are pictures of human
All Ollgged ﬂ; fact and. fancy, as mast dramatic literature
ospefs exist, and at they arc not

ﬁﬁ%%\% historical records is clear; it seems, therefore, to
. to assign to them a place in dramatic literature.
edetical critics m object to oyr viewy and that
de®i . iln invention by the priests for the purpose of
doi™ ;ing the weak and the credulous. But it would be
fior an'’f, violenco to accepted history to have a preference
Can ler interpretation of their presence amongst us.
the u not reasonably admit that tho priests have used
ciw for purposes of deception, without being
PUpo , to grant that they were originated for that
(VtJd-° There are two objectlons to the theory that the
we TVME® "an invention T of BRi parti@dlarp@nbﬂ T

d to the G |
é&‘@#e\y ||ag 0 the ospes

ble in most literature ;
Hick O =R implies a conspiracy among the writers, of
not'\ find no evidence. Besides, the four Gospels are
™V tkely alike in their style, and the authors do not
10 same thing. Each writer tells his story in his
fn, y, an<l introduces into his narrative features not to
dioy ’\p jn_the others. It is not at all improbable that
bad7 to 1 kad an original, like It is thought Shakespeare
work upon—some ancient gospels containing the
f"ch- they used for the drama of the Cross. There
Virlon ° -u? ample evidence to justify the belief in the
thi« Or>gin of all literature—namely, the mind of man.
cI,18 'I° Ifiink there is no exception, either in tho Bible
"W CMhcro-  There was nothing miraculous in the
bvO ,atlee of a collection of Christian litoraturo nearly
ousnt Ofsial)& years ago, any more than thero was in tho
rifintof, literature that adorned the age of Augustus
Nltis ae 'fizabeth.
to /.nUs fact that in all ages endeavors have been

b) 01as|||r‘ some hidden meaning in literature. The
fiich, jjO;'1'bv some interpreted as an alle or , the keg
s bit is said, has-besr disco\cFed BY S0

>Csfit In tho case ,7 the writings of Sl,a® pea0|

ent: Ifiat indications aro % = t™0 fountain
< U?%ns (f a later age. s the Biblo is tje

N -jv I ChaU Christian sects derlve whath
~Qi( fio waters of life and thoov ori.«” («tho

M1 ( describes the writings of <= . veil all classes
rtl(:l a Ia(\)vc

v xxx e x AW diTo their br. |ns an
rawn water to fertib» ,ivO to the

I'\_/|II(\ heir mings, in_order that they
In-secr of wisdom and legacies of noble thoughts
H i fas B the spirit of great writers had access to
nfer'or to their own in power of conception and

th» sO
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expression, and that they developed and utilised the
germs therein discovered. Especially was this so of him
who found “ tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
sermons in stones, and good in everything.”

There is quite sufficient material in the Gospels for
dramatic treatment. We have the story of a carpenter’s
son, born amidst angelic salutations, performing wonderful
acts in his youth, proclaiming the gospel of poverty, and
denouncing the arrogance and affluence of the rich. He
rebels against tho Government, casts out, in a forcible
manner, the money changers from the temple, and drives,
as a king, in a most dramatic fashion into Jerusalem. He
is arrested, tried, convicted, sentenced to death, and
crucified upon the cross. At his death “ the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and
the rocks rent. And the graves were opened, and many of
the bodies of the saints which slept arose.” After all this
he appears to his friends, here and there, like Banquo’s
ghost, and ultimately he is “ carried up into the heaven.”
Associated with him was the multitude, who cried:
“ Hosanna to the Son of David.” He also had with him
two prominent characters who were essential to the
drama—Judas and Peter; he was betrayed by the first,
and denied by the second. Now, we submit that in this
story ample material for a most exciting drama is supplied,
which, if properly stage-mounted and acted by able
artists, would doubtless prove a “ draw ” at the Adelphi,
or at other theatres where melodrama is patronised.

Our view, that the Gospels are dramatic literature, may
bo objected to on account of their supposed lack of real
imaginative and comical elements. But the force of this
objection depends upon the way the contents of the
Gospels are looked at. An orthodox believer may not
see the imaginative in the most marvellous incidents of
what he deems divine literature, any more than he may
regard them as being of a comic character. To other
persons, however, who are not influenced by theology, tho
movements of the “ star in the cast,” the songs of the
angels, tho descent of the dove, and the Devil taking
Christ up into a high mountain and showing him all the
kingdoms of tho world, will appear very imaginative;
while Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a colt and an ass at
the same time, and the sending of thousands of devils into
swine, causing them to rush madly into the sea, seem to us
quito enough to furnish tho comic element for any one
drama.

Students of ecclesiastical history will be aware of the
fact that three different interpretations have been given by
theologians to the story told of Christ in the four Gospels.
Briefly they are these : That Jesus was only a man, that he
was God, and that ho was both God and man. Each of
these views has been defended with fervor, eloquence, and
scholarship. We are not at all concerned at present as to
which of the three interpretations is the correct one, or if
either one accords with fact. Certain it is that all cannot
bo true, and no one has, so far as we are aware, tried to
prove them so. All that has been attempted is to defend
each separately.

The reader who has carefully followed us in the two
articles upon this subject will see that our aim has been to
show that, from a dramatic standpoint, each view could bo
maintained. We formed the idea here expressed upon this
subject through studying the elements that are necessary
to dramatic literature, and by comparing them with tho
incidents of the Gospels. The contention we havo put
forward must stand or fall by an appeal to that literature,
and by comparing it with the Gospel narratives. If others
fail to accept our conclusion, we ask them to state their
reasons for rejecting it. In the words of Milton, we say :
“ Though all tho winds of doctrine were let loose to play
upon the earth, so Truth be in tho field, we do ingloriously
by licensing and prohibiting to misdoubt her strength.
Let her and Falsehood grapple : who ever knew Truth put
to tho worse in a free and open encounter ?’

Charles W atts.

Let us all seek truth as if none of us bad possession of it.
The opinions which to this day have governed the earth,
produced by chance, disseminated in obscurity, admitted
without discussion, credited from a love of noveltv and
imitation, have, in a manner, clandestinely usurpe 1 their
empire.— Volney.
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THE BIBLE IN THE SCHOOLS.

It is exceedingly necessary that a clear and definite state-
ment of the position which the Secularist takes up in
reference to Bible teaching in public schools should be
made. At the last School Board election both parties
fought for maintaining the Bible as an instruction book for
the children. There was really no difference of principle
between them. And as, therefore, the attention of the
public was centred on a fictitious quarrel, the real factors
in the question were ignored.

The Secularist, then, takes his stand on the principle,
accepted in other matters by the Nonconformists, that the
State has no concern with religious beliefs, and has
certainly no right to apply public funds to the purpose of
maintaining specific religious beliefs. That principle, it
seems to me, is just. To ask or to expect persons to
subscribe to the teaching of opinions they do not hold is in
the very highest degree unjust. Of course | am not
discussing now the legal right to tax for the purpose of
teaching religion. It may be alleged that people often are

taxed to carry on a war they disapprove of. Quite so.
The majority, of course, have the legal right to do
whatsoever they choose. But wo are discussing the

matter from the ethical point of view, and if we can
convince the majority that they are acting unjustly and
unwisely, then our object is achieved. The majority can
alter the system.

As to the injustice, then, | think it is plain. The State
contains people of various beliefs. To use the money of

all, therefore, to teach the beliefs of one section is not
right. Christians would object to being taxed in order
that other persons’ children should, say, be taught

Mohammedanism or Buddhism. They would object, and
rightly object, to be taxed so that the children of others
should be taught Secularism. But many of them cannot
yet understand—or do not pretend to understand—why
Mohammedans and Buddhists and Secularists should object
to pay for teaching their children Christianity.

m It will be said, perhaps, that they do not teach dogmatic
Christianity in the schools. They only teach a Christianity
so watered down that no one can object. The fact,
however, is that they teach just so much as the various
Christian sects can agree on. They teach as much dogma
as they can, consistent with the religious truce which
obtains between tho rival sects of Christians. But it is
too much for the non-Christian. Is not the teaching of the
existence of a god a dogma on which all are not agreed ?
Is not the teaching of the inspiration of the Bible a dogma 1
Is not the story of the “ creation” a dogma 1 If children
are taught these as true, they are given dogmatic teaching;
if they are taught that they are exploded fables, there isan
infringement of the legitimate rights of Christians. The
only equitable way, therefore, out of the dilemma is not to
teach or deal with them at all.

The injustice, then, of Bible teaching is easily seen.
But another, and as important a, reason why the Secularist
desires the exclusion of the Bible from tho schools is
because it is unwise to put it into the hands of children.

Let us examine, for a moment, the claims which even
the fair-minded Christian—and, indeed, sometimes the
non-Christian—puts forward for the use of the Bible. In
the first placo, then, it is claimed that—even waiving the
question of its inspiration—the Bible is par excellence the
moral text-book for men. Even a Rationalist like the late
Professor Huxley has spoken of the “ vast residuum of
moral beauty and grandeur” in the Bible, when you
eliminate everything that “ it is not desirable for children to
occupy themselves with.” Well, of course, really the remark
is capable of various interpretations. When you take
away from a book all that is “ not desirable,” presumably
tho remainder is desirable. But whether in the case of

the Bible this remnant is truly described as “ vast” is
exceedingly questionable. Professor Huxley did not
detail the items of “ moral beauty ” referred to. But

of course that the Bible dues contain some moral, and even
beautiful, teaching in places, is not to be gainsaid. So,
however, do nine out of every ten books in any literature.
Thomas Hardy’s Tess—at least, it seems to me—contains a
“ vast residuum ” of moral teaching, and needed warning
and useful and guiding pictures of life. But who would
propose to put tho book into the hands of children, and
teach it them chapter by chapter at the public expense 1
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When an exceptional claim is made, an exceptional case is
required. And anyone who sanely looks into the matter
will agree, | think, that that exceptional case can hardly be
made out on behalf of the collection of Hebrew writings
called the Bible. It is certainly not more moral than
many books that could be named; it is considerably leS
moral and humanising than, say, Marcus Aurelius, °r
our own Shakespeare. No one would propose to P®
Shakespeare, wholesale and unabridged, into the hands of
children; much of it they would not understand, some of
it—a very much smaller percentage than that in the
Bible—would be, perhaps, “ coarse,” though “ coarse” is n"
quite the word to use. It would prematurely introduce
them to experiences and facts of life and the world not
necessary or needful yet. But what can be said of teaching
tho Bible wholesale ? Beside the Bible tho works of
Shakespeare are simply not to be named. To say they are
more beautiful and more moral, a greater culture-force, >
after all, to pay a very poor compliment to the imniorta
poet who wrote his name in music unsurpassable on ta°
hearts of every succeeding generation of men. Really °n
is tempted to say that, if Jehovah took the trouble tO
inspire Leviticus or Numbers, and left Shakespeare tO
produce Hamlet without any such assistance, the guidance
of Jehovah—at any rate, in matters literarv—would see
to be a dreadful affliction. But to return to the Blble,_"\
seems to me no case has been shown on behalf Of 1's
surpassing excellence as a moral text-book. .i3
Then as to its value as a scientific text-book—well, tna
nil. The Bible, from a scientific point of view, is Per 3|0
the most false and ignorant book which could be pup 1
the hands of any child learning the rudiments of scX&(»
And even the “ new Christian,” who is always “ reconcilm”
the Bible and science, must admit this. Even allowing |
the moment that his harmonising is conclusive, ho w*
concede, if ho is at all fair, that some of it is considerali
involved, and could hardly be comprehended by
without very great effort. It appears to me that,
from the Christian point of view, it would bo much ® ¢
not to have to explain to children that in the “ , Joes
God” “ days” does not mean “ days,” and “ waters n
not mean “ waters,” and “ fruit” is not actually 1 ~
taken to imply what we mean by “ fruit.” It wouk
even better tactics to wait till the eRild had gnewwr bf
before presenting to him a book involving theso niceM
interpretation. And, mark, you must interpret it i0, B
children somehow. If you teach it to them and let ~
innocently imagine that the thing is to be taken 1™
that “ days” does actually mean days, don’t you se® vOu
you are putting a nice rod in pickle to lie used again3
when the child grows up and finds out the truth
would imagine, therefore, that from the religious s dIS

point, if the religionist really believed in these to e
planations, very grave reasons would present the
for not teaching the Bible to children. . -, ually

As has well been said: “ Children are ha'git/,
encouraged in the love of war, and in the spirit of ¢ ,
by the prevailing ferocity of the OIld Testament, ,|”NOod
the general representation of the Hebrew God as a
thirsty and malignantbeing.” *“ Children arc taUghjA'ejy-
Bible to regard murderous intolerance as a ‘1 j.nowW
ordained virtue.” And, in fact, the net outcome w try,
of Bible-teaching in the past has been to cultivate to
persecution, and ignorance. Certainly it has no " cadg
produce ¥ tawy Of freedem-loving) ssientific, ¢lcalquh is

eople, Tho typical manm who was Bible-fed m f-
gengrally a nglﬁ’)o'\'/\'/'-'r'ninhednarﬁ rath&FMtolerai P
This is not a one-sided or exaggerated statement.™ rGln
fair-minded investigator look round fora 1M Ont
saturated with Biblical teaching, and, in nine c'I®* r pfid;

ten, he will find an ignorant tbinkor, a stickler gjjorl1

forms and a mere letter of things when it suits,

fundamentally insincere typo of mind. , L Bf
But as to Bible teaching in public schools, “ur(jen

case. And it should not lie forgotten that the

proof lies on tho defenders of the book. It is ~jth 1 .y,

show why this special book sheuld be taughtthem Iy/
money ; they must produce the proofs logically ™ necesifl
of course, as the Bible is being taught, really itiS To V
for those who object to make their voices heard, tcid'1
up, then, the Bible is objected to because it is the Aliet]’
of one particu'ar section of religionists; becausg n g t >
claims which large sections of the nation be u«T
because, in short, it is not such a book as can
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8ceptable.  And, furthermore, it is specifically objected to
Jecause of its unscientific, unhistorical, unethical teaching,
In many parts. And, lastly, because much better books
cto be found. We have produced scientific manuals for
midren that no teacher would set aside in favor of Genesis.
, ®have history books more profitable for the study of
J'Udren than the records of a rather uncultured tribe,
hose importance in the world’'s story has been scanda-
lously exaggerated. Surely there can be had, too, if
Pessary, ethical text-books containing superior lessons,
Jtyi than the commands to Moses to butcher wholesale the
mianites, or any of the filthy and blood-reeking stories
ajiabound in the book which is declared to be the sheet-
ohor of morality. Besides, why should wo perpetually
jj® in the past for our ethics 1 As a writer in the Free
Jedew some months ago admirably asked : “Is it an
"erstood thing that moral authority is the peculiar
Ppanage of antiquity J Surely we could get a modern
amial containing the best teaching on the duties and
Jj. 8 °f life suitable for children in the schools, on
Ich all sane people could agree, if really it bo considered
s|"®Rary at all to teach morals by precept. But that we
use for the training of children a “ book ” which,
from its associations as the sacred book of one
dtp mullar reddigbn, Haas needlly reaibrnally natibigg to recom-
i Id'b is a proposition which can only be maintained by
PeOf1°n'Sts’ heedless of the real justice of the case. These
S e really do not care how their religion is propagated
J”N  be propagated, and will gladly take the Atheist’s
4they 1o teach their own children the wickedness of
&ibl1SIn  The ~est eemrueutory on the character of the
hevQas an ethical text-book is the ethics of its most ardent
otees- Frederick Ryan.

e

the CcHURCH THE SOURCE OF IMMORALITY.

thet kurch is the great source of immorality. Its doctrine
hiin , °Vlan was made for man, secondary and inferior to
ofail: . bhat she brought sin into the world, is the origin
bru it nlust'ce to woman, and the prolific source of pauper
~an T~ Prost'tution, and crime. Class legislation for
of the V W\S State inimical to her, were first doctrines
United A Urch. Even where Church and State are not
to p ' pmimpossible for any peculiar religious teaching
Neth*1 W'thout its influencing legislation. From the
Hptti 1° °arliest Christian council convened, Church canons
°f Enn° al*ct the civil law. Under the old common law
Mfe  atl(l the husband was obliged at death to leave his
tor as ~ 'bht'rd of his property, and was permitted to will
Migiomrikch raoie as he pleased. As saon as the Gimitstian
IGbiHU ~carne dominant in Great Britain, a husband was
Wavg'ien 1y will his wife more than - - eould
In 0](' as much less as he pleased.

towifen % ypt, in Rome, and other ancient civilisations,
~toe\k PpSsessed right of person ; this right was destroyed
Aavgpy W’*lrmtlamty became the ruling religion. As in
h’ lludo ever follows the condition of the mother.
i,°’rown F Christianity, the mother, possessing no right to
ofMeS nt~as none to her child; and in but four
1'8]itbee Union has this gross perversion of natural
p8islatio Ovet'thrown by statuto. So true it is that the
of the Seafe oéH¥eYIms to the teachings of the

f0|]__8 o uo avail for woman longer to potition the State
vin! Cllregg  of grievances without at tho samo time
Ojlle Church in the wrong. Wherever the much-

* Uiel COmm°u law, as manlpulated by tho Church,
Ceh™ined iinrmrl Ky statute, woman'’s ini%mﬁ’ position 'is

O 1y & -f.too-State;and the-last-half-of- thenlneteenth

?{&alﬁrt,l disgracgd, by glass L |si!i making
mtim of the diabolica mora’gfg/ aught thr

®C® fa E(; Church. )
wife possesses no legal right to her
»sV m\q

~Oes n°t retain her own name in marriage, but
Sla¥8ry, takes that of her master, changing name

QO S husband ; possesses no legal control over tho
chil?rn™ ° f the marital firm; has no right to

. 2erenr." Uch cau bo bound out or willed away
h‘er]5§q af a 71t oven before its birth, is due to Church

r him kman Was made for man, is secondary and
" h°r condition one of subordination to him,
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that she brought sin into the world and thus drove him
from Paradise. This theory, affirmed by the Church as of
divine origin, has frightened thousands from an investiga-
tion of its truthfulness, and thus a system of falsehood has
been perpetuated to the destruction, of women and injury
of the world. This falsehood has kept woman enslaved ;
it has robbed her of the most primitive right of womanly
self-ownership; it has not alone affected actions, but also
thought, and, while making woman amenable to the will
of man, has annihilated his sense of justice.

“ Here, wolf, take thy lamb !I” a marriage-form prevalent
in some parts of Russia, could with propriety be used over
Christendom.

While Church teaching has instituted a degrading form
of mental slavery bearing most heavily upon women, it has
also destroyed the moral sense of both sexes in every
country, creating a class of professional outcasts, demanded
by man as a sacrifice to his baser passions, and declared a
necessity for the safety of wives and daughters.

Aware that ignorance is bondage, and that superstitious
belief is ever united therewith, the Church has strenuously
opposed woman'’s efforts for freedom and enlarged opportu-
nities in life.

Broader educational facilities, new forms of industry,
better pay for work, more humane laws, wider religious
liberty—each in turn have met with bitter opposition from
the Church. Unsparing ridicule, false teaching as to divine
displeasure, have been the style of opposition. To think for
herself has ever been deemed the greatest sin for woman.
Even Luther said : “ No gown or garment so ill becomes a
woman as that she shall be wise.”

Robbed of herself, the mother of humanity has bred the
world full of woe and crime. As a slave-mother cannot
give birth to pure-souled children, we wonder not at the low
ebb of morality in Christian lands. To drink, to gamble,
to lie, to steal, is part of every human being’s proclivity
who looks to slave parentage. Robbed of all that makes
life worth the living, woman has unwittingly revenged
herself upon Church and State. With every generation
new forms of fraud arise, and each census shows an increase
of alms-houses, insane asylums, brothels, and prisons, all
directly traceable to that teaching of the Church which has
made woman but a supplementary part of creation, looking
to man for headship and law.

Original sin is an original lie, yet one is sometimes
tempted to believe in its existence, not with individuals,
but as part of the Church itself; its teachings have sapped
the probity of the universe. No sin so great as the teaching
which, first robbing the individual of self-right, has turned
the current of human life into a channel which perforce
creates criminal classes of every grade. Of all has tho
Church been guilty.

And now that woman’'s growing rebellion against self-
constituted male authority is everywhere apparent, the
Church, perceiving danger to its continued existence, plans
to givo woman constant employment within its ranks.
Church societies of every form make increasing demands
upon her time and thought. “ Home duties,” an olden
scarecrow', is no longer held aloft. “ Work if you will, but
work for us,” is now the Church cry. Organise! Keep
together! Do not lose yourself from the ranks !

For a time this plan will succeed, but it is merely a phase
of woman’s evolution. The responsibilities thrust upon
her are fitting Ifer for fuller freedom. She is fast learning
to think for herself. With free thought for woman, the
Church, that great source of immorality, crumbles to the
dust, the State and the family are purified, and the wrnrld
built anew. Matilda J. Gage.

— Twentieth Century.

How to Help Us.

Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker and
try to sell them, guaranteeing to take tho copies that
remain unsold.

Take an extra copy (or more),
acquaintances.

Loavo a copy of'the Freethinker now and then in tho train, the
car, or tho omnibus.

Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which are
of a convenient size for the purposo. Mr. Forder will
send them on application.

Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around street
corner preachers.
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THE DESIGN ARGUMENT.

Nothing could have come by chance, it is said, and, there-
fore, it is inferred that this universe must have been
created by a God.

Let us view this famous argument for a moment. God
is something or nothing. To say he is nothing is to say
there is no God. If he is something, he is not merely a
property or a quality, but an existence per se—an entity, a
substance, whether material or immaterial is unimportant.
If he is a substance, a material or spiritual being, there
must be order, harmony, and adaptation, or fitness, in his
divine nature to enable him to perceive, to reflect, to
design, and to execute his plans. If Deity does not reason,
does not cogitate, but perceives truth without the labor of
investigation and contrivance, he must still possess an
adaptation or fitness thus to perceive, as well as to execute
his design.

To say that God is without order, harmony, and
adaptation, or fitness, is to say that ho is a mere chaos-
worse than that imaginary chaos which theologians tell us
would result if divine agency were withdrawn from the
universe. If a being, without order, harmony, and
adaptation, or a divine chaos, can create an orderly
universe, then there is no consistency in saying that
unintelligent matter could not have produced the objects
which we behold. If order, harmony, and adaptation do
exist in the divine mind (or in the substance which
produces thought, power, and purpose in the divine mind),
they must be eternal; for that which constitutes the
essential nature of a God must bo the eternal basis of his
being. If the order, harmony, and adaptation in God are
co-existent with him, and are eternal, they must be
independent of design; for that which never began to
exist could not have been produced, and does not therefore
admit of design. B. F. Underwood.

ACID DROPS.

Emperor William of Germany is a pious gentleman, who
fully believes that he rules by divine authority. His wife is
as pious as himself, and perhaps even more so. She has
built several new churches in Berlin, and we dare say she is
sorry that she cannot compel the people to attend them.
Her latest addition to the emptv gospel-shops of her capital
is a Memorial to tho Emperor William, which has cost five
million marks. It was opened with great pomp by the
young emperor himself on the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the battle of Sedan. Religion and Militarism are thus
beautifully associated. Everybody can see how true it is
that Christianity is a religion of peace and goodwill.
Meanwhile the relations between Germany and France are
considerably strained, and the French ambassador at Berlin
is taking a holiday until tho blood-and-thunder celebrations
there are concluded.

Mdlle. Lebrauchu claims to be a heroine of Zola's Lourdes.
She also claims to have been just miraculously cured of
consumption. Zola replies that the characters of his novel
are purely imaginary. With respect to the lady’s recovery
lie says : “ | was at the bureau when she entered screaming
that she was cured. But | had never seen herill. What
proof have | that she was ever consumptive 1 Indeed, if |
should see all the sick recover their health, 1 would not even
then believe in a miracle.”

A ghastly sight was seen a few days ago in the Thames.
A woman’s body was lloating near Blackfriars Bridge, and
two little children were bound round her waist. A steam-

boat was seen to pass slowly over them, and the corpses did
not reappear.

“ God’s in his heaven, All's right with the world.” Thus
sang the optimistic poet. But that drowned mother, and
those two drowned children, tell a different tale. Who
knows the awful tragedy that was behind that plunge into
the dark-watered Thames'! Human beings need not always
die to find out hell.

The progress towards Church unity which is being made
in this day and generation is admirably illustrated by tho
Pan-American Religious Congress at Toronto. The Catholics
agree that everything would be all right if tho church-goiDg
peoplo would acknowledge tho Pope’'s authority; Bishop

THE FREETHINKER.

September 8, 1895.

Gilbert declares that all the churches would do better if
they acknowledged the historic episcopate. A Jewish rah®
present advocated Judaism as the panacea. It was pretty
much the same at the Parliament of Religions. Volney,
his Ruins of Empires, imagined such congresses, to point ouc
the moral that there can be no unity on fictions, but onlyQ*
facts. It is something, however, that tho clericals can no"
keep the peace when they meet.

The good old Bible preachers used to stick to the doinfte
of tho Lord with Moses and tho prophets, and thei
congregations had little more concern with the seculaf
problems of the world than was expressed in the prayer
the man who retired with the magnanimous appeal to f'
Deity : “ God bless me and my wife,.our John and hisLw, ™
us four and no more, for Christ's sake, Amen.” Bute3
change has been forced upon them, and on Trades Congre”
Sunday at Cardiff there was a special importation
Christian Socialists and others, who preached on the relatio
of religion to social questions in eleven Christian churen
As brother Jasper said : “ The world do move.”

Mr. E. L. Garbett, who published a pamphlet on Jhtxwi"
Yeracity, has a fling at the late Dean Alford in the Weekjl
limes and Echo (Sept. 1). It seems he sent the Dean DJ
interpretation of the number of the beast. But. when Alf°dli
issued a new edition of his annotated New Testament,
repeated verbatim all that he had said in 18Gl upon this 6W
riddle. Whereupon, says good Christian Mr. Garbett,
statements “ became wilfully mendacious. Possibly,
wilfully on his (Alford’s) part, but on his inspirer's pa™
-Moreover, their tendency is to make the Holy Ghost apP°a
a fool. Now, my contention is that the same power "A
once proved Ananias and Sapphira liars dead was pleftseo.
for your information on the 12th of January, 1871, to stfl*'
Henry Alford dead in his devilish lies.” We look on Nr, 4
L. Garbett as an interesting relit of old “times, a sur’iv
tho degree of intelligence which originated, and fif
people believe, such stories as that of the murde
Ananias and Sappbira by the Holy Ghost.

In darkest Africa, although not far from where )I?m;iSh
authority is supposed to hold sway, there recently eﬂeaafz
society of cannibals who called themselves by the )
title of “ human leopards,” dressing in the skins of .?eldty
beast whose name they borrowed, and which they evi
exceeded in ferocity. Their mode of operation was to*
themselves in the bush near the native villages, and P
down on any unwary straggler. The victims wereaice Orly>
killed and eaten. One of this murderous gang had i°r, ell)g
it is stated, been a Sunday-school teacher at Sierra
which would tend to show that in some cases at ah
the Christianising influence of African Missions do
penetrate far beneath the surface. The “ Society
happily, now been broken up, several of the miSin tIT

I_’]»C
jiass

having been hanged. It is strange to reflect that  uhii
nineteenth century such horrible practices should n
possible.—Birmingham Daily Mail. o

The New York Evening Post says that “ the romB»rd’
missions has worn out Wo have come down to a%
matter-of-fact conditions of heathen life, at horme i
abroad ; we have seen that printing Bibles, andJnGliA6
hymns, and distributing tracts, and preaching ser® tjjed3>jj

er.v little effect upon the enormous aggregate of he “«Dp
prejudiced in ignorance or conceited in learning, uPOIL

our missionary enthusiasm has been spent.” The ne* bf

should be to see that the only missions needed are

ones to teach tho best methods of work in the wori 9
The New York World, also writing on missions, dpP &

“ the apostles of all the false religions of the
Béén imviitted to tiie Parliament of ReligioHs \Y\ft’ali?g‘r%’r.\(
says “ Returning home, these represenmg.;gf} 'dil d
be a failure in the gountries..they had ViRl 1.Ul 10 Co
case, we believe, missionaries were sent to America 08 *ﬂ
our benighted people.” It considers this, too, a cB]%iOzg
falling off in subscriptions which the American
societies lament.

ia

.. Lf Pari. ¢,

M. Trouve, the well-known electrician 0 franc PMd
brought out a tiny telephone no larger than a apP, 0
and, in conjunction with Bostoff, the “wizard, (pO0eaj’@
it to clairvoyance. The telephones attached :«dco <>
tho blindfolded performer are hidden by a wig, * .nd* 2*
by fine wires, also invisible, to atransmitter ben j
A confederate behind tlm screen, who can se® VOle. F*
that pa-ses, pradjats bith by means of tho selcind() q&A‘/jjdi
an instrument, in old days, would have madei a
conjurer, and would have been acclaimed, 1

petroleum trick on Mount Carmel.

. "pF}M

fﬂ‘*

At tho Birmin,ham Balloon Society, Mr- —
gave an ayldress gn missionary gnterprisenqcs .
=esolution of Iindignation at the recent me™9 ,
Mr. Maxim moved as an amendment:
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Egrets exceedingly that English and American missionaries

persist in going to China and attacking the ancient and
SiBhly developed and orthodox religion of the Chinese.”
i amendment was seconded by Captain Lemon. There
eing a tie, the chairman gave his casting vote for the
&nendment.

tlle ‘ey.are actually trying to form a Curates’ Union, and
pr s considerable talk of it in the papers. The
M ra “er”oes not Pose as an ora<dc, but in January, 1890,
p1l Standring, who is not, so far as wo are aware, a
in ~leb or the son of a prophet, wrote a humorous article
paI°U co’umnsi entitled “ The Curates’ Union.” Can some
d1iy ung curate have picked the grains of wheat out of his
e ' anb, with prayer, fasting, benediction, and holy water,
0d e rlpened the good seed 1

boni]"11 Northampton the following paragraph is sent to the
thef°n .by press: “ The Borough police have recovered
St jricfix and image alleged to have been stolen from
tam Roman Catholic church by an Irishwoman,
hiking Nary Ann Lahee. When arrested, Lahee admitted
not i " hhe things to bless her house, but stated that she did
give p °'v 'vbftt had become of the crucifix. The police will
the n uP.h® Canon Scannel on his return from his trip to
~heel° lnenb”  This confirms the contention in  Mr.
fetishp8 art’t® this week, that the sacred vessels and

“rrsh'Sare n°k st>en from churches by an?/] sect of devil-
iQul ‘PperS' but by poor women, in whom the Church has
ated a superstitious reverence for such articles.

the T,JQ11 bowman, who was struck down with others by
Jersey Itning at the door of his church at Quakertown, New
stampi Says : “ When | got up there was but one person
~°babr” uB® curiously enough, he was not a Christian.”
bevi] U *e was the only person who was not afraid of the

"10r to this useful scapegoat the accident is attributed.

Epi40?Pi Jurner (colored 1), of the American Methodist
hesbee u burph, has some new ideas in ethnology. He
aH three times to Africa, and has discovered that Adam
learH 0 "ver<! black ; that they lived not 0,000, but 150,000,
W& (j0”*>and that King Solomon was “ a full-blooded negro.”
W ex>°* “now about the much-married sultan’s negritude,

iull'blooded.that thQ bish°P is right in describing him as

gi ‘?{% Higgins, early in the century, when ethnology
Oriiin,,, JUs infancy, put forward the view that man was

O thglack] and found in the black Madonna and
Ihe cr/Pt at Chartres Cathedral a confirmation of
the earliest Christ was a sable one.

Th

)pUgaryaV"plPle temperance question in a funny form in
Wors'u;  J“e Minister of Finance has asked the Minister

Pay so much tax.

W §ne Nif'® a circus at Montpelier, Bristol. It was acquired

an”y m(Vatlon-Arnly allJ turned into a barracks.
byr' act it was burnt down. Wo presume this was
Unfortunately a number of cottages were
'ydar?é'e'iPn sy ari,l the cottagers rendered homeless. It
buildip be near "'hen Jahveli is destroying one of

AU »jg to the religious press, Khama, the famous
Sd Hiief of the Bamargwato tribe, w cominyeats
The Rev. J. D. Hepburn, Who writes Twenty lea m

’>*® « country, descrites Mim as % i burnttd"us
vho deposed his heathenHacher a
aré fltjjdged exactly

se down because be b-
ese gentlemen must not bo
Ing to European standards
aui?;llaber™\">rice Hughes, the author of the “ Attieni
Hin~T 18 a very reckless person. Ho is constantly

*UJJIQity " v CIn<Ird, which lie always alle rood

or; A few months ago he nublligiredth e «V wen
MINd hy thetel Khunguam  of HWe Gdafigr y

¢

% 1 '»screifnfi ' 'L Church part * Nunquam’
b'at,l\/)/ bad for 2 it turned out that all theg%@und Mr.
startling annou nce"\
tS|atchford had dined with tti ~ Uughes came
> A In last week’s Methodist | " ** Earned, on; w
~nis tho following : “ Wo have just ~ linb(,yhun has

S n Questionable authority, that M ~ of introducinb

> tNiidlow™y considering th« Poss. (:0ii as fin
pbich 1, c®Jntry the military Conscr 1 0 for Old Ab~

S> |0Ia1 cail get money to float b » fX anythmg moro
thttlo,” It is diflicult to conGC ) d made

lect of nbfe ||5Ei§%%5rabor()k it serious)),
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This Price Hughes bubble was pricked on Monday morn-
ing, when the newspapers published Mr. Chamberlain’s
letter in reply to a correspondent who inquired as to the
authenticity of the Conscription announcement. Mr.
Chamberlain’s letter is brief and pointed. His private
secretary writes : “ 1 am directed by Mr. Chamberlain to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th inst., and
to say that the statement in the Methodist Times, to which
you call his attention, is absolutely untrue. Mr. Chamberlain
advises the writer to call upon the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes
to state what is the ‘unquestionable authority’ on which he
has given currency to this falsehood.”

We know enough of Mr. Hughes to feel pretty confident
that he will not give an answer to this pertinent question.
He has a habit of ringing bells and running round the
corner.

Customs vary as much as religion. The Crescent quotes
the following about the Shahzada, and, as Mr. Quilliam, the
editor, was in attendance upon the young prince, we suppose
he endorses what is said: “ Nasr-Ullah Khan, on his side,
looks upon the English as a people lost to all sense of
decency, without religion, morality, or liope for heaven.
The sight of their women with faces, necks, and arms
exposed shocked him unutterably. Nasr-Ullah is a good
young man, and when he looked upon the sea of shameless
exposure at Lady Tweedmouth’s reception he could hardly
believe he was in a place where he ought to be. He very
naturally administered a rebuke to Lady Lansdowne, and
would not permit her to touch his arm.”

Cardinal Moran boasts that the Catholic missions have in
Corea over 20,000 converts, while the Methodist congrega-
tions have only 177 members. We cannot check his figures,
but there is no doubt that the Roman superstition more
readily accommodates itself to various forms of Paganism
than does the Protestant superstition.

In Japan, Cardinal Moran says there are 50,000 Catholics
and 35,000 Protestants. In China he boasts of a million,
while the Protestants are put at 33,000. Mr. Michie
reckons them at over 37,000. The Rev. Dr. Williamson, a
veteran Scotch missionary, said : “ Something must be done.
In our present divided state we shall never Christianise
China, never "

In Africa, out of a population approaching two hundred
millions, the Catholics claim 600,000, the Protestants
101,212, and these are questioned. Dr. Ingham, Protestant
Bishop of Sierra Leone, in his recent work, Sierra Leone
After a Hundred Years (1894), refers to the unblushing
immorality that prevails, and adds : “ Is it a wonder that
kings and chiefs around Sierra Leone, instead of wishing
their people to come and see how well we do things, dread
for them to come to this colony on account of the danger to
their morals V Cardinal Moran quotes a German traveller
as writing of the Methodist missionaries: “ How can ex-
machine greasers or ex-cobblers preach a faith they do
not understand 1 They are a disgrace to civilisation.”

In India tho Catholic missionaries boast of over 1,620,000,
the Protestants 599,661, half of whom wero Europeans or of
European descent. The total number of communicants was
only 182,722. The Baptists, says Cardinal Moran, show a
falling off of more than thirteen per cent. The Church of
Scotland had declined from 3,683 to 2,970, and unspecified
Christians had decreased from 20,216 to 7,078. In Tinnevelly,
where Christian missions had so much success among the
devil-worshipping Shanars in tho decennium from 1881 to
1891, Protestants decreased eight per cent., while the
Catholic increase is registered at twenty-two per cent.

Tho Jewish Chronicle mentions a curious theory of the
cranks who are always searching for remains of the ten
tribes of Israel. According to a book entitled Paldoroma,
published at Erlangen twenty-seven years ago, it is a
mistake to imagine that the drama of the early books of
tho Pentateuch was enacted in Western Asia and Eastern
Africa. It all took place in America. Eden was somewhere
in the Eastern Pacific; Noah lived in Cuba ; Nimrod was
an American prince ; and Sodom and Gomorrah were not
far from Chicago. Furthermore, there was an American
Assyria where the Antilles now peep out from the sea, and
an American Egypt in tho highlands of the Andes. The
scene of the Exodus was Behring's Straits, where tho
Israelites trekked across the ice into Siberia. All this
nonsense arises from not seeing that the Jews wero once in
a similar stage of development to that now found among
savage nations, and that, consequently, these nations must
have manners and customs similar to those recorded of the
old children of Israel.

Judgo Chalmers contends in the Law Quarterly Review
that there is so much petty perjury that it would bo better
if tho oath were abolished for simple affirmation, and all
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witnesses warned of the human punishment meted out for
giving false evidence.

Mr. Paul Taylor declined at the North London Police-
court yesterday to avail himself of the First Offenders’ Act
in the case of a clerk who had stolen a bicycle. It was said
that the accused had asked to be allowed to try a bicycle
advertised for sale, and then, riding away on if, never
returned. He had been a popular member of the Church of
England Voung Men's Society, whose assistant secretary
now offered to become responsible for him. The magistrate,
however, passed sentence of a month’s hard labor.—Daily
News (August 30).

Mr. Sarat Chandra Das Mitra, who has travelled widely
in Northern India and Tibet, has written a paper dealing
with North Indian folk-lore concerning thieves and "obbers.
All these, it seems, have their own particular goddesses,
whom they worship in the belief that success or failure in
their thieving expeditions depends on the favors and frowns
of these female deities. To this end they offer sweets, cereals,
and sometimes animal sacrifices, and in the old days human
ones, before starting.

A member of the Westminster Branch of the National
Secular Society (Mr. Worster), who has unfortunately been
lyine; ill for some time, lias a next-door neighbor who is also
on the sick list. The latter is a Christian, and a pious lady
in the vicinity sent him a basin of nice mutton broth ; but
the messenger made a mistake and took it to the wrong
house. The Atheist consumed the broth and sent his thanks
to the lady, who was horrified to learn that she had un-
wittingly ministered to the wants of an “ infidel.” Her in-
dignation was quite amusing, and furnished the sick Atheist
with a little medicinal laughter, which was almost better
than the mutton broth.

A special correspondent of the Daily News (August 30)
says that comparatively few persons are aware how little
Churchmen really pay for the enormous inlluence their
educational position gives them. Out of every £2 paid fora
child in a voluntary school, the country provides all but
about six or seven shillings. Church voluntary contribu-
tions provide about three and sixpence in the pound, and it
is by no means certain that the whole of what little money
they have voluntarily contributed should all be accredited
to elementary education.

It gives the following instances :—“ For many years there
appeared on the balance-sheet of a voluntary school the
sum of £52 for cleaning, etc. The man to whom the pound
a week was paid had not been on the school premises for
two years, and his whole time was occupied as vicar's odd
man and sexton.”

“ The rectory of a certain parish needs repairs, but the
low state of the ecclesiastical funds does not permit that
this shall be done. A happy thought occurs to the rector.
‘ The schoolmaster shall occupy the rectory for a time, and
vre will call it the schoolhouse. Out of the funds provided
for the school | will, as school manager, repair the rectory,
entering it in the accounts as repairs to the schoolhouse.’
This plan has been carried out, and nearly £200 has been
expended on the repairs of property which belongs to the
rector of the parish for the time being.”

Cases in which the Church has got its work done free by
foisting duties upon the school teacher supported by
Government grants are exceedingly common. A letter
addressed to the principal of a training college, asking for a
student to act as schoolmaster, is cited. It says*“ he must be
able to play the harmonium, and will be expected to do soon
Sundays twice a day, to lead the choir, and also to act as
clerk. He will be expected to train the church choir one
night in each week. The aforesaid is- part of his duty as
well as keeping the school, and no extra salary is given for
it.” In other words, the duties of clerk, choirmaster, etc.,
are paid for out of funds which ought to be devoted solely
to educational purposes. And these thieves are clamoring
for more public money !

One of the funniest documents we have read for a while
is the address of the Dean of Norwich at the anniversary of
the British and Foreign Bible Society. He declared that
“ the nerve of the Ascension Evangel is the great principle
that every human being is entitled to know the mind of
God in his own language.” If we presumed to think that
every human being was entitled to know the mind of God
direct from God himself, probably he would think wo had a
nerve like the Ascension Evangel.

The Dean went on to say that the various tribes of men
were not to have each a distinct evangel suited to their
respective capacities, but all were to have the Bible which
Jesus received, which the holy apostles were commissioned
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to write, and which the authority of the Church ha
stamped. Well, we never heard that Jesus received *'
New Testament, or commissioned anybody to write it. ],
only thing in which the Dean is correct is the authority A
the Church, and that has been stamped with a vengeanO
against all opposition.

The Dean of Norwich said that antiquarian research
had thrown light on our Scriptures and ecclesias]|C,
history. They have indeed. Says he : “ They have diluw®
the strong statements that are made in the interests o*
narrow and dwarfing ecclesiasticism ; they have blasted,
| believe, the unwholesome pretensions and the superstit'0
of an Italian sacerdotalism. But there is one thing tue '
discovei ies and manuscripts have not done. They have I*
caused us to withdraw one single article from the creeds
the Church.” Doubtless the Dean has substantial reaXat
for not withdrawing even the article which declares tn
“ works done before the grace of Christ are not pleasant
God, but have the nature of sin.” But some people "
have done a little antiquarian research fancy , 1>
demonstrates the savage superstructure of the Dean's en
faith.

The Doan says : “ We are asked now, however, to think®
the figst chapters of Genesis as mythical;, but | canfje
acceptt as miyfhical What Christ r as fact. A
suppose he follows Jesus also in believing in possession
devils. It is a comforting belief when you know that de
never enter deans.

The Dean concluded with an exhortation to diffuse g
Bible : “ Circulate it broadcast from one end of the woi ~
the other. Let no soul for whom Christ died moan ou”™”
life knowing nothing of the God who made him, nothm* j
the God who lover! him, nothing of Jesus christ who ~
his precious blood for him, nothing cf the Holy Ghost
comforts and who enlightens, and who educates ana j

radiates, and blesses him ; nothing
the means of grace, nothing of the hope of gl0l-" -Ows
Christians are to take all the trouble about the U &2,
Trinity which they have never taken for thenas
although, as the Dean set out by saying, “every 1
being is entitled to know the mind of God in his
language.”

Bishop Tugwell, of West Africa, says that the f>'n tr*th0

demoralising the natives. It is pointed out to him j pest
gin is introduced by the Christians, and that.
remedy is the spread of Mohammedanism, with its
inlluence in favor of abstinencs. The Governor ot. Ogf,

avers that the Mohammedan negro is a much c¢ jh»0
soberer, and more dignified and self-respecting fjo c33 to
the Christian negro, who adds the white mans v
his own, and wipes them all out in the blood of Jesus-
that 2!

David, or somebody else for him, said in his haste 1| pPe3
mefl were lidies (Rsalai oavi. il). We witén hn 3
people giving evidence that the Psalmist was not s yeyv
hasty. Here, for instance, is a story from Middleto'r Ssp>t
York, about Hiram Hornback, who ran from h°‘n‘“n tHt
his cash in riotous living, and, like others who have gtorl
course, returned penitent, when sunk in poverty. 1j aft«r
given in the New York Sun, August 11, says : Aver N
Hiram’s arrival a terrific thunderstorm Passed
farm, and lighvhl stiUER bHY KLY & Bedf in aiikge n
yard. From there the same bolt entered an open w eD™
the house, hit the family Bible lying on the pal'jqt pus*
table, and opened it at the fifteenth chapter or  <\hicP
leaving a black mark opposite the twenty-third ver ~ e
reads, ‘ And bring hither the fatted calf and kill ny

us eat and be merry.”” This is worthy of “ Dod Gi
. w

Dr. Susan R. Pray, who wentas a m ed ica |lOoutr®®
Foo Chun, gives the following explanation of tn t0 o\e
She says a strong native party is making an g , (teiOPtllp
throw the present Chinese dynasty, and, bhristialstet
to make it appear that the outbreak against (j)o ladL
really the fault of the government, hopes to rna f "
so unpopular with foreign powers that none OL
interfere in its possible downfall.

Paul Kruger, the President of the Transvaal,
to the pulpit. The Port Elizabeth Telegraph
ing on Sunday week, the President undertook to “er
doctrine of the Trinity—a subject which, the si =rt uP*L
ou to say, the Holy Book did not throw muen , th® ¢pe
With that aptitude for simile which forms onO al)ea , 3
striking features of his honor’'s public utte *,Thet”
preacher likened the Triune Deity to a ca«ne:
the fat, the wick, and the llamo—three in nji0’ r, ot
explanation is not sullicient,” continued Mr. ‘vr Ol)clLB,0gp]
who wishes may come and speak to me at the L , je to
the service " Possibly tho President may no
some other means of converting them.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

1l ! Sept. 8, Brunswick Hall, Brunswick-street, Glasgow :
0j, “ Freethought in Robert Burns”; 2.30, “ Religion in the
S't of Science”; 0.30, “ The Use and Abuse of the Bible.”

@®ept. 15, South Shields; 22 and 29, Foresters’ Hall, London.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Charms W atts's Engagements.—Sept. 8 and 15, Foresters’
.. “2, Sheffield. October hand 13, Foresters’ Hall; 14, 15, 16,
°’bato at Newcastle-on-Tyne with the Rev. A. J. Waldron ;
1 '"°rth Shields; 20, Glasgow ; 22 and 23, Dundee ; 27, Edin-
tinr’ York. November 17, Liverpool.—AIl communica-
dj3‘or Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required,
\a®ped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-

Lo Brixton- London, S.W.
you Bsvink (Charleston).—Many thanks. We shall use some of
rr ~.~Mbchosen extracts. You aredoing capital work. Hearty

j7

W'%TﬂgMackenzie points out that in “ Rum and Religion,”
seem' ' " soothing-seeming antidote” should be *“ soothing
“ j>:/,n="an*idcte”; and “ Bible-seeming antidote” should be
only 0seeming-antidote ”—the idea being that the antidote is

L seeming. Sorry we did not send proof. Hearty greetings.
t0 ' jAUf writes: “ With regard to the £4 that | have paid
aPPi tKe'” nt shares for the Hall of Science, 1 beg that you will
~urth™ money afc your discretion towards any purpose for the
tion Ttu00 our Principles; and | should prefer the applica-
ntinv i 8 same to the fund for your personal benefit, for 1 feel
Party ah » neast help keep the man alive who keeps our

of on™.°LDIN<i’—Glad to hear you are so pleased with the success

Write @®@Perinient at St. James’'s Hall. We have ventured to

Yon, , ‘bugar I'lum” on the Indicator article, which we hope
ft g” *IU nOt find displeasing.

the il’ See paragraph. We should like to see you busier in
W. q le°ture-field.

breath!T"rnu™0 Bad seen it and written a paragraph upon it
. thanks all the same, though, for your kind attention.
ft (Manchester).—There must be some mistake. John
With tt,dp Ou d. hardly have refused to supply your newsagent
ttade ev *r”ethinker. He, or rather the firm, has supplied the
accounter'SinLe ° W'drskissue>and continues to have a regular
°nthe In"t 1°Ur Publisher. Will you see your newsagent again
c'rrulafla™er ' We thank you for your efforts to promote our
..Ig}%")eslon’ and are pleased to hear that you enjoy Mr. Cohen’s

t See para — Ve have dgaild wdh S&eroner Baxter in our leader.
@ Ki., 8raph for the other matter.

r.availab'l f C ParaSraph. Will the large Shepherds’ Hall bo
EiEsil)j:, , or Secular lectures_this winter™

C. De.frr 8 Lpnd.—Per R. Forder : H. Sesernann, 02 ; E. L., £1 ;

HOder (I1'm ' R- A., 2s. Gd. Per Miss Vance, collected by E.
n°Pkin, i - C. Rail, Is.; T. Allgn, ¥s.; — Bailey, la.

ie> ft Cnf.” — Woodford, Is.; Alpha, Is. R. Webster, 4s.
y'nclair himeron (Glasgow) : Hugh J. Duncan, £1 ; Duncan

Sanﬂback s.; Rebert Smellie, 5s.; A Friend, 5s.; Daniel Fyfe
Apﬁ,e@d}&' Samael Roger, 5s.; Thomas Reid, 5s.; Another

J. Jj a™ARI>—Shall appear.

?ry 200dr’  Armstrong's letter in the Hackney Gazette is a
IAreetl””” BAB Such correspondence is of great service to

j>Belfast v H); Halifax Labor News—Post—Secular Thought
.°stoii XnvocfA*8™M W hig— Portsmouth Times—Truthseeker—
ft erica, cstlgator—New York World—Progressive Thinker—
Lnel—Isle of Man Times—Liberty—Esoteric—
T> , .Eclrvo—Freedem—Bilue Ghass Bilagde—iIwentiedh
ublic Opinion—Two Worlds—Manchester Evening
who'U and R’'ngsland Gazette.
theSOnd us newspapers would enhanco the favor by
fQr  Passages to which thoy wish to call our attention.

Co,, “toPeci]H® Editor of the Freethinker should bo addrossed to

Ty_

bw

U > pONpE 8treet, London, E.C.
>N fiA® in ®bould roach us not later than Tuesday if a reply
W ‘be foil 0 current issuo. Otherwise the reply stands over
Not 8 week-
i~day, Or must reach 28 Stonocutter-stroot by first post
for Ip W*H not bo inserted.

\ / r'BtrO0" rgt” ra should bo sent to Mr. R. Foitior, 28 Stone-
rt-ihinyr

j, 10a~ Post frPWd* bo forwarded, direct from iho publishing

u; 0» at the following rates, prepaid :(—One Year,
God,0i Advk °ar’ bs- 3d. ; Throe Months, 2a. 8d.
H (jT ten —Thirty words, Is. 6d.; ovory suc-

>‘°rrB’ half _.,k8> bd. Displayed Advertisement* :—Ono inch,
1~in '~dions Umn>LI 2a. 6d.; column, £2 5s. {Special terms

>hL Qut '
P°t 'vhen\)~° dost-offico regulations to announce on the
a*pit atUbor m a0 subscription is duo, subscribers will recoivo
n a colored wrapper when their subscription
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SPECIAL.

Readers of the Freethinker are requested to remember that
the first week in October is “ Shilling Week.” During that
week all who desire to aid, however modestly, in the active
propaganda of Freethought during the winter, should send
me one or more shillings. Every subscription will be
acknowledged. | have to add that lecturing engagements,
under the scheme | outlined a fortnight ago, are already
being formed by Mr. Charles Watts and Mr. C. Cohen;
and that the services of other lecturers will be utilised as
soon as possible.
G. W. FOOTE.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Me. Foote lectures to-day (September 8) at Glasgow. On
the following Sunday he lectures at South Shields. During
the interval he hopes to take a little holiday.

The accounts of the St. James’'s Hall venture are nearly
made up. There are only a few tickets still unaccounted
for. It was a costly experiment, the rent alone being five
guineas per night, and the advertising in proportion.
Happily, however, there was no loss. Four or five pounds
will remain on the right side of the balance-sheet. But this
and more has been lost at Milton Hall, where “free
admission ” was compulsory, and Mr. Foote is responsible for
the deficit.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in Plymouth last
Sunday. In the afternoon the Rev. A. J. Waldron attended,
and a very pleasant and interesting debate took place
between the rev. gentleman and Mr. Watts.

Mr. S. P. Putnam delivered his farewell lecture at the
Foresters’ Hall on Sunday evening. Considering the
wonderful weather, and the difficulty in organising for
a fresh meeting-place, there was a very gratifying attend-
ance. Mr. Foote took the chair, and made a brief speech in
introducing the lecturer. Mr. Putnam was accorded a most
enthusiastic reception. He was in first-rate form, and his
discourse was both instructive and entertaining. It was
followed with close attention and evident pleasure. At the
close our American visitor had quite an ovation, the
audience cheering lustily and unanimously, many rising to
their feet, the men waving hats and the ladies hand-
kerchiefs. Mr. Foote wound up the proceedings with a
farewell to the lecturer in the name of the Freethinkers of
England. This elicited another outburst of applause, and
the meeting came to an ideal conclusion, with plenty of
hearty handshaking and fervent good-speeds.

Our next issue will contain an account of the farewell
dinner to Mr. Putnam at the Holborn Restaurant.

Foresters’ Hall is a fine one, and will hold a large number
of people. As the weather gets cooler, and the long evenings
draw in, we hope to see it tilled from floor to ceiling. Mr.
Charles Watts lectures there this evening (September 8), his
subject being onn of burning interest—" Missions to the
Heathen.” Mr. Watts occupies the platform again on the
following Sunday, after which Mr. Footo takes two Sunday
evenings. Mr. C. Cohen will lecture at the Foresters’ Hall
on an early »Sunday, probably in October. We hope our
London friends will do their utmost to bring their Christian
friends to these meeting«.

Mr. Putnam has seen something of English seaside life in
the height of the season. For a couple of days last week,
in company with Messrs. Foote and Watts, he enjoyed the
hospitality of Mr. Munns, of the Terrace Hotel, Margate
Mr. Munns is a veteran Freethinker, and remembers
Charles Bradlaugh when he was a boy-lecturer.

The Halifax Labor News contains an account of an
interview with one of the old guard in that town, Mr.
Thomas Riley, Chartist and Freethinker, who has carried on
business as bookseller and newsagent for many years.

Goldwin Smith was always asort of half-and-half evolution-
ist ; yet, in an article on “ Guesses at the Riddle of Existence,”
in the current North American Review, he shows he is not
prepared to follow Mr. Kidd, Mr. Balfour, or Professor
Drummond, each of whom ho criticises from a rational
standpoint. Professor Smith takes up a practical point
when he challenges Mr. Balfour to provide us with some
analysis of authority, and some test by which genuine
authority may bo distinguished from ancient and venerable
imposture. As it it, Mr. Balfour fails to present any such
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criterion, nor is it easy to determine what is his view of
belief in miracles.

Professor Smith concludes that there can be no hope of
laying new foundations for a rational theology in any
direction excepting that of the study of the universe and
of humanity as manifestations of the supreme power. The
study, moreover, must be pursued in that spirit of thorough-
going intellectual honesty whereof Huxley was an illustrious
example. If revelation is lost to us, manifestation remains ;
and great manifestations appear to be opening to our view.
The sum of it all is that Agnosticism is rightif it isa counsel
of honesty, but not if a counsel of despair.

The West London Indicator devotes a eulogistic column to
“The Queen's Park Naturalist”—Mr. R. E. Holding, a
brother of the artist who chiselled the marble bust of
Bradlaugh in the Manchester Secular Hall. Mr. Holding is
asplendid draughtsman, and has illustrated biological works
by Dr. Sutton, Professor Romanes, Dr. Seebohm, and other
famous writers. He has recently completed a series of
pictures of Indian animals, under the direction of the Indian
Education Council, for use in British India. He has now in
hand a fine series of school pictures to meet the recently
issued code as to object-lesson teaching in natural science.
This work will be published shortly by Messrs. Gill and
Sons. The |Indicator remarks: “But for his Secular
proclivities, he would undoubtedly have now occupied an
honorable seat [on a local body], yet it is to his training in
a large Secular and Science School that Mr. Holding
attributes his present position.” He gives a good deal of
time gratuitously to the local schools, but when he was
proposed as a member of the Board of School Managers the
local parsons swamped the meeting and kept him out.
What a blessed thing is Christianity ! How just! How
tolerant ! How benign!

Herbert Spencer opens the New York Popular Science
Monthly with the fourth of his papers on “ Professional
Institutions,” in which he show that the functions of the
orator, poet, actor, and dramatist are all developed from the
acts of the primitive tribesman in welcoming his victoriously-
returning chief. Andrew D. White, writing on *“ The
Continued Growth of Scientific Interpretation,” describes
the battle bv which reason conquered tradition in English
theology. Gustave Le Bon discusses “ The Work of Ideas
in Human Evolution,” showing their immense power in the
form of traditions and their tremendous force when newly
accepted.

The American Unitarians established at Tokio, Japan, a
“ Senshin Sakuin,” or “ School for Advanced Learning.”
The school shows signs of becoming a Ereethought seminary,
the graduates reading papers on such subjects as “ Japanese
Ancestor Worship,” “ Occidental and Oriental Ethics.” The
superintendent of the school, Mr. McCauley, is a broad-
minded man, and says a student is there afforded an
opportunity to know and study every known creed. He is
left free to judge as to the faith he requires. No question
of orthodoxy is raised. He will find good in all. With
crystallised Truth in his hand he selects or rejects.

The Bristol Branch concluded its open-air meetings in
Eastville-park on Sunday, the final lecture being delivered
by Mr. Dome, a Hebrew gentleman, who formerly opposed
the Secularists in Finsbury Park, London. Mr. Keast, the
secretary, has labored hard at this enterprise, and ha« been
well supported by Mr. Bracey, the treasurer. Several ladies
have assisted ; in fact, they seem to have taken more interest
in the work than the men. To-day (Sept. 8) the Branch lias
its last country ramble. On the first Sunday in October it
begins its winter’s work in the Shepherds’ Hall.

Freethinkers in North London will be interested to learn
that a tea and garden party has been arranged for Sunday,
September 15, by the Islington and Finsbury Park Branches,
to take place at The Nook, 19 Alwyne-road, Canonburv, the
residence of the secretary of the Islington Branch, Mr. A.
Guest. Given fine weather, this should be a very enjoyable
reunion. The situation is very pretty—a charming spot on
the banks of the New River. The garden will be illuminated,
and an entertainment will follow the tea, which will be
served at 5.30. The tickets are one shilling, and may be
obtained of branch secretaries. The proceeds will go to the
funds of the Islington and Finsbury Park Brandies. A
meeting of members of the two branches respecting above
will be held at Mr. Ward’s, 91 Mildmay-park, Newington
Green, on Monday, September 9, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Harry Snell writes :—“ The Birmingham friends are
to be congratulated on the promising start they have made
at the neat little hall in Hope-street. In spite of the tropical
weather of last Sunday, two good audiences assembled. |
was much cheered to meet again the old veterans, Daniel
Baker, C. C. Cattell, and J_Ridgway, all of whom are armed
cap-ci-pie to do battle against the common foe. | pointed
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out that September 1 was an auspicious day. We w'®
assembled as a rational shooting party to bag the partridges
of the Church. Thereisafund of unused energy in Birin®?:
ham that needs manipulating, and it seems to me that »
that is needed to insure success is the energy of the recruit"
ing sergeant. The capital of the Midlands should be, a3
used to be, the centre of the great work in the Midi33
counties. 1 shall be both surprised and disappointed if t*1l
venture does not result in a real forward movement. ™3a
is most essential is that comrades should not look back, 33
go full steam ahead.”

CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM IN JAPAN.

In the Open Court, of Chicago (August 5), Captain C
Pfoundes, who has long been in Japan, and is a dﬂg
initiated member of the most important Buddhist sects
that country, has some observations on Christianity 3
Buddhism in Japan. He says that the MVSSIGRaFIEs 3
mainly successful in destructive criticism levelled agamjj
the old faiths, but which the Japaneso have the nous
turn equally against the Christians. He remarks: 'y
converts are rarely met with, while perverts to materially ’
scepticism, and irreligion are many—not quite the cm
the missionaries desire to hatch. During the Pr&
century very large sums have been expended annually
Asia, as well as elsewhere, in mission work, and a Sr ~
many more or less competent and enthusiastic men
women from Europe and America have devoted their ik
to the work of proselytising. Others enter upon trfﬂ‘Affate
with less noble and more mercenary motives
- . tevoted to
years much of the money and material hitherto N
the Pacific Islands, etc., has been diverted to Asia, Jap3
and other countries, having a civilisation, religion) * »
literature of their own, are receiving much attentio'F
the neglect of other lands where none of these good t
exist. The needs of those ‘nearer homo' have - ,
ignored, whilst those afar off are courted and Pel ge
Foreign missionaries in Asia, in Japan, for instance;
now very numerous, and representatives from nearly
civilised nation and of nearly all tho numerous N 1,13
sects arc competing keenly for converts. The induce® *
held out to the young of both sexes are too attractive,
temptation is too strong, especially to the indigent c< ~
to bo resisted. The opportunities for obtainiHo M
education, which is in itself a sure high-road to Wc tjc
employment, attract the young Japanese, especial y »
scions of old feudal retainers, who still cling
traditions of superior birth, and whose pride makes
unwilling to learn a trade or to keep a shop”~3nt
ambition is official employment, military or civil, as
teachers, interpreters, or clerks. It is not to be won |9
at, therefore, if the mission schools arc crowded witu | ~ajc
and if more applicants than can be accomm°d3 ™
outside. Of the pupils, however, it is an admitte™t
that but a titho really become sincero converts,
many, for the time bcing, profess to believe. A.,, °nlake3
weedinf out of the less zealous and suspected Pul) s[ll0 tke
room for others ; and those so turned adrift beco N tb°
most active and bitter opponents of the introduction
alien creed.” _ r sali3
Captain Pfoundes points out that the doctrine 0
tion through blood is a barbaric stumbling-blcC
educated Buddhists. He says, too, *“ Puritan®” tho
never get a footing in tho Far East.” Ho declarcSj jty 5
Christian missionaries aro making a bid for p°P~1inJd I
loudly applauding the warlike spirit lately arouse* i rCJl)
asks: “ Do theso missionary people hope ~er il w
expect, to benefit by the defeat of the Chinese d
that they arc so ready to go out of their,Wa}l], = ' 1']
of being men of peace, turn their coats ihside on Joy
assume the Jingo character 1 Whilst the Christian
expend much time and energy on polemics, in attack'* »
gn[)  uddhism, Hinduism, Mohammedanism, etc., g ¥f
in controversy among themselves, the Buddhist b°n”
each sect attends to his own duties, and, 'vif otb°r
exceptions, is on friendly terms with tho bonzes ® tkx
sects, as well as with those of his own. It isall to s
and more tho pity it is that it is so, that the co”™i
(nominal) to Christianity aro largely natives whose'!
is such that by tho general opinion of foreigll:,
such converts aro not tho most dosirablo to ompl°J'
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Captain Pfoundesldraws a distinction between the com-
P ratively useless work of the missionary abroad and that of
epoor curate at home. He says : “ Personal observation
t“Qrelative position of the missionary abroad and the
k1 home (say the curate of an East-end parish, of
la a a district as, unfortunately, may bo found in any
‘r8e °Ry in Europe, America, or the Colonies) enables a
N jlParison to be drawn. The missionary, invariably
ji® housed, and, with few exceptions, well paid, duties
= awqy ffoom irksome observation and criticism, and
dj . auiple leisure for study and recreation. Sued con-
mors of life are infinitely superior to those of the poor
ate, jll paid and overworked, neither too well clothed nor
o0 i) fed, working amongst the lowest of his race,
amidst constantly harrowing scenes, squalor, want,
(lt*tcbedne3s of the most abject kind, where indescribable
U accumulates, and sickness, contagions, and infections
e Ux* The missionary and his family, sent out at great
atiil F$> patufcuned for years whilst gaining experience
Ve , ninS the vernacular, and finally, frequently just
i ,n he may begin to be useful, returning to his native
_ _ ‘fat’ living, a good income, and
*STOFEME IhGRE: Swith cBngenial surgfoun?jirigs. The poor
apfate’ too often an early victim to the life led during his
. ltenticoship, as a worker in slums. And of the two
fn,Ich has been the most useful 1 Is it really not a matter

!,?rleult,,)“ consideration, this misdirection of means and

MR. PUTNAM'S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

xtractsfrom his Letters to the Kew York “ Truthsceker”
I~ {Avgust 3).

here. \iD work in Sbetlield. There are sturdy workers
~entinn r* N e’son> Mr. Lill, and others too numerous to
a Hb]Q ?athered on this old-time battle-field. There was
distail 6 delegation from Barnsley. They walked in, a
c’Hiraj® °‘ about sixteen miles. | was presented by these
"hil0 Os "uth a photograph of the soldiers at this point,
Mr, jj n campaign duty—Mr. and Mrs. Addy, Mr. Bennett,
hiwor*I , 0 occupics the lecturer’'s desk, and is one of
utv «u 'vovkers; Harry Addy, young, but ready to do his
Jese' fr it Wagnb wall, aod MF. siogh Mrs. Wadmoro. | thank
Aethieriénc*8 for their handsome gift. We all had .tea
"-lie rat the hall in the afternoon, and this enabled me to
yicinit @2 Hintdnce with the Freethinkers of Sheffield and
*octurE  firk it wo-s a most enjoyable occasion. | gave three
attenda t lat day—morning, afternoon, and e\ The
'orco ®a j "'as fair, considering that we are the frontier
heart'of fir 210 enthusiastic welcome was cheering to the
nar and f®®PilIS™n- | was glad to greet new friends from
“e tabl»\ an'f to place their names and features upon
"ot jjn tsof memory ; but if I began toenumerate | should
r e scorWifre to “'id, for the friends of our cause rally by
IOrt for i Sheffield Secularism will continue to hold the
‘°rt,i, “any years to come, as it has already held the fort
e, g? century.
Jafflant=:m,iltl A8, | think, the oldest Freethought hall in
fears aef>alUd P“rhaps in the world. It was built over fifty
beam 1., fRT R#Cliair and reform purposes, and it
"(tu“es Ceit  the original aini through many changing
’\ilctl%?. f felt that it was an honor to speak in e
~alu vl SHYREFAted by human genius.  Owen,
i -4anV' ,nn* Besant in her palmy days, Foe
if?" th/o stalwart defenders of liberty, ha
P* tin,, Pintform. Therefore, we might say that hero in
i?KIUh sZ,?,rn moudding is tho oldest battle-ground of
lihe ri,',OcHavism, an unpretentious building, but mighty
jNk g?u~hts that have glowed and thundered within its
T°-tlav feUleX gives a priceless inheritance to the struggle
tv- haj tir"'n *le ~a,'c yet glorious fields of the past.
o tlifi Freat>pleasure, while staying at Sheffield, of
\i b. hospitality of American friends, Mr. and Mrs.
W1 En | Sn' formerly of Philadelphia. They have
har ath tli Sntl for ov,'r twenty years, but they were born
hoi elanff rars and Stripes, and have not lost the love of
sped* 1hey g;lvo hie a delightful welcome, and the
tl,.“ rein- ffi'cmly along, the glories of England mingling
Wb lov; ? ; nccs of tho great Republic of the West not
del in A 'ah,a“d less, but that we love America more,
tL'ahdi '*“‘erica wo wero born, and tho homeliest spot is
dei-ERTe (A ttful because in it wo first saw tho light of day,
A8 t of N , °f human 1ovo mingling with the WeReer and
hi(Ar*Can ci r UG- Matthewson is a true-ble; g6-ahead
N " heb “Uen. He is an inventor.and..a_niBgsssmaan,
thib~Hoaplli a Sreat factory in Sheffield, and his trade
S he\v JWo world. We are constantly learning some-
>ahd tbo “sand-blast” is something new to me.
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And it is a wonderful power. Remarkable it is that human
ingenuity never discovered what sand could do until within
a few years. General B. C. Tilghman is the original inventor,
and Mr. Matthewson has added many patents, so that now
the “ sand-blast” has become a marvellous instrumentality.
It is not only a worker, but an artist. It can produce in
glass the most beautiful results, and the whirling sand-
particles become as cunning as the human hand. They
chisel with wondrous rapidity, a million of them working
in harmonious combinations.

Professor Tyndall has eloquently described the “ sand-
blast,” and it is worthy of note, so beautiful and so extra-
ordinary is the process. Professor Tyndall says: “ The
Sphinx of Egypt is nearly covered up by the sand of the
desert. The neck of the Sphinx is partly cut across by the
eroding action of the fine sand blown against it. This action
of sand has recently been turned to extraordinary account
in the United States. When in Boston | was taken by Mr.
Josiah Quincy to see the action of the ‘sand-blast.” A kind
of hopper containing fine silicious sand was connected with
a reservoir of compressed air. The hopper ended in a long
slit, from whence the sand was blown. A plate-glass was
placed beneath this slit, and caused to pass slowly under it.
It came out perfectly depolished, with a bright, opalescent
glimmer, such as could be produced only by the most
careful grinding. But this was not all. By protecting
certain portions of the glass and exposing others,figures and
traceries of any requiredform could-be etched upon the glass."
Perhaps from this brief description one can catch some idea of
the variable potency of the“sand-blast.” Foragesit hadbeen
working away upon the Sphinx, upon the stones of the desert,
and yet no one had ever utilised this “ sand-power " until
the invention and patents of General Tilghman and Mr.
Matthewson, and now it is world-wide in its uses. All tho
files of Sheffield are sharpened by the “ sand-blast.” Glass is
polished By it, and all kinds of figures, the most beautiful

sible, can be cut in glass. Also tombstones are engraved

the same process. What was once done by hand is now
done by the “sand-blast.” The sand can cut into the
hardest substances, for it is the concentrated energy of
millions of particles of sand that does the work. Sand is
also used for cleaning purposes. It is better than water.
The fine sand, whirling from a tube, will knock the dirt out
in no time. It will clean a building as no human hand
could possibly do. It will thus be seen what a manifold
power has been developed by the skill and perseverance of
Mr. Matthewson, whoso inventions must certainly take a
front rank with tho glories of modern industry. Mr.
Frederick Matthewson, his son, is also devoted to this
important enterprise. Miss Charlotte Matthewson, the
daughter, is a member of the Royal College of Music, an
honor which but few comparatively attain ; and she is an
exquisite player upon the violin, attesting the genius of
woman and her capacity to do anything that man can do,
give her a chance. So, mingling with the arts and industry
of Sheffield, were the delights of music. | visited also the
gallery and museum in the park, and here are many
valuable paintings, also curiosities for the scientific. Near
Sheffield is Queen Mary’s Tower, where she was for some
time incarcerated by the Earl of Shrewsbury. On the last
night of my stay, Wednesday, | went to hear a lecture on

new developments of steam power, and here | learned
something | did not know before about steam. | suppose
that engineers will understand me w-hen | write of

“ superheating steam.” That was a new phrase to me. In
this, however, is one of the gigantic problems of the age.
Its solution means a vast increase of steam energy. To
roughly suggest, it is this : Ordinary steam, or*“ wet steam,”
as it is called, when it enters the cylinder is condensed more
or less into water, and thus much of its power is lost. The
problem is to “ superheat ” the steam—that is, to make “ wet
steam” “ dry steam,” so that when it enters the cylinder it
will not become water at all, but remain steam and do the
work of steam. It is claimed by the lecturer, Professor
Ripper, one of the most experienced engineers of England,
that this problem has been solved, and that from 25 to 50
per cent, of steam energy is saved. If this is so, then there
Is to be a now and wonderful evolution of engine and steam
power, and Sheffield has tho honor of its initiation in this
country.

It will bo seen, by what I have tried to tell, what a varied
experience | had at Sheffield ; what contrasts | met with in
this metropolis of iron ; that alongside its smoke and dire
are glittering expanses of art and poetry, and it is well
worth a visit of many days. It has a population of about
:1750,000. | hope 1 shall see it again, and my Freethought
friends also, who have treated me so generously.

From Sheffield, on Thursday afternoon, July 4, without
any accompaniment of patriotic fire-crackers or cannon, I
take my way to York, to famous York, which indeed has a
solidity of ancientness about it that is truly magnificent and
somewhat appalling. Here is the old wall of the Romans
and the gateways, etc. Mr. William Johnson, who came
from York to Sheffield to attend the lectures, met me at the
station, and the first thing we did was to take a walk
around tho old city on the lofty stone battlements that had
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witnessed many a fierce and bloody encounter. York is now
a railroad town with railroad shops. Two hundred trains
pass every day. It has a population of G0000. The largest
part of the city is now outside the walls. The river Ouse
runs through its centre. At the end of the southern wall are
the Castle and Clifford’s Tower, in the latter of which two
thousand Jews were once slain. We visit the municipal
buildings, and also the ruins of St. Mary's Abbey and the
ancient hospital near by. These are interesting ruins,
dating back several hundred years. The Abbey was
destroyed by Cromwell. It was once a stately building, as
large, apparently, as the present cathedral. There are
many things to be seen in York. There are old-fashioned
buildings still standing. There are still the narrow streets
and over-hanging walls, so that from the second story one
could almost shake hands with his neighbor across the way
as he leans forward from his chamber window. 1 enjoy
perambulating the streets of this quaint city, traversing its
walls, looking at its great cathedral, and watching the
moonlight and the shadows on the river and the parks, and
the masses of people as they throng the central avenues.
Friday morning | visit the cathedral. This is the largest
Gothic cathedral in England, and said to be the largest this
side the Alps. It is larger than Westminster Abbey or St.
St. Paul's. It is an immense and imposing structure. It
has two great towers in front, with a vast central tower 213
feet in height. Its entire length from east to west is 524
feet; its extreme breadth, north to south, 250 feet. We
wander through the vasty spaces of this temple, which has
stood for centuries. The present structure was begun in
1070. But below in the crypt can be seen the remains of
ancient walls which go back to the seventh century. The
window at the east end is considered the largest illuminated
window in the world. It is seventy-six feet in length and
thirty-three feet in width, and wonderfully illuminated. It
is impossible to convey an idea of its radiant splendor.
After traversing the depths of this great cathedral, and
looking upon the graves of warriors and kings and bishops ;
after looking at its marvellous walls and windows upon
which so much labor has been expended at a penny a day,
we climb the massive tower itself, 05 feet in breadth, and
with 273 steps from the bottom to the top. An extensive
view is presented from this lofty station.

The country about York for miles away is level. The city
lies at our feet, the quaint old houses standing among those
of modern style. The vast roof of the cathedral itself
extends a hundred feet beneath. It was a place for
imagination to revel in the greatness of the past and the
wonder of the future. Other places of interest are the
Boothara Bar, with Norman tower erected about the end of
the thirteenth century; the Manor House, once a royal
residence; the Lendal Bridge, whence can bn seen a
Jong sweep of the winding Ouse; the Mansion House, the
walls of which are ornamented with historical portraits of
great value; the Guildhall, dating from 1440, with its
beautiful colored windows; the Theatre Royal, erected in
1765, over the site of St. Peter’'s church—a great improve-
ment. It is said that Constantine the Great was born in
York. Not much credit that to the city. He was also
invesited here by the Roman legions with the imperial
purple.

I thoroughly enjoyed my few hours’ visit at York. Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson gave me a hearty English welcome. Two
of their sons are now in America, and expect to make that
country their homo ; and so my friends have a fellow feeling
for those who come from the Western shores, seeing that
they have given their quota to the population of the great
Republic. Mr. Johnson was once an earnest Christian, and
wrote a pamphlet in support of the faith; but ho is now a
thorough Liberal, and always ready to do his share of
pioneer work. Mrs. Johnson is a born Freethinker, and has
never passed through the clouds of superstition. 1 shall
not forget the hospitality of these friends in this ancient
cathedral city, which is one of the most superb monuments
of a religious and barbaric past, combined with the splendor
and industry of the nineteenth century. Within a stone’s
throw of the cathedral rolls the railway locomotive and
flames the electric light. Putnam.

(To be continued.)

Samuel P.

catumny is the homage which dogmatism has ever paid
to conscience. Even in the periods when the guilt of heresy
was universally believed, the spirit of intolerance was only
sustained by the diffusion of countless libels against the
misbeliever, and by the systematic concealment of his
virtues. How sedulously theologians at that time labored
in this task; how unscrupulously they maligned and
blackened every leading opponent of their views; how
eagerly they fanned the flame of sectarian animosity; how
uniformly they prohibited those whom they could influence
from studying the writings or frequenting the society of
men of different opinions from their own, is well known to
all who are acquainted with ecclesiastical history.— IP. E.

1. Lechj.
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THE HEATHEN IN HIS BLINDNESS.

Me. W. E. Gunis, the correspondent of the Chicago ¢%°r¢
in Japan, reports an interesting conversation with a Buddnis
priest. The heathen said: “ No one can understand 0
appreciate Buddhism without serious study, any more tb*
any other religion. | understand that the compactl
study of religions has been introduced into some of 111,
theological schools of your country, which is a wise thin?’
and | hope your teachers will adopt such text-books as
justice to the Buddhists. The comparison of religions
necessary for a man to understand and appreciate his o+

Evidently this heathen needs the enlightenment of 11
blessed gospel, which proclaims there is no salvation in a »
other name than that of Jesus Christ. He wenton to8J
there was much he could admire in Christianity and theca»
actor ascribed to Christ. “ His teachings,” he said, “don
conflict with those of Buddha. You will find avery strik’j
similarity in their teachings. Buddha preceded ip
five hundred years, and if Christ was not familiar with
writings—it is entirely possible that he may have been »
there is a most remarkable parallel in their lives, 1
channels of their thought, and their code of morals.”

This vile sinner could not understand the holy doctrine
salvation from all sins through the atoning merits w
precious lamb of God. He said: “ Ido not understandy
doctrine of the atonement. | never could understand it.
does not seem logical. | cannot see how the blood ot J
man can, as you say, wash away the sins of multitudes”®
millions of others who have the same intelligence and
same opportunities to practise good morals and live sin
lives, but have neglected to do so. Whatis the useof » e
trying to be good if the blood of Christ is sufficient tos »
him from the penalty of his sins 1 All he has to do is 1 (jie
as wicked as he likes up to a certain period, when ~
termination of his life is approaching, then repent oS
evil ways and accept what has cost him nothing. Rj ,0.e
not seem fair to those who have lived correct lives
great good at the cost of years of labor and suffering ® j ng
denial to have some rascally fellow share the same blesg tiif
just because Christ was crucified. &till, that is one  j
many points of theology upon which Christians du'er>
may be pardoned for not understanding it.” of

The pretence of politeness in this canting rejector ™ tje
central doctrine of Christianity must be insufferable t »
real Christian, imbued with the true spirit of the .d®
gospel: “ Have not fellowship with unbelievers, but »
mine enemies who would not that | should reign over
bring them hither and slay them before me.” he

This godless wretch went on to palliate idolatry’. ye
said : “ Nor do we worship idols. Your missionarie-4 "~
misrepresented Buddhism in this respect ever sin?®nir of
first saw our form of worship. The image is notiansw
itself—a block of wood or an ordinary stone wouM
the same purpose—but it is a symbol of an invisible ~ tpe
sometimes beautiful and sometimes rude, according €fit9
art and intelligence of the man who makes it.
the object of our worship, just like your cross and tn
of Christ and the Virgin Mary.” Afterwards ho 014 j
“ The African savage who worships a fetish is insP\Lji K
the same motive, and is just as sincere as the Popo T rfee@
says mass in Peter's. The only difference is in the “ ~urdl
civilisation acquired by the worshipper. Your owfleoCe ilS
was once in the same condition in regard to intelhg aH
the Buddhist believers are now. Perhaps it was wo - €S0
we ever were, because our priests have always taug® lbedl
and love, while millions of innocent persons ha'.~ th0
sacrificed in supporting theological controversies y-»9
Christian Church. | believe a long and bloody ' -jjoie®
once fought to decide whether the sign of the croSiS»ke?’
be made with three fingers or two, and, if | am not F jeVed

the good Puritans who settled your own countryye ,e0%e
witchcraft, and not many years ago were burning
who were supposed to be possessed of the Devil. . ,9w>

The wicked Buddhist further said that Budd*}* «fret
visited Christian lands were compelled to report RiarDlcioi(
is no such folly and wickedness and degradation nl1 ,” efi,
in any of our other cities as they would find in L°...;jcs "
Paris, New York and Chicago; and when the s/lsUre

I:mp* or,»™MII]O wero. compared, [ am very surlLtter

wants his own people to go their own way tothe®'JI\AEB

bonfire. ¢l
1
A gentleman gave a party in honor of a c\t
missionary lately returned from his field of tle 1
ladies appeared in very decollete dresses,
feared the style might shock his reverence heat j d&

him for it, saying that fashion demanded it. 1 tepf
mind it at all,” replied the missionary ; “ I've been

among the savages I
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THE SALVATION ARMY AND MR. HOLYOAKE.

have received the following letters for insertion :—

Sir —P]Jease excuse the liberty I am taking in writing to
but wo (tho Salvation Army), being £12 in debt, are
siting a special effort to raise this amount, but, m
Onsequence of the poverty of our own people, we arc
‘.ﬁlﬁaaﬁmg to a few outside friends in the hope that they
assist us in this effort.
alﬁ you "511 do so, we will esteem it a very great favor.—I
7Urs Rthfully, W. A. Munro, Captain.
* "Owper-street, West Brighton, August 10, 1895.
G- J. Holyoake, Esg.

you Ui Captain Munro,—You are aware | am not much
jUf Way of thinking, and wish your addresses were more
cbim\V?r  Gle improvement of this world. A man has no
the t°.acimission to another world unless he has improved
httlpeOUar condition of this. Your bands do make piety a
hotle ®ore cheerful in the streets than it used to be. But, if
ini 3 .opinion in which | do not concur needs help to
itieanlairi itself, 1 am willing to aid it as far as | have
you S and enclose 2s. Gd. If every one who differs from
$0re? Iriuch as | do sends you hut a similar sum, you will
he out of your difficulty.—Yours faithfully,
Here and hereafter, if it can he so arranged,

p G. J. Holyoake.
A7 . erii Lodge, Brighton, August 12, 1895.

hriohon Herald.

THE DEMISE OF DEITY.
Q

Freef @' ®erenely man beginneth life anew,
vt ® 7ear:! that once did dominate his mind :

~ofgy _F-m out tte lonely night are vanished ;
spirit now shrieks in the stormy wind.

ToB',ﬁU?t%la their orbits swing, needing no power
q field « ~e*r courses through the brightly star-gemmed

Yet/? and blast, e'en as of yore, the sun’s rays shine ;
one a deity conceive and homage vyield,
o'er ,
universe law now hath sceptred sway;
escape the reign of iron consequence.
know, cause and effect account in full,
thus we banish mystery, cant, and vile pretence.

i°r alf

il the heroes who this great millennium gave,
of1?* Wsforth from out the night of priestly creed.
Méact-l (coaflia®our sires did wage for the &ruth ;
astly, likewise, we will the battle-front lead.
Thor.

the UNPARDONABLE SIN.

]
cMrKy.° p~ten that we have occasion to feel grateful to the
fi  Uct a°r some reason or other, their attitude and their
1 rdifferes a general thing, inspire us with emotions of a
(fa-6tlsUr 1 mature >and we have little cause for anythin
w.tfiis jsc? 11 so far as they are concerned. But now al
l.r 5 ‘infed ! and we think that our readers will unite

D jfupeforth blessing the name of T. De Witt
sijJlthe i'u- forthe great boon which he has conferred
‘'t e thO Umian race. He has solved tho riddle, he has

SHQ ' tifidelifVeXetl question, which has driven many people
M ly °r into the insane asylum. No more do poor

bf Jutiat;(>S n°r hypochondriac men need to worry and to
" . I'UarpaVer the great puzzle of the unpardonable sin.
C5P1 ¢

nas set our minds forever at rest on this subject

/ a recent sermon that the unpardonable sin

> etp,., i which doomed forever the evil-doer to a
in Iirl, 169, is a sin against Mr. Holy Ghost, which

5 °f the n ascribing of the works of the Spirit to tho

afitud« & V1Gle Gme °f fhe Apostles.” How deep
g Unl "dll to this man for this profound information,

j>4 o {BFRVRF still the anguish of-~nutation.; thugs,
h 3 thieves, Iassassir:js or:‘ hvo3 fcerrlt/)\le/\human fie?]ds

"mdil, <i(iver |l§!59a%resd ?l[l]e r%argnen(lJ(%SFnter,n . tﬂig (/%rﬁr

S S ta i n°w all right. Theycan go «a > they haVe
A fheir final well-being, Pr0 gnirit inthe time

Lgeay w SRRV HIF Wtdssling” of orais
piugisehen Bf thitfohderfd %6 - Henceforth, he

I o», Q™7~is unoardonable sin can rest easy m
reer. Even Talmige himself is soie*.—Boston
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PROGRESS IN SPITE OF LAW.

Legislation should be an aid to knowledge. It exceeds its
mission when it attempts to suppress it. Take the statute
of William I11., of Great Britain, which made it unlawful to
deny the truth of the Christian religion, or the divine
authority of the Scriptures, and punished offenders with
fines and imprisonment. Here investigation is prohibited
by Act of Parliament. That body chanced to be controlled
by a majority who inherited their religious views ; who had
made no investigation for themselves, and, in all probability,
they had neither education nor capability for the task.
They enacted a law prohibiting other men from giving their
conclusions after critical research.

No unaided mind is capable of investigating all subjects.
Many men, by long study, assisted by the labor of others
particularly adapted by genius and learning, may reach a
given conclusion ; but, if obnoxious to the Christian religion,
or the heavenly paternity of the Bible, imprisonment must
follow if a man announces his convictions.

The older American States passed similar laws to those
of Great Britain to suppress inquiry. Their origin can be
traced to the priest, who lacked ability to defend his creed
Dy logic, so he enlisted legislation in his service.

The world owes its advancement to the law-breakers ; to
those who defied laws and prison-bars, and told the truth,
regardless of consequences. To them is due the honor of
lifting humanity somewhat out of the rut of ignorance and
superstition, and the hope of final success is contingent on
their continued disregard of prohibitory legislation to entail
ignorance on the race.—Progressive Thinker.

Scientific Materialism.

We have come to consider life as the sound of a harp, of
which death will cruelly break the cord. Then, in order
that it may subsist, metaphysics are obliged to grow more
and more subtle. The soul ceases to be an ethereal image of
a real body, a shadow; it becomes the verbal entity of
metaphysicians, a nothing so impalpable and inconceivable
that every strong and free mind refuses to believe in it.
The human being then knows that his poor personality is
but a passing existence, since it springs from the ephemeral
grouping of indestructible atoms, which the shock of death
will one day disperse. From this moment man is really a
man ; the field of his activity becomes brightened and
smaller in extent ; he brings his dreams of happiness,and his
aspirations of retributive justice down from heaven on to
the earth ; he knows in what direction he ought to aspire,
and he manfully resigns himself to that which is inevitable.
—Dr. Charles Letourneau, “ Sociology Based upon Ethno-
graphy" book Hi., chap, xv., p. 273.

PROFANE JOKES.

Minister (to Sunday-school class)—" Yes, all
children are made of dust.
Class—* Mud.”

Clergyman (severely to small boy fishing on the Sabbath)—
“ My lad, do you want to go to hell I’ Small Boy—“ W hat!
in the summer'! Don’t yer think it's warm enough hero I”

Minister—* And so you say your little prayer every night
before you go to bed 1 That's right. And now, tell me, why
do you do that I' Little Ethel—* Because mamma says she'll
spank me if | don’t.”

A little girl in the art gallery, after studying a “ Magda-
len ” represented weeping, suddenly exclaimed : “ Mamma,
I know why Airs. Magdalen is crying. She wants Air.
Alagdalen to buy her some more clothes.”

Sunday-school Teacher (who has been explaining the
blessings of Christianity)—* What is it, now, that binds us
togother and makes us better than we are by nature ?’
Girl—" Please, miss, it is our stays.”

Of course, old Alother Eve was ne'er
Behind the footlights seen ;

But the act that made her famous
Was a sort of serpentine.

The Sunday-school teacher had been expounding the
International lessoD, and, to see if the youngsters understood
it, asked : “ Well, now, tell me why we are commanded to
gird up our loins 77 “ To keep up our breeches, sir,” was the
first answer.

Host—"* Oh, don’'t go to bed just yet, captain. We shall
have prayers as soon as the parson returns.” Captain—e
“ Thanks very much ; hut I had enough of his prayers to-day
when | happened to trip him into the pona. He prayed
for my soul to go to hell, and | don’t suppose it will be any
more effective if he now prays for it to go to heaven.”

you little
Now, what am | made ofF
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us hyfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

Foresters’ Hail (Clerkenwell-road, E.O.):
“ Missions to the Heathen.”

Battersea .Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): §,
select entertainment for benefit of Branch. Thursday, at 8, important
members’ meeting ; ex-mombers and friends invited at 9.

Camberwell i,North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
Stanley Jones, “ The Doctrine of Evolution.”

Club and Institute Buildings (Olerkenwell-road) :
Sept. 5, at 8, Executive meeting.

East London (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road) : 8, W. C.
Lvons, “ Christianity’s Debt to Paganism.”

Istington and Finsbury Park Branches : Monday, at 8, meeting
at Mr. Ward's, 91 Mildmay-park, to arrange for garden party.

West London Branch (“Sun in Splendor,” Portobello-road,
Netting Hill Gate) : Tuesday, at 8.30, business meeting.

W est Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
G. C. H. Carter, “ Atheism and Ethics.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
11.30, Mrs. Thornton Smith, “ The Gospel

7.30, Charles Watts,

Thursday,

Battersea Park Gates :
of Freethought.”

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Bible and
Science.”

Clerkenwell Green: 11.16, F. Haslam, “ Beautiful Bible Stories.”

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture. Thursday7, at 8, C. James
will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, T. Thurlow, “ Good and Evil V.
the Bible.”

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.16, C. James, “ Nowis the
Accepted Time 3.15, “ Come to Jesus.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, St. John will lecture.
Thursday, at 8 30, S. E. Easton will lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, St. John will lecture ; 3.30,
Stanley Jones will lecture. Wednesday, at 8, St. John will lecture.

Istington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, W. J. Kamsey,
“ Immortality.”

Kitburn (corner of Yictoria-road): 7, W. J. Ramsey will lecture.

Kingsland (Hidley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, T. Thurlow
will lecture.

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, a lecture.

Mile End Waste : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Prayer.”

O1d Pimlico Pier : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Bible and Evolution.”

Regent's Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3. W.J. Ramsey will lecture.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.16, a lecture; 3.15, Robert
Forder, “ The Jesus of the Gospels.”

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers' Hill) : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ Where
Will You Spend Eternity?” 7, “The Advance of Freethought.”
Thursday, at 8, a lecture.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, Gymnasium Class ;
7, S. ArmfielH. “ Questioning the Christian Creed.”

Bristol : 930, meet at Ariey Chapel for ramble to Aust.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen's-road, New Brompton):
Sunday-school

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11.30, G. W.
Foot“, “ Freethought in Robert Burns”; 2.30, “ Religion in the Light
of Science 6.30, “ The Use and Abuse of the Bible.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society;
7, Ernest Newman will lecture.

Manchester Labor Hall (Grey-street, Hyde-road) : Saturday,
Sept. 7, at 7.30, C. Cohen, “ Christianity the Enemy of Progress.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 11, O.
Cohen, “The French Revolution—Part Il, The Dawn”; 6.30, “ What
Think Ye of Christ ?”

Newcastle on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-st'eet, near
Grey's monument): 11, Tonzeau Parris, “ Some Bible Symbols: their
Origin and Meaning”; 3, “ Man : Whence he Comes and How ' ; 7, “ The
Certainties of Religion Worthless.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science,Rockingham-street) :
3, H. Snell,“ How Man has Grown”; 7, “ The Story of the Sceptics of
the French Revolution.” Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King street):
7, business meeting.

2.45,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Barnsley (May Day Green): 11, David Nicoll, “ Some Remedies for
Poverty  6.30, “ Freethought and the Bible.”

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, a lecture.

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Manchester (Stephenson-square): 3, C. Cohen, *“ Missionaries.”
Open Space, ChorJton-road, Brooks' Bar : Tuesday, at 8, C. Cohen, “ Is
Coristianity True 1’

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—Sept. 8 and
15, Manchester ; 22 and 29, Birmingham.

Stanley Jones, 62 Davenant-road, Holloway, London, N.—Sept. &
m. Camberwell, a. Hyde Park, e. Camberwrell; 15 m. Finsburv, e
Edmonton; 22, m. Kingsland, e. Deptford; 25, Hyde Park; 26, Ham-
mersmith ; 29, m. Victoria Park, a. Finsbury Park, e. Kilburn.

ANTHUR B. Moss. 44 Cmdon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E —Sept 8,
m. Westminster; 15, Mile End; 22, Camberwell; 29, Westminster.
October 6, Camberwell; 20, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith

T. Thurlow? 350 OIld Ford-road, E.-Sept. 8, m. Kingsland. ¢
Edmonton ; la, e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ;
2J, e. Edmonton.

FAFFERS Wanted for 120 copies of the National Reformer,
I J dated 1860-1863 ; 21 copies of the Reatoner, dated 1851 = and other
old Freethought pamphlets from 1853. Levi Wood, Darloy-street, Bolton.
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&4 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,
THE

HALL OF SCIENCE
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A
FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

LEEDS ORGIES.”

Edited, with Introduction,
BY
G. W. FOOTE.
It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

“THE

London :

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

A CHAPTER FROM
Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

C. W. FOOTE.

e
(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gosp
Story by a Master Hand.)

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Biblet

By J. M. WHEELER.

A Demonstration of the Biblical Doctrine of Devils, suits
for circulation among Christians.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

“THE TRUTH SEEKEH-”

Monthly, Price Id.

lead

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Forder.

»
“The Clacton Tea-Table,
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-ON'S
Specialitt—is. Ordinary, 12.30 to 3. V.
Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished Apar*10
Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier AvenuG
Proprietor,

COALS! COALS! COALS' as

MESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD k CO. are supplying g°°a
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. 6d. per Ton. Hot Kitchen

. un-

R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good-
W. J. Ramsey writes : “ lam well satisfied with your " ar
Miss Vance says : “ They are excellent ”

Orders to 206 York-road, King's Cross. Dépots all OVI-r

0 FREETHINKERS.- Ladies and Gentle®
l SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate P«* Jor, 1)f. if
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste atro»®
Oastle-atreet, W. (three doora from Regent-street).
leading Freethinkers.

QTANTON, tho People’s Dentist, 335 Str e lg&k
(o] Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s.

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or loweo tNiulu
in four hours when required ; repairing or alteration 9 ,f°
If you pay more'than the above, they are fancy A ;e*l’
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping) -»=

Is.; painless by gas, 5s.
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—10 a.m. to i p.m., ios. 61.;
6p.m. to Sp.m .fjs. Patients Visited.

C medical essays. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Tobta’nS Articles. on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
tionaQp°i’- Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
Cold “1iP1150683» Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
Hch f Complaints Deafness, ThreadWorms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

"medical essays. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

~ontain Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice

Colfiie i>. n' f°r tte Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping

Xum« ~InSworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhcea, Ulcerated Legs,
«uours, etc.

cMedical essays. Vol IlIl. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

susneM¥™ £rtic,es. on No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
~undr d T,ome8t*t Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One

Attract’ ~ears» to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
-~ n Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
W V eins’ N/ s a..d Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,

~ ercury

JEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

toifT 8 Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,

P°iSoniS Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical

other Ar’, on’ts> Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and

hice pk-P es* Also Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or

Herpes /-p n'Pox» Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,

«nza Sc?1?tter >or .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ
atica. Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

Ccont CAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
the A%ed on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
~oen-fii ' ira,ning, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing

T°°tk » Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose. Flushing and Blushing,
fyelids p-“ore Mouth, St. Vitus' Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and
weud' p ¢ Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,
Tk * e B ~ca” s*Bruises, etc.
Hv 6~ W~ umes>Wrongly and neatly bound, price 6». 9d., post free.
trug® | C MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

HIETUN ISM: 1TS CAUSE AND CURE.

CONsm?? DIGESTION. Post free for 7d.
All th UMPTIONn : ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.

Tu 6% bound in One Vol post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

A BOr2«rPEMPHLRTS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.
MI fOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. ad.

QJlruiunications to be addressed to—
4 DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST ~BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, BELIEVE,

-J MORALITY, o- the theory and
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
>, Price It., post free.

J*«t >mt>nJ?er to ~r'nS the information within the reach of the poor, the
Osg pj.Jtant Parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
*'Lzen ,, Ky>P°9t free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
TreV ??1free
fcAPhlet lona™ v ormer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
j “bhusian tv, ' 's an Bmost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
1Je>ng, and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
hT~Uaian * ~ae special value of Mr. Holmes' service to tne Neo-
atiou ia , .cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
QI for f ‘s.Pa>nPhlet.of a plain statement of the physical and moral
lo k®*ecur imitation with a plain account of the means by which it
?I_Rst oa.ivT' aad ag ofleer tO a" concerned of the requisites at the
e (J asib'e prices.
> s hav« of the Malthusian League, Dr, Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
On ®Trad.9 sP*ea of it in very high terms.
ord,r, saPPhed by B. Fordrr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
IR *8aould be sent to the author.

Post free for 7d.
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eHolmes, hanney,wantage, berks.

N Jnr Rendell’'s “ Wife's Friend

(vI'"u ra- Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
Itano N'Str.f. n, handbook, p. 51. Made solely by .1 Pullen, 15
Qtltiea). p ' °lerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger

or particulars send stamped envelope.

\7‘%? | ORTANT caution.
tla, "bis a® e’%6a imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
8“ly intJ~de * 0°.” and “ J. IV. Rendall ” being speciously and

Loo JUCed to d®oeive the public.
K «or AtrTOGRArn Registered Tradk Mark

No.
>, *<diVr P\
taulSrB(ﬂ °NE=ch Bor, without which None are Genuine.

WAN. 6(1 hr~n1P 9 w>lb Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. Gd,, 4s. 6d.,
\ f).« alfrey's Powder, IS. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

" mREii nme Powder9>8a-Per doz- All prices post free.

ASLL, Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C

182,688.
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Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethougllt. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,

2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethougllt. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights' Public Debate with Annie

Bosant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfino paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Wi ill Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
bofore Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Je3uS Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to Genoral Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired »

3d.

2d.

A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.

The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A Lio
in Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro.
2d.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho People,
and what tho People do for Royalty. 2d.

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely ro-written.
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple. Id.; (3) Cain
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.;
(G) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’'s Ass, (10) God in a Box, (12)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d. (12) Blble Animals, Id.; (13)AV|rg|n
Mother, Id.; (14) Tho Resurrectlon, 2d.; (15) Tho Crucifixion,

(10) John’s Nightmare, Id.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.

Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
BT

G. W. FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts asfollows :—

1—Bible Contradictions.
parallel columns. 4d.

3.—Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head-
line for easy reference. 4d.

—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

The contradictions are printed in

&

Broken
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NOW FOR ANOTHER HOWLING GALE OF BUSINESS.

Black or Navy Serge Suit Length (Pure Wool) 15s. 1] B R U N O 7 CLOTH
Check or Mixture Suit Length (Pure Wool) 15s.
b
. FOR LADIES’ WINTER DRESSES-
3 Pure Wool Trouser Lengths (Splendid
Qualities) 15s. SEND FOR PATTERNS.
Blact’engﬁvy’ or Brown Melton Overcoat 15 We have got the New Colors ready hi this
. Cloth for coming Autumn and Winter, and, as
1 Lady's and 1 Gent's Silver-mounted L .
Umbrella (Best Covers)... 155. @ special inducement to get ladies to buy earl
A Bundle of Dress Remnants (20 yds., double and make the cloth known7we offer the “ Bruno .
width)... 15s. Cloth at 9s. Gd. per Dress Length till the en(
2 Pure Wool Dress Lengths 15s. of September; after then the price will he
Is. must be added to cover carriage on each Parcel. 10s. Gd.
MONEY REFUNDED IF THE INVESTMENT IS NOT SATISFACTORY.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3,
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds; 6, Rise of the Papacy ;
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9,The Crusades.

"The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the
opponents of Christianity.”—C. Bradlaugii, in National Reformer.

“ The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.”—
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders-
field Examiner.

«=The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”— Ironclad Aye
(U.S.A).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Handsomely bound in cloth, post free 7s. Gd.,

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY

oP

FREETHINKERS OF ALL AGES AND NATIONS,

J. M. WHEELER.

“ The Dictionary has involved enormous labor, and the compiler
deserves the thanks of the Freethought party.”—National Reformer.

“ The work will be of the greatest value.”—Freelhouyh'.

“ At last we have the long-wanted means of silencing those Christians
who are continually inquiring for our great men, asserting that all great
men have been on the side of Christianity.”— Truthseeker (New York).

“ The most important Freethought work published this year.”—Dr
Dageraad (Amsterdam).

* A good and useful work that was much needed.” — Commonweal.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture,

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE'

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttor-street, E.C-

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll-

at.
Some Mistakes of Moses. God and the State- " |iC
The only complete edition in Why am | an ARBN°s
England. Accurate as Colenso, Part 1. 2d. QSTIC
and fascinating asanovel. 132 pp. Why am | @n Ags
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. Part 11. 2d. to
Defence of Frekthought. Faith and Fact. Uepff
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial Dr. Field. 2d ; .
. . _j rep's
g; C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. God and Man. Secon
: to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Gods. 6d. 20-

. The Dying Creed.

Reply to Gladstone. With The Limits of ToleraV%.
a Biography by J. Il. Wheeler. A Discussion with the H°n\frri.
4d. Coudert and Gov. S. L. VioodiO

Rome ok Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

CniMES AGAINST CRIMINALS.

2d.
3d. Art and Morality. 2d.
Oration on Walt Whitman. _jeo | Blaspheme? 2d. ,

3d. o
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. The Clergy and Col
Sense. 2d.

Abraham Lincoln. 3d. Social Salvation. 2d-

Paine the Pioneer. 2d. h .
H ity's Deb Th Marriage and Divorce-
umanity's Debt to omas " Agnostic's View. 2.

2d.
The Household ok FNtil

Paine. 2d. SKkul 24
ulls. .
E|(’)rr‘1(re1iss1':l' th(ejnan and Jesus The Great Mistake. 1

True Religion. 2d. Live Topics. Id. )

The Three Philanthropists. Myth and Miracle. 1
od. Real Blasphemy. Id. ,

Love the Redeemer. 2d. Repairing the ldols. A
Js Suicide a Sin? 2d Christ and Miracles. iJ.

. >
Last Words on Suicide. 2d. Creeds & Spiritual!!

Londm : R. Forder, 23 Stonecutter-street, E-C-

xrinted and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter'
London, E.O.



