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ROME OR REASON.

, OFFssoRHuxley is dead.
Rint the grave will have closed over the remains of a
aant soldier in-the great army of human liberation.

By the time this article isin

~ o0 have yet to see what the religious journals will say
Huxley. The secular press is almost, if not quite,
nanitnous in eulogy. The great Agnostic’s character is

Paisocl as well as his intellect, his integrity as well as his

~AQ0mlishments.
i ¢

All admit that ho made his mark, as a

U a Personalifcy> 1lPon the age in which he

Huxley was the chief English champion of Darwinism.

ti™  n Himself stood high above the controversies of his
R ° His intellectual atmosphere, so to speak, was as
W He had
~ijUUre f°r the debates in the market-place. The great
Ho; mind ground slowly but surely. It made no
‘diol" Ut Hie MU there was bread of truth for the

He e world—for his own age, and for all ages to come,
altij '"MIS a su™Hme discoverer, and not a fighter;
(0] f there was a certain magnificence in the steady
TVr(, j* movement of his genius. It pressed onward, as
ava| said, with the quiet, irresistable force of an
impediments to pieces and grinding
YOIl °cust. Huxley, on the other hand, was a born fighter.
pPOvv™ U see it in his face. He was ahvys alert, his
aNa ax™ knowledge were always at command, he was
Hattle r°a “or a challenge, and ho loved the keen air of
i'Vh* “ man you are I’ exclaimed Darwin, as he
his younger friend and disciple flashing his bright
slaying heaps of Philistines. It was Huxleyt
men, who pressed Darwinism upon public
~1G he was admirably equipped for the task.
e’flrenUJty “or ~ehate, a powerful and racy style, fine
redit T ,on ht occasions, and a rich allusiveness, the
He pOp Jhs immense reading—all conspired to make him
champion of the new faith.
Wé‘ﬂ N thought himself out of Mosaism before he
l—|ttspif ?n Darwinism. Like his master, he also thought
M leéﬂt r Christianity.” "His name was Thomas, and
p°slfl|goF9|J%ly confessed to a particularsympathy “Wwith the
tE.bore H* i name in Palestino. Ho likewiso
hituself ,IrtlscH out of Theism. Yot ho declined to call
GlUe 0j dn Atheist— “ for the problem of the ultimate
tu °f r exis*once is one which seoms to me hopclossly
ji_ ‘ctl of my poor powers.” Here, however, wo
f*\WetSe ''dS mistaken. Atheism is not a theory of tho
6ad d..'il Huxley's senso of tho words. *“ Atheist”
Hi ykvt_-\?thout Cod.” And does not “ Agnostic a
t Huxley coined—mean precisely tho same 1
Q Says ho doess met know of any God,;
‘s ho cannot know of any God. Is not tho

lof lifter metaphysical than practical 1 The only
\ ~term A n ws jfes Jvniror Inca nfipAnflivA
N28.
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to orthodox ears. But will it continue to be less offensive
if it beats “ Atheist ” out of the field 1

There seems to us to have been a confusion of the
metaphysical with the practical in Huxley’'s writing about
the “ possibility ” of miracles. It is the practical possibility
of miracles with which Christians are concerned. To argue
the question hpriori is trying to fly in vacuo. And just as
Mill served the enemy by his ridiculous, and wildly
rhetorical, eulogy of Jesus Christ, so Huxley served them
—-of course unintentionally—by his old panegyric on the
Bible as a book to be read in Board Schools. It was a
great mistake on Huxley’s part. He praised the Biblo for
one reason, but he might have known that it was kept in
the schools for another reason. The clergy do not care
overmuch about its “ exquisite beauties of mere literary
form.” They use it as a text-book of Supernaturalism.

But every man is entitled to make somo mistakes. It is
the bad privilege of our common frailty. Enough if they
are as few as possible. Huxley was human like the rest of
us; but, after all reservations, he was a bright scholar and
an intrepid thinker, fighting valiantly for his convictions,
and standing out boldly from the mob of cowards and
hypocrites. Ho put his heart as well as his head into his
work, and so it became fruitful work for humanity.

While this great apostle of Reason lay dying, within an
hour or two of his last breath, the devotees of Faith were
laying tho foundation stone of a vast and costly cathedral
at Westminster. Cardinal Vaughan officiated, dressed in
the gaudy trumpery of his craft, and surrounded by
hundreds of priests, who in turn were surrounded by
thousands of laymen. It was a festal day, a day of
triumph, for tho Catholics. They were once proscribed,
but now they lift their heads proudly, and talk of their
future “ conquest of England.”

We do not believe that tho Catholic Church will conquer
England, but we do believe that it will continue to make
headway. It is bound to profit by the rationalising
movement which is going on in tho Protestant Churches.
Those who want pure, unadulterated Faith, without any
mixturo of Reason, will naturally go over to Catholicism,
which teaches a dogmatic creed dogmatically, and spares
its devotees the trouble of thinking. The Catholic
Church borrows the language of Jesus Christ, and exclaims
to those who are tired of harmonising Religion and
Science— “ Come unto me, and | will give you rest.”

Charles Bradlaugh once declared that the great fight of
tho future would be between Catholicism and Freethought.
We think he was a true prophet. Logical extremes have
an eye for each other. Across the chaos of Christian sects,
Reason and Faith recognise each other as natural enemies.
They can never sign a treaty. They must fight it out to
tho bitter end. And beforo the end, it may be that Faith
will gain power enough to oppress, to persecute, and to slay.
But tho martyr-spirit of Freethought will be roused to
defy, and we believe to overcome, the great enemy of
human freedom. G. W. FOOIR.
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FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE.

| dearly love acrank. Not because “ Great wits are sure
to madness near allied, And thin partitions do their bounds
divide,” for the better opinion is that of Lamb, that “ the
greatest wits will ever be found to be the sanest writers,”
for which the names of Aristophanes, Lucian, Rabelais,
Shakespeare, and Voltaire may suffice. But in your
crank there are always vague possibilities. He gives scope
for the larger hope. One who wanders out of the common
road may open up new prospects. We may profit from
his errors. Sanity is only the balance of the faculties, and
the balance may be over-weighted by a preponderance of
the higher qualities, as well as of the lower ones. When
Dr. Max Nordau instances men like Tolstoi and Buskin as
types of “ degeneration,” we may say there is a kind of
insanity which rises above the common level, as well as an
imbecility that sinks beneath it. Jesus, Mohammed, Joan
of Arc, Francis d'Assissi, Jacob Boehme, George Fox,
Emanuel Swedenborg, were all insane. They were
visionaries who, in varying degrees, contrived to infuse
into others the contagion of their own insanity.

A madman of a different stamp is Dr. Friedrich
Nietzsche, for he has had a training in science, art,
literature, and philosophy. On that account his madness
is the more dangerous to this age. That he is mad few
could read his latest and greatest work, Also Sprach
Zarathustra (Berlin; 1883-91)—*“ Thus spake Zoroaster”
(which he calls “abook for all and none™) without admitting.
But it is the work of a madman of genius. The king says
in Hamlet: “ Madness in great ones must not unwatched
go.” That of Nietzsche is claiming much attention. At
Jena, H. Tuerck writes on F. Nietzsche and His Philosophical
Errors. At Berlin, L. Stein has a book on F. Nietzsche's
View of the World and its Dangers. Even at Glasgow a
German teacher announces a work, From Darwin to Nietzsche,
showing that he regards the latter as summing up the
doctrine of the survival of the fittest; while the Anarchists
are calling for an English edition of Nietzsche’s works.

Dr. Nietzsche is a Saxon of Polish descent, born at
Ricken, October 15, 1844. His father was a clergyman in
Naumberg, but he lost him while young, and was brought
up by his mother and sisters—a spoilt child, evidently.
He studied under the noted philologist, Ritschl, at Bonn and
Leipsic, and was, by his recommendation, appointed
Professor of Classical Philology at Basel, when but in his
twenty-fourth year. He had early thrown aside Christianity
for Paganism, and his well-attended lectures showed
preference for such subjects as Greek literature, Greek
tragedy, and the dawn of Greek philosophy.

He already displayed a tendency to scepticism, cynicism,
and an intellectual self-exaltation, which | should call ego-
mania—a disease which has finally sent him into seclusion ;
for in 1889 it was reported he was dead, the fact being
that he was insane. In his portrait you can see the man
of genius and the madman. His face is clear cut, of the
German aristocratic type, with lofty forehead, heavy brows,
deep eyes, wide nostrils ; a head expressing proud, self-
reliant hauteur, deep thought, and keen sensitiveness ; the
head of a musician, poet, philosopher, and crank. Nietzsche
is all these. He gives the impression of a high-mettled,
vicious horse, that will not bear the traces—a superb
animal, but one that needs breaking in before he can run
in harness. Alas, he is not broken in, but broken down.
May he recover, having learnt the virtue of humility, the
beauty of compassion, the worth of human service !

Nietzsche, like Schopenhauer and many another pessimist
genius, was born out of due time into a world unworthy of
him. _ Haters of modern society are usually conservative
reactionaries, lamenting the good old times, when their

class lived in secure comfort, because the masses were
ignorant; or radical Utopists, contrasting the existing
social state with their ideal of liberty, equality, and

fraternity. Nietzsche is neither. He despises the old rogime.
Individualistic and aristocratic by birth, training, and
temperament, this Neo-Cynic allows that democracy is a
defence against the pest of tyranny; but his bete noir is der
Pobel, the mob, the crowd of wvulgar, sordid canaille,
glorified as “ the people.” Equality, he declares, is not a
fact; fraternity is a dream ; and the only liberty he cares
for is the liberty to develop into the Superior Man, and to
rule inferiors. He would not go back to monarch or priest
rule, but forward to a new aristocracy developed through
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Anarchism—the rule of the Higher Men, the Ueber
menschen. He announces the death of God, the birth o
the Superior Man. God is dead. He died throug
compassion for suffering he could neither prevent nor cure.
The trouble is that the Superior Men are not of age an
power to step into His shoes and take up all His deserte
functions. So we lie twixt two worlds—one dead, t
other powerless to be born. Man is a cable over an abysS>
along which the animal may pass to the Uebermenscbe <
What is great in man is that he is a bridge, and not a
end. Our business is to push on, whoever falls ov
Patient sedentariness (Der Sitzfleisch) is the sin against
Holy Ghost. We must keep moving. For Schopenhauer
“Will,” or blind instinct for life, he substitutes Wiitej
Macht—will for power. What is the strongest medicine
he asks. Victory. Only the great ones count, he sa”
the rest are der P'obel. A people is but a circumlocution
prolific nature to arrive at six or seven great ones,
would be well to sweep away a whole species to prod
one better specimen. “What,” he asks, “ causes nio”™
sorrow in the world than compassion 77 *“ Aniong™ "
cowardly it is bad form to say anything against brava >
and callous men cannot endure anything said against c
passion.” . t.
Nietzsche is, frankly anti-Christian. He says, in 0
Blessed are the arrogant, for they shall inherit the ea
Blessed are the strong, for theirs is the kingdom o( ®
Be strong, for to be weak is to be miserable. He dis
philanthropists who cultivate the rotten potatoes of soci y
He scorns the weakness of compassion. Stamp out the
unfit. Nothing has done us more harm than the ex r
gances of the compassionate. It is the petty men who ~
masters and preach up the petty virtues which elj g
them to thrive. The Superior Man disregards and disc ~
alike the petty morality and the petty immorall y
mediocrities. “ Who would be Creator must woi J
Good and Evil alike. He must first be a Negator-
belongs to the highest good—the creative.” , 6gand
despises humility. Christian morality is that of Sj\0 j(al.
the sick—the negation of life, the morality of the l0SX\G
The morality of the Superior Man is affirmative, not neg;™
It is the symbol of prosperous, vigorous life, of the " tX@
power become the principle of life. The one comniuu ~
of its fulness, enriches, brightens, and adds to the J >g
the world ; the other impoverishes, enfeebles, an . j Of
parages the world. Christianity is a malady, a <@ Vant
the Ego; but the morality of nature is a ferlUg\NIQtus
affirmation of the Ego. Christianity lie regards, iIS*”jon
did, as a pernicious superstition; or with the rg
which Goethe expressed for “ the cross and bug® tre6s

cross is, in his expression, “ the most venomous of “org
planted on earth.” Priests are but invalids turned »~ ;ind
seeking to soothe their clients’ sufferings by ffh°

syrups, which never touch the root of the disease, ‘ fitted
would be promptly dismissed were the patients RR  "ve
to return to natural health. Christianity, ho sy~ jnto
Love (Eros) poison. It did not kill, but turnw

Vice. In his hatred of hypocrisy, humbug, an* ~ calf,
tionality, ho appears, like Moses at sight of the g0) of

ready to break all the Decalogue. He extols the , Re
the Assassins, “ Nothing is true; all is permiss® 0 Re
girds at “ Cowardice which masks as Virtue. pride

Philistine he appears a dreadful apostle of intellec ~ Rat
and moral anarchy— the conscienceless assailant o 4;UniIR

is holy. Thisis wrong. Nietzsche says: neaR
mischievously ; but with good conscience.” »
cynicism surges an earnest, restless seeking after  gtlid,
He contemns the Pharisaic hypocrisy of the 111 -n&y°ul
but preaches sincerity, courage, and self-reliance. yard.
self, bad as you may be, this will bo tho first aIOF

Many of his utterances are mere sportive -

writes in oracular aphorisms, full of cynicaﬁ;etto tfoi

paradox. Thus he says that Messiahs always 0 0ao ,
kingdom riding on asses. He asks: “ Is nJanmjstakeS °g
the mistakes of God, or is God but one of the rw»)'
men ?’ 1Where the tree of knowledge is, thci erlt.”
Paradise -so says the oldest and the young®8% cyidcil‘l
His characterisations of men are sharp 'I"Lp6jispR

Pascal he calls the “ self-murderer of Reason”, g[gono te
Ithe return to Nature in impuris naturalibns. |‘f
Pantheism is “ hocus pocus ” ; Kant he calls “

he terms “ that clever Jesuit,” Victor Hugo

on tho Sea of Insanity,” Michelet “ Ecstasy
Rock,” Schiller “ the moral trumpeter, G» &

phHg
, Of
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$ moral interpreter of dyspepsia.” Elsewhere he
to,'3at Carlyle as “ an English Atheist who thinks it an
ketlar not to be one.” J. S. Mill is “ clothed lucidity ”;
sn
of
dg= ! —“uiu  uuu etuuut ui louuuiiiu fluency.’
.1 e of Wagner, Nietzsche afterwards preferred the
I'to™" **r* Carmen.” Bizet, he says, is Mercury ; Wagner,
autlio’r ~eus > and the gods have light feet. His favorite
deg,rs are Machiavelli, Voltaire, Galiani, Emerson, and
Phvsil™al (Henri Beyle), whom he calls “ the last great
re and whose saying, “ What excuses God is that
hocJjs not exist,” is after his own heart. Schopenhauer
firt a, Clerman worth consideration. But “ the
va v °f a philosopher is to get beyond his day
SthoDS{on as heroes become popular he gives them up.
tho*@nailuer gives way before Zarathrustra Nietzsche,
h°fou 'j a’ms ~hat he has given the Germans the most
reasonj , ,ks they possess, and adds that he has good

ZI eneve lhat the Germans do not comprehend a
hem.

a,,o, <

"man\/e ~een unable to find any mention of two writers

"Ifax to me to have much influenced Nietzsche—viz.,
tyrBin mtner ’ (Caspar Schmidt), Anarchist, author of
(F Bat um Eisenthum, and “ Philipp Mainlender”

both > pessimist, author of Die Philosophie der Erlésung.
Rre S8 2R Provund but little- known  writers, who
they g tered seeds bound to grow and fructify wherever
there ~s®il.  Nietzsche owes most to Stirner; but
- tirnfir is critical, even jr-pretl@iaringht |
°tly ®°f Truth, and what | call my right is, in_truth,
Fao r ght'” -NietzschO is dogmatical—not the less so
&l n 110 proclaims that his judgments aro his alone,
M&nu kavo vahie for no one else. In the saying of
he lvor],»r " Cod is dead, and his death was the life of

H es°phy W6 ~ave tke heynote of some of Nietzsche's OWn

yity rygrer race that is to take the place of the defunct
mPériha,Y seems to include woman. Nietzsche, like
fHiion PaUer>appears a misogynist. In his paradoxical
>of nGsays “ Man has created woman—whence, from
ptg A°dd ribs—his own ideal.” “ There is ever somc-

Ceeptive in love,” he says; “ but, then, there is
'titl'dfenwf. reason deception.” He couples “ the
h» k i?inille” with ‘the eternal fool.” Feminine love
'Mer \r 0 Parasitism, always costly to the host. The
> thnaJ 's above all that. He is, in short, a god,
is I if ’mme°n needs of humanity.

JAorg'a Understand it—which is doubtful, for Nietzsche
isiposy than a philosopher, and delights in paradox,
s W i °racular opaqueness of a now revelation—
'Witup . according to Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche.

It -.1Sno’JMss dangerous because hidden in dark-
V>tionj eo»ls to logically include the abolition of
®t|0n05l'al niorality, the elimination of the unfit, the
ioJa”cv a3 ’'stem of caste, and the rule of a new

,» “be militarism of Germany has made this
ikvl? Prbg;ram of one-of its mest original though

ﬂk}%aéu ardJy reach ,Rr. Hietzsebo dn his seshusion,

aray, i1 My afflicted brother, are you net learning
W W 1y B dependent on the offices of the humblest ;

W p@mOt only tho great ones fought and thought,
I'O.”ocfle,,.. °’Ies have t0|Ied g\qﬁj suffere H ﬁ%u?‘l

irS-riuT Gt araS|te on _socl, { np Of the “ WI||
I'PoSSive Was Gwsar Borgia, that tyP™

C 5o ety fin FAET ADBBERESS T 1\Ve are nqtaggls,

otWamon8 men, dependent, from we
t Think of all wc owe o the Past.” Qur

gvﬁoa‘)‘iplfl?ar 0 on. s0 S b Smn;nssmn brotf}e

trev.Cothovi scrv: beﬂm" \Rpeahneea

'S wS C p!1l sacrament of sympathy. I, too, own
“lth, ve>but let us not threow away the baby
<Irty water. J. M. W heeler.

'S s.

AVS vthat rncc to, hiln (“arlyle), not lon
MA & rTG|—| Ht a’t'J could on'ly belleve( in ayG d who di
WP 305 (locs acry of [>a|n wliich.1..shall nevi forget,

3 (oc not'nng.” Frondés “ Life of Carlyle,"
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MORALITY WITHOUT RELIGION.

( Concludedfrom page 403.)

So far from it being impossible to conceive morality
existing apart from religion, it appears to us difficult to
understand how ethical conduct, in its strictest sense, can
be depended upon if it is regulated by the popular
theological faith. To comply consistently with the
requirements of this faith would tend to fetter human
actions, and to deprive them of their true ethical value.
Moral freedom cannot co-exist with compulsory belief, and
the performance of all noble action is incompatible with
the lack of power in man to do good. The Christian
religion compels its adherents to believe that of themselves
they aro incapable of goodness; that uniformity of belief is
absolutely indispensable to personal salvation; that one
particular faith is of more importance than conduct; and
that the ultimate personal consequences of an immoral
career can be avoided by a death-bed repentance. Now,
we submit that such teachings as these are not in harmony
with the development of that morality which we should all
aim to exemplify in our daily lives.

It is quite a misreading of history to attribute human
progress to such transcendental views as are incorporated
in modern orthodoxy. In so far as Christianity accom-
plished anything in its early history, it was the destruction
of Greek and Roman civilisation, and the substitution for it
of a thousand years of intellectual darkness and moral degra-
dation. As Sir J. Mackintosh observes : “ In that higher
sense in which morality denotes sentiment, it is more
exactly true to say that religion depends on morality and
springs from it. Virtue is the state of a just, prudent,
benevolent, firm, and temperate mind.” Surely, with the
records of the sublime ethical teachings of Buddha and of
a host of ancient philosophers before us, it cannot, with
truth, be asserted that these virtues depend for their
manifestation upon the belief in any supernatural religion.
Besides, the morality taught and practised by Atheists,
Agnostics, and Secularists at the present day amply refutes
such an assumption. Dr. Priestley, the Unitarian Christian,
says : “ General states of mind, turns of thought, and fixed
habits, which are the consequences of them, arise from
education and the circumstances men are placed in.”
Hence, an enlightened and cultivated society adapts its
religion to the moral requirements of the age, which shows
that morality, not religion, is the lever that regulates
human improvement.

It appears indisputable to us, taking an impartial retro-
spect of history, that the development of morality has been
the result of the cultivation of the intellect, the acquire-
ment and diffusion of knowledge, and the improved
physical conditions which science has enabled us to obtain.
This fact has been fully established by such eminent
writers as Buckle, J. S. Mill, and Professor Huxley. If,
however, our contention be doubted, let it be shown that
the secular agencies here mentioned were ever fostered and
inculcated by the early advocates of the Christian religion.
The very reverse is the fact, for when orthodoxy was
supreme the intellect of the masses was neglected, know-
ledge was limited to the few, and physical training was
comparatively unknown. As the result of this Christian
apathy, immorality predominated, ignorance darkened the
human mind, and disease robbed life of its vigor, rendering
it useless for elevating enterprises. Thus we find that it
is during the present century, tho most sceptical period of
the Christian era, that ethical culture has made its greatest
advancement, and that morality has been placed upon a
scientific basis. No one to-day, of any marked intellectual
standing, would for a moment question that a moral
character could exist independently of any theological
religion. In all business transactions the mundane results
of conduct are regarded as being of greater importance
than its religious sanctions.

It strikes us as being peculiar that many writers, other-
wise well informed, should never have made the discovery
that man, apart from theological beliefs, has an instinctive
love of life and happiness, and that, under favorable
environment, his delight is in seoking to augment the
comfort, and to promote the highest pleasure, of our
present existence, irrespective of any considerations of an
after life. This being so, why should it be thought that
tho contemplation of a futuro life, of which nothing is
known, constitutes the sole foundation of virtue 1 It is a
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fact known to every thoughtful man that truth, honor, and
general right-doing are just as essential to the well-being
of society and the happiness of the individual, whether
there be a God and a future life or not. Further, if these
essentials are not duly observed, no belief in God and
immortality will prevent society from becoming deteriorated.
This fact is so obvious that in the commercial world it is
acknowledged that the success of commerce depends, above
all, upon the virtue of veracity. Hence we repeat that in
business the practical observance' of the elements of
morality is looked for in preference to the profession of the
creeds of religion. A moral man is always relied upon,
while believers in religion have too frequently proved
themselves destitute of ordinary honesty.

In this practical age the notion is rapidly being given
up that the welfare of the human race depends upon the
belief in God and in a future state of existence. In the
words of the Rev. M. J. Savage, in his Morals of Evolution:
“ Are not the laws of society existing in themselves and by
their own nature ? These laws are essential in the nature
of things ; and they stand, and you live by them, whether
there is a God or not.” The same writer observes :
“ Suppose there is no future life, does morality fall 1 |
think not............. It does not make one particle of difference
in regard to the validity of these laws [which govern
human conduct] whether we are to live forever or only
one hour.” Here we recognise the superiority of Secularism
to the many conflicting theologies of our time. These are
symbols of intellectual poverty, mental despotism, and
moral degeneration.  Secular philosophy proclaims the
necessity of seeking to make the best of existence as we
find it; to learn the duties that devolve upon us, and to
seek to discover the best mode of performing them, with a
view of adding to the nobility of our own characters, and
of augmenting the happiness of others. With us morality
is not an importation from heaven; it is a growth of earth.
It is inspired, not by love to God, but by solicitude for the
benefit of man ; not £y the hope of heaven, but by adesire
to make earth the home of justice, truth, joy, comfort, peace,
and lasting love. We strive to have our reward in time, not
in eternity; and our consolation consists in beholding the
emancipation of men and women from the theological snares
and allurements which during ages of ecclesiastical supre-
macy dominated the human mind.

CirARIi.LES W atts.

BIBLE FICTIONS, '

V.—The Patriarchs in Canaan.

T he ancient Egyptian monuments and the discoveries at
Tel-el-Amarna now firmly establish the fact that the
patriarchal “ history ” in Genesis is fictitious. We know
from these sources that about 1G30 b.c. Thothmes |I.
effected the conquest of Canaan and the greater part of
Syria, and that some thirty years later Thothmes IIl. had
long wars with tho Hittites, Phoenicians, and Amorites,
and other inhabitants of Syria and Palestine, and
ultimately reduced to subjection all the cities of Canaan.
Among the recorded victories of tho latter king is a great
battle at Megiddo, in which Thothmes defeated the com-
bined armies of the Hittites and their Phoenician allies,
after which”™ ho levied tribute on all tho petty Kkings of
Palestine. 1ho spoils taken on this occasion prove tho
inhabitants to have been, not a number of savage tribes,
but a comparatively civilised people. Among these are
mentioned gilded war-chariots® coats of mail, gold and
silver statues, vases, rings, jewels, tables inlaid with gold,
thrones of cedar-wood and ivory, rich hangings, etc.

About 1100 is.c. the whole of Canaan was again overrun
by Seti I., who reconquered all tho rovolted cities and
provinces. Again, about twonty years later, Ramses IlI.

invaded the country with a large army to bring the Hittites
and Ganaanites onco more into subjection. A fierce engage-
ment took place near Kadcsh, in which, however, Ramses
was only partially successful. A long struggle onsued, and
many battles were fought; but in tho end Ramses was glad
to come to terms with his formidable «antagonists. Wo
know, further, from the record of an Egyptian military
officer that in this reign the southern portion of Canaan
was infested by bands of robbers and marauders.
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The tablets of Tel-el-Amarna (about 1450 B.c) P ~
that the land of Canaan contained a large number 01 1
kings, each envious of, and hostile to, the other, Q™"
nominally subject to the king of Egypt. The
Jerusalem, for instance, complains that the kings of N
Gath, and Keilah had occupied the country round
and had intercepted his communications with othei v
The kihg of Babylon also informs the Egyptian KIN9 5,
his ambassadors had been murdered in passing 11
Canaan. .

About 1210 B.C. a great confederacy of the kffo
Western Asia, headed by the Hittites, overran Syr]
Palestine, and, pressing on to the frontiers of E?yEtand
about to invade that country, when they were 1f-cory,
defeated by Ramses IIl. Following up this " re
Ramses marched through Canaan into Syria, =
conquered one after the other all the revolted POM), 1
Having this accomplished, he returned to EgyPli or

saf

large number of prisoners, including thirty-eight ' 0
chiefs. . manifex
From the foregoing epitome of real history, itis . [fis

that Palestine, in tho timo of the Jewish patriarc™»”.
inhabited by a people who were both numerous

like, and well able to hold their own, and that for (03

and unprotected there could be no security i°r

property. £ x5
Now, the description of Canaan in the days Qala’“

nomadic patriarchs, as given in Genesis, is thfw. ~ ae
perfectly peaceful. Abraham, lIsaac, and J'IlI'jeadi'2
represented as living in complete security, and as »
about immense flocks and herds from one Pal e frd)
country to another without the smallest interfere™ "o
anyone. Moreover, from tho Bible narrative
appear that tho land during this period (which " ‘. ~ jifi
the Egyptian domination) was very thinly P10, /fifidiar
that the few inhabitants wero a primitive, jn
people, of peaceful disposition, who stood somew
of tiie Blelew patfiiewib.

Abraham, with sheop and cattle in such numgtuto
give employment to 318 men, finds plenty ° ~ 'lj 100se3

/\\ﬁ

o

(belonging apjiarently to no one) wherever Isxc’
go. So does his nephew, Lot; so does his n the*
so does his grandson, Jacob. They even take ii”e GIH
selves to change the names of places. ~ 1#

guestions their right to appropriate all tho

meadows in any locality, nor attempts in ~m'gis,

molest them. According to the statements in

period during which Abraham, Isaac, and JaC,

Canaan was 215 years. Yet during the whole o f~ U0

—though the land was constantly plunged 7orl>os *Q

sanguinary wars, with all their attendant ' ]JIOt a®

robbers and freebooters everywhere aboundec

these patriarchs suffored the slightest annoyan ’Wgontedp]
So far from this, two sons of Jacob are j°P™ cpy

massacring all the men and boys of «@,y* afit 11 ]
complete impunity. This incident furnishc yiaff
tration of the fabulous nature of the who c ,
“ history.” tak"juU
Jacob’s daughter, Dinah, wo aro tola, w  OQui>§; »
ravished by Shechem, the son of Hamor. 11 aiw”
however, desiring to make tho girl his
father waited upon Jacob to arrange €V «'ﬁﬂﬂsf &
latter appears to havo Ieft tho m.atter in A "~ fiil
sons, who m.ade it a condition that Ham eljl»rqtf
people should be circumcised. To this = th®l
father agreed, and prevailed upon all K day. 'virfso's
to submit to tho operation. On the thn js-c°\8cndl
Shechemites wero in an enfeebled state, .t'v°  r(j} .ad
Gimeon and evi, & toek each man his s ANl e
upon the city boldly, and slew all the ®'l  efige °y.q

slow ilamor «ana Miectiem nR& S8R witlx tD,,nR U???ét"

sword.” Further, “ tho sons of Jacob cam(], A. fi° .»idl

and spoiled tho city............. They took ~

their herds and their asses............. alT ‘.,pOe

and their little ones and their wives took they " | finl

XxXiv. 25-39). « uSnotiQy
This story Is almost too ridiculous for sci Ajj !!

JJ
since it 15 gr.avcly related as &H Rigigisalo nnsw
sacred writer, some comments may nO ciT
unnecessary. Now, tho statement that”~ »
mon could, unaided, slay all tho ma

oven-_under the circumstances mentioned, *
common sense, and needs not to bo twic o
rejected. We aro to believo that tho
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1'kelvf khemselves to be slaughtered, one after the other,
eth ax” that none of the women of that city had
°f i6rto0 strength or the will to use a weapon in defence
ilaer husband, brother, or son. One has, further, to
Wdri two young men leading away, captive several
ttieuioi women and children, and also taking with
tje ,.a | the flocks and herds which they had collected from
ril3te, s adjacent to the city. To believe this story one
api P°®sess the blind faith and unreasoning credulity of
w-tun apologist.
prj eil the™ occurrence came to the ears of Jacob, that
chief ICI' ~*s true, censured the two murderers; but his
his ('@rlcern was tor his own safety. By the command of
, " 1who, even in the most criminal acts, watched over
cUn; b's sons>he removed to another part of the
tie & There would seem at that time to have been no
t'ttde ,]'IC 7and—no friends or relatives of any of the
>rde men—either able or willing to bring the
@0kerS to 3ustice. In fact, some short time afterwards
iif 7 nsreturned to the neighborhood of the massacre
attem, ain§ had happened, and no one made the slightest
fathgpkto hvy a hand’ on them. They have then but their
WijJ s sheep and cattle, and are unattended. All the
aNayP and girls whom they are stated to have carried
ifi~r.lor,j Shechem have vanished. The inspired writer,
them EIitHHrJg hJs veritakzle_ narrative, has forgot'gen all %bo_ut
e@ntr aln remainder of his history writes as if the
ki aad never occurred. Clearly, even according to the
lii nC°Ulb the story of the massacre is a fiction,
hisde f/1688 xbx. 5-7 Jacob, when blessing his sons before
Leviarni! refers to this matter. He says: “ Simeon and
Lor jnM'Ir.°thren; weapons of violence are their swords.
diger f ““jr anger they slew a man. Cursed be their
Lot °F tt was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel.”
Lait [lls it would appear that the two sons named had
beck  y.one man—Shechem. The hundred dogs in the
~othef rden have turned out to be but “ our dog and
w “\e-’ We may take it, then, that in the earliest
having “rneot and hjewi weing simply jepir€iseitdd &
Hii o assaBsiretied the seducer of their sister, and that
@l ' ﬁ/Rat some fater date pecame transformed by the
toleJ ° me imaginative writer into the massacre of a
S'«*
ath caso' no rational person can repose the smallest
>t¥dVIther Narrative; for, apart from the numerous
timber 0f'°?s an(i discrepancies which prove a large
w ffibloi m events recorded in Genesis to be fictitious,
t “®is ISimy ffie patriarchs in Canaan, taken as a
tuition'” A1y inconsistent with what we know was the
AUfesti °t that country, but is under such circumstances
ly “possible. Veritas.

SAYCE ON THE BIBLE.

Jolley A
H. Sayco has been writing in the Christian

upon “Illow the Bible was Written and
«at B is interesting to be told that “ the oldest
:71°niesent known to us have come from Egypt and
“fted especially as the Christian clergy have always
Bi f erto that the Bible was the oldest book in the
C AV Sayco gives us no information as to how
cnas writton or preserved. He has a lot to say
111 tlo and Babylonian writing ; but as he admits
"SGveC U Testament was written"in Hebrew and in
TVeywacters, ibis diffieyit to understand what Egypt
g r£°nW todo with it
AV Nie.8CSloman,8 biblical criticism is, as usual, very
Nitdhth the hfe admits that Isaiah ii. 2-1 has nothing to
fettVb'HO&  Xt.and. has been quoted from anothor

‘ficalL6 ~or,, )]e°t8 th<at “ chronology ” is against the idea
the,,.S" ero taken from Micah iv. 1-3, although in

L*(1,,1 clit’t .U, Perfectly in accord with tho context; as
toth  boftjb.?y ” could provont any scribe that chose
J Vritlcg in tho words of any prophet into the

any othor. Ilo has an elaborate theory

libraries of the Jews (if they ever had

etja .GN taken to mWhbyen = because tho Book of

. »j TyOn* )}jPtly with the rei<n of Evil-Morodach.
Atz 25 ill take the trouble to compare 2 Chron.
Ezra, i. 3, ho will see that tho Book of

minates in the middle of a sentence; tho
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explanation being that Ezra once formed part of Chronicles,
and has been clumsily separated. Similarly, it is very
probable that the Book of Kings has lost its end in much
the same way, and the fact that it now concludes where it
does is no proof that it was written at Babylon or in the
reign of a Babylonian king. E. P.

MR. PUTNAM'’'S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Extractsfrom his Letters to the New York “ Truthseeker ”
(June 1S).

I was pleased to meet the Liberal friends of Derby. |
expect to lecture at this place while in England. Mr. W.
Westwell and Mr. Robert Ainsworth were present from
Manchester. We were at the same hotel, and the hours
outside the debate were enlivened with generous sociability.
Under the guidance of Mr. Foote and Mr. Westwell, I
discovered the superb beauties of English cooking. | don’t
understand Daudet when he speaks of the “coarse meat
and horrible cookery” of England. | suppose | shall know
more about it when | visit Paris, if I have the opportunity ;
but I really think at present that the English do know how
to cook.

On Thursday we had a delightful drive together about
Derbyshire, and the prospects were lovely indeed. Here is
English scenery in its simple magnificence. Nothing like
the wild and grand scenery, the prairies and mountains of
America; but there were ample fields undulating and
glittering in emerald glory; there were antique forests,
over whose crumbling arches swept the splendor of the
spring, decorating anew the immemorial columns; there
were gentle declivities fading into the cloudy and luminous
horizon, the green hedges, the hard and shining road, the
snug hamlet, the lodge and stately gateway, the elegant
park, the gardens just beginning to bloom, the great
mansion, half hid by trees and shrubbery ; the wandering
herds following the dog, the horseman in tbe distance; the
white flocks, the shimmering lake embosomed in the hills ;
the town, splendid on the verge between earth and sky,
like a fairy picture, gorgeous and illuminated with the
slanting rays breaking from floating cloudlands; while,
mingling with these scenes, burst and quivered and rolled
the sweet singing of the birds. And how shall | describe
the delicious lunch—milk and soda, bread, butter, and
cheese ? That was all we could find in the remote village,
amid whose quaint and picturesque precincts we seemed to
be flung back a hundred years, far from the haunts of
civilisation. | did not know that so secluded and venerable
a spot, where the din of the world is lost amidst gray and
mossy walls and blackened rafters, could be found in the
bustling England of to-day. But England, after all,
stretches wide and far, and has an infinite variety of aspect,
and the old continually mingles with the new.

After the debate on Thursday night a large deputation of
Secular friends waited upon Mr. Foote, and thanked him for
the admirable fight he had made. Mr. W. Whitney spoke
in behalf of the Derby Branch of the National Secular
Society, and congratulated Mr. Foote upon the efficient and
dignified manner in which he had defended their position.
The American visitor also received a cordial welcome. So
the Derby meeting closed with enthusiasm and courage in
the Freethought ranks at this important point.

Saturday morning Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts, and myself
visited Nottingham for a few hours. This is about fourteen
miles from Derby, a manufacturing town of 240,000
inhabitants. It has a much more business-like appearance
than Derby. The passers-by arc more alert, and there are
crowds occasionally. The great castle looms on a precipitous
height as we approach the station. We did not have time,
however, to mount its frowning walls, around which so
many battalions have surged and crowded in bleeding
masses. We visited the Arboretum, in which there is a
beautiful display of flowers, with walks amid blooming
foliage and dazzling carpet of grass, from the crest of
which, where the monument and cannons gleam, is spread a
vast and splendid panorama of the city. Returning, we
pass through the cemetery' in whose shadowy majesty
white death mingles with many-colored, blossoming life.
We witness the memorials of those who have served
humanity, and whose names are in the annals of Free-
thought. Among those shines the name of William Nowlan,
the father of Mrs. Charles Watts. He was one of the
champions of the Secular cause in Nottingham years ago.
Nottingham is noted as one of the old camping-grounds of
Watts. Here he has borne the lance in the arena of
intellectual debate, and made Freethought victorious.
Therefore there are pleasant and noble recollections
connected with this place. 1 was pleased to mec( Mr.
Chatcr, and also, at his house, Mrs. Charles A. Watts,
aughter-in-law of my veteran comrade. She was sojourn-
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ing here for a few days on account of her health. Notting-
ham will brightlv abide in the memory of the Secular
Pilgrim, though but a few hours were passed amid its
charming associations.

At Nottingham my comrades bid me good-bye, after
having seen me safely into the cars bound for Bradford.
At this place, where | arrive at early candle light, I am
met by J. W. Gott, John Grange, H. Smith, and James
Sunderland, and their cordial greeting makes me ready for
any fate in this somewhat frontier post of English Free-
thought, for Freethought is not by any means in the swim
here at Bradford. It is a constant struggle to keep above
water, but there are strenuous and noble workers. The
Truth Seeker is a monthly publication, and it is doing good
service to advance organisation. It is a useful pioneer
journal, sold for only a penny, and one gets more than his
money’s worth every time. Such a journal in America
would cost at least five pennies. By means of the Truth
Seeker Bradford forges ahead and keeps the light of reason
sparkling abroad. | have fair audiences for the three
lectures on Sunday, May 19, and they are appreciative and
enthusiastic ; and | must say that | like Bradford, whatever
the fortunes of war may be. | enjoy the hospitality of Mr.
and Mrs. Gott, and am surrounded with home comforts.
Saturday afternoon | take a trip with Sunderland over
the city, or town rather; for, although Bradford has a
population of 240,000, it is not, in English parlance, a city,
as it has no cathedral and no bishop. Only those places
are cities where cathedrals and bishops put in an imposing
appearance.

Bradford, in some parts of the day, and at some places,
presents almost as busy and crowded a scene as London.
It is a manufacturing point. The Lister mills, the largest
in the world, are here. They are simply immense, and
astonish one with their height and variety. | Vvisit
Maningham Park, a beautiful place. Bradford is amply
endowed with parks. Outside of London it surpasses all
other towns of its size for the number it possesses, although
in the heart of the city we do not see trees and gardens as we
do in London.

Bradford is a picturesque place, although it is crowded
with warehouses and factories, and its streets are narrow
and crooked like those of Boston. | travel, after my rounds
of the principal resorts, to the home of Mr. Sunderland at
Undercliffe, and it is a climb to get there. It is like going
up Zion's hill. However, we don’t have to walk ; we ride on
the top of a big tramcar. The tramcars here have two
stories, and they do present a gigantic appearance. A
wonderful and beautiful view is unfolded as | mount
upward on this tremendous vehicle. Bradford is built
mainly in the heart of a great basin. Vast hills roll away
on every side, decorated with residences. Far as the eye
can see these billowy mountains extend. It was like many
a scene in the Old Granite state, and reminded me more of
my native territory than any place | had yet visited. The
sun was setting as we traversed the lofty ridge, and it was
indeed a gorgeous prospect. The sky was like a vast dome
of mingling gold and blue, with darkening grey. Swell on
swell of table lands, and mighty hills like the swaying of a
huge sea, swept to every point of the horizon, while deep
down below gleamed and glowered the multitudinous city.
As my friend Smith said, looking at Bradford at night time,
when its thousand lights were flashing, it seems as if
heaven itself was turned topsy-turvy, and all the shining
stars were huddled and scattered in flaming masses in the
abyss beneath. Bradford certainly can boast of beauty and
sublimity.

1must not omit to write of Laycock’s Temperance Hotel,
where they drink tea and eat toast and talk with the
volubility of a ladies’ sewing circle. It is a congregation of
cranks from morning till night, and the humming and the
buzzing and the flashing and the crashing of ever-varying
ideas are immensely amusing. It is like the sputtering of
electric batteries with opposin'; currents. This is one of the
oldest places in Bradford, ana is a curiosity shop indeed.
Here is freedom of speech, the utmost antagonism of
thought with prevailing good nature; while occasionally
there is a lurid lightning glare which threatens disaster,
but glances oil in a rainbow shower of jolly laughter.
I wouldn't have missed Laycock’s on any account. It was
unique, universal, interesting, evolutionary, and revo-
lutionary. 1 liked it. It was good as a play. | hope
it will keep rolling and tumbling on in Niagara-like
fashion, with its intellectual rapids, long as the world
stands. Bradford won't be a dull place to visit as long as
Laycock'’s flourishes.

John Grange was chairman of the meetings, and made
excellent opening addresses, giving a hearty welcome to the
American visitor.  Friends were present from Leeds,
Shipley, Halifax, and other neighboring places. Some came
many miles afoot to attend. | was quite encouraged to
meet these loyal comrades. | must extend my thanks to
the ladies, Mrs. Gott, Mrs. Grange, Airs. Sunderland, and
others, for their support. Only a few ladies in Bradford are
willing to be identified with the movement. It isa pleasure
to find a few who are brave and intelligent.
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| leave Bradford with the star of progress shining
my way. | have faith in the courage and devotion n
allies here. Especially must | thank Mr. J. W. Gott |
generous comradeship. LI §

| return to London on Monday. | spend the even
Watts's, where we outline future campaigns. Tuesday
busy with “ News and Notes,” and can’'t see much, Trues(jay
there are thousands of objects yet to Hew. rjlit8an
evening F attend_the annual meetinB pf \thesMatt frafl
League, tlistened to earnest and splendid addresses_
Dr. 0. It. Drysdale, President; George W. Foote, A. Af #
Dr. T. R. Allinson, Mrs. Thornton Smith, and others.
deeply interested in the many and fruitful ideas adoStion
Of course | cannot see but what the Malthusian b1 'ineelb
is correct. Population must increase faster than the
of subsistence, and the check must be war, famin™y
pestilence, or wise human control. It is a subject ' o
of the widest consideration and the utmost hb
expression. | am afraid we could not hold such a
as this in New York. We have not freedom Ol
enough yet. Our English friends are ahead of us0 O
points. They have fought the good fight and . 'icg,
course, in England, where the population is so over
the pressure of the Malthusian question is much b gf]l
than in our own country, whose natural resources buttl*
far in advance of the demand made upon them,
time is surely coming when we in America mustijsOlute"
this enormous problem, the solution of which is a
necessary to human progress. .,. pond01

After the meeting | had a walk and talk amici ®a
lights and shadows with A. B. Moss and Mr. ba' rdid®
veteran of the Bradlaugh ranks. We stood on sceiit
Bridge—historic spot—and watched the wonderl by
and in imagination traversed the ages past. ''e -jnigF
the old London Tower, glooming in the solemn  jlOrr«r
with the strange majesty of crime and death, a jjj.Jjge, »
and glory ; we passed over the stupendous
marvel of human achievement, one of the j-ystallb™
structures anywhere on the planet; a kind ot cly inagsm
Niagara in its magnificence, strength, loftiness, m ~ t>

el

proportions. | walked through Billingsgate, sue  qulA
grave at this hour, with only a solitary police" ab
rounds ; but at five o'clock in the morning e™
language burst in tumult here, a pandenioniun pw
ejaculation under the sun. The Tower of Babel s

of Pentecost couldn’t equal thjs far diversity ot * Q]
A q} % i F yoﬁ th ,gv»sJ
e »h= AACD AU VAAlJ WA UU= WVWUWNV A JAIY

vigorous and straightforward speaker. Ho bas jjre(j,®’,
UaFiety PY experienss. 1He 15 LHRHHH BeFA andsses Ofw
understands how to reach and move the great u

people. oldestof°n
| was also glad to meet Edward Truelove, the co',n”’'s
veterans here. He is in his eighty-fifth year. but. b» si

is unquenchable. He has sufiered in our calls > wjtb»1
no jot of heart or hope. He will die in the harn >

the glorious enthusiasm of youth. puii
Samuel P-

MR. PUTNAM'S ENGAGEMENTS-

]ectunp‘?’
c-t utn%dr% :t_ho following yes

Felton Co-operitivp°wtifet Branch (lecture hf d ~fyDO
* H -
1. Bristol 16 %4798y Aloutn; 717 BNRISERUECN

M rV , ’'FaUEWOrfch 1 18>Leicester; 25, Liverpool-
- Upam will return to New:York gn,Sfpto9, |l1?le
H N N H H H o [}
iR dSlnlt " g O RIS i SIET 20y b o

for Mr Putnam QUIr'InE week-night lectures shou
the Sunday V181t wizen he is in their d'str

enuﬁJa]%elrentr?Joz-\Jfr's

Holy Mummery. , gd*
At Montrealyon the 28th Qt.ﬂthfieb_ﬁ ®Ifspring poiA
ts

bank loeated i that eity, The archbishom priggtsr  jc
water throughout the building, the assistant i

ing to the benediction. . : :
banks in of1cado g Ruf>

We had one of thoz® h@lly ) B
sported an immense capital, opened-and closed * jDss o

hours by prayer, and conducted” its
Christian principles. Godly business fait
widows and orphans reared in the
deposits in this pious bank. Some

from legitimate purposes, tho bank tan >
were ruined financially, all for the 8* ,ntb
business world will do well to keep aney eg
combination or mixture of religion and Im'
Thinker.

and T'T Fj
G®,(Optr =
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ACID DROPS.

Lord Rosebery's Government fell over cartridges. No,
« s My. Price Hughes, ho fell over the turf. Winning two
«Jerkies” lost him the Premiership. And serve him right.
« e man who won't listen to the Methodist Times and
act accordin’” deserves ostracism—and apparently gets it.

\vI™® “uow Mr. Price Hughess opinion of Lord Rosebery.
hat we want now is Lord Rosebery’s opinion of Mr. Price

issues. If ift were printed in the Methodist Times, it would
uljle the circulation.

Hie Methodist Times wants to put “fifty God-fearing
younj, Methodists into the next House of Commons.” Only
j f e Think of it! What modesty! Mr. Hughes ought

bead the fifty. He has modesty enough.

hir I the fifty dwindles down in practice. Mr. Hughes

A\ he can hud money enough for one candidate, and
sp i k° hear of a * young lay Methodist” who is willing to
jior i me°uey in wooing votes. He will probably find a

Umany lay Methodists on that lay.

jrp/uon Ince has been writing in the Expositor on “ The

OUs Conception and Virgin Birth of Christ.” He
Luk wu over tke contradictions between Matthew and
djfi by saying, “ Their narratives must be derived from
Q @&ent sources.” We thought both were from the Holy
w st- What a pity they did not state what those sources
P ' aud whether Mary, Joseph, or some others were

'P°nsible for their statements.

theOh.U Mark, and Paul, according to Canon Ince, left out
ta Mr8m birth because they were concerned with other
evetlers'. .Mere again it is a pity that they did not drop
°@ a bint that they had heard of such a remarkable
reas rence- But the best explanation of Canon Ince is the
the a fbat neitlicr Jesus nor Mary gave any testimony on
the « kter. That, according to Canon luce, was because of
faOxs essentially private and delicate character” of the
theru < . thought the Incarnation was the very basis of
detooi *fL3tian scheme. If so, its evidence should have been

and not left on no better ground than the

°  birth of Perseus or of Buddha.

F+dia’Uk thirty years ago a sensational trial took place in
Still * <nO'vn as “ the Maharaja Case.” The reports are
Gxtai,Qli?ht after by the curious. It was alleged that
f*ds 1lhigh caste persons known as “ Maharajas” posed as
the,’ a | that the young women of the sect worshipped
The j(ur< regardod a divine visitation as a high honor.
Mi,jO llci'ents of the sect said that their proceedings were
out a >and of essentially a private and delicate character.
c¢°ndpi,U Ivestigation took place, the Maharajas were
med, and the scandal ceased.

Prr t U w Chronicle played it rather low over that

1°rthe°( s*a*ue subscription. It appears that the ,£3,000

me QM iilatue was sent by cheque to Mr. Gladstone before

S W appeal was published. According to rumor,

Wtrue <P‘who sent the cheque was Lord Rosebery. If this

GPablo cls vei'y much to his credit, and shows him to be
°t action in the midst of floods of talk.

Thep -

iator- A' Toe, fbe Protestant rector of Ballymahon, 1
- ' give N Jc through disobeying Jesus Christ’'scommand
r that-asketh.” The reverend gentleman
W'“gga [a/aeguéyclo and a tramp asked hm? for alms,
refuso,l the tramp knocked the parson off his
amfkTe(?'tr}'nlfo noi belabored him with a stick, and then
' “mllgll d‘)oor parson was picked up unconscious

injured:

"rn™iul p~P hs were discussed by tho London and
~ph'lidu, ,, 1hotographic Association. Mr. Duguid, the
Hi' mit f noted for those productions, was years ago
listen,! ja (basgow photographer. He inserted in Unfed,
tL"CasS]lcantemporary account of Jesus, a plate copied
Tiilvprtan’ m) am”y Bible, and has passed off a picture of
boh’ iﬂtp‘sl "jestess assplrlt guides under various names—
iivl.2tate,ia’ . Mignon, etc. One mombor of the assooia-
Jns belief that one of the portraits in The Veil

1(>ly a picture of the bust of Clytie.

«0. Hie L .
¢mbug Of those dear religionists. Si year.-
,@"Sa row over Sunday tramcars in Glasgow, anti
a compromise, by which the cars were to run

just in time to take the Godites to kirk and back again !
The blessed Sabbath was to be broken a little, anti the
Godites were to have all the benefit of the desecration !

Something similar to this is proposed by Mr. Charles Hill,
secretary of the Working Men's Lord’'sDay Rest Association.
He is dead against all ricreation on Sunday, nor will he
hear of a theatre being used for even a lecture. What he
proposes is this, that all licensed houses should be prohibited
from being used on Sundays, except for religious purposes.
For brazen hypocrisy this about takes the cake.

The Cape of Good Hope sky-pilots and Sabbatarians have
been much riled by the success of the Sunday concerts at
Cape Town. A deputation of these and the Y.M.C.A. waited
on the Premier, and induced him to promise to bring in a
measure defiling with the matter. Evidently there.is a wide
field for Freethought propaganda at the Cape.

John Jones, sub-postmaster at Trealaw, Rhondda Valley,
and a prominent local preacher in the district, has been
sentenced at the Glamorganshire Assizes to four years’ penal
servitude for forgery.

A religious riot between Christians and Hindus has
taken place in the Madras presidency. The Shanars are
descendants of aboriginal devil-worshippers, much looked
down upon by the Hindus. The Christians have been far
more successful with them than with the higher castes,
and at Tinnevelly they have a bishop of their own. At
Kalugumalai about a hundred Shanars abjured Hinduism
and embraced Christianity. Considerable excitement was
occasioned by their baptism in the Catholic church. The
Hindus demanded the removal of a paudal which had been
fixed by the Catholic missionary in front of the church.
The Christians refused, and a riot took place. The church
was set on fire, and some of the Christians were either
suffocated or burned to death, while others who escaped
by the windows were arrested by the police. Fires and
murders were then committed indiscriminately, and the
barbarous scenes oontinued for six hours, with the result
that there were twenty deaths among the Shanars, a large
number of wounded on both sides, and the Shanar property
was totally destroyed.

The young lady who committed suicide with tho Rev. Mr.
Constable, of Guiseley, was, it appears, his wife, the” parties
having been quietly married by special licence last Easter.

In tho caso of the prosecution of the Manchester Spy for
accusing Mr. Gilbert It. Kirlew, the editor of the Christian
Worker, the Children's Own Taper, and chairman of the
Working Lads' Institute, who was publicly described as
“with a burning zeal for the cause of Christianity,” of
being “a loathsome being, who has misused the name of
God and the vicariate of Christian work to gratify his un-
natural passion,” the case against the defendants, who
pleaded justification and produced evidence in support of
their charges, was dismissed.

San Mateo, near Ferrol, in Spain, has been the scene of a
bloodthirsty fight. It all arose out of religion. There was
a fair and a religious procession, and a quarrel began as to
who should carry the patron saint of the village. First
came hot words, then blows, then knives and revolvers;
and forty persons, including two men of God, were among
“the wounded.” The patron saint did not interfere.
Perhaps after a long spell of heaven he found the fighting a
relief.

The Now York Daily Tribune, in an article on the
Salvation Army, says that “ it does not appeal to the
intellect, but to the feelings; tho people it strives to reach
have little intellect to be appealed to.” At the same time,
tho Tribune thinks the Salvation Army is educating tho
religious residuum “for useful membership of religious
bodies of tho older and more polite type.” According to
this estimate—to put it plainly—* General” Booth is only
tho jackal to the lion of Ecclesiasticism.

Booth wants to keep in with all parties, so he has given
orders that no Salvation Army building shall be let for
political purposes during the coming contest.

At tho Royal Agricultural Show, at Darlington, five men
who took refuge under a tree during a thunderstorm were
struck down by lightning. Two were killed outright, and
tho others writhed hysterically, though they escaped with
but slight injuries.

The Daily Nexus leader writer must have a curious idea
of Providence. Detailing a case in which three viragos
assaulted a girl because, as they said, “ She’s very pretty ;
let's make her ugly,” it says: “ They then caught her by
the hair and dragged her to the ground, and, after beating
her unmercifully, one of them stabbed at her with a tin-
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opening knife. Here, however, Providence interposed, and
the knife was mercifully directed to the body of one of the
viragos.” This Providence which directs a stab at one
person to wound another is a curious kind of “ critter.” It
reminds us of the old farmer who said : “ Drat that Provi-
dence ; first he rotted my taters, then he spoilt my corn,
and now he’s took my missis. Drat Providence, say I.”

The Christian people of Saybusch, in Galicia, won't have
a Jew in the town, and, because one appeared as clerk in a
lawyer’s office, smashed the windows of the house he lodged
in, broke the furniture, and stole his books and clothes. Four-
teen persons were arrested, and one boasted that he paid
for drinks for all who declared they would drive away the
Jew from the town. .

The Rev. R. H. Haweis has been rounding on his clerical
brethren during his visit to Australia. He is reported as
saying that the Church is officered by men inferior to those
of twenty years ago. The Church, always the resort of the
fool of the family, now only holds out prospects to the
palpably dull or dishonest.

The lower clergy of Rome have started a new journal,
called the Intransigent, to advocate Christian Socialism and
the interests of the poorer priests, who get little chance of
advance under the present ecclesiastical system. There are,
it appears, Headlamites even at the headquarters of Catholic
faith.

There is a large variety of Raskolniks, or Dissenters, in
Russia, and no sooner has the Holy Synod suppressed one
heterodox sect than another rises in its place. The latest
heretical development is a sect known as Pilgrims, or
Wanderers. They probably inherit a nomadic tendency,
and, under the influence of religion, declare that the reign
of Anti-Christ is at hand. That arch fiend seizing the seats
of government, the only salvation will be to flee to the
Siberian morasses, forests, and hills, where the Pilgrims
retire to lead a primitive Christian life. The Holy Synod
has cursed the sect as malignant enemies of Mother Church,
and measures are to be adopted to root them out from
their remote Siberian retreats.

The Times, in its notice of the late Professor Huxley,
mentions that at the meeting of the British Association at
Oxford, in 1860, Bishop Wilberforce had the impertinence
to ask Huxley whether he was related to an ape by his
grandfather’'s or his grandmother’'s side. Now, there is
hardly a theologian living who would venture this sort of
insult. This is left to the “ gentlemen” of the Christian
Evidence Society.

The Times does not give Huxley’s dignified reply, which
is, however, of historical interest. He said : “ | asserted,
and | repeat, that a man has no reason to be ashamed of
having an ape for his grandfather. If there were an ancestor
whom | should feel shame in recalling, it would be a man,
a man of restless and versatile intellect, who, not content
with an equivocal success in his own sphere of activity,
plunges into scientific questions with which he has no real
acquaintance, only to obscure them by an aimless rhetoric,
and distract the attention of his hearers from the real point
at issue by eloquent digressions and skilled appeals to
religious prejudice.”

Bradford has an Art Gallery ; it has also a School Board ;
and the two disagree. The head mistress of one of the
schools asked for permission to take her scholars to see the
pictures. This was refused by the School Management
Committee, and when the reason was asked at a Board
meeting Canon Simpson talked about “ public morality,”
and said that “ the character of some of the pictures in the
gallery made it inadvisable to send the children there.”

We can hardly believe that there are any “ wicked”
pictures in the Bradford Art Gallery ; such as Lot and his
daughters, or David dancing naked before the Ark. Canon
Simpson may have his eye upon a picture of Adam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden. But mere nakedness does not
corrupt children. There is a delicious French story about
a little sister and a littler brother looking at a picture of
“our first parents.” The little fellow asked which was the
gentleman, and the little maiden said she couldn’t tell—they
had no clothes on. But perhaps children don’'t run that way
in Bradford.

How they love one another ! The High Church Times
says of the Low Church Association : “ The chief work
which this so-called Church Association carries on is
exactly described as a disturbance of the Church’s peace.”
And it goes on to complain of “ the unscrupulous method
which the Association’s colporteurs too frequently pursue”
in attacking Ritualism.

The Rev. F. T. Wethered defends the Rector of Clifton,
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Bed., who refused to marry parties whose banns he had P,
up, because one of them was unbaptised, on the ground tfi>
he is legally required to have their Christian names; a »
how can a person acquire a Christian name except '
baptism V' We fancy the law would say that the P/ris"te
name, in alegal sense, is the name before the family na®’
and that it is acquired by registration without baptism-

The energy of Mr. Stead is to have a new outlet. He h
discovered, through the spooks, that the crying want ot
age is a Baby Exchange. It is an old saying that those '
don’t want children have too many, and those who do w
them have none. Mr. Stead is going to rectify this.
hope he won't make a worse muddle than in his dabn
with other social topics. *

The choir of a church in Leicester have struck
peculiar circumstances. The lady members donned
siastical raiment—cassocks, caps, surplices—and were ord up
to wear ordinary dress. They struck, and have been Jy
ported by the male members, who don't see why the ¢l b
alone should sport ecclesiastical millinery.

What a funny title ! The League of the Christian La
Boot. Its object is to free the Chinese ladies from
pression of the feet. The ladies of the League comp
their waists, which is more dangerous. A Chinaman s”

“We squeezy foot; you squeezy waist. Same both,
husband.”
At the Royal Albert Hall meeting of the Wom®ll

”

International Temperance Association, when Miss V
came to the front, the band struck up “ Rule Bripa
and the audience (or was it congregation 1) join
“ spontaneously.” What splendid internationalism m

tl
Canon Wilberforce spoke at that meeting, takinggie:
place of Mr. W. S. Caine, who had to leave for Westrn
“1 am not Caine,” he said, “and | am not Able to n
position worthily.” This gorgeous witticism convu's
audience (or congregation). According to the »
Times, their “ gaiety was not eclipsed for several min
of
Fathers Stanton and Hogg, the well-known
St. Alban’s, Holborn, are going to try to bring abou
tian Reunion by issuing an English edition of tn® cjj of

Missal, in which the Communion Service of the AJlent
England will be incorporated. The mere annou
suffices to send the English Churchman in a rage.
: JH
“She” is an American. Her registered nameis , calls

Brooker. She is absolute ruler of the Perfection! >

herself “ daughter of God,” and holds communicate ,jartip.
him through angels. The previous “ She” was * p rfoctiou
She was buried at Cincinnati on May 25,and the I e to
ists keep watch night and day over her grave in cjiariof
witness her resurrection and ascent to heaven m. , ipap

of fire. Fools ! of course; but are they bigger t ~ qQJ

some ancient persons we read of who saw the son

go through a similar performance 1 )
A certain Christian Evidence journal is asking Whhz'igﬂﬁ

is to live or die, and is frantically appealing i°

avoid a silent funeral. One of its friends, a red-m

man, hopes it will receive support to oppose gevj

Secularists, and other “loose persons.” Lven fe™

Hugh Price Hughes asks his friends to buy A carryon

weeks, if only out of charity, in order that it may ‘ O[onS
its crusade against “ scoffers.” But a paper canno re»l
its life b¥ such arts as these. The fact ‘&@iy ch?0"
demand for Christian Evidence journals. Theironly jon
lies in the patronage of Secularists. That is why w
advertise them. .
the O1"
We see it reported that the Rev. Dr. Parker, o
Temple, on entering the twenty-sixth year ot n , stipQOlle
there, announced that he would forego the m peOP,
paid to him as pastor, and depend solely on wna j;ttle.
chose to bring him, whether it was much or twe a
Parker has always been so keen after money “vork ?A

tempted to believe he fancies this plan wi satid
better than the other. He was never known to
with “ little.”

say”™-m

In the interest of scientific clearness | object 0 organi*
have a soul, when | mean all the while that J regt, o
has ceictaiiri L fA0GIHES wivich like fiG 0 an Sy
dependent on its molecular composition, and co  j lo®1 y
when | die ; and | object still more to affirm V enCe pi
a future life, when all 1 mean is, that the in ~nUjjib°
doings and sayings will be more or loss felt uy *
people after the physical components of that
scattered to the four winds.—Huxley.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

August 4, Newcastle.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

M.
(¢»«U s Watts's Engagements.—July 28, August 4 and 11,

to . m nTeM.—AIl communications for Mr. Watts should be sent
('f areply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope

jJd enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
boa, " childishness ” is in complaining of what could not
Me 'oldod- Milton Hall, even in Kentish Town, is better (for

Mr. Foote and his colleagues
They do their

are basent) than no hall at all.

best Ot under an obligation to do impossibilities.
M a ' 30met,imes for not so much as thanks.

oniv. REVS— Five hundred shillings would be of little use ; they
Uq ,Rtnount to £25 ; and we have appealed enough.

conseA} LOR— Letters cannot be published without the writer's

taarknt-li Mr. George Wise says that his letter to you was

red>°M <Pr*yate,” and asks us not to publish it. Of course wo

in  lais wishes, though it seems to us that he lacks courage

luestf Mr. Wise, by the way, doesn't answer the

°p,)0 on Put to him in the Freethinker as to whether he asks

what fits at bis meetings for their names and addresses, and
J D' Wants to know their addresses for.

hae.i°ur essay on “ God and the Atheist shows that you

CoinDn'v” at = but you require a great deal more practice in

tioa s'tion before your efforts will reach the level of publica-
EW g

witk ir Aly— Pleased to hear the Derby friends wore so delighted
W. Putnam’s Picture. 3

Lilb3rf'~A7 'Me did not keep the copy of tho Times in which Sir

June V ar*ei*8 lefcter appeared. The date would bo near

"’bssion ~anon Taylor’s articles, and other criticisms of
°Ur outorprise, have from timo to time boon noticed in
5. jj M0lumns.

4.9 g(AN (Sunderland).—W:ill see what can bo done.
cores— Received. Shall be pleased to see you at Clacton.

GuttermliAY'—Air. Foote'has written you privately on tho

j jldl
A§DU 0 mMr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, EC., will supply
fG’Zs.l(jqa’ 8°0d cabinet photo of the late Charles Bradlaugt

j ex°UrstdipT intends to join the London Secular Federation’s

'~00D_o
up9n.ajr oee paragraph. Mr. Footo cannot take part in any
hotyjp footings at present, being already overworked. But
I>t-in Inake an exception if you find you cannot hold your
LIl,,rat.\Wod Green on account of Christian rowdyism. He
Powngj, AY3 hold it to be his duty to intervene to the best of his
V [ HiQSsuch
Wi ut3 (Sheffield).—Correspondence”™ should roach by
Ag:l to'IN~Muing.  Your letter is too late for “ Sugar Plums.
I, \/’eé)t_ioJIar’\ though, that Mr. Putnam had an enthusiastic
47510™°u Sunday
ter® »- —Church Reformer—Freedom —Liberty—Der
TAUdin e —Christian Commonwealth—Humanity—Zoophilist
| terary pheld Daily Examiner—Nottingham Argus—The

G WestiinVUN 0—"~Manchester Spy— Manchester Courier—Boston
MPen A t°r Twentieth Century—Truthseeker—Freidenker—

Mao'pRrt—Progressive Thinker—Light—Two Worlds—Isle
m 'Sty YOr|ri2' .~'~0rkshiro Post—Capo Argus—Non-Sectarian—
, "ribune—Manchester Evening Nows—Crescent.

Lj rkii)jjir s°nd us newspapers would enhance the favor by
o0 8sgr I0Usages to which they wish to call our attention,
ry *St0,'Ir tho Editor of the Freethinker should bo addressed to

Vb uttéHQ@ troot, London, E.C.
*daJ Noencicshould reach us not lator than Tuosday if a reply
UUthijd 1 bhe current issuo. Otherwise the reply stands over
N ur 5 wIn2 week.
8Lv OTICEs must reach 28 Stonocuttor-stroet by first post
X j ' °rthey will not be inserted.
S drter-8K. Moraturo should be sent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone-
rs orl bE-c-
~ht)g Uvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
["H ; hftu Words> 6d. Displayed Advertisements —One inch,

\ ~OPCtition® lumn’ £1 2s- 6d-: column>£2 58> Special terms

,

potior will bo forwardod, direct from tho publishing

fti ‘@ «ir ,°°> at tho following ratos, propaid :—On'o Y ear,
co™alf Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

tCPper 5 rary to l'ost-office regulations to announce on tho

ttu ' Miub(»10J subscription is duo, subscribers will roceivo

IS8, r ~ a colorod. wrappor when their subscription

cAlud of 2 Rn Miould determine to devoto himself to the
including intellectual and moral self-

f thn that name : that this should be, in th§ prmer

jftink WOEEL His religion, is w6t onfy an ‘Whi8ikidible,
t( to VA laudlable,

Meelf ?ulleve that it is the only religion which will

resolution. And | am greatly
Ariceli e unassailably acceptable so long as the
endures.-Huxley.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

Tiie summer weather did not prevent an excellent
audience from assembling in the Camberwell Secular Hall
on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on “ All About
Angels.” This evening (July 7) Mr. Foote takes the chair at
Milton Hall for Mr. J. P. Gilmour, of Glasgow, who is on a
visit to the South, and is taking the opportunity to address
a London audience. We hope the metropolitan Free-
thinkers will give their Scottish visitor a hearty reception.
He deserves it.

Last Sunday evening the Hall of Science was closed, and
Mr. Charles Watts gave his lecture at Milton Hall instead.
His subject Was “ Cromwell and English Freedom.” Con-
sidering that the change of place of meeting had only been
announced for a few days, there was a very good audience,
who gave Mr. Watts an enthusiastic reception. Miss Vance
presided, and made a neat little speech. Previous to the
lecture Mr. Watts drew attention to the death of Professor
Huxley, and paid a well-deserved tribute to his useful
career. The references made to the principal incidents in
the Professor’'s public life, and to his peaceful death, were
received with sympathetic applause.

Our London readers are again reminded of the Secular
Federation’s Annual Excursion to Clacton-on-Sea next
Sunday (July 14). The tickets are now on sale, and full
particulars will be found in our advertisement columns.
Messrs. Foote and Watts have given up their Sunday, for
lecturing purposes, in order to join the party and spend the
day with the “ saints,” who will doubtless muster in strong
force. Freethinkers should induce their Christian friends
to come by our special train, just to see what a melancholy,
miserable set the “ Atheists ” are when they “ assemble and
meet together.”

Our American visitor, Mr. S. P. Putnam, lectures to-day
(July 7) in the Amphitheatre, Northumberland-road,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. We hope there will be a big rally of
Tyneside Freethinkers on this occasion. They should come
in from twenty miles around, and give the President of
the American Secular Union a regular North-of-England
welcome.

It is well that our American visitor is combining work
with pleasure, or he would go back to New York utterly
demoralised. Everywhere he goes tho “saints” are
showing him generous hospitality, and taking him about
to the various places of interest. And “ Samuel”—as Mr.
Watts calls him—is enjoying himself immensely. He is
having “ a fine time” indeed. Yes.it is the lecturing that
saves him. Without that ho would feel inclined, when he
goes home in September, to rush off to Florida, or some
other happy land, instead of buckling-to for the annual
Convention of hisown Society.

Mr. Putnam continues his “ Notes and News” from
England in the New York Truthseeker. The number for
June 22 contains the account of his day up the Thames with
Messrs. Foote and Watts, his visit to the British Museum
with Mr. Wheeler, and his experiences at Liverpool. We
shall reprint all this in due course.

The Liverpool friends took Mr. Putnam in on one point;
of courso not designedly. They forgot to tell him that
Liverpool is at the mouth of the Mersey, and he forgot that
London is a long way up the Thames; so that he falls into
the mistake of supposing the Mersey to be the “ broader and
deeper” river of the two. Of course the Thames is far and
away the premier river of England.

Ingersoll was invited by the manager of the Queen’s
Theatre, Montreal, to lecture there. Tho Colonel was agree-
able, and sent on his advertising matter. Every paper
refused to insert it, and the manager, on account of the
boycott of the press, got the contract cancelled.

Captain It. C. Adams, the energetic president of the
Canadian Secular Union, is, of course, not satisfied with
this, and assures the Colonel that if he comes he will find
his audience. He says: “ The gifted authoress, Helen H.
Gardener, once lectured to a thousand people in Montreal
on a Sunday evening, but no mention of the fact was made
in Monday’s papers. She afterwards wittily wrote:‘ Montreal
has no newspaper. If a few ministers meet together, it is
news. If athousand people gather to hear a Freethought
lecturer, it is not news. ”

Professor Huxley was once wroth with an Evangelical
busybody at a seaside resort, who offered him a tract and
wanted to know whether he was “ saved.” It seemed to the
great scientist a piece of gross impertinence. He told the
soul-saver to mind his own business—at which the soul-
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saver felt “insulted.” The fussy religionist did not
understand the serenity with which an unbeliever can face
death, leaving all the “ funk ” to the Christians, who hope to
go to heaven, but have an awful fear of going to the other
Ece. Professor Huxley's death was calm and peaceful, as

ame a philosopher. He read and wrote up to the last
day of his life, and “ through all his sufferings,” the Times
says, “he preserved that amiable and kindly disposition
which made him so beloved in his own household.”

It goes without saying that Professor Huxley died
without the assistance and consolation of professional
exhorters. His wife and one of his daughters were with
him when he drew his last breath. Which was as it should
be. All the dying really require is to let their last gaze fall
upon dear faces. Death is then a mixture of sleep and love.

The Daily Chronicle writes of Professor Huxley’'s death :
“ The_uppermost thought born of the sorrow which this
morning’s news brings is that a striking and charming
personality is withdrawn........... True to himself, it followed
that he was wrong-doer to none, and with his withdrawal
there remains one the less of that type of the ideal man who
endeared himself to such as knew him only in the fellowship
of spirit. To those who knew him as friend and counsellor
his loss will be irreparable.” _

The Chronicle also notes that Professor Huxley was
“ conscious to the last, and knowledge of his coming end
was born with equanimity, his strength of character and his
amiable disposition never forsaking him.”

The Daily Telegraph wrote: “We have had in Thomas
Henry Huxley a guide of light and leading in natural
science of whom England may well be proud, foremost in
pursuing the task of enlarging the area of human knowledge,
faultless in scientific integrity, and as true a friend by liis
work and worth to his age and to his race as he was a fast
and loyal votary of Truth, and fearless follower of her steps,
wherever they might lead.” _

The Pall Mall Gazette paid a high tribute to Professor
Huxley, and courageously stated that his controversy with
Mr. Gladstone about the Mosaic account of Creation was
one of his finest efforts. The Westminster Gazette wrote :
“We lose in him, not only an eminent scientist and a
brilliant writer, but a commanding man."

The next dinner of the Omar Khayyam Club will bo held
on Saturday, the 13th, at Pox Hill, Dorking, and George
Meredith will be one of the guests.

The Manchester Branch will shortly enter upon an active
out-door crusade, and, with that object in view, they have
engaged the services of Mr. C. Cohen for a period of four
weeks, commencing Sunday, August 18. A subscription
list will be opened to defray the expenses, which, of course,
will be considerable, and friends are desired to subscribe as
liberally as possible.

Secularists in the Wood Green district are earnestly in-
vited to rally round the Secular open-air platform. At a
recent meeting there was persistent and reckless disorder,
and eventually Mr. C. Cohen had to be protected by the
police on his way to the railway station. The local Branch
means business, and will not be intimidated. It intends to
open a Freethought bookstall on Saturday evening (July 6)
at 6 o'clock, at the foot of Jolly Butchers' Hill, close to the
lecture station. This novel enterprise deserves the utmost
success.

The Rangoon Times appears to be a very liberal paper.
There have been discussions in its columns on such
questions as the views of Colonel Ingersoll, Is Christianity
True letc., in which due prominence has been given to the
letters of Freethinkers. One of the writers, signing himself
“ Truthseeker,” cites Mr. Wheeler at length on the con-
nection between Christianity and Buddhism. Another
writer boldly signs himself “ Atheist.” Heresy seems to
flourish in Burmah.

Humanity, the monthly organ of the Humanitarian League,
continues its crusade against the brutal features of our
“ Christian civilisation.” The July number contains an
important article by J. M. Greg on the Irish Cattle Traffic,
and an able reply by H. S. Salt to Mr. D. G. Ititchie on the
Rights of Animals. Accompanying this number, at least in
our packet, is a facetious Play in one act, entitled “ A Lover
of Animals,” by H. S. Salt. It is brightly written, and,
if we may be pardoned the pun, not without salt.

The New \ork Daily Tribune reviews the Life of Cluirles
Dradlaugh, and, after the manner of Christian reviewers,
seeks to turn commendation of Mr. Bradlaugh into disparage-
ment of those who work on similar lines. It concludes oy
saying : “ The truest judgment of his character and work is
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embodied, in that one word which was his self-chosen
best-known name, ‘ Iconoclast.” But it is one
smash empty images with the hammer; it is another
vastly different thing to knock one’s own head agains
Everlasting Rock.”

"ad

Leslie Stephen’s Life of his brother, Sir James Fitzja®"
Stephen, makes it clear how the great legal luminary' ~
by the way, was a prolific writer both on the n
Review and the Pall Mall Gazette, gave up, one hy er
every article of Christian belief. “ One by one went *

and temple down.” Yet Sir J. F. Stephen found life jj\0
bright, and glorious, and said : “ | should dearly b"°
it again.”

Sir James once had an interview with Cardinal -icw ed
“ Fitzjames,” says his brother, “ was not the man to h, jnly
by any reputation into reticence.” He asked him ugj
for some reasonable ground for believing that his  nog
was what it claimed to be. Newman replied, in su, ‘0®&
that he could not argue with a man who differed sunfarg
pletely on first principles. Fitzjames took this as am®ny0®®
to the admission that Newman had nothing to say to »
who did not go three-fourths of the way with him- | j

at last,” he proceeds, “ ‘if Jesus Christ were here, 00 , Nif
say no more than you doV ‘I suppose you to mean f
He could, I ought to be able to give you whaty &
‘Certainly ; for you profess to be Ilis authorised as pe
call on me to believe you on that ground. Prove it- jjed:

could say was : ‘I cannot work miracles ;' to which”™ P “o-
‘1 did not ask for miracles, but for proofs.” He n
lutely nothing to say.”

The Sunday Society has just held its twentieth” ated
meeting in London. Mr. Holman Hunt, the artist, N
e fhikein 1of the pew piesidgiit, the Rev. CanennHIO*- 08
who delivered a long and “ churchy ” address. Borm ~ Ot
other, these clergymen will take a professional  ogSof
everything. Canon Barnett is in favor of opening: Igund»y
culture on Sunday ; but he seems to be opposed to Q&uC
amusements. Even in the matter of Sunday lectuics”j O
Barnett does not appear disposed to make”any
cession to Secularists, who cowld noit gelt 11C ateteaiAiE

and could not, therefore, take advantage of the a wvigj
in the law which Canon Barnett proposes. ®tilb ~ "
to have this Sunday question ventilated; .and, fof
point of view, the Sunday Society—even with a P1
president—may be wished every success.

THE

THE HONORARIUM TO THE PRESIDENT OF
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

— e of ~
It will be remembered that at the last Confeicl*m
National Secular Society a letter was read
George Anderson, suggesting that its President
recouped for his loss of time and money in se nQiiitf*
party’s interests.” Accordingly, the Conference agj M.
a Committee, consisting of Mr. George AfQu'*“ yhnw
Charles Watts, Mr. Robert Forder, and Mr. ~¢pyjiing °u,

shoel ..
NWR

to consider the best plan to be adopted for & up

the suggestion. The Committee met and < ftt*

circular, which probably most of the readers 0

thinker have seen. ., wjng e
This Committee unanimously passed the fo  onded »

lution, proposed by Mr. George Andorson, and s s$et\

Mr. George Ward : “ That the sum to bo paid tne fir*eo,

of the N.S.S. for this year bo £100, to 0

augmented, or diminished each year by vote

ference.” ComOitte? w
By this resolution it was tho desire of the )0intc“ r

carry out the object, for which it had been™l”

the congress of delegates, in the most satisfactory t0

both as to terms and amount, le@¥iRg the *5°

yearly in future as circumstances might dicta m~jn "%
It is to be hoped that what has been do pRat »

with tho approval of the Secular party, 'u®, pi-oF’E’tly

members will subscribe tho required amoun e« -rfyT, >

as possible.

, IS A
G. j™naviS) ™ csi

Subscriptions Received :
Per Miss Vance: S. Hollies, 5s.;

Per Charles Watts : Z. /., 5s.
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DEATH OF PROFESSOR HUXLEY.

7? June 29 Europe lost one of her most distinguished
scientists, and Freethought one of the ablest advocates, of
UP° century. Born May 4, 1825, Thomas Henry Huxley's
early education was carried on at home and in his father’s
$pOol at Ealing.' In 1842 he entered the medical school
al Sharing Cross, passed with honors in anatomy and
Physiology, and, after some medical experience among the
London poor, became M.R.C.S., and in '46 joined the
Uftdical Naval Service. From Haslar Hospital he was
elected to accompany Captain Owen Stanley on a survey-
's voyage in the Southern Seas. He investigated the
auna of those regions with avidity, sent home papers to
le Royal and Linnean Societies, by which he acquired
ePutation, so that soon after his return home in 1854 he
.?c°ceded Edward Forbes in the chair of Natural History at
10 School of Mines. He enriched zoology with many
emoirs, and joined Tyndall in studying glaciers in
ilAirland. He was foremost among the men who stood
cside Darwin; and, next to Darwin himself, to Huxley
, ust be ascribed the honor of popularising the doctrine of
dmm T» lgra lin /1 1 r\Armlor Inofn»Qa An “ TV,a
fiation of Man to the Lower Animals,” and afterwards, in
r ? Evidence as to Man’s Place in Nature (1863), showed the
| 'f 10n of man to the higher apes. This was ten years
v tor®the publication of Darwin’s Descent of Man. In this
th was elected Professor of Comparative Anatomy to
e Loyal College of Surgeons, and held that office for seven
b,jrs- He became president of the Geological and the
t] “""logical Societies in 1869 and 1870, and presided over
~meeting of the British Association held at Liverpool in
e In this year he also became member of the first
‘vl ®i°n School Board, and was chairman of the committee
SNl arranged the scheme of education adopted in the

arpH while Huxley was contributing, by magazine
\ifIC ]’ Jay sermons, and addresses, to the spread of science
PulT i Ihe light of evolution. These were afterwards
(r m. bed—the Lay Sermons, Addresses, and Reviews in 1870,
"mas W& ani™Addresses in 1873. In '76 and '77 Mr. Huxley
J.U'opagating his views on science and evolution

The American Addresses were published in 1879.

Ld8-hook ¢y Hume, contributed to Morley's “ Men of
ﬁeters series, is a model of clear exposition, and he puts
h pa,'Kuinent against miracles in his own incisive way.
com i *JS works was seeing through the press a
The *?t® edition of his nog-technicaj essays in nine volumes.
Of j ®Says Upon Some Controverted Questions contain some
th-18 lu°st important anti-theological writings, such as
Tlie°i 011 “ Gladstone and Genesis,” “The Evolution of
to me°gy¥ “ Science and Morality,” “ Science and Witness
i) Miraculous,” and “ The Keepers of the Herd of

Itu'Vlis anthropological study on The Evolution of Theology
Re f ~shows he had bottomed the pretensions of religionists,
the th° genesis of their god in ghost belief, and tract's
?nd riany traits of similarity between the religious beliefs
bih-i) « ervances of the early Jews and those of the savage
rei. "hints of the Tonga Islands. With the critical
a'd\vi Biblical scholars like Kuenen, Kalisch, Reuss,
at ], 'dlhausen he was perfectly familiar. He was equally
LlenTpU 011 the ground of New Testament criticism, and
1 ¢ Gladstone, the Bishop of Carlisle, and Prebendary
found their His keen
of the weak places in their armor was shown by

Hj 8 them to the story of the Gadarene swine.

Niat'ltter °n the “ Corybantic Christianity” of the
‘0oth’ °n J r'iy was enlarged into an incisive criticism on
Ule titT sch°me of dealing with “ Darkest England,” under
Th 6 Social Diseases and Worse Remedies.
that ultthout his career Professor Huxley made it clear
WCgtiinN0 trend of his teaching was in opposition to the
'"Theiul i tHe theologians. In the autobiographical sketch
UGs =lib,.10 his collected essays he thus sums up his life's
'U],j i _he last thing that it would be proper for me to do
(t(l (& .7 to speak of the work of my lire, or to say at the
L. 1068y whether | think -1- have earned my wages or
volP« i 1l are sa',l to be partlaldjudges of themselves—
«mrib, ien niay be I doubt if old men are. Life seems
t'-y set fireshortened as they look back ; and the mountain
ji'Ur Of .beinselves to climb in youth turns out to be a mere
>1th .[{"Pleasurably higher ranges, when, with failing
iejects’ 1 j reach tne top. But if | may speak of the
Ran tl,JUIve had, more or less, definitely in view, since |
[irtPote t)Usce O my hillock, they are briefly these : To
u‘®> aPn]L ?-Increasc °f natural knowledge, and to forward
\/I Prohlatlou oi scientific methods of investigation to all
\vpn'i hfo to the best of my ability, in the con-
(,P uIvIIIch has grown with my growth and strengthened
4ii i "hijlL y~ngth, that there is no alleviation for the
g P the ("an except veracity of thought and of action,
'Petit r'ii>olute facing of the world as it is, when tin
"t make-belief, by which pious hands have hidden
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its uglier feature, is stripped off. It is with this intent
that | have subordinated any reasonable or unreasonable
ambition for scientific fame which I may have permitted
myself to entertain to other ends ; to the popularisation of
science; to the development and organisation of scientific
education ; to the endless series of battles and skirmishes
over evolution ; and to untiring opposition to that ecclesi-
astical spirit, that clericalism, which in England, and every-
where else, and to whatever denomination it may belong, is
the deadly enemy of science.”

This testimony is true. Huxley was a valiant teacher,
thinker, and fighter for Freethought. Knowing the forces
on the side of superstition, he armed himself with every
weapon of learning and of skill in controversy to meet and
master the obscurantists on their own ground. He was one
of the few- men who combined high scientific attainments
with equal literary gifts. His work was many-sided, and
his power of lucid exposition unrivalled. His writings are
clear, elegant, and trenchant, and take rank with our best
literature. He was the protagonist of evolution. In
promoting higher education, in popularising science, in
spreading Freethought and combatting superstition, his
influence has been deep and wide, and his loss is one that
will not easily be supplied.

Huxley called himself an Agnostic. He found it was an
unpardonable sin to presume to go about unlabelled. *“1
could find,” he says, “ no label to suit me; so, in my desire
to range myself and be respectable, | invented one; and, as
the chief thing | was sure of was that | did not know a great
many things that the ’ists and the 'ites about me professed
to be familiar with, I called myself an Agnostic.” Of the
position indicated by the term, as clear an account as any is
that given by Huxley at the close of his famous essay, “ On
the Physical Basis of Life ” :

“ If a man asks me what the politics of the inhabitants of
the moon are, and | reply that | do not know ; that neither
I, nor anyone else, have any means of knowing ; and that,
under these circumstances, | decline to trouble myself about
the subject at all, I do not think he has any right to call me
a sceptic. On the contrary, in replying thus, | conceive that
I am simply honest and truthful, and show a proper regard
for the economy of time........... Why trouble ourselves about
matters of which, however important they may be, we do
know nothing, and can know nothing 1 We live in a world
which is full of misery and ignorance, and the plain duty of
each and all of us is to try to make the little corner he can
influence somewhat less miserable and somewhat less igno-
rant than it was before he entered it.”

This is Secularism, and plain common sense. Huxley
lived a good secular life, one of tireless activity in the
service of truth and justice, without fear and without re-
proach. Our reverent tribute of admiration must be laid on
his grave.

FREETHOUGHT PHILANTHROPY.

Among the many large bequests by rich men which have
distinguished the present century, the gifts of Freethinkers
have figured conspicuously. The founder of Girard College,
in addition to the 66,000,000 required for the establishment
of that college, gave during his lifetime and at his death
$30,000 to the Pennsylvania Hospital, $20,000 to the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum, $10,000 to the Orphan Asylum, $10,000
to the Lancaster (Schools, $10,000 to provide fuel for the
Philadelphia poor, $10,000 to aid distressed sea captains,
$20,000 to relieve poor Masons, $50,000 for city improvements
in Philadelphia, and $300,000 for canals in the State. When,
in 1811, the Government needed help, Girard at once ad-
vanced $5,000,000; and when, in 1793 and 1797, Philadelphia
was afflicted with the yellow fever, and but twelve persons
could be induced to nurse the sick and bury the dead,
Stephen Girard, the Freethinker, was one of these.

James Smithson left $500,000 to found the Institution
named after him at Washington. Peter Brigham gave
$3,000,000 to establish hospitals in Boston. John Redmon
gave $400,000 to support free beds in the Boston hospitals.

James Lick gave $1,000,000 to found an astronomical
observatory. William McClure gave $500,000 to aid the
working men of Indiana. A. T. Tilley gave $30,000 to build
a school at Northampton, Mass., for the scientific training
of women without theology.

In Glasgow, Scotland, the Mitchell Library was estab-
lished at a cost of £70,000 by a Freethinker; and in the
same city Mr. George Baillie left £18,000 to establish un-
sectarian schools” reading-rooms, etc.

Many other similar acts could bo named, one of them
being a bequest of $50,000 by the late Mr. Butland to the
Toronto General Hospital. J. S. Ellis.

Scepticism is the highest of duties, and blind faith the
one unpardonable sin.—Huxley.
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THE FIRST THEOLOGIAN.

Once, in the times of the cavemen, thousands of years ago,

Calme there a storm which blustered over the land, laying
ow

Forests which grew on the hillsides
rain.

Thunder, and lightning ; and strewing beasts, stricken dead,
o'er the plain.

; bringing with it the

Gathered a group of the tribesmen, awe-struck, appalled at
the sight;

Huddlea they close at the cave-mouth doubting that morn-
ing light

Would never again follow darkness—scared, now and then,
with the flash,

Bright and speeding, of lightning, followed by thunder crash.

Crouched they in fear and in trembling, fearfully watching
the play

Fitfully made by the lightning ; anxiously longing for day ;

Dreading the crash of the thunder; hearing the pitiless
rain

Lash on their shelter of limestone—entering time and again.

Huddled they closer together, shivering, wakeful, afraid;

Hear&ng the shriek of the storm-fiend as he passed by on his
raid ;

Eyes staring open in terror under their long-matted hair—

Mo;’]e _Iikle_to beasts than to mankind, crouching in dread in
their lair.

Slow spread the dawn .in the eastward, merging the black
intogrey;

Lulling, the gale fell to sighing.
day.

ThefnI _catr1ne to one of the tribesmen speech with the coming
of light;

Passed from each one of the tribesmen fear with the passing
of night.

This was the promise of

Peered they abroad from their cave-mouth into the dusk of
the dawn ;

Saw, in the soft breezes waving, each blade of grass with its
awn;

Saw the destruction the forest had suffered throughout the
night;

Saw a lightning-seared mammoth prono in the spectral
light.

Then rose the voice of the speaker: “ When by myself, |
have thought

That there were spirits whose pleasure came from the pain
by them wrought.

But now | know there are spirits, strong with a strength
beyond man,

And our day’s journey is merely to them nothing more than
a span.

“We've heard their voice in the thunder, we’'ve seen their
rage in the wind, m

Tearing the trees up, and leaving nothing but wreckage
behind ;

We've seen the flash from their fire-stick streaking the
blackness of night;

We've seen the death of the mammoth, quick, in the midst
of his flight.

“ Thus they bring hurt and wreak vengeance ; they may bring
death on us, too,
Quick as was brought on the mammoth lying out there in
our view.”
Listened the_tribesmen in silence; listened intently till he
Sptg)ke of their end by the spirits, and of the pain that might
e.

Startled, they looked at each other; then they began to
discuss :

“ What if the death which he speaks of should be the death
brought on us 1

We must do something or other.
truth,

For we have seen that the spirits kill and destroy without

ruth.”

What he has said is the

Once more the voice of the speaker took up the thread of his

speech:
“ Let us take glfts trom the hunting ;

the beach.
Let us lay them on a boulder close to the edge of the wood,

And when the wild spirits see them they may do works for
our good.”

fish found by us on
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“ Yea, that is wise,” said the tribesmen. “ He counsels wisely

and we

Straightway shall make to the spirits gifts, and the spirits
will see

That we give honor and fear them, and they will leave us at
peace.”

Such were the words of the cavemen. So came the gospel

of peace.
The Gaberlunzie.

THE HOLY LAND AND THE HOLY BOOK.

The editor of a religious paper recently offered a prize for
short paper on the above subject, designed to cO?v 0
information to the young. | wrote the following, but ha
not as yet received the prize : “ The so-called Holy Land
of about the size and fertility of Wales. The phraj
‘from Dan to Beersheba,’” has been used so often tn
people have, without thinking, supposed them to be as i
apart as Cape Horn and Behring Straits, whereas they a
nearer than from London to Liverpool. Jerusalem the g°©, 0
is a one-horse town, noted for spurious relics and fleas. *
whole plateau on which it is built could never have acc*
modated fifty thousand inhabitants. Solomon’s temple "I
a shanty ninety feet by thirty, and, before this was pnt i
for Jehovah, he used to live in a tent. v
“The so-called Holy Bible consists of sixty-six books "
various authors. Whom they were written by, or whent
were written, nobody certainly knows. As they have cO ~
down through many hands, they have probably been ©
touched up en route. Some were certainly not written
the persons to whom they were ascribed. Thus Deuteron
contains an account of the funeral of Moses, and the 1s',rC
of David refer to the captivity of Babylon. They
interesting records of Semitic legend, folk-lore, and tradi j
and contain some fine poetry, as in Job, Isaiah, and s0l,jodd
the Psalms. But they contain numerous contradict  f
indecencies, absurdities, and atrocities, and the CA jy
historical books bear the stamp of barbarism. ji
undiscriminating ignorance or interested priestcraft c
attribute such a mixture to an all-wise God.” eebs('ﬁ

Christian Evidences.

Christian evidences are not such as would be reqm®© Of
ordinary matters requiring proof. Christian eviden 410
its past history consist of the fables handed down ~
“ Christian fathers.” Those fathers, from Paul down, 0
the ground that a lie in the interest of the Church w=ftr0

good thing. The Christian evidences of the fulll (e
reduced to one item—faith. And those that relate
present are two in number. The unanswerable evidei™ ny

what are called the truths of Christianity are that sOpj]jleS
great people have believed them, and that so many, urr
are printed ! These two facts startle and appal t j.gfc
believer with their tremendous force. Argument b
such evidences as these has but little weight. The © .j ji;ls
the Bible has fewer readers than any book in the w° ~gjjjle
no weight. Even in Christian families, reading tn  ces.
and taking salts are intimately associated rgPU,;ble to
You can find ten thousand people who believe the *
one that has read it. What the minister reads y -"ia©

it is considered sufficient for the average

the “general beliof” proof is

umvorsal belief in a flat earth.
of his most learned people, believed the earth jjstuib
stationary. But that didn't affect the rotundity °r lier»
the revolutions of the globe. Neither does the K “Ylk
belief in the stories of Jonah and Christ make tI* of
nor the millions of Bibles printed establish the
that book to divinity, or even to decency.—lroncta

God himself, with

Obituary. Otbef

It is with regret that | announco the death ©.‘ “rth-
friend and supporter of the Secular movement in sa ,ftat
The interment of Mrs. Fletcher, of Failsworth, tooK L  the
the Unitarian Chapel on Wednesday, June 20- <0 \fs
kind permission of their minister the Secular ber , jJtci"
read by Mr. Pegg, of Manchester, in the chapel,a venty"
wards at the graveside. Mrs. Fletcher, who 'vil” 0f 1,
four years of age, was one of the oldest support®d ,e h‘=
Failsworth Secular Sunday School, and, although ~ifl h

not taken an active part for some time, her nU®,«
greatly felt. The funeral was attended by a la*b th
of teachers and friends from the Secular sclioo (io=

most sincere sympathy is felt by all who knew he
who aro related to her—E. Howard.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Re HADRIAN'S LETTER.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

A —In his interesting article on “ Our Sun-God” Mr.
Aheeler refers to' the famous letter of the Emperor Hadrian
0 Servianus. In that letter, which, be it noted, is only
Preserved to us at second-hand, Hadrian is represented as
H P* that “the (Egyptian) worshippers of Serapis are
aled Christians,” and that “those consecrated to the
frvico of Serapis call themselves bishops of Christ.” But
r?e? uot Mr. Wheeler think that there is some mistake here 1
Tjdrian’s letter may be dated about a.a. 134. Now Dr.
,arr Mitchell, in his (learned monograph on “ xpr/crros,” has
shown that in the so-called “ Christian ” epitaphs there is no
Ustance earlier than the third century wherein the name-
,°rd is not written “ Chrestos” or else “ Chreistos” (same
Pronunciation, emphasising the long €). And in Antigua
uaier Professor Johnson—who, on the publication of this
ook, found Freethinkers more in accord with him than when
he put out The Rise of Christendom—says that for the first
'f r centuries it was the common practice of the Christians
0 7vite *J10 name °f their Master “ Chrest” or “ Chreist.”

Tithe whole, then, it seems pretty certain that not earlier
Wpan the third century did the term “ Christian” come into

if this be true, Hadrian could hardly have written as

xpio-Tos is the proper Greek equivalent of the
< brew word which we write “ Messiah,” and which means
a”ouited.” From the first, Greek-speaking Jews would, as
co ij i °fcourse, use this as their equivalent. But Hadrian
p hardly have been referring to Greek-speaking Jews
B e wr°fe °f the Egyptian worshippers of Serapis.
th Ses’ Chrestos was a title borne by Osiris ; and, therefore,
» Probability is that the (Osirian) worshippers of Serapis
of tIC themselves “ Chrestoi” =the “ good folks,” or followers
'njp tJood One. We cannot say which word Hadrian used
he*118r,roinal letter ; but it seems to me very unlikely that
"Chrnt/6 N"yPtiun worshippers of Serapis' as

’

in?°Wever, J am sadly sensible of tho fact that my

O.:;rrmati®°n is too meagre for my opinion to be of any value,

realMe therefore, Mr. Wheeler will kindly favor his studious
tiers with his views on this important point.

Andrew Liddle.
old ft'n. the Greek conquorors of Egypt assimilated the
wot V?h'ian faith with the Greek worship of Hades in the
Whi~P °t Serapis as Lord of the Underworld (the sun-spirit
thej > Presiding over the destinies of the dead, assured
his r. resurrection, similar to his own), Chrestos became
feunl e, as equivalent to the Egyptian nofri, or “ excellent,”
life &4n Egyptian tombs with the crux ansata or sign of
Wa' Among Egyptians of the post-Ptolemaic period Chrestoi
of efdurvalent to “ the good, tno justified.” Thus the monks
so @®raPis were Chrestoi, and Hadrian may originally have
Alex riNien it. But, as one-third of the inhabitants of
¢ N ri* were Jews, it is likely that the play on words,
the'<, Mentified the worshippers of the “ anointed” with
Koin 8°0d,” is earlier. Philo shows the eclecticism which was
(I(Scp. O)n a century before Hadrian. The Therapeuts he

i'Am-fi , were like the monks of Serapis, and they are
Play lJQa ky Eusebius with the Christians. We find this
<@rt°n words in Romans xvi. 18, 1 Peter ii. 3, in Justin

date(f r{ dement of Alexandria, and Tertullian ; all usually
Aur;,,.. before the fourth century. The Iatter says (Ad
ratls a*! faulty pronunciation you call us Chres-
R ty' ' 111so utter the sense of pleasantness and goodness.”
old, natural that tomb inscriptions should retain this
tended j* 'norogeneral form. Nodoubt the double meaning
mecRi,. 1*° PoEluIar_ise the Christian name and to modify
"‘at  (:lcter of the faith. The letter of Hadrian indicates
*gteri(. I®second century Christianity was allied to, or had
>1ggesf,, /,y disengaged itself from, the Egyptian faith, and
» tnat it datﬁs rather from Alexandria than from

usalem.—j.

THE POPULATION QUESTION.

8jt,
r;Rr’'to"! an UAcid Drop,” in your issue of June 3, you
r>f? in as “ never having read Maithus, or
ti°re DrrvPui e °f understanding him.” | believe there is a
ttuPcemn i e explanation of the Doctor's present pro-
Ciuf} as t° tho absurdity of Malthus’' prediction. In

hp i’ arySti f1 World of November 9, 1893, there was a
“Ti"Ug “ a a deRveranco By Dr. Horton, under the
- A oA Siraight TRIK," iR Whiéh 00 ol lPWinB CRRWAS :
vt>bcin;°n boldly dealt with the population question,
dnh lrriili,,k,as gross selfishness tho bringing into the world

ain'bg chil )  tboso who cannot maintain them, and intro-
N spirit/ién  disease and dirt, and, still worse, to moral
Ual ruin. He showed how the] increase of the
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colliery population had greatly increased the struggle for
existence in the coal trade.” The Christian World further
added : “ The lecture appears at length in the Christian
World Pulpit of yesterday.”

Dr. Horton is a patron of the Christian Evidence Society,
and Secularists, who have been so wearily enlivened for the
past twenty years or so by the classic and impartial diatribes
delivered by the lecturers of the atove society against the
Malthusian theory in general, and The Elements of Social
Science in particular, have in some instances retorted with
the foregoing extract from the Christian World; the result
being that the cyclopedic' erudition of the C.E.S. lecturers
has been perturbed thereby. Now, it is quite possible that
the_rev. gentleman’s attention may have been drawn to the
indiscretion wherein he had given truth place before
Christianity ; hence the absurdity of Malthus’s prediction.

A. Lewis.

THE DISPERSION OF THE JEWS.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In the veracious Acts of the Apostles we read (ii. 5)
that “ there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men
out of every nation under heaven.” Now, | used to be told
that the Jews were dispersed for rejecting Christ. But
it appears from this passage that they were already among
every nation. Is this asign of the late date of the Acts of
the Apostles ? Galio.

That StutteringlSergeant.

“In our company during the civil war,” said Captain T.
E. Barlow, of Milwaukee, “ was a stuttering sergeant named
Thomas, and a chaplain named Chenautt, who was exceed-
ingly untidy in personal appearance. The sergeant was a
wit, and gave the chaplain no end of trouble. One cold day
the parson had preached for over an hour, and at the close
of his discourse asked anyone who felt serious to come
forward. The sergeant went at once. ‘Do you really feel
serious ? asked the chaplain, rather doubtful of his convert.
‘ Se-se-serious ! | sh-sh-should say I—I di-did. Any m-man
w-would feel s-se-serious to s-s sit on a c-ca-cake of ice t-t-
two hours and h-he-hear y-you p-preach,” was the reply.
On another occasion at mess the sergeant began to eat
before the chaplain had asked the accustomed blessing.
Extending his hands over the table, the chaplain said,
‘ Pause, sergeant, pause.” ‘Y-yes, | s-s see 'em. D-d-d-
d---—--d dirty ones, too." "—Ambrose Bierce, “ Dod GrileP

PROFANE JOKES.

“The Rev. Mr. Oldbuck is a sort of reminiscent sinner.”
“How soV “ He revels in the recollection of what a devil
of a fellow he was in his youth.”

Michael—* What is the matter with Dr. Thirdly 1l He
looks as though he were panic-stricken.” Gabriel—* He is,
poor soul. He has just met Dr. Speakpeaee, whom he knew
on earth as a Unitarian, and no one can convince him now
that hois not in the infernal regions.”

In a Sunday-school the teacher had been explaining the
text, “ Let your loins bo girded.” Wishing to see if they
understood the explanation, he said to a boy : “ Well, tell
me now how and why we are commanded to gird up our
loins T “To keep up our breeches, sir,” replied the youth.

A boy was reading from an old-fashioned primer, the
letter “ s” of which was made long, very much like the
letter “f” of the present time. He came to the sentence
about Solomon, which he read as follows : “ Solomon was
the wifest man that ever lived.” *“ True, my boy, true,”
said his father, who was listening. “ He had a thousand
of 'em.”

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker and
try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more),
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which aro
of a convenient size for tho purpose. Mr. Forder will
send them on application.

(5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around street-

comer preachers.
(6) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in tho window.

and circulate it among your
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.’]

LONDON.

Mitton Hall (Hawley-orescent, 89 Kentish Town-road) :
J. P. Gilmour will lecture.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.45,
social gathering for N.S.S. members and friends. Tuesday, at 9, dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30,
Annie Besant, “ Individual and National Ideals.”

West London Branch (“Sun in Splendor,”
Notting Hill Gate) : Monday, at 8.30, general meeting.

7.30,

Portobello-road,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, A. Guest, “Bible Tragedy and
Comedy.”

Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, St. John, “ Has Man a Soul?”

Camberwell Green : Tuesday, at 8, a lecture.

Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, W. Heaford, “Why we do Not Believe
in Christianity.”

Deptford Broadway :
Teachings.”

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. James, “ The Philosophy of
Atheism.”

Finsburt Park (near the band-stand): 11.16, G. Standring, “ What
is the Old Testament ?” 3.15, F. Haslam, “ The Fall of Man.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, Stanley Jones, “ Chris-
tianity Critically Examined.” Thursday, at 8.30, F. Haalam, “The
Exodus from Egypt.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Civilisation
and Christianity”; 3.30, “ The Social Aspects of Christianity.” Wednes-
day, at 8, St. John will lecture.

Istington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, a lecture.

Kitburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, F. Haslam, “ Modern Science
and Revelation.”

Kingstland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, a lecture.

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, E. Pack will lecture.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ My Imprisonment for
Blasphemy.”

Oi1d Pimlico Pier : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Fall of the Bastille.”

Regent's Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3, W. Heaford, “ Christ and
His Teachings.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, 3.15, and 7, 0. Cohen,
“ Christianity: its Rise, Influence, and Decay.”

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill): 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ Can
these Dry Bones Live ?” 7, “ Inspiration.” Course of lectures by C. Cohen :
Monday, at 8, “ What Think ye of Christ?” Tuesday, “ Christianity : Is
it True?” Wednesday, “ Christianity: Its Rise.” Thursday, “ Chris-
tianity: Its Progress.” Friday, “ Christianity : Its Decline.” Saturday,
7.15, addresses by Messrs. Forder, Moss, Rowney, Easton, James, Lewis,
Thompson, and Miss Vance.

6.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Christ and His

COUNTRY.

Derby (Pollitt’s Dining Room, Market-place): 7.45, general meeting.

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, L. Small, B.Sc,
“ The Antiquity of Man according to Science.” Arrangements for
excursion to Chester on July 14, after lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, C.
Pegg, Humorous Reading.

NKwcastle-on-TYNE (Amphitheatre, Northumberland-road) : 11,
S. P. Putnam, “ The Bible and Modern Thought”; 3, “ Christ and the
Nineteenth Century ”; 7, “ Secularism and Christianity.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
Excursion to Tuxford ; meet at Victoria Station at 1.20; train leaves at
1.37. Tickets to be had of the Secretary.

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street) : 6.30, important meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Bradford (Market-place, Godwin-street): 6.30, J. Greevz Fisher,
“ Has Man a Soul ?”

Bristol (Eastville Park, lower end): 7,J. Keast, “ To Live Christ
over Again.”

Chatham (comer of the New Brompton-road, High-street) : 11.15,
A. B. Mois, “ Ancient Saints and Modern Sinners”; 7, “ Antidotes to
Superstition.”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—July 7, Victoria
Park ; 8 to 12, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—July 7,
m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 14, m. Kingsland, e. Edmonton ;
21, m. Camberwell, a. Victoria Park. e. Camberwell: 24, Hyde Park ; 2o,
Hammersmith ; 28, m. and e. Wood Green.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, E.—Julg 7
Chatham. ! !

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—July 17, m. Kingsland.

rnO FREETHINKERS.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring

SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.

“THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Monthly, Price Id.
Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Wholosalo, Mr. Forder.

Read

Of all Nowsagonts to ordor.
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CHARLES WATTS'S WORKS.

THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPARED
WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d.

SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON, AND
IS IT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE WANTS OF MANKIND =
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (Halifax, N.S-) ajb
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake an
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardene m
Is., by post Is. 2d.

A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT'S
INFIDELS.” Gd, by post 7d.

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d.

CHRISTIANITY: ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, AND
FLUENCE. 4d., by post 5d.

WAS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RE-
FORMER? 4d., by post 5d.

AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIAN THEISM : WHICH
IS THE MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.

THE NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL; OR,
BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d., by post 4d.

SECULARISM: DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE-
3d., by post 4d.

HAPPINESS
3d., by post 4d.

THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SUNDAY
A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.

BIBLE MORALITY: Its Teachings Shown to he Contra'
dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3£d.

SAINTS AND SINNERS : WHICH ? 3d., by post 4d.

EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d., by P°st
4d.

IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE 1 Replyt0
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILISATION. VVI"IyChristianity
is Still Professed. 3d., by post 4d. s

WHY DO RIGHT? A Secularist’'s Answer. 3d., by post 4d.

THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter to
the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post 24d.

EDUCATION: TRUE AND FALSE. 2d., by post 2id.

SECULARISM: ITS RELATION TO THE SOCIA
PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 2Jd. "

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD; OR, QUESTIONS F°t
THEISTS. 2d., by post 2Jd.

THE BIBLE UP TO DATE. 2d., by post 2Id.
Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E-C-

“TACTICS OF

IN-

IN HELL AND MISERY IN HEAVEN-

Freethought Publications.

Crimes of Christianity. Vvol. 1. By G- W. Foote

-J. M. Wheeler. Hundrods of oxact roforencos to
Authorities. No pains spared to make it a completo,
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity. i0
Chapters:— 1, Christ to Constantino; 2, Constantl ,g.
Hypatia; 3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious i-1 .jon
6, Rise of tho Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes; 8, Perfc.
of tho Jews ; 9, Tho Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 216 pp., 2s. b’ =
The Jewish Life of Christ. Being tho Sepher Toldoth
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an Historical ¢
and Voluminous Notes by C. W. Foote and J. M. y'Y
Paper covers, 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth,

Bible Studies.

uSt-

or_

g

Essays on Phallic Worship and other C ~rior
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. lllustrated, s I
paper, 2s. Gd. and

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All ASGE8loih
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomoly bound >
7s. 6d.

Darwin Made Easy.
London Univorsity.
Darwinism oxtant.

of the
Bv Dr. Edward B. Avoling, Fellow” Of
This is tho host popular expos
Cloth, Is. [Atho>st
Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman 't)corgo
Brother of tho lato CardinalNewman). With a Preface °A,]100lcr-
Jacob Holyoako, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M-
obristia»s’

|s- 6¢ . n
Bll?leeﬂandbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring yv, nap°r
Edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete-" in

covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfino papor,

cloth, 2s.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C-

Prico Twoponco,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bih e*

By J. M. WHEELER. b,0

A Demonstration of tho Biblical Doctrino of Devils, suit
for circulation among Christians.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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64 pp. price 3d., by post 4d. ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

THE HOME CONSULTATIONS—io a.m. to i p.m., ios. 61
6p.m. to 8p.m., js. Patients Visited.

-
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-

tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and

Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,
The Itch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the

WITH A Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

full and true account Tumours, etc.

OF MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2d,
Contains Articles® on No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
' T H E L E E D S O R G | E S ” suspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
- Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. _On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Edited, with Introduction, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Winter Cough, Chilblains* Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

RY Mercury.
G. W. FOOTE. MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
Milk as Food,“the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
. Poisoning, Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and
LOI']dOﬂ - R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. other Ar?icles. Also gure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back,gPedicuIi or
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ-

enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

Lionel I nge rsoll’s G reat Lectu re MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing

Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,

Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s, 9d., post free.
| H E H O L Y B I B L E HYGIENIC MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to
Drug Takers.
RHEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. Post free for7d.

; H DIET AND DIGESTION. Post free for 7d.
Price SIXpence. CONSUMPTION : ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.

All these Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

: THREE PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.
JIndon : R. border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. A BOOK FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

All communications to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,

Works py Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. 4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.
it? N stakes OF Moses. God and the State. 2d.
fOmplete edition in WHY am | an Agnostic 1 TH E BEST BOOK
-d rBﬂrﬂlt)gJJalE Noteng)  Part ] 2d
Stined ™ BW & novel. }gz(%). Why am | an Agnostic 1 ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM 1S, | BELIEVE,
. . Part 1l. 2d. TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
Mg H,'f Freethougiit. p i 219 Fact. Reply to
yo BT e tne Tral © 5 ity o PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
Y 188%emy. a od AND Man. Second reply By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S,, M.N.S.S.
o) Cd. to Dr. F_|eld. 2d. 160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
i»itg ~ Glads The Dying Creed. 2d. Price It., post free.
It raPhy b /Y °n EWbedler The Limits of Toleration. %* In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the

é D(;SCL;SSi%nGWithStT V"\;O”'df' :j) nost important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
A Reply 2dou ert and Gov. 5. L. Woodtord. it gne penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
ad . i dozen post free.

H G ainst Crim'inms. TfE Household OF Faith- The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’
jamphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
s °N W ; t ity .o2d. Mai thusian theory and practice . . and throughout appeals to moral
" alt Whitman. bs taB?a%Héﬁ"e'jy 2(2 ‘eeling. . .. The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
Th IoF d ¢ Malthnsian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
VoltaiRE. 3d. Se ez'(;gy an emmon  ation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
) a2 >ense. 20 teed for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
Y ARjrpE LleEﬁR.C'%gd Salvation. 2d. can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
t'wisk s8Lebt to Thomas Marriage and Divorce. An lowest possible prices.”
o>T D°* A Agnostic’s View. 2d. The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. AUbntt, and
, and Jesus Skulls. 2d others have also spoken of it in very high terms.
M\an The Great Mistake. Id. The Trade supplied by R. Fordbr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
. K Other orders should be sent to the author.
2d. Live Tories. Id.
Low PHILANTHROPISTS, Myth and Miracle. Id. J R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS,
isg ' Real Blasphemy. Id.
DKEMER. 2d. R epairing the ldols. Id.
wolf A 8m? 2d. C.hrist.and.Miracles....1ld. ! “ 1 ! 1 ”
‘ °k Suicide. 2d. Creeds ftSpirituality. Id. W. J. Rendells Wlfes Frlend
o . Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
N =
hdon : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, EC. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15
Chadwell-street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.
rice Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free, IMPORTANT CAUTION.
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
ran d O I d bOOk tile words “ Rendell & Co.” and “ J. W. Rendall ” being speciously and
m plausibly introduced to deceive the public.
N Look Aut h Registered Trade Mark
IIli>LY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN. ook eor Autograph Fegistered 1 rade Mar
G. W. FOOTE.
x
. Answer to the Riglit lion. W. E. Cj-ladstones No. 182,688.
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.
mV in Red I nk on each Box, without which None are Genuine.
Mi, h ~~ roface—Preliminary View—Tlie Creation Story—The lligginson's Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. Od.,
®I>8alms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of and 6s. Cd. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.
°ne and Huxley—Modern Scepticism. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

~°n: B. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-strcet,"E.O. W.J RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.
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TROUSERS
TO Measure.

ALL WOOL.
LATEST PATTERNS.
PERFECT FIT.

PPJCES.

Trousers to Measure 9s. per pair.

Three Pairs Trousers to Measure for 25s. GL

Six Pairs Trousers to measure for 48s.
One Trousers’ Length for 5s. Gh
Three Trousers’ Lengths for 15s.

Six Trousers’ Lengths for 27s.

J W GO

Nine Hours at the Sea-side for 3s.

ANNUAL EXCURSION

OF THE
LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION
TO
CLACTON-ON-SEA.
Tickets 3s. Children under 14, Is. 6d.

G.E.R. SPECIAL TRAIN from LIVERPOOL STREET,
On SUNDAY, JULY H, at 8/S am.

Tickets will be available from any station between Liverpool-strcet
and Stratford by local train, meeting special at Stratford at 8.50.
Returning from Clacton-on-Sea at 8 p.m., calling at Ilford, wheie
passengers can proceed to their respective stations by local service.

Tickets may be obtained from R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O. ;
all Branch Secretaries ; at the lectures on Sundays ; and of Miss Annie
Brown, hon. sec., 22 Pembridge-road, Notting Hill Gate, W.

“The Clacton Tea-Table,”

TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-ON-SEA.

Spécialité—Is. Ordinary, 12.30 to 3.
Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished Apartments.
Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier Avenue.
Proprietor, H. Foyster.

COALS! COALS! COALS!

MESSRS. FRANCIS E.WOOD & CO. are supplying good Parlor Coal,
suitable for all purposes, at 16s. Cd. per Ton. Hot Kitchen Coal, 14s.

R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good.”
W. J. Ramsey writes : “lam well satisfied with your Parlor Coal.”

Orders to 206 York-road, King's Cross. Dépots all over London.

OTANTON, tho Peoplo’s Dontist, 335 Strand (opposite
O  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; ou 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
Is.; painlessly gas, 6s.

iA i
800 DRESS LENGTHS

Three

, 2 &4 UNION-STRE

July 7, 18%.

at barely Half Price.

Dress

Lengths for

INCLUDING

TROUSERS.

A, Round Waist over Trousers

B, Round Seat.......cccoeeveeeeeeeriieinnenns

E to D, Insido Leg Seam................
F to G, Full Length of Trousers

H, Round Thigh.......ccceeviinnnnnn.
7, Round Knee..........cccceevvviviniiininnnn.

.7, Round Bottom

Please say Lined or Unlined............

(Lined 6d.

extra.)

Side or Cross Pockets...........cc.........

21s-

TWEEDS, CASHMERES, FIGURES, SERGES,
DIAGONALS, DARK, LIGHT, AND MEDIUM SHADES.

=T, BRADFORD.

802 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. postft

FLOWERS

G.

Luscious Piety

The Jewish Sabbath

God's Day

Professor Stokes,on Im-
mortality

Paul Bert

Converting a Corpse

Bradlaugh’s Ghost

Christ and Brotherhood

The Sons of God

Melchizedek

S'w’elp me God

Infidel Homes

Are Atheists Cruel ?

Are Atheists Wicked ?

Rain Doctors

Pious Puerilities

“ Thus Saith the Lord”

Believe or be Damned

Christian Charity

Religion and Money

Clotted Bosh

Lord Bacon on Atheism

OF

[Second Series]
BY

FREETHOUGHI

W. FOOTE.

Contents:—

Christianity & Slavery

Christ Up to Date

Secularism and Chris-
tianity

Altar and Throne

Martin Luther

The Praise of Folly

A Lost Soul

Happy in Hell

The Act of God

Keir Hardie on Christ

Blessed be ve Poor

Converted Infidels

Mrs. Booth's Ghost

Talmage on the Bible

Mrs. Besant on Death

and After
The Poets and Liberal
Theology
Christianity and Labor
Dueling

An Easter Egg for
Christians

Wag« b W
Did Brad!»0* 0,
slide? friso»

C
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London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter»iStreEt’

Just publishod, prico 4d., by Post 5rn
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By CHARLES WATTS ocMA’
( Vice-President of the National Secular
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