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WRIGGLING.

Enc Ifecently printed a long letter from the Rev. C. L.
O~trom, Secretary of the Christian Evidence Society.
p . reply to it appeared in the same number of the
a and in the following number there appeared
at; r r entary rePty ky Mr* S. P. Putnam, whose lecture
Mr 4r Science had been brought under discussion.
pa' Angstrom now reprints his letter in the form of a
He i eb under the title of Christianity and Secularism.
the °eSn°k rePrint our reply and Mr. Putnam'’s, and let
eXjgonJroversy tell its own story. That is too much to
the C *rom even most plausible Christian. Yet it is
DIlIriQ0Urse prefer, and always endeavor to follow.
Ollr controversy with the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes
sMes tefai'd to the “ Atheist Shoemaker” we gave both
juderv,0* case> leaving our readers to form their
kept °nt uPon the facts; while our opponent studiously
inu °\Sy word of our side of the case from appearing
. f tlodid Times' .
his re enSstrom has chosen his own method. In front of
Wor(P'mte'liotter to the Freethinker ho puts some “ Last
e)] on Mr. Putnam’s reply, and afteritsome “ Notes”
ketwn °'Vn aisticle. Thus his letter is neatly sandwiched
Mrc»tw ° slices of vindication,
the w] tngstriirn wastes a whole page over a trifle, and
his ty”~ In which he wastes it throws a strong light upon

chairm 'y cv>denee. He stated in his letter that, as
sion. at Mr. Putnam’s lecture, we discouraged discus-
M. jj ~ . w° denied, and Mr. Putnam denies it too.
friend adduces the corroboration of an anonymous

«6 ainlr WS Wik°® was present, and with two against two
We lgnks he has proved his assertion “ up to the hilt.”
Wished ° ,Understand, after this, how Mr. Engstrom is
not qg. 'Vifh the evidences of Christianity. What wo do
JUestio,;6 Undorstand is why ho conceals the fact that
'W\oper’s Were asked after Mr. Putnam’s lecture, and that
1ISnteg °ns did speak in opposition. It is true that fivo
Wia js 'Vas offered to each speaker, and perhaps true that
K~tiveV: enough for a man of Mr. Engstrom’s “ repre-
fOr Position.” But it is customary to extend the
a representative opponent, and if Mr. Engstrbm

WP gn Re wauld Mida M@é)a sofficient Spwertinaify,

o that Mr. Engstrom was constitutional'}
S r ,?nd his “ Notes ” confirm our opinion. He states
ufetrie (.10 Christian Evidence lectures at the Hall of
ay ancient history this !) my followers—whoever
1 *“ never kceu satisfied with less than half
[WHude ~their criticisms.” An ingenuous reader would
Half . lai they had half an hour each, whereas thoy
~°Ur altogether. And if there were five or six
riff, . there might be, it did not amount to msmy
Sf aPiece. ' Bub"after alRthis is skimble-skamble

* Kkfr. p a deliberate pamphlot. .

dfar,r Ja8strdm is still unsatisfied, and works in another
°n thc same topic. He has a curious way ot
listens 8 hls °wn merits in tones of humility. lie does
lii si/la Wad of aside, as though his fine qualities could
7« a”Pressed; and the self-eulogy falls unobtrusively
father {rom a rich plumage. Mr Engstrom

s%in» .°f the “inadequate timo” allowed lam m

v>nlL °Mr. Putnam at Camberwell, which was
ftftej Ky the extreme latitude | had allowed that
ot

®€ 0N\ 'n Regent's Park to a Freethinker, who

M >§g n hoard my lecture T

This is moro than a
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profession of fair-play. It is a confession of folly. There
is absolutely no sense in letting a man answer you who has
not heard you. e di-X uSPi

In his letter to the Freethinker the Secretary of the
Christian Evidence Society charged Mr. Putnam] with
having said that “ faith was for Christians everything, and
conduct and character nothing.” This we thought it
necessary to deny immediately. Mr. Putnam’s assertion
was not about Christians, but about Christianity. He took
the ground that Christianity, as such, was a creed, and not
an ethical system; that morality was only “ tacked on to
it,” because no creed could get along without something of
that kind. Mr. Engstrom was guilty of a gross misrepre-
sentation, but he does not apologise for it. He affirms
that Mr. Putnam “ did not say it in his lecture.” Well, we
affirm that he did, and more than once. And when Mr.
Engstrbm’s anonymous friend says that “ the qualification
which Mr. Foote makes in the Freethinker about there
being some good things taught by Jesus, only came out
after opposition "—we can only reply that there was no
such qualification, and that there were no such words, in our
article.  If there were, let Mr. Engstrom produce them.
Until he does so, we must regard his anonymous friend as
being about as accurate as himself.

Mr. Engstrom used much vague language about certain
Atheists standing a better chance than certain Christians in
the hereafter, and we ventured to ask him this plain
question : “ If an honest unbeliever may go to heaven,
what is the use of taking the trouble to be a Christian 7’
Mr. Engstrom replies that “ the believer in Christ has an
inestimable advantage over the (intellectual) unbeliever,
however moral he may be, in regard to the capacity of
growth in goodness.” How justly did South observe that,
if Judaism died out of Christendom, Pharisaism never
would! There is nothing more nauseous and detestable
than comparing the “ goodness” of the devotees of rival
systems. “ We are holier than you” never came from the
lips of self-respect. But since Mr. Engstrom issues a sort
of challenge, we beg to tell him that Atheists experience
as much “ growth in goodness” as Christians. We will not
imitate his example, and say more. How many Christians
does Mr. Engstrom know who are morally superior to
Jeremy Bentham, Robert Owen, or John Stuart Mill 1
How many morally superior to William Kingdon Clifford ?
How many morally superior to Charles Darwin, who
combined the intellect of a Newton with the tenderness
of a woman and the innocence of a child 1

With regard to Dr. Pusey, we never said that his views
were “ in the main opposed to those of Dean Farrar,” since
it is impossible for any man to say what Dean Farrar’s
views really are. What we said was that Dr. Pusey mwrote
in opposition to Dean Farrar’'s argument that “ everlasting
punishment” means something short of *“ everlasting
punishment.” We quoted Dr. Pusey’s own words, which
aro far more to the point than Mr. Engstrom’s inferences.

Mr. Engstrom notices what we said as to the legal
disabilities of Secularism. “ I think,” he remarks, “ there
is a good deal in what he says, and | am glad to take this
opportunity of stating very publicly [why very?] that
I think those inabilities are very unjust, and that they ought to
be at once removed." Good ! though they arc not ;«abilities,
but disabilities. But fine words butter no parsnips, and
pleasant sentences redress no wrongs. We shall expect
Mr. Engstrom to translate this language into deeds. \\ill
he induce the Christian Evidence Society to send in a
petition in favor of the Bill which is now before Parlia-
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ment 1 Probably not, for he guards himself by a reference
to the “ methods of Freethinkers of the N.S.S. type,”
which make it so “ difficult for the Legislature to deal
fairly with their principles "—as though the Legislature
had shown a great anxiety in this direction !

Our party ought to have endowments, if it can get them.
Mr. Engstrom makes us that concession. But he denies
that the Church of England subsists on the revenues of
national property. Does he mean that tithes, the payment
of which is enforced by the law, are not national property 1
Does he mean the same of Church Rates where they are
still collected 1 Has he the coolness to say that the sum
levied on the Freethinker publishing office every year is a
voluntary offering to his Church 1 Anyhow, we beg to tell
him that when the Church of England gets disestablished,
like the Church of Ireland, it will not matter a straw
whether he believes its revenues arise from national
property or not. Disendowment will settle the question
in a terribly practical manner.

Mr. Engstrom is good enough to say that the “ greater
part” of his comments on the * hopeless failure of
Secularism as a system of doing good” is “ utterly
unaffected ” by our strictures. Christians always say that;
it is a stereotyped expression. But with respect to
“ doing good” it is just possible that Mr. Engstrom docs
not understand us. He “ sincerely hopes ” that our leaders
are “ paragons of goodness "—which is the language of cant;
but he is sure that Secularism does not abound in good
works, like Christianity. “ When Atheism is reached,” he
says, “ it isan historical fact that the spring ceases to flow,
the life of philanthropy is dead.” Is it? Well, it all
depends on what you mean by “ philanthropy.” We hear a
lot about the reclamation of drunkards and the rescue of
“ fallen sisters,” but it makes no appreciable difference to
the sum-total of drink and prostitution. The causes of
these evils remain untouched. And it is just here that the
Secularist parts company with the Christian. *“ Rescue ”
those you call “ fallen sisters” if you will; but what if,
when you rescue one, another takes her place 1 What
permanent good have you effected 1 Sensuality is not the
cause of prostitution, as you imagine ; the one is natural,
however lamentable— the other is artificial. The cause of
prostitution is the difficulty of earning an honest livelihood.
And unless the economical conditions of society are changed
for the better, your “ reclamations” and “ rescues” are like
the wail of an infant against the roar of the northern blast.

Mr. Engstrom concludes his “ Notes” on our reply to his
letter by stating what he believes, and what lie teaches.
But this is extremely unimportant. Mr. Engstrom is only
a man, and only one man. Christianity is a great
historical system. It cannot be defined, any more than it
can be judged, except in the light of history. It is
interesting, of course, though not important, to learn that
Mr. Engstriim believes our *“ position in eternity will
depend on our loving or unloving life "—though it seems
to us that the loving lives have the best of it here, apart
from any hereafter. But when Mr. Engstrom seeks to pass
this off as pure and simple Christianity, he is flying in the
face of the Bible, of history, and of the teaching of his own
Church. And this brings me to his “ Last Words " in
answer to Mr. Putnam, who is well able to reply for
himself, only he is away in Scotland, and the matter is
scarcely worth another article.

Mr. Putnam said that Mr. Engstrom had t N right to
“ dodge the question by confining the definition of
Christianity to the Apostles’ Creed.” Mr. Engstrom
replies that if he adds the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds
it makes little difference, except against Mr. Putnam ; for
one of them distinctly states that “ they that have done
good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have
done evil into everlasting fire "—which, according to Mr.
Engstrom, proves that Christianity is essentially a moral
system. | hat is, Mr. Engstrbm takes the sentence about
evil and good as though it were the whole of the Creed,
without the slightest reference to the sentences which
declare that those who do not hold all the “ incompre-
hensible ” doctrines “ cannot be saved.” And this is what
Mr. Engstrom regards as honest argument.

But the most curious part of his “ Last Words ” is the
one relating to the Thirty-nine Articles. Subscription to
them, he says, is not required of laymen. Quito true.
But what the clergy are required to teach the laymen are
expected to believe; at any rate, it is the doctrine of the
Church. Mr. Engstrom further observes that the Thirty-
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nine Articles have “ existed only a few centuries.”
what of that 1 They ought to "be true to exist so long-
Besides, Mr. Engstrbm is bound by them, whether they
are ancient or modern. It is likewise urged that thes;j;
Articles might be “increased, decreased, or abolish®
But they have not been; and what is the use of “
be’s” in a serious discussion 1 Mr. Engstrbm is quite ng
in saying that “ the only persons they can possibly bin
are members of the Anglican Communion.” But thell
belongs to that Communion, and he is a party to t
controversy.

It is idle for Mr. Engstrbm to attempt to ride off on 1 ()

old quibble that “ good works"” are the fruit of “ tal
Nor is that the point at issue. The point is this—Ist ,
salvation in honesty without belief 1 Mr. Engstro®

appears to hold that there is. But we repeat that he
only Mr. Engstrom. He says that he was brought up
a theological school, which he hopes he will never dep
from—the school of Hooker, Butler, Barrow, and "~ear®
Very well then; we will appeal to these divines agai
the Secretary of the Christian Evidence Society. ,
The real doctrine of historic Christianity is taught
great plainness by Thomas Watson, a seventeenth-cen
divine of considerable fame, known by his Body of | 1® »
Divinity. “ A man may go to hell,” he says, “ as we
heresy as adultery.” Mr. Spurgeon took this text * f
amplified it into a famous passage, declaring that w u
and murder might be forgiven, but there was no fOl»
ness, in this world or in the next, for unbelief. u,
The Church of England, in the old days of Ellza
issued a Book of Homilies, which is still printc N
annotated, and published by the Society for Pro®
Christian Knowledge. The Homilies are mentioned nin6
Church Articles as containing “ godly and who g
doctrine.” They were meant to be read aloud by PII’ to
who could not write their own sermons. Let us u
these Homilies
“ If a heathen man clothe the naked, feed the.*”~th
and do such other like works; yet, because u t]ey
them not in faith for the honor and love of t*0 ’
be but dead, vain, and fruitless works to liini. ==m‘aDd

the hife of them that lack the true faith is s, Q: of
nothing is good without him that is the aU ~.%e,

goodness ; where he is not, there is but feign® rtics,
although it Lein the best works........... Jews, , feed
and pagans do good works ; they clothe the na < P&

the poor, and do other good work's of iniel HIorefre
because they be not done in the true faith,
the birds be lost.” Uje
Now let us take the great Hooker. This is ~ticid
eleventh chapter of the twelfth book of his E% "
Polity Dess
“ Not that God doth require nothing [forhfmR®
at the hands of men saving only a naked bene K how
and charity we may not exclude) ; but tna
belief all other things are as nothing.” @libn
Butler, so far as we are aware, has no express ueclar on
on this point. Barrow, however, has a whole se «all
Infidelity, which he sets down as the “ chief” cals® JiOt i
the sin and all the mischief in the heart,
mistake of the head, but “ a sinful distemper of t ~ggf 13
A divine law says that we should believe, and nn . tlire
disobedience to God. Barrow points out that purnilb
gives “ unbelievers ” a “ first place ” in the
with_fire and brimstane.” ig the
I'earson, in his famous book on the Creed, re] rtaine®
opinions which Mr. Engstrom rejoices to sée,elLen ~
by Dean Farrar. Not for a moment will ho * 10gihbadif
eternity of hell's hot jurisdiction.” 1 Q remarn
callousness—feeling sure of heaven himself \0dg6 J
that “ it were not perfect hell, if any hope cou ~ml o*
it.” Dean Farrar does not believe that “ every endless
retribution beyond the grave is necessariy” eqiialff
Bishop Pearson expressly says that it is. ‘' rquistiallf"'
emphatic as to there being no salvation outside  ~fish jj

In his chapter on the second Article about Jes'l Art'oj
writes : “ The necessity of belief in this part o nOeno a
is not only certain, but evident: because there Nis
faith without a Savior, and no other name 0
which we can be saved, and no way to be saved ¥ j

believing in him."

Mr. Engstrom will probably indulge in moicc”.™ Jivi'
wriggling,, and quote passages from his WFI]@ do _e
about our being judged “ according to tné
the flesh.” But he cannot got over thofactt a,
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they distinctly couple belief with works, as necessary to
salvation. Nor can he find so much as a hint in any one
of them that an honest Atheist may go to heaven. On the
contrary, they do not so much as allow the existence of an
honest Atheist. When they speak of “ works ” generically,
pey include belief. They are blind to the great truth that
behef is entirely intellectual, and absolutely independent of
wn f. They regard faith as an act of the will; and, if
it be S0, e are as justly punishable for a wrong belief as
for theft, adultery, or murder. On their own principles they
j'p strictly logical. Mr. Engstrom is only asentimentalist.
lep a fair specimen of the smooth and plausible Christian
Apologist of the presentage. Such men are always wriggling
Pfay fromthe logical consequences ofdistinctive Christianity,
neir definitions are born of exigency, and not of principle.
Jley seek to make Christianity respectable in the eyes of
leoplo who are ignorant of its history. The venomous
u serpent that once devoured its holocausts of victims,
wreathes and glances alluringly, like the tempter in
a>MUse Lost. Those to whom history began yesterday
A p be deceived ; many of them are deceived. But those
1 ? know history, understand principles, and appreciate
dp c, will jo on their guard. The fangs arc there, though
Ucealed ; the cruel jaws are ready to gape ; the ravenous
P'v yearns for prey. Fools may play with it, till

eir hour comes. Wise men will beware.

0. W. FOOTE.

WITCHCRAFT.

Wit i*riai °i Irish peasants for burning Bridget Cleary as a
of ft eshould bring home to everyone the horrible character
ig U o Rible superstition. There is every appearance that
atr(Jtl,lee ancl superstition are alone to blame for the
v * Had the accused persons believed that the poor

her tt sPirit> they would never have thought of injuring
to,i ;"Jer such circumstances, it seems as if to condemn
t0Jgth the v

is a legal atrocity to that already perpetrated. What
retl( 1le,l is, that such instruction shall be given as shall
i‘Un(H causes °i superstition. These causes are to be
a Je =V1the popular religion. The belief in witchcraft is
Uay j 1natc and logical outcome of that religion, and it
tetfi e (°uhted if it will bo wholly extirpated while that

I'heS*ird u9stioning belief.

reli,j “elusion of witchcraft is the natural result of a
patiic, i . t rests on terrorism, for, as Lecky remarks, the
the mnn- teachings create overbalance the faculties of
°r&mi , ll4c- The belief in adevil who is the head of an

) wetl kingdom of evil spirits (Matthew xii. 24-26),
In Itself® n°es ahout seeking whom he may devour, contains
°o, atl, "ho essence of witchcraft. The theory is founded
ry re(@'fA>porte(l hy, the Bible, as | have fully shown in
Miar is Pamphlet on Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible.
ttatlisfaf"h® foundation of all religion. One of its chief
~tur~Mfations is fear Of dead, fear that they may

WY
Maiinjg @a are the result of such action by evil spirits,
fei 1j j the belief in spirits, is, in the words of the
Offhgﬁd'qthropologist, Dr. E. B. Tylor, the groundwork
O/ '/iloSoPhy of religion, from that of savages up to

In ¢ IVIhsed man.

raC laiiicle on “ Demonology,” in the Encyclopaedia
tcory *Dr. Tylor says: “ No record shows the ancient
3licit ~°re Hcarly than the New Testament, from the
fl ectiOr(sVay in which the symptoms of the various
arc described, culminating in the patient
hQname of his possessing demon, and answering
when addressed. The similarity of the
5 accou n S Ithose,.which mn barbarous countries arc
tj.j. stat* e< f°r in the ancient way may be seen from
lhsQfarv"/?n'3 -is the following, by a well-known
>eHYai;iLi eM J- 1 Wilson, Western Africa, p. 217) i
gifted ) Possessions are common, and the feats
a those who are supposed to be under such
% 'l'estlrid wert<uidy not unlike those described in the
W Suth j nt- frantic gestures, convulsions, foaming at
kker'.rlts supernatural strength, furious ravings,
ar ch-wa !°ns>gnashing of teeth, and other things of a
' cter may bo witnessed in most of the cases.”’

s his
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“ Among the early Christians,” continues Dr. Tylor, “ the
demoniacs or energumens formed a special class under the
control of a clerical order of exorcists; and a mass of
evidence drawn from such writers as Cyril, Tertullian,
Chrysostom, and Minutius Felix shows that the symptoms
of those possessed were such as modern physicians would
class under hysteria, epilepsy, lunacy, etc.” (See their
works, and references in Bingham, Antiquities of the
Christian Church; Maury, La Magie et VAstrologie, part ii.,
chap, ii., etc.).

Though the belief in sorcery has existed fromthe earliest
times, its palmiest days were those of credulous Christianity.
Sorcery and saints, miracles and magic, grew and flourished
together. If unanimity could turn fancy into fact, witch-
craft was a stern reality. Divided on so many other points,
here Christians were at one. Possession by devils, one of
the chief features of the Gospels, gave occasion for the
display of that prime token of orthodoxy, the power of
exorcism. So the thunders of the Vatican against witch-
craft were re-echoed from Lambeth and Geneva. Indeed,
the spread of the Bible in the sixteenth century vastly
contributed to the renewed persecution of alleged witches.
The Puritan was as bad as the Inquisitor, and in godly
Scotland and pious New England some of the latest and
most horrid atrocities took place. The men of God con-
stantly preached about the devil and his agencies of evil,
and, as a consequence, nervous terrors of witchcraft
abounded. The accusation was, moreover, a specious plea
for getting rid of all sorts of objectionable people. The
witches of the Middle Ages were but the votaries of the
ancient proscribed religion. There is abundant evidence
that Paganism survived in Europe until close upon the
time of the Reformation. The witches’ Sabbaths were the
orgies of Sabazios, a development of Dionysius or Bacchus.
In stamping out witchcraft the Church was really sup-
pressing the remnants of a rival faith. The charge was
afterwards levelled at heretics, political and religious
opponents, and was also a means of extracting the property
of the wealthy. Mr. James Russell Lowell, in his essay on
“ Witchcraft” {Among My Books, First Series, p. 128),
remarks:—

“ 1 have already said that it was religious antipathy
or clerical interest that first made heresy and witchcraft
identical, and cast them into the same expiatory fire.
The invention was a Catholic one, but it is plain that
Protestants soon learned its value, and were not slow in
making it a plague to the inventor. It was not till
after the Reformation that there was any systematic
hunting out of witches in England. Then, no doubt,
the innocent charms and rhyming prayers of the old
religion were regarded as incantations and twisted-out
evidence against miserable beldames who mumbled
over in their dotage what they had learned at their
mother’s knee.”

It has been computed that the witchcraft mania cost the
lives of over nine millions of people, mostly women.
The Bible text, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live”
(Exodus xxii. 18), has truly been written in blood and fire.

The case in Tipperary may, in some measure, enable us
to realise the horrors connected with this Scripture-
warranted belief. We may bo sure, however, that all the
cruelties inflicted by witch-torturers were thrown into the
background by the inner agony of those victims of credulity
and hysteria who were looked on as sold to the devil, and
who often themselves believed that they had entered un-
wittingly into a contract whereby they would be eternally
lost. Mr. Lecky, in an eloquent passage, points out that
no class of victims endured sufferings so unalloyed and
intense.

“ Not for them the wild fanaticism that nerves the
soul against danger, and almost steels the body against
torments. Not for them the assurance of a glorious
eternity, that has made the martyr look with exultation
on the rising flame .as on the Elijah’s chariot that is to
bear his soul to heaven. Not for them the solace of
lamenting friends, or the consciousness that their
memories would be cherished and honored by posterity.
They died alone, hated and unpitind. They were deemed
by all mankind the worst of criminals. Their very
kinsmen shrank from them as tainted and accursed.
The superstitions they had imbibed in childhood, blend-
ing with the illusions of age, and with the horrors of
their position, persuaded them in many cases that they
were indeed the bond slaves of Satan, and were about
to exchange their torments on earth for an agony that
was as excruciating, and was as eternal.”
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How was it that men could, without pity or compunction,
see their fellows writhing amidst blazing fagots for an
imaginary crime 1 The case of Bridget Cleary helps us to
see that it was their religious belief, their Bible-supported
superstition, which made them regard these as agents of an
evil spirit. Is it notan anomaly that a Government which
authorises the Bible as the word of God should yet try for
the crime of murder, and perhaps condemn to death, the
poor fanatics whom it has left in ignorance, and who read
in the Bible the awful words, “ Thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live”? J. M. Wheeler.

DID CHRIST WORK MIRACLES?

In asking the above question, it must not bo inferred that
we believe in the reality of miracles. Neither must it be
assumed that we for one moment believe that Christ did
perform any of the wonderful things recorded of him in
the Now Testament. Further, whether what is termed a
miracle was ever performed or not does not concern us at
present. We prefer the more practical inquiry : Arc the
miracles, as ascribed to Christ, true ? and, if they are, what
is their value as evidence of the truth of the claims set up
on his behalf by his enthusiastic devotees ? It is not here
overlooked that the belief in miracles, as evidence of the
validity of such claims, is now to a great extent abandoned
by the modern school of Christian exponents. They have
discovered that, like many other arguments that were once
regarded as being indispensable to the Church, the one
based upon miracles has to bo given up. As Professor
Huxley says, “ every new discovery in science pushes the
supernatural further from us, by enlarging the boundary of
human knowledge.”

Still, no doubt there are many Christians who retain the
belief that the miracles ascribed to Christ prove him to
have been more than man, and that they establish the
truth of Christianity. We hope to show that this belief is
not supported by fact. The latter assumption is false upon
the very face of it, inasmuch as, if it were true that Christ
raised the dead, it would not therefore follow that ho was
correct in denying the facts of physiology, or in making
poverty a test of perfection. The New Testament being
right in advising children to honor their parents is no
proof that it is equally right in saying Christ was in two
places at one time, or that he was born without a human
father. Neither does it corroborate the statement that
Christ the son was as old as God the father, and that the
Devil was more potent than either of them. The most
that miracles can prove, supposing them to be true, is that
those who worked them possessed what is called miraculous
power. But this is no evidence of the divinity of the
whole of the Christian doctrines and precepts.

Against the alleged truth of Christ's miracles is the

admitted fact of the “ stability of nature,” and the
observed law of cause and effect. We only know of
existence as it is, and we judge of its nature and power
from experience and investigation. From these sources of
knowledge we learn that at certain degrees heat will burn,
water will drown, and poison in given quantities will
destroy life. To believe otherwise is for man to leave
facts and reason, and to revel in fancy an '»credulity.
The forces in nature, so far as wo have discovered them,
are regular in their order, and “ constancy of succession
marks their operations. It has been truly observed \
“ Look upon any class of phenomena in tho world, and
what do you see? You see certain phenomena always
followed under the same circumstances or conditions by
certain other phenomena, without the least variation.
This constancy of following—of sequence—is callod a law ;
and when the constancy of following ombraces a groatnumber
of phenomena, possessing very different characteristics, it is
called a general law. But all wo know is, and all wo mean
is, when we speak of tho constant order of nature, that all
the facts or phenomena wo have examined are always
found following tho same order of succession.” These are
truths that science has mado known in modern times, and,
if they were always relied upon, tho reality of miracles
would not be perceptible.

It is alleged that Christ’'s miracles are superior to any
others, and are supported by better testimony. This is
not true ; and, if it wero, it would deteriorate their value.
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I or then they would be subordinate to reason and judgment,
whereas, theologically, they are intended to command
absolute subjection. But have wo any trustworthy
evidence at all for Christ's miracles ? Paley’s famous
proposition upon this point is, that we are bound to
believe the testimony of twelve men of good -character,
who could not possibly have been deceived as to any
supernatural event, and who changed their lives in
consequence of their belief, and suffered, or were content
to suffer, torture and death in attestation of their sincerity-
What special pleading! Where is the testimony °
“twelve men of good character” to vouch for the
Christian miracles? Where are the eye-witnesses who
are supposed to have seen the miracles 1 The argument
of martyrdom is worthless in this case. Many instances
may be given of men being content to suffer death and
torture in attestation of their belief of the wildest
superstitions.

F. J. Foxton meets Paloy on his own ground, and tests
his argument thus : “ I will simply apply the terms of Bx
proposition to actual circumstances in real life-

: - . the dead
imagine that a report that a man was raised from -
yesterday, at Hampstead or at Highgate, was circulate ~
day in the City of London. | will suppose tho cX”
testimony assumed by Paley (though 3uch, T believe,

was produced in attestation of a miraclo) was really at h®
in verification of the event—i.e., twelve honest witne”
who changed their lives from the moment they witnessc
| , and who, rather than confess themselves deceived, wer
content to suffer torture and death. | will suppose this
testimony and these witnesses fairly produced to twenty
indifferent persons of sound minds taken indiscriminately
rom the streets of London, between Hyde Park Cor»«
liu ii hRechapel, and | contend that not one of tiC
would believe the miracle on tho evidence produced, or o
any ot ier. evidence whatsoever: and this simply f°r
reason assigned by Hume, that every one of these person
would at onco conclude that, as a question of probabih -
it was more likely that the witnesses should be deceivers «
deceived than that the miraclo should bo true; and
natural conclusion would be founded on the Zentes

RrangRls dnidd amn 28y °the pRioLRphEFthat, whilst miiwj*”
of testimony aro ,enco>"le falsehood and the penersion
frivolous attenmt tr  ?IS aimost daily occurrence. 1
in the use of tho ‘lIltcn uP°n Home alogical insecure?}’
mystify”~ tho I r d oxi>ericnce’ will not succeed m

. | " s
V\J&lg-l gersqlr'z)%/cﬁ‘le Jow%(gglaarlﬂr%?]g' WEro true, they
wise,andim JJ S y~tes of an omnipotent, good ;fg
porfection of his NG lirther, thoy would render

understood bv tho uVMCmment impossible. A miracle, <

Part of God and h =rch’ imP'Iies a upon
- a _his Sﬁ;ﬁy
¢ %Iﬁ;}

interference™ wi .?(Hgtlura !
Now, all acts of God, supposing him to N reiore;
Christians regard him, musEc)pbo ggood acts, 1 C;\‘,GHCO’]
it were wise for God to perform certain fOorb,m
hundred years ago, it would have been eqigHy YSQ @
to have done so four thousand years previously- acts.

therefore, as ho abstained from performing .jidr-
long did he withhold advantages from 1S @faeXi
thereby deal unjustly towards them. To urg ~

af OIS go)r€ dVtu~ uccossary at ono time anc. -

that of man and t thc. government of God to a lovel wi

opitiler uniform '1 ° agmit that the “ di¥.ine” economyl
-~ moor pérfect. ~ Again, granting the'exi

of..God, all sequences wero arranjed by that God
A9 0G0 S VALY CBi5ifar 8 ARl

' «-d’s nartin *n'nt
eiddhonot ' an :i{tcr plan on God’s pare, m _ . a<
to°h place in “nd immutable, or the arran@oetd,
- SpUo 01 God, and in that case God is ter“

a
nth

e«
powerful. ,:ch are " ere
It should be borne in mind thatovents' ~ , ot ~re

“ miraculous” may be superhuman, but | ~ceg in n ,je
fore follow they aro supernatural. A , by #fEnthwt

that aro more powerful than tlioso P03® jt js vi'ge( be
msuperhuman; still, they aro natural. ~ him
Christs power to perform miracles mirad” Aat
divine, how is it that the Bible records that t0
worked through an agency tho wvery J>pl)0 » ICIY
termed “divine”? In Deuteronomy (xiu- (Jrea, |, .
“ If there arise among you a prophet, or j the sfi

dreans, and giveth thee a sign or a vrondoi, = chjdr6
or the wonder como to pass,” etc. Hero
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Israel are warned against the miraculous power, though the
S8 and wonder came to pass. In Matthew (xxiv. 24) we
as® read: “ There shall arise falso Christs and false
Prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders,
Ins°much that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.” Further : “ Many will say to me in that day,
j7°rd, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name 1 and in
tby name have cast out devils ? and in thy name done
uiany wonderful works ?* (Matthew vii. 22). In the Acts
of the Apostles we have an instance given of a “ child of
e devil” commanding the attention of the multitude,
rough his supposed miraculous power, to a far greater
is O%ktb,ui Christ is reported to have done. The record
i ' ®ut thore was a certain man, called Simon, which
tore time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched
e people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some
jreat one, to whom they all gave heed, from the least to
1 greatest” (Acts viii. 9, 10). Is not this evidence
cient that, according to the Bible, the working of
No t * Was nofc confined to “ divine” influence? The
t]°w ,estament admits that devils could bo cast out by
th°fC'fiJcon of the Pharisees (Matthew xii. 24-27). Does
cast ~rOVe their “divinity”? If not, why is Christ
\y }nS out devils cited to prove him more than man ?
llot 'night Archbishop Trench say that “ a miracle does
of h-Prov® the truth of a doctrine, or the divine mission
can I® i)r'ngsit to pass.” Before the miracles of Jesus
'liat Ik°f any evidential value, it must be shown, not only
°ccn m *ook pHce, but that such events could not have
jj re,lwithout the aid of “ divine ” influence.
nlira’jever extensive the belief in Christ's power to work
fiesta 6S maifi be at 'fie present day, it appears from the New
the tlp1nt 'hat many of the people, before whom it is said
clear t il 03 were performed, did not believe in them. Itis
the boT%t even.th o s e days much faith was necessary to
Christ  *n "irasulous power. Whero Scepticism existed
(xiii, pupation asa thaumaturgus was gono. Matthew
nian'y e1't°rtns us that in one place Christ “ did not
Liit had”i'ty works there, because of their unbelief.”
"fission fp°hject of miracles been to prove tho divine
should 1° Christ, it was in tho midst of unbelief that they
Jesls av® been wrought. It is a noteworthy fact that
Wakwdeems to have sucegeded tolerabhly well with his
SbnL;Tone > ignorant, tho insane, and deaf and
tho,'ghtfni ‘, V hen>howover, ho camo in contact with
read ™ \, "ubelievers, his prestige was gone. Hence wo
gties wh attbe'v (xi- 20): “ Then began ho to upbraid tho
o renGFHA most of hismighty works (ver8 B € , because
o ; nd in John (xii. 37) it is said : “ But
'heygl'l]Seﬁe “'J done so many miracles before them, yet
—> not on him.” Here, then, is a clear
M?RsI?n that in Christ's time his miracles were dis-
tnj-vedand reJWM ! is » cxpecceu cnae «<Miay. «j
hUna m?ro credulous than were our predecessors eighteen
f t ed years ago ?
Perfnr'Vremains to be ascertained, supposmg Chrlst did
hatllim ‘he niiracles ascribed to him, what was their

the and did they substantiate the claims set up o
Pernatural character of Christ ?
Charles Waits.
(To be concluded.)
T« CHARACTER OF *“ GOD.

j.' haa ~ »

to n Occurred to me, when reading articles or
RO~ civiliSy(f 2368 OF virrewses on the greabest Hubjiadt

“gu i?f@i- non ?ailkllid 1';is over had to consider—viz.,

hddu . 10f *n 'I'O Christian doctrines—that the

ly Und..C. aro to° learned a character to be

«at® n/ 8 arfintiSt00d tl'”> majority of pooplo. I|Zhe
ievi.a%irt hintuth® bott?r.iS"y I- Of course, such

«r p - You*pleen .0,Itirely brought about by the

r» ,IOW wh,,,1 Christian is as slippery as an col: you

3to Qc?rner t* .you bavc #°t him; ho dodges about

~Nientlv r Gh°thcr, and, of courso, the Freethinker

"W “>lve hiinf/.allow. him, and, by conimon-sense argil

tilt I<irfectli'! roin Us latest position. The Freethinker
0 -rinto ., 'iWeb tbit it is not at all necessary for him
Vr~hs. nmOtAbstruse verbosity in onler to provo
1ftle 'W° nr tlh —, T aven ono of his argu-
quite 8 «u rf]nei%nrt.CC Qut naturally, as he is tho
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attacking party, he is compelled to fight his opponent on
the latter's own ground, and consequently has frequently
to argue about matters which have but very little to do
with tho question at issue. In fact, it is remarkable
how loth a Christian is to enter into any discussion
whatever on the vital theories of his belief; he prefers to
beat about tho bush, as it were.

|To those who are in doubt | would say: Listen not
to the voice of the charmer, but close your eyes to
all superstition; reason with yourself in a sensible and
practical manner, and abide by whatever your own
common sense dictates. There is no necessity whatever
to go very profoundly into the subject, for if the
principles will not bear close examination, one need
not bother oneself very much about the mere details.

It is quite unnecessary for me to “ay anything
particular re the Biblical account of the miraculous birth
of Christ, the various miracles which he wrought in
his ministry, and the various other extraordinary events—
far more extraordinary than any contained in the Arabian
Nights, which the “ Book of Books ” tells us of, because all
this absurdity has long ago been fully exposed in all its
nakedness by those who refuse “ to become as little
children.” This absurdity has evidently been long
apparent to some of the branches of the Christian Church,
for they have once more been asking themselves whether
the story of Mary’s virginity is correct, or whether, in
their “ little understanding,” they have not been mistaking
the allegorical for the real.

There is, however, one great principle of Christianity
which is most glaringly false, and which | wish to. once
more point out to the readers of this journal, for I am
fully aware that far abler pens than mine have previously

dwelt upon this particular subject. I refer to the
character of the God we are asked to worship.
We aro told that God is almighty, just, merciful, meek,

gentle, and everything else that is noble. Let us see what
truth there is in all this.

If God is almighty, he has absolute control over the
whole universe, and everything that happens must
therefore be entirely brought about by his uill. An
individual's mind is part of the universe, and therefore he
controls that, putting every thought therein, good, bad, and
indifferent. For, if he does not do so, he is not omnipotent.
God, therefore, puts the thoughts of theft or murder into
tho minds of some of his children, and then, because they
do as ho tells them, plunges them into eternal torment and
damnation. Is this just or merciful? But | have
frequently been told, in answer to this, that it is the
Devil (or, in other words, man’'s own evil thoughts), and
not God, that does tho tempting. But then God made
the Devil, and therefore he made sin. And if it is the
Devil who tempts us, then the Devil is merely a servant
of God, who does all his master's dirty work. No
Christian would ever acknowledge that God is not stronger
than tho Devil, for God is almighty; therefore the truth,
oven from the Christian point of view, must be one of two
things—viz., that God either tempts us directly himself, or
elso is coward enough to stand by and look on while
the Devil pummels poor weak mortals to his heart's
content. Again | ask, Is this justice or mercy ? The
good God, the gentle God, he to whom we are beholden
for such tremendous gifts and mercies, brings us into
the world with a natural tendency to do evil, sets
traps of temptation all along our Path of Life, and
then, should we transgress, as is more than probable,
visits upon us a punishment so great that we, in our
poor intellects, are scarcely able to comprehend it.

We aro told that this deplorable state of affairs has been
brought about by tho sin of our first human parents. But
that is a poor consolation to us. What have we to do
with our first parents ? Why should we have to pay the
ponalty of their sin ? 'When this question is asked of a
Christian, ho generally replies by quoting that infamous
text, “ Tho sins of the father shall descend upon the
children unto tho third and fourth generation.” This is
ono of nature’s most unjust laws, but it is certainly not a
law which any just God would ever have created.

Again, what satisfactory explanation can be given of the
fact that one man is born in the purple, endowed very
highly with intellectual and physical advantages, whereas
another is born in some den of filth, neglected and ui-
treatod in his childhood, learns nothing but vice, associates
with nobody but drunkards, thieves, and harlots, and
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whose whole life is one long struggle for existence 1 What
justice is there in this 1 Christ said, “ Blessed be ye poor”;
but where the blessedness of their state comes in I, for one,
am not able to divine. | suppose the explanation is that
in “the world to come” they will receive far more favors
than the unfortunate inheritors of wealth, who are doomed,
on account of their wealth, to perdition. Therefore it is
perfectly evident that if we do not suffer the most dreadful
misfortune and cruelty in this world, we are certain to do
so in the next; and vice versa. And all this, forsooth,
because of the transgression of our first parents. Again |
ask, Whero is the hand of reason or mercy to be found
here 1

Another thing, flattery is not at all compatible with
meekness or gentleness. One would imagine that a good
God would have been quite satisfied in seeing a man lead
an honest and unselfish life. But no. The Christian’s
God “is a jealous God,” whom it is absolutely necessary
to bow down to and worship, and to metaphorically grovel
in the mud before, if anything but damnation is to be
expected. Is not the whole business disgusting 1 Is not
the idea of cringing, fawning, and flattering ojjposed to all
the better feelings of our nature 1 Yet this is what we are
told we must do.

How long are people, who boast of their practical
common sense, going to continue professing belief in a
religion whose great doctrines are totally opposed to
reason 1 Fortunately there are many signs that the dark
cloud of superstition is rising, and will eventually give
place to light; that man, looking back through the vistas
of nearly two thousand years, seeing that Christianity has
broilght in its train intolerance, bigotry, nameless cruelty,
famine, and bloodshed, and that it is false in practice as
well as theory, is eventually awakening to the truth.
That Christianity is at variance with the sciences is a
notorious fact, and it is almost equally well known that
scientists and philosophers— the profoundest of all thinkers
—arc opposed, almost to a man, to its doctrines. The
clergy are no longer taken seriously except by a small
minority of the population, and no longer is a sceptic
looked upon as a social leper, unfit to be personally known.
There is no mistaking these changes; even a straw is
sufficient to show the way the tide flows. Christianity is
slowly but surely losing its hold of the people, for, to use
the words of Pope, they are beginning in earnest to “ take
nature’s path, and mad opinions leave.” C. Il. S.

ACID DROPS.

A week Or two ago we printed an exclamation of the
Queen’s to one of her. ladies in regard to the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Her Majesty was
surprised and shocked to learn that such a Society was
needed in a country like England. We have now to record
a noteworthy declaration by Mr. Rider Haggard, the
novelist, who is well acquainted with South Africa and its
“ heathen” population. Speaking at a meeting of Mr.
Waugh's society, Mr. Haggard said that savages practised
jiolygamy and fought in Homeric fashion, but they had
their good points. “ So far as | am acquainted with them,”
he said, “ and so far as | know, there has never been amongst
them any instance of the maltreatment of a c'dld. They
love their children, and | think they would ratfh r die than
injure them ; and | will go further and say this, that if any
enemy of the Christian faith could go amongst those savages
and could translate to them the record of the cases which
come before this Society, could convince them—which I
think would be impossible—that these things were true, and
that these tilings were done by the white lords in every class
of society—if that could be done, then | say the chances of
Christianity, as a religion, among these savages would, come
to an end ; they would reject it; they would have nothing
to do with a creed which was followed by the men and
women who did such things.”

Mr. Rider Haggard then told a pathetic story of a Matabele
who was chased by two English scouts. He was a fine
fellow in the prime of life, and was carrying a lot of things,
all of which he cast away in his flight except a bundle upon
liis back. At last, seeing escape hopeless, he turned round,
as savages do, to be killed. But the scouts re-assured him,
and asked him what he had in the bundle, and why he did
not throw it away with the other things. He took down
the bundle, opened it, and showed them a baby a year old.
“It is my daughter’s child,” he said; “ | was taking it to
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her.” He could have saved himself from what he though
certain death by forsaking the child, but he stuck to 11
though it was not his own. _

Just fancy the infamous hypocrisy of Englishmen and
women, so many of whom ill-treat their own chiklreUi
sending out missionaries to “save” savages like tna
splendid Matabele ! It is enough to make honest peop
vomit.

The Catholic Church does not allow divorce in a gcneiaj
way. Special dispensation for it has to be obtained tro
the Pope, and only very rich or powerful persons are tav°r
by his Holiness. It is also well known that the Catno
Church, while not forbidding second marriages, has alway
discountenanced them ; and in this respect it is true to
common doctrine of a future life. If a man marries often
say like the Duke of Argyll, who, at the age of seventy-1' '
is leading a third bride to the altar—how are Ids domes
affairs to be settled in Kingdom-Come 1 Which ot ~
women ho lived with on earth will be his wife in hea't
And what are the others to do 1 This dreadful puzzle, t®
other way about, was put to Jesus Christ, and It was too
muchl for him. He answered it, as he generally did when
he was cornered, by a subterfuge. So the puzzle remains to
this day. ]f there e a futuine lifg, iH yuhioh we sngip
recognise each other and consort together, a second marri
is simply abominable, and sets up a source of bickering a g
quarrelling for all eternity. How could a man hurry
with a second wife to church if he really believed that
first wife had only emigrated to a country where he W°”~e
soon have to join her | Second marriages are one °r
many proofs that the belief in a future life is moro 1
fession than reality.

We find the following definition of the Christian Mission”
Society in the columns of the Beliar Times, India® .
eleemosynary agency for the encouragement of cantil
hypocrisy amongst low-caste people.”

., ®ambling is a woful vice, according to the Rev. - .
barras end Ins friends of the Anti-Gambling League;
raining for Bibles in the parish church of St. Ives is quit®,
accordance with God's will. Did not they fill up theapO3Q.
ship by drawing lots? As Solomon says (Proverbs xvi-
“The lotis cast into the lap ; but the whole disposing tn

is of the Lord.”

A Jew at Trieste, named Paolo Lipsich, has been ac™”"g
by the Church of having made a crucifix, and ot oj
afterwards fired a shotat it. For this alleged offence,
leen sentenced to fourteen months’ imprisonment wit . jit
labor. He is to have no food but what he can pay* ™ fie
stated intervals he is to be compelled to fast; aHt®
ultimately expelled from Austria ; and he is to pay
expenses of his trial.

pitting on prisoners, or of the »Sanhedrim trying <
might and wittaui® giving ful opportunities ufi«-- te
the malicious charge everywhere brought against &
of using Christian blood at their Passover.

oriv

,dealll

About fifty years ago a number of Jews were put "j@ cg’
on this charge at Damascus. * In earlier day$it wa  ;uuder
stant resort of the Ohristians when they wanted ej, “Gawibr,
the race from whom they obtained their God an XjdJen
Early in the fourteenth century all the Jews were”~”t
from Franee on pretence of having crucified NP g vA®
boy. Dean Milinan says: “ In one day an vne “f tho ™
seized, their property confiscated to the Crown, an' fiiit
expelled the realm. The clergy, in their zeal t°r,. jeii®l
and the hope that their own burthen might bo h

approved this pious robbery.”

A cloudburst in the Wurtemburg Black Forest. «£-
ast week destroyed whole villages and drowned at lea®l jo
hundred persons. In Northern Hungary and Gali®* r-

pward.s of a hundred persons have been killed by a
pout, and hundreds of houses were swept away.

whh it? Hrifi Wei'C lo>it on a boating expedition in tty
linrl rw0 b'ble-class excursion from »3t MargaretsC ~\'g
Rochester Of a party of twelve only two of thes (fli®

rnr- fUES m i the, fjractical knowledﬁe of swunining/ftfl
of the church made a gallant but unsuc

attempt to recover the missing bodies.

In the Punjab alone as many a 1,037 deaths fr°rjJ,iibN;

mnrMP? ~ yellr' In eyery province, except 1 .
ortahty from” this cause s on the increase, " [ ‘hjii t‘(
“,,1 PathH 0! aTU tllu superstitious respect id .
1V n Il fi aPart of the religion of a Kfefr slipe¥
bun. AH their god.i do for them is to allow their

tion to destroy them
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Providence” has drowned a lot of persons by Hoods in
Germany, and terrified Florence with a fresh earthquake,
<h. Gladstone says that “ Providence” fitted up the earth
I?r man's habitation. Nothing of the kind, says Mr.
mrbert Spencer ; man has to accommodate himself to his

®uvironment as best he could. The facts are with Mr.
~Pencer.

of s congregation were singing, “ All hail the power
‘vern U< @?,mei’ Fopt Worth, when_ the roof fell. The
Om leJ°Iclug that their prayer for rain had been answered,

an was Killed as a result of the power of Jesus’
name

n >nuspccter of persons. The Kev. W. B. Shepherd,
Gartburn, near Morpeth, went shooting in the vicarage

«i,? L- a ro°P> but did not kill it. However, no
pre> «imself. In going after the rook he fell over a
cip.ee. There is a moral in this somewhere, only we

“aven't time to dig it out.

b(gJe"r8<: Owen Orpet has been sentenced at the West
hardi v Police-court to six months' imprisonment with
,V,, abor. He was a very religious man, and preached on
f0 'ays’ His firm found him £30 wrong last June, but
W3 “bn and raised his salary. But he went wrong
and .this time he has to pay the penalty. Wallace

fufﬁiﬁ(!e?rs probably fight shy of preaching employees in
m“eﬁ’ J- Capps, of Mt. Vernon, Kentucky, who slings
W sr° brimstone according to the Baptist creed, on
W u"

mY murdered his wife by shooting her five times,

E%n i de sai,l. sb® gave more pie to her own children

efor fill3 the two having raised separate crops of children,
e ibey became partners in the baby-raising business.

isMtrne that a Christian Evidence lecturer at Liverpool
ad(jr lho habit of asking opponents their names and

Is it true that an opponent gave his name and
Timgj s a few jSundaysago 1 Is it true that on the following
raiWaW h° was dismissed from his employment on a certain

n bi which the public are taxed to support religion
sﬁﬂn%atediat the Harwich Qistrict Council, Wherqatpg
bifo™ ~he -¢Enon Baptist Chapel claimed that
tiakin Ibe trustees should bo exempt from Street-
e r |/ expenses, as it was intended for the erection of a

He» b Y 'Yas resolved that the application be entertained
*ie building was erected.

of the Printing Trades Federation have given
ted G? sweating ky the SalwationiNrmy. Theynsgy: “rlve-
in Havo ocQll made to get you to pay the rotary
attwo! t I° machine department the union rate during the
bju  *We months, but you have declined each time. That
Lid t],0Pk. an,l never have, in the warehouse department,
Stoics» WiI°n rate ; and we challenge you to produce your
SAull y,-ri, —vthis. Wa.dos know.that you,have paid 2s. for
lliiy ,rlIk~t's work ; and we ask, 1ls this union rate i
V kd  iUr*licr instances of persons who have been dis-
]E If the alU replaced by otEers, to whom %refgiven less than
° °r wages. ,» They say : “ Wo defy you to point
)i’/cond*fpm'é J.’Ilwfjjch a newspaper is produced on sue
A ttow ..op s

as your War Cry, Gazette, and Little Soldi
WProduced by you.”

8eotrls  he that the Salvation Army is a large
Tv SUd!m' which utilises religion in order to buy cheaper
hloo(j'ai'er than other firms whose business it absorbs.
etits fOt, Jan<l fire, bands and banners, are the !
oooth & Co.’s S.A. tea and S.A. clothing.
<o pj -
ft"OiUe I;6 “mss Blade, edited by an Atheist teetotaler,
StvOls n°son “ Tho Sin of the Sacrament.” Here is the

OfHM ijOV10'n tho pious ones boliovc to bo divine,
Juiiiiu,,a. Inado His thaumaturgal blunder
hut ho (La'll,a pura into poison-tainted wine,
p ban ti° I>e0PI° stood agape with awe and wonder,
fin v&d tjLh that holy banquets, with sacramental toasts,

n™Nkht I° Wiy f°r making drunkards in His name,
v procp;lvo made tho lesson more impressive to tho hosts,
®'ming wine tho leading-string of shame.

hev y . . .
hia(l herin has been picturing Jesus as a news-

editoj. j -shs whatlwould Christ have done had ho
ieHef. Possibly he would have accepted crucifixion

A ro aro

pid ° i» the world like Christian liars. In
they lake to it naturally ; in tho second
lav® had such a lot of practice. Take that

R kOgTrakkar ” story, by way of illustration.
as been thorouglily exposed, so that its pious
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author has apparently withdrawn it from circulation for
ever, the Christians go on declaring that it is as true as
Gospel. Opening the Nottingham Argus, we notice a letter
from a pretentious, ungrammatical individual, called
William Lewin, who writes himself down as secretary
of the local Christian Evidence Society. This person “ liegs
to state,” as though he knew all about it, that the Rev.
Hugh Price Hughes “ placed the whole of the proofs in the
hands of Mr. George Jacob Holyoake,” who has “ entirely
supported Mr. Hughes.” Now the “ proofs” were not
placed in Mr. Holyoake's hands, nor did he take the trouble
to discover them. Mr. Hughes simply produced his own
ivitnesses. It was subsequent to Mr. Holyoake's investiga-
tion that Mr. Foote discovered the Atheist Shoemaker’s
father and brothers and shopmates, and the house where he
last lived in London ; and it was this fresh evidence that
proved the falsity of Mr. Hughes's story.

The Islamic World has an article on “ The European
Liquor Traffic with Africa,” which it shows has developed to
an enormous extent. The Muslims preach temperance to the
natives, but the Christians bring gin, rum, ana ruin in their
train. The writer says: “No wonder the late Captain
Burton preferred for Africa a repetition of the slave trade
in its worst form to the liquor traffic and its terribly
blighting influence, if we must choose the lesser of two
evils.”

In 1665 the Bible Society published, for the benefit of the
Pequot Indians, located in Massachusetts, a translation of
the Bible into their tongue, by Rev. John Elliot, known as
the “ Apostle to the Indians.” The Sunday at Home says :
“ The book has lasted longer than the people for whom it was
made ; the tribesAo which Elliot preached have vanished,
and their language is extinct.”

Savages and semi-civilised nations can always understand
the Bible to the extent of knowing that it countenances
polygamy and drink. They can appreciate such texts as
“ Bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after :
for oxen or for sheep or for wine or for strong drink, ' and
they understand Christianity just well enough to know that
it promises to wipe out all their sins.

Duguid, tho “ mejum,” produced a spirit photograph,
which turned out to be a reproduction of a continental
picturo. Now an apologist says : “A medium may, on
passing through a picture gallery, become impressed by
some picture which, although forgotten soon after, may yet
make a persistent appearanco on his negative on subsequent
occasions.” This is almost as good as the explanation of the
medium’s hands being black when the spirit pulled the hair
of a sitter, who, aware of tho spirit's proclivities that way,
mixed lampblack with his hair-oil. So intimate is tho
contact between mejum and spirit that what happens to
one affects the other.

Tho Daily Chronicle (June 8) notes a case of belief in
witchcraft in Lincolnshire. The witch is a quiet, harmless
old lady who lives in an almshouse. One of her neighbors
had pigs who wouldn’t fatten, hens that would not lay, and
cows who gave little milk. Evidently the fault was with
tho witch, who had been seen to cast an evil eye over byre
and poultry-yard. The farmer and his wife took counsel
how to allay the malign influence. It was believed that if
a bone could be broken or blood drawn all would be well ;
and it is affirmed that this was done by the woman, who fell
on the old lady, pushed her over a fence, and broke her
arm. The D. C. says “ it seems almost incredible in these
days of Board schools.” It would be strange, however, if
the belief in witchcraft did not survive while the fetish
book which countenances it is so absurdly reverenced.

The Liverpool Courier asks, How many Agnostics and
Atheists have we in the House of Commons1 It says:
“ This question is exercising tho minds of some excellent
Churchmen and leaders of religious thought. Their idea is
that tho number is not less than seventy. Of course there
is no accurate information on the point, because the
professors of Agnosticism and Atheism are generally careful
to conceal their opinions. However, it is doubtful whether
concealment will be possible in the future, for with a view
to the general election these Christian gentlemen are
organising themselves into a body whose purpose it will be
to give the electorate information as to the religious
opinions of every candidate.” We expect a number of
candidates will be simply members of tho Church of
England, which there is high authority for saying that
every member of the English nation legally is.

lhere is a deal of method in most madness. The most
enthusiastic preacher of hell-fire will eat, drink, and grow
fat; and revivalists, who arc so preoccupied with the next
world, generally manage to rake in tne shekels in this
world.  We are not surprised, therefore, that the mad
fellow who went to Balmoral (with a revolver) to take the
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place of the Queen had written a letter to Vanderbilt, the
American millionaire, offering to marry his daughter.

“ Canterbury” is no fool, nor is his brother Archbishop of
York. The report of their Committee upon the new
Scheme for the Relief of Voluntary Schools is well
summarised by the Westminster Gazette as “ How to Dip
into the Public Funds while Dodging Public Control."
England, however, is not blind enough to fall into such a
trap.

The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has among
its functions the determination of some Church questions
here. It also determines the rights of property in Indian
idols, and is, on that said account, said to be worshipped in
some parts of India as a supernatural agency.

There was a nice little quarrel over the gods at Buddha
Gaya, the Jerusalem of the Buddhists, where Gautama
Buddha is said to have meditated under a fig tree, not
cursing it. The temple erected there is in the hands of the
Brahmins, and those in custody removed the statue of
Buddha, substituting their own idols instead. The Viceroy,
however, visited the temple, and made the Mahout produce
the statue of Buddha, which he had hidden. The Maha
Bodhi Society are now going to restore the sacred temple,
and to found a college there to be the centre for the
propaganda of Buddhism all over the world.

The real Christian spirit is not extinct. It burst out in
something like its old force at the celebration of the eighth
centenary of the first crusade held in Clermont, Ferraud.
A famous Dominican preacher, Father Montfabre, broke
into a fury of speech. He declared that France must once
more undertake a crusade, this time against the godless, the
usurers, and the Freemasons. He made a vehement appeal
to undertake the work to the two Cardinals and forty
Bishops present. The congregation received his utterances
with loud applause, clapping their hands, and crying out
“ God wills it I”

No doubt there are plenty of fanatics who would dearly
like to see a crusade against the enemies of the Church. To
lop off the heads of the leading Freethinkers would be a
work of merit like that of Elijah slaying the four hundred
priests of Baal. Kill but the boldest scientists, thinkers,
writers, and speakers, and the Church might once more
dominate and bring back the Middle Ages.

Prebendary Harry Jones, in his reminiscences, entitled
Fifty Years, tells of some interesting communicants. He
says as one instance of many : “ On the first occasion of my
officiating as rector at St. George’s, a string of tottering old
people ostentatiously filed up to the altar rails and received
the Holy Communion. Next morning they presented them-
selves in a body at the vestry door, asking that their names
and addresses might be put down, obviously expecting to be
paid for their devout attendance the previous day. On my
declining to recognise this claim of these poor old folk, the
party never presented itself again at the Table of the Lord ;
but one morning a crippled leader among them came to me
and said confidentially that he had lately gone to St. Peter’s,
but that if I would occasionally give him something he would
communicate at St. George’s.”

The requisition of a dole for taking the sacrament is a
striking contrast to the good old times, when the magical
efficacy of the Savior’s body and blood, and the fear of being
debarred from the holy table, brought much grist to the
priestly mill. Now the very paupers want to be paid to act
as communicants. The darkey loved his Jesus for the sake
of the wine, but they think such a slender meal requires a
little cash along with it.

In the ancient Thargalia of the Athenians a man was
annually sacrificed to expiate the sins of the nation. The
man was not, as in the Christian scheme of atonement, the
worthiest and most innocent person, but the most worthless
person known, and the custom was to reserve certain of the
criminal classes, who, in case of plague, famine, or other
supposed visitations from angry deities, were thrown into
the sea in the belief that the sacrifice of their lives would
cleanse or wipe off the guilt of the nation.

Mrs. Besant has adopted the Swedenborgian method of
making an allegory of the Christian atonement. This is
putting new wine into old bottles with a vengeance. The
historic facts are that the doctrine arose from savage belief
in the efficacy of blood, and savage customs of paying for
crimes committed.

The Daily Jyetws of Friday, June 7, in reviewing an
important sociological work by the Vicomto G. D’Avenel,
writes as follows with respect to slavery and its abolition in
France: “ M. D’Avenel convincingly proves that the oft-
cited edicts of Louis le Hutin effected little with regard to
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the emancipation of serfs. What really, though very slomy
and partially, did liberate these bondsmen of Church
noble was, firstly, the influence of the communes,
contagion of municipal liberties ; secondly, and chiefly,
condition of the country. Wars had depopulated
devastated entire regions. The problem was to geEQu0
sowed, harvest reaped. Thus, towards the close of 1
thirteenth century the most precious commodity in Fran
the source of all wealth and power, was the husbandman-"
the laborer. Scarcity of hands had so much increased "
man’s value that he was haggled for, was enabled to max
good bargain for himself, to acquire not only his fre?@LI
but a concession of land. Sentiment, benevolence, Christ
charity, had little or nothing to do with the moveinl <
Thus, neither the clergy nor the monastic orders showeda J
alacrity in manumitting their serfs. Even in 1376
austere monks of St. Bruno, a brotherhood vowed to l)oVGey
and penance, sold a number of these white slaves, as
might have done a flock of sheep, to the Duke of Burgun
Nevertheless, here and there we come upon manumiss j
of favorite serfs made by individual owners ‘in the nam
Christ.””

The whole subject of Christianity and Slavery should
treated by a first-rate historian. It is not too much to
that the real facts have been obscured or suPP.res?qd Own
orthodox historians. Slavery existed in Europe right .
to the fifteenth century ; not serfdom, but complete f ~I1S_
and the Church owned slaves just like other proprie »
Vicomte D’Avenel shows that Languedoc and Gascony”j
instance, swarmed with slaves little more than four hd“ jaC*
"ears ago—Turks, Egyptians, and negroes. A"

aracen ” sold for about £25, and a little negro fetchea
the price of a parrot. This was fifteen centuries att
advent of Jesus Christ.

tjl6

In an article on “ Ancient Egyptian Ideas of Innnoi tah
Mr. Boscawen says : “ The Ancient Egyptian thoug
dead composed of four parts—viz., Sah, the mummy >
the soul; Khu, intelligence ; and Ka, the double. &£

The Ka, or spirit, could not exist without its i;ltj°rsae
bread, beer, wine, meat, oxen, and geese, whic .
supplied for its sustenance. When a person died “ocR
considered that he became absorbed into the spifitu -jhoid
of the chief deity—Osiris. The body could OXISI, ' bod)"
the Ka, but the latter could not exist without tn _ aXx
Hence the Ancient Egyptians went to so much trou
expense to preserve their carcases. B

- J»

Itudyard Kipling’'s new poem, “ Mulholland’s 9aPcero8
is an amusing production. Mulholland getsina d ®
position among the cattle that had broken loose on a(Qj,
deck in a gale of wind ; so he makes a“ Contract wi
something like Jacob in the old Jew Book.

An’ by the terms of the Contract, as | have read the

If He got me to port alive | would exalt his name,

And praise His Holy Majesty till further ordersca <
MulkoHand gets his orders from “ God ” to go back 4 thc
cattle-boats, after his recovery in hospital, and pcg’ rgin
(Jospel to his drinking, swearing, and fighting Pals-
comes this delicious verse :—

I have been emit and bruisPd, as warned would bo tho caxY
An turned my cheek to the smitor oxactly as Scripturo
But following that, | knocked him down an’ led him up to u

Mr. Hall Caine, the novelist, has written a Life wf Othe[
Could anything be more appropriate? 1no3’ a joof
noveustS’ -juattnew, iviarg, imive, ana juuu, wrote

» ™e a&’>*“d a*f 20mewrhat behind the taste of the P7_
mg . Mr. Hall Caine has taken their material, win , .fiQt

that exists and worked it up in a more fin de siecle &
iNo doubt it will pay him as well as The 'Manxman.

We read that Mr. Hall Caine will re-write hisJesf »
now after a prolonged stay in the one-horse country to

is facetiously called the Holy Land. Perhaps to***
put in the necessary local color : perhaps he hopes
an infusion of the Holy Ghost.
lost
Poor Lord Rosebery Ho has hdd Hls €hB¥ite heel JE
Keeping”~race-horses, and winning the Jteroy, =— »u-.,.,
™ t The editef 8f the Methodist Times says pressl

ought to know= In funereal tones, and with an .] tD'lp
ihntrukeRMr=nghes depisrss *the Nl »

out to W U'Fortullato man.” But while the I**?1 t0 %

earnestlv h » est «inner may return, ~

before H/;sH°Rdd<ther! foro> that his lordship, rfg

Sunday in " "and “flve his heart to God Ore
premiera"-* r Jamess Hall. By doing so he will # C

ffr Pricil? f a w.lolc generation. Still, .
convert  TeSilcB WL\ not'write a book about his

could bcar”~at wou d he a greater punishme»
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

Sunday, June 16, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, Loudon, E.C. :
Mrs. Besant’'s New Views of Christianity.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

0' .Charles W atts's Engagements.—June 23 and 30, Hall of
Science, London. July 28, August 4 and H, ~ambenve
AU communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a
Wply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be
Senclosod) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, b. W.
‘aed.—W e rank with the admirers of Robert Browning as
lev*?6*" But his Christianity seems to us but little above the

un’ ?o0mmon Methodism. Its redeeming feature was its
ho Iversalism. Browning thought that all would be saved some-

Duhi™u® sotno bilme- Of course we say this in view of his
dfioi- jd w°rk. In private, according to Robert Buchanan, he
that*!. TecaH°d a Christian at all. Perhaps the truth is

" "e grew out of Christianity in later years. We know the
>7°u refer to—" Gold Hairs.” It is fine in its way, and is

in ,Peba without the last two verses. The “ lie” referred to

Hati , Ufth line of the last verse is, of course, the doctrine of

bate1 Human goodness, which Christianity has always com-
U and must combat to the end of the chapter.

BER— thanks for cuttings.
iR (Belfast).— It is a Christian trick to call Joseph Barker
ql e lInfidel lecturer and co-editor of the National Reformer with
jsthev 8 Bradlaugh.” People who read it are led to believe that
Naf are reading recent history. Joseph Barker started the
Thov®,lar™ & orm°r with Charles Bradlaugh thirty-fire years ago,
« Y soon parted, and Joseph Barker, finding he could not
ch 8 the Freethought movement in England, went back to
tm., lanity. He was a most unstable man—everything by
E, g" la a«d nothing long.
fU st)jnEY.—(1) Christianity is nothing without reference to a
life I°w Q Secularism has nothing at all to do with a future
Jiff Hence the sanctions of the two systems are entirely
life ,re?i’ Christians never talk about making the best of this
not , d bbey are shaky about the next life. Christianity does
sonU?" doing the best for humanity ; it moans saving your
othi tnreugh the blood of Christ. Tako that away, and its
so far as it is true, belongs to humanity at
'fbaving existed before Christianity was born. (2) If the
said 01 , Bible meant to rec immend teetotalism, he could have
J, 30 plainly, like the God of the Koran,
of —Your order handed to Mr. Fordor. We regret to hoar
Probf Prelonged depression at West Auckland. These industrial
cdom eta3 are vastly more important than the problems of king-
bMir°me *
with jAlley (Yarmouth).—Freethinkers certainly ought to deal
litoratUew3ao 8rits who are liberal enough to supply Secular
'vWnRre' Ye thank you for displaying our contents-sheet,
T. 13 a help to our circulation.
8reet ' Bas again accepted the secretaryship of tho Chestor-le-
hiukerprranC1' There are scores, perhaps hundreds, of Free-
Nirtiey8 district, and wo hope they will rally round Mr.
and tho Branch.
duftrtr j alent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowladges .
Procto - ab Bristol Conference, £2 12s. ; J. Withey, 5s.; J.
Bran,ir' 13> A Friend, 5s.: Mrs. Henderson, £1 ; Huddersfield
W GZ “>7s. 6d.; 1. Tapp, 6s.
that J 7 P3lnba out, with reference to Mr. Engstriim’s letter,
doct,.. SUa Christ appears to have known nothing about the
Christ 6 0 ,original sin, which is a speciality of Paul's. Jesus
repeil, 3P°ko of “ ninety and nine just persons who need no

OF 5 0hu” rdh THRIPASENH WA i i BBPabH b 241 1tHb tieandriTag

C Boj;(il I'~'Thanks. See paragraph,

fixate'; r' Hutnam would probably not ontor into a public

t°B ani to 3 country except after consultation with Messrs.

° overvfk mtt3. It is scarcely fair to leave him at tho mercy

~ent ' Christian Evidence lecturer who wants an advertiso-

-P,

{ ahiai70FR— Glad to hear you were all so pleased with Mr.
p OsPitalit Glasgow. Tiie American Secularists will prize tho
, b, JJ - y YOU showed their representative.

VtHa ReALY'—Thanks for cuttings.

G0 JVEo.— Truthseeker—Boston Investigator—Liberal—
;iuan T; liberator—Twentieth Century—Frcidenkor—Isle
Y J i t mes—Liberty—Two Worlds—Progressive Thinker—

~ EchW v Advortiser—Liverpool Courier—Harbinger of
Tio0 r;nlorning Leader—Essex Telegraph—Crescent—

7 '“«torn p -8udh®—Islamic World Birmingham Daily Mail—
IrY'XAsalonr '£aro—Manchester Courier—Nottingham Guardian-

Vi 8bar—Beading Observer—Blue Grass Blado.

b( ath i n j,8ond ua newspapers would onhance tho favor by
iVLis j a passagos to which they wish to call our attention.
Sen, ™ “oouto3®"“Hor of tho Freethinker should be addrossod to

°r-8troot, London, E.C.
Ih7 A,'VeRtisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
fof ~  h°aUWPrd3. 6d- Disjfiayed Advertisements:—Ono inch,

0~ * tePQEtIONg*UIUN>E£ 1 2a* column> terms

T,T

~"mstr”™are should be sont to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stono-
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AFTER THE CONFERENCE.

Conferences are very useful gatherings. They enable
workers in various parts of the country to meet and get
acquainted. They excite a certain amount of moral
enthusiasm. They also lead to the comparison of ideas as
to the best way of promoting the success of the movement;
and although these ideas are sometimes very crude, and
more imaginative than practical, there is sure to be some
advantage in their open ventilation and discussion.

At the Bristol Conference one or two Branches desired
to add to the N.S.S. Immediate Practical Objects, but the
proposal was negatived. We have already a pretty
extensive program, about which there is, in the main,
practical unanimity. But if we go on adding planks, after
controversy and division, we shall weaken rather than
strengthen our Society. It should never be forgotten that
our primary bond is Freethought, and that our chief object
is to fight Theology, which, in education, politics, and
social life, still exercises an oppressive and reactionary
influence.

Mr. Watts’s proposal, which was adopted, seems to me
a very useful one, if it is carried out with sufficient
thought and care. A little volume, plainly written, and
showing how Freethought conflicts with Theology in
public and private life—in politics, sociology, and ethics—
would be of inestimable value. It is not enough to offer
inquirers a catalogue of Principles and Objects. The
skeleton must be clothed with flesh, or it will not be
attractive.

Mr. George Ward’s proposal, on behalf of the Finsbury
Park Branch, was also good intiinsically, though the
Conference did not think the time had arrived for carrying
it into effect. It would involve a heavy expense to send
an organising secretary through the country to do what was
contemplated. The proposal, however, being remitted as a
recommendation to the Executive, can be Liken up without
further discussion at the psychological moment.

Mr. Cohen’s proposal was also excellent, but it has been
carried before. It is a capital idea to send lecturers into
the country, but the difficulty is how to do it. Personally,
| do not believe it can be done by our present organisation ;
and | am reluctantly and painfully driven to the belief that
our organisation cannot be much improved while we lie
under legal disabilities. Brains and energy cannot work
without means. Enthusiasts may think otherwise, but
they soon get undeceived if they condescend to practice.
The bigoted Christian law is the secret of all our
difficulties. We have lost thousands of pounds during the
brief term of my presidency, and we shall go on losing
until the law isaltered. Meanwhile, we may dodge the law,
but we have no real security; for even if property itself is
secure, there is no guarantee that it will not be alienated
from its original purposes. Mr. Joseph Symes built a hall
at Melbourne, and other people are in possession. He
denounces them as tricksters and thieves—as they are from
a moral point of view—but they laugh at him, for the law
is on their side. Yes, we shall never do great things, as an
organisation, until property can he dedicated to, and held in
trust for, our special objects—that is, until we enjoy the
advantages of endowment like other bodies.

While our organisation remains as it is, in consequence
of our disabilities, 1 see little use in the means by which
Mr. Cohen’s proposal is sought to be carried out. A
committee must sit somewhere, and if it sits in London
what does it really know (as things now are) of the
provinces 1 Only a person who goes all over the country
is in a position to know what is wanted. Accordingly I
told the Conference that | had resolved to take this
matter in hand myself. | have worked out my plans, and
in a month or so | shall put them into a circular. All the
lecturers | have spoken to believe in my idea as the only
one that is practicable in the circumstances, and | shall be
happy if I can utilise their services, as they should be
utilised, in tho propaganda of our principles.

| have no doubt that the Committee appointed to report
to the Executive will fall in with my scheme when they
come to talk it over with me. | have given the matter
much thought; | have taken it to bed with me and got
up with it in the morning; and so far as our lecturing
system is concerned, | see no alternative between my

plan and chaos. g -\y FOOTE.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

Mu. Foote occupies the London Hall of Science platform
again this evening (June 16). His subject will be “ Mrs.
Besant’'s New Views of Christianity.” After the lecture Mr.
Foote will announce the decision of the Directors of the
National Secular Hall Society with respect to the institu-
tion.

Mr. Putnam lectured at Glasgow last Sunday, and, in spite
of the midsummer weather, to capital audiences, the evening
meeting being phenomenal for the time of the year. His
lectures were highly appreciated, and a general hope was
expressed that he would soon revisit the “ tight little
island.” A collection for the Glasgow Infirmary realised
£3 15s.

The day before his Glasgow lectures, Messrs. Gilmour and
Black took Mr. Putnam down the Clyde, and he was
enchanted with the spectacle, first of human industry, and
then of natural beauty. Mr. Putnam was in good hands
that day, and, as the Yankees say, he had a good time all
through. To day (June 16) he lectures at Edinburgh, and of
course the “ saints” will give him a first-rate welcome.

We have received the New York Truthsecher containing
the first of Mr. Putnam’s letters after his reception in
England. Our American guest is very warm-hearted, and
it is with considerable hesitation that we decide to repro-
duce some portions of his letter for the benefit of our own
readers, who will not be able to see the blushes of those
he eulogises. The extracts will appear in our next issue.

Mr. A. B. Moss was very busy on Sunday. Three open-air
lectures make a big day’s work. His afternoon meeting in
Victoria Park was a very large one. A certain Christian
rowdy was t; ,if* vith his lambs, intending to create a
disturbanr ” .oir interruptions, however, wore dealt with
by Mr. Moss with good humor. After the lecture, however,
there was a very ugly rush for the platform; but the members
around it stood firm, and they were supported by six
stalwart policemen, who meant to stop the little game of
those

Who prove their doctrino orthodox
By apostolic blows and knocks.

Thanks are due to the County Council police for their
prompt action in stopping disorder.

Bristol Christians are annoyed. They went about saying
that Secularism was dead, and lo! the N.S.S. held its
Conference at Bristol, and reports appeared in the local
newspapers. This was too much for Christian flesh and
blood to bear with equanimity. Accordingly, a Christian
Evidence lecturer, named Grinstead, went to Eastville Park
to lecture on Secularism—the thing that was dead ; and
gravely informed his hearers that all Freethinkers were
pot-house men. It is a wonder he did not say he had met
them there. On the following Sunday, the N.S.S. Branch
secretary, Mr. Keast, lectured on the same subject, taking
the precaution to have a police officer handy, much to the
surprise and disgust of a few Christians who came for a
row. Mr. Keast put some questions which the Grinsteadites
could not answer. They could answer in one way, but they
feared that policeman.

In mentioning the Bristol papers that reported the
N.S.S. Conference, we overlooked the Times and Mirror. A
correspondent who sends us the cutting writes: “When |
saw it | thought the days of miracles had returned. So
orthodox has the Times aiul Mirror been hitherto, that for
several years it would not notice, except by ins. ting their
advertisements, such mild heretics as the Bristol Sunday
Societ)ll. Secularism is clearly becoming respectable even in
Bristol.”

The Wood Green Branch is doing good work at its open-

air station. Unfortunately it has to meet unscrupulous
opposition. We hope the local Freethinkers will rally
round the platform and support the lecturers. It will

never do to have any of our meetings broken up by bigots.

The International Congress of Freethinkers will be held
this year at Brussels on September 22, 23, and 24. All the
arrangements are being undertaken by the Belgian
Rationalist Federation. Four subjects are definitely placed
on the agenda for discussion : (1) The Abolition of War,
(2) The Relations between Church and State, (3) The Equality
of Men and Women, (4) The Religious Emancipation of
Women. Some groups also propose to discuss the Attitude
of Frcethought towards Christian Democracy. The circular
will be laid before the National Secular Society’s Executive
at its next meeting, when a delegation to the Congress will
no doubt be decided upon.
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“A Freethinker” protests in the London Star against th
narrow sectarianism of the Anti-Vivisection Society, tt
annual meeting opened with “prayer,” and most of t*)
speakers talked a great deal about “religion.” The u«*
correspondent says that all this is in spite of the fact tha
“ the modern humanitarian movement is largely the worko
Freethinkers, while on the other hand many vivisection®,
are unimpeachably orthodox in their creed.” We may ap ’
for our own part, that the noblest denunciation of tn
vivisectors came from the pen of Colonel Ingersoll.

Mr. Herbert Spencer has had to decline the Prussian
Royal Order “ Pour le Mérite,” as he holds that certain
opinions of his, often repeated and strongly expressed,
debar him from accepting it. After all, he can afford to
dispense with orders and decorations. It is better to
remain plain Mr. Herbert Spencer. . That name will IC
enough on his tombstone.

Ihe Manchester Branch desires us to announce that its
Annual Picnic will take place on Sunday, July 14, at Chester
hriends intending to join the party are requested to appo
for tickets at once, so that the necessary arrangements wwW
be made without delay. Full particulars will be given late*
on. Address—Joseph Seddon, 83 Upper Lloyd-street, M°s
Side. *

The Boston Investigator, now in its 65th volume, copie)
Mr. Stephenson’s poem, “ Fiend or Fool,” from our pages, to
the first position in its own.

The 24th Judicial District Court of Kansas, in Barber
County, has just decided that the reading of the Bible is Df
compulsory in the public schools of that State. A =i, ,
thinking father, whose son was expelled for refusing tot'")
partin devotional exercises, obtained a mandamus compelll
the board to reinstate his son as a member of the school-

IChrist is the Head of this House ; He is tvf\)g"lsmzeezl
guest BRI 1O a rhbY ihkbiBat op the WAL Ay
temperance restaurant at Bristol. It is quite usua , tmesi
head of the house to put in an appearance at moal-ti
but at this particular restaurant the provender was n
the savory character expected when so distinguished a h Q
puts in his appearance. The Bishop of Bristol would i
bably have elevated his nose at the meals.

A CABINET COUNCIL IN HEAVEN.

Time : The beginning of our era. One Sabbath 1 jjOiy
Eleven o'clock bythecelestial chronometer. Ip rlibs
Ghost flaps its wings and coos aloud. Yaveh, waking,

his eyes : “ Wliat's up V

Holy Ghost: “ News from the earth.” n SY
Yaveh : “What news 1 Si je consols comnien jjOw
comporte Je veux bien que le (liable m'emportc.
is my only begotten Son getting on below
Holy Ghost: “ He has become a D.D.”
Yaveh: “ What'sthat V ,
Holy Ghost: “ Devil Dodger.” . f) biu
Yaveh: “Don't understand Latin turned 1M
English.” , sho"fi
oly Ghost: “ Well, Yaveh, you aro the boss of tn ,,
and created everything (Yavch nods), devils induct < poll
Yaveh : “ Certes—to plague mankind. Four 110
plaisir.” cutRU
Holy Ghost: “ You sent devils into men, and y0“”~ , b»
non—enfant terrible—is having some rare fun, st
He is driving them out. A pack of poor devils .
entered the bellies of pigs I” Trinite = Y
Yaveh (in a rage): “Sacre nom do la
lightning apparatus " I'll smash the damned coon = it »
The apparatus is set up, but the Holy Ghost g1 Int

slight turn, and the lightning strikes an

orin, which disappears with thousands fll \ eavaB
people. There wasljoy-imheaven: | "Ghékgs: UPpPoEie-
are telling.” Charles Kroll L-u

The church doors throughout the cdgital of oo fi
have been covered with placards inciting tHE REIRA. fin
the Queen and her husband, and welcomo the I rea
is the effect of the new Catholic crusade. Oufltr-1i

Evangelist Wharton says : “ | believe in L~"1l jn
the freedom of the press,and free speech ; but = Of o'*,(
of shutting the mouth and gagging the toug -,ing r”
person who goes around defaming God and unm jivile
teachings of God’'s Church.” Brother Wharton

century or so behind his time.
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MAN'S DUAL NATURE.

Theosophy, | think, is now the only system which teaches
*hat man’s nature is of a sevenfold character. ~So far it is
Universally apprehended that human nature is divided m
W0 phases. The metaphysician’s terms are “ mundane
NT supermundane,” or “ natural and transcendental.
(je Spiritists call it “ material and spiritual.” The
hristian employs the expression, “ body and soul.” The
fewest of new Spiritualists divide our nature in three;
distinguish between “soul” and “ spirit,” or the
nhiCid and the intellectual plane. Leaving the un-
Ittestionablc material element out, however, wo have
1 .ubtedly still a twofold nature left. We have the
witiment or emotion, and the intellect or reason. lho
PIrtol is the animal |nst|nct refined, our motive power,
e stlmuﬂu_ to adtion; the latter i5 tAo S8CoT
. Or reflection, the guiding power of utility. Each
jrsits . 0
°Wu. functi®°n to perform, and whero the line is not
IYv'l 1 its proper place, there mischief is the result.
the fIC ~c sentiment is unguided by reason, it assumes
inf. Ua of superstition, and where misplaced it culminates
Uantlc passion.
fo)tAUc >t is that we stand, as it were, kicking with ono
dry ]°u j~e moist soil of superstition, and the other on the
rg], U< °i reason. Tho former draws us back towards
As 8. In as the latter pulls us up towards common sense,
prevails, so the other recedes; as tho first is
deglected: o, the last flourishes. We are referred to
youi ?le These believe in Christianity. Why cannot
"hich e ° Uearest and simplest answer to this question,
uii'l j) Js.tile very embodiment of absurdity both in form
tpiufc, would be, first, because my brain is differently
e~ted, of course; besides, my education and
0"|Ivc ~ee" different from theirs. But | should
f WSL—nO te ask, Has their religion any/th‘mg to go with
Hsigh v 1Kitanship 1 Docs the statesman, in his capacity
l,..-,” Ue out his Christianity? Does he refrain from
fnrtlictUea" « N1C maintenance of tho army, or the
assist tlcc °f implements of war 1 If not, ho does not
0,. (JCe° acep the commandment, “ Thou shalt not kill.”
es’rcjs( | 0 Christian physician pray over tho sick or
Medici, v~s' Rke Jesus did, instead of giving them
«onto., Or does tho Christian Judge sanction tho
Aay) meet, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live”?
«O5ityit /  recently, in lIreland, a poor woman who was
M trelta ,°? witchcraft was held over fire and otherwise
S t ~ 1Morder to effect a cure; but the ultra-religious
Seut Ch-.0 secured, and an inquiry was opened. Or do
Je ait llstian judges believo in the Bible, when it teaches
an°inting as a remedy for illness 1 Nay, last
B’ U parents in London were imprisoned for that
Ufne V¥hy b}j the argument of greaitness we might
lo m5i4 w nou MIf mo*« 6*"""
»at ;" s who believe in Roman Catholicism, therefore
Wi rlght, orthero are great Freethinkers who dis
Thefa.1? Christianity, therefore Christianity is wrong
H Is>Statesmen are politicians whon in Parliament
chntwWs, and on Sundays they are Christians and go
*iJ r>e. They are politicians when dealing with politics,
lje ristians when writing in religious magazines.
N thft~Sain, then, are we confronted with anothci i
~iti "filicity of human nature. And what is the t -
V an.U may be said, not without valid grounds, that
o is only just emerging out of its infancy. 10
!Qout,, apo is worn oir, but the animal instincts are not
i oL Again, there Rave BeeR mere e8RtYFigs of
iio° e*hiljifd, er unnatural, selection, in which all thoso
hilfTetiden =  even slightest symptoms of mental
W ~elo"0,M1-0 killed off, and only tho religious and
hg*ly®arg *f Were permitted to survive, than there have
C>near \religious freedom. But is there not another
thjnv hand 1 Could a clearer and moro logical
NL] W r ne nOt k° established in one generation
E, 's«W ~-that tho plastic, susceptible mind of the
0j (. °d and crippled in the school by the mixing
wot-]'?8cal ei'rrcc’ncileable theories—scientific facts and
W v srier] ' 10rs>facts and fancies, knowledge and guess
that , aU* suporstition. In one hour tho pupil i
S\Wgi.hegun Ur earth is the centre of the universe, and
~ht ~ ploOn>and stars were put in the heavens to
s inhabitants ; in the next hour ho is taught,

with as much fervor and gravity, that the globe itself is
only an infinitesimal part of the universe, an insignificant
speck in the heavens, moving through space with an incon-
ceivable rapidity, its movements depending upon the sun,
and, in turn, compelling the moon to follow it. In one
hour ho learns that man was once created perfect, but fell,
and that he is now a depraved, corrupt being, who is
helplessly lost to an irrevocable doom, unless he gets some-
one else to atone for him; and, in the next, he learns from
history that man has gradually developed from a lower
type, working out his own salvation, and he knows from
experience that there are good qualities in tho worst, and
bad in the best men, and that everybody has to face his
own guilt, suffer for his own transgressions, and bear his
own responsibility, and that no personal sin can be atoned
for by another. At one time he is told that maladies are
tho result of the possession of devils, at another that they
arise through natural causes. In one lesson he is brought
to believe that witchcraft is a crime to be punished by
death; in another, that it does not exist. One day he
is taught to rely on prayer; another, to help himself. One
day that killing is a crime ; another, that he who will not
risk his life to exterminate the heathen, in order to convert
them, is kindling the wrath of God.

Is it a wonder, then, that reason is impeded, the intellect
stifled, and judgment perverted1l Is it a wonder that
passion is fostered, that superstition and bigotry flourish,
and that the instincts are sustained 1 The time thus
spent is wasted, and so is the longer time which is required
to unlearn those pernicious errors. When we consider that
these precious years—the years that should be utilised to
give the child a foundation for a lifetime—are thus lost,
never to return, and that the energy which should be given
in the service of mankind is thus swallowed up in the
quibbling of theological controversy, w~must admit that it
is a scandal and a disgrace, and it is cnodjgk to raise the
indignation of any right-minded philanthropist. Stealing
money is a crime, but thieving time and energy from the
weak and unprotected child is the most abominable theft
of all; and 1 would fling back into the teeth of those who
are responsible for this state of alfairs the saying : “ What
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose
his own soul I’

But | look forward to a time when this sort of thing
shall have ceased; when the Unknowable shall be left out
of the field of education till tho child has a mind of its
own to judge for him or herself; when he or she is able to
sift the chaff from the wheat and discern the truth from
falsehood ; when the little minds shall no longer be tortured
by the fear of hell, and charged with the impossible task
of uniting the incompatible ; and when the time of learning
shall bo wholly devoted to the sphere of the realm of
scionce. Then, and not till then, will spring up a noble
race to bless humanity, which has long enough been held
in bondage by the cursed and baneful influence of religious
strifo and tyranny, and to establish a paradise upon earth,
which has too long been tho scene of all the horrors of
a hideous hell. Then, and not till then, shall bigotry,
tyranny, and irrational brute-passion subside, and Reason,
with her train of noblo servants, reign supremo.

J. K. Maagaard.

Obituary.

Ouu London friends will hear with regret of the death of
Mrs. Mary Hartmann, wife of the much-respected Vice-
President, Mr. S. Hartmann. It was my painful duty to
conduct the last offices for the deceased at the Crematorium,
at Brookwood, on Sunday last. The sad event was accen-
tuated by the fact that Mr. Hartmann was away in Germany,
just recovering from a severe illness after undergoing opera-
tions for an internal complaint; and he was prevented, by
distance, from arriving home until a few hours after his
wife’'s death. Several friends were present from the
Camberwell Branch who, after the cremation, visited the
ground where the ashes are to be buried, which is immedi-
ately behind the grave of Mr. Bradlaugh. This spot is
becoming quite a“ Freethinkers’ corner.” One inscription
on a very old lady simply says : “ She led a good life with-
out hope of reward or fear of punishment.” In the name of
the whole of the Executive and of the many members who
know our good friend Hartmann, | tender our sympathy
and respect to him and the only daughter in their bereave-
ment.—Robert Fordfk.
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BOOK CHAT.

A Life's Experience is a good title for a treatise on
Hydraulics and many other matters, by James Emerson, of
Willimansett, Massachusetts, who, besides much pertaining
to his_ business of testing water wheels, has some plain
speaking directed agaifst Iawi,t doctorf, and priestcraft.

The Essentials of Logic, by Bernard Bosanquet (Macmillan
& Co.), consists of ten lectures given under the Oxford
University Extension system. Beyond the technical
instructions on the art of judgment and inference, some
sound advice is given ; for instance, the following : “ Deter-
mine always to know the truth; welcome all information
and all suggestion; but remember that truth is always
systematic, and that every judgment, when you scrutinise
it, demands a fuller and fuller connection with the structure
of life. It is not cleverness or learning that makes the
philosopher; it is a certain spirit, openness of mind,
thoroughness of work, and hatred of superficiality.”

* * *

It is a reproach to European histories of philosophies that
hitherto they have overlooked the profound systems of
thought long current in the East, and which ages ago
anticipated nearly all that the Germans have advanced in a
transcendental direction. This reproach Dr. Paul Deussen
removes in his Allgemeine Geschichte der Philosophic. Pro-
fessor Deussen begins by discussing Indian philosophy,
with which he is thoroughly at home, before proceeding to
that of Greece, that of the Bible, that of the Middle Ages,
and Modern Philosophy.

*

* *

Perhaps, when the Germans find that transcendentalism
has been tried and found wanting in India, they may fall
back on practical experience. Some sign of this may be
seen in the publication of Immanente Philosophic, by Max
Kauffmann. The immanent philosophy is a German form
of Positivism d'..arding ontology and all metaphysical
hypotheses, anti concerning itself alone with the demonstrable
ana real.

* * *

Dr. Allan Menzies has issued through Murray a sketch of
primitive religious beliefs and practices, and of tin; origin of
the Great Systems, under the bold title of A History of
Religion. It goes somewhat on the lines of G. P. Tiele’s
work, and gives a useful list of authorities.

* *

Joseph Jacobs, noticing in the Jewish Quarterly Review
Dr. James Drummond'’s Hibbert Lecture on “ Christianity in
its Most Intelligible Forms,” says : “ The Christian scheme
is Individualistic in tendency; the Jewish was largely
Socialistic. The primary care of the Christian is his own

soul; that of the Jew, his own nation.”
* * *

Mr. Jacobs says, further: *“The ideal personality of a
mystic Christ is the real differentia of Christianity from
other religions. A real personality, like the Jesus of the
Synoptic Gospels [1], could not be made into an ideal for all
humanity. He himself was conditioned by the historic
circumstances of his time, and those who would follow him
would be limited to his authentic acts and utterances. But
in the ideal figure of the Christ, as created by Paul and John,
each generation of men could read their own ideals, and
have done so. The historic problem of Christianity is to
trace how this purely ideal figure of Christ became attached
to the name and life of the Jewish peasant of Galilee.”

* *

*

Thomas Paine in a New Light is an address by M. M.
Mangasarian, who is a lecturer of the Chicago Society for
Ethical Culture. The new light is not at al pew to Free-
thinkers, nor on the whole do we think it a very true one.
M. Mangasarian, like some other Ethical Culturists, seems
very fastidious, and objects to pioneer work that it was not
done in kid gloves.

* * *

When Did Paul Live? by “Scliolasticusj” is another
American pamphlet, sent us by Mr. L. Levine, to whose
courtesy we are indebted for many American papers.
“ Scholasticus” argues that, as Josephus knew nothing of
Paul or other Apostles, the story of the Jeivish Life of
Christ may be incorrect, and Paul antedate the Christian
era.

* * *

Dr. Hamburger, the head Rabbi in Berlin, has put out a
book entitled Jesus of Nazareth. His object is to exonerate
his race from the charge of crucifying Christ. He urges
that the power was in the hands of the Romans, and that he
was put to death as a political agitator. That the people of
Jerusalem received Jesus with joy was sufficient to rouse
the Romans, who were wont to crucify the Jews by
hundreds and thousands if they removed the votive tablets
and statues of the emperors.
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Dr. Hamburger contends that Jesus could only have
put to death by the Jews as a blasphemer, if he had cu
Jehovah, and such a charge or any could only be hear
a full Sanhedrim, and in the day time. Moreover, |,
verdict could not be given until three full days had P?j
All this is inconsistent with the gospel story of the tn
Jesus by night, with grave Jewish judges spitting r
him, and the execution early the next morning.

THE CRIMES OF CLERGYMEN.

A correspondent takes us to task for giving s?.'eie
prominence to the shortcomings of the clergy, wliC
characterises as a waste of valuable space and of no ea,,
importance to the furtherance of the principles ot t0
thought. It is quite true that we have not hesitate j
place before our readers the delinquencies of this c
people; and for all we can see to the contrary itis1
line of our work to continue to do so.

It is not that we are disposed to rejoice over tn
conduct of our fellow-men, or that we have any tasD d.
the recital of their dishonorable doings, that we °P®
columns to such news. This class of men occupy an® are
erroneous position in the eyes of the community. Ji'j].eir
held in places of esteem and trust, irrespective ni (D=
individual merits, and solely on account of then-ProV vy, to
and it is because of this fact that we deem it our <
expose their crimes whenever and wherever tny
committed, so that the public may the more quickly
the lack of moral force which there is in religion, a ollnd
danger lurking in the mawkish sentiments which su

euil

the sacerdotal class with a false halo of purity and n . nOf

When the public learns that it is not the E. eMaftho
faith which makes the man ; when it truly realises m“g
with the high choker and the ministerial air , on

nevertheless, a villain, and is the more to be wat ~ O
that account; when Christian wives have the courag (jib
bright young lady dwelling not a hundred mile® 11 ccasipB
city, who told one of these pious hypocrites on the ifa
of his second or third visit that, if he intended to cV enl'er
she would prefer to have him come in the evening' ye to
husband would be at home, then may we be anuji” jjttle
our correspondent’s criticism ; but then there will
to criticise, as we shall have little to report. n '

The Investlgator believes that there is nothlng" ~rc
than a pure moral character, and that nothing
conducive to this ideal attainment than honest, le°]la{, &
and self-respecting employment. This clergymen .~e3dji
their profession is one of ease, affording opportm rQJi®
temptations for wrong-doing, to which the man e °
daily labor is not subjected. The calling }s ® Ocol’ra
immoral tendency, and should be painted in its twOIf e -
so that honest men and women may know the  res#at*
when he is disguised in sheep’s clothing. For tn aSol
we shall continue to expose the crimes of the clergy
of the highest duties wliich wc owe to society.

—Boston Investigator.

Utilising’ the Bible. thiflrg

to hang in theirlfar™~r”~ suEP]ying themselves witw--
Holy Bible, to stimulate’ *Tith choice quotations fro®
specimens :— a’e lhe tippling habit. Her®

him drink andW et thase that be of heavyhea”y

nO0«m?re” CRrover™ xXxi INVeirfcy an<J remember “b

lusteth after k lICstolv tbat money for whatsoever thlJ°at.
xiv. 2G). eeeetor wine or for strong drink

thj k” (Lvf * N
acct r|n?< o]vilovr\{ge (v esmg(]gsrrxi.

loT B.....

encourage thelinking elernfal6 BiWwe © contrihatl°’D>

oo *°

t, f
peart, for “*d

W!/@Wéﬁllb VLR rr"tal of.a church as the congregate
reathing J.Z°, ~-looking young men d
heoWy regardin sentiments of piet

iae OI}:/herY%1 g se;mon they had ?usty" °n Ief

hew aroundine ffifi /1 ofice, and hisarms”™ h
as he recovered la tcn different directions at °nard. G
(lot"John Collinsi .. /.~cfindibrium, he ripped outm ™ ji®
@fre- Thenad | ‘HI* more and Id have go»6Jj toe
place. a We°P and dark-blue silence fell oU 3
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MR. PUTNAM'S ENGAGEMENTS.

C ables Watts has made the following lecturing

8agements for Mr. S. P. Putnam (—

v~ ¢ 16, Edinburgh; 23, Manchester; 24, Derby ;
Nottingham; 30, Sheffield.

ppitily 6, Chester-le-Street Branch (lecture held at West
U N"Operative Hell at G.30) ; 7, Newcastle-on-Tyne;
> nstol; 16 and 17, Plymouth ; 21, Birmingham.

August li, Failsworth ; 18, Leicester ; 25, Liverpool.

at'lfel Note. Through an error Mr. Putnam has July 28
toV Any Branch requiring that date should write
ar- Watts at once.

fore “utuam will return to New York on Sept. 7, there-
Cae tfiends who have not engaged him should communi-
abov™  Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any of the
for »? towns requiring week-night lectures should arrange
theg Zlutnam to visit them when he is in their district on

25,

ballad of the bolted bones.

Miss Sarah Abeliza Jones,
A ritualistic maid devout,
Possessed a box of holy bones
She couldn’t get along without.

Full many a finger that, for alms,

~Cash down, had erst absolved and blessed ;

Full many a toe whose saintly charms
Devotion’s pious lips had pressed.

Ascetic was the maiden’s bent,
And in her self-devotion vast,
Vicariously keeping Lent,
She set her poodle dog to fast,

And bade him live on cold, raw hope,
The inner dog to mortify.

All ! maid devout, 'twas rash to ope
The relic-chest when he was by !

In vain the blow—the warning tones—
For ere she bolted down the lid

The dog had bolted down the bones,
And bolted down the street and hid.

Current Christian Creeds.

KO luhle of Eden to the imagination of the last
m™Ocat’ i O0whole story of the Divine order of the world is
IUPV .~ and deformed. The blight of birth-sin, with its
WVtli j(sary perdition ; the scheme of expiatory redemption,
i“tulat Vlcat>ous salvation ; the incarnation, with its low
oifAurkakKl ~le relations between God and man, and its
Jucial [ doctrine of two natures in one person ; the
p kee, anstt)ission of grace through material elements in
i “hg of'oi a consecrated corporation; the second
> 1 Christ to summon the dead, and part the sheep
tl a Wytf-*Is at the general judgment, are all the growth
i e’logy llca* literature, or Messianic dreams, or Pharisaic
Q@ S n?r @cra,uental superstition, or popular apotheosis,

th<ar V do these vain imaginations pre-occupy the
6x at not a moral or spiritual element finds entrance
J'Uiie , “ the forgiveness of sins.” To consecrate and
p~der the name of Christianity, a theory of the
th. . 0tloInV thus made up of illusions from obsolete
MI§ arl clvilisation, fmmense resotrees, material an
\j"dncp ofX?€e-(ed’ 1 effeet no less deplorable in the
aw archink re'igion than would be, in that of science,
°Homv au” missions for propagating the Ptolemaic
(cistpy’ and inculcating the rules of necromancy and
AMnir~Aer. James Afartineau, """The Seat of Authority in

Pr

> P- 050
ratar
A alvation Army meeting it was announced
” would bo held on the following week.
.Cncli, i ar gave the day and hour of the meeting,
A « gaivation is free, but not the tea.”

having finished his talk about the song of
eiHli o0 make a climax, turned towards an

L.Us p d, w an_appropriate gesture, exclaimed :
\ X T R TOERT, BReT e 0 tHE St B PMISE
\ (we nding up, at this moment, to .the throne of

Uside pt  Everybody listened ; but just 'then an old
the church rent the air with its “ 1?1111 "!
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| HAVE SEEN DEATH !

In my strength | denied God; his wisdom, his goodness, I
scorned.

In my weakness still 1 denied him ; nor learned | any new
thing.

Vaunted believers:
discernment.”

| have seen death, but not the wisdom of God.

Vaunted believers: “ Death’'s coming will
discernment.”

I have seen death, but not the goodness of God.

Vaunted believers: *“ Death’s coming will bring thee
discernment.”

I have seen death, but still I know not God.

Yea, | have seen the blackness of Sheol and feared not.

I have felt the chill of death and was unafraid.

I have lain in the stillness of night with death and
darkness.

Alone have | lain near death, with peace at my heart.

I looked into dread Sheol, and Sheol is Nothingness.

To the grave went | and listened, and all was still.

Deep darkness is there, and silence unbreakable.

The quiet of night, immutable, possesses the grave.

Harry H.

“ Death’s coming will bring thee

bring thee

Dressing a Saint.

Pearson’s Weekly (May 11) has an account of a visit to a
Saint Manufactory in Paris, which is known as Paradis, for
they turn out thousands of saints for all parts of the world
in plaster, stucco, pasteboard, wood, and metal. The head
of the establishment said : “ Do you see that great shapeless
mass of wood 1 We are going to make a Saint Rose of Lima
out of it. In the face, tinted in a manner which you would
look upon as glaring, but which is demanded by the natives
of the country, we will insert two enamelled eyes. We will
place a wig upon her head, and then dress her in all kinds of
rich materials. The red velvet mantle, studded with gold
embroidery, which will cover her shoulders, will cost £60.
The robe caught in at the waist by a paste girdle will come up
to £36, and add to that £15 to £20 extra for the linen under-
garments.”

“ What! under-garments T’

“ Why, certainly. This Virgin has underclothing exactly
the same as a flesh-and-blood woman. She has a whole
trousseau of chemises and chemisettes, and a wardrobe of
white skirts, which will be used in profusion on feast days
to give amplitude to her dress. Her stockings are of pink
silk, and she has some black silk ones also. Her feet will be
encased in satin shoes.”

PROFANE JOKES.

“1 don't like Willie,” said one youngster of another.
“ Why not V he was asked. *“’Cause every night he goes
and blabs everything to God.”

Dr. Litany, on the way home from Easter service,
remarked : “ Ah, Miss Van aer Mode, Easter-tide is truly a
joyous occasion.” “Yes, one does feel so happy in new
clothes.”

An old chief gave his experience of Indian agents this
way: “ S'pose agent heap bad man, heap swear, steal half
Injun blanket, Injun flour; s'pose agent lovum Jesus, steal
all.”

A Tennessee Methodist class leader had before him a
six months’ probationer, whom he was questioning for
admission to all the privileges of the Church.

“ Well. Sambo,” said the class leader, “ 1 hope you are
prepared to live a Christian life in accordance with your
profession. Have you stolen any chickens during the last
six months V

“No, sah ! | done stole no chickens.”

“ Havo you stolen any turkeys or pigs I’

Sambo looked grieved. *“ No, sah I’

“1 am very glad to hear this good report,” continued the
class leader, “and | trust you will continue to live an
honest, Christian life.”

After church Sambo hurried home with his wife, who
had overheard the catechising. When they were fairly out
of everybody’s hearing, he drew a long breath of relief and
turned a self-approving glance to his better half. * Golly,
he said, in a half-cautious whisper, “ ef he'd er said ducks

I'd be’'n a lost niggah, suah.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Nolices-of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and

be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.

Halt, of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.): 7, musical selections ; 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ Mrs. Besant's New Views of Christianity.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8 30,
social gathering for N.S.S. members and friends. Tuesday, at 9, dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
S”. John, “ Are Acquired Characters Inherited?”

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15,
Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ Edmund Burke and Law.”

West Ham Secdlar Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
Miss Vallance, “ Future Rewards and Punishments.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Fall of Man.”

Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, St. John, “ Christianity and Pro-
gress.”

Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, R. Forder, “ Religion and Progress.”

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, A. G. Hertzfeld, “ The Real and the Ideal
Jesus.” Thursday, at 8, O. James will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, Stanley Jones, “ Social Aspects
of Christianity.”

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand):
Resurrection 3.15, “ Heaven and Hell.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, Lucretius Keen, “ Can
we Follow Jesus ?” Thursday, at 8 30, Stanley Jones will lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ Can we
Follow Jesus?” 3.30; “Prophecy.” Wednesday, at 8, F. Haslam will
lecture.

Istington (Prebend-street,
“ Bible Comedy and Tragedy.”

Kilburn (High-road) : 7, J. Fagan,“ The Apostles’ Creed.”

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, W. Heaford,
“Why we do Not Believe in Christianity.”

Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Gospel Fairy
Tales.”

Mile End Waste : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Antidotes to Superstition.”

O1d Pimlico Pier: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Fairy Tales from the
Bible.”

Regent'sPark (near Gloucester Gate): 8 W. Hoaford, “ Holy Fables.”

Tottenham (corner of Angel-road) : 7, Stanley Jones, “ Social Aspects
of Christianity.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain):
lecture ; 3.15, Stanley Jones will lecture.
Sunday Fund.)

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Chris-
tianity and Civilisation”; 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ God so Loved the World.”
Thursday, at 8, Robert Forder, “ The Gospels : By Whom and When
Written ?”

11.15, O. Durrant, “ The

Packington-street) : 11.30, A. Guest,

11.15, S. R. Thompson will
(Collections in aid of Hospital

COUNTRY.

Liverpool (Oddfellows' Hall, St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ;
7, C. Doeg, “ Christianity and Paganism Compared.” Adjourned annual
meeting after lecture. n*

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 11. E.
Marx Aveling, “ The Materialistic Conception of History”; 3, “ Child
Labor”; 6.30, “ Religion and Morality.”

Nottingham (Woodland Hall, Upper Parliament-street): 7, Business
meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
3, Ernest Evans, “ Immortality from a Biological Point of View ”; 7,
“ The High Infantile Death-rate, and How to Prevent it.” Tea at 5.

South Shields Branch : 1.15, brakes leave North Shields for picnic
at Holywell Dene.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Ohester-le-Street (Grays, Old Pelton) : 7, a lecture.

Barnsley (May Day Green) : 11, W. Dyson, “ Religion and Morality
7,“ ATrinity of Infidels.”

Bristol (Eastville Park, lower end): 7, J. Keast, “ Is Christianity
True ?”

Derby (Market-place) : 11, Mr. Briggs will lecture.

Middlesbro' (Market-Place): Thursday, at 7; C. Cohen, “ The Exist-
ence of God.” Friday, “ Christianity and Morality.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, C. Cohen will lecture.

Stockton (Market Cross) : Monday, at 7, 0. Cohen, “ Christianity :
Cali it Last?” Tuesday, “ Christ as a Teacher.” Wednesday, “ The
Meaning of Secularism.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—June 16, New-
castle-on-Tyne ; 17 to 21, Stockton-on-Tees ; 23, Newcastle-on-Tyne; 27,
Wood Green ; 30, m. Victoria Park, a. Regent’s Park, e. West Ham.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.— June 16,
m.Wood Green, e. Edmonton ; 20, Hammersmith ; 23, m. Victoria Park ;
26, Hyde Park; 30, m. Battersea, a. Victoria Park, e. Deptford.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—June 16,
m. Mile End; 23, m. Wood Green, e. Tottenham; 30, m. Olerkenwell,
a. Finsbury Park.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—June 23, Chatham.
Kingsland.

July 17, m.

rpo FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring

SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—Il. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Oastle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by
leading Freethinkers.
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Just issued, 16 pp., price Id., by post ljd.,

Shall Thought be Fettered

in England?

SHOWING THE DISABILITIES UNDER WHICH FREE-
THINKERS AND SECULARISTS SUFFER.

By E. G.

TAYLOR.

Abridged, by permission, from an article in the “ Westminster Revie/t
February, 1895.
London : Watts < Go., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.O.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER.

Monthly,

Price Id.

Edited by JOHN GRANGE.

Of all Newsagents to order.

Wholesale, Mr. Fordor.

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll*

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Coienso,
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. Gd.

D efence of Freethougiit.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
Gd.

The Gods. 6d.

R eply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reason?
to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes
3d.

Oration on Walt W hitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.

3d.
2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas

A Reply
4d.

against Criminals.

Abraham Lincoln.
Paine the Pioneer.

Paine. 2d.

Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

The Three Philanthropists.
2d.

Love the Redeemer. 2d.
IS Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Last Words on Suicide. 2d.

Loudon :

God and the State. j
W hy am I an Aonost

Parti. 2d. a”moSTIN
Why AN Il an Agn

Part Il. 2d. to
Faith and Fact. Rop”

Dr. Field. 2d. ,
God and Man. Second rep-

to Dr. Field. 2d. ,
The Dying Creed. - '105r.
The Limits of Tolera” p

A Discussion with the i  Qjfor™-

Coudert and Gov. S. L.

2d. <*aTill*
The Household of r

2d. exd.

Art and Morality.2d
Do | Blaspheme i ribjIIVDIi

The Clergy and
Sense. 2d. 0j
Social Salvation. * = {\w

Marriage and Divorce-
Agnostic's View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d. id.
The Great Mistake.

Live Topics. Id. ,q
Myth and Miracle.

Real Blasphemy. m](],
Repairing the 1T0J ;jd
Christ and Mibacle < pi.

Creeds & SpikitUAIj

R. Forder, 28 Stori‘Cutter-street,

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lectuf

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBL?

Price Sixpence.

London :

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

THOMAS PAINE’'S WORMN*

The Ago of Rea3on

Foote lIs.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.

Complete Theological
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.
The Rights of Man

Biography by J. M. W heeler

London :

New edition, with Preface vy

_ jlge 9
Works. (Including 1
s poll"l
Centenary edition. Wi ‘o,
Is.; bound inc ’
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street. F C
Price Twopence, el*1g(

Satan, Witchcraft, and the t

By J. M. WHEELER.

_ P00

A Demonstration of the Biblical lloctrino of Do'i >
for ciiculation among Christians.

London :

R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street,
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—toam. tol p.m., 70S 6d.;
6p.m. to 8 p.M., Js. Patients Visited.

MMEDICAL ESSAYS. vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

~°bacco _on Management of Infancy, Health, Lon]gevi_ty, The Teeth,
ti°n j)-. ~“De Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
Colds  JNUsness* Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
Ere ltch etl ~omPa'nts» Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

{ edical ESSAYS, Vol Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Mai~and M rtlces on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
for the WSS Manaﬁsment, Sleeg and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
CWh .retor the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping

Amours eSWorm' HyP°chondria» Bloodlessness, Ulcerated Legs,

oS 'K 'AL ESSAYS. vol. IIl. For Postal Order for is. 2d,

SePecte®l Arte’es, °n No More Death, Manaﬁement of Young Children, Un-
NdrAi V°mestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
AtratieA YQ6rs> to  fmProve the Memory, become Beautiful and

and to
W & the @gu?and Cure of Stomiach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
nter C Aru aud Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,

~ercury OUMa» Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

o ®&Di.CAL ESSAYS. vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

jiflk ~ prt® es on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,

Poisonil the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical

dher Arfioi onics» Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and

jtice, Chick*es' r>Als® Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or

~erPes rp ' ox» Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,

*ria>Sciati _temor :Shingles'g, Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ-
14-pJ  Ca»Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc.

ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
¢.°eréi] V rain>ng. Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing
¢>°thache » Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushin? and Blushing,
Vjyelids, p*r°r® Mouth, St. Vitus' Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and
Qunds » Painting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,
“~calds>Bruises, etc.
loe Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. Od., post free.

Takerd™ ~ EDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

B L IUGESFIGAUSFod R, fPRE:  Postfee or

dil tlles riON: ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.
6 °°ks, bound in One Vol., post free, Os. 6d. Send Postal Order.

A IIOOir’\g HLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.
All cO, | MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order for iIs. ad.

Aunications to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
P~nish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

PdaMORALITY* or THE_THEORY and
*ACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

% % J K. HOLMES, M.M.L.,, M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

i with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post free.

Diarrhoea,

Conta-

The

4s

~est 'toport™6l',10 rm8 the information within the reach of the poor, the
JA pRnnv Parta °f the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
y~PWt free 2d  Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.

~h Rhlet<i"nai ~ orm" 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
iMjJhsian’ ,1 « 18 an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
ly'Se. i “2Sry an(l practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
“ati  .*an;aA“e sPec'a”™ value of Mr. Holmes’' service to the Neo-
his Jise an<* t0 human well-being generally is just his combi-

"etj Ot fatni[vllpP~et.oi a plain statement of the physical and moral
.T88ecuro,r LtQitation with a plain account of the means by which it

i ossit.T” au™ an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the

P KKk _"
-“B%a%‘lh/ l;f the Malthusian League, Dr. Orysdale, Dr. Allbutt,and
9/iae Trad*» sPok,-n of it in very high terms.

erorden aul'l'hed by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
j should be sent to the author.

\ | ° LMES, hanney, wantage, berks.

Hendell's “Wife's Friend”

¥‘rs< Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
8treet ni handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. Pulliskt, 15
tle8). p >Ulerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger
% particulars send stamped envelope.

'‘An °firelP.° RT ANT CAUTION.
™M hia “ Rpns83 Ita*,at'ons substituted by some dealers and chemists,
"y 'htrnrt, 0o0-" and “ J. W. Rendall ” being speciously and
Lo,)k Ucet™ t° deceive the public.
Autograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688.
gji 5frsorpaf  each Box, without which None are Genuine.
h> II'r™ pn?.e’ w*th Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. Gd., 4s. Gd.,
n.l 8a,,;..Trey’'s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

All prices post free.

NDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, EC.
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Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,

2s. 6d.
Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours Address to tho Jury
beforo Lord Coloridgo. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. &d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Mageo on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ?
The Dying Atheist. A Story,

On

3d.

2d.

A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.
id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A Lie
in Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Bosant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro.
2d.

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) The Creation Story,2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id.,
(6) Lot's Wifo, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, 1d.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id. (11)
Jonah and tho Whale, 1d.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin
Mother, 2d.; (14) The Resurreccién, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers.
and what tho People do for Royalty.

An Opon Letter to Madame Blavatsky.

Showing what Royalty does for the People,
2d.

London : Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.

G. W. FOOTE anD J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

1., cloth gilt, 21G pp., 2s. Gd., post free,

Chatters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3.
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds; G Rise of the Papacy
7, Grimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

“The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the
opponents of Christianity.”—0. Bradlaugh, in National Reformer.

“ The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.” —
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”— Hudders-
field Examiner.

“ The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—Ironclad Aye
(U.s.A).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
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Friends,—

THE FREETHINKER.

June 16, 1895.

My message to you this week is brief, but full of truth and very important. |
have just secured over 10,000 yards of Trouserings in First-class Worsteds and Woollens.
It has been a rather big speculation, but the goods were extremely cheap, less than two-thirds

their ordinary value.

| have now some grand bargains to offer you.

Don't delay, but send in your orders at once.

I know the goods will please you, and you cannot spend your money on clothing to greater

advantage.
PRICES.

Trousers to Measure 9s. per pair.

Three Pairs Trousers to Measure for 25s. Gd.

Six Pairs Trousers to measure for 48s.
One Trousers’ Length for 5s. 6d.
Three Trousers’ Lengths for 15s.

Six Trousers’' Lengths for 27s.

TROUSERS.

A, Round Waist over Trousers
B, Round Seat.......ccccoeeeeuunn..n
E to D, Inside Leg Seam...
F to O, Full Length of Trousers.......
77, Round Thigh....
7, Round Knee.....
.7, Round Bottom
Please say Lined or Unlined..

(Lined Cd. extra.)
Side or Cross Pockets

Solicit orders from your friends; you will not only be doing them a good turn, but

you can make profit for yourself.
bargain.

2 and 4 Union-street, Bradford.

d

S now ready A3
THE

HALL OF SCIENCE
LIBEL CASE.

64 [P0

WITH A
FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF
“THE LEEDS ORGIES.”

Edited, with Introduction,
by
G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streciT, E.C.

COALS! COALS | COALS! &

MESSRS. FRANCIS WOOD & CO. supply a thoroughly good Kitchen
Coal as above. Parlor Coal at 16s. 6d. per Ton.
Mr. R. Forder says : “ They are remarkably cheap and good.”
Orders to 142 York-road, King's Cross. Dépots all over London.

QTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito

Somerset House). —TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction,
Is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

THE JERUSALEM STAR. in Journalism.

Reports of Biblical Events Up to Date. No 1 Now Ready. Original
Report of Noah's Flood ; “ Milk and Honey ” by Le vitty-cuss ; Etc.
One Halfpenny. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C

Send on your cash, and |

promise you a most wonderful

Yours very truly,
J. W. GOTT.

Freethought Headquarters

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

i i - ar lart-
In order to provide Suitable Headquarters for tho Scju,k jeadfr>
in London, which shall also be aworthy Memorial of its ,a
Charles Bradlaugh, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (LimiteD>

has been formed under tho Friondly Society’s Acts. Of t * j eved
Mr. G. W. Foote, President ofthe N.S.S., is Chairman, JJg.S-
one of the Directors is, and must bo, also a member of Secu,
This can only be done by the assistance of tho wn og»re?*
Party, who are hereby appealed to earnestly. The s* 2a.®'
each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on applica .A’nciC
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two mo
must be given.

FORM OF APPLICATION.
Gentlemen,—
nalS<
Shares in

Hall Society, Limited,” on account of which allotmen ,\V<FP°sit
hand you the sum of......... pounds............ shillings, being  jiereU

[0) ISP pounds............ shillings per share thereon. An ”~goJety>
agreo that, if admitted a Shareholder in the above-name” bc

Please allot mo...

I will conform to its rules, and to such of its byo-laws
from time to time in force.

Name (infull).
Postal address .

Occupation (if any)

CUT THIS OUT AND FILL =

and forward (with remittance) to the Secretmy

MISS E. M. VANCE,

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Printed and Published by O. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecu
London, E O.



