Edited by G. W. FOOTE.]

Vol. XV.— No. 25

MRS. BESANT'S NEW GOD.

months ago, in the pages of the Nineteenth Century,
r- Gladstone wrote an article on the Atonement, with
f o o rc’erence views expressed in Mrs. Besant's Auto-
frePhy.  Mrs. Besant was abroad at tho time, and she
~at reply was impossible. But now that she has
ifﬁI‘rncd to England, and settled (as she thinks) the Judge
c'% , she answers the Grand Old Man in the pages of
Same magazine.

Gladstone is no fool; on the contrary, he is ashrewd
ectician, with a keen eye for an opponent’sweak points-
j~ordingly he touched Mrs. Besant on a very sore spot.
Pointed out that, although her changes had been fre-
she 'and evon startling, she was always cocksure that
b 'Vas r'ght. Recognition that she had been misled
got with it no modesty or diffidence. Every time she
bein™6" S*e ~ad the utmost confidence in her new opinions
“difL™ 6 Panacea for the ills of humanity Mrs. Besant
bed 91 SSes” w/at she is pleased to call Mr. Gladstone’s
" remarking, by the way, that ho has himself been
care  to “vast and numerous changes” in his political
stOn This is true enough, in one sense; but Mr. Glad.
H{u ®cbanges hear little relation to those of Mrs. Besant.
_'nges have been practical, while hers have been
V€. And his changes have all been in one direction,
in Or?/ism to Radicalism ; while her changes have been
Several,8nq sometimes in opposite, directiofis.
of S bcsant does not even discuss the Christian doctrine
Mth (norQont, though she plainly rejects it as connected
of j @ Merely historical event”— thatis, with the Passion
bor O)(JS Glirist. Instead of defending herself—or rather
5o @riticism of the orthodox doctrine of Atonement—
conci .eers to submit to the thoughtful public a new

telpgii>on ,that “ may t0 somo prove suggestive and

irg™

but Ae v, we bavo read what she has to say,
- n°*1 20Ul ~ helpful, though we have found it
', y]%rEL It syggests -to us that Mrs. Besant is bent on
% }5~ “Cosophy for all it is worth, and that in doing so

b'UiityUum8 morc and more towards  advangced” Chris-
here are prophets who declare that Mrs. Besant's
career will bo a parabola, and that she will
t berse”“ Icturn to tho point where she first started.

bRy fQr' °n Predict that she will becomo a Catholic. But
S eriti»Ct Mat tho Catholic Church offers women only
In * and silence.
b~ “ting her conception of atonement to tho
Jtb ra Public,” Mrs. Besant starts out hand in hand
seQffladstane. They agreo for once, and when they
Arites®lr unanimity ‘s wonderful.  This is what the

uj __

n°i bore argue the question of tho Divine

v™oristian’ 'v ‘ence is our world; for Mr. Gladstone as

pPdd , and | as Theosophist, can agreo that our

Y FUoH( u our universe result from the Will and
7 |&t of the Logos, who was and is ‘ God.”’
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Mrs. Besant, then, has a God. When she first put the
case for Theosophy before Freethinkers, whom she now
leaves to their abject destiny, she kept “ God * very much
in the background; in fact, she said she had no personal
deity whatever. We smiled at the time, not because we
thought Mrs. Besant was deceiving, but because we were
struck by her surprising innocence. We felt sure that the
personal deity would soon make his appearance; and here
at length he is, with his attributes ais well as his name

dignified with capital letters. And having accepted the
“ God " of Theism, there is no reason why Mrs. Besant
should not go to the utmost lengths of orthodox Chris-
tianity. Why strain at gnats after swallowing a camel 1
Nothing is hard to believe when you once have faith
enough to accept tho doctrine that the universe wo know,
with all tho life of this world as it stands in the light of
evolution, was planned by a wise and good Creator. Ifwe
believed that God slays people wholesale by earthquakes,
volcanic eruptions, famine, and disease, we should certainly
find it easy enough to believe that he ordered tho massacre
of the Canaanites. Yes, Bishop Butler was right. If you
believe in a God of Nature, you are illogically scrupulous
in rejecting the God of the Bible.

Having mut her “ God” in evidence, Mrs. Besant goes
on to explain how ho began business, at least with respect
to the “ universe,” which she seems to confine within the
bounds of human knowledge.

“ If the world be the work of the Logos, and the law
of the world’s progress in the whole and the parts is
sacrifice, then the Law of Sacrifice must point to some-
thing in the very nature of the Logos ; it must have its
root in the Divine Nature itself. A little further
thought shows us that if there is to be a world, a
universe at all, this can only be by the One Existence
conditioning Itself, and thus making manifestation
possible, and that the very Logos is the Self-limited
God ; limited to become manifest, manifested to bring
a universe into being ; such self-limitation and mani-
festation can only be a supreme act of sacrifice, and
what wonder that on every hand the world should show
its birth-mark, and that the Law of Sacrifice should be
the law of being, the law of the derived lives. Further,
it is an act of sacrifice in order that individuals may
come into existence to share the Divine bliss.”

Mrs. Bosant no doubt thinks she understands this meta-
physical jargon. AVhen sho was an Atheist she laughed it
to scorn, and pointed out that such phrases were unthink-
able, and therefore unmeaning. Now sho gravely asserts
what sho formerly derided. But she does not explain
her assertions. She does not tell us what is the One
Existence—whether it is the one of which (say) a pig or
an idiot is a modo. She does not tell us how the Un-
conditioned could over become Conditioned, or what it
was conditioned by, or how an infinite being could pos-
sibly limit himself, or why he sacrificed himself for what
ho could achieve without any sacrifice. Could it bo a
sacrifice at all to create beings to share his bliss 1 Is not
that tho very height of enjoyment 1 Do parents sacrifice
themselves when they bring children into the world ? Do
they not enrich their own lives by opening up fresh sources
of happiness ? It appears to us that Mrs. Besant's “ God ”
is a thoroughly irrational conception. But all theology is
at bottom irrational, Mrs. Besant's is no exception; it
simply conforms to the universal rule.
G. W. FOOTE.
(To heconcluded.)
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OUR SUN-GOD.*

T he connection of Christianity with ancient sun-worship
was elucidated exactly a century ago by Charles Francois
L)upuis in his great work, entitled Origine de tous les Cultes
(Origin of all Religion). This monument of the erudition
of unbelief, as the work of Dupuis has been termed, is
certainly out of date, so far as finding a universal explana-
tion of religion in solar worship is concerned. Man is,
after all, ever nearest to man. In his own needs, hopes,
and fears, in his dreams and in his immediate surroundings,
may be found the explanation of his faiths. As a time-
measurer, the moon was for a long period yet more
important than the sun, and Bastholm mentions tribes
who worship the moon without worshipping the sun,
though there are few, if any, who worship the sun without
worshipping the moon. Yet must the sun in all parts of
the world have attracted the curiosity and excited the
admiration of early man. With its departure came cold
and darkness, and the dangor which attended darkness ;
with its return light, warmth, activity, and joy. He
observed how nature blossomed with the strength of the
sun and withered at its decline. IlI's conclusion, that the
Lord of the sky controlled the destinies of earth, was a
natural one. The very essence of the old Egyptian faith
was the assimilation of the worshipper to Osiris, and the
belief that, as the sun rose and set and rose again, so man
might live on through tho darkness of the grave.

Max Midler remarks : “ If ethnological researches prove
anything, they prove that Heliolatry, not of course in the
sense of a worship paid to a ball of fire, but as a recognition
of the supernatural character of the sun as the source of
light, warmth, and life, is the most widely-spread form of
early faith, meeting us at the Equator as well as near the
Pole, among the Indians of the West as well as among the
Indians of the East, and therefore not so entirely strange,
as classical scholars imagine, when it greets us again and
again from behind the thin veil of Greek and Roman
mythology.” When it is understood that Daphne is a
name of tho dawn, as Phcebus of the morning sun, the
story of the maiden flying from tho embraces of the god
becomes intelligible.

Can such traces be found in Christianity ? Most
assuredly they can. Tho Gospel miracles are all solar in
character. The supernatural birth, in midwinter, heralded
by a star, the adoration of shepherds and sages, tho wonder-
working of the god, his cruel death and glorious resurrec-
tion, are all features attributed to the sun and vegetation
gods of antiquity. The late Mr. R. A. Proctor, in a paper
n “ The Beginning of Christianity,” in Knowledge (January,
1887), remarked: “ Because the sun brings light it has
been taught that the sun-god causes the blind to see;
because the sun restores winter's dead to life, the sun-god
raises the dead; because the sun restores sickly and
diseased vegetation to health, the sun-god heals tho sick ;
because the sun turns the waters which fall on the earth
into the rich juice of tho vine, the sun-god turns water
into wine ; because the sun causes the seeds which fall on
the earth to bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and even a hundred-
fold, therefore the sun-god feeds the world richly out of
little ; because the sun Kkills feeble vegetation, the sun-god
blasts the barren tree; because the sun r, )s above the
sea-horizon, the sun-god walks upon tho water ; and
because the sun reappears after the darkness of storm, the
sun-god stills tho tempest.”

The principal festivals of the Christian Church are
astronomical and regulated by tho sun and moon. In the
very name ~Sunday we preserve the central object of
worship. Easter celebrates the crossing over the vernal
equinox and tho resurrection of nature from the power of
winter and of death, tho bursting of tho leaf from the
apparently lifeless branch. Whitsuntide represents the
fuller outpouring of the divine spirit in bud and blossom ;
Christmas the reawaking of the new light, the dawn of the
longer day. In the old pictures of Christ with a halo of
glory, surrounded by his twelve apostles, and distributing
the sun-fruits bread and wine, wo are forcibly reminded of
Apollo surrounded by the signs of the zodiac; and in the
orientation of churches we may see another survival of
the solar cult.

* Our Sun-no'l : or, Christianity bifore Christ; by John Pcnlian
Pars3ns. Published by tlio Author, 7 Crawshay-road, London, 8. W.
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| have before now pointed to the important passage in <
letter of the emperor Hadrian, not so often quoted as
questionable testimony of Tacitus, and with much m°
appearance of being genuine, in which the great einpe’ >
having visited Egypt, expressly states that the Christia
were worshippers of Serapis, a development of*tho S ~
god, and that their chief priests were known as bHhops
Christ. The worship of Mithras, another sun-god, waS L
tho same time widely spread, and probably coptribu n{
many items towards the amalgam of Paganism =
Judaism found in Christianity. e

Mr. Parsons, in the little book before me, dwells on t
items. He points to the evidence of tho early Fathe®
who declared that Christianity was no new thing, bu >
St. Augustine said, existed in ancient times. St. Jei
says (in Amos vi. 14): “ In our mysteries we first fen®'Jn()
him that is in the West, who dies to us with our sins; = ~
turning about to the East, we make a covenant wit .
Sun of Righteousness and promise to be his serva ~
Mr. Parsons devotes several chapters to showing tha
ancient Jewish deity, Malachi’'s “ Sun of Righteousnoj”®
was also of solar character. He alludes to his descon »
fire, the symbology of the bull, and the serpent of H&S' s
confirmatory of his theory. His book, while Pel
making somewhat too much of this, contains much nl'
of interest to students of that great eye-opener, comp
tive mythology. J. M. WHEELER-

DID CHRIST WORK MIRACLES?

(Concludedfrom page 378.) o
In endeavoring to ascertain ifthe miracles ascri N
Christ are consistent with his alleged “ divine” cWjTIOugh
it must be remembered that acts performed by or ~ jn
the dictation of an all-wise and good God shoul ore,
harmony with utility, justice, and wisdom. [I'urthc ~
it must be borne in mind that, whatever miraculous *
Christ performed, the power to  perform then™ cff)l
according to St. John, given to him by his father. o™
of my own self do nothing............. I seek not mu' N r
will, but the will of the father who sent mo. wjp "
came down from heaven notto do mine°'vn that
(John v. 30; vi. 38). Thus, if it can be shownOt in
certain miracles which are credited to Christ aic  a0d
accordance with wisdom, utility, or justice, tho pm “et rs
of them was no evidence of supernatural powei- ~ the
see what are the facts of the case according
“ inspired ” records.

It is stated in Mark (v. 2-13) that one man
unclean spirit,” which meant that he was possess?h glilic

had“ @l

host of "devils; but Matthow, in relating n '3
circumstance, states there were two persons e
unfortunate position (viii. 28). Bath statement

upon the authority of “ God’s word,” so it will no jc\Mis

to say which is right. Jesus, we are told, drove t gjloUil
from their human habitation; their departure, " tyoUac™
think, was sufficient to “ play up” with tho s .n to
constitution. Of course there could bo no °pJ° IF1
relieving the man, or men, of the Satanic 1'uj[}gitois
what followed ? Instead of destroying the o ~cdthbe

when they were outside the—man—ernlert 35453 &l1°r _Tich

1 > OTCine. 1 xcO&

% ran vioErLlfﬁ;I fabout two thousand ” swine, & |
choked.” This, 3 " a StceP .P~ce into the seaand ~

pigs, and a reckloQ a ®reat injustice to the °"'nd tspo
credit upon Jesus8” f, ° " ood- This miracleT & fa

B oMIeD Ne SaidLeLGT epitise RIOTSNE e

inci ent

g\éar{]l'é%rplogeglg%ctfon’\g} ?Ic} op?e%TMproportyl\s "o,
1889) example (Nineteenth Century, i e n
Y(ngealr‘FB%tH tl1 ]L?"f'afs Iyi]gttfl’r%\y%%yés Ghrist? (;:Q

3 a'k In thc _morning, returning
city, helhhagéred when, seeing a fig-tree afar 0|Iput ] D

to it, “ if beply he might find anything ﬁ_h_éfﬁ%p ) Igm@*t

he came to it he found nothing but leaves

figs, observes Mark, was not vyet. ehrist tnf]o
wise man, not to mention his being God, he % asce’\
known tho state of tho treo beforo startino ~ 0"

Then Jesus said unto the tree, “ Let no fmi r
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enceforth for ever,” and presently the fig-tree withered
away. js tpjg an inclication of divinity ? If so, cultivated
uuianity is vastly superior. &t Augustine suggests, in
of his sermons, that it would have been better had
" esus, instead of cursing the fig-tree, caused it immediately
q )m>g forth the desired fruit by the word of his mouth,
rtainly it would have given a hungry man more
faction than the sight of a barren tree, besides
nib'ting a greater display of “ divine ” power.
Hie miracle of turning water into wine, as related in
(c- U)> was, to say the least, indiscreet and useless,
ir le(c is the moral lesson to be derived from this miracle ?
aff3 i* tenJed to promote sobriety ? Has it not rather
in? ,eJ a pretence to weak-minded persons for them to
ulge in that which, when immoderately used, “ steals
rcelT bra™ "1 When Christ beheld his friends and
atives drinking freely, it would have been of more
P actieal value to posterity if, instead of providing them
our Were wine for their use, lie had given them a lesson
mot ~ mo(loration or abstinence. Evidently Christ did
.~ .believe with the writer of Proverbs (xx. 1) that
that*6 1ISa mocber-" If be did, he ought to have known
Th ~ Was wronS to provide temptation for his disciples.
whQ°-ar® many members of the “ fallen race” now living
3 m this particular, are superior to Jesus the “ divine.”
Naccount in Matthew (xiv. 15-21) of feeding “ about
thousand men, besides women and children,” with
F@é\ﬁj éoaves and two fishes,” presents some curious
If the event really occurred, one of two things
"er> UUo happened: either the stomachs of the people
the” c°otracted (for we are told they “ were filled”), or
S Provisions were more than stated. To have satisfied
full '=ny Individuals, and then to have “ twelve baskets
ralst Jolt, the weight of the loaves and the size of the fish
cOn «Jlave been extraordinary indeed. There is also to bo
fishes ~le difficulty of dividing five loaves and two
a tasflll’0 sufficient parts, to enable each one to have even
and tj? *° sa7 nothing about all of them being “ filled,”
after f[O° being “ baskets full ” of fragments remaining
siinji « rePast. What a capital thing it would be if a
W pr event could take place to-day; and what a useful
the thfil WoiJ(l liavo been if Christ had told the world how
done. If professed Christians really believe
himin *AJ master said, why do they not try to emulate
12'-14\9fb good works? H6 has told them (John xiv.
shalll ]" U° that believeth on me, the works that | do
ke | a’S ' ancl greater works than these shall lie do ;
go unto my father. And whatsoever ye shall
?_Medn? n\ that will | do, that the fathgr m_ay be
son. If ye shall ask anything in my
»will do it,” The fact is, no true believers can be
to . In this sceptical age, or else they are too indolent
let anything” in Christ's name. If this is not so,
thaa "Vl .appeal to Jesus for power to do “ greater works ”
2ot he ¥ AUl AR} jH €6 we shall learn the result: May it
te-day fllglthfully said to the vast majority of churchgoers
The yo oftittle faith”?
the aurCa’est miracle mentioned in the New Testament
bait resurrection of Christ but aswe have fuIIy

'‘orc Is necessary. To substantlate such

rohaKl
‘W‘) DT gVeHt as he AHEHeH ResUvrsdiioh OF Teiiss, the
a"i&oy'l(® Uc?(l to support it should be exceedingly clear,

TS'Hrlf SBPIclon of fraud or imposture. This is not the
...fronce to the allegation that Christ roso from tho

N 'no it is frequently affirmed in the Gospels that

tt ~he v,;SAn alter lie was crucified, no one directly states
f2* pQJnsch beheld Christ in tho flesh. Moreover, even
ns to whom it is supposed Christ appeared

n"iii, FNM& occasions to recognise him. Matiihew
iaolee s ' states that when he appeared to the eleven in
i theufe of’ them "doubted”jTuke "jayT™xxiv™ 1G)
'Hsclples with whom it is related Christ had

}fﬁl\‘l]% ' '°n did not know their Master; and, according
(XX 15), Mary Magdalene herself failed to

A Wihere did [RriBs oieet his disciplos 2
(xxviii. 1G, 17), by appointment at

tjat It AJiX 1L hlalilec; whereas Luke asserts (xxiv. 3G)
hlghe,rf e dLJe usalem, where tha elevem were gathergd
A~ r,,Wbonce> after he had partaken of fish ahd
w'st thi’ Christ was carried up into heaven. It is true
int f .fPPOsition wc read that “ flesh and blood
thes'l 1-"° kingdom of God ” (1 Corinthians xv. 50).

¢ shght difficulties, wo arc at a loss to know
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who the “ eleven gathered at Jerusalem” were. Thomas,
says St. John, was not present. Judas had hung himself,
and Matthias was not chosen till after the Ascension.

The testimony of St. Paul is anything but satisfactory.
His belief in the Resurrection was based upon faith and
tradition, not upon knowledge and investigation (Galatians
i. 11, 12; 1 Corinthians xv. 3). Moreover, his belief in
the then speedy end of the world has proved to be wrong,
which shows that he was by no means to be explicitly
relied upon in his statements; while his reasoning in favor
of the doctrine, as contained in 1 Corinthians xv., is
fallacious in the extreme, opposed as it is to experience
and the facts of science. St. Paul says: “ Last of all he
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” But
this seeing of Jesus occurred in a vision; and what is a
vision ?  The word is used in the. New Testament to
convey the impression of something otherwise imper-
ceptible to human eyesight being rendered visible by the
exercise of supernatural power or influence. It is differ-
entiated from a dream, in so far as the latter isonly a
mental concept, or series of conceptions, engendered in a
state of semi-somnolency—or, to put it plainly, in a state
“ between sleeping and waking.”

These visions are not objective realities, but the result
of impaired imagination. Recent experiments by psycho-
logists show that persons in a certain mental condition
frequently think they see and hear things which have no
actual existence. The habit among scientists is, when they
come in contact with any extraordinary event, to investi-
gate the matter with a view of discovering its why and
wherefore. It is far more reasonable to seek for a natural
cause of phenomena than to attribute them to supernatural
sources. The one is within human experience and obser-
vation, while the other, if it exist, is outside both. Those
who have studied tho human mind will probably have
been struck with tho fact that some of the greatest
intellects in all ages have been influenced by the prevailing
opinions of their time. This will somewhat explain why
eminent writers have so rarely attacked the superstition of
their own nation. Accordingly, few popular writers in this
country deal with Christianity as they do with other
religions. Simply because the prevailing opinion here is
that the Christian faith is more sacred than any other, and
to treat it lightly, or to criticise it too severely, would be
offensive to Mrs. Grundy. Attacks upon the religion of
other nations are applauded; but the home article must be
let alone, or handled very tenderly.

Miracles are still believed in, and professed to be worked,
by the Catholic Church; but Protestants denounce them as
frauds, although there is quite as much evidence of their
reality as there is of those ascribed to Christ. Dr.
Middleton, in his Free Inquiri/, speaking of miraculous
events, writes thus : “ If either part bo infirm, their credit
must sink in proportion ; and if the facts be especially
incredible, they must of course fall to the ground, because
no forco of testimony can alter the nature of things.” If
we apply this rule to the miracles of the New Testament,
the unbiased reader will readily see that all the noise
made about their truth is “sound and fury, signifying
nothing." Certainly the following is most incredible ; that
a man was born without a human father; that Lazarus
should come from the grave “ bound hand and foot with
grave clothes,” after he was dead and decomposition had
set in; that saints, who had been dead and confined in
their graves, should rise and go into the city ; that Christ
did not work miracles in consequence of the unbelief of
the people; that if the miracles really took place, his
disciplos would have lacked faith in his power; and that
Jesus should be performing a miracle at Cana of Galilee
while he was in the wilderness of Judea. These stories
cannot be believed except at the sacrifice of reason and
common sense, and, therefore, we reject them.

Charles W atts.

coulil nlon tJc oxlst without a cause, then tho universe
Hie wnrirl fr- * ~°&JcaP Imagine a God who existed without
aworld fin fom.e® nlty>then you can much easier imagine

r i | | ? 18 _ frorn eternity without God. If | once
f iat the universe, this gréat organism of suns and

e ) uld have arisen from nothing, then verily there is
a so nothing to prevent me from crediting that it arose
without the assistance of a God.—Karl Heimen.
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BIBLE FICTIONS.

IV.—The History of Joseph.

The Bible “ history ” of the mythical patriarch Joseph
thus commences : “ Now Israel loved Joseph more than
all his other children, because he was the son of his old age ;
and he made him acoat of many colors ” (Genesis xxxvii. 3).
This statement reads like the commencement of a fairy tale,
and is, in fact, of the same character. If Jacob loved
Joseph better than his other sons, it was not because he
was the son of his old age. According to Genesis xxix. 20,
xxX. 26, and xxxi. 41, all Jacob’s sons, with the exception
of Benjamin, were born during his second term of seven
years' service with Laban. Zebulon was born in the same
year as Joseph; Asher and Issachar were only one year
older, and Reuben tfie eldest was but six years his senior.
Yet the inspired writer represents Joseph as little more
than a lad, and the other ten sons of Jacob as men of
mature years.

We are next told by this veracious historian that Joseph
had two dreams, which foreshadowed his occupying, at some
future time, such a high position that all the members of
his family should “ do obeisance” to him. On relating to
his father and brothers the second of these dreams—one in
which the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed down before
him—Jacob is represented as saying: “ Shall I and thy
mother, and thy brethren, indeed, come to bow down
ourselves to thee to the earth 7" (xxxvii. 10).

Now, it is evident from the words italicised that Jacob
believed his wife Rachel (Joseph’s mother) to be then
living with him, and it is equally evident that the writer
intended this to be understood ; the moon in the dream
symbolised Rachel. But, according to Genesis xxxv. 19,
Jacob’s favorite wife had long been dead. Thus we read :

“ And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to
Ephrath . ... and Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave,”
etc. The inspired writer, when fabricating the story of

the dreams, had forgotten this circumstance. The matter
is not of much importance, but it serves at least to indicate
that we are dealing with fiction, not history. Of course, if
the story of the dreams, and of Joseph being the favorite
of his father “ because ho was the son of his old age,” be
fictitious, that of the jealousy and hatred of his brothers,
Avhich caused them to put him in a pit and afterwards to
sell him, may be set down as of the same character; one is
represented as the result of the other.

Jacob’s sons, we are told, sold their brother to acompany
of Ishmaelites,vfho carried him down to Egypt(xxxvii. 25-28).
These Midianites sold him to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s
officers (xxxvii. 36), and Potiphar bought him *“ of the
hand of the Ishmaelitess which had brought him down
thither” (xxxix. 1). To this there is nothing to be said,
except that the Ishmaelites were not Midianites. In the
house of Potiphar Joseph was advanced to a position of
trust. Though but a youth, and without the smallest
experience in business matters, his new master “ made him
overseer in his house, and over all that he had.” Here an
event occurred which renders his name proverbial. Being
“ comely and well-favored,” his master’s wife conceived a
violent passion for him, and made certain overtures which,
as a virtuous youth, he rejected with abhorrence. In
revenge, the lady falsely accused him to her husband, and
Joseph was cast into prison. Here, however, “ the Lord
was with him,” and gave him power to foresee future
events. Having correctly interpreted the dreams of a
butler and a baker, he was subsequently released to interpret
a dream of Pharaoh’s, which having satisfactorily accom-
plished, he was made ruler “ over all the land of Egypt.”
In this exalted position his brothers, several years later,
came and bowed themselves down before him, as prefigured
in his dreams.

So runs the story; but the presence of one word in it
suffices to prove it a fabrication. After the rejection of
her proposals to Joseph, Potiphar’'s wife calls the men of
her house and tells them that her husband “ hath brought
in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; ho came in unto me,”
etc. (xxxix. 14). Later, when accusing Joseph to his
master, she says: “ The Hebrew servant, which thou hast
brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me,” etc.
(xxxix. 17). Again, Pharaoh’s butler, when speaking of
Joseph to the king, says : “ And there was there a young
man, an Hebrew, servant of the captain of the guard,” etc.
(xli. 12).
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Now, these several statements imply that Joseph was of
the Hebrew nation. The expression, “ an Englishmr.n or
“an English servant,” presupposes the existence of an
English nation, and could not be employed before such™a
nation had arisen. So the term, “a Hebrew,” or ‘a
Hebrew servant,” clearly implies that the Israelites were
at that time a separate people. The name is employ0
too, as if the nation to which Joseph belonged was w°.
known to every Egyptian. Potiphar’'s wife had heard 0l
this nation; her servants had also heard of it; Potipha’
had a knowledge of it; the butler knew of its existence,
so did Pharaoh. Yet, it is scarcely necessary to say, fker,
was no nation called “ Hebrews ” at that time. Jacob
his sons, who were unknown to the Egyptians, were T)
only persons in existence who might, perhaps, bo 0 &
nated “ Hebrews but they had never called themse
by that name.

We have, however, a further proof of fabrication. 9
inspired writer represents Joseph as saying to P'iarL (
butler : “ For indeed | was stolen away out of the “
the Hebrews,” etc. (xI. 15). From this statement”™ we
form a just estimate of the Bible word, “ indeed.
was no “ land of the Hebrews ” in Joseph’s time; there
no land of the Hebrews even in the time of Moses, w
said to have been the writer of the story. We know, *
from the Egyptian monuments, that down to the tin »
Ramses [Ill. Palestine was called “ the land °Ktter
Amorites ” and “ the land of the Hittites.” The
name further appears in Assyrian inscriptions s
hundred years later. aper

ffas

We read in Genesis xiv. 14 that Abraham"
defeating four Kkings, *“ pursued them unto
again in Deuteronomy xxxiv. 1 that God showed el
“all the land of Gilead, unto Dan." There was, Wj"ges
no place of that name until long after Moses’ time ( . py
xviii. 29). A reconciliation is in this case attemp
ascribing the employment of the word “ Dan’ t0‘ eby

writer or copyist, who is said to have inserted the n" an
which tho city was known in his own day.
explanation of this nature, assuming it to B8 § lgfyo
the incident relating to Dan, cannot be apphave tto
matter under consideration. In the latter we pia’0
not with the writer's own words (as in speaking 0 * tek
s “ Dan "), but with the utterances of the chiefc p- are
in the story. If these be false—as they undoubve”tde
—it must be waste of timo examining
“ history * of Joseph further. It must NOt QeJ;CJg \VES
too, that “ Joseph,” like his reputed father
the name of a Canaanitish deity, worshipped !n I***
as early as 1600 BC. The fact is in itself a pﬁOOf f>
Bible stories of thesd fwib patniaichie am fictitious. jion
There remains to be noticed an Egyptian W8Fk& ot gerjbe

n
thx

called The Tale of the Two Brothers, composed by * W
named Enna, about 1400 n.c. This story is jent 0
some to have suggested to the sacred writer the j sOpje

Potiphar’'s wife. Upon this point, however, 1 " j ynpu>

doubts. According to this narrative, a man, man

working one day in the fields with his younger “sc”.
Bata, sent the latter to his house to fetch s° of bt
corn.” “ And the younger brother found the ™ jjavi”»
elder brother occupied in braiding her hair. jjouss
loaded himself with corn, he was about to leave t0 hi*

when “ she rose up and laid hold of him .and sa gpOke *
Come, let us enjoy an hour’s rest............. iVc a moin
her and said, O woman, thou hast been to me hl l,s
and thy husband like a father, for he is oMer j~st
that he might have been my parent. "y upl ;-
spoken to me of so great asin I In the evening Iw°
husbands return, tho lady accused the g/* jICfg"1
saying : “ When he came to take seed- cor& gF fH\@E E

: ome IS A
me sitting alone, and ho said to me r

nnie- 7o
meuy g bour angk tasl. kebdown thy bair-" 4 srlporif >
he used force with me, that | might not ma ’\m)s in
thee. Now, if thou allowcst him to live, 1" ¢ we.
Believing this talc, Anpu caught up a”km jiving j,O
search of his younger brother ; but the lafj”’ jangUa?j pj”
warned of his danger hy tho gows (whose |earn”0”

understood), escaped, kater the elder brother gave
truth, whereupon ho cut his wife in pieces, an
remains to the dogs. , It
Tho younger brother, after this, Ilved in a
cedar tree, and received from the gods a ni wh. f

wife. Tho latter, after a timo, left him to iiifi

king, who married her. Bata then transto-
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Int° an Apis bull, and afterwards into a tree. Lastly, he
Wof b°m as the son of his former wife, and when he grew
P became king of Egypt. Vekitas.

A CHANGE OF HEART.

HERE are two ways of influencing people to change their
Pinions. One is by an appeal to their reason, and the
Her by an appeal to their emotions. Upon all questions
nept that of religion, everybody concedes that the first is
,«nv the best, but the only sensible and proper way ;
«J-iberals make no excepkion in the matier of religiomn.
Uth them, when any proposition is offered for their
" ceptance, the only question is, Is it true ? and the only
‘X settling that question is by reasoning upon the
the °nGG 7or an<J against the truth of the proposition. If
its .°M("ence is strong enough to convince their minds of
ev. / u«b they believe in it. If it falls short of convincing
snce, then they reject it.
hnstians, on the other hand, while recognising the
Ou v of the rule of the supremacy of reason upon all
Uiaftr questi@ns>igRere it entirely when they eeme te the
r of religion, and, through the influence of early
Mchingy shut off their reasoning faculties, and, giving
diat h era’bi°nal feelings, profess a belief in propositions
if .l "heir reason would condemn as foolish and absurd,
ey would but allow it to have any weight in the
hardT "or reason_that the ciergy Strive_so
alc U|fluence the young before their reasoning faculties
theg, °Vei°ped, well knowing that, if they can once bring
= «immature minds within the influence of the Church,
‘°rr?lil be next to impossible for them to break away
con8t-. this reason creods and confessions of faith are
founded’, most of them containing much that has no
be atlon in common sense or scripture, but which must
feli,iC°Pbed through the fundamental principle of all
all That is, suppress your reason and believe
ifgjj te" you, no matter what the evidence is; no matter
absllr§a*Ure and science cry aloud to your brains that it is
Haw f ari(l impossible, believe it all by faith—another
IQr credulity.

Open your mouth and shut your eyes,

i3 ~ I'll give you something to mako you wise,

fool n c’nplet by which school children used to
c’un. e simple ones; and revival methods are but the
"Fn . lPart of the same trick to fool the simple ones

il NBiri © 111 tMe promise; but there the analogy ends;
finds 10 the little child—by the exercise of his reason—

Ifiat )('U.~at he has been tricked by the nauseous dose
E been put into his mouth, the convert is made
Satethi ir thai be or she has received the Holy Ghost, or
to cult; efluivalent, and through life, by faith, continues
~NJvate the delusion. _

ijlay | r mesmeric conditions, or hypnotism, the victim
'M CaciJ ‘Ude to believe the worst tasting things to be

liy s and smack his lips as if they were good.
Rggesy be same influence, the revival preacher, by
w  eXn’n”® rnabes fibe convert believe that he or she
h °r hri8nce<® a change of heart, and thus secured

bell.« cr salvation from the never-ending torments of
but w .
‘bfiscle ., Is this change of heart1 The heart is but a

N. f* * ‘In no way the seat of sensation..or..feeling..... It
j b chjirUn&(l by ossification or fatty degeneration but
ti«Uonr'" gcs signify nothing but disease, and in no way

rp opinions or character of the person who owns
Stop. f LAnu

tiMrosn @.1,, tH ... . iMrAnf Al
Sanr Sciew’U Wh° knew nothing of physiology, or any
i jthe ei who thought the heart was the seat of the
». 'vem.Cnl'r ¢ feeling, and the controller of character;
w that that function belongs to the brain
g . of tr T thelilgart is the least sensitive of all the
tfie chav I° Kx~" and has less to do with the formation
he, sRppO~Cter’ or manifestation of feeling, than any other.
Lh~Ucain™,MN01 fibo sake of argument, that a change of
Ehftﬁrﬁt of Triall tilat Christians claim for it; what is the
- Ret of *v and how does it influence the character and
'-VQ t ‘%«.Person who has experienced it ? Do they not
rlethatf Impulses and tendencies that they had before 1
lor a time, while under the influence of religious
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excitement, they may fancy that they are changed, and one
mental excitement overlays and draws all others; but nature
re-asserts itself, and the victim finds that he or she is just
what nature made them.

Look at the ministers, who must be supposed to have all
experienced the change of heart; are they not human, and
subject to the temptations of “ the world, the flesh, and
the Devil”? Yes; and is it not proved by the records of
our courts that there are more clergymen in our peniten-
tiaries than there are of Infidels, ten to one ?

Women, from their more sensitive nervous organisation,
unhygienic dress and habits, and superficial education, are,
in nine cases out of ten, the victims of this delusion of a
change of heart, especially those of immature age, just
emerging from girlhood into maturity, when they are most
sensitive to nervous and emotional excitement. The
revival preacher paints in vivid colors the flames of hell
and the never-ending torments of those who do not experi-
ence a change of heart. All reasoning power is smothered
in the deluge of emotional excitement, and the one
dominant passion, for the time being, is fear, overwhelm-
ing fear. The condition of the victim is analagous to that
of the delirium of fever, or the extravaganza of nightmare.
It is like the hot period of fever, and, like that, is succeeded
by a period of exhaustion, when the victim sinks into a
semi-trance, and imagines that the work of God in her heart
is complete, and that that insensible muscle has been
changed. It is like the breaking of a wild horse. The
will has given way under the tremendous strain of feeling,
and she resigns herself to a power that she feels to be un-
controllable. Henceforth she is the docile instrument
of the church and minister, and helps to decoy other
immature victims into the same trap.

But in what respect has she been changed by this
mythical change of heartl If she was kind and good
before, she will still be kind and good. If she was irritable,
malicious, and quarrelsome before, the same character will
be observed after the so-called change. In one particular,
however, she is changed, immeasurably for the worse. She
now dares not think—that is, she dares not question the
truth of the tenets of her Church, or venture into any
investigation of them. To her faith has interdicted any
exercise of reason upon those subjects, and denounced
damnation for her if she attempts to find out whether they
are true or not. There is one chamber in her mind that
she is forbidden to enter—the noblest and best of all the
gifts of nature, the one that constitutes man the highest of
all organised beings—the faculty of reason.

Like the fatal closet in the castle of Bluebeard, any
attempt to discover what the faculty of reason has to say
about religion is the unpardonable sin. Bluebeard is the
great “ 1 am,” the mythical God of all religion, and his
murdered victims were the martyred Freethinkers who
had curiosity enough to look for the truth, without regard
to consequences. Freethought is the genius that shall
come in due time to Kill this old Bluebeard of the sky, and
prevent the further sacrifice of seekers after truth.

The doctrine of a change of heart—Ilike a great many
other doctrines of the Church—derives no sanction from
the Bible. Jesus never taught it, nor did any of his
disciples or apostles. The only place where anything like
it is mentioned in the holy book is found in the story of
Nebuchadnezzar being turned out to grass. God there
says (Daniel iv. 1G); “ Let his heart be changed from
man’s, and let a beast's heart bo given to him, and let
seven times pass over him.”

This is all that “ the blessed Book” has to say about a
change of heart, and this is the only case of such a change
in all history. Such a case affords but little support for
the modern notion of a change of heart through revival
methods; but it is a fact that the revival change seems
often to change the disposition to that of a beast, as it did
Nebuchadnezzar’'s. That is, it banishes the victim’s reason-
ing power, and leaves him or her to the operation and
direction of the purely animal part of his nature; and,
when such a change takes place, the proper place for the
victim would seem to be, to be turned out to grass among
the beasts, as was the King of Babylon in the story; or,
better still, to be sent to a lunatic asylum, where scientific
treatment might restore the patient to the use of reason.

Now, what is the remedy for this disease—for disease it
is—of faith 1 It is a disease that paralyses the intellect,
and interdicts tho use of the only faculty that enables us to
judgo of right and wrong, of truth and falsehood.
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As | have before shown, there is no such thing as a change
of heart. From the nature of the human race the change
must mean nothing but a change of mind; and such a
change implies the right to change it again whenever we
find that our former opinion is not true.

The brain is the organ of the mind, and its action results
in what we call intellect. To the intellect, then, we must
appeal to settle the truth or falseness of any opinions we
have formed, hastily, under the pressure of over-excited
emotion. It is the duty of everyone to hold the mind
open at all times to the reception of truth; and that we
may be enabled to recognise the truth, we must welcome
all evidence that is convincing, whether it comes from a
“ Thus saith the Lord ” or the speculations of men. Do
this, and you shall find that peace of mind that passeth all
the fabled joys of a paradise among the clouds.

— Independent Pulpit. J. I*. Richardson.

UP FOR JUDGMENT.
By A. Scallywag.

St. Peter stood guard at the golden gate,
With solemn mein and an air sedate, _

When up to the top of the golden stair

A man and a woman, ascending there,
Applied for admission. They came and stood
Before St. Peter, so great and good,

In hope the City of Peace to win,

And asked St. Peter to let them in.

The woman was tall, and lank, and thin,
With a scraggly beardlet upon her chin.

The man was short, and thick, and stout;
His stomach was built so it rounded out.

His face was pleasant, and all the while

He wore a kindly and genial smile.

The choirs in the distance the echoes woke,
And the man kept still while the woman spoke.
“ Oh, thou who guardest the gate,” said she,

“ We come hither, beseeching thee

To let us enter the Heavenly Land,

And play our harps with the Angel Band.

Of me, St. Peter, there is no doubt;

There’s nothing from Heaven to bar me out.
I've been to the meeting three times a week,
And almost always 1'd rise to speak.

I've told the sinners about the day

When they'd repent of their evil way;

I've told my neighbors—I've told them all—
'Bout Adam and Eve, and the Primal Fall.
I've shown 'em what they'd have to do

If they pass in with the chosen few.

I've marked their path of duty clear—=a

Laid out the plan of their whole career.

I've talked and talked to 'em loud and long,
For my lungs are good, and my voice is strong;
So, good St. leter, you'll clearly see

The gate of lleaven is open for me.

But my old man, | regret to say,

Hasn't walked in exactly the narrow way ;
He smokes and he swears, and grave faults he’s got,
And | don’t know whether he'll pass or not.
He would never pray with an earnest vim,
Or go to revival, or join in a hymn ;

So | had to leave him in sorrow there,

While I, with the chosen, united in prayer.
He ate what the pantry chose to afford, y
While I, in my purity, sang to the Lord.

And if cucumbers were all lie got,

It's a chance whether he merited them or not.
But oh, St. Peter, 1love him so ;

To the pleasures of Heaven please let him go !
I've done enough a saint I've been.

Won't that atone 1 Can't you let him in !

By my grim Gospel, | know ’tis so,

That the unrepentant must fry below.

But isn't there some way you can see

That he may enter who's dear to mel

It’'s a narrow Gospel by which | pray,

But the chosen expect to find some way

Of coaxing, or fooling, or bribing you

So that their relations can amble through.
And say, St. Peter, it seems to me

This gate isn't kept as it ought to be.

You ought to stand right by the opening there,
And never sit down in that easy cnair.

And say, St. Peter, my sight is dimmed,

But I don’t like the way your whiskers are trimmed :
They’'re cut too wide, and outward toss ;
They'd look better narrow, cut straight across.
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Well, we must be going, our crown to win;
So open, St. Peter, and we’ll pass in.”

St. Peter sat quiet, and stroked his staff,
But, in spite of his office, he had to laugh;
Then said, with a fiery gleam in his eye :
“Who's tending this gateway—you or 1 T’
And then he arose in his stature tall,

And pressed a button upon the wall,

And said to the imp who answered the bell,
“ Escort this female around to Hell T

The man stood still as a piece of stone—
Stood sadly, gloomily, there alone.

A long-life settled idea he had

That his wife was good and he was bad.

He thought if the woman went down below,
That he would certainly have to go ;

That if she went to the regions dim,

There wasn’t a ghost of a snow for him.
Slowly he turned, by habit bent,

To follow wherever the woman went.

St. Peter, standing on duty there,

Observed that the top of his head was bare.
He called the gentleman back, and said :

“ Friend, how long have you been wed T’

“ Thirty years” (with a weary sigh) ;

And then he thoughtfully added, “Why T’
St. Peter was silent, with head bent down;
He raised his hand and scratched his crown ;
Then, seeming a different thought to take,
Slowly, half to himself, he spake :

“ Thirty years with that woman there 1

No wonder the man hasn’t any hair !
Swearing is wicked, smoke’s not good ; o>
Ho smoked and swore : | should think he wou
Thirty years ! with that tongue so sharp !
Oh, Angel Gabriel, give him a harp !

A jewelled harp with a golden string.

Good sir, pass in where the angels sing.
Gabriel, give him a seat alone—

One with a cushion—up near the throne.
Call up some angels to play their best;

Let him enjoy the music—and rest !

See that on finest Ambrosia he feeds ;

He’'s had about all the hell he needs :

It isn't just hardly the thing to do "
To roast him on earth and the future too.
They gave him a harp with golden strings»
A glittering robe and a pair of wings ;

And he said, as he entered the realm of day»
“Well, this beats cucumbers, any way.’
And so the old Scripture text stands fast.: ,
The last shall be first, and the first shall be

ACID DROPS.

The House of Commons has had a discussion oye’ OE)\H
Cromwell, and the vote for the expense of a stat Jt
Great Protector was only carried by a narrow mlV r0s?
was no special business of the Irish members, but j-e aiiu
to the occasion, and called Cromwell a liar, a hyPot\ 01 t®
a murderer. Many other compliments were passe " jat)ct
mighty dead, and alto?_ether it was a good bluDV o 0Ot _halJf'(!)
brave members of Parliament that Crgmwell was no.jug.

with a company of his Ironsides. Thg mest Eu'r‘m“#’ma_fj'.

stand that Cromwell was the first great statesman * deesl >
history who understood, and as far as poSSiDle 1 iU
religious toleration. Cromwell has his imperisla

ment already in the history of England.

_ gJfd

Since the above paragraph was in type the House ™ Jii'A
another debate on this Cromwell statue, an » gngbs;

majority has refused to honor the greatest pal»ve 3
rulers.  Such is the wisdom of our Nationa”™” it'w0
There is some consolation for us in knowing .0

reserved for a Freethinker, Mr. John Morley,1,. jjjJiO«
the squabble of parties and do justice to Crouiw >
he was a Christian. n

th®
A venerable professor, in moving a resolution eDt th
General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotia” ,
ini i i if nefSSHe
re~uSto steajini™” W2un,i by sayin !
wpith a%l %er <n|Jn°Ut Wit {", *«Fer \¥0|c ,ar?d, u /*'Yefc 1>
Christians keen Jt WeF  That's the style Let

el €ast of RN W MRYRNER thE D >

-uropFé

but who™aftScCan ci alJenge the world in talking 0T e% ™
prize S Iy C©moS to taJticg with guns tl.ey take the
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Paul said, “ |1 suffer not a woman to teach,” and “ Let the
‘wotnen keep silence in the churchesbut some hundred
aul fifty of them were ready to orate in the churches last
"leek. Tlie sacred ministry, thanks to Paul and the Ohris-
I'an Church, was the last resort of male exclusiveness, and
n'v the New Woman is capturing that.

~ iswell that women are taking up the cause of Temper-
W, but there is a danger of their resorting to impossible
remedies. We do not believe they will everforce men into
»obriety. They might lead where they cannot drive. A
Vuians smile is ten times more commanding than her
J°Vn: When she resorts to compulsion she is playing a
same in which she is sure to be worsted.

Hie women who are orating at the International lemper-
JJce meetings in London are all in favor of “ prohibition.

Bl is, they want to sail by the north-west passage, to take
' Shortcut to the millennium. Well, there is no short cut.
of u-W be sad, but it is nevertheless true ; and the lessons
~history are, after all, better guides than the unrestrained

1“Usiasm of lady reformers.

[l [
ii, 1t lemperanco ladies had a“ special service” last Sunday
Mbit-mg» at the City Temple. They were strong on “ pro-
Thg 10> which has nothing very “spiritual” about it
tunyg i 9 talked !l bjt ftbout “ Christ”—a gentleman who
and’] ! a .ar8.° quantity of water into wine at a social party,
bis i,l'cank wine himself at the last meal he ever took before

bfortunate decease.

“ scotp Kearney, a Mississippi lady, said there were
soingj.}8  Christian young women earnestly longing to do
pity tillnK"—which is very creditable to them ; only itis a
ibetn (le™ haven’'t something to do already. She begged
pfolm - take part in this work, and wield the dagger of
‘bonste -U to shw the monster of drink. Alas! that
thecou*.  f°°. tough to be slain in this easy fashion. In
that (frseu°l timo_these Christian young women may learn
than oflt enness less a symptom of personal immorality
honrs  s°cial disease. Let the Temperance ladies work ten
°rtwo = N “!ll depressing atmosphere, let them live in one
atn U 00y hi a back street or a filthy slum, let them rest
bpderst , oro sleep but half refreshes, and they will soon
W eso' , “be attraction of the public-house. Men will
they willv,"excitement, if it is only the excitement of drink ;
°fa have some cheerfulness, if it is only in the gaslight
°r taproom.

r*/hW ney spoke Of the Temperance agitation as “ the

a nif- .work over known.” Perhaps she will tell us,

IrisHan, why Jesus Christ neglected this “ most

~patnr'Vork.” Why did ho leave it'for the “impostor”
med to establish a teetotal religion 1

beid  P°tbersot did not say much about “ Christ,” but she
?ear .,A°bd deal about “ God,” who is understood to be a
;btilQwicuon' She declared that their efforts would bo
* *atis Ifiut “ a new baptism of the spirit of Goti.” Well,
? > ss . what the Temperance movement is waiting for, its
w ehpa n°t hkely to-be immediate. Christians seldom

ail(i Hood causo until it has made considerable head-
Gbt, )<l fhen they generally spoil it with sectarianism,

bontimentality.

S tio”™ Newspaper is to I>6 published at Chicago. It will
, > 4 ' Ulday issue, and that of Monday will be set up on

pa hie Jj'sht. It will give no record of crimes. The
{fIPer, will »1 the model people, who call for such a model
ebews 1 Q11 buying its wicked rivals in order to learn

for 0, °l New York, reviewing a ook on the

>4 ler y. lan by Miss Alice Gardner, slys: “ Miss
o 1'% made a book which is at once .accurate and

lL,, lossfv  )lllu of the traditions about Julian are indeec

in ~that,$uept asf(lI° as mythical; wo note tvith some
ng the th(?saying, ‘ Galilean, thou hast conquered,” has

.ef>0vma”  “lost other famous death-bed remarks that
hjfy ablvU'tored-. Why should Public Opinion, which is

"ttn krotiri)POUdlic lcd P&iR¥) Fegret the expesure ef a false-
FAUtIQY fatec™ by griests in the interest of their own

horsey, HannJuki "'ho murdered his sweetheart in Ber-
heavSa al°nS expressed his expectation of meeting
ISda“ityCn whon executed. It is a consoling faith is

LES A
ohjj.”orkjj aatle Police-court Samuel Bryson was remitted to
'iMotion a? insane. Ho was charged with creating an
Hs ' A nT. orunswiek-place by preaching from the
tta* Ork;0,rilceman asked him to desist, but lie said he
» tor God, and God should be obeyed rather than
Examined by the doctor he quoted texts, and
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said that if locked up he would pray till the gates opened
and let him out. The doctor said there was no doubt of his
insanity, whereby he appears to have meant that he was a
genuine believer. If the old prophets and apostles could
return, they would stand a good chance of sharing the fate
of Samuel.

The man who edits the “ Monthly Record of the New
Cross and Rrockley Young Men's Christian Association”
should really be more careful. Under the heading of
“ Personal” he writes as follows : “ Congratulations to our
friend, Mr. H. G. Hearn, on his marriage with Miss T. Ward,
which has lately been consummated.” This is personal,
with a vengeance.

Rev. Henry George Benjamin Lemoine was found guilty
at the Norwich Assizes of defrauding a local tradesman.
The man of God said that the “still small voice of con-
science” did not accuse him. The Lord Chief Justice re-
marked that the still small voice of the jury did. Sentence
—twelve months’ hard labor, afterwards remitted to six.

Another man of God, the Rev. Allen Zechariah Grace, got
into trouble at the Bow-street Police-court, London. He
was charged with stealing various articles from arestaurant.
Prisoner wrote a “ beautiful and affecting letter” to the
magistrate, who generously remanded him to “ see what
could bo done for him.” If something is done for him, we
hope lie will do no more restaurants. Losing four children
a few years ago is really no excuse for robbery to-day, even
if the money is wanted for drink.

The Rev. William Jackson Holmes has been committed
for trial by the Faversham magistrates on a charge of
stealing a gold watch chain and jewellery from Miss Ellen
Partes, whose father entertained him while conducting a
Wesleyan Mission. Prisoner had to undergo a month’s
imprisonment at Manchester before the Faversham police
could lay hands on him.

At Ludlow, Mr. John B. Wood Henley, a J.P., was
charged with using threatening language to Sir Charles
Henry Rouse Boughton, Bart., of Downton Hall. The
evidence went to show that the dispute took place after
church on the 26th ult. The defendant admitted calling
Sir Charles a bully, a coward, and a liar, and said “ he
thought the words adaptable for the occasion.” After a
long hearing the Bench dismissed the. case, and ordered each
party to pay his own costs. _

Christian sects go on multiplying. The latest addition is
the Link of Love, or the Towel and Basin Circle. This
refers to J. C.'s washing his disciples’ feet. By-and-by we
shall have a Dish and Finger-Fork Circle, with reference to
the Last Supper.

The Presbyterian Synod of Tennessee, being anxious to
set the Bible up properly, resolved “ that the Bible is the
inspired and infallible Word of God, and if there are any
errors in it they do not affect its inspiration.” Presently
it dawned on them that they had made fools of themselves.
How could an infallible book contain any errors? So the
foolish resolution was rescinded.

The Rev. John Morrow, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, is the
leader of what an American paper calls a novel religion,
but which, in its main elements, is a very ancient and basic
one indeed. He teaches that the work of sanctification
should be carried out until shame is dead and men and
women appear together in a state of nudity.

The Rev. 0. W. Savidge, a rival religionist, has gone to
some trouble to examine the female converts of the Rev. J.
Morrow. Several ladies said they had heard of it, but did
not follow it out, owing, perhaps, to not having attained
sufiicient holiness. A Mrs. Christenson, however, acknow-
ledged being a follower of the faith of Morrow, having sat
in sessions with him. The meetings were always held at
the homes of the sisters, sittings having been attended by
Mrs. Christenson at her own house, and at that of Mrs.
Thomas Grocox, who is also a believer. The husbands of
Mrs. Christenson and of Mrs. Grocox offered no objection to
the service, but did not participate. Mrs. Christenson
explained that Morrow taught that the services of nudity
should be held only in private in the homes of the members.
In all the instances sne knew he was the only man who
participated, no others, we suppose, having the necessary
sanctification.

Dr. Horton was unkind to a brother clergyman, the late
Rev. Mr. Malthas. How absurd, he remarked, was the
prediction of Malthus of a time when the progress of
population would exceed the growth of the means of
subsistence. Dr. Horton has never read Malthus, or is
incapable of understanding him.
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We notice that the Methodist Times is going to have a
special department for “ personal Holiness.” The first duty
of the writers in that part of the paper should be to teach
Mr. Price Hughes to tell the truth. If they cannot teach
him to do it, they might at least remind him of its necessity.

For some time we have watched the advertising career of
a gentleman in the W.C. district of London. When we first
noticed his advertisements they were of moderate dimensions.
He now takes Inlf a page, and we see his big advertisements
in the Christian papers ; which is very strange, for he sells
a cure for corpulency, and how on earth can the followers of
Jesus Christ grow fat 1 This “ corpulency ” gentleman gives
opinions of the press on his specific, and these opinions have
a curious resemblance to each other. Occasionally they are
almost word for word. For instance, Forget-me-Not says :
“ It is marvellous how this ‘Pasteur’ and ‘ Koch’ of English
discoverers can actually reduce as much as 14ft> in seven
days with a simple herbal remedy.” The Southport Visitor
also says : “ It is marvellous how this ‘ Pasteur’ and ‘ Koch'’
of English discoverers can actually reduce so much as 14t
in seven days with a simple herbal remedy.” It is positively
certain that these two “ opinions” were written by the same
hand. Whose hand it is not very difficult to judge. The
curer of corpulency was ill-advised to let these identical
expressions of unbiased editorial opinion appear in the
same advertisement; but perhaps he thought it did not
matter in a journal like the Methodist Times.

If a Christian wants to diminish his obesity, he need not
try a corpulency-curer’s specific. He has only to follow the
Bible injunction of “ fast and pray.”

An American paper says: “A. J. Blackwell, the rich and
erratic Indian, who owns the city of Blackwell and David
City, in the Indian Territory, has donated $300,000 to build
a temple at David City, of peculiar model, for the perpetua-
tion of Indian religion. He says he saw God in a vision,
who commanded him to erect the temple. It will be open
to all Indians, but not to any other race, and will be furnished
with an interior garden, to symbolise the Indians’ love for
nature.” The Bed Indian, like the white Christian or olive
Jew, sees God in a dream, and leaves no description of his
appearance. Probably he is not foolish enough to father
another person’s child on the strength of a dream, like
Joseph.

The Spectator of last week, writing on “ Herbert Spencer’s
Agnosticism,” deals with his contention, that all our notions
of deity are human, in the following manner : “ It would be
as reasonable to saiy that, because a child’s conceptions
must be childish, they cannot be shaped and directed and
prepared for future development by the mind of the child’s
parent or tutor.” Surely it is sufficient answer to this that
the child has actual experience of his parent or tutor, while
man has no such experience of God. When to this is added
the fact that all notions of God betray their human origin,
vary as men vary, and are of bad genesis, because springing
from human animism and fetishism, the reflection follows
that all interpretation of the universe in the terms of finite
man must be futile and misleading, which, we take it, is
Herbert Spencer’s position. _

Is it true that “ Mr. Slater, the wonderful clairvoyant and
chometrist of California,” who is now advertised in the
gritist papers as giving seances in London, is identical with

e medium Slade who was convicted of fraud and sentenced

to imprisonment at Bow-street in 18701

The spiritist who informed us that Slater was Slade must
have been mistaken, and the spirit who told him must have
been a Diakka, one of those mischievous, lying spirits from
the Lord who so frequently haunt the poor mejurns. For
J. J. Morse, himself a leading trance mejum, sa, in Light,
that Mr. Slater is, “ without doubt, the most wonderful test
medium, psychometrist, and psychic that the United States
or any other country possesses at the present time that
he has known this “ some ten years”; and that]“ Mr. Slater’s
record as a man and a medium is all that can bo desired.”
Now, since Mr. Slade has not only been convicted of fraud,
but has more recently been in an asylum for inebriates,
clearly he cannot be the same as Mr. Slater. The spirit who
suggested their identity must have been of the same species
that Jehovah sent to deceive King Ahab.

Light, by the way, for June 15 contains some funny
letters. One is from “ the leader of the circle ” at a certain
notorious mejum’s performances in the N.W. district. He
sends g spirit photograph to the editor. Two signed letters
immediately follow, calling the mejum a fraud. One says :
“ 1 distinctly noticed that the female spirits a][ Jia(j beards
under the chin, corresponding exactly with that worn by
the medium. The drapery used to disguise the face failed to
disguise this from my eyes.”

Sir J. W. Dawson writes to the New York Science from
Montreal to givo his opinion that the four rivers of Eden are
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the Kherkhat, Karun, Tigris, and Euphrates. The only
trouble is that these four rivers are not one, and none o
them flow through Ethiopia.

The publisher of a paper that is virulent in its abus®O®
the Freethinker issues a pamphlet on The High Chur
Confessional. Here is a specimen of its chastened languag =
“ There is not a conceivable species of indecency in sexu
intercourse which is not particularised in these BOX
Fathers ' as fit matter to pour into the ears of women
every age and degree, married and unmarried. Indeed,
minute, full, and loathsome are the instructions S',/'@llies
these ministers of lust in their intercourse with fema »
that the most abandoned women in the dirtiest brothels
London would blush to read them in connection with
holy name of religion.” While this is the way in which
set of religionists write of another set, we may reason» i
hope that the days of Christian Reunion are still distant’

Rochefort's paper reports that the clericals are in xery
bad odor at the commune of Rimogne, an important P ~
in the Ardennes. The clergy have all disappeared, ana
ceremonies are conducted civically. Two Sundays ag .
priest came by train from Taillette. One of the inhabit
asked him what he wanted, and he replied that he hads
one to see. “ That may be,” was the rejoinder, “ but it Xjj
are not out of the village in five minutes, the_clarion g
sound, and you will be conducted to the station by
than a thousand persons.” The priest was off in a hurry-

It is reported that two infants, joined together lik
Siamese twins, have been born at New York; Devote ~
the Design Argument should try to explain this abnorm ~
Is the Great Designer liable to eccentric moods, ora *
arrange these inseparable twins on purpose, so that .
parents might earn money by exhibiting them 1 " e i”ese
ask some more questions, but we should like to have
answered first.

The Koran forbids the use of alcoholic drinks. ~ 10, aper
recommends them. How curious it is, then, to open aTyeto
like the Methodist Times and to find it full of the Loca ,fy
Bill and the best way to make the people of this ¢® of
teetotalers. And the joke is that all this zeal in iu \Wjry
teetotalism is manifested by Christians, and by fa “eir
Christians, for the most part, who persist in forcing .fie
bibber’s handbook into the hands of children in ° U\)U.ble
schools. Verily a Christian is a most extraordinary
of contradictions.

In deciding a case under the Welsh Sunday CJ°S], "arica
the judge declared that the amount of chicanery, P*E
tion, and perjury resorted to for the purpose of evaa
law was demoralising to the country. n

The Rev. John Robertson declares that, by hi® "f ot
Man, “ Professor Drummond has damned the”™ mijjis is
thousands of young men throughout the country. Nis'
his thanks for seeking to reconcile Evolution wit
tianity by means of gush and imagination.

The Committee of the Canadian Senate, appose»086
deal with the question of divorce, have resignea. j,ae
nearly half of the Senate Final Court of APP ,jcatiollS
decided, for religious reasons, to vote against all »PP genibe
for divorce, without hearing the evidence. Nl1mty-t\0
Court consists of thirty-nine Protestants and t l.rchedl
Catholics. All the latter, and some of the High y

of the former, will have no divorce on any account’ t0 tbf
The action of the committee will probably Cou
beneficial change of having a proper Divot left

established in Canada, instead of the matter bei b
the tribunal of the Senate.

D, Prestwich has just published a work on * I?)féthg‘
the Flood. Btle accepts what the Christiahn \{Yur.'LI}! stoO’
now generally established view” that U eHeeV#]Sinks or
the Flood was borrowed from Babylon. .
was a big flood at the close of the post-glacial Pefied-ih "
twelve thousand years ago; and the original theD®-II
course of ages, got overlaid with legends ; among Olldert
course, being the story of Captain Noah and hIS
sailing menagerie.

OUCygf-
At a prayer-meeting in Brighton, New >ork> IfowW Pra®
got up and confessed to several forgeries. i;r gand.
meetings of that kind seem to be wanted in Lng 1

Dr. Horton, of Hampstead, has been m ffiS S K
St. Edmund’s Guild—consisting, we believe, ot %h 1 it
teachers, on “ Earthly Joys.” This is a subjej* ra\jle K yv
clergy are beginning to take up with consi g. a
They used to regard this earth as a vale ot. jiall, "ujal?
good many of them now regard it as a big music
fine variety entertainment, provided free, gr:lt
by God Almighty.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

June 30, Camborwell.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

=.Charles W atts’s Engagements.—Juno 23 and 30, Hall of

uience, London. July 28, August 4 and 11, Camberwell.—

~communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a

*3 required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be

Q. Co80(l) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
tLR?PEWise.—We insert your letter. But why did you assume

ut tho paragraph referred to you ? Remember the French
9 overb—Qui t?excuse s'accuse.

' Cevf.tt.—Thanks for cuttings.

an ®?RY (Plymouth).—Mr. Foote could not possibly pay you
the GrVs™  the spring. It was not easy for him to foresee
a ,recent development of affairs in London, with all its worries
aut anx®*C3-  You may rely upon avisit from Mr. Foote in the
and he will write in a few days offering you a date,
not k resPect to letters, you must remember that Mr. Foote does
hanc] P a 8ecretary, that he has to do everything with his own
d, s>and that he has more than he can do, though ho works
j Jen days a week.
q T r'ght, in the special circumstances.

selecteda Brighton).—Always glad of good jokes, original or

p

pg'jT jhanks for cutting. The Freethinker tracts are sixpence
Ch”g??T— The proportion of criminals in India is, among native
i36rians> 1 in 799; Mohammedans, 1 in 856; Hindoos, 1 in
1'fofd'.arH* Buddhists, 1in 3,787. You will find an account of
O W~0ur Newman and his family in the biographical sketch of
’ M/man, prefixed to his Essays in Rationalism.
ho stNf KAPB (Bristol) denies that in his lecturo at Eastville Park
he B'at aH Freethinkers were pothouse men. “ | nover,”
shoni ] ?s’ * 8a'd or implied anything so foolish or untruo.” We
a sorry to do Mr. Grinstead, or any man, an injustice,
Win i 0 cheerfully publish his disclaimer. Perhaps our informant
Kgv Qlav® 8°mothing to say on this matter,
itd ‘ h Engstrum sonds us a letter, which wo do not insert, as
inr ? n°l advanco the controversy. If ho has anything to say
his Gy 1° °jlr last week’s article, we shall bo happy to insert
0,r awauuication. Small personal matters will not interest
®tKst0aaOra' We say this, not out of any disrespect to Mr.
B, rutn>but in the interest of rational discussion.
PraisdT’IN"~The Parson’s Hymn, “ Monoy, oh money, thy
and hd k 8nS>" appeared in tho Freethinker many years ago,
B. p ' been reprinted in our tracts.
Till; » ' Baly~—T hanks foxr cuttings.
Pipget ! v — hboatiivespool Branch wishes the workman who
hkg Id@ u™ at Leonard Hall's lecturo to communicate, oither

LBE/t°EQ . P8r80nally- .
B o(«x% Charloston)’ W e are much indebted to your constant

hafofdW B f o r the Theist to define what ho moans by God
?anHot j10 Atheist undertakes to deny. Tho Atheist finds ho
~ Qefor0° 10vo God, as usually defined ; but he does not
ti a fut a'isert a universal negative. (2) Tho imaginations
4his_ ure existence aro a)&rolongation of certain aspects of
abibge™>ande rore certffyTealitythan-imaginations  of

animals. (3) Certainly tho Biblo can bo citod on the
sldo. u?ctctalisrn, but tho bulk of passagos are on tho other
Aeast 's there tho Biblo cannot bo cited for V

,81Pport Bristol Freethinkers should cortainly attend and

- Ou-
rogy %¥cEived.—Zoophilist—AnimaI’s Friond-Eastorn Daily
«arQlOufch Mercury—Public Opinion—Do Dageraad
i?vestiriau ” essongor—Dor Arino Tcufol—Frcidenkor—Boston
t —Liberty—Glasgow Weekly Illorald—Blue Grass
erary Digest—Philosophical Journal—Harbimgor of
iveni' PREgreasivo MHmker—emh®—Two Worlds—Now™ York
'dal Post—Socular Thought Eatget-Mo-Not—Crescent—
Advertia,Ma> Rimes—ljiberator—Nottingham Argus—Dundee
> 0Urt~T>r'7'Joilanne3burg Standard and Diggers’ News—Open
°rkshiro Chronicle—Newecastle Evening Chromclo.
>A~rkin”ii0 8°bd us newspapers would enhance tho favor by
110 PaB88ages to which they wish to call our attention.
J’ﬁk_Smmi@o Editor of the Frmetininker should bo addressed {0
ri ttOr' 8treGfe» Aondon, E.C.

till 8irod i”™ ksLould roach us not later than Tuosday if a reply
Otherwise the reply stands over

q{)zlk&gﬁ\exlt’ Vih¥8 8Réu’'J be sonb to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stono-
Q@A E-C-

s p.s [avEHTISKMENTs—TFhitty w@kds; ke 6di; ovory sye
* lrﬁ%f%ﬁs 8d. Bisptayta Advertisements :—Oéno fach,
Ale ~°9@titiona umni T1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special torms
Oft' eUhinj. '

\% post 'i "Bl bo forwarded, diroct from tho publishing
k hl.; Trjic?: at the following rates, propaid :—Ono Yoar,

- Contau Year, 5s. 3d. ; Throo Months, 2s. 8d.
* V)'aiykto Post-office regulations to announco on the
**Pg:bixor » the subscription is duo, subscribers will rocoivo
1 a colorea wrapper when their subscription
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SPECIAL.

Tiie Directors of the National Secular Hall Society
(Limited) have left the Hall of Science matter in my
hands, to do what | find possible in the peculiar circum-
stances of the case. It appears to me that the crisis ought
not to be prolonged a moment more than is necessary, and
there are special reasons why midsummer should be a
turning point. My appeal for £G00 has not yet been
adequately responded to. Donations, applications for
shares, and conditional promises, only amount to about
£450. Surely it should be possible to make up the
required sum during the next few days. If not, | must let
the matter drop, for this is the last appeal | can make upon
the present basis. | hope it is distinctly understood that
all tho money sent in any way in response to this appeal
will be returned to donors and applicants if the project is
not carried to a successful issue. | pledge myself person-
ally to the fulfilment of this promise.
G. W. FOOTE.

SUGAR PLUMS.

There Was a good audience at the London Hall of Science
on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on “ Mrs.
Besant's New Views of Christianity.” This evening (June
23) Mr. Charles Watts occupies the platform, and Mr.
Foote will take the chair. As the occasion may be a very
important one, we hope there will be a large attendance.

Mr. Putnam continued to have “ a fine time ” after leaving
Glasgow. He had two good houses at Aberdeen, and the
next day he went with a party of local “saints” to Bal-
moral, Mar, and Braemar. He describes it as “ a magnificent
trip.”

The annual excursion of the London Secular Federation
will take place on July 14. Clacton-on-Sea will be the place
visited, per G.E. Railway. Tickets (3s. each) can be obtained
from the local secretaries, from Miss Brown, 22 Pembridge
Villas, Notting-hill-gate, or Mr. Forder at 28 Stonecutter-
street. As tho time is short, we hope this announcement
will be spread widely and tickets circulated speedily. A
special committee is appointed to look after details, and
will probably arrange tor a general tea, similar to the one
provided last year at Margate. Messrs. Foote and Watts
intend to join the excursion, and other woll-known Londoners
will no doubt be present. We want to see a good gathering
at Clacton, and as the committee are reported to be powerful
in prayer, there is a prospect of glorious weather for the
outing.

The annual excursion of the West London Branch will
take place on Sunday, June 23, by the steam launch
“ Countess,” to Walton-on-Thames. Light refreshments can
be obtained on board, and a string band has been engaged
to enliven the journey. The launch leaves Hammersmith
Pier at 9.30 a.m., and the tickets are 3s. for adults and Is. (id.
for children, return. As the number of tickets is limited,
and a large demand is anticipated, application for them
should bo made at once to the Branch secretary, F. Todd,
59 Tunis-road, Shepherds Bush, W.

The Bradford Branch has started an open-air campaign in
the market-place, James-street.

A two nights’ debate will take place on July 1 and 2 at
the Temperance Hall, Leeds-road, Bradford, between the
Rev. A. J. Waldron and Mr. John Grange. The subject for
discussion is, “ Christianity or Secularism: Which is the
Better System for Man V

The Battersea Branch has a brake excursion to ltiddles-
down next Sunday, June 30. Adults’ fares 2s. 6d., children
Is. 3d. A free tea and other refreshments will be given to
the children, according to donations received. Tickets can
be had at the hall, or at outdoor meetings on Sunday
morning and evening. All seats must be booked to-day,
Sunday, June 23.

The Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund acknowledge the
receipt of £36 11s. 9d. collected by Miss Emmeline Robins
and friends of the Finsbury Park Branch of the National
Secular Society. This is an increase of £6 upon the amount
collected last year.
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Mr. Keast informs us that after his lecture in Eastville
Park, Bristol, he, with his wife and little children and Mrs.
Bracey, were attacked by a mob of the C. E. Society savages,
and but for the prompt and brave action of the park-keepers
would have been fit for the Christians’ hospital. This is
what Freethinkers have had everywhere to put up with in
opening new ground in the open air, but by dint of tact and
perseverance they overcome, and in several of our London
parks the C.E.S. people now sing very small indeed. Bristol
Freethinkers should unite to support Mr. Keast in his
arduous task.

It has been decided that the annual outing of the Liverpool
Branch shall be held this year on July 14, when it proposes
fraternising with the Manchester Branch at Chester. Those
who intend to take part are requested to give in their names
as early as possible, in any case not later than the 30th of
this month, in order that proper arrangements may be made.

The Liverpool Daily Post of June 15 devoted a leader to
the career of the Emperor Julian, generally nicknamed “ the
apostate.” It concedes that Julian foresaw in the triumph
of Christianity, as it then was, the extinction of Hellenic
culture and Roman discipline, to be inevitably followed by
the Dark Ages.

Mr. G. L. Mackenzie's contributions to the Freethinker are
appreciated in many quarters. The Boston Investigator, of
May 25, gives his recent poem on Noah's Ark the first place
in its columns.

Mr. J. A. Richardson’s article on “ Wonders in Gozo” is
reprinted from our columns into the Liberator, of Melbourne.

Mr. Edward Clodd is about to put out a book on the story
of “ Joseph the Dreamer”—not the Joseph who dreamt he
was to marry Mary, but the one dealt with in our columns
by “ Veritas.” No doubt he will deal with the Egyptian
Analogue in the Tale of Two Brothers ; but, as the book is
intended for children, the incident of Mrs. Potiphar will
probably be lightly glided over.

The grave of Thomas Paine at New llochello was visited
on Decoration Day by a crowd of Freethinkers. Dr. E. B.
Foote, junr., presided, an ode to Paine by G. E. Macdonald
was sung, and addresses were delivered by T. B. Wakeinan,
Henry Rowley, Henry Frank, and others. A subscription
was opened for a bronze bust of Paine to decorate the Paine
homestead.

Ingersoll is making a wide and deep impression on the
public in America. This is shown by the criticism of the
men of God. The more ignorant are everywhere denouncing
him, while the enlightened, like the Rev. J. T. Sunderland,
in tne Non-Sectarian, confess that, “ as an argument to show
that the Bible is not a supernatural, perfect, and infallible
revelation from God, Mr. Ingersoll's lecture is unanswerable.”
Of course Mr. Sunderland finds Ingersoll’s view of the Bible
inadequate, but he admits that Moses did not write the
Pentateuch, that the Song of Solomon was almost certainly
not written by Solomon, and that we do not know the
author of Job, or Ecclesiastes, or Esther.

Mr. Sunderland says of Ingersoll : “ He is entirely justified
in saying that Genesis contradicts science. The story of the
Flood is unhistoric. There never has been a universal Hood.
The story of the Tower of Babel, and of such an origin of
the different languages of the world as is there represented,
science”declares to be myth, and not fact.” What is this but
admitting that the Christian Church has all along been in
the wrong, and that, consequently, no wise God has had
anything to do with it 1

Signor Bovio's “ St. Paul” caused great excitement on the
occasion of its first performance at Naples. The local
“ Catholic Society” begged the Prime Minister to prohibit
the performance “so as not to risk offending the Catholic
sentiment of the immense majority of the citizens.” A
deputation also waited upon the Prefect, and asked him at
the last moment to stop “ this atrocious offence and serious
insult to the religious sentiment of all Neapolitans.” The
authorities, however, felt unable to interfere. In the even-
ing, says the Daily News correspondent, the theatre was
crowded with students and professors, eager to do honor to
Bovio and liberty of thought.

The Blue Grass Blade, of Kentucky, June 2, has a
remarkably good article on Christianity by Miss May
Collins, a Kentucky young lady, born May 1, 187« She
quotes Mill, Gibbon, Mosheim, Lecky, and Buckle, and comes
to the conclusion that “ if a man named Jesus really lived and
spoke his thoughts, the most likely thing is that ho was a
monk in the College of Alexandria,” and that the Christian
Church has been the greatest enemy of hersex. Mr. Moore,
the editor of the Blade, challenges all the clergy of Kentucky
to meet this nineteen-year-old infidel girl in written debate.
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MR. PUTNAM'S VISIT TO ENGLAND.

EXTRACTS FROM HIS FIRST LETTER.

With banners floating, the “ City of Berlin” neared its g°a
from across the waters, with its wondrous freight of huffl»
hopes and joys.A Intently | watched the surging multijmm
along the wharf to discover the stalwart Watts, for wittiou"
his genial face I should be a pilgrim and a stranger indeed.

Lewas on hand, and by his side George W. Foote; and we
..aved a greeting from deck and shore. After some tedic>ls
preliminaries of landing, unloading, and examining baggagg
etc., we finally made out to shake hands in true English ana

<*nidir> Wqwow omn In flip rm.ilmild coach, whiC*
seemed small compared to our ponderous American cars, u“*
it was elegant and comfortable, and we had a compartin
all to ourselves, which was certainly advantageous, tor
could talk to our hearts’ content, as if at our own firsw e
Judidn't take long to become acquainted with our no
comrade, George W. Foote, who is as open as the day,a”
greets you with the frankness and politeness of a - a
the world. The journey of ninety miles to London w
delightful one. A fresh May day it was._ THE €@
buttercups mingled with the gieen grass in Wide n j
The trees were in blossom. The farmer was_Bleughiag
villages and cities gleamed upon the view,
the heart of London, and | was as hungry as a > on
was about 3 p.in., and | had not eaten since the morning . g
board. There is nothing like a good square mea} t”tﬁimg
the journey and to keep your footing on this solid garth,
really 1 was in such a sort of ecstatic, dreamy state oi n
that | felt | could almost be disembodied and not kno s
I was in London ; just think of it. London ! the marve
city of the world, where you are “in the swim upt,
wonder and joy of the universe. In London, without < . »
the red heart of humanity sweeps its swiftest, gra aJ
tides. Well, we had a long andd'o ous dinner. It fjjngs.
intellectual repast along with delightful material j ~ jUy
Foote is an excellent caterer. He is not a <u
philosopher. With his intellectual vitality lie has a jy
comprehension of the reality of life, and is a wise anc
cosmopolitan.

After dinner \Waits takes saés to his awpn home on
road, Brixton. Through what a bewildering maze we
as the great omnibus rolls along. Over the Thames,
its crowded bosom sparkling beneath you; hy /he~g”j
parks and hundreds oi gardens, miles and miles we " reet9
yet the multitude does not seem to diminish. The a0J
are full, the shops are shining with all manner of g62 ~jck
business is evidently driving. However, Effra-roao, jet
stretches from the Brixton thoroughfare, is almost a ~ Of
as a country lane. It is simply beautiful in the o jlOrc
May, grass and flowers in front of every dwelling, a. ald
ami there almost a forest of trees. In this I°vV oUght
entrancing scenery glows the fireside of our | 103 « dJc
friend, Charles Watts, known in both worlds for jiad !
and brilliant labors. What a hospitable welcome 2.2y
Mrs. Charles Watts will never be forgotten by “ jiaj on
American friends........... What a joyous evening/ sCai'ce®
Effra-road, where the murmur of mighty London [s,, Ul(ei'3
heard, though the great city heaves and tosses andm ~ ajjJ
only a block away. | could scarcely realise that ' = NO'/
I, who had battled together on the frontier ot ~ (o
World, were now again together in the he»1 fOriner
England, thousands of miles from the scenes ot oi d
companionship. multi e

The next day, Saturday, | was busy writing forcﬂ_'o
of letters, and getting off my “ Nows and Notes 'jere'd
Truthseeker, until noon. Then thet%agﬁ@s%neaskt)aﬂon @jjerég
he'is to. take. the cars for ‘Glasgow. EBF § Week fe

- * 1 M—_
lecture and debate in Scotland. We Meet MF. oo « _
station, and bid good-bye to Watts at 2 p.m.j anul) go®‘ic

P2t

Foote takes me to his own homo for dinner. erg O
thither | catch a glimpse of the walls and wil
Holloway prison, where for twelve months Mr- . _ wn
Inckioradpl—the martyr ef liberty—maintal

unflinching courage the rights of a free press els, P1

There are four pretty children, bright as J."j,00te 1
sparkling with health and happiness. iigner f 6Ad
entirely congenial with her husband. ou ptli
aloft t())/ thegtop story, where is the s'%lr'dey Sﬂﬂ fﬁplwoi \
library of my hest. What an array of books he * J
their weight in gold ! What stores of wisdom,
are forgeS the thunderbolts of Freethought, ju
Drops” and “ Sugar Plums” that burn and sl)a,, rOmis®
pages of the 'Freethinker. What a memory and an the

SXmaSftouTof”niis mevevevfla'hiDg

bookiw e Uk r -d ~«intellectual discursiveness £ % ,
t« the Zoological Gardens

and wo witness” 'j 1JesiS through beautif«1b jj,gs,

dim suggestion (f curious and wonderfull »
life. . ... 10118 of Wau himselfin a vast variety of
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~10 “~00”" we. walked through Regent's Park
anfftli"cent park, vast in extent, with great sweeps of green
& , '‘Basses of forest. At times the city is lost in the
,,itches of foliage, and you can easily imagine that you are
f, '1shepherds and their flocks in some Arcadia far away
Iro® the “ madding crowd.”
lootQ*L Regent's Park, on top of the tremendous omnibus,
thun® °Ver ad creation, as if from a moving tower, we
Pp i ?nd rattle to our destination, and Saturday night
lariii I®moonlight splendors over the scene, and dream-
g “ 'lows anon...........

Rfeat ~ evening sparkled along, and with it one of the
add” ,occas*ons of my life. For the first time | was to
antir an audience of English Freethinkers. | trembledin
ter 'Pat'on of it—it meant somuch. England and America
gjar  shake hands, and | hoped there might be nothing to
1t 1le rd°ry of the union. And there was nothing. When
h'ont. 8 tl'e Hall of Science there was a great crowd in
Oeo,J an(l by half-past seven o'clock every seat was
med' and people were standing. | guess there

present, for that is, I understand, the capacity
t° Cj® a'- | like an Entrlish audience. Thev know how

@&sswV uThey do ~ with a vim, a cordiality, athunderous-

s'ch *s truly enlivening. A man who can't talk after
hag cheer as they give must be somewhat like a man who
‘il°rioi° ,Uus'c 'n his soul. It is like martial music, this
Poote ."Gcoine—when we enter the hall—when President

of A larFes to address the people—when the representative
hra(li eri9an Freethought is introduced—when the names of
ary c?u8n> Foote, and Watts are mentioned—when the brief
"ordsTi” message of Ingersoll is read—when the magic
sPeakA tnomas Paine, are uttered, and when finally the

UWHJa rdoses. It was, | must say, a magnificent occasion
aQ success, and with all my heart | thank Foote
litamifl, .a"d other English friends for their generous,

hogj ], ul>mspiring welcome. The thrill of comradeship
ay wiir arld  America is indeed jubilant and far-reaching,
thrm,.iU make the labors of the future more glorious
I' lifmut the world.
pene”\° TCorge W. Foote. He is a born leader. He has a
iMght tr? and independent judgment. He has clear
Breeth;: ¥e understands the situation. 11c comprehends
a nzgplU‘tr ddlero are nO clouds or mists in his intellectual
He has breadth as well as concentration and
8y He is an all-round man, level-headed, brave,
“'Bseein 6df uncompromising, yet intellectually charitable ;
Jesnte , r d° beholds in the principle the inevitable
de«and therefore he is never swung off his balance.
Jregoal n°rVad "ito side issues. He keeps straight on to
k ' i % Hie man of the hour, and the movement in
IJUwi, {F broadening and deepening and strengthening
Anierip!,8 wise conduct.
ice ca knows Watts, vigorous and splendid, and still in
"eii ag Vi,*" his powers. Fortunate it is that we have such
“atts and Foote to lead forward the great Free-
foe¥ rite, in England. They are admirably
'uilnjj, iiOr co-operation ; masterful in their way, and
"hon-ib H'e confidence, support, and affection of the Free-
°Ultiearrny all along the line. Amidst a thousand
ItOKSand disappointments, tliis great army is moving
es i og border, Arthur B. Moss, and others, whose
‘(I detail , I'ereafter mention in conliTEt:‘tion With more
o~ teft TIv*f Hids great movement, are enthusiastic and
Mva<Ji} i orersand standard-bearers, constantly pushing
&ty Tjf « ® banners of our hope, fearless and advancing at
2ft do 1* of the mighty conflict.
tH» n,,/Pve that Ingersoll would havo an audience of
, tI’> first night he spoke in London. The

i _Woil(]°lJle do “ovo alld udmire him ; and no man in the
yfuii-0s U would secure such a welcome as lie. Everybody

tI9”Aig,. he°" is Ingersoll coming I’ It is in the air
I’>a must contribute its noblest flower of genius to

#ga Iporuing | find the oflico of Charles Watts the

- '°, as publisher, is doing a splendlid work for

1In8 hosts of freedom in other lands.
jrature ~ B 1lculture and advancement, for science and

B

c fi< £ d mto the wonderful Cathedral of St. Paul's—a

1J'M sei. .u°ture, indeed ; gloomy, however, as agrave. A

flCx "as going on as we entered. The music was

Prayers between were execrable, and

'Wellj when it came to that dull stuff, we

fgugeJdn such a place as St. Paul’s there should be

¢mesg.f: fhat only can accord with the glory and
C far I archltecture

ori,Y1Jj&ap j0dge, Eondon is the most beautiful city in

' i“lhiik’ 18 not simply immense, a huge bee-hive,
f|0] der Of ' Boss, a rush or millions of people, a rattle and

N itirs 1*Usands °f vehicles; it is a city of gardens, of
g' grass and trees, entlrely in” contrast with
felti_ oth l N°w Fork, or any other city that | know

Sas Lon can h°ast of so many and such large
<wfr" 8ard mon mand besides the parks there are iunumer-
‘eet {9 L'ont and rear of the houses on almost

renl Hvery Londoner wants a garden, and lie will

a house without a garden. There is, therefore,
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a charming mingling of country life with this great city.
There are many quiet nooks where you are embowered with
green foliage and flowers of all hue; and in the busiest
streets verdant spaces flash upon the view. Wherever there
is a chance to put a tree, there a tree grows. At this
season of the year, with the glorious sunshine of May
flooding all, the views are simply enchanting. The sweet-
ness and beauty of nature greet you amidst the art and
splendor of man’s achievement. Along with the thousands
of gardens and hundreds of parks and squares, there is the
Thames river, with its ever-changing magnificent water
views, its bridges, its boats, its ships and barges, the vast
and splendid architecture on either side—historic buildings,
towers and domes, far as the eye can reach.

I like the great omnibuses. How they roll along crowded
with passengers on top. There is where | like to get. It is
something of a climb, out you feel quite elated when you sit
down twenty feet in air and go bowling along as if you were
riding a comet. What sights are presented as you dash
through the surges of London life !

The hansom cabs are fine, too—easy and cheap. There
are thousands of them, and they glide merrily along like
gondolas on a river. No matter in what part or the city you
may be, these cabs are always at hand.

They keep the streets clean here. Boys and men are all
the time at work with shovels, “ dust-pans,” etc. If a
particle of dirt accumulates, it is instantly brushed away.
The streets are like a floor.

The rush of traffic is enormous. Oftentimes, ata crossing,
a long array of vehicles awaits the passage of another array.
The police, by a simple motion of the arm, regulate the
passage. There is no talk or dispute. Now one procession
moves on, and then the other. You have to take a good
look when you cross the street, and then make a dash.
Every day in London you would think that nobody was at
home, and that everybody was on the go. It is like an
everlasting festival clay. It beats New Jerusalem all to
pieces. Nobody would want to go to heaven so long as lie
could stay in London and see the sights. The angel Gabriel
might blow his trumpet, and it would not disturb a single
soul. They are used to all sorts of noises here. Even the
resurrection would not be a very surprising affair in such a
cosmopolitan place as London. Samuel P. Putnam.

— 2Vuthsee/cer.

MR. PUTNAM'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Me. Chaeles Watts has made the following lecturing
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam \—

June 23, Manchester; 24, Derby;
Sheffield.

July G Chester-le-Street Branch (lecture held at West
Pelton Co-operative Hall at G.30); 7, Newcastle-on-Tyne;
14, Bristol; 1Gand 17, Plymouth ; 21, Birmingham.

August 11, Failsworth ; 18, Leicester ; 25, Liverpool.

Special Note.—Through an error Mr. Putnam has July 28
at liberty. Any Branch requiring that date should write
to Mr. Watts at once.

Mr. Putnam will return to New York on Sept. 7, there-
fore friends who havo not engaged him should communi-
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any of the
above towns requiring week-night lectures should arrange
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their district on
the Sunday.

25, Nottingham; 30,

Is Man a Religious Animal?

We do not share the idea that “man is by nature a
religious animal,” or that we have “ a religious sense” that
must bo accommodated at the expense of the truth. Manis
no more a religious animal than ho is a whiskey-drinking
animal. A little child possesses neither the fear of God nor
the thirst for liquor, and but for certain environments would
neither pray to God nor drink whiskey. He learns from
association and example to do both. The most that can be
admitted is that the habit of praying through a long series
of generations has, by heredity, implanted in us some
susceptibility to superstition, by means of which associa-
tion, example, and jiersuasion may the more easily develop
in our minds the religious sentiment.—J. D. Shaw.

It was on a Sunday afternoon, and the little boy had just
come home from church. Seating himself in the chimney
corner, he burst out crying, and would not eat his dinner.
“ What are you crying for, my boy 7’ asked his father. *“ 1lhe
minister's text was,'Ye must be born again,’ and | am
afraid that 1| shall be a gall next time,” replied the
precocious youngster.
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SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS.—IX.

James Watson.

The subject of my present sketch was one of those quiet,
unassuming, unobtrusive workers, whose services to the
good old cause are too little known, but, where known,
should be highly appreciated. Born of poor parents in an
obscure town, Maltén, in Yorkshire, September 21, 1799, a
taste for reading led him in a Freethought direction.
Employed at Leeds, he became acquainted with such Radical
works as Wooler's Black Dwarf, Cobbett's Register, and
Carlile’s Republican. When Carlile was imprisoned with
his wife and sister for selling blasphemous publications, he
appealed to lovers of free discussion to serve in the shop.
Humphrey Boyle was the first volunteer from Leeds. He
was arrested, tried, and sentenced to eighteen months’
imprisonment. When sentenced, May 27, 1822, Boyle
remarked : “ 1 have a mind, my lord, that can bear such a
sentence with fortitude.” Of similar stuff was James
Watson, the second volunteer from Leeds. He, too, was
arrested in February, 1823, for selling Palmer’s Principles of
Nature. His trial took place on April 23. In his defence
he endeavored to prove from the Bible that Palmer was
justified in what he had written, but the judge told him he
“might quote from the Bible, but not comment upon it.”
He was convicted and sentenced to twelve months’ imprison-
ment in Coldbath Fields Prison, and to find bail for good
behavior for two years. In prison Watson read Hume,
Gibbon, and Mosheim, which he said “ would have made me
a Freethinker if | had not been one before.” He afterwards
conducted Richard Carlile’s business until Carlile’s libera-
tion from Dorchester Gaol in November, 1825, and then
became a compositor on Carlile’s Republican. Attacked by
cholera, he was nursed by Julian Hibbert, who employed
him on his own projects, giving him his own type and
presses, and at his death leaving him alegacy of £500. In the
meantime Watson suffered another six months’ imprisonment
for selling Hetherington’s unstamped Poor Man's Guardian.
With the legacy from Hibbert, James Watson constituted
himself a sort of society for promoting useful knowledge.
He set up as bookseller and publisher, issued many Free-
thought works, such as D’Holbach’s System of Nature,
Volnoy's Ruins of Empires, Paine’'s Age of Reason and
Common Sense, Palmer’'s Principles of Nature, Francis
Wright's Few Days in Athens and her Lectures, R. D. Owen’s
discussions and pamphlets, Shelley’s Queen Mab and Masque
of Anarchy, Byron’s Cain and Vision of Judgment, J. Clarke’s
Letters to Adam Clarke, Godwin'’s Political Justice, Lamenais’
Modern Slavery, Evans Bell's Task of To-day, Powell’s Bible
of Reason, Yahoo, Ecce Homo, Human Origin of Christianity,
Hume’s Miracles, Diderot’'s Thoughts on Religion, Lawrence’s
Lectures on Man, Engleduo’'s Physiology, Dr. T. Cooper’s
Rights of Free Discussion, T. Cooper’'s (the Chartist)
Purgatory of Suicides, Southwell’s Impossibility of Atheism,
Holyoake’s Rationalism, Logic of Facts, etc.

The list is a goodly one, though far from complete. It
represents valuable works, tending in the direction of
mental emancipation and of political and social reform ;
works tabooed by the privileged classes, and many of which
they had sought to suppress. Let it be remembered, too, that
the cheap publication of such works was the direct incentive
to that rivalry of new cheap literature intended to counter-
act the supposed pernicious effect of the dissemination of
“infidelity and sedition.” | do not scruple to say that, by
his publications, James Watson did more for the real
education of the people than some vaunted societies and
wealthy firms with all the inlluence of respectability at
their back. His publications, though cheap, were not or the
“cheap and nasty” order. They were neat, well printed,
and snowed throughout a publisher who loved sound
thought and sound work in every department. Mr. W. J.
Linton, his friend for forty years, says: “ There was no
mistaking an edition by J. Watson. To him life and all its
circumstances were to be kept in wholesomeness, though
means of beautifying might fail him. The pride of the poor
man was his. His honesty should be clean skinned and
pure, if his clothes were threadbare; his public appearance,
as his home, ever dignified, made worthy of respect.
Serving in his shop, he had pleasant and informing words
for all who sought his wares ; the character of this or that
book about which you asked might be trusted to his
judgment. His conversation, if you cared to make acquaint-
ance with it, supplemented what he sold—what he had
given, if apostles in his day had l)een able to print and live
without death. He was of the stuff of those old
martyrs who smiled when they were flayed alive ; who
thrust their hands into fire to pluck out unharmed their
more tender souls. For the respect in which his probity
and his business qualities were held, his name as treasurer
of subscriptions in aid of political sufferers may be voucher
enough. He was one to whom you might have trusted
untold gold ; he could not have wronged you of the smallest
coin.” Mr. Linton gives a pleasant instance of how principle
was more than profit with Watson. Tn’'38 Linton projected
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a cheap library, for the people, of extracts from
beyond the purchasing reacn of working men. Watson
before him the difficulties, and, finding him resolute, oH
him (a nameless stranger) his books and services. '
the account was made up he found there was no charg *
folding and stitching. Watson had been sure the.
could not pay, and he and his wife had folded and stit
every copy to save Linton so much expense. Taes
By judicious investments in works of solid value, J
Watson served the cause in perhaps the most effective
in which it can be served—by the spread of its htera
He did this more for the sake of propaganda than for P*
but by economy he was able to retire when between .j
and sixty. On January 23, 1854, a public tribute was X0y-
to him at the Literary Institution, Jolm-street, r11 p
square, at which Mr. W. D. Saull presided, and Messr mj

Cooper, R. Moore, W. J. Birch, R. Le Blond, and
Holyoake testified to his great services to the Freetn @
cause. He lived at Norwood until November 29, 1°' > jl6

in Norwood Cemetery a plain granite obelisk heal
following inscription : “ James Watson, 1874. Erected3]
few friends as a token of regard for his integrilL ,e
character and his brave efforts to secure the right o
speech and a free and unstamped press.” A Memoir, j O
friend, W. J. Linton, to which | am indebted for m fig
these particulars, has a copy of Watson’s photograi
frontispiece, and is a modest, yet not unworthy, me

of a sterling though little-known Freethinker. P

IS THE BIBLE A FIT SCHOOL BOOK'

Are there really obscene passages in it, passag "
and indecent that teach no moral 1 If it can asﬂ\z{i,lw
tliere are such, there can be no question as to its poo3
idir a sihobl Mowk. T thiére ape rrors amd caitradi DN
that a thoughtful student can easily seg, it is unfit for a tftGe

book, as it is a part of his education to be right an and
NN

errors. If the book in all its parts is not instruct!
decent—that is, if it cannot be read without dictatio ‘' {ge
what parts, it is not a fit school book. For instance, &
book cannot be opened at random and read from, for
before an assembly of children of both sexes; it w u
a school book. . clCtorib
If any passage cannot be intelligently and sawsi ga&
explained to a pupil of inquiring mind, it loses Its' I0uF
a school book. To say that certain passages chiiio

purposely obscene to teach us a moral would be 1 rjegi»
as giving a boy a lot of cheap detective and love ® racter3
prder that he might not follow in the steps of the <mrea(jjng

the stories. In young minds it is very often the
of such that puts the wrong ideas in their heads. rapes,
That some of the Old Testament stories of "rl Of o«r

murders, etc., are more degrading than the cheapen jegr*

novels, goes without saying. Was there ever a
dingand obscene expression or command than that ~ >oulo

in Numbers xxi. 17,'18? | say that any man tha “jng
even have such thoughts in his head, not speaking o ‘r;ting*
them in execution, is not fit to be copied, nor bis' aiiu

TQ, have such put in the way otoRij Vhos
peihe
"oK,
e thew,
ep *7
(Isce«
JleIT

L amywhiere,
innocent children, whose minds are not matured, a”
reasoning powers are already dwarfed becausei
compelled to believe the doctrines taught 1D
without any intelligent explanations, is an
really moral parent or guardian should forbid-
indecent books from the schools ; if the Bible ha
passages, it should not be excepted

How to Help Us. , ftPd

10 tako a fow * Pi03 of the

& & utoUB ' eua« n g Pto take the cop«*

“t,SSS (‘Emm‘&"d*»u.uu “ a

m / “tW S “ntl Ih®”

»»ts 3 B S & S s i*7t
corner ,"* I or a'nong the audiences around

nf erPreachers

(6) Cet your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

r in clliA
Some English, French, and American missmncryinf?
have been wrecked, and the religious press a  7jigio™y
for “a firm policy.” > Some of the apostles <€ vhernt
peace do not contrive to commend themscl' (™ npO\w
go, and always want the gospel backed up by 8
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BOOK CHAT.

lamblichus on the Mysteries.

Me, Bertram Dobell, of 77 Charing Cross-road, has pub-
Med a second edition of lamblichus on the Mysteries of the
Chaldeans, and translated from the
lg&" by Thomas Taylor. The first edition was issued in
from the printer at Chiswick, “for the translator,
Jr-place, Walworth.” The work is worth some attention,
on account of the author, the translator, and the
Present publisher.
6 author Jamblichus, of Chalcis, N. Syria, was one of
Vv ?s® neo-Platonists who, about the time of Constantine,
sougBt to stay the progress of the Christian supersti-
e T by an eclectic Theosophic philosophy drawn from the
earl 6r 72”Bs. He was a pupil of Porphyry, one of the
fy opponents of Christianity, but did not altogether
S T HS*“ aster. His followers called him “ wonderful’
off divine” teacher, while the Emperor Julian said
}, 'Ini>in his fourth oration, that “ he was posteriorin time,
.. Rot in gemins, to Plat®” His Platonism was much
Sgg‘ﬁj F*th oriental ideas and speculations. He lets us
and pt Philosophical notions with which the later Egyptian
w Chaldean priests explained their religion. Jamblichus
nw P rohably more indebted to Pythagoras, whose life he
ote, than to Plato.
mii?mhlichus teaches a kind of Theosophy, but it is not the
Imt f;rn Blavatskyite Theosophy of “ esoteric Buddhism,”
of Jy® genuine ancient wisdom religion, the inner doctrine
doctp Prieste, to whom mysticism was philosophy. Its
Thoi/H*3 Was essentially Pantheism. In the words of
tionfu Paylor>the translator (pp. xii. and xiii. of Introduc-
the fi.  All beings proceed from, and are comprehended in,
iot~t being ; all intellects emanate from one first
frOm <°t >all souls from one first soul ; all natures blossom
and 10tT ~rst nature ; and all bodies proceed from the vital
"ona)lmnous Body of the world. And, lastly, all these great
tW '“are comprehended in the first ones, from which both
ir;»and all their depgnding ieries are unfolded into light.”
or, as Taylor more properly calls it,
Vjfli of Jamblichus consists in his teaching how union
"The p 'ino is to be obtained. The work is prefaced by
“bicii pP~tie of Porphyry to the Egyptian Anebo,” in
of j» Beinquires and expresses his doubts as to the relation
And\h '°the gods. The work itself purports to bo “ The
slutin °l ~le Preceptor Abammon” to this epistle, and a
fa’nn  'be doubts contained in it. The solutions of this
they a, ecadent will hardly satisfy the modern mind ; but
m°St interesting as exhibiting a curious stage in
grada?. 'Bought, combining an attempt to account for the
inga of being in the universe with the hope of obtain-
adefT'Pernatural elevation to the powers of man, and with
ce of the principles and practices of Polytheism.
It' . * * *
'be timQOlrious t° nc,te the attention given to Jamblichus at
°t thP°\r 'be Pagan Renaissance. Editions of this work
1570 j- ysteries were published in 1483, 1497, 151G, 1550,
K b val 6?' \ath and_at Oxford, with a Latin_transla-
Og.0-y ale, in 1078. Giordano Bruno refers to it in his
%ay8 th | and Taylor, the translator of Jamblichus,
u 5 me°dern critics “ perceive only his little
T cdlen s>but have not even a glimpse of his surpassing
wej kb e They minutely notice the motes that are scat-
‘tigoraf- ° sunbeam of his genius, but they feel not its
tIn8 warmth, they see not its dazzling radiance.”

N a wanslator, Thomas Taylor, the Platonist (1758-1835),
. ePenrl ar™able man, both for his scholarship and his
7UW \wotbnCG of thought. He professed himself a Pagan,
I letc r.Ran argument in defence of Polytheism, entitled
Sbu» arvitéryl of Religion. He devoted his life to frans-
tr'ipus p defending the works of Plato, Aristotle, Porphyry,
Aows- 1foclus, and Julian ; and is said to have been so
4o @ Pagan that be saasificed a bull to.Zeus. This
Jtain if Pr°bably unfounded, for he was a vegetarian,
alible | 18that he was a modern Pagan, and one of con-
j>s° comPgwerg of mind and elevation of character. He
important articles to Valpy's Classical
pSAssert = works are now extremely scarce and dear.
r 6P reC on the Eleusinian and Bacchic Mysteries has
Li Presnn.y reprinted at New York, and the publisher of
I'aTved't!t T'ume holds out the hope that it may be
\K \pufepublication d&f other works /by Thomas
6 Would especially commend to his attention
.e% o nts °f Celsus and Julian against Christianity and
'tfibut“i/siewi of Religion, upon which last Mr. Wheeler

u s°’me articles to the National Reformer.

y >'he publisher, is a bookseller of taste. Ho not
agood thing when ho sees it, but the fact that

THE FREETHINKER.

397

it is caviare to the multitude does not prevent his trying to
get the literature he appreciates before the fit, though few.
This is seen in his publication of the works of James
Thomson (B.V.), and the pains he has taken in many ways
to make that gifted poet known. The present volume is a
fac simile of the original edition, which is so rare that the
British Museum copy is imperfect. It reflects credit on the
publisher, and we trust it will meet such success as to
encourage him to reproduce other, and, as we think, more
important, works of Thomas Taylor.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A WISE DENIAL.
TO THE EDITOR OP “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Kindly do me justice by publishing this letter in
the next issue of the Freethinker. In the present issue |
find the following : “Is it true that a Christian Evidence
lecturer at Liverpool is in the habit of asking opponents
their names and addresses ? Is it true that an opponent
gave his name and address a few Sundays ago 1l Is it true
that on the following Tuesday he was dismissed from his
employment on a certain railway 7’

If the above insinuations refer to myself, let me say that
they are absolutely false. There is not an iota of truth in
the whole matter. Geo. Wise.

MUTUAL HELP.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Mark Twain, or somebody else, said : “ If you want
to get on, join the Methodists and start a shop,” the
meaning of which is obvious. Let us Freethinkers learn of
the enemy to help each other. | think we ought to go out
of our way to put work in the hands of our brother and
sister Secularists, and if they keep a shop a quarter of a
mile farther away than the nearest of its kind we ought to
deal there. Known Freethinkers are avoided by religious
bigots, and their brothers-in-arms should endeavor to make
up for what they lose in this way by their steady support.

A. Guest.

PROFANE JOKES.

A clergyman, named Fiddle, refused to accept the title of
D.D., because, as he said, he “ didn't want to be called the
llev. Ichabod Fiddle, D.D.”

Parker—*“ 1 would join the church if it wasn't full of
hypocrites.” Tucker—*“ Oh, you are mistaken about that.
There’s always room for one more.”

Tired Child (at church)—*“ Mamma, how much did you
put in the collection?” Mother—“ A penny, my dear.”
Tired Child—" Well, the preacher gives an awful lot for his
money.”

School Teacher—* If you had your choice, Willie, would you
rather be as wise as Solomon, as great as Julius Cassar, as
rich as Croesus, as eloquent as Demosthenes, as tall as
Goliath, or as good as the prophet Elijah?” Willie—"1'd
rather be a drummer in a brass band.”

THE LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

councit meeting held at the Hall of Science, June 13 ; the
President in the chair. Present : Messrs. C. Watts, J. M.
Wheeler, 1L Forder, G. Standring, W. Il. Baker, G. Ward,
M. Loafer, W. G. Renn, F. Schaller, S. Il. Thomson, G. J.
Warren, A. Wheeler, Miss Vance, and the Secretary.
Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed.
Treasurer’s report received. The information obtained by
the Secretary re Annual Excursion was discussed, and on
the motion of Mr. Renn, seconded by Mr. Forder, Clacton-
on-Sea was decided upon, price of return tickets to be 3s,
children half price. Messrs. Ward, Renn, Schaller, and Miss
E. M. Vance were then elected as an Excursion Committee.
It was decided that the Annual Collection by Branches in
aid of the funds of the Federation should take place in
July, the actual Sunday to be left to the discretion of the
Branches. Monthly lists for July were ordered to be printed,
particulars for which must be received by June 24.
N.B.—The President having kindly undertaken the
responsibility of providing the heavy deposit required by
the Railway Company on account of the Excursion, it is
particularly requested that all secretaries will push the sale
of tickets, and remit to the undersigned at their early
convenience. Annie Brown, lioNn. oec.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” i not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.): 7, musical selections ; 7.30,
Charles Watts, “ A Christian’'s Delusions : Christ and Death.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8 30,
social gathering for N.S.S. members and friends. Tuesday, at 9, dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30,
It. Border, “ A Chat with the Devil and a Peep into Hell.”

Finsbury Park Branch (91 Mildmay Park): Monday, at 8, Meeting
of members.

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.16,
Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ John Keats and the Sense of Beauty.”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane) : 7,
Henry Spence, “ Practical Evolution.”

Open-Air Propaoanda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, J. Fagan, “ Is there a God?” 7.15,
A. G. Hertzfeld, “ Secularism and Social Questions.”

Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Tales from the
Gospels.”

Clerkenwell Green: 1130, C. James, “ Christianity the Foe of
Liberty and Progress.”

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, Stanley Jones will lecture. Thursday, at
8, O. James will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “ Modern Shams
and Delusions.” (Collection on behalf of Sam Staudring.)

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.15 George Standring,
“ Christianity v. Humanity”; 3.15, A. Guest, “ Missions Unglorified.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, J. Fagan will lecture.
Thursday, at 8.30, S. E. Easton, “ What must | Do to be Saved ?”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 3.30, F. Haslam will
Wednesday, at 8, Stanley Jones will lecture.

Istington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) :
“ Recipes for Happiness.”

Kitburn (High-road) : 7, M. Pack will lecture.

Kingstland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, S. E. Easton
will lecture.

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, a lecture.

Mile End W aste : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Mohammed and his Bible.”

O1d Pimlico Pier: 11.30, W. Heaford, “The Historical Basis of
Christianity.”

Regent'sPark (near Gloucester Gate): 3, a lecture.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, Stanley Jones, “ The
Origin of the Bible ” ; 3.15, W. Heaford, “ Christ and His Teachings.”

W ood Green (Jolly Butchers' Hill) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Old
Faith and the New 7, C. James will lecture. Thursday, at 8, 0. Cohen
will lecture.

lecture.

11.30, A. Guest,

COUNTRY.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen's-road. New Brompton) :
Sunday-school ; 7, T. Thurlow, “ Jesus v. Home."

Hur1 : Monday, at 8.30, members’' meeting at Mr. Simpson’s, 134 Great
Thornton-street, to arrange annual picnic

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, Mr. Hammond,
“ The Metamorphosis of Christianity.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, S. P.
Putnam, “ Freethought and Morality 3, “ Christianity and Woman”;
G.30, “ Christ and the Nineteenth Century.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
7,“ Nunquam’s Confession—a Criticism of The Hammer,” by a Clarionette.

South Shields (Sailors’ and Firemen’'s Union Hall, Coronation-
street) : 7, R. Mitchell, “ The Atonement.”

2.45,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Bristol (Eastville Park, lower end): 7, W. Treasure will lecture.

Chatham (corner of the New Brompton-road, High-street): 11.15, T.
Thurlow, “ The Unpardonable Sin.”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, C. Cohen will lecture.

South Shields (Market Place): 3, R. Mitchell, “ The Fall.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. ConEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—June 23, New-

castle-on-Tyne ; 27, Wood Green ; 30, m. Victoria Park, a. Regent’s Park,
e. West Ham.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.— June 23,

m. Victoria Park; 26, Hyde Park; 30, m. Battersea, a. Victoria Park,
e. Deptford.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—June 23
m. Wood Green, e. Tottenham ; 30, in. Olerkenwell, a. Finsbury Park.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—June 23, Chatham.

; Julg 17, m.
Kingsland. !

THE JERUSALEM STAR.

. in Journalism,
Reoorts of Biblical Events Up to Date. No. | Now Ready. Original

Report of Noah's Flood ; “ Milk and Honey ” by Le-vitty-cuss ; Etc.
10ne Halfpenny. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C

Prico Twoponco,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible.

By J. M. WHEELER.

A Demonstration of tho Biblical Doetrino of Dovils, suitable
for circulation among Christians.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

THE FREETHINKER.

THE BIRTH

June 23, 1895

OF CHRIST

A CHAPTER FROM
Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
G. W. FOOTE.

Most Thorough Analysis

and Exposure of the Gospe

Story by a Master Hand.)

Price Sixpence.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Freethought

Crimes of Christianity.
J. M. Wheeler.
Authorities.

Vol. 1. By
Hundreds of exact references to
No pains spared to mako

Publications.

G. W. Fof%T'id
“u,rld-
it a complete,

worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters: — 1, Christ to Constantino;

Hypatia; .3 Monkery;

2, Constantly”.

4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious * ' .i0,

6, Rise of tho Papacy ; 7, Crimes of tno Popes; 8, Per®

of tho Jews ; 9, The Crusades.

Cloth, gilt, 216 pp-, 2s. 8 m fir

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being tho Sepher Tddoth v 6
Book of the Generation of Josus. With an Historical , Jer,
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. y js
Paper covers, 6d.; superior edition, suporfino paper, cloth, * s

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship and other ,,neri°r
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Whoeler. Illustrated, 8 |
paper, 2s. 6d. abd

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All ASesloth

Nations.
7s. 6d.
Darwin Made Easy.

London University. This
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.
Essays in Rationalism.

By J. M. Wheeler.

Handsomely bound i
of

By Dr. Edward B. Avcling, Foll0j!;0n of
is the best popular expos

/Athe>st

By Charles Robert Newman (A ~
Brother of tho late Cardinal Newman).

With a Preface Dy j)0Oler-

Jacob Holyoake, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring 9/ ?stpap°r

Edited by G. W. Foote and W. 1> Ball.

ConT Ic” jund o'

covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfino paper,

cloth, 2s.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. Inge'so!l™

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth 4s. 6d.

Defence of Freethought.
A Five Hours' Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
6d.

The Gods. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reasonl A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Grimes against Criminals:
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraiiam Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

The Three Philanthropists.
2d.

Love the Redeemer.
Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Last Words on Suicide.

2d.

2d.

God and the State._2a
an Qﬁostic'

Why am |

Parti. 2d. AGHOSIIC!
Why am | an

Part Il. 2d. Reply 10
paitii and Fact.

Dr. Field. Zd. , r
God and Man.Second repv

to Dr. Field. 2d. ,
The Dying Creed. 2d.
The Limits of Toleratd

A Discussion with theBon- =,

(ZZgudcrt andGov. S. L. Wood

The Household of Fal

Alz’qt and Morality. 2«
Go | Blaspheme? 2d. ,

The Clergy and CoB
Sense. _2d.

ocial Salvation. 2d.
-Marriage and Divorce-

Agnostic’s View. 2d
Skulls. 2d.

he Great Mistake.
Live Topics, id. s
Myth and Miracle- i0'
Real Blasphemy. I(I-
Repairing the ldols. y
Christ and Miracles.
Creeds & SruiiTVALIL"™-

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, F.C.

Read “ THE TRUTH seeker

Monthly, Price Id.

Edited *bhy JOHN GRANGE-

°f all Nowsagots to ordor.

Wholesalo, Mr. Ford°r
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

H°ME CONSULTATIONS—ro am. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m.y$s. Patients Visited.

QMEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

ToC* ~kles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
tion Tyr Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
C’Ifis lijousness, Eczema, lllackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
The ltched ~omPa'nts> P e~fness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

(EDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Hair™nH ~ rtt“es on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the

the ti“S Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
C°ugh p-n' %or Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Amoursk” gworm* Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

"MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. llIl. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

QPecnfri Nrtt’es on No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-

JPmesdc Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
Attractjv to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
VaricOse v = Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Winter f' Inu’ “~oils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
Mercury OUE"» Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Milk ~rt'ces on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
AQsonintT  "p™*'. Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
other Art- i”ordcs> Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and
Lice, ChiopS ~ so Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
derpes /.p en'Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
em?a>Sciat™Mter °r .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ-

Tiffrv*.llca: Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

NEdical essays. Vol.V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

llcalm on Pure Water. The Mouth. Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for

Joensil °d raining’ Bl6od Tetting, Nose Bleeding, Felen-or TWhitlew -lngrewing

A ‘Hachfe, Bgil, |d in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,

.JVeIHs % 9orE Mout ., St. ¥itus®Dance, Goftre, Mumps, Inffamed Eyes and
It& Anting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,

A p- mS Scalds. Bruises, etc.

BYagi*\Ve Yolumes, peggly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free,

'\§‘T%Rr’\5f.lc MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

~°unds

Diet ™~ | ISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. Post free for 7d.
CONgmvViLDIGESTION. Post free for 7d.
4U tl OPTION : ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.

=jjj ese Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order.

A 110nVPE MPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.
All * FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

minUnications to be addressed to— *
DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

4s

THE BEST BOOK

. °N NEO-MALTHUSIANISM 1S, I BELIEVE,
I"UE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISWI.

,e0 By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post free.

J}°st to kdng the information within the reach of the poor, the
' °hE pgkw 1Parts °f the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
*° 2ett P03t free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
The AP = free-
la' "dettlona™Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’
iwihttaiart A ' 's an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
M, n th®ry and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
SS~hsim ' phe special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
atioll j cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-

for fam-pa™pP~'et a P'a’n statement of the physical and moral
low” A imitation with a plain account of the means by which it

I”st Possibl’ and an oiler tO concerne<* °f the requisites at the

Otfets have’'0? of t~e Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
e Trad@lao sP°ken of it in very high terms.
itrorder. auPP"ed by B. Foiider, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
j should be sent to the author.

\“H°LMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

< Rendell’'s “W.ife's Friend”

Mrs. Besaut in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
. */*&H ndbotﬁ(, p. 51. Made solely by J. Pui.LKN, 15
" tiyiegtrep; Glerkenwell) 25 per doz., post free (reduction in larger

or particulars send stamped envelope.

rewiEof  VIPORTANT GAUTION
Plin Ws *“ ?seles8 imitations substituted by some dealerB and chemists,
WY int. rfell & Go. " and “ 0. W. Bwidall ” being speciously and
Lo< °duce<” f° deceive the public.
°K for AUTOGRAPN Begisthrkd Trade Mark

. No. 182,688.
1S Bed
Olr each Box, without wmcn None are Genuine.
KAIKE Dr™nn”e’ w't* Vertical and Bceverse Current, 3s. Gd, la. Gd,,
rf * °utt’'sOui .a'frey’'s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.
* RPm mne Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

DelLL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.
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64 pp., price 3d., by post 4d.,

THE

HALL OF SCIENCE
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A
FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

LEEDS ORGIES.”

Edited, with

“THE

Introduction,
BY
G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethougllt. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d.

Flowers of Frecthought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. B. Gladstone’s “ Im-

pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. Gd.
Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.
Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Inhdel Death-Beds. Second odition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. Gd.; superior odition, in cloth, Is.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of tho Claims
of Josus Christ to bo considered the Savior of the World. Gd.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Throo Hours’ Address to tho Jury
boforo Lord Coleridge. With a Special I'rofaco and many Foot-
notos. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into tho Montal
Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magoo on
the Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist.
in Fivo Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’'s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro. All Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
2d.

3d.

A Lio

Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) Tho Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and tho Apple, 1d.; (3) Cain
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id.;
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id. (11)
Jonah and tho Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin
Mother, 2d.; (14) Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
Id.; (1G) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers.
and what tho Pooplo do for Royalty.

Showing what Royalty docs for the Pooplo,
2d.

London: Robert Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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Friends,—

THE FREETHINKER.

June 23, 189%.

My message to you this week is brief, but full of truth and very important. |
have just secured over 10,000 yards of Trouserings in First-class Worsteds and Woollens.
It has been a rather big speculation, hut the goods were extremely cheap, less than two-thirds

their ordinary value.

| have now some grand bargains to offer you.

Don't delay, but send in your orders at once.

I know the goods will please you, and you cannot spend your money on clothing to greater

advantage.
PRICES.

Trousers to Measure 9s. per pair.

Three Pairs Trousers to Measure for 25s. 6d.

Six Pairs Trousers to measure for 48s.
One Trousers’ Length for 5s. 6d.
Three Trousers’ Lengths for 15s.

Six Trousers’' Lengths for 27s.

TROUSERS

INCHES
A, Round Waist over Trousers ......
B, Round Seat......ccccccooeecvviiieeirieiiinenns
E to D, Inside Leg Seam................
F so G, Full Length of Trousers......
11, Round Thigh .
I, Round Knee
J, Round Bottom
Please say Lined or Unlined..............

(Lined Gd. extra.)

Side or Cross Pockets.......cccoeeevvenunns

Solicit orders from your friends; you will not only he doing them a good turn, hut

you can make profit for yourself.
bargain.

2 and 4 Union-street, Bradford.

“The Clacton Tea-Table,”
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, CLACTON-ON-SEA.

Spécialité—Is. Ordinary, 12.30 to 3.
Tea fresh for every customer. Furnished Apartments.
Also “ Brunswick Confectionery,” Pier Avenue.
Proprietor, H. Foyster.

COALS! COALS! COALS!

MESSRS. FRANCIS E. WOOD & CO. are supplying good Parlor Coal,
suitable for all purposes, at IGs. Gd. per Ton. Hot Kitchen Coal, 14s.

R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good.”
W. J. Ramsey writes : “ | am well satisfied with your Parlor Coal.”

Orders to 206 York-road, King’s Cross. Depots all over London.

O FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great

Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street).

Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.

PANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. Gd. each ; npper

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.

If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, los.; stopping, 2s. 6d.: extraction,
Is. ; painless by gas, 6s.

Colonel Ingersoll’'s Great Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Send on your cash, and

| promise you a most wonderful

Yours very truly,
J. W. GOTT.

Freethought Headquarters

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

In order to provide Suitablo Headquarters for tho Scci
in London, which shall also be aworthy Memorial of its
Charles Bradlaugh, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (Limited)

jeackr>

has been formed under the Friendly Society’'s Acts. Oft ' . cWeS

Mr. G. W. Foote, President ofthe N.S.S., is Chairman,

one of the Directors is, and must be, also a member of gecu*?.
This can only be done by tho assistance of the wn #re »

Party, who aro hereby appealed to earnestly. Thesn g8 br-

each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on apphcat Ai notF
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two m°n
must be given.

FOB31 OF APPLICATION.

Gentlemen,— %%glar
Please allot me........... Shares in tho “ Nationa””~tl1
Hall Society, Limited,” on account of which allotment | (57‘
hand you tho sum of........... pounds........... shillings, being  jigrew
o) U pounds........... shillings per sharo thereon. -*n  goJety>
agreo that, if admitted a Shareholder in tho nbove-nsmc ~ U
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its bye-lav’'s

from time to time in force.

Name (infull).
Postal address .

Occupation (if any)

CUT THIS OUT AND FILL &

and forward (with remittance) to tho Secretar

MISS E. M. VANCE,
28 Stonecutter-street, London, EnG.
atter-

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stoned
London, E.O.



