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A REVOLUTION.

k° rk the meeting of parliament is a favourite time for 
th na ls^c sensations. On a former occasion of this kind 

Chronicle started a discussion on “  Is Christianity 
r â C(̂  Out 1” During the past week or so it has found 
it 111 f°r another discussion, which was started by “  An 
lut' n°^ n Ouantity,” under the heading of “ Is it a Revo- 
jat'°n  ̂’ As this writer was allowed two columns of the 

gest type, it is to be presumed that his letter was 
s Med as of considerable importance. Ilis style is lucid 

’gu, but his drift is rather obscure. Apparently— but 
E sPeak under correction— he wishes to congratulate 
don 181 foc êty on its passing through a beneficent revolu- 

> which will bring it back to healthier views of human 
overd e' The great sex problem, for instance, has been
n, . one> a,'d sexual discussions are ceasing to commandmeir fry. °
have 0Iracr exaggerated attention. Levity and frivolity

their career, and society promises to become more

l 4 U ^ is  ls very edifying, and particularly so when we 
hiv pnt° "writer’s account of the origin of the levity and 

trom which society is advancing.
Agn men hving can remember the time when the 
tuoinR1,? Vas popularly imagined as a drunken, foul- 
Agn t- .thiker. But ere long it appeared that the 
a ?„ 'JSUc/ lad been imagined wrongly, and was in reality 
Bisb^Tf cu^ture, a man of science, or a lady novelist. 
c0nt3ilet was no longer socially ostracised. On the 
mor, aty. young people in drawing-rooms were almost 
faitj K y anxious to tell you that they had lost their 
that Vk r 'vere unreasonably sanguine in their hope 
°Ve fact would interest you. I do not want to 
allow- I t ,  ̂ 1C casei hut I think it will be generally 
tin,,, etl fhat the great barriers of religion were at that 
Not n!Uch weakened and broken down. What followed ? 
reCrup outbreak of crime that some expected, for the 
class«« Agnosticism were not from the criminal

Ü,

had f '  *̂ lu rigid life by rule of reason that others
SoiUetRet°^ ~ ^ or the two primary instincts go for 
iuquir^ g ,  A spirit of restlessness followed, a spirit of 
0ne a hatred of fixed forms and traditional ideas, 
new (r,lrlhr affer another was tried ; nothing was too 
In the!? w,hd, too extravagant. Reverence decreased. 
done t h^fhplace of this spirit of unrest something was 
T|°thin °  • eeP reverence, and Positivists worshipped 
But j J' ln. Particular in a little place off Fetter-lane. 
reverpr. SP]Î® °f such efforts the general feeling of 
that al C° j l<* decrease. For the slavish feeling of fear 
&fe likol° decreased neither orthodox nor unorthodox 
levity X  feel any regret. The extravagance and 
''raced " ,  have been so noticeable among us may bo 
°f relilryjjl'nP8’ h1 part to this weakening or the barriers

u uW, if
dist, i. 0 Writer means— and whatolso can ho mean l— 

ffl hime 'ef êd up naturally to Oscar Wildo, wo bog to 
s°ar ■, ‘d  he completely misunderstands his subject. 
^  1 ° Was never, wo believe, an Agnostic. Ho

t bn 0< ahsolutely nothing but himself. In literature 
- 10 Was — - ’ - - — ■ . . •

re-
ot
H
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eliev ® merely an idiosyncrasy. The representativo 
t h > d a n ! i T ebeen men and women of great seriousness 
h Ul Carácter. Who can associate frivolity with 
V l ey¡ ® °f Buckle, Georgo Eliot, Mill, Clifford, Darwin, 

N°, 7 3 ^  ®Penc0r ? Was thoro anything frivolous

about the sayings and doings of Charles Bradlaugh l His 
personal appearance indicated intense earnestness. He was 
not “  An Unknown Quantity.” He was a great public 
force— a daring champion of unpopular ideas; and his 
courage and self-sacrifice brought him to an untimely grave.

It is good of this writer to admit that Agnosticism was 
not recruited from the criminal classes. But is it not 
precisely those classes amongst whom Christianity boasts 
its sublimest conquests ? You are quite uninteresting in 
Christian circles if you have always been just and honorable. 
The son who stays at home, does his work, and looks after 
his father’s business, is a commonplace character; but the 
prodigal son, who fools away his time with drunkards and 
harlots, is a great attraction. Christianity rejoices over 
ono sinner that repenteth more than over ninety-nine just 
persons who need no repentance. Go to the Devil first, if 
you want to make a first-rate Christian afterwards.

The Chronicle writer speaks pompously of “  the barriers 
of religion.” One would think they are the only real 
defences of morality and clean living, whereas many of 
the dirtiest and most villainous characters in history 
have been conspicuously pious. And what is the use of 
mouthing the word “ reverence,” as though it were of 
definite and unalterable value 1 Surely the value of 
reverence depends upon the worth of what is reverenced. 
And why this cheap sneer at Positivism l It requires 
neither valor nor wit to indulge in such a recreation. 
Positivism may be ever so wrong intellectually; that 
is a point which we need not discuss at ¿resent; but it 
certainly holds aloft an ideal which is fa. more rigorous 
than the ideal of Christianity. To say that the Positivists 
“  worshipped nothing in particular ” is sheer inanity affecting 
smartness. They worshipped Humanity. An abstraction, 
you will say; but what more is any god in the world’s 
pantheon, even the god of Theism or the very god of the 
Daily Chronicle1

It seems to us that this “ Unknown Quantity” must 
have moved among the virtuosi. He states that disbelief 
ceased to be socially ostracised : surely he refers to chatter 
about disbelief rather than to disbelief itself, the affectation 
rathor than the reality. Social ostracism still continues 
for those who take any open and active part in the 
propagation of “ infidelity,” just as the law, which allows a 
certain individual freedom of thinking, interposes all sorts 
of obstacles tho moment you set about advocating Free- 
thought in a public way, and especially if you do so in 
concert with others of the same persuasion.

These vory reasons, even if there were no others, render 
it extremely improbable that disbelief should load to 
“ extravagance and levity.” When a man finds the world 
against him, not for any crime or vice on his part, but 
because ho has honestly thought for himself, he is in 
danger of becoming too serious. It is fortunate, indeed, if 
he does not becomo a Pessimist. On the whole, therefore, 
the “  breaking down of the barriers of religion ” seems to 
us the very best guarantee of that beneficent revolution 
which the Chronicle writer is proclaiming.

G. W. FOOTE.
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MISSIONS IN CHINA.

T h e  massacre of Christians— one man,, nine women, and 
a baby—at Kucheng has caused a thrill of horror through
out the land, and, what may prove more useful, has excited 
discussion on the utility of missions, and their political 
relations, in China. Mr. Eugene Stock, the editorial 
secretary of the Church Missionary Society, has himself, 
in a long letter to the papers, met a question, which should 
be solved, not in the hot blood of indignation, but in the 
calm light of reason. He says :—

“ I speak the mind of hundreds of mi ssionaries when 
I say that they have no personal desire for anything in 
the nature of vengeance, even for such terrible outrages 
as we now deplore. But Great Britain cannot in China 
pass lightly over the murder of British subjects who 
have a right to be there. The British Government will, 
I doubt not, take all measures in this case that are right 
and necessary, especially with a view to the future pro
tection of British residents; but the last thing we desire 
is that the Gospel should be carried into China at the 
point of the bayonet.”

If Mr. Stock means that every effort should be made to 
bring the criminals to justice, we concur. Lord Salisbury 
has promptly demanded this, and it has been as promptly 
conceded by the Emperor of China. But Mr. Stock makes 
the demand, “  missionaries must be protected.” Does he 
mean they should be followed and protected by gunboats 
and soldiers 1 That is simply impossible. China will feel 
the results of her disastrous war with Japan for many years 
to come. Rebellion has been fomented, fanaticism fanned 
to a flame ; disbanded soldiers rove the provinces, ready for 
any mischief; secret societies abound. These “  Vege
tarians ” are twelve thousand strong. They are well armed 
and organised, and are able to withstand the Chinese troops. 
According to Mr. Waters, who has been British Consul at 
Foochow, and who has had thirty years’ experience of 
China, they are no roughs, but abstemious and “ peaceful, 
praiseworthy, and well-conducted people. They never drank 
or smoked, and were, in fact, something like a Band of 
Hope in England.” Wo shall see presently that thoy have 
special causes of hatred against the “  foreign devils,” who, 
they believe, bring opium, war, and immorality in their train.

The missionary should know that he risks his life. If 
prepared to take all risks on himself, we might admire his 
zeal, even while lamenting it is not zeal according to 
knowledge. But this is just what he does not care to do. 
He claims the privileges of the Givis Romanus, and expects 
his country to back him in every difficulty. As a politician 
once said in the House : “  Every missionary wants a 
gunboat at his back !” Worse, ho insists on having his 
womankind with him, though he knows they aro regarded 
by the Celestials as only the members of a harem. Young 
girls, fresh from home and school, are sent into the 
interior of a disturbed country, believing in the efficacy of 
prayer, and relying on the protection of a God who does 
nothing. The imprudence, nay, the cruelty, of those who 
urge girls to embark on such a career for the salvation of 
their souls is nothing short of scandalous. Mr. Eugene 
Stock says : “  But what if women claim a right to a share 
in spiritual warfare 1” He tells us “  tho men and women 
of the missionary committee dare not refuse to accept, and 
even to call for, such invaluable offers of service.” Is this 
reason or fanaticism 1 Because some young girls, with 
inflamed religious feelings, and ignorant or oblivious of the 
condition of things in China, claim to share in spiritual 
warfare, do the men and women who stop at homo, and the 
editorial secretary, who lives by sendingothers out, “ dare not 
refuse them,” but even call for others 1 Would Mr. Stock 
gave a free head to his own daughter if she wanted to go 1 
Mr. Eugene Stock reminds us that tho spread of Chris
tianity has been “ attained at the cost of many precious 
lives.” It has, indeed. Those who know the real history 
of Christian missions know that it has not, however, usually 
been the lives of tho missionaries. Christianity has been 
spread by the sword quite as truly as ever was Islam.

There is, it is said, monumental evidonco that Christianity 
was preached in China bcforo tho seventh century. What 
has been tho upshot of a thousand years, more or less, of 
missionary work 1 Tho missionaries have made themselves 
and their creed so abhorred that thoy are constantly in 
danger of outrages. I iie opposition to Christianity in 
China comes from the educated classes. It is said this

is because Christianity tends to weaken their authority 
But there are numerous other reasons, as anyone who & 
read the paper by Wong Ching Foo in the North Am r̂ica 
Review, entitled “  Why I am a Heathen,”* will kn° g 
Wong Ching Foo says he retreated “  shudderingly frora , 
belief in a merciless God who had long foreordained nrô  
of tho helpless human race to an eternal hell. To Pfeft -n 
such a doctrine to intelligent heathen would only raisf 
their minds doubts as to my sanity, if they did not belie 
I was lying.” The common expression used of mission»1, 
by tho shrewd Chinese is “ Lie-preaching devils. 
Hung-Chang, the Prime Minister, said to the Rev. G“ l>e 
Reid, of the Presbyterian North China Mission, as 
records in tho Forum of June, 1893: “ Well, 
needn’t come back to China ; you had better reform 
American people, so that they will treat our Cbin 
laborers a little better.” In California these have ° ^  
been stoned, mobbed, and murdered by fanatical Christi 
In violation of the treaty of 1869, the United States ^  
passed Chinese Exclusion Acts, designed “  to prohibit „ 

of Chinese persons into the United °ta ■
persecuted

excluded abroad, can it be wondered the Chinese desire
Theycannot
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white men to return to their own country ? 
understand that holy avidity for the salvation 
which is accompanied with the introduction of opium, 1 l‘ ‘"g 
and rifles. They cannot appreciate the gospel of 
.Christ and gunboats. The Rev. George Smith ( Visit uS 
Consular Cities of China, p. 54) records that they 
express themselves : “  Perhaps this doctrine may be v^ c 
good, but we wish that you would first try it 011 
English themselves, for they are wicked men. When „ 
doctrine has made them better, then come and speak to ^ 

Mr. Alexander Michie, in his work on Miss'ioW1 te 
China, notes that the recognition of Christian missions ^ 
forced on China. He says (pp. 5 and 6 ): “  Toleratio ^  
Christian missionaries, extorted by forco from u . eJ. 

Christians on a different platform from the 0 ^placed 
foreigi
which China of its own notion extended complete
foreign religions, Mohammedanism and Buddhism ^

the
in

d a im ed ^

Christianity is therefore inseparably associated wi 
humiliation of the empire— a calamity which is yet tr & 
tho memory of the living generation.”

The sole ground on which toleration was ^
Christianity was that it taught men to be virtuous, a” cc0£!. 
Chinese, says Mr. Michie, “  have some difficulty m 
nising in tho actual Christianity of real life th° i,,n ^e.,r 
disguise which theoretical Christianity was made ”onet.„ 
when presented to them at the point of the b»> 
Chinese society is founded on filial duty. When 'ra th er  
that in the Bible there are such injunctions as to ha c S  t0 
and mother for the sake of Christ (Luke xiv. 26), gUCli
let the dead bury tho dead, they are astonished at 5'!^._
creed claiming to be divine. Mr. Michie says (p- >

“ It so happens that, impure as the Chinese j® ^ure 
tiou may be, the whole body of their classical j.0 be 
does not contain a single passage which ne n0t be 
slurred over or explained away, and which frjiO
read in its full natural sonse by youth or roal°  ¡¡i theS0 
to people nurtured on a literature so immacuia cli\cf 
respects there are things in the Bible which ^ even i° 
lated to create a prejudice against its teaching’ , 
well-disposed minds.” ■ ^ oa

Mr. R. S. Gundry, writing in tho Fortnightly in'
“  Missions in China,” gives his testimony 3ga,nS 0g 
discriminate distribution of the Biblo. He ° ' )SC -fico 3 
the Chinese are apt to be offended at tho ®  r0 op®11 
Jephthah’s daughter. The proceedings of 1 olis ratbef 
to question, and Samuel’s treatment of Agag 10 t' raCts a1'? 
barbarous. Mr. Michic mentions that mission3,1 Y vva,lloiv'c

te:illkcoarsely illustrated by such scones as Jonah being 811
by the great fish, and Jael in the act of driving gtor.'j 
peg through the temples of her sleeping guest. (jation ° 
of the Incarnation, which lies at tho very 10,111 
Christianity, offends the sensitive heathen C h 0Ho ^ °eUllomoiuy, VJllD,„*o I.UD Dvavuiu _

Mr. Michie’s book is a valuable one, and in tho *- s9,th e p re s e n t^ 7).passage he throws some light upon 
coming at the hands of the Vegetarians.

“ Societies, whose bond of union is 
llesh, alcohol, opium, tobacco, and impurity, ullC|er p,j, 
members aro held strictly to their rules, ar UI1c0 ®u - 
ban of the missionaries. They always pr0 1 - 'ffj,

He says (P , 0$ 
,os0 
tli°

a b stin en ce

1887.
Bcprintod in tho Freethinker, August 28 to Sep1010
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of abstinence ‘ idolatry,’ a verdict always ready 
_ aand, which saves troublesome examination. One 
i\a°tice, which seems to be most obnoxious to the 
is rSSJ?nar ês °f  certain sections, is Vegetarianism, which 
j-i alher common in China. This, it appears, is one of 
sim f^fflest wiles of the Devil to make the Chinese 
‘ululate goodness, even before the arrival of the 

dcfS1<-JIlar'os, an(l accordingly the victims of this deadly 
le Usi?n must be saved from their vegetarian diet at 
^ SF> if not entirely from the vegetarian superstition. 
,je8.ln8le breach of the vow is all that is required to 
thptro.y fie  accumulated merit of half a lifetime, and 
the IXUS9i°nai'ies naively relate the snares they set for 
tr 86 Pseudo-virtuous people to entrap them into 
look ®Fessi°n. The breaking of an egg, in 
we 3  ’? sometimes the means blessed to this end ; and 
ini

The breaking of an egg, innocent as it 
. ——^„mies the means blessed to this end ; and

‘Qcm' wdy °ld converts laying earnest siege to new 
Sejy lrers. in order that, by some means, they may be 
em,:°er n̂t° eating pork in their company—a sort of 
bivalent of ‘ taking the shilling.’ ”

Aust)̂ ij " ’1° wish to drive the Chinese out of America and 
Hot, la always complain of their immorality. W e need 
the Qu-n’ 36 surprised that similar charges are made by 
•fttrod(jlnese against Europeans, who are believed to 

“ lco« ; opium, and impurity in their train. 
goeS1'°nar^’ * earnest, is as fanatical as the Chinese, 

^  ln °̂ danger as blindly. If a humbug, he lives, as 
110 live ^ \° Hwg-Kong Daily Telegraph most of them 
Joule} ’nln uxury and with a retinue of servants such as he 
'fcujg t,. v°[' hope to have at home. In either case he 
Ar, r: i 6 ill-will of the native, and he should do so at his 

K' J. M. W heeler.

the
v a l u e  o f  t h e  h ig h e r  c r it ic is m .

\
>  Chr

( Concluded from, page BOO.)
WT' V'kristians put forward tho Biblo as being tho vory 
klvjf; God, all-sufficient for revelation of himself and 
u W °n us, we naturally ask first for its credentials, 
of J ;  where, and how did God givo it to mankind 1 W o, 

should have thought that, in vouchsafing this 
U S  document, Qn which tho eternal destiny of our race 
H  a to depend, he would havo taken care to do so in 
U ^ ner that its origin and its communication by 
?olivJ; Woi?ld bo quite beyond dispute ; as, for instance, >y 

it to the earliest men in a form which, oeing
S lv  shouldJ.-uy as fu su°ui<J over be preserved bv the human 
e,,, pies a 10 a^3°lute and invariable standard by which 
*ta v°rs n<l  Versi°ns could bo tested, just as wo, in our 
(1j 'lards f accuracy, have ordained and preserved 
, A been ° measuro and weight. And surely it would 
filia l s t a ^  b)r ^ °d  the omnipotent to distinguish this 
'l(jl i aU fut ar<1 by such a supernatural character as would 
tl, t' that -Ur° men wh° referred to it recognise, without

wQ,lt Was °f him and from him. But we soon find fs are '
?hts. 

ut t^ as eve
Ten Commandments, which he himself, it is

fyj WchTr • ----- -------  ----- - - ------- -------
■khÎ th o u îir6 ' n<ie°d not as our ways, nor his thoughts

No SllC.Vï «t.nnrlnrrl ayi’cIq Kpmiicp nr» anr»Vi

S  of i
S h oote

ever
No such standard exists, because no such 
given by him ; except it is stated in the 

e Commandments, which he himself, it i 
Ca,te »1? tWo tahles of stone, and of which he made a 

Mim copv ?n. Moses had shattered the original; this 
Heeh Wasl aft Glng Prcserved in the ark of the Covenant,
,  w  7  -¿ » .T v r i ¡ T t o k » . ' »1

A n .}-  ® °1 Solomon (2 Chron. v. 10); ,• s 0{ the
lhc many alterations whic P special  care, 

%  u Vo undergone do not evince < J  what was
lbe Part of Go(l  or manA t0 Vr . his Bible and Slog y Written. The Rev. E. Myors, in•(if) Sut>-

a'fit? °f thei,tbat " no people could have been less

^5^1 ° f Writi:rrn.
J R *? a fr,

sacred writings than tho Jews. 
tTl0st emphatic in its ven”  

ngs of tho Bible have 
The

Modern
diet against the notion 

maintained their 
Rev. I)r. Samuel Davidson, whoft* MIS$ Cl '  *T'0 )1  f  r . .  . '  * ^  1 • W H I U 1AW* • -------

1 He u Tujn (Jf  Jj os]tion amongst English Biblical scholars, 
3  f0 eiltateUc}!C writes : “ As to Ezra’s treatment 
ei,^ a ^ 6 tim«/ ° r specific mode of redaction, we are
% S t
S l > l a ;

part to conjecture. Yet it is safe to 
uded—making now precepts and practices

Some things houn!i,’a0r, heside, older ones.. - -voiuu, uiutJi' uuoa. ouuit» 10111150 110 

^Suited to the altered circumstances of tho
i f  ho modified ” (p. 25). „

2ra, seeing how ho acted, • would naturally
‘ Tho scribes who

follow his example, not hesitating to revise the text in 
substance as well as form. They did not refrain from 
changing what had been written, or from inserting fresh 
matter” (ibid, p. 34).

In referring to the New Testament, Dr. Davidson 
observes : “ The exact principles that guided the formation 
of a canon in the earliest centuries cannot be discovered. 
Strictly speaking, there were none. Definite grounds forthe 
reception or rejection of books were not apprehended . . . .  
If it be asked whether all the New Testament writings 
proceeded from the authors whose names they bear, 
criticism cannot reply in the affirmative” (ibid, p. 153). Thus 
Dean Alford was quite justified in writing in his book, How 
to Study the New-Testament: “  These Gospels, so important 
to the Church, have not come to us in one undisputed 
form. W e have no authorised copy of them in their 
original language, so that we may know in what precise 
words they were originally written. The authorities from 
which we derive their sacred text are various ancient 
copies written by hand on parchment. Of the Gospels 
there are more than five hundred of these manuscripts of 
various ages, from the fourth century after Christ to the 
fifteenth, when printing superseded manual writing for 
publication of books. Of these five hundred, and more, 
no two are in all points alike : probably in no two of the 
more ancient can even a few consecutive verses be found in
which all the words agree.............It is not a word more
than the truth to say that it [the New Testament] abounds 
with errors and inadequate renderings.............A  formid
able list of passages might be given in which our version 
either has confessedly misrendered the original, or has 
followed a form of the text now well known not to have 
been the original form ” (pp. 18-21, 22).

The Higher Criticism is valuable, inasmuch as it shows 
how fallacious the old orthodox ideas of inspiration were. 
It is no longer contended that the “  inspired book ” is 
perfect, for Canon Gore says “ it is of the essence of 
the Old Testament to be imperfect” (Lux Mundi, p. 274). 
He quotes Professor Cheyne, who, speaking of certain 
Bible narratives, “ protests against the supposition that 
they are true to fact ” (ibid, p. 288). Now, if the Bible bo 
“  imperfect,” and its narratives not “  true to fact,” as these 
Christian writers allege, what becomes of the orthodox 
claim that the Scriptural records are trustworthy ? 
Truly Froethought investigation has borne its practical 
and useful results. The Bible has, indeed, failed to 
successfully withstand the attacks of the Age of Reason.

This criticism has, moreover, shown that the allegation 
that the Church of Rome has preserved the Bible intact is 
the very opposito of fact. The Rev. Dr. Irons asks : “  Did 
she in truth, from the first, prize and preserve in some ark 
of safety the autographs of apostles, of evangelists, or make 
diligent search after the authentic manuscripts of the 
prophets 1” “  The earliest Christian writers,” continues
the Doctor, “  strikingly exhibit that neither the Roman 
nor any other Church had critically or authoritatively, in 
any sense, settled the grave question as to what books 
should be admitted, or inquired at all, so far as it appears, 
for authentic copies. . . .  If, then, any may be thanked 
for the Canon of tho New Testament, it is the Church of 
Alexandria; but not even in that literary communion 
have we any attempt made to preserve or ascertain the 
originals of tho Gospels or Epistles. . . . And what has 
been tho condition of tho Sacred Word since the third 
century (for all questions as to the correction of the text 
slept for at least a hundred years after Origen) 1 An un
critical Septuagint, and an uncritical Greek Testament in 
the Greek Churches; the common Syriac Version of the 
third century in the Oriental Churches; half-a-dozen 
different versions in the different African communions ; 
tho Vulgate in the W est: these in some way sufficed the 
Christian world for many ages. With some of these— the 
Septuagint, tho Peschito, the Syriac, and the Egyptian— 
tho Roman Church had nothing to do. As far as we know, 
she never thought of examining them. If that was her 
duty, she was entirely unfaithful to it. . . . Such, then, 
are tho facts bearing on tho claim of the Church of Romo 
to rule over Scripture, and to subordinate it to herself. 
She did nothing to the Canon for 400 years ; nothing, except 
by individual and much-neglected and opposed doctors, for 
500 more ; nothing authoritative till the sixteenth century; 
nothing satisfactory to herself even then ; nothing to settle by 
authority either the Hebrew or Greek text, till this hour. 
Any claim on her part to paramount authority over the
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Written Word is contrary to every fact of history ” (The 
Bible and its Interpreters, pp. 49, 50, 52, and 59).

As to the Biblical chronology, modern criticism has 
clearly brought to light the fact that it is thoroughly 
erroneous. The pyramids, temples, and tombs, of Egypt, 
dating back five thousand years, with their inscriptions, 
their dynastic records, their pictures, and other works of 
art, prove that that country must have been populous, 
maturely organised, skilled in many arts and handicrafts, 
at a period when, according to the book of Genesis, human
kind consisted of but a few families. Samuel Laing, in his 
Human Origins, says : “  It is quite impossible that, if man 
and all animal life were created about 4,000 years B.C., and 
were then all destroyed save the few pairs saved in Noah’s 
Ark, and made a fresh start from a single centre some 
1,500 years later, there can be any truth in Darwin’s theory 
of evolution. We know for a certainty, from the concurrent 
testimony of all history, and from Egyptian monuments, 
that the different races of men and animals were in 
existence five thousand years ago as they are at the 
present d ay ; and that no fresh creations or marked 
changes of type have taken place during that period ” (p. 6). 
The same writer also remarks: “ The chronology from 
Abraham to Moses is hopelessly confused ” (ibid, p. 241). 
Equally incorrect are the dates given of the birth and death 
of Jesus, and of many other events narrated in the New 
Testament.

The Higher Criticism is also valuable because it strikes 
a severe blow at Bible idolatry, substituting reasonable 
examination for the blind acceptance of traditional litera
ture. It is this criticism which has destroyed the belief 
that whatever is found in the Bible should be accepted 
irrespective of its nature and tendency. More and more 
it is being recognised that all books, to be of practical 
service, should be our servants, not our masters. Let us, 
therefore, disencumber ourselves of all faith in a supposed 
supernatural revelation, and seo what we can do with the 
revelation of nature as expressed in the living world of 
which we are a part, and expressed, likewise, more or less 
clearly, with more or less of human perversion, in the works 
of the men who came before us, among which the books 
bound up as the Biblo have their due place. Surely 
nothing can be clearer to the unprejudiced judgment than 
the fact that we can never read and interpret anything 
aright, be it work of man or work of nature, while we in 
any sense count it fetish. Charles W atts.

A USELESS GOD.

I DO not often agree with Roman Catholics. When I do
our unanimity is wonderful. Yet I find myself in accord
ance with a part of the Defence of Prayer, by Father Barry,
who, in the August Nineteenth Century, replies to Mr. Norman 
Pearson’s skotch of a religion destitute of prayer, grace, 
miracles, and faith, as the religion of the future. Dr. Barry 
says such a religion is not worth having. I say ditto. 
Tho fact is, Theists have so attenuated their faith that it is 
neither worth blessing nor banning. Their central dogma 
made a big splash at one time, but, by broad spreading, it 
has dispersed to nought. God retires so rapidly at every 
advance of science that ono cannot now get oven the glimpse 
which Moses got in the clift of the rock. What does 
Humanity want with a God who sits apart where sounds 
of human sorrow never mount to mar his “  sacred, ever
lasting calm ” 1 Such a God will never have real worship. 
He is not worth his salt, and shall have no pinch of incense 
from me. A  God who does nothing, as I)r. Barry says, is 
no God. Does tho universe require a figure-head which 
sails with the ship, but cannot steer it 1 W e have no use 
even for a Constitutional Deity, who reigns but does not 
govern, and has virtually abdicated in favor of natural laws. 
The once Absolute Monarchy, which never administers 
justice or listens to petition, is represented by a vacant 
throne, which might as well bo romoved, to make way for 
tho Republic of Man. Nietzscho proclaims that God is 
dead. He died out of compassion for sufferings ho neither
could relieve nor cure. Who shall say Niotzscho nay 1 If 
God never shows himself, he may bo, as Elijah said of Baal, 
asleep, or peradvonturo on a journey. At any rate, if he 
has no interest in my concerns, certainly I have none in his. 
What is God, what are gods, to us, if there is no eyo to
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pity distress, no arm to save from disaster 1 Without*'*
your God is but a word, excellent for priests to conjur
with. The only God humanity can really care 
special Providence— one who guards and guides his cm ̂  i
who never appeal to him in vain. Is there such . ]3
For the metaphysical figmont offered us by Neo-The>s< 
not even worth swearing by. The best description \ ^  
seen of the Immaterial Entity of tho metaphysicians_lS j 
following : “  Take a box 12 feet by 12, exhaust the air,  ̂
then tell your friends you have 144 feet of solid deity- er 
God in the form of a wafer to put on your tongue is 
than that; though a square meal is better than either- ^ 

Now, Catholics have a live God, who can make hi 
into a wafer, and puts in a miraculous appearance ^  
sionally, just to show he has not burst like a ) °’s tl)6 
evaporated into thin air. Such a God is not as good a 
old gods, who did everything; but he is certainly u 
than Carlyle’s Deity, who “ does nothing.” ,

I agree, too, with Dr. Barry that, once admit a Go > ( 
no use objecting to miracles. Swallow a deity, :in Li 
can swallow anything. Once open your gullet wide eI\ 
to gulp an Infinite Person who created all out of no j0„, 
and you need not pause to strain out transubstan ^  
Admit the big Magician in the skies, and you need n ^  
at any magic on earth. The more the better, for 
excuse will there be for scepticism. . If

Well, then, Dr. Barry, I concede your premise^.^ 
there be such a God as you proclaim, miracles are p ci 
prayer can be answered. But where is the evicl ĵ yi 
such a God ? I have seen no miracles. My pra.yelô  
not been answered. You trot me back to the lives 0| 
saints; no first-hand testimony, but the lying linn CO«11! 
your Church. I smell a rat. Your corporate 
never exist, and live without work, but for t“ i W 
in a God, who gives you your power, and 
approached through your ceremonies. All . Qae ^  
success depends upon telling people there is 
More— who cares for them, that prayor will bo a ^  j
that every hair of our heads is numbered, an 
sparrow falls to the ground without our heavenly

fall
tb«

knowledge. But I notice that the sparrows 
same. Mr. Pearson says' “  natural causation V ^  
universally but he does not like to utter the 111 
draw, that Theism is a worthless delusion. . god

Dr. Barry, instead of trotting out tho sort ° 
want, gives me a string of words about a spin {¡on, 
holding in its grasp tho world of “  natural caoffers 
playing upon it as an instrument, guiding its P #p i a y  m g  u p u u  i n  ¿ i s  ¿ v u  i n a K i  u i u m i K ,  -  H - q i f l ,  a

ends which of themselves they could not a pr0dnc 
Hypotheses non Jingo. Where is tho evidence c<e ■ 
your God, and I will bo ready to swallow all the ^  Qllt: 
down to Father Barry’s power to create the Crea 
dough. * P Uncle BeNjA*

Hypotheses non Jingo. Where is tho evidence

BEGINNINGS OF SCIENTIFIC INTERPReTA
OF THE BIBLE.

I i»r ScrtP
A t the base of the vast structure of the ° ia gfflt 
interpretation were certain ideas regarding t gi'-,n c, 
books of the Old Testament. It was taken >1° , 
that they had been dictated by tho Along“  S%1
parts o f ^ L hZ t ri  / ears before our era; “' „ o N  
Unger of Jehovah - °CC ’i becn written by tllC c°Jw fl'- 
thoughts but h; ’ &nd that all parts gave, not ® 
virtually bv ?Xact Phraseology. It was a c 
tive or s i i n / ' niVT ai Choreh that, while V
historical or scient/fir t 'CSC books is a PrecI.s0 vast hidden m , • bc blct> yet that tho entiro ieX
^ d e  h y T f e T Z T -  , S,lchwas the rule; the 
it. Even thn ; ,(?*l>retcra here and there only . 
of Molai'c-utb dL-er?nco of St. Jerome to the d X  
' aiC W o r s h ip  did not prevent its ripen“ *  ,

dogma.
The book of Genesis was universally^hei* .rftCoP ^

If

exact of tim011̂  dlvinely comprehensive, ,R1D o” .p 
earth an f ° n an.d of the beginnings 
° f  science must" to ,which all discoveries in eve * 
conform ,"n  u ’ lI * * *.ndor Pai,ls and penalties, b j  u ' ,  

our own'time J' ^ bah-sPeaking lands this has bjoi p
has recentlv t ,i  i I“ 086 .ominent living Engh sde y  old us how, in every path of natu -
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' at some stage in his career, come across a barrier 
0f j “ No thoroughfare.— Moses.” A  favorite subject
teUch, 'logical eloquence was the perfection of the Penta-

. and especially of Genesis, not only as a record of tho 
but as a revelation of the future.

About the middle of the twelfth century came, so far as 
e World now knows, the first gainsayer of this general 
*-ory. Then it was that Aben Ezra, the greatest Biblical 

call r o£ the Middle Ages, ventured very discreetly to 
n n '!ttention to certain points in the Pentateuch incom- 
ly at with the belief that the whole of it had been written

’. Closes, 1 1°pinion and handed down in its original form. His
, —* was based upon the well-known texts which have 
jned  all really eminent Biblical scholars in the nineteenth 

ntury from the old view by showing the Mosaic author- 
j.'P of the five books in their present form to be clearly 

Proved by the books themselves. But Aben Ezra had 
j(j f en%  no aspirations for martyrdom; he fathered the 
Veil1 iUP?n a rabbi of a previous generation, and, having 
hi in u s£aJcmont in an enigma, added tho caution, “ Let 

who understands hold his tongue.”
Prafig about four centuries the learned world followed the

ther^e:c-

Car]3ta(]t Iotestant;> the other a Catholic— revived his idea. 
StippA Was, for this and other troublesome ideas, 

with the applause of the Protestant Church, 
book of Maes was placed by the older Church on 

Unt‘1 r££lc new truth appeared but dimly here and 
■a his /  .̂ b® middle of the next century, when Hobbes 

it f ‘evui l̂an, and La Peyrere in
-dily developed it still further. _________ _____

¡Li hajj Mobbes, for this and other sins, was put under 
"'fti, atl(j  cvetl by the political party which sorely needed 
P yrdre f Was FeSarded generally as an outset; while La 
ft the n °r this and other heresies, was thrown into prison 

retrrau<£ Bicar of Mechlin, and kept there until he 
a th>n a actec£ > bis book was refuted by seven theologians

his Preadamites, 
The result came

.%
Mtl^ ____ ______________

its appearance, and within a generation
vari;. elaborateHllament T ’K’iauo answers P° iP bad appeared. The 

In i p7(. o£ Baris ordered it to be burned by the hangman.
came an utterance vastly more important, by a 

h,ii£v greater than any of these— the Tractatus Iheohgico- 
°f Spinoza. Reverente but firmly ho went much 

*n<i r ePly into the subject. Suggesting new arguments 
birj®°asting the old, he summed up with judicial 

’ .and showed that Moses could not have been the 
]jVe v':> tbe Pentateuch in the form then existing , a 
W  H  been glosses and revisions; that the bíblica 

grown up as a literature; that, though great 
W ®, ar® t0 be found in them, arid they are to bo 
b>r it d as a divine revelation, the old claims of inerrancy 
'tea v,1*! carmot be maintained ; that in studying íem 
fot (Bad been misled by mistaking human conceptions 
!?sP'r(,íln? leanings; that, while prophets have been 
V S  Prophetic faculty has not been the dowry of 

t a w !1 peoPle alone ; that to look for exact knowledge 
’’ aa ,.ra and spiritual phenomena in the sacred books 
N h V , ^  “ “ stake: and that the narratives of the Old 
Sorv'^Testaments, while they surpass those of profane 
Jjt in A lder among themselves not only in literary mei i , 
r  autK Talue o£ the doctrines they inculcate. As to 
^dn^borship o{ the PenUteuch. he arrived at tho°* tile Pentateuch, he arrived at 
it ^ ^  was written long after Moses, but

cotnpifi!7  c.'lV0 written some books from which 
s°tne Ln • Spinoza then went on to throw light 

BcJ^ded er books of the Old and New Testaments, 
1̂ d'tgly v°  general statements which have proved 

l„erVl,ceable ; for they contain tho germs of 
'■’> H ‘be f0 0ad churchman ship, and the first of them 
»  ^  t h T ?  w,hich was destined in our own time 
die m sop„ u Anglican Church a large number of her

> e

f°r—  churchman ship, and the first of them 
the ;.—suuiu emuren a largo numuer

Scripturo contains 
it contains it isGod,

was
and

that
in so

a
1 sacred 
far as

\  >  and
V o i d e d by aa* in

that “  error in speculative‘'¡w " *s n o /;vt£l0 second was J ^ 'tapious,”
•tf 'b )G °f the n V  d£ll's york, and for tho earlier expression 
a“ y 'le\vs Plni°ns it contained, abhorred as a heretic 

°lf Christians: from tho synagogue ho

v$  w d*as

®ad,Cl'S

public curse, and in the Church he 
in some sort a forerunner of Antichrist. 

°* Spinoza at last secured recognition.
deeply into tho hearts and minds of 

of thought, and, most important of all,

into the heart and mind of Lessing; he brought them to 
bear in his treatise on the Education of the World, as well as 
in his drama, Nathan the Wise, and both these works have 
spoken with power to every generation since.

— Popular Science Monthly. A ndrew D. W hite.

IN THE BEGINNING.

“  Once on a time,” in a certain locality—
And the date will be doubted by few—

A  singular God with a spice of plurality,
The changeless, unknowable, well-known totality 
Of fatuous wisdom and holy rascality,

Thought he’d like to have something to do.

Prior to “  once on a time,” this divinity 
Had spontaneously managed to grow,

In some part of space, or at least its vicinity,
From “  nothing to speak of,” to three of the Trinity— 
A  firm in which many perceive an affinity 

To a “ sort of something,” you know.

Tired of his somewhat protracted passivity,
He determined to work, for a change;

But just as a boulder bounds down a declivity,
He, novice-like, bustled with heedless activity,
And evidenced all a beginner’s proclivity 

For experiments foolish and strange.

God had been living in total obscurity,
So the first thing he made was the light;

For, though in the dark he could see through futurity, 
He wanted a light to construct with security,
And give to his figures such outlines of purity 

As would meet with approval at sight.

Oddly he fancied, with godly fatuity,
That he’d fixed the round earth as a plane— 

Subjacent, and almost in close contiguity 
To stars and such trifles of twinkling tenuity— 
Upholding the firmament’s wheeling circuity,

As the scriptures so clearly maintain.

Soon he exhausted, despite their variety,
His designs for bone, muscle, and blood ;

But just ere he stopped through fatigue and satiety, 
Stark naked he posed, with the gravest sobriety 
(Remember, ’twas prior to sin and propriety),

And produced his own image in mud.

God, with his breath, gave the statue vitality—
Which resembled himself “  to a tee ”—

And called it a man; therefore, God, in reality,
Is manlike, has muscles, bones, lungs, personality, 
Blood, whiskers, and toe-nails—in short, animality,

As displayed by us all— “ he and she.”

Life ho created with wild prodigality,
On the basis of struggle and strife,

Whence spring, in their noxious but needful vitality, 
The pestilent virtues that breed “  nationality ”
From personal, family, tribal brutality,

The destructive preservers of life.

God, in a week, with malign ingenuity,
Made a mess of sublunar affairs,

Got weary, relapsed into former vacuity,
Abandoned the badly-made world to fortuity,
And left the poor tenants of earth’s incongruity 

To attend to the needful repairs.

Such is tho story of earth and its genesis,
As narrated to Jews by a ghost,

Which parsons (whose chief occupation lawn-tennis is) 
Tell all to believe, under horrible menaces,
And threat’nings of hell— and you know what a den 

it is—
So believe it, ye cripples !— or roast!

G. L. Mackenzie .
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A C I D  D R O P S ,
equal to the combined incomes of the ten chief L°n 
hospitals.”

H udson, the man who brutally murdered his wife and 
children, and buried their bodies on Helmsley moor, was 
executed on Tuesday morning. He slept well until six 
o’clock, and then dressed and had breakfast, after which he 
spent some time with the chaplain. We presume he was 
ready for heaven when Billington appeared to do the 
hanging.

Here is a curious corroboration of a point in our recent 
articles on “ The Bible and Local Veto.” The Independent 
Order of Rechabites has just held its thirty-sixth Conference 
at Brighton. Considerable discussion arose on the rule 
allowing the use of wine in the Holy Communion. It was 
proposed to expunge this rule, but the Conference decided 
to retain it. The Rechabites, therefore, are teetotalers 
everywhere except at the Communion table. They break 
their pledge every time they drink the blood of Christ.

Chinese Missions were the subject of a recent article' in 
the Pall Mall Gazette, apropos of Dr. G. E. Morrison’s book, 
“ An Australian in China.” It appears that the mission in 
Tongchuan was opened in 1891, and the results are “ not 
discouraging.” But very little encourages the missionaries, 
for, although the attitude of the Chinese is one of “ perfect 
friendliness,” not a single native has been baptised up to 
date. In Yunnan City a missionary has been laboring for 
six years, but “ he has no male converts, though there are 
two promising nibblers who are waiting for the first vacancy 
to become adherents.” There was a convert, a poor coolie, 
but he had to be expelled for stealing. In the whole 
province there are eighteen Protestant missionaries, and 
sometimes twenty-three ; and in eight years they have con
verted eleven Chinese. That is, it takes two missionaries 
eight years to turn one heathen Chinee into a nominal 
Christian.

We say nominal Christian ; for what is the character of 
these “ converts ”? This is what the Pall Mall says : “  Money 
is poured out on them (the missions) like water; and the net 
result to date has been the ‘ conversion ’ of a handful of

ration
At the present rate, it will take, to convert a P°P%¿00- 

of 38C millions, just 123,441 years, at a cost of £ 43,2 0 4 ,1
------ tThese missionaries, according to their own accou > 

employed in doing what 1—in sending the heathen ^  j,y 
wholesale. Here is what one of them says, as reP°rrj  tbe 
Dr. Morrison : “ Those Chinese who have never he& 
Gospel will be judged by the Almighty as he thinks ^o5e 
contention which does not admit of dispute—1 nu , s(jll 
Chinese who have heard the Christian doctrine nn ^  
steel their hearts against it will assuredly go to ben- ^  ¡$ 
is exactly what the Chinese do, so the missionarie1’ 
agency for making hell certain.

Mr. Curzon, in his Problems of the Far East, r.Gur'!,,0pby'
difficulties arising from “ the constantly-increasing e ̂  (¡¡e 
ment of women, and particularly unmarried wonieni ̂  Re 
missionary bodies.” He says : “ Only last yeajr’ 0f join® 
remote inland town of Kuei-hwa-cheng, a friend $$  
encountered a missionary community, consisting of ? jattir 
and of twenty Swedish girls. The propaganda ot * ^  the 
consisted in parading the streets and singing hymn- Rj- 
strumming of tambourines and guitars. The S°cl. i^et1 
had committed the outrage of sending out these 
girls only allowed them 200 dollars, or £27 10s. a-ye‘ g Rei 
for board, lodging, and clothing. As a consegue ’ cve- 
were destitute of the smallest comforts, and could ^jj»’ 
perform their toilette without the impertinent eyes eDs. 
men being directed upon them through the paper s

The Missionary Flad, a German, writing from W I M  
says that King Menelik. who claims to be a direct desce»°Re 
of David and Solomon, intends, after having conquere ̂  
Italians, to set forth to Jerusalem to free the ¿t 
lie  asks the help of Russia, and promises rich booty 
soldiers. He thinks he will do this as easily as b° ¡d 
out a raid lately against the Gallas, killing the &ev J  
making slaves of the women and children, after the»PT 
fashion of Ins ancestors. King Menelik is a C h risti»^  

. ®F? a strong proof of how invariably Christianity 
civilisation in its train.

mission cooks and nurse-girls, foundlings dropped into the 
missionary compound and kept so long as they believe ; 
loafers in search of missionary food, dipsomaniacs, and 
beggars, ‘ Rice-Christians,’ and a promising assortment of 
ingenious thieves waiting for the first opportunity to loot.”

In reply to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s call at 
Croydon for rescue of Christians from the persecution of 
Mohammedans, “ Sadek” writes a long letter in the Croydon 
Advertiser. He says that the cry of the heart-broken, 
degraded women, the woes of the drunkard’s homes, and the 
bitter wail of the starving poor and of the unemployed, that 
rise unceasingly over the whole area of “ Western civilisa
tion,” are things unknown in Islam.

In the last letter received from the Rev. R. W. Stewart, 
the martyred missionary, he speaks of “ the many incidents 
which showed us that the hand of God was controlling 
everything.” Pity the hand of God did not control the 
“ Vegetarians,” who, we suppose, were allowed to be under the 
control of the Devil. ____

Here, too, is Mr. Gladstone saying that, “ by the help of 
God,” the Turks must be taught to render justice to the 
Armenians. Would it not be better if the help of God came 
in to prevent the injustice and brutalities which rouse the 
indignation of Mr. Gladstone 1

While there is all this talk about Chinese massacres let it 
be noted that at Sligo, on August 11, two Christian 
Protestant preachers were set upon by a Christian Roman 
Catholic mob, and it took two hundred men of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary to preserve them from the fury of the 
mob. Intolerance and fanaticism are not confined to the 
“ Vegetarians.”

The St. James’s Gazette, writing of the Chinese massacres, 
says : “ Experience has amply proved that, where Buddhism 
or Mohammedanism has passed, Christianity makes no real 
way.” This is the most notable fact in connection with 
missions. Christianity succeeds against savage races, whom 
it ex terminates. But civilised faiths like Islainism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, and Judaism, it assails in vain. 
The fact sufficiently stamps its real place among the religions 
of the world.

Dr. G. E. Morrison, F.G.S., in An Australian in China, says 
the missionaries show no results commensurate with the 
cost in human energy and in money. He says : “ There are 
1,511 Protestant missionaries, who have gathered into the 
fold last year (1893) 3,127 Chinese—not all of whom, it is 
feared, are genuine Christians—at a cost of £350,000, a sum

Although ablutions form an integral part of cO’̂ 'L 
religion, it often happens that cleanliness comes va ^ $0̂  
with godliness on the crowded pilgrimages to Mecc^-^y e 
the pilgrims from India cholera often spreads, an j Jij,
V' ~ 1 ’  4-v-* Vw-» n  m o n n o  r \ £  i  f a  TXT’ r> Y ^V frn .f.if)H  W G S t  J  *,believed to be a means of its propagation 
pilgrimage, it is believed, opens the gate of 
often opens the gate of death. If they die

para'
tbetofUL (A3J.1 V j p c u o  C llC  KJJL u c c * u i .  AX

performance of the religious haj, they c o n s i d e r  

most lucky, and believe the special favor 0 . 
descended upon them in consequence of their 
Holy Place.

litlPf

Th® Djf
But in some caSes they do not reach Mecca- - ea,r)j%( 

News says: “ The survivors of one shipload 1 nuar „ ii8 i___ iv i„ __rlavs OU the

¿<i

suffering horrible privations for forty days on tUD '*aki 
island, were obliged to go back to India without i ^ 
pilgrimage, and this is not a very uncommon occ

I ilgrimages are so popular because they satisfy - jrs>v, 
for change, and minister to the atavism of a uon?a;r 
when those wandering in search of pasture for «J jr 
nevertheless liked to return to the graves of R A, 
fathers or the scenes of the exploits of 
curious fact brought out by William Simpson m hi” V W ; 
on Ihe Worship o f  Death, that all the old temple® ¿¡p  
on tombs, and pilgrimages paid everywhere to th 
the dead. ------ fjjA:

The Father Guardian of Pantasaph Monastery^ $  
drawback to the revival of Catholic pilgrimage®- s IS.

from the pine trees, ferns and i 0 e -’ .Ichipped fro».n tp ^

the1

Branches from the pine trees, 
Calvary and the gardens, stones a K ' o idevoutly smashed to make relics, all are c a n « -  w - 
away. ffe  announced that all such relics ®a“ ,heii> 
service to their purloiners unless they also anoin 
honey taken from the beehives. . if

Prosecutions o f Seventh-Day Adventists coatW 
•Mates. In Mississippi, Colorado, Georgia, ,a „heyi*#. l’! 
members of the sect who have persisted' tead of t b e ^ / ^Bible, and observing the seventh instead ol -v  
the week, have been arrested, fined, and jlUj’ 
colony of them at Calverton, 
pounced on by their fellow Christians. i *10 f apj 
usual, result in the spread of the principle

havftherp ? n ^ htb ^ cCatholic Pr̂ st, asks:ever. You Chu,rchos to keep Sunday ? iH
the Sabh-Lti' 1118 obey the com maud men ,
Sabbath d?-y t0 keeP it holy.’ But Sundtf f  P  

batJl according to the Bible and the rec0rd
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Hs is indisputable. Yet Protestant ministers have prose- 
¡nu.ted the Seventh-Day Adventists, who keep the Bible 
,“Junction to observe the seventh day, and also the injunction, 
„'Slx days shalt thou work,” for working on the day not 
rj. ln®anded in the B ible; and the Christian State of 
i, uuessee has now ten men imprisoned for this clerical 

crime.”

Ju the August number of the goody-goody paper, Afloat 
I Ashore, which Miss Weston gets up for the delectation 

«^' reformation of sailors, a sermon by Dr. Parkhurst on 
^Atheism and Anarchy” is inserted. Dr. Parkhurst has 
larn°Vered a league between Atheism and Anarchy, and 
sJ?-ents .that “ we still go on hanging the Anarchist, and 
pr t i  httle or nothing about Atheism and the Atheist.” 
dro abl?> he would give Atheists a short shrift and a long 
St°P' hut what is the secret 1 Anarchists attack the 
Unri’ ^ i c h  can well take care of itself; but Atheists 
hea rm n̂e % e authority of the men of God, who levy 
nil contributions on this world, on the pretence of 
ariy ^  P° a better one. Naturally the men of God think 

Prejudice useful to excite against those who would 
tr°y their authority. ____

0 Leo Tolstoi, says the Daily News, on the last
to P1011 that he was summoned to sit upon a jury, declined 
roubl° sw° rni and was mulcted in a fine of five hundred 
t}iQ es- Christian governments all the world over punish 
ĉsus W >0 consistently follow the plainest teachings of

°f Jowett still continue to circulate. One relates 
Ca< 'n®,rr?r was once complaining of getting only £300 from 
sovf... ■s ôr his Life of Christ. “ Three hundred golden 
thirf,ei8,n.si” said Jowett; “ why, the other fellow only got

shillings !”

th(̂ P bh'io preacher tells his congregation that “ Chicago is
- h;„ • rest aP 

ls 18 about
This aPProach to hell that we have upon this earth.”
itlakirP about correct, since the aldermen have taken to 
ti0ll ® SUtuptuary laws ; but, should any Chicago congrega- 
SaLrv a cah 1° the Ohio preacher, at an increased
bell w n  baste with which he would go to the terrestrial 
the „„P.i , uiitigate, to an extent, the superstitious horror of 

sedulous Buckeyes. ____

Price Hughes preached at St. James’s Hall on 
Vere /•’ r or the first time in their lives he and Mr. Foote 
Mr. tv, 1!;coursing in different parts of the same building,
Ij'p« i bG \V3,8 111 tliQ  . »-p lio rri w n r lr  n n  t i io  f n l ln w in o

S d e ív^ore

was in the thick of hard work on the following 
while Mr. Hughes was off with Mrs. Hughes to 

c o f  *1 b ,r four or five weeks. Gospel-grinding is a 
rotortable occupation than preaching Freethought.

u A ——
?ccnrP ?,n(Us|ng incident,” according to the Methodist Times 
pi tl1(, T.pk the recent Wesleyan Conference. Two ministers 
tt was lberal Club lavatory put on each other’s coats, and 
,. These V?iPe before tlioy discovered their mistake,
hfe.” „ ''tie episodes,” it is said, “ give zest to Conference 
lt°m un„i0w . P must Conference life be if it derives zest 

auoh trivialities !
Tte . .
p̂tiier, î ln.c,1PaL speaker who opposed the admission of-»men t ,, Pai speu,Kor who opposeu mu uumissiuu ui

1 atkinSo°  bb® Wesleyan Conference was the Rev. W. L. 
p b  op o1" fbis gentleman is the author of a ridiculous 
j Pose and Character, in which he endeavors to
<v'i°\vI},,.] e . domestic transgressions and unhappiness of 
..oou*. r reethinkers. Mr. Watkinson was facetious 

He spoke as a man to men, where 
him. But the cream of his

wom ^ n delegates.
couldnt ancnci uuu. um ,.1 u.

i^Tticipaii * , discovery of a new argument against the 
w'^ht say ^bo other sex in public affairs. Some people 
t0°rb ; \fr tvy ̂  women were not good enough for Conference 
W  8oo(] " rn'i^binson, however, contended that they were 
hotted ' . t h e ir  “ delicate goodness and serene wisdom” 
i. tty i A em for the “ strife ” of such an assembly. HowW'”ly ! T®®? f°r the “ strife ” of such an assembly.

‘ Who „„bow  hypocritical! It must be a very silly
eht. 1 could feel flattered by such a dubious cornpli-

Lav0??!11 b-onference devoted a part of one sitting to
,J<*t, w}, ■ Observance. The committee’s report on this 

hIv ,seems to have been unanimously accepted, 
to do bgbt.at the refusal of the late Liberal Govern- 

o(ufSaller- nything towards opening the national museums 
lwA0:rd i-pi'i" Sundays. It also rejoiced at the w ithdrawal 
(j]u'r'ihoc; bhousc’s Bill in the House of Lords. Glad 
i’iv.T8 of (.,,1? lnade to several towns which had shut up all> ] y
Ñ u t í

S t J V e r ‘ *'i  t U W I l S  WUJLUIX I l t t U  a u u u  UJJ o a x

> the r*e fnc* Pu  ̂down boating on the Lord’s Day. 
onierence warned Methodists all over the

M^th, 

íti

to ,1 ^ e .acti°n of Sunday Societies, and called 
.¿her \V(Jr ,° their utmost in “ defence of the Holy Day ” 

Ood, s’ to keep it as the exclusive property of the

1 alpU;
Sln8 to see the Churches slowly and reluctantly

adjusting themselves to modern progress. We have already 
referred to the Wesleyan Conference voting against the 
admission of lady delegates, although the r<" pectably large, 
minority promises in the near future to be transformed 
into a majority. We have now to draw attention to the 
solemn consideration of the telephone and the electric light 
by the Sacred Congregation of Bishops and Regulars in 
Rome. They instinctively hate scientific improvements, 
besides knowing that a display of the conquests of Science 
throws Theology into the shade. It is not surprising, there
fore, that their decision is a most laughable compromise. 
The telephone may be introduced in a religious house, such 
as a convent, but it must only be used on “ grave occasions.” 
The electric light may also be used in churches, but only to 
illuminate the building generally. In all ceremonies of 
worship, whenever a light is prescribed by the liturgy, 
candles must be employed. Good old candles ! Why not 
stick them in hollow turnips, and thus secure the requisite 
dim religious light 1 ____

The funny man on the American Catholic Review says of 
Huxley : “ He is no longer an Agnostic ; he knows now that 
the Christian revelation is true, and that the Catholic Church 
is the kingdom of God on earth. But that knowledge may 
have come too late to profit him.” This is worth preserving 
as a sample of Christian humor and good feeling.

The Sydney Morning Herald says: “ Our inquiries show 
that, whereas the Churches—except in two instances—were 
only one quarter filled, the theatres were in nearly every 
instance thronged to their fullest holding capacity.” It 
concedes that the influence of the Church is declining, 
while that of the stage is increasing. It might have added 
that the Church largely holds its own by adopting histrionic 
methods and becoming a cheap entertainment.

George Miiller, of the Bristol Orphanages, claims to have 
received, on an average, £21,000 a year in answer to prayer. 
Brother George never begs, and fancies he lives by faith. 
But he advertises the fact largely, and we fancy the adver
tisements are more efficacious than prayer.

Nothing like enterprise. A Jaffa hotel-keeper booms his 
business by appearing in tableaux vivants as David slaying 
Goliath. The giant having been disposed of, the lady 
lecturer announces to the audience : “ If you want to go to 
Palestine, M r.------will conduct you ; here is his address.”

Dr. Davidson says that he only goes from the bishopric of 
Rochester to that of Winchester because he is ordered by 
his medical attendant to get an easier billet. But the people 
of the Winchester diocese say they need as hard a worker as 
does Rochester, especially as he is paid a great deal more. 
But this question of cash, of course, did not influence Dr. 
Davidson, who had the luck to marry an archbishop’s 
daughter. ____

In connection with Dr. Davidson taking up his abode as 
the Bishop of Winchester at Farnam Castle, it is said that 
the late bishop, Dr. Thorold, spent close on £10,000 on 
improving and furnishing the castle. A tenth of the sum 
would have maintained all the apostles for the whole of 
their lives.

Miss Miiller sends the following to the Bombay Times: “  I 
wish to inform friends in India that I am leaving the 
Theosophical Society. I have a vital reason for resigning. 
Further, I regret to say that I do not esteem the opinions of 
the leaders of the Society, and find myself unable to respect 
their methods of work.”

Mr. Price Hughes has a Sunday show at St. James’s Hall. 
Besides the oratory, there is the attraction of a brass band 
and a big choir. But, of course, this is not an “ entertain
ment.” If it were given in connection with a Secular lecture, 
it ivould be an entertainment! And the men who keep up 
this hypocritical law, entirely for their own advantage as 
public caterers, give themselves the most grotesque airs of 
moral superiority. ____

Says the Bishop of Salford (R.C.): “ We have 278 religions 
in existence, every one appealing to the Scriptures, and 
declaring that they were founded on Holy Writ.” He wanted 
to know what was the good of a revelation if, in its inter
pretations, we are placed at the mercy of every private 
iudgment. Thus the Church sees, in the break-up of 
bibliolatry, an opportunity of once more asserting its own 
claims.

Edward Peacock, F.S.A., writing in the Tablet {August 10), 
says witchcraft is still a vital belief among large sections of 
the people. He says: “ My own personal knowledge of a 
great part of two large counties, and information from trust
worthy people dwelling in widely-separated places, justifies 
me in saying that the belief in witchcraft is still as firm a 
fixture in the rural mind as ever it was.” IN hat else can be
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expected when the only pabulum offered the rural mind is 
that in the old book, which says, “ Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live ” 1

Talmage says the first gateway to hell is impure literature. 
Why does he not get the Bible expurgated 1

In the Academy for August 10 Mr. F. P. Badham gives 
some reasons for thinking that the first two chapters in 
Matthew were prior to Mark, as was held by Strauss. 
Alluding to the opening verse, he says : “ An evangelist 
writing for Gentiles might well change ‘ Book of generation ’ 
into ‘ Gospel,’ but the reverse process is inconceivable.” He 
contends that the second Gospel has a distinctive style, 
which, had it been infiltrated into Matthew, would have 
shown there. The duplication of demoniacs at Gadara and 
two blind men at Jericho is, says Mr. Badham, corrected 
in Mark; but may it not have been that when Mark said 
“ one,” Matthew said “ two,” to make the miracles look 
bigger 1 ____

The Daily News reports that “ instructions have been 
received by the Governor of Vladivostock to expel all Jews 
resident in that far Eastern entrepot. No time of grace is 
allowed to the expelled beyond such short periods as are 
necessary for winding up their business affairs and disposing 
of their immovable property and household chattels. There 
are several hundred Jews in Vladivostock, all of whom will 
be now compelled to return to their native domiciles in 
European Russia.”

A church at Quakerstown, Pennsylvania, has been struck 
by lightning, and twenty of the congregation seriously 
injured. Divine Providence has also been manifesting 
itself in Russia in sunstrokes and cholera. In the districts 
around Odessa prayers for rain are daily offered, both in 
the churches and in the fields. No rain has fallen there for 
nearly six weeks.

Moody, the revivalist, says: “ If you throw over Jonah 
and the whale, you throw over the doctrine of the Resur
rection.” For this the Conyregationalisi reproves him. But 
does not Jesus endorse it by saying, “ As Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son 
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth” (Matthew xii. 40) 1

This Catholic gentleman sends us a little New Testa©®’ 
in order that we may consult it and see that he is rlf t e 
We beg to assure him that we have seen the volume bef° ' 
Sending th e  Bible, or any part of it, to a Freethoug 
writer is like sending coals to Newcastle.

One of our readers at Greenwich has received a begg'1!-’ 
letter on behalf of “ the New Church at Heck,” near Sn»1 j 
Yorkshire. Parson Brvan enclosed a directed envelope a 
a postage stamp for a donation. As our reader did not >v # 
to keep the postage stamp, he sent the reverend gentle©9 
copy of the Freethinker in his own envelope. We don’t *!1 j 
whether there was any weeping and wailing at Hecki 
we dare say there was some gnashing of teeth.

Dr. Donald Macleod, speaking in connection with a fa 
bazaar at Rothesay, said that Scotland was drifting 
much into pure voluntaryism. Seat-letting was all 
well, but it made the Church the property of the s „ 
holdings. What he proposed was “ increased endowmen y 
Quite so. The churches have always found that 
flourished best on dead men’s money. Yet they 
to let Secular Societies receive endowments or hold 
sort of property.

Professor Monier Williams suggests a fresh explana 
of the “ missionary massacres ” in China. He thinks ^  
Vegetarians are a band of fanatical Buddhists who rel̂ jet 
flesli-eating as a crime. Professor Williams says hell®3 \$ 
with the same bitter feeling against meat-eaters in his ti ^  
in India. If this explanation is correct, the murdered ^  
sionaries have paid the penalty of their New Testa 
principle of “ kill and eat.”

Rev. Robert Meares, minister of the second Presbyh^ # 
Church, Cookstown, County Tyrone, has been arrested ^  
charge of criminally assaulting Bridget M’Conaghy, a y ^ y  
domestic servant. Of course the reverend gentlema  ̂be 
be able to establish his innocence. If he does not, it tj,e 
bad for the Bible. Men of God are likely to tee [0 
promptings of what they call “  the flesh” if they haPI 
read the story of King David and his peculiar warming

ALL DAYS HOLY.
The Rev. Joe Cook got stopped by Minister Wills, at 

Honolulu, in the midst of a red-hot party speech, and walked 
out at once, with his clerical chin in the air. The San 
Francisco News Letter says : “ The lesson will do him good. 
On his voyage to Australia he will be less inclined than usual 
to go out every night with his oil-can before retiring, to see 
if any of the bearings of the universe need attending to. 
Brother Cook is a very confident, loquacious, and impudent 
person ; but in justice it ought to bo admitted that twenty 
years of preaching in Boston without contradiction is partly 
responsible for his unpleasant traits.”

Talmage’s gospel-shop has several times been destroyed by 
fire. The last time was in 1893. On that occasion his wife 
received a great shock, which brought on nervous trouble, 
from which she has just died at Danville Sanitarium. It 
does not appear that Talmage is a particular favorite of Pro
vidence. Had these calamities happened to an infidel, they 
would have been “ judgments.”

A Madras paper gives a shocking account of the death of a 
woman in the jaws of a crocodile. The reptile went under 
water with its prey, but rose again in order to make its 
meal. It was then shot at, and the woman’s body was 
recovered. “ The mugger had evidently dragged her away 
by the arm, for that limb was fearfully shattered, and_ all 
but torn off. The face bore a terribly agonised expression, 
the teeth were clenched and the features set, in a look of 
absolute horror.” We commend this to the attention of 
believers in Providence. It is difficult to see the wisdom 
and benevolence of making crocodiles to eat women.

Every day, from the rosy babyhood of dawn till wri me 
and weary it falls forever asleep in the soft arms o• . 9 
night, is a sacred day, if around its busy hours has twi , e 
garland of kindly thoughts; if it wears on its still bre ■ 9ll 
white lily of one loving deed. The flowers of kindness s .¡j 
never fade. In every day of the world’s to-morrow 
dawn and die, they will shed their subtile sweetness i 
sorrowing soul. The day on which we have overcome ,e 
fault made by habit dear ; the day on which w ¿¡¡y 
ascended even one rung of the ladder of progress ; aDd 
on which we have been happy, when the birds ot Tijgtle' 
peace have sung in our hearts ; when our spirits, like w _ t|,e 
down, have waved through the corridors of our bemK > 0g 
one on which we have sorrowed and suffered and gr°v,.T j.I1eŝ  
through suffering; tho days free from envy, s®. , jjot,]filled w ith jh g^ i0p;slander, revenge, and hate; the one filled wil . pjra 
thoughts, duties performed, aspiration and 1 Jiea:ftLiiougutH, uuties periunueu, uspirai/iuii # n\VHiX al
when the horizon of universal life, reflecting our  ̂ urii'’eS s
seems to be already glowing with the roses oj- “  
love ; when the spirit, slipping from its earn ^ves
forgetting the limitations of being, floats on m°&re li'"1'* 
infinite possibilities—are sacred clays. They iuiuin°,i.g 
jewels set in the golden band of tim e; they T nairesof. .s
etiininrr wit 11 Immn.n PY:t 11 n t inn n.nd reflecting 1) „ , ,1*0®  .
divine. Should not all days be sacred 1 © kric© , is a Pjw.,vOr
shining with human exaltation, and reflecting W“ "® vrcO°\A 
- i gu„..u  ..... „n ,i„„„ i Time © s0T.,-cie!«̂

hour i
gem, to oe rimmed oy us witn cue goiu uf const 
and profound meditation, brightened by wholesom

that every ticking minute and shining hour 13 , 
gem, to be rimmed by us with the gold of c,°nELv\,.reci'el*

and needful rest.—Bertha J. French.

A Catholic, writing from the Playgoers’ Club, addresses us 
in this fashion : “ No doubt you will curse me for troubling 
you with a letter, but I am cheeky enough to think that 
your article is not quite fair. I may be wrong—I generally 
am—but you’re not right.” ___

London Secular Federation. „jR -
Miss A. Brown, Secretary, begs to acknowl' '̂

John Samson, 10s. (id.; West London Branch, lOs-i 
Branch, 5s. 6d.

We really have no_desire to curse the gentleman. He has 
a perfect right to think us mistaken, and a perfect right to 
say so. At the same time we do not share his opinion. He 
says it is not a fact that “ the last supper that Jesus took 
with his apostles was seasoned with wine.” Well, the word 
wine does not occur in the text, but “ fruit of the vine” 
does ; as it was passed round in a cup, and was therefore a 
liquid, it was just what we called it.

Obituary. afv
Frederick Excels, who died on August C|

4, was chiefly known as a Socialist and co-woi .g$
fof-v TJ« wo V*/-»wo\r<a,T» n. It1 rP.P.f.llintCI*.larx. He wa. however, a Freethinker, m ? re**; 
Poking, on Saturday, was conducted wit 1 j folio 
eremony, speeches being delivered by friends 
l German, English, ami French.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

diNv^rrr ’̂ August 18, St. James’s Hall (Banqueting Hall), Picca- 
y» W. ; 7.30, “  George Meredith : W riter and Teacher.”

August 25, St. James’s Hall, London.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6 d . ; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d .; half column, £1 2s. 6d .; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

l'r, jl!AKlES W atts’s E ngagements.—August 18, Milton Hall, 
0 nfL°n ’ “ a> M ilton Hall, London. September 8, Sheffield, 
n 0 , D , 15, 16, 17, debate at Newcastle-on-Tyne with the 
jqjV' A. J. W aldron ; 20, G lasgow ; 22 and 23, D undee; 27, 
to |'"buiF h-—All communications for Mr. W atts should be sent 

‘ ■MU a reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope 
j  be unclosed) at 81 EfFra-road, Brixton, London, S .W . 
j  j  'A*— Always glad to receive useful cuttings. 

u,’ -.,— Your little paper is sensible, but hardly well enough
A. Ili n f0r P^Hcation

“  Tfi l,L1? V'— Hlad to hear you are so pleased with our articles on 
T e r n * b l °  an<l Local V eto .”  W e are reprinting the Bible 
Parntnran° e Part ^ o  articles, revised and amplified, as a 
Trad . e t -icy general circulation. Our promised articles on Free 

\y ,, c m  Drink will be published at the earliest opportunity.
R g  — Thanks for cuttings.

utilised ' ^ b e e le r  returns thanks forjjthe paper, which will be
0. W _y

think -u Und an account of tho early American Free- 
AmotfrS 'i1 ^ r‘ W heeler’s Biographical Dictionary o f  Freethinkers. 
Talme’  !  ,™  were Ethan Allen (Oracle o f  Reason J, Elihu 

f  'Principles o f  N ature), Abner Kneeland (Review o f  
tianti,lCiesf ? f  Christianity), J. S. H ittell ( Evidences Against Ohris- 

t>a * 'Uy)’ }>■ M. Bennett (  The Gods, etc.) .
Brno'8? 1 s T und-— Per Miss Vance W ell-W isher, 3s.; M. Du 

, Is .; C. Pottage, .junr., 5s.; S. Alward, 5s.; E. 
T. ( '.„J ’ .',s; : C- Tlioinas, 5s. ; John Truoman £1
»  » C T  As. - -  -  -

0ls' 6s. ; c. H 
s.; C.

P M *-’©11, 3s. ;
2s. ßUutmeux, 5s.; T. Batchelor, 5s.; Mrs. E. Norton, 5s.; W . F.,

T.eé ......... ...
Miss Hodgson, 3s

S. fid ”‘ “ oux. 08. ; T. B: b(t. p er c  Wattg .

J. Leiper, 5s.; 
Mr. and Mrs. Samson, £1;

E. D, jr' f er L. W atts : W . Bailey, £1 ; J. Umpleby, 10s.
R. g_ ,, ‘ ALY-—Thanks for cuttings.
R, M j®noelly.—Much obliged.

8oiour'n MV, I>Utnam conuot visit every place during his present 
A ' ' *s time is mapped out until his departure forArirerica.~Tho'n“ i pA ° lear he will have to postpono a visit to Thetford 

'V. j  s fam e ’s birthplace—until he comes to England again.
any u " ’)' EF J-— Y our verse is all right, but Harcourt isn’t worth 

R. a e °1 our Boace.
tain tlie, Christian Evidence journals are never able to main- 
by egotin.solves- They are always subvontioned or kept alive 
really or fanatics. W e havo nover known one that was 
'ike t0 g by of existence. But this is regrettable. W e should 
Politg Ch°° k j ° urnal conducted by a sincere and reasonably 
URainst (.I18*’1.an> with the object of maintaining Christianity 
'v°rth n,,„ 0 intellectual attacks of Secular: 
rePl>ed „ > lle t0 reidy to such
rvhat ’ na 
ure ......

nssmg ; mere personalities are only contemptible.
Infidel

ism. It might be 
an organ ; but wo never have

'Pass -We nover mean to reply, to tho gutter organs of 
, « t h i s  country as Christian Evidence. PrinciplesCh dlsou8 ■ - • - ‘ ■

°0rtaini„ Mr. Foote’s Infidel Death-Beds. Byron was

B.

QUIRER .
Cettainiv F T  iuI- cooco  s injiaet JJe
h?r 'Vas if  j1 Christian, in any honest sense of tho designation, 
Piece of r,.,?0, , > and Shelley was a professed Atheist. It is a

™Pudence I ’ ‘ P..........................
the Cai.T?s- , Shak 
TheotÎlnal doctri,

I to claim tho greatest poets as “  all
oard'innl -Shakespeare himself was clearly an unbeliever in 

Oology_^doctrines, not only of Christianity, but of Natural
~as it is paradoxically called.

C W - £ r -  Martineau does not beliovo in tlio divinity of 
“ as Written does not even call himself a Unitarian. He

' VA}{ s°me trenchant criticism of the Christian documents. 
. aR this evnl\ near the Regent-street entrance to St. James’s
t.° he witho,0/1! ^  (August 18) to  inform late comers who happen 
v -'f-Eiiy nil tlckQts where they can obtain them.
.°tei-a,. /  , ackburn), one of the N.S.S. vice-presidents, and a

1 Lmp

0f the n T T r  / J U11U Ui
^ t t s  a 1G u . ^uard of .cruubiiuugiiD, in atmuing tmuugn 

t l ês ; <c t subscription to the President’s Honorarium Fund,

y p  8  -1, -- ------ V. A WU *# A V W »  I WW WW —    ---------

Uil f i l t e r  bury’ >>r‘ ■̂ 00 ê s  w °rk  is more severe and deserving

hisÜ^0tl ther m KurPr*sed that out of the 5,000,000 pooplo in 
(i. h°p ’s sa]n„C ar°  Rot^sufficient Progressives to afford him a k *anr

lirw63" Bir'iy.V l ä —New York Public Ojiinion—Isle of Alan 
b Q3ton LjvgTitfham Argus—Secular Thought—Freidenker— 
K r J ^ g e r a m l^ t o r — Rofereo-M o r n i n g -  Fur Unsere Jugend— 

t T(,l,~ Uef Arme Teufel— Froedom—Liberty—SheffieldY0 .Ti
Rtii

Rlb> 0f
ori;. „graph—Nineteenth Century—Rangoon Tim es— 

N f l —Llue Grass Blade—Philosophical Journal— 
0rator. a Tw o W orlds—Light—Progressive Thinker—

bg the r d US newspapors would onhanco tho favor by 
28 o113 for th, o ! ” ^e8 which they wish to call our attention.

to
Q tv, t?i w  wuiuu uiioy vvimi w u  uui

Co»,, hJ’i6cut.ti Jd if°r  of the Freethinker should be addressed 
¡¡^'■ONoKN̂ ' 8t/ eot. London, E.C. 

v t i lle re d  ! ehouhl reach us not lator than Tuesday if a roply 
Lt,,.r  ̂ 'o (°llowingCUlll^lt i®Rua- Otherwise tho roply stands ovor

6eday, must reach 28 Stonocuttor-street by first post
°y will not bo insortod.

I t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

S P E C I A L .

I intended to write at some length under this heading, 
but I am detained at the Law Courts, and must defer 
writing until next week. In the next issue of the 
Freethinker I shall have to make a statement of considerable 
importance, and an announcement as to the future affairs 
of our party organisation.

G. W. FOOTE.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HUXLEY.

T he Fortnightly Review for August has four papers on 
Professor Huxley. The first, by the Hon. G. C. Brodrick, 
Warden of Merton College, Oxford, gives “  Some Personal 
Characteristics the second, by Professor E. B. Tylor, 
considers him “  as anthropologist the third, by “  A 
Student of Science,” “  as biologist and the last, by W. L. 
Courtney, “ as philosopher.”

The Merton Warden gives some interesting particulars 
of Professor Huxley’s last appearance at Oxford. He 
remarks that the beauty of his character consisted in being 
perfectly natural. “ He possessed in a high degree that 
rare but open secret to which General Gordon owed so 
much of his marvellous influence; he was always himself, 
the same to young and to old, to rich and to poor, to men 
and to women; and had his lot been cast, like Gordon’s 
in Asia or in Africa, he would doubtless have been the 
same to Orientals as to Europeans. He was frank because 
he was fearless; he inspired confidence because he was 
evidently a true-hearted man ; his native self-respect was 
set off by a respectful manner towards others ; his intoler
ance of sophistry sometimes betrayed him into undue 
vehemence in controversial writing, but there was no 
pettiness in his odium scientificum, and a pure love of truth 
shone through all his most trenchant diatribes, political 
or theological.”

The contribution by Dr. E. B. Tylor is especially interest
ing. He notices how theologians discredited anthropology 
as “ a study leading to unauthorised views as to the place 
of man in the universe,” and dwells on Huxley’s services, 
mentioning in particular the meeting of the British Asso
ciation at Exeter in 1869. Close upon the end of his 
life Huxley did his best to promote the scheme for 
making anthropology at Oxford an examination subject for 
Honors Degree in Natural Science. Writing to Dr. Tylor, 
ho said : “  If I know anything about the matter, anthro
pology is good as knowledge and good as discipline.”  But 
Convocation thought he did not “  know anything about 
tho matter,” and threw out the proposed statute.

The “  Student of Science,” writing on Huxley “ as 
biologist,” endorses the remark of Ernst Haeckel, that 
“ he was one of the few investigators who had thoroughly 
mastered the whole range of biology.”

Mr. W. L. Courtney occupies the longest space in con
sidering Huxley “  as philosopher.” The essay is not very 
satisfactory. He shows that he repudiated both the titles, 
Materialist and Spiritualist, and he tries to make out that 
becauso he set tho ethical progress of man against the cosmic 
process, which “  has no sort of relation to moral ends,” he 
was something more than an Agnostic. But since the 
cosmic process, on the Theistic hypothesis, represents the 
method and work of God, he was here pitting man against 
God, and might even be described by the Theist as an 
Anti-Theist.
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S U G A R  P L U M S .

The St. James’s Hall experiment promises to be a complete 
success. The Banqueting Room was very nearly full on 
Sunday evening, people being seated even on the orchestra

Elatform. Of course there were many familiar faces present, 
ut there was a considerable contingent of strangers, in

cluding a respectable sprinkling of ladies. Mr. James Rowney 
occupied the chair, ana neatly introduced the lecturer. Mr. 
Foote was received with great enthusiasm, and his address 
on “ The Use and Abuse of the Bible ” was followed with the 
closest attention, and frequently punctuated with applause, 
which rose to an ovation at the finish. A few questions 
were asked, and a good-looking, smiling Hindoo made an 
attempt at opposition. A polite and reasonably-spoken 
minister said that he had listened to the lecture with much 
admiration and a good deal of sympathy ; but he wanted to 
know whether the old Bible, with all its disadvantages, 
should not be kept in the schools until the better Bible of 
Humanity, which Mr. Foote referred to, was actually forth
coming. After the lecturer’s reply to this question the 
meeting dispersed amidst a lot of handshaking and con
gratulations.

Friends going to St. James’s Hall this evening (August 18) 
will please go to the Regent-street entrance, which has been 
specially opened for our convenience. The staircase at that 
entrance leads straight up to the Banqueting Hall. Some 
of our friends, last Sunday evening, went into the main 
Piccadilly entrance, and found themselves in Mr. Price 
Hughes’s meeting. The look of disgust on the faces of the 
Methodist officials, when tickets for Mr. Foote’s lecture were 
presented, may be left to imagination.

This evening’s lecture (August 18) is on “ George Meredith : 
Writer and Teacher.” It will be very different from the 
lecture, with lavish selections, which Mr. Foote gave at the 
Hall of Science some months ago. It has been advertised in 
literary organs, and will probably attract a good number 
of outsiders. Freethinkers also should find this lecture 
particularly interesting. In the first place, it is something 
out of the common; in the next place, its subject, Mr. 
George Meredith, is the greatest living English novelist, a 
fine poet, a most brilliant wit, and a Freethinker and 
Humanitarian in the loftiest sense of the words.

The secretary of the Failsworth Secular Schools reports 
that, notwithstanding the heavy rains on Sunday. Mr. 
Putnam’s lectures were a complete success, the school being 
full both afternoon and evening. Mr. Sydney A. Gimson 
made an excellent chairman, and friends attended from all 
parts. The collection amounted to over £15. During the 
last year over £50 has been spent on the school in repairs 
and decorations, and it is the intention, as soon as funds 
will permit, to enlarge the building, it having become too 
small to carry on tho affairs of the school to the satisfaction 
of the committee.

Mr. Putnam lectures at Leicester to-day (August 18). 
One lecture only—in the evening. Local Freethinkers will 
have to hear him then, or not at all, so of course the hall 
will be crowded.

The farewell dinner to Mr. Putnam will take place at the 
Holborn Restaurant on Wednesday, September 4, a day or 
two before he sets sail from Southampton. The tickets (4s.) 
are now on sale, and can be obtained at 28 Stonecutter-street, 
or of any Branch secretary. Mr. Foote presides at this 
function, and hopes to meet a large number of London 
“ saints.” It will be their last opportunity, for some time at 
least, of doing honor to the President of the American 
Secular Union.

Mr. Putnam’s last lecture before leaving will be delivered 
in London on Sunday, September 1. Miss Vance is making 
arrangements for it, under Mr. Foote’s instructions, and due 
announcement will appear in our next issue.

Mr. Charles Watts gave his third and last lecture (for the 
present) at the Secular Hall, Camberwell, last Sunday 
evening. The audience was large and very enthusiastic.

This evening, Sunday, August 18, Mr. Watts lectures at 
Milton Hall, when, by request, he will speak upon the 
question : “ Does Death End All '¡”

Mr. Cohen lectures for the Battersea Branch this Sunday 
evening at the Park Gates. As this is Mr. Cohen’s first 
appearance in South-west London this season, he should 
have a very large audience. If wet, the lecture will be in 
the hall. ____

Mr. A. Prosser Chanter, a member of the N.S.S., was 
returned as a representative of Godaiming Parish on the

Guildford Board of Guardians. He has taken the place ofa 
local Tory brewer.

• isMiss May Collins, a Freetliinking girl of nineteen,  ̂
carrying on a discussion on the truth of the Christ  ̂
religion, in the Blue Grass Blade, of Kentucky, with - 
Rev. President J. A. Williams, one of the best theologian 
that State. To her contention, that the_ matter oi  ̂
Gospels was involved in obscurity, he replied by say'Dgjis 
would be very unwise to decline to receive Luc  ̂
mathematics because there were uncertainties aboup _ j 
life. To this Miss Collins replied that the matheinati  ̂
Euclid demonstrate their own truth, so it makes no diner 
whether any such man as Euclid ever lived. But t“ 6-, gll9 
foundation of the Christian religion requires that gUS 
should have lived, and as the teachings attributed to p , [0 
do not demonstrate their own truth, like those attribu &g 
Euclid, it is of fundamental importance that such a m . 0{ 
Jesus should have lived in order to establish the tru ût 
what is attributed to him. The discussion is not ended, 
as far as it has gone Miss Collins takes the biscuit.

F red en“ Theological Pessimism” is the title of Mr 
Harrison’s reply to Mr. W. H. Mallock, in the Nm? 
Century, and the Positivist certainly makes some good „jj 
Mr. Harrison repudiates the title “ Optimist,” and says. ^  
any religion is to be styled ‘ the creed of Optimism, it • ot 
the religion of Humanity; it is rather Neo Christiani 
Neo-Catholicism, according to which not a hair of our , 
can fall without the loving care and forethought ^ 
Almighty Creator; all is for our real and ultimate 
even if it seems painful now ; Virgins, saints, and at ^ 
two Persons of a Blessed Trinity are constantly at w gjBful 
guide, protect, and inspire us ; and, however vile or ,, 
we may be in life (hell being now practically abolisc® /> 
shall all live again in transcendent and infinite bliss.

Mr. Harrison, too, makes a good retort on the theol 8 ^  
who, with Mr. Balfour, wail over the helplessness o 
the visionary nature of his so-called knowledge, il 
infinitesimal littleness of his earthly abode. Ho says • ^ id  
strange ! For it is considerations like these which) pjyjne 
think, were the despair of theologians. It 1S th>3 
Omnipotence, not Humanity, which has to ®S3'i:^eness) 
dilemma. Did God make us in His image, after Hus tpep,
and yet we are such worthless, vile brutes ? U10 1 l j ust 
die for us wretched mites on this microscopic mote :g verf 
and all, as you theologians say, for nothing l I" mfboi  ̂
wonderful ! And all tins, you say, is to prove tnB wici" 
goodness of Almighty Wisdom ! Such is  ̂ I R jj jn»y 
Optimism and its message of great joy to man. \n &e, 0li 
Mr. Harrison say that “ Scientific Optimism seems ^  cret)d 
the whole, a more cheerful, as well as a more sensio, > 
than the theological pessimism of Neo-Christianity-

-------  Bir
Mr. H. Brockhouse sends a very sensible letter W ^jjoolp 

mingham Daily Argus on tho subject of voluntairy^ 
being supported from the public purse. He P°ini__]3ecauSf 
this is opposed to fair play and common sense: ‘ ,.eople, hu, 
Board schools are under the direct control of the J’ j  cliqpfi. 
‘ voluntary ’ schools are governed by small self-elec 
not amenable to anyone, and public control ¡v
public taxation. 2nd—Because it is the duty ot . at,ioHs j 
supply secular education, and of religious denomi . re sfi 
supply religious teaching, each in their proper js.UoUS ed ,
time.
cation

Secular education is a public duty, but .ID-j(Rlp»rr*, 
canon is a private matter, resting with the indivi j both6 
or guardian. 3rd—Because, if the schools of po*®** lt0 s«P'
as the Established Church, Wesleyans, or Catholi
ported by the public purse, you do an inr t ° e,,ld l>»ve W 
of minor bodies, or no religious body, w h o^ sh ou^ ^ e t1

me rights as a Catholic or Wesleyan. v;„j.ary, v“ " 
-called voluntary schools are not truly vo i ImP

same ri,
so-callea vuiu.uta.ry »unuuis ato uuu *
ported alinost entirely, even now, out oi 
Exchequer.”

but suri

Thep  t ^  of Freethinkers for blasphemy i » g ^ e  
f 08“ 1̂ . M  the fetish men wish. One of g j V  

venerable A. VVilberg, of Stockholm long a IWPR ..¡ntb
it°tarhy’|Wdit e n-ii‘ N®Ver bcfon' has ĥ cIitynr . on,' • Ul° rlb.le> fiven in our own country, & rDW?>

:  ,[t 18 our duty to raise our voice of *  t0
y  iho 70unK, not to suffer themselves

swonnd aWay by tbe 1,00(1 of infidelity that like a
sweeps over so many nations of our world.”

a « !$

documents,
t o ----- , ___________,
autumn of 175. ) two journals of his tour m 1 ’"J*' per“^,! 

I Kill Juvenal afterand his remarks u|xm .
tho “ Satires.” it is to lie hoped that steps pU 
make these documents accessible to the ic

plie.
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THE CHINESE MASSACRE ; OR, CHRISTIAN 
FORGIVENESS.

“  A  Conference between officials o f the C.M .S. and the Foreign 
Office was held on Monday, and instructions were at once 
telegraphed to Sir Nicolas O’Conor, Ambassador at Pekin, to 
demand a military escort for him to attend the scene of the 
massacre to  hold an inquiry ; and, further, demanding an Imperial 
decree ordering capital punishment for the offenders, and the issue 

stringent orders for tho protection of all British missionaries 
n°w in China.” — Christian World, August 8, 1S95.

Ut Conclusion o f Armenian Petition Entrusted to Dr. Dillon. 
Is European sympathy destined to take the form  of a cross upon 
°ur graves ?’— Mr. Gladstone has answered this last despairing 
question, and his answer will, we hope, rouse the Christian world. 
1-0 think otherwise would be sheer iniidelity, the denial o f all 
moral power to  the religion o f Jesus."— Ibid.

Words like these are always significant to the Freethinker, 
and should be suggestive to all Christians not steeped in 
Prejudice. These occasions form our opportunity for 
plainly exposing the ignorance and deception of orthodoxy. 
We take Christians on their ground of appealing to the 
“ Word of G od” as their authority, attested, as they say, 
Jy the “  Spirit.” By the way, this spirit must be very 
vague in its teaching when we notice that Christianity is 
divided and subdivided to such a great extent, even 
exhibiting this lack of unity in its foreign missions. 
However, as some of us know, to our cost, Christians are 
Unanimous on one question— the persecution of “ infidels, 
?nd here they are Turks and Chinese. Shade of Jesus! 
It seems incredible that the above quotations should coexist 
tvith the Sermon on the Mount. It is evident that in this 
boasted enlightened age those professing discipleship to the 
Aazarenc are either dupes or hypocrites in excelsis. What 

0 they mean when praying “  as wo forgive them that 
respass against us” ? Can any intelligent reader of tho 
ew Testament conceive of Jesus attending a “  conference ” 
tween the Roman officials and his disciples, and 
distractions ” being at once sent to have Herod put to 

' for the murder of John the Baptist; or Peter taking 
Part in a similar affair and “  demanding ” 1,r" f" ”kfl6 milrrl ~C T « ~similar affair and “  demanding ” Herod s life foi 

3r of James ? Candidly, though, is it too much 
10 ask (assuming these persons ever lived) whether they 
yould not if they could ? Times have changed ! But this 
te not a question for a Christian to ask. She or he is 
)QUnd by “  belief ” to obey the “  word of God.”

1 resuming all Christians possess knowledge ot the 
fcx'stence of the Sermon on the Mount and its corollaries 
flattered in the Gospels, we have only too good reason for 

Sieving the maioritv are unaware of its character indetail.
evade

majority are unaware of its character in 
the “  men of God,” except a very small minority,

except-
the matter. As far as we are‘ explains»

, ;puon of Tolstoi the Russian, this ™ J  vindicate 
teaching away. It is far from ̂ r  we plead

Hiese ultra-altruistic teachings of ’ calling them- 
strongly for honesty and justice. profession, or
sGves Christians should act up Instead of
candidly admit their inability anc , r J ?  bonest enough 
ytich, they dub as “  infidels ” those who are hone ^
W renounce allegiance to this impossible i o g  ■ outrage3, 
a s°  eager to express horror at tho . ,g . i-,ut at tho 
and to sympathise with survivors and i ’ disapproval
aame time it is only just to express our o °I orthnru- -, - • . . - » Their history showsprthodox “ heathen missions. nrehensible and
plainly that tho intrusion of an 111 , a lamentable
absurd religious system, combine aud proper
baptitudo to reconciliation with , d in disaster.
banners and customs, has natural V foreigners

[Jew would “  Christian England JJ and  practices
insinuating their (to us) out-of-place, notio ̂  ^ ^  , ,iw r„nn
- e experience of "ls ^fiinio11.01106 of ‘ ho Moslem Establishment in Liverpool

It ¡3lent answer.
^ Ssionarv'1 t0 n°Hce tho letter of a Mr. Lloyd,

PrecatcfVi.'0 ■ Daily News of the same date, who
*'cw Tcsd 110 *d°a of reprisal. This is admirable from a 
CaiTy tb0'l'IUent standpoint ; but why does not Mr. Lloyd 
c°Unecti0 ? r?tcst to its logical conclusion and sovor his 
"diich v; ! iwAh its individual responsibility) with a party
*ell-n J i°lates » - - ■ •
c°unt> h destr 
othertries?

’ Illch Viol v. " “ 'u lls inaiviauai responsiuuny; wim a party 
cll-nigi, '] es an essential of duty, and whose existence 

r"'~' ‘ c estroys all sense of truth in this and other 
- esser,,- i w°uld then be at liberty to tackle the 

•eeteg n,. n la]s of New Testament Christianity, and,
teeHtabl'0 ,l^ er impossibility of their performance, 

y renounce the profession.
would

Our contemporary may smile at the difficulty raised, and 
refer us to the long list of “  worthies and divines ” who 
have “  satisfactorily explained ” the Sermon on the Mount. 
W e answer, such tricking, dodging, and evasion don’t go 
down with a Freethinker in these days. The teaching is 
there, and it is the Christian’s simple duty to obey.

“  Sheer infidelity ” consists of contradiction to the letter 
and spirit of this teaching; and, since we know it cannot 
be practised, Christianity does not exist; therefore, to talk 
of its moral power is absurd. Whatever of moral power 
may be connected with British civilisation seems ineffective 
when dealing with crime at home and abroad ; and secular 
“ providence,” in the shape of “ military escort, official 
inquiry,' capital punishment, etc.,” is relied on, to the 
practical exclusion of him who is declared to have said : 
“  Lo, I am with you alway.”

We hope the time is not far distant when thoughtless, 
superficially-minded persons will be compelled, by the 
spread of Freethought, to look this matter in the face, and 
have the choice of deliberate hypocrisy or renunciation of 
an impossible religion. Jos. G. Briggs.

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker ” 
{July SO).

How much I have to write about this week—Edinburgh, 
Abbotsford, Melrose, Glasgow, Ayr, Loch Katrine, and Loch 
Lomond. What a procession passes through the mind, 
majestic, beautiful, fairylike, that cannot vanish from the 
halls of memory, and glorifying this wonderful human life 
of ours.

For grandeur I do think the city of Edinburgh wears the 
palm ; it is lovely, it is ancient, it is romantic; and other 
cities are so likewise; but where, in the heart of a vast 
metropolis, is beheld such a mighty castle towering on such 
a mighty hill ? Two hundred trains rattle by it every day. 
The foliaged valley glitters beneath, edged by the busiest 
thoroughfare of the city, Princess-street. The Castle seems 
like some giant of the past, huge and battered, reclining 
with a kind of imperious disdain of the new life that surges 
at the feet of its dead empire, an enormous relic of the 
embattled ages.

On Monday morning, June 17, in company with Mr. 
Brown, president of the Secular Society of Edinburgh, and 
Mr. Dewar, Jr., I climb the precipitous eminence. As I 
enter the parade-ground the Highland regiment is at drill, 
with the music of the bagpipes. The costume is picturesque, 
and the marching ranks present an animated spectacle, with 
a dash of old-time war emblazonry. I enter the frowning 
portals, and wander through the halls, chambers, passages, 
and dungeons of this memorable stronghold. I look upon 
the kings’ regalia, the swords and armor of celebrated 
warriors, the great gun built in 1486—a ragged-looking 
monster compared with the polished and gorgeous emissaries 
of death we now manufacture—and the tattered banners, 
in whose silken folds were once the fall and rise of kingdoms.

Time will not permit the enumeration of the hundreds of 
mementos that adorn this grim sentinel of the ages. From 
the castle I take my way to Holyrood Palace, at the other 
end of the long, descending street called High-street and 
Canongate. I pass St. Giles Cathedral, where John Knox 
preached, and the house in which he lived, gloomy as his 
own religion. I did not care to go in and view the remem
brances of his fanatical career; I have no love for that 
theological termagant, who, if he had been a woman, would 
no doubt have enjoyed the Puritanic ducking-stool. Holy- 
rood, however, is a poetic place, witnessing in its decaying 
grandeur to the tragedies of kings and queens. Especially 
is the brilliant and sorrowful life of Mary mingled with these 
palatial remnants. The bare walls of the old abbey are all 
that is now left of that structure in which the beautiful 
queen was married to the unworthy Darnley, whence began 
those cruel misfortunes which, crushing to death, have lifted 
her name into the immortal romance of history, where love 
and pity forget error aud weakness. The dark and terrible 
crimes of those tumultuous days have left their record 
athwart the walls aud floors of Holyrood, and we traverse 
the footsteps of royal murder and conspiracy. In the 
sunlight of to-day float the dim tapestries that might have 
drank the blood and tears of centuries ago. Near by the 
palace is Arthur’s Seat, a promontory-like hill, whence 
is a specious view of the city, and the vast surrounding 
country, now glistening in summer’s green and flowery 
pomp.

In the afternoon, with Mr. Brown and Mr. Dewar, I visit 
the Forth Bridge. This is the largest and tallest bridge in 
the world. It is a mile in length ; with three mighty arches 
it spans the waters. It looks like a triple mountain in its
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symmetrical and massive sublimity. It is built for the ages. 
It cannot be blown down by any wind that these regions 
can produce. The enormous blast that tumbled over the 
Tay Bridge would not shake this an inch. It would require 
an earthquake to dissolve its stupendous frame. Its iron 
arms might hold a million tons in their clasp. We sail 
around the bridge and enjoy a full view of its piers, 
buttresses, and columns that defy the most furious storm. 
The view from the top of the bridge, which lifts its arches 
150 feet above the water, is extensive and varied. The broad 
Forth is lined on both sides with wooded and mountainous 
shores gleaming near and far in the golden sunlight. We 
return by stage to Edinburgh, and along the route see 
new and attractive pictures of the city and its suburbs.

Tuesday unfolds a wondrous treasure house, Abbotsford, 
and Melrose. Melrose is forty miles by rail from Edinburgh. 
At the station the stage is ready for Abbotsford, about three 
miles away. We travel through a lovely country, the river 
Tweed glancing upon our vision with the same radiance 
that enchanted the poet’s soul when he lived and loved on 
its gentle banks. Dismounting from the stage, we plunge 
down through a walled pathway into the delightful valley 
where the Wizard Scott built his picturesque home according 
to the fancies of his exuberant genius. We see the very 
walls he looked upon, the books he read, the window whence 
he saw, while at his task, the shining meadow and river; 
the chair he sat in, the desk over which wandered his 
marvellous pen, the little room in which he found rest at 
midnight’s hour, the pipes he smoked as dreamland hovered 
about him, and the many treasures he had gathered, illus
trious with memories of the past. The noble face of the 
poet—no canvas and marble declare the intellectual wealth 
of his gifted brain. How that brain teemed with the 
wonders of the world—a colossal power making rich forever 
the pathway of man. And Melrose, fair Melrose, I did not 
see it in the “ pale moonlight,” but in the soft and gorgeous 
summer afternoon ; for clouds were in the sky, and a mellow 
lustre fell from the sun, and clothed the old abbey with a 
tender radiance ; and the scenes all around harmonised with 
the melancholy beauty of the ruins. A graveyard is about 
the Abbey, beautiful with blue and golden flowers and a 
carpet of grass. I walked among these grey sepulchres, 
beside the grey walls of the shattered and mossy temple, 
plucking the flowers just bursting into bloom. The majestic

East for the time possessed my being, and the dead centuries 
ecame alive and their glory thrilled my heart. I am glad, 

however, that I did not live when this old abbey was in its 
prime. I am glad that I have the privilege of looking upon 
its ruins, and wondering what its history might have been 
in the forgotten ages. I have photographed its picture in 
my mind, and its sad and sweet desolation becomes an 
intellectual joy.

I return to Edinburgh and pass the night at the home of 
Mr. J. F. Dewar, naturalist. He enjoys rural felicity if any 
one does. He lives in a farmhouse, old and solid as the hills 
almost, and surrounded with gardens, green fields, and 
beautiful trees. Birds of various plumage are gathered here, 
and other species of life interesting to the student of nature. 
It is a delightful place for dreams and reveries, away from 
the busy multitude. In the evening we enjoy the music of 
the violin and the piano and the melody of favorite Scottish 
songs. Mr. Dewar has for years been a staunch supporter 
of Freethought in Edinburgh, and at the last National 
Conference ne was elected vice-president of the National 
Secular Society in recognition of his eminent services. As a 
naturalist and man of science he has no use for the super
natural. I enjoyed the campaign at Edinburgh. There is a 
fine society here ; the audiences are good. The hall is well 
filled in the evening. Mr. Brown presides at the afternoon 
lecture, and Dr. Crawford at the evening lecture. Dr. 
Crawford himself takes the platform occasionally and speaks 
a word for reform, althougn occupied with the cares of a 
busy profession. He is associated with the great medical 
colleges of Edinburgh. The Secular Society has much local 
talent. J. M. Wheeler, Mr. Robertson, and others of renown 
in the Freethought ranks, began their work in this city. 
Edinburgh is the seat of learning. Over five thousand 
students are at its university. It might well be called the 
modern Athens. It is an ideal place for study and 
philosophy. Here is the tomb of David Hume, and his 
spirit still reigns in the schools, and even in the churches. 
With the charm ̂  of the past, Edinburgh has still the 
inquiring mind. The warm welcome I have received here, 
the many beautiful and grand scenes I have witnessed, 
make Edinburgh a memorable experience in this summer’s 
journey.

On AVednesday, June 10,1 take the train early for Glasgow, 
for now the Pilgrim would wend his way to one of the 
sweetest spots in all of Bonnie Scotland—the birthplace of 
Robert Burns. I met at Glasgow James McGlashan, 
president of the Glasgow Society, and Air. Leiper, and they 
are my companions for this day’s journey. Ayr is about 
forty miles’ journey from Glasgow, on the Firth of Clyde. 
It is now quite a prosperous and fashionable resort, and has 
but little of the simplicity and rural quietness of Burns’s 
time. The old landmarks are almost covered up. Tam o’

Shanter’s Inn still abides, but it has a brusque and model® 
appearance. At the Plough Inn is the drinking-cup ot 
Souter Johnnie, and some of the furniture of the cottag® 
where the poet was born. They used to allow strangers, a*“ 
especially Americans, to drink out of that famous cup, 
source of so much happiness to Souter Johnnie ; but now lj 
is put under lock and key. It is too valuable to be hande® 
promiscuously about. AVe can only take a look at it, *1?“ 
dream of its sparkling glory in the dim past. The birth' 
place of the poet is about three miles from the city—a loWj 
long cottage. The poet was born in a little square corner ot 
what I suppose was the kitchen. There seems hardly roo»1 
enough in that bed for a woman to give birth to a child, but 
so it was that Scotland’s greatest genius saw the light oI 
day, and not much light at that, for there are only t*° 
windows in the room, one in front and a very small one in 
the rear, close by the bed. So the little fellow did not loo* 
upon a world of very great promise as he opened his eye® 
and the tragedy of existence began, mingled with flowers oj 
love and flashes of wit and humor that will cheer to the one 
of time. In another room, which was perhaps the ber  
room, or parlor, are relics and treasures of the p°etl jj 
changeful life, his letters, manuscript of “ Tam o’ Shanter, 
etc. Among these, on a newspaper cutting, was * 
Stranger’s Tribute to Robert Burns,” and signed A" 
American.” To my surprise and delight, these verses, thu-> 
treasured in the poet’s own home, were the beautiful stan^ 
written, I believe, in this very house, by Ingersoll-'ttl 
sweetest tribute ever given to Burns from a kindred he»1 
and genius. But it struck me as wonderfully incongru°u;, 
that these noble lines should be “ The Tribute of a Strang®!/
I was wondering if those who placed the lines here real'i 
know who wrote them, and were a bit afraid of the n*agj 
word, Ingersoll; or did they select them for their sifflP 
beauty, without any reference to the greatness of the author 
It certainly, in this latter case, would show a fine apprecl c 
tion of a poem that flows like a fountain from the pe® j  
America’s most renowned representative. Burns a®, 
Ingersoll ! how much alike they are in their broad an 
universal manliness, in their open-hearted recognition 
whatever is good and beautiful in the humblest lot._ a  
who loves the poet of Scotland must love the gifted sing , 
of America, who breaks into melody beneath this lowly to ' 

From the cottage we wander to Kirk Alloway, wherea . 
witches danced, and we stand by the window through 'v qD 
Tam o’ Shanter looked and watched the show, while u 
Nick played his liveliest tunes. Then we traversed ■ 
road along which Maggie did her level best. AVe loitered 
the arch of the “ old brig,” where Maggie saved everytn 
except her tail. An enthusiastic Scotchman was reClt Jj 
the poem as we arrived, and the whole picture was pl.a, j 
vividly before the mind. AVe could see Tam as he whir . 
the corner and rushed down the road. AVe could see MagS 
as she made that tremendous jump and won immortal ia  ̂
Beneath flowed the beautiful river, the river Doon, .g 
Burns has so often celebrated in his songs. Dreamily
watched its limpid course; the green banks, the r0|?’ th® 
woodbine, and the trees glittering in the sunlight. A 0> 
monument are the marvellously life-like statues of %ve 
Shanter, Souter Johnnie, and Nance, and it seemed as 
could hear the very music of their laughter and se 
humorous light dancing in their eyes. sbore>

Returning to Ayr in the afternoon, we went to the J e) 
where there are beautiful prospects of the Firth ot  ̂ * jn 
the Arran mountains beyond, etc. In the evening w® , ,gh 
Glasgow. AVith Air. AlcGlashan I take a long ride th 
the city on a tram-car, and view some of Glasgow^ ^  
fashionable streets, its elegant residences, the, . neys, 
gardens, the cathedral, the university, the tall e®11 -tb" 
etc. There is much magnificence about Glasgow, ®° ad is 
standing its smoky atmosphere. The Great Western' joV0]y 
especially attractive, with its noble mansions and g
gardens. It extends straight as an arrow for many “ "I jk®r 

Thursday, June 20, is another eventful day. The w -0 
is brilliant indeed ; clouds and sunshine mingle in A saC; 
array, and add to the attractiveness of each. The 1r® >vjth

,chs

tour is on this day’s program, and it is crowd®“ , 
romance from beginning to end. The splendor ot jjjpg 
poetry is over all this region, and we seem to be tra gO'Vji’ 
through enchanted land. I take the train from ’ Gl®8'-’ \V® 
Callender. Here I mount the stage for the Trossac® • Qgie 
pass by the foot of Ben Ledi. On our left is GoU rpfreV 
Ford, where Roderick Dhu was wounded unto deatn. aJJd 
the sparkling Loch Vennachar spreads before u > and 
beyond that is the Brig of Turk, and Lock Ac®r "jung® 
towering wild and grand is Ben Venue. Then jj0ch 
into the Trossachs’ rugged glen, and, coming .*or and ¡n6 
Katrine dances on the view. AVe leave the coaches, pju® 
soon on the bosom of the waters, and the f;ie,‘gjej et°’ 
mountains appear, the grey hills, Ben Ann, Ellens J0yes 
I am reading the “ Lady of the Lake” as the boa  ̂ tbe 
along the wondrous scenes. I see the very rock 'v gge tb® 
huntsman’s gallent steed breathed his last. I str»®® 
precipice which the bold knight ascended, the 81 j 
where the lady found her prophetic guest, hacn g j  a®1 
lino reminds of the brilliant world through win
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Passing. The poet’s genius glorifies the vast expanse, 
«ora  Loch Katrine we take stage to Loch Lomond. Ben 
Vorlich and its companions lift their massive walls before 
°,Ur path, and we seem to be dashing into their rocky 
i/laini)ers- But from their base flows Loch Lomond, and on 
ns fair bosom we pursue our journey. Ben Lomond rears its 
Majestic crest, and crowns the vast and splendid scenery, 
fi 18 afternoon now, and the golden color is shining along 
lle changing heights and the fields and the valleys. It is a 

Marvellous picture, infinite in variety, 
rrom Loch Lomond we take train to Glasgow, and arrive 
eight o’clock. Mr. James Baxter meets me, and we visit 

‘ cuth Side Park, the Langside monument, on the spot where 
ue troops of Queen Mary were defeated, and Camp Hill, 
Pon which are some remains of the ancient Roman 
otrenchments. From this place there is a magnificent 

. » *  °f Glasgow. For miles around we behold the populous
T„ 1 Must thank Mr. McGlashan and other Glasgow friends 

or their generosity and hospitality. Mr. Leiper has 
presented me with some beautiful views of Scotland, which 

“ as taken in his many travels as a matter of pleasure and 
t, and these will remind me of the beauty and glory of 
otland. My whole visit has been one of constant delight. 

People are sociable and cultivated. They are patriotic, 
may well be proud of what Scotland has done in the 

story of the world, in philosophy, in literature, and in 
Rethought. Scotland is progressive. She is not bound to 

tli °len*' creeds. Her stores of romance do not chain her to 
faf bier sPlendid mountains, her beautiful lakes, her
helr • e^ s> her shining shores, crowded with memories of 
res°l1C ancestry, are busy also with the life of to-day and 

Piendent with the triumphs of man’s noblest genius.
Samuel P. Putnam.

( To be continued.)

B O O K  C H A T .
ng0 a fCert,aan literary circle the knighting of Sir Walter 

"K n 't  Was being discussed, and by some disapproved, 
hava L  ̂•” broke in a vehement Freethinker, “ he ought to 
“ \y. bemt made a lord at the least.” “ Why V was asked. 
The f  ’ i creating Valentine Eldridge in Children o f Gibeon. 
Pot v f Ĵod Almighty, with all eternity to work in, has 

.yet succeeded in creating half so good a woman.”
j  *  *  *

AunUnianity, the organ of the Humanitarian League, fort,Ufit onfina n ia  „ w a i:__N,1>e opens with a biographical notice of Francis ̂ William 
Thiam-an’ who has reached the patriarchal age of ninety.

18 followed by an excellent article on “ Humane 
trihi,in° ature>” by Howard Williams. Walter Lewin con- 
which a thoughtful article on “ The Making of Criminals,” 

1 ought to oe read by every magistrate in the kingdom.
Li *

the through the Crannies: Parables and Teachings from 
(-Villi n ^ e> by Emily E. Reader (London : H. A. Copley, 
iiruu,:111̂  .Town. E. ; 6d.), is evidently written by a highly 
°n thna l̂Xe lady, who describes life in other planets and 

ê\v t plains °f  Hades as glibly as John on Patmos did the 
anj Vr°frtPalem. There is a Christian air about the book,i  H O I  V  iO  Ml U IIO LU U IU  MIJ.il (L U U U U  U11L/ K J W P k . )

''Vorlj'i t its teaching is not belief in the atonement, but 
8 out good or evil deeds through metempsychosis.

In T • * * *Stephen’s account of Paley, in tho Dictionary of 
they Txf biography, he says : “ Paley advised his pupils, if 
aerMonil°ubl have to preach every Sunday, ‘ to make one 
Prij^i , aild steal five.’ He apparently acted upon this 
8ays J 11®- His son, in publishing some posthumous sermons, 
be f0u ai  only one is ‘ stolen,’ but adds that three are said to 
of on sermons by Fleetwood ; and a correspondent
»°M i  8 and Queries states that another is slightly altered 
^ aturaTpjlon by Bishop Porteus.” The famous author of 

We cou]Jleolody aud Evidence of Christianity said himself, 
U1d not afford to keep a conscience.”

f 6Qc^la8i rom extracts, Pierre Loti’s Jerusalem is a very 
Mefe) a h * 61?  sentimental performance. The plain, ugly 
Pbraseo]OÛ  Utne golden city ” aro veiled in much fine 

says «/• The average Frenchman peeps out in what 
w0ltlea nr Bethlehem. “ The beauty and costumes of the 
v °Men u •' the special charm of the place.” Of one of these 
se >». 1 M th« «ni™ — ] — of the Madonnas,”

zin Mary in person
h,6 Says’: «rS- the calm and pretty attitude of the Madonnas,” 
tni c°tnin.. , 0w °ue would say that the Virgin

a.nd

Lotf viewe<I the scenes through the roseate pince nez

%  towards us with” the infa»t Jesus in her arms.”
» S t l 0uld b ^ P  t
Of vhavin 'Ve.SUeS8 the pilgrims 
Jf it. r viewed th« «««««« t

the French pilgrimages to the Hoiv 
s pilgrims will come back disappointed,

eis> an(]ad,d<r8erves all credit for bringing out The Penny 
e hope the sale will recoup nis enterprise. But

his last issue, “ Robert Burns,” cannot be commended, save 
on the ground that to have any snatch of such a poet is 
worth the money. It purports only to be “ Selected Poems 
and Songs,” so we were prepared to find it open with “  The 
Cotter’s Saturday Night,” and omit the characteristic “ Holy 
Willie’s Prayer.” The editor was justified in omitting what 
was not to his taste, but not in altering words in what he 
did select, as he has done in more than one instance. To 
put “ middle ” for “  midden ” is over-fastidious in one who
explains “ houghmagandie” by “ fornication,” and d----- d
only calls attention to the fact that the word should be 
spelled damned. The first verse of “ Afton Water,” too, is 
divided wrongly. Mr. Stead calls this “ The Masterpiece 
Library.” The office boy, with scissors and paste, might 
achieve a better masterpiece.

ONE WORLD AT A TIME.

One world at a time is all we can carry,
All we can manage or hold ;

Then why should we seek, while on earth we tarry, 
More worlds than one to enfold 1

One world at a time, with all its rare graces,
Sweet as a vision of love ;

Its glorious showing of wonderful places,
Fairer than any above.

Beams on our sight in its clear placid glory,
A gem in white splendor set;

Its pages record a beautiful story,
Which learned, we ne’er can forget;

A story of joy and a story of peace,
Bound in a volume sublime ;

Where joys grow larger and sorrows decrease,
In one great world at a time.

No tongue hath counted the years that are given 
To dolorous fancies and sighs ;

Or told how wearily mortals have striven,
On wings immortal to rise ;

To soar far away to some fanciful land,
In some rare and roseate clime,

Forgetting that man can reasonably stand 
In but one world at a time.

One world at a time—although it hath sorrows, 
And fond hearts burdened with grief;

Yet hath its seasons of joyous to-morrows,
Bright with the buds of relief.

One world at a time—and its exquisite grace 
Flowers and unfolds in the sun.

While in her dear bosom we readily trace 
The text and the words, “ Well done.”

Well done for us all if we would but hasten 
To catch its wisdom and weal,

Its infinite strength upon which to fasten 
All that is lovely and real.

One world at a time—’tis all we can carry,
All we really can hold ;

Then let us try, while within it we tarry,
Our lives by its truths to mould.

Susan H. Wixon,

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

“ What made Samson weak 1” asked the Sunday-school 
teacher. “ A home-made hair cut,” promptly replied a boy 
in the front row.

“ Do you think woman will ever successfully fill the 
pulpit 1” “ I see no reason why she should not. It ought to 
do easy with the sleeves she wears.”

Mary had a little hen
With feathers white as snow.

The preacher paid a v isit: then 
The chicken had to go.

Bright Boy—“ Ma, you know the Prayer Book says Jesus 
Christ descended into hell 1” Mother—“ Yes.” Bright Boy 
—“ Well, our rector this morning read about Jesus saying to 
the thief on the cross, ‘ To-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.’ ” Mother—“ Well, what do you want to know 1” 
Bright Boy—“ I want to know how in hell the two could 
meet in paradise.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
St. James’s Hall (Banqueting Hall), Piccadilly : 7.30, G. W. Foote, 

“  George Meredith : Writer and Teacher.”
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 

Monday, at 8, musical and dramatic entertainment.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7, 

Conversazione.
Milton Hall (Hawley-crescent, 89-Kentish Town-road): 7, musical 

selections ; 7.30, Charles Watts, “  Does Death End All ?”
Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, F. Haslam, “  Beautiful Bible Stories 
7, 0. Cohen will lecture.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, St. John, “ Religion and 
Morality.”

Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.”

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, C. James will lecture. Thursday, 
at 8, C. James will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, S. R. Thompson, “ Slavery.” 
(Collection for Benevolent Fund.)

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.15, C. Cohen, “ Jesus as 
a Teacher 3.15, “  Is Belief in God Reasonable ?” (Collection for 
London Secular Federation.)

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, A. B. Moss, “  Antidotes 
to Superstition.” Thursday, at 8.30, Stanley Jones will lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Christianity 
and Evolution” ; 3.30, “ God and Evolution.”  Wednesday, at 8, F. 
Haslam will lecture.

Islington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, H. Courtney,
“  Belief and Conduct.”

Kilburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, S. E. Easton, “  Where will you 
Spend Eternity ?”

KiNGSLANDjJRidley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, a lecture. 
Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, F. A. Davies, “  Christianity and 

Slavery.”
Mile End Waste : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Life and Teachings of 

Buddha.”
Old Pimlico Pier : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Rome, Reason, and Revela

tion.”
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3, S. E. Easton will lecture. 
Tottenham Green : 3.30, a lecture.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, S. R. Thompson will 

lecture; 3.15, W. Heaford will lecture.
Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Christ’s 

Fables 7, S. R. Thompson, “ The Bible and Total Abstinence.”  Thurs
day, at 8, O. Cohen will lecture.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham Branch (Alexandra Hall, Hope-street): 11, Gymnasium 

class ; 7, club and social meeting.
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 2.45, 

Sunday-school; 7, L. Keen will lecture.
Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, Mr. Hammond,

“  Metamorphoses of Christianity.”
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, E. G. 

Taylor, “ Private Ownership of Land a Social Wrong.” 
Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near 

Grey’s monument): 3, members’ monthly meeting ; 7, J. L. White, M.Sc., 
“ Bible Science.”

S heffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
7, Lecture or reading—see Saturday's local paper.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) :
7, adjourned discussion on “ A  Liberal Program.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, business meeting.
Open-A ir  P ropaganda.

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, J. Watts Treasure, “ Chris
tianity and Society.”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside; : 11, R. Mitchell, “ The Atonement.”

LECTURES
BY

MR. G. W. FOOTE
(President o f  the National Secular Society)

AT

ST. JAMES’S HALL
(BANQUETING H ALL), PICCADILLY, TV. 

Entrances—Regent-street and Piccadilly.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18th—
“  George M eredith: W riter and Teacher.”

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25th—
“ Religion in the Light o f  Science.”

Chair Taken at 7.30 p.m.

ADMISSION B Y  TICKET ONLY.
Tickets Is., 2s., & 5s. Course Tickets Is. 6d. & 3S>

Obtainable at Tree’s Ticket Office, Piccadilly ; and at 
28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price I s . ; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

TEE GRAND OLD BOOK.
A  R E PLY TO TEE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
G. W . F O O T E .

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone s 
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents :—Preface—Preliminary View—The Creation Story 
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations 
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER-”
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. W holesale, Mr. Fordor.

“ The Clacton Tea-Table,”
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-ON-SEA-

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—August 18, m and 

a. Finsbury Park, e. Battersea ; 22, Wood Green ; 25, Manchester.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—Aug. 18, 
m. Finsbury Park ; 22, Hammersmith ; 25, m. Pimlico Pier, e. Kilburn ; 
28, Hyde Park.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, E.—August 18» 
m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 25, m. Clerkenwell, a. Victoria 
Park.

T. T hurlow , 350 Old Ford-road, E.—Sept. 16, e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and 
a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 
Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2a 6d .; extraction, 
I s .; painless by gas, 5e.

LpO FREETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
1 SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

Spécialité—Is. Ordinary, 12.30 to 3.
Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished ApaU®0

Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier Avenue.
Proprietor, H. FoysY*^

COALS! COALS ! COALS ! Cô
4ESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD & CO. are supplying good•F“rl° 49. 
uitable for all purposes, at 16s. 6d. per Ton. Hot Kitchen 0 >

R. Forder says : “  They are remarkably cheap and good. q0a\." 
W. J. Ramsey writes : “  I  am well satisfied with your 1 ar 0 
Miss Vance says : “ They are excellent.”

Orders to 206 York-road, King’s Cross. Depots all over Lo

T H O M A S  P A I N E ’S  W O R K S -
rG-

The Ago of Reason. New edition, with Preface by
Foote. Is. ,

Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is. _ »]
Complete Theological Works. (Including 1 1 »

Reason.) Olotĥ  2s. 6d. polBlC
The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. _ Wit i ^

Biography by T. M W heeler. Is. ;  bound in c '
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, B- ’
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
Home CO N SU LTATIO N S— io a.m. to t p.m ., zos. 6d.; 

6p.m . to 8 p.m ., Js. Patients Visited.
Co Me d i c a l  E S S A Y S . Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on Management o f  Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
ti°n> g-,\ A ae Drink Question. Ælso the Cause and Cure o f  Disease, Constipa- 
Coldg ^usness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
The hoF est Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms, 

n* n* e*0,
c J ^ I C A L  E S S A Y S . Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on The Healing Power o f Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice 

rMieh p,;1 n’ f°r the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, ° — 1_‘  ^ -----  -,TT1
5 i r 5 r rm' Hypochondria, Bloodlessness,

Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

J e d i c a l  E S S A Y S . Voi. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
5PecteH T.rticlt:s. 013 No More Death, Management o f Young Children, Un-

Co, 
jSfPectêd
Ait,tindred Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One

âctive.Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and

^cury^“*11’ t-iulblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

Cont ? E lC A L  E S S A Y S . Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 

inning <?p t^e Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
T̂ er ArtiHA ° niCS’ ^ ? a n̂st Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
S ? 'C h K -  A bo Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
p ^es ('p ®n’ " ox> Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
^a, Sciatir Fn0r .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 

Ar-pyl ca» Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
Cot

Aged rptl(?^s on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for»Arp* ■ ~ -- — * — ' * *
L  E S S A Y S . Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

i ° enail ’ p  rain*n2/ Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
> h a c’he U*m Boil> Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 
yelids p - ^ e Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
^Unds Rlts’ Painting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting, 

TJiq j^TTiS> Scalds, Bruises, etc.
^lve Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

^ f^ a h ers  C* ^ ^ P ^ C IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to

ii'ET a^ S ISM  : ITS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for 7d.
CO R gyAB  D IG ESTIO N . Post free for 7d.Hi i4es^ pTION  : ITS N ATU R A L CURE. Post free 7d.

Ji00k>, bound in One Vol., post free, Os. 6d. Send Postal Order. 
A E0 o ir P^ lP H L E T 3  FOR YOU NG M EN . For Postal Order for is. id. 

com . R  M A R R IE D  W OM EN . For Postal Order for is. ed. 
^unications to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Fish-place, M anchester-square, London, W.

4 Spa;

TfUJE

T H E BEST BOOK
°N  NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

b r M -?r a l , t y - 
N o t ic e  o f  &

or THE THEORY AND 
NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

ISo pa By J ' R - HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
*i with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

. r Price It., post free.
Uni • h order, t v -  ’  e '
»1 ov.laiPort^.t10 brlu8 tbe information within the reach of the poor, the 
* dn pESny par*;a °t the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 

V ° 9t f're °at *r08 tbe Pamphlet for distribution Is
^ ef ormtr of -ith September, 1.392, says , -‘ Mr Holmes’ 

^ li 8*a0 tir ’ 18 an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
. , S,01?  and practice . . . and throughout app al» to moral 

ta,,1ausiaâ ¿a, 0 sPec’ al value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
■0llia tig DUae aac* to human well-being generally is just his combi-j , —* mg V-J 11*" aJiu.jLiac.u. rr Oil-L/w-iap, gouLiaaaj< ia juoi J-LAO \J\JXXJ.vx-
V«r famd a®Pnlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 

t o  Secaredy “ Station  with a plain account of the means by which it 
Tv.at posBiHii au.̂  an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 

tth.® Oouni e Puces.”
m,ta W .  1:* of the M .le™ .,.,. . -------  n . I«----J-l n . im ... . .  — J

> shou Ù L y ^  C0RDBR’ 28 01q  ^  fd be sent to the author.

- ° Lw,ES. HANNEY, /VANTAGE, BERKS.

' i -  Rendell’s “ W ife ’s Friend f)

> ,  k W

Sì

Mrs. Besant in Law o f §.
Handbook, p. 51. . free (reduction l 8anUUea\tregt> Olerksnwcll; 2s. per do* 'lP vclope.

' '■ Por particulars send stamped ^

;iVi I M P O R T A N T  C A U T  •'-' ’ p chemists,

'ntroduced to deceive the public- MARE
Bo° k  von AcTOGRArn BegistkreR T rad

w ^ No. 182,688.
?siaa. 5 o„ a
1{’‘I f!i 11 8 8 y r;n 'U O l> WITHOUT WHICH NONE ARE GENUINE.

V  Pafft’0'v,itb Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.,
‘ J, be, ^ Ulnii,e r>y s Powder, Is 2;!. Quinine Oomponnd, la 2d. 

. ' uwuers, 8s. per dot. A ll prices post free.
15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

302 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post free,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
[Second Series]

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God’s Day
Professor Stokes on Im

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S’w’elp me God 
Infidel Homes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
Pious Puerilities 
“  Thus Saith the Lord ” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

C o n t e n t s :—

Christianity <fc Slavery 
Christ Up to Date 
Secularism and Chris

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A  Lost Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

An Easter Egg for 
Christians

Down Among the Dead 
Men

Smirching a Hero 
Kit Marlowe and Jesus 

Christ
Jehovah the Ripper 
The Parson’s Living 

Wage
Did Bradlaugh Back

slide ?
Frederic Harrison on 

Atheism 
Save the Bible 1 
Forgive and Forget 
The Star of Bethlehem 
The Great Ghost 
Atheism and the French 

Revolution 
Pigotti3m 
Jesus at the Derby 
Atheist Murderers 
A Religion for Eunuchs 
Rose-Water Religion

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Handsomely bound in cloth, post free 7s. 6d.,

B I O G R A P H I C A L  D I C T I O N A R Y
OF

FREETHINKERS OF ALL AGJ ANO NATIONS.
BY

J. M. WHEELER.
“ The Dictionary has involved enormous labor, and the compiler 

deserves the thanks of the Freethought party.”—National Reformer.
“  The work will be of the greatest value.”—Freethought.
“ At last we have the long-wanted means of silencing those Christians 

who are continually inquiring for our great men, asserting that all great 
men have been on the side of Christianity.”— Truthseeker (New York).

“  The most important Freethought work published this year.”—De 
Dageraad (’Amsterdam).

“ A good and useful work that was much needed.” ;—Commonweal. 
London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.
Some Mistakes of Moses.

The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d.

Defence of Freethougiit. 
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

The G ods. 6d.
Reply to Gladstone. With

a Biography by J. M. Wheelei. 
4d.

Rome or Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d. 
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. 
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s Debt to Thomas 

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus 

Christ. 2d.
True Religion. 2d.
The Three Philanthropists.

2d.
Love the R edeemer. 2d.
Is Suicide a Sin ? 2d.
Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

God and the State. 2d. 
Why am I  an Agnostic 

Part I. 2d.
Why am I  a n  Agnostic ? 

Part II. 2d.
Faith and Fact. Reply to 

Dr. Field. 2d
God and Man. Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Dying Creed. 2d.
The Limits of Toleration. 

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodf ord. 
2d.

The Household of Faith.
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme? 2d.
The Clergy and Common

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d. 
Marriage and D ivorce. An

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake. Id. 
L ive Topics. Id.
Myth and Miracle. Id. 
Real Blasphemy. Id. 
Repairing the Idols. Id. 
Christ and Miracles. Id. 
Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Colonel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture,
ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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READ WHAT THEY SAY OF US!
“ THE TWO WORLDS,” July 19, 1895, says : “ Read Mr. 

Gott’s adverts, on the cover. He makes you very liberal 
offers, and judging from our experience, and the testimony 
of friends, he is a man of his -word.”

“ THE LYCEUM BANNER,” for July, says : “ If it is not 
too hot to think about clothing, just read Mr. Gott’s 
advertisement on the back page of the cover this month. 
What Mr. Gott has not got in the way of suitings, dress 
goods and such like, is difficult to say, so large and various 
is his stock. Try him. The Banner man has, and he 
advises you to do so as well. Among Mr. Gott’s stock-in- 
trade is business honesty. It’s a good article, but somewhat 
scarce at times, in some cases.”

J. DYER (Guildford)—“ The Trousers safely to hand j 
yesterday. They are a good fit. I am more than satisfied 
with them. They are really extraordinarily good value.”

W. OLIVER (London)—“ Thanks for patterns. I s, s 
take them to the shop and see if I can get you some ora 
I think they are nice and good in value.”

H. REX (Abertillery)—“ I will give you an order j0°® 
My son used to travel with such goods, and he consi 
yours splendid quality at the price.”

J. G. BROWN (Aldwinckle)—“ Goods received. ^ '1() 
every satisfaction. I will show them to my friends, 
must thank you for attending to all my instructions.

J. UMPLEBY (Blackburn)—“ The Trousers answer weF

J OHN J ONES (Coventry)—“ Trousers arrived. ®0?<|vfth 
Nicely made. I am satisfied and very much pleased 
them.”

A N N U A L  

S U M M E R  S AL E
We have a large quantity of odd Suit Lengths, in Black an 
Indigo Serges, Grey, Brown, and Fawn Mixtures and Check* 
These are worth from 45s. to 55s. Suits made to Measure‘

During Sale our price will be

FULL SUII TO MEASURE, 35/- TROUSERS, 9l'
These are marvellous value, and if you buy to stock 

it will pay you well in the end.

S E L F  - M E A S U R E M E N T  F O R M .

LOUNGE COAT.
Inches

Length of Waist ..................
Full Length of Coat ..............
Half Width of Back ..............
Centre of Back to Elbow ......
Centre of Back to Full

Length of Sleeve ..............
Round Chest, close to 

armpits, over vest, n o t

Co a t ....................................
Round Waist, over Vest ......

TROUSERS.
Inches

Round Waist over
Trousers.............................

Round Seat .........................
Inside Leg Seam .................
Full Length of Trousers......
Round Thigh .....................
Round Knee .........................
Round Bottom .....................
Please say Lined or

Unlined .............................
Side or Cross Pockets..........
Fly or Full Fall.....................

VEST.
Inches

Centre of Back to 
Opening.............................

Centre of Back to 
Full Length .....................

Round Chest over Vest ......

Round Waist over Vest ......

Please say if Vest is to 
have Collar, or not ..........

arks on Fig'ure

...........................

' v S gs f < ^^ r V e r y S < e.
^ istornot.;;;

$ or "Neck •••■Long pt.ggt •¡irrowCim.....

occupation;;;*»'^
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