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MR. STEAD'S “ JULIA’

Li. W. T. Stead is a characteristic figure of the present
a8e- He typifies what we may call, for want of a technical
the enterprise of common journalism. Board schools
ave taught everybody to read—and alas! too many of
em to write ; and all sorts of scribes are ministering to the
mterary tastes of the multitude, who require something to
Dtorest them without giving them the trouble of thinking,
ttiongst the purveyors of this mental pabulum, Mr. Stead
Beasiy first: The Werk exactly suits his faculty and
¢ herament. Mentally he js just on the lovel of the
he addresses. Ilis advantage over them consists
for' Certji'n restless energy, which some peoplo mistake
shallonthUSiaSm+ H° is interested in many things, and
itj °'vinab of them. Even if ho had the mental power,
i ,oubtful whether he could sit still long enough to
hut » 1L an™ Pr°per sense of the word. lie does not think,
the "G”aS Noughts ; and as that is just the condition of
avereat rnass  *-be public, it is not surprising that ho is
projr™ Sliccessful journalist.  Ono might say of Mr. Stead'’s
opinj,,Ctlons what Lincoln said when ho was asked his
,°f a certain book in great temporary vogue :
~ people like that sort of thing, | should say
*be sort of thing thoy'd like.”

neVer "lero is one thing your enterprising journalist
Uever °eS n°ver fights a forlorn hope. He has
Sectiona"” conv*ttions which arc not shared by a large
IUinorif,0% Pubbc. It may be a minority, but itis a
going. Your enter-

jouriialist is always on tho look out for “a felt

1 = Qﬂﬂléager to supply it; and this peculiarity is tho
inf tO all Mr. Stead’s avatars. His genius has had many
C(fienations’ and will probably have many more; but in all
h a,”lhe WHL retain_a keen eye, to, tha main chanse: 1o
\3V7 Wapd profita_ble knack __of Ieagin@ on to a__ moYe
IS attracting attention, and of becoming its
He is incapable of creating a wave of public
u j.8t>1ut no ono equals him in riding upon its crest-

U 18 breaking, when he flies off to a fresh adventure
ItWas  once broughtcinge @loseucontact. withuMus Stead.
~ 1 (kje ' Otime of tho “ Trafalgar-square riots.” Much
Sir Charles Warren, and was indignant at his
fisht the London Radicals, | saw that wo could not
'beta. P°lice, and still loss fight tho soldiers behind
~tation rat 4110 risk of misunderstanding and misrepro-
8ilare< . tr'cd to drag tho Radicals away from Trafalgar-
N nlv 0. 1S lisant shrieked against that policy, and was
in iR eR0ed byl ¥ir. Stead, whowadthen hiting the
A5 betw "l'eNe>and who saw “ good copy” in bloody
.Sid ne Gen tlle People and tho polico. For my part, |
1 'lid /ler have said to others “ Go to tho Square,” |
herOw® 6ad “ Gome.” Mr. Stead was full of “ Go,”
~ould” uo * Geme " abeut im. 1 seen saw that his
0 at a window of Morley’s Hotel, while tho

jJ”estnan.

tie
v, be e,

& °n " ero being truncheonod in tho roadway. |theém beforehand.
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And ever since then | have smiled at Mr. Stead’s eulogists,
especially when they have trumpeted his “ courage.”

Students of human nature will not be surprised to learn
that Mr. Stead is a sentimentalist; indeed, he is almost a
crank. Set anything “ occult” before him, and his eyes
widen like saucers. He sniffs up the mysterious as a
devout Catholic sniffs up incense, and with the same
mixture of spiritual and sensual ecstasy. He patronises
Theosophy and goes maudlin over Mrs. Besant. Ho also
dabbles in Spiritism. And in all this ho is sincere—that
is, as sincere as he can be. But tho enterprising journalist
is not suppressed. Many other people coquet with
Theosophy and flirt with Spiritism. “ Go to, then,”
says Mr. Stead, “ I will start a magazine for them, and
they shall buy it; and I will make it ghostly and creepy,
so that other people with 1nerves’ may buy it likewise.”
And the result is Borderland.

In the July number of this curious publication there is a
heading “ Is Man Immortal I’ It appears that an American
nowspaper syndicate has been putting this novel question
to a number of gentlemen who know nothing about it,
although they pretend to know a great deal. One of these
is Mr. Stead himself, and his answer to the question is
printed in full, while extracts are given from the other
answers, which are illuminating “ seven millions of readers ”
in the land of Yankee-Doodle.

Mr. Stead does not know whether man is immortal, but
ho does know that the soul survives tho body, which is
really an “ encumbrance.” And how does Mr. Stead know
itl Why, in this way. Suppose you had a friend who
emigrated to America, and thatyour friend sentyou letters
and telegrams; would not that satisfy you that America
existed, and that your friend was still living 1 Very well,
then; Mr. Stead had a friend “ Miss Julia ------- " who
“ emigrated to tho world beyond the grave scarcely four
years ago.” He has not seen her since, but others have.
She appears to be shy of Mr. Stead, but she sends him
“ fair speechless messages,” by using his hand as an auto-
matic amanuensis. To look at him while he is scribbling
you would think that he was writing, and your opinion
would be confirmed if you saw the stuff afterwards. But
you would (of course!) bo mistaken. The hand is the
hand of Stead, but the words are the words of Julia.

It is a common superstition that ghosts know what is
going to happon; although our only definite idea of fore-
sight is prediction founded on experience. Ghosts appear
to know the futuro by intuition. Accordingly, Mr. Stead
tells us that Julia has given him many a “ tip.” She has
informed him “ confidently of events which were to occur—
events which were scouted at the time as impossible, but
which nevertheless actually took place.”

All this is very edifying, but it would be still more
edifying if Mr. Stead would give us an opportunity of
checking his prophetess. He i3 sufficiently cautious to
disclose none of her predictions until they are realised.

jBut it would bo more satisfactory if he would disclose

Our calculations would then bo in no
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peril of disturbance by Mr. Stead’s aberrations of memory.
There are oven other aberrations which are not beyond the
limits of conceivability.

In another part of this magazine Mr. Stead refers to a
prediction made two years ago that “ the Liberals would:
be left in a minority of over 100.” The same prophet
predicted that “ after Lord Salisbury got his three-figured
majority he will in three years’ time pass a measure of local
government for Ireland, which will be Home Rule in all
but name.” Whether the bad grammar be Mr. Stead'’s or
Julia’s, we may reasonably assume that the predictions are
hers. And what predictions they are! Why, hundreds
of people have said that the Tories would pass a Home
Rule Bill in disguise. It is almost a commonplace of
political prophecy. The “ minority of over 100 ” is a good
guess, but it is no more. Had the prophet known, she
would have given the exact number.

And this Julia-Stead nonsense is the world’s new pledge
of immortality!

G. W. FOOTE.

NAPOLEON'S RELIGION.

(Concludedfrom p>age J>0.)

Napoleon’s phenomenal intellectual capacity is admitted on
all hands. His words often have the sharpness of a sword.
“ Half measures are always dangerous.” *“ Hazard nothing,
gain nothing.” “ Speeches pass, actions remain.” Scorn
dominates sometimes, as when he says: “ No government
so tyrannical as one calling itself paternal.” “ The kitchen
is a fine accessory to government.” “ Men are rare.”
“ People in general are but big children.” *“ There are
rattles for all ages.” “We must laugh at men to avoid
crying.” “ From the sublime to the ridiculous there isbut
one step.”* “ Fortune is an arrant courtesan.” *“ Wash
your dirty linen at home.” “ Wo can march quicker when
we march alone.”

His utterances on religion are of this serious cynical
turn : “ In all countries,” be said, “ religion is useful to tho
Government; it should bo usod to control tho people.”
Again he said : “ Nothing more debases a nation than
religious despotism.” “ The decadence of Italy dates from
the moment when the priests would govern the financos,
the police, and the army.”

Tbe intimate alliance of the Christian religion with political
tyranny he noted in saying : “ The French people, in order
to obtain a constitution founded on reason, bad to conquer
eighteen centuries of prejudices ” (Moniteur, vol. xXix.,
p. 90). In Egypt he told his soldiers to co-operate as
cordially with believers in the Koran as with Jews and
Christians, and to show tho same respect to their muftis and
inmans as to archbishops and rabbis. He himself observed
the feast of Ramazan, realising the verse of Voltaire on
Zaire, that ho is “ a Christian in Italy, a Freethinker in
Paris, and a Mussulman on tho banks of the Nilo.”

When First Consul, Lafayette urged him to give equal
liberty to all sects, placing them, as in tho United States,
outside the Government, ho observed: “ Lafayette is
right in theory, but he always believes himself in America.

The Catholic religion prevails here. Moreover, | have
need of the Pope, and ho will do whatever | wish.” He
disliked sects, and idealogues were his Ute noire. “ An

established religion,” he remarked, “ is a kind of vaccination,
which, in satisfying our love of the marvellous, guarantees
us against quacks and sorcerers ; the priests are worth
moro than the Cagliostros, Kants, and the rest of tho
German dreamers.”

Speaking of his soldiers wearing the turban when in
Egypt) e said : “ Collectively, an army may well pretend
to be of any description of worship, but it should in this
obey the orders of a general-in-chief, who is as much the
organ of his country as the flag is its symbol. Yet it
would be odious for tho soldiers individually to each deny
the beliefs and faiths of their fathers, to improve their own
position.” He found his own policy confirmed, not by
the words, but by the deeds of priests"in all ages.

* This was taken from Paine, who says in his Aye of Reason:
“ One step above the sublime makes tho ridiculous, anil one stop
above tho ridiculous makes the sublimo again.”
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At St. Helena lie said : “ Theologians of all religions are
according to their passions, their authority, or their capll ’
a certain elasticity to the law of Moses, to that ot
Christ, or of Mohammed.” .

Napoleon sought to, and did, utilise religion m. 1
matter of his coronation, his divorce, and the conscript'
He considered it as a buttress of his own é
and at the time of the Concordat observed :
the insolence of the priests who, in sharing auth® »
with what they call the temporal power, rcs®Q
to themselves all action on the mind—the noblest Par
man, and take it on themselves to reduce my Pal ~
physical action. They retain the soul, and fling m® O

He wished to be head of the Church as well a®
the State. “ You will see,” he said, while negotiating"?
Concordat, “ how | will turn the priests to account, * '
first of all, the Pope.” Parodying Voltaire, h° satd

io Pope existed, it would have been necessary”
create him”—-viz., to give a spiritual sanction to his ~
authority. He let the clergy know they were servan »
tho State. When the curé of St. Rocli refused to fi"U
opera dancer, he published in the Moniteur: “ The ~
bishop of Paris orders the curé of St. Roch in a retrea
three months, in order that ho may bear in min *
injunction of Jesus Christ to pray for one’s enemies.
Church was made the hand-maiden of the Statlg.

All Catholic children were taught to pray or and serﬁ

Napoleon. “ For God has raised him up for us m tin

eril, that he might restore public worship and the
Eeii i67 of our fathers:-ahd -bdits protedtor! alne say

“ Every boy and girl in each parish recite this to the

or cure after vespers in their tiny voices as a com@ifide
ment of God, and of the Church, as a supplementary”™"y
of the creed. Meanwhile the' officiating priest grav-v
comments on this article, already clear enough, at every
morning and evening service; by order he preachgg ¢,
behalf of the conscription, and declares that itis a; jie
try to escape from it, to be refractory ; by order, 4p,l],ltest
reads tho army bulletins, giving accounts of tne bis
victories; always by order he reads the pastora ~ |y
bishop—a document authorised, inspired, and correc in

the police............. ‘You must praise the Emperor m ~ a
your pastoral letters,’ said Real, Prefect of

young bishop. ‘lell mo in what measure. N
know,” was the roply. Since tho measure can

prescribed, it must bo ample enough.”

Napoleon said: “ Popes have committed t0° :goW'
absurdities to be believed infallible.”* Yet it was ~ 7e
attempt to subjugate the Pope which led onware» gi0
claim for infallibility. He has left on record his P poru
be head of the Christian Church. “ If |l had return ~ m
Moscow victorious,” he said, “ I should have exa igid
Pope beyond measure, surrounding him with p ~ II®
deference............. I would have made him an 1
should have dwelt beside me. Paris would ha\/Olli b
tho capital of tho Christian world, and"*i o'rlfg,-
governed the religious as well  the politil foyisfigt U
would have had my religious as WeH &® my lcftiaBivi
sessions ; My souncil would have represented Cm  j wlu §
the Pope should have been only their president;”®
have opened and closed theso assemblies, app jne »n
published their decrees, as was done by Consta  wbp
Charlemagne.” Here wo seo tho quality ~ eS-bi®
Napoleon outshono the great generals of ‘ jnan0
imaginative daring. It may seem strange tea N oe\d
such soaring mind and dauntless ambition 3 ~jntrH >
have questioned the great god-ghost bogie. ™ bine>
with all his clear, direct view of the thians fie nQUltiV
was in matters of speculafive phﬂ'osop'ﬁ'y'tbu%aan uf:]im "

Corsican. “ Who made all that T Sa.tiSﬁetisfi(B) for

complete answer to Atheism, just B i 2

time, the merestchild. So ho remained a Deist- clail®
Las Casas rgpeFts |3 ek saivfrig = “ Everything! I'%Itt)?

the existence of a God—that cannot bo questin’ 1IC

religions are evidently the work of man.

so many 1 Why has not ours always cxis b)y@

it consider itself exclusively the right ‘o> @ |>llﬁj'

becomes, in that case, of all the virtuous
gone before us1 Why do these rcligiprﬁBe;f e
exterminate one another ? Why has this
over and everywhere 1 Because men

*
are

ft
. . les croire »«
Les Papes ontfait trop de sottises pour
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?S T Pr'es*s have ever and everywhere introduced fraud
falsehood.” He said that his incredulity did not
lwf Nom perverseness or from licentiousness of mind,
from the strength of his reason. Yet, added he, “ no

1 noan answer for what will happen, particularly in his
ji m°rnents. At present | certainly believe that 1 shall
Wa WIitMout a confessor.” His doubt on the subject was
to lpant®& hy self-knowledge. But it was rather his desire
giy with all the éclat which the Church ceremonies could
the return of faith which, after his trying illness,

lg}ereMn_] to receive on his death-bed the sacrament from

"% Vignali. J. M. W heeler.

OUR VIEW OF THE BIBLE.

19}
sulj- s®cre criticism to which the Bible has been recently
Chrip < ”as educed many intelligent professors of
then to considerably modify their opinions as to
WhiiatUre and authority of the alleged “ sacred writings.”
Zetish® Baan”™ °i the °R1 orthodox believers still retain their
refls n°tions of the Bible, the more enlightened Christians
Mocie accept it as “ the very word of the very God.”
'Minot" thought has so impressed their minds that they
bas v ?ui>m* either to the authority of a tradition which
bistorfl- ad climes and ages, or to a Church whose
and sp”f'Sa record °f blunders, compromises, falsifications,
thean ?ontra<lictions, which probably are unequalled in
prefegaa s °f any merely secular institution.  Such persons
revelat' ° lemaan Christians by believing that God’s saving
Gic  I0n to mankind is made in tho Bible, and that every
reverem read 7or Himself if he studies the volume in a
c°Pyist Pmyccfnf spirit. Thoy admit many errors of
sPurio»S re”Cct many passages, and even books, as decidedly
Nin tly'tan” re»ard many others as doubtful; yet main-
Shffieieni’ ad.Eductions made, there is left a clear and
bftouch i, 'nc message, whose essential character is
byiln 101 by any of the errors or defects, and unchanged
Vow °V jle vari°Us readings,
fake fif ~ bhough this is termed the “advanced view” to
‘beory «ib'e, it appears to us to be the most illogical
biorof,,. a Christian can hold upon the subject. The
SV Protest;mt bibliolater is consistent in his blind
w 1on  reason to faith, and the Roman Catholics are
in their blind submission to tradition
Jbings ®&mstical authority ; for they both seek to reconcile
faith, f' (W1 are essentially irreconcilable—reason and
Jle tiatup0] ~ugbt and revelation, liberty and servitude,
fbefata and the supernatural. Such a theory is open
~Mlard fEjection that it makes man the measure and
~NPernatn? , ®°d; setting up certain Scriptures as
Itb'tratri la an(l divine, then subjecting them to the
wb® A t o f human nature and reason. Each of those
(i 'I?"I'tin taiS fbeory says in effect: “ Hero are books
taif -° conkiin the word of God, and | believe they
I"n; 't but mixed with it are many vain words of
A do, 0 ore what suits me 1 shall consider divine, and
’Eu‘eal{)g, ].- n°b s'iit me | shall reject.” Numorous clever
7Oii™agjC]-1Ve Yeen made to smooth away this sharp self-
Pe L r?» faraswe are aware, and as was to
filled ev. ' n°f orle bas been put forward that can be

P Hé’l]y'P ausiblo by any candid outsider.
‘Action \)\)\Ne rear(l the Bible as a merely human
gliding in the faults, and errors, and
T[>eable (L common to ancient human works, the

jaere i8 'Vs of old being the infancy of mankind.
© « fC rv ? jf* pages that is very objectionable in
i'ton» "ai< decidedly foolish and vicious in sentiment.
cha a W | aS We believe, an emanation of the human mind,
tolticter «VnlUst necessarily contain something of a useful
tot" 'ft  ,0Ur duty 5 to ex@mme Rs~Tontents fairly,
Mbarmn® better parts, and to roject that which is
tot tfO'tr sta"t Wdb the genius of tho times. We should
T °irs, "Uard of judgment tho value of tho writings,
Vi reC5t°\ ed authority.

tfyjy Oro re® to the Old Testament, it appears to us to
Out~ns, ai i“"™t valuable, ;is representing the earliest
“VNMWerai' ¢ N gradual religious development, through-

H(l .been Qlturies, of a nation which seems always to !
bo~re, Ur|!sU,ar abd whose religious convictions were,

’ UaPI]lly intense. The work of any one man, I
great his genius, cannot have the historical
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interest of a national work like this, composed of treatises
written at various periods, by men of very various minds,
but all to a certain extent controlled by the same great
national traditions and expectations. In many respects
ihese various treatises are incongruous, for in the develop-
ment and decadence of a nation, as of an individual, there
are very incongruous phases ; but inconsistencies fatal to
the claim of Divine inspiration, which should have been
immutable throughout, give the greater historical interest
to these writings, as the productions of men whose leading
inspiration in most cases was the destiny of their own
people.

The great legislator who stamped this peculiar character
upon the Jews—which, in spite of all aberrations and
calamities, has preserved them a distinct people to this
day, scattered among all nations for many hundred years,
yet merged in none—appears to have been Moses, though
we are by no means bound to accept the legends of his
miracles and the forty years’ wandering in the wilderness.
And here it may be noted that those who see something
miraculous, or, in other words, the hand of God, in this
distinct preservation of the Jews conveniently forget that
the ten tribes who were carried away by Shalmaneser,
King of Assyria (2 Kings xvii., xviii.), so completely lost
their characteristics, and blended with the nations around
them, that not a sure trace of them can be found. Specula-
tive writers, indeed, have identified them with nearly
every later people, from the Aztecs and Red Indians to us
English. But no satisfactory evidence of such an identifica-
tion has been produced.

Two things are notable as pervading the Old Testament
from beginning to end, equally conspicuous in Moses and
David and the latest of the prophets. First, loyalty of the
Jews to Jehovah was always to be rewarded by prosperity
and dominion in this life, in their land of Palestine and its
borders; disloyalty to Jehovah and the worship of other
gods, by calamity and servitude. Secondly, the patriotism
enjoined and cultivated in the Jews was so exclusive as
to mean scorn and hatred of all other peoples about
them, whom they were not only permitted, but commanded
and urged, to drive out, to enslave, or even utterly to
destroy. The old Jewish God was a jealous God, who
hated all other gods with an abhorrence precisely
proportioned to the abhorrence of the Jews them-
selves for the Gentiles. He was a stern and solitary
autocrat, who would allow no rival near his throne;
differing herein essentially from the social and easy-

natured gods of tho Greeks and other Polytheists. His
character undergoes very considerable changes in the
interval between tho Pentateuch and the Prophets. In

the former the sins of tho father were to be visited upon
the children unto the third and fourth generations; in the
latter everyono was to bear only his own sins. But, in
both alike, mankind are in his hands as clay in the hands of
a potter ; he is an irresponsible Eastern tyrant, savage and
implacable against all who do not worship him alone ; and
the only people for whom he cared were the Jews. Such
is tho narrow, intense, pitiless patriotism of the Hebrew
Old Testament.

Coming to the Now Testament, we find remarkable
changes. It professes to reveal to us the very Messiah
whom the Jews certainly expected, and whom thoy expect
still, and aro likely to expect a very long while yet. They
were undoubtedly right in rejecting Jesus of Nazareth as
this Messiah, even if we allow that there was such an
historical person as a nucleus around which tho gospel
myths gradually clustered. The Bible states that the
promised Mossiah was to restore the kingdom of the twelve
tribes of Israel in glory and prosperity, in their own land
of promise ; and no one can pretend that Jesus did anything
of the sort. He found the remnant of the two tribes, the
kingdom of Judah, subject to the Romans, and left them
subject to tho Romans; and, so far from attempting to
deliver his countrymen from the foreign yoke, his only

political advico to them was the galling and absurd
command: “ Render unto Ciesar the things that are
Ciesar's.” No amount of unsubstantial talk about a new

Jerusalem in the heavens and a heavenly kingdom can
romove this monstrous disparity. Let us do the Jews
justice: their promised Messiah has certainly not yet
come, and it is gross ignorance and insolence upon the
part of the Christians to try to persuade them that he has.

The “ higher criticism ” has shown that most of the
books of the New Testament are not trustworthy, either as



468

regards their' genuineness or their authenticity. Un-
accredited and;undated, many of these books were slipped
into the Canon, while countless other gospels and epistles,
with claims of equal worth or worthlessness, have been
excluded. The books which composed this New Testament
were first circulated at a time when the critical spirit was
non-existent, and when true believers accounted all
forgeries in favor of their religion not only permissible,
but praiseworthy. The amount of falsification prevalent,
which can be demonstrated even now, when so many of the
required testimonies are lost, is astounding, and even
appalling, to one who newly enters on the inquiry by
studying the work of some competent and impartial
scholar.  Of these falsifications and uncertainties the
ordinary Christians know nothing; and the learned
Christians, who are thoroughly aware of them, are any-
thing but anxious to point them out to their ignorant
brethren.

Setting aside the absurd pretension that the New
Testament is a “ divinely-inspired ” book, we acknowledge
that it contains features deserving of admiration. Its two
great drawbacks are, that most of its ethical teachings are
impracticable, and that its writers held the delusion that
the end of the world was at hand. Looking for this daily
and hourly, they naturally gave no attention to the
improvement of this world by social or political reforms,
any more than one would plan repairs in his house if
persuaded that it was to be burnt down very soon. Their
only care was to be ready for the kingdom of heaven, and
for this belief in the Lord Jesus Christ was all-sufficient.
Hence, while we find in this book many noble moral
sentiments, it is worse than neutral, it is bitterly hostile
to that scientific Secular spirit of prudence, free thought,
free action, social effort, by which we hope to make a
happy life for man on earth. Charles Watts.

TAMPERING WITH TRUTH.

“ The profoundest of all infidolity is tho foar lest tho truth bo
bad.”—Herbert Spencer.

Amongst all disputants, and, in fact, amongst tho mass of
men in any community, there must be at least some
common accepted standards by which differences can be
measured. We must—all of us—havo a definite starting
point; we must build from some definite foundation.
Thus, for instance, every man, whether he be an Atheist or
a Christian, a Buddhist or a Bonze, accepts the proposition
that things which are equal to the same are equal to one
another. Each of them accepts, also, tho proposition that
two and two mako four, and that murder is wrong. |
merely instance these at random. Thero are thousands of
other propositions wo all agree on, and | am strongly
inclined to think that the most oxtremo Atheist and the
most devout Christian agree on infinitely more points than
they differ on. That, of course, is no reason why we
should not continue to investigate and compare our
differences, however.

But in addition to the axioms | have enumerated on
which we all agree, thero is another most important
proposition that wo all should agree on, and the discussion
of which is the object of this article. That proposition is,
that demonstrated falsehoods must not bo believed, and
that the truth, when fully known, must be accepted.
This proposition rests on another truth—viz., that the
acceptance and tho acting on the truth can never bo
otherwise than good, and can never cause evil or disaster.

Manifestly, it would be impossible to hold any disputa-
tion, say, with a man who did not accept tho fact that two
and two make four. Controversy would be out of the
question. In the same way, how is it possible to discuss
with a man who, when you have demonstrated tho truth,
will not accept it, on tho ground that tho falsehood is moro
consoling or more beneficial, and that tho acceptance of tho
truth would cause unhappiness or ruin 1

An Atheist, say, and a Christian argue on tho assumption
that when either has convinced tho other—by appeals to
reasons and axioms which both accept—that other will
admit his error, and no longor hold the opinion ho
previously held. Otherwise tho discussion would be
objectless.

THE FREETHINKER.

July 28, 189~

But there is a school which is making itself 'L~
important, and is attracting great attention latterly,
does not apparently accept the proposition ti?ggdea of
renders discussion possible or profitable. The MSted
this school are not, apparently, sure that demonst
error may not be essential to race progress, and, 1l
that we must discuss and investigate, not with the 0,
of arriving at tho truth, but with the object of bn »
some belief which it is expedient to hold, whether
true or false. :

These wkemarks have been suggested by the |rriterest
excited by two recent books which have been haile t
acclamation by the religious world as apparently the
up-to-date expositions of tho basis of religious faitn.
books I refer to are Mr. Kidd’'s Social Evolution an .g
A. J. Balfour’s Foundations of Belief. Both of these™
are ominous of tho line which the defenders of re  jrG0
taking up, and it is a line which ought to make si
religionists anxious for the future of their »
Whether sincere rationalists either can rejoice a js
weakness of the religious defence whon thatwe . ntrldi,
purchased by a wide dissemination of a distrust m »
is questionable also. For the sincere religionist an »
sincere rationalist—in fact, the sincere man of anysc
thought—agree that the truth, when found, 1M cj&S
accepted, however disagreeable, or however it mal

with preconceived opinions. , tre
Now, it is not my intention to review at

two books t have named; forthathas"been e i

in these columns. But | merely wish to examine tIh icye

of their teaching, in the light of the remarks

made. What, then, is the net teaching of Mr. K& an

It is in reality that certain forms of belief anltind

important function in helping the progress of nlyuC or
As to whether any of theso forms of belief are -nion,
false, Mr. Kidd studiously avoids expressing an ? njSy
whilst some of them—viz., Buddhism, Mohamm n
Mormonism, etc.—he would undoubtedly concede

Here, then, we have put “or'v r]iCdenl
accepted by tho religious side, as the bes, qgttedli
“ scientific ” defence of religion, a book which a e
discusses the utility of what the author .consl,, *1 auth®.1
some falsehoods, whilst it is very possible t ~ Jej5
considers all tho beliefs whose sociological func £idds
expounding are not true. Tho effect of " Vj pby
proceeding is naturally to suggest that (imper' I
have a use, and a very good use. This is really * ffOlilo
with truth, and the result of this mode of W11/
be to shake all sincerity and, the natural instinc
which finds its highest satisfaction in knowing”.™ [\W
We are further, it seems, to_ pursue our Saminif] dlid
mythology and comparative religion, not by exa
genesis of the religions and seeing how they g hdpdd*
by what soil they were nurtured, always keinf e M0°
our research by the light of the real fl(ar;%\ilxélr?;%’\ Pl\/*o
possess  wo are, acco_rdlng to the discu55|yng b
now in vogue, to begin—and end—by
1function the religious beliefs we are investiga™” jf
in the history of the people who held them- ~ certae
find that a certain nation, under tho influence »

belief, won military glory or commercial sue bep”
to write volumes on the “ functions” of the ~

whilst never hinting or concerning ourselv® . n,js 1

whether it bo truo or not. Such, by impnc™ \We'd

style which is suggested by recent develop®® " jgg—
to take “ beliefs "—no matter how absurd of

many positive unchangeable facts, pretendl]”~ichb
that any function—benoficial or otherwise ppgic
ever fulfilled depended on the fact that is
held them hold them as part of the truth. (

5]

Turning from Mr. Kidd’s to Mr. Balfours (0] gsiég
the underlying proposition of The Fontl(a < abo>l, s
really, but an elaboration of Voltaires in fa "N\s

necessity of inventing a God ? Mr. Balfouv”~ t b°
far from boing sure about his “ foundations ~ Nat'pCj
us ho can satisfy himself of tho inadequacy ~ its ™ J

FwA FiavD Beckly fviam of the adlglidey ~ t2 il ~ £0L

nents. “ Man,” says Mr. Balfour, *

science by itself is ablo to teach us, i® 1 Joir 0J .
cause of the universe, tho Heaven-descen egard la(b>§°i
ages." But Mr. Balfour would like still VO\\Do #
the Heaven-descended heir; so, instead Nojs * Mlsw
“ natural science” is wrong whon it tells i » J

Balfour says, in effect, “* Hang natural scie
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? writes under the pen-name “ John Oliver Hobbes,”

Mr- Balfour’s book some time back in the Weekly
» * Put the case perfectly. “ Mr. Balfour,” she wrote,
en be compared to the Friar John in Rabelais, who
T~uraged his followers in going forth to battle by saying :
m °f a charm by way of prayer that will preserve a

10111 the violence of guns and all manner of fire-
, aP°ns and engines, but it will do me no good, because I
lifenot ceHeve in it ” That hits off Mr. Balfour to the

1

t*? iodeed, it is noteworthy that these two books
dar-1" and Mr. Balfour's—should be of such a
JofaCter  ~ bas been we”™ sai( that an interesting

J¥ pn(j weuld be that in which a questioner should ask
ii. , our. “ This religion which you defend, do you
AN WUQye it
have It Is certainly memorable that the two works which
aa)e fr&ed most stir in religious circles, and have been
acclamation by almost every religionist, from
a}]]e Ttead 6 fiR editor of the Tablet” should beso-queskion-
°gie ard in sincerity. Mr. Kidd—possibly sincerely
and aiously reasoning on the folly of trusting to reason
ress «ending by a process of reasoning that a process of
nin, ning cannot decide the question Mr. Balfour spin-
v U f.ans? in defence of that in which no one believes
T Ur believes—they are pretty pillars of a faith
adi! .tough history has been buttressed by ignorance
TheShCerity at evelx r.. .
ontj. tact really is, that religion has been fairly beaten
refu nd of Truth. Putting simply the question, “Is
Sid" tru€? there is really only one answer that any
by ®an who examines the evidence can give. And
tre ‘i*Non | mean the various beliefs in what is called
th0so ?WPernatural ” and tho ceremonies flowing from
(Uesti e le's- But, seeing they are vanquished on tho
<O m |°f the .truth or falsehood of their creed,
to Shi?/6 «'0Ver if less sincere religionists are seeking
religj the ground of the dispute to the question, Is
tiess. 1 It is a shuffle that displays their weak-
en this ,, OOUrso we know that religion can be beaten too
~ecauso™rern¥ “or tt will not take much to show that,
ttonjg e religion is false, so it is expedient. But for the
Wil hi - re~gmnist who adopts the Balfour-Kidd tactics
J? a faass of existing prejudice on his side, and
their itli yrwise straightforward people will begin to drug
N'idish I v intO tho opinion that, after all, even if their
Mr. , chefs be false, they may be very useful—doesn’t
'dfour . Say "hey keep society together, and doesn’t Mr.
Hat sun' r'10 "hat they supply the needs of man, and that
It nius} > Slhe needs of man must be good 1
Hat oUJ, ;,e emphasised, however, that this tricking with
Ighest, f t to be the most solemn truths is treason to the
Slch and'l J0St Meals °f man. And it must be known as
e tva branded as such by everyono who values truth
'hiloAv!.n a petty victory for a petty creed. The best
) m/ "Matever sprang from the brain of man is not
Ol uplv t° ‘e an(i the phitesephy which requires lies
eral pofs 10 suPP°rt it is a centre of intellectual and
fbcerity _?Uwhich saps and kills all vitality of thought or
? pot w,v*aC=2n' ~'bis thimg is true, or ik is false. WEe&
o Want to know is it useful, does it “ supply neu s,
' functions.” We cannot hand these beliefs
SPoct 1 Played with by clever dialecticians, or made the
An 1°n T'0L Paradoxes by self-condemned “ scientists”
Ptesent e bas asked, in lines peculiarly appropriate

corner.

Vv N w utha
khv  Will

I¥°u-deft o L .
official fingers, and your politician’s skill 1

°r £ i Wev°’r, the thing that is, is stronger than all the
*veta gers and tho argument-JuggIers and 110 inn.
Itthe tﬁbyée priests. An wo might say, in conclusion,

cWi,, utbo mass of men are j(‘rgﬁ{ X0} themselves the
I» an evidenc
h@arce will tho word- Jugglers bav . conventiona

thou i tar insincerity has eaten ., Whenthought
i«ir] dthat the insincere bookispra m ~  politicians
cpa 'apd things arc known for what they a” writing
°Vay will find somo other reciu undermine the
effect of which largely 1 . m~cront faith in
tCip~T”erence for truth, and shak , n fieing—that

tbsu cfaithsharedby every sincci ~ useful and
N ~Nedge Of whatis true isright, « 8 » ~

s i?S boe» — ’

farthing rush-light, to bo pinched out whon
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NUDE WORSHIP.

The thirteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St.
John has an account of a supper at which Jesus Christ
entertained his disciples. The same relates that, when
he had eaten all he wanted, or all there was in sight, he
laid aside his clothes, took a towel and girded himself, and
proceeded forthwith to wash the feet of the brethren.
Two customs of considerable antiquity are supposed to
have their origin in the proceedings of this occasion, one
being the communion and the other the washing of feet as
a religious ceremony. Now another feature of the evening
is found to have had a theological significance— namely,
the removal of the clothes. And why not1 The master
of ceremonies evidently had some reason for appearing in
the nude, and, whatever it was, those who cannot under-
stand may at least imitate, as they do in many other
instances. Hence it occurs that in Omaha, Neb., a sect
has arisen which, while retaining the communion and
pedobaptism, has added thereto the bath in the altogether.
The New Testament account does not tell whether or not
ladies were present at the doings described, but the Omaha
sect takes it for granted that they were, and so the
brethren and sisters worship together like Adam and Eve,
and profess not to be ashamed to do so. Their rites
consist of a bath, after which the souls of the worshippers
repose together and drink in the love of God, as a devotee
describes it to the newspaper men. A peculiar theory of
this sect is, that the love of God emanates from neither
the heart nor the brain, but has its rise in the bowels and
in the adjacent organs of continuity ; and they hold that,
as brethren and sisters should bear testimony openly to
what God has done for them, the nude exhibition and
contact become a divine command. There is any amount
of scripture to be quoted in support of the practice—twice
as much as there is for some religious observances that are
enforced by law— Sunday-keeping, for example, which is
almost entirely destitute of Biblical authority. In the
first place, the only perfect beings the Creator ever had the
kindness to locate on this sphere were habituated to nudity
all the time they were perfect; and it is plain enough that,
if any would become like them, the first necessity is to

strip. Again, whon David blessed his household he wore
no clothes. Likewise Saul, when the spirit of God came
upon him, “ stripped off his clothes,” as the inspired book

puts it, and did not resume them for twenty-four hours.
Micah, too, believed that, by discarding the habiliments of
civilisation, he could appease the divine wrath; and Isaiah
walked naked and barefoot for years. Woman had not
enough influence in Bible times to affect the destiny of the
universe by anything she could do of her own motion;
still, if Bathsheba had kept her bloomers on, there would
have been no savior along the line of David. Passing
thence to Solomon, observe the language of his Song.
True, there is no doubt (ohellno) that here we have Christ
addressing his bride, the Church, and the Church responding;
but at the same time their descriptions of each other are
so iiiinuto and circumstantial that we know at once that
their observations were not impeded by conventional
attire.

Tho doctrines of this new sect are especially adapted to
tho purposes of seaside and arboreal camp-meetings, and
also to the warmer latitudes, where its missionaries would
find the timber peeled ready to hand.

— Truthseeker. George E. Macdonald.

Christianity, Which, if our accounts be true, threatened
to seduce large numbers of people from their allegiance to
the orthodox creed, was practically extinguished among the
Jews themselves by the death of Christ. They could not
possibly believe in a crucified Messiah. Only a very small
band of disciples persisted in adhering to Jesus, justifying
their continued faith by asserting that he had risen from
the tomb. But it was no longer among the countrymen of
Jesus, whom he had specially sought to attach to liis person
and his_doctrine, that this small remnant of his followers
could find their converts. Neither then nor at any
subsequent time has Christianity been able to wean the
Jews from their ancient faith. The number of those who,
from that time to this, have abandoned it in favor of the
more recent religion has been singularly small.— Viscount
Ambtrley.
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GOD AND NATURE.

Professor George John Romanes has left a palinody to
the world—viz., Thoughts on lieligion, edited by Canon Gore.
Where the carcase is the vultures appear. He speaks of
the religious instincts of humanity, and, treating them as
scientific phenomena, he opines that their existence is an
argument for an objective reason of religious fact (!),
because nature presents us with no analogy for such
instincts existing in vacuo, and without reference to any
reality outside the subject. Nature abhors a vacuum.
We know what nature is, but who knows anything of
God ! They are not connected. “ Les deux ne se disent
pas." Nature communes with all men, palpably; God
communicates with a few favorites, schemers, and mystery-
mongers, whose hybrid religions have well-nigh ruined
mankind. Nature speaks to us in unmistakable accents;
the lessons taught by her are salutary, and readily under-
stood. Not so the so-called words of God. The very
language in which they were uttered is a dead one. As to
a correct translation and interpretation, the most learned

men of all denominations differ more or less. The very
origin of these so-called revelations—cui bono 1—is
doubtful. Honest thinkers, men not connected with

clerical authorities, boldly assert that they are a fraud—a

cruel fraud—for they have set millions at variance, and

been the cause of diabolical cruelty and bloodshed.
Charles Kroll Laporte.

WHERE ARE THE WICKED?

A serious explosion on the footstool had occurred,
And the flames ran up his garment to the throne;
And though no personal damage was done unto the Lord,
The Recording Angel’s office soon was gone.
And when he saw his day-books and his ledgers all ablaze,
He wrung his hands and cried, “ What shall | do!
When Javeh comes to know it, the Devil he will raise—
I will go consult good Mo, the crafty Jew.”

Soon to earth came the recorder, by advice of Holy Mo,
And visited the graveyards every one,
In hopes that he would find beneath the names of so-and-so
The evil and the good that they had done.
But behold, in ev'ry burial-ground from pole to pole, he
found
No wicked person e’er had been interred,
For on ev'ry slab of freestone or marble above ground
Not a word to aught but upright lives referred.
“ Alas " exclaimed the registrar, “ where are the wicked
dead !
No stone records that they have ever been ;
Yet sins by billions | have Ixioked—where are the sinners
fled ! \
Not a trace of their existence have | seen.
It seems to mo Jehovah has been cruelly misled ;
That wickedness was prevalent on earth ;
I've read a trillion tombstones placed above the pious dead,
And every one records their honest worth.

“ But where will God’s chum, Satan, find the wherewithal to
iU _
The pit of which Jehovah made him king!
Whenho_lld Gabe gets out his trumpet and tootles loud and
shrill,
ri And Knox with Mary dance the highland fling!*
The Lord must start creating a dill'rent kind of folk,
Ami give them to the Devil as his due,
Wherewith the pit that's bottomless to plentifully stock—
That peace may ever reign between the two.”
T. Clark.

Nature docs not countenance any theory of the original
perfection and subsequent degradation of the human race ;
and the supposition of a frustrated original plan of creation,
and of later important endeavors to correct it, is as incon-
sistent with divine omnipotence and wisdom as the proposed
punishment of the human race and the mode devised to save
some of them are opposed to justice and morality.—* Super-
natural lieligion," lit., 572.

* John Knox, remonstrating with Mary, Queen of Scots, Haiti :
“ There’'ll ho nao dancin’in hell/’ To my thinking, she was a
~cesible lass to have her reel when she had the chance.
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THE WOMAN'S BIBLE.

A Frenchman, having heard of Mrs. Stanton’s Proigjil
Woman's Bible Sumps to the conclusion that it is a 1K
Version, and nof, t wilt beacommenlefexpects

it will read like thls —

“On the sixth day God created woman, and callled her
name Eve.

“ As she was weary in the Garden of Eden, and fell |ﬁlﬁ
from fatigue under a palm-tree, the Lord took one or
ribs and made of it aman ; and lie called his name "y alffer

“ And Eve, when she had looked upon her husband) a,”
she awoke, made a curious grimace which clearly sigiil '
‘What is this fellow doing here ? W

“ And she added to herself, ‘ | was alone, and consequ”™ e
tranquil, in this beautiful garden, all of whose fruits, j
mine ; wherefore has this spoil-sport been sent me! ™
shall have to divide with him. A nice gift, surely 1

“ And with a prophetic glance into the future she iOrere
the quarrels, the hair-pullings, and the divorces that
henceforth to be the lot of coupled humanity.” N

A little further along we read this passage, which rs
once a revelation and a revolution :(—

“ Nevertheless, on his part, the man became weary “ut
He had not yet invented baccarat and horse-racing)
bad instincts, rising perversities, began to agitate him-~.»

“ He had been given permission to eatall the savory
that Paradise produced in abundance, but he quickly b
tired of all these good things. :ngle

“"Now he had been forbidden to taste of the fruits p| . Of
tree, an ordinary_apple-tree that probuted U tre
detestable flavor—which fact caused Adam to fregm

V|C|n|ty of that particular tree. lucke™

One day, not being able to restrain himself, he P j.Js
an apple, and, without even offering a single bite
com),anion, he ate the whole himself. j the

“How well we recognise here the vile taste a
abominable egotism of man ! poll’

“In punishment for this disobedience they 'vecntEve
banished from the terrestrial paradise, and the innoc
suffered for the guilty Adam. for the P{,"S

“ So, during the ages, the woman shall pay
that the man has broken "

MIRACLES : LEGENDS OR MYTHS ?

to

Dr. W. 8. Crowe, in the Non-Sectarian, ?uwHwiristal
explain the growth of the miraculous in the ' for
system. Some of this he attributes to exaggei‘a 9

even natural facts would, by exaggeration, a Q tbe
miraculous air; like the feedlng of five thousan i)
killing of five hundred thousand chosen men m je =

Chron. xm. 1v). Dr. Crowe says: “ Solomon 1L r the
great sacrifice of sheep and oxen at the dedication o »

lemple, but lie did not sacrifice a hundred and &
thousand. Moses led out a large number of Israel”, DO
Egyptian bondage, but not three millions, and he «j, pje

F ort any such host in the wilderness forty ye»*8 f t®
that there was a basis of fact at the Iwttoffh t)e

benS W *healings” KJesus But it is arguable - r

lasis of fact lay in the wonders ascribed to the;ju’ U|r)f
Crowe observes: “ Having credited Jesus with

of healing, the idea was completed by crediting . to>H
ower to raise thedead.” A resurrection was ascribed ~
the sun-gods of antiquity, and the very core of th®
religion was that, as the sun came to life after hi wpr'
mto the underworld, so he had JpO\f/)er to raése Wr _<t®

; 1>mnv words,. f t®

in so many won" tr 6l

unl\a//(egrﬁa' sun- myth Hii? W dt Heb%ew versmtn "\

>urning Fd'y'é"bf thih R Smh?% S ronﬂ %r re&re Y

aP be dallies, is the mmmer Kuu- DelilaH

emerging from which h T~S autu, IItI>tb0 Indian* 2 #

«born, his strength “one t1®F the cold wn'ter”j ,ifl bS

hair grow again wfien | ~‘Cw ,10 was in Prison, of tb°
wintry ice.” m bo broke down the tempi® n

story of Sam8on°Ke

the uniV~lIsun”e”, ebstory be a Christian

Glngofmultitnrii burnln wator into ‘W,
into Hades and the talking on he water, the §,eeC

nonsense if related Iif ur[ectl0“ from the dead, 'vh Q0Otfe

%hoves Jesu 0 ¥ 1U'YZNn Personalﬁﬁ as | ‘;klOd I°
a SW y SLCt-V

There can l)e but little liberty on earth wi>d°®
a tyrant in heaven, -li. G. Ingersoll.
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ACID DROPS.

Y

A  Methodist Times notes, as we also noted, that Sir
j Wiatn Harcourt was turned out of Derby by Alderman
tion «re’ President of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
as n'r'if>-W.”~ e Methodist Times regards Sir William Harcourt
to N Kristian statesman , How, then, is the Derby disaster
a\r exPlained 1 Why, easily. Alderman Bemroso is not
ini - -ist: ho is a Churchman. That accounts for his

dUity. How these Christians love one another !

numk°re elections Mr. Hughes'’s paper chortled over the

Lib i u°f Methodists who were in the field under the

andTu banner. Alas ! they have nearly all been defeated |
the “ sacred cause ” is under a cloud. And the worst of

iotitis too late for praying. The mischief is done, and
Almighty himself cannot alter it.

TrevN Nefiy Mercury thinks the reduction of Sir George
the v y\n'8 Majority at Glasgow “ shows how feeling goes in
PaTwo- aKdnst the party of Separation and Secularism.”
. r William Harcourt belonging to the party of
Utarism ! Who would have thought it 1

argir 'y 8 U Morley has lost his seat for Newcastle, and we
M n'L forAf ~ isa man of intellectual distinction, and
Lit °u»? Commons will be the poorer for his absence,
haveMall r" Morley was to be defeated he might as well
self g p ea without a shadow upon his honesty. He is him-

cigj .reofbinker, and is of course opposed to political and
belief <Iiﬁtiitilﬁes on account of _religius or irreligious
Blas])j Allit when he was heeklell on 'the subject of the
questd™May Laws and Liberty of Bequest he evaded the
suwch Oas- Perhaps he thought it best to say nothing on
of fre j-Mklish subject, without meaning to deserit the cause
hes 108 r when it came to voting in Pdrliament. Yet ho
bein,, ,,,n38 SBat after all, so thmt he gained nothing by not

®Perfectly straightforward.

Hammil, the Labor candidate at Newcastle, gave
decide i°W answers to the questions put to him. He plainly
ujtd8etl' tUs,Aiish to see the Blasphemy Laws abolished
Vteq No doubt there were some Freethinkers who
thon fO,y Mr. Hainmil in consequence. And who can blame
°f denr; suPPorting candidates who recognise the iniquity
he pa Mt,8 them of the common rights of citizenship 1 If
«Cae H,la Pai'ty will keep Freethinkers outlaws until they
'hfitnselv MMiselves “ a nuisance,” the?/ will be forced to make

~ ..es a nuisance. If it is useless to appeal to honesty,

ALt aPpeal to fear.

Atone tiU Nurns just managed to save his seat at Battersea,
n has e? e ae was a Secularist, and wo do not know that

renounced his old opinions. It seems to us,
dire ijttj Abat Mr. Burns ought to bo called upon to make
rM ri* gitand for religious liberty as embodied in the
i raQch ,{ Prosecutions Abolition Bill.” The Battersea
hteryj 1 the National Secular Society should really
Fat. jj ,jlul on the subject. It is their duty to do so
°rthem 13y uentect it, outsiders may have to perform it

Mr. j

amfy yearg8cP °wlands has lost his seat in East Finsbury.
Iw we as® he was a frequenter of the Hall of Science,
av -it is ofUme 10 has still some affection for Freethought,
anfh hitm,,ifl vpry platonic character. He did not even
I'SW , °i Mr. Bradlaugh’s Oaths Act. Instoad of
aifalbw,] i tahle of the House of Commons, as the new

sturdy» jI*weet up and took the oath. Yet heis called

> e

the a€Ver geemed to us to be much “ sturdiness ” about
te>don  gyical members. Still, we did not weep over
Hot roT' eCourage is really the rarest of virtues. It
c°Ur-i("Ull'e very Much of it to go with a big crowd.
. when a man plants himself firmly
ﬁ'.ff J10u> au<l stands alone, if need be, against the
I’J‘bo'o‘t AAPg rate’ there is no particular coura,
ij Lo

ofijU proh”"iliGlh*n is at a very low ebb just now, and

hovilé °Id pi A ehh still lower unless we get a revival

arb nllaugh spirit.  Meo like Rtuait, Gikdoner, and

\ r ' VERY WEIT 1 their way, but they are not

% itturdy  °,fxciteenthusiasm in the people. Radicalism

WiH, i, ?hi days, when it was headed by Free-

~lth his «  radla,ugh at the top of all. inspiring the
jan, ne Mixture of sagacity and boldness.

~king in the British Weekly why it is that

M Gles, ailj c°tsmen everywhere prepare after-dinner
bit W ?"" tahl S4t up images and sing and cheer and even
aher gc *® ((G” thinks they have a greater writerin

“ Deas Cromarty” ventures to say “it is
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the religious note in Burns that fuses and kindles all the
rest, that makes him the voice of the race at its best.” We
venture to affirm the contrary. It is the note of humanity,
the simple pathos and sublime of human life, the freedom
from all cant and hypocrisy, the plain absence of all_the
humbug which goes to make up religion, and especially
Scotch religion, which makes hearts feel akin to Burns an'
vibrate in sympathy with his words of melody all over the
globe. Burns is not a religious, but a liberating, influence,
and the Burns worship is secretly disliked by the men of
God, who feel it has helped to emancipate the once clergy-
cowed Scotch from their influence.

Dr. Parker, in a recent sermon at the City Temple, said he
accepted the Evolution theory. He did not explain how
this was reconciled with the stories of the creation of woman
and the Fall. He combated the notion, which he attributed
to “some men of science,” that man was humbled and
degraded by the animals that had preceded him in the
process of evolution. He did not say who the “ some men”
were. And then there are some men who think with
Huxley that it is the scriptural story, rather than the story
of nature, which is really degrading.

Dr. Griffith John, a missionary in China, says: “It is a
fact that cannot be controverted that both the appetite and
the demand for opium in China have been created by the
introduction of tne foreign article.” Again : “ The opium
trade has been forced by England upon the Chinese, and
that in direct opposition to the moral convictions of the
nation, as well as the honest and long-continued resistance
of the Government.” This must be pleasant reading to
English Christians who send missionaries to convert the
heathen Chinese. _

“ The Chinese,” says Dr. John, “ call us devils, and when |
think of this unprincipled and destructive trade | cease to
wonder at it.” Well, the “devils” are Bible-readers and
true-blue Christians. _

“With unbelief,” says Dr. Pulsford, “ hardness of heart is
always associated.” Yes, in Dr. Pulsford’s mind; but his
mind is not the measure of the universe. One is tempted
to exclaim to these Pharisaic preachers, Doubtless ye are
the people, and virtue shall perish with you !

“ The world can stand anything but a fire-baptised church.
It can stand logic and philosophy, and oratory, and music ;
but it cannot stand plain, common Gospel truth, red hot.”
This appears in the Methodist Times, and we hope it is true.

Curate Jones has been found by a jury to have committed
adultery with Mrs. Worrall, and Mr. Justice Lawrence has
granted a decree nisi in favor of the husband, with custody
of the children. According to the evidence in court, one
meeting between the guilty pair was in a churchyard.
Curate Jones, after osculating his inamorata, went off to
conduct divine service.

“ The name of God has fenced about all crime with holi-
ness.” This line from Shelley’s Queen Mab would be a text
for an eloquent sermon. How true it is let the history of
persecution and oppression bear witness. We see an illus-
tration of it in the remarks of a certain Russian paper on
the frightful assassination of Stambuloff, the Bulgarian
statesman, who, while wishing to cultivate friendly relations
with Russia, was anxious to maintain the independence of
his own country. Stambuloff was murdered at a time when
a Bulgarian deputation was approaching the Czar, and the
Russian paper discerned in this coincidence the manifest
hand of Goa !

Mr. Balfour (not Jabez, but A. J.) recently congratulated
a Lancashire town on having escaped a great danger. That
danger was the threatened establishment of a School Board.
So much for the nephew, who leads the Tories in the House
of Commons. And now let us turn to the uncle, who leads
the Tories in the House of Lords. Lord Salisbury told the
Church party, only a few weeks ago, that it was their duty
to capture the School Boards. Putting the two declarations
together, we have a clear view of the Tory policy in regard
to education. First, keep up the voluntary schools by hook
or crook, and prevent the introduction of Board schools ;
secondly, when Board schools can no longer be staved off,
pervert them to the advantage of the Church. There is no
humbug about this policy. It is plain, straightforward, and
unscrupulous.

Probably the Tories will use their majority in the House
of Commons, without any fear of the House of Lords, to
endow the voluntary schools out of the rates as well as out
of the taxes. Meanwhile it is well to note what is going on
iii the London School Board. An effort is being made to
let the schoolroomsfree to ministers who wish to give the
children religious instruction out of school hours. A motion
to that effect has been made, and, although it was lost, it
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may be successful if it is introduced again when the Tories
are settled down in office.

It is said that it takes more than three generations to get
savagery out of the blood. This seems illustrated by a new
religion started in Fiji, of which an account, evidently by
Mr. Andrew Lang, is given in the Daily News of July 22.
The prophet-founder calls himself “ He who speaks once,”
and runs on well-worn lines. He promises immortality in
heaven to those who believe in him, and lands here below
to those who fight for him. He sells the boon of eternal life
for whales’ teeth, the rates varying from ten shillings to
two pounds’ worth. He thus financed his religious move-
ment, whereof the doctrines were a blend of Fiji myth and
Bible history, now for the first time correctly interpreted.

His story is that two unpronouncable Fijian heroes went
to the white man’scountry, where they were named Jehovah
and Jesus. They were now about to return, drive the
whites into the sea, and redistribute white men’s property—
a most alluring “ programme.” Of course there is a hell for
white heretics and unbelievers. Mr. Lang says : “ The
whole movement resembles that of the Hau-Haus in New
Zealand, who made a religion (like the Covenanters) out of
‘ the fightingest parts of the Bible,” and gave a great deal of
trouble.” For our part, we discern a somewhat close re-
semblance between the new Fiji religion and primitive
Christianity. _

Mr. Gladstone, and, following him, many others, have
spoken in praise of the Christian piety of the late Dr.
Andrew Clark, who, we believe, was a good man, as well as
an eminent physician. But now the Itev. Edward White
writes to the British Weekly, pointing out that possibly Mr.
Gladstone was not aware of his profound belief in the
necessity of reconstructing the Christian faith, on what he
believed to be the primitive belief of Christadelphianism.
That is to say, Dr. Clark did not believe in Natural
Immortality, but that it was a gift of Christ; nor in a
personal devil or everlasting hell, but in everlasting
destruction for all who do not attain immortality in Christ.
This the Rev. Edward White calls “ more Scriptural lines on
the question of Immortal Life.” All we say is, that the
person who thinks he is going to be immortal, while the
mass of people are going to be annihilated, must have cheek
second only to those who believe they themselves are to
have an immortality of bliss, while others have an
immortality of woe.

The Popular Science Monthly, writing on “ The Passing of
Torture,” says “ King Menelek, who is said to have recently
condemned a treacherous page to terrible sufferings by
mutilations and exposure in the wilderness, calls himself a
Christian. The Inquisition was in full blast under the
regis of the Church only two or three centuries ago, and
autos-da-fe were festivals in Madrid down to 1750. Prisoners
convicted of certain crimes were broken on the whoel only
a bare hundred years ago in France.” The P. S. M. does not
mention that it was Voltaire who more than any other man
contributed to the passing of torture from European law.

T. Ubsdell, a newsagent at Clacton-on-Sea, is determined
to save Christianity, if one man can do it. He had been
innocently supplying a customer with the Freethinker, but
on learning the character of this publication—which, if he
had any sense worth speaking of, he might have guessed
from its title—he wrote to his customer as follows : “ After
this week | shall not be able to supply the Freethinker, as |
find that it advocates principles that | cannot assist in
circulating.” We congratulate T. Ubsdell on the strength
of his convictions. It is not every Christian who would
sacrifice a farthing a week for his principles. We are
sorry, however, that we cannot congratulate T. Ubsdell on
the strength of his intelligence. It takes a fool in a
newsagent's shop to see that he is responsible for the
opinions of the various publications on his counter.

Our American contemporary, the Progressive Thinker,
prints the following passage from a recent sermon by the
dev. A. A. Taylor, D.D., Chicago : “ Hell is exactly fifty-two
miles below the level of the sea, and my knowledge is based
on the Bible, as Christ spoke of hell being below, and not
above. |he Bible also says that the sun moves around the
earth, and does not say that the earth is round ; for that
reason | believe the earth to be fiat; 1 have about concluded
that there are many suns, and that we have a new one every

day.”. Some Chicago asylum is evidently about to receive a
new inmate.

Sabbatarianism is growing in Chicago. Barbers’ shops
are now closed on Sunday. But hair grows on human faces
all the same, and the barbers are mocking the law by going
round to their customers’ houses and shaving them for
twenty-five cents.

liev. W. E. Broadhurst, pastor of a Methodist Episcopal

Church in Arkansas City, being accused of immorality!
thrown up the sponge. “ It is due to the public,” he say>
“ that I make this confession. | am a fallen preacher, at
twenty-one years of acceptable work in the Method
Episcopalian Church. | have resisted thousands of teffiP..
tions, but was caught at last.” Parson Broadhurst is H-j
old father Adam—*" The woman tempted me, and I
eat.” He hints that the women of his church were a(va'.
after him. So much for the ethical value of Chris"
preaching! And so much for the gallantry of this PID
tomcat!

“How long, O Lord, how long?” asks a writer ia
Twentieth Century with reference to the wretched con«1
of so many of the workers. Well, we guess it will laC
long as men are foolish enough to ask that question.

The reactionary Education Bill, put forward by the, fo®
while, triumphant clericals in Belgium, is occasioning 1 J
excitement there. When M. de Barlet, the Minister ~
Foreign Affairs, said ho pitied parents who let their elm
wallow in a slough of Atheism, such a tumult arose in »
Chamber that he was forced to resume his seat. Those *
attend the Freethinkers’ Congress at Brussels will hav”
opportunity of seeing how unfortunate are the children ~
wallow in the slough of Atheism, for a review of the in
troops of Freethought will be one of the features oi
gathering.

* if

We hear on every side that the Church has showni” 0
thoroughly partisan in politics, and that clergymen jn
once posed as Liberals have been working might and g.
for the winning side. This is all very well while it * »
but when fortune changes the Church may find stiOwjtb
made a mistake in taking sides, and, if now triumphant
the winners, may some day be abased with the losers.

Father Joseph, a Capuchin friar, of the Church ."ggutli
has been in the habit of going about preaching in the QIS
of France, and attracting attention to his open-air se  Of
by firing off a cannon. He has had the misf°rtl
killing a man therewith, and the too enterprising P1 ugb
has been fined two hundred francs for “ homicide tn
imprudence.”

Pilgrimages are not played out in Italy. More th
thousand travelled from the province of Lucca, hea " ew,
their archbishop, to the shrine of the Madonna at
where they made rich offerings in gold and silver. u w the
waxworks are out of the running when priests take
show trade ; and they all are taking to it, moreorle =

Dr. J. T. Reece, a medical practitioner at k§|”a"d§)y/\
Breconshire, had been called upon to attend a top
burning in a neighboring village, and, as he reacne Dr-
of the hill, he was struck and killed by lightning jNpg
Reece, and the horse he rode, were both discover
dead on the summit of the hill by the parent or pn thus
whom the deceased was about to attend. Provide ~oMet
interfered to thwart an errand of humanity. »
the old farmer said, “ Drat that Providence !”

e good

F. H Groom, in Two Suffolk Friends, tells fnok310
story of an ofd native wHe thought # «Wrong ot lY .ato
go up in a ballune, as that fare (seemed) so buinP gn tF
the Almighty.” It looked like an attempt to P°a
Deity’s preserves.

ding

G. W. N. Yost, the inventor of the typewriter, [JQuid
o the New York Herald, got into the hands ot e
one Henry A. Rogers, who held out hopes of type'ﬁ‘ASb'
communications from the spirit worffl, §Rg résult™ &
Yost is poor, and believed to be daft,

a sumptuous house in West Fifty-Second-street.

says lost is as certain about “ the lies whieh. alb F < m
told him as he is that there is a heaven.” Aft®1 cOpx
only plays a certain phase of the racket which is

game of all priests and charlatans.

An American bishop, B. Turner, has recently ' > 5

length in favor of the theory that Solomon jDy f J
man. Wo have not seen the work, but it ¢ .e word
prove curious reading. Possibly he attributes Op, ftp
the Canticles, “1 am black, but comely,” to « ” is '

not to his lady-love. King Solomon’s mine ,
known, are situated in Africa.

on hooks'?”” "iShoSkelW,lat !s your reduction for f er8y"i »
{¢ergyman?  Christfi*rT Twenty P°r cent, e ®» 10
be- . I'm hnlf tht Uent—“ Not yet, but | ffj?
seminary” Slionkn»?«55™ course at the' the

Half clergyman IriifbCr-~ [hen you can have ten P
ejonan, naif reauction.”
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

July 2S, Milton Hall, Hawley-Crescent, Kentish Town :
dU rle Bible and Local Veto.”

August 4, Newcastle ; 11, 18, and 25, St. James’s Hall, London-

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

0 “aRLES W atts’'s Engagements.—July 28, August 4 and 11,
tion f °H! LSand 25, Milton Hall, London.—AIll communica-
asta tOr ™ r' Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required,

roari tIT?0" an(l addressed envelope must be onclosed) at 81 Effra-
' “ Dxton, London, S.W.

weekASpIEni'—Your I°l1°r arrived too late for notice in last

aj y *freethinker. Nor would a notice have been of any use,

dav iGAowca3tlo polling was on Wednesday and our publishing
J, Thursday. See this week’s “ Acid Drops.”

isr James’s Hall is not in the centre of London, but it

aW ~k~”y accessible. 'Buses run from Piccadilly-circus to
W. 8t Nery part of London.

thinkell™-S (Northampton).—As you are a reader of the Free-
by tjoaf 13 ”"est b° answer your query in this column, instead of
on (A- a8Jou desire. Mr. Foote has several times been questioned
'dieth*3 ®atter. Some months ago Mr. Johnson wrote to ask
ioot0°r. e rumor “ ah over Northampton” was true, that Mr.
TIl0sa"aS com”i? down to speak in support of Mr. Harford.
electio'l10 rumor was “ all over Northampton ” during the recent
to fin]Ji an™ a Wend of one of the candidates was commissioned
lake,] f°Ut whether it was true. Mr. Foote has nover been
letter 0° 8POak for any candidate at Northampton, either by
Mr. j Ojr °bherwise. This was the answer Mr. Foote returned to
n°n.-n nson; and this is the answer he makes now. All tho
Laws =~ candidates were in favor of repealing tho Blasphemy
boote-JIM™ 'n bhe circumstances, it is difficult to see how Mr.
0.j ,, asa Secularist—could discriminate between them,
fact's T 'S— ?loso y°ur cars tO death-bed stories in Christian
oiir j'fi , will find the real facts about Paine’s last hours in
-Beds. Tho story that he said the devil helped
this (r.n fd® tho Age of Reason is one of the many lies told about
him whe freethinker. Tho Christians, who could not answer
. have n “ving, slandered him when dead. It is a way they
Ho. j
ttteroq LOR-r~We n°to that the Christ-an who, a few weeks ago,
apolo,hsceno libel against Colonel Ingersoll has [jublicly
regret at v, In ~he Manchester Secular Hall, and expressed his
Q>vief, , avhig been mislod by the wretch who originated that
A' |= Lie Ibel °nthe Hall of Scienco.
nre<tmveUItK bas rea(l Mr. Watts's “ admirable articles ” on
f'rotectop’ nP°rnts out that, according to Macaulay, the great
r° ®hgkn ?°u °nl> tried to obtain the readmission of the Jews
f hdon'<e . actually permitted them to build a sj4nagogue in
, ktiatio.,! An 8pito of tho strong opposition of jealous tradors and
<L BVrxEfOK?,OglariS-” i
nChaurre  .r O3ton).—Hearty thanks and greetings.
a °rria, w*th the

A

Wo now
Blue Grass Blade, which wo hopo will

Price ) o
Ptblic Y," havo soon the statement again and again in tho
'V do not I ™ ~Mr Viilliiun Harcourt is not a teetotaler. As
Screes Oc . P°w him personally, we are confined to public
>, y not w #n °rmation. If you aro dissatisfied on the point,

'i- LenIT, 67 Harcourt yourself ?

J n°rder, Who -Ji°d°°d advertising in that way. Apply to Mr.
T *ATFEy_,, WI' find you a customer, if anyono can.

T W ° Paragraph. Thanks,

M ¢ agree with all you say.

mratmmwfus taught tho goldon rulo in China; so did
J. t, by most- ,,feoe- The substance of it was taught by Buddha,
Ri:B °fher ancient moralists.
\¢1= tie Caf-R 1- i
K Y'ir quOstio I 0 1@ Church is one ehurch all ovor the world.
ORsov ,n Inust therefore boamswwared in the nogativo.
address ~f.Cook’s-road, Walworth, is rc(Juostod to sond
3 to "Viliam Simons, 12 Wolsey-road, Mildmay-

le Blantl i8n , 8 a nonsensical ovasion to say that the Church of
Afg .T"bat ia ~tate-paid. All its property is hold under a
koan ey volunfl Pavbamentary—tenure. Then look at tythes.
Ws rii,, ary Pourings? They are oxactablo by tho same
'g“_' J60tsh0|:{|yf_ aud taxes. Wo intend to deal with the wholo
J H We can scarcoly see the material for a paragraph in
'ovV iRd 11106 of criticimi
noasidly, hiddAMSFEBBIN writes: “ 1 hopo Mr. Wiso will not
hawve °Pb°d to ,u0UslV pertinacious when | ask him why ho has
EQ;‘R have question whothor opponents at his mootings
i @beﬂj‘«n"t’ boon domandod thoir names and addresses.
u(l ,,"hat'r0l w FePly >n the affirmative, wo in Liverpool will
\E 'LtIT,(- 1 vojassign for his uncomscionable delay.’
, I'E\I\./p ~ n ' Hoote will havo pleasure in “ naming' tho
i? #taA,0 that , @ ®°nd ono of tho lecture-bills whon printed.
L%v. 11 in the atlluo,]t, however justifiable, will not boallowod
tteatfi ' 'I- Wnl al pf£ the dobato botwocn Mr. Watts and tho
rUoot™ a jOnd- All of us should kocp an eye on tho
subordinate our personal feolings.
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Meredith (Birmingham).—Tuesday afternoon is too late.
we are obliged to you for the trouble you took.

W. T. Anderson (Sunderland) wishes to correct a statement in
our last issue. It was not members of the Anti-Infidel League
who disturbed Mr. Foote’'s meeting, but members of the Anti-
Infidel Association. We should be sorry to do anyone an
injustice, and we cheerfully publish the correction ; but we wish
these two bodies were more clearly distinguished.

James Garrow.—Thanks. See “ Sugar Plums.”

H. Dines.—You do not seem to understand our paragraph.
Satire must not be read like an affidavit.

Papers Received.—Progressive Thinker—Light of Truth—Light
—Two Worlds—Blue Grass Blade—New York Tribune—New
York Sun—Brighton Examiner—New York Herald—Accrington
Advertiser—Glasgow Weekly Herald—Truthseeker—Morning—
Twentieth Century—Independent Pulpit—Western Figaro—
Glasgow Evening Times—Single Tax—Liberator—Progressive
Thinker—Kew Mercury—Freethought Ideal—Isle of Man Times
—Public Opinion—Crescent—Post.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor be
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.
Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over
till the following week.

L ecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale op Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :(—One Year,
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
expiros.

Still,

SPECIAL.

Tiie three Sunday evening lectures | have arranged to
deliver at St. James’s Hall, on August 11, 18, and 25, are
now being advertised, and Miss Vance has the tickets
ready for sale. They do not allow a charge of less than
one shilling for any assembly at St. James’s Hall; and as
the experiment will cost over twenty pounds, | must take
reasonable precautions against a loss. The seats will be
one shilling, two shillings, and five shillings. But for the
sake of our own people | have had course tickets printed at
the price of eighteenpence and three shillings.

It must be distinctly understood that no money can be
taken at the doors, and | am not sure at present that it
will bo possible to have any free seats. Those who mean
to attend for certain should secure tickets in good time.

I know that August is not the best time of the year for
such an experiment, but the hall is engaged by others
right through the winter, and | had to take the opportunity
then or lose it altogether. May | therefore ask my London
friends to make a special effort to fill the hall on these three
Sunday evenings 1 It will be a kind of demonstration.
Whilo I am speaking in one part of tho building the Rev.
Hugh Price Hughes will be speaking in another part; and
that in itself should be a kind of attraction.

Ono great advantage of this experiment will be that we
may approach tho proprietors or lessees of other halls
afterwards with a better prospect of success. It will tend
to break down prejudice against us and our propaganda.

While tho pen is in my hand | venture to refer to the
“ Honorarium Fund” opened by a special committee for
tho National Secular Society’'s President. It would be
silly to affect an ignorance of this matter. But all | have
to say about it is this.- | should not like to see the
committee’s appeal in the Freethinker for along succession of
issues. Those who intend to subscribe might do so
promptly, so that I may look at my own paper without
feeling uncomfortable. G. W. FOOTE.
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THE HONORARIUM TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

It will be remembered that at the last Conference of the
National Secular Society a letter was read from Mr.
George Anderson, suggesting that its President “ should be
recouped for his loss of time and money in serving the
party’s interests.” Accordingly, the Conference appointed
a Committee, consisting of Mr. George Anderson, Mr.
Charles Watts, Mr. Robert Forder, and Mr. George Ward,
to consider the best plan to be adopted for carrying out
the suggestion. The Committee met and drew up a
circular, which probably most of the readers of the Free-
thinker have seen.

This Committee unanimously passed the following reso-
lution, proposed by Mr. George Anderson, and seconded by
Mr. George Ward : “ That the sum to be paid the President
of the N.S.S. for this year be £100, to be confirmed,
augmented, or diminished each year by vote of the Con-
ference.”

By this resolution it was the desire of the Committee to
carry out the object, for which it had been appointed by
the congress of delegates, in the most satisfactory manner
both as to terms and amount, leaving the Society to act
yearly in future as circumstances might dictate.

It is to be hoped that what has been done will meet
with the approval of the Secular party, and that its
members will subscribe the required amount as promptly
as possible. Ciiaiiles W atts.

[Subscriptions can be sent to Miss Vance, 28 Stonecutter-street,
London, E.C., or paid to any member of the Committee.]

Subscriptions Received:—

Already acknowledged, £41 12s.

Per R. Forder : J. Denham, 2s. 6d. ; D. Young, Is. ; Bolton
Branch, 14s. 6d.; R. Green, 5s.; S.J.W., 5s.; J. Downing, £1;
Seventeen Stone, 2s. (id.

Per George Anderson : W. Cabell,

Per Miss Vance : W. H. Stevens, £1 Is.;
G. H., 2s. (id. ; W. Johnson, 5s.; G. W., 2s. ;
A. F., 2s. (id.

10s. 6d. ; A. Stanley, 5s
C. Shepherd, 2s.;
C. B, 10s. ;

SUGAR PLUMS.

Despite the heavy rain, an excellent audience met at
Milton Hall on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured
on “ Secularism and the New Parliament.” Many questions
were asked in response to the chairman’s invitation. This
evening (July 28) Mr. Foote lectures again at Milton Hall,
his subject being “ The Bible and Local Veto.” Free-
thinkers in the district should try to bring some of their
Christian friends to this lecture, in order that they may
learn how much the Bible is a friend of Temperance.

Mr. Foote lectures at Newcastlo-on-Tyne next Sunday
(August 4). On that occasion ho will formally open the
Branch’s new hall in Northumberland-street. Local friends
who have promised to subscribe towards the expenses of
this meeting-place are requested to remit to the secretary
forthwith.

Mr. Charles Watts lectures this Sunday evening (July 28)
at North Camberwell Hall, 01 New Church-road. Our South
London friends should rally in full force and give Mr. Watts
a good reception.

Mr. W. B. Thompson, a “ Secular ” member of the Gilling-
ham School Board, has just had a good stand-up fight with
his clerical colleagues. The Rev. R. Morris, the chairman,
moved that the Board schools should be opened and closed
with hymn and prayer, and grace or doxology be sung at
the dismissal before noon. In his sky-pilotship’s opinion,
this would give a good moral tone, and also fit the scholars
for their secular education. This was seconded by the Rev.
W. H. Bowers, and partially supported by two other
members. Mr. Thompson, however, protested. Ho main-
tained that there were other people besides Christians to be
considered. He moved as an amendment that parents
should be notified that the attendance of their children at
religious instruction was purely voluntary. This was
defeated by the casting vote of the chairman. Mr.
Thompson then moved that one moral lesson a week should
be given to the children. Parson Morris couldn’t very well
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oppose that, so it was carried unanimously. Let ui fitiy
the moral lesson will counteract what Mr. Thompson ri&
objected to, on ethical and sesthetical grounds, in

the hymns taught to children.

Referring to the matter of heckling the candidates

the blasphemy laws; the-Fwo Worlds says ~ Reports re»
us from all sides of satisfactory replies to the  ©Stions
to the would-be Parliamentary representatives. Thud®

y weeKs
on

must be forced upon the attention of Parliament.
to deal more fully with it in an early issue. Bast
Freethinker had a valuable article and series of questi
the same lines.”

Mr. James Pender, M.P. for Mid-Northamptonshir™ary
a favorable reply to all our “ Questions for Parham ~ rD
Candidates,” and stated his willingness to support a ' ¢ig
matter by whom introduced, with the object of ®
religious liberty for all. This pledge was ''Ven
Conservative meeting.

Mr. G. J. Warren wrote to all the candidates fo™ (0
various divisions of the Tower Hamlets with resp” il

the Blasphemy Laws and Liberty of Bequest. , j;rected
fourteen only three replied, though stamped, j”es
envelopes were enclosed for the purpose. Mr. jind

Haysman (Mile End), Mr. J. W. Benn (St. George /i®
Mr. W. H. Dickenson (Stepney) gave satisfactory * Uk
Unfortunately, neither of them secured a seat. Bet

to them next time.

Both the Liberal (A. H. Pollen) and Ynionist (K
rne) candidate™ at Walthamstow agreed tn»y “jy ng
ought not to be withheld from Secular Societies. M m J (Je
however, most illogically said he could not supP m "if
Liberty of Bequest Bill; while Mr. Pollen though “stop
God was spoken of irreverently, the law ought to P
to it. Of course Mr. Pollen meant his God.

Mr. A. M. Latham, Liberal candidate in the”"BWj"es’
division, answered all our “ Questions for Cal fullest
satisfactorily, and added : “1 am in favor ot tn
religious equality.” _

Mr. E. H. Pickersgill, in South-West Bethnal G®:I» u of
to Mr. J. G. Neate: “1 am in favor of the ajjberty ot
the Blasphemy Laws, and of the granting of L
Betwmest.”

It is propesed--in-Natur that a national |nen|or|>>1T"ng)l/e
late Professor Huxley shall lie placed in the Natun .eren
Gallery of the British Museum, South Kensmgton ,,Jc]laP
will.. be. beside ..the statues o'f Darwin and of f-
Owen. A meeting has also been held =
memorial at the Charing Cross Hos ital
School, with which Huxley was connected in ¢

adoPr
A very favorable report and balance-sheet 'Pencil-

i) Wne hsilii-yetirly meet of tha. stér B < j gtrc’
W. Tanner elected AN ivh 5% ¥ cuin.-

and it was unanimously agreed to present the la "pebw
with a written scroll as a mark of appreciation.  jjgd tPﬁt
was elected delegate to the L.S.F., and it was ~j0O gppio*
the Branch’'s Annual Excursion be by brake

Forest on Sunday, August 25 ; tickets 3s. ‘D3

A special entertainment and dance will take P jjjjiL1°
Sunday evening (July 28) at the Battersea bec” fi

raise funds for the branch. Tickets are 3d. slbs- &
Help is greatly needed just now, and members w i
due are notified of the fact. js

The Belgian Freethinking writer, Charles 1t'eJ
engaged on a work, entitled La L4gelide de ta » c
endeavor to give a picture of the progress

onwards from the Stone Age. Jat
>
Th, Freethought Ideal is a bright little pap®f"0blpbf i
Portland, Kansas. It announces itself a® ,:n,doc0™h»1
paper of its kind on earth.” The price of a ~ it
five cents. Our contemporary does not publisb
the FreethinKer is a rmuoh larger paiper, and
four cents. ti®
the
“ Atheist” writes to the Rangoon irnies
ministers of religion with having failed to «g fisC ,
gauntlet thrown down by “ Non-Credo’ calhe o -
lie says : “ The weakness and absurdity us - peg™.ge*b
painfully dawning upon Christians. They to' ¢rftid ¢ Pjs
to doubt the divine plan of salvation,and ar  systcd™ Gy
the question home in their time. That 1
doomed one their very evasion of the 4
implies.”
. . of ig"
The program of the Intern&@tioRal € 00§ 5
thinkers, to be held at Brussels SeptemD
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m N
i,,.r/«sued. The sittings of the Congress will take place
dup ” rand Hall of the Loge des Amis Philanthropes, 10 ltue
have61 'commencing at ten o'clock each day. The subjects
redia .dy been announced. The serious proceedings will
''s 0v®&sified with a children’sféte organised by the Cercle
haiindr,ees Populaires Rationalistes, and will close with a
to the foreign delegates.

Ifr n
recti

P- Putnam lectured on Sunday at Birmingham.
Holyoake presided at the morning and evening
in the afternoon. We hear
M p e Birmingham friends were highly delighted with
utnam’s lectures. Some of them went with him on
Slight to Stratford-on-Avon, the birth-place of the
Anlerles" genius that ever lived on this planet. Our
Smf,can visitor is of course enraptured. He has seen
ttiav 1 that, in a certain sense, beats Niagara; and we
°°k out for an eloquent letter in the Truthseeker.

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Ji
X r-ictsfrom his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker”
(June 22).
loow day’s drive is to Bettwys-y-Cood. We leave at

isafO,] In the morning, and return at (i in the evening. It
VisNH A-one-mile journey, and the same vast and wonderful
sare r0"Mantly charm the eye, only they are not really the
ft; A or PUr road lies in a different direction. Again we
1Pean ™10~ oastle of Conway, Queen Elizabeth's palace,
Hilary . "Tr”; tBe Suspension and Tubular bridges, the
ail<* Carnarvonshire mountains. Beyond Conway

1ifil% on a different course. We climb great hills, and
'V®Qe f Oce®i forward on a pleasant and elevated road,
S*Pend(tOr niiles tLe eye can gaze upon the most
r’'U scenery, conspicuous mountain, peaks, whose

°wely ],i uannot attempt to spell; tablelands and valleys,
Arp and evf and ~le winding glimmer of the river Conway,
°Ur Way tilere- Sometimes the green forest wholly encircles
dvay it, .i'lri( the most brilliant emerald hues toss and roll
e arching distance. Then we come to villages,

i lehattlceVOrmore>until more vowels are invented to fill in
plieve i ne?utecl consonants of the Welsh language, which |
hiytlijg,, ] 0 original language. Indeed, it does, in its
I"Pdrono  r°lhng pronunciation, fitly re-echo the wild and
o"SUagn = scenery from which it sprang. The Welsh
*.y°n  j5 a nmsical language, adapted to poetic fire; and
Iv ages tli Olly Pronounce the names of its mountains and
h, ut 500S fWou d Be Most suggestive and beautiful sounds.

a’ble arui i Pe°ple still speak the language, and it has a
BettwvsW _ iterature.

°tou/n is reached about noon, and we have a
fi'Miainto By this time all the passengers are well

atlv n ' and we make a jolly company. | do not so far
Iv nKers Hioclability among English tourists. We were all
in fOl. f? wo hpgan this journey, but were ready to
excli i Plgndly intercourse, and at the close greetings
i@Beu and hopes for further acquaintance. | find
t 6at Wo.n10fPItadty and frankness here that | do in the
Kave]l(id li°tl,ur own country. Of course | only meet the
~N?2"r you ub Ic- They are generous and polite. If they
*>tue, anjre. ,m America, _they give you a hearty
_Wprs. 1 treat you as their cousin from across the
i ne
fajHpUartei~ iBe B,oyal Oak Hotel for dinner, once the
i '.he pai»? °F David &iox, the famous artist, n the year
L ‘he JOfvte< asign-board for the hotel, which now hangs
|2 i~ P '* pdm,; an object of great interest and a
", It was the occasion of a remarkable
P tKy wd/hen t«g hotel and its appurtenances were sold
m Picturg Party selling endeavored to take away
., “he painSPrivat? Property. The party buying chilimed
r .aPpurltUlK being tlie sign-board of the hotel, wasone
of , Picture <nances. The court sustained this view, and
he]_hotel' n°'Vvalued a' £4,000, is a part of the freehold
Hi > 1low
af6 a th;/ 8 13 a beautiful place. The falls are not
dash i>sPPson °f the year, but the almost flying
WPte Varipf} sPvery sheon over wild, precipitous rocks in
‘ op e:.,y °t motion ; while the foliage of a magnificent
Mram er side adorns the pathway of the bird-like

‘F‘é?&%‘\a/v&%t?éuaourney we take the Denbighshire side of
¢WPIctlires,j, Ver.; hut time will not permit me to delineate
, OpV'tPfolil ? .Vlews that, with still different forms aw

1IJC rhurSla, 11 Panoramic beauty.
Ick!,)8 Head .Inommg I take the Marine drive about great
Y, . ‘ga vast promontory towerimg seaward from
%id Cd'ved wQe° . ‘ ho finest highways in the kingdom has
@"MAj'cds O£ , e Might say, about this mighty abutment,
YQJ the me,’t above the rolling waters. The sea, the
8ccud ari jUr" alns, the villages, castles, and dwellings, as
curve around this enormous crag, gather and
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multiply upon the view. A circuit of almost immeasurable
expanse is filled like a sparkling cup with grandeur and
delight.

At one o'clock the same day | take the boat for Menai
Straits and Bridge. The bridge is a stupendous structure,
from which a view can be obtained of the straits, of the
surrounding country, the village itself, the great railway
bridge, and other objects of interest. It was a mosaic of
exquisite beauty compared with the vastness and grandeur
of former scenes.

The same evening | return to Liverpool. | am met at the
wharf by my gooa friends, Mr. Lawrence Small, Mr. John
Roberts, anu others, and we spend a happy evening
together, not in Liverpool, but in Bootle, a town of about
60,000 people, which adjoins Liverpool, and which Liverpool
is trying to incorporate into itself. It is really a part of
Liverpool, but prefers its municipal independence. Mr. and
Mrs. Small give a cordial reception to the Secular Pilgrim.
There was a feast of reason and a flow of soul among these
radical comrades. Mr. and Mrs. Tarleton and Mr. Roger
Pride join the circle.

| arrive at Bristol Saturday afternoon and meet London
friends, etc. The delegates, to the National Conference are
coming in, and there promises to be a notable gathering of
the clans, the colors of Scotland mingling with those of
England. | become acquainted with friends whom | expect
to meet further on in the campaign.

Sunday morning the Conference comes together.
do differently here from what we do in America. They
hold one day instead of three days. The morning and
afternoon sessions are devoted to business, and the evening
to speeches. | find the same elements here as elsewhere—
plenty of individualism, some crankiness, hobbies occasion-
ally, but, on the whole, frank sincerity, honesty of purpose,
and when a question is settled a general determination to
abide by the result and make the best of it. The main
differences of opinion were about methods, and these will
always occur. There was the largest latitude of discussion.
Every one had a chance to talk. Quite a number of plans
were presented, all of which received due consideration.
From the beginning it was evident that Mr. Foote had the
fullest confidence of the delegates, and there was no question
as to his ability and fitness, or his heroic and generous
devotion, and there was no thought of electing anyone else
as President of the National Secular Society. A difference of
opinion existed as to the best way of doing things. But Mr.
Foote is one of those who is always ready to receive
suggestions. He is open to conviction, and ready to accept
any feasible proposition. He is exceedingly affable in the
chair—patient, allowing the utmost liberty, while keeping
strictly to the matter in hand. So that a most successful
Conference was held, a large amount of business transacted,
and amicable conclusions reached. By the wise and
courageous and, at the same time, genial administration of
President Foote, the National Secular Society is in a better
and stronger position than ever to-day. It fronts the future
with a noble captain and a gallant company. My staunch
comrade of the American campaign, Charles Watts, is also
side by side with Mr. Foote in this strenuous combat. No
one could be a more able and brilliant supporter than
Charles Watts. He isgrowing somewhat grey in the cause,
but he has all the sparkle and vigor of youth, with the
wisdom and the amplitude of age.

The society also did honor to itself by re-electing Robert
Forder as honorary secretary. He has been a most faithful
worker, an eloquent ally with Bradlaugh, Foote, and Watts.
I am glad that women are also in the Freethought ranks,
and willing and capable for frontier labors. Miss Edith M.
Vance, the assistant secretary, has won the heartiest
commendations of English Freethinkers by her loyalty, her
activity, and her excellent business qualifications. Miss
Annie Brown, secretary of the London Secular Federation,
has shown herself a reliable worker in placing that organisa-
tion out of debt and upon a firm foundation for the future.
| feel quite honored to be elected, with Charles Watts and
others, as a vice-president of tho National Secular Society.
It is a proud position to occupy before the world, even if we
are a poor and struggling host. | could not stand with a
more royal company than the president, vice-presidents, and
officers of the National Secular Society. | am quite sure
that President Foote will receive the hearty support of all,
and that there will be more enthusiasm ana harmony than
ever in the ranks of our English brethren.

There is no need in this report to give details of the
Conference. | point out simply the results, that with the
widest difference of opinion on some questions, and a
momentary clash at times, there is among English
Secularists a splendid brotherhood. They have the same
difficulties to contend with that we have ; there are rough
places,,but the staying power is present. The army will
suffer defeat only in tho end to attain a greater victory.
This Conference was interesting to me in all its aspects. It
was a sign of tho times. There was a letting-ofi of steam,
but, at the same time, there was a gathering of electric
force, and the lightning blow will come.

At noon we all took dinner together at the expense of Mr.

They
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George Anderson, who is a Secular philanthropist of the
first order. He believes in creating good conditions for
humanity, and then virtue will prevail. | assure him that
the Freethinkers present enjoyed that fine dinner. It
was a delightful occasion for sociability and general good
feeling, and no doubt contributed to the unanimity of the
Conference.

The evening session was devoted to speeches, and |
thoroughly enjoyed the varied and brilliant display of
oratory. Mr. A. B. Moss did himself credit, and gave a
splendid outline of the progress of Freethought. Mr. Parris
was vivid and to the point. He was logic on fire, and
roused the enthusiasm of his audience. Like myself, he has
had a varied experience in the fields of orthodox and liberal
Christianity. He has tried them all and found them
wanting. He, like Harriet Martineau, desires “ the
unfenced universe” and the wisdom of science in the place
of the ignorance of theology. He made a rattling good
speech. Mr. Gilmour is a true Scotchman, with the humor
and the imagination of Burns himself. His was a breezy
address, and received a hearty ovation. Mr. Cohen was
born to be a rabbi, but by nature became a Freethought
lecturer, and a most successful one too. He is a man of
promise. There was something of Hebrew poetry in his
oration, the prophetic fervor; but all the superstition was
gone, and it glowed with the hopes of humanity, the sublime
and brilliant future of man. In my turn | did my level best
to show that the supreme battle-ground to-day is the
rights of man on both sides of the Atlantic, and that the
most important and urgent reform is the secularisation
of the State. Through this reform only can other reform
be made triumphant and permanent. In this respect the
English and American organisations are identical in their
purpose. The manner in which my ideas were received
convinced me of the noble friendship of our old-world allies.
| was followed by Charles Watts, who spoke with his old-
time eloquence and power, when he was wont to thrill and
arouse the Freethinkers of America. The same impetuous
oratory bore his audience to a splendid burst of enthusiasm.
Mr. Heaford contributed a fervent discourse, which illus-
trated his excellent service in the field; and then Mr. Foote,
as President, delivered the final address. Mr. Foote is one
of those who have a great deal of reserve power, and he is
ready for any occasion with unexpected 'abilities. He put
the cap-sheaf to the speeches of the evening by pointing out
the lines of present conflict; the inevitable battle that is to
come between Rome and reason; that there will be a
marshalling of hosts such as the world has never seen
before, and that the banners of Freethought will shine
victorious through the mighty struggle over a peaceful and
happy world. Round after round of applause followed the
utterances of ,the eloquent President, and the Conference
closed with bright memories and unconquerable hope.

Bristol is an old city of evangelical flavor. Robert Hall
and John Foster radiated here in somewhat brilliant fashion.
Lady Huntingdon and Whitfield and early Methodism in
this place exhibited fiery faith. It is an orthodox town
still. There are a few earnest Liberals, who will not go with
the majority, but stand by their convictions, and are ready
to work. The churches, however, are numerous and solemn,
and there is a somewhat slow appearance in the general
aspect of the city. It has not the snap of a modern manu-
facturing town like Glasgow and Manchester. However, it
is acharming residence city. There isanample and fruitful
country about it. On Monday, with my friends, | had a
delightful drive among the environments of Bristol.
Especially magnificent is Clifton and the scenery about it.
Here is the great Suspension Bridge over the Avon. The
view along this massive structure is superb. On either side,
between precipitous green and wooded banks, flows the
calm, bright river. In the distance is caught a glimpse of
the majestic Severn, and a wide expanse of fields and hills
rolls afar. It is Bank Holiday, and throngs of people are
sailing on the waters or meandering along the verdant
swards and the wide pathways, an animating picture of
outdoor English life. There seems to be, after all, an
immense amount of happiness in the British Isles.

We return to London on Monday evening. The coaches
are crowded, and there was a rush and tumult constantly,
s0 many excursion trains were thundering and flashing
along. When we arrived in London it was almost
impossible to secure a cab or omnibus. Some of the party
did not get home until one o’clock in the morning, and had to
walk at that. But finally the holiday is over, and all find
rest and quiet. Samuel P. Putnam.

(To be continued.)

The Tuhee Chinese Sects.
The Buddhist priests declare their Fo in the abyss to be.
Say Lao’s followers, “ Paradise lies in the Eastern Sea.”
But great Confucius’ pupils look on real things around ;
Before their eyes the airs of spring, fresh-blowing, brush the
ground.
—From W. It- Alycds “ Specimens of Oriental Poetry."
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SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS.--

Henky Hethekington.

How many of those who enjoy the benefit of a cheap Pregf
know anything of the labors, dangers, and sufferings oi
those who made the cheap press possible 1 Not least among
these must be counted the name of Henry Hethering.”™'
Lora in Compton-street, Soho, in 1792, he was apprentices
to Hansard, the parliamentary printer. _F3g8 Wasmnenefd i-
most energetlc working men engaged Wlth Dr. BjmD
establishing the Wiechanicd’ Yastitution'im Londoi” Tg{oh‘g"
he drew up a “ Circular for the Formation of Trade Unm
which formed the basis of the “ National Union °tjy
Working Classes,” and led eventually to Chartism. Cn
9, 1831, he first issued from his house in Kingsgate-st »
Holborn, the Poor Man's Guardian, price one penny.
the title appeared the words, “ Established contrary to
‘Law, to try the power of ‘Right’ against ‘ Mighb Of
place of the Government fourpenny stamp was a P1prey"
a printing press, with the words, “ Liberty of the r
“ Knowledge is Power.” The Poor Man's Guardian ,
issued to fight the Battle of the Unstamped. Itcons ~
of but eight small quarto pages ; yet, immediately 0 j
appearance, obtained a circulation of 50,000 copies. *
when prosecution began it ran up to double that,nun® «gj

Only those who know the tyrannical censorship 9X® ellee
over the newspaper press when it first became an inn
in this country can rightly estimate the work of ®° ~ .
Carlile, Watson, and Hetherington in establishing f°] fio
cheap and free press. Little more than a c9n*i'liever
publishers of papers were fined and imprisoned 'v eaill.
they as much as mentioned the name of a peer of the 1* r
Press prosecutions were numerous. Hardly any P
ventured to exercise independent judgment. Anytn:ul» eGy
everything relating to politics or religion was at the Jy
of the Attorney-General, who had the power of sU .niand
arrest for seditious or blasphemous libel. As the a (]
for newspapers increased the tax upon them was enne e
In 1765 the newspaper stamp duty was three-haup "jf.
in 1789 it was raised to twopence, in 1797 to twopenc
penny, in 1804 to threepence, and in 1815 toTj°nJ£ing'
Here it remained until, through the agiatign of Ret wellng
ton and his co-workers, it wasin 1836 reduced to one 1 ~a}S
at which figure it remained until abolished by the ex
of men like Austin Holyoake and S. D. Collet in 1v'V;nStrr

Hetherington’s Poor Man's Guardian was the clnet ,djge.
ment in the battle for the removal of taxes upon kno' tfas
It was the first penny newspaper in the country,l ers
followed by Cleavds Gazette and other unstamped P,é.eu
The general price of newspapers at that time was jiv
pence. The first number of the Poor Man's Guariw} ™ ed
cited the law under which it was liable, and which 1. t™jJ
Three convictions were soon obtained against Hetno  fygit
but the Bow-street magistrates were unable toAni?!iringt’j1
order for some time. ith provoklng coolness Hetn ,II]J(
sent them a note to say he was “ going out of to'
went on a tour spreading the Poor Alan’s Guaraia® 0".||s
provinces. On returning to London to his mother, ~ jjis
dying, he was dragged off to prison while knocking”~”.
own door ; and in prison he was kept for six , $e
Hibbert, Watson, Cleave, O'Brien, and others, saw ancla3
Guardian with its outspoken policy was maintain6é ' eQoog
soon as Hetherington came out he was again
affairs.

Mr. James Grant,

.. pPsS
in his work on the Neivspap cts
(vol.ii., p. 302), says : “ Hetherington was in many put”®
a remarkable man. He was intelligent and clev >"at be
was in the qualities of determination andcoum-i?
chiefly excelled. Nothing daunted him. "ho<
wiiiah fislly Wa2 & tlile ariojy he would have .
Of all men in London at the time, he was just coiin'ag")
fight the gmeat battle of an Unstamped FrS?F'd ivise - duiy
lie added resources. He evaded arrest ,j w0 o
distribute his paper dummy parcels were |™ " o
labelled “ Poor Alan's Guardian,” and sent offi- EI\U_
by persons instructed to make all resistance tn0™ i3 Wer
constables who seized them ; While the real Farain h
sent off by another exit. He got his friends toa  misty*-
clothes, and again and again they wore arrested ftnd u
for himself. In 1832 he was again convieu-', " tOr d,i
prisoned, together with his friend, James " a n3ta®PfOr
months. During the progress of the UrCsted.l
agitation fully five hundred persons wero_a gain
selling the Poor Man's Guardian. Their pertina
the day in 1834. , who, s\p
The case carao for trial before Lord Lyndhurs .,. all].

s Grant, was then H h R OPu Pnor (
%mr orou
ua |a

“the jurv I N
ae-h'gl I°°k,n ;FIt wit e ]f’ fji
.......... poong p c pP.|

appearance, Sal
expression in his n Ince>aiRl no Jess {wcuh®'
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v~ucfc that the Poor Man's Guardian was not a newspaper.
_ "~ bore these words : “ This paper, after sustaining a
~Necutiou of three years’ and a half duration, in which
roari' S ~ve hundred persons were imprisoned for
was declared in the Court of Exchequer to be a
8ip?tly legal publication.”
j ue veteran William James Linton, in his Memoir of
ITafUS .Watson, has the following on Watson's friend,
battl rin8%on : “ For four years he bore the brunt of the
cla i . a “ree press. Ever busy in the interest of his
moot during the Whig Reform ferment, he was among the
aft . zea’dus as well as the wisest leaders of Chartism
Saer™ards. A ready speaker, bold and fluent, passionate,
lurn'ti,” Or humorous on occasion (he had a spice of fun in
t{logd'hrough all his trouble), he was deservedly popular in
ri,i ; and in the Chartist Convention of 1832 sat as
inetRite foi t ana foF Lilion.” In 1840 Hether-
Cten 0 Was again arrested for selling Haslam's Letters to the
beth'Me Po ~est ~he impartiality of the law, some of
higLj'UUgtcm's friends commenced prosecutions against four
~Un'rl * Publishers—Moxon, Frazer, Richardson, and
clear publication of Queen Mab. The law was
the ai Shelley's poem was a blasphemous libel, and, despite
<eci 10?uent defence of Sarjeant Talfourd, Moxon was
WpfO e guilty. It remained for the prosecutors to call him
Uieref judgment, which was never done, their object being
advert” >, caH attention to the state of the law, and to
the md)6 ®Ueen This course obtained for Hetherington
Nontli | «St Ent°nce then given for blasphemous libel—four
%@g@sdmmﬁ_&onmeni—. Whilke ia firisvo Hdihierington winota
ascrib, valuation, a tract showing that all the advantages
Brd%& “y i'iiirttuu coutu wuc iciaxucu, wuiic uiQuuoomg
r' Hm‘rp* Oedir  tined Om coming out, Hetherington
tion f treethought publication, issuing the first transla-
¢isn * Strauss’'s Life of Jesus, The Existence of Christ
ConfACA.by a German Jew, A Few Hundred Bible
Matterm ?ilows> 4 Hunt After the Devil and Other Odd
also a' hy F. Lecount, tracts by Emma Martin, etc. He
®°cialivited himself to the spread of Chartism and
shortlv K'r died August 24, 1849, leaving a will, signed
delinf,j, i ,or<! bis death, in which he says: “1 calmly and
notiona ?y declare that | do not believe in the popular
heuevo] the existence of an Almighty, All-wise, and
bis ownent possessing intelligence, and conscious of
i"ass of °,Purations ; because these attributes involve such a
i% stic absurdities and contradictions, so much cruelty and
Qeature Oni *s Part to the poor and destitute Port_ion of his
cau, af, *>that, in my opinion, no rational, reflecting mind
eXistenr'r uninterested .investigation, give credence to the

c°Usecra? i suc!l a Being.” He was buried in the un-
ite rerun”  Bortl°n of Kensal Green Cemetery, where lie
Ins °f many other worthy Freethinkers.
J. M. W.
MR. PUTNAM’'S ENGAGEMENTS.
Mr.
6||§a(5én¢}.l’|es Watts has made the following lecturing
Au for Mr-S-P"Putnam :~ i
pS Failsworth ; 18, Leicester ; 25, Liverpool.
frieofJani wiU return to New York on Sept. 7, there-
c?t6 with bave not engaged him should communi-

towi o ', alf3 af once. Societies near any of the
r Mr. puds re(iuiring week-night lectures should arrange
DSWUjayUam to visit them when ho is in their district on

PROFANE jokes.

ile
%ﬂ/\ﬂﬁ& I\Nen%'you attond the Handel and Haydn perfor-
i/tly~" r y°upresentat the ‘ Creation’? She (indig-
.,cah’sari,Oppose you will next want to know if | sailed
iXQy 1
thaito.Per(‘htp”°d®%i ™~ —UAhI, my boy, that cigar will carry
CaN. Cgar in n* ~ow can you travel to your end with
Triage. of n ~0Ur mouth V Boy—* Yah ! in do smoking-
bl°bnn'y ;ir rSe yer old chuinP-” i .
“IB fhouir)'. .AMyj his prayers before going to bed, his
airtR fidped out by his mother’s suggestions.
wifi . ped iiHiiiitfiR 3°f fb¥ flock,” said Ailddia Johnny
oniiii'i  Un among the rest, and reasorijed quickly
~ Iftfe iamins om the ehildren to the parents. * Bless all
féce revereu(] ' be repeated, “ and the old sheep too I”
b;;i.?by, anrl  ~enflornan was addressing a school concert
?aki, ljf the in?? try'n8 to enforce the doctrine that the
berP\8 out IQones wero sinful, and needed regulating.
IChj, Is Day w;!r,,iWatcb>and holding it up, he said : “ Now,
Sell a fast " suPPose it doesn’t keoE ood timo—now
Ultokdgard; noy tee slew. WHhat shall | do with it T
o a fiaxen-haired youngster.
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BOOK CHAT.

Humphry Ward praises Leslie Stephen’s life of Sir James
Fitzjames Stephen as the memoir of a very remarkable man,
set amid the records of a highly interesting family by a
writer who is not only his subject’s brother, but also one of
the most skilled biographers, sanest judges, and keenest
intelligences of our time. This is a good deal to say of any
man, but it is certainly true of Mr. Leslie Stephen, a man
whose services to English letters have never been recognised
by the general public as quite so great as they really are.

Lord Acton’s inaugural lecture as Professor of History at
Cambridge will attract considerable attention, as he is a
Roman Catholic with a reputation beyond any published
performance. In hislectures he eulogises mental freedom,
and acknowledges the triumph in modern times of the Pro-
testant races. His distinctive note is that all historical
judgments must be subordinate to ethical standards.

* * *

_ One of the latest and best of the series of “Les Grands
Ecrivains Francais” is the study of Diderot by Joseph
Reinach. Diderot was one of the greatest and most fecund
of French thinkers, and to compress an adequate study of
such a man into a small book was no light task.

* *

For over a dozen years the American translation of Max
Nordau’s Conventional Lies of our Civilisation has been
sold in England, first by the Freethought Publishing Com-
pany, and then by Mr. R. Forder. Now Mr. W. Heinemann,
doubtless impressed by the success of Degeneration, adver-
tises a new translation of Herr Simon’s old iconoclastic
volume as “ Max Nordau’s New Book.”

* * *

Another brilliant work by Max Nordau, not so iconoclastic
or pessimistic as Conventional Lies, is Paradoxes, also on sale
by Mr. Forder. It deals with such topics of modern life as
optimism and pessimism, majorities and minorities, genius
and talent, the influence of fiction, the natural history of
love, evolution in asthotics, the State an annihilator of
character, nationality ; and takes an imaginary glance at the
future, in which the small and feeble peoples will disappear,
and pressure of population will spread the dominant races
all over the earth. . .

The Humanitarian League is issuing a new miniature
series of “ Humanity” reprints, of which Nos. 1 and 2 are
now ready. These are The Humanising of our Prisons, by
Edward Carpenter, and Experiments in Hospitals, by Edward
Maitland. The reprints, which may be obtained from the
office of the League (79a Great Queen-street, W.C.) at four-
pence per dozen, post free, are of the size of a square post-
card, suitable for enclosure in letters.

* * *

J. Timewell, 141 Gower-street, W.C., publishes a penny
Eamphlet called The State Carriage, and with it a cartoon
y “ Cynicus.” The idea of both is, that Charity in our
present social system only balances the carriage which
enables the rich andprivilegedto ride over the poor.

*

Mr. JamesLeatham writesin the July Westminster on
“The Religiosity of the Scot,” which he accounts for by
Scotland having so long been a wild, lonely country, and
the struggle with a poor soil and harsh climate.

*

Canon Cheyne, in the Contemporary, dwells on “The
Archaological Stage of Old Testament Criticism,” which he
urges must come to the front. He endeavors to ascertain
when the Genesis story of creation was evolved from the
earlier Babylonian one, and concludes that it must have
taken some hundreds of years. “ It is not only Babylonian,
nor wholly Canaanitish, nor wholly Israelitish, but has
developed out of elements supplied by each nationality.”

In an article on “ The Mystery of Birth,” in the current
Fortnightly, Grant Allen contends that the real mystery is
in the Not Me becoming the Me, a process carried on at
every meal. “ William Evans makes himself daily out of
meal and mutton. There is the mystery.” Mr. Allen tries
a flank movement against Weismannism, and asks: “ls
there any real and essential difference between the trans-
mission of functionally acquired modification to offspring,
and their registration or persistence in the individual
organism I’ . . .

Esmeé Stuart writes in the Fortnightly on the French
academician and Atheist poet, Leconte de Lisle, and tries to
make out that “ the religion of the Christ won back his
respect, though never his adhesion.” Of course™ the poet
was a man or many moods, but in his most serious work
Christianity has not even his respect.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday, and
if not sent on post-card.]

[Notices of Lectures, etc.,
be marked “ Lecture Notice,”

LONDON.

Milton Halt, (Hawley-orescent, 89 Kentish Town-road): 7, musical
selections ; 7.30, G. W. Foote, “ The Bible and Local Veto.”

Battkksea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.30,
musical and dramatic entertainment. Tuesday, at 9, dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30,
Charles Watts, “ Does Death End All ?”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
adjourned discussion—* Morals the Outcome of Evolution.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, Mrs. Thornton Smith will lecture.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., “ Animal
Development.”

Camberwell Green : Tuesday, at 8, a lecture.

Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ Prayer.”

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, 0. James, “ Christianity the Foe of
Liberty and Progress.” Thursday, at 8, 0. James will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “ Behold how the
Gods Vanish.”

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11, debate between Lucretius
Keen and Job Williams, “ Atheism or Christianity: Which has Done
Most for Mankind?” 3.15, W. Heaford, “ Christ and His Teachings.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, F. Haslam, “ How |
Became a Secularist.”  Thursday, at 8, a lecture.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Exodus

from Egypt  3.30, “ How | Became a Secularist.” Wednesday, at 8, T.
Thurlow will lecture.

Islington (Prebend-street, Packington-street): 11.30, St. John will
lecture.

Kilburn (corner of Victoria-road): 7, a lecture.

Kingsland (Bidley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, a lecture.

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, S. E. Easton, “ Prayer.”

Mile End Waste : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Bible Lessons in Morality.”

Ol1d Pimlico Pier : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Bible and Evolution.”

Regent's Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3, W. J. Ramsey, “ Immor-
tality.”

Tottenham Green : 3.30, S. R. Thompson, “
(Collection on behalf of Sam Standring.)

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, a lecture ; 3.15, a lecture.

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers Hill) : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Evolu-
tion and Darwinism 7, “ Reason and Revelation.” Thursday, at 8, a
lecture.

Christianity and Slavery.”

COUNTRY.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, Annie
Besant, “ The Uses of Evil ”; 3, “ The Place of Politics in the Life of a
Nation ”; 6.30, “ The Evidence for the Supersensuous.”

Plymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street) : 7, Mr. Shaw will
lecture.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
Excursion to Wharncliffe Side; members and friends meet at 2.30 in
Norfolk-street, near the corner of Arundel-street, to go by carriage.

Stockton (Borough Hall): 11, C. Cohen, “ I h the Belief in God
Reasonable ?” 3, “ Religion or Freetbought 7, “ Who was Jesus Christ
—God, Man, or Myth?”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Bradford (Open Market, James Street): 6.30, H. Smith,
Bible the Word of God ?”

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, a lecture.

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Newoastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, R. Mitchell, “ Providence.”

SouTn Shields (Market-place): 11, Hall Nicholson, “ Christianity
and Slavery  3,“ The Established Church the Enemy of the People.”

“Is the

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. ConEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—July 28, Stockton-
ou-Tces ; 29 and 30, Middlesboro’. August 1, Wood Green; 4, m. and a.
Victoria Park,-e. Deptford ; 6, Camberwell; 8, Wood Green ; 11, m. and a.
Victoria Park, e. Edmonton ; 15 Wood Green ; 18, m. and a. Finsbury
Park ; 22, Wood Green ; 25, Manchester.

Stantey Jones, 63 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—July 28,
m. and e. Wood Green.

Arthur B. Mos3, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, E.—July 28’
28, m. Pimlico Pier, e. Tottenham. August 4, Camberwell; 11, West-
minster ; 18, m. and a. Hyde Park, c. Hammersmith ; 25, m. Clerkenwell,
a. Victoria Park.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—August 4, Kingsland.
e. Kilburn ; 22, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith.

Sept. 15,

TANTON, the Peoplo’s Dontist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. Cd. each; upper

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ;

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.

If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
s.; painless by gas, 5s.

“THE TRUTH SEEKER.”

Monthly, Price Id.

Read

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Newsagents to ordor. Wholosalo, Mr. Fordor.

THE FREETHINKER.

upper or lower, £2. Completed

July 28, 18%

Now Ready, 12 pages, price Id., by post lid., The
AUGUST NUMBER

THE LITERARY GUIDE>

Containing a four-column “ Literary Chat ” with

GEORGE WILLIAM FOOTE.

Also Reviews of recent Rationalist Publications, Jotting m
Gossip, etc.

IST  Order with your “ Freethinker.”

London : 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, B'®

CHARLES WATTS'S WORK<

THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM cof'Pabep
WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d,

SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON.
IS IT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE WANTS OF MA~ «d
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (Halifax, '3d
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J.
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H.
Is., by post Is. 2d.

A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERTS
INFIDELS.” Cd., by post 7d.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d. ii-
CHRISTIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND
FLUENOE. 4d., by post 5d.

WAS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
FORMER? 4d., by post 5d. TT1CB

AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIAN THEISM:
IS THE MORE SEASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d. n

THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL;
BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d, by post 4d. JYE,

SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCT
3d., by post Id.

HAPPINESS
3d., by post 4d.

THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SI
A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.

BIBLE MORALITY : Its Teachings Shown to be
dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post »5

4d.
SAINTS AND SINNERS: WHICH? 3d., by posh-
EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d,by1

Watts & Co.,

Qp
“ TACTICb

tj-g.

heavI1”-

IN HELL AND MISERY IN

tnday'

Coidnv

IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE? JePy
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post Id. . ity

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILISATION. Why Christl

is Still Professed. 3d., by post 4d. N(b
WHY DO RIGHT? A Secularist's Answer. 3d.,byi>" ~
THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Openi LO

the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post * * *n
EDUCATION : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by socIr
SECULARISM: ITS RELATION TO

PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 24d » yO#

THE EXISTENCE OF OOD ; OR, QUESTION’
THEISTS. 2d., by post 2Jd.

THE BIBLE UP TO DATE. 2d., by post 2Id.
Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,

“The Clacton Tea-Table,7
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-ON ~ =

Spécialité—1s. Ordinary, 12.30 to 3. |5

Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished Ap'irtnl
Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier Avenue-

Avymw, H. *m»d **-

COALS! COALS! "COAL,§H,°

MESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD <kt CO. are supplyingg°° » 149
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. 6d. per Ton. Hot Kite ren »
R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and i-0“ r;0r O'T*

W. J. Ramsey writes : “ 1 am well satisfied with your
Miss Yance says : “ They are excellent.”
Orders to 206 York-road, King's Cross. Dépbts aU °~"

rPO FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen ,

1 8UPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate P Tailor, 1 d ty

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Ar > patrn
skt (iMk06 dopra from  Roffent-stre )
leading Freethinkers.
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allinson for health.

H°ME CONSULTATIONS—io am. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.nt., Js. Patients Visited.

CNEDIOAL ESSAYS. Vvol. l. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

T°Cco tP!cCS on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
tion ]>5jj. e Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
Colds rLUSness> Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
The Itch etc ~omPa’nts> Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

c"EDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

~airn~d es on Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
for the Tk* Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
’?ough ihIn* for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, -Scarlet Fever, Whoaping

R'nQW"brm Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Ulcerated Legs,

(EDICALIESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Berectefl PHIGLS. on No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
jared /Yomes'ic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
oPadtixe “F?r8 t0  “mProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
IyppgepY 8  17e Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles Flatulence Sleeplness
Winter Po.Asatld Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
~ercury OUga> Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

G mical ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

pillc &S icicles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
ironing "pd’. Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical

Tler Ar7f 10nics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and

p &+ ChiciceS*p S0 Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
Fs Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
rea» Sciati ternOr .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ-
Mti-rv-*01' Psorias»s or English Leprosy, etc.

%’Z‘JCAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Q}ﬁt'des on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
i %imﬁg Blood Lettihg,.Nose Bleeding, Felon or: Whﬂiow»'lngrowmg
cold € #6abl, a x«@ BAEE FILBUERG) anct Bl

m/lids, FItS rp Mouth, St. Vitus= Pance, Goitre,..Mumps,.Inflamed- Eyes and
’\alntlng,/\Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,

Diarrhoea,

mg* #m wao, © UISC3,
\? umes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free.
’\ i E ‘e«IC m edicine- For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

?AATISM : ITS CAUSE AND CURE.
CUSMrS-PIGESTION. Post free for 7d.
ill (e, » . ITS NATURAL CURE.
Books, hound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

(]
‘ini?,, PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for rs. id.
fOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Ini<riunications to be addressed to—
4S DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK

07i NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
P MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
FACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISNI.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L.,, M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

EaFM, with, portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
j Price Is., post free.

T 8L imDort<ier. to brinS the information within the reach of the poor, the
.?> ( Pevun? 1Parta ot the book are issued in a Eamphlet of 112 pages

Post free for 7tl.

Post free 7d.

T9

ieo

\Q*,., * Y, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
et tona”Reformer of 4th September, 1892, eaya . * Mt Holmes’

an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-

,°0- ‘usury and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral

IUvitnsL. ' The special walus \of xbr. dnlalmes’ serdies do s ANeo-
& 1 in hiaaU8e an<* 1° human well-being generally is just his combi-
for rPNet a pla’a statement of the physical and moral
lov be aecured imitation with a plain account of the means by which it
i?at possivl’ an<* an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
«tii oun,-, Proes.”

Ty 8have li of tbe Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and

Q;re Trade f° 8P.°ken of it in very high terms.
I OTdker . Vietby R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
J, N Jould be sent to the author.

ANNANOLMES,

®endelTs “Wife’s Friend”

"‘ in ii»J%y Mrs Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.

reef n, ~an'’P>o0k, p. SI. Made solely by J. Pyllen, 16

« 55 5«n: EHerkenweII 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
r Particulars send stamped envelope.

N»ii"ORTANT CAUTION.
Mananas « imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
bl? intros 611* Oo-" and “ J. IF. Rendall ” being speciously and
Look UCea deceive the public.
FR Registered Trade Mark

HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

No. 182,688.

ifMé~0rora R r rACHBOX, WITHOUT WiHdCiHd NONE ARE GENWKNE.

In Alii BryrpnSe' witb Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.,
** » usQuin;* fi®y'8 Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d
‘T ftI?Mrllinine Bowders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

is Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell,
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64 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,
THE

HALL OF
LIBEL

SCIENCE
CASE.

WTH A
FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT

OF

“THE LEED

Edited, with

S ORGIES.”

Introduction,

BY

G. W.

London : E. Forder,

FOOTE.

28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

302 pip., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. postfree,

FLOWERS OF

FREETHOUGHT

[Second Series]

G. W.

Cont

Luscious Piety

BY
FOOTE.

ents !

Christianity & Slavery Down Among the Dead

The Jewish Sabbath Christ Up to Date Men

God’s Day Secularism and Chris- Smirching a Hero

Professor Stokes on Im- tianity Kit Marlowe and Jesns
mortality Altar and Throne Christ

Paul Bert Martin Luther Jehovah the Ripper

Converting a Corpse The Praise of Folly The Parson’'s Living

Bradlaugh’s Ghost A Lost Soul Wage

Christ and Brotherhood Happy in Hell Did Bradlaugh Back-

The Sons of God The Act of God slide ?

Melchizedek Keir Hardie on Christ Frederic Harrison on

S'w’elp me God Blessed be ye Poor Atheism

Infidel Homes Converted Infidels Save the Bible 1

Are Atheists Cruel ?
Are Atheists Wicked ?
Rain Doctors

Talmage o

Mrs. Booth’s Ghost

Mrs. Besant on Death

Forgive and Forget
The Star of Bethlehem
The Great Ghost

n the Bible

Pious Puerilities and After Atheism and the French
“ Thus Saith the Lord” The Poets and Liberal  Revolution
Believe or be Damned Theology Pigottism

Christian Charity
Religion and Money
Clotted Bosh

Lord Bacon on Atheism

Dueling

London :

Works by Colon

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is.6d.

Defence of Fuketiiought.
A Five Hours' Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
6d.

The Gods. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine tiie Pioneer. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas
Paine.

Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.
2d.

True Religion.
The Three Philanthropists.

2d.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.
Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.

Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

London :

Christianity and Labor

An Easter Egg for
Christians

Jesus at the Derby
Atheist Murderers

A Religion for Eunuchs
Rose-Water Religion

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

el R G. Ingersoll.

God and the State. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part 1. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part 11. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.
Tiie Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
g)doudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.
Th:je Household of Faith.
2d.
Art and Morality. 2d.
Do | Blaspheme? 2d.
The Clergy and Common
Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d.
Marriage and Divorce.
Agnostic's View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake.
Live Topics. Id.
Myth and Miracle.
Real Blasphemy. Id.
Repairing the ldols,
Christ and Miracles,
Creeds <€ Spirituality,

An

Id.
Id.
id.
id.
id.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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LOOK AT THIS!
TALK OF THIS!

ACT ON THIS!
IMMEDIATELY.

You neverlsaw such Goods at such a Price.

10,000 vYDs. oF
TROUSERINGS

In every conceivable Color and Design in the very Finest Cloths.

THESE MUST BE CLEARED AT ONCE,

And if tho readers of the Freethinker could all see them at this moment | could

CLEAR THE LOT IN THREE MINUTES.

NOTE THESE THREE THINGS:

1St In one week we have taken over 200 orders for these Goods.
an We ask for one trial only. If you are not satisfied, we will return your money in full and allo'v Y
keep the goods.
— 1
back. #'0
The Two Worlds, July 19, 1895, says: “ Read Mr. Gott's advertisements on the cover at the ""‘ﬁ)o iJg
3rd makes you very liberal offers, and, judging from our experience and the testimony of fnen

man of his word.”

LOSE NO FURTHER TIME,

But send in your order, and give full particulars about the Color and Style
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PRICES. TROUSERS.
INCHES
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Six Trousers’ Lengths for 27s. (Lined 6d. extra.)

Side or Cross Pockets

800 DRESS LENGTHS

AT BARELY HALF PRICE.
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