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PRRFESSOR HUXLEY’S LATEST STATEMENTS.

by( bat Professor Huxley has unfortunately been taken
it from the battle-ground of controversial contention,
U/ of service to note his latest expressions of opinion
&Y ¢ °P1CS with which his name has been more or less
“or ncarly the last half century. It is to us
yifn8.t° know that he did not reserve the final state-
tree °: his views for the last hours of his life, but that he
health™ 'n when he was in comparatively good
state] an®  possession of his mental vigor. From this
Qdlgi which appears in the ninth volume of his
idess U "ssaHs>we learn, without doubt, what his matured
‘dicli ~  uPon many of the most important subjects
plhlic a tate the advanced minds of modern times. His
dnsis. career was a grand specimen of moral and intellectual
fesign ®cy> and his death was a noble example of a peaceful
arrival lon to “ nature’s stern decree.” When the hour
hisgivjlOr b* hoal parting from those he loved, ho had no
jionest S no anxioty as to any future life ; that faith in
PurPosei in sincerity of profession, and in
life, aje™  conduct, which was tho charm of his useful
40 (i |Uately sustained him upon entering the portals of
Agnosu Cat unknown.”  As ho lived, so ho died, an
"tHed*® oav'ng behind treasures of thought that can be
tut,. lu.the endeavor to solve some of the problems of
P,.0je°xistcnce.
sidess8r Huxley was regarded as an authority, upon
Foirt ot Fresthouglit, im reference to several didputed
I0cto'ianc™ 1,0 doubt his writings will still be frequently
tWJ In debate against orthodox conclusions. It will
“test n be useful to bring to the notice of our readers his
W., declarations as to the position he occupied towards
M rfnoting theological theories. In tho last volume of
repeat0 Essays he makes allusions to what he had
Ved 1Y. nrged in various publications which he had
ofthp _u?ng the previous forty years. “If | may speak
5r@ T"ojccts | have had more or less definitely In view
Meflv ~Qgan the ascent of my hillock,” ho says, “ they aro
Milgy tPcse : To promote tho increase of natural know-
°finyfa?. to forward the application of scientific methods
"W - I8ati°n to all tho problems of life to tho best of my
" In the conviction, which has grown with my growth
ilon f°ngthened with my strength, that thero is no allevi-
tbe sufferings of mankind except veracity of
A itis»and Of action, and the resolute facing of the world

A .
asfg?tiregye('f(g thei pr.esent §ta,te of nature, he d(_eicrlbes
~ tr*g="mmerely tho last of
die tnilbe earth’s surface has underg Ojnts out that
“tbe. I0ns of years of its existence. hidden, or has
0 * it AR G HE SionciioroPon here
ed is quite opposed to the ° ears old, and
S tt?is a little over six thousandl yej®  God_
o eliOr’g'n and path of life have ¢ c0 mill'ions of
fleais as it tbe earth having been ~ correct, but it
‘c M ey did, may be scientifically ThQ Biblo
ntradicts the account given in 7 i discovered the
>ail»might have thought that lie -« shown that
ALAL iﬁyitiv life; time, however, has sn......
g.jzlikh § n; e one fact bearing upon this subject
ilya in is reason for believing is, that “at some
V°f Hich® history of the earth, far moro remote than
t’o.~  lorganic remains have been discovered, thoy
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would merge in those low groups in which the boundaries
between animal and vegetable life became effaced.”

The Professor states very clearly his views upon the
theory of Evolution. He did not regard it as an explana-
tion of the cosmic process, but rather as a method of
nature’s operations, and he adds, “evolution excludes crea-
tion, and all other kinds of supernatural intervention and
it “no less excludes that of chance.” Moreover, his opinion
was that scientific knowledge tends to support the belief
that the principle of evolution applies to all existing things—
not merely to plants and animal life, but to the solar
system. Terrestrial life, he urged, exhibits “the tendency
to vary, the causes of which have yet to be ascertained.”
Undoubtedly, to his mind, the theory of evolution was
reasonable, while that of sudden creation, or the shaping
by supernatural power, was contrary to our present
knowledge. This testimony in favor of evolution is the
more valuable, because it comes from one of the most
competent judges upon the subject that the world has
produced. He says: “l do not know that anyone has
taken more pains than | have, during the last thirty years,
to insist upon the doctrine, so much reviled in the early
part of that period, that man, physical, intellectual, and
moral, is as much a product of nature, as purely a product
of the cosmic process, as tho humblest weed.” The changes
observed in animals and plants, he thought, must not bo
attributed only to selection and the struggle for existence.
“In discussions on these topics it is often strangely
forgotten that the essential conditions of the modification,
or evolution, of living things are variation and hereditary
transmission.” As an illustration of this, he instances that
“the wild kale becomes a cabbage, or the wild Viola
tricolor a prize pansy.”

His views upon the Population Question deserve serious
attention, for, in our opinion, whatever tends to throw
light upon this all-important subject is of practical value
to suffering humanity. The question really deals with
what Huxley aptly calls “the serpent that enters every
Eden.” Ho points out that, in the struggle for existence,
“the survival of the fittest” may be of the lowest, as well
as of the highest, forms. “The fittest®” are those best
adapted to changed conditions, and as such they will
survive. He maintains that, so long as man naturally
increases without restraint, the struggle for existence will
go on; and, in his opinion, no social organisation has ever
been devised that will meet the difficulty. This is not our
view, for it appears to us that the trouble is not so much
in discovering a plan to check over-population as in
inducing the masses to act upon it. This is the real
difficulty, and we agree with Huxley that “it is the true
riddlo of the Sphinx, and every nation which does not
solve it will, sooner or later, be devoured by the monster
itself has generated. Judging from an ethical standard,
nothing can be less satisfactory than the position in which
we find ourselves.”

True to his Agnostic principles, he refuses to dogmatise
upon either Materialism or Spiritualism. He repudiates
tho popular exposition of both. Still, as we understand
his philosophy, it is thoroughly Materialistic in its basis.
Ho holds it “ quite correct to say that material changes
aro the result of psychical phenomena.” Further, he
professes to have no knowledge of anything beyond or
apart from the material universe. As to whether
consciousness can exist apart from matter and force, he
writes : “As Kant said on a liko occasion, if anybody can
answer that question, he is just the man | want to see. If
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ho says consciousness cannot exist except in relation of
cause and effect with certain organic molecules, I must ask
how he knows that; and if he says it can, | must put the
same question.” We may remark, in passing, that in our
judgment the two cases are not analogous, inasmuch
as we have undoubted experience that consciousness does
exist in connection with organic molecules, while we have
no evidence that it can be found without them.

The Professor maintains that the bickerings of theology
about things of which nothing is known are the prime
cause of that “ scepticism which is the Nemesis of meddling
with the unknowable.” “Orthodoxy,” he says, “is the
Bourbon of the world of thought, it learns not, neither
can it forget; and, though at present bewildered and afraid
to move, it is as willing as ever to insist that the first
chapter of Genesis contains the beginning and end of
sound science, and to visit with such petty thunderbolts as
its half-paralysed hands can hurl those who refuse to
degrade nature to the level of primitive Judaism.”
Finally, he submits that the safety of morality does not
depend on Christian inheritance, for, “if the Stoics and
the Jews revoked their bequests, the moral property of
Christianity would realise very little.” He was a firm
believer in “that fixed order of nature which sends social
disorganisation upon the track of immorality, as surely as
it sends physical disease after physical trespasses.”

As to the future of mankind, he held that evolution does
not lead to any final state of permanent bliss ; but he was
no misanthrope ; he saw no limit to intelligence, investiga-
tion, and combined effort, in modifying the conditions of
existence, and even the nature of man himself. In trying
to solve the problems of life he advises that we should take
the good which falls in our way and bear the evil with
stout hearts, while endeavoring to diminish it. “ So far,
we all may strive in one faith towards one hope :(—

It may be that the gulphs will wash us down,
It may be wo shall touch the Happy Isles,

..................... but something ere tho ond,
Somo work of noble note may yet be done.”

Charles Watts.

BURNING THE BIBLE.

There is a common myth that Freethinkers burn their
Bibles, and desire all others to do so. | have never come
across such a case, or even read of an authenticated
instance; though it may possibly have happened when,
at the French Revolution, churches wero desecrated and
bells taken for cannon by infuriated mobs. | have found
English Freethinkers well acquainted with the book, and
anxious to enlighten others as to the real contents of a
volume far more reverenced than read. But Freethought
works havo often been put under tho ban of tho Church,

and burnt at the hands of the public hangman. Nay,
their authors havp sometimes shared the same fate. The
Church has burnt rival Bibles wholesale. In Spain,

Cardinal Ximencs had every copy of tho Koran that could
bo procured taken from their owners and the libraries, and
destroyed. Five thousand are said to have been burnt in
one holocaust. But this was outdone by the collection and
burning at Cremona of twelve thousand copies of tho
Talmud. At this period, be it remembered, the Moslems
and Jews wero the chief cultivators of literature.

The attempts of the oldest and greatest of the Christian
Churches to suppress the circulation of the Bible is matter
of history. In tho twelfth century Pope Innocent III.
prohibited tho reading of tho Bible in the common tongue.
Tho Council of Toulouse (1229) forbade the reading of tho
Bible in any vernacular language, and decreed that no
layman should have in his possession any of tho books of
tho Old or New Testament. Tho Council of Terragona
orders that any priest or layman, who possesses a translation
of the Bible and does not surrender it within eight days to
be burnt, shall be deemed a heretic. The famous Council
of Trent affirmed that no Bible should bo hold or read
except by priests, and this canon remains unrepealed.
This Council condemned wholesale tho works of the most
notorious herotics, i.e. reformers. In 1557 Paul IV.
published at Romo the first official Index Librorum
Prohibitorum. His Index includes all Bibles in modern
languages, enumerating forty-eight editions chiefly printed
in countries still undor the jurisdiction of tho Church.
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| have recently come across a pamphlet, entitled A’
Trial and Conviction of a Franciscan Monh at Mayo”¢F -
Assises, 1852,for Burning and Blaspheming th< Holy Script11t >
with Observations on the. Fad, and the Defence Madeforf m
the Rev. P. M’Loskey, A.B., Curate of Castlebar (B®
George Herbert; 1852). | shall not trouble much :
the reverend gentleman’ observations on * this ho«ld
transaction ”’; but the trial itself is, for several reason3d "
interest to Freethinkers, and, | think, has not yet ~
noticed in any of the publications on the law, and
aspects, of blasphemy. at

The Franciscan monk in question is given in this rep
as “John Syngian, alias Brother John.” His real n\
was John St. John. The case came before the Balhnr@n
Petty Sessions, March 1, 1852. The charge was that
defendant, “on the 23rd of November last, at Capp® ~
did burn a copy of the New Testament, and did, a ,,
same time and place, profanely scoffat the Holy Scriptll
It was thought that the prosecution was under wha
late Sir James Fitzjames Stephen called the ““crQva
statute” of 9 and 10 William I11.; but, as in all ~
cases of blasphemy, the common law was relied uP°rtm
this statute demands, among other matters, that inform*
shoulu bo mado within four days of tho offence.
counsel for the complainant relied on 1 Hawkins, g,
Nunn and Walsh, 445, to show the monk had com®1l
an offence at common law. Callaghan McCarthy f f
that he saw two monks at the bridgo of Cappaduff,
of them in the act of burning the New Testament.
ho asked whether he was burning the Word of A
ho said it was not the Word of God, but the Word 0
Devil, and he would burn every one he could lay*

J. Sheridan, in corroboration, described the monks P1 ~
the covers back to back, holding the open leaves °v ~
fire. “ The monk said it was the Devil’s Book—ada® "~
and heretical book; said he would burn thousands 0 j
if he could get them.” The Rev. Hamilton To”jj jt
rector of Ballyovey, also testified to the fact. “H° *
was the Devils Book—Luther’s book—damnabe *
heretical, and that he would burn every one he c°Il f te
The monk was sent to trial. “For some HME #GFffern
excitement was very great, and Protestant clergy®en
very grossly insulted in the streets.” .

The monk was brought up at the Mayo Assl
March 6, beforo Baron Lefroy. The proceedings a™"»
vast interest and excitement. Tho indictment set 0 jvjrg
not having the fear of God before his eyes, but PonteSt&t
and intending to scandalise and vilify the true 1r ~
religion as by law established within these realmsg)
blaspheme the Holy Gospel of God and of our..” nor 0
Savor Jesus Christ, did, etc.,, to tho great . in
Almighty God, and in contempt of tho Protestant  »dS
etc. Mr. Keogh, Q.C., defended, and sevoio y"
examined tho witnesses on many points, suctl'versio8
differences between the Authorised and the Douay s
He elicited that the Rev."Mr. Townsend said g
Church of Rome was damnable and idolatrous. pook
after tho traverser said the Bible was tho PeVIt]fit itjj
This clergyman was asked : “ Do you, sir, bolievo mll
a Christian thing to go amongst a Catholic peopw», IP
them that their religion is idolatrous and damn;11” gjid
fenced with tho question a good bit. Mr. K®'tiiy01l
“Now, sir, if you were to remain at that table fou
were made a bishop of, | will mako you fin,jeye it
question.” And at last he did answer : “1 do >
Mr. Keogh : “ Then go down, sir.” . KenAI

Mr. Keagh, @@. (#dterwands, k expect, Juy&0dat< g
made a spirited defence, which was frequently alg”cjOti
He attacked the Church Missionaries and Bible oS¢l
who, he said, “ clubbed their monoy together t° | Op 1
this man.” His client believed tho Authorised ~
be a spurious version, etc. “You will not send 1io y0j
to gaol for burning what in his conscience he bo . Jo«c
not tho word of God, while other men return to  0,, ti'd
to enjoy the honors and emoluments conferred 'y
for doing that which, if it bo not a violation of "OV®A
is undoubtedly a breach of that law whicﬂ trjcufj
human statutes, and by which you and S %I]Ioribqo
the bar of judgment,” etc.

s dl

He appealed to y

the breach between Protestants and Oathohcs 17 {r
justice in mercy to one who conscientiously glic'y
them in belief. It was evidently a rousing sRRCm’thaii

a loud burst O'applause. But Baron Lefroy

thoy must stick to law and fact, and they r
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erdict of Guilty. Thd prosecuting counsel said the Crown
'unot wish to press fbr punishment, the object being to
[. a stop to such acts; and his lordship sentenced the
Prisorer to give bail, imself in £20, and two sureties in
ueach, to keep the Jeace for seven years, and to come
Ptor judgment when called upon, getting ten days’ notice,
And so the majost' of the Protestant fetish book was
indicated, and thus ended the case of Bible burning in
' ay°- J. M. Wheeler.

TOLSTOlI AND THE GOSPELS.

tn™J'01” ~ ough a Christok ter, is not a Bibliolater, or
atiTt ®er  fho letter of the Bible. In his prefaco to his
"oril '°nS On the Gospels no says: “In the civilised
'ft 11to~Nay there is no people except our Russian people
. mthanks to the censor, are able to ignore the labors of
BH%QU&’\CrltiCiSm during the last century, and to retain
d'dingOnuous belief that the gospels of Matthew, Mark,
SD "Uke were written exactly as they are, each one
axiKit®o and entirely by the author to whom they are
opin’ The reader must not forget that such an
x4 10n is based on an ignorance of all the labors of science,
géﬂ"Ossesses to-day about the same value that the opinion
" i 0 hast century possessed, according to which the
that ah°ut the earth. The reader must not forget
°fal 6 kyuoptie Gospels in their present form are the fruits
amissOng evolution, of an indefinite series of additions and
of J ? » >that they are the product of the imagination

the tT . difitatpia men, and not at all the product of
the °~  rit>which might have spoken by the voices of
O ™ sts. The reader must not forget that the

of th V n their present form are in no wise the testimony
s'ch  Ap°stles and the immediate disciples of Jesus; that
irst asserti°n is a fiction which will not onI?/ not stand
%m criticism, but is based on nothing, unless on the
pious souls that it might be so.
ptifr Jrin8 the centuries the Gospels have been collected.
8rip®’Aidarged,, explained. The most ancipnt manu
+ tnat wo have date from the fourth century, are
runctu 'y~hout sdaces between the words, and without
Mer th fn—n sdch a waly, indeed, that, even directly
the mfl folrth and fifth century, thoy were the object of
yaribiti divergent interpretations, and gave riso to
°Wht ?ns  which about 50,000 are counted. The reader
a”i(] ,? have these things present in his mind in order to
i»’3pels G °Pinion. which is so popular with us, that the
tlok d ?amo down to us in thoir ?resent form from the
p . Pint.”
8 iflrc it is_a_wonder that Tolstoi does not go
rthgP\aﬁl a(fmit we have no historical certainty ab(?ut
out'""V bat>instead of this, lie. proceeds to evolvo a Christ
Phile°f own inner consciousness, like the German
Sopher who thus evolved the camel.

adventures of a parable.
It

fj~hles "Jecn suspected that the New Tostamont
k v® beengfltcd Lrom further east, and some closo ones
fOoa P ,°”pd in the Buddhist books, for Gautama
tj e j i0 In parables to enlighten tho wise, and not
reason ascribed to Jesus. “That seeing

°t ilnpand not perceive, and hearing they may hear

(k vat@ " gSand, lest at any time thoy should bo

L2t iy thoir sins should be forgiven them”
(s “Y In Mr. A. Lillie’s little book on 1'he

"Oy@m ‘"ddhism on Primitive Christianity lie gives
vAn at nudha’s parables of the Prodigal Son, tho

(mlt)" Mono,!0 Well, and the Blazing Mansion. .
r®@H- Conway, in the Open Court, of Chicago
’s belfev' m 011 tbc Parable of the Talents, which, he
<Wa- In v, by Professor Jacobi to havo originated in
to j°.Un? xlv. of The Sacred Books of the East,
IK f™hyaru ain Scriptures, tho Professor translates the
U”bich contains a parable of tho Three
0°fJaj . ~is Mr. Virchand Gandhi, the represen-
Ism at tho Chicago Parliament of Religions,
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made for Mr. Conway a more careful
follows —

“Three merchants set out on thmr travels, each with
his capital. One of them gained much ; the second
returned with his [orilginal] capital; the third returned,
having lost his capital.

“The capital is human life, the gain its perfection.
Losing that capital, man must be born the denizen of a
degraded world, a brute animal. There are two paths
the evil man must tread—physical degradation, moral
misery. For the slave of lust forfeits both outer and
inner life : having forfeited these, he must suffer those
two conditions of unhappiness; and it will be difficult
for him to attain an upward course for along time. He
who returns with his capital unincreased is born again,
an unimproved man. Those who, through exercise of
various' virtues, become religious householders are the
twice-born men; for all beings reap the fruit of their
actions. But he who increased his capital is to be com-
loared to one who practises eminent virtues. The excel-
ent man attains with joy the state of the most perfect
beings in the universe.”

Such is the Jain parable, and, as Jainism is older than
Buddhism, which is older than Christianity by five hundred
years, it was pretty certainly uttered before our era. Tho
next trace of it is in the Gospel according to the Hebrews,
the earliest Christian Gospel of which we have any record.
The exact words are lost, but the substance is preserved by
Eusebius ( Theophania).—

translation, as

“The Gospel which comes to us in Hebrew characters
has directed the threat, not against the hider [of his
talent], but against the abandoned liver. For it has
included three servants, one which devoured the sub-
stance with harlots and flute-women, and one which
multiplied, and one which hid the talent: then that
one was accepted, one only blamed, and one shut up in
prison.”

“There is here evidence that in one, and,” says Mr.
Conway, “I1 have no doubt, the earliest, use of the
parable by Jesus it contained a feature of the Prodigal
Son.” In this earliest Christian, or Essene, version the
Prodigal was not welcomed home again, but imprisoned.
This (says Mr. Conway, whose article we follow and con-
dense) continues the moral lesson of the Jain parable. But
when we next meet tho story it is strangely altered. This
is in Matthew xxv., where neither of the three servants has
lost the money entrusted to him; punishment is awarded
to the servant who was given least, and who merely kept
that without increasing it. The ethical significance of the
Hindu and Hebrew versions, which applied the parable to
personal conduct, is in Matthew detached by the curious
order that the one talent shall be taken from him who did
not multiply it, and given to him who, with five times as
much capital, had doubled it. But the servant with two
talents had also doubled them, and why was the larger
capitalist favored ? It is no explanation to say: “For
unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance; but from him that hath not shall be taken
even that which he hath.” Why 1 This version of the
parable diverts it from ecpiitable human affairs, and the
only thing it seems to fit is the issue between the Jewish
and the Gentilo converts. Matthew was written in the
interest of the Jewish Christians, who claimed supremacy
in the coming Messianic dominion. They were the servant
given five talents, the Gentile converts, not being under
the Abrahamic covenant, receiving only two; while tho
unconverted Gentiles, who were given one talent, in being
offered tho Gospel, but did not improve their opportunity,
must bo cast into outer darkness. This unimproved talent
is transferred to the Jewish Christians, because they added
acceptance of the Messiah to the advantage of being the
chosen people. That the Matthew version was aiming at
something of this controversial kind is confirmed by the
fact that the parable is here connected with descriptions of
tho coming of Christ to judge and rule the world. These
notions and issues belong to a time long after the death of
Jesus, and ho could not have spoken any such parable as
that recorded in Matthew.

In Luke, written in tho interest of Gentile Christians,
tho parable presents another remarkable change. Here we
find human equality : each servant is entrusted with the
same sum—one mina. One increases it by ten, and rules
ten cities; another by five, and rules five cities; while the
third, who hid his mina, simply loses it. Here also the
unincreased money is given to the servant who had earned
ten, but in this case there is no unfairness : this one had
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received no more than the others, and had shown twice as
much industry as the servant who, with the same capital,
had earned only five minas. In Luke the Gentile Christian
reminds the Jewish that if he receives more it must not be
by favoritism, as the version in Matthew implies, but by
larger service : the tribal Jahveh has given way, under the
influence of the Roman Empire, to a wider conception.

It is noticeable that in the three Christian versions given
above the number of traders in the Hindu parable persists
—three. In Luke the parable sets out with ten servants,
perhaps a relic of some version of the Ten Virgins which
immediately precedes it in Matthew; but only three are
called to account. The accounts of the parable are
manifestly discrepant, but Mr. Conway seems to think
that the real Jesus did in some form use this ancient
Oriental parable of the Three Merchants, and that the real
version lies between—that is, the Gospel according to the
Hebrews and that according to Luke. We prefer to believe
that it was the utterance of no particular man, but has gone
through many hands, being redacted in the interest of
various doctrines. If the real Jesus be discoverable at all,
it is far more probable he was the narrow Jew, who said he
was but sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, rather
than like the travelled Paul, who had imbibed some of the
principles of Roman civilisation.

SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS.—XI.

John Stewaet.

John Stewaet, commonly known as “Walking Stewart,”
and in bis own day characterised as “ Philosopher Stewart,”
has been several times written about, yet remains very little
known. De Quincey consecrated an article to his memory,
but dwelt rather upon his eccentricities and exploits than
his opinions. It is, of course, chiefly as a Freethinker that
lie is here considered. Of Scotch origin, though born in
London in 1749, John Stewart possessed characteristic
Scotch hardihood, restless energy, and independence.
Educated at Harrow and the Charterhouse, at the age of
sixteen he entered the service of the East India Company,
and went out to Madras. Disappointed of advancement, in
two years, he quitted this employment, writing to the
directors that “ he was born for nobler pursuits than to bo a
copier of invoices and bills of lading to a company of grocers,
haiierdashers, and cheesemon?ers." Smitten with what
Leslie Stephen ventures to call “the characteristic passion
of the wise and good—the passion for walking,” which
perhaps is mainly atavism from a nomadic state, he went on
toot all over Hindostan “to become acquainted with the
customs, laws, languages, and temperament of the inhabi-
tants.” He entered the service of Hyder Aly, first as
interpreter, and afterwards as military officer, rising to the
rank of general. He was wounded in battle, and aEpIied for
leave of absence to consult a surgeon at one of the European
settlements. The re(west was acceded to b{ H%/der, after
some hesitation ; but his escort had orders to kill him, which
design Stewart penetrating, he made his escape, seizing a
favorable moment to plunge into a river and swim across.
His swiftness of foot enabled him to outstrip his pursuers.
He subsequently entered the service of the Nawaub of Arcot,
became his private secretary, and eventually Prime Minister.
He was not paid at the time, but many years after, when the
East India Company liquidated the Nawaub’s debts, he
received £10,000 for his services. He walked from India
through Persia, Armenia, and Turkey, to Europe. Crossing
the Persian Gulf, a storm arose, and the crew were for
casting him overboard like Jonah, but he persuaded them to
compromise by immurin? him in a hencoop, and suspending
him at the yard-arm till the storm abated. He had many
adventures, and gave his testimony that, in all countries, it
was safer to travel unarmed. To the credit of human
nature, be relates that whenever he made people under-
stand that he trusted them they showed no disposition to
do him injury. He travelled on foot through Germany,
Italy, Iranee, and Spain, settling for a while in Paris.
Having walked through England, Scotland, and Ireland, he
rosse: thde Atlar&tic in 1791, and perambulated tho United
States and Canada.

When he came into his fortune, he settled down in
Cockspur-street, Pall Mall, that ho might be “in tho full
tide of existence,” and ?ave private Sunday evening concerts.
Among_ his personal friends and acquaintances were the
Free[:gTBkers Thomas Paine, Clio Itickman, William Godwin,
and Robert Owen.

Hogg, in his Life of Percy Bysshe Shelley (ii., 328), mentions
the famous Walking Stewart” as “a tall, hard-featured,
middle-aged man, impatiently forcing his way through the
crowd that commonly impedes tho passage across \Wost-
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minster Bridge,” and says “his chic  jlight was to il
the rate of five miles an hour, straigl on end, as long
was light. In the evening he sought jterary and scienn
conversation, and the commerce of w s.” Hogg gives "'r*
is probably a highly-colored anecdoti ‘oncerning his PartlJ
He says : “He complained to Williai Godwin : “You,
the other great wits of the day, seldc icome to my even*i
parties, and | know why you do notc me. Itis becausey
are afraid that the good things whif i you say will be ~ j
but, I assure you, you are mistaken- Not a single word
be thrown away; nothing will lost. | have ta ~
effectual precautions to prevent it. 1 have engaged twe*
eminent shorthand writers ; they are placed behind sOfLey
in different parts of the roomvery judiciously posted. M .
take down whatever they hear, and report it to "ifLejd
nothing can escape them. So fear not; not a word wd
lost; talk your best!'” . . . J
A more veracious account is given in The Reminiscence J
Alaric Watts, who describes | im as an ascetic epicure.
was a vegetarian, eschewing like the Brahmins, meat
intoxicants, yet concerning’ himself with the delect»,
of his guests. Watts says : “One of his most cIQ®as
friends was Robert Owen, of New Lanark, who was, frite
welcomed with great cordiality, and was a general fa'
with the younger guests. His manners exhibited the
ideal of bonhomie, genial to all, and to the young most .p
and paternal.” Stewart in 1803 gave ““Lectures on
Human Mind and tho Study of Man,”and he wrote nume ~
books expounding his philosophic views. They hadstra h»
sounding titles, such as The Sophiometer, The Tocsin 0j« fj(
Life, The Revelation of Nature, The Revolution °f N
Book of Intellectual Life, and Opus Maximum. The ny
were as strange. A solitary thinker wanderingamong  dof
nations, Stewart had acquired a thought and languag” a
his own. As De Quincey remarks : “Potentially, he
great man.” But he lacked power of popular expositio
expression. e
e Quincey, who was much struck with the eloque ” jjis
his_conversation, lays his finger on a damning , ;cisiD?
writings, in saying “‘he was everlastingly metapby®
against metaphysics.” A few quotations may 11 :sit
both his views and his style. “With what weak® ¢ (0
asserted that matter is inert, while each atom iLt.g of
the contrary ! Where do we discover matter desti
power? Is it in the minute Particles of the v j jp
poisons ? or is it in the atoms of inflammable air ou 7,1
the earth, which preciﬁitates whole cities into ruins  \er;
where is the particle that does not possess electric® 1 er,
chemical affinity, and gravity ? And this partia J
multiplied and combined with organic power Is(j,nporei|

JHUMUO X1 UIUWW } VIrUUIOVU QA GO W »-——- g \)\/J{]
instrument of music of five strings, which corrf"P, dMant
the five senses. The intellectual faculties hold,t*ie jje O£th0
play, and the passions form the stops upon the b®?) netfusl/
instrument; and if just tones are produced, simul m*at is
or successively, their harmony or melody *0ljruappiDes?
called an agreeable tune or air, or well-being and intl't
of which man himself possesses consciousness; a;
power he is superior to, and differs from, the J ;jOgopH
instrument.” He advocated what he called “thep fipire-
of Materialism ” and the “ perfectibility of huma , afjpe
De Quincey says : “Like the late Mr. Shelley, 3(ctjon ' ,é
vague enthusiasm, and lofty aspirations in conn™ " jjiiG **
human nature generally and its hopes ; and,n anj ®
strove to give steadiness, a uniform directio > ~ej »
intelligible purpose to these feelings, by fitting 1
scheme of philosgphical gpinio‘qs.” of K
opMsis Weaithrs B9 S0 Sives tho following account U t
only of revealed ’L>ch? | Se'l'f ° dt to Iinvo_Iv.e therejection”
", Pt .
Kind-hearted an(jJ benevolent to ¢ ’ermahge%’tgm%efevéﬁi”‘
his whim to ascribe his sympathies for his ra
of mere selfishness. He supposed that then; ‘va‘ ajj
transmutation of constituent atoms betwee Juw  t
brought within the sphere of reciprocal inline t
the process was regular and invariable. He , stTUs eA
there was any manifestation of intelligence W Jisdal!;rg
of the globe, or of the bodies on its surface, a
whotly any belief in the existoRdel of ®WS(HQiigh ja.
deity.” Deé Quincey said in Tails Magazine, thoug, . g
not reprint the observation in book form : “ m.wv’e@q'(fsdl‘t
deliberate and resolute an Atheist as canevern vl s ,,
but for all that, and although wishing, for |u . jia( fRjy
that he had been a more religious man, or at le<e syjnPa ce
greater reverence for such subjects, and a CISi u,nan r,{1
with that which for so vast a majority of tne
must ever constitute their sole consolation 1t
calamity, still 1 could not close my e"lsiltion a °
evidenced whieh his writiireys and bis wm@rpjnozigﬂ
of a true grandeur of mind; and of a calm >
of contemplative reverie.” ddj .
Amid his eccentricities, both of thought ugok 1
many good tilings, He said with S p in @R athi®
identity ourselves with nature.” M€ Was
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jJaaes original and deep, but without method. He
e " ~1Llt the min 1 should be regarded, “ not as a sack of
(b ncei .but as an instrument of sense.” Travel and
satnaion ke hrefOlred to books and knowledge. He
(VA most important action of my life ‘was to
. f ate myself and wipe away the evil propensities and
u*ite nonsense of school instruction. | soon discovered
tut yiaxims OB virtue would availHittle @gainst the
dispositions of violence,” fraud, cruelty, Talsetiood,
Gr MPerstitious insanity.”” He thought that most minds
1Tt?i, over‘much sail with too slim a rudder. So he says :
t“human mind should be taught to think before it is
befo 10 bnow, and the rudder of reason should be fixed
adre- e mind is launched into the ocean of life.” Virtue
Chri: Tce>ho said, are synonymous with wisdom and folly.
tw s~ tz he calls a more ridiculous system of superstition
( the Pagan Pantheon. “This Christian superstition,”
i j mues, “brought on the Ion? period of the dark ages,
no)v exists in defiance of all the progress of science,
liter»* 6 Iutercourse of civilised government in commerce,
netur ire’ a<? travels.” He says : “All appeal to super-
prdfj,al er universal power is downright insanity. Man can
tive r°ny m an appeal to the intelligible and communica-
discer °Wers j0”reason in bis own_ species.” “Intellectual
bo says, “would avoid the excess of wealth,
the ],,aways produces corresponding poverty, and often
(rom frightful evils. It would seek to deduce good
of Tpevib so to modify war that it may become the mears
and ci® Meoerci®n that it may become the means of liberty,
of n ,1% ngﬂovernment that its powiar may ICE)Iecome the meanﬁ
v 1 rosperity in reconcilin ublic interest wit
“E;‘*@ie gooo,.p" Py ap

Irlsfimes he shows a touch of wit, as when he says the
ey Holies have “only Father Murphy’s supparin the
tPotont® ke them.” ~ His travels gave him a good
AutenC.?/ his wwn mumrgmm He dicpuitss thieir beiitig
“an Englishman would buy a house
divid(; a foreigner would finish the bargain of an egg.”
;i:."ésH, 80c.iety into seven classes—viz., sava?e, pastoral,
cat\ ,sci?ntific, confederate, and perfectible life. He
NE:] missions to the lower classes from the superior
doctri , i° teach them, as has been the practice, the silly
higiu 1°S* mythology and metaphysics, to make fools of
Siences” practical secular education in useful arts and
"""" ev He_notes how the offer of a reward for a
Nildren WeePmg invention did away with the cruelty of
effect.  (i**Pmg _chimneys, which religion was_unable to
#l_lepjo ffeligion,” he remarks, “demands implicit assent to
~Atm n's upon pain of punishment, which disposes
“reach Of to indolence of examination, ignorance, and a
%fines Probity.” “Reflection, rising superior to the narrow
Cripreh Ot .leiigious creeds and mythological dogmas, and
riani (J; encbng the vast circle of nature’s laws relative to
the m°°M rs the end of his being to be the improvement
be Q ’jmdane system in time and futurity.”

>y eftr ¥ who knew him well, says : “He was aman of
A a°fdinary geniiis. He has generally been treated
“It this »vho have spoken of him in print as a madman.

01th Bns a ngtage, and ﬂust have been founded chiefl
r’«o of Bis Besks: e was a man of fervid mind,
5?tves S Jlme aspirations; but ho was no madman. or, if
« uue i say that it is so far desirable ta be a madman.”
?Pfe;}sin 6« 4escribes his countenance as striking, and as
thcw.?,, the union of benignity with philosophic habits
In describing his own characteristics, Stewart,

iH”ent th ) says : “I have learnt to pity, and not
kiteraloase Passions.of athers,; and when te an angry or
tilarhin irvéation 1 reply with complacent language, 1t Is
ving S my own superigrity of moral temperament, and
ﬂf;sical coat I.af Ret to fe’ inted With meral as With
afriaco magion. A philosopher may catch the small-pox
. J-Mersant,_but if he catches %lmpassm&s,dl must be
I.Zf'WHsarﬁ (betPFébruary, 1 sand TR WY KWl
’ A. pounds to Edinburgh University, which lie
_ regain l0st; liberal institution of the kind. His

, Yheiip,, %ﬁjrlous, |II-shaRen, rugged mass pf unrefined
co, WitH much smelting, precfous metal can-still be

J. M. WHEELER.

Ifgj tovas of Gom

e~eple us7fltruly enough, it is a mere fallacy, because
s 'utUally 0., dame name for things, the ideas of which
Isolde délin™- usive, to rank such opjiosito opinions under
1 Unitv lUaati°n.  If the .Jowsays that the Deity is
6'per becai ,a- that it is sheer blasphemy to say that
Jfeitarian Incarnate in the person of a man; and if
i n Ulier; ST that the Deity is numerically three, as
ou fii pafly one, and that'it is sheer blasphemy to
buT that "."not so become incarnate, it is obvious
of fleacb must be logically held to deny the

e other’s Deity.—Professor Huxley, “ Hume,”

THE FREETHINKER.

533

FRENCH VIEWS OF ENGLISH RELIGION.

Max ORell and his opinions on John Bull and his Island
are pretty well known ; but as it is always well to see our-
selves as others see us, we comply with the suggestion of
a friend across the Atlantic to reprint some passages
exhibiting his views of John Bull’s religion.

“Those agents of the Bible Society, with their tracts, are
terrible bores. You meet with them in omnibuses, in trains,
in the streets, everywhere. With a hypocritical smile they
beg I)(/ou to accept a tract. Your best plan, if you would
quickly have done with them, is to accept the piece of paper,
put it In your pocket, and say, ‘ Thank you.” | met with one
once who made quite a dead set at me.

“*Sir,” he began, ‘God commands every man to repent.’

) I | t_k(]jank you for reminding me, but I had not forgotten
it,” | said.

““Ah !sir, you are a foreigner; seek salvation, save your
soul, whilst you are in this country.’

“*Have you the keys of Paradise, then ? | asked him ;
‘and is that your calling to bother people in this manner |
Leave me alone.’

““Sir, believe me, all men are sinners.
one.’

“*| agree with you,’ | exclaimed.
“*Yes; but he repented.’

“*There was room for repentance.’
“1The repentance should make us forget the crime.’
“1Exactly. But why, then, do you hang your criminals V
added, for I was beginning to be amused at the turn the
conversation had taken.

“‘Because, by executing them, whilst they are in a state
of repentance, we send them to Paradise. [f we set them at
liberty, they would return to a state of sin.’

“*“Now, tell me,” said | to him, ‘for you seem to be an
intelligent man, would you receive in your house, at your
table, with your good wife and children, aman who he<lcaused
the death of another in order to make love more easily to his
wife, but who had afterwards repented 1 Would you not
welcome more warmly one who had never had occasion to
repent of such crimes as those of David T

“*Ah T he replied, ‘your levity is out of place. Laugh at
me, if you like; we shall see in the end who will be on the
laughing side. We shall meet again on the Last Day.” After
giving me this appointment he left me, with a look more
Jeering than Christian, I am sorry to say.”

David himself was

A little further on he observes —

“Amon% the other Sunday heroes, the street preachers
must not be forgotten. They are generally conceited work-
men, who, having received from Heaven a mission to go and
convert their fellow-creatures, relate their experience of life
to the public : how they were once nothing but miserable
sinners, how they have seen the error of their ways and
become converted, and how easy it is for others to do
likewise. They take up their stand in some open place, in
parties of five or six, accompanied by one or two old maids.
Here, more than anywhere, old maids offer to God that
which they have had no chance of giving to men—a pure
and loving heart. A circle is formed, and a monotonous
hymn sung ; this is to attract the passers-by. One of the
party steps forward, takes off his hat, collects his thoughts
In it, and commences his discourse. The theme nover varies.
1My dear friends, death is at hand : are you prepared to
meet it T A crowd soon gathers round, silentand respectful.
It is not a religious silence, but a simple mark of that
boundless respect which is entertained in England for the
Iibertlx of meeting. The men smoke their pipes and listen ;
it is the only distraction to be had on Sundays, so they avail
themselves of it. They do not pray, but, on the other hand,
neither do they mock.” The sermons are dull twaddle, and
generally full of personal experiences. ‘My dear friends,
said one of these street evangelists, ‘I am happy to be able
to say that | am saved ; that 1 am now on my way to
heaven. A month ago | could not have said this ; | was the
slave of the Devil.” Indeed, it was easy to see he was
telling the truth, for le diable sur son nez avait marque ses
exploits."

Huxley and Positivism.—In the interest of scientific
clearness | object to say that | have a soul, when I mean all
tim while that my organism has certain mental functions
which, like the rest, are dependent upon its molecular com-
position, and come to an end when | die ; and | object still
more to affirm that | look to a future life when all that I
mean is that the influence of my sayings and doings will bo
more or less felt by a number of people after the physical
components of that organism are scattered to the four winds.
—T. H. Huxley.
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINT.

I'm a Protestant high-croaker, wearing broadcloth and white

choker,
And each Sabbath-day | pound the pulpit well;
You ought to hear me howling, bull-bellowing, and yowling,
While I’'m sending all the sinners’ souls to hell.

The Creation and the Flood, holy Jesus and lamb’s blood,
Is the lingo that I din into their ears ;
And if thellt won’t keep them civil, then | soon trot out the
Devil:
It’s the way all parsons play upon their fears.

Blessed Jesus, hear me pray ; oh, take my sins away,
And souse me with the Holy Ghost and fire ;
Snatch me up to Kingdom-come, by the power of Jurnbo-

jum;
Let me join the blessed tantra-raring choir.

I’m a sanctimonious duffer, a hocus-pocus bluffer,
A ranting, roaring cock-a-doodle Jl)oo ;

In a fisticuffing bout I can knock the Devil out—
I’m an ordained, very liev’rend Bugaboo.

I live on cake and pie that the willing fools supply—
They don’t know that I’'m a consecrated fake;

So, sinners, bow the knee, and hand your cash to me,
Or I'll chuck you all into the burning lake.

—Ilronclad Age. Anna K

ACID DROPS.

Accoudinc to the Bible, the mother of all mankind, Mrs.
Eve, was presented to her husband in a state of complete
nudity, and as Mr. Adam was in the same condition there
was nothing to shock his modesty. When they took to
eating apples—whatever that may mean; and all sorts of
dirtﬁ conjectures have been hazarded—they became ashamed
of their nakedness and commenced tailoring. Ever since
the men have been very much concerned about the women’
clothing. They are even now kicking up a fuss about their
riding bicycles in a rational dress. They have been doing
it, of all places, in Paris, and a rumor got abroad that the
Prefect of Police intended to issue an order prohibiting
women from wearing masculine attire within the fortilica-
tions. But the professors of the great teaching institutions
have begged that the order may not be made operative in
the Latin Quarter. They declare that since the ladies
dropped their coquettish costumes, and took to wearing
knickerbockers, they have lost all charm for the students,
who are now attending to their classes with unwonted
assiduity. This should be an eye-opener to the Philistine
busybodies.

Lady cyclists are numerous in Paris, and many of them
adopt the rational dress, which ﬂives great offence in clerical
circles. A Church dignitary tells an editor of Gil Bias that
he is determined to refuse every sacrament to women coming
to ask it in a lady cyclist’s dress. “This,” says the Paris
correspondent of the Daily News, “is serious news for cycle
manufacturers, but they must not despair. Priests are now
forbidden to go on cycles through their parishes, not that
the bishops think it wrong to do so, but it may shock strait-
laced Catholics, and set Freethinkers lhughing.”

The priests may preach as much as they like, but they will
never affect female fashions. They will no more put down
knickerbockers than they put down low bodices. Moliere
satirised the priesthood in making Tartulie paY such atten-
tion to bare bosoms. The clergy were constant gexclaiming,
“Hide, oh hide, those hills of snow.” ly the poor
wretches knew their own weakness.

Probal

.Mr. Lewis Morris contributed a poem on “Armenia” to
Monday’s Daily News. 11 contains two good lines- -Ix>th
borrowed ; one from Milton and Wordsworth, the other
from lsaiah. The rest is the poet’s own, and it strikes us
as rather wooden. Mr. Morris is nothing if not pious, yet
he puts the following questions without answering them :—

What? Has God’s thought forgot
His pcoplo’s woes? Doth His avortod car
No more their cries of hopeless anguish hear

The wail for precious lives, which now are not ?
Shall not the all-seeing Eye

Look downward from the dumb, unheeding sky,
And with aglance confound the might of 111?

Mr. Morris’s “God1 is apparently too laly to exert himself*
A single “glance,” it seems, would suffice to settle the Turk»
but “the one above ” doesn’t even wink.
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lleally the Star should be more careful. It reprinted
concluding lines of Mr. Lewis Morris’s poem, and S*? y
author’s name as “ Mr, William Morris.” Fancy the A®
and Socialist poet—who is a poet—wrLing stuff like tVB,

Avrise, oh puissant Christendo»l, be strong !
God’s voice within you calls, the voice of Fate ! n

Calling upon a “puissant” thin? to “ be strong” is
tautology ; and how can a voice I i at the same time
and Fate’sl One or the other, Mr. Lewis Morris, 11J
please. It can’t be both.

e Y:

Christianity is a glorious religion, and oh how I jjr,
liberty! Over at Boston, the,hub of the universe»,™™
W. T. Curtis, who advocates “The New Brotherhood »
“infidel” lines, applied to the mayor for a permitto F 10
on Boston Common, where religious orators hold to* jer
crowds of Beople. The permit being denied him—or
no notice being taken of his application—Mr. Curtis ~
without one, and was arrested, fined, and sent to gaol- , dij
now for the opposite side of ‘he picture. “Eight none
reputable citizens of Kb  County, Tennessee,” vjcts
Boston Globe, “are now working side by side with co "
in a chain-gang on the public highway.” They 06’ie dOrF
seventh day of the week to be the Lord’s Day, and jay.
ingly they go quietly about their business on the
That is their crime.. Which shows that ordinary ” ifS.,irda3
is perfectly impartial in its intolerance. It smitesas ¥
it can all who differ from it. Believe or be damned »
the damnation is always kept handy.

A curious case was lately brought before the ~ 0b
magistrates, sitting at Lawford’s Gate Police-court. */¥iii
man, an inmate of the workhouse, was charged w,..,,..Jerl
“disorderly.” When they inquired what the di fusdl
conduct consisted of, the Master replied that he no*auie®
to attend church on Sundays, and preferred stoppIII‘tqutl_e_§
in his ward. »Somre years ago this old man would, d c;@
have received a dose of hard labor for this heino
but in this broad and tolerant age ho fared better, ~
magistrates declined to punish him. In a leaderet
subject the Bristol Daily Press says: “As . (
seems to be well behaved, and to be in earnest in d
from the teaching of the Church, public opinion wA
the latitudinarianism of the. bench.”

ssent(;lsl/(j_j

Profanity is spreading. At the annual dinuer”ygdi
Omar Khayyam Club, to which we have previously
Mr. Harry Oust provoked much mirth by his qull sje 0f 5+
which was a parody of a much-quoted verse in 0L
Davidson’ “ Ballads”—
Slio cares not for her brokon vow,
Though God himself como down to slato her ,
She’s mother-in-law to the North 1’olo now,
And maiden aunt to the Equator. .
tibs*
tu p n ?f the Nonconformist papers are_complain ‘“»
te I .S.A. movement, while designed to aid the chfcl ffior
really crippling them. Each is trying to outdo the ° j
in attractive services, and the soloists have cast the
God and their blessed Gospel into the background
Youtbv
We never heard of thie East hondon Rsetestanyse t}/ g
Mission before, but its Beport has reached us to gigbu
1894-5. Its operations appear to be carried ona " y bf ¢
Hall, Old Ford-road. It was assisted in its in m ye k®l®(
Bethnal Green clergyman, whom we suspect to n =~ ab

the late Brewin Grant. He is described as .
advocate and defender of our common Chnstia \0“e®

infidel attacks and perversions.” it is added th
pletelv vanquished Atheism in his lifetime al, « ved t® j
infidel halls, but it is not stated where he ac ~~ H~"
semarkable successes. We %I%@ to knlo')j clkaed m
md position of one (?]nly ((j)nﬁ? i Ik all that aod .
Brewin Grant. We heard him speak seve ifanittic@"
was the worst clown we over Iistepr?ed to. ';ﬂlm;sufe itti8
tongue, and putting his finger to his nose, were
ebullitions.

’d(?"3°

r

A writer in the Lindsey and Lincolnshire St?1'S HBLjt

the recarE okostog of the llumdorll Mali of ®c*8la abated
al, bu

tends to know a great de t lie speaks iron jj wic; ~ jjm
iq{nommae. For instance, lie says_that the iDg f »or
after the lectures on Sunday evénings as a 'm | d&KifO

lie also states that ““ befores he died Mr. brae __H'ft& Wj
Biblical criticism for politics,” whereas the vo “70llI’$®0 e i®
he delivered was anti-theological, as was tuo ~ g®®
turcs he had arranged to deliver at the Hall

February, the month following liis death.

A
_ 10<Xeand Watts arc allowed to be “good »
BN "an impressive MapneRy Qic «their occupy~
ﬂ?ﬂqIing—rﬂeljﬁl\'F%r«'f,j’ea”f tooprevious.” Hefa® p

LSS N - Al TR

stemnR% ’f\{lllrr 1'0
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2ening than the re would have been at this time of the year
I the Hall of Science. Mr. Watts was also lecturing in
r°udon the veryi same evening, at Milton Hall; and another
Ocular congregation was assembled at Camberwell.

Grant Wilson, who was hanged for murder at Vicksburg,
fafterwards restored to animation. It appears that he
\Wd his escape from death to a throat disease which had
Produced a bony growth in the windpipe. His case is
"tracting much attention in scientific circles. He states
jPathe had no sensa ion whatever after the drop, and that

gained in a ,a ectly unconscious state until he was
I uened in the coffi ~ Asked whether he had any visions
be ...  be replie hat he had none whatever. 1t would
indifficult to imagii  « more conclusive demonstration that

soul” js no ne  than the functioning of the brain.
all' " T ,n:In been lo .t in his coffin and buried, he would in
ajj Probability have .lever regained consciousness. For
Impractical purposes his “soul ” was settled by the
(wean’s noose. It ame back again when science
°red his organic activities.

t Gurmah some seventy thousand cattle have been lost

hills'~*1 a .Prague. Hod said : “The cattle on a thousand
thej are mine’”; but he takes precious little care of some of

Pg,-!)ef-? owing curious advertisement appeared in the Daily
bere r August 17 : ““The Gods of Homer,’ their worship to
restored. There is a deep longing and yearning for a
feon,, ? which is really beautiful and true.” Co-operation
Rail ed7 Worite Julian, 31 Lavender-street, Brighton.”
called”™ "Julian” is identical with the person whom we
“a attention to some time ago as proposing to restore
baclj Hi “®n Hellas.” He might as well try to bring
theoi |le ~astadon. What people want is, not™ to restore
of to-(Jay°~s’ "Jut to get rid of all traces of them on the life

RrienpSas~cal Market: Closing prices. From Saturday’s
the ~advertising columns): “Advowsons.—Purchase before
hestru™f-111 pHces that will assuredly result from the
aueve® » n  the Disestablishment party.” It is a pity, as
ciire @ contemporary observes, that the prices of the
sWes S0Us cannot be quoted on ’Change like the brewery

Urjima talker, a painter, aged forty-two, described by Mr.
profes P’ a London magistrate, ¢s *“a canting, hypocritical,
a rinkr  Geggar,” on being arrested for soliciting alms
Mtra?ﬂy/,m thoroughfare, exclaimed : “ I shall trust in the
«“ he will see me tgrough." John XVaI)I&?r _isrgjoin_g
A i and wo presume the Almighty is

S him thiSgFe" P oty

the (jr Je fellow, giving evidence before the Coroner as to
ANv ,ling of a boy In the Regent’s Canal, said he didn’t
IVoru». Br? Ge would go to if he told lies ; whereupon the
httle 1,.iiasked. him, “Do you know where hell is?” The
itthiim Wsa‘d “No,” and the Coroner was surprised at
toim”~rance. For our part, we should like the' Coroner
Worl* Tp ?wn knowledge—for such it must be —to the

nsUevpJi_situation of hell has been much discussed, but
the  er,%en decided. We are all agog, therefore, to get
A tip from that Coroner.
¥ _
Q°r$1’s]>GWisi Time* (Mr. Price Hughes’s paper) hopes the
,? thé Observance Committee of the Wesleyans will go
‘oils I>gth against Sunday Societies and other associa-
PeH ™ tlesecrate the Sabbath. Our pious contemporary
Joat bodies are the only ones

7 Position that relilgious

el V€ any-right to eRarge for admission to then

NABSS?’S 2ud that it is blatant iImpudence for non-religious

aART5° demand the same privilege. Churchesand chapels

?°dfuiy’ Got secular halls be taught their inferiority it
tC'M Pains and penalties. Such is the fair-play of
I1°dists wllo ulk “blatantly —to use their dwn

ab°ut the grand principle of religious liberty.

Wife' M\ Heseltine Hudson, who brutally murdered his
Widd?h 110 Yorkshire Moors, left a. letter to Ins tamily in
XWo  said ; “[ can ouiy hope to meet you all in heaven,
JH anitllyst we shall all meet soon or late, to the glory of
t>i8letm tblough His Son Jesus Christ. He wound up
Lrwith the following verse from a hymn
Tho |>ains of death aro past,
Labor and sorrow cease,
And life’s long warfaro closed at last,
- My soul has found its peaco.
WIN find congenial company in the “niansionsof
where there is more joy over one repenting

Ghee. OVer a hundred just persons who need

Thinker says : *Statistics show a terrible
‘usanity all over the country. A joint meeting

foresSe
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of the trustees of insane asylums, just held in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, revealed the fact that in Michigan alone there
were 4,352 in insane asylums, and that the cost of main-
taining them had increased during the last few years from
$100,000 per annum to $380,000. When we remember the
most fruitful cause of insanity is religious excitement, and
the fear of an endless hell, either for themselves or loved
ones, we feel more zealous than ever in combating a system
responsible for such cruel results.”

The Rev. John Whitehead, of Allghany, has been preaching
a?ainst the New Woman, and in favor of the sumptuary law
of Chicago. He took for his text Deuteronomy xxii. 5:
“The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a
man, neither shall a man put on a woman’s garments ; for
all that do so are an abomination unto the Lord thy God.”
If this man of God knew the history of the ideas which
underlie his own fetish book, he would know that this text
was directed against a religious rite in which the sexes
changed garments at a festival. He should know, too, that
it is priests who to this day dress in petticoats, and with
feminine emblems. The New Woman may not know this,
but she has generally got beyond caring for laws enacted
for a Semitic tribe emerging from barbarism, when both
sexes wore very similar robes, if they wore anything.

The Rev. S. Baring Gould, at a recent meeting of the Folk
Lore Society, reported as to certain superstitions still
Prevallln in Devonshire. He knew a certain Dartmoor
armer who, having sickness among his cattle, sacrificed a
sheep, and burnt it on the moor above his farm as an
offering to the pixies. Of course this is very sad ; but is it
any sadder than offering up a human sacrifice (say Jesus
Christ) to save people from sins 1

As luck would have it, that farmer’s cattle at once
recovered, and did well afterwards, whereas the world did
not recover after the sacrifice of J. C,, nor has it recovered
yet. After all, the pixies seem more business-like than
Jehovah. -

Catholic Dublin is following the example of Protestant
Glasgow. The authorities of the Irish capital have removed
some pictures from shop windows as indecent. The said
pictures were engravings of Sir Frederic Leighton’s
“Psyche.” It will be news to artists that the President
of the Royal Academi is a painter of indecent pictures.
For our part, we think his “Psyche” quite as decent as
a naked Jesus on a cross, and ever so much more beautiful.

The New York Tribune says : “ A wealthy Birmingham
man, who made most of his fortune manufacturing idols for
the people in India to use in worship, is ﬂoing to give a
handsome sum of money, after his death, to help the
missionaries in India make war against idol worship.”

It is always interesting to come across a fossil representing
the survival of a common form now almost extinct. Such a
fossil is the Rev. Dr. Henson, of Elgin, who is reported in
Public Opinion (N.Y.) as saying : “By the fall of Adam
man became sensual and devilish. Human nature became
depraved by being deprived. We are children of Adam,
and not children of God, by nature. We are nothing
like the creature God created in his own image. The
doctrine of the fatherhood of God is a devilish lie, and its
outcome is Universalism pure and simple.” This is good
sound doctrine, and more logical than that of the modernisers
who offer us all treacle and no brimstone.

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Brooks, the scholarly pastor of one of
the largest negro churches in Washington, declared from the
ﬁlatform of the rally of Christian Endeavorers that negroes

ad been officially notified that they are not welcome at the
meetings of the Baptist Young People’s Union.

Professor W. de Witt Hyde says : “ The old view of the
person of Christ sees his divinity chiefly in consequence of
the miraculous foretelling of his coming, his miraculous
resurrection. The new view sees his divinity chiefly in the
ﬁrofoundness of his insight into spiritual truth.” We should

ardly think this profound insight was shown in ascribing
diseases to tho agency of evil spirits.

“Turn the other cheek” is not the philosophy of the Rev.
Freeman Dudley, rector of Kileel, County Down. Findin
a burglar in the house, the man of God seized a chair an
knocked the intruder down, and detained him until the

olice arrived. The man was Herbert Stone, of Derbyshire.

o had come all that way to be floored by a parson.
Evidently a born fool.

This story is related of Tolstoi. Seeing a police officer
take an individual into custody the other day, he at once
walked up and said: “Can you read?’ “Certainly, sir,’
the officer replied. “Have you read the ScripturesV
“Yes, sir.” “Then yon forget that they command us to
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resist not evil, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.” The
myrmidon of the law, taken aback for a moment, stared at
the Count; but, recovering himself quickly, asked : “And,
pray, can you read 77 “Yes.” “Have you read the police
regulations?” “No.” “Then read them.”

Canon Harper is dead. We do not know his present
residence. Preaching in York Minster, on June 10, 1877,
this man of God remarked that “the Bible and Beer, taken
rightly, were the Lords. The Beer would not do without
the Bible, and the Bible would not do fully and perfectly
without the Beer.” Perhaps in his present abode the
re\ll_egend gentleman would find a glass- of beer a great
relief.

The Tory Government is not true to its best friends, the
Church party. The Queen’s Speech ended without the
usual invocation of the Almighty. Perhaps the Premier
thought it impossible for Omnipotence itself to bless his
party with wisdom.

Among recent items in an American paper was the
following : “Talmage has lost his wife, and has bought an
English bull-terrier for £100.” He is a fortunate man to
have so much money to pay for a dog.

Canon Ryle says it is a great mistake not to acknowledge
that the Bible is primarily a human book. Put “totally”
for “primarily,” and we agree with him. But does he think
that, if people generally looked on it as “primarily” a
human book, they would subscribe to send thousands of
copies yearly to the heathen ? No. It is because they ar6
taught that it is the infallible Word of God, the one onl
divine revelation to man, that they support the fetish boo
and the fetish preachers. Once let them see it is indeed the
words of men, and barbarous men at that, and the occupation
of Bible societies and of canons, and other Church dignitaries,
will be in danger.

August 24 is remembered in France as the anniversary of
the day in 1572 when the evidences of Christianity were
most strikingly displayed. It fell on a Sunday, and on that
day sixty thousand evidencers, all with white crosses on
their garments, and with the palpable evidences in their
hands, submitted them to all heretics, men, women, and
children, in Paris. “Mass or Massacre” were the terms
offered to heretic nobles, but the common people only
got the latter. For three days slaughter went on in Paris,
and for above a week it was followed in the provinces by
the imprisonment, massacre, and pillage of the Huguenots.
The power of religion has been undeniably displayed on
some occasions.

Referring to the scramble for New Testaments at the
table of the House of Commons, the Morning Leader writes :
“We are glad that nowadays this oath-taking ceremony is
allowed to proceed without any of the pseudo-religious
agitation which some years ago raged round the name of
Mr. Bradlaugh. A man may now affirm if he likes, none
daring to make him afraid. This, we fear, does not
necessarily imply that the members of to-day are better
than those of ten or twelve years ago. The reason is that
there is now no opportunity of making political jcapital out
of so-called religion. Mock piety no longer means votes in
the House, no longer embarrasses a Government, and there-
fore it is no longer paraded.”

The Morning Leader might have added that it was Charles
Bradlaugh who carried the Bill enabling members to affirm
ins_te_lad of swearing, though very few avail themselves of the
privilege.

The controversy on Missions continues in the Morning. The
Rev. J. D. Mullins tries to minimise the damaging state-
ments in Dr. Morrison’s book. One of the n‘aivest letters is
from “An Earnest Christian,” who writes : “1 showed the
letter of W. C. Wickham, which appeared in your issue of
August 12, to a sceptical friend of mine. He staggered me
by declaring that the passage was an impudent interpolation,
and that none of the oldest manuscripts, including the Codex
Alexandrinus in our British Museum, contained it. He went
further, and said that all the concluding verses of the last
chapter of Mark—nine, | think—were interpolations. | am
familiar with the ingenious arguments of our sceptical
friends who say ‘that, as no good God could possibly damn
any nation for not believing in a reli%ion they had never
heard of, it would be better that they should be allowed to
remain in ignorance of its existence,” and, as 1am a regular
subscriber to missionary funds, | should like the truth
about the passage in Mark to which | have referred. |
(f]lgllorwérskgglieve the Christian Church would deceive its

To this the editor of the Mornin
“Biblical critics think it not unlikely that ‘editorial
insertions and alterations’ have been made throughout the
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whole of the narrative of Mark. The portion, Mark x""
9-20, in which occurs the verse quoted by ‘Ab) Fad.
Christian,” is confessedly of late origin.” So that it appea
the Church has deceived its followers.

Henry Bullard, a Salvationist, has been fined forty
shillings and costs for riding down a lady at the corner
a street in the City of London. He will probably t9
less haste over “General” Booth’s business in future.

Dr. Waldo, of Southwark, has gone the length of*1P
mouing the captain of the Salvation Army shelter at HaQf
friars-road. Dr. Waldo, who had to ob. ain a large forc®.
police to gain entrance to the buildR/% which was Pfrs j
tently refused, despite a magistrate’s aarrant, said he f&it .
it in a foetid, ill-ventilated, and dan; jei jus condition, bo
1,028 men were in the place whe' there was only
air space for 401. In one room be found 501 men
the cubical space only admitted 150.

Booth says the S.A. can supply China with mission;1*
We pity the missionaries, but st 11 more we pity the Chin

People do not usually relish having their bubbles Pric™ -’
and we notice that the editor of the Open Court, which .
formerly *“devoted to the reconciliation of religiOll «
science,” and is now “devoted to the Religion of Scien
gives much space to the “misconceptions” of “ C°rvinddi
who took the trouble to show him that he mixed on ~
water, and put the oil on top. Dr. Carus gives up.ah,”er
gave life to the old religions, but persists in retaining 0.
catch names. He insists that “the reality of God is 1L \J
deniable fact” ; but then God is not a person distmcl jD
the universe, but a principle. Dr. Carus is 8till, haifX Is oi
metaphysical mud, and does not appreciate the eflor
“Corvinus” to help him out.

The Bishop of Liverpool is a theologian of tlie€goO<yfily
sort, now nearly extinct. He says the Bible is . 0ok
test of right and wrong.” This claim for the_fetisn
which sanctions slavery, polygamy, and persecution, isa .
out of date. Bishop Ryle presumably cares nothing 1
claims of reason or conscience.

The parsons are agitated at the uses of the bicy® &y
obtaining Sunday freedom. Several ministerial coni [s2]
have denounced the ungodly practice of taking exel® jk t0
Sunday. It is praiseworthy to use the muscles to
church, but to ride from church is altogether abom
There is nothing like leather.

There is a rare illustration of “Providence ” in. */Vv.fgret
ing, which is, after all, but a published episode ip ur~tcol'l
unwritten history of human misery. Dr. Wynn
the Hackney coroner, recently held an inquest 011 ~er,
of Marion Starck, aged 47, the wife ot an englpeen 0¥
Weston-place, Mare-street. Her husband had lon ]
of work, and for twelve months she had wgke
boot machining to support herselfand him, One day, {1
noon, she was found sitting in her chair a ‘ma&g" row
front of her work, quite dead. Stitch, stitch, sp@ -éﬂ il
work, work ! till at last the tired-out body 6oui$gt 5}
no longer, and refused to second the poor worn® ; attt
will. She is buried, and in time she will be forqu
the great world will rush on in completion of Rs (Ff (Jod
and priests will live by preaching the benevolenc
whose tender mercies are over all his works.

Professor Baird states that a pike in
Aquarium, St. Petersburg, is about 400 years o e
fishes in the same aquarium are over 200 years e
think of it! “Providence” Kkills off Braalaug”™ a)erf*1
eight, and keeps a pike going for four centuries,
wisdom ! Wonderful beneficence 1

ar

Obituary. a
Me. Hans Johnson, a well-known and respectedil

the South Shields Branch of the N.S.S., was burie . W
on Sunday, August 18. The local Daily Gazette a’ejved.e
his own and his widow’s request his remains Of t
Secular interment. In the unavoidable absei cret»
president of the local society, Mr. It. Chapman, jjOlyo**j
read impressively the beautiful service of Austin n(jé »
There was a large attendance of relatives, Q
members of the Secular Society at the graveside.

il
Mu. A. B. Moss’s friends throughaut the ;0?ulle”g\id)!
sorry to hear that he has jusk sum%mﬁjé\é&wb ; N@ H)f

in the death of his wife from pneumonia. 4410 coiitr%"‘lity
was herself a Freethinker, and some yeais ago By fa™fc
to Freethought journals ; but the cares of a &

diverted her energies in other directions. *n 0OI&RR’
with three motherless children.  Wo tender hi

sympathy in his hour of trial.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

MPururalh August 25, St. James’s Hall (Banqueting Hall), Picca-
uv> W. : 7.30, “ Religion in the Light of Science.”

September 8, Glasgow ; 15, South Shields.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

tr. CIJAUW Watts’s Engagements.—August 25, Milton Hall,
Rwley-crescent, London, N. October 14, 15, 16, 17, debate
Newcastle-on-Tyne with the Rev. A. J. Waldron; 20,
asgow; 22 and 23, Dundee; 27, Edinburgh.—All com*
unications for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (if a reply is
c./1™ed, astamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at
p L ~fra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
noj '"'[1Ison.—We read your letter as stating that you would
8ee-an7 r°f°renco in the Freethinker ; otherwise we should
Ji said that the letter was rather out of our line.
St ®bab writes: “ 1 disa(l;ree with your statement that the
t o s s ’s Banqueting Hall was nearly full, for 1 was pleased
ac':1'0‘kwas over full. 1was present myself with my wife, and
fenstian friend whom | had induced to accompany us. My
Wm were delighted "Withi“your masterly lecture. My
Wi was surprised at its high moral tone, his idea
Vn"' B‘a; Atheists were a low class...... | congratulate you on
J, J, 1°Pening-up of West London.”
itsM RMOE— We wish the Birmingham Branch all success in
pOsgi®v venture. Mr. Foote will pay you a visit as early as

IO%?HJ ;ﬁfiu,— Thanks for distributing copies of the Freethinker
Pa the Chatham picnic.
FoiliENTs Fund.—Amount acknowledged, £68 8s. Per R.
Swer=A. George, Is.; F. Voisoy, 2s. 3d.; J. Slater, 2s.; W.
Koss jr,” I18,; A Silent vv°rker, 10s.;. W. H. Harrag, 10s.; G. G.
W -n | W. Barks, 2s. 6d. Per Miss Vance : C. Smith, 3s. 6d.;
~3 *kl.; J. Yates, 2s. 6d. Tho donation acknow
last week to 0. Thomas, 5s., should have been £1.
Cruddas.—(1) Wo believe there are Church of Engla
seeding less than £100 a year. (2) Perhaps Dr. ~
a ry?ani8m is tho best single book, but the price is /s. ud.
~vehug’s Darwin Made Easy, published by Mr. Forder, price
Wan admirable summary.—This correspondent writes : i
~through to Newcastle the other Sunday to hear you lecture
first time in my lifo, and | must say that, with all the
\\guble, the walk of eleven miles each way, and the drenching
S°t, | never enjoyed anything better than your lectures, am
AlPRly widti 1-CQuid hoar you g Littia oftenely
~anl, iERs.—A paragraph was already in type on tho subjects.
8 all the same.
GubiMKIVED. -Trutliseakar.—sacular  Khought—Freedom—
“fan Tin 3ormer—Torch—Liborty—Der Anno Toufol—Tsle  of
fields 8~ .reidenkor—Fur Unsoro Jugend—Crescent—Two
q, tslamic  World—Progressive Thinker—Shields Daily
,ngﬁv(" r’kfil°n Obsorver—Referee—Morning—Post—Boston
uGlas,r"™toii~"*wentieth Century—Now York Public Opinion
"WEjg Y 7 oral(—Lindsey and Lincolnshire Star.
newspapers would onhance tho favor by
j Passagos to which they wish to call our attention,
n” dunllr 7¢° Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed to
mH/ o Uttor‘strO0t, London, E.C. .
Bllosird>ENcit 8fi°uld roach us not lator than Tuesday if a reply
r “fi thO fOllin GI° current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over
lowing week.
n Ba'l;n* °TICES must reach 28 Stonocuttor-stroet by first post
. 7 °r thoy will not bo insertod.
o ctttor,Rr ’tor%t%ro should be sent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone-
o eet, EC

G

®6dine Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; ovory suc-
f mh°u Worn"g’ fifi- Displayed Advertisements:—Ono inch,
1)°rtePoHEofncSolumn>£l 2s- 6d-: column, £2 5s. Special torms

1?2¢> k° forwarded, direct from tho publishing
I, 6d . Atr*> at>the following rates, prepaid :—Ono Year
ASNilg e alf Yoar] 5s. Bill ; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
th'Tpor ‘!vrar){ to Post-office regulations to announce °n the
0 . oen tho subscription is”duo, subscribers will receive
~Pirog01”™01 m a colored wrapper whon their subscription

[>° 6t your , How t0 Help Us.
fi'y tQUOVI?ali®ot to tako a fow copies of tho Freethinker and
guaranteeing to tako tho copies that

@™ R ai”™ copy (or moro), and circulate it among your

ti) I,. "ar, or’M®  tbo Freethinker now and then in tho train, tho

X\&é(’c%%vo?mlp%g_cd, ono of our contonts-sheets, which aro

0>(1 thntt.ClUent 81zo for the purposo.
°n application.
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Mr. Forder will |demand, but of course it was unsuccessful.
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SPECIAL.

The Hall of Science and Other Matters.

In the Freethinker of June 2 | made a long statement with
respect to the London Hall of Science. Everything of im-
portance was disclosed, and the shareholders in particular
and the Secular party in general were put in possession of
the facts of the case up to date. In the June 23 issue |
wrote that my appeal for (6600 had not been adequately
responded to, and | added that, if the requisite amount
were not made up within the next few days, “1 must let
the matter drop, for this is the last appeal | can make
upon the present basis.”

Since then | have been silent, though not inactive.
The situation was an awkward one, and | was obliged to
consider it all round. Evidently the party was not
prepared—either through unwillingness or inability—to
find the money required to clear off the mortgage ; and |
asked myself this question : “ If it takes so much time and
trouble to raise a few hundred pounds for this preliminary
object, what prospect is there of raising the few thousands
that will afterwards be necessary to rebuild the premises
as an Institute worthy of our movement and of the memory
of Charles Bradlaugh 1’

It was terribly galling to reflect that thousands of pounds
were being lost to our movement meanwhile, owing to the
infamous laws which deprive Secularism of the commonest
rights of citizenship. | had taken great pains, and incurred
some expense, over several projected wills in the interest
of our cause, one of which would have brought us a
considerable bequest; but the testator in this case either
procrastinated too long, or was unable to overcome his
apprehensions; at any rate, he died rather suddenly, and
his property went into alien hands.

Such facts as these were in my mind when | wrote as
follows in the Freethinker of June 16 —

“The bigoted Christian law is the secret of all our
difficulties. We have lost thousands of pounds during
the brief term of my presidency, and we shall go on
losing until the law is altered.” Meanwhile, we may
dodge the law, but we have no real security ; for even
if property itself is secure, we have no guarantee that it
will not be alienated from its original purpose. Mr.
Joseph Symes built a hall at Melbourne, and other
S lo are in possession. He denounces them as

sters and thieves—as they are from a moral
point of view—but they laugh at him, for the law
is on their side. Yes, we shall never do great things, as
an organisation, until j)roperty can he dedicated to, and
held in trust for, our special objects—that is, until we
enjoy the advantages of endowment like other bodies.”

Reluctantly, but decisively, I am driven to the opinion
that, until the law is altered, it will be best to aim no more
at the acquisition of property. Building after building
has been entirely alienated, while others are but rarely
used for the purposes that governed their erection.

I will now return to the point at which I left off on
June 2. Owing to the unsatisfactory nature of our
negotiations with Mr. Smith, and the financial embarrass-
ments entailed upon us by the failure of the Club, we were
unable to meet our liabilities or to enter upon fresh opera-
tions that might have enabled us to meet them. Obviously
wo could not build on what might soon prove to be a
quicksand. The landlord had already distrained for rent,
but a part of the furniture had been purchased at the
public auction, and this was used to accommodate the
Sunday evening meetings until June 24, when a fresh
distraint might have beenlevied. The furniture, therefore,
had to be removed; and this was the reason why the place
was closed and the lectures were transferred to Milton
Hall.

As it was essential that we should retain possession, if
anything was to bo done with Mr. Smith, I kept a care-
taker on the premises day and night. Some curious
visitors (I will not mention them) attempted to get in,
but tho caretaker understood his instructions to admit no
one but myself or Miss Vance.

Mr. I\. O. Smith, who had tried to frighten the Club
committee, by a perfectly illegal notice, into handing him
the keys of the building, demanded possession of the
Directors when the hall was closed. He repeated his
The landlord
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then sued Mr. Smith and the Hall Society jointly for the
rent due to Midsummer. This brought matters to a crisis.
Accordingly, | instructed our solicitor to write to Mr.
Smith’ solicitor, asking whether he was willing to reopen
negotiations on the old lines. A reply came to the effect
(it was the old story!) that Mr. Smith was in a position
just then to consider a cash offer, though it was impossible
to say how long he might be in that position, as “other
negotiations were pending ™—that is, he had been trying
to sell the premises to other parties. Our solicitor then
offered £525 in cash and £75 in shares, the transaction to
be completed within a month from the date of acceptance.

Meanwhile the landlord had obtained a judgment, and,
in spite of our solicitor’s representations, had presented a
petition in bankruptcy against the Hall Society; which
petition I instructed our solicitor to oppose.

Mr. Smith’s answer, through his solicitor, arrived after
this bankruptcy petition was presented. It was certainly
a curiosity. He agreed to take the £525 in one month,
but he made three stipulations. He has all through been
strong on stipulations, and he must have known that they
were fatal to any real contract. ‘The stipulations in this
instance were (1) that we should pay him down the sum
of £25 for the trouble and expense he had been put to ;
(2) that his brother’s fifty shares, on which £25 was
owing, should be transferred to him as fully paid; (3) that
we should pay the landlord’s entiro claim, a part of which
(the insurance) was quite prospective. Our solicitor
replied (1) that we declined to pay Mr. Smith £25, as
we were not aware of his having incurred any such
expense on our account, and if he had it was not to
be compared with the monstrous expense he had put
us to by his vacillation; (2) that the amount due on
his brother’s shares was an asset, and could not be dealt
with by the Directors in view of the bankruptcy petition;
(3) that if the negotiation were carried through with Mr.
Smith the landlord’s claim would of course be satisfied.
Mr. Smith’s solicitor replied that his client would not in
any way alter his terms.

Air. Smith must have thought himself very clever or us
very foolish. We were to find some £150—which he
knew we had not—entirely for his relief, on the mere
chance of the contract being carried through; and behind
him was the sub-mortgagee, who might at the last moment
decline to honor Mr. Smith’s bargain and release his
security.

A few days afterwards Mr. Smith was seized with a
peculiar desire. For many months he had not attended a
Directors’ meeting, just as he had ceased to attend the
N.S.S. Executive meetings. But all at once he wanted to
see his fellow members of the Board. Instead of saying so,
however, to the Chairman or the Secretary, he went to
work after the fashion of Polonius. Finding a rule to the
effect that three Directors might instruct the Secretary to
call a meeting of the Board, he signed such an order himself,
got his brother to sign it too, and procured another signature
to complete the trinity. But the conditions of tho rule
were not properly complied with, after all, and the order
was merely a piece of waste-paper. However, | had a
meeting convened on other grounds. Mr. Smith attended,
but as by this time he was a litigant against the Society |
declined to let him take part in the business, though we
would listen to anything he had to say as vendor and
mortgagee. Mr. Smith then told us the object of his visit;
he requested us to give him immediate possession of the
hall. I produced a writ, with which he had just served us,
to recover possession ; and asked him what he meant by
going to law first and approaching us in “a friendly way”
afterwards ? In the course of the conversation, he was
good enough to say that if he had £1,400 of our money,
and his premises back again, he would still be a much
injured man.

The landlord’s solicitors agreed to a month’s postpone-
ment of the bankruptcy petition, if | would deposit a
certain sum as security for tho costs of such action. |
deposited the money to gain the time, but we were sold at
the last minute. Something happened, at which | can give
a shrewd guess, to make tho landlord’s solicitor unfriendly,
and the winding-up order was made absolute.

Mr. Smith attended tho Directors’ meeting at the Official
Receiver’ office, and brought with him his solicitor, being
evidently afraid to trust himself alone. 1 objected to this
person’s presence, as he represented Mr. Smith, not us a
Director, but as a litigant against the Socioty. The Ollicial
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Receiver, however, overruled my objection—wrongly affé
think. Mr. Smith and his solicitor were there to serve .
mortgagee’s interest, and their conduct provoked my fn'elf|
Mr. Watts to a display of manly indignation. ,
A special meeting of the N.S.S. Executive was held 18
Monday evening. Mr. Smith attended—the first time j»
many months—and posed as an unfortunate and injuwW
man. A stranger would have imagined that we H®
£1,400 of his money, instead of his having £1,400 of °P™
With amazing fortitude he told the Executive that wi®
he sold was well worth £3,000, after all that had been
and done. Thereupon | asked' him : “ Do you mean, the >
that when you consented to take £2,000 in full discb®"®
of your claim, you were actuated by a spontaneous ®oti
of benevolence?” Mr. Smith’s fortitude—to giwc it ,,
mildest name—did not desert him. He answered : “ *0’
And the Executive laughed. .
Unfortunately there is a record on this matter which
Smith has never attempted to contradict. | refer to
Freethinker of March 24, in which | made a statement1l1l
the heading of “The Hall of Science.” It will thdc”
seen that Mr. Smith did not act spontaneously, but un
pressure. It was the state of the premises, disclose
two builders’ surveys, which excited Mr. Smith’s “ben .
lence.” He told the Board (I quote from the afoies-"
statement) that “ the report was as much a surprise to *
as to the other Directors.” | have only to add tha
survey which resulted in the most damaging repor
made in Mr. Smith’ presence. that be
It is impossible to deny Mr. Smith’s contention ™ "G4
is only exercising his legal rights. But did not Sh H®
say “1 stand here for law ”? Morally, he has betra
party throughout these negotiations. Without resig . .
as a Director, he considered his own interest exclusi ~
and by his own admission his interest only anioun ~
£525, while ours amounted to £1,400. Perhaps 1 it
to have said as much at the Conference, but | thouD
best to leave the door open for a possible settlement- n
| see now that Mr. Smith has condescended to aPPal[jeS
us from time to time as his negotiations with other p
proved abortive. | have been on the heels of one €]
of these “ benevolent ™ efforts, and several persons (s. yrg
are secrets kept!) know with whom he is now neg®
for the sale of his lease. < Yarjiw
For the present, | have only to say that | have ~
the Official Receiver against giving up possession yl~
Hall to Mr. Smith, or even to the landlord Whoirrter®
claiming) entrance, no doubt in Mr. Smiﬂiﬁé .
Whatever may be the value of our interest in le®3?
must be conserved to the Society. When tho st>rC1 jed
meeting is held the whole matter can be definitely d~ its
Meanwhile the N.S.S. Executive, by special vote, D;P0,, is,
interest entirely in my hands. Altogether, my Pdd|j0 xid
and for many months has been, one of great tr°u sllyiiiit

anxiety. 1 have done my best, and | cheerfully  t®
to the candid judgment of the party—now aim
future. the

Some little time must still olapso before | dca * ~urn-
money actually sent in, and which | promised v
I will explain that in duo course. Meanwhile, 1~ jittje
have trusted me so long will doubtless trust ®  (o&ir
longer. Some of the donors told me not to ~ thd?
money, but to use it for other purposes ; and per 11/ fisP
are others who would wish their donations used
enterprise.

As the Executive is not ready to face tho Ialgel
| have launched out myself. | take tho en |rSet * wg
bility of tho Milton Hall mootings and the ~ !
Hall meetings; and it is my intention to ;U fb "
other West-End lectures during the vl\jHSO]m Q\cibgy,

of Seie«cV
H N NoO
&Iﬁgaeyinsggﬂ?/\r/nl veniir88lmbetg%ning V\LIJI]Th {PF ¢is
farewell lecture n’ Mr*~nam will dekj* {Or
admission, but we ,V,”~rtunatvly we cannot chaé”™"o

way. | hardlu , 1 &t uver this difficulty ul aiS
«ome suppoOtyinn® d _«V* A that 4
at preselﬁ)tp tb-),/i nh?% enterP™es. It seems P'% ¥

» b s S intik fngR e swRisicighcy onleeHarss Ay

point of honor with me to pay the othd lecturer3

I can get paid or not. * ] lo®ftS
Practically, the whole burden of our spccd [It®8

organisation will for some time rest upon 11
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duty of the President to act in grave emergencies, when
“e direct influence of one man is moro effective than that

numbers. The Executive has been apprised of my
P°hcy in this matter, and is ready to give me every
Possible support.  The Committee appointed by the
onference on Mr. Cohen’s motion met on Tuesday
evening, and, after a conversation with me, resolved to
; #®nrn sine die, so that I might have a perfectly free hand
n this enterprise.

Until our party organisation is stronger and more
lorfect, 1 am confident that a committee in any one place
,fnn°t control, or even wisely assist, our propaganda

I'oughout the country. One who visits all districts and
Werstands their conditions and necessities; one who also

°upies a position of much influence; such an one may do
onothing to bring a little order out of chaos, and aftcr-

** the Society may be able to. take the matter under its

active management and responsibility,
nr "i 1™sPect to the provinces, what | have in my mind

)0 illustrated by my arrangement with Mr. Charles
tr' li—wh°se»sympathy and loyal support in all recent

'i m | take this opportunity of acknowledging. | have
,» loriscd him to form week-night engagements when he
fo?$ to. Tyneside and to Scotland in October. The
ov friends can take a hall and throw it open free; their
m i Subseniptions and the collection should defray the

'vhi cxPcnses 1 and | will pay the lecturer out of
sam °Ver. dluds are at my disposal. | shall do the
0 withi @Gohen, and in time, 1 hope, with

lecturers. The accounts will be kept for me by
I Vance, who is working so ably and well over these
**ndon enterprises ; and in due course a financial statc-
~ent will be sent to all subscribers, |t is not my intention

- be wexed and worried by the free and independent

ThalSm” Persons who do nothing and give nothing.
CGar 1S’S a big undertaking, but I shall do my best to
aayth'll trough, and there is no possibility of losing
Mil kIng, unless J lose it myself. Every penny I receive

(‘bristi $)en” 011 Treethought prop; iganda ; or, to borrow a
i phrase, and give it a higher meaning, in the
Jation of souls. Tho time has evidently not arrived for

, atsome call a “constructive ” policy, nor can it arrive

."til the Blasphemy Laws arc abolished. 1ho gie.v v oi
~mediately before us is propaganda, and | appeal to ou

£ ty tO assist me in carrying this "*OOTE ~’
‘boroughuess, and success. W- FOOiIE"

SUGAR PLUMS.

M.,
-Verj.TFs second lecture at St. James’s Hall, on *“ George
Tan m, _ Writer and Teacher,” drew a still larger audience
‘O «first. Seating accommodation had been provided
topical ™ a Hundred more persons, and, in spite of the
"Veather, the Banqueting Hall was crowded. An
RuinesUJdaber  strangers were present, and the summer
j*semblv many ladies gave a certain brightness to tho
IR, (c, or ari hour and a half, notwithstanding the
r’udhly 6 «attention of the close-packed meeting was tho-
_oontlinvetted’ and the applause at the finish was loud
'taICH weus-  Mr. James Rowney once more made a
irinan.
,Th

“tF courleni?? (August 25) Mr. Egote delivers the last of
valisiJr  lectures at St. James’s Hall, his subject being

tyjiil ~le Light of Science.” Probably the Free-
S 1mahe a special effort to render this meetinﬁ a
c”ss, even beyond that of its predecessors. They

to jl3. Oop%ortunity of bringing their more orthodox
ear the President of the National Secular Society.

st
ticUl@

ljl,r ««.Watts lectured last Sunday evening at Milton

A, occupy the same platform this Sunday

dy*ices « iTFT taking for his subject “Christian
1 Their Utter Fallacy”

Ve
gy AL Gin informs us that tho Leicester
{/l%’f%%ﬁrﬁ!&égo%mme with Mr. Putnam on Sunday.

Stin  at ov'er a hundred friends met our American
hut ~asie SIn ~he Secular Hall.  After the repast and
‘Mvarjj ’*H. Putnam addressed the assembly in a brief

M, '8 dr(.,and oloquent speech. The lecture in the
>i("heW v.a capital audience, and all were delighted
Kde, Rfisti-., in ""htcli Mr. Putnam dealt with the subject
uty and Woman.” Leicester Secularists will

‘asant recollections of Mr. Putnam’s visit.
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Mr. Putnam’s last lecture before sailing for America will
be delivered in London next Sunday (September 1). Full
details will appear in our next issue. Meanwhile we beg all
our London friends to remember the date, with a view to
rallying round our American visitor on the last occasion
(for the present) of his addressing a public meeting in the
old country.

The farewell dinner to Mr. Putnam will take place at the
Holborn Restaurant on the following Wednesday (Sep-
tember 4). The tickets are four shillings each, and are now
on sale at 28 Stonecutter-street, as well as by the London
Branch secretaries. Mr. Foote will preside at this function,
and will be supported by Messrs. Charles Watts, George
Anderson, R. Forder, J. M Wheeler, and other well-known
Freethinkers. All who intend to be present should secure
tickets by Monday, September 2, at the latest.

The Birmingham Branch has engaged the Alexandra Hall
in Hope-street for the winter’s operations. The inaugural
assembly takes place to-day (August 25). It will be of a
social character. Tea will be served at five o’clock, and
followed by an entertainment. The tickets are ninepence
each, and can be obtained from Mr. Partridge, 65 Cato-
street. Messrs. Snell, Armfield, and Cohen are announced
to lecture during September.

Mr. Sytnes, in the Melbourne Liberator, noticinlg the case
of witch-burning in Ireland, says : “Mr. Wheeler, of the
Freethinker, sends us a capital pamphlet upon this incident,
and dealing with Bible witchcraft. It cannot be out of
place for us to furnish a few facts now the subject is before
the public, and to show how fully the Bible is to blame for
the witchcraft horrors the Churches inflicted when the
Churches had their own way, and when there was little
science, truth, common sense, or humanity to check the
diabolical influence of Theology—the most murderous
madness ever known.”

The cyclone at Cherry Hill, New Jersey, which killed
several people and destroyed much property, elicited from
tho Rev. Mr. Duryee, pastor of the church there, the opinion
that the cyclone was one of God’s ingenious methods of
chastening his beloved. A German Freethinker, whose barn
had been spoilt, exclaimed, “ Humbug,” and the Freethinkers
of New Jersey obtained the use of his barn on Sunday,
August 4, to discuss the “ Causes of Cyclones.” G. Macdonald,
who was present, writes an interesting account of the
demonstration in the Truthseeker.

_ Forty-three members of the House of Commons affirmed
instead of taking the oath. There were plenty of Testaments
knocking about for all who chose the fetish form.

Professor Banks, in a speech at the Wesleyan Conference
at Plymouth, differed from some of his brethren, who thought
Sacerdotalism the great religious evil of the age. The chief
danger of these days, he said, was scepticism. ~According to
the report in the Methodist Times—* He believed we under-
rated the force of scepticism which was spreading over all
classes of societP/. Going ug and down the Leeds district,
he was constantK meeting the sons and daughters of their
own people who had given up all profession of religion, and
who disclaimed any desire to worship, and said that they
could do without the life of the church altogether. They
saw the effect of that spirit in many directions—in literature,
in fiction, and in the dreadful notions of morality which
were disseminated by brilliant writers, and which were
extensively read by their young people.” We presume tho
“dreadful notions of morality” are no more than the freer
and nobler views of love and marriage. Old-fashioned
people think it dreadful when women learn that, while they
may bo born to love man, they are not born to obey him.

. Supp.osinc}; the Christian God to exist, it would be
impossible for human ingenuity to invent anything more
blasphemous towards him than an ordinary church, not to
mention the Popish and Anglican Churches. The light in
which these sects exhibit God is the worst conceivable.
The world is bad enough ; the Church millions of times
worse. To me, if | felt any doubt on the subject, if my
Atheism ever felt shaky, tho existence of the Church would
soon satisfy mo. A God that could endure the sight of this
world must be a contemptible thing; a God that could
endure the Church and its so-called worship, its greed,
imposture, pretence, and unutterable crueltv, would be
transcendently moro comtemptible than could be conceived.
The Church perpetrates all its foolery and crimes in the
name of God ! It God lives, the priests must have driven
him stark mad centuries ago.—Joseph Symes.
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MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extractsfrom his Letters to the New York “Truthseeker ”
{July 22).

From the romance of the North—its mountains and lakes,
the spirit of Burns and Scott, the flowers and the heather—
I come to the enormous city of Manchester, which seems to
represent everything that is practical—facts, facts, facts—
industry, commerce, machinery, cotton—pounds, shillings,
and pence. | enjoyed the contrast. It added piquancy to
this wonderful journey of human life. There is romance
and poetry in Manchester mills if we could only get at
them, if we only had the myriad-minded vision.

| suppose that the goods of Manchester are sent to every
quarter of the globe. Manchester, like London, is an
original centre or business. It is a fountain-head. It is
not a reflex or a dependency. If London were swept out of
existence, Manchester would not feel the shock. She would
still go on her way rejoicing. Manchester really claims to
be as large a congregation of the world’s traffic as London
itself. She will not yield the palm to Glasgow as the
second city in the empire. Manchester proper contains
about 650,000 people, and Glasgow proper nearly 800,000.
As a matter of fact, however, the Manchesterites claim
Salford, since only a narrow streqm runs between the
cities; the business is all one; and a stranger can’t tell
whether he is in Manchester or Salford, so intimately are
the two cities combined ; and Salford has a population of
250,000, which makes the population of the “living whole”
of this immense metropolis 900,000. Furthermore, it is
stated that within a radius of ten miles of Manchester
Exchange is a population as large as that of London itself—
that is, taking a space of ground in Lancashire as large as
that of total London, it contains an equal number of people.
Whether these statements are exaggerations or not, they
tend to give some idea of the enormous and multiplied
activities of this mighty city. Vast and amazing are the
channels of life that flow and intermingle. Crowds flock
from every point of the compass. The Manchester Exchange
is the largest in the world.  On Tuesdays and Fridays 6,000
people throng there simply to do business, and the trans-
actions run up into millions. It is a picture to look upon,
that changing multitude on the vast floor of this tall
building, the surges of which, we might say, are felt to the
uttermost corners of the earth. Looking through the huge
thick glass plates of surrounding rooms and corridors, you
can scarcely hear a sound of that living sea. You would
think that nothinlq was going on. They simply seem to be
walking, talking, laughing, and having agood time. Never-
theless, more business is transacted oil this one spot than
upon any other spot of the same size on the globe, London
and New York not excepted, for the time being. When one
strikes Manchester he feels the “thrill of life,” as when he
strikes Chicago, or any other big place; he knows that
somethin? is going on. He feels an electricity in the air,
which only numbers and world-wide movements can give.

The Ship Canal, about forty miles in length, | believe, is a
wonderful achievement, and adds greatly to the commercial
facilities of Manchester, since goods can now be shg)pged
directly to all parts of the world. The canal cost $80,000,000.
In the nature of things it can’t be a paying investment for
many years to come. It requires vast traffic to pay the
interest of such an amount of money as the canal cost.
But Manchester, after_all, is a prophetic and exuberant
city, notwithstanding its purely business nature. Itis no
Gadgrind. It has boundless faith in the future and the
glory of its canal, which will no doubt some day bear a
thousand ships upon its bosom. | admire the magnificent
energy of a people who will bank $80,000,000 on the
possibilities of to-morrow. There is a poetic grandeur
Iin the creation of such a splendid pathway of commerce.

| enjoy the comfortable hospitality of William Westwell,
who lives in the suburbs of Manchester, in a quiet retreat,
where no throb of business ever disturbs the calm and
be autiful atmosphere. There are flowers and grass and
trees to charm the eye, and lovely roads over which to
drive, and fair prospects in every direction. There is the
sglendid horse, Robert, and the faithful dog, Wallace, and in
the morning and the evening air we enjoy the delightful
sceneries with the swift motion and music of the flying
wheel. Eleﬂant villas and residences adorn the country,
which is rich with groves and luscious hayfields, in some of
which the harvest is already filling the air with sweet
perfumes and the laborers cheerily sing. At Bolton | saw
two of the finest draught-horses, | believe, in the world ;
onewas valued at £1,000, and the other at £800. They seemed
almost strong enough to draw an earthquake, and make no
fuss about It. England surpasses America in draught-
horses, although the latter may produce the more lively
and handsome trotters. But when it comes to work,
England attends to_business. There are draught-horses in
Manchester that will each pull five tons easily. It seems
merely child’s play as they place their enormous hoofs on
the ground and swing along almost like a planet.

THE FREETHINKER

August 25, 1895.

The Secular Society of Manchester is in a flourish©®
condition. It has strong elements, and fine local tal
It has a hall of its own, which was once a chapel. There
amoral in this, and rather opposes the notion that Chnis
tianity is taking the lead of Secularism, for here is a churc
actually transformed into a Secular hall.

The first time Mr. Foote lectured here the baptismal f2nr
was in front, as yet unremoved—a relic of the past irontin-
the glory of the future. There were no haunting spirit30
orthodoxy about, however, as | spokewithin these four wegj
The building was thoroughl¥] regenerated and prepared
the service of humanity. | had fine audiences, ana cheerj
English enthusiasm. The evening attendance was especial y
large. In every way | have enjoyed the Manchester can
paign. | have met numerous friends. All give he»r3
welcome to the American visitor, and make him feel cntirC*
at home. It is an inspiring thought that in such a Kex
centre of the world’s business our flag is kept flying, bu
earnest workers as Mr. and Mrs. Pegg, and others, insure
continued success of our cause. Mr. E. G. Taylor, author
Shall Thought he Fettered in England 2—a most excell m
pamphlet—presided at the morning and evening meetiDE’
and Mr. Hurd at the afternoon. Quite a number of fn0 jt
were present from Failsworth, a bright centr® of FreethoR |
work, where | expect to be August 11, and of which 1 3 A
have a good story to tell, for a really splendid construe ~
enterprise has been carried on here of great i+ c/.s: t0
advanced thinkers. | cannot name all I met at Manches j
but I must thank them one and all for their kindness
generous support. ) -, Ped

mWith Mr. YVestwell and Mr. Robert Ainsworth | M
the Exchange, the Municipal buildings, the Art gallery, j
James’s Hall, Belle-Vue, and other places of interest »
enjoyment. Belle-Vue is one of the old and celeu
curiosities of cosmopolitan Manchester. Excursions
all over the kingdom come here for a day’s outing.
are large zoological gardens, extensive lakes, upon  d¢
steamboats are plying, concert hall, and a band @Q v
and at present a huge panorama of Port Artn
wonderful affair, giving a most vivid impression °|
place. In the evening there is a magnificent disp ‘1 a
fireworks, the “Storming of Port Arthur,” rer Eé'lpe-v*:
grandeur and brilliancy ‘which is indescribable. SU\TB
was started over fifty years ago by one man in a very =~}
way, and has grown to its present colossal proportion jc
place of varied amusement and instruction by the cnel jaDy

enius of the founder and his sons. The railroad com
as offered, | understand, £250,000 for the place, o» WD,
roprietors refuse to dispose of it for that or any Or*e f jts
t is their pride and glory to make this the best thing
kind in the kingdom. . . ik

St. James’s is one of the largest halls in the world, c**j0p
of holding 8,000 people. Westwell once held a lug ajiteto
of goods in this place, and sold in one day merchan -
the value of £27,000. 1 think this is one of the
business transactions on record. ,  jidoe

On Sunday evening | was pleased to meet, at th ~ I\n
of Mr. Westwell, Mr. Karsa, a Mohammedan ge”yieJ
who was present at the evening lecture, % Was gr»1

find that advanced belie}/ers A, the ﬁoran are, up®.v i,
broad and universal platform of Freethought, cor ]»*’\5

touch with science, progressive philosophy, and 1 |
literatiire, . . . . p
My visit aX Manche®erwas e 6f Hesat g¢mkatinn°“ar;
this hive of human industry there were still ©
poetry, hope and encouragement. . in_tbe
On"Monday | reach Derby, where | give a loot©" " jllk
evening at the Athenaeum Hall. This is quite *u!'jj
already mentioned Derby. The debate was X'
between Foote and Lee. | gave a review of Jia eSen+
entitling my lecture “Man and the Universe.” 1P. ;eh©,

the salient features of both sides of the debate, wh  j cOpl
certainly has resulted in great good to Secularism- Oy a
see that Air. Foote’s argument had lodged © n(t 9

intelligent mind, and that the commuﬁé h et©®,
densely orthodox as in days gone by. ~THef6 "@0red (
hard fight at this point. I'no"Sabbatarians e .
enfl()')rc_esg}% old flous laws, and fo(rj a time Y- aad 0
ublie Hhentis-now-pronodneced against 'n
F[;rinciples of Freethought are revailin%. Ther® ~ WG |
thing about tho debate after the lecturo was t maniiOn j
took part in it, in e very vaurteous and geny wag_hu fi
could not make out what her position rc ke y
seemed more lik e Swedenborgianism than anytnhVY o i
WgE a vague and indefinite defence of Theism, ~¢fe J p
any means on tho orthodox lines. | see tn» ,g fbe>
are disposed to defend “Christian” Theism. 1 ,C
pure and simple upon which they rely. \
_ Mr. Henry McGuinness presided at my lec"F” gt»r9V’
is an old army comrade, and fought beneath tn ~ fieDwr
Stripes. | am glad that, on a larger ami gr»n( JIOue, li ,x
are contendin% for universal freedom. At his friemfyi
tho lecture, with Mr. Whitney and other Seoul».. giofip
had a delightful sociable time, and closed ' , to -'Ud
“Auld Lang Syne.” Derby is quito a I}, pot °
Chester, with its tremendous bustle. But I sha
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le former’s rural and stately beauty, its appearance of
oonafort and wealth, its growing light of Freethought, its
?f}eerful companionship, and splendid band of earnest
Olojiers.
_Nottingham is next on my route, and | lecture here
jnesday, June 25, to a fair audience. There is a very large
rai) e’rPent in Nottingham, but somehow or other it is
nmuk ~different to distinctive Freethought work, and
is absorbed in the Socialistic and Independent
st The purely Secular movement is not what it
lie ~ ,e* ks own field, but there are sturdy supporters
for Hand 1 do not think there will be any ultimate failure,
spirit*? are *dl0se wi10 know that Freethought is the vital
hrpl °* re’orm>an(l must be maintained at all hazards. In
a es °f real stress and battle Nottingham has always been
sthsd allying place, and there is no doubt that, if anything
pres t e >Ud occur>Nottingham would fill its quota. At
I enrtis a kind of reserve corps. W
restr<fain until Saturday at Nottingham, and have a good
y(H the home of Mr. James Stapleton, president of the
fiPea-lIK lam Secular Society. Mr. Snell, one of the best
ii/Kfrs and workers in the English advance movement,
al'lr Ud me at the lecture, and made a very interesting
Nott?SS  welcome, in which he stated that in a certain way
s° m™®m was the hub of the universe ; and that is about
v ew England Pilgrim movement started from near
of th Nottingham Castle dates back to the time
toy,:0 Tritons, and then, as for Nottingham lace, there is
r hke it in the wide world, and the Nottingham girls
fimr  .mselves like queens with the chief productions of
prese d 101eilt .and majestic city. Lace manufacture in its
isthe \VMOder”u* skill and variety originated here. This

are  j°nY Pracc where they can make the machines, which
Wijs like “athing of life.” My friend, Mr. Parrott, who
| cad06 took me to view its marvellous evolutions.

Univer no more. explain them than | can explain the
S that*3 There is an infinity of movement, all prearranged
at wort-8*°ne str°ke it seems as if a million fingers were set
yarfis f deftly weave the gorgeous fabric. Fifty-two
oeofn, O finest lace>°f any pattern desired, are made on
the me 580 niachines every half hour. You might watch
Oyster lansm day long, and yet not penetrate its
Prod -, in Nottingham can the genius of man
Mght wtkeSe suPerfi>tireless creatures that labor day and
frid J il the force of a human intelligence and fill the
passj tth beauty.
2 Wavt  xm these miracles of modern progress, we take
‘dark }, t? Nottingham Castle, in whose dim recesses the
M« onward and abysm of time” is quaintly revealed.
ootnpan.aPleton and my artist freind, Mr. Story, are my
sowhai!®~S  Nr. Story has painted some of the pictures
this fam™InS °n the walls, and is well up in the history of
'nj m>nfUl caRtle. Of course, only here and there do we
"hodv t ants of the original structure, which was built
rckw n°ws when. Some say that the citadel on this
~NOrv reared about the time of King David of scriptural

thousand years before Christ. Others go back

ancient Romans and Britons, but there is no
‘op a rat great rock which towers above the city has
n cent -mented fortress in one_shape or another for
plated nturies. At present the main structure is a cas-
pelf s '“nsion of comparatively modern date, having
pNstill tOY niutilation in the days of Chartist reform :
edceUrtrt _ seen "9 Mortimer’s Hole, where the wickea

Routed 1 liile amorous queen, to be finally detected and
Yr0 Tyburn. There is also the “New Jerusalem,”
fvtrnisi vended to the thirsty wayfarer, and which

st>ders. 7 centuries ago from the same place to the holy
art/u, nC name. In the mansion as it now
YMe dtlQ . galler% and museum, and one can spend
ay viewing the treasures of this unique and

e castle. Samuel P. Putnam.

(To be continued.)

A MIRACLE AT LOURDES.

S/™Parii6®* the great annual pilgrimage of the faithful
%n U rflto Lourdes it is unfortunate for the credit of this

) 'S that the Assize Court of the Seme should
10 Cnrxri<d- -1 e

to --0.0 1 ouuaxi yv.* —
iV"g ly ]iflade gpon the credulity of the Church.
Y tjufirofa repaired to Lourdes in tho season in the
k°ly ~Pple hobbling on crutches. He wasdipped
kv to Ja,* at the spot wliore the Virgin .Mary is
P tnancl, | oFke h GRS ARG G sk
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once threw away his sticks. Great was the joy among the
poor pilgrims seeking relief from their maladies; for here
was one of their number, and not the least afflicted,
confessedly made whole. The local cIergP/ allowed them-
selves to be imposed upon. They took Delanoy up, starred
him as a living proof of the miraculous qualities of the holy
spring, and finally installed him as a_keeper of a home for
invalids. This last was an honor which the impostor had
not counted upon. ~He was not averse to being feted as an
examﬂle of the Divine mercy, and to living at free quarters.
But the duties imposed upon him by his new office proved
irksome. At all events, he fell from grace, stole all the
money in the “home ”that he could lay hands upon, and
disappeared. Such a thorough-paced scoundrel was bound
to be heard of again, and he was. He turned up in Paris
as a sham lunatic. This time, however, the medical
authorities upon whom he had previously imposed as a

tended sufferer from locomotor ataxy were too many for

} His dossier was compiled for a number of years,
covering his experiences at Lourdes, and society has at
length scored its first success against one of the most
accomplished impostors of the day.

The ingenui'?/ with which Delanoy has deceived medical
experts at different times in his career is remarkable, and
there is just that amount of excuse for the clergy, whose
zeal to present an authentic miracle so sadly outran their
discretion. But the case shows how necessary it is to be
careful in accepting stories of the miraculous at Lourdes or
elsewhere, however well attested by persons acting in all
good faith. If Delanoy had only been a less incorrigible
rogue than he really was, if he could have contented
himself with the position he had won in the esteem of the
faithful, there could not have been a more authentic miracle
than his. For he had been through the hands of medical
experts who had pronounced him to be suffering from one
of the most hopeless of nervous disorders. The real miracle
in the case is that this arch imﬁostor should at length have
been exposed. It is a case of the pitcher going too often to
the well.—*“Morning,” Aug. 1J.

The Ascent of Man.

Either man was created and placed in the Garden of Eden
something less than six thousand years ago, as narrated in
Genesis, or he was not. If the statement made in Genesis
is not true, or if man did not fall in consequence of the
transgression of a law of God, then the whole scheme of
Christianity, asgaromulgated by Churchmen, is false; for, if
there was no fall, there was no need of redemption, no
vicarious sacrifice, no atonement, no Savior, no death on the
cross to placate the anger of the Almighty Father.

If man did not fall, but has been advancing from age to
age, ever increasing in knowledge and goodness, then it is
false to attempt his elevation by the methods of the Church.
dHeﬂ(]nust be lifted up by education, not by somebody’s

eath.

Every trace of pre-historic man, the rough stone axe, the
arrow-head of flint, tho rude tracing of aboriginal artists,
the resurrected cities and monuments, show that man has
come up from a savage condition, advancing step by step, as
does the child in its growth and development, until he has
attained his present enlightenment. Instead of a fall, it is,
then, in truth, an ascension, and it is an insult to his
intelligence to intimate the need of an intermediate to
r%stolze him to a condition he never occupied.—Progressive
Thinker.

PROFANE JOKES.

Teacher—*“What is a miracle ?’
thing that happens in America.”

A boy was reading from an old-fashioned primer, in which
the letter “s” in the body of a word was printed very much
like the letter “f.” He read the sentence, “ Solomon was the
wifest man that ever lived.” “True, my boy, true,” said his
father, who was listening ; “he had a thousand of 'em.”

During a recent vacancy in a Highland parish church a
preacher was urgently required one Sunday. The local
teacher telegraphed to a minister in Oban as follows—"* Mr.
M'Nab, Oban. Can you supply us on Sunday ?” The
following reply came: “Can supply you any day except
Sunday.” There were two M'Nabs in Oban, one of whom
was a fishmonger, and to him the message went.

“Why, deacon, what are you looking for I’asked Golightly,
as he observed the deacon examining his wood-pile the other
evening. “Well, I'm just examining this last load of wood
to see If it is all right. You see, | bought it from Brother
Brown yesterday, and in prayer-meeting to-night he called
himself so many kinds of a miserable sinner, that | thought
it just possible it was the quality of this load of wood
that was weighing on his mind.”

Boy—" Please, sir, it’s a
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marlced *“ Lecture Notice,” i f not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

St. James’s Hall (Banqueting Hall), Piccadilly : 7.30, G. W. Foote,
“Religion in the Light of Science.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8

select entertainment and dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell
a lecture.

Milton Hall (Hawley-crescent, 89 Kentish Town-road) : 7, musical
seltlelctions; 7.30, Charles Watts, “ Christian Evidences: their Utter
Fallacy.”

Westminster Branch : 9, Excursion by brake from Old Pimlico Pier
to Epping Forest. Tickets (3s.) can be had of Secretary, J. Burrell,
6 Ponsonby-place, Westminster.

Tuesday, 8.30, social gathering.
Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., “Animal
Development.”

~Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, C. James, “ The Decay of Chris-
tianity.”

Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Gospel of Evolution.”

Deptford Broadway: 6.30, a lecture. Thursday, at 8, C. James
will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, W. J. Ramsey, “The Garden
of Eden.”

Finsburx Park (near the band-stand): 11.15 and 3.15, St. John will
lecture.

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, Lucretius Keen, “ Free
Will a Delusion.” Thursday, at 8.30, W. J. Ramsey will lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ Free Will
a Delusion 3.30, “The Four Gospels.” Wednesday, at 8, Stanley
Jones will lecture.

Istington (Prebend-street,
“The Soul.”

Kilhurn (corner of Victoria-road): 7, Stanley Jones will lecture.

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 1130, S. E Easton
will lecture.

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, a lecture.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, F. Haslam, “The Life and Teachings of
Buddha.”

O1d Pimlico Pier: 11.30, Stanley Jones, “Christianity Critically
Examined.”

Regent’s Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3. a lecture.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, a lecture; 3.15, A. B.
Moss will lecture.

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ He that
Believeth”; 0. James, “ The Philosophy of Atheism.” Thursday, at 8,
a lecture.

Packington-street) : 11 .30, E. Calvert,

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11,Gymnasium
class ; 5, tea; 7, entertainment.

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 11, S. P. Putnam,
“ Freethought in America”; 3, “Freethought and Morality”; 7, “ Chris-
tianity and Secularism.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, 0.
Cohen, “ The Political Ethics of Herbert Spencer ”; 6.30, “Does God
Exist ?”

Newoastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near
Grey’s monument): 11, Mrs. Thornton Smith, “The Land for the
People”; 3, “The Population Question”; 7, “The Gospel of Free-
thought.”

P1ymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street) : 7, annual meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Roekingham-street) :
11, W. Heaford, “An Hour with the Devil”; 3 “The Futility of
Prayer”; 7, “The Doom of the Hods"™ The morning lecture, weather
permitting, will be near the Monolith.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, a lecture.

Bradford (Open Market, James-street) : 6.30, A. W. Oxley, “ Incon-
sistencies of the Pulpit.”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Manchester (Stephenson-square): 3, C. Cohen—see Friday's Eveniny
News for subject.

South Shields (Market-place): 11, Hall Nicholson, “ Christianity
and Slavery ”; 3, “ Christian and Secular Morality."

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—August 25, Man-
chester.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—Aug. 25,
m. Pimlico Pier, e. Kilburn ; 28, Hyde Park. Sept. 1, m. Kingsland, a
Finsbury Park ; 8, m. Camberwell, a. Hyde Park, e. Camberwell; 15, m.
Finsbury, e. Edmonton ; 22, m. Kingsland, e. Deptford ; 25, Hyde Park ;
26, Hammersmith; 29, m Victoria Park, a. Finsbury Park, e. Kilburn.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, E.—August 25,
m. Clerkenwell, a. Victoria Park.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E —Sept. 15, e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and
a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

(JTANTON, tho People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito
O  Somerset House). —TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. Gd each; upper
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
I's.; painless by gas, 6s.
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THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.

(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gosp™
Story by a Master Hand.)

Price Sixpence.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E.C.

Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., PO9* e’

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INdUIRING CHRISTIANS’

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
Sold also in separate parts asfollows —

1—Bible Contradictions- The contradictions are priﬁtedljl
parallel columns. 4d. —

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities ~ ffitb
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arrant j fla
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absur
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities.

from Genesis to Revelation.
line for easy reference. 4d.
Brokell

- .- = . - .*.. -
4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecehcies, Obscenities,
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d

London: It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E-C-

Containing all the godly wickedn”.
Each infamy has a sepa

Vol. L, cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY-

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.
" . B . gl A8
Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No P®
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswe .
Indictment of Christianity.

e in Ttvp/la’ s
Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine Wj-{)(\elgapic"'

Monkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise o ajes,
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The or
"The book is very carefully compiled, the references Nage t°
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the gre erOrmer\
opponents of Christianity.”—O. Buadlaugii, in National, s j grjeCl.
“The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the w >
Weekly Times. . . .
“The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hea = n
field Examiner. . .
“The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.
(U.S.A)). c
London; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,
4>
13 +
The Clacton Tea-Table*,
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-0
Spécialitét—Is. Ordinary, 1230 to 3. ait*

Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished

Also “Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier
Proprietor, H

COALS! COALS! COALS' o

od Par°r
MESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD < CO. are supply”

Coal, 149
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. Gd. per Ton. Hot Kic ~ N,

R. Forder says: “They are remarkably cheap and wp,irjor"D

W. J. Ramsey writes : “1 am well satisfied with yoU

Miss Vance says : “They are excellent.”
Orders to 206 York-road, King’s Gross.

1 N
PG FRERTINKERS. —|adies and Centigill. 4 oy
SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate 1 Tailof, ilei
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—Il. HAMPTON, Ar . prtr
Oastle-atrcet, W. (three doora from Regent-a.re I
leading Freethinkers

jjoon!
Dépots all



August 25, 1895.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—io a.m. to i p.m., /os. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m., Js. Patients Visited.

¢ MEDICAL ESSAY3. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

C ams Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,

{ ?\ The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
d 1llioi*ess, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and

Tﬂé’bc%hgtsct Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

~MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

. Ancles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
for tiana its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
[og8 . Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
T%rsRLr}gworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

“Medical ESSAYS. Vol Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

sujka” s Articles on No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
Hundr i Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
Attract “ears> to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
VariQIvf: .On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Winter p ems’ ~°.~s and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Mercery °U* * Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

_MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
if on_Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse
P°iSoni “ood, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Kbnife, Arsenica
other aS ' .Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and
Lice Ch’ L 5 ~ so Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
HerAesni£ken-P°x, Sjmovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
Sr e ter or_ShingIesg, E_rysiEeIas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Ep;™'mic Influ

>atica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

c"DICAL ESSAYS. Vol.V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for
J°enail n ra'n‘n®’ Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing
JAthach”~cll ~*1> Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing
Solids p - ore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes an
Ut fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,

T& ErYnS’ ~ca” s’ Bruises, etc. .
Hvp6 tX\t y°lume8) strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free.

MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

»SPK&PSM : 1TS CAUSE AND CURE.
CONSsrIr»?? DIGESTION. _Post free for 7d.
Al 2sIUMPTIOIN: 1iF§ NATURAL CWRE. Post free yd.

mjj ese Looks, bound in One Vol., post free, Gs. 6d. Send Postal Order.
liQfiLP, PHLE FOR YO MEN._ For Postal Order for is. id.

Nﬁ‘ Q %@ ma\é%@o WDM For Postal Order for ¥. €d.
QT‘“’V\(/Ications to be addressed to—

4 DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Spanish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK

Taq °n NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
rACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
100 B? J- HOLMES, M.M.L,, M.V.S,, M.N.S.S.
~th portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
%5 Price Ispost free.

A°8tAPor?6110 bring tlle information within the reach of the i)oor, the
n Parta of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
Tuzh bralXt Post *ree 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.

n*"6 " iree’
Jj~Phlet tona™Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “Mr Holmes’
(eiaix th "8 an amO03t unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
" yhg. Aeory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
~;  W’an ¢ Phe special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo-
in hiaause an”™ to human well-being generally is just his combi-
statement of the physical and moral
plain account.of.the.means.by which it
TWBLPossir i* anc* an_offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
he Gom e Priées.”
vf8have »i ~he Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr Allbutt, and
ofs, Tra<j. 80 8Poken of it in very high terms.
r Ord«ri ,,r'PPhed by H. Fordek, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
< u °uld be sent to the author,

» DHOLIVIES. HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

w T

H ‘ ) 11 . ) . ”
Arel'e®endell’s “ Wife’s Friend
‘"#\]™ in ip!?? Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
K ~ll-ew 7, Handbook, Made solely by J. Pullen, 15

. 51
u'es). p >Glerkenwell; fs. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
r Particulars send stamped envelope.

«IMPORTANT CAUTION.
“k 7 f, 'Citations substituted by some dealers and chemists,

y introd, 1&00-"and “J- w - Kendall ” being speciously and
LoOk Uced to deceive the public.

Autograph Registered Trade Mark

VA
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Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowegs of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,

2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Chljistianit% and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. Gd.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hourg’ Address to the Jury
beforo Lord Coleridge. With a Special Proface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

MR;I Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of
atthew, discovered by G. W. Footo. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Soarchingi1 Inquiry into tho Mental
Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstono. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Odpen Lotter to Bishop Magoo on
tho Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Roply to J. S. Mill.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation S ruP; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist.
in Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rojoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
Tg(é New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.

On

3d.

2d.

A Lio

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showinfg what Royalta/ does for tho Pooplo,
and what the I’eoplo do for Royalty.  2d.

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and IargeIP/ ro-written.
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo and tho Applo, Id.; (3) Cain
and Abol, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.;
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jows, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11)
Jonah and tho Whalo, Id.; (12) Biblo Animals, Id.; (13) AVirgin
Mothor, 1d.; (14) Tho Rosurroction, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
Id.; (1G) John’s Nightmare, Id.

London: K. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Handsomely hound in cloth, post free 7s. Gd.,

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
OF
FREETHINKERS OF ALL AGES AND NATIONS.
BY

J. M. WHEELER.

“The Dictionary has involved enormous labor, and the compiler
deserves the thanks of the Freethought party.”—National Reformer.

“ The work will be of the greatest value.”—Freethought.

“ At last we have the long-wanted means of silencing those Christians
who are continually inquiring for our great men, asserting that all great
men have been on the side of Christianity.”—Truthseeher \ New York).

“The most important Freethought work published this year.”—De
Dageraad (Amsterdam).

“A good and useful work that was much needed.”—Commonweal.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.”

Monthly, Price Id.
Edited by JOHN GRANGE.
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Forder.
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SALE. SALE

NOW FOR ANOTHER HOWLING GALE OF BUSINESS,

August 25, 1895

Black or Navy Serge Suit Length, Pure Wool 15s.
Check or Mixture Suit Length. Pure Wool 15s.
Three Pure Wool Trousers Lengths, Splendid Qualities 15s.
Black, Navy, or Brown Melton Overcoat Length 15s.
1 Lady’s and 1 Gent’s Silver-mounted Umbrellas (best covers) 15s.
A Bundle of Dress Remnants (20 yds., double width) 15s.
Two Pure Wool Dress Lengths 15s.

One Shilling must be added to cover carriage on each parcel.

MONEY REFUNDED IF THE INVESTMENT IS NOT SATISFACTORY.

J. W GOTT, 2*4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD

Colonel Ingersoll's Great Lecture,

ABOUT THE HOLY BIB=

Price Sixpence.

A  LECTURE
MR. G. W. FOOTE

(President of the National Secular Society)

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, j-C-

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll*

! 2d.
ST. JAMES'S HALL <oy yoe oo g0 oms e
'Iéhel ogly Xomplete edléloln in Why amdl an AO0* ST
nglan ccurate as Colenso,  Part 1. 2d. ol
(BANQUETING HALL), PICCADILLY, W. and fascinating as a novel. 132 | J) Why am | an AoN
. . I- Superior paper, cloth Is. (i Part 1. 2d RODR to
Entrances—Regent-street and Piccadilly. Di FENCE OF FreETHOUGHT. Faith and Factr. OP
a Five Hours’Speech at the Trial  pr. Field. 2d Ddrd’
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. < 4 and Man. S -
6d. to Dr. Field. J*- <d
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25th— The Gods. 6d. e

R G With The Dying Cbbb”

eply to ladstone.

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. TrA ,‘écﬁgﬁ?n V?,,fhiiPe thJK(lzi
4d. Coudert and Gov. & = n

“ RELIGION IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE.”

Chair Taken at 7.30 p.m.

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY.

Obtainable at Tree’s Ticket Office, Piccadilly ; and at
28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE’'S WORKS.

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by Q. W.

Miscellaneous Theological Works.

Rome or Reasonl A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire.

Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas
Paine. 2d
Ernest Renan
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

Ttég Three Philanthropists.

3d.

and Jesus

Love the Redeemer. 2d.

IS Suicide a Sinl 2d.
Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

2d. - F FA
The Household 0 n

Art and MORALITV-2d
Do | Blaspheme > qppi*
The Clergy and

Sense. 2d N
Social Salvati

Marriage and
Agnostic's Vie«-

Skulls. 2d' fT,TAicE
The Great Mb»*

Live Topics,

Mytf‘ Bﬁasphemy !8- )G.

Repairing the ldols. .
Christ and Miracles- jj.

Creeds &Spiritual® m

2d. ifi
'oVc&

i

Complete Theological Works. (Inciuding the Aye of

Heaton.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edltlon
Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

London : R. For ler, 2« 8touecutter-otreel. H<’

With a Political
; bound in cloth, 2s ] )
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-streot, E.C. Printed and Published hv G. W. PoOTK at IS Srr

London, EQ.



