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BLOOD FOR BLOOD.
T] • *•

' missionary outrages ” in China still figure on news- 
j  er placards. Some disciples of the meek and lowly 
Ch' S are a m̂ost foaming with rage at the obstinacy of the 
taê ese officials and the inactivity of the British govern
o r  ' ;^ etk0<b sf's> in particular, are calling loudly for a 
the i vlSorous policy. Vengeance, of course, belongs to 
for 1 i°r^ ’ nevertEeless it is sweet to his devotees. Blood 
6tiu °°o is the natural craving of the old savage, who is 

Usty under the thin disguise of religion, 
diat Cllr' 0us inconsistency— or rather with inconsistency 
rejoi 'v°uid be curious in other people— these irate Christians 
gone t °Ver ^ le f;lct that their murdered missionaries have 
of 0 §f°ry. They are now treading the golden streets 
life bâ |['V ^erusaiem, drinking the water of the river of
tlie' g in the smiles of the Lamb, and loafing around
at*aiiffefit w^fte throne. Suffering can never touch them8<Un ; tbo ----  w
yea awl ilre haPPy— °h, so happy !— for ever and ever, 
^hv nn i ay nfter that. Why, then, all these tears 1ny ajj , —j  mn,u. Why,
caljy -sty j e®e CI'ies for vengeance, or, as they euphemisti
8|at"efU]Vlu 'b  satisfaction? Christians should really be 
Ltin0so ? t' 10 Chinese “  murderers.” Preaching to the 

ndeed, ought to supersede suicide as a quicketQigratucanon a(rn.route to heaven. If the Almighty has set his 
I'°t cloncf'UnSt self-slaughter— which, by the way, ho has 
°̂Ur tfi ln tdl° R'ble— there is no law against holding out 

you s;aroat for his enemies to make incision ; and while 
’ r° a prompt passage to heaven you have theÿ e d .A  y  ^  p r u t u p u  p i t s a t l ^ o  L U  i i O c l V C J l  y O U  U U T O  vjul^

pa lt)VfC. 'gnt of knowing that one of the Lord’s enemies 
¡¡poled j V°l i himself in the guilt of murder, and is thus 

ho iCfi a"  probability for the opposite establishment.no ice - „ ...
S'Veeter crcam dissolving on your palate will be all the 

’ ’bis you think of his roast sulphur.
ntinay fjG objected to as the blasphemous jocosity of

us appeal to 
a

ThT*8
Scf e d°ned

aPposito beatitude :—

11088 sapSed ?re they which are persecuted for rigliteous- 
ar° i'e f° r theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
and sa’v nen men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
SaW  p ■ fcsnner of evil against you falsely, for my 

tel°ice, and be exceeding glad : for great is your 
lvf‘icb „ ln heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets

c The er° before you-”
> ,  and1?naries 111 China have hcen reviled and perse-
V

. i v^ uu m  a a  * o  w oou  j v . j . vv. ■ - - • — x---------
°.V have their reward in heaven. What more

eir fri hey have earned the supreme blessing, 
a nnt.„;.S ov?r hero are not exceeding glad ; they 

and they display the utterLesion of

S i S j 1. Same

anger ;
t o i t ' " 1 hypocrisy of Christian profession when 

e test of its own standards.

‘ L
' text Sermon on the Mount wo find another

Rond°Ve youi' enemies, bless tbcin tls-t c ^ which 
C ; , Ui  ‘ hem that hate you, and pray,t°

!s tbi I eful'y  nse you, and persecute > chinoso 1
H L U'°  attitudo of Christians towards u  tllCSC
> S , o! ?■« I * t  «>• 7 „ d  merciful

experience. ih °  • tians to tVmg at 
^bouF, , ! 10 ’̂'ble are only used by influence on their 

and are without the slightest »nfluUicc 
X 0' °r national policies,

Let the missionaries go to China if they will, or to any 
other part of the globe. Where they go is their own 
business, as long as they take the risk themselves. But 
when they clamor for protection, we have a right to see 
whether they deserve it. If they go into the mission-field 
in the spirit of martyrdom, we shall respect their motives, 
however we may suspect their wisdom. But they cannot 
enjoy the double privilege of martyrdom and citizenship. 
Let them make their choice. If their attack on the heathen 
has to be supported by gunboats, it is obvious that their 
enterprise is not “  spiritual.” They must be enrolled as 
ordinary traders.

The fact is, the missionaries are not invited, and are not 
welcome. They force themselves upon the heathen. And 
in doing so they expect— and when possible exact—a 
tolerance which they would never exhibit themselves. 
Just imagine what would happen if the Chinese sent 
missionaries to England ! Brutal attacks have been made 
at Liverpool upon a little body of Mohammedans, who do 
not go out into the streets to proselytise, but confine 
themselves to their own mosque. And it must be 
remembered that nearly a hundred million Mohammedans 
are subjects of the British Empire ! Nay, we need not 
take such an extreme illustration. Christians here, in 
the United Kingdom, brutally ill-treat each other. Take 
the following newspaper report of an occurrence in Ireland 
on Sunday, August 25 :—

“ On the street preachers making their reappearance 
at Sligo yesterday they were beset by a large and 
violent crowd, and, despite the efforts of a hundred 
police, they were assaulted with stones, rotten eggs, and 
filth, so that in a short time time their clothes were 
completely spoiled. Several policemen were struck by 
stones, but not seriously injured. After three-quarters 
of an hour the missionaries were escorted to their 
lodgings by the police.”

Rotten eggs and ordure show contempt, stones show 
hatred, and bloodshed shows the spirit of murder. Only 
withdraw the police, and dead bodies would strew the 
ground.

Suppose the preachers at Sligo were foreigners, with 
strange dress and manners; suppose they spoke in ridicu
lous broken English, and at the same time gave themselves 
airs .of immense superiority; suppose they told the people 
that they would all go to hell unless they accepted the 
preachers’ creed, whether they understood it or n ot; and 
suppose they broadly hinted that they had powerful friends 
in the country they came from, who might come with war
ships and big guns if the people did not behave themselves. 
Does any man in his right senses imagine that this would 
not incense tho people terribly, and that some of the most 
fierce and fanatical would not be provoked to deeds of 
violence ?

Oh wad somo pow ’r the giftio gie us 
To seo oursels as ithors seo us !

Christianity is the most intolerant religion that ever 
disgraced tho earth. It lias shed oceans of blood, and it 
still persecutes wherever it has the power. What right 
has such a religion to make such a fuss about the con
sumption (as Gibbon would call it) of a few missionaries 1 
And when the consumption occurs in China, where Chris
tian England has forced a big opium trade in spite of the 
protests of (ho Chinese government, the howling of the 
Christians is ciiodgli to shake tho world with laughter.

G. W. FOOTE.
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VIRGIN BIRTHS.*

The history of the evolution of human ideas has yet to be 
written. The material is being collected by the anthro
pologist from every quarter of savage life. The folk-lorist 
is gathering it from the olden sagas, the ballads and stories 
of the peasantry, and the fairy tales of childhood ; and, as 
the history unfolds itself, it becomes a romance of greater 
interest than Bobinson Crusoe, for it tracks the patli of man
kind from helpless savagery to the triumphs of civilisation. 
Among the débris of this long, toilsome, and devious path 
is a curious superstition, enshrined in many a story and 
exalted in man’s highest religion. It is the story of virgin 
birth. To this myth Mr. Hartland, who, by his Science 
of Fairy Tales, has already displayed his competence, devotes 
a study which shows in how thorough a way a little section 
of anthropology is now being investigated.

As the nucleus of his theme, Mr. Hartland takes the 
classical Legend of Perseus, as Mr. Frazer took up The Golden 
Bough. Mr. Hartland has the advantage in his subject. 
Mr. Frazer had only the killing of the god and his resur
rection, or survival ; but he brought such wide knowledge 
of archaic faiths that his work marks an epoch. In the 
story of Perseus Mr. Hartland has not only the virgin 
birth, but the fight with the dragon, and the rescue of the 
captive woman. He has not yet completed this portion of 
his task, but, if followed up as the first part of the story, 
it will be oxtremely interesting.

Mr. Hartland has gone the right way to work. He has 
formed a vast collection. Ho has given a simple classifica
tion. Ho illustrates the supernatural birth, in fairy tale 
and saga, by all sorts of superstitious customs in regard to 
the nature of life, pregnancy, and sterility, taking us back 
to the time when the solution of the problem of generation 
was simply the transformation of life, and beyond this he 
leaves us to form our own deductions.

My interest here is with the development of the Christian 
myth, which is no singular revelation, but the descendant 
of a long line of similar stories. The virgin births of 
Osiris, Ilorus, Buddha, and other sun and culture heroes, 
have long been pointed out by men like Dupuis, Higgins, 
and Bonwick. Dr. Waitz long since said in his Introduction 
to Anthropology, part ii., sec. 3, p. 373 :—

“ The reception of human individuals among the gods 
becomes particularly important in relation to t.heir 
teachings, which wo find in every mythology. They 
are either considered as incarnations of a god or as the 
sons of the highest god, born of a human mother or a 
virgin, and miraculously conceived. They become then 
the mediators between gods and men, and the bene
factors of the latter as the founders of a new religion, 
the inventors of important arts, the founders of agri
culture and social order, and the promoters of civilisa
tion. Squier gives as examples Buddha in India, Fohi 
in China, Zoroaster in Persia, Osiris in Egypt, Odin in 
Scandinavia, etc. In the New World belong to this 
category Quetzalcoatl in Mexico ; Manco Capac in Peru, 
the founder of Cuzco, sent by the sun ; analogous heroes 
we find among the Muyscas in Yucatan, in Nicaragua, 
and even among the Natchez ; Hiawatha among the 
Iroquois, the founder of their confederacy ; Manabozho 
among tne Algonquins ; Tarnoi among the Guarayos.”

Dr. Waitz mentions that miraculous conception is related 
of Fohi, Codom, Archer, Iluitzilipochtli, etc. These and 
other instances will be found cited in Mr. Foote’s tract on 
“  The Virgin Mother ” in Bible Bornâmes.

Mr. Andrew Lang, in his Myth, Bitual, and Beligion (ii., 
2 2 ), says of Ileitsi Eibib, a Hottentot prophet : “  By 
another account he was born of a virgin, who tasted a 
certain kind of grass. This legend is of wonderfully wide 
diffusion among savage and scmi-civilised races.” Now 
Mr. Hartland has collected an immonso number of such 
instances, and comparing them with the fairy tales and 
customs of peasantry and savagos enables us to trace their 
development. To all interested in the study of folk-lore 
and the early history of mankind, the facts gathered are 
of great interest. I should like to dilate upon them, but 
the same matter is doalt with in my Footsteps of the Past, 
and I must here confine myself to Mr. Hartland’s references 
to Christianity. At p. 103 ho says :—

* The. Legend o f Perseus: A Study o f  Tradition in Story, Custom,
and Belief. By Edwin Sidney Hartland, F .S .A . Vol. !., “ The
Supernatural Birth.”  (I.ondon : ]), N utt.) 7s. (id.

“ The mystery taught by the creeds of the Church’ 
however, is believed to be something apart from all w 
other beliefs of the world, something altogether abo' 
them, alike in its evidence and its consequence- 
Christians in thus thinking overlook the fact that 
the believer in any religion its evidences are undeniau 
and its claims are supreme. The fact is that tn 
incident in question is part and parcel of many otn . 
religions than the Christian, and is also gravely accep.te, 
among what we may call the secular and quasi-histon® 
traditions of tribes in various parts of the Old and be 
AVorld. Beyond this, as we shall see in another chap'^’ 
pregnancy is held actually producible by means an» 
gous to those described in the legends, means outs'^ 
the ordinary operations of nature. Into the bearirp,  ̂
these facts on the dogma of the Supernatural Birth j. 
Jesus Christ, or on the historical evidence on w hich ‘ 
dogma rests, it is not my purpose to inquire. This l 
question of apologetics, not of folk-lore.” ^

Dealing with the legends of impregnation by an u.IlUŜ e
the

ntioh

part of the body, Mr. Hartland remarks that _ w 
Middle Ages a similar idea was current respecting ) 
conception of Jesus Christ, though he does not ment 
that it finds place in the Sepher Toldoth Jcshu.* Ho 6 ' 
(p. 1 3 1 ) I  s 

“ Sometimes painters represented the Holy Gh°st 
entering his mother at her ear in the shape of a a . a 
In the Church of the Magdalen at Aix, in Provence' 
picture of the Annunciation attributed to Albert 1 j  
wherein waves of glory descend from God the Father, 
in the midst of them a microscopic babe floats down L Q 
the Virgin. During the fifteenth century the °P1eaCjy 
seemstoliave been common thatOurLord entered ^  
completely formed into the Virgin’s womb—an °P -ni- 
which orthodox theologians, in their perfect aC<Fhriiy 
ance with the divine arrangements, were able surnli1|b t<* 
to pronounce heretical. But a remarkable par® ¡v 
the story of Buddha’s conception is presen ten Lg’ 
picture of Fra Filippo Lippi, painted for Cosin. j3 
Medici, and now in the National Gallery. The ' 1 
seated in a chair with her Book of Hours in '.i c r ,0 js ® 
and the angel Gabriel bows before her. -At>°'c'̂ ro0j 
right hand surrounded with clouds. A dove,. caSior t-b® 
the hand amid circling floods of glory, is m aking gjje, 
Virgin’s navel, which it is about to enter; w. ' ture is 
bending forward, curiously surveys it. The P c aCe, 
well worth studying, not merely for its exquisite :” 3CnO 
coloring, and finish, as one of the masterpieces ot ajso 
art in the earlier half of the fifteenth century, ¡it 
as an exposition of the ideas which were prevj’v  r M  
that time under the sanction of the Church, an( . ajid 
purpose of comparing them with Buddhist leSerj,0 rlo"r 
other stories of supernatural birth, such as we a ^jr»' 
considering. Mohammedan tradition ascribesit jiaVing 
culous conception by the Virgin to Gabriels n ber 
opened the bosom of her shift and breathed i V 
womb.” _ ¡t

Mr. Hartland has not noticed that in the curious y p ai#’, 
valiant Perseus (Paris, 1572) tho virgin birth frorrj j reCtl/ 
and the slaying of the serpent by Perseus, a r c .  JiJ 
identified with Mary and the Savior of the woi ■ jfr- 
probably wo shall get that in his noxt vo Û ir;.seJt0

¥
coP

Hartland knows his subject so well that I am ®ui T sSey 
find no mention of the profound work of Gerald J» ‘ t0 
Natural Genesis, which, I talco leave to say, is, njjis c 
dismissed unstudied, whether one agrees with
elusions or not. part

ît is curious that, almost simultaneously with
les I
n TL mi 

Con^ms-
* fa

land’s work, there appears Le J1 oiK-iore Ltans «» v
by Count Hyacinthe de Charcncey (Paris : Ç.

multaneously wum . l 
Folk-lore Dans les^ u siecC-

in which a long chapter, ontitled “ Lucina sine
■ • rtli, which .. 

Count Char
is devoted to stories of supernatural birth, whicu " ^c); ° 
trated from all parts of the world. Count C >■ tbI?‘

of authorities, but ^ eod° 
A  more notable omission is that of reference ^  noi o rmore nouiuiü omission is tuno ui p
Waitz’s Anthropologie der Naturvölker. T h e  an * jeCess°'.s. 
of all men, must not folget tho labors of bis P1 cstoc .,

‘ What one * : n ¡„sBut these arc not grave faults, 
another thinks not worth mentioning.
collection and his skill in exposition Mr. H 
the praise of every s 
parative mythology.

or *** , ■ 
artland <

Mr. 1 oPenor, 
the praise of every student of that great

M

Two little children looking at tho moon one 0  ,
younger asked—“ Is tho moon God’s wife) , aCbclorj 
(patron ¡singly) No, you silly child ; God is a ‘ - ,

* See The Jewish Life o f Christ, edited by G 
Wheeler, p. 1 !».

W. Foot®
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THE g o s p e l s  a n d  d r a m a t ic  l it e r a t u r e .

Canon (tore, in Lux Mundi, states that modern criticism 
us to regard certain books of the Old Testament “  as 

dramatic compositions worked up on a basis of history.” 
reading this statement, the question occurred to us, 

jtay not the Gospels be considered also as dramatic 
jterature based on the traditions of Palestine 1 Of course 
ae ordinary orthodox believer may consider that to 

Attempt to connect the drama with alleged aacred writings 
j? very roprehonsible. We would, however, remind Chris- 
laQs that the origin of the drama of India is attributed to 

a sage who was inspirod by Brahma, that in Greece it 
0riginated in the national religion, and that the perform
ances were given in what were termed the sacred places. 

lstory informs us that, for a long period after the Norman 
onquest, dramatic performances took place in the churches 

q certain Christian festivals. In the Middle Ages tl 
Urc!' imitated the Roman dramatists, and enacted, in 

in mSt*an “  places of worship,” plays founded on the 
 ̂ciclents of the Old and New Testaments, the performers 

Churchmen. About the timo of the Reformation 
6 drama was the medium selected for the purpose of 

■'Posing the vice3 of tho Roman Catholic clergy, and 
Necking their ecclesiastical power. At the present day, 
Un S° m° countries, plays are performed that aro based 
jP°n Scriptural incidents. And the dramatic element is 
q , retained in tho mass that is performed in Roman 
ii holic cathedrals, and also in cortain ceremonies gonethr. t l̂s Ti'gb Church Protestant party.
Pro i °.rthodox view of tho Gospels is, that they aro the 
in 'tlUctions supernatural inspiration, having no parallel 
cha 10 llistory literature. This view of the unique 
e ja e ter  of the Gospels is persistently maintained by 
Sch l'n Kristian sects, despite the fact that eminent Biblo 
of Aars and Christian teachers acknowledge that tho date 
unj. ae'r origin is uncertain, that their authorship is 

and that their teachings are doubtful and 
divinradlci°.ry- W e admit that, if tho claim of their 
tbev ° 0r’£*n an(I unique nature could bo demonstrated, 

y Would be somethin" more than mere dramatic
^positions.cUi— ^UB. But, notwithstanding ropoated efforts, this 

the V aas, no*' been provod. Tho once-cherished idea, that 
‘  ew 1’estamont is vorbally accurate in tho sense of its

aiIp  has

the í  ln' alliblo, is now abandoned. It was found that in
freecj>rô Uct'°u  of such a work clerk-like precision and 
neCes°m fr°'u tho possibility of error would have been 
Whigr'lry > but this was not the case with tho Gospols, 
tUost Were evidently written by fallible men, who held 
daily p jrone°us ideas upon even tho ordinary affairs of
'a Scíq °> and who committed palpable mistakes in history, 
efror nC0’ and in morals. It is obvious that one historical 
Pent ° n° contradiction, or different versions of the samo 
infaUp su®cient to dispose of tho theory of inspired 
by t,jle ’P - But when these incongruities are multiplied 
to 8ll lu,idreds, as they can be in tho Gospels, it is folly 
else but °,.''hat these so-called sacred writings aro aught 
Heinr, ; 'nary productions of writers who were far from 

More U lUe-
Materne, / ° r’ as °^ lcr books were found that contained 
íec°rdc<l S- as wonderful and as inexplicable as any 
acter 0f ()'n the Gospels, tho claim for tho uniquo char- 
lf i f , the latter can no longer be consistently sustained.

hero made against
it b0 , , I<luer can no longer be cons 

1 Ipod ,v . d, Will not tho objections 1 
re».,.''^‘noly-inspired books equally;

9.S QO ,R.... n .1 .. ......... ., --j mvjjiLBKA uuuiw 4J44 .4.4.J apply if tho books
thP° 7 , °d as dramas 1 the answer would be no, inasmuch

nlem
establish the divino origin and nature of tho

initial 4 ents which orthodox believers claim as being 
^0 establiol-, + 

are
r they

T 0, n°t required in acknowledged human works,ioff.tr ii—  i • ____ ™
Mivutl°n

Th' "e

r  ̂ may bo in conception, or brilliant in 
‘no” /The finest work in all literature is only called

'H a conventional sense—such as we moan
.aco*  8Peak of Shakespeare as “ the divino William.” 

K?.lS10n is llot intended to refer to a power abovo
Books that(]-Cre oUe(, a superior genius in nature.

Cfsi'nctiv C, ed “ divine ” lost, as timo rolled on, the 
t) > l c,l i c"aracter originally assigned to them. It is 

tbo i . /  '"any writers of Christian apologetics to dayi|,h '-UG f1
i^ P e c u I ? ? ^  are but human pr<
'tt H l° n as t 0  l*icir or'g 'n> 
tii/ 'gout, f 0' Although this may bo granted by the 

c°htenf•e"r’ ^'cre arc many others who will not accept 
1° "  without questioning its correctness. I hey

oductions, and therefore 
character, and purpose

will, no doubt, consider that the consequences of agreeing 
with us would destroy their old faith in Bible veracity. It 
may be an advantage, therefore, to refer to instances of the 
marvellous found in books which aro not claimed to be 
more than human.

In “  Plutarch’s Lives,” which may be readily consulted 
in the English language, wonderful events are recorded of 
a far more imposing character than anything found in the 
Gospels. W e are not here concerned as to the causes 
assigned, or the explanation given, of such marvellous events. 
They may be ascribed to God, tho devil, magic, a perverted 
imagination, or to any other agency. In any case, it would 
not affect the position here taken. Our object is to show 
that incidents which appeared to many to be of a “  super
natural ” character have occurred in all ages and among all 
nations; and, therefore, they were by no means limited to 
the Gospel writers. In a later age than either that of 
Plutarch or of the writers of the Gospels, “  supernatural ” 
characters have appeared, surrounded by all the embellish
ments supplied by the master-mind of “ the immortal 
Shakespeare,” who depicts all kinds of heroes, and makes 
them illustrate in their sayings and doings the various 
phases of actual life. He presents truths with dramatic 
accessories; why may not the same principle be applied to 
the incidents which are said to have taken place in 
Palestine 1 W e hope to show that the Gospels furnish 
just the materials suitable for the application of such a 
principle. In all superstitions there is, probably, some 
element of truth; but that is no reason why we should 
believe all the absurdities associated with grains of fact.

If we admire a drama, it is not necessary that we should 
regard all its characters as being historical. For instance, 
Shakespeare gives us a noble picture of Roman life in his 
play of Julius Ccesar, but some persons will not agree with 
him that Brutus “  was the noblest Roman of them all.” 
His action, according to the play, involved the death of one 
of his most illustrious countrymen, and ultimately he 
killed himself. Now, whatever opinion may be enter
tained as to the accuracy and morality of these acts as 
recorded, the dramatic halo of the play is not destroyed. 
In like manner, because we discover in the Gospels much 
that is evidently untrue and opposed to ethical science, we 
need not necessarily allege that the whole of the narratives 
are false. It is quite possible that the writers of these 
Gospels drew upon their imaginations and invested Christ 
with fictitious qualities, and gave a “  supernatural ” color to 
events in his life, as authors of dramatic literature did 
before, and have done since, with their heroes. Read as 
mere dramas, much in the Gospels can be understood that 
otherwise would appear to us quite inexplicable.

A  striking parallel exists between tho criticism of the 
history of the Gospels and the study of the authorship of 
Shakespeare’s plays. The question as to when, where, and 
by whom these Gospels were written has been discussed 
again and again. Disputes have also been frequent as to 
their true meaning. The early career of their hero, and 
his domestic associations, have been subjected to disputa
tion. Similar controversies have taken place as to the 
writings of Shakespeare. Such questions as, Was he 
the author of tho plays that bear his name 1 were the 
originals of his characters his own creations 1 and what 
was the meaning of his language 1 havo all been subjects of 
controversy. The history of his early life, and of his family 
relations, has been freely discussed. It may be asked 
what bearing these points havo upon tho Gospels 1 
Simply this : that, instead of the Gospels being unique in 
their naturo and history, as they are thought to be by 
orthodox believers, it is easy to show that in many respects 
tho marvellous features in their narratives havo an 
approximate parallel in Shakespeare’s literature. Of course 
it is not intended to compare, intellectually, Christ with 
Shakespeare, for no such comparison could bo made. 
“  Tho Bard of Avon,” in mental capacity, in sublimity of 
thought, in genius of conception, in grandeur of expression, 
and in practical useful teaching, towers mountains high 
abovo the “  Reformer of Judea.”

If it bo true that Jesus achieved a high position despite 
his humble birth and lack of early education, it is also true 
that Shakespeare, having to encounter similar drawbacks, 
gained a much higher position, and gave to mankind a 
legacy of intellectual worth, unequalled by anything found 
in tho New Testament, or in any other literature in tho 
world. What could bo more extraordinary than the 
success of Shakespeare in tho path of true greatness ? Ho
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was born of illiterate parents, he was self-educated, and he 
appeared amidst a galaxy of mental geniuses and brilliant 
w its; and yet he outshone them all in intellectual glory. 
It might be said, to use a form of speech known to 
theologians, “ Never man wrote like this man.” Truly, 
he was “  not of one age, but for all time.”

Charles W atts.
( To be concluded.)

WOMAN AND THE CHURCH.

One of the most common claims of the Christian Church is 
that the present improved condition of woman in our 
country is owing to its influence and its teachings. It is 
often asserted by the clergy that her high development and 
her position of honor and influence to-day are due to the 
Christian religion. This, like most of the proud boasting 
in which they are accustomed to indulge, has little or no 
foundation in fact. So far as our knowledge extends, 
there is absolutely no evidence that Christianity has been 
of any benefit to woman; but, on the contrary, we think 
that it can be shown that, for whatever progress she has 
made, she is in no wise indebted to the Church. It is a 
matter of common knowledge that in her efforts to secure 
her political rights she has always encountered its persistent 
opposition; and, with few exceptions, the advocates of this 
great reform have been found in the Rationalistic ranks. 
The eminent women who have been the leaders in the 
movement for the enfranchisement of their sex, such as 
Mary Wollstonecraft, Frances Wright, Ernestine L. Rose, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda 
Joslyn Gage, Helen II. Gardener, and Susan H. Wixon, 
have never held allegiance to tho Church, but, on the 
contrary, have always been pronounced Freethinkers; 
and whatever progress woman has mado in this direction 
lias been in spite of the most bitter opposition from 
Christian theologians.

This is not strange when it is remembered that the book 
on which their theology is based nowhere recognises 
woman as the equal of man, but, on the contrary, regards 
her as his soulless slave. What can be more degrading 
than the teachings of St. Paul in regard to woman; such, 
for instance, as the following 1—

“ Let your women keep silence in the churches : for it 
is not permitted unto them to speak ; but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the 
law.

“ And if they will learn anything, let them ask their 
husbands at home : for it is a shame for women to speak 
in the church ” (1  Cor. xiv. 34, 35).

“ Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands 
as unto the Lord.

“ For the husband is head of his wife, even as Christ 
is the head of the Church ; and he is the savior of the 
body.

“ Therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
let the wives be to their own husbands in everything” 
(Ephesians v. 2 2 , 23, 24).

“ Let the women learn in silence with all subjection.
“ But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 

authority over the man, but to be in silence.
“ For Adam was first formed, then Eve ” ( 1  Timothy ii. 

11, 12, 13).

W ith what reason can it be claimed that such commands 
as these have an elevating influence upon the femalo sex ? 
If they were rigidly enforced to-day as they were in tho 
early history of the Church, no woman would ever be 
allowed to speak in a public religious meeting, but would 
be compelled to remain silent; and if she has acquired any 
liberty in this respect, she has done so in opposition to the 
teachings of the Church, and not because of them. 
According to both Christ and Moses, a husband had the 
right to divorce his wife at any time, but tho poor wife 
had no redress for her wrongs. How, then, can a religion, 
which permits or sanctions such gross injustice as this, be 
of any benefit to women ? llad it not been for Christianity, 
we believe that the women of the United States would 
long since have been enfranchised, and would to-day bo 
enjoying not only equal political rights and privileges 
with her brothers, but also equal opportunities in the 
struggle of life ; and it i§ our profonticj1 ggriviction that

they will never possess the rights to which they are justly 
entitled until the Christian religion, and all other forms of 
supernaturalism, are utterly destroyed.

— Boston Investigator.

FROM DARKNESS UNTO DARKNESS.

A  CERTAIN king, grown old and feeling death drawing 
nigh, became uneasy about his soul. ,

He walked feebly amidst tho flowers and statuary #n.c 
glistening fountains in his pleasurance, but found therein 
no more delight. He sat in his great chambers of carven 
rare woods and many-colored marble and wrought g°la’ 
while musicians of wondrous skill played, and maidens, 
beautiful exceedingly, danced to him ; but unto him came
no j°y-

“ All those things are become as the foolish playthmgs 
of children unto me,” he cried, “ for I am come near ta 
grave, and am sick from fear of what cometh.”

And he gathered about him all tho men of his kingdo 
reputed wise.

And he said unto them : “  0  ye wise ones ! I am sem 
to leave this world of brief vanities. Whither goeth > 
and how then shall it fare with my soul 1”

The wisest of the wise answered: “  Out of the gra 
cometh no voice, 0  King.” , s

“  Say you then,’’ cried the King, “  that thy wisdom teac 
ye nought concerning these things ?” j

“ Tho grave is jealous of her secrets, 0  King,” answ^^ 
the wisest. “  Who of the living can say of them, I'llS 
know

And the King was yet more troubled and afraid.
And there came unto the King one day a woman u f 

bent with the burden of her years. , u
“  0 , King !” she cried unto him, “  why troublcst t 1 

about thy soul ?” , u
“ Thou, too, art near death,” said the King ; “  hast ^  

no trouble nor any fear 1 The grave is a place of dr - 
surmises; the wisest even cannoc say ‘ It is well.’

Tho old woman answered nothing, but lit a wa- 
taper.

“  It lives," she said. ¡j jt
The taper burned with a steady light and clear, un 

was almost consumed ; then it flickered.
“  It dies," she said.
The taper was consumed and the light vanished. q 
“  It is dead,” she said. “  Whither goeth the hg >

The King sat awhile in silence, deep in m edita^  
Then answered h e : “  From nowhere, whenco R '. jt 
From darkness unto darkness. It was not; it beca > 
is not.” ;

“  Thou hast said all, O King,” said the old ' ' .¡jjcb 
“ for that which was not, can I regret? F or tha ^  
cannot be why should I trouble, why be afraid ? 
taper be a parable unto you, 0  King !” , rjpg

Tho woman doparted; and tho King died, 
nothing. HARR*

CONSOLATION; OR, RUM AND RELIGI01*’

The drunkard feels a “  sinking,”
Which he tries to cure by drinking, jn ■ 

But the soothing-seeming antidote is v  
The “ sinking” prompts to drinking, j(
But the drinking caused the “  sinking > /

Yes, the cherished consolation is the ban ■

The Christian feels a “  sinking,”
Which he treats with mental drinking, _

But the Bible-seeming antidote is V1UI ’
Tho “  sinking ” prompts to drinking,
But tho “ drinking” caused tho “ sinking^ , 

Yes, the cherished consolation is the ^
G. L. Mac**"

Keep Church awl State forever separate,—l bg^
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CHRISTIAN INFIDELITY.

The word “  infidel ” undergoes a strange transformation
of its original signification when applied by professors 

any religion to those who differ from them in belief, 
y^ologically its meaning is “ unfaithful,” and in that 

ense it is always used in speaking of secular affairs. 
0 charge infidelity upon husband and wife, upon parent 
child, upon citizen or friend, as such, is not to attribute 

i° any of these an absence of belief in their obligations, 
a violation of knqwn duty. In religion this is 

aoged, and he is called an infidel whose ideas concerning 
°d and futurity are not in unison with those of the pious 

Weaker.
. la the primary and natural sense of the word, infidelityis a contemptible meanness and a detestable crime. In its
ab]° °S'cal application it becomes a virtue and an honor- 
ivifi <' lstinction. According to their own definition, we 
th i.accePt this title from our Christian friends with 
Wfil ful. acknowledgment. The cap fits exactly. We 
'Ve 011 an<I wear ik with becoming pride. In return
tt; , Present our believing brother with a cap which we 

rrk will fit equally well.
„ ¡ / ie v in g  friend, what a terrible infidel you are ! We 
alth n0t Say y °u do not believe as you profess, because, 
}.0uough your favorite book says “ all men are liars,” and 
that â ree with that sentiment in a general way, we know 
t*on are painfully sensitive when a particular applica- 
W0 , is made to yourself, and we do not wish to 
.i nd your feelings if we can avoid it.thi We will stifle
c W / S§ivi.ng wbRb will sometimes, in spite of our human 
that T’ arise within us, and admit that you believe all 
ingj y°u say you do. W e will not charge you with 
WJth tVT Noah’s ark or Jonah’s whale. We sympathise
tales f weariness which you must feel on hearing those 
frecn 0 ancient mariners referred to with merciless 
in er.lcy- Besides, you probably accept those tales only 
know6)'1' 1<es°teric” meaning, and as that, for aught we 
no arp 0 *"bo contrary, may mean that there was no Noah, 
differ ’ 110 ^ °nah> and no whale, there may not bo much 
beljeynce between us on these points. But, at least, you 
teachi° t°at Sermon on the Mount is good sound 
tianitvS’ th<i VG,ry essence of pure and undefiled Chris- 
f°r and that New Testament morality is good 
statio ai. nd. Then, Christian, whatever may be your 
ititellp / n b'Te, whatever your occupation, whatever your 
are, Uâ  capacity, whatever your moral character, you 
live ,? rePeat, a terrible infidel, for you daily and hourly
bS e d 0UrTfinfidelity- You believe that the poor are 
rich0s N you are wealthy, you strive to add to your 
Posse’s0r«at least, to retain your grasp on all that you 
dWellin * 011 bake pride in adorning your persons, your 

and your churches; in surrounding yourself 
yoqr e evidences of your opulence, and in dishonoring 
lhe prin̂ 'P<?sed master by the most flagrant violations of 
> rahin Plkes y °u say were his. The elegant temple of 
bcfi]v P’  ̂the stained window, tho jewelled mitre, they C' owwl‘UU W1I1UUW, LI1U JUWCllUU II11UIU, 111U
?°stly p / f ed .a^ar, tho luxuriantly cushioned pews, are all 
1(1 Whicp SS' ons °f infidelity to the manger and the cross 
''Cacfigj. s„ -nT°u believe. You believe that your great'/r uenevu. IUU utJiiuvu tuau juui giuau
•hoy aid, “ s eji ap tpou past anci gjve to tho poor, and 
1 achinef avo treasure in heaven”; and, infidel to his 
)Oil0> nerthat Tou are, you sell tho very life blood, the 

ad(]V?’ musde, sinew, brain, of tho poor, that you 
')QSseSs jT to the treasure on earth, of which you already 

If yQl 0re than your just share.
JPcak are P°or in this world’s goods, we do not wish to 
,1V° ter,;mely’ for poverty and Christianity together are 
J S p t  t!! °i:bnrdc»s to carry. n‘ ”  _r 
to.

Still, if you make
'vago . en me of these burdens, if you ask for a 

c
t
but are

a ^ ir day’s work, if you take one thought for
T̂ milS needs> °r endeavor to provide for tho future of 
i, h ,,? ’ y ° ' 1 aro acting wisely and doing your duty as 

living infidel to the religion in which you

% f/ ° U?hr i ’ *nclOccupy a pplpj^ jf y0u write “ Rev.” before your
C ^tiaiT ’ PerhaPs, “  D.D.” after i t ; if you call yourself; 
le> c l , Un ,clergyman, and claim to bo a teacher of the 
<le ’ you Cr 'vhom thc laity should sit and submissively

* <lre the most outrageous infidel of all, for you
ribecl h,Pect and distinction for belonging to a class 

y your ownhigh authority as “ whited sepulchres

without, but “ within full of dead men’s bones and all 
manner of corruption.” The dead bones of dogmas slain 
by the sword of reason long, long ago, the fetid corruption 
of superstition and hypocrisy, are within you, and when 
you speak it is that which is within that proceedeth out of 
the mouth. The priestly caste is the same here to-day as 
it was in Judea two thousand years ago, as it always has 
been in every land and at all times— the representative of 
the dead past crushing the living present. Whether the 
infernal tortures you most dread are to be found in a lake 
of fire and brimstone, in agonies of conscience, or in the 
just execration of mankind, you who, from your untaxed 
pulpits, would stop the wheels of human progress and 
bid freedom succumb to tyranny, answer this question, 
as pointedly addressed to you as it could at any time 
have been to your predecessors, the sacerdotal infidels 
of ages gone : “  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell ?”

Christian infidel, your kind of infidelity is bad for 
your moral nature. If Christianity is good to believe, 
it must be good to practise. If you think it is true, 
honestly try to live accordingly. If you find that im
possible, confess that it is an impracticable system, and 
try another. Cease to be an infidel in fact, and accept 
the name gracefully. It is sure to be applied to you if 
you practise fidelity to your own reason. It will not hurt 
you. It is an honorable distinction.

In conclusion, I will give two definitions of the word, 
perhaps as a specimen of what might be done in the way of 
a much-needed “ Dictionary of Exoteric and Esoteric Mean
ings.” Infidel—Exoteric : Unfaithful, false, treacherous,
deceitful, one who fails in the fulfilment of obligations. 
Esoteric: One who is faithful to the principle of truth, 
declining to profess religious belief which he does not 
possess. E. J. Bowtell.

— Boston Investigator.

THE BIBLE.

T he very strangest facts in tho world are perhaps seen in 
tho life of religious people. Mohammedans believe most 
ardently that tho Koran is of supernatural origin ; the 
Hindoos believe the same of their hoty books, as do 
Buddhists and certain others; and Jews and Christians 
believe the Bible to bo a book of unity and of divine 
origin. Even educated laymen will still talk to you as if 
doubt or disbelief of tho origin and authority of the Bible 
had never been heard o f ; just as, when i  was in New 
Zealand, a young popish barrister spoke to me devoutly, 
reverently, believingly of the miracle of St. Januarius’ 
blood—the transparent, impudent trick perpetrated at 
Naples yearly ! I see no difference worth naming between 
the man who believes the Bible and him I have just named. 
Each can give his paltry reasons for his belief; and the 
reasons of the one aro quite as good as thoso of the other—  
quite. Early bias decides the faith of each and all 
believers. Thero is nothing else in it. No free and 
unprejudiced man could believe tho Bible to be anything 
above human, or anything to boast of at that. No 
unbiased man ever believed the Naples miracle-trick, or 
any other miracle. Scholars must write and speak for 
many a year yet before human ignorance and prejudice 
drop the Bible. Of course, we know its fate well enough. 
The Bible is a doomed book, which by-and-byo will no 
more be reverenced than other antiquities, or than other 
things which have played a noted part in tho world’s 
affairs, for good or ill. Dr. Wildboer has recently 
published Origins of the Canon of the New Testament, which 
tho JFestminster Review thinks finally disposes of tho 
traditional theory of the supernatural origin and unity of 
the Old Testament. People, in other respects rational 
enough, will still believe in the book, for logic plays no 
part in most people’s faith. They were trained in a 
certain course, and they stick to it, no matter how 
ridiculous. But we Freethinkers must lose no opportunity 
of turning the Bible into ridicule, for so long as it rules it 
cheats, and the cheat perverts the world and produces 
much mischief. Let us carry on the fight.

Joseph Symes.
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IN AND OUT OF CHURCH. A C I D  DROP S .
Dogma dealer, talking treason,
Spurning truth, perverting reason 
In and out of folly’s season

Year by year.

Oh, a plague on all the twaddle 
In your hum-drum niddle-noddle,
Mammon’s law-paid molly-coddle,

Limp with fear.
•

Is there “ sin ” in worldly leaven 1 
Yet there’s not one day in seven 
When you fail to sell your gammon—

All for pelf.

“  Heaven to let” to paying lodger ;
Ah, you canting devil-doager,
Damn not us who spurn your Mammon— 

Damn yourself !

If I’ve done some bad behaving,
And I  don’t deserve the saving,
Then ’tis honor bids the braving 

Of my dues.

Pilot souls to your sky places 
Who are full of Sunday graces,
And with sweat from poor men’s faces 

Pay for pews.

Call the purse-proud from their blisses,
Call the fashionable misses 
Prom “ advisers holy kisses—

Call and call.

Call the people’s sly mind-shapers,
Call the kings of daily papers,
Cutting “ law and order ” capers—

One and all.

Here’s my Lord Archbishop, mind you,
Paid to gorgo hitnsolf and blind you,
Till your very self can’t find you 

Anywhere.

Simple Jesus ! See the old ’un !
Why, his dinner-plates are golden !
May the sight our hearts embolden 

In our prayer.

Ah, dismiss them with a “ blessing,”
All intoning and confessing ;
Never more our souls distressing

With their cant.

Help to silence priestly mumble,
Help the Mammon-temples tumble,
Freedom’s banner o’er the jumble 

Firm to plant.

Come, dear toilers, stained and weary,
Come and help the world grow cheery,
Come from out your prison dreary—

Built by greed.

You who labor heavy laden,
Slaving mother, trampled maiden, 
liver preached to, ever preyed on,

In your need,

Let your winters grow no colder,
Rise at last and dare be bolder,
Setting shoulder firm to shoulder 

For a thrust !

Yokes be eased, and burdens lighter,
As the great Hope warms the fighter,
And the broad New Day grows brighter 

And more just.
L. S. Bevington.

The Delight o f  th8 Gods.
Sacrifice, under its varied forms, in its manifold concep

tions—sacrifice is the fundamental doetrino of religion. 
“ Slay ! slay 1” This word of the bishop who massacred 
Beziers might have been inscribed upon the pediment of 
certain edifices, which have less deserved the name of temples 
than of slaughter-houses. _ The flesh of men, the meat of 
beasts—for these the appetito of the gods has been insatiable. 
—Elie Riclus, “  Primitive Folk,’’ p. S04.

Matilda Perz is a Mexican washerwoman, inhabiting jjb® 
town of Anahuac. Of course she owns a collection of»® 
irons. She kept them in a basket, together with a little inaag 
of the Virgin. One night—it was the seventeenth of dur*e'.' 
Matilda was astonished to see a light issue from the baste - 
Examination proved that the fiat irons were innocent; it 'fa 
the imago of the Virgin that had taken to illuminating. ljein” 
placed on the wall, this wonderful image was visited by ® 
multitude of sick people, who were all healed. This be» 
Lourdes hollow. Evidently the American continent, eve 
in the matter of miracles, doesn’t mean to bo beaten oJ 
“ effete Europe.”

After the recent exposure of Lourdes miracles, throng 
the confession of the impostor, Delanoy, it is not surpns'D» 
that the priests should try to drown the voice of cr^icfupr 
by shouting “ More miracles ! More miracles 1” _ 1  9 
Bailly, Superior of the Peres de la Croix, who organised t a 
new pilgrimage to the Sacred Grotto, assures an interview 
that this year’s miracles are extremely numerous.  ̂ j3 
grams announcing cases of healing pour in daily. Hundred 
of cripples have thrown away their crutches. Poor f°° 
They’ll want them again very soon.

Twenty-five thousand pilgrims have visited Louri^3 
during August. Think of i t ! In the land of Voltaire ! 13 
it not absurd to say that the work of “ destructive” I reT 
thought is completed ? So far as the masses are concern'-1 > 
science has only spread a thin veneer of common sense over 
their coarse credulity.

The recent revelations of the prize Lourdes miracle se - 
to have piffle effect on the minds of the Catholic sick, w  ̂
of course are kept in ignorance by their priests. Trains 
of the sick and dying have poured into Lourdes during 
past few weeks. “ Tneir wretched occupants,” says a co 
spondent of the Daily Chronicle, “ are lying helplessly a ’ j  
the railway station clamoring to be carried to the sa 
grotto.”

The New York World (August 5) has the followingj 
“ Macon, Ga., August 4.—‘ He has come to see mo, oDtj,is 
know I10 forgives me now,’ said old Mrs. Noble8 0f 
morning, who is under sentence of doath for tho muni  ̂
her husband. She had helped to put him out of tij® ^¡j 
because, as she said, he ‘ pestered ’ her. She says 1 
man came to her bed-side last night, and together 
discussed their children. * We didn’t say nothin’ ab°u i,eV 
killin’, but I jes’ know he forgives me, or he wouldn 
cum.’ It is generally believed that she will escap9 ¡s 
gallows, as the sentiment here against hanging a worn ^  
very strong. She is vory illiterate, the lowest type 9 g0e 
‘ cracker.’ ” Persons of Mrs. Nobles’ type usually 
ghosts, and ghost-worship lies at the bottom of all rel>o

The believer in prayer who some time ago suggest? ^  
the occasion for floods was tho many petitions for r a * at 
attempts an explanation of cyclones. So many peopte 
once praying for those at sea, who are going in .?P^erids 
directions, that tho Almighty, to oblige them aV>̂ j 
the winds in a circular direction. We have advis .^ 1  
believer to communicate his views to the meteoro e 
office.

tJj0
In connection with the Church of St. Raphael, 

marriago between Hélène do Franco and tho Duke or ^  
took place, there is a story not generally known. 
built with the moneys of a converted Jew named R 5 ,.eao] T..„t _k ,.:u :______ _________ Iiad auJust after the building was completed, Raphael had 
that he would die within a week after tho consecr<*“-̂ orea 
the placo of worship. As a matter of course he elicl< ‘l0til a 
to delay tho consecration by fair and unfair mean,8’ pie 
priest, with the help of a licensed victualler j r. piire 
neighborhood, who procured a bottle of absolute ^¡¡0 
wine, consecrated the edifice. Then ho told Rap1' 1 ’ 
took to his bed and died three days afterwards !

Thirty-nino Christian congregations in Japan ola1111 ¿e$'*e 
self-supporting, and, as they pay for themselvCM 
native teachers, without outsido rule, from Europe® 
home missionary societies do not see it. They l|aV.(’ sel''e'' 
suspicion that Christianity, left to the Japaneso tn 
may take new and surprising developments. w

___  . s
According to the religious papers, the missionar^olJ1( gfi 

killed in China have attained to the glory of marty} 
are presumably enjoying most excellent positions 1are presumably enjoying most excellent positions 1 j.0„_ 
But, somehow or other, there is no gratitude showi^ 
the Chinese who have conferred these benefits up  ̂$ 0̂  
The British Government is called upon to ad0! 1
1 vigorous ” policy, and we all

upon 
know what
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gun-boats, big guns, and wholesale slaughter, 
aing up with wholesale theft.

a really time to tell these missionaries that they have 
riehf eĈ  right to go to China, if they can ; and a perfect 
Vivt get killed there, if they must; but no right
Umr Ver t° <lemand assistance or protection except from 
r tjord ; and if he chooses to let them be slaughtered, let 
parm, he duly thankful for his kindness in calling them to 
wood C> *nstea(t "of screaming for vengeance and somebody’s

c Christ has commanded us to preach the Gospel to every 
bt t h 6'” .®° says the Methodist Times. Very well then ; 
tliern ? Passionaries preach it, and let Mr. Price Hughes join 
thev JUt iet them also look to Christ, whose commands 
It ] ?re °.heying, to take care of them while under service. 
a ce r ta in ly  a strange thing to see a British redcoat, with 
Prof 6 a hundred cartridges, helping the Lord Jesus to 

cecfc his employees.

Ql^hham Ferguson, aged twenty-six, appeared before the 
He Sheriff on a charge of stealing butter and tobacco. 
Wl k le was giaH to find himself there, as his apprehension 
six P>r°ught him to the feet of Jesus. The Sheriff gave him 

°nths to study the feet of Jesus thoroughly.

IdnJ :'Ieeple of Croyland Abbey, one of the oldest in the 
f0r»  has been struck by lightning. The rector appeals 

*bo80 for repairs.

dufi^^her of deaths by lightning are reported as occurring 
c°Ptrib recent storms. Doubtless such phenomena 
s°tne .t0, *ho superstition of the past, and perhaps
^  the judgments of God which we read of in the Old 

“ lent may have happened in this way.

?hurcĥ  tu reri'own> I1'1-» lightning struck the Methodist 
into a ’ vj “ g one young lady and melting her gold watch 
tn0st j°hd mass. The pastor, the Rev. L. F. Bowman, had 
d°tyn I. his clothing literally torn from his body, and all 
the liu-kiS .̂ aoe> chest, and the whole front part of his body 
sPnned Qln§  mac ê a frightful burn. Seventeen others were 
tnrjjgj : ail(I lay in heaps on the floor. The church was 
,1; ‘ lnto a hospital, and a miracle of Providence wasdii
the °CQere<̂  *n that the COO pound bell had not fallen to crush 
rustic. PSregation. “ He is a rum un, is Providence,” as the

10 remarked.

 ̂°rk World, reports that at Bay City, Michigan, 
get \Vo ĴUrgess, in a fit of despondency over inability to 
l)ray6r r* ’ Prayed publicly and privately for death. His 
Heath • u0*" being answered, he tried to starve himself to 

res , \ the starving process became tiresome. As a 
head w°r v. h° tried to brain himself with a hatchet. His 

as badly cut, but the doctors think he will recover.”
§(.r ____

yith tHS-rnin<ic(l Freethinkers have often been a bit plagued 
b dyine sentimental piety of relatives. When a Freethinker 

and cannot help himself, these well-meaning 
Array , nents sometimes bring in a member of the Black 
Hkl she° niumhle a little nonsense and depart full of cake 
lng card Sometimes they print sloppy verse on mourn- 
st°Ues S> ,lnH sometimes they carve imbecilities on tomb-

hr 
tUee-ral

-Wt h h '01' Huxley was apparently allowed to die in peace, 
i ̂ ral • reHtives gave the great Agnostic a Christian 

folloV^d, according to tho New Age, they have engraved 
Vlng lines upon the stone which marks his grave 
And if there be no meeting past the grave ;

ff all is darkness, silence, yet ’tis rest.
P® not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep, 
vor Clod still “ giveth his beloved sleep,”

And if an endless sleep Ho wills—so best.
H^hese ------
^ x l e ^ e  not the sentiments which were expressed in
of pr0tlriWrirings. He never prated about “ God,” nor spelt 

Hetv°Uns v'Hlh capitals. This is the unconscious betrayalv O Td P  f l  I t  1 y i  4 - 1 . . .  — 1.. 4-1. — J  A n  ,1  A ^.v\ ,-i C i  o  11 v-\ c*speaking through the dead Agnostic’s lips.

w6 Hriti i' K! strangest coffins ever told of is that for which 
tn°ry is tk "  ar department is said to be responsible. The 
1 la  ̂a workman engaged in casting metal for the
th ahce Ur? ’ ’f ordnance at the Woolwich Arsenal lost his 
y-ritep fell into a cauldron containing twelve tons of
'i’ks htterk!‘ ‘ The metal was at white heat, and the man 
do 1 »ar S cor>sumed in less time than it takes to tell of it. 
ioC*rled , ” ePartment authorities held a conference, and

fe?V nufacfl0t *:o Profane the dead by using the metal in the 
fo a u,re °f ordnance, and the mass of metal was actually 

f then ,a Church of England clergyman read the service 
tad over it.

f  ̂HQ (N
h0;:;eral Hie Order of the Brothers of Charity went 

6 to Erlau to inspect the convent there. While

the General was examining the books, a maid-servant 
entered the room with some refreshments. Female servants 
are against the rule in convents of this Order, and the 
General immediately dismissed the Prior and confiscated all 
his private property.

Belief in possession by devils is not yet extinct. A writer 
in the Tablet (August 24), speaking of the Luciferans, says : 
“ A far worse case is that of Phineas Walder, who died in 
London some years ago. He succeeded in getting his 
daughter, Sophia, so completely possessed by a demon that 
she is now in hopes that Antichrist may be her great 
grandson.” The curious thing is that Sophia is not in a 
lunatic asylum. According to the writer, she “ generally is 
either in America or on the Continent, not in London.”

Harry Alfred Long is going on to fresh conquests. After 
apprising the Scottish people of what is unknown in London 
—namely, that the Hall of Science has been turned into a 
Salvation Army barracks—he got into a debate with that 
unutterable blackguard who started the filthy libel which 
we ran down a few months ago in a court of justice. Long 
and Powell met in the City Hall to show how Christians 
love one another. Here is one incident of the encounter, 
described in the Daily M ail: “  Shouting and bawling were 
engaged in. A  large number of those present got up on 
their seats and hurled threats and epithets at the principals 
and the chairman.” By and by there was something like a 
free fight, and the police entered to restore order. And the 
whole blessed lot were Christians 1

The clericals have put out three schemes for getting more 
public money for their schools. (1) That of the archbishops 
and bishops, asking that funds shall be provided J>y_ the 
Education Department. (2 ) The scheme of the National 
Society that the State should fix the teaching staff and pay 
the teachers in all schools, and (3) a scheme of paying for 
voluntary schools out of the rates. The Times calls on them 
to coalesce their schemes, but as plunder is the object of 
them all, we sincerely hope that, while the thieves fall out, 
honest folks will keep their own.

The English Churchman says that the Church at Stratford- 
on-Avon “ appears to be more of a Shakespeare Show House ” 
than the House of God. It would not have so many visitors 
were it otherwise.

The Difeta, is the official organ of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Venice. This paper contributes towards peace on 
earth and goodwill among men by declaring that, “ besides 
being perjurers, forgers, thieves, and swindlers, the Jews are 
also assassins for religious purposes.” Mrs. Robertson, the 
wife of the author of Fra Paolo Sarpi, who records this, and 
much else in the same ¡strain, remarks : “ In England such 
articles would have no effect on the public mind, save to 
despise both writer and publisher; but in Venice, where 
there are, unfortunately, too many ‘ clerically ’ disposed 
families, the effect has been to close a number of doors 
against Jews seeking employment, and to render the life of 
those who hold places and offices almost unbearable.”

W. J. H. Traynor, tho President of the American Protective 
Association, writes in the North American Review on the 
menace of Romanism. He points out that all good Catholics 
hold that the Pontiff is delegated with supreme temporal 
power from a divine source, and that this claim is not put 
forward in America simply because the civil law is in blank 
opposition to ecclesiastical law. He claims that the A. P. A. 
keeps the Catholic Church in check. Pius IX. thundered 
anathemas and bulls at all liberty whatsoever. Leo XIII. 
and his lieutenants in the United States approach the same 
end wrapped in the mantle of American liberty, and with 
speech softoned by the oil of diplomacy. All Papal policy is 
directed to one end—an end that outlives all popes ; and, 
when Leo goes the way of all flesh, will be followed with 
the relentlessness of a sleuthhound by his successor. This 
end is the restoration of the temporal power, the bringing 
of tho whole world to the foot of the Church, the exaltation 
of the Holy Father into the Sovereign Pontiff.

A gentleman in Shakespeare remarks that the Devil can 
cite Scripture for his purpose. You can prove almost any
thing from the Bible, if you only go the right wTay to work. 
Its contents are so vast and various that you can find a 
text to countenance nearly every craze that .arises in the 
addled brains of superstition. Take the following illustra
tion. One of tho Messianic texts, according to Christians, 
is this : “ He keepeth all his bones; not one of them is 
broken.” This is said to refer by anticipation to Jesus 
Christ. The two thieves who were crucified with him are 
related to have bnd their legs broken by the Roman soldiers, 
but J. C. was spared this outrage, as it was thought that Le 
was dead already.

But now come the Peculiar People, whose peculiarity is 
that they try to act upon what they consider the Bible
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means. One of them hag just told an East-end coroner that 
Peculiar People never break an arm or a leg ; if they do, it 
proves they are not Peculiar People. Being asked for a reason, 
the “ Peculiar” elder, who was giving evidence at the 
inquest, cited this very text about keeping his bones. Any 
strong fellow with a big iron bar could demonstrate on the 
legs of all the Peculiar People that there was not a Peculiar 
Person amongst them.

These Peculiar People preserve some old superstitions. 
The early Christians believed their bones were the seeds of 
the resurrection, and hence objected to cremation. Bastian 
tells us that the natives of Bamba say their great Fetish 
dwells in the bush, where he cannot be seen by anyone. 
When he dies the priest carefully collects all his bones, so 
that he may preserve and nourish them that they may 
revive again when they acquire new flesh and blood. The 
legend of Jesus escaping the practice usual with criminals is 
founded on this superstition.

In their doctrine of oiling and laying on of hands, the 
“ Peculiars” also maintain the express injunctions of St. 
James. Yet the bishops who lay their hands on the heads 
of all the priests they ordain, saying, “ Receive the Holy 
Ghost,” doubtless deride the superstition of the Peculiar 
People, who are not quite so anxious to escape from kingdom 
come as themselves.

at it.” Well, “ the devils ” are Bible-readers and true>blu0 
Christians.

The aim of the new Curates’ Movement is, we are told, t® 
bring about these two reforms : (t) The entire abolition ot 
the present system of patronage in the Church of Engla®“ > 
and (2) the abrogation of all the existing distinction5 
between incumbents and curates by the substitution 
therefor of parochial colleges of priests. If, says the R*iV; 
Dr. Thackeray (Greenwich), these reforms can be obtained 
within the Church without the necessity of Disestablish' 
ment, well and good. If not, then some amongst us wi 
know that that policy, to which we are at present dH‘ 
inclined, will not be without its very valuable componsa" 
tions.—Daily News.

The Spiritists of the Manchester district had a meeting1® 
regard to the recent conviction of Miss Smith and 
Hankey for professing to tell fortunes. They did not resoy 
to carry the case to a higher court, leaving the suspi«10, 
that there is something shady in the case; but they petition«1,, 
Mr. Balfour, “ as a recognised friend of psychical research, 
to repeal the obnoxious enactment by which the conviction 
were obtained. They also submitted a memorial to t* 
Home Secretary for an inquiry on behalf of Miss Smit®’ 
making no mention of her co-defendaut. The meeting ny r 
passed a resolution, necessary for its own credit, denouncmo 
those who practised inediumship for purposes of gain.

A new Messiah has sprung up in New Mexico. His name 
is Francis Schlader. Like the old one, he has spread his 
fame by his mighty deeds. A string of people follow him, 
praying to touch the hem of his garment. Blind, deaf, and 
halt are led or carried to him ; women with tiny babes bring 
them to him to be healed of ailments real or imaginary; 
old, middle-aged, young, ignorant, and educated Mexicans, 
Americans of the highest standing in the community, visit 
him at the lowly homes he most frequents, or in the homes 
of the rich' and prominent, in which he is a welcome guest. 
One prominent and wealthy citizen has promised to build a 
church to Schlader if his wife be cured of an affliction. 
Schlader must look out. He may get too popular, and then 
perhaps he will be run in by the authorities, if not served 
like his prototype. ____

By the Act of George IV., chap. 83, sec. 4, every P®r.3fj0 
pretending or professing to tell fortunes, or using any su )< 
craft, means, or device, by palmistry or otherwise, to dece ^  
or impose on any of Her Majesty’s subjects, is punishable 
a rogue and vagabond; and liable,on conviction,to conim 
ment by one Justice for not exceeding fourteen days, or  ̂
two Justices in petty sessional court for not exceeding. 
calendar months. The words “ or otherwise” were, m 
Slade case, construed to cover pretence to hold communi^ 
tion with the spirits of the dead, the Act being interpre g 
by the light of 0 George II., chap. 5, which repealed the ^  
against witchcraft, while making its pretences a tel 
Tne penalty of three months’ imprisonment with hard 1* 
was given in the case of Slade.

How does this Messiah work his miracles ? They follow 
from his appearance. He is a native of Alsace and-Lorraine, 
and is said to bear a remarkable resemblance to the pictures 
of J.C., and arranges his hair in a similar manner. This is 
all the secret. The result is he is followed about by devotees 
praying him to heal them, and many declare they are healed. 
Great is the power of faith, as the advertisers of pills well 
know. It may carry a colocynth concoctor to fortune, as, 
in the old days, it turned a successful medicine man into a 
god. ____

More than one fetish man in Africa, and fakir in India, 
has gone far on the road to godhead by knowing the occult 
properties of croton oil. He writes a prescription therein 
or smears the paper, tells the patient to swallow the charm, 
and, when it operates, the patient declares, “ Here is an exor- 
cisor of demons worthy to rank with the gods.”

The Methodists of Colorado aro a little ahead of those 
at home, and have voted in favor of admitting women as 
lay delegates to the General Conference. Whether the 
women or the Church will gain by the change is a question.

Mrs. Gregory, who obtained a decree nisi for a divorce on 
the ground of the cruelty and adultery of her husband, 
a Manchester clergyman, has had the decree made absolute.

The most Christian and Catholic Emperor of Austria does 
not want any real disciples of Jesus in his dominions. Dr. 
Bela Skarpan was serving his second half year at the 
garrison of Kashan, and six weeks before the termination 
of the time wrote a letter to the Commander, declaring 
himself as a disciple of Count Tolstoi, and that his principles 
now forbade him to serve any longer in the army. It was 
at first believed that Skarpan was disturbed in intellect, 
and the matter was treated as if nothing had taken place, 
But the Doctor persisting, he was placed under arrest, 
examined as a lunatic, and, finally, sentenced to the loss of 
his rank, to three months’ strict imprisonment, to serve all 
the lost serving time, and to the loss of his medical diploma. 
He cannot practise in the Austro-Hungarian kingdom, or in 
any other State in alliance with that kingdom.

Dr. Griffith John, of the English mission in China, says : 
“ The opium trade has been forced by Christian England 
upon the Chinese, and that in direct opposition to the moral 
convictions of the nation as well as the honest and long- 
continued resistance of the Chinese Government.” This 
must be pleasant reading to English Christians who send 
missionaries to convert the heathen Chinese. “ The 
Chinese,” says Dr. John, “ call us ‘ devils.’ and when I think 
of this unprincipled and destructive trade I  cease to wonder

The practice of astrology, for the purposes of gain, 1 *;3e- 
offence against the statute, and even the offering by adv’er 
ment in newspapers to cast nativities and answer a- n 
logical questions, and pretending by circular letter, in re tjJ0 
for certain remuneration, to furnish a description ot^.^ 
person, liability to disease, marriage, occupation m 
able, etc., by the position of the planets at nativity, W1 , 00jl 
proof that anybody has been told anything, has 
regarded as ample legal evidence of a pretence to 
fortunes.

We are totally averse to 
faiths or new by legal penalties.

any attempt to stamp ®̂ jnion
Every form of opi> _ 

I __ 1 .... unie® it
and practice should have a fair field and no favor, unlbJ'1’,1e 
is a manifest breach of the peace or incitement to c^ o(.e 
No one is obliged to pay mediums or astrologers, any 
than to consult a phrenologist or physician ; and it is11 . ¡ng 
the poor ones, who in some cases manifest very interC' 
survivals of ancient faiths, who aro dropped _ upon. 
time this Vagabond Act was repealed. Obtaining "  a,ne, 
by false representations of another world is too old a h ^  
and one too consecrated in high places, to die out D) 
other force than that of education.

A writer in the English Churchman on “ Are Mis® c;ted 
Mistake 1” says that Christ’s commands, for which 119 c]ap- 
the Apocryphal Mark xv. 15, are addressed, like Jr refor® 
trap sermons of devil dodgers, “ to men only.” 1 
missionary women had no business in China.

Sixteen thousand deaths from cholera are report® to 
Japan. Of course, the Christian God cannot bo expG 
look after heathens. ____

tad
Thaddeus McCarthy, Bishop of Cork, 1490-1J92, 

his cultus confirmed by the Roman Congregation ^  »0® 
His funeral is said to have been marked by mira , 0ut 
there are plenty of priests who hope to get some go 
the old bishop yet. ____

The Journal of Education gives the following 
actual children’s answers:—Q.—Give a proof of ..jtli0® 
being round. A.—It says in the Bible. “ World ¿c 
end.” Q.—What happened to the

Bible,'"“ World ^  _ 
Israelites after

the quails ? A.—They had indigestion. Q-"T (Jiifl? 9 
occasion did our Lord use the words, “ With God ? 
are possible”? A.—To tho woman who had seven n ' P1,
Q.—How many Apostles were there? A .—Thi' -ves 
Matthew tells the names of twelve, and St. J° 1U1 ¿o 
the name of the other one—“ Verily,” that Jesus us 
to so much.
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S P E C I A L .

September 8, Glasgow.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

5; S aules W atts’s E ngagements.— Sept. 1, P lym outh ; 22, 
heftiold. October 0 and 13, Foresters’ Hall, London ; 14, 15, 16, 

Rebate at Newcastlo-on-Tyno with the Hev. A. J. Waldron ; 
“ .» Glasgow ; 22 and 23, Dundee ; 27, Edinburgh. Novomber 17, 

lverpool.— All communications for Mr. W atts should bo sont 
i® “ ltn (if a reply is required, a stamped and addressed enve- 

j  ' i10 Wust be onclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S .W . 
st'li (Glasgow).—-Thanks for the enclosures. Scotland is
Frn darkened by Christian superstition, but the light of

to I^ h o u g h t is gradually spreading. 
v- Bknnet
pinker—;Bennett.—Y ou may well have knowledge enough to be a Free- 
the*1 r̂~ aS *** evM ent you have—without having acquired

to
Lov

art of writing good verse. The composition of poetry does 
come by nature, like eating and drinking ; it comes by close 

g and careful practice. Take our advice and stick
Prose.

ael- r iu u iA T iu s .—Miss A. Brown, hon. sec., begs to
\®0''d°dge 13s. 4d. from Finsbury Park Branch, and requests

00 o.a communications, for the present, be addressed to her at
G ^Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ntt ^ trsn"— W e have handed your letter to Mr. Forder, who 
Pon/ S -^° orders for literaturo. Mrs. Besant’s Law of
1 n has been withdrawn from circulation. Sho is no 

j ‘°nger a Malthusian.
Man°u0îi: —®eo paragraph. W o hope Mr. Cobs-----n’s labors in
J TChe!ter will be crowned with success.

Ij.jj. — Mr. Arm strong’s letters may doservo all your praise» 
Wh/ °  catm ot adopt your opinion without seeing for ourselves. 

\V. »j, - not 8end us the correspondence ? 
m - ^ m T H 3 . — W o have no right to reprint the lady’s article, 
Mr p as we might like to. Glad to hear you are so pleased with 

SxA ’ ooto’s success at St. James’s Hall. 
obta,”'  ’(ones, 52 Davenant-road, H olloway, N ., is wishful to 
is boot™,c''ur‘ng  engagements during the winter in London. Ho 
8ecrct ■ UP.t0 Mie end of September. M etropolitan Branch 
Jones'11103 perhaps note, and communicate early with Mr.

J. G. p ,
dis - - A M  (Newcastle).—Sorry to hoar Mrs. Thornton Smith 
and Fou on Sunday. It is a serious matter when a hall
faetr,„.Vort*a‘ng  have to be paid for. W e hope there is a satis- 

C, j» ^  y explanation.
Us no'tf0— "Bdc circulation of Mr. Engstrom’s pamphlet will do 
c o n -  arin ’ Guito the contrary. Mr. Foote is now making fresh 

J. p - on(iagements, and will offer Liverpool a dato. 
u slan,j!'I0UR-— Sorry tho Glasgow Evening N ew « published such 
and I’o r°n 3 statement without inserting your correction. Long 

. After n" ,  are a curious couple. Strange fruits of Christianity 
J- Mom °ar y two thousand years’ culture.
A  Q., j  1 ° ‘v— Cuttings are always welcomo.
M’. a (T Kv e tt— Received with thanks, 

he get 'v'T 'hIr- Foote has many pamphlets to publish as soon as 
pr r‘d of his present worries. His presidential duties, 

d f. °cupying his timo and attention, have been a serious
by gets
hi0l

*'° h*s literary work.
tie,“•ons 0f' A  ” e have not compared any of the English transla 
i e de j  Bcuan with the French originals. N o edition of tho 
B°Uan»'8 eS U S v a luablo unless it be the thirteenth or a lator one. 
° '1 th0 preface to the thirteenth edition shows a great advance 
, anni>, ® ° f  heterodoxy. In particular, he gives up the 

jtself, a 0 Authorship of the fourth gospel entirely. Tho book 
e bom  that preface, has very little value except as a 

», llctio ,/ ° mPosition. I t  is not history, but elegant religious

\r»'0Sram,CE1VED'— Glasgow Evening Citizen— Port Elizaboth 
V’ °rfdsi Jti~“Crescent—Open Court—Christchurch Tim os— Tw o
'T;

-  — JJUI1 U/U U1 U--- VJUUOUPUULVU J.AIAÂ .3 ^
rruthsoeî-°"re- - ive Th icker—Boston Investigator—M orning 

‘toy» 'If(lc,].l80oker— Now York Public Opinion—Isle of Man Times 
J ' a§e0d—'p anfi Kingsland Gazette—Freidonker—Fur Unsero 

il'eytJS "'entieth Century— Diamond Fields Advertiser. 
r > k i n ^ °  «end us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

f °  Pas3a£?es to which they wish to call our attention.
Cn  ̂ Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to
> C ^ - tr00fc, London, E.C.

8hould reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
T „ u foil111 the current issue. Othorwiso tho reply stands over

N °Wing week-
Ot».Uefi'-iay'!^Tlc,1'3 must roach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 

c 15118 for l r they W*H n° t  be insorted.
80̂ tor.8tre .̂or^ m o  should bo sont to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone-

I861.itlg tcnVERTISEMKN"rs-— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every sue- 
foi- "i-i half w°rds, 6d. Di*})layed Advertisements:— One inch, 

1* v t6PotiK c°m m n, £1 2s. 6d.: column, £2 5s. Special terms
Cq °Ds-

tb^hpor ° i rary to Post-offico regulations to announce on the 
tin' ,lllmbQr0n- *'ke subscription is due, subscribers will roceivo 

J As, m a coloroa wrapper when their subscription

My  experiment at St. James’s Hall has been a striking 
success. For the time of the year the audiences have 
been simply wonderful. One of the most gratifying 
features has been the attendance of many strangers, in
cluding a considerable proportion of ladies. As soon as I 
am free to do so, which I hope will he shortly, I intend to 
organise another course of lectures in the West-end of 
London, either at St. James’s Hall again, or in a still 
larger hall in the immediate vicinity.

For the present our Sunday evening meetings will be 
held in the fine, large Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, 
within three minutes’ walk of Aldersgate-street Station. 
Cars from the East-end, and from Holborn and Bloomsbury, 
pass the door. The first lecture will be delivered this 
evening (September 1) by Mr. S. P. Putnam, his subject 
being “  Colonel Ingersoll and American Freethought.” 
This is Mr. Putnam’s last appearance on a public platform 
during his present visit to England, and there should be a 
large gathering of London Freethinkers. I take the chair 
myself on this occasion.

I have engaged the Foresters’ Hall for thirteen Sundays 
at my own risk, undertaking to pay everything, including 
tho lecturers’ fees. We cannot take money at the doors, 
but tickets are printed as for the St. James’s Hall lectures, 
only at a lower figure. The prices are one shilling, 
sixpence, and threepence. Friends can purchase tickets, 
which bear no particular date, and use them at any time, 
giving one up to the attendant when they choose to come. 
They are obtainable at 28 Stonecutter-street. Friends 
who come to the hall unprovided with a ticket will find 
Miss Vance outside, and she will inform them where 
tickets can be procured.

One friend who had sent a cheque for the Hall of 
Science fund not only desires me to keep it, but has sent a 
further cheque for the same purpose. I shall be glad to 
hear from others as to whether I can use all or any part of 
their donations, or even of money that was intended for 
«hares— which is, of course, otherwise returnable. I have 
undertaken a heavy responsibility. Time and energy I am 
ready to give, but others should help me financially.

The rank and file of our p.arty ought to do something. 
Thoy may bo able to give little, but that little should not 
be withheld. I propose to open a “  Shilling Fund ” the 
first week in October. My readers who desire to see the 
torch of Freethought carried over London and the pro
vinces should send me during that week postal orders for 
one or more shillings. At least a thousand ought to sub
scribe in this way, and if they do so they will be investing 
a trifle, most practically, in the propagation of their 
principles. And what is the value of a man’s principles if 
ho will not back them up with a shilling 1

G. W. FOOTE.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Me. F oote ’s experiment at St. James’s Ilall came to a most 
successful close on Sunday evening, when another splendid 
audience assembled at his lecture on “ Religion in the Light 
of Science.” Many ladies were again present, and a con
siderable number of strangers. The lecture lasted nearly an 
hour and a half, and the meeting was keenly responsive to 
the end. Mr. James Rowney presided again. He is an 
excellent chairman, and has been very active in promoting 
the success of this venture. The little discussion which 
followed was hardly worth a mention.

Plenty of handshaking went on before the meeting 
entirely dispersed. It was generally agreed that the 
“ attack on the West-End” should be continued. Mr. Foote 
was asked what he meant to do next. He replied that he 
intended to organise moro lectures during the winter, either 
at St. James’s Hall or at some other hall in the neighbor
hood of Piccadilly. “ The sooner the better” was tho 
general cry.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured at Milton 
Hall to an enthusiastic audience. To-day (Sunday, Sep
tember 1 ) Mr. Watts lectures three times in the Co-operative 
Hall, Plymouth.
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Mr. S. P. Putnam has been amongst us for four months. 
He has had a good time, as the Yankees say ; and if money 
is far from plentiful, he has experienced no lack of hos
pitality. Wherever he has gone the “ saints ” have endeavored 
to make his visit interesting and enjoyable. He has thus 
seen more of Great Britain in four months than many visitors 
contrive to see in a year. At the same time he has made 
acquaintance with the Freethought' party in this country, 
and he will be able to tell his own party in America some
thing of our spirit and methods.

Mr. Putnam’s first lecture was delivered in London. His 
last lecture will also be delivered there, and Mr. Foote 
will take the chair, as he did on the previous occasion. 
The subject of the lecture will be “ Colonel Ingersoll 
and American Freethought.” London Freethinkers should 
make a big rally this evening (September 1 ). The 
meeting will be the first in the fine, large Foresters’ Hall 
(Clerkemvell-road), which Mr. Foote has engaged for thirteen 
Sundays.

| the Bible injunction to work six days and rest on j j , 
seventh, is to be brought before the Supreme Court of tD 
United States. If it does nothing er.e, it will serve »s a 
eye-opener to the hypocrisy of the Sabbatarians.

It is gratifying to see a paper like the Glasgow ^ ert̂ A 
allowing space to a correspondent like “ Neuron,” wor 
argues powerfully against the existence of “ soul 
“ spirit ” independently of the body. The same paP, g 
inserts a letter from “ Essayist ” chaffing the ministers't 
let ladies read essays before Bible classes, and asking th , 
why they don’t stick to the inspired teaching of St. I a J 
who said : “  Let the women learn in silence with . 
subjection, but I suffer not a woman to teach.” Good o 
Paul! Cock-a-doodle-doo !

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.
The farewell dinner to Mr. Putnam takes 'place on the 

following Wednesday (September 4) at the Holborn 
Restaurant. The tickets are four shillings each, and can be 
obtained at 28 Stonecutter-street. Mr. Foote will preside, 
and will be supported by Messrs. Charles Watts, George 
Anderson, G. J. Holyoake, J. M. Wheeler, R. Forder, and 
other leading Secularists. Those who intend to “ assist ” fas 
the French say) at this function should obtain tickets oy 
Monday, otherwise a hitch may occur in the arrangements. 
The Holborn Restaurant people must be informed on 
Tuesday how many they should provide for. There is sure 
to be a good dinner, some brief if not good speeches, and 
some cheerful music to season the whole entertainment. All 
that is wanted is a good company—that is to say, good people 
and plenty of them. ____

The Universal Republic (Portland, Oregon), in its August 
number, says: “ The Freethinker, published in London, 
England, stands at the head of tne list of Freethought 
journals. It is ably edited. It teaches the Brotherhood of 
Man, in place of the creeds and dogmas taught by the 
Christian world.” ____

We do not think it necessary always to return a compli
ment, even to a lady. But we may say why we appreciate 
this one. The Worldt Advance Thought and the Universal 
Republic are two monthly journals in one. They are each 
of eight page*, mostly written by the editor, who sets up the 
matter in typo, carries formes to the press, prints, and pub
lishes the paper. The editor is a woman, Lucy A. Mallory. 
She lives mainly on biscuits, cheese, and raisins, and devotes 
her surplus to feeding and educating other people’s children. 
When we heard this from a vegetarian paper we sent her a 
copy of our own.

The August 5 number of the New York World, sent us by 
Mr. L. Levine, is quite a Freethought number. It gives 
loDg extracts from John Stuart Mill, Herbert Spencer, 
Jefferson, and others on Liberty. The enforcement of 
Sunday laws is opening eyes in America to the natural 
alliance between religion and tyranny.

One would expect a Christchurch paper to be very 
ecclesiastical. But the Christchurch Times is anything but 
that, and has an excellent article on “ Agnosticism ” in its 
issue for August 23. It deals mainly with the views of 
Professor Huxley, of whom it says : “ The truth never had a 
more fearless and noble champion.” “ Huxley,” it adds, “ has 
taught us that philosophy is, after all, only a purified form 
of common sense. We must all learn to say we ‘ don’t know.’ 
Like the mongoose of Kipling’s delightful tale, the human 
race should have for its motto ‘ Run and find out’ ; but we 
must consent to be Agnostics until our inquiries are satisfied, 
instead of jumping rashly at the conclusions we happen to 
deem convenient or comforting.”

The members of the Westminster Branch had their annual 
excursion by brake to Epping Forest last Sunday. The 
weather was all that could be desired. After a delightful 
ramble through the forest the party all sat down to tea at 
“ The Robin Hood.” All expressed themselves as having 
spent a most enjoyable day. Large quantities of old Free
thinkers were distributed on the down journey.

Mr. C. Cohen is conducting a week's Freethought Mission 
at Manchester. Sunday mornings and evenings he lectures 
in the Secular Hall, Busholme-road, All Saints. Saturday 
evening (August 31) at 6.30 he delivers an open-air lecture 
in Stevenson-square, and on the following Tuesday (Sep
tember 3) another near the Labor Hall, Gorton. The latter 
is a new station, and we hope the local Freethinkers will 
rally to Mr. Cohen’s support there.

We are pleased to notice that the case of the Seventh-Day 
Adventists, who are in prison in America because they obey

Extracts from his Letters to the New York “  Truthseeker1' 
(July 27 and August S).

Friday is a brilliant day in the annals of the SecuLr 
Pilgrim. I visit Newstead Abbey, the home of Lord Byro°' 
Mr. Stapleton and Mr. Parrott are with me on this trip- 
is ewstead Abbey is only about eight miles from Nottingham1' 
It _was in Nottingham that Byron lay in state. I 
pointed to the very room, in an ancient building, where he 
thus lay. __An immense procession followed the funefaj
cortège to Hucknall Churchy 
with sixty of his ancestors.

iedwhere the poet was bun; 
ng I

in any land than Newstead Abbey. It is now owneu iv -- j
There is nothing more beautiful□ore

tn itewsuiiiu auuej'. xu ta now owned Dj '  i
W. F. Webb, a friend of Livingstone, and himself a renown
traveller and hunter. He must possess great wealth, for ^
Abbey is kept in a most noble and attractive condition. , 
is approached from the station by a wide gravelled r0  ’ 
through green fields and beauteous groves. We pass o 
the river, alongside a dashing cataract which flows from ^  
lake above. The Abbey is of the loveliest architecture 
the Middle Ages. It is grace itself, and indicates ^  
wonderful poetic feeling of that awakening time, a da ^ 
gemmed with a thousand stars. Only the front arche . 
the church itself remain, with the windows and the pOL ô 
giving a weird, faint picture of immemorial years. , . c3 
habitable part still endures, in which are hundreds of r 
of the poet and his ancestors ; the rooms where kings n 
visited and slept ; portraits of beauties and heroes} s" „ j  
and helmets ; and the table where Byron wrote his lnaino ^  
verse, in which there was more concentrated energy^ 
genius than in any other poetry of his time, and 
ablaze with revolutionary thoughts. We see the surro 
ings that nurtured the mental life of the fitful bard, 
ruins of the past and the beauties of nature ; the field. 
groves and waters ; the Annesley Hills, where brooder ^  
spirit of his fatal love. We can imagine the poet ai , j9 
these variable scenes, so many pictures of which „ 'uros, 
glowing melodies. Newstead Abbey is rich with treft . er 
and the gloomy history of man is here recorded, tog .u9. 
with its most marvellous romance and illustrious g ̂  gD 
Here is the oak which Byron planted, and which, 011 .;ful. 
the point of dying, now flourishes green and bea.gter’s 
Here is the tree on which he carved his own and “ Is s, Vey > 
name when he bade farewell forever to Newstead A j 
and here is the monument to his 'dog, who possessed a ¡ge 
virtues without the vices of man. About the A ) of 
extensive and magnificent gardens, in which are n o":ent®f 
all hues, spreading along the wanderer’s path with or 
luxuriance. nietf

From Newstead Abbey we go to Hucknall, a c 
town, smoky and dirty, and busy with marketing > ^ 0

me, for the ashes 
is a

imposing structure. A melancholy graveyard spn

uncouth place, it seemed to me, for the —  .
immortal bard. The church is a solemn but n? rnl)m*

' rA * .«  tb«

vert
urh

»_» . . . .  „ „  _ r*rt_ * n'rfl I«'**'
it. iso one of distinction is buried here. Within * 
immortal dead. The bones of Byron lie beneath fhe ̂  0fjawu , ,,r v
floor. We read the inscription, and muse in a0B„
the grey walls. An unpretentious mansion of th e^  nJo

h ^

mind as I gazed upon the dim relics of the dead, ^ jle

U A 1 0  U t t U O .  X X1 JL  u u ^ > i u u o u i ; j . v i . l o  u i u i u u . v u  - J
this—a gloomy place to quench the fires of the hurna a0d 
that flame to the stars, then sink to earth. AH Y nff 
nothing more ! was the refrain that rolled throve voi°®

can utter anything more, 
love and honor the heroic

The darkness abides ^ 
spirit. Byron perished

and

m

more

tb6
tb»0
Je»glorious effort to win liberty for Greece; auu ■*- ajat-- 

this, be it spoken to his undying praise, B yrons | tbf 
speech in the House of Lords was for the defence .,ed,i Ai-io.nNottinghamshire workmen, among 
against the death penalty which 
endeavoring to inflict upon those

whom he then wer®cPthe aristocra ju1
poverty-strick tjjU

who in their.blind wrath, destroyed some macbij11 .tLjjiwj 
.............................."  above the rights of ba“£  ^putting tne rignts or weaiin apove cne rigut* £ ys 

Against this Byron protested with all the ardor o 
and the eloquence of his tongue,

I
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is t)?S*keS ^ le memory of Lord Byron in Nottingham, there 
in tv? 10use where Henry Kirke White was born ; and also, 
’hil Process °f demolition, the birthplace of Phillip James 
... 6y> who, half a century ago, at the age of twenty-two,

^September 1, 1895.

"'fote “ Festus,” a most extraordinary and brilliant poem,ai1 1  ’ ‘ . . . . .
e worthy of preservation.

ĵ jjJ | ~ ui JUV'CU VA.U1 vm\sx uiuua j  uuva uj.iuiuuu v̂vyuiij

-• ' although living to this day, he has not again penned a
one ^orthy °I preservation. There is also a house on 
lot, 1 • ^ le maln streets, still standing and used for a 
,jj e ’ 111 the same shape it was in 1460, years before the 
bee 0very of America. For over 400 years no alteration has 

q 1 faade in its appearance.
Die ? '̂ aWrday morning Mr. J. R. Anderson accompanied 
InsFt • - university, which is a notable and flourishing 
a c t i o n .  It has over 1,700 students. It has a machinery 
can 011gmeering department connected, so that the student 
It h lav? a Practical and industrial education if he wishes.

Mr8 a 80 a very valuable museum.
(j0' | • Anderson is a prominent citizen, a member of the 
othPm°n. Council, and a pronounced Freethinker. Among 
of /  trends here are Mr. and Mrs. Marriott, formerly 
Sta “lerica-, Mr. Marriott was in the army under the 
Jlr . and Stripes. I had also the pleasure of meeting 
poc'i ].mos Waters, a busy contributor to many literary 
on vJ !i° . ’ and a philosophical Freethinker. He is known 

“  of the Atlantic.
otlier' Jacks?n> Mr. Murray, Mr. and Mrs. Burton, with 
Hotte r  fiends that added to the pleasure of my stay in 
■svf)iun8 ham. I had a varied and entertaining visit, which, 
Mr r®stful, was animated and instructive. I must thank 
^ rd fr  ^ rs' Stapleton and the little children for their 
b0ttl allty and goodwill, and the enjoyment of a happy 
shall ’,arul I heartily reciprocate the wish of my host that I 

On8<?e Nottingham again before I surrender the ghost, 
^heff i3̂ Urĉ ay afternoon, June 29, I leave Nottingham for 
s°vnet' ' I am accompanied by Mr. Snell, who, I hope, will 
I amltne v!slfc me in America. He would like Yankeeland, 
c0UntrSUre, for a change. And the Freethinkers of our

thn
T, try would find in him a bright and brave champion. 

110 nrst -------- --- '  'tie
°ugh impression one gets of Sheffield, as he rolls

on. tlle railroad train, is that of a smoky, dingy 
beautyfluring city, where it is impossible for anything like 
tll6t.f/  to flourish. I was told when I came to Sheffield that 
and v " ' a<3 nothing to see, only long rows of tenement houses 
furri ast and gloomy buildings, lighted with the glare of 
°titler Y lrcs> ln which a thousand busy hands sharpen 
han(Y  l°r the world. But, as a matter of fact, Sheffield is a 
s«rrA„0®? city, when you travel out of tho smoke to the 
f iv e ^ n g .L ills .  There are fivo valleys in Sheffield, and 
a var^t er*nS streams here unite into t he river Don. Quite 

therefore, appears in Sheffield. It is not a 
„^ous manufacturing place, where only smoke and 
nil the i ‘ ................................... ’, and nothing is heard but the rumblo and 

yvhoreti nR riad machineries. From the crowded valleys 
’ - 00 vast business of the city is transacted, and where

I0,ar of

ftlg??1? the blue light of heaven is often shut out by the 
that encircle the heart of the fiery metropolis, 

Cotoe , se steaming and rushing centres of activity you 
8t*ove.s ^>0I3 air|pl© hiils, beautiful green fields stretch away, 
big ro,and gardens glitter, and nature puts on her most allur- 
Utto mD° ’ .a.ncl as you wander over these hills you advance 
8ttrpa„^jdficent prospects, and no scenery in the world can 
file vpb . 6 loveliness and grandeur of what greets you in 
jo SeQ *nity of Sheffield. Somehow or other, lluskin seemed 
'Ofstfuc, . point, and he placed hero one of the most charming, 

1 is tlve’ an<l valuable museums to be found anywhere. 
"'oruwYYh crossing the Atlantic just to view these 
hticeig tul treasures. And why did Ruskin place these 
a0(J k. ^exhibitions of nature and art alongside the 
0thgr _ Be and dirt of Sheffield! Why not at Oxfo.,.

W ;?L .et town with educational and artistic associations 1\Va!j Cmionlt____1 ■ 1 . 1 ___ ___ TT ■ I _ ,1 . ”  f t  l u l l  C U  Uv ^ cb L lU L iU i l  ( U L U  M»l l / l A l i C /  r

u, tWmself supplied the answer. He said that ironwork 
ecessary art ; that the cutler’s art at its best, as 

bvin , ' 1.  *n Sheffield, is “ unsurpassable by that of any 
teScf  nf i on,a ancl als 0  “ because Sheffield is within easy 
1 Ibo . » t i f u l  natural scenery.”
{J6sto\vp i *“ eld Corporation, not unmindful of the honor 
V°°k Iia]iUi)0n tke city by Mr. Ruskin, purchased Meers- 
sq

. in ^
l'niigj?^ aÇcordance with the glories of the museum, which, 

v d of a t? a11’ contains the most precious wealth of nature 
overr Hne could spend days in these little rooms, and 

jY e  ov ,.rHl somcthirlK new and entrancing to study and

I i . 1. ** til VI l/Jr K r j  i.TX L. • J V U J X\ JLIJ j

;fUh olHi* l'°r the homo of the museum—a beautiful estate 
j'ltntu0r , ees> and walls gay with roses and clematis, and in 
tl b r̂fo ,^e haunt of blackbirds, thrushes, and rooks. It is

prj 5"-. Every picture and cast on the walls, every book 
jplery • ln the library, every stone in the mineralogical 
I'YUat- \S selected for a special purpose, and in its own 
’ir °b je  f Partlnent ea°h is the best that could be procured. 
Ra0 nfir?.„ Mr. Ruskin was to educate tho people in art.
J ?ettclor?raK room  sim p ly  aston ishes on e w ith  its  crysta l 
in 'Q°tido’ ^ h ere  are “  precious stones,” from

Urpq ’ and from topazes to emeralds and opals. There 
jY l j Y 6 example of a pale-blue form of topaz from the 
k;Vlap5 u,ttains, associated with smoky quartz and mica, 

escenn? i 6 ,1® nothing like it in the world. ThecsC§ri0 Aa u u w iu iB  iliv o  iu m  m o  >yunci. x u o
8 °f the opal is amaziDg, and you wonder that in

the heart of nature, in “ the dark unfathomed caves,” such 
glorious hues could flash and flame. As you look into these 
beautiful crystals there seem to be opening upon you 
depths of color shining far away in ever-changing lustres 
while you pass from point to point and gaze into the 
resplendent chambers. I  know of no place where more 
wealth of natural beauty is revealed.

The books are ancient—going back to 1160—and they 
display the exquisite art of those old days, and indicate with 
what a religious fervor the printers must have labored. 
These books are enriched with miniatures, scroll-work, and 
ornamental borders. Here are also many of the original 
drawings of Turner; a painting of the front of St. Mark’s, 
which it took the artist three years to complete, and many 
of the works _of ancient Italian masters which cannot be 
found even in their own land. I was surprised to find such 
a wonderful display, amidst such beautiful surroundings, 
near the grimy machineries of toil. It shows that Ruskin 
had some deep insight into the heart of man, and that he 
saw the latent poetry and romance of human toil; that 
where man labors, even in dust and darkness, there are the 
possibilities of noblest things. One might spend days in 
Ruskin’s museum and find instruction, for, though the 
collection is not imposing, yet it is infinitely suggestive, 
and leads one into a thousand pathways of thought and 
investigation.

Sheffield is not simply a hive of industry—a black mass of 
manufacturing facilities; it is a city with noble and 
magnificent surroundings, and whichever way you journey 
a wide and splendid country appears. Sherwood Forest, 
now no more, except in patches, once waved its endless 
branches from this vicinity to Nottingham. A cultivated 
land takes the place of the “ boundless contiguity of shade.” 
The harvest field shines, and the elegant dwelling. I  only 
have the opportunity to enjoy one drive, and that is to 
Chatsworth Hall, the home of the Duke of Devonshire. 
This is about twelve miles from Sheffield. On Monday we 
set forth, a somewhat cloudy day, but now and then the 
sunshine burst forth in brilliant glory, and all the distant 
heights catch the changing lustre, and a scene of enchanting 
variety is presented. We travel over immense hills. There 
are no sharp ascents here. It is mostly like a vast table 
land, teeming with harvest, while yet the moorlands offer» 
bare and solitary appearance, so that we see nature in 
majestic contrast. The scene on every side is ample. As 
we roll alongside Froggatt Edge, one of the most lovely and 
stupendous landscapes in the world unfolds from the valley 
beneath to tho mountainous horizon. Embosomed in the 
valley, hundreds of feet below your flying vehicle, is a 
charming ancient village, over which hovers the atmosphere 
of golden romance. The valley, rich with fields and groves, 
opens and spreads away in gorgeous loveliness, while tho 
shining river Derwent, celebrated in song, like a ribbon, 
ornaments the long-extending prospect. Above the valley 
stretch the vast hills in sombre columns, edged with wild 
precipitous rocks and dusky forest. On the side whence we 
view this resplendent panorama the walls seem to go sheer 
down to the valley itself. Almost from our very feet and 
the banks of the luminous river, swells above and beyond 
the village, that hangs like, a jewel on the scene, the 
enormous height, whose verdant fields sink into desolate 
spaces.

From this attractive point we sweep on to the great hall, 
around which are so many memories of the past. Passing 
through the delightful park, where the deer are grazing, we 
see Queen Mary’s Bower, a lovely island, and yet a prison 
for the imperious queen, where her heart must have poured 
itself out in useless lamentations. Here she could enjoy the 
sunshine and the flowers, look upon the bright, blue sky, 
but round about her rolled the relentless waters, and there 
was no escape. Beautiful were the scenes she gazed upon in 
her captivity—the great hall, in the midst of massive foliage, 
where royalty was wont to spend its hours of luxury. 
Within its spacious rooms are some of tho finest pictures 
and statues in England, rare china and porcelain and 
treasures of the olden time. The garden attached is a 
marvellous profusion of riches, pomp of color, with 
fountains and glades and cataracts in the gloom of wood 
and steep. The liot-houso is the largest in the kingdom. 
It has taken the painters three years to re-decorate the roof 
and sides. It shines with tropical splendor. Alas for the 
fortunes of the day ! just as we left this luxurious abode, to 
see new curiosities, a sudden shower descended upon our 
troop, and we were obliged to find refuge wherever we could, 
for the stately footman had forbidden the use of umbrellas 
while in these palatial regions, and so we had to dive under 
the bushes, and it was a somewhat disconsolate scene for 
about ten minutes, the rain pouring in torrents. Well, wo 
were repaid for the momentary discomfort. After the 
shower the sun came out more gorgeously than ever, and 
tho afternoon was simply superb. Everything was fresh 
and glittering. We visit the church and churchyard, where 
is buried Lord Frederick Cavendish, who was murdered at 
Phcenix Park. It is a quiet place, surrounded with a model 
village. If one might find, outwardly, a paradise on earth, 
it would be on this sp^t, where everything seems so
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harmonious. All the dwelling-houses have a supreme 
aspect of utility and elegance. But I suppose I should get 
tired of such a comfortable existence in about a day’s time, 
and should want to fly off to the turmoil of London. Therfe 
is such a thing as life flowing along so smoothly that death 
would he welcomed as a change. However, these placid 
scenes remain in the memory with a charming and romantic 
perspective, and we dream of these mild resting-places when 
“ life’s fitful fever” is over. Amidst the glory of the 
descending sun we return homeward, climbing great hills 
and plunging into deep valleys, with the moon in queenly 
lustre along the radiant heavens, and then the innumerable 
lights of Sheffield, as we drive into its smoky and resounding 
realms, and one more beautiful picture is added to the gallery 
of memory. S. -P. Putnam.

( To be continued.)

B O O K  C H A T .

The Psychic Mirror, which is sent to us from J. Thomas, 
1 0  Sefton-street, Longsight, Manchester, is a curious 
publication. It deals in the occult, and its assertions are 
sufficiently startling. The writer says (we quote verbatim et 
literatim): “  My first point is, that there are, at this day, 
Ten thousand men—Androginous—now on this earth, who 
have not tasted death, who live the life immortal, in bodies 
that have never seen corruption !” After this we are not 
surprised to read of the common lime tree : “ My soul 
perceives a hallowed mystery about this tree, which renders 
it uneque” (sic). Certainly the Psychic Mirror is “ uneque.” 

* * *
Gems of Thought, by Jos. M. Wade (H. A. Copley, Canning 

Town, E .; 2 d.), is another strange production, it  takes as 
its motto : “ Believe nothing, accept nothing because another 
says it is true. Follow no one. Do not accept what I 
write ; but you will either search all things, the inner 
consciousness being the judge, or you will remain in occult 
darkness.” This is a pure gem, so we must give another as 
a touchstone of the writer’s quality : “ There is no more 
relationship between a mother and her son than there is 
between her and a Hottentot; we come direct from mother 
earth.” We have never doubted that there were minds 
around us in the animistic stage ready to receive Theosophy, 
any more than we doubt that others are in the stage of 
fetishism, prepared to believe in spells and amulets. Indeed, 
all religion is but a survival of these old-world faiths.

* *  *
Passages o f the Bible Chosen for their Literary Beauty and 

Interest, by J. G. Frazer, is notable on account of the author, 
whose Golden Bough shows he is in a position to understand 
the underlying superstition of Jewish literature. The interest 
of the book is increased by Mr. Frazer’s erudite notes, giving 
numerous references to parallel stories and passages found 
in ancient and modern literature, and illustrating some 
Hebrew legends and customs from the folk-lore of other 
peoples.

* *  #
The Bookman announces that a biography of the late 

Professor W. Robertson Smith, author of The Religion o f the 
Semites, has been undertaken by one of his most intimate 
friends.

*  * *
The Academy (August 24), noticing under the head of 

“ Regeneration” the new edition of Max Nordau’s Con
ventional Lies, says the book “ seems to be well worth 
reading,” and mentions that the reader should remember 
that it has been published for some ten years, in order to do 
it the full justice which it deserves.

*  *  *
The Hamilton Advertiser mentions Mr. David Dali, of 

Motherwell, as having in the press a work on The Mistakes 
of the Bible. If he goes into his subject fully, we should say 
it would make a considerable volume.

Sunday Amusements.
The only ground on which restrictions on Sunday amuse

ments can be defended, must be that they are religiously 
wrong—a motive of legislation which can never be too 
earnestly protested against. “ Deorum injuriae Diis curae.” 
It remains to be proved that society, or any of its officers, 
holds a commission from on high to avenge any supposed 
offence to Omnipotence which is not also a wrong to our 
fellow creatures. The notion that it is one man’s duty that 
another should be religious was the foundation of all the 
religious persecutions ever perpetrated, and if admitted 
would fully justify them.—J. S. Mill “ On Liberty.”

WHAT IS CHRISTIA

The gaols, penitentiaries, and asylums „„„.erAo^ 1 r
in all Christian countries, and the great majority of j? 
inmates profess belief in theChristian religion. The ques’ 1® . 
might probably be asked : Why so much godlessness in 
which claims to be Christian! Where is the divinity 0 , 
religion that does not save its members from a hell of ineIJ 
chaos here, and what warrant have they, therefore, tna 
can save them from hell hereafter 1 It is plain that Cu 
tianity has not substantiated its claim to divinity.

Christians think that they are sanctified and holy befp1 j 
they have avowed “ Christ and him crucified,” and r 
church regularly, and observe its ordinances. It v.e'.~
strikes them that the ignoranco of their preachers in joij-J. 
together lust-and-sin-cursed people in the bonds of yen* n(j 
for a fee, is responsible for many of the existing evils j auj_
that the superstitious and incomprehensible dogmas 
cated by them, which keep the people from thinking 
themselves, and realising their responsibility for every« 1 ° 
they think and do, are largely responsible for the remain^ 
evils. The intelligence and judgment of the age n 
advanced too far for people to be satisfied with the ignP - eS 
claim that a God or Devil outside of man shapes the desti 
of the individual and the world. , eD

The claims of orthodoxy have, in these latter days, û er 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. Its P° j  
henceforth must wane, for the Light of Truth has jut» 
its claims and found them wanting. .

— World's Advance Thought. Lucy A. Mallo

A Chinese View o f  Christian Missions.
of tb0A Washington telegram states that Mr. Moy, one o 

secretaries of the Chinese Legation, in an interview w ^je 
reporter respecting recent events in China, said : 
we have no statistics available, I believe, and so does 
minister, that there are few, if any, converts to Christ1 
among the higher class of Chinese. Our religion is gDt 
Confucius, and that is good enough for us. No u  ̂
Chinaman will have anything to do with the miss 
The missionaries cannot talk tbe language, and none 0 jg 
better people of China speak English. Only crl®(j ¡is 
have learned it whom the missionaries have engag ^ rt3 
interpreters. There are only two ways to get ®0IV :1re 
in China. One way is to hire them, and then tney 
converts as long as they are paid ; the other way 1 aU 
kidnapping of children. The hiring of converts ^¡th 
expensive business, but the missions are well supphecl 
money, and hire and kidnap, and show the results. j‘j0 
interpreter will find a girl whoso parents are P°0.: tbe 
persuades the child to visit the mission, and then te g to 
missionary she desires to be a Christian. He is u11' etef 
talk to her, but keeps her secluded, and thê  in;e g 
bullies her. She practically becomes the latter’s. sia 
remains so until he sells her, perhaps for a vile bfe 9 J the 
This is the reason for the belief among the Chinese t 
missions kidnap the children.”—Dalziel.

Children and Early Faiths. .fc to0lc
The following actual conversation, recorded when up0i> 

place (August 2 0 , 1895), may possibly throw some «£ . pre- 
the faiths of early man. At any rate, I think it wo 
serving. Scene—Atop a tramcar ; a starry night. Jf jadi; 
Persona3—A boy nearly six years old and a world’
Boy (after looking at the stars)— Who keeps all tn jjja-J} 
Lady—“ What do you mean V Boy—“ There must 
to look after it.” Lady—“ It must be a pretty t o foe?6 ! 
Boy—“ Who looked after the world before we ca jo0]jeu 
If papa kept the world, he’d have lots of money. ye?-,
pleased, as if he thought “ I should share.”) Lady st»rfLn 
Boy—“ How many measures would measure to 1  faro* 
Lady—“ I’m sure I don’t know. They are very, , , neasU,ri>Boy—“ I f  I  had all the measures in the world, could j  tjj
to the stars V The lady said she did not kno' ^ t0  tb 
conversation changed to mundane matters, »lUc £atheo 
regret of the lady’s husband, who is not the bOAieolog1? 0 
but who is anxious to know if he will turn out a jj ta 
or a philosopher. He seems to be getting tn 
theological stage early.—J. M. W.

They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,
Rather than in silence shrink . , . 
From the truth they needs must thins , 
They are slaves who dare not be 
In the right with two or three.

—James Russell Lowe
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RESPONDENCE.

“ ANANIAS AGAIN.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

think TcorresPon^en*" forwards me a copy of the Free-
Sogh

er of June 3C, headed “ Ananias Again,” in which Mr. 
Price Hughes is violently attacked. The paragraph 

'Ses to be taken from the Liberator. There is an error 
^¡1? winch I cannot explain, but I shall be obliged if you 
Quo !\ ow rne to inform your readers that the paragraph in
5,^ 'o n  never appeared in the paper of which I am editor, 

auking you in advance for making the correction,
H o w a r d  E v a n s  (Editor of the Liberator). 

Uhere is more than one Liberator in the world. The
5j6ur we quoted from is edited by Mr. Joseph Symes at 
<>Ur t>0Uj ne> and is well known—at least by name—to most of 

readers.—Editor, Freethinker.]

WHERE IS GOD ?
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

t,ranir ln May, 1882,1 had a brush with the leading Anglo- 
"’Qr ti03’ wbose operations I designated as a swindle. Tliey 
the a then raising money by subscription in order to dig for 
■fhe A i the Covenant in the potato fields at Tara, Ireland. 
(;,Mj . rk may be there with old Yaveh inside (qui sait), for  
hut l never!/u>here. At any rate, thirteen years have elapsed, 
Whi„r . the digging has produced neither God nor Ark, 
w}10| 1 la more than passing strange. I summed up the 
Jlrii thing in a few words, which were reproduced in 
b0o?i- Israel and Judalis Prophetic Messenger. “ Bam- 
of n' lno the residuum of society and dragging money out 
lhj„ 6 Packets of the silliest of silly yokels.” Dr. C. Hodson 
'ng t ° V  hi rove-road, St. John’s Wood, gave me the follow- 
from ,r|uble warning: “ One can imagine what the shrieks 
out, a “ \s sufferings will be when the horrible abyss opens 
^urtli en8 ulphs him (Laporte) in the realms of Pluto.

,or comment is unnecessary, more than to pray that 
tore a character as Charles Kroll Laporte may be brought 

• ance ; if not. prevented from infusing his malignant 
m I(i the blood of truth ” (sic).

Charles Kroll Laporte.

A Little Omission.
W hat! the legislators of the Indians, Egyptians, Baby

lonians, Greeks, and Romans all taught the immortality of 
the soul, which we find in twenty places even in Homer, 
and yet the pretended Moses does not speak of it. Not a 
single word is said of it, either in the Jewish Decalogue or 
in the Pentateuch. It became necessary for co nmentators, 
who were either very ignorant or more inclined to knavery 
than folly, to twist some passages of Job, who was not a 
Jew, in order to make it believed by men more ignorant 
than themselves that Job had spoken of a future life, 
because he said : “ For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God” (Job xix. 25). What connection is 
there, I pray you, between a sick man who is suffering, but 
hopes to be cured, and the immortality of the soul, hell, and 
paradise ? If Warburton had contented himself with 
proving that the Jewish law did not mention a future life, 
he would have rendered a very great service. But, by the 
most incomprehensible madness, he wished to have it 
believed that the stupidity of the Pentateuch was a proof 
of its divinity, and his excessive pride supported this 
chimera with the most intolerant insolence.

W hat! the innumerable number of citizens that have 
been injured, excommunicated, reduced to beggary, killed, 
and their bodies cast on the highway ; the number of 
princes dethroned and assassinated, has not yet opened 
men’s eyes ! And when we do open them, we perceive that 
this fatal idol is not yet demolished !

But what shall we substitute in its place, say you ? 
What? A ferocious animal has sucked the blood of my 
relatives. I tell you to rid yourselves of this beast, and you 
ask me what you shall put in its place ! Is it you that put 
this question to me ? Then you are a hundred times more 
odious than the Pagan pontiffs, who permitted themselves 
to enjoy tranquility among their ceremonies and sacrifices, 
who did not attempt to enslave the mind by dogmas, who 
never disputed the powers of the magistrates, and who 
introduced no discord among mankind. You have the face 
to ask what you must substitute in the place of your fables ? 
I answer you, “  God, truth, virtue, laws, rewards and

imnishments.” Preach probity, and do not preach dogmas ; 
>e the priests of God, and not the priests of a man.— 
Voltaire.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

Christian Results.
(j"-r pearly two thousand years of Christian teaching 

Mflch pi, . n?> how much nearer are we to that ideal life 
've tjjj P^stian leading was to bring us to ? What must 
jfl°rifi ] the sentiment implied in the saying of a 
' bl00(ja P(Tcei repeated by a popular emperor, lauding 
^Ueh lna , i ron~ a remedy which never fails?” . . . .  How 
Hacticp^ksation can we trace in the contrast between the 
•S"Lifo f RaYa8 es whose maxim in their inter-tribal feuds 

tlic; j Life,” and the practice of Christian nations who 
i'or n ,phngs with weak peoples take as their maxim 

i S j J 5 i many lives”? Towards the foretold state, 
tkVo w ° rt s sbaR be beaten into ploughshares, how much 
t 11 ev° Pro8 resse(i) how that there exist bigger armies 

<J iticrper e,x'stcd b if ore ? And where are the indications 
?k^°Qs f  a i brotherly love in the doings of Christian 
T(:y te n Africa, where, like hungry dogs round a carcase, 
SflaP at F ° Û  P'ece after piece, pausing only to snarl and 

°ne another ?—Herbert Spencer.

A Rev. Dr., introducing a brother reverend to his congre
gation, said : “ Our brother will now address you on * Hell,’ 
and it affords me pleasure to say he is full of his subject.”

“ Did you enjoy the services at church to-day ?” “ Very
little. The music wasn’t a bit catchy, and there were no 
clever lines in the sermon. The minister threw in a little 
bright business, however, and that saved the entertainment 
from being utterly stupid.”

A Scotch wife, whose man had recently died, was urged 
by her minister to dry her tears and reconcile herself to the 
loss. “ You know,” said the minister, “ that we must all die, 
even Christ had to die when he took upon himself our 
mortal flesh.” “ Dae ye tell me,” said she in dismay, “ that 
Christ’s deid. I never knew that till the now.” “ Dear me,” 
said the minister, “ to think that in the nineteenth century 
it would be possible to meet with such ignorance.” “ You 
see,” said she, apologetically, “ John was aye that hard that 
he would never spend a ha’penny on on evening paper, and 
a body never had the chance o’ kenning wha wis deid.”

i Ag
)ar'UarpJCOUrik of the liquefaction of the blood of St. 
n ^ V i7.’,8lvetl by Mr. T. C. Owens, an eye-witness, in the 
\Jt. a l ( A u g u s t  2 2 ), cites an incident that has 
vents’ been mentioned: “ About a score of women, 
spies’ Nv? called ‘ cousins,’ taken from the fishwomen of 
V  Mio . ,° !lreb ‘nd to trace their genealogy from the saint, 

as??1'e considered as having his blood flowing in their. 
vQs in | rnbled at the high altar rails and occupied them- 
ry Vooif U< crics and entreaties. By degrees they became 
Yf-T Utl, Cj'ous, calling furiously on the saint in tones of

»el

despair.
V
& °b ta n Peoci m0ns translated from the Italian by a
K are given as illustrations of these primitive 

yftu„ , Champion of Christ, you are a pretty saint; 
to?,r,ake olood melt.’ ‘ You yellow-faced rascal, why don’t 
hr? aPitPfy?ur blood melt ?' 1 You yellow-faced scoundrel,
v‘ r>iy?d to U ^ou are • * Wbat is the use of my having

• p i^ a l l  my life, if you don’t make your blood 
Uieit ;\,n°Vcr pray to you again if you won’t make your

bT'tr

On Missionary Ground.
Good Lady—“ Now, little boy ; who made you ?”
First Kinky-headed Boy (with a charming, toothy smile)— 

“ Dunno’m.”
Lady—“ God made you, child.”
First Boy—“ Yes’m.”
Lady (to Second Boy)—“ Who was the meekest man ?” 
Second Boy—“ Dunno’m.”
Lady—“ Why, Moses ! Moses was the meekest man. You

must really try to remember Moses, for I shall ask you•_ }> • 'again.
Second Boy—“ Yes’m.”
Lady (to Third Boy)—“ Who was the strongest man?’ 
Third Boy—“ Dunno’m.”
Lady—“ Why, I told you last Sunday ! Samson ! Sam

son 1”
Third Boy—“ Yes’m.”
Lady (recapitulating)—“ Now, tell me who made you ?’ 
Second Boy—“ Moses.”
Lady (in despair)—“ Oh, no 1 no 1”
Second Boy—“ \ es’m, Moses did make me. Dat ar boy

what Gord made, he done gone to get er drink,”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Foresters’ Hall (Clerkenwell-road, E.O.) : 7.30, S. P. Putnam, 
Colonel Ingersoll ami American Freetbought.”
Batt* rs*a Skoular Hall (back oi Battersea Park Station): 8, 

social gathering for members and friends.
Oamb» r w *ll (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7, 

J. Rownay, “  Prophecy.”  '■
Islington (19 Alwyne-road) : 3.15, members’ quarterly meeting. 
■West Ham Secular Ethical Society (Gi West Ham-lane): 7, 

Stephen H. Alison, “  Darwinism and Design.”
Orait-AiR P ropaganda .

B attersea Park  Gates : 11.30, A. G. Hertzfeld will lecture. 
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, James Rowney, “ Waldron’s 

Blunders.”
Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “  How Christianity Became 

Strong.”
Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture. Thursday, at 8, C. James 

will lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “  Hereafter.” 
Finsbury Park  (near the band-stand): 11.15, W. Heaford, “ The 

Doctrine of Prayer” ; 3.15, Stanley Jones, “ Christianity and Civilisa
tion.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, W. J. Ramsey will 
lecture. Thursday, at 8.30, St. John will lecture.

Hyde Park  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30 and 3.30, W. J. Ramsey will 
lecture. Wednesday, at 8, S. E. Easton will lecture.

I slington (Prebend-street, Packington-street): 11.30, St. John will 
lecture.

K ilburn  (comer cf Yictoria-road): 7, F. Haslam, “  How I  Became a 
Secularist.”

K ingsland (Ridlev-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, Stanley 
Jones, “ Christianity Critically Examined.”

L ambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, E. Pack will lecture.
Mile End Waste : 11.30, R. Forder, “  Religion and Progress.”
Old Pimlico Pier  : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Life and Times of Voltaire.” 
R egent's Park  (near Gloucester Gate): 3, W. Heaford,“ Christianity 

or Secularism—Which ?”
V ictoria P ark (near the fountain): 11.15, S. R Thompson will 

lecture; 3.15, Mr. Vining will lecture.
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “  Design and 

Natural Selection ” ; 7, S. R. Thompson: will lecture. Thursday, at 8, a 
lecture.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham  (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, H. Snell, “ Was 

Christ a Socialist?” 7, “ The Gospel of Freethought.”
B lackburn : 3, business meeting at secretary’s house.
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brom pton): 2.45, 

Sunday-school.
Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 6.45, n. McGuinness, 

“ The Unemployed.”
L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 7, Sam Reeves 

(Fabian), “ What Capital Is, and What Capital is Not.”
Manchester Secular Hall (Ilusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, 0. 

Cohen, “ The Great French Revolution—P a r t i ,  The Night” ; 6.30, “ An 
Hour with the Devil.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near 
Grey’s monument): 7, George Selkirk, “ The Bible against Itself.”

Plymouth (Co-operative Hall, Frankfort-street) : 11, Charles Watts, 
“ Trust iD God a Delusion” ; 8, “ Christianity: its Birth, Rise, and 
Death” ; 7, “ Does Death End A ll?—with Special Reference to the 
Fallacy of Theosophy.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
7, select entertainment.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) : 
7, business meeting.

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street) : 3, important meeting.
Open-A ir  P ropaganda.

B radford (Open Market, James-street) : 6.30, John Grange, “ Can 
Christ Save Us ?”

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, a lecture.
Chatham (corner of the New Brompton-road, High-street) : 11.15, 

C. James, “ The Decay of Christianity ” ; 7, “ God at the Bar of Humanity.” 
Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.
Manchester (Stephenson-square): 3, C. Cohen will lecture. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, R. Mitchell will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—Sept. 1, 8, and 

15, Manchester ; 22 and 29, Birmingham.

Stanley Jones, 52 Davenant-road, Holloway, London, N.—Sept. 1, 
m. Kingsland, a. Finsbury Park ; 8, m. Camberwell, a. Hyde Park, e. 
Camberwell; 15, m. Finsbury, e. Edmonton; 22, m. Kingsland, e. Dept
ford ; 25, Hyde Park; 2G, Hammersmith; 29, m. Victoria Park, a. Fins
bury Park, e. Kilburn.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, E.—Sept. 1, rn. 
Wood Green, e. Tottenham; 8, Westminster; 15, iMile End; 22, 
Camberwell; 29, Westminster. October 6, Camberwell; 20, m. and a. 
Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

T. T hurlow , 350 Old Ford-road, E.—Sept. 8, m. Kingsland, e. 
Edmonton ; 15, e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 
29, e. Edmonton.

w
AN ELD, LAI)! HELP; also to teach child of seven

in Freethinkers family. Quiet country house; servant kept.
Mrs. Oswald Dawson, Harman Villa,State ag •, salary, and references. 

Seacroft, near Leeds.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life o f  Jesus.”
W ITH  AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the GosPĉ 

Story by a Master Hand.)
Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post freC’

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS’

BY
G. W. FOOTE a n d  W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follows :—

1 —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are printed1
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arrange^ a 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wicked^.
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separat 
line for easy reference. 4d. ^

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Br°k”
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Twopence,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the BiWe#
By  J. M. WHEELER. Jo

A Demonstration of the Biblical Doctrine of Devils, suit» 
for circulation among Christians.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER-
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.
Of all Nowsagents to ordor. W holesale, Mr. 1  order.

“ The Claeton Tea-Table> v
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, C L A C T O N -O N -S  ' ^ - 

Spécialité— 1s. Ordinaey, 12.30 to 3,
A art#161Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished APai

Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Tier AvenW •
H. F°ysTE '

pts-

Proprietor,

COALS! COALS! COALS Î

MESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD &. CO. are supplying g o ^  ^ V  
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. 6d. per Ton. Hot Kitchen

R. Forder says: “ They are remarkably cheap and g°® ' .  f Q of 
~......n .... . .a ...IfL vnur IM

Co»1

W. J. Ramsey writes : “  I  am well satisfied with y<»ir J 
Miss Vance says : “ They are excellent ”

Orders to 206 York-road, King's Cross. Dépôts all ° v' 1
r,don’

T

Lo«

rC<l":O FREETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen r !*,*
SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street) 
leading Freethinkers

at moderate Pr!.9®flor, if ? \>1 
3TCN ArtiHtO J-*« a,.nni3eJpiitroi

QTANTON, the Pcoplo’s
SoiuerRet House).—TEETH

Dentist, 335
Coo'Ll

li'
^  SomerRet House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, -s* 
or lower set, £ 1. Best Quality, 4a. each ; upper or l°̂ ver’ 
in four hour.! whci. required : repairing or alteration cti<
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy co ^  . esti
platinum. 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s 
I s .; painless by gas, 6s.

stopping:- 3•
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
B o m b  CONSULTATIONS— 10 a.m. to i  f.m ., I os. 6d.;

6 f.m. to S p.m., Js. Patients Visited.
c MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order (or is. 2d.
Tobta*nS ^ ticles. on Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
{¡0 acP9\ The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, Constipa- 
QolJ “ piousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
Tl.  t’ Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms, 

,e *tch, etc.
c MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
HahainSj Art*cdes oc> The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
f0r t, andits Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f  Energy, etc. Advice 
Cou ?e Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Tumours n2WOnn’  H yPochondria» Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

c MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Articles^ on No More Death, Management o f Young Children, Un- 

•̂Und h ^ omestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
Attract' ^ ears> to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Vanrotlvf ;  . On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
\ \ f .  OSe Veins. Rmlc anti Forhnnrlpc Qobat'onnc Tnmorc onrl W»ne H o« It'oir...-Winter Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 
^ cu r y  °Ug *̂ Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

^MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
^ rt' c*es on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 

P°iSonjf ^ood, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
other * , on ĉs» Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and
Y‘ C V i S‘ Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi orMCe Ch‘ L v,ure 01 ounsrrojce, u og cues, rains in tne name, reaicun or

Lp en' Pox> Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, o- VAette»- tti- — „r c. ____ u t?_:j  x_n .
iatica
DIC
5 Arti 
d, Tr;

i 0o*ach,G'Im B01‘. Uo1 -vJvelids p- ̂ 0re Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and

iii2a? c„; better or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer o f the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 
^ c ia t ic a , Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
m e d ic a l  e s s a y s . Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
e on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use

Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon

qq _ ________

the Aged on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for
Toenail ’ rTra n̂ n̂S’ Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
Tomb-A Soil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,

9». Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
°Und’ Llts» Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting, 

Tti ' . * Scalds, Bruises, etc.
Rv 6 ^ Ve r̂°̂ umesi Wrongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

^ ruS Takers^ ^ ^ D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to

: ITS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for 7d.
C O N g m iS  D IG ESTIO N . Post free for 7d.

All th^UMPT I ° N  : ITS N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d.
•J.JV e*e Boohs, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.
4  Bc?nVP^ PH LETS TOR YOUNG M EN . For Postal Order for is. id.
„  FOR M A R R IE D  W OM EN . For Postal Order for is. ad.4 «

0rtlrnunications to be addressed to—

(S DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK
t r u e

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,
j  m o r a l i t y , or t h e  t h e o r y  a n d

PR A C T IC E  OF N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M .
leo By j .  r . HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

*aStt, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

J?°st *° Bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
Î ptr*rv?u  ̂Parta of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages

Price Is., post free.

pp-jrw ui buc uuok. are lusueu in a pampnieb or i ± z  pages
i ° Zei1 p J f t  P0S  ̂*ree Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
The A n /’ , e *

?hlet. tona Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says : “ Mr Holmes’ 
is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-fe e ?“ Hsian tii ‘ “  almost unexceptioname statement or tne meo-

, 8- l l£ iry and Jiractice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
2!?Bu8ian e special value of Mr. Holmee’ service to the Neo- 
tio !?a i& hia U8e andto Buman well-being generally is just his combi- 
c 9a for famifair P* êt-of a P11“ 1 statement of the physical and moral 
lo w 9 s8car«u imitation with a plain account of the means by which it 

T̂ at Possible pr9 aa °®er t0 concorned of the requisites at the

lfet8 have lBe Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
OiT9 Trad. I®0 8F.oken it in very higl! terms.

er order, By R. Foiider, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
J . R  h° Uld be sent t0 the aathor-
^  ' H0 L M ES. HANNEY,  WANTAGE,  B E R K S .

Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
in^Uav ̂  ^ rs- Besant in Law o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr. 

C ? ell-sttei»t o , Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. P ullen, 15 
jy> Ulerkemvell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger

^ b S ^ n h c d  b

ir i'TGC
Ules). Fq '•‘ WKouweii ; z h . per aoz., post iree 

r particulars send stamped envelope.
O s  0( 1^  P O R T A  N T  C A U T I O N .
Ma- ??r<is “ j } .91?8? imitations substituted by tome dealers and chemists, 

3‘Bly intros'16 1 & Oo- ”  and “  I- IF. Rendall ”  being speciously and 
Book UCEd t0 deceive the public.

t'°h A utoqkai' h R egistered Trade Mark.

No. 182,688.
0N RAcn Box, without w nion None are  Genuine.

Dr'Vi>nFte’ w'th Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. (Id., 
Y} t Qnjni f!?y ’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 

* J . HEfSJr» ne Powders! 3<l- Per doz. All prices post free.
15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

64 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,

TH E

HALL OF SCIENCE
LIBEL CASE.

"WITH A

FULL A N D  TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

“ T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”
E d it e d , w it h  I n t r o d u c t io n ,

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

London : K. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by G. W. Foote.
Flowers of Freotbought. First Series. 221 p p ., bound in cloth, 

2s. 6d.
Flowers of Freothought. Second Series. 302 pp ., bound in 

cloth, 2s. 6d.
Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp ., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old Man. An 

exhaustive answer to the R ight Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s “ Im 
pregnable R ock of H oly Scripture.”  Is .; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four N ights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is .; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four N ights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Bosant. I s .; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much onlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; suporior edition, in cloth, Is.
Will Christ Save Us ?  A  Thorough Examination of the Claims 

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the W orld. 6d.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.
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