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THE BIBLE AND LOCAL VETO.

t0 t, lr recent article on “  Harcourt’s Tumble ” we adverted 
6 Wretched hypocrisy of men who were not teetotalers 

• eives trying to force other people to be teetotalers, andof l J  \J\J I V y l v v  wv/OOl p 'C pjV u  \J\J U O O  U U i . v i v l  k jj ( v i i v i

it jq.. racn with well-stocked wine-cellars trying to make 
of 0 lcuE t°r a poor man to obtain a glass of beer. One 
tyag Raders questioned whether Sir William Harcourt 
IVe r V.Tinker (not a drunkard),” as we stated him to be. 
fat r-P.le(' that we had no personal acquaintance with the 
S(%c mght of Malwood, and therefore relied on public 
e0rrof  °t information. Since then we have seen a strong 

< 1  our statement. In the London Star for 
tletnrJ1̂ ’ 29, there appeared an article on “  Beer and
^inbCrdT ’” ky Mr. R. Wallace, the witty M.P. for 
liear(| • i’S'1, containing the following passage: “  I once 
Hot co Stated tbe bate Ministry in their hearing, and 
them , ,ulicted, that there W!is only one teototalor among 
^ttleVth Was not William Harcourt.” Now that 
direct . (luestion, as far as we are concerned; unless a 
Ho, nf)t jaia* is forthcoming from the member for Derby— 

It js erby ; it’s somewhere else now— himself.
'sin an? 0t 0Ur intention, in this article, to discuss teetotal- 
both J) ®t>derate drinking. We have good friends on 
< e r t  S; ,But we detest the teetotaler who wants to 
Way 0f Pe°ple to his way of thinking, or at least to his 
de8pi by the strong arm of the law; just as we
* teetnf. i Tn0(ierato drinker who lets himself be taken for 
Mdic ' wben the “ great drink question ” arises in 
b asham ] man ou8bt to do, and do habitually, what he 
°r even 6? .0  ̂’ and no man ought to make his own tastes, 
teigbijQj, 11S 0Wn principles, a yoke for the necks of his 
cheinist s' ^  e are not concerned, at present, with the 
^oukl °r Physiology of stimulants; if we were, we 
are tnerejVo a good deal to say about tea and coffee. We 
\r ̂ °iHe n ^ ^ i n g  up lor honesty and liberty, 
t 0 liiU ° Pip asb wbat this has to do with the Local 
WF1C d0e’ hey will innocently inquire if the liquor

Vos. a ' . not need some sort of regulation. Certainly it 
'r Will; oes driving a vehicle through the 

\  fnairi Harcourt’s Bill contair 
.e,  ̂ n°  vehicles at a ll ; that is 

Jcoplc ~ich two thousand out of three thousand

public streets, 
revision, so to 

, it had a prohibition
SPeak f,'aru Harcourt’s Bill contained a provision, so to 
clau$e’ °r n"  ___1 ”  i__5 . .....

|Vhil(. uotp!^ banish drink altogether from thoir district, 
ever ês? tban two thousand out of three thousand 

?Çre c0t... bring it back again. In other words— to put it 
(.rir>k becrr?,te!y— ten people could say to four “ You sha’n’t 
; could’ and Chen if nine wanted to drink it the other 

(peent StoP them from doing so until the day of
C "Uch

•UppS8®“ 80 'S to°  absnr(l for confutation. Yet it had
ti*. 1  “  O f  b n n  ____ £ ______7 ~ 4- G n u f i / n n n n o  u r l i i e n  n o  a

To' hfatir,rU1t’0aHer all, to be
a .V  fact ,nM Steeplechase.
the hands f ’ tao ,mcn of God spoil everything they put 
a,Jl they ° ‘ They are taught fictions and not facts, 
Is •. Cheir vV>U,nt pulpits and preach ridiculous doctrines, 
tue any ” ole mode of life is a nurso of fantasticality. 
oJj8. Hen'pMer, therefore, that they make an infernal 
hû ° eVervfn- y  meddle with practical affairs 1 They 
K y  »nti Un̂ ’ because they don’t understand "»turn nr 
the,, g anirll6,' ,Instead of recognising man £

°f the Nonconformist Conscience— which has 
the winning horse in the

nature or 
as an imhev ‘g anin,,' lnstead

V alw*1 ’ th°y lo°h upon him as a fallen angel, and
V  ays trying to whip him back into paradise.

Look at the policy of the Christian Church in regard to 
illicit intercourse between the sexes. Ever since the days 
of Constantine it has been trying to suppress fornication 
by penalties, which were once of the severest description. 
And what has been the result 1 Not a diminution, but an 
aggravation of the evil. Wherever the clergy were most 
active the evil became most pronounced. This is why 
Scotland shows the largest percentage of illegitimate 
children.

Now let us turn to Temperance. At the beginning of 
the Temperance movement its bitterest opponents were the 
ministers of religion. They denounced teetotalers as 
fanatics who were wise above what was written. But 
when the movement became strong in spite of them, they 
began to patronise it, and now they are its “ only true 
friends.” Teetotalism, in fact, is almost an article of the 
Nonconformist creed; and it is to be forced, if possible, 
upon “  the world,” in spite of “  the flesh and the devil.”

The Christian Church is like a rusty old weather­
cock. It resists the wind till people laugh at it, and at 
last it lurches right round, when it is still more ridiculous.

Could anything be more ridiculous than an attempt by 
Christian ministers to make moderate drinking a crime. 
They preach from the B ible; they say it is the word of 
G od ; they maintain a law which renders criticism of it an 
offence punishable with imprisonment. Yet this very 
book abounds with passages in praise of drinking; indeed, 
in a certain sense, it might be called the drunkard’s text­
book.

There aro, wo believe, only two “  prohibition ” passages 
in the Bible, and they are not of general application. The 
first occurs in Leviticus x. 8, 9 :—

“  And the Lord spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not 
drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with 
thee, when ye go into tne tabernacle of the congregation, 
lest ye die : it shall be a statute for ever through your 
generations.”

This merely means that the priests were to be perfectly 
sober, beyond all shadow of doubt, when officiating at 
divine service ; and the very fact that they were forbidden 
to drink on this occasion proves that they were free to drink 
on other occasions.

The next passage occurs in Numbers vi. 2-4. It simply 
relates to those who took vows as Nazarites, and who were 
forbidden, but only during the period of their separation— 
that is, while their vows were operative— to drink wine or 
strong drink. They were even forbidden to drink vinegar 
made of wine, or of any alcoholic liquor, nor were they to 
eat grapes, whether moist or dried.

Nothing of a general character can be deduced from such 
special instances. On the other hand, it is perfectly clear 
that the main body of the Jews were allowed to indulge in 
stimulating beverages. Take this passage from Deutero­
nomy xiv. 2G :—

“ And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever 
thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for 
wine, or for strong drink."

Christian teetotalers aro fond of citing this text from 
Frovcrbs (xx. 1 ):—

“ Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging : and who­
soever is deceived thereby is not wise.”

But at the utmost this can only be regarded as a warning 
against immoderate drinking. The Very same book of 
Provorbs (xxxi. G, 7) positively recommends boozing to a
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certain class of persons, who must have been pretty 
numerous then, as they have been ever since.

“ Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, 
and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him 
drink and forget his poverty, and remember his misery 
no more."

Such a text shows tho silliness—if not the hypocrisy— of 
the contention that Bible wines were non-intoxicating. 
Strong drink means intoxicating drink. And how much 
pure, unfermented juice of the grape would a man have to 
drink before he forgot his poverty or ceased to remember 
his misery ? Would he not get the diarrhoea before he 
obtained any mental relief ?

The book of Proverbs, according to the orthodox theory, 
was -written by Solomon, the wisest man that ever lived. 
The same authorship is assigned to Ecclesiastes, in which 
(ix. 7) we read:—

“ Go thy way, eat they bread with joy, and drink thy 
wine with a merry heart.”

Surely the wine referred to in this passage was a stimulant, 
and not a mere allayer of thirst.

The “  wise king is also said (wrongly enough) to have 
written the Song of Solomon, which is really an amatory 
poem, without the slightest theological allusion, except in 
the heads of pedantic divines, who “  soil with inky fingers 
the hem of the garment of love." And in the Canticles 
(iv. 10) we read :—

“  How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse ! how 
much better is thy love than wine !”

The “ sacred” poet, in a vein of passionate hyperbolism, 
resorts to the most splendid comparison, and the utmost 
stretch of his fancy reaches to wine, which is still less 
sweet than the love of his imaginary heroine. Here again 
the wine must have been something more generous than a 
cupful of crude grape-juice. It must have been something 
commensurate with tho flush of amorous emotion.

G. W. FOOTE.
( To be concluded.)

IS CHRISTIANITY USEFUL?

The publican cannot bo expected to liko the teetotaler, nor 
the butcher the vegetarian. Yet they do not usually vilify 
the characters of thoso who refuse to partako of their wares. 
But with the professional sky-pilots unbelievers are always 
a bad lot, wicked-hearted as well as wrong-headed. Some­
times it is our vile principles which occasion our wicked 
lives, and sometimes it is our sinful lives which lead to our 
bad principles. The priests claim a moral monopoly, and 
assert that, without them and their religion, the world 
would go to the bad. We do not believe it. Kindness, 
long-suffering, forgiveness, self-sacrifice, and all other 
virtues claimed as pre-eminently Christian, existed long 
before Christ, and would continue to exist though the 
belief in Christ were as extinct as the belief in Osiris. 
They have nothing to do with belief in the Trinity, 
Incarnation, or the Atonement. These virtues neither 
came in with Christianity, nor will they go out with it.

To us it is amusing to hear “ solemnly-constituted 
impostors,” who are sworn to defend dogmas they do not 
dare to preach, and who certainly contribute their quota to 
the criminal population, dilating upon tho pernicious 
consequences of tho views of such men as Helvetius, 
Bentham, Shelley, Clifford, Darwin, and Huxley. But 
there are numbers who, seeing that religion now identifies 
itself with morality, fear that tho decay of tho one must be 
accompanied by the dissolution of tho other, and who 
accordingly maintain Christianity, not because they know 
it to bo true, but because they fancy it is useful. To such 
it is necessary to make clear that, in opposing what we 
believe to bo the errors of tho Christian religion, wo stand 
for intellectual truth and honesty, and in no way under­
mine the morality that is of real worth to society, and 
which is no less valuable becauso wo esteem it to be a 
growth of earth, and not a gift of heaven; founded on the 
secure foundation of human needs, and not on the quick­
sand of the arbitrary will of an irresponsible personal God.

It is the fear of trusting natural morality which does 
mischief. Men palter with truth, and pretend to believe
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that they believe because they fancy danger lies in facin.o 
the facts; whereas it lies in shirking them. It is 
dread of imaginary issues which keeps the old imposts 
in their places ; and the hypocrites and time-servers, . 
fancy they must conform to the prejudices, absurdities,an̂  
even falsehoods and dishonesties around them, he'P 1 
obscure the natural foundations of morality.

It is the palterers with conviction— the dishonest Pr 
tenders to piety— who put forward such a paltry a  ̂
contemptible estimate of human nature as that it wo" 
sink to every kind of baseness without their pree, ' 
“ Virtue,” said Rama, the hero of the Hindu epic, j  
Ramayana, “ is a service which man owes to himself, aan
though there were no heaven, nor any God to rule theo # —  — ■ —j — — t/ - - Tbs
world, it were not less the binding law of life. . 
simple truth is, that all that is of worth in the old rel'S1® 
may be, and is, retained by Secularists. It is goodn 
which ennobles life, and goodness has no necossary c 
nection with godliness whatever. . n

W e do not antagonise aught that is good in religj 
We rejoice to see that the Churches are being compel*0' . 
subordinate their creeds to conduct, and the vain w0,rs ,r 
of God to the much-needed service of man. What 
piece of work is done for the betterment of humanity, 
it by Turk, Jew, Sandemanian, or Salvationist, has . 
hearty applause, and even when we do not approve ot 
methods wo can give religionists credit for good inten 1
From their essential methods we utterly dissent.
with Jesus that no man can serve two masters, and u3 
whatever is given to God is taken from the world. 
Christianity, with its doctrine of reliance upon c’j0us 
belief in devils, its miracles, its absurd heaven and atr°^ 0f
hell, is a belief unsuited to a scientific age and unwor }.^ 
a cultured people. In our view it is Christianity w 
stands in the way of manly life. It teaches other-w° 
ness. Jesus said : “  Every one that hath forsaken bj) g( 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or V1 ’ 
children, or lands, for my game's sake, shall,,rece1 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting lifo ” (Ma 0f 
xix. 29). It teaches intolerance and the dam natio^j 
unbelievers. Its doctrine of atonement through the 
of an innocent person attracts the idle, ignorant, and s ^ 
and its teaching of salvation by death-bed repentance P j  t0 
a premium on crime. It offers a short and easy mo 
escape, not sin, but its supposed consequences.

But Christianity to-day is much mitigated, and, 
little better than a hypocritical pretence. No one 
of regulating his overy-day life and business , r̂jst. 
Society, while nominally Christian, is practically ¿pio»5» 
Trust in God gives place to attention to material c o n 'iQgy. 
work is superseding prayer, science displacing t . g(j. 
W e ask that the facts shall be frankly acknow of 
There is, in our experience, no salvation in PVn0t t0 
reliance on supernatural aid. It is to science, an  ̂the 
Christianity, that we must look for aid to grapple ^  a 
difficulties which beset us, and which are lost sign1, 
rain attempt to discover the secrets of the here»1

THE DECLINE OF PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN1* '

It has been frequently remarked that superstR^^ ,ire 
hard, and that somo persons never know when the 
defeated. This is evidently true in connection jortunat(3 
orthodox superstition, and thoso who aro its ul*very 
victims. Despite tho fact that, except in a 0pta',lS’ 
isolated instances, practical Christianity no long0 tb° 
many of its professors still cling to tho delusion a 
“  spirit of Christ ” is an active factor in modern ^ ¡n g 9 ?a 
matter of fact, in no section of socioty are tho ® ¡,i1
Christ found to be in active operation. Wilbei jj6s

“ The title of Christian imp ,ri
more than a sort of formal general assent to Cnr little, 
the gross, and a degree of morality in practice j  pel3 ’ 
all, superior to that for which wo look in a o 0  a “
- -  ' -  - -  The Christian C o m m o n ^Mussulman, or Hindu.”ixillviu<
t d k r Z ' '  Z S *  Christianity has'^tTuIed tho

Win £'tr< e< ln the relations of lifo.” .¡nipv
• hen we «Peak of Christianity wo do not refer- - u,„cfl arc ig'CpJ

#p'5

to its ethical features, although most of these ■ ^  
in tho Christian community, but wo include J <q;stinctl 
teachings. It is these which constitute the



August 4, .1895. THE FREETHINKER. 483

m aracter of the orthodox faith. The morality of the New 
estament, whether it be valuable or otherwise, does not 

j.on g  exclusively to Christianity. It existed before the 
uio when Christ is supposed to have lived, and the better 

e 'n / °-̂  ^  are now Poetised by thoso who have no faith, 
her in him or his system. It is certain doctrines that 

i j Ve Been associated with his name (such as the Fall of 
t>an’/Original Sin, the Atonement, and the emulation of 
oth C larac*'er °t Jesus) that differentiate Christianity from 
fo (°r systems. And it is in reference to these very 
Th U[eS .t ^ t  wo recognise the decline of Christianity. 

6 leading intellects of the present timo do not regard
of p? doctrines in the same light as those earlior professors 
Ch hl?stianity did, who composed the Prayer Book of the 
Faith”  England and the Westminster “  Confession of

fo ®0me defenders of Christianity attach great importance 
But at ^ ey tcrm “  the continuity of the Christian faith.” 

we UtwI - 0 proof 0f such continuity in the records of 
history. From these sources we learn that 
has at different times appeared in various

eccl no Pro°f such continuity in the records of
n. CSlastical histr»TMr Prnm ttiece onni'eea wrn 1 n'1 i'll ttof

anity 
accord 

perio 
we ar

Bv an f^ 'date Christ, irrespective of creeds and

p ‘uauiuai
t aristianity 
lorms, 

the
*ng to* We are meant worshipping God and endeavor-

0f .,s’ according to the education and the general conditions 
. . .  e period. First there was “  primitive Christianity,”

dogmas.
of „Un< V e  this form of Christianity gave way to the age 
(Ju ,.reaiouies, the worshipping of images, and the intro- 
PUrit°n t°i. f°rmularies which supplanted the primitive°f formularies which supplanted the 
\vere F °f the new faith. In course of time the ceremonies 
tufj ouanged, and the formularies altered to suit the 
Pfoug5 p0Us Peia0(f and the doctrine of implicit belief. The 
p. 37, ; ; reg°ry, in his History of the Christian Church (vol. i., 
(in ’f Sa? S: “ Let it be remembered that Christianity 
assum" 1 no lonSer retained the same form it had 
lost itlC* 111 d ‘o primitive Church ; the substance had been

racufn q »***»*«"• J-*1 vuuv uuu
tor i n°t 'ons had to give way to the belief in what 
CtriIn<ii “  spirit of Christ,” and to tho roception of 
etgj1?3 modified by the “ higher criticism,” and inter- 

hiuete«ntv enBghtened thought of the latter part of the

is
do,
PrewiT mourned by the
S i S i P 1“ “ Kg*¿)Ur?nth century, 
been t l w / ^ 3 .vari0ty of changes, diversified, indeed, have 
Vir iu 10 doctrines professed— such as tho divinity of the 
of jjj lary, purgatory, infant damnation, the personality 
Verha| • existence of hell and its material fire,
iJrovi(l(!nSB’mti°n °f the Bible, predestination, and special 
their CUC0'. ,'f'hese doctrines are now mostly given up, or 
leadergXB,osftion considerably changed, by the principal 
if°m ». 0 Christianity. The general lines of departure
°rUiati existing forms are associated with tho rise and P».. Ul°n of the T * i - .  n __ i. ..„n _rr°testa V " e tno Batin, the Greek, and the Reformed or 
°̂Uconf . urches, followed by tho establishment of 

Posefi , , 01,mity and Unitarianism. Even the views sup-. - « u  t r \  K  J  i i L u a i i c t u i a i i i .  j a î v u i i  u u u  v i o w o  o u p -

^od^o- have been held of the nature and attributes of 
escaped ii, Birth, mission, and death of Christ— have not 
aWays he law of change and modification which has 
Jeen fjheverned the Church. Tho only “  continuity ” has 

retention of the name of Christian, and theW , “ * the *steuCe 0t
. ed forw. » a ,n,umber of conflicting Churches based upon

A simj|rmi3 °f belief in Christ.
r,c ,lt' change has taken place in modern days in tho
01 advnoQfl.____ J j . i .F j -  _

the very

once prevalent as to images, saints, tho 
CfPiratio, irinity. prayer, miracles, prophecy, and verbal 
; eptefi i 1 aJQ seldom heard of now. The line of defence 
s How t aley, Watson, Wardlaw, Butler, and Pearson 
; M esi h e e d e d  by a mode of advocacy 
a ' ch Wem u 9 lat adopted in former tii ”
()6 A:ew rr ae ^ ' n the early ages as to 
Wakers ( restament are now practically endorsea only oy 
J  then/0 j ravians, and tho “ Peculiar People,” and even 
to c°m 'UF.Papally. But tho mombors of these sects 
Ti^^tcnt futlVelA so few that they cannot bo said to 
ilef^at timll° m°dern Christian Church. Where, at the 
t etl(l in t.e’, ?au clergymen or ministers be found who will 
0 f-'bris/;.'1 debate such questions as the character of

tho teachings of

%
^ t e » ristia
« ( UCQ
«Hb!!1., and

nn Deity, as given "in tho Old Testament, tho 
j  the Devil, the Trinity, tho infallibility of the 

sheets"" the doctrino of endless torments? These 
Bb •m diSc, C ach ed  upon from the pulpit, but they are 
anjlStian p S-S?d uP°n the platform. Even tho so-called 
tint b°aste(iV • enco Society in London, with all its wealth 

^  1 1 mfluenco, refuses to put forward a repre- 
0 defend Christianity in public controversy.

Why is this 1 One would suppose, if the Christian faith 
were built upon a rock, that no amount of criticism could 
prevail against it. If Christian advocates really thought 
their religion invulnerable, why should they hesitate to 
submit it to hostile criticism ?

The fact is, the old mode of expounding the claims of 
Christianity, and of defending its positions, has proved 
inadequate to meet the reasoning requirements of the 
present time. The rapid progress of general education 
and scientific knowledge has compelled Christian exponents 
to abandon their former strongholds, and to seek safer 
shelter than their divine pretensions afforded them. Free- 
thought has proved a more trustworthy monitor than 
theological beliefs. In this age of reason and fearless 
inquiry, instead of boldly making an effort to defend “  the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints,” its expounders 
ignore many of its once-cherished features, while the small 
portion of the original article which they still profess belief 
in is retained by explaining away its true meaning, or by 
pruning it down to suit modern exigencies.

It must not be supposed that we consider that Chris­
tianity is destitute of all truth. In our opinion, no system 
emanating from man is entirely erroneous. Truth, however, 
is peculiar to no one faith ; but, unfortunately, when it is 
allied with theology it is always accompanied by that which 
is erroneous. W e desire to apply the eclectic principle to 
Christianity, in the same manner as it is applied to other 
religions. By so doing, the good and useful that it contains 
will be separated from the bad and the useless ; the noble 
will be retained for the service of man, while the ignoble 
will be discarded as being detrimental to his welfare. 
The present age is pre-eminently Secularistic, and orthodoxy 
cannot withstand its intellectual force. Other systems 
have had to be extirpated by the sword, or have been 
proscribed by the State ; but Christian orthodoxy is 
declining from its own inherent weakness—its inability to 
withstand the test of modern thought. Of course, it is not 
here meant that the whole of Christianity will disappear. 
It will be its errors, its creeds, and its dogmas that will 
fade before man’s cultivated intellect; but its truths, like 
all verities, will remain and become allied with systems 
more practicable, and with principles more in accordance 
with the requirements of an advanced civilisation.

Charles W atts.

GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE.

Satan is probably the most calumniated person in the 
world. Everybody puts his own misdoings on that 
universal scapegoat, and then drives him into the 
wilderness. We wonder that, since Nero, Henry VIII., 
and Judas Iscariot have been whitewashed, no generous 
person has come forward to the rescue of Old Nick. 
The Devil’s advocate would have a very good case. 
Milton, when he set out to assert eternal Providence 
and justify the ways of God to man, was nevertheless 
forced to justify tho ways of Satan, who is the real 
hero of Paradise Lost, and in his high-minded rebelliousness 
represents some of the grand spirit of the English 
Republican, John Milton himself, who may bo suspected 
of thus covertly protesting against divine despotism, as he 
openly did against human tyranny.

All the worst things said against the Devil by the 
religious really redound to his credit. He is said to have 
tempted Eve to eat of tho forbidden fruit. But, had she 
not done so, a pair of ignorant fools would have remained 
in Paradise, and we should never have been born. W e are 
told that ho is tho author of pleasure. He invented all 
kinds of dances, and laid the corner-stone of all the theatres 
and music-halls. It is he who gives us Sunday excursions 
and all kinds of freedom. Satan is the liberator and the 
emancipator, and to his enterprise and spirit we owe such 
freedom and pleasure as we enjoy. In representing the 
principles of doubt, individuality, criticism, and the breaking 
of conventional chains, Satan has been the great public 
benefactor.

Satan has been most vilely abused, and without cause. 
Ho is called in the New Testament “  the father of lies,” 
and “  a liar from the beginning ” ; but honesty must return 
the verdict of “  Not proven.” If he was, as the author of 
Revelation makes out, identical with the serpent of Eden,
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it appears from the story that he told our first parents the 
simple truth. They did not die when they ate the fruit, 
but lived to a ripe old age. It was the other fellow who 
was a liar from the beginning. As but for Eve’s trans­
gression there would have been no culture or civilisation, 
the Devil is entitled to our gratitude for bringing it about. 
He was the first advocate of woman’s rights, and intro­
duced the sex to the means of education.

Then Satan is said to have made poor old Job boil over, 
but he did no more than the Lord permitted him to do—  
indeed, put poor old Job into his hands to d o ; and the 
story shows that Satan had sized up Job quite correctly, 
and the Lord made a mistake when he backed his con­
stancy against the adversary.

Then Satan is represented as tempting Jesus Christ. 
But he did not tempt him to turn water into wine for 
drunken folks, or to curse inoffensive fig-trees, or destroy 
other people’s pigs. Jesus had been anticipating Tanner 
and Succi by fasting, and the Devil made the sensible 
suggestion that he should display his divinity by turning 
stones into bread. To show his divinity was the very 
occasion of his coming to earth, and Satan deserves thanks 
for his assistance. Jesus at this time lost a magnificent 
opportunity of converting the Devil.

The defence of Old Nick might bo elaborated into a 
volume. Nearly all the accusations against him stultify 
themselves. They say “ lazy as the Devil,” and at the 
same time admit his wondrous activity. What the enemies 
of Satan have denounced him for is really his glory. They 
have, as has been pointed out, unwittingly carved him out a 
great reputation as the champion of personal liberty and 
the purveyor of manifold terrestrial delights.

Uncle Benjamin.

ANGLO-ISRAEL.

“  Was not Israel a dorision unto thoe ? Was he found among 
thioves ? ”—Jeremiah xlviii. 27.
This is another phase of religious madness— the outcome 
of Bible reading. A  Mr. Edward Iline has conceived the 
brilliant idea that the lost ten tribes of Israel, spoken of in 
the Bible as spiritually lost, are to be found somewhere;  and 
the result is a crazy pamphlet, in which E. Hine states that 
the English are the lost tribes. He twists the most absurd 
Biblical quotations, gathered pell mell, to his own conceit, 
and defies contradiction. The crass ignorance of the man 
becomes patent to everyone who knows that ethnology and 
philology alone can decide the question which E. Hine 
wisely leaves out as stultifying his so-called proofs, of 
which he adduces forty-seven. Un embarras de richesses. 
Max O’Rell has found another irrefutable proof*:—

No. 48.—“ Behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall 
be thirsty ’’ (Isaiah lxv. 13).

I continue:—

No. 49.—“ And I will tread down the people in mine anger, 
and make them drunk in my fury ” (Isaiah lxiii. C).

No. 50.—“ Drink ye; and be drunken, and spue and fall, 
and rise no more” (Jeremiah xxv. 27).

No. 51.—Noah set the example of drunkenness (Genesis 
ix. 20-31). The English are the drunken nation par 
excellence.t

No. 52.—“ Let him drink and forget his poverty, and 
remember his misery no more” (Proverbs xxxi. 7).

No. 53.—The children of Israel despoiled the Egyptians 
and other nations. We despoil Indians, Africans, and 
Maories ; ergo, we must be Israel (Exodus xi. 2, xii. 35, 36 ; 
Numbers xxvi. 52-56, xxxi. 7-19 ; Deuteronomy and else­
where).

No. 54.—The children of Israel worshipped the golden 
calf so do we to a man ; ergo, we must be Israel (Exodus 
xxxii. 8).

No. 55.—“ I will no more have mercy upon the house of 
Israel, but I will utterly take them away. But I will have 
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the 
Lord their God” (Hosea i. 6,7). The Jews rank highest 
as regards morality, the English lowest—vide criminal 
statistics ; ergo, we must bo Israel.

No. 56.—-The children of Israel committed adultery with 
the daughters of Moab, etc. (Numbers xxv. 1, etc.) ; we 
commit adultery with the daughters of all nations—besides 
our,own; ergo, we must be Israel.

* John Bull and JHs Island. 
t Zechariah ix. 15 ; Lamentations iv. 21.

I trust Mr. E. Hine and his followers will duly appreĉ j  
these well-merited compliments, drawn from the sa „ 
volume. “ The words of the Lord aro pure "'°ri 
(Proverbs xxx. 5 ; Psalm xii. 6). So are mine.

Charles Kroll LapoRt '

August

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from his Letters to the New York “ Truthseekf1 
(June 39).

At last in Scotland, wonderful Scotland ! the land of 1)0® 
and romance, where religion and whisky flow in .c .jrBy 
quantities; where orthodoxy displays its most K ? ¡nJ, 
forms, and genius pours forth its sweetest gifts to m»n . tj,e 
My first point is Glasgow, and this city in itself is one o  ̂
greatest productions of modern times. The modern spî  
lere displayed in superb achievement. In 1700 „!SqoO 
was scarcely more than a village: now it has over /■ ’^ e 
population, and is growing rapidly. It began gyp- 
tobacco and the sugar trade, thence branched into . 
building and manufactures, and has become the secon< g 
in the British empire, although it still finds a s the 
competitor in Liverpool. What has contributed most 
extraordinary growth of Glasgow is the river Clyd®- ee;ng 
is perhaps the most remarkable river in the world, s 
that man himself has scooped it out and give(1, , one 
majestical flow. Where once was a tiny stream th» a 
could cross over afoot on a summer’s day, n W  8"£ rrest 
deep course, twenty-four feet deep, upon which the J o j. 
ships of the world can float. No wonder the Glasgom-^g 
proud of his river. It beats creation. An American, ^  
on a time,” travelling along its tide and admiring J“  ‘ an; 
scenery, remarked that it wasn’t much of a river atm . # 
that there were far bigger ones in America. (1q0(1, 
answered the Glasgonian, “ who made your rivers I .. ble 
I suppose,” said the other. “ Well,” said the jnd°® , ¡t 
Scotsman, “ God didn’t make this river. We m.^ all 
ourselves, and you can’t show a river like this ¡ts 
America.” This is true. The river Clyde is uniq»Ljth *[' 
pride and glory. God had nothing at all to do ^  j;cks, 
While he was “ resting” man was putting in his he he 1-t 
and creating a mighty and beautiful stream. An ,̂0l> 
to keep at. it ; hundreds of barges and men any*' aDd 
daily fighting the sea, keeping the depths cie jaCe. 
preserving the banks. Every stone is kept in 1 ) 1
There is one thing, however, about the river Clyt*1We chi' 
can’t recommend. It smells awful. The sewage or flared 
pours into it, and it is dirty and black, as »  * ffot1 
through Hades itself. Of course, there is no ®sC ,{isinfect 
this at present, but efforts are being made to nej  a? 
the stream, and make it as clean and non-p<:rr 0ble^ 
it is useful. As a matter of fact, however, the y .tgelf, 
is a very difficult one, for the city must disgo fi )Iiads 
and there is no other receptacle. But they "  rjfy i& 
the river will certainly some time know how to j  ceSs. 
Clnnim» t-Lnir /-IAn̂ I fwiof in H-nr] tLnr>n afP hones ot ?u . met

_ her
at the station lay Mr. Gilmour, Mr. Forrester, ‘'T “ urtlN’ 
Liberal friends of Glasgow. The day following, rabl® 
is a wonderful day, full of resplendent and mc gg0tlaJi® 
views from beginning to end. No wonder tha gB(j3 J» 
bourgeons into poetry and romance when nature ‘ uicl»»cl: 
such scenes of grandeur and loveliness. Under tn bo^go'' 
of Mr. Gilmour and Mr. Black, I journey fJ °® e of %  
to Inverary. Mr. Black is a descendant ot c0untrh 
Highland clans, and knows all about this legend» ¡iy
He has lived in it and is impregnated with it as ' 
luminous history, and he could tell us many »  ‘ 
swept along. .............................. the

I leave Glasgow at 7.20 in the morning in. a»“
ord of the Isles.” On either side the vast city U f  he» 

pours its smoke, and the tramp of industry is tiea tiie loftJIJUUIO X uo O iiiunw « i«uv» who l i n i n g  v i. ------- ^ I/IX'S
broad fields open on the view, and far. » 'vilJ. thoUS»?)r 
mountains. We see the building of great ships- A j , ere ‘ g 
hammers ring forth upon the air. Ships are nu goBJe » ̂  
all parts of tne world, of every fashion and size‘ rUiser Il0jt 
of enormous bulk. We pass the greatest war woS. 
on the waters, “ The Terrible,” of about 15>°“ alo»f> ,Lp 
looks like a leviathan, indeed, as it stretches ^  
wharf, massive like a mountain, yet able to sal 
like a bird. . IlemvLe

We glide slowly along at first, by Govan, V1' ,j10 ? cly.e 
one of the oldest burghs in Scotland, from whic iJ^Upl 
of Wales takes the title of Baron of Renfrew-L ijftCe vGj-e, 
House, at one time the abode of WilH»m ' jj. IDj], 
Dunglass, the termination of the old Roman HeDry j0,i. 
also, is the obelisk erected to the memory m _ navi 
who was the first to apply steam power to wat »» st
I must confess that I always thought that I » 1. ,erica ^ 5  
of the world, but it seems that)he was not. £  , ste!l,gj3- 
yield the palm to Scotland.1 .Bell launched, jp 
“  Comet,” three horse-power, on the Ciy
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N o r t o n  Castle now comes in view, a height of three 
'»clred feet above the water—a picturesque and historic 

aft!» *s sa*̂  that the Devil flung this mighty precipice 
f 7  Patrick when he set sail tor Ireland. There is a 
a_ .on it at present, and a few pieces of artillery and some 
sw 1C!lt weaPons, among them formerly the two-handed 
tlie ^ aiiace- After Dumbarton Castle we behold afar
"h °f Pen Lomond, and then Cardross Castle appears,
dJ ro King Robert Bruce spent a few happy and peaceful 
Grp ' Keeping on our course by Port Glasgow and 
an .eno°k, we arrive at Dunoon. This is one of the most 
of ,1<:rin 8ettlements in the kingdom, and there are evidences 
ruin f man encampment here. On Castle Hill are the 
vi<1 r 0 , n old castle. We here take the coachos for a trip 
and'T?°h Kck. We travel along the shores of Holy Locn 
g]e the banks of the river Echaig, into the steep-sided 
'non'1 /  • 'he Ben More range. Through the immense 
W l t m 1 s c e n e r y> unfolding miles away, we wind along to 
y,:~.1 Lck, a lovely sheet of water extending through the

P *1 TT . 1 1 1Here we take a boat and, 
.................................A

L ^ s q u e  hills for seven miles. .
‘tti a merry company, sweep over its sparkling length. -- 

w e company happen to be on board, and they sing while 
® 'Lsh onward amidst the enlivening prospects. We 

j a°h the head of the loch, where we again take coaches for 
riH 1 Kyne. From secluded scenes and rugged heights we 

among well-cultivated farms, where modern improve­
ments are seen. XT—  -------x------- x- - J 11f n° ie n t  “âs

Near this route can be traced the line of 
duns,” or forts, where it is told that the last stand

Fy,l(; 1 a,e against the tide of Roman conquest. At Loch
X?yac ”

we again go aboard the “ Lord of the Isles ” and 
The f G V  t'lverary, the ancient capital town of Argyllshire.

aste °? the Duke of Argyll is here, and there is only 
appea reet in the town. It has not a very flourishing
^jacWve0' The castle grounds, however, are very 

There are several objects of interest, among 
Park]8, CI0SS said to have been carried from Iona, the old 
v°ya * c1lurcIj °tc. From Inverary we make our return 
aH th (■ r  t)le Kyles of Bute. It is impossible to describe 
have fk . witness on this tour. The Highlands of Scotland 
of ly , lr °wn peculiar beauty. They are not like the hills 
S\vee • s- The hills of Wales are like vast billows, 
Scoy?111?  away in majestic altitude; while the hills of 
Psak 11 ̂  are Lke breakers, sharp, precipitous, separate, each 
a?ai I)resenting a different aspect in its varying outline 
?hann 1 . sky- The waters seem to flow in innumerable 
'a a ) S' They glitter in every direction ; now they flow 
aprea(]arro"[ channel, then broaden to a vast river; then 
of lai , 0uI like a lake or sea, surrounded by every variety 
cap fi, iCaI)e- The heights are mostly barren. Only sheep 
are eu 1<a anything to eat there. At their base, however, 
cleap ,8a\nt farms and farm-houses. Everything presents a 
fora nc* thrifty appearance. Wherever there is a chance 
soil glp en thing to grow, it grows. Little bits of cultivated 
taip| j a,u like jewels amidst the grey spaces. The moun- 
'luHo(1a7  a spick-and-span look, as if somebody swept and 
hop’' “hem every morning. There is no “ careless aesola- 
la, )itabi 0li t as in our own country. They have avar, very bareness. All these

scenes, 
to 

toil

•arym -  "«jk even _ |
7  tll”  chores have now become summer resorts. Villages 
I a.'igow fine hotels and residences. The people of 
i ca* ■
H .

CtJjpA Tj  U     ---O*  W ”■ » WiWJ. U  VliJ
1 he tie would stick to it all day long, rain or shine.
jictiia] ermen still remember him as a wonderful man, 
If0 \yai!'0nfh ready, with a voice like a lion, and an arm 

“tori. -7' With these hills and shining waters his 
All t i L . i  remain.
°Us;

catriT take their “  outing ” in these splendid -----
i' a glimpse of the loch where Bradlaugh used 

irn Wa * very fond of fishing. It was a relief from 1

the V ulam-apd a\t,'.;rno°n we speed along these radiant shores. A
of
4(J\V

the adornments of art 
The shapes and dreams 

T possess us while the future unfolds its dancing 
p nv, Can scarcely realise that Scotland’s heights look

„ .file*® ^efiantments of nature. 
,°lors pa?t

Qeath. Tm®> freighted with centuries of mingling life and 
vde, ar,J\, e golden evening hour we plough the busyof «UlH fl 6uiucn cvcmug uuui wo jnuuyii Lilt;

the briir grea*' city presents another aspect fromJAUant anH smnnv mnrn wif.Vi f V»n konnor
that

f & l t l  nuant and sunny morn, with the banners of 
ttN Ion.. ,ng over it. The twilights here are wonder-th 17 AOnrr v»vct iu. m e  Lwiiigiiua iio io  a re  wuuuer-
lob̂ oldpr,1;, beautiful. Not until ten o’clock or later do 
bv lSaPr> • UGS fa,le awa.y from the horizon, and when they 
Jj®tg (lfV'ar from the dim vision already the far-off faint
^ C 7 0r\ ’ ~ ' ■ ■ ■appear. Crowds are thronging the streets as 

"I1 all T  “sain into the metropolis. It is Saturday night, 
Joly «ava8ay au<i festive, preparatory, I suppose, to the 
fheSUnfl i’ They have the habit here, as in the towns
b;"! it'i(l(lip ’ an<l in London, some parts of it, of walking in 
t )7  p0j. °f the streets—the sidewalks are so thronged. I 
Ctjh r'arr,, ° t<!<i the like in any American city, not even in 
i?cu'iePip.,1'V thoroughfares of Boston, where it would bo a 
flp. Here the crowds fill street and a ll; and I have

^To;pj » le habit myself now of “ keeping to the middle of

aveH,ay comes> a real Scottish Sunday, or Sabbath, 
p asgQ the pleasure of speaking to three fine audiences 
6*°efient ^i^rals. In the evening, especially, there is 

attendance. I have a warm greeting, and I

thoroughly enjoy the occasion. Mr. W. G. Unkles takes the 
chair in the morning, and Mr. J. P. Gilmour in the afternoon 
and evening. In Scotland, as in England, I find an intense 
desire to hear Ingersoll. He would have an immense 
audience in Glasgow. Millions of copies of his lectures have 
been sold throughout these isles. No name evokes such 
enthusiasm as that of Ingersoll. The land of Burns would 
give him a royal welcome. The Glasgow Liberals believe in 
the good old Scottish doctrine of “ the perseverance of the 
saints." They don’t give up. They have kept the flag 
flying for many a year. They have splendid material, and 
are a power in the community. Of course Glasgow is a 
great church city, and the orthodox apparently rule. But 
still there is much of advanced thought even among the 
churches, especially in the Free Church. There are two 
main Presbyterian churches in Scotland, the Free Church 
and the Established Church. The Established Church will 
undoubtedly some day go, as it is now going in Wales. If 
left to the people of Scotland, it would be disestablished at 
once. But the clergy of the Church of England are in the 
way, for they see that if the Established Church of Scotland 
goes, although Presbyterian, the logic of events will make 
the Church of England go likewise. Some of the rigid 
orthodox have been endeavoring to expel Professor 
Drummond from the Free Church. But it wouldn’t do, 
notwithstanding the glaring fact that Professor Drummond 
has knocked the story of Adam and Eve higher than a 
kite. But the wise ones in the Church have concluded to 
stand it.

I enjoyed Sunday afternoon the hospitality of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Forrester, who are staunch Liberals, and who have 
supported the cause for many years. The family are all 
Liberals, and I am indebted to them for many kindnesses.

Mr. George Gibson came over from Belfast, Ireland, to 
attend the lectures. I was in hopes to do some lecturing in 
Ireland, but probably shall not have the opportunity. 
There is a small society in Belfast, where lectures have been 
given by Foote, Forder, etc. ; but it is found pretty difficult 
to keep the movement at the front. However, our friends 
don’t propose to stop work. There are brave Liberals in 
Ireland, notwithstanding the black shadow of the cross.

I have not finished with Glasgow yet, for I shall return 
there after my lecture at Edinburgh, June 16, and visit the 
birthplace of Burns.

I leave Glasgow on Monday, June 10, for Aberdeen, in the 
north of Scotland. I have a lovely day’s ride, and in four 
hours and a half reach my destination. Aberdeen is a 
magnificent city of nearly 150,000 population. It is called 
“ The Granite City.” The Aberdonians think it the best and 
handsomest city in the world. I don’t blame them. It 
struck me at first sight as one of the most massive and 
beautiful of cities. It is built entirely of granite, so far as I 
can see ; no wood or brick anywhere. The stone is not 
gloomy, but of bright colors, and it presents to the eye not 
only solidity, but brilliance. I lectured here last night to a 
full house, and had a lovely time, a glorious British cheer, 
and fair play. I shall have a good story to tell in my next 
of Aberdeen, of Dundee, of Edinburgh, and of Abbotsford 
and Melrose, haunted by the great Wizard of the North, the 
story-teller of the ages, who, next to Shakespeare and 
Homer, has given the past its most wondrous illuminations.

Samuel P. Putnam.

BIBLES FOR CRIMINALS.

We quote the following item of news from the Boston Daily 
Globe of the 18th inst. : “  D. L. Moody is making an effort to 
place a Bible in the hands of each of the 750,000 criminals in 
the country. Mr. Moody is energetic, and he generally 
succeeds in what he undertakes.”

We have no doubt that Mr. Moody thinks that he is about 
to confer a great blessing upon these 750,000 unfortunate 
criminals by placing in the hands of each of them a copy of 
the so-called “ Word of God.”

Whatever may be said of the wisdom or the folly of his 
proposed action, we think that all must give him credit for 
having good intentions ; and we presume that his course 
will be quite generally commended as a disinterested effort 
to reform the criminals of the country. But we fail to 
discover how these unfortunate people are to be benefited 
by the perusal of a book which justifies and sanctions 
various crimes and vices, some of which have been com­
mitted in oliedience to the express commands of Almighty 
God, if the book contains a true and reliable record of that 
period of the world’s history which it professes to cover, 
in  proof of this statement, we have only to cite the following 
verses from the book in question, as we do not wish to soil 
our pages by quoting them : Matthew i. 16-20 ; Exodus iii. 
21, 22 ; 2 Kings x. 11-30 ; 1 Samuel xvi. 1, 2 ; Numbers xxxi. 
17, 18. These are but a few of the many passages which 
might be quoted to show the grossly immoral teachings of 
the Holy Scriptures; and yet such is the character of the 
book which Mr. Moody proposes to present to the convicts
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in the various prisons throughout the land with a vi w o 
reforming them and converting them to Christianity. We 
are utterly unable to comprehend how these convicts are to 
be in any manner benefited by the perusal of such literature 
as that to which we have referred; but, on the contrary, we 
are certain that it will have precisely the opposite effect 
upon them, if any. Besides, Mr. Moody seems to assume 
that most, if not all, of the inmates of our prisons are 
ignorant of the Bible, and have fallen into crime because of 
that ignorance. If he were well acquainted with the prison 
statistics of the United States, he would know that almost 
all of the criminals now confined in these institutions are 
religious people, and that the number of avowed Free­
thinkers therein is exceedingly small. This fact would 
appear to indicate that Christianity has utterly failed to 
prevent crime; and, if so, how can it improve the .moral 
character of these convicts ? Experience teaches that some 
other remedy than this ought to be applied to the disease 
which now afflicts society, and that for the Bible some 
other book should be substituted. Of course, Mr. Moody 
has the right to squander his vast fortune in any manner in 
which he chooses to do so ; but we will take the liberty to 
suggest to him that he can, and ought to, use his money to 
much better advantage.—Boston Investigator.

venture to doubt it. Ten thousand is a very large nuinut’r' 
Still, we are open to conviction. All we want is proof.

Colonel Ingersoll is told that he “ has not overthrown th® 
humblest altar upon the farthest frontiers of this Repu|“'?'e 
Perhaps n o t ; but he has changed the character of V? 
worship at them. After all, a religion does not consist.1-® 
buildings ; it consists in the beliefs and sentiments of.1 
professors ; and Ingersoll has wrought a mighty alterat10̂  
in that respect—which is really what he has aimed at doiDo-

“ We are praying for your conversion,” says the worthy 
McCabe. Let him pray. It is an innocent amuseine’L 
But why does he pray for Ingersoll’s conversion? Ir.jty 
Colonel’s lectures are so impotent against Christianity,11 
a waste of time to trouble about him. Altogether, it d? 
not seem that logic is the strong point of this pray11*0 
Methodist. ____

“ Take your Bible,” exclaims McCabe. Well, that is j1!^ 
what Ingersoll is doing. He is taking the Bible round 1 
United States and showing the people what it is, and tn 
who hear him will probably smile at McCabe’s hysteO ■ 
No doubt they will wonder why he does not ans" j 
Ingersoll, instead of telling him that there are a lot. 
Methodists about. Ingersoll knows it. That is one of 1 
reasons why he is on the war-path.

GOODNESS KNOWS.

R obed in gown of raven hue;
Snow-white linen ; manner prim ;

Dreamy eyes of heavenly blue;—
All the girls were masned on him— 

Spectacles with golden rim
Perched upon his Grecian nose ;

Hair brushed carefully and trim—
Where his wits were goodness knows !

Every Sabbath day he came,
And he, lisping, meandered through 

Platitudes both limp and lame,
Lacking aye a trace of new,

Nothing but unsavory stew 
Cooked before by other beaus,

Who had made the same dish do—
Where his wits were goodness knows 1

In each nicely-cushioned pew 
Would be found some well-fed dame,

Or some squire whose eyelids drew 
Close in sleep, as if the aim 

Of the preacher was for fame 
As a bringer of repose 

To the tired-out, wearied frame—
Where their wits were goodness knows.

Envoy.
Both were frauds, to give them due ;

Both were playing at a game :
One was prating for a screw ;

T’other slept and earned a name 
As a good and, I suppose,

Godly person—goodness knows !
T iie Gaberlunzie.

A C I D  D R O P S .

Colonel I ngersoll was once involved in controversy with a 
Chicago editor who libelled Thomas Paine. When the 
editor found he could not prove his statements he tried to 
back out of the trouble by inviting the Colonel to dinner. 
“  Kir,” said Ingersoll, “  I  would as soon dine with Ezekiel.” 
W hat sort of dinner that would bo the reader may find out 
by consulting Holy Writ. ____

Colonel Ingersoll has had, if possible, a still worse 
invitation. “  Como and join the Methodists, Robert,” says 
the ltev. C. C. McCabe. We look forward with interest to 
the Colonel’s reply.

It appears that the worthy McCabe was passing through 
a town where the Colonel was to lecture against the Bible, 
and seeing the posters on the walls (of course they are 
Jtamitwj posters in the Methodist Times account) ho wont to 
the office of a local newspaper and wrote a letter to the 
fre e  thou gilt lecturer. It is a funny letter, and worthy of a 
Methodist. ____

“  While you have been lecturing against the Bible,” says 
tho worthy McCabe, “ the Methodists have built ten 
thousand new churches in this country.” Have they 1 We

“ General ” Booth’s “ shelter ” in Blackfriars-road has co 
under the notice of the Health Committee. Dr. Waldo, , 
medical officer of health for Southwark, obtained a Farr‘nd 
to inspect the premises, but he was refused admission ^  
met by forcible resistance. He was only admitted 
threatening to seek the aid of the police. He four!d ses 
place greatly overcrowded. It is asserted that several c 
of small-pox have been traced to this “ shelter.”

Another Salvation Army “ shelter” in Whitechapel 
had to be closed. It is said to have been the origin*1 
centre of the recent serious epidemic of small-pox in 
locality.

C. W. Freemantle, of the Charity Organisation Socj® ĵ 
writes to the Times that between July 15 and 20 seven 
persons suffering from small-pox were admitted in 0̂ueeo 
Whitechapel Infirmary, who state that they h»ye tjje 
recently inmates of Salvation Army shelters, whicn,^ 0 
C.O.S., urge, are “ not only exercising an injurious eF jCt ,j0us 
the character of the population, but are centres of in t e c ^ e 
disease.” The members of the Board of Works to 
Whitechapel district ask for a Bill to place the S.A. sn 
under the provisions of the Common Lodging House A

The Irish Weekly Independent (July 27) gives a ca0^od 
exhibiting figures of Religion and Patriotism prostra ‘ 0f 
torn by a monster labelled “  Clericalism.” The repor^ ̂  
the elections at Cork, Kildare, South Clare, Meath, 
Wicklow, North Mayo, Roscommon, and Sligo sho 
every species of priestly prompting and intimidatio „ 
used against the Parnellites. “ This is not a politic*11’, ir ­
religious, fight,” said the Canon of Cork. Under 1 ̂  
cumstances, the anti-clerical party did remarkably 'vc

At the church of Kill, county Meath, Father 
who took a prominent part in the Meath election 1 j. 0f 
the proceedings of which afterwards formed the su J 
a petition, went so far as to recommend from the ana ^io 
all should vote for Mr. Jordan. Hereupon a Mr- u3 tbe 
rose and said: “ Wo will have no politics. , vfiPd oafc: 
Gospel of the day !” and somebody in the church can 
“ Hurrah for Parnell.” ____ ^

The Rev. David Russell, of the Congregational to
Maritzburg, received a call from Cape Town, and \\is
go, although his congregation unanimously resolves th0 
going would be disastrous to the Church. He says  ̂
matter was determined by the will of God, but tne 
of the call has not been specified.

—~~—~
One of the most extraordinary swindles on TC'?yn,r tb® 

been unearthed in Russia. A  rascal has been sehere 
peasants cheap tickets to the planet Jupiter, I’1
assured them of free land and a living without v o j^ed 
packing up to leave, the peasants threw away their t)ie 
images of the saints, as the swindler assured them 1 ‘ £ftce- 
saints all lived in Jupiter, and there would be met fa°e ¡giuft 
This is a good deal like the Christian scheme of Pf? nS aD° 
post-mortem felicity in return for good earthly positi 
perquisites. rjcb

A striking instance, by the way, of one law for t j8if 
and another for the poor is the application or Up-fty 
against fortune-telling. If a gipsy promises a serv j ;tp 
a rich husband in return for having her hand cross- -gpO • 
■silver, she stands a good chance of a fortnight in 
but “ Chiro the palmist" can read the hands of ncu
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Ket °ncl's r̂eet with impunity, and priests of all faiths can 
or * 0pldly possessions left to their church by threats of hell 
1 Purgatory.
Th

°ne Af' *Ce *n Manchester have arrested a Spiritist mejum, 
Prof j on the charge of fortune-telling by the
case68}, a*d spirits- We do not know the merits of the 
their )U*' rilc local Spiritists hold that it means raid on 

r Propaganda, and have formed a defence committee.

J ^ r l a n d  takes up the question of alleged spirit 
Caref0flfaPhy. and “ The ‘ Cyprian Priestess’ Mystery,” - 

 ̂av°idinS the suggestion of “ fraud,” which to some 
ilr ni eve-n ° i  Spiritists, seems the only adequate one. A 
givj^tendinning published a book entitled The Veil Lifted, 
the rn j8 irorltispiece a spirit photograph obtained through 
heaurf ,UmshiP ° i  Mr. David Duguid. It represented a 
girl Htoi female head, and purports to be the portrait of a 

° ’. centuries ago, was dedicated to the service of the 
^ P le  of Venus in Cyprus.

dUct:IS 8Ptrit photograph is proved to be a mere repro- 
"Hieht >?t ^10 hace of a female figure in a picture entitled 
k t ?, > by a German artist. Not only is the face the same,hut al , »  v jc i i i i t t u  cii uiau. i ^ u u  u m y  is  tu t ; i i i c c  t ilt ; s a m e ,

.nl*°- e disposition of the drapery, shadows, etc. How isAU fc X n l  • G 1  D U G  S l l i l U U W S ,  C t U .  I 1 U W  I S

the I  Mr. Glendinning is ominously silent, and so is
W c h 6 U-m ” whose good faith is in question. An Edin- 
creijijj 'Vriheri Mr. Antonio, who calls himself “ Edina,” the 
6xCu 0us author of many cock-and-bull spiritist stories, 
that h 8 • e " mejum ” from defending himself on the ground 
sau)e <? 13.a poor unlettered mechanic. Our sub. met the 
held"at-1?}6 um” a*J Glasgow over fifteen years ago, at séances 
street1 •? bouse of Mr. Bowman, photographer, of Jamaica- 
UPof ’ y^ b  whom the medium was an assistant and toucher- 
Sai(J tP^tograpbs. He used at that time to offer vile daubs, 
atpri .by the spirits of Buysdael, Jan Steen, or Turner, 
high if ̂ b iculously low if by these masters, and ridiculously 
h^sed f y himself. Some semblance of a natural scene 
chalic n- a Dutch master, but mere dabs of paint or 
^‘riiurnfi 0̂r a Turner. It was through this same 
of Ter?  ̂ lat were obtained the Revelations o f Ilafed, Prince 
talked m’ b ve(l at the time of Jesus Christ, and who 
c°Pv made Jesus talk in the Scotch dialect, and even 

ntences from Cassell’s History.

the (jy u.lejum ” gives no explanation, nor does the spirit of 
lescue « ?  Priestess ; but Mr. Stead’s “ Julia” comes to the 
■t ha.,. "'alia” dwells in the spirit-world, and tells us how
^ ta ls  “ V ■- seems that when spirits want to appear to 
u trioui(1 ?  18 ne.cessary for them to prepare what I may call 
lJh°Wp ’ y? which they can impress themselves upon the 
uationaphic plate, or make themselves visible in a material- 
ale sj s'jance.” Those who are satisfied that this explains 

being the same, and the medium sometimes
16 C yn'S bgure “ Lily," sometimes “ Marion,” and sometimes 

’tg f}atl priestess, should have no difficulty in swallow- 
Hospel stories.

If ~
CotQtrujr",. tead would tell us through whom he obtained this 
gftveii ,,' Cation from “ Julia” or her spirit, it might serve to 
Ü "ftip;..Ieiniysf'ery- There is nothing that so much assists
t u r n s ’’8 ?devel.°Pment a jri p - Examining toml

Hen 0 Co®pared with this source of occult information, and 
< H a C e > e ju m ” goes wrong a friend in the fraternity 

ays find an explanation.

v^ada^^’ r 01"du,y 27, Captain G. W. Walrond, of Hamilton, 
0°yant>’> . 0 claims to be a “ psychic lecturer and clair- 

A 18 convicted of gross word-for-word plagiarism 
^Ptain'W i v' Tag® Hopps, whose ideas are given 
4 0r. ’ ’ alrond’s own. This appears on p. 351

-jUm » A—- ^ . u v u .  as comparing notes with other 
b?t in ' Examining tombstones or registers of deaths is

Q ___
q°t'i'esn£. p60 we read that the ’Spiritualists’ International

as
of Light,

■ W. W i lnS Society is represented in Canada by Captain 
• tk aAr°ncl 198 Locke-street, Hamilton, Ontario. We sup- 

>ilar be ’ ’r,p . - -  ue some occult explanation of the plagiarism, 
üsan Jhat of Mahatma Koot Hoorni having copied from“ - “ H O  O L  . U U i l H t U I U .  J V U U l  n u u u i l  u u p c u  n f j m

1 H. Kiddle. It is probably a case of telepathy or
transference.

H , ¿ - * 0 0  humorist said that the Pilgrim Fathers landed 
tPulij i lQUth Hock, but some Americans began to think it 
dgri^ pV° been better if Plymouth Rock had landed on the

Puritanism» is, if anything, a shade worse than
fl t̂*ietl * Uritanism. It  seems to suffer from a chronic 
( Somehow or other, it is always thinking of “  the^  , Somehow or other, it is always thinking of “ 1 

is afflicted with a furious hatred of the humJ, j  , UUUVIA3U  n i u u  c«
r J ls bent on reducing men, anrl especially women,
ĵ kst v In d ie s  of clothing. Every part of their anatomy 

c°ncealed. We shall soon hear that every person 
I'V|:tj j ®ar ploves on his hands and a veil over his face. 
/ ’ boi-r *■ 16 hottest weather, poor, perspiring human beings 
H  ¡ „ i W a phrase of Bismarck’s) will have to “  stew in their1 ^ice

One hardly expected to read of a bad outburst of this 
spirit in such a city as Chicago. But you never know where 
to expect the “ purity ” craze ; it crops up in unexpected 
places. And just now in Chicago it is “ going a buster.” 
The City Aldermen have had a solemn meeting on the great 
knickerbocker question, and have drawn up a new sumptuary 
law, which every free and independent citizen is bound to 
obey. Cyclists are strictly forbidden to expose an inch of 
stocking ; they must not even wear knickerbockers ; their 
costume must be baggy from the ankles, and their jackets 
must come right up to the throat. And to make the law 
complete, as well as impartial, it is to apply to men as well 
as to women.

Such is personal liberty in a leading city of the great 
American Republic, the land of the spread eagle, the home 
of freedom, etc. George Washington fought for this, and 
Abraham Lincoln died for it ; but, after all, was it really 
worth doing! Well, we won’t answer the question. We 
leave it open to discussion.

The Outlook says : “ It is unfortunate that the hottest 
debates in the Christian Church take place on the most un­
important topics.” But in theology, where nothing is known 
and all is speculative, all topics are equally important and 
unimportant. Eternal Salvation may depend upon a single 
misinterpretation of a letter in God’s divine revelation. The 
Outlook has got sufficiently to the secular standpoint to see 
that the topics upon which Christians have usually quarrelled 
are of no real importance, but it would probably scout the 
idea that the health of a child is of more importance than 
the being of a God. Some day it may be seen that the 
so-called fundamentals of theology are of no more import­
ance than the dogmas now discarded by liberal Christians 
of the type represented by the Outlook.

A correspondent of the Daily News, dating from Dunkirk, 
states that the belief in witchcraft still prevails in French 
Flanders. Some witches are reputed to enjoy the faculty of 
changing their outward appearance at will, and a certain 
old woman, who died but a few years ago, was stated to 
have occasionally transformed herself into a black cat. It 
happens, not unf requently, that the victim of a spell appeals 
to the priest, and begs him to intercede and exorcise the 
possessing demon, as the faithful followers of Christ were 
given power to cast out devils.

In the poorer classes the -women, when speaking of 
someone whose behavior they consider “ uncanny,” say “ II 
est possédé" (He is possessed). The influence of the “ evil 
eye” is also firmly believed in, and, moreover, the fishwives 
have their “ lucky customers.” In Scotland, fishermen have 
a strong belief in lucky persons, and it is worthy of note 
that in our common expression, “ He was seized by fever,” 
we retain a survival of the old belief that disease was the 
work of evil spirits.

It appears from Millar’s Fife : Pictorial and Historical 
that in Carnock parish, in the seventeenth century, one 
Agnes Fluckart was hailed before the “ sessione ” for 
carrying “ ane can of water ” on the Sabbath, and the poor 
creature, kneeling before the elders, “ craves God’s pardon,” 
and shows “ evident signes and tokens of her true and 
unfeigned repentance.” Andrewe Andersone gets into 
trouble for going to the mill on the holy Sawbath, and 
“ likewise James Stirkie for hanging a dog” upon that 
day—another day would not have mattered. Scotland, 
however, does not stand where it did on the matter of the 
Sawbath. The bicycle has made a vast difference within 
the last dozen years, and boating and yatching on the 
Clyde no longer excite universal comment and horror. 
Indeed, the company which first runs Sunday steamers 
from Greenock to liothesay may occasion some outcry, but 
will certainly do good business.

Four children of a farm laborer at Rayleigh, who bolongs 
to the “ Peculiar People,” have died within the last three 
months. No doctor was called in, .but the children were 
anointed with oil and prayed over, as directed in the epistle 
of St. James. The jury gave their opinion that, had a 
doctor been called in in the earlier stages, the lives of at least 
two of the children would have been saved. James says 
that the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
“ Peculiar People ” are those who believe him.

The mental power exhibited by some men in old age has 
been cited as proof that “ the soul does not age with the 
body.” Dr. Balfour has, however, recently shown that there 
are physiological reasons why the normal brain remains 
vigorous to the last, “ because its nutrition is specially 
provided for.” The arteries which supply the brain retain 
their elasticity, while the others give way.

A Nonconformist protests against “ Beer and Bible” being 
assigned as the causes of Liberal defeat. Priests and publi­
cans, he thinks, would more nearly hit the mark.
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Mr. C. C. Moore, editor of the Lexington Blue, Grass 
Blade, an organ which combines the advocacy of Freethought 
with that of prohibition of the liquor traffic, states that 
there are in Lexington 275 saloon keepers, and not one of 
them is an infidel. The majority are Catholics.

God’s mercies are abundant. Cholera has broken out 
with violence in Russia, and, as usual, is spreading westward. 
In the province nearest the Austrian frontier ninety-three 
cases and twenty-five deaths took place in one day. By 
landslips in Brux Bohemian over 2,000 have been left home­
less. ____

Father J. S. Vaughan’s declaration, that “ men have no 
duties towards the brute creation,” has created some con­
sternation among humane Catholics like Dr. Berdoe.

James Harwood points out in the Inquirer that the 
teaching profession is largely closed to Unitarians, and that 
the great charitable foundations are equally sectarian. He 
gives an instance of a girl who was kept out of King Edward 
School on the ground tnat she attended a Unitarian Sunday- 
school. ____

The editors of El Liberal, Zacatecas, Mexico, have been 
excommunicated. The culprits are Freethinkers, whose 
crime consisted in not hiding their light under a bushel.

The English Churchman says : “ The Rev. Arthur
Stapylton Barnes, who has at last openly joined the Church 
of Rome, was promoted by the Bishop of Ely after publishing 
a book, The Ceremonial o f the Altar, containing the full Mass 
doctrine of Rome, including prayers for ‘ Our Pope.’ ’’

Some of the High Church Ritualists have, or profess to 
have, doubts as to the validity of Anglican orders—that is 
to say, whether they are in the true line of apostolical 
succession, with the descent of the Holy Ghost conferred upon 
them by their bishops’ fingers. To stifle their doubts there 
are two secret societies, one called the “ Order of Corporate 
Reunion,” and the other the “ Order of the Redeemer.” 
There are Roman priests in these societies who will, for a 
consideration, confer the afflatus without asking applicants 
to go over openly to Rome. _

Only two Roman Catholics have been returned for 
England, and one of them is somewhat shady. They are 
Lord Kd ward Talbot and T. P. O’Connor. The Catholics, 
except in the Scotland Division of Liverpool, have generally 
thrown in their lot with the Conservative party, in the hope 
of getting something out of the public purse for the support 
of their schools.

Pierre Loti, whose now book, La Galilée, is appearing 
as a feuilleton in the Paris Figaro, wonders that so much 
attention is given to Jerusalem, while “ the mysterious 
Capernaum, Christ’s own city,” is so little noticed. But he 
assigns the reason himself. The site of Capernaum, like 
most Palestinian sites, is very doubtful.

Kev. Alan Grace, who stole articles from a Strand restau­
rant, wrote a pathetic letter to the magistrate, who remanded 
him with a view to his discharge under the First Offenders 
Act. liis friends gave him a fine character, but it turns out 
that he has been twice suspended, and he is now doing six 
months.

In the shocking charge against a Bournemouth magistrate 
a book of prayers in the handwriting of the accused forms a 
material part of the evidence. The Southern Echo says :

I robably in no court in the world has such a mixture of 
religion, filth, and poetry been read together.” But then the 
Bible is used in every court, and is not that a mixture that 
may be similarly described 1

A curious advertisement appears in the Literary World.
I be party advertising reauires books on schoolboy life of a 
religious character, and also medical books of a very peculiar 
kind, the combination is, perhaps, not so strange as it may 
appear at first sight. ____

The Conservative victories have been satisfactorily 
explained by the Rev. T. E. Cloworth, who declares they 
“  are m answer to prayer. The archbishops and the 
bishops have prayed that their churches may bo defended, 
and God has answered their prayers.” Some sceptics may 
still think that the victory would have not been so pro­
nounced if the Church had not had the alliance of the 
publicans.

We are Çlad to know what tho Methodist Times regards as 
wisdom- -John Bright said very wisely,” it remarks. “ that 
you cannot arive half-a-dozen omnibuses abreast through 
Temple Bar. The statement was true enough, but where is 
the great wisdom? It, is also true that you cannot put a 
quart of ale into a pint pot, or drive a camel through the eye

thoughof a needle. But nobody outside a gospel-shop ever 
these observations particularly wise.

f | We have recently chronicled some bad accident3. 19 
Germany and in America to trains loaded with pnSJ'jC’ 
and we have now to chronicle another in France. A tr 
of twenty-four carriages, packed with pilgrims, retur{ios't 
from St. Anne d’Auray, left the rails near St. Brieuc. * • j 
of the carriages were piled on one another and comP,e . g 
wrecked, six or eight being reduced to splinters, 
persons were killed on the spot, and fifty had to be take 
the hospital.

What a curious commentary on the faith  principle® ^¡on, 
Church ! People go on pilgrimage to gain divine pr0*®® gb 
yet “ Providence ” allows them to be smashed up as tn 
they were blaspheming infidols.

Mrs. H. M. Walker, of Headingley, has obtained 
damages and costs against Mr. J. Fowler Greig for se< • Iial 
her daughter. The parties first mot at the Congreg91 
Chapel.

Alfred Braithwaite Emanuel was fouDd guiity atffltige 
Central Criminal Court of obtaining money W j  he 
pretences. Although he had been previously convlc.l0thei' 
appealed for mercy on tho ground that “ there was a 
judgment to come,” and whatever punishment ,ie t])e 
short of in this world would bo made up to him ^ 
next. The Common Serjeant, however, was < ‘ 
Emamfel’s supplication, and gave him eighteen mon

Miss Bradford, of Great College-street, Westniin^pt, 
engaged Elizabeth Brown as a Church of England - ^  jo

* * -a— a ■ ' - » • • a . i i  ____ Hi d  IK

easier go Gclik n,
there was a quarrel overTh“  Ul“ “  —and Elizabeth had to t  us P0 ln t a t Great College-su*jr- 
County Court to net i / ° '  Afterwards she went to th 
influence o f re lig io f l ^ f f -  T,ages' Such is the harmonica3 Won, especially on female minds !

Tbe * -w ill not give the^Usf0 ,̂ ave announced that hereafter tbef 
during his illness hv saBra,nent to one who was attend 
lead to their bestowm fotestant physician. Tin3 ***. J  
for the Catholic nbv K- extreme unction more frequent0110 Physicians do not stand highest in thea
profession.

»a ft0111- u .. _ a
Something like a providential judgment is repoi' V V ce, 9 

Double Springs, Alabama, where the Rev. Greenl ., Djjjtp
1—  worked luiflse

%  nasbiol?
wonisW‘‘ Th" tnt ^ rr nw or .................... -  -  jof ii ?ba^ l)e weeping and wailing and g1“*“ eDts
was a no’ and %ea fil1 to t»>e floor, and in a few taaffife
n^rvo.,« oPSf ' Scnf,,lble people will say he overwrought .
but -IS tliis8tenir anfi.Ix)s-s,bly ruptured a vessel of the e 
of m l  1 |Xp T 'i - ,on would «ot 1» admitted m fch® g0e 
in U is nL^d « m Hi ! l o v e r > * t o p e n  to tho universalit y  by 
pre/ichimr n ' ° f s. warning against dishonoring 
preaching the doctrine of hell fire.” i-i.n'ld

to “ ,GUco u fThe Girl’s Own Paper gives prominence tu Al0 cot 
Scnpture Reading anil Study. It is stated that t tiy th 
will occupy three years and three months. *  Wo tl01 
girls are to study the Bible pretty thorough- 
they will use an expurgated edition.

Good old Leo XIII. has organised an Anti ^OIlVOked 
a counterblast to the demonstrate g0iis,i .i... ichan  I ree“.i,„ takl.r!'»^ress as Up cuuuueruit*su uu vuu - 

signor Lemmi, Grand Master of the Italian J> t»*ig
September 20, to celebrate the 25th anniversary «*•  ̂dofiDW 
of Romo by the Italian troops. Tho Masons start®1* ., 
fact to celebrate, and the Anti-Masonic Um l j fflsen> 
the Pope’s nephew, but initiated by the 1 °PB 
only express its antagonism. „

The Freeman's Journal states on “ g o o d  aut 
tho Conservative Government will bring 11. jftnd. •„» 
establish and endow a Catholic University1 tinio ag® 0i 
is in agreement with tho views expressed1 som C'hu r |V,cir -------u_ xr. i(„ifnllr. Both Jbe id t » )jr

ly. ^ UHgi®11
price, and the Conservatives will pay it "  “ “ V'V of ri:,rioU3 
consolation is, that the further endowing f(jI. rclifc 
will help to strengthen the Radical deman 
equality.

magazine article by Mr. Balfour. .,,KU01"  to be P?i“ f  oU1 
England and the Catholic Church will ha , , 0Llig1®
n r i f 'o  a m i  i l,n f V i n u n r v a t i  v t 'S  will pay it W.... >nt of „tigi®̂

nf!
■ -ownerV ‘ ' Iy

Bishop W<;stcott was dining at a .u rg in g  '¡'¡l'oft, b'1' 
Durham. His host was profuse in 9 *?,Sout : 
lord.” The youngest at tho table ca 
God some more pie.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

(tear^n ’̂ ,^u“ usfc 4, Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street 
and' fk rev’8 monument!, Noweastle-on-Tyne :—11, “  Socularism 

u tho Now Parliament” ; 3, “  How the Biblo Stands Now?” 7, 
w Jesus Christ Ever Live ?”

■̂ugU8t 11, 18, and 2*5, St. James’s Hall, London.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

o ' * * *  W atts’s E ngagements.—August 4, Camberwell; 11, 
Uon r WCU ’ * ® and “0> Hilton Hall, London.—All communica- 
a sta t0r j  r' should be sent to him (if a reply is required, ̂ g i. • »» « o c a  s i i u u i u .  u o  o u i i u  l u  H i m  ^11 <* r o p i y  i s  l u t j u i i t i t i ,

rriftri an(l addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra- 
B C  ’ Bnxton- London, S.W.
B>ERi-Xl> ~~Bee êlr'8 bo°k to hand- Thanks.

Hatm.X*P (Liverpool).—If you are bent on “ accounting for 
placee’h / ° u bave a big job on hand. Your funeral will take 
doe» „ , ore ifc is completed. Atheism, as we understand it, 

\ p ni °* un(lortake that impossible task, 
other IIX°J,IAu gentleman, who spells support “ surport,” and 
Mr p 'V'’ r< 's just as elegantly, is anxious to have a debate with 

S, |/ „ 00te- Mr. Foote does not share his anxiety, 
cutte *M''I0NDS-—Your order handed to Mr. Forder, 28 Stone- 
86,̂  dire" ’ to wk°m all orders for literature should be

X. 25E1Jj Points out that the texts, 1 Timothy iv 1-4 and 1 Cor. 
into,’ a: c ,0PP°sed to vegetarianism, while Acts x. 13 may be 

W. 1{ pr<;ted symbolically.
Christian0?Y-—9®r!ia*n^r no 0110 can compel you to have the

J. f  w“.u‘an 8Uperstition taught to your children at Sunday-school.
attril(„,C'’,*'° kn°w m what collection of hymns appears a couplet 

ted to Hr. Isaac Watts—
This infant is the mighty God 

, Come to be suckled and adored,
earl; h?ul(1 thlnk

A. w! « T edition-
J. (j g  A'  KNS-—Thanks for tho cuttings, etc.

NBWcasHTRpM'—^ r‘ pYoto regrets his inability to join the 
ĥsineau 9 “ ranch’s excursion on Monday. Very important 

U. p g   ̂ 0000ssitatcs his return to London.
C. \y ’ * ^itz burgh, Natal).—Thanks for papor.

tho only chance of finding it is to go to the

servants were slaves.
I' vv Right _ r  .b. WARl) ' 1D nible times «o .u » .

Pinsburv~j^'? regr0t that the unofficial announcement for 
hiorf. } ark " ’as insertod instead of your own, and will bo8. ° n fui m future-
Lorn A-ialont °f gold has beon variously ostimated as worth 
£187 10s ‘ p t0 £L200, and a talent of silver from £450 to 
fi>lver shet^i-robably the latter is meant in Matthew xxv. A 

18 ostimn>.oH oq wnrf.R nRnnf. 9.a. 7H The difference
estim f ' ww‘* ana silver in ivneieuu unues vnuw , but 

*xix. T f aU*  of David’s wealth in 1 Chronicles xxii. 14 and 
^hint» n’,.,a_ b̂? statement of 1 Kings ix. 20 thf

ln value W* 18 03tirnatod as worth about 2s. 7d. The difference 
th® estim!r^°on. g.0,d and silver in ancient times varied ;

les xxi
•‘wftintj a “ *o statement oi i Kings ix. that silver was 
" kragy- CC00I>ted of in the days of Solomon, are probably pure 
«-„.I (_) Tho word “ Samos” is not irivon in our Con-cord,ance.
to
‘pale

°0L._’
attend

word “ Samos” is not givon in our

Members of tho committoo aro earnestly appealed to 
YaKing ttl0 meeting this (August 4) evening, with a viow to 

^during^fangements for carrying on the propagandist work

^ '^‘ank ° TK— Letter lot Miss Vance have them for distribution, 
ill ' Moss__‘‘boss, . vv° ar0 vory sorry to hoar of your wife’s dangerous 
i 3 World " ?  k°pe she will soon recovor. It is a hard lifo in 

w dtoletahu * kke host, and without sympathy it would bo 
V ° » * s  V °  most of U8.

;Tsk m Z,l0rry to hear tho Blackburn Branch is enrolling few 
j  air‘i and *i ers/  Wo hopo all our readers in tlfo locality will 
' | (A7 Us bring about tho union which is strength.

J Y6tter- \vanobestor)— Alas ! thoro is too much truth in your 
' W ,J :e a!°  on the watch.
^ n a in tlr  ^ho subject is hardly worth moro of our space. 
Useful'• K.°.row at Mr. Foote’s lccturo in Sunderland was dis-^as, j but wo do not’earo to spend timo in discussing who 
n ”uy res,,” bla,ue- though we beliovo tho follow I owoll was 

V ' n8l^ e ôr the ill-temper displayed.
t> P y  t0 ,;rT .hanka f0r your cordial letter. Mr. Foote will bo 
o r°ughh. y Stockton a visit. The whole district should be 

t o | 'Vel worked. Branches alono and unaided are not
^ b?>ise^k. 0Af; doin?,iu*ti.oeJ o .°-ur„.cl u!f : Mr‘ b0

- thief)*1081

6>Ue him8e?in?  this, and he intends to organise a lecturing.‘Uiself b,. ■ , .........vr.«« bn far moro
at'ew iS‘V0lv „C ’ by which our principles m a y  bo far n 

SuRib in l  ProPagatod. Tho subjoct will bo doalt w i t h . -  
p > ° n  win°°k or two- Meanwhile, you may roly upon it that

not bo noglectcd.
0'V0Ing bbanks- Seo “  Sugar l ’ lums. ”

S t
l< V °r
tot 

, tic)

will bo 
bo sent1 diif^yfiM d Villa, Gloster-road, Walthamstow, 

s :°r thl 0Uto an>' Frecthought literature that may 
UVieWedx?UrPOHo. This correspondent says he personally 

, S bMiove tp r;  i’ollcn, tho Radical candidate, who said ho did 
h abUgVbat anyone should bo allowed to publish pamphlets 

r°iigion. Poor man !
60 Paragraph. Thank*.

W. J. Vaughan.—No offence, certainly. Why should there be? 
Without reckoning fish, cats are quite as honorable as the 
average parson, and rather better tempered with the “ kids.”  
Cats never put cats into prison for a difference of opinion ; cats 
never burnt cats for the glory and honor of God.

G. Cbookson.—A rare bird indeed ! See paragraph.
J. MacGlynn, president, Independent Literary Federation, 50 

Mill-road-street, Calton, Glasgow, will supply Secularists on 
application with leaflets exposing the ‘ 1 Controversial Methods ” 
of a certain foul-mouthed Christian-Evidencer who has lately 
been darkening their city.

R. Chapman notifies that the South Shields Branch has no 
meetings to-day (August 4), in consequence of Mr Foote’s 
lectures at Newcastle.

E. H.—(1) Don’t you see that faith in the two connections has 
different meanings ? Faith, in the religious sense, is a special 
faculty, or its operation; while faith, in the secular sense, is 
only belief founded on knowledge. Religious people say that 
we have faith that the sun will rise to-morrow. But that faith 
is based upon long experience and an acquaintance with the 
laws of astronomy. When they have faith that they will go to 
heaven, for instance, it is faith without any personal experience, 
or any sort of appeal to a natural law supported by general 
experience. (2) We cannot yet answer this question, though we 
hope to shortly.

F. S.—You may find something about Adam’s first wife, Lilith, in 
Baring Gould’s Old Testament Legends and Characters.

J. T. Carpendale. —Glad to hear the Bradford Branch is carrying 
on an active open-air campaign. Mr. Foote will offer you an 
early date shortly. He has lectured in the Oddfellows’ Hall 
before.

W. Pace.—See paragraph. Mr. Foote is in excellent health; so 
are Messrs. Watts and Wheeler.

Mr. Putnam stated in his “  News and Notes,” and it was 
reprinted in the Freethinker, that Mr. W. H. Lever, of Port 
Sunlight, the Radical candidate at Birkenhead, was a Free­
thinker and a supporter of the late Charles Bradlaugh. Mr. 
Lever’s attention having’been called to this, he'states that he is 
and always has been a Congregationalist, and that he was never 
a supporter of Mr. Bradlaugh, who “ maintained himself by his 
lectures.” Of course Mr. Putnam did not use the word 
‘ ‘ supporter ” in that sense ; on the other point he was apparently 
misinformed.

J. M. R.~—(1) Licensing laws of course involve a certain control, 
and it is reasonable that the control should be local; but the 
Local Veto Bill had a prohibition clause. (2) Please to hear 
that you derive “ inspiration” from the Freethinker. (3) An 
Index would only bo useful if printed separately for binding. 
Wo do not know whether there would be any general demand 
for it.

J. Schofield.—Thanks for report of Ben Tillett’s speech, though 
it is too purely political for comment in our columns.

Papers R e c eived . —Newcastle Evening Chronicle—Echo—Light 
—Wostorn Figaro—Two Worlds—Progressive Thinker—Open 
Court—Ironclad Age—Glasgow Weekly Herald—Accrington 
Observer—Now York Public Opinion—Truthseeker—Der Arme 
Teufel—Freidenker—Torch—Times of Natal—Diamond Fields 
Advertiser—Irish Weekly Independent—Isle of Man Times — 
Crescent—Secular Thought—Boston Investigator—Twentieth 
Century.

Fr ie n d s  w ho send us new spapers w ou ld  enhance the favor by 
m arking the passages to  w h ich  they w ish to  ca ll our a tten tion .

Letters  for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecuttor-etroet, London, E.C.

Correspondence  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in tho current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till tho following week.

L ecture  N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuosday, or they will not be inserted.

Ord ers  for litorature should be s«it to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale  ok A d ve r t ise m e n ts .—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at tho following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

It boing contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrappor when the subscription is due, subscribers will roceive 
the number in a colored wrapper whon their subscription 
expires.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Mr . Foote’s lecture on “ The Bible and Local Veto” drew a 
large audience (in spite of the rain) to Milton Hall on 
Sunday evening. Judging from the laughter and applause, 
tho lecture was highly appreciated. Some questions were 
asked at tho close, but no one offered opposition. The chair 
was efficiently occupied by Mr. .Tames liowney, who urged 
his auditors to do their utmost to make Mr. Foote’s course 
of lectures at St. James’s Hall a thorough success.

London Freethinkers should do their utmost to render 
Mr. Foote’s lectures at St. James’s Hall a thorough success.
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Full particulars of these meetings will be found in our 
advertising columns. Friends who can display a poster or 
circulate neat handbills are earnestly requested to communi­
cate with Miss Vance at 28 Stonecutter-street. She will 
also be glad to hear from known friends who are willing to 
take tickets and try to dispose of them amongst their 
acquaintances.

Mr. Foote lectures at Newcastle-on-Tyne to-day (August 4), 
when he will formally open the new hall taken by the Branch 
in the heart of the city. His subjects are attractive, and no 
doubt the hall will be crowded. Mr. Foote will be happy 
to see as many as possible of his Tyneside friends on this 
occasion, as it is a considerable time since he last visited the 
district.

After the evening lecture the Newcastle Branch will hold 
its adjourned annual meeting of members, for the election 
of officers, etc. Mr. Foote will be present, and all members 
are requested to attend. On Monday (Bank Holiday) the 
Branch takes its annual excursion to Morpeth. The train 
leaves Central Station at 10.15. Gentlemen’s tickets, 3s.; 
ladies’ tickets, 2s.

Mr. Charles Watts is delivering three Sunday evening 
lectures at the Camberwell Secular Hall. He had an 
excellent audience last Sunday, when he dealt with the 
question, “  Does Death End A ll1” A correspondent speaks 
very highly of Mr. Watts’s discourse, and says the South 
London friends are looking forward to two further treats.

Mr. S. P. Putnam was not lecturing on Sunday, so he took 
a trip to Canterbury, and saw the old town and the older 
cathedral. His last lecture before leaving England will be 
delivered in London on the first Sunday in September. Mr. 
Foote will see to the organisation of this meeting, as he 
did on the occasion of the first meeting at the Hall of 
Science. He will also take the chair as before.

Acting on Mr. Foote’s instructions, Miss Vance has engaged 
a room at the Holborn Restaurant for a farewell dinner in 
honor of Mr. Putnam a few days before he sets sail from 
Southampton. The tickets for this function are four 
shillings each. Mr. Foote will take the chair, and amongst 
those present will be Mr. Watts and probably Mr. George 
Anderson. Applications for tickets should be made to Miss 
Vance as early as possible.

Mr. William Heaford occupies the Milton Hall platform 
this evening (August 4), and speaks upon “ The Problem of 
Evil.” Much nonsense has been uttered on this subject, but 
Mr. Heaford will not add to the quantity of it. What 
he says is sure to be sensible. We hope he will have 
a good meeting and some good discussion. The admission 
at Milton Hall is free, a collection being taken to defray 
expenses. We are not allowed to charge at the doors. 
Freethinkers, at any rate, should therefore put into the 
plate as much as they would have paid elsewhere for their 
seats.

Mr. C. Cohen has visited Blackburn for a few day3, and 
his lectures have produced a very favorable impression in 
the town. The Branch hopes to have him at Blackburn 
again for a few weeks, when it is hoped the local organisa­
tion of Freethought will be materially strengthened.

Mr. Cohen has also visited Stockton-on-Tees. His 
audiences were not very large, but they improved as he 
went along, and the Branch believes that a great deal 
of good will accrue if the effort is followed up.

The Literary Guide (Watts it Co.) for August contains 
No. VII. of “ Literary Chats” by Mr. F. J. Gould. This 
particular chat is with the President of the National Secular 
Society. Mr. Gould paid Mr. Foote a visit in his library, 
and he tells the reader about the books he saw there. The 
article is written in an interesting style.

The Failsworth Secular Sunday-school took its annual 
outing on Saturday, July 27. The teachers and scholars 
visited Hebden Bridge and the Hardcastle Crags, one of the 
most picturesque bits of scenery in the north of England. 
Musical selections were rendered by the Sowerby Bridge 
brass band. Altogether the excursion was most enjoyable.

The Metaphysical Magazine, the July number of which we 
receive from 503 Fifth Avenue, New York, is a sort of 
American Borderland; but, instead of being dominated by 
Stead’s “ Julia,” it has a number of signed articles by con­
tributors of various opinions. The writers are able, though 
of a mystical cast. Mr. C. S. Wake, the author of The 
Evolution of Morality, opens with a paper on “ The Power 
of Concentration,” which he regards as the secret of strength 
and of hypnotic power. Charles Johnston writes on “ The 
Message of India.” Dr. Elizabeth Hotchkiss offers a psycho­
logical study of “ La Svengali,” a character in Du Maurier’s

Trilby ;  ana ur. x>rouoecK, oi cue itavisory cuuj*»" y p|j  <jt 
World’s Parliament of Religions, writes on “ The I t by 
Universities.” The Metaphysical Magazine is c° . UCQCcukt
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y ; and Dr. Brodbeck, of the Advisory Council 0̂

L. E. Whipple, and is stated to be “ Devoted to nfinePhilosophic, and Scientific Research.” If it would c°  ̂
itself to the latter departments, it might do a useful v  ^  
but, in our experience, Occultism leads to cant no 1®SS 
to charlatanry.

In Cairo not only is University education entirely 
but the students, numbering 10,000 a year, are also supl g 
with free meals. Yet Christians talk of the ba.ck’vvar j 0AVs 
of Moslems, while the fact is that to them and to the 
they owe the beginnings of European education.

The Ironclad Age says : “ Paine and Wesley both 
from England to America. Wesley labored to glV0 
creed, Paine to give us a country.”

In Open Court, of Chicago, Dr. F. L. Oswald writes^ 
Huxley as “ The British Diagoras,” and alludes t cajjg 
practical character of his labors. He says : R B arCb-
attention to the enormous amount of time, labor, and P . eS 
ment which the scholastic visionaries of the Middle 
wasted on purely fatuous topics. He mentions thev Zs of 
who quarrelled like bull-dogs about the gala-day d_\;nged 
the Holy Virgin, and the comparative speed of '  sc06res 
demons and heavenly messengers. He enumerates tje. 
of theo3ophical problems that have been argued with ^ g0g. 
axes, though a vestige of common sense should ^a] eutthe 
nised them as more unprofitable than a dispute abo 
age of the man in the moon.”

Public Opinion, of New York (July 18), devotes . gg0r 
columns to extracts from American papers on f  r , _ayg 
Huxley and Religion.” The New York Evening j  ÎieCtual 
his greatest work was in the promotion of nagsed 
honesty. The Critic says : “ When a few years 
and the dust of recent struggles has been laid,

ms greauesii woik was ill uie promoi/ion u* *** aSse<
honesty. The Critic says : “ When a few years have P fcorv 
and the dust of recent struggles has been laid, the ĵll 
of modern progress will be more clearly discerned. er» 
then become evident that our century has been 
of what Huxley emphatically styled a ‘ New Reform, 
in which he has been one of the most efficient leaders.

The New York Catholic Freeman's Journal speaks o^ j g[ 
as a protagonist of the modern anti-Christian sc. 
Darwinians. It says : “ We have used the pnl’a? ’ edlf ’ 
Christian school,’ in reference to these men desig ,;reCt- 
for, though they did not attack Christianity with th 
ness and bitterness of Voltaire, Paine, and others aJ1d, 
class, they yet attacked it indirectly and insidious y ĝgUlt 
if their theories were once accepted as truths, tn rjsti»0 
would be the same—the overthrow of tbe u 
religion.”

The Outlook, in an article on Huxley, says . _ - f:rutioiJ“' 
standards are noble, and part of his hostility to insU eS tb® 
religion is due to his conviction that orthodoxy & , fals® 
sanction of the Church and the Bible to lo'v a j juxl®y 
ethical ideals. As Mr. Morley in literature, so .* jj’absolut0 
in science, represents with great ability, 0,lVicti°?! 
candor, and, we believe, with perfect sincerity or c mor® s 
that modern humanitarianism which would divor f In 
from religion and retain the former without the 1 , jjfe i9 
our judgment, the divorce is impossible—the o®r , ave sir® 
the religious spirit applied to daily conduct. -t5U njse th® 
quite willing to see the attempt made, and we recog 
sincerity and earnestness of the endeavor.” .

p h «

: “ His e g  j

Dr. Heber Newton’s heresy, that Christ was 
ut only spiritual, whatever that may mean, is stiu ver>' 

much controversy in New York. The Sun of tbat _r[4ctiorl 
sensibly says : “  We can only believe in the  ̂res^ a0tOVJilOl KJXJ O C • I I U VUU U111J UOilO I O ---  o iiv
because we believe in revelation. It is a do/’ ' )L,eth®l\i'(, 
scientific demonstration. It must be given up alt “ lU9t ® 
beyond the reach of human knowledge, or i f  e q ua ft
accepted on faith, as the miracle of the mcarnatio > j^s®1 
opposed to all science, must be accepted. H ,,bsolut t 
has not told men of the resurrection, they are c»0?0.,
and hopelessly in the dark regarding it. I® £ opi014j 
construct any reasonable theory of it. One jg \f0fl 
on the subject is as good as another’s, for nobody ted t° 
anything.” A daily newspaper could not be expe story 1 
much further in the admission that the who* 
baseless.

------  thin**
Public Opinion, of New York, recognises the - ^ oD3 °ur

as an independent organ of opinion, and (l,uoieSn0stic*sl11 
columns on the question of Herbert Spencer’s Ag

____ tJjfl
As we expected, Mr. W. H. Burr, of Washiug^f/jiti^ 

persistent advocate of the claims of Paine to ?e ietterS ,he
shouts Hallelujah over the newly-discovered , jg
Junius. He declares “ the sentiments express tb°sC 
letter on priestcraft are diametrically opposed
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SîeP”Francis> and iin entire accord with those of Thomas ANIMALS’ RIGHTS.

• E. Ellis has been returned for Itushcliffe. He 
to support the repeal of the Blasphemy Laws. 

Put W ^ v a tiv e . candidate did not answer the questions 
West Aflllri',ri this subject. Dr. Farquharson, member for 
the , deenshire, said he would most certainly vote for 

Peal of the Blasphemy Laws.

J r; Aaht.satisf„ T 5 .,on> the new member for South Bedfordshire, 
after ,n ly answered all our “ Questions for Candidates,” 
the Sf,n \uterview with Mr. William Rudd, of Luton, one of 
aru.,i. ntiest Freethinkers in that locality. Mr. Ashton’sa»SWi

Mj

ers were given in writing.

''• 'fow e Crookson, of Hoyland Common, near Barnsley, 
atchard °Ur " Questt°ns f ° r Candidates ” to Mr. F. S.

9̂.Vq
our “ Questions for Candidates” 

l r ’,a candidate in his division. This gentleman must 
reply yj u;(l very hard indeed, if we may judge by his 
Wat ' ‘ tc says that Secular Societies are “ not kept without 
p » secunt-.v ” U ot- «  t „ — ^not Ä % , ” that 

„Withheld,” that
Legacies left to Secular Societies are 
“ Freethought is not a crime undere5cistinrr 1— L11at r reetuougnt is uut a crime miner

to Seoul o8’ ’. an(l that “ You can bequeath what you like 
either ,a?cieties under existing laws.” Mr. Hatchard is 
else, lu 1?  ignorant (on this subject) or very—something 

e let him make his own selection.

Streep ?i°.rP9th and Sir James Joicey, in the Chester-le- 
BW nhJrlsi°n> were both in favor of abolishing the 

Laws. The former was
abolishing

returned by a large

TiiE Ho n o r a r iu m  to  t h e  p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  
n a t io n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c ie t y ,

It
Hatirvn i°e remembercd 
C ? 1 Se^ lar

he remembered that at the last Conference of the
-our. , ------  Society a letter was read from Mr.
rec°U,)fii, fderson’ suggesting that its President “  should be 

' i°r his loss of time and money in serving the
a Com lnterests.” Accordingly, the Conference appointed

S " Ä  * * * •  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '  "
c°nside

of Mr. George Anderson, Mr. 
Mr. Robert Forder, and Mr. George Ward, 

er the best plan to be adopted for carrying out 
^cplar’^ v r 011' The Committee met and drew up a 
K h cr i. which probably most of the readers of the Free- 

rtv  uave seen.) ^lS Cn *Uti0ll ^iuirruttce unanimously passed the following reso 
Mr. n’ ProPosed by Mr. George Anderson, and seconded by 
°f the °^Q^Tard : “  That the sum to be paid the President 
figment i ôr this year be £100, to be confirmed, 
ltePce » ’ or diminished each year by vote of the Con

y this resolution it was the desire of the Committee to
R

carFy -.........................„ .................................. .............
%  c0°gr the object, for which it had been appointed by 
both aŝ f6Ss delegates, in the most satisfactory manner 
yearly j j terms and amount, leaving the Society to act 

It js . tuture as circumstances might dictate.
Wth o 0 ho hoped that what has been done will meet 

e approval of the Secular party, and that itstiei
as '•aherg 'P “ "'-“y 1 ij‘ul uj > u“ “ u

Dossil i W1U subscribe the required amount as promptly 
le- Charles W atts.

^ ft ,0r|Ptiy,.-tons can bo sent to Miss Vance, 28 Stonecutter-street, 
or paid to any member of the Committee. ]

Subscriptions Received :—

Thackray, 2s. Gd. ; B.
Tr'er ,a°hnowledged, £47 9s. Gd.

°rder : Mr. Waller, 5s. ; J.
Vj Ò. p ’ -nr,- ®d. ; G. L. Mackenzie, 2s. Gd. ; W. W. Roberts, 

i, er ir-• q enborn, 10s.; A Materialist, 5s.
U L. • p s Vance : F. J. and G. Brady, £1 ; W. H. Stevens, 
K y ,, shepherd, 2s. ; G. H., 2s. Gd. ; W. Johnson, 5s. ; 
iftthy > C. B., 10s. ; A. F., 2s. 6d. ; A. Anderson, 5s. ; Mrs.

h \ir H- Price, 2s. Gd. ; H. S. Ashford, 3s. Gd. ; W. S., 
hie1, i L M o r r i s h ,  £1 Is.

-* : S. A. Gimson, £1 ; D. Baker, £1 Is. ; R.
At’  ° 8,
‘ r- Foote : G. R., £3 ; E. Truelove, £2.

ki|'A, v >,*ho was tried on a charge of having stolen eigh 
u?d at twenty-five shillings, had the impudence t 

Q°l.” Sistrate that lie stole the books “ to start a Sunday

Though the general public is only now beginning to 
recognise that the lower animals, like human beings, nave 
rights, the subject is one which has attracted the attention 
of many thinking minds. Thus, Emeritus Professor F. W. 
Newman, in a published letter, has said : “ Evidently the 
reason why it is wicked to torture a man is not because he 
has an immortal soul, but because he has a highly sensitive 
body; and so ha3 every vertebrate animal, especially the 
warm blooded. If we have no moral right to .torture a man, 
neither have we a moral right to torture a dog.” And again : 
“ We have to add to our morals a new chapter on the Rights 
of Animals. Men who teach to trample thenp down are 
teachers of hard-heartedness, and are real enemies of man­
kind, while they undertake to promote human welfare.” 

Professor Youatt, one of the greatest of English vete­
rinarians, and an exceptionally distinguished humanitarian, 
says, in his introduction to his work on The Obligation and 
Extent o f Humanity to Brutes, Principally Considered with 
Reference to the Domestic Animals .•“ . . . .  the claims of the 
lower animals to humane treatment, or at least to exemption 
from abuse, are as good as any that man can urge upon man. 
Although less intelligent and not immortal, they are suscept­
ible to pain; but because they cannot remonstrate nor 
associate with their fellows in defence of their rights, our 
best theologians and philosophers have not condescended to 
plead their cause, or even to make mention of them, although, 
as just asserted, they have as much right to protection from 
ill-usage as the best of their masters have. Nay, the matter 
has been carried further than this. At no very distant 
period the right of wantonly torturing the inferior animals, 
as caprice or passion dictated, was unblushingly claimed ; 
and it was asserted that the prevention of this was an inter­
ference with the rights and liberties of man.”

Sir Arthur Helps, in his Talks About Animals and their 
Masters, quotes a remarkable passage, applying the principle 
of natural law to the rights of animals, from the works of 
that great writer of jurisprudence, Jeremy Bentham, who 
says : “ The day may come when the rest of the animal 
creation may acquire those rights which never could have 
been withheld from them but by the hand of tyranny. It 
may come one day to be recognised that the number of legs, 
the villosity of the skin, or the termination of the os sacrum, 
are reasons insufficient for abandoning a sensitive being to 
the caprice of the tormentor. What else is it that should 
trace the inseparable line ? Is it the faculty of reason, or, 
perhaps, the faculty of discourse 1 But a full-grown horse or 
dog is, beyond comparison, a more rational as well as a more 
conversable animal than an infant of a day or a week, or 
even a month old. But suppose the case were otherwise, 
what could it avail 1 The question is not, Can they reason ? 
nor, Can they speak ? but, Can they suffer 1”

In the sense that men have rights, animals have rights 
(though in a smaller degree) which should be respected; 
justice requires it. Justice is due to all human beings ; 
this being so. “ how is it possible to evade the admission 
that we are bound also to act justly towards the races 
below us?” asks Porphyry, one of the finest humanitarian 
philosophers of the Roman Empire, who, along with Seneca 
and Plutarch, taught humanity on the broadest principle of 
universal benevolence. Joseph Collinson.

Pious Unveracity.
The great body of men affecting the name of good and 

pious have unconsciously abnegated the sacred privilege 
and duty of acting or speaking the truth, and fancy that it 
is not truth that is to be acted, but that an amalgam of 
truth and falsity is the safe thing. In parliament and 
pulpit, in book and speech, in whatever spiritual thing men 
have to commune of or to do together, this is the rule they 
have lapsed into, this is the pass they have arrived at. We 
have to report that Human Speech is not true ! that it is 
false to a degree never witnessed in this world till lately.— 
Thomas Carlyle.

Obituary.
D e. R obert L ewins, who has recently died at the age of 

seventy-eight, was chiefly known as the advocate of Hylo- 
Idealism, and the introducer of Miss Constance Naden to 
the reading world. He had served in the army as medical 
surgeon-in-chief, in the Crimean War and in India, and was 
the author of many contributions to philosophy.

Pointing to another world will never stop vice among us ; 
shedding light over this world can alone help us.— Whitman.
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B O O K  C H A T .

Renin, by James Prior, is the pathetic story of an illegiti­
mate child, who discovers her father in the person of the Rev. 
C. Millar, a popular Nonconformist sky-pilot. Her claim 
for recognition is refused, and the girl is led to believe her 
mother also desires to thrust her away. She dies of starva­
tion, and her father is preaching to a wrapt congregation 
of heaven—“ leading them down the golden street, like 
a beatific cicerone. . . .  I  see it ! I see it ! the Pearl of 
Cities ! My eye is rich with its glory—” “ Down from that 
pulpit, Clarence Millar ! Down from that pulpit !” It was 
his wife’s voice. She had found her daughter just too late. 
The story is sufficiently life-like to make some think it may 
be founded on fact.

*  *  *

Nature in Arcadia, by H. K. Swann (Swann & Co., 
2 Bouverie-street, E.C.), is a description of Nova Scotia, 
dedicated to H. D. Thoreau. It possesses some of the char­
acteristics of that author, Mr. Swann evidently being a keen 
student and lover of nature as well as an authority on one 
of nature’s beautiful products—birds.

* * *
Mr. H. T. Finck, in Lotos Times in Japan, eulogises the 

heathen Jap. The crimes which in Christian lands have 
necessitated the establishment of Societies tor the Pro­
tection of Children from Cruelty do not exist in Japan. 
There are no such societies in “ the England of the East.” 
It was Sir Rutherford Alcock who said that Japan was 
“ the paradise of babies.” We are also told that, unlike 
Christian nations, the Japanese have no need to establish 
Societies for the Protection of Animals. “ The Japanese 
pray for the souls of their horses and cows.”

Augusta Klein, in her description of scenes in India, 
entitled Among the Gods, mentions a visit to the tooth of 
Buddha. This tooth has suffered strange vicissitudes of 
fortune since it left Gautama’s jaws, if it ever saw them. 
Concealed in the hair of the pious Princess of Kalinga, 
it arrived in Ceylon at the beginning of the third century of 
our era. Captured in 1315 by the Malabars, borne away 
to India, and thence recovered, it eventually fell into 
the hands of a Portuguese archbishop of Goa, who in 1560 
pounded the same in a mortar, and burnt the dust thereof. 
From all which vicissitudes it miraculously recovered itself, 
to repose at length in the peaceful splendors of its illustrious 
Kandyan home. * * *

Sheikh Abdullah Quilliam, of Liverpool, announces in the 
Crescent that his new work, Studies in Islam, is now in the 
press, and will shortly be published at the price of half-a- 
crown.

* * *
M. Théodore Reinach, himself a Jew, has published in 

French the texts of Greek and Roman authors relative to 
Judaism. The texts clearly show that anti-Semitism is no 
new thing. God’s chosen race, by their exclusiveness, seem 
to have drawn upon themselves the odium of nearly all who 
knew them. A curious charge brought by several authors 
was, that they were really worshippers of Sabazius, a form 
of Dionysius or Bacchus. Their Sabbath and Feast of Taber­
nacles may have led to this, and the strange charge of ass- 
worship may have been connected therewith.

* * *
The Edinburgh Review, noticing Mr. Balfour’s book, says : 

“ The main outcome of The Foundations of Belief is the 
glorification of authority at the expense of reason.”

A translation of Beyschlag’s New Testament Theology 
forms the latest volume of T. T. Clark’s Foreign Theological 
Library. Dr. Beyschlag holds to a sort of Conservative 
Unitarian standpoint, rejecting inspiration and toning down 
supernaturalism.

*  *  *

In the Catholic Month there is an article on “ The Origin
and Development of the Vatican Library,” by Mr. W. Hone. 
He says the credit of being the real founder belongs to 
Nicholas V. (1448-1453), at whose death the number of 
volumes was 1,160, of which about 350 were Greek Mass. 
If Christians would reflect upon this admission that at 
Rome there was no great library, even for the Popes, until 
the fifteenth century, it might prove an eye-opener.

* * *
Mr. Putnam says that Ingersoll’s poem on Robert Burns 

is kept in a case at the cottage near Ayr, with the 
inscription, “ By an unknown American admirer.” It will 
probably soon be known after this who the admirer is, and 
his tribute will be allowed to be one worthy of the great 
Scotch poet.

The Daily News, reviewing Mr. H. Somers 
Land of the Muskeg, says that in the immense a*e‘jauu 
the Hudson’s Bay territory the rival Catholic and Prot® 
missionaries seek to capture each other’s converts 
than to convert the heatnen Indians. Between the Ang ^  
and the Romanist it is a game of pull-devil-pull-ba^ jg 
the perplexed red man’s soul. The Anglicans, fd.vlI'"-n the 
doles, generally get the pull in the winter-time ; hut ' ^
summer the Indians revert to Catholicism, which ha 
longer established there.

* * * i
k unive^

deluge, in which the Wanderer builds a big canoe
Mr. Somerset tells the Cree Indians’ legend of a unl' 
;luge, in which the Wanderer builds a big canoe an1' ter 

in many kinds of animals. After he had been on the
many days, he got a young beaver to dive down to se - 
water was still deep, or if the flood were abating. / ’urned, 
little animal was afraid to dive too deep, and ret ^ en 
saying that he saw nothing but water and no land- j.^je 
the “ Wanderer” was angry, for he knew that tn ĵn)j 
beaver had not done his best, therefore he curse nor 
saying, “ Cursed shalt thou be ; thou shalt never ’¿pd 
thy tail grow, but thou shalt only imitate the beavers. aJ1(j 
this was the first musk-rat. Then he sent a big h?aY ¿ artb 
he swam and reached the bottom, and brought a ntt) , go 
up with him to the side of the canoe, and there he 6' up0n 
the “ Wanderer ” took the grains of earth and bje ge£j (fie 
them, and the world arose and was dry. And he blesi tj,e
lvnorTflro onrl ooirl tbnfi fbov olimilrl olwAVS t,rv to Qau ,beavers, and said that they should always try to ^  
streams and stop them running, lest they might 
the whole earth. That touch about the musk-ray jr0[1i 
alone be enough to upset any theory about borrowing 
Semitic legend.

* * * there
In Sir Edwin Arnold’s Tenth Muse, and Other Poems, jt 

is “ The Story of the Snake,” from the Mahabhara • ^
well illustrates the Hindu fatalistic doctrine of Kar _ tj,e 
snake kills a boy, and is reproached. The snake w  put 
blame on Death, and Death on Kala, the god of &°a ^  ¿or 
Kala speaks, and declares that neither the snake, den * > 
he is to blame. The boy killed himself.

The Karma of this child did kill this child ;
No other cause was there that brought its end :
Of Karma ho did die. That which he wrought 
In many lives ore this, led hereunto 
Implicitly.

For will makes deeds,
And deeds make Karma, and the Karma makes 
The outcoming. As when ye press the clay 
This way and that, and see it harden, so .. ¿t 
Men for themselves shape Fate. Shadow and Ug 
Are not more surely tied each unto each 
Than man to Karma, and to Karma man ;
Therefore perceive and ponder. Therefore kno 
Not I, nor Mrityu, nor the Snake, nor she, ,
The Brahman mother, brought this death abou >
The child did bring i t : it was his doing, his,
Fixed from the flowing past, inevitable.

Science and Theology
Theology of the old stamp, so far from encourag jgach®3 

love nature, teaches us that it is under a curse._ (]isgUst' ’ 
us to look upon the animal creation with shuddering geĈ  a-' 
upon the whole race of man, outside our narro' iure a 
delivered over to the D evil; and upon the laws oi be)’ j 
large as a temporary mechanism, in which _ we 11  ̂ joyfu, 
caught, but from which we are to anticipate cb 
deliverance. It is science, not theology,_which^ ^ a3 the.

to

all this : it is the Atheists, Infidels, and Rationale 
are kindly called, who have taught us to take fr®s desp'sj 
in our poor fellow denizens of the world, and 
them because Almighty benevolence could not p .̂e o' 
to admit them to heaven. To the same teach inj-> e'’e;i 
the recognition of the noble aspirations embodie oDop°R 
form of religion, and the destruction of the ancien 
of divine influences : and it is science again that a ,.... ---------------- J.4.J ........i—  4.» .a... in whip11..

,d

t

invoking miraculous interference to conque1 “"ggS- 
Stephen’s “Freethinking and Plain Speaking, VP•

MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.
ool-

August 11, Failsworth ; 18, Leicester ; 25, L i' eI’J) ^ tbe‘ j. 
Mr. Putnam will return to New York on S®P 

fore friends who have not engaged him shout of _.g 
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies nearqj MfqoH
above towns requiring week-night lectures sbo
for Mr. Putnam ..o visit them when he is in thei 
the Sunday.
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A KIRK MANAGER’S ESCAPADE. CORRESPONDENCE.

AnPfgjFsode occurred the other Sunday, in the United 
Went f rIan Church here, which gave greater entertain- 
the ■ • 6 congregation than either the maunderings of 
l i s t e r  anent heaven and hell, or the melodious 
¿Ion '¡op ^le choir as to Moab being their wash-pot, and 
as a 1 j most convenient place to cast their shoes ; while, 
g0s , uuject-lesson showing the remarkable power of the 
°Hg » m keeping men sober and of good report, it stands as 
This 1 brightest and most unique upon their records. 
oDe if8,Uicular Sabbath there appeared at the kirk door 
necpaf , leading managers arrayed in the tall, but 
do» j’i’y hat, full o f the Spirit and worship written 
him t< y °n visage. In vain did the plate-watcners coax 
DlakerV>r^ ,Urn borne; inside the kirk he would go—his 
steadi] 11 ai need of him ; and inside he went, stalking 
*0r'VaH aisle. Seating himself, he threw his head
and h f leani«g  upon the book-board, lurri hat still o n ; 
looked'-°re ^ le shocked congregation could count six, he was 
dost f In the arms of Morpheus. Immediately began the 
a b u ’RTtful stertorous snores that ever emanated from 
convnl 8U nostril. The audience smiled, smiles became 
Hey CS1V»> smothered, choking laughter ; in vain did the 
the p r‘ beitch (the minister of that other religion called 
°ccasi(fe\ hirk, who happened to be officiating on this 
louden en(teavor to bawl the sleeper down. Louder and 
tied v ?,rew the sound. The worshippers could have been 
at last f1, s*;ra'vs at thus witnessing the unequal match, till 
most th.® mau of God lost his Christian patience, and, in 

Christian tones, roared out : “ Stop that man.” 
Uoudl ’ ■ the delinquent had looked up, he might have 
man T,y rePlied : “ Man ? Ca’ ye me a man ; I’m no’ a 
indiv’-id™ f  manager of the Kirk !” However, at last a mild 
n 'vas dkt rose, and, touching the somnolent one, told him 
the reni turtdng the people. I cannot exactly vouch what 

Was> hut the Glasgow Evening News had a short 
'Wha.fj . *n which it stated he testily yelped o u t : 

I the fire? whaur’s the fire?”
rshj,  ̂ . d that the erring gent has been seen at the

We]i ti’ i’P'ug business since, quite awake, so that “ all’s 
that ends well.” S. C.

“ THE” BOOK.

Off, Blessed Book ! Oh, Glorious Book ! 
Seeking to save our souls alive ;

” hy is it that our reason’s glow 
To stifle ever thou dost strive 1

In thee, Oh Book of mystery vague,
We place implicit confidence ;

With boundless faith absorb thy love,
And never ask for evidence.

’Tis said thou’rt written by the God 
That guided Israel of old ;

Lo if we nq’er let doubt creep in 
We’re sure to bring up “ in the fold.”

Oh, Book ! thou’rt truly Godlike in 
Thy wisdom and thy purity :

Which may explain why, of thee, much 
Is best left in obscurity.

Ph.V contents point the inference 
That he who’s called thy author, Book !

•n morals and in knowledge must 
Up to the human being look.

This being so, we then declare 
This earth has had enough of thee.

Hie thee hence ! Thou art not fit 
To be in our society.

Then, without thee, the throbbing heart 
Of all humanity shall burn

With love of Truth, and Science grand,
And swift the wheel of Progress turn.

Our minds shall never crystallise :
Each opening thought shall welcome find.

Au-hail tno day that ushers in
The Heaven of Reason for mankind.

T hor.

^te^2,rce between Church and State should be
Barfield.

A RADICAL PROGRAM.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ TH E FR E ETH IN K E R .”

Sir,—I know yours is not a political paper, and that you 
seek rather to mould ideas than to model institutions. But 
at the present time, when everyone is talking politics, we 
Freethinkers might look round and see if the Liberal 
discomfiture cannot be made to subserve the interests of 
Freethought. I think it can. Let us point out to Liberals 
that the Church is practically united against them. Let us 
urge them to go for the Church. There is no more crying 
injustice than the absence of religious equality. Not only 
the Welsh and Scotch, but the English Church must be 
disestablished and disendowed before religious equality is 
won, and the attack should now be made, not on the out­
works, but on the citadel. With this would be associated 
the beginning of reform of the Lords, by relieving bishops 
from their temporal duties in the Upper Chamber. A stout 
propaganda against the Church would attack the Con­
servatives on their weakest side, and if Sir William 
Harcourt is not the man to take it up I hope that John 
Morley or Mr. Asquith will. A propaganda for religious 
equality should be started, which will not rest until all 
churches are equal, blasphemy laws and Sunday laws are 
abolished, and theology is banished from the domain of 
politics. Perkin W arbeck.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

Sunday-school Teacher—“ Can any boy tell me about 
Good Friday ?” Little Boy—“ He was the felly what done 
work for Crusoe.”

Rev. Dr. Scowler—“ What a large number of young men 
you have in your congregation. Do you always have so 
many ?” Rev. Dr. Howler—“ Oh, no. Last Sunday evening 
I announced that to-night I would preach a special sermon 
to young women.”

“ Suppose, Bobbie, that another boy should strike your 
right cheek,” asked the Sunday-school teacher, “ what would 
you do ?” “ Give him the other cheek to strike,” said Bobbie. 
“ That’s right," said the teacher. “ Yes,” said Bobbie, “ and 
if he struck that, I’d wallop him !”

“ Beg pardon, sir,” said the passenger in the skull cap, 
tired of the monotony of the journey, and desirous of scraping, 
an acquaintance with the man in the next seat, “ are you 
travelling for some house?” “ No, sir,” replied the other. 
“ I am not in business. I am a Universalist preacher.” 
“ Shake !” rejoined the man in the skull cap, heartily. “ I’m 
an agent for a fire-extinguisher myself.”

Olive F. Gumby, in the New York Post, says : “ Visiting 
in North Carolina some years ago, I was urged by a colored 
attendant to go to a camp-meeting near by to hear an 
‘ edication ’ (educated) preacher. I went; and this was 
part of the sermon I heard : ‘De Bible is a wery ole book, 
my brederin, a wery ole book. It neber was fixed no sicli 
fashion as it is now een de old days. It used to be print on 
rolls what could be mash up een a mighty leetle size. Saint 
Paul, he lub de Gospel dat much till he swallow one ob dem 
rolls. Dat make de scribe certify dat de word of God was 
een him.’ ”

Ho reports another preacher who, with his eyes fixed upon 
the ceiling, appealed strongly to the Lord to appear before 
the wayward sinners, who would not hearken to the word 
and come forward to the mourner’s bench. “ Come down, 
Lord ! Come down !” shrieked the preacher in an agony of 
entreaty; “ we’s a-’pendin’ on you to come right now and 
convict dese hardened hearts. Come right down t’rough de 
roof ; we’ll pay for every plank you bus’ off.”

Theological Humility.
Theology crushes us into nothingness by placing us in the 

presence of the Infinite God, and then compensates us by 
making us divine ourselves. Man is a mere worm, but he 
can, by priestly magic, bring God to earth ; he is hopelessly 
ignorant, but, set on a throne and properly manipulated, he 
becomes an infallible vice-god ; he is a helpless creature, and 
yet this creature can define, with more than scientific 
accuracy, the precise nature of his inconceivable Creator ; 
he grovels on the ground as a miserable sinner, and stands 
up to declare that he is the channel of divine inspiration ; 
all his wisdom is ignorance, but he has written one book of 
which every line is perfect; and, meanwhile, that which 
one man singles out as the divine element is to another the 
diabolical, so strangely dim is our vision, and so imperceptible 
is the difference between the infinite and the infinitesimal.— 
Leslie Stephen.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices oj Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Milton H all (Hawley-orescent, 89 Kentish Town-road) : 7, musical 

selections ; 7.30, W. Heaford, “  The Problem of Evil.”
Battersea Secular H all (back of Battersea Park Station) : 8.30, 

social gathering. Tuesday, at 8.30, dance. Thursday, at 8, committee.
Cam berw ell  (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 

Charles Watts will lecture.
Open-A ir  Propaganda .

Battersea Pa r k  Gates : 11.30, W. J. Bamsey, “  Is the Jerusalem Star 
Inspired ?”

Camberw ell (Station-road) : 11.30, A. B. Mo3s will lecture. 
Camberw ell Green : Tuesday, at 8, a lecture.
Clerkenw ell Gr e e n : 11.30, a lecture.

• Deptford  B r o a d w a y  : 6.30, C. Cohen will lecture. Thursday, at 8, 
a lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, a lecture.
Finsbury Pa r k  (near the band-stand) : 11, a lecture ; 3.15, a lecture. 
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, a lecture. Thursday 

at 8, a lecture.
H yde  P a r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, a lecture ; 3.30, a lecture. 

Wednesday, at 8, a lecture.
I slington  (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, E. Calvert, “ Is 

the Old Testament a True Eecord of Events ?”
K ilburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, a lecture.
K ingsland (Bidley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, T. Thurlow' 

will lecture.
L am beth  (Kennington Park) : 3.30, a lecture.

• Mile End W aste : 11.30, a lecture.
Old Pimlico Pier  : 11.30, a lecture.
B egent’s Park  (near Gloucester Gate) : 3, a lecture.
T ottenham Green : 3.30, a lecture.
V ictoria P a r k  (near the fountain) : 11.15 and 3.15, 0 . Cohen will 

lecture.
W ood G r e e n  (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, A. Lewis will lecture ; 

7, a lecture. Thursday, at 8, 0. Cohen will lecture.
COUNTEY.

Blackburn : 3, business meeting at secretary’s house.
D er b y  (Pollicott's Dining Booms, Market-place) : 6.45, a reading. 
L iv e r po o l  (Oddfellows’ Sail, St. Anne-street) : 7 ,0. Doeg, “ Genesis 

Committee meeting after lecture.
M anchester  Secular  H all  (Busholme-road, A ll Saints) : 6.30, T. 

Barlow, “  The White Slaves of England and their Emancipation.” 
N ew castle -on-T yne  (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street, near 

Grey’s monument) : 11, G. W. Foote, “ Secularism and the New Parlia­
ment 3, “ How Stands the Bible N ow?” 7, “ Did Jesus Christ Ever 
Live ?” 8, adjourned annual meeting for election of officers. Monday, 
Aug. 5, Excursion to Morpeth, from Central Station at 10.15.

Sh effield  Secu lar  Society  (Hall of Science, Bockingham-street) : 
7, select entertainment.

Stockton-on-T ees (32 Dovecote-street) : 6.30, business meeting—im­
portant.

Open-A ir  Propaganda .
Bristol  (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, W. Treasure, “  Christianity 

and Society.”
Ch ath am  (comer of the New Brompton-road, High-street) : 11.15, 

A. Guest, “  Bible Tragedy and Comedy ” ; 7, “ Eecipes for Happiness.” 
D e rby  (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—August 4, m. and a. 

Victoria Park, e. Deptford ; 6, Camberwell; 8, Wood Green ; 11, m. and a. 
Victoria Park, e. Edmonton ; 15, Wood Green ; 18, m. and a. Finsbury 
Park ; 22, Wood Green ; 25, Manchester.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Botherhithe, London, E.—August 4, 
Camberwell; 11, Westminster; 18, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammer­
smith ; 25, m. Clerkenwell, a. Victoria Park.

T. Thurlow , 350 Old Ford-road, E.—August 4, Kingsland. Sept. 15, 
e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.STANTON, the Peoplo’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; ou 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d .; extraction, 
I s . ; painless by gas, 5s.

COALS! COALS! COALS!
MESSBS. FBANCIS E. WOOD & CO. are supplying good Parlor Coal 
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. 6d. per Ton. Hot Kitchen Coal, 14s.

B. Forder says: “  They are remarkably cheap and good.”
W. J. Bamsey writes : “  I  am well satisfied with your Parlor Coal.” 
Miss Vance says: “ They are excellent.”

Orders to 206 York-road, King’s Cross. Depots all over London.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.”
M onthly , P bice  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Forder.

August 4,

Now Ready, 12 pages, price Id., by post ljd., 

AUGUST NUMBER

TH E LITER A R Y GUlDE>
Containing a four-column “  Literary Chat” with

GEORGE WILLIAM FOOTE.
Also Reviews of recent Rationalist Publications, Jotdno 

Gossip, etc.
Order with your “  Freethinker.”

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Strcej^___

CHARLES W A T T S’S W OR&S‘
THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPAliED

WITH OBTHODOX OHBISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 7p
SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON-

IS JT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE WANTS OF max- s!1d 
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (HalifaN’ ¡,sd 
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J- (jariieBet' 
Colonel B G. Ingersoli, and an Introduction by Helen B- 
Is., by post Is. 2d. Qp

A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT’S “ TACTIC
INFIDELS.” 6d., by post 7d.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d. ^
CHRISTIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND

FLUENOE. 4d., by post 5d. p j -
WAS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL

FOBMEB? 4d , by post 5d.

oft
AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIAN THEISM:

IS THE MOBE BEASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.
THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL 

BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d., by post 4d. p flV E '
SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCT

3d., by post 4d. VfiN
HAPPINESS IN HELL AND MISERY IN HEA

3d., by post 4d. t-CDA^'
THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SUM

A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 41. r- ntf9’
BIBLE M ORALITY: Its Teachings Shown to be L°

dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post o$ •
SAINTS AND SINNERS: WHICH 1 3d., by post4 ' t
EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d-, by

4d. ly to
IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE 1 *  e

Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d. . . it/
CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILISATION. Why Chris

is Still Professed. 3d., by post 4d. nost4®’
WHY DO RIGHT? A Secularist’s Answer. 3d., Pttcr t® 
THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Lc 

the Bev. Dr. B. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post ^
EDUCATION : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by PoS* ^ lA R 
SECULARISM: ITS RELATION TO THE b

PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 2£d „  f O »
THE EXISTENCE OF G O D ; OR, QUESTION

THEISTS. 2d., by post 2Jd.
THE BIBLE UP TO DATE. 2d., by post 2$d. ^

Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, L on d on ^ ^

“ T h e  Clacton Tea-Table» gV
TOW N H ALL BUILDINGS, CLACTO N -O N '

Spécialité—  Is. Ordinary, 12.30 to f  » nartme°t3 
’ea fresh for every customer. Furnished Ap

Also “  Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier
Proprietor, IL ^ ^ —

F O  FREETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen L SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate Pn°®?{or, 1* H ftf 
tyle and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste l ^ ‘atcon^ea 
lastle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street).
:ading Freethinkers.

Price Twopence,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the
By  J. M. WHEELER.

A Demonstration of the Biblical Doctrino of Devils- 
Or circulation among Christians. 

London: B. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, i' O-

gu:¡talU 0
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
B °M E  CON SU LTATION S— 10  a.m. to /  p.m ., ios. 6d.;

6 p.m. to 8 p.m ., Js. Patients Visited.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
t*°n» Bilí Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa -
Colds ChUSno S’ Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
The Itch ^ omP̂ a n̂ts» Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms.

& 5 P » l  ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Hair a n d on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
for the t v * "*.ana£ement, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice 
£°ugh p- ’ *or Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Tumourc 1Ii?worm* Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, 

etc.

C o ^ p i C A L ^ E S S A Y S .  Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
5*P*cted n  *Ĉes. on Tío More Death, Management of Young Children, Un- 
? Undred y0rnest*c Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
»/tractive YV\rS' to ImProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
âricóse V * Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,winter ®°.^s aud Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,

"lercuj-y ° Û a> Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

s S W t t  ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Jjfijk as p^^tcles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
^isoning. Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
»t.uer Artfrl10nic*/ Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
H1Ce. Chick6S so ^ ure ° f  Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
uerpes /'j, if1'1 ox> Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
Criza, Sciatittern °r .^ u n&les)> Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 

ca» Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.
Con,* UICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Te^ged rpt^ ® s on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for 
'T>°enail V  raining. Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
i^hache l2n Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,
f^olicls, p’t°re Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
VV°unds » Panting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting, 

7^e’ p. rns» Scalds, Bruises, etc.
jjyp tVe Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

^>^Takerŝ  M E D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to

JJlET ITS CAU SE A N D  C U R E . Post free for 7d.
C O N g T j^ ^Ü IG E S T IO N . Post free for 7d.

4ll tJle UĴ P T I0 N  : ITS N A T U R A L  C U R E. Post free 7d.
bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

A l!0 civPi ^ IP H LETS FOR YO U N G  M E N . For Postal Order for rs. id. 
ill M A R R IE D  W O M E N . For Postal Order for i s . 2d.

rnrriB''nications to be addressed to—
4 s . DR. T. R. ALLINSON,

Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.t h e  b e st  b o o k
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

: m o r a l it y , or t h e  t h e o r y  a n d
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

leo By j .  b . HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
*a9*t, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt Uttered. 

Price It., post fret.
at08* itt °rfder tLe information within the reach of the poor, the
.l °Sa pek„  Pana of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 

l°ren r m S  P03t free 2d. Oopies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
h Nat’ iree-
V^PMet lona  ̂^ form er  of 4th September, 1892, says : “ Mr Holmes’ 
SS^hsian' ,1 ’ ' B an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
¡1% ,  ^eory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
tar''"Sian ’ 8Pec*al value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
11- in h i.aU3e ani  ̂to ^uman well-being generally is just his combi- 
tan *°r fam'i>a?T*Be*i °f a plain statement of the physical and moral 
low “e ttcur A imitation with a plain account of the means by which it 

Bnooiu?’ an,i an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
A  ( C 81We prices.”

S,8rs have „1 of tha Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and 
e Trad«3180 8P.°hen of it in very high terms. 

ttr order. ^PPlied by R. F ord  SR, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O 
J ( ^  8hould be sent to the author.

^ ^ 0 L ME3, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

Rendell's “ Wife’s Friend”
ie u'j.hy Mrs. Besant in Law o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr. 

IW r Châtre t ' S handbook, P- bl. Made solely by J. PULLEN, 15 
a‘*tie8). p ’ Llerkenwell ; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 

* or particulars send stamped envelope.
tNits of 1 M P O R T A N T C A U T I O N .
hlan ijl'ls <1 p em8s imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 

Slhly :n, ™adell & Oo. ”  and “  J. W. Rendall ”  being speciously and 
p  roduced to deceive the public.

° K F0R A utograph R egistered T rade Mark

No. 182,688.
/ ^ I n
1 If as°n’

V'14.11k h- n /  nuge>witb Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. (id., 4s. 6 
ty ’ itt’sjQi'. "aifrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d

° N bach  Bo x , w ith o u t  w h ich  None a r e  G e n u in e .
^r- ^ yrin ge , with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.

t '" i  Qn1 . H rowaer, is. za. uumpuuuu
* ' R F xi Inine ■P°wder3, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

°ELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

THREE LECTURES
BY

MR. G. W. FOOTE
(President of the National Secular Society)

AT

ST. JAMES’S HALL
( B A N Q U E T I N G  H A L L ) ,  P I C C A D I L L Y ,  

LONDON, TV.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11th—
“ The Use and Abuse of the Bible.”

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18th—
“ George Meredith : W riter and Teacher.”

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25tji—
“ Religion in the Light of Science.”

Chair Taken at 7.30 p.m.

ADMISSION B Y  TICKET ONLY.

Tickets Is., 2s., & 5s. Course Tickets Is. 6d. & 3s.
Obtainable at Tree’s Ticket Otfice, Piccadilly ; and at 

28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

302 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post free,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
[Second Series]

BY

G. W . FOOTE.
C on ten ts  :—

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God’s Day
Professor Stokes on Im­

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S’w’elp me God 
Infidel Homes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
Pious Puerilities 
“  Thus Saith the Lord ” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

Christianity & Slavery 
Christ Up to Date 
Secularism and Chris­

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A  Lo9t Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

An Easter Egg for 
Christians

Down Among the Dead 
Men

Smirching a Hero 
Kit Marlowe and Jesns 

Christ
Jehovah the Ripper 
The Parson’s Living 

Wage
Did Bradlaugh Back­

slide ?
Frederic Harrison on 

Atheism 
Save the Bible ! 
Forgive and Forget 
The Star of Bethlehem 
The Great Ghost 
Atheism and the French 

Revolution 
Pigottism 
Jesus at the Derby 
Atheist Murderers 
A Religion for Eunuchs 
Rose-Water Religion

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Handsomely bound in cloth, post free 7s. 6d.,

B I O G R A P H I C A L  D I C T I O N A R Y
OF

FREETHINKERS OF ALL AGES ANO NATIONS.
BY

J. M. WHEELER.
“ The Dictionary has involved enormous labor, and the compiler 

deserves the thanks of the Freethought party.”—National Reformer.
“  The work will be of the greatest value.”—Freethought.
“ At last we have (lie long-wanted means of silencing those Christians 

who are continually inquiring for our great men, asserting that all great 
men have been on the side of Christianity.”— Truthseekcr (New York).

“  The most important Freethought work published this year.”—De 
Dageraad (Amsterdam).

“ A  good and useful work that was much needed.”— Commonweal. 
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-street, E.C.
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LOOK AT THIS!
TALK OF THIS!

ACT ON
IMMEDIATELY. '

THIS!

You never saw such Goods at such a Price.

10,000 YDS. OF trouserings
In every conceivable Color and Design in the very Finest Cloths.

THESE MUST BE CLEARED AT ONCE,
And if the readers of the Freethinker could all see them at this moment I could

C L E A R  T H E  L O T  IN T H R E E  M IN U T E S .

NOTE THESE THREE THINGS:

1 s t
2nd

In one week we have taken over 200 orders for these Goods.

We ask for one trial only. If you are not satisfied, we will return your money in full and allow y° 
keep the goods.

to

3rd
__________________ ____________________________ ___________________________ _________________________________________________________________________ T  fie
The Two Worlds, July 19, 1895, says: “ Read Mr. Gott’s advertisements on the cover at the hac • -s 9 
makes you very liberal offers, and, judging from our experience and the testimony of friends, 
man of his word.” _______ **

LOSE NO FURTHER TIME,
But send in your order, and give full particulars about the Color and Style

of Cloth you prefer.
PRICES.

Trousers to Measure 9s. per pair.
Three Pairs Trousers to Measure for 25s. Gd. 
Six Pairs Trousers to Measure for 48s.
One Trousers’ Length for 5s. Gd.
Three Trousers’ Lengths for 15s.
Six Trousers’ Lengths for 27s.

TROUSERS.

A, Round Waist over Trousers .
B, Round Seat.............................
E  to D, Inside Leg Seam...........
F to  O, Full Length of Trousers.
H, Round Thigh.........................
/ ,  Round Knee.............................
J, Round Bottom ......................
Please say Lined or Unlined.......

(Lined 6d. extra.)
Side or Cross Pockets..................

INCHES

8 0 0  D R ESS L E N G T H S
AT BARELY HALF PRICE.

Three Dress Lengths for 21s.,
INCLUDING Tjrp(

HABIT CLOTHS, TWEEDS, CASHMERE, FIGURES, SERGES, DIAGONALS, DARK, ljI(r
AND MEDIUM SHADES.

Printed and Published by G. W. Footk, at 28 Stonecutter-sheet. London, EG.


