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HARCOURT’S TUMBLE.

Slu W i l l i  a  m  V e r n o n  H a r c o u r t  was never an object of 
my admiration. Those who regard him as a great states- 
^ an are wolcome to their belief. A t any rate, it  is not a 
*he«ie for discussion in the Freethinker. Facts, however, 
are stubborn things. I f  you go away and come back you 
generally find they have been waiting for you. And it  is 
a fact that Sir William Harcourt has had a very bad fall. 
^ fter representing Derby for half a generation he has 
een rejected by a tremendous majority. His seat was 

c°nsidered perfectly safe, but he has lost it, some fifteen 
“nndred of his supporters having deserted him and voted
f°n the Tories.
. n considering this event from a Freothought point of 
le'v> I must refer to something which occurred twelve 

wars ago. I was then a compulsory recipient of Her 
ajesty’s hospitality in Holloway Gaol. For attempting 

(]. ‘ ‘ 1,ring the Hedy Bible and tho Christian Religion into 
. 'belief and contempt ” I  was sentenced to twelve months 
•Trisonment like a common thief. I  was dressed in prison 
r J’ fed on prison fare, locked up in a brick vault twelve 

i f V  six, denied all access to my friends except at rare 
tie ̂  refused all writing materials excopt a slate and 

and for a time only allowed one book to read 
fal]lch* by  a poignant irony, was the very volumo I  had 

en among theives for studying too attentively. A  man 
ye °r birgets his experiences in such a situation. F or ten 
Ua? 1 havo lived within sight of tho towor of Holloway 
(it r ' arid every time my gaze falls upon it, I am reminded 
life 'ltn ever-likely to forgot i t !) that my great business in 
-  f  to attack the ovil superstition which has always 

j  e' relentless war against the rights of Freethought. 

the o u  tricd for tho fictitious crime of “  blasphemy ” at 
Catfi Rail0y. The judgo who presided was a Roman 
(liSa ° lc- He was also a superlative bigot. One jury 
rr,e f  °ed> much to his lordship’s disgust. Ho then refused 
ol)v: ’ and I  was locked up in Newgate. Another jury 
al°ne t a Pack°d one— was empanelled to try my case 
penau 1 Was found guilty, and sentenced to tho utmost 
•li1(] y tbc law permitted. I  expected this, and I  toh

^ C a t e i ^  that th° sontcnco was WOrtliy ° f hlS CrC°d‘
* i ght e, ̂   ̂ couched my disgust in ironical language,
'Um- ave had another six months for contempt of

or

V

I w r,ris0
i ^  thn°r tr êd at Old Bailey is like a rat in a hole. 
ffiictur0ir foro not sorry to bo tried again, on anothor 

Coin ’• i'1 Oourt of Queen’s Bench, before the late
A“ri(1orn A .i . i i • i

¿ S i

r°Port u °: ° n that occasion I  made a speech which
iflrw. . il| f.VlA nAmnnnnAita o nrl ftff.l which attracted in the newspapers, am WIS clear gain.

v^istr “ Uie attention. Ono point, at loa , ^  Chris-

V r j ; ad lalked of “  i nd®Cf c0mplained of tho use
m ’ ' nd>ln addressing the jury, ‘ a true

s i  »¡.leading , v o l  ^  the

i1»» ttij1;,“ "“ 1“ 1 rao thls dl,f in ti,0 proper sense of ~ I'bere was no “ indecency, 1 • <30.

the word, in my alleged “  blasphemy.” “  He may be 
blasphemous,” said Lord Coleridge, “  but he certainly is 
not licentious, and you do not find him pandering to the 
bad passions of mankind.”

A  petition for my release was signed by the foremost 
mon in science, art, and literature. It  was absolutely 
unique. But it made no impression on Sir William 
Harcourt, who was then Home Secretary. He would not 
even allow the slightest relaxation in my prison treatment. 
The “  indulgences,” such as they were, which I  subsequently 
enjoyed, were granted by the Prison Commissioners in 
consequence of Lord Coleridge’s representations. As the 
petition had no effect, a question was asked in the House 
of Commons by Mr. Labouchere. That was Sir William 
Harcourt’s opportunity, and he took it like a Christian. 
In the face of Lord Coleridge’s strong, clear words about 
my alleged “ indecency,” the Home Secretary replied that 
he could not see his way to remit the sentence of a 
prisoner who had been found guilty of “ an obscene libel.” 
In vain I  asked him to liberate me on the charge of 
“  blasphemy ” and try me again on the charge of 
“  obscenity.” In vain the Radical papers protested
against the Home Secretary’s statement as an outrage. 
Sir William Harcourt knew I could not prosecute him for 
libel, as the House of Commons is a privileged place, where 
a man can indulge in lies and defamation with impunity. 
He also knew that he was pleasing Mr. Gladstone. He like­
wise knew that he was pleasing tho great bulk of the 
religionists of this country He played a mean, cowardly, 
contemptible part, which would have been nauseous to any 
man with a spark of magnanimity. And he did it to please 
tho Christians.

Years have rolled by, and now the Christians have 
shown their gratitude. Sir William Harcourt has been 
kicked out of Derby by a coalition of Beer and Bible. 
Alderman Bemrose occupies his seat; and who is Alderman 
Bemrose 1 “  He is pre-eminently a Christian,” says a
writer in tho Daily News, “  and he places that before all 
other considerations.” I  understand he is president of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. And this eminently 
pious man, this representative Christian, has sent Sir 
William Harcourt packing. He is knocked down, so to 
speak, by the very Bible party, in whose interest he 
slandered mo so vilely. It  is really refreshing. One rubs 
his hands, and feels that poetic justice has not forsaken the 
oarth.

“  Politics,” says one of George Meredith’s characters—  
“  politics is climbing the greasy pole; mutton or no 
mutton, there’s grease for certain.” Sir William Harcourt 
has had the mutton ; he has also had the grease. Ho is a 
membor of tho Church of England, yet he supports Dis­
establishment, at least where it is demanded by Liberals. 
He is a drinker— we do not mean a drunkard— yet he 
takes up tho cause of Teototalism. Anything to reach the 
mutton at the end of tho pole.

Mr. Gladstone “  took on ” the Nonconformist Conscience, 
but ho was a pawky old parliamentary hand, and knew
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how to use the Dissenters. Only on one occasion did he 
succumb himself. I t  was when he slapped Parnell in the 
face, and destroyed the prospects of Home Rule. Sir 
William Harcourt “  took on ” the Nonconformist Conscience 
after his chief’s retirement, and it has sunk him fathoms 
deep in the ocean of failure. Temperance is an admirable 
thing. W e love it as much as anyone. No man who does 
a lot of work can be other than temperate. But you 
cannot promote Temperance in opposition to human 
nature. People who are not teetotallers— and they are 
the majority— will never submit to fanatics who want 
to make it illegal, or difficult, to drink a glass of beer. 
Men who see that the liquor traffic must be regulated, 
cannot see w hy a “ prohibition” clause should be inserted 
in a public bill. And they are apt to feel disgust when 
they learn that the author of the clause is not a teetotaller. 
Rich men, with well-stocked wine-cellars, are hypocrites to 
be so anxious about the poor man’s sobriety. They are 
always legislating for him, but how their hands and eyes 
go up when he proposes to legislate for them !

I  do not wish Sir William Harcourt any harm. But I 
am not sorry for what lias occurred. He m il obtain 
another seat, and I  presume he will lead the broken army 
of Liberalism in the new Parliament. M y desire is simply 
to emphasise what looks like a piece of retribution. He 
pandered to Christian bigotry, and he has fallen a victim 
to pious opponents. He flattered the Nonconformist 
Conscience, although he is himself a Churchman, and he 
has lost the sweets of office in consequence. He has now 
an opportunity for reflection, and I will see that he has a 
copy of this article to help him. G. W . FOOTE.

NAPOLEON’S RELIGION.

“  In spite of terrors of Napoleon, he is ontitlcd to the gratitude 
of mankind. He pulled down the Pope, and the monks in Spain 
and Italy, and the Inquisition in those countries. Ho carried the 
light of liberal principles to dark and enslavod regions. It  will bo 
impossible for all the kings and priests in tho world to mako men 
as ignorant and submissive as they wore before ho marched over
the Alps......Napoleon—and that was his greatest fault—gave, in
some sort, a sanction to falsehood, and hypocrisy, and imposture, 
by going to mass. His oxamplo was of ovil tendency. Tho act 
was, besides, a compromise with fraud."— Win. Gobbett, “  Iteyister,” 
vol. xxriii., ]>. 0.
T h e  time should be approaching when both Frenchmen 
and Englishmen will take an impartial view of the great 
personality who, a century ago, was rapidly rising to power 
in Europe. The harsh judgments of historians like Scott 
and Lanfroy may perhaps be somewhat modified by the 
conviction that Napoleon, like lesser men, often acted from 
necessity rather than from will. Lust of power grows by 
what it feeds on. Tho fabric of Napoleon’s dominion 
ever needed new conquests to make the earlier ones secure. 
If ever a man could dominato circumstances, and, by 
seizing the opportune moment, subordinate them to his 
purposes, it was Napoleon. Yet Napoleon believed in 
destiny, and would have said with Bismarck : “ There is 
so much I  must in my life that I  rarely reach I  will.” He 
said himself: “  M y son cannot replace me ; I  could not 
replace myself. I am the creature of circumstances.”

Napoleon came at the break-up of tho old feudalism, and 
completed the work. France was fighting for very life 
against the allied monarchies of Europe, and he won his way 
to the top by dint of his inherent fighting qualities. 
Physically, he was different from other men. His head 
was abnormally large, his blood circulated abnormally 
slow. In this respect, such a man was nover known. His 
pulse beat only forty to the minute. This indicated great 
reserves of energy and callousness. Ho could easily stand 
work, troubles, and sleeplessness that would have killed 
other men. His habit was to get to bed at eleven and be 
up at three, and ho had the “ two o’clock in tho morning 
courage.” In war ho could do everything for himself. “  I I  
n’est ricn a la juerre, que je ne puisse faire par moi-mime.” 
He said with the same frankness: “  J ’aime le pouvoir 
conunr un musicien aime son violon ” ( I  love power as a 
musician his violin). He went straight to his point 
unembarrassed by scruples.

Rarely has the “ W ill for Pow er” been more absolutely 
incarnate or more reckless of honor, truth, sympathy, 
affection, or human life. Ho said to Mctternich he thought
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nothing of the lives ’of a million men.'*' As a mat,t®!' n 
fact, between 1804 and 1815 there were killed more t 
1,700,000 Frenchmen, not to mention allies and 
The eternal Ego may be said to have been at bottom ot 
religion. On his beautiful bronze face was stamps 
Heine remarked, “  Thou shalt have no other gods be 
me.” Woe to those who stood in his way ! . p j

Yet he believed in Fate, which he identified with T 
He was a Deist of tho school of Voltaire, thinking 
him, “  Si Dieu riexistait pas il faudrait l’inventer ( "  . 
did not exist it would bo necessary to invent m®/ 
exactly what has been done. Ho had a genuine ben 
an overruling Power, but he was consistent throughout. 
regarded religion as an instrument of policy, and utilis 
to render others subservient to himself. Atheism he ^ 
suspicious of. Those who deny celestial rule are aP j  
question terrestrial rulers boldly. To Laplace he n° ^ ce 
that his great work La Mécanique Céleste neve) ^¡e 
mentioned tho name of God. “ Sire,” rephe ^  
astronomer, “ je n’ai pas eu besoin de recourir 
hypothesè.” Laplace had no need to recur to that 
thesis, but Napoleon had. He had a strong sense 
mystery of existence, and he knew that God was < neljt 
the magical words, as he called liberté and égalité; exe ^  
to conjure w ith.f His God or Fato was an unknown^/’ 
He said, “ The problems of Providence are 'n®,°''f0]]y, 
“  A ll predictions are imposture, the result of r̂a •fp.jsifl 
or fanaticism.” Yet he would have repudiated 10S1 r]jed, 
had it been started in his time. “  A  religion,” he rcnl‘ jieI1ce 
“  which relates to this life, without teaching man \ ^  
he comes and whither he goes, is not supportable (

believo in any special rc' ’cHl.n0M' 
faith. But when I  came ° cUrred 

5, «.a ouuu «.a I  began to reason, which °c 
early in life, at the age of thirteen, I found ray 
attacked and that it staggered.” He became, as ,gfl jt 
“  no capauchin,” but a man of the world, ready t o b c 
for his own aggrandisement. Of the Christian re jg jje 
said : “  As far as I  am concerned, I do not see ^  g0Cj»l 
mystery of the Incarnation, but the

able).”
Napoleon did not 

He said : “  I  once had 
something, as soon as

order, the association of religion with paradise, il11̂  ^  tb° 
equality which keeps the rich from being massacre 
poor.” Again he says : “  Society could not exis 
an inequality of fortunes, or an inequality 0 jjeof 
without religion.”  “  A  man dying of starvation a ° ^ rence, 
one who is surfeited, would not yield to this j. god 
unless he had some authority which assured Mm. ^ ‘ jn tbe 
so orders it, that there must bo both poor and 1;1C tl  ̂
world, but that, in the future, and throughout e o ^ g ,,ot 
portion of each will be changed.” Christiani > p.jeiid® • 
true, but it was useful. He said frankly to 11 . 1"
' l l  is said that I  am a Papist. I am no for

Egypt I was a Mussulman ; here I  shall bo a Ya. _ D. be
the good of the people 
the idea of a God ! 
all that?” (Thibaudeau, p. 152).

I  do not believe in r e l i e v e_ _ “■ •u viiv . vv..-.- - ^y]jo
the idea of a God ! [Then pointing upwardj

Ilis sentiments were the samo when at St. He)°r ‘ ,
jfiipoleo
subject10

>fi'S.
at St. no*“"- /p_ 69)’

Abell, in her Recollections of the Emperor Nap0 
relates how she catechised him on the f i 3 
French. “Pourquoi avez-vous tourné Turqui I ^plai", (1 
at first understand me, and I was obliged ,,t0 He 
“  tourne lurque meant changing his rcligi°n*  ̂ sol(|ie J 
and said, “  What is that to you ? FightinS. lS /e 
religion ; I  never changed that. The other i^  ^  rel>o' , 
women and priests ; quant à moi, I always iw'op ed , 
of the country I am in.” Ho was much ,u' ."a fat'1 , 
accused of Atheism, though he confessed Mnj?nV calls ”P .
saying, “  I beliovo that whatever a man s ', destiny G'Tny

him to do, that he must fulfil.” Ilis belief i/1 . 
doubtless genuine, though it, too, had its uti 1 •> jgsti11̂ ,,. 
ing others with the idea that ho was tho nl‘ , Nap0

HougM f°rrule, and that the stars in their courses

( To be concluded.)

Un homme romme moi sef... de la vie d’ wi n j,r0fess<jr.0|jy 
Mapoloon’s heartlos'sncss is much dilated upon DJ r0fies c 
in this month’s Century ; yot it is strango that 1 0lague' j  b)' 
l.: —„ —:c..i .... — .... *.1... ----------- fnat in» I --.nn0ohis merciful suggestion to tho surgeons that ’ pois°n . .  
veterans, who wreo to bo left behind in Egypt« 
overdoso of opium. , of .„e tfv.

t  Ho shrewdly obsorvod that liborty was tho n® r0prp’’|’), 
few, by nature olovatod abovo tho rost. It  ,n!P , „ Cravlllc’

'od° r H tbe

impunity, but o<|uality, on tho contrary, 
multitude.

Olio
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CROMWELL THE FRIEND OF FREEDOM.

( Concluded from  page JfS6.)

There is no principle in Secularism that commends itself 
j'Rth greater force to all truly liberal minds than that of 
.'■ration, or, as I  prefer to put it, a just consideration 
?T the mental rights of those from whom we differ. 
• s Uniformity of opinion upon speculative subjects is 
■n'Possible, all persons should be permitted, without 

Pediment or persecution, to entertain whatever views 
pon such questions which may accord with their 

lvidual judgment. Cromwell undoubtedly entertained 
i v'ew> f°r  he proved himself a real friend of toleration, 

foil taat ak a t'mc when it was regarded by politicians as 
his'P’i and by divines as criminal. The Presbyterians of 
n 1 jiay were as intolerant as the Roman Catholics, and 

ffwin Smith says these very “ Presbyterians who 
Wo Secutie(-i Cromwell with the most unrelenting malignity, 
Ur«0i never persecuted by him.” In reply to those who 

^he justice of toleration, the Assembly of Divines at 
estminster in 1644 pronounced it to be “  the grand work 

A sj -Pev^>” and that it “ had all error and all evil in it.” 
of a '  av "PhR of intolerance actuated the minds of most 

hc members of the numerous Christian sects with 
pet,0rn Cromwell had to deal. They appeared to revel in 
e - ^ g ,  and in inflicting the severest tortures upon 
relit,- 0^ er- Tho Christian method of dealing with 

opponents was to whip them, imprison them, and 
v,ith 1 lcm ''I the pillory, to bore their tongues through 
brai ,a ,h°t iron, and have the letter B (for blasphemer) 
Cbrj .• on their forehead. These wero the humane and 
Secui lan modes of encouraging “  religious freedom ” when 
held :l|t)Srn was unknown, and when the followers of Christ 
that [ )S(jhite sway. To the credit of humanity, be it said, 
s°tHe n a a§es> and among all faiths, there have appeared 
e n u r e s  too pure and too noblo to be entirely 
of °o by their theology. Among these, in the history 
frec,lomPaSt’ *S ^10 namo ° f  Cromwell, the friend of

f:iitb°i|11''’eh was too great a lover of liberty to allow his 
Sftbth 1 I0(  ̂ t° interfere with his duty to man. Gold win 
tiUbrac^8 “ Theoretically, of course, his toleration 
'vhom l 0nly  Protestants and Trinitarians, all sects of 
other i 0 de.sired to see, not only at peace with each

b-t nu*tc(f............But tho greatness of his nature
Practic,,/111 l)Cy ° n<1 his theory, and in all cases we find him 
°hserVg 7 the enemy of superstition.”  It is only just to 
Partin, r °  thrit Cromwell was himself superstitious, 
'•pon i'-u A upon the eve of his death. But this weakness
lMer,,.tins P'llt  i'l not destroy his practical love of 
''¡Q](;n. "p . ffoncc we find that ho protected from Christian 
iRaffpq Biddle, the father of English Unitarians; he 
'.(ho roan?r i safety of the enthusiast, James Naylor, 
ftitice of1Ci> ^10 oountry as “ tho Everlasting Son, the 
Nde qet eace> tho Fairost among Ten Thousand he 
R'vs to jammed efforts to obtain the readmission of the 
; e year loo n<̂ ’ whonco they had been banished since 
^Prisoned“ ' ^ ; anc* when Ceorge Fox, tho Quaker, was 

LroinrV, an<T threatened with death for preaching, he 
[ > i SQ N y  to Cromwell, who set him at liberty upon his 
'Aernrae wouhl not take up arms against tho
j ict ordiUt' ^  is quito true that Cromwell issued somo 
iUt it wasnances against both Catholics and tho Anglicans, 
0 c°asen„i1.0t on account of their religious opinions, butA «WUUUUl; OI l/IIUll' IBllglUUO ypiuuno, uuu
ttia^ditin. Ctllco ° f  their political plots and insurrections. 
U|Sistrate ,0 , Baxter, Cromwell’s maxim was: “ The 

v?s ieli,,,- a< ?nly  to do with civil things, not with a 
u^ally ],-R„'v{len held as a private view.”illy l*i xxoiu us n pnv

considerato was Cromwell in politicaln'T1 <W1U considerate wasuiumwoum inmmoiu 
‘̂ tate 1°llld be ?tter to Major Crawford, ho statos the rule 
W  ■ IT« Reserved in tho selection of servants of thei j  quscrveu in tho selection oi servants oi me 
Vii^ it;. takWntes: “  Sir, tho State in choosing men to 
Polir g to R Cs nc notice of their opinions; if they be 
Ptwlcal op1)0 U 0 't, that satisfies.” His treatment of 

thonler\ts Wa3 not revongeful; ho only desired to 
ho l h'y. j j  , from injuring tho Government of the 

''hem J'^bPccsisted in trying to thwart his power, 
heai hQ d

 ̂ t'WA'i5iOl/CU 111 Ul'Vlllg W I/Uruwi/
deem oTv conhucd until thoy wero convinced of 
‘t baf5 j ' Pho error of their ways.” Much severer 
"the nJ°Cn ^eait out since his time to those who 
^0ternp'Vre,rs hhat be.” Surrounded, as Cromwell 

'ued and sometimes not ovor scrupulous

enemies, he wa3 compelled to do something to check their 
persistent machinations, or all progressive legislation would 
have been impossible. Ormond, a most formidable enemy 
of Cromwell, came to London disguised for the purpose of 
getting up a plot against the Government. He was 
discovered before he could carry out his design, upon 
which Cromwell said to a friend of Ormond’s : “  If you 
wish to do a kindness to an old friend, Ormond is in 
London; warn him to be gone.”  This was the action of a 
noble mind, not the spite of a revengeful spirit. No 
wonder that Algernon Sidney told Burnet “  that the 
Protector had just notions of public liberty.”

T o  those who question Cromwell’s ability to advance the 
civil business of the nation, I  would remind them of his 
words in calling attention to the abuses which then 
existed in connection with the law : “  There is one general 
grievance in the nation. It  is the law. I  think I  may say 
it, I  have as eminent judges in this land as have been had, 
or that the nation has had for these many years. Truly I 
could be particular as to the executive part, to the 
administration; but that would trouble you. But the 
truth of it is, there are wicked and abnormal laws that will 
be in your power to alter. To hang a man for stealing 
sixpence, threepence, I  know not what— to hang for a 
trifle, and pardon murder, is in the ministration of the law 
through the ill-framing of it. I  have known to my 
experience abominable murder quitted, and to see men lose 
their lives for petty matters. This is a thing God will 
reckon fo r ; and I  wish it may not be upon this nation a 
day longer than you have an opportunity to give a remedy ; 
and I  hope I  shall cheerfully join with you in it.” From 
the standpoint of justice, can these sentiments be surpassed 
in the bold speeches of Ccesar, Bonaparte, or Washington, 
with whom Cromwell has been compared 1 To his honor, 
be it said, that he insisted upon trial by jury and the 
establishment of a high court of justice, where the legal 
rules of evidence were observed. “  Nor,” says Goldwin 
Smith, “  unless to murder the Protector and overturn the 
Government was no offence, does the slightest suspicion 
rest upon it of having shed one drop of innocent blood.”

I  have no space here to deal adequately with what is 
supposed to be the three blots on the character of Cromwell— 
namely, his excluding members from tho House of Commons 
in 1654, the execution of the king, and the Irish massacres. 
These acts can only be understood by remembering the 
circumstances of the time. Probably had he not have 
interfered with the members of Parliament, the conspiracies 
that wero then being concocted against him would have 
culminated in destroying the commonwealth, if not 
Cromwell’s life. I  am opposed to capital punishment, 
believing that to kill a man is not the best way to improve 
him. If, however, such punishment is justifiable, it was, 
in my opinion, in the case of the king. As to the slaughter 
of the garrisons in Ireland, the mode of warfare in those 
days was less humane than it is now. The Protestants 
had been massacred wholesale, the Catholic General, Count 
Tilly, had slaughtered both the garrison and the inhabitants 
of tho city of Magdeburg, while Alva, and other Catholic 
generals, had carried on a war of extermination. It  was a 
sad and deplorable spectacle of religious warfare, and, 
rightly or wrongly, Cromwell thought that, doing what he 
did, was the best way to bring it to an end.

Political and religious freedom received an impetus 
during Cromwell’s rule that has proved a lasting blessing 
to the nation. Cassell’s English history, says: “  The 
heroes and statesmen of the Commonwealth have left 
doctrines and examples which are still the study and 
imitation of nations.” Hallam observes : “  It  is just to say 
that tho maritime glory of England may first be traced 
from the ora of the Commonwealth.” And even Sir 
Walter Scott admits : “  No government was more
respected abroad than that of the Commonwealth.” 
Unfortunately, it was followed by the Restoration, which I 
regard as being no fault of the principles which Cromwell 
enunciated. Tho truth is, the people were not prepared 
for self-government, having been trained amidst the 
influenced of monarchy. Hence the new principles were 
not thoroughly understood by the masses, and the 
Commonwealth had to be sustained by force. A  true 
Republic is not like a plant forced in the hot-bed of 
military power, but it resembles more a tree developed by 
the fresh air of froedom and personal cultivation. Still, I 
share Goldwin Smith’s view that Cromwell inspired an awe
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and reverence for the English name, and that he was the 
honest and indomitable exponent of principles that had 
found no parallel in any other period of our history.

Ch a r le s  W a t t s .

SECULARISM AND SOCIAL REFORM.

I t  was recently remarked by a writer in one of the reviews 
that what he styled the New Secularism— by the way, 
whenever you want to create a sensation now-a-days, you 
drag the word “  new,” by hook or crook, into your title—  
that the New Secularism was more and more concerned 
with the affairs of this world, with practical measures of 
reform, than with even the theoretical discussions of 
theologians and scientists, or the conflict between religion 
and science. It  was alleged that people to-day— or the 
mass of reformers at least— were more interested in how 
starving men should have food to put in their bellies, and 
naked men clothes to put on their backs, than debating 
who was Cain’s wife, or even whether Atheism or Chris­
tianity was the more reasonable. The drift of thought, in 
short, has taken a more “ materialistic” form— to use thecant 
phrase of the religionist. But it is, of course, none the less 
secularistic— at least, so this writer alluded to admits.
“  W e may,”  he says, “ agree to denounce (how kind !) the 
too-apparent worldliness of the wealthy church-going 
classes, without drifting with the equally apparent current 
of Secularism setting in amongst the new democracy.” 
So the “  new democracy ” doesn’t debate who was Cain’s 
wife, it simply leaves the whole business alone and 
concerns itself with an eight-hours’ day and Merrie 
England. Which proceeding, in so far as it is genuine, 
proves that the “  new democracy ” is wise in its genera­
tion.

Now, if it be the case really that the drift of democratic 
thought is to ignore the whole religious juggle, then it is 
for Secularists largely a matter for congratulation. Not 
that indifference in itself is a good thing, but the indifference 
which ignores as worthless, because it has tested, is good. 
In so far, then, as the democracy is unreligious, and seeks 
to devote itself to attaining practical objects which shall 
make better this life, the Secularist object is attained. 
And it is well that a religionist like the Rev. Walter 
Walsh should see and admit that this movement of the 
democracy is secular.

But there are some things which must not be forgotten, 
and which it may be well to remind the “  new democracy ” 
of. And the first point is, that if the time has now 
arrived when the religious shams and the religious red- 
herrings which were dragged across the path can be ignored 
by the democracy, that result is largely due to the 
Secularist pioneers of the past, who actively attacked these 
shams and worked for their overthrow. Mr. Belfort Bax, 
if I  remember rightly, has said that the social movement 
will swallow up the secular movement. Possibly. But let 
us not forget that the secular movement was an absolutely 
necessary prelude to the social movement. Until the 
chains and shackles that bound man’s intellect were 
removed, it was impossible that the chains and shackles 
which bound him socially should be broken. And this 
brings me to the chief, or at least, the inspiring reason for 
Freethought and Secularist propaganda. Of course, truth 
is truth, and is worth fighting for, for its own sake. If 
the proposition that there is a hell bo false, it is, for tho 
sake of truth alone, well to destroy it, just as it would bo 
well to attack the proposition, say that the sun was only 
fifty million miles away, or that tho square on the 
hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle was double the sum 
of the squares on the other two sides. A ll these propositions 
being false are, for the sake of intellectual truth, worth 
fighting. And if they were put forward with any degree 
of weight and authority, wo would find men prepared to 
demonstrate again their falsity, just as we seo scientists 
wrangling over sun-spots or the number of the primary 
colors. But then you would never get a great popular 
organisation to take up theso academic questions, nor, as a 
rule, would you find them exciting much enthusiasm. 
People are not inclinod to profoundly champion mere 
abstract truths where these truths havo no practical bearing 
on life.

But with the Freethought propaganda it is different. 
That really touchos life. A fter all— as a mere hopothesis—
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the question of whether there be a god or a hell isaS
It is

because the god-belief and the hell-belief are use<̂ jcj1 
engines for the degradation of men, as weapons by ^ . 
largely an unjust and hideous social system is mainm ^ 
that is why Freethinkers attack religion so hotly an , 
enthusiastically. When Mr. Goldbug first discover  ̂ ¡t 
and it must have been far back in human history-

unimportant as whether there be canals on Mars.

helped to keep Jones and Smith contented if the}’ ^  
assured of a surfeit of good things hereafter; tha ^ 
could be kept in hovels here and promised mansl0 red 
marble in the skies— in a word, when Goldbug disco ^  
how to delude the mind and exploit the imaginary  ̂ a 
had discovered a key to power. And when j ose 
professional class arose whose business it was t 
Jones and Smith with these fairy-tales, the system ^  
complete. Mr. Whitechoker was a friend of Mr. Gol 
in fact, he represented the division of labor, 1 j„g 
difficult for the same individual to directly do tho 
and the preaching at the same time. Though, ¡„ 
they sometimes changed parts, Mr. Whitechoker g gj„g 
for a bit of fleecing,* and Mr. Goldbug doing some pie‘ ^  
on his own account. And so the game went mern y ^  
and so it goes on to-day. The fat bishop reiit 
thousands a year generally “  has no doubt that som p 
object, known only to the Architect of the L nlV„ ^]lC| 
served by the existence of poverty and suffering- c-eS.—is 
Goldbug, too— or the more diplomatic of the sp e(j, 
profoundly distressed at the number of the • weighs 
He mounts upon the worker s back, as Tolstoi says, ̂  ^  
him down to the ground, and then assures i°Yrw readily 
distressed he is at the worker’s condition, and ho , be 
he would join in supporting any schome to bet . tj,e 
would vote for a Royal Commission, or even a °ut„gct 
House of Lords— in short, he would do anything
off the worker’s back.

But the first duty of those who would alter th i. an<|
affairs, who would end the reign of Whitec °  yn®
Goldbug, is to clear men’s minds of supersti i V^tis 
Secularism is doing that. I t  is clearing the pat • peej> 
the function of Freethought. And when the way -t ¡̂1* 
cleared of the rank growths which religion nurtur >
T- -  - £— Xl_     £ X»------- ------ - olr»n ft.

tbe

of

be easier for the car of Progress to pass along- ,
m nn n + V.. ínln/1 I. .1 .1 ÛVH11S DO ,in

esstible-
men are stunted by false and mischievous D0. 
they do really think that they will have mansi 
skies if they live in dens here, no social progress JjaVej i>* 
You cannot make free in body those who are s i ajvn.IlCC 
mind. And Secularists are really, therefore,
guard of the army of reform.lAUfLV. Vi WiiV C*i liij. Vi iV iV iiii.  rnlist n®t 1 .

The work of the advance-guard, however, n jf tn 
forgotten, and, above all, it must not be undo^¡ve in 1 _t 
democracy becomes less enthusiastic or less a piU 
propagation of Freethought and Secular princip j becOl?0 
be because these principles have been accept« to 1 
part of the life of the people. And that bring’ v0uieiJ* 
chief danger which lies before the democratic ah° 
the danger of Whitechoker coming back  ̂ ^aS std ^
disguise. Already tho motamorphosis of Jesus ̂   ̂ .. 
and we see the democracy boing cajoled^ cas0 ' 'free

ibC
Sod*

are. "

slavery under a fresh name. This aspect ot 0f tb_e. 
well emphasised by a writer in a recent ntiffl bis
Review. Labor Churches, Socialist Pp?rjstian 
delivering sermons of the “  new ” pattern, ^ ey  1 m 
U nions; these things are in the air. An , ,lC\v 5t 
omen. Tho old trick is being found out, ,,g else’ 
must be invented. Superstition, liko every  ̂^join0̂  jt 
accommodate itself to its environment, am ' j egUs n° ’ •-
age we will have a democratic superstition- „ 
seems, was, in fact, one of tho “  unemploy® ■ ^
perhaps, the truest thing in tho now Chris o p j g e t
1 T, • _ . ._ _____ _ __  J ~C nrtlircft. that 1 p o lity  u

1»)

Jl

It  is not to be supposed, of course, ,
these democratic Whitechokers with hyPc’l U (jn at t h  ̂of 
many of tho sermons swolling with imligna ^  t]ic *} 
of society, do really represent tho though • 1 ^
the preachers. But what I do point on jcriOimjU 6 
preachers want to remedy the ovils t1?“' ,or-lc. ' 
must come down out of tho pulpit am
tried religion for a good whilo now, l®1, pj-eacb*1̂ ^ ^  
régimen. W o have had preaching^ an ^  goo(1
preaching for hundreds of years. Let us

* > ■
* According to a recent numbor of tb°. - wjl0 b0' 

less than forty-seven ministers of rohgi°n 
Messrs. George’s Browery, Bristol.
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0j r >̂ an<i  leavo the preaching alone. Instead, therefore, 
Se’ Say> ^ e  Christian Social Union delivering courses of 
of tt,°nS churches, it really investigated the causes
cha ° misery> and suggested what legislation or what 

nges would remedy it, the result would he infinitely 
m°Bre Profitable.
cIo>  ahove all things, the democracy must leave the old 
'rith *11, suPerstition behind. Patching the garment, even 
the T? 6 Saudiest of colors, is useless. “  The choice,” says 
het\ l6V’ ^ a' ter Walsh, “ of the near future is the choice 
s° V0onthe religious and the secular ideas of life.” That is 
dene 0n tbu ohoice which tho democracy makes will 
°{ r r!(. whether we fall back or go forward. The function 

* } f ° n  is to bolster up things as they are, and find 
Sec ,a LOn tor those who are wronged; tho function of 
remf,arisin ls to investigate the causes of the wrong, and 

Ve them. F rederick  R y a n .

INVENTION AND INJUSTICE.
By  C o l o n e l  R o b e r t  G. I n g e r s o l l .

of ¿ ^ ri0N has filled the world with competitors not only 
skilj ° i f rs’ hut of mechanics— mechanics of the highest 
a coe " i  ?  the ordinary laborer is, for the most part, 
the C  . wheel. He works with the tireless; he feeds 
of emniatla^ e When the monster stops, the man is out 
The m, °7.nierit— out of bread. He has not saved anything. 
\f;iR,, ‘ c, ne that he fed was not feeding him— the invention 

Thneot for his benefit.
^possiki^61' day I heard a man say that it was almost 
tient a ? hJr thousands of good mechanics to get employ- 
îrriishU< ln his judgment the Government ought to 

ifiother '" ° r < ôr ''he people. A  few minutes after I  heard 
d°thes ■ Sfu ^ at bc was selling a patent for cutting out 
^ n tv  t -i one ^he machines could do the work of 
Wo to ai*ors; and that only the week before he had sold 
c«tters L„gJ °at ho.use in New York, and that over forty 

On Gv ad been discharged.
i re b e in !^ Side "i*511 are being discharged and machines 
. ctory £ )ltlvented to take their places. When the great 
h life a d°wn, the workers who inhabited it and gave 
^ere W  Noughts do the brain, go away, and it stands 

habit e, aii emPty  shull. A  few workmen, by the force 
talk er About the closed doors and broken windows 

"fUter. 'V,0ut distress, the price of food, and the coming 
tv re of v i, y  aro. convinced that they have not had their 
a  Uiach; a .̂ ^ e ir  labor created. They feel certain that 
a toarisiUeS lnside were not their friends. Thoy look at 

ive tbc employer, and think of the place whoreth, hve. Th
rp, 1 uey have saved nothing— nothing but them- 

°yers f ^mP̂ 0yer eeems to have enough. Even when 
¡r 0jp ,‘.U ’ when they become bankrupt, they are far

«elv 
> 1

—i "  uwi uuuy uocumu uaiiKrupu, uney are ia 
Ĉ er ti.„ ,an the laborers ever were. Their worst L

c a l  w t o i l e r ’ s  best-
H Workin ra i'St C01nes forward with his specific. He tells 
■ri< er tbn g 1113,11 ^ a t  he must be economical— and yet,

K 9,Hr] 1 • ^  G ctll J-tiUUGU H l o  G U IIipC IlC JC ltlU Il U I

8, tl, aWav i , fellows. Tho slaves who did not wish to 
Ct)Vltlg me h ed bisten chains on those who did. So the 
!^°ugh. anic is a certificate that wages are high 
w ’jH live ° eS tbc great law demand that every worker 
eftala 6 t0 011 tho least possible amount of bread 1 Is it 

0 him f011 one day that ho may get enough food to 
r?at and Worb another 1 Is that to be his only hope

A l t a i  h ieant,h?
¡ a . Pe .  G, ,l ways claimed, and still claims, tho right to 

'ate 0{ „  anufacturers meet and determine prices, even 
e6te.ls the ° g rea,t law of supply aud demand. Have the 
lien ̂  the r’gbt to consult and combine 1 The rich 

kga . they ana> club house, or parlor. Working men, 
tho !‘lsed f0[, co®bine, gather in the street. A ll the 

an(l°!cd SOclety arc against them. Capital has 
\  /”lye (le„  tao navy, the legislature, the judicial and 
C°>ah' t'P°seI <UfLtUur,ts. * When the rich combine, it is for 
they. lrie, it j ot “ exchanging idoas.” When tho poor 

a “ conspiraev.” I f  thoy act in concert, if 
elv„. ?°niething, it is a “  mob.” I f  they defend 

18 a “ treason.” How is it that the rich

Hi,
\

es,> it

control the departments of government ? In this country 
the political power is equally divided among men. There 
are certainly more poor than rich. W hy should the rich 
control 1 W hy should not the laborers combine for the 
purpose of controlling the executive, the legislative, and 
judicial departments ? W ill they ever find how powerful 
they are 1 A  cry comes from the oppressed, the hungry, 
from the down-trodden, from the unfortunate, from the 
despised, from men who despair and from women who 
weep. There are times when medicants become revo 
lutionists— when a rag becomes a banner, under which the 
noblest and the bravest battle for the right.

How are we to settle the unequal contest between man 
and machine ? W ill the machines finally go into partner­
ship with the laborer 1 Can these forces of nature be 
controlled for the benefit of her suffering children 1 W ill 
extravagance keep pace with ingenuity 1 W ill the work­
men become intelligent enough and strong enough to 
become the owners of machines 1 W ill these giants, these 
Titans, shorten or lengthen the hours of labor 1 W ill they 
give leisure for the industrious, or will they make the rich 
richer, and the poor poorer 1 Is man involved in the 
“  general scheme ” of things 1 Is there no pity, no mercy 1 
Can man become intelligent enough to be generous, to be 
just; or does the same law or fact control him that controls 
the animal or vegetable world 1 The great oak steals the 
sunlight from the small trees, the strong animals devour 
the weak— everything at the mercy of beak, and claw, and 
hoof, and tooth— of hand and club, of brain and greed—  
inequality, injustice, everywhere. The poor horse standing 
in the street with his dray, overworked, overwhipped, and 
underfed, when he sees other horses groomed like mirrors, 
glittering with gold and silver, scorning with proud feet 
the very earth, probably indulges in the usual socialistic 
reflections and this same horse, worn out and old, 
deserted by his master, turned into the dusty road, leans 
his head on the topmost rail, looks at donkeys in a field of 
clover and feels like a Nihilist.

In the days of cannibalism the strong devoured the 
weak— actually ate their flesh. In spite of all the laws 
that man has made, in spite of all advances in science, the 
strong, the heartless, still live on the weak, the unfortunate 
and the foolish. True, they do not eat their flesh or drink 
their blood, but they live on their labor, on their self- 
denial, their weariness and want. The poor man who 
deforms himself by toil, who labors for wife and children 
through all his anxious, barren, wasted life— who goes to 
the grave without ever having one luxury— has been the 
food of others. Ho has been devoured by his fellow men. 
The poor woman living in the bare and lonely room, 
cheerless and fireless, sewing night and day to keep 
starvation from a child, is slowly being eaten by her 
fellow men. When I  take into consideration the agony of 
civilised life— the failures, the anxieties, the tears, the 
withered hopes, the bitter realities, the hunger, the crime, 
the humiliation, the shame— I  am almost forced to say that 
cannibalism, after all, is the most merciful form in which 
man has ever lived upon his fellow man.

It  is impossible for a man with a good heart to be 
satisfied with the world as it now is. No man can truly 
enjoy even what he earns— what he knows to be his own—  
knowing that millions of his fellow men are in misery and 
want. When we think of tho famished we feel that it is 
almost heartless, to eat. To meet the ragged and shivering 
makes one almost ashamed to be well dressed and warm—  
one feels as though his heart was as cold as their bodies.

In a world filled with millions and millions of acres 
of land waiting to be tilled, where one man can raise tho 
food for hundreds, millions are on the edge of famine. Who 
can comprehend the stupidity at the bottom of this truth 1

Is there to be no change 1
Are the “  laws of supply and demand,” invention and 

science, monopoly and competition, capital and legislation, 
always to be the enemies of those who toil 1 W ill the 
workers always be ignorant enough and stupid enough to 
gives their earnings for tho useless 1 W ill they support 
millions of soldiers to kill the sons of other working men ? 
W ill they always build temples and live in huts and dens 
themselves 1 W ill they for ever allow parasites and 
vampires to live upon their blood 1 W ill they remain the 
slaves of tho beggars they support 1 W ill honest men 
Stop taking off their hats to successful fraud 1 W ill 
industry, in the presence of crowned idleness, for ever fall 
upon its knees 1 W ill they understand that beggars
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cannot be generous, and that every healthy man must earn 
the right to live 1 W ill they finally say that the man who 
has had equal privileges with all others has no right to 
complain, or will they follow the example that has been 
set by their oppressors 1 W ill they learn that force, to 
succeed, must have thought behind it, and that anything 
done in order that it may endure, must rest upon the 
cornerstone of justice ?— Twentieth Century.

CHRISTIANITY AND HONESTY.

I f any Freethinker should regard Christianity as an associa­
tion for the promotion of dishonesty, he need not enlarge 
upon the doctrines of salvation by faith, “ Jesus paid it 
all,” or the death-bed repentance of sinners. He can refer 
to the palpable fact that Christians never act up to their 
pretended beliefs, and that the beliefs themselves are very 
often, indeed, not held honestly. The Non-Sectarian of St. 
Louis, in its June number, says :—

“  I t  is hardly an exaggeration to say that not one-half 
of those who profess a belief in the Apostles’ Creed, and 
renew this profession at every religious service which 
they attend, really believe that Jesus rose from the 
dead, or that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost and 
born of the Virgin Mary, or in the resurrection of the 
body. Most thinking men of all denominations have 
long ago ceased to believe in these statements of the 
creed. There is no question as to what these statements 
meant to those who promulgated this creed—they used 
plain language to state that which they themselves 
believed, and which they intended to demand of others 
as a pre-requisite to church membership, and as a 
declaration of principles. To put any other meaning 
into them, or to try to explain away their literalness, is 
a species of literary juggling and legerdemain which 
would not be tolerated elsewhere.”

Now, could this be the case if Christianity really encou­
raged intellectual honesty in its members 1 It  encourages, 
on the contrary, the profession of what is not believed, and 
thus undermines truth and honesty. Children are taught 
in the school to say they believe what they cannot believe, 
and their whole life is one organised hypocrisy, because to 
say what they really think will outrage respectability.

A  bon&fide Christian, one who really believes that Cod 
was born of a virgin in Palestine, and that he died to save 
us after we are dead from eternal damnation for sins 
committed before we were born, is as rare as the phoenix 
which St. Clement cites as a type of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Christianity has only a Sunday existence, 
and even on Sunday infidelity may be, and is, preached 
from the pulpit, only it must bo veiled in conventional 
phraseology. When will Christians be honest 1

UNulk Benjamin.

A Dangerous Book.
In Germany, some malcontents arc circulating scriptural 

texts, such as the following :—
“ I t  is bettor to trust in the Lord than to put confidence 

princes.”—Psalm cxviii. 9.
“ Put ye not confidence in a ruler.”—Micah vii. 5.
“  Put not your trust in princes.”—Psalm c*lvi. 3.
“  Woo to thee, O land, when thy king is a child.”— 

Eccles. x. 16.
“  That which is highly esteemed among men is abomina­

tion in the sight of God.”—Luke xvi. 15.
“  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 

that shall come upon you.”—James v. 1.
The purpose of the malcontents is to show that, if all 

anti-revolutionary literature is prohibited, the Emperor 
will have to interdict the Bible.

T he B ible.—A true revelation, proceeding from a iust and 
good God, and necessary to all mankind, ought to be clear 
enough to be understood by all the human race. But will 
the revelation, upon which Judaism and Christianity are 
founded, bear the test of this criterion 1 The elements of 
Euclid are intelligible^ to all who endeavor to understand 
them. This work excites no dispute among geometricians. 
Is it so with the Bible ?_ and do its revealed truths occasion 
no disputes among divines 1—M. Boulanger. “ Christianity 
Unveiled,” p. 28.

A S I N I T Y .

G io r d a n o  B r u n o ’s  Cabala del Cavallo Pegasco is 
Erasmus’s Praise of Folly, a treatise and satire on 
Asinity, and especially the asinine piety of his day. ^  
praises of the asinine goddess are sung in a sonnet, 
which Mr. Owen, in his Skeptics of the Italian Penaissal1 1 
gives the following translation :—

O Sainted Asinity. Ignorance most holy 1 
Stupidity most sacred ! Devotion most profound 
Thou alone can’st make us learned, good and sound, 

While human thought and study are now of value only’ 
Little availeth the search that men so fully

Employ by every art or science Speration, 
r . L ittle availoth their sky ward contemplation 
To gain the heavenly seat which is thy object solely’

. ij
What boots then, ye curious, your persistent exploD*

The wish to learn the secret of nature’s laws and 
I f  the stars be water, earth, or fiery exhalation

Holy Asinity despises wisdom’s rays.
Folded hands and knees form her sole occupation, 

Expecting from Providence the luck of better day >
All passes, nothing stays
Save fruition of that eternal peace,
Which God will give her after her decease.

A C I D  DR OP S.
rood

Prayers are seldom sensible, but there was a ver^ A eiy, 
in Parliament in Oliver Cromwell’s time-— 

that those who had zeal might have wisdom, and tha
used : those

who had wisdom might have zeal.
dr»*“

,otWhat a contrast to this old prayer is the new reSe: 
up by the Bishop of Ripon for use during the (y^anjgb 
elections. “  Grant us rectitude and prudence vcry 
from us prejudice and partiality”—and so forth, i-s ‘ p 
pretty, but it is so general as to be utterly meaning jj'jess, 
would be perfectly true, if you were asked a iuallf y 0 ¡my 
to say he lived in the universe, but it would not eua 
one to find him.

No doubt the Bishop of Ripon really wants to |j0use 
thumping Tory majority j one pledged to upheld tn  ̂ jj J.AVAIJ lAAOj KJM.XUJ , U11U ----- j. -- _  ,
Lords and especially the Bench of Bishops. The E°v- sivy 
Wilkins, vicar of St. Jude’s, Bristol, is honest euougn - {ot 
that “ the Church has become a huge political age  ̂w Vj ih JLIÛ O j ' nr\Q W
the Tory party.” This is true enough, except for ucvcr 
The Church has not become a Tory agent; A ' 
anything else.

£ ente1
During the Shahzada’s visit to Liverpool he wa saidi* 

tamed at a lunch in the Town Hall, and grace p1
a Mohammedan official, who recited a verse ,-,jirjgti»“ 
Koran. This excited the indignation of s°m° n tb# 
sky-pilots, who cannot bear to see a poacher l proteL 
preserves. One of them says it “  calls for a sole f the 
on the part of all who are concerned for ItlmJ1? , i0o k »t , 
Lord Jesus Christ.” But why not let Jesus Chris ,j ;lbl° 
his own honor 1 On the Christian theory ho is w 
take care of himself. ____

This incensed sky-pilot went on to refer to tjlli0j1y,iu>lH’‘Jf 
atrocities, which he said were perpetrated on * calun,p; 
express commands. But is not this a Chnsti» , ppd, ,e 
We invite the Rev. William Hutton to indicat . fefl?[ e 
the Koran upon which he relies in making . bch.ue 
statement. And if he finds it, which we d°. . jpe hj. j, 
he can, we will then ask him to compare A  ',V.£ (Jan»““ * 
God’s express command for the extermination o 
men and the outrage of Canaanitish women.

-----  n o  a tr»uI tb<>
We commented last week on a bad accident . j eat ot .p  

of pilgrims in Holland. Sinco then a worse »  eX^U^d 
same kind has occurred in America. Two * fe }lilk> ‘ e, 
trains were proceeding from Richmond, Winu r0\i 
Sherbrooke townships, in the cast of H fS L  M  ti>° 
crowded with pilgrims for the shrine

other,
their occupants,

iu

rowdSj°iCwithWin flHJf)> “ i Hie cast (J
tC rmi  ° ne ¿ f f c  -°r ,the »brine o f St. — -f
h ' v ’ (le,aolishimr t i n  ,daahed Aito the rear of
■ ,r °ccupants. Afanv COacilos ®nd frightfully• / la,,y  persons were killed, including ^■' •' -O What an ’ p

satire
three priests in charge of the pilgrimage. VY_ | S45' Lfot 

Aire on the superstition of these excursionis j
of them, doubtless, were going to the shrine o 1 faith.i,hey 
the benefit of their health, hoping to b eow w  fjopeA 
some of them died sooner than they would ha
had stayed at home. Even the 
the pilgrimage were smashed up. St. Aune couId i‘u

J
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it 'w’n11 dl<dr extremity. Faith will remove mountains, but 
Ijeliev n°" SaVe a man *n a railway accident. Sceptics and
as f?Vers fare exactly alike—“ For one thing befalleth them ; 

ne one dieth so dietli the other,”

Q^khodism does not seem to be too flourishing. Mr. 
qx.mPiiess, of the Toyful News Mission, has had to dismiss 
n y °t nis evangelists. This is more than half of the total 
the Methodism wants—at least, that is the opinion of 
rp, Methodist Times—a. new outpouring of the Holy Spirit.Tt
Jonf are Pra.ying for it to come down at the Plymouth 
m. r:fence. Rut we guess they’ll have to wait the HolyHUS[, --- •convenience.

aU(j ip ’ ,,,1100 Hughes calls the Methodists to arms. Rome 
to vt Jle Lhurch of England are both making desperate efforts 

‘ engthen themselves. “  un,,. i a.,i „ fcivil ^ _-------------- The fundamental principles of
auil, religious liberty are attacked!” exclaims the 
1 CT ° f  The Atheist Shoemaker.h;
la,\Vf. Mr. Hughes and his friends help to keep up
prjvil Sainst Secularism. They only cry out when their o 
see tjy es are endangered. On the whole, we should 1 
Win,,6»11 .su^er a little. I t  would give them a “  fellow 

with the down-trodden Freethinkers.

Very likely. They always
i the

'own

a ^  °  universe without coming into any contact with

fjll -----
"True eif0 ^ 0r}d s draws a subtle distinction. It  says : 
Atheist' «re* I ’Vdit be an Atheistic Spiritist, but not an 
ti0re ,c,lc Spiritualist.” lie this as it may, we have read 
shelve 1 r  once ° f  spirits, or their mediums, who have 
throu (j difficult questions by saying they have roamed
1 Sod. '

s
^ i r H tA in« likea  miracle is reported in a Madras paper. 
Dleudic- f 11’ a*' Madura, is said to have refused alms to a 
'Veut ;i'1. ’ w'10 thereupon looked at her steadfastly and 
thread As soon as he disappeared, pebbles, cotton,
ter evf’.r,] 'aw’ Srain, and other objects began oozing out of 
Sort of cvery fifteen or twenty minutes. These are the 

cafes that are spread by the mendicants.

plains Songs,  ̂which is not Solomon’s, and which
Jp- \V . an. indecent poem, is defended by the Rev. 
ffi/iv,,,.'., Griffis in the columns of the Northern Christian^ voc'at‘ *n the columns
8ays: V,|,5 fit for public as well as private perusal. He 
u0rcls on»"310 *s n° t  iu the whole poem of five thousand 
l - °ne r f .UuPure thought or evil suggestion, unless it be at 

God 0111 from the polygamist king who has disobeyed 
">6 law ftf  t tno law ot Israel.” Now if Solomon knew of 
^rtaiu he pia<d’ as 'Y° Lave it, which is very doubtful, it is 
jtore CQ ded not disobey it by polygamy, or by seeking 
'jed’g favCu. nesi for these practises were carried on by all 
1 i6na. j1 , ®> and there is nothing in the Bible to condemn 

>lal

ar)lir!„SiUCl,‘ an idea would hardly have been used even in 
p,lor had it been reprobated.

two sisters—
pi , »uu iij _

p.holaR .,*] uuuself is spoken of as having u,,u —
ii1111, an,ir" Aholibah—at the same time, who bore sons to

0
ol'ristian p d think by the flourish of trumpets over the 
h i alon„ r‘,I1deavors, etc., that the old faith was triumphant 
‘Noiowii nn die, and that infidelity is rapidly becoming
the< vto
5 » .

rch ! i?08e who look behind 
»es know there never was

the circus methods of 
» nio).. " " J"  Llluiu never was a time when they had 

%v. Hr °5 advontjitious aids to maintain their position. 
I?®riCa'cou' Hershey, of Boston, says that Ingersoll in 
L,; POUowervntS î'v-° mflh °ns of intelligent young men among 

lr*k rani,)).’ and>  every Christian country the old faith is
fy undermined.

 ̂ .
* ^ u.s^j a Great Northern Railway guard, who 

lcu he e 8uicide in his brake, left a letter to his wife in 
^  ̂ Pressed a hope to meet her in heaven.

lh^uuderpUHls ago Mr. Foote lectured to a large audience 
! > ? ’ S,!aud,un the question “ Did Jesus Christ Ever 
^a^.Leaim^. fiends " f  a body calling itself the Anti-

* 1  - ^  t l iU .l t  U U O AI. U O l lU l  »  I V A  " w e  '-’ * * * *  1 ' » J

d aftr.- .,, °uKh they knew that discussion would bo
o vLr r.nn 1 . . i i i .1 1 * ......1 ___

^ot'jMuus^Ap®re Preseut) and their behavior was simply 
t

n Mg he considers an answer to Mr. Foote.

t ^ i s e  j ffic lecture, they hooted, hissed, yelled, and 
a aq a “ ‘Uljred in Pin nm,f lirnlnl infpurruntions. Since 

if lHe 
111

.\,!!-' ped fQ the most brutal interruptions. Since 
'hat V nfide Leaguer, named F. W. Birkett, has 

n v -  Pan),.! !u; considers an answer to Mr. Foote. A  copy 
Pktj&u. n  j «as been sent to us, and we have read it 
tePlr 0 i lr  p he work of a very green hand. Words are 
Hi,.'”15 to 1?°fe’s mouth which he never used, and the 

l6d to s ,at v did say—or, more often, what ho was 
Wit),y betray a most extensive ignorance of the 

If. plrhott do Arespect the Josephus passage, forinstance, 
V d  0otoever°S Uot aPPear to have heard that anyone but 
Hni.8,8 Regarded it as a forgery, whereas it is stigma-s S S  $Tlle an overwhelming majority of Christian 

accu r ^ n o n y  in its favor quoted from Renan is
It  may be taken

ill, ?lVo„ " ‘O I

»  C S J jW y !  i t  may 
e w;i, 'i V,’ lmt it is not what Renan says in the 

1 see ‘ will leave Mr. Birkett at tliis point. 
0vv httle he understands the question when

ìonestly from some 
says

Mr. Foote publishes the substance of that lecture in a 
separate form.

An acute writer says : “  Every year of his life God is 
obliged to murder between sixty and seventy millions of 
human beings in order to keep down the surplus population 
of mankind.” Besides the slaughter, large numbers are 
broken down in the struggle for life. According to the 
New York Herald, the American doctors say that paresis, or 
paralysis of mind and body is alarmingly on the increase in 
the big cities, owing to the worries incident to the increasing 
struggle for existence. New York is a hot-bed of the disease, 
which a century ago was unknown, even if it did exist. 
Civilisation is not without its drawbacks.

The Catholic League of South London sent the following 
question to Parliamentary candidates : “  I f  returned to 
Parliament, will you do all in your power to secure that 
further and adequate financial aid from rates and taxes 
shall be granted by Parliament to all efficient Roman 
Catholic schools in England and Wales 1” Twenty-four 
candidates had the wickedness or folly to reply to this 
question in the affirmative. _

England is a free country. Of course everybody knows 
that. But the Secularists are robbed by law of their natural 
rights of property, while all religious establishments are 
subventioned by the S tate; and now the religionists are 
clamoring for public money to maintain their schools. 
What a peculiar sort of freedom it is, to be sure !

We regret that Mr. Storey has lost his seat for Sunderland. 
Mr. Gourley, however, retains his ; and it was Mr. Gourley 
who took up the “ Religious Prosecutions Abolition B ill” 
during Mr. Storey’s absence from Parliament through 
illness.

The Rev. W. W. Howard has removed to Leek, and the 
local Times gives him a two-column introduction to the 
inhabitants. Mr. Howard tells in his own way why the 
projected debate on the Soul, between himself and Mr. 
Foote, did not come off at Liverpool. “ H ois ready,” says 
Mr. 1 toward, “ to criticise my position, but he will not 
bring forward his own.” This is—well, not accurate. Mr. 
Foote drew up a proposition which he would maintain in 
debate, as against Mr. Howard’s ; but the reverend gentle­
man wanted to draw up his own proposition and edit Mr. 
Foote’s. Hence these tears._

In the current number of Folk-Lore it is mentioned that, 
in 189:2, a child in Suffolk scalded itself with soup and died, 
though a “ wise woman,” one Mrs. Brundish, was sent for 
“ to charm the fire out of her.” The charm consisted in the 
repetition of these words :—

Tliore wero two angels came from the north,
One brought fire, the other brought frost.
Come out fire, go in frost.
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

A  correspondent of the Rangoon Times says there are out 
there two distinct classes of Christians, who look on each 
other as enemies. They are the well to do, who style them­
selves “ Caste Christians,” and the poor, who are known as 
“ Non-Caste Christians.” The ministers have to pander to 
the Caste Christians, for it is from them they derive these 
emoluments. ____

The Archbishop of Canterbury, in a sermon last Sunday, 
said that ho sometimes got tired, and gloomy, and vexed ; 
and at times anger or irritation would come upon him ; but 
he kept an open book of pleasant poems on the table, of 
which he would read a few lines, and the irritation would 
melt away. We dare say this is a very good remedy. But 
how is it that the Archbishop finds it in a book of pleasant 
poems instead of in the Bible 1 Does poetry do as well, or 
better 1 ____

New York was visited by a terrible cyclone on Saturday 
night, July 13, and the outskirts of the city suffered severely. 
But the worst devastation was wrought at Cherry Hill, 
about ten miles distant. Several persons were killed by 
“ Providence,” and scores of buildings were blown down. 
One of these, a wooden church, was caught by the wind and 
turned completely round. Perhaps “ Providence” will send 
another cyclone to turn it round again ; otherwise the 
worshippers will have to say, like the Irishman, that the 
front of their church is at the back.

Mr. Keir Hardie has been defeated at West Ham. He 
went about the country fighting the Liberals and helping 
the Tories, and the Tories have repaid him by taking away 
his seat. Mr. Hardie is evidently a poor hand at a bargain. 
He will now be able to devote more time to preaching Jesus 
—unless he finds out what he ought to have discovered 
long ago, that Christianity is the greatest enemy of real 
progress.
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The Rev. John Page Hopps says of the Unitarians, in the 
Coming Day, “ Dozens of Unitarian chapels are not churches 
at all, but churchyards dull and dead.” He ought to know, 
for he has been among them the major portion of his life.

Coleridge, who had been a Unitarian himself, said that 
U nitarians were not entitled to the designation of the term 
Christian. This reminds us of a story of a gentleman of 
that persuasion who was introduced one day to a Church­
man of the stricter sort, who inquired : “  Did you say you 
were a Unitarian 1 Ah ! well, then, I  can recognise you as 
a gentleman, but not as a fellow Christian.” “  Oh, never 
mind about that,” was the breezy reply ; “ I  can recognise 
you as a fellow Christian, but not as a gentleman !”

In the Sunday Companion the Rev. G. P. Merrick, chaplain 
of Holloway Gaol, tells of the murderer, Neil Cream, who, 
it was proved, murdered in cold blood no fewer than thirty- 
five women. According to Mr. Merrick, he was one of the 
most proficient Bible students in the gaol, and could recite 
from memory almost half the Bible.

The Daily News, writing of Coleridge and those who 
rake up all the old sins of authors, says these latter “  estab­
lish the Pagan conception of retribution, and make punish­
ment eternal.” This is a Christian calumny on Paganism. 
I t  was Christianity and not Paganism which taught eternal

Eunishment, and it taught it for fifteen hundred years, till 
umanity got ashamed of the doctrine which the Daily News 

now stigmatises as Pagan.

Referring to the “ Woman’s Bible,” now in course of 
preparation by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others, the 
Catholic Union and Times speaks of Mrs. Stanton as “ the 
venerable maiden ” ! Is it possible that Father Cronin is so 
far behind the times that he does not know that Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton is a wife, and the mother of many children, 
some of them already known to fame ? Or does he think 
that she is a modern “ Mother of God ” unaffected by the 
vicissitudes of maternity? In  either case Father Cronin 
should come down into this century.— Trutliseeker.

A  “ Bible Student” asks in the New York Sun why is it 
that Matthew and John, actual eye-witnesses according to 
Luke, avoid all mention of the ascension. “ Dese sorter 
questions,” said the colored preacher, “ would upset any 
system of theology.”

The Rev. J. J. Porter is a Baptist preacher. He is also 
the editor of the Helper, published in Jerseyville, 111., and 
professes to be eager for a debate with “ any living infidel 
scholar [dead ones being debarred] as to the correctness of 
the Bible.” Here is a sample of what the Rev. Mr. Porter 
can do : “ T iiomas Paine . In 1792 he [Paine] went to Paris 
to engage in constitution-making with Condorcet. Soon he 
was imprisoned by Robespierre, and during the eleven 
months of his imprisonment he wrote the Age o f Reason. 
lle_ showed it to Dr. Franklin, who returned it, advising 
Paine never to publish it, but burn it up before it was seen 
by any other person, and thus he would save himself a great 
deal of repentance. and mortification.” The facts, as 
recorded by Mr. Paine himself, are that the first part of 
the Age o f Reason was written in 1799, being completed in 
December of that year, six hours before the author's arrest 
took place. Franklin had then been dead about three years. 
I  do not believe that the Rev. Mr. Porter desires to debate 
with Infidels on the “  correctness ” of anything. What he 
wants is a lying match.—Truthseeker.

The Rev. Mr. Easton, who claims to speak with knowledge 
because he has been a missionary in Persia, says : “  All 
evidence goes to show that emancipated woman, so far 
from being a purifying and refining element in society, is 
herself an incarnate demon with nothing womanly in her 
but the name, a combination of Messalina and Lady 
Macbeth.” Possibly Mr. Easton considers the Persian 
method of. keeping women subdued and secluded prefer- 
able as it is more in accordance with the revealed word of 
God.

the refusal of the Rev. Johnson Myers, of Immanuel 
baptist '.[lurch, ' Incago, to baptise a colored applicant for 
membership, has made some talk among the colored popula­
tion, and one of the leading black ministers, the Rev Mr. 
Townsend, has retorted that he would rather take his 
portion in hell than go to heaven to meet such white folks 
as the Rev. J. Myers.

Ihe Rcv. J. I. Whitty, of Ramsgate, claims to have started 
Palestine Exploration, and puts his claims in verse as under :

Since ho who scribos—Johannos Irwino Whitty 
Explored Jerusalem, the Holy City,
Have two and thirty age-worn years fled by—
The present date below, marked Anno Domini.

Mr. W hitty may take the cake for his discoveries : ho will 
hardly do so for his verses.

Providence has much regard for locusts, and in East Atnc* 
swarms of them eat up all the provender. A  letter from1 
German mission there says : “  Many people die of hung • 
In a place near Mpwapwa, forty-six out of fifty inhabit11 
died of famine. Two weeks ago I  was in a village 'vlieer 
nine grown-up people out of seventeen had died of hung° 
in a single week. Hunger is the cry throughout the land-

During divine service a church at Calastarra, in 
was struck by lightning. A  child was killed, eight ot ^ 
persons were injured, and the building was set on fire- 
very peculiar case of “  Providence.”

The Rev. W. Earle, a High Church clergyman, reeen^I 
wrote a book in which he spoke harshly of dissenters. ,0 
Greenock Telegraph having criticised his view, Mr. "  u 
wrote to the editor : “  Luther and Knox and Wesley, al!0aV0 
men like them, who opened the door for the sheep to * 
the fold, must now have a hot corner. I  could not be 
that such incarnate demons are in heaven. A ll who °Pwoe 
my book are enemies to the happiness of Christendom. g0 
betide the papers which go against my book. In doing 
they are going against God.” This man of God evict anj  
has the good old spirit of religion. But Luther, Jpi10X\vere 
Wesley also had a touch of the same complaint. They u 
not, therefore, incarnate demons. “ Criticise me aIl j.gare 
criticise God,” is the common religious thought. ln elSrjqiey 
obliged to make God such another as themselves. . ere- 
must give God their own thoughts, having no other 
with to endow him.

Mr. H. M. Stanley, the gentleman who went throng 
Africa in such a Christian fashion, says it is Ais
“ the whole earth shall know the Lord.” We presum ^ g0) 
means that Stanley was the Lord’s advance agent, 
the poor niggers must look out when the boss appeal

The South Wales Times devotes an article to j>oard 
Education and Atheism.” It  prophecies that 11 jj0ns, 
schools go on, “  in two or, at the most, three f>?ncoUritryi
relifrinn will Via flpoff in t.ViA wnrkintr nlnsses of this C

___________________________________July 21, 1895^

with the evil, wherefore the rate and taxpayer 
plundered for the support of denominational schoo

-----  . . .  Bury, h»8
Mr. J. Kenyon, the Conservative candidate tor fed as 

a funny idea of the duties of Atheists. He is r,.PjoDi ye" 
saying that though they cared nothing for remq,iatioIia 
they ought to send their children to some deno £ enyoil 
school to give them religious education. . . ' y,ec»use 
apparently considers that Atheists give up relig1 
it is a good thing.

The New York Independent, a journal somethi 1
Christian World, is flippant over the Woman 
says, “  Why not? We have a Breeches Bible.

A. W. Malcolmson writes in the Vegetarian ta*y^

oiff

“ Biblical Difficulties Overcome.” How naive
judged from iiis saying, “  I t  is remarkable that n[ ( gjy 
model prayer Our Lord left us, he taught us to • y’eat.’’ L . 
this day our daily bread.’ Not our d a i ly / « «  0(f l eat.’’ 
is unaware that “ bread” here is generic lia<? to0k br®,0 
goes on to say that, at the Last Supper, * e th »t, 9 
and wine, vegetable products.” Is he n<ÿ a' i j H® ■ J 
Passover, which Jesus celebrated, included mn a[1d s 
not notice that “ Our Lord ” partook also or >
“  Rise Peter, kill and eat.” ____  ̂ tj,e

When the people of Neufchûtel opP°|e4 ^q^iss /" 
Great’s interference in favor of a pastor or tn n^/i bv f 
who denied the eternity of future puiusnnu , 'v(Ui,nt .e] 
said the king, “ si ces messieurs dr N e u f g0 jjeu'c Ij-fie 
damnés à toute éternité, ainsi soit il." H t  _ B(î it.. 0f 
people wish to bo damned to all eternity, doct1'1 ̂ erc 
gentlemen, it seems, did not profoss to .t uns',]ves, b, 
universal salvation dangerous for them‘ vants.’ 
fearful of its effect upon “ their wives and s -

James I. said: “ No bishop, no k ing tho^°]\ectê  
.added : No cross, no crown. The king o taxcs, c,.()bber̂
men; the priests, the souls. One lived —botL troll?
by force, the other on alms collected by . J ff&rg co .ee<ls- 
both lieggars. These robbors and these b . luad® 
two worlds. The king made laws, the p 1 0th f
Both obtained their authority from , u , i.e peoP10 0Ceiv® 
agents of the infinite. With bowed bn-ck IlU,utb K . 
the burdens of one, and with wonders of . j  t° tJedG' 
the dogmas of the other. If the people aW t *aj» »■ 
they were crushed by the king, ana every ]1 flic  
who slaughtered tho children of the bra • ^  
by force, tho priest by fear, and both oy

i
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

7.30 ^ 0̂ ’ July 21, Milton Hall, Hawley-Crescent, Kentish Town : 
’ Secularism and tho New Parliament.”

Ju>y 28, Milton Hall.A
gust 4, Newcastle; 11, 18, and 25, St. James’s Hall, London.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

^ ATTS’S E n g a g e m e n t s .—July 28, August 4 and 11,
erwell— All communications for Mr. Watts should be sentt01 ■ " 01*.—a h  <

a reply is required, a stampod and addressod onvelope 
at 81 Effra-r - — ■ 

iji — x nanks. See pa
^cry Much. Unveiled, is published at the office of the

j n  . au o i laura-roau, jjn :
J. ip °® s° n .—Thanks. See paragraph.

If s.’4 Very Much Unveiled is publi 
\y. c, lllnster Qaxette, price one shilling.

ttiust k ‘ W  ls requireu, a stampeu anu auuressou onv 
J q j b° unclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S. W.

West-,

Melbourne Harbinger o f Light says that Mrs. Mabel 
int0 th on'y  daughter of Mrs. Annie Besant, was baptised

0. g  0 Fenian Catholic Church on May 1. Requiescat in pace. 
and c: ~ ' Vo llavo always a largo (quantity of such copy on hand, 

w. p not guarantee an early insertion.
R. p0„ ?liBUTS-—Your subscription is handed to our publisher,

■ r> 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C., to whom please senddirect
K. o. yj m

t° ^/Amsterdam).—James ii. 20 is evidently a contradiction 
'■Thanks f ' an3 *b TC. How otherwise can it bo explained V 
Hollandi0r -t>a'Jeraa,l> and prosperity to Freothought in

graphT ~D^lan'ts Tor the troublo you have taken. Seo para- 
Hia Le‘ n®Toi shall be attended to as soon as Mr. Foote gets 

A rpRl . uro'Scheme in working order.
*uiport1aitIlIAN-5T ^ 0*'*'Tng'lam).—Your letter is too long for its 
y°ndon cfe', You ask “ la God responsible for his' acts?” but 
There i ° '  ,bne “  responsible.”  Hadn’t you bettor prove that 

J. ,s a g°d first ? J *
r,4 success' L:®ased to hear that the Manchester excursion was 

M. y ANS" These social gatherings tend to coment our party, 
i^ends in h  “ ^l.HTonecutter-street, will bo glad to hear from any 
Hr. Foote’ fk '  °Sb’ond who can distribute or exhibit bills of 
a|so fron ® three Sunday evening lecturos at St. James’s H a ll; 

jj. Tickets. nonb8 wh° can undertake to assist in tho sale of

lutters^ji'E— thanks, .but Mr. Foote has not time to writo 
, • W M T)rovj ncial papers. It  is quite true that tho Rev. 
)^atts, and'oa™ has held public debates with Mossrs. Foote, 
c • Footo'i '3̂ m.es > hut it was very many years ago. Of courso 

condit'8 'TUH° ready to dobato with Mr. Howard on reason- 
, ¡stintm And tho first condition is absoluto equality.
to hnrn FrW" st abandon their old ideas of privilege. They used 
65tP>ect na ,fc0“ >inkers ; now they assume airs of superiority, and 

j, '*’e Want nn ° e Thankful for anything they concede to us. But 
SmEdj concessions. Wo simply want justice and fairplay. 

r’y"  * ( T) Alleged facts must be substantiated before any«He can'k '
«  ln:lnbe. called5*

hyi),,,,. • alled upon to explain them. Much of tho phenomena 
. y H’lOUsm, in n„kl»„ . ‘ f............. : .1____.,„,1■ ision. *?’ !n l)uhlfc performances, is deception, and often 

i ls °Wn ? hypnotic pationt can tell anything but what is in
whm UVlk0r what is suggested ' ..............

c°cte 0b;(v<fubaT°M of Mrs. Besant’s i
tu °ciali«t ” Hto woarinS 
,c>r ri(,i,fl. His view is tl

to him. (2) Wo do not 
are now in print. (3) Mr. 

ticket—“  Individualist ”  orracialist »  8, T° wearing either
(i. *r righ(.' i 18 vi.0w is that society and the individual have 

)f Jussthe matt tbe*r Provinces. But this is not tho place to

(?e bo°k,"lmi>arallcl8 to Tho sayings of Josus Christ aro not in 
te> 8  QuarfJ1/mtln^ kooks. Jewish parallels aro given in ¡the 

C. ri in vfil article by Deutsch, which has boon

« a . » * *
Very sorry to hoar of tho continued rowdyism in 

Soe a paragraph in “  Sugar l ’lums.” I f  it is

 ̂ Tilted i

b̂̂ Toria

mn2 essar>'’” Mr:“¥o"ote w ilfcom e* down and 'see 
tb^BOLngj, ' et„1,ng cannot bo hold in spito of tho blackguards.
“ d Hall of ¿~rThe National Secular Hall Socioty still occupies 

^ndod ” nC0’ Though tho mortgagoo has moro than once 
be r the ni 'P°ssession. Tho Society’s solicitors are now acting, 

**1.Uan>8 instructions, and tho rosult will probably 
We„kUloUs to „ m noxt weok’s freethinker. Of courso it is 
hies j Weok-CXT m<it. a detailed statomont of dolicato business

A. j  as. • This papor is road by onomies as woll as by

TV ^O S .-If ■
Pag» b« l a wasto of timo to reply to such a drivollor. 

te ' ln<lU?rfia . ast8 of tho downfall of Socularism, and on thore»." ‘aquirp; “ oasts of th 
H feT 'S ^W h eTh or his?raC „ S  your mZ ‘u  ,“ s °\vn I?aPcr 18 liv0

dio. With
eCllVaugh' , ‘ ' ' 0w"  query, tho tiguros aro an absurdity. Mr. 

a8o clr halls * mkVer ablo to raiso largo sums of money for 
Tho H „ i i r  8um ho originally raised, twenty-six years 

old n, f°f tho „ ° f Hcionco, is considerably loss than has been 
> i c> b o rs of i‘k ° °hiect since his death. I t  will bo nows to 
b ib i-T1 could ! he N.S.S. that “  in Mr. liradlaugh’s timo tho 

"bang(.rsoraiS0 its thousands of pounds for spocial objects. 
SfiS. 0 nov0r strong in arithmetic.

rids tr * pool lo s t—rrogr0881vu 
°i~'Trml arb,iah'cr of L igh t-N ew  York Sun-C larion- 
Hroodc, se?her—Post—Literarv Digost—Islo of Man 

orusalem Star—Glasgow Evening Nows—

Sunderland Echo—Good Templar’s Watchword—Philosophical 
Journal.

Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor be 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

L e t t e r s  for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

L e c t u r e  N o t ic e s  must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first pos 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

O r d e r s  for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

S c a l e  o f  A d v e r t is e m e n t s .—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post freo, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

I t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
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S U G A R  P L U M S .

Mr . F oote has not been lecturing for some weeks. This 
evening (July 21) he lectures at Milton Hall on “  Secularism 
and the New Parliament.” North London Freethinkers 
should do their best, in spite of the phenomenal weather, to 
secure him a large audience. Mr. Foote also lectures at 
Milton Hall on the following Sunday ; on the next Sunday 
he opens a new hall taken by the Newcastle Branch, and 
then he returns to London for his three Sunday evening 
lectures at St. James’s Hall, Piccadilly, of which full 
particulars will be given in our next issue.

Mr. S. P. Putnam lectured at Bristol on Sunday. Owing 
to the wonderful weather, which makes it a burden to sit 
indoors, and perhaps still more to the Parliamentary elec­
tions, his audiences were not so large as they should have 
been ; but those who did attend were delighted. We hope 
the Birmingham friends will rally in strong force at 
Mr. Putnam’s lectures to-day (July 21). The battle of the 
elections is over, and people should now be free to listen 
to wit and common sense.

Providence favored the L.S.F. excursion to Clacton-on- 
Sea with delightful weather, and when there the saints 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves roaming or boating along 
the shore, taking a sea-trip in the “  Koh-i-noor,” or driving 
into the country. Mr. and Mrs. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. Watts, 
Mr. Parris, Mr. Moss, Mr. Wheeler, Air. Forder, Mr. True- 
love, and other well-known friends, were present and 
joined the common tea at Kigg’s Retreat. In consequence 
of the beauty of the weather, the President said there would 
be no speaking, and briefly expressed a hope that there 
would be even better gatherings in succeeding years.

Mr. Joseph Symes has fought bravely against enemies and 
adverse circumstances at Melbourne, though wo regret that 
he seems to be getting the worst of it at present. He is 
being sued for libel by one of the men who jockeyed him 
out of tho hall he built for Freethought purposes, and at a 
cortain stage of tho proceedings lie was charged with 
contempt of court on account of some remarks in the 
Liberator. Air. Symes pleaded his own case, and denied 
that he meant to cast any slur upon the court; nevertheless 
the judge sentenced him to fourteen days’ imprisonment.

Air. Symes has apparently more than one man can do 
out at Alelbourne. Bigotry seems as rampant there as it is 
here, and even more so. Air. Symes brought on action for 
assault, and went into the box as a witness ; whereupon ho 
was asked a number of ridiculous and insulting questions of 
the “ Where do you expect to go to V  order. I t  is scandalous 
that such proceedings should be tolerated in a court of 
justice. Our old colleague would be well-advised, in our 
opinion, if he refused to answer argumentative and hypo­
thetical questions, which are only put for the purpose of 
raising a prejudice against him, and not at ail for the 
purpose of eliciting relevant information.

Just as wo aro going to press we receive the Liberator for 
June 8, in which wo note that Air. Symes has won in the 
libel case, the jury returning a verdict of “  Not Guilty.” 
This prosecution had been hanging over Air. Symes for 
many months, and ho must feel relieved at its termination.

From the same number of the Liberator we see that 
the Secularists in Sydney are in troublo over their hall.
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The late lessee left them with a large arrear of rent, and a 
Mr. lllake, who bought one of their promissory notes, has 
moved for a public auction. I t  is said that the Christians 
are trying to get the place into their hands. Altogether it 
is a grave question whether Secularists should take the 
risks and responsibilities of property until they can hold it 
in trust under the full protection of the law.

Mr. Robert Forder lectures in Victoria Park this morning 
(July 21), and we hope the platform will be well supported 
by local Freethinkers. This open-air station has lately been 
the scene of much Christian ruffianism ; indeed, the Branch 
has appealed to Mr. Foote, who may have to intervene 
personally. I t  will never do to let our meetings be stopped 
by blackguards who disgrace the name of Christianity.

There is a revival of interest in Spinoza in Holland. A  
new translation of his Ethics, by Dr. Gorter, has appeared, 
and a second translation has been announced. In Germany, 
also, Spinoza becomes more and more known, studied, and 
appreciated.

Mr. J. E. Dobson heckled the Liberal candidate, Mr. 
Samuel, at Stockton-on-Tees, on the Blasphemy Laws. Mr. 
Samuel replied, before a meeting of two thousand people, 
that he was in favpr of the fullest extension of religious 
liberty, that he considered Freethinkers should be as free as 
any other body to disseminate their opinions, and that he 
would support Liberty of Bequest and Repeal of the 
Blasphemy Laws.

We know not what denomination the Rev. J. Howarth, of 
Sunderland, belongs to, but he certainly deserves a Sugar 
Plum for the way in which he supported Mr. Storey for 
bringing in a Bill to repeal the Blasphemy Laws. Mr. 
Howarth said he demanded that a man should be regarded 
as much a citizen, though he was an Atheist, as a man who 
was a Christian man and a Christian minister. This state­
ment was received with much applause.

The Bristol Branch of the N.S.S. sent our “  Questions for 
Parliamentary Candidates ” to the candidates for the North 
and South divisions of their city. Mr. Lewis Fry replied 
that he was “ in favor of complete civil and religious liberty,” 
though he appears to think that people ought to be punished 
if they “ give reasonable grounds of offence to the prevailing 
religious opinion of the country,” which stultifies his first 
declaration. Mr. Charles Townsend replied that the “  Blas­
phemy Laws ought to be repealed at once.” Mr. E. S. Hill’s 
reply was evasive. He was in favor of religious liberty (of 
course !), but “  to give complete and careful answer to your 
questions would entail an amount of time and research 
which you will easily understand I  cannot now give.”

Mr. W. H. Lawless, one of the Liberal candidates at 
Bristol, replying to a local Secularist, wrote : “ I  am dis­
tinctly opposed to any laws inflicting disabilities upon 
citizens because of religious or non-religious opinions.” Sir 
-Michael Hicks Beach, the well-known Tory, wrote: “ The 
Blasphemy Laws arc doubtless old-fashioned in form and 
detail; but I  think it necessary that offensive or indecent 
attacks on the faith of the great majority of the people 
should be liable to punishment; and therefore I  am opposed 
to_their repeal, unless something of that kind could be sub­
stituted in their place.” That is, Sir Michael will not help 
to destroy the present stick with which Christians beat 
Freethinkers, unless he is certain of having in its place 
another stick, not perhaps so heavy, but good enough for 
the purpose. “ Offensive” and “ indecent” are what 
Bentham called question-begging epithets. Even “ attacks ” 
is a term of the same description. Criticism and discussion 
are christened “ attacks,” then they are called “ offensive 
attacks,” then “  indecent attacks,” and by that time the poor 
critic has become a monster deserving twelve months’ im­
prisonment.

The annual picnic of the Failsworth Secular Sunday- 
school, which was arranged for July 20, has, in consequence 
of the election taking place on that day, been postponed to 
the following Saturday, July 27. The excursion goes to 
Hebden Bridge, the times of trains, etc., being the same as 
already arranged.

On Sunday last about forty members and friends of the 
Manchester Branch journeyed to Chester in a saloon 
carriage, where, after a pleasant run of seventy-five minutes 
they arrived, and were met at the station by two local 
Freethinkers and conducted round the walls of the city. In 
the afternoon a number of friends from Liverpool arrived, 
and the whole party proceeded up the river in a special 
barge to Eaton. The scenery was delightful, and the sail 
enjoyed by everyone. Before leaving Eaton a photograph 
group of the party was taken.

The July Manist opens with a thoughtful paper by 
Professor Joseph Le Comte on “ The Theory of Evolution

and Social Progress.” His idea is that as organic evoD ^1 
differs from mere chemical evolution, taking up new fact■ ’
so human evolution or social progress involves new tac 
to those of organical evolution. “  Organic evolution str ^  
only for the survival of the fittest. Social progress str  ̂
to make as many as possible fit to survive. In org 
evolution the weak, the sick, the helpless, the old, tne_ 
in any way, perish, and ought to perish, because this Is e 
only means of strengthening the blood or physical na  ̂
of the species. In social progress, on the contrary, the'  ^  
the sick, the helpless, the old, the unfit in any 'vay’ ti,y, 
sustained, and ought to be sustained, because synip  ̂
pity, love, strengthens the spirit, the moral nature ox A
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the distinctive human nature. In  a word, in ration1al
the
but

evolution war is the great element of advance ; in ratl 
evolution, peace.” Professor Lo Comte admits that 
moral nature is conditioned by the physical nature, 
thinks the problem of their claims, and of how to obey, ^  
law of love and mutual help, without weakening the bloou 
the race by inheritance, can be solved by a rational edueax > 
physical, mental, and moral.

Leslie Stephen helps to explain how his brother, Sir 
Fitzjames Stephen became a Freethinker, having 0f 
brought up in Evangelical Puritanism. He was on• r 
those few who have sought to realise hell, and the I® ^  
still who have thought of it as for themselves.  ̂
imagined the whole world transformed into a globe ot 
white hot, with a place in the middle made to fit W ,^ 
closely that he could not even wink. The globe was ,£ce, 
like an orange ; he was thrust by an angel into his P . 
immortal, inconsumable, and capable of infinite sun? ^  
and then the two halves were closed, and he left in 111 
isolation to suffer eternal torments.

thi8
hi®iitzJam es s elder brother gave the first blow to -  

f./.ffi1 y  CT<?ei ’ a?!(1 t,ll0n Paine’s Age o f Reason shook 1» 
fui ther. Defending Rowland Williams in the famous 
< id Reviews case, compelled a further examination of ° rtlV| 
c oxy, and he came at length to think that religion " '0® 
religion''™6 theology’ but that morality would survive

i- (Hi; George Meredith made a speech for the first tim0.*“ 
ns life on Saturday evening. I t  was at the dinner of „ 

Omar kliayyam Ciub. “ While coffee was being s o n g  
says the Daily Chronicle, “  the beautiful face of the great® 
o living novelists was observed in the doorway, ana. all 
members rose to their feet and welcomed him with J®. 
greatest enthusiasm.” Mr. Edward Clodd, the p n f'^ n , 
greeted Mr. Mereidith on behalf of the Club, which ca [
itself after the great Persian poet so exquisitely ’ “"(jni® 
into English by the late Edward Fitzgerald- ]ariie 
Khayyam was a Freethinker as well as a poet. A 0 eral® 
infidel,” Tennyson called him, in a dedication to r 11 »

-----  liberal
Some of the American Unitarians are far mor (jU)C 

than their Englishco-religionists. A t New York,®0 w® 
as ' * I A M '

l iO ilA  t lA O A L  -LJ IA^AAO A I W l U l A ^ l V / l l l O V O .  x j -w ~

go, they invited Colonel Ingersoll to address tb01.1,’ ¡uSbuffi 
see from the Boston Investigator that Mr. J. E. v ^  tb°
has been invited by the Rev. Mr. Simmons, p*8 pulp®'
first Unitarian Church of Minneapolis, to occupy jcCturc
It would be cruel if Mr. Remsburg gave his po|)u 
on “  The False Claims of the Christian Church.

____  , wl*°
The Universalists of America aro simply t,bf v,'ith°u,| 

disbelieve in eternal punishment, and offer treac ^ut ¡vl 
brimstone. They have churches of their c?y1j’vers»llst  ̂
Unitarians, and many others, are practically U*1 a vCX 
The late Stephen Pearl Andrews once said to t 1 s(,uaR?j 
good thing. He observed : “  Y  ou Universalists ha ̂ vV” 
on the biggest word in the English language- ftDd yffi. 
lie, “  the world is beginning to want that big w° ’^ove 0 
Universalists must either improve the property
the premises.” ____ ,ye

, “ Wh;lt ur 
under the heading , gecu .ionai ^ .e&v

was a A )en,
M°ss’f e> 8

The Boston Investigator,
See,” has the following: “ That the N a tion »^  gr& 
Society’s Annual Conference in England '  t g C<>‘ 
success: that Messrs. Foote, Watts, Putnam, * ovc®”1"
u „..i— l „„ .i .... form at.
1 v nCVOOO y UllUllf «UOOOiUi x W Wj 1 i 'J _ ^

Heaford, and Gilmour were in fine form at el 
meeting, and addressed a largo and enthusiastic h

orThe Two Worlds says that Spiritualists, 1(fcann0t 
Secularists, are not recognised by the law, an« eSts, - 
Spiritualist societies, hold property, receive '^ 1JnxieUf-3 
own halls, and this is an ever-increasing source anclid 
its promoters. I t  urges all its readers to questionpromoters, 
if they are in 
abilities.

urges cvn it?> lutiutio -I 
favor of tho removal ot

‘r e l i s h

f 264 f0 
jority 0.vers»f#

02 haŝ d(-<-ian V!'iUllb<u Deputies, by a maj 
o f’ the entrve<f  i f  tY eii.tieth o f September, U  holiday- 'I’m -pf kalian troops into Koine, j 
which Still I n  Wlll  «n il and wormwood to th e *  yearns for a restoration o f its temporal P°
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v. ro|ess°r Bain is among the new recipients of £100 a 
H j.h ttn  the Civil List Pensions. We congratulate Lord 

sebery’s Government on its courage in recognising the 
ices of so advanced a thinker.

friends of Dr. August Specht, editor of Menschenthum 
(]a J-'reien Glocken, have been celebrating his fiftieth birtli- 
Kcna - ’ as it happens, the twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
'«an 'r?  a Ereetnought speaker. Dr. Specht has written 

 ̂t b,eri.nan Freethougnt works, of which the most 
'vKioi'i Ut a Popular Development History o f the World, 

011 ' las reached a fourth edition.
Tl. r< -----

edit Ascent, “ A  Weekly Record of Islam in England,” 
sixt ' by W. H. Abdullah Quilliam, has been enlarged to 
J{0j eu Pages. It is full of interest to all students of 
hesitai,Ulnedan affairs, and, as our readers know, does not 

ate to carry war into the Christian camp.
Tl i -----

sole death of Professor Huxley leaves Herbert Spencer the 
fully UrYlv.or ° f  the four intellectual giants who so power- 
fof^^bbeld the doctrine of man’s evolution from the lower 
pop',. . ''fe. No man has done more than Huxley to 
«terarriS“i study of science, and, by his remarkable 
irresi-n i ts’ to fTve it au interest and a charm which was 
deeper’ ’ anci which was sure to lead the reader to explore 
of ft ?ntp the storehouse of knowledge after reading one 

X (iy s works.—Secular Thought.

Mothe AUC0I1,i edition of Une Mère Vierge (Mr. Foote’s Virgin 
is riiV,i-\*r^nsiated by C. Cilwa, has appeared in French. It  

ished by M. Felix Roy, 27 Passage de l’Opera, Paris.

TiiE h o n o rariu m  to th e  pr e s id e n t  of th e  
n a t io n a l  se c u lar  s o c ie t y .

-T Will i
Nrati0 . i f cm°nibered that at tho last Conference of the 
Oeoi'j, ^ecuiar Society a letter was read from Mr. 
teco'm ■ I f  erS0-n’ suggesting that its President “ should be 
Party’ • or his loss of time and money in serving the 
a q0 ® uiterests.” Accordingly, the Conference appointed 
Char] ln*ittee, consisting of Mr. George Anderson, Mr. 
to C0U!jS. ) '  atts, Mr. Robert Forder, and Mr. George Ward, 
tho er the best plan to bo adopted for carrying out 
c ircu ia^ cm - The Committee met and drew up a 
linker v,"  '¡eh probably most of the readers of the Free- 
, This C„ ° 8een-
lHtion , mittee unanimously passed the following reso- 
’Mr, o’ proposed by Mr. George Anderson, and seconded by 
°f the : “  That the sum to bo paid the President

i ôr this year be £100, to be confirmed, 
Notice ”C< ’ 01 diminished each year by vote of tho Con-

catry resolution it was tho desire of the Committee to 
theCOn ^he object, for which it had been appointed by 
J°th as°t,GSS delegates, in the most satisfactory manner 
Nearly jn ? terms and amount, leaving the .Society to act 

It ¡¡. } uture as circumstances might dictate.
'dth 0 ,u hoped that what has been done will meet 
,tl(Hnbers aPl)roval of the Secular party, and that its 
'ls Possjm W’ i subscribe tho required amount as promptly 

e‘ Ch a r le s  W a tts .

I *̂U][)yQ •
''don, gUtions can bo sent to Miss Vance, 28 Stonecutter-street, 

'5 or paid to any member of tho Committee.]

Al;
! fer R. yv achnowledged, £35.

P i?r Mis v C : Hunt, 10s. 6d. ; J. D. Leggett, 2s. Od.
I, "Heb 2, l  ?ace : J- T. Embleton, 10s. ; S. Seal, £5 ; 

(y VT- Cd.
ard ; E. Calvert, 2s. Od. ; Mr. and Mrs. Caisey. 4s.

Subscriptions Deceived :—

¿te^houla U\ tlle 
■ bo

Ä * iU!i tc> 'Volvf.„ --- vi.vuoo u. ..u ..j .
, rnc most coherent consequences, and it bind:

i .ilosorJl1eXP ,ana,ti°ns of mysteries by laws of scicnci 
Jy •ii.r'dl ,l0V N- I’heso methods may not lead us far, bu 

°roit,,r ead Us wrong, and they will keep us modes 
ktiow°m<; Proportion between what we declare anc 

./. Holyoake, “  The Trial o f Theism,"p. 43

MR. PUTNAM’S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extracts from  his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker ”
(.June 22).

The friends in Liverpool treat me royally. On Monday I  
have a red-letter day indeed, a day crowded with the noblest 
pictures of English scenery and its ancient magnificence. 
Through the kindness of Mr. Towers I  am driven by him 
over to the olden and beautiful city of Chester, seventeen 
miles distant. We are accompanied by Mr. W. C. Balfour 
and Mr. Lawrance Small, who is one of the most active 
workers for Freethought in England, at home amid the 
treasures of modern science. I  had good company, a 
delightful day, a road smooth as marble, a fine horse, and 
England’s most superb springtime attire. We cross in the 
ferry-boat to Birkenhead. They don’t have ferry-boats here 
like our big ones. The passengers go over in one boat and 
the teams in another, and the boats are small in comparison 
with our palatial ones. Birkenhead is a place of 100,00 
inhabitants, and has a somewhat monotonous appearance, 
with its rows of houses, and scarcely a green thing to be 
seen ; but soon we are out in the country, flying by the long, 
green hedges, the extensive fields, the rows of horse-chestnut 
trees, the white and red bloom of the hawthorns, the rugged 
oaks, and at times the mountain ash, or rowan, with its 
brilliant blossom. We pass by Port Sunlight, where they 
manufacture the Sunlight Soap. This is an immense 
industry. A  beautiful village has been built around the 
huge factories, a kind of model village, where the working 
man can buy his own home by small instalments, and enjoy 
the conveniences of modern life. Mr. Lever, the originator 
of this vast enterprise, was a Freethinker, I  understand, and 
a contributor to the support of Mr. Bradlaugh. He is a 
reformer after the Owen style. He believes in helping 
humanity by industrial methods. After passing Port 
Sunlight we roll through Eastham, Sutton, ana other quiet 
and antique villages, over which the breath of change has 
never swept. A t Chester we pass under the ancient wall 
built, I  believe, by the Romans. The word “ Chester ” is 
from the Latin word castra, and indicates an ancient 
camping-ground. The present city of Chester has grown 
beyond the original ramparts, but these still remain as land­
marks of centuries ago.

Old-fashioned streets and houses, overhanging walls, 
covered walks alongside the stores, etc., meet the view in 
this stately cathedral city of about fifty thousand people. 
The cathedral is the first object of interest. It  was built in 
the thirteenth century. It  is falling to pieces in places, and 
is now being renovated. It  is a beautiful building, solemn 
and sweet in its voices and pictures of the past, as we wander 
through its freighted gloom, gaze upon its panels anti 
carvings, its rich adornments, and the emerald carpet and 
shining trees that greet the blue heaven in the central space 
of its encircling walls. An ancient verger waits upon us and 
reveals the hidden beauties. He tells us he has been here for 
over fifty years. No doubt he loves the cathedral. Its 
carvings are among the most marvellous and skilful in the 
world, wrought in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
There was a sly twinkle of humor in the old man’s eyes as 
he pointed out the quaint and curious figures. I must con­
fess I  was astonished. 1 supposed that in a cathedral so 
imposing, with its dim, religious light, there could bo nothing 
in its carvings but scriptural and theological subjects. Ah 
me ! those old monks had a vein of comedy, and in the very 
heart of the church the artist had pictured the humors of 
human life. There were carvings of clowns dancing, of 
lovers, of Red Riding Hood—a legend, it seems, of the tenth 
contury—of a quarrelling married couple, with elbow 
against elbow, as if each sought for more room and neither 
would yield. Thero was, furthermore, the final tragedy, 
when they went at each other with knife and hatchet. 
There was also, as the verger smilingly hinted, a prophecy 
of Chicago, a picture of two great fat hogs anti a litter of 
pigs, with the parson coming after his tithes. Well, it was 
runny to see these humorous displays in the holy sanctuary. 
Those old monks could not have been such a bad lot when 
they were capable of enjoying these secular pictures in the 
very midst of their religious solemnities. The gargoyles 
on the outside of the cathedral are equally comic and 
grotesque. One represents Gladstone, with feather pen in 
mouth, toppling over the Roman dynasty, and another 
Disraeli in a similar position. I  must confess I  do not 
understand the significance of theological art.

One of the most novel things I  witnessed in Chester was 
a picturo of the Virgin Mary being impregnated by the Holy 
Ghost. I do not dare to describe it. I  could hardly believe; 
my eyes when I  looked at i t ; but there it was, on one of 
the main streets of Chester, on a building that must have 
been erected in the thirteenth century or before. What 
fools we mortals be ! I  said to myself, as I  looked at that 
hideous caricature.

Chester is on the river Dee. We watched the salmon­
fishing, which is quite an industry here. As I  noted the 
fishermen hauling in the net, the music of the poet’s song
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murmured in my brain, “ Across the sands o’ Dee.” Near 
the river bank are the ruins of the oldest church in Chester, 
of the twelfth century, I  believe.

A t the landing-place my friends charter a steamship, the 
“  Volunteer,” to take our company up the river to the estate 
of the Duke of Westminster. Why should we not travel in 
pride and glory like any grandee of the land ? I t  was a 
beautiful voyage. We left behind the gracious, venerable 
city, glittering on the high banks of the river. The prospect 
before us was infinitely sweet, the placid river, clear and 
smooth, the green banks, and the softly gliding vessel. 
Every moment there was a change

Into something rich and strange.
I t  is indescribable, the perfect loveliness, the solitude, the 
motion, the city fading from view, and only the winding 
liquid pathway with emerald splendors on every side, ana 
ever-varying shades of color.

We reach the beautiful estate of Westminster. Here are 
the stables which produce the most famous horses in the 
world. Here is the magnificent park, with great trees, and 
the deer and sheep grazing on the ample green. The 
residence of the Duke seems like a village as we approach. 
There are the outbuildings and lodges, the chapel and tower, 
the main structure itself, and the golden gates, and the 
obelisk. We pass through the magnificent suite of rooms 
where royalty is entertained, where glorious pictures grace 
the walls, and statues gleam, and precious stones shine; 
where there is everything that wealth can buy. The duke 
has an income of a million pounds a year. He owns 
enormous quantities of land, houses in London, etc. I  
believe he is the richest duke of the realm. When he is 
away from his gorgeous palace visitors are permitted to 
enter, and the proceeds are devoted to charitable purposes. 
The Duke himself will show visitors about if he happens to 
be present; and the visitors do not always know who is 
their guide, and some amusing blunders occur. But the 
Duke takes it all in good part. I  guess he likes to study 
human nature that way. I  should think he would want 
some such relief from the awful dignity of his position, 
which must occasionally be tiresome. It  is like keeping a 
big hotel. He has accommodation for over one hundred 
guests. He can’t spend all his money whatever he does. 
I  don’t believe he enjoys himself one bit better than we 
Secularists did on this glorious day. The great house was 
just as beautiful to us as to him, with all its gay and 
splendid surroundings. The voyage in the golden evening 
from the palace to the city was like an enchantment, as if 
we were in the realms of poetry itself. The new moon 
shone out from the rolling clouds as we bowled along to 
Birkenhead, from whence we could see the far glittering 
lights of Liverpool glancing up and down the river away to 
the distant sea itself. And thus passed a day filled to the 
brim with bright experiences.

Wonderful and many are the mountain and sea views in 
the glorious land of Wales. I  can scarcely describe the ever- 
varying prospects unfolding in sunlight and mist and cloud. 
Immense hills, cultivated to the very top, sweep away in the 
vast distance ; lovely vales intervene, beautiful villages and 
ancient dwellings contrasting with the pomp and pride and 
circumstance of modern life, which now overflow these once 
wild and untrodden regions. Wales is a favorite place of 
resort for the fashion and wealth of England. Llandudno 
is an elegant seaside city, with superb hotels and residences, 
a delightful beach, equisite expanses of water, and rugged 
surroundings. The coaching tours, however, are the 
supreme thing, with the “ tally-ho,” the four-horse stage, 
with seats on high, as if  you were riding on the roof of a 
house. It  is an illuminating voyage, through the air almost, 
I  might say. I  could take only two of them, as my time was 
short. I  arrive at Llandudno from Liverpool, Wednesday, 
May 29, at noon, and immediately take the trip through 
Synchant Pass to Penmaen Mawr. We travel through the 
old town of Conway, about five miles distant, and view the 
ruins of its once magnificent castle, which for ages has 
towered upon this historic coast. With melancholy grandeur 
it greets the sun of to-day. It  gives a noble idea of the 
massive structures of the old fighting times, when war was 
the normal condition of humanity. I t  would seem im­
possible to take this castle by storm, so impregnable are its 
defences, so strong its towers and walls, protected by 
precipitous shores and frowning hills. One can imagine 
how things were in those tumultuous and bloody eras, now 
forever gone, with their glory and their chivalry. Beyond 
Conway we sweep into an amphitheatre of magnificent bills, 
variegated with the splendor of modern thrift and invention. 
Every inch of ground is apparently used for man’s benefit. 
There are no waste places. Even the Synchant Pass makes 
pasture for the wandering herds and flocks. I t  presents a 
grand a romantic appearance as we plunge down its tre­
mendous grade. The coaches here, however, don’t go with 
the thundering whirl of our Californian stages. They put 
on the brakes in Wales, while in California they bid “  fare­
well to every fear,” and urge the horses to a resounding 
gallop. People are more slow and cautious on this side, and

the traveller does not feel every moment as if lie t0 
launching into eternity. A fter Synchant Pass we com 
the charming village of Dwygyfylchi—pronounce it l£̂ ear 
can ; I  can’t. I t  is as much as I  can do to spell it- 1 e 
by is the Fairy Glen, where, for the moment, as you 8  ̂
through the forest arcades and into the tumblings 'v 
one seems to be a thousand miles from civilisation. u Gn ^  
of the huge hill which encircles the glen is the Dr t 
Circle,” an ancient temple of worship, one of the  ̂
remarkable remains of the dim and mystic past. The  ̂
continues on to Penmaen Mawr, where the mountains t 
down close to the sea, and where the sea stretches 
with magnificent and ever-changing illuminations, swe 
to the horizon, or framed in with outlines of the vaSArj1ere 
rugged coast. We return by a different route, 
equally pleasing and exhilarating pictures . a<£or£̂ arin 
pathway. In the evening thousands of tourists ? ‘ jr, 
along the sands or on the great pier. Music fills r 
The lights flare in a wide semicircle, the mountains gh , a 
in the dusky sky, the waters fling back the glow, t̂. 
scene of beauty and animation flows on until mllju jhes 
The morning hour is equally enchanting. The sun ??ijngs 
over ths surrounding pinnacles, the splendid bm  ̂
appear in gorgeous ranks, while the children and dog^ be 
donkeys gather on the beach, and everybody seemsaiiI1ifi- 
in a mood of careless festivity, in unison with the m »  
cence of earth and sky. S a m u e l  P. I  uT

(  To be continued.)

MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.

M e . C h a e l e s  W a t t s  has made the following lectu*- 
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam :—

July 21, Birmingham.
August 11, Failsworth ; 18, Leicester; 25, Liverpoo • ^
Mr. Putnam will return to New York on Sept. L ^ p i-  

fore friends who have not engaged him should co ^  
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near a,n/.irra,nge 
above towns requiring week-night lectures should ' .ct oD 
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their cu 
the Sunday.

The
.Religious Knowledge.

general reader has probably had
of

s u r f e ^

apocryphal specimens of “  English as she is wrote, tbe 
by school-children to questions in history^ , etcA.rvatio0'Dy scnooi-cmiureu to questions m «  serV#*'.
following samples are genuine, and worthy of Pre .jjiuatj00 
They are taken from recent Sunday-school gbyter^0 
papers, and were quoted last month before the 1r jQer id 
Commission of Victoria by Mr. Wishart, the yyhftt15 
connection with the “ Allan Bequest” : Question time“ 
effectual calling ?” Answers—“ Calling two or t ‘ Hods 
at once, or else calling all the time.” “ The wor .

..............rp. more unto sgrace whereby we are enabled to live more unto sVLr0by
u n f n  r i r r V i f o A n c n o o a  H T ’V io v u f i r l '

«< T »  
* » 1' %,

unto righteousness.” “  The work of God’s grace 
are removed into another world.” Q.

“What isurgLfor
“ Not to be tb ^ J f 9S,the Tenth Commandment ?” 

what we’ve got.”
A.-

and look upon ourselves with full contempt. requ£r-e 
proof text showing that we should pray for wha ¿hr'1' 
for the support of life.” A.—“ We should pray -j diD5^J
---- u  i. >£jnci our parents, deliver us from . ’ »

bread and butter, and other requis^ j esus 
ro classes of men came to see the 01> . g juen

breakfast,
“ What two classes oi men came to see ,7 iy ;se .. 
Bethlehem ?” A.—“ Wild men of the East.” . nse). Y  
the East offered Jesus the franchise” (frankin ^ paid. 
“  What cheering words did the Lord 
Corinth?” A .—“ You shall never see

speak to * gain-,,
my fi * V H

Q.—“ Who was the first martyr?” A.—“ Martin J_
Q.—“ What were his last words“ Agrippa.” Q-

the light of the world.” “  Be sure and kill strUctl°fir0 
“ What would have saved Sodom from , Do L r 
A.—“ Ten riotous persons.” “  Water—-they to.0n j
brigade.” Q , - “ Why did God command Ab

- Because he was not a goou in « K *up Isaac V A.--  UtJUaUSÖ HO WttB 1AUU C* nVG n* ,'rae-
not keep the Sabbath.” Q.—“ Namo three ¿jiab’9 iLio® 
the Sabbath was broken in Jerusalem in N eI j  trod „ ¿;1 
A.—“ They married infidels, worshipped asses, ___« Ji. 
presses.” “ Hawkers ran about the stre 
“ Harbinger o f Light.”

■■ . flO
» Thor? L, of

The Devil is called the “ Father of hes- joilho^-dii 
instance given in the Bible in which he lmd,a . - B W  
people have told billions of lies on the D ev i.
Blade.
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REJECTED LOVE. CORRESPONDENCE.

The world is full of pain and woe,
But, lest their God be deemed oppressing,

Some pious Christians seek to show 
That every seeming ill’s a blessing.

They tell us that the Lord above,
By harm desires our welfare hastened,

And chastens those who’ve won his love,
Yet Christians don’t like being chastened.

It ’s chiefly those he has not blessed 
With tumors, cancers, gout, or blindness,

Who loudly state the Lord knows best 
And advertise his chastening kindness.

This queer conceit, without a doubt,
Would make the most afflicted cheery,

I f  one strange fact did not leak out 
That actions contradict their theory.

I f  for some purpose, good and wise,
The Lord should bless them with insomnia,

I  hev steal the sleep their God denies 
With chloral—et hoe genus omnia.

His blessing—small-pox—they would shirk 
By laws enforcing vaccination ;

His chastening cholera they burke 
By quarantine and sanitation.

%  poison God may bless in vain, 
a j e Iavore<l foil him with emetics ;
And baulk his “  purifying pain ”

With opiate drugs and anaesthetics.

•̂ ■ud with his highest blessing—death—
- key to Heaven, believers own it, 
fight until their latest breath 
frantic effort to postpone it.

still they prate and still believe,
Despite the favors they’ve rejected ; 

i  hey little think how God must grieve 
lo  find his chastening love neglected.

J'h® v*ew ° f  evil thus supplied,
-No doubt possesses great attraction,
Ar’ •'usi' a httle modified,
May yield a useful rule for action.

Behind the cloud there shines the sun, 
oo welcome pain since God has sent it,

^  piously say “  Thy will be done,”
When you have failed to circumvent it.

E. H. B. S t e p h e n s o n .

They
In

MADMEN OR CRANKS ?
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir ,—As one of your regular readers, although not 
claiming to be of the fraternity of Atheists, I  must really 
object to Mr. J. M. Wheeler, in his article upon F. Nietzsche, 
saying that “  Jesus, Mohammed, Joan of Arc, Jacob Boehme, 
Francis d’Assissi, George Fox, and Emanuel Swedenborg 
were all insane.” Surely no intelligent reader, having 
read the life-histories of such as Mohammed, George Fox, 
and E. Swedenborg, would believe them to be insane or mad, 
in the ordinary sense of those words. Take Swedenborg, 
for instance. I  have been assured by a New Church 
minister (Rev. G. J. Woodford) that the “  Memorable 
Relations/’ or supposed spirit communications appended to 
some of Swedenborg’s works, were added after his death 
when the sect began to put forward his views for acceptance, 
and a Church was formed. It  is certainly clear that 
Swedenborg was a learned man, a scientific inventor, and 
held high offices in the Swedish State somewhat analagous 
to our Mr. Gladstone to-day, and to call him insane is 
ridiculous.

Then, leaving out of the question the debatable nature— 
mythical or human—of Jesus, a study of the life of 
Mohammed will justify no one in calling him mad, as well 
style Cromwell or Napoleon Buonaparte mad, a remarkable 
and shrewd man ; the legendary history, of course, has been 
added since his death by admirers and others.

As to Joan of Arc being mad, this person, also in her life, 
shows remarkable courage ana intelligence of action ; in 
fact, a high-minded patriot of the female order, whose 
heroic exploits have now become veiled in legendary lore, and 
expanded into much which is visionary and mythical; but 
why blame or asperse the maid for this 1 I t  appears to me 
that there was much method in the madness of these 
persons, and it is quite an abuse of words to style such great 
souls, as above mentioned, as mad or insane. Rather should 
their life-work receive our respectful homage, and, by 
placing ourselves en rapport with the men and the times in 
which they lived, seek to gain from their heroic actions 
some impetus or inspiration to animate the age in which we 
live and work. ___  T h o m a s  M a y .

[The very purpose of my incidental illustrations was to 
show that Nietzsche coula not be summarily dismissed on 
the ground of his madness. As to whether the persons I 
named were insane, it is a question for experts. I f  Mr. May 
denies they heard voices, saw visions, and exhibited other 
traits of insanity, he speaks out of the plenitude of his 
ignorance, and I  advise him to read Maudsley’s Pathology 
o f Mind, and Ireland’s Blot on the Brain. Instead of 
blaming or aspersing these ecstatics of genius, I  said “ I 
dearly love a crank,” and argued that there was an insanity 
which rises above the common level, as well as an imbecility 
that sinks beneath it. I  do not blame Mr. May, but I  
notice it is usual with him to catch hold of the wrong end of 
the stick.—J. M. W.]

If
^ r s ? L SH\fals« , i t  would be amusing to read in Church

A False Claim.
Uk i rs> and V, auiuoiuK ia> nsiu in uuurcn
.,n,Ier t0 p .n?a!  trqm pulpits, the indebtedness women are 
' ‘avery, oristianity for their elevation from a species of 
TK0tuiug t n l3itlans borowed their social institutions, 
to OfilyAo ,.f .101r own representations, from the Jews.

t ° n “  woman could visit the synagogues was 
J. 'Mous p J streets and alleys, and, when attending upon 
n . the x srcises, they were shut off from all intercourse 

ration vorahippers by the interposition of a latticed
JJr

iflac7~Ìt^Ìn~ — y - or sixty years women occupied
r > !s c û r  1i1 Christian churches, seldom being seated 

a i j p t r o u g h  the assembly. Here they must 
V an(* learn of the priests. We believe it was 

V  some fifty years ago,h, -wr y  -— pi wuiu nay years ago, who made a place 
ixi^tailar »? .Pulpit, the Unitarians afterwards extending toI .When ^  PnvBeges.

itx'r S6xi anil haul’s cruel restrictions relating to the
sard ' “  “  ’
recei 

1 on I
^®ars " --- « “ Vi. uno 1WJu uinu >> i l l .  uoou

”  vvas at rest.—Progressive Thinker.

. atlr] , i aui s cruel restrictions reiati 
êSard to ti lrQpUcit observance of his petty uioiiuuess 

.,e° recent a ° m- Christians of all denominations, down 
fiftv ̂  °n the we would suppose they would remain

" years ,, _su eject until the last man with recollections of

5Ui

k ! f the
Fall is not the true record of ai 

“Hitv storvUrff:n,ce’ what becomes of Pauline theology 
the r,’ and ot the Fall as directly conflicts with proba 
t. vJrn„i. as ( ,.r i.________. I . . __• i ........... .I _i .

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

“ Johnnie, why did not the lions eat Daniel 1” “ ’Cause 
they didn’t know he was so good.”

Mamma (to little girl of four who has been naughty)— 
“ You wicked g ir l ! You know if I  cannot see you some one 
can.” Little G irl—“ Who can, then ?” Mamma—“ God can.” 
Little Girl—“ Where is he, then? I  can’t see him. You 
know I ’ll have no peeping.”

Aunt Dinah, the colored cook, was caught giving the 
fatest turkey to her friends. She substituted a leaner one, 
and said the fat all fried out.

The next Sunday was the first in the month, and Dinah, 
who was a professedly devout communicant of the church, 
was promptly in her place at the beginning of the services. 
Her mistress was also a communicant, and watched with 
interest to see if  Dinah would partake of the holy com­
munion.

But Dinah, apparently, had no conscientious scruples to 
keep her away. She knelt at the altar rail as devoutly as 
if her conscience had been devoid of guilt.

On their return home the mistress called her servant to 
her, and, in a tone of mild reproach, said : “  Oh, Dinah, how 
could you go to the holy table with such a load of sin on 
your soul ?”

“ I  ain’t got no sin on my soul, Missy,” was the reply.
“  Why, Dinah, not after you stole that turkey and gave it 

to your friends, and then lied about it ?”
“ Oh, la, Missy !’’ exclaimed the impenitent cook, “ do you 

s’pose 1’se goin’ to let that old turkey hen stan’ between me 
and my bressed Lawd ?”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices oj Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,” i j  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Miltok Hall (Hawley-orescent, 89 Kentish Town-road): 7, musical 

selections ; 7.30, G. W . Foote, “  Secularism and the New Parliament.”  
Battersea Secular Hall (hack of Battersea Park Station ): 8.45, 

social gathering for N.S.S. members and friends. Tuesday, at 9, dance.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30, 

Stanley Jones, “  Christianity and Civilisation.”
West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane) : 7, 

open discussion— “  Morals, the Outcome of Evolution.”

Opeh-Air  Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, A . G. Hertzfeld, “ The Real and 

Ideal Jesus.”
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Christianity 

Critically Examined.”
Camberwell Green : Tuesday, at 8, a lecture.
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Curse of the 

Cross.”
Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, S. R. Thompson, “  Slavery.”  

(Collection for Benevolent Fund.)
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11, debate between Lucretius 

Keen and Job Williams, “  Atheism or Christianity—Which has Done 
Most for Mankind ?” 3.15, E. Calvert, “  Is the New Testament Worthy 
of Credit ?”

Hammersmith Bridge (M iddlesexside): 7,A. B. Moss, “ Christianity 
and Evolution.”  Thursday, at 8, Stanley Jones, “ Evolution and 
Darwinism.”

Hyde Park (near Marble A rch ): 11.30, A. B. Moss, “  Design’ and 
Natural Selection 3.30, “ The Bible and Evolution.” Wednesday, at 8, 
Stanley Jones, “ Evolution and Darwinism.”

Islington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, a lecture. 
K ilburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, W . J. Ramsey, “ Tales from the 

Jew-Book.”
K ingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, a lecture. 
Lambeth (Kennington Park ): 3.30, W. Heaford, “ Bible Lessons in 

Morality.”
Mile End Waste : 11.30, F. Ilaslam, “  Heroes and Martyrs of Free- 

thought.”
Old Pimlico P ier : 11.30, W . Heaford, “ Religion and Insanity.”  
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester G ate): 3, S. E. Easton w ill lecture. 
T ottenham Green : 3.30, S. R.Thompson, “ The Origin of the Gods.” 

(Collection on behalf of Sam Standring.)
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, R. Forder w ill lecture 

(collection for L.S.F.,1; 3.15, Stanley Jones will lecture.
Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ H ill) : 11.30, A. Guest, “ Atheist or 

Theist: Which is the Fool ?”  7, W . Heaford will lecture. Thursday, at 
8, a lecture.

CO U NTRY.
Birmingham (Museum Concert Hall, Bull Ring) : 11, S. P. Putnam> 

“  The Bible and Modern Thought 3, “  Christ and the Nineteenth 
Century” ; 7, “  Christianity and Woman.” (Friends from a distance can 
obtain dinner and tea.)

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) : 2.45, 
Sunday-school; 7, C. James, “  Christianity and Civilisation.”

L iverpool (Oddfellows’ iHall, St. Anne-street) : 7, C. Doeg, “  Religious 
Materialism.”

Manchester Secular Hall ('Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, C. 
Cohen, “  Darwinism and Democracy” ; 6.30, “  Who Was Jesus Christ— 
God, Man, or Myth ?”

Sheffield Secular Society (H all of Science, Itockingham-street) : 
11, J. P. Gilmour, “ South Sea Mission Bubbles” ; 3, “  The Science and 
Superstition of Hypnotism ” ; 7, “  The Natural History of the Christian 
Religion.”  Tea at 5.

Stockton-on-Teus (32 Dovecote-street) : 6.30, business meeting. 
South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street): 

7, Theosophy, a discussion.
Open-Air  Propaganda.

Bristol (Eastville Park, Lower End) : 7, J. Keast, “  Christian 
Evidence.”

Chatham (corner of the New Brompton-road, High-street) : 11.15, 
O. James, “  Christianity and Modern Thought.”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr^Jlriggs w ill lecture.
Manchester (Stevenson-square) : Saturday, at 7, 0. Cohen, “ Secu­

larism.” Sunday, at 3, “  Christ as a Teacher.”
Newoastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, Mr. Selkirk will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road.—July 20 and 21, Manchester ; 

23 to 26, Blackburn; 28, Stockton-on-Tees ; 29 and 30, Middlesboro’ . 
August 1, Wood Green; 4, m. and a. Victoria Park, e. Deptford ; 6, 
Camberwell; 8, Wood Green ; 11, m. and a. Victoria Park, e. Edmonton ; 
15, Wood Green ; 18, m. and a. Finsbury Park ; 22, Wood Green ; 25, 
Manchester.

C H A R L E S  W A T T S ’S  W O R K S -

THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPaBED
WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is-

SECULARISM : IS IT  FOUNDED ON REASON. V ?  
IS  iIT SUFFIC IENT TO MEET TH E  W AN TS  ° F  g.) and 
Debate between the Editor of the Evening M ail (UaluA-- >  ̂ and 
Charles Watts. W ith Prefatory Letters by G. J- h® ) g ;%r(}ei>er- 
Colonel R. G. Ingcrsoll, and an Introduction by Helen 
Is., by post Is. 2d. ~ Qp

A  REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT’S “ TACTICS
INF ID ELS .”  Gd., by post 7d.

SCIENCE AND  THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d. I>T.

C H R IS T IA N IT Y : ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND *
FLUENOE. 4d., by post 5d.

WAS CHRIST A PO LIT IC AL  AND  SOCIAL
FORM ER? 4d., by post 5d. VTTTCH

AGNOSTICISM AND  CH R ISTIAN  TH E ISM :
IS  TH E MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.

THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL;
BELIEF AND KNOW LEDGE. 3d., by post 4d. prutVE-

SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND  CONSTRUE
.3d., by post 4d. tttM VEN-

HAPPINESS IN  H E LL AND  M ISERY IN  BLA
3d., by post 4d. *y .

THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CH RISTIAN  SUN
A  Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.

BIBLE M O RALITY : Its Teachings Shown to be Con
dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3„a-

SAINTS AND  S INN E R S : W H ICH  1 3d., by post i • .
EVO LU TIO N  AND  SPECIAL CREATION. 3d., by

IS THERE A  L IF E  BEYOND THE GRAVE 1 Bep,y
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d. . ^jty

C H R IS T IA N ITY  AND  C IV IL ISATIO N . Why Christ1
is Still Professed. 3d., by post 4d. j.

W H Y DO RIGHT 1 A  Secularist’s Answer. 3d., by P0^  (0
THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open

the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post tip .

Lette1-

2 id.
EDUCATION : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by post \b
SECULARISM : ITS RELAT IO N  TO THE SO ’

PROBLEMS OF TH E D AY. 2d., by post 2Jd j-Qp
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD;  OR, QUESTIONS 

THEISTS. 2d., by post 2Jd.

THE BIBLE UP TO DATE. 2d., by post 2 Id.

Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,

T
. o * 1COALS! COALS! COALS j

MESSRS. FRANC IS  E.WOOD & CO. are supplying Zood] ' * [  pis. 
suitable for all purposes, at lGs. Gd. per Ton. Hot Kitchen 0:1

R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good. q0$\-" 
W. J. Ramsey writes : “  I  am well satisfied with your Par °

Orders to 206 York-road, K ing’s Cross. Depots all over Lor

“ The Clacton Tea-Table,”
TOW N H A LL  BUILDINGS, C L A C T O N - O N - S * ^  

Spécialité— Is . O r d in a r y , 12.30 to 3. f?.

Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished Ap»rtn'i'"
Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier Avenue.

Proprietor, H. F °ysT

Read “ THE TRUTH s e e k e r
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr. Fordor-

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—July 21, 
m. Camberwell, a. Victoria Park, e. Camberwell; 24, Hyde Park ; 25, 
Hammersmith ; 28, m. and e. Wood Green.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, Fj.—July 21, 
m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 28, m. Pimlico Pier, e. Totten­
ham. August 4, Camberwell; 11, Westminster ; 18, m. and a. Hyde Park, 
e. Hammersmith ; 25, m. Clerkenwell, a. Victoria Park.

T. Thurlotv, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—August 4, Kingsland.

TO FR EETH INKE RS.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring 
SUPERIOR OUT GARM ENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—II. HAM PTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Castle-street, W . (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

Price Twopcnco,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible-
suit»,bl°By J. M. W HEELER.

A Demonstration of the Biblical Doctrine of Devils, 
for circulation among Christians.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-street, E-C­

O T  ANTO N , tin  People’s Dentist, 335 Strand ui’J’u 
O  Somerset House).—TEF.TH on VU LC AN ITE , 2s. 6d. e!»^ p leh ,. 
or lower set, £1. Best Onalit.v. 4s each • linnnr or lower, 9° ,,Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, -~b t«T %  ot
I f  you pay more than the above, they are fancy charge»- tr»' 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 23. Gd. !
Is . ; painless by gas, 6s.
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Lionel Ingersoll’s Great Lecture

ABOUT
the h o ly  bible

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by G. W. Foote.
____

2s. gf3 Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,

cloth18«  °£ , FreetllOUght. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in 
Bible w “8‘ 6d-
kette 6r0eS- Cloth, 2b. 6d.

First Series. 128 pp., Is.
d d  Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old Man. An 

preimL iV°T.answor k° the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im- 
®hri<it- *° Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. 

w i t h and Secularism. Four Nights’ 1‘ublic Debate 
cl°th la ^ r- 'lames McCann. Is.; superior edition, in

Bca^ot^31?1 Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debato with Annio 
Hfidel n  S ’ 8uP0r'0r edition, in cloth, 2s.

suiir>tfiUea,l;l1‘Feds. Socond edition, much onlarged, 8d. On 
D a ^ rfine Paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

fid.; superior edition, in cloth, Is. 
of .Jea„r^5i Save Us ? A  Thorough Examination of tho Claims 

Hem;«. 8 J lr‘sb to bo considered tho Savior of tho World. 6d.
4 Defp1S°ences Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

befofj1?0 Of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Addross to tho Jury 
q notos. Coleridgo. With a Special l ’rofaco and many Foot-

^°^eC n erinou? and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Lett«,. r Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.

to Jesus Christ. 4d.
PhiloT®? with the Devil. 2d.
4thail of Secularism. 3d.
My p 111 and Morality. 2d.

' latth?'lrr,ecfio11' A  Missing Chapter from tho Gospel of 
The p diseovorod by G. W. Footo. 2d.
V ersQ°Sy of prayer. 2d.
Was - lllsm D

, esus insane?
fended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

:QnditT“ ° insane 7 A  Searching Inquiry into tho Montai 
Christ; °.n ° f the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Tho Infnity Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

tho x.?0ssihle Creed. An Opon Letter to Bishop Magoo on Yÿv °ernion r,„ tu„ u .  -  ■ i n

Th,
. *non on tho Mount. 2d.
1 Was Christ ?

Sai;?Jble God. 2d.
A  Roply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

Id.

A Lio

uvati •
y to Q0°a Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply 
l.S th- p. 111 Booth. 2d.
The T w ible Inspired ?
The Atheist. A  Story. Id.
u‘n T'i\J'nPuSh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist.
Mra. p Chapters, id.
S l a r 'Sant S theosophy. A  Candid Criticism. 2d.
The Rp1Sl11 and Theosophy. A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Bcsant. 2d. 
2̂(1. Cagliostro. An Open Lcttor to Madame Blavatsky.

\V..̂ hadow Of the Sword. A  Moral and Statistical Essay on
4oyaj p 4Cl'

Whn??Y r®' Showing what Royalty doos for tho Pooplo, 
hlbl0 B tho l>0°Plc (1° for Royalty. 2d.

Cr?.??ances. Now Edition. Rovised and largely ro-writton. 
n^Abol l?? Sfcory, 2d.; (2) Evo and tho Apple, Id.; (3) Cain 
y ) hot’« Vr,.:> (1) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (3) Tho Tower of Babol, Id.; 
^ s ,  i,i , °> Id.; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id .; (8) Tho Wandoring 

*? (•)) Balaam’«  Ass. lrl ? HOI find in n. Rnv Id » M i l

(®) W ’o Vxi-?'> (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Towor of Babol, Id.; 
'¡ewg i .w ife, Id.; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandoring 
> nah ., I I®) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) 
i °thcr n, .the Whale, Id .; (12) Biblo Animals, Id.; (13) A  Virgin 
d.; (.¿ id.; (14) xho Resurroction, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, 

> John’s Nightmare, Id.
•‘Ondon : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THOMAS PA INE ’S WORKS.
 ̂ ___

if. P<)oT? f Reason. New edition, with Preface by Q. W.
ft lsCfcll- ‘ ls-
^ P le t  ‘e°ns Theological Works, ls.
Tb theological Works. (Including the Age of

6 W *  cloth’ 2s-(!d-
hio.^3, ° I  Man. Centenary edition. With a Politica 

°  ' j ‘ ly by J. M. W heeler. Is . ; bound in cloth, 2s.
Condon : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
HOME CONSULTATIONS—io  a.m. to r  p.m., io s . 6d.; 

6p.m. to Sp.m., Js. Patients Visited.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f  Disease, Constipa­
tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, I.ong Worms, Tape Worms, 
The Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power o f Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice 
for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, 
Tumours, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on N o  More Death, Management o f Young Children, Un­
suspected Domestic Poisons, H ow  to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to L ive One 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful ̂ and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure o f Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, H ay Fever, 
Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking 
Mercury.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV . For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
M ilk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
Poisoning, Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
other Articles. Also Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation o f the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer o f the Stomach, Epidemic Influ­
enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for 
the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or VVhitlow, Ingrowing 
Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting, 
Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly hound, price Gs. 9d., post free. 
H Y G IE N IC  M E D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to 

Drug Takers.
R H E U M A T IS M : IT S  C AU SE  A N D  C U R E . Post free fo r7d.
D IE T  A N D  D IG E S T IO N . Post free for 7d.
C O N S U M P T IO N  : IT S  N A T U R A L  C U R E . Post free 7d.

A ll these Books, hound in One Vol., post free, 9s. Gd. Send Fostal Order.
T H R E E  P A M P H L E T S  FO R  Y O U N G  M E N . For Postal Order for is. id . 
A  B O O K  FO R  M A R R IE D  W O M E N . For Postal Order for is. ad.

A ll communications to he addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
4 Spanish-place, Manehester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK’
ON NEO -M ALTH U SIAN ISM  IS, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt Uttered. 

Price It., post free.
* „ *  In  order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution ls. 
a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Nco- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi­
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, an 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O 
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended bv Mrs. Besant in Law o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr. 
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, n. 51. Made solely by J. P ullen, If) 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell <fc Go. ”  and “  J. W. Rendall ”  being speciously and 
plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for A utograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688.

in Red Ink on each Box, without which None are Genuine.
Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. Gd., 4s. Gd., 

and as. Gd. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, ls. 2d. Quinine Compound, ls. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. A ll prices post free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.
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GOTT’S SUMMER SALE.
We cannot send Patterns, but we guarantee Satisfaction in every case, or return money in fu ll.

40s. PARCELS for 20s. Is. must in each Lot be added for Carriage.

Parcel A  contains
1 All-Wool Serge Dress Length, worth

13/6
yds Fine Bodice Lining 

4 yds Skirt Lining
2 dozen Buttons to match
1 Ready-made Under-Skirt 
1 Lady’s Umbrella 
1 Pair of Fine Black Cashmere Hose 
1 Lady’s Blouse 
1 „ Apron
1 „  Belt

Parcel B contains
1 Flake Tweed Dress Length 
1 Umbrella
3 yds Fine White or Scarlet Flannel 
6 yds Fine Flannelette
1 Lady’s Blouse 
1 „ Apron
1 „ Belt
1 Pair of Fine Black Cashmere Hose

Parcel C contains
1 Pair Men’s Trousers 
1 Boys Suit for any age under 8 
1 Gent’s Umbrella 
1 Tweed Dress Length 
1 Lady’s Umbrella 
1 Ready-made Under-Skirt 
1 Lady’s Apron 
1 „  Belt

Parcel D contains
1 Dtess Length 
1 pair of Sheets 
1 Quilt 
1 Table-cloth 
G yds Flannelette 
1 Lady’s Blouse 
1 Ready-made Under-Skirt

Parcel E contains
1 Navy Blue All-Wool Serge Dress 

Length
1 Scotch Tweed, all wool 
1 Habit Cloth, any color

Parcel F  contains
1 West of England Trousers Length 
1 Fine Worsted „
1 Scotch Tweed „

Parcel G contains
1 Suit Length, Serge or Tweed 
1 Cloth Dress Length, any color 
1 Boy’s Suit, any age under 8

Parcel H  contains
1 Melton Overcoat Length, any color 
1 Black Cashmere Dress Length 
1 Lady’s Umbrella 
1 Gent’s Umbrella

Parcel I  contains
1 Suit Length, Black or Blue Serge 
1 Tweed Dress Length 
1 Boy’s Suit, any age under 8 
1 „  Reefer Overcoat

Parcel J contains
12 yards Flannelette 
12 „  Cotton Shirting
12 „  Flannel
12 „  Muslin de laine

Parcel K  contains
Gent’s Scarhro’ Shaped Mackintosh, 

in black, navy, or brown. Give 
length at back, chest and waist 
measures.

Parcel L  contains
Lady’s Cleveland Mackintosh, latest 

style, in all colors, plain, check, or 
mixture. Give length back and 
front, bust and waist measures.

Parcel M  contains
1 Scotch Tweed Dress Length
2 Flannelette Nightdresses
2 „  Chemises
2 pairs „  Knickers 
2 Lady’s Aprons 
1 „ Belt

Parcel N  contains
Dress Length, in serge, cashmere, 

habit clotn, or tweed, in any color 
Good Strong All-Wool Suit Length, 

in black, blue mixture, stripe, check

Parcel O contains
30 yards Remnants, suitable for girls’ 

dresses, all double width.

Parcel P  contains
15 yards Tweed and Serge Remnants, 

suitable for boys’ suits ; all 28 in. 
wide

Parcel Q contains
4 Odd Trousers Lengths and
2 pairs Men’s Under-pants

Parcel R  contains
3 pairs Ready-made Trousers 
2 „ Under-pants
2 „  Socks .i

Give waist, inside and outsi 
measures

Parcel S contains
1 Bruno Cloth Dress Length 
1 Brown Beaver Jacket Length 
1 Lady’s Umbrella

Parcel T  contains
tw ill

11 yards of Deep Pile Velvete > otfDl 
back, in black, navy, green, 
or maroon ; 23 in. wide

Parcel U  contains
1 First-class West of EnglaI1̂  

Length

Suit

Parcel V  contains
1 First-class Black or Blue W°rs 

Vicuna Suit Length.

Parcel W  contains ^
22 yards Heavy Cloth E>ress'2 w S **  

50 inches wide, black, naf  "v’np 
green, grey, maroon, or t

Parcel X  contains
Lady’s Mackintosh 

„ Umbrella 
„  Under-Skirt 
„  Blouse

Parcel Y  contains ^
Mixed Lot of Useful Goods , 

wear. Worth at least

Parcel Z  contains t>s
Mixed lot of Useful tioo 3 , 

wear. Worth at least 40/

A M O S T  M A R V E LL O U S  LINE.
I  have just secured over 
10,000 yards of really good 
Trouserings at a price I  
have never before equalled. 
I  will gladly send a few 
cuttings of these, which, 
if carefully examined, arc 
bound to please you, as the 
price is not more than half 
what they are honestly 
worth. Or if you describe 
the color you would like, 
I  will select a good shade 
for you.

PR ICES.

Trousers to Measure 9s. per pair.
Three Pairs Trousers to Measure for 25s. Gd. 
Six Pairs Trousers to measure for 48s.
One Trousers’ Length for 5s. 6d.
Three Trousers’ Lengths for 15s.

Six Trousers’ Lengths for 27s.

t r o u s e r s . IliC'!JI®S

A, Round Waist over Trousor^
B, Round Seat.......•••"•■"" .....
E  to J), Insido Log iS<fm rou’serS
F  to O, Fu ll Length  of ......
I I ,  Round Thigh..............." .....
I, Round Knee.................. " .....

Round Bottom  j .....
Please say Lined or Um

(Lined 6d. extra.) ....
Side or Cross Pockets..........

J. W. G0TT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD:
Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.


