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S P E C I A L  N O T I C E .

NatiJU*- ^eP°rt of the Bristol Conference of the
ll°nal secular Society, w ith Mr. Putnam s 
6ssage from Colonel Ingersoll, w ill appear in 

Ur ^ x t  issue.

Ta*
tbir

ERICE h u g h e s  on a t h e ism .

ling *'E° Methodist Times has been doing a sensible
Mil c .° ^as been reading tho Freethinker. AVo hope he 
•»Uch Iq1?110 kbis policy of self-improvement. I t  is too 
C°nstituti tl°b° I°r any considerable change in his mental 
ProdUGQ 0tl’ but a regular course of the Freethinker will 

J « * »  effect in time. And in such a bad case we 
Alt. i y 0rnc Hie very smallest mercies. 

i S a W  Hughes does not at present show any signs of 
^  a trifln ’ bacb the medicine he has taken has made 
,J,;cuirence°'WOrso ’ but we believe that this is a common 

noticed early stages of medical treatment.
^ following paragraph in tho last number

th Denison Kernahan’s last ^  created
qu;,4nt> re°ently reviewed in  these c ^  { uriously

*1° a storm in A theistic circles. • , ^ u t they
the author and his b rillian t book. J  of 

ant of date. Atheism is a long -1 baY0 0ften 
t[,.'‘'b'uvianism. These people, as , . , t^ 0 time.
fv arb°d, are two thousand years - d with the
faotJ bad better waken up and get acq 

8 of the last two thousand years.

S i diffî t  for Mr. Hughes to .be accurate. 
b» tri i ^ assnmo that he sometimes tries

( tm.es :_

tri assumo that he sometimes tries to bo. *
instance, but was betrayed by 

Wth ^C0 *or misstatement. At any ia ’ Kernahan’s 
^  and tib° nbservation that Mr. ou* in atheistic 
S i ?  the Ant bas “ created quite a storm 
il^tta- Hnr review of tho booklet
S  olu' ̂  Was not “ furious.” Aw °  Jrtv jn a
N i t ? ' »• the UtOodid Times could 61V0

a storm in
was perhaps sarcastic 1 

And as for “ raging,” why

tt i.
^  b

_.vwmo jL tmoa cuuiu
y  ,any timo, and beat us easily. 
l d°0d' should wo “ rage” against Mr. kernahan

He ' \nV by writingH 110 i8 turning an nothing ^ ovo-
platitudes. Merely 1 B os which any 01 

*4% not an argument in all his V mincomcat of 11 
K  ?hen-air lecturers would not nia grandeur ov

Hor «  Ihcre any l ^ ^ l a  for God. b  i j . ln Ihe way in which ho presents ‘ l  tbat such a
v,Avy ^ n  of the decadence of Ch" s ' ,b  anA Charnock 
M ^bould  be praised a t all. C « ^  wbflo
^ t y ^ n l i e  neglected upon the h  ‘ J  rona, and all 
^  .Uttlc apologist flutters round the b&n {or

^ n s c r y ;  “ Bravo 1 Magnificent'.

ever!” We could almost drop a tear over the wretched 
degradation of our old enemy.

Mr. Hughes tells Atheists that they are out of dato. 
But doos he really think so 1 Will he meet one of them 
in public discussion 1 Has he faith enough to try tho 
experiment 1

Atheism is “ a long-exploded piece of antediluvianism.” 
This is a good mouthful, but we defy any man to realise 
its meaning.

We cheerfully admit that Atheism has survived many 
floods. I t survived floods of persecution, floods of “ con
futation,” and floods of calumny; and we dare say it 
will survive the flood of Mr. Hughes’s flashy rhetoric.

Cardinal Newman was a far wiser man than Mr. Hughes. 
He did not regard Atheism as “ exploded.” He dreaded 
it as the natural and logical conclusion of “ reason ” when 
divorced from “ faith.”

Mr. Hughes says that Atheists are two thousand years 
behind tho time. We presume he means that they are 
not Christians. If he means anything else, he is talking 
nonsense. Christianity does not pretend to prove God’s 
existence. It starts with that assumption. Eovelation 
does not precede, it follows Natural Religion, and is 
based upon its conclusions. Every text in the New 
Testament is addressed to believers ; and it is noteworthy 
that Jesus Christ was too discreet to get into a discussion 
with the Sadducees—-the men who denied the soul, the 
resurrection, and a future life; that is, nearly all that 
flattors the vanity and sentimentalism of the average 
religionist.

What new evidence of God’s existence, of his wisdom or 
his goodness, has appeared during the last two thousand 
years 1 The problem is just where it was before the 
Christian era. New illustrations may be adduced, but it 
is impossible to invent a new argument. The human mind 
exhausted its capacity in that direction before the advent 
of Jesus Christ.

Atheists are acquainted with the facts of the last two 
thousand years. They know tho arts by which Chris
tianity rose to power; thoy know with what weapons it 
defended its privileges ; they know the secret of its long 
usurpation. Atheists do not need to “ waken up,” as Mr. 
Hughos says in defiance of grammar. Christianity is 
waking up—to the fact that it is found ou t; and in its 
oxlremity it is following the tactics of the ostrich, as though 
that will prevent its destruction.

Atheism is not out of date. It is up to date. It uses 
to-day’s scioncc, to-day’s history, to-day’s humanity, and 
to-day’s common sense. It challenges Theism in the light 
of tho newost Evolution. And when to-morrow’s truth 
comes, Atheism will be the first to welcome i t ; for truth 
is tho natural onemy of lies, and tho greatest lie in the 
world is tho one that is preached from Christian pulpits. 
It is a lie that has eaten away manliness and integrity, 
and manufactured dastards and hypocrites.

G. AAr. FOOTE.

k
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“ A CONFESSION OF FAITH.”

A neat little volume, choice both in appearance and 
contents, has this year been issued by Messrs. Macmillan 
& Co. It is entitled A  Confession of Faith, by An Un
orthodox Believer, and has as its motto a couplet from 
A. H. Clough :—

Enough that in otir soul and heart
Thou, whatsoe’er Thou m ayst be, art.

The author is a Theist of the school of Martineau and 
Professor Francis William Newman. His volume bears 
the stamp of thought, sincerity, and fine feeling. Love of 
truth and love of humanity are evident characteristics of the 
author, and, finding these in a book, I am little concerned 
at absence of agreement in matters of opinion. Only in 
confessions of faith learnt by rote, and coming, as Carlyle 
said, “ from the teeth outwards,” can there be unanimity 
of statement. When men set down what they really 
think with regard to themselves and the universe by 
which they are surrounded, their differences of faculty, of 
training, and of experience are sure to show themselves, 
and even when ideas are similar the terminology in which 
they are expressed is bound to vary. “ Define your 
terms ” is a mandate which the critic has constantly to lay 
before the author.

The writer of the book in question sets out by saying : 
“ I believe that Nature is all-in-all, and that there is 
nothing above it or beyond it.” In other words, he does 
not believe in the supernatural. He says : “ The evidence 
of miracles—evidence which the believer in the super
natural regards as conclusive—leaves me where it finds me. 
Experience has proved that nine miracles out of ten are 
cases either of imposture or of illusion. For the tenth 
there may be a place amid the mysteries and infinities of 
Nature.” He observes : “ I hold myself free to deny the 
supernatural, without attempting to disprove it. The 
burden of proof rests on those who affirm it. If such 
persons refuse to argue for it, they put themselves, so far 
as I am concerned, out of court. If they consent to argue 
for it, they give judgment against themselves. For every 
argument that appeals to the reason bases itself on an 
implicit belief in the validity and sufficiency of Nature; 
and to ask Nature to sanction the supernatural is to ask it 
to discredit itself, and in so doing to falsify the faith that 
we repose in it, to stultify the appeal that we make to it, 
and to nullify the verdict that we profess to regard as 
final.” He holds further that knowledge of ultimate 
realities is unattainable by man. Yet he follows this by 
saying : “ I believe in God—i.e., I believe that there is a 
real object of human worship and a supreme end and 
centre of existence.” Is this a definition 1 Most people 
would think that any definition of God which excluded 
the supernatural resulted in no God at all. For there is 
probably no word used with more various meanings, or more 
needing accurate definition, than this word “ God.” Truly, 
there be gods many. They are of all kinds, and many of 
them—the Christian owner of hell, no less than the Mexican 
god of war—are very ugly devils. What one man regards 
as the real object of hum' a worship is a very different 
ideal from that of another. Our author says : “ When I

i A jc bUt
do to be saved Ì” says thei ^  ^question, “ What shall

one answer—namely, “ Love.” Will he then 
converse of his proposition, and put it that “ Love i s ^  
The real basis of his belief appears to be sentinie'1 ’ 
the “ scunner” with which he writes of Atheis 
Materialism seems to indicate that, despite  ̂ consu ^ o0t 
candor of mind, he is still the victim of prejudices . j  
words. He says: “ Feeling is all-in-all.” Need I 
him of the succeeding lines in Faust 1—

Name ist Scliall und Rauch
Umnebelnd Him m elsgluth.

aC-Cefid”>J is
and

siderable

sbo^s the
Like Kant, who, in his Critique of Pure Reason, j e;ty, 

illusiveness and illogicality of all demonstrations o ¡n 
yet brings God back in his Critique of Practical A 0ld 
order, according to Heine, to console his scrV‘turàl ¡n’ 
Lampe, our author appears to bring the supefna j  it, 
with prostrations, immediately after having . mortality- 
without any blessing. So with the doctrine of mini ^  j 
He says : “ I believe that I shall live hereafter,;l’* ,f ^  1 
shall be happy or unhappy in the next lifeacc°r “«the
have done well or ill in this”: but he allows elusi'-®'arguments for immortality are doubtless inc°nc/^ ua] 
Here again we appear to have a feeling that ‘

9/TlLi ’ belife is real and unending. His heaven W6
tells us, are states of the soul. But these are 
now, irrespective of permanent continuance, and o 
sees the absurdity of supposing we merit either 
happiness or unending misery. r on duff

With very much that the confessor has to say 
and the conduct of life I am in hearty syrupy o" 
totally disagreeing with his terminology. He in a ” b«1
what Matthew Arnold called “ the secret of Aesu ’ enl)secret “F I;,-,.

that 40 ,r
W h^lr

which I should call the open secret of life—a : 
taught by Buddha ere Jesus was born—viz-, ^
for higher aims, the lower must be r e s i g n e d .  j pjek1 
author calls aiming at spiritual perfection I s. ,jj0 dc;lf! 
simply to name self-culture. And to this all w ytei1" 
to get the best out of this life are bound ft0(jjOr 
whether they believe in any life to follow or not. _ f(>s3jon0
thus expresses the final article of 
Faith : “ I believe that Love, as the 
sacrifice, is the supreme end of existence, the 
the law, the first and last of duties, the way

his short Confer ^

tbe » J
t oftand

Bere’ T »lid
terminolo?-’tun’

no , <d *

of life, the real presence of the eternal God.” 
feel that our differences are maiidy of ten 
'name is but sound and smoke.” In reason * 

there is common ground for the devout Tbds 
irreverent Atheist. • i n d i‘0 y

What, however, the orthodox believer will pn pui1 
in this Confession of Faith is, not its affirmati0̂  ’¿0gfi ̂  
omissions. There is nothing of the creeds a'1 .st, U- 
which have occupied so much attention in Lint5 
which, however dry and dead now, were vita 
Christian belief when it was flourishing. I-*10 Rod̂ bal! 
might have been written by a Jew, Moslem, 01 0f tbc fi, 
save that it contains nothing distinctive of any &
It is faith whittled down by reason to the P01 in}nol°~ 
feeling, and with some slight alteration of 
would be acceptable to the Secularist.

J. M.

aiv

say that I believe in God, I do net necessarily mean that 
I believo in a Supernatural Being, or in a Personal First 
Cause, or in a Moral and Intelligent Governor of the 
Universe, or in a Great Unknowable. What I do mean 
is that I believe in the naturalness of the instinct that 
leads men to worship, and in the reality of its object.” His 
God, if I read him rightly, is in Nature. Yet he believes 
in evolution. Does, then, God grow and develop 1 This 
seems the logical outcome of his position; yet I am not 
sure that I should ascribe it to him rightly. His reasons 
for believing in God, he says, are two: (1) “ I believe in 
God because it is my nature, my private and personal 
nature, to do so.” On this I have only to remark that the 
author admits that his nature is fallible. We all inherit 
superstitions, and most of us are trained in them also. 
(2) “ I believe in God because it is my generic nature, my 
nature as a man to do so.” He goes on to say : “ A belief 
so widespread and so enduring as the belief in God must 
needs have a real object.” Will he say so if you substitute 
for “ God ” the word “ ghosts,” from whom man’s early 
gods probably sprung 1

The writer says, “ God is l o v e a n d  to the question, 
“ How shall I know what is true ?” as to the kindred

THE PROGRESS OF FREETHOUGHT-

i»st. S fTaking a retrospect of the history of the - ^  
years, it is exceedingly gratifying to all friend ^

;d'
w
of"

to contemplate the advancement Freethoug*1 
To the disgrace of the Church, be it said, the gp 
of England still contains enactments agains tQ re ̂  
and against the legal right of Secular Societ'e jeS.
bequests for the promulgation of their i f  
notwithstanding this injustice, which is th ^   ̂
bigoted theology, we recognise that the efforts n »*• (o1“ 
Freethought pioneers of the past have

,t6H .yl"

«»> 3 $ #
io v

All honor is due to them for their persis_ ^  
struggles in tilling and preparing the soil f°* .̂ eO4 .' i3
of the seed of freedom, which the toil of su e liU^r5, 
has caused to yield most prolific results. I ^ of \ 
not the offshoot of a day, but rather the mpd®?3’̂  
It has been truly said : “ Our Eliots, our il  ^jto 
our Cromwells, a couple of centuries ago, he"
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-swords a rough pathway for the Pe°Pj®' 0 triumph 
for the present century to comx lGG2 t^ e two 

the Commonwealth began. _ and gave up
Wsand clergymen resigned their hen V could not 

^national religion of the time, because they ^  was 
W it  to the pet doctrine of the Chmc; , q{ Frce_ 
passive submission,” they adopted every reform

¡ought principles. I t  is worthy of ^ e  that evey^ ^  
ft«has taken place m connection w i t h  theologythe result of adopting the principle of Freethought.

present time, making its impress
sses of society, and is exercising its influence 
tion of the community. Glance at what phase 

. ” rnay, move in what circle we will, we shall find
of f t *  section of the community.
a ’re we may, move in what cir— - • r, promi-

a Freethought confronts us more oi • i and in
Z ln 0Ur politics, in our poesy, in our phflojophy and
Je various scientific expositions of the present ci y, .
J iUln novels. I t  dominates the press, it Pulpit, and u  — I ____ . P  agitates the
^ T * l P rrMat-  0Ur nat,r°nalseats °f learning. As 
Judies an 1 ™nn.s remarks : “ Scientific men pursue their 
"'ere noii Proclaim their discoveries as if the old theology 
l°rtue(j nef'lslent. Owen extolled the serpent as perfectly 
’here w’khstanding the curse pronounced ; Lyell said _
distinct i ° 1̂ en before Adam; ethnologists found races 
Phi]°[0 • 1 sPite of original sin and the federal headship; 
^Pposed r  SP°^e of varieties of language long before the 
die Univ 1Itle.0  ̂Label; and science everywhere asserted 
traditiom,erSâ t7  an(l unfailingness of law, spite of 
ritae hgahvi n’’racHs. General literature breathed the 
That nat F̂ spirit, at once free, reverent, and inquiring.

was taught in the muscular 
^nt, Sabbat °̂ - Kingsley’s novels ? Dickens condemned

Thn 'i'tLariari’sm, an(l  narrowness wherever found; 
^ vation C f rfFi in the 1 Newcomes,’ looked for the 
'uicipic of,, honest James Binnie, though James was a 
Poetry, jj. extremest of heretics, David Hume. As to 
¡y creC(] coul(l only flourish where genius was unfettered 
S o *  ^  It needed to live in freedom, and when 
W tion VafS ost ^  sank into nursery imbecilities.” The 
, û ledfr 0t bought has proved to be the beginning of 
W anteA an<i> when entirely unfettered, it is the surest 

A retn °r the perpetuation of wisdom. 
oCcUrrei]  ̂ . 1° instance of the progress of Freethought
. 'eiety . UrinS the reign of Charles II., when the Royal 
W iatw Vas instituted in London. The object of this 

l0n was the ‘ 'promotion of science by experiment, 
its charter, it was “ established for the 

°f natural science.” The term natural was
to-day fully

»  *«
'»tiofi"1™  , - - l  I  —
realiSf> t lmPly a meaning that few persons . -

estaVv Life of Davy we read : “ At the period of 
ls 1̂Inent of the society, the arts of witchcraft and 

ôrfle Were very extensively encouraged; aijd the 
1° ‘ Slw atural ’ was therefore introduced in contradistinction 
new wfernatural ’ ” (vol. ii., p. 178). It is related that this 
°f the °vf.ment drew to it most of the principal intellects 
PtOgre a“jon, and that the clergy were so alarmed at its 

.^a.t they almost unanimously worked to bring 
att e w lnto contempt and to discredit its study. I his 
Ptoveci uP°n the part of the “ servants of the Lord 
r<;cor(] ,°n.e of the greatest failures of the Church 
M w ln history. For, in spite of all theological 

bpa l0tl5> science has triumphed, and now its truths 
S l 0reA °, lonSer successfully opposed. It is to be
tilhcvj •> ic i s^ ncoilnter

pou,

unng the advancement of science, it has
a continual conflict with

e v ic t s
'• r>YeilCe:

and priestly intolerance, and 
avo been tortured and made

religious 
its 

the
many of

fI\v“Ces nf i ~. toruureu cilia liiaue to deny
th ae°logv utheir own senses. As Colonel Ingersoll says : 
a ® Ûrriajj' aas always been in the way of the advance of 
t|p theo]orace- There is this difference between science 
C i°sy  isS^ „ s! ience is modest and merciful, while 

Perfect; arr°gant and cruel. The hope of science is 
tv': Salvatj°n °1 tire human race. The hope of theology is 

e>rybodv >?n °f a few and the damnation of almost

¡n a^le |leveriteenth century Freethought made con- 
¿ible V,lncement in the form of Deism. The belief 

"Shi Hev , 0<* receivcd at that time a blow from which 
y> we ' recovered- From 1646 to the end of the 

w’Lr a, mers mention that heretics were growing 
pe.. bities , greater in numbers and in importance, that 

M to u  .eSan to swarm.” Bovle, writing at that

it

that heretics 
and

swarm.” Boyle, writing at 
On anyone wanted a new religion, let him come 

’ 1 nd if he had one already he would soon lose

it. Men became indifferent to the authority of the 
Church, and they put forth the claims of reason, instead 
of adhering to the demands of the orthodox faith. The 
late Dr. Newman referred to the “ melancholy” fact that 
the only English ecclesiastical historian “ is the infidel 
Gibbon.” It was about this period that the battle for the 
freedom of the press was begun. This noble Freethought 
struggle cost such heroes as Paine, Hone, Wright, Carlile, 
Williams, Hetherington, Watson, and many others, their 
liberty, and imposed upon them privations which were 
keen to endure. For selling the Poor Man’s Guardian 
upwards of five hundred persons were thrown into prison. 
For publishing the Age of Reason, in 1797, Williams 
suffered twelve months’ imprisonment in Coldbath Prison. 
In 1812 Daniel Isaac Eaton was sentenced to eighteen 
months’ imprisonment and the pillory for the same grave 
offence ; and the following year Mr. Houston was sentenced 
to be imprisoned for two years in Newgate, and fined 
¿£200, for publishing his book called Ecce Homo. In 
October, 1819, Carlile was tried for publishing Paine’s 
Theological IForlcs and Palmer’s Principles of Nature, and 
condemned for the first to Dorchester Gaol and a fine of 
¿£1,000, and for the second to one year’s imprisonment 
and a fine of ¿£500; and he had to find security for good 
behavior for himself in ¿£1,000, and two securities in ¿£100 
each. His wife and sister were afterwards convicted of 
similar acts, and suffered heavy sentences.

Archbishop Whately points out that before the last half 
of the eighteenth century neither attacks upon religion, nor 
evidence in its support, were to any great extent brought 
forward in a “ popular form.” This, no doubt, was one of 
the reasons why Paine’s Age of Reason and Rights of Man 
met with such signal success. He wrote for the people in 
a tone of common sense to which tl^ey had not been 
accustomed. These works caused a complete revolution in 
the theological and political world. Writers of that time 
described the situation as alarming, and the prospects 
dreadful. Even the philosophical Priestley dreaded a 
physical revolution as inevitable, and he thought a peaceful 
reform beyond all hope. In 1795 Fox declared that the 
laws proposed for stopping free inquiry and general 
reforms were such as to justify the people in forcibly 
resisting them. Still, theology was then strong enough to 
enact, and, as we have shown, to enforce, such laws. From 
that period to the present it has been necessary for Free
thinkers to devote much of their time and energy to the 
task of securing that freedom and those rights which the 
Church destroyed and took from the people. That to a 
large extent we have succeeded in our work is an 
unanswerable proof of the progress of Freethought.

Charles W atts.

REPLY TO MR. ENGSTROM.

I desire to answer Mr. Engstrom in the shortest possible 
space, and, therefore, I shall not take up all his matter in 
detail.

He affirms that I am wrong on four general points as to 
definitions. First, my affirmation that the Christian 
religion is not essentially a moral system ; secondly, that its 
belief is total depravity; thirdly, vicarious atonement; 
fourthly, eternal hell-fire.

I propose to show that on all these points I am correct.
In the first place, however, as to authority. I deny the 

right of Mr. Engstrom, or Henry Ward Beecher, or Phillips 
Brooks, or Dean Farrar, to give an individual definition of 
Christianity. I define Christianity by the Bible and the 
authorised creeds of the Christian Church. If Mr. 
Engstrbm will not accept these, there can be no debate 
with him; for I do not concern myself with his individual 
definition of Christianity, but with the universal, world
wide, historic definition.

Mr. Engstrom tries to dodge the question by confining 
the definition of Christianity to the Apostles’ Creed. As 
an Episcopalian, he cannot do this ; for the Thirty-nine 
Articles distinctly declare: “ The three creeds, Nicene 
Creed, Athanasius’s Creed, and that which is commonly 
called the Apostles’ Creed, ought thoroughly to he received 
and believed.”

As a member of the Episcopalian Church, Mr. Engstrom 
cannot make the Apostles’ Creed the sole definition of
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Christianity. He must take the Nicene, the Athanasian, 
and the Thirty-nine Articles. I take these creeds for my 
definition, together with the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechism.

Now, on the point, Is morality essential to the Christian 
religion—that is, will the morality of a man save his 
soul 1 does it count for anything 1 

The Thirty-nine Articles say: “ We are accounted 
righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for our works or 
deservings,

The Confession of Faith says: “ Works done by
unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may 
be things which God commands, and of good use both to them
selves and others, yet because they proceed not from a heart 
purified by faith they are therefore sinful.”

One may be absolutely perfect in moral conduct, and 
yet be eternally ‘condemned simply because he does not 
believe.

The Athanasian Creed says: “ Whosoever will be saved, 
before all things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic 
Faith. Which Faith, except one do keep whole and 
undefiled, without doubt he will perish everlastingly.”

The Christian Creeds thus teach that morality, simply as 
such, counts for nothing. Morality is insisted upon merely 
as an accompaniment of religion, but not as its essence. The 
essence is faith, and not morality; and it is faith only that 
saves a man.

As to total depravity, the Thirty-nine Articles say : 
“ Original sin is the fault and corruption of the nature of 
every man; and, therefore, in every person born into this 
world itdeserveth God’s wrath and damnation.” “ Where
fore we have no power to do good works without the grace 
of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good 
will, and working with us when we have that good will.” 

The Confession of Faith says : “ Man, by his fall into a 
state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any 
spiritual good accompanying salvation ; so as a natural 
man being altogether averse from that good and dead in 
sin is not able by his own strength to convert himself to prepare 
himself thereunto.”

As to salvation only through the merits of Christ—the 
doctrine of Atonement—the Thirty-nine Articles I again 
quote: “ Works done beforo the grace of Christ, and the 
inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleasant to God, forasmuch 
as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they 
make men meet to receive grace, or (as the school-authors 
say) deserve grace of congruity : yea rather, for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and commanded them to 
be done, we doubt not but they have the nature of sin.” 

And again in the eighteenth Article : “ They also are to 
be had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall 
be saved by the law or sect which he professeth, so that he 
be diligent to frame his life according to that law, and the 
light of Nature. For holy Scripture doth set out unto us 
only the name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be 
saved.”

The Confession of Faith says : “ They who, having never 
heard the Gospel, know not Jesus Christ, nor believe in 
him, cannot be saved, be they never so diligent to frame their 
lives according to the light of nr 'nre.”

As to eternal hell, or punishment of unbelievers, says 
the Athanasian Creed: “ And they that have done
good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have 
done evil into everlasting fire.”

Says the Confession : “ By the decree of God for the 
manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are 
predestined unto everlasting life, and others foreordained 
to everlasting death.”

There is no need of further reference. I could quoto 
from all the creeds of the Churches to the same effect. 
The question between Mr. Engstrbm and myself is simply 
th is : Will ho accept the creeds of the Churches or not ? 
If he does not accept them, then, of course, we have no 
quarrel; for I did not undertake to define Christianity 
according to Mr. Engstrbm’s notion. I know not, and I 
care not, what his notion may be. I take historic 
Christianity; I take the Church’s own words. How can 
one define Christianity except by its own authoritative 
documents 1

Now let Mr. Engstrbm say whether or not he accepts 
the documents. Will he deny the Thirty-nine Articles ? 
Will he go back on his own Church and trample its creed 
in the dust ? If so, then Mr. Engstrbm is an Infidel; ho is

an unbeliever, and he will be damned. He is in ta® jor 
boat with me, and where I go there will he be also > 0j 
Infidelity is not a set of opinions, but u , ' ccept 
authoritative creeds. If Mr. Engstrom wont 
these creeds, if he throws them to the wind, if be ,, j>fl 
I’ll think for myself, I’ll define Christianity to suit ̂  
take what I please and reject what I please, then he co 
the unpardonable sin of heresy ; and if it werejiot to ^
thought, he would be burned at the stake. Mr.Engstm 
a right to be a heretic, but he has no right to sail unde ^  
colors. He is not an orthodox Christian if he rn:l^  ¡¡s 
Apostles’ Creed the sole definition of Christianity- 
is an Episcopalian, he must also accept, as part ° ^  
definition, the Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, and a ^  
Thirty-nine Articles. If a Presbyterian, he must 
t.liA f'lnnfpffcrinn nf TTnifVi rmrJ fncliicims Tf cl M-6 , „nTl
he must accept the Book of Discipline. If a ^ ur “ If 
of any kind, he must accept the Church’s docum ^'ch’s 
he is a non-Churchman, if he rejects thec i v  1 0  ( t  i i v m * v u u i v > u u i a i i j  u  u u  i u j u v v u  —— m y  g O ;

authority, its definitions and declarations, let him ; 0„e 
but the issue between us then ceases, for he is S1®1 J  js a 
kind of an Infidel and I am another kind. J  j a 
Christian Infidel, a Christian unbeliever, and 
Christian orthodox, or Christian believer. of tbe

If Mr. Engstrom does accept the authority j ani 
Church’s declarations, then he must admit tha . njty, 
right; that I have not given a travesty of Chri jjr, 
but the Church’s own definition. I know A r;stjaii 
Engstrbm does not want this skeleton of the . ,eeI1tb 
religion brought forth to the light of the nin up 
century. He is ashamed of it. He wants to covy pj0us 
with flowers of rhetoric, and sentimental poetry an j g3b, 
gush. He is dodging the question. Like the ^  tbe 
he makes the waters so muddy that you ca,n)r-qtor}’ 's 
devil fish that is in it. But it won’t do. 1 1 of
history, and it can’t be changed. The meaiiiufl the
Christianity is written all along in blood and fire up. 1
pages of time. It can’t be blotted out or coven
ask Mr. Engstrbm to take his stand fairly, a 
two horses at once. If he does, he will get .!‘”t th®

P)t an reject
Be honest; d?n_’fĉ ubßc'

wrench, and perhaps a broken neck. If y°u reJ^ sbiiffie 
old creeds, say so like a man. 
and wriggle.
universal, and historic documents, 
critical and scientific method, 
tianity merely sentimentality ; I mako

I have defined Christianity by ,  ̂ tr,ie
That ^T e tris ;

ofYou would
it a of

doctrine as defined by the greatest intellects t 
Church, who had the courage to say what they ®

Samuel P. 1U1

tbe

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH.

As an example of utter inconsistency, probab y ^ cb c*' 
can be found to-day or in the history of the j , atb- 
equal the institution known as the Christian b‘a. njty- 3 
cannot claim the respect commonly paid to an ]<1 Jo^ 
is a modern invention, not yet three centuries o • ,a0Ce ® 
not come to us recommended by the general acC [jjcfl111.1, 
even Christian people. To the great majority 0 -nd1 
unknown. Only in Great Britain and her c0 °! the f°! . 
the United States of America, can it be fotin( c0untr.J r 
in which we have it. The Protestants of tllC”, .
have selectod a day appointed by the Church ^  Ogg6oti* 'g 
a weekly festival, have bestowed upon it a nam gUppiit 
Jewish, and endeavor to compel all who wi tb - 
tho compulsion to observo it in the manner 
judge to be most proper and becoming. . , :r soIfl - to

These Protestants claim that the Bible is y>j ¡jlc baS 
of faith and practice. Let us see what this
say upon the subject. , w v . ^re®0" ] ,  tb«dei .fl

one.cil50>
if*8

, ruJile

In all"
of the OldVestomnn^i.4110/  tel1 us that tho cereI 
oew dispensation Thf8̂ 60“ cntireIF abolished 
which the Now r  I s tho7  assert at least in o»«- 
ancient ]aw TIestament repeats and confirms th ^
forbidden by A fin  of the hIood of
strictly prohibit i S- t M ^1G New Testament i t 1y Prohibited. “ I t  seemed good to theburden tbs ̂  jostrictly prohibited
and to us to lay upon you no greater 
necessary things : That you abstain from 
idols, and from blood, and from things strang ’

o l K >
^  In  d
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'^cation” (Acts
P 0 S S j l ) l g  \  X '- ' U‘-5 A l l  ÎU \ J f% U.JL V / W l U l l l g  V \ J  \JLX\S V,

Sabbafc s.ense °/ this passage, the obligation of keeping the
flu. tS not lnplnrlorl nmnnp “ no/'flicimr fkitiirc. tni.

xv. 28, 29). According to the only

<1UU;-T ls not included among “ necessary things,” but the 
Christf a^staining from blood was re-enforced. Yet 
of t]je j|ns nil over the world eat the blood with the flesh 
insist eaSt’an<̂  Protestants in English-speaking countries 
is no). keeping a Sabbath, although the day they keep 
hours i , lat ,called Sabbath in their Scriptures, and the 
alto»n*L which they commence and terminate the day are 

4 \ ther different:‘The .
douC t W 5i: ^ n d  so with all the other days. No one
(<Wh f Vaning and the were the first day ”er>esis i,
- y U | ) t s  i i  ’ / ’  * x u u  O U  V Y 1 U U  cl/J.1 l i U U  V.

burred at tbc Biblical day was from sunset until sunset 
sanctifyi aSain. “ God blessed the seventh day, and 
accept th 'p- (Genes*s B. 3). The original Sabbath, if we 
Untif su ° Bible for our authority, was from sunset Friday 
consist"8̂  Saturday, and during these hours our more 

In j? Rebrew friends still observe it.
Sabbath° f Xx‘ 11, we read: “ The seventh day is the 
X  th the Lord’ thT God; in it thou shalt not do any 
'Cfvâ t °u’ nor thy son nor thy daughter, thy man 
ganger *l?r tbY maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor the 
Bird ma 1  ̂ within thy gates. For in six days the 
*S| and re j beaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
’4e severity,0 1 tbe sevcnth day; wherefore the Lord blessed 
^Pointed tk an(i hallowed it.” Here we have the time 
teuson t le manner of observance prescribed, and the 
i^ teverT 1 for botb- This reason has no application 
f uatant ? anT °tber day of the week. Yet, if the

°i C T  be asked
K b t hrBniost ’ tbis
" C .tcases it

why he makes a special observance 
between Saturday midnight and Sunday 

is the text to which he always refers, and 
■acq î appears to be the only one with which he 
: ^aotbCr°d ;f  baving any bearing upon the subject.is -mer and totally3different roason for this institution 

- a in Deuteronnmv v 15. “ Remember that thouv., „ “ uuteronomy
ay &odekVant in tbe larm ......  ,
atidbv br°nght thee out thence through a mighty hand*- J 3, Stïro4-~T- 1

in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord

stretched-out arm ; therefore the Lor_̂  be
^au!nded tbee to keeP tbo Sabbatb, ‘/'contradicting it.<*-• • Se a Bible text, without »noth however,

_y and out of place. ver^e we read:“ Thft10 tbo same day, for in the prece o tv,„ ” 
^  seventh daV is the M *»*' ~f tV'°ihc xt

s*r
i§ 4 Wiyr u Sevê fL , . j i  --- *** "“v ¿.ivwv«.ug
0) ] the lje is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.
t / ’ 0t>e senlV testament there is not, any more than in the 
i /  dav GlfCG or(tering or advising special practices for 
k> id Pages// tbc week. That day is never mentioned 

t where the resurrection of Jesus is said 
Bc'ftICler|talluvvi 011 B. and in ono or two places where it 
Beatst day nfStMted tbat tbe apostles were “ together on

....T - B .

' « 3
7 Sti
Of t 
e o, y -  ““ v acconci, cuiru, or io u r  

°f the o /d obtained sufficient influence in certain

^ ^ 8  week,” which might equally well have
third, or fourth. When^ ia tU t /Z  _ °n .tbe second

. , ill wwiw«411u i i i a u i i o w  x i  .  -i

An ““».earth, and had become tbor° / |o 1/ ti / s f  recog- 
> Retfria s tica l system, the Church a bebef 0f
%  i / l / t  ab their power was derived , a weekly

lri the resurrection of Jesus, ins idea was
45 U r 1 Memory of that supposed event.
V\Y;, lu°ved from the Jewish Sabbath as p _
M th7® adayof^- ’ * ‘

°ver:
The

ui-
Eind

general festivities appropriate
suit the grim

J_  U OVJVJOOUJ1-0, .
J b of sympathy •y of enforced rest from a > ^  pis omnipo-

«.--worked God, who had exha to inhabit}• Creatingaworld with a man a . g  a m;

! <d> ivV Was for the pUrp0S/path and tho grave, a /  if),., .bad triumphed over deat
U n i n  sports and , . ,  ot .
%  rejoicing. Rejoicing dld / L i n g  and the
M  llust, with whom fear was the o ^  piety and

worship, and in Y . / / “he O l d  Testament, "Vte , te identical; so ho went back to n 0di after hm
N ^  iound in tho terrible Jehovah d t0 his
" U C ^ a n d  in his Sabbath a day exactlyj u ^  aom0

tored the Jewish obsei * bo’was keeping 
rs ; but he forgot that the timei ^  notice

0 Bible time. I t altogether » • oucmy, the
r l f  tho time appointed by lus °  ‘ presented to4 ^ r c h .  This hybrid monster is now pr _  -A V //b e namQ • ■

O
ofc°iUn.] ■‘American Sabbath. The Pro-

i. -"Sion ■U j S to accept it, if, we will submit to 
i f b y  absiii- tbe Catholics, who have already 

Ha, i r unit,, ’ )V4B lend them their aid in order 
1CAccq/  Ulld e/ i  efforts, freedom may bo created out 

^ot,'IMeP t ! > / ndPWhef]CCf/ sbistical dominion established. This 
estallts- ’ tlloy will fed at liberty to crush out

The observance of Sunday as an Old Testament Sabbath 
has no foundation in history, in policy, in general accept
ance, even among Christian people, nor in the Bible from 
which they profess to derive their law. It is a mere tool 
for the tyrant bigot, to whom oppression of his fellow 
man is a ruling passion. To call it the American Sabbath 
is worse than blasphemy against a million gods; it is 
blasphemy against a free people.

It is the Sabbath which has made England and Scotland 
one day in every seven the laughing-stock of nations.' 
Americans, it is begging for admission into your constitu
tion. Once there, it will clutch your liberty by the throat. 
It dares already to parade before the world under your 
name. For the preservation alike of your national honor 
and of your personal freedom, disown it.

—Boston Investigator. E. J. Bowtell.

SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS.—VIII.

J ulian H ibbert.
On the 28tli of November, 1833, a scene was enacted at the 
Old Bailey which may serve to measure the distance from 
that time to this. It was deemed worthy of some promi
nence in the papers, and is thus reported in the Annual . 
Register for that year (p. 159). I t  was in the case of a 
young man named Berthold, who was tried for stealing a 
. boa :—

The first witness who presented himself for the prisoner 
gave his name Julian Hibbert, but, on being tendered the 
book to bo sworn, he said he had no belief in its contents. 
The Recorder: “ Is it the Old or New Testament?” 
Witness : “ It does not matter ; I have no belief in either.
I made the same objection here two years ago, and was 
rejected.” Mr. Phillips : “ Then, sir, why do you come here 
now?” Witness: “Because I was subpoenaed.” Mr. Phillips : 
“ Are you of any creed at all, sir?” Witness: “ No, sir.” 
Mr. Phillips: “ Are you a Deist?” Witness: “No, sir.” 
Mr. Phillips : “ Are you an Atheist?” Witness : “ Yes, sir, I 
am.” (Strong marks of disapprobation and disgust from all 
parts of the court followed this declaration.) Mr. Phillips 
(to witness) : “ Go down, sir ; I will not ask you a single 
question.” Witness, with the most perfect nonchalance, 
replied, “ Very well, sir,” and descended from the witness- 
box amidst loud hisses. Mr. C. Phillips, however,' called 
him back, and, addressing him, said : “ Perhaps, sir, you 
misunderstand the question, or we have mistaken or 
misunderstood you ; I hope you did not mean to say that 
you are an Atheist ?” Witness : “ Yes, sir, I do.” Mr. 
Phillips : “ Do you know what an Atheist is ?” Witness :
“ It is a negative term.” Mr. Phillips : “ What does it mean, 
sir?” Witness : “ I t moans a man that does not believe in 
the existence of a God.” Mr. Phillips : “And do you mean 
to say, sir, that you are such a person ?” Witness : “ Yes,

! sir.” (Disapprobation manifested by every individual in 
! court.) Mr. Phillips : “ Witness, I will not disgrace myself 
! by asking you another question.” The witness then retired 
amidst the strongest manifestation of disgust and execra
tion from all present.

Within two months of this scene, on January 23, 1834, the 
execrated Atheist was dead. He was but thirty-three years 
of age. Richard Carlile, who knew him well, and who at 
that time did not call himself an Atheist, wrote of him in 
the Gauntlet: “ Though avowedly an Atheist, he was the 
best specimen of human nature that I have seen, read, 
heard, or thought of.” Julian Hibbert came of a wealthy 
family, whose fortune had been made in the West Indies. 
He was a second son. Educated at Eton and Cambridge, he 
closely pursued studies ail his life. This, possibly, acting on 
a delicate constitution, may have contributed to his early 
death.

Hibbert probably was attracted to Freethought by the 
prosecutions of Richard Carlilo and his shopmen. Of 
Carlile he was a munificent supporter. Learning that a 
distinguished political prisoner had received a gift of £1,000, 
ho remarked that a Freethinking prisoner should not want 
equal friends, and gave Carlile a cheque for the same 
amount. Julian Hibbert also spent nearly £1,000 in fitting 
up Carlile’s shop in Fleet-street. Mr. G. J. Holyoake says :
“ Mr. Carlile said to us on ono occasion, tbat Mr. Hibbert, 
from first to last, gave £7,000 in furtherance of his advocacy 
of free discussion in religion.” He contributed “ Theo
logical Dialogues ” to the Republican, and of these articles I 
possess the original MSS. In some sort also I may, perhaps, 
consider myself as having inherited his work, inasmuch as 
he commenced and published in 1820 A Dictionary of 
Modern Anti-Superstitionists, or “ an account, arranged 
alphabetically, of those who, whether called Atheists, 
Scoptics, Latitudinarians, Religious Reformers, etc., have,
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, during the last ten centuries, contributed towards the 
diminution of superstition. Compiled by a searcher after 
truth.” He refrained from giving his name through 
modesty, and the philosophy which loses the individual in 
his work ; for we have seen he was ready enough to expose 
himself to execration when he thought the interests of 
justice demanded it. The Dictionary evinced great 
scholarship and research. I t was, however, conceived on 
too extensive a scale, and in 128 pages, all that was issued, 
it only reached to the name of Annet.

Julian Hibbert also compiled “ Chronological Tables of 
English Freethinkers,’’ which were published in the Reasoner 
for 1855. In my Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of 
all Ages and Nations I have expressed my acknowledge
ments to Hibbert, whose idea I carried out on a more modest 
scale, and I only hope that in another fifty years my 
own work will be superseded by a better. Julian Hibbert 
set up a private printing-press at No. 1 Fitzroy-place, 
Kentish Town, and had, at great trouble and expense, 
special founts of type cast in uncial Greek, with, which he 
was never satisfied. He was, indeed, as Carlile wrote, “ as 
scrupulous and accurate as a classical scholar as he was 
noble in nature, punctual in morals, and amiable in 
manners.” In his preface to The Book of the Orphic Hymns, 
the first work published in this type, he thus humorously 
defends his fad, not only as a matter of taste, but also as a 
matter of religion: “ If orthodoxy or heterodoxy (salvation 
or perdition) depend upon the appearance of part of a single 
Greek character* in the faded writing of some half-a-dozen 
mutilated old books, surely every true believer ought to 
devote a considerable portion of his mortal existence to the 

. study of those letters, the right or wrong understanding of 
which will, no doubt, equally open to him the gates of 
Heaven or of Hades.”

We may be quite sure the book of Orphic hymns, though 
now valuable, never paid for the type-founding. His next 
work in uncial Greek was of more general interest, being 
the treatises of Plutarch and Theophrastus on Superstition, 
which he edited with notes, a life of Plutarch, and learned 
appendices “ On the Supposed Necessity of Deceiving the 
Vulgar," “ Of Persons Falsely entitled Atheists,” “ Various 
Definitions of an Important Word ”—viz., the word “ God,” 
and a catalogue of the principal modern works against 
Atheism.

In 1831 Julian Hibbert, being in ill-health, gave his press 
and types to James Watson, who had been his printer. 
James Watson, while working on Carlile’s Republican, was 
attacked by cholera, which terminated in typhus and brain 
fever. He said : “ I owe my life to the late Julian Hibbert. 
He took me from my lodgings to his own house at Kentish 
Town, nursed me and doctored mo for eight weeks, and made 
a man of me again. After my recovery Mr. Hibbert got a 
printing-press put up in his house and employed me in 
composing, under his directions, two volumes, one in Greek, 
the other in Greek and English” (Memoir, by W. J. Linton, 
p. 31).

Hibbert also wrote in, and helped to sustain, Hethering- 
ton’s Poor Marts Guardian, taking much interest in the 
fight for an unstamped free press up to the month of his 
untimely death. His will was proved, and the personal 
effects sworn under £8,000 by his executors, two good Free
thinkers—William Devonshire Saul, of Aldersgate-street, 
wine merchant; and J. brooks, of Oxford-street, bookseller. 
He directed his body to be given to an anatomical school, 
and requested that no person should wear mourning for him, 
or take any further notice of his memory. He bequeathed 
£402 to Carlile’s printers, b ung the sum Garble was indebted 
to them, in place of a legacy. To Henry Hetherington and 
James Watson he left £500. He had bequeathed a like sum 
to the Rev. Robert Taylor, but this he revoked by a codicil, 
in consequence, as he states, of Taylor having married a 
ladv of large fortune.

The obituary notice in the Annual Register (p. 217) says : 
“ Hibbert never partook of animal food, but lived in a rigid 
and abstemious manner. He had some landed property, and 
the residue of his estates becomes the property of his sister.” 
A portrait of him is extant, and was engraved in the 
Reasoner for July 1, 1855. His face is a very attractive and- 
sweet one, closely resembling that of the poet Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. J. M. Wiieelee.

A \  ankee tells us of a man who went to church on one of 
the days when souls may be bought out of purgatory for a 
trifling fee. As the priest came round he deposited his 
dollar on the plate. “ Is my friend’s soul out of purgatory 
now V “ Yes,” replied the ghostly man. “ Are you quite 
sure V repeated the affectionate inquirer. “ Quite sure,” 
answered the priest. “ Wal, then, they won’t be able 
to put him back again V responded the relieved friend. 
“Certainly not.” “Wal, in that case I may as well tell you, 
reverend friend, that that there dollar is a bad one.”

A note refers to the controversy whether it is os or 6 s in 
1 Timothy iii. 1G. 
x

A C I D  D R O P S .
said Jackto“ Loud, how the world is given to dying* - •ven 

Falstaff. Yes, it is given to lying. It is il i° narrat̂ “ 
romancing. If you listen to any ordinary pers°n, jjat ¿e (°r 
n. cnrwersa.tion rtr an evnerienee. vou will lino 1 ‘ „«coP'a conversation or an experience, you will — .• touches, anueven she) puts in a lot of dramatic

UDC0®'
sciously rounds the thing off after the fashion o oVejjstSi 
story-teller ; for the fact is, we are all more or les  ̂ M

’ " secret 
— tbe io

Testament was written by conscious or '\n<i°0ry- °r 
novelists. They felt what would make a go° 
round off an incomplete one, and they put it 
hesitation. , ,

. ,0te " l9',
Wo cannot check the ancient novelists who tb

has come down the ages as history, but we can ^  befl® 
same sort of thing is done now-a-days ; and done, ^ eck 
the very eyes of people who are in a position t grS oi 
narrator, only they are too lazy, or too much 
good story, to do so. ___  ^

Here is a case in point. Mr. Hall Caine, e°urf
recently “ dined ” by the Vagabond Club, and in ^  J»fl> 
of his speech he tola a dramatic story of the de»t( 
Thomson—the Freethought poet who wrote as D ■ 
the house of the blind poet, Philip Bourke ‘ • qy in y 
Caine stated that the two poets were alone all n n 
house, and the blind poet was unable to see JJq v

told it well, and the gentlemen of the 
listened to him with raj^t attention.

bor»

scory-iener ; ror uie iacc is, we are an muu. y- - , yus • 
whether we know it or not. And if you only ta v cret 111 
in your hand, you will be able to unlock f the l*e".
history, ay, and even in religion. A great deal °n(.on3edO“"

matter, or to tell whether his friend was reajj^Jr. 
alive. This was a highly dramatic situation^aiu

was takHeBut the story was untrue. Thomson . 
Marston’s rooms, but he did not die there^ jjgj 
removed to University College V

0
uuo  ̂uic he

removed to university uonege Hospital, u the break^iV 
days afterwards, from loss of blood through the glLr 
an internal blood-vessel. These facts were l o n g - -editof»
to the world authoritatively by Thomson » „heti (¡r. 
Bertram Dobell, and subsequently by his bi°B by, 0[
H. S. Salt. Yet the dramatic (and false) story> str J /  .v  woi’v.t«without a cioHall Caine crept into the newspapers y
contradiction, and perhaps it will figure in liter' 
books for several generations. «Pt----- . . Tur»rf

And now comes something still more surprnu^Jg i 
over the pages of that excellent little monthly) . 0'3 spf 
Guide, we noticed a paragraph on Mr. Hall 
to the “ Vagabonds.” After narrating Thorns ^  jf 
Marston’s rooms, Mr. Caine added, “ I do not -le( l® jjf. 
that story has been told.” Whereupon m ®n® * ti>
Literary Guide remarks that “ Mr. Bertram i D° -a....... ~.y ______ ________  ‘Mr. Bertram
H. S. Salt, as well as other cultured liberals;
smile.” Not a word of denial is given; even th ejr3 id ' 
the false story pass unchallenged, and only s 
Caine for reading nobody’s books but, his own. i i"

. it 0D
Really, it is a question whether anyone, can ^ e 'Wj- 
...................  ' ' ‘ ‘smile” when history is written in this fashion- gcjeuĉ j 

still swallows what satisfies its imagination- .y t ^ e 
not purged it of this weakness, and perhaps it ^ y  
so. And in the face of it we can understand ^

still swallows what satisfies its imagination- -il ne.dti'' - .*■ wm,

and especially religious history, which is. so.con 
the emotions, should be called “ ° 01

g S A
a Mississippi 01 j ti

. » f A iOne hundred and fifty-three thousand copies tke 
have already been published of a “ Protest .C\e, \ ■
Archibald G. Brown, of the East London jfifs tP

published
l, of the East London *■-- -n. ^  

bears the rather alarming title of The D'-Vl chaXtN.(pfh 
Amusement (Banks and Son). Mr. Brown ¡-gst®11 
Church with having “ gradually toned down n » ¡iii'-L tP 
instead of “ speaking out as the Puritans.J^jjfcieS
having then “ winkeif at and excused the trlX(ne v 
day.” “ There is,” he tells us, “ little, if any ^ > r  
between church, chapel, or mission hall- like

t0 tbC
u e tw e e n  cnurcn , cnapei, or  m issio n  n a n - „ ll^ nO1, t> 
m ay differ in  som e resp ects, th e y  bear a  strikiUOjjgir^ v>
the posters that figure upon and disfiguf0
boards.............‘ Amusement,’ he adds, ,lS 1
preaching of the Gospel ’ as the great attraction- c0pieJ  rfi1 
‘ entertainments,’ ‘ fancy fairs,’ ‘ smoking 0re<J 
‘dramatic performances,’ are the words 11 
biggest type and most startling colors.”

----  . is 0®® MI t is not generally known that Scripture ^  tl1® J t*L 
strictest subjects of examination for admissio^ je;iOLilCLUau aUUJUL/LS UI UXfclllllllclLlUII IOI djUXAJ-J-*-"-’ ,
A gentleman, whose son is a candidate, only jfi, 
fact at the last hour. He had spent a good d ^  gfig . 
“ coaching ” the young man in algebra, raCyj^ii p y
like, but had omitted the Scriptures. 
informed that this was really the most imP |jUt 
lapses in the others being passed over lightly*

▲
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lari'l(.',ura'l knowledge never—he telegraphed at once to the 
i “  ‘read up” in all haste for this most important 
Do90;umeni'i and to secure the best ecclesiastical coach

U)" in all haste for this most important 
d to secure the best ecclesiastical coach 

... bv ile was much gratified and relieved to receive 
f°Ho\vin!nit]i? a letter from the young hopeful to the
P°ssible. Re 
next xle

effect: “ Rear Dad,-Don’t  worry Had heard 
i n ^  the Scriptures from a cWn. Know a 1 about them.

reading up the ‘ Burning Bush,’ which W the 
“tlte here. Am sure to pass.” I t was a curious subject 

n a nautical examination ; but there is no accounting tor 
uiosyncrasies of examiners.—Liverpool Laio.

âffa,Cth^Sh°nc?ent writes to the Vossische Zeitung, from
Cerem0nv nf ®aster festival in Jerusalem, during the
f i f e s  "  ~  '...................................

-̂ -ots  ̂ Unsealing the Holy Tomb, two Armenian 
JrthoJo^6,1',0 attacked and thrown to the ground by 
took pkpo remk Popes, and a scene of violent conflict

ill

o ftL W K  The* Armenian priests, on the intervention 
Tlw,,.,, U!'kish police, were carried senseless from the spo 
havptquaHels of rival Christian sects at the holy places 
of «Bi 0ns keen familiar all over the world, and afford matter 
th,. ne,?e satisfaction to the Moslem, who not only possess 
i l l u S  Land, but keep the peace there. I t  is a beautiful 

ation of how these Christians love one another.

in ¡L e g io n s  Tract Society publish a good story of how, 
nameless place in Japan, a shop was discoverec 

the I  d Rlth Raves of the Bible. The woman who owned 
as llad picked up a pile of waste paper thrown aside 
the ®les?> and papered her walls with it This was not 
ttiul®0̂  extraordinary part, for it had converted and 
of thA ^ristian  of her. The story does not say wliat parts 
of tl„. v lble were pasted up, but if it had been such l,ortl°™> 

si Precious volume as the story of Lot and Ins daughters 
fetid, u , imagino it would disgust the Japanese with the 1,11 hook of the Christians.

C h f e ^ - t h e
small

’ oreign

'rresê oH? ■ ̂ le Ruble gets put to very strange uses. The 
-all gr00p aiu c°piesof the holy Scriptures to wrap up their 

as 'vaTi; J :ri.esi and some have been known to use the paper ^  for their guns. ___

jh'hle llaffenden, the agent of the British and Ft 
[,fk00o oooWi ,in f'h© Straits, said that up to last year 
Jlt Wh’af. . ,e?> or portions thereof, had been distributed ;
pP^iation «i • amongst the 1,400,000,000 of the world’s 
t sPel ivi - k .Millions must still be entirely without that 
; he nr„.. i our Lord more than 1800 years ago commanded 
j!vented °* • every creature.” If Jesus Cnrist had only 
f ^ R T ^ i n g ,  if would not have taken so long to 
ijacy y foibles to all the world’s inhabitants. But just 
tong needful udnd °f those who consider this the one
\ye ,

p h r is t i^ ^  fancy that, if Jesus knew the result of 
i° fhe Ln'f°ilVersions among the heathen, he would repeat 
ii {!k'Ua>r(. klsl1 an<I Foreign Bible Society the very unpolite 
i . comm? Used towards the Pharisees of his own day: 
v6 ls Oiadtt Sfi Sea and land to make one proselyte, and when 
yo',fselves’’>̂e make him twofold more the child of hell than
.. fl'it;]]( j ■
toiled tlip iUst over from South Africa, to whom we men- 
n-pLaged °f the Christianised native of Pretoria who

it w nd murdered a girl and then asked for his Bible, 
t;ed native 16 universal opinion out there that a Christian
i t y  we . 'Las a native spoilt. The one doctrine of Chris- 
J.r ail I ? 1 lays hold on their minds is that Jesus pays
i . i o aa Hec$m
«it

pays
vuus af tkSâ s that they never make collections for 
tog f 1 the churches in South Africa, all the money 

6r the!,. m tools at home, who would do better to look 
own heathen population.

S s s h  M  ex-president of the Wesleyan
S(. Cl?ty, w ’ and hon. secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Ik v’toe ’jn (;nt down to Audley to officiate at a memorial 

'8lake connection with the recent colliery disaster at 
\i Rod’a y' took for his text, “ Be still, and know that I 
llTk Cate’tP ut, instead of being still, he proceeded to 
hi °Se in tlC mighty at considerable length. He said : 
0cBrativesa iVeH°us escapes, which are familiar to the
alS1 n> reveaUk ■ mine> of tlle rail'vaD oi the city, of the ;ays pr t*1 lhe interventions of the Unseen Arm which is 
f0to of ¿el. 'ont mighty to save. And in addition to single 

'i s  »]. Ve,'ance, God takes the calamity itself and uses it 
v,., lr>g SOmy- So God’s goodness is proved both by his 
Va'R on . e and by his killing others. For, Mr. Jenkins 
H  °Ren ca7] 1 men who despise every other reasoning 
¿¡ton they l e . to the argument of misfortune, especially 
ah? i ke (j: ,are tn the presence of a catastrophe like the 
ijU’tote hefaf 'ler > revealing the touching spectacle of 
tofi, 0ast { ,,ssnessi the wisdom, foresight, and strength of 

'pj ® tlie ground, and swept aside like the vilest 
(¡¡toR Utterp? *me despised jirayer for help rises to lips that 

°Veretl if Prayer before, and those who would never have 
t on the Mount of teaching, or in the Temple of

Worship, find Him in Gethsemane.” What a charming 
Deity Mr. Jenkins has got. He kills peoples wholesale, 
leaving widows and orphans, just to get a prayer for help 
from lips that never uttered prayer before. We doubt if 
one of the entombed miners would have behaved like this to 
a dog.

Of course, Mr. Jenkins falls back at last on the sure and 
certain hope of a glorious resurrection. But what if the 
miners died cursing instead of praying 1 And what 
reasonable assurance could they have that a God, who 
acted in that demoniac fashion to them in this world, would 
act any differently in any other 1 Mr. Jenkins tries to 
clear up one mystery by another. Preaching “ Be still, and 
know that I am God,” is offering a drug for consolation, 
instead of the real help which springs from human 
sympathy.

A valet out of employment was charged at the West
minster police-court with stealing two pieces of old Mechlin 
lace, valued at £50, from an altar at the Brompton Oratory. 
The poor devil tried to pawn the articles for four shillings, 
and was “ nabbed” in the attempt; so that all he got by 
his enterprise was an introduction to a magistrate.

Cardinal Manning declared, in a magazine article during 
the great “ unemployed ” agitation in London, that accord
ing to Catholic teaching it was no crime for a starving man 
to steal to satisfy his hunger. Why, then, was this wretched 
and destitute valet prosecuted 1 Was it because he stole from 
the Church 1 Is Catholic teaching only to be carried out at 
the expense of the laity 1

Surely, if a man must steal out of mere self-preservation, 
he had better steal from the Church than from elsewhere. 
Church property belongs to God, and what does God want 
with £50 worth of Mechlin lace 1 He cannot wear it, 
nor should it decorate his altars while his children are 
in want of bread. What should we think of a human 
father who wore costly jewellery while his children were 
crying for food 1

A writer in the Church Times says that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury does not take £15,000 a year; he is merely 
“ entrusted by the Church with £15,000 a year to spend 
in its service and the service of the nation.” Surely this 
alters matters very much. Only it is not the Church which 
entrusts him, but the State through its ecclesiastical com
missioners. No doubt he has to pay a good deal for working 
expenses, but the nation has no control over him if he 
refused to spend a single farthing. As a matter of fact, the 
archbishops have contrived to save goodly fortunes out of 
their salaries.

Three weeks ago the Guardian proclaimed that “ the law 
of the Church of England knows nothing of dissolution of 
marriage except by death.” Now it says : “ If anyone says 
that the living voice of the Church of England gives no 
certain sound on the question whether marriage is 
indissoluble, we cannot deny it.” The explanation is 
simple. The bishops know on which side their bread is 
buttered, and that they must not come into collision with 
the State on such a ticklish question as Sir F. Jeune putting 
asunder those whom God has joined together. When 
divorce was first permitted by law, the so-called divine law 
of the Church became effete.

Christian Re-union has so far advanced that the Protestant 
Bishop of Derry has refused to allow the Church Congress 
to be held there, not because it might be offensive to the 
Romanists, but because the Protestants of Derry do not 
wish Ritualistic Anglicans among them. They do love one 
another.

The Weekly Register says it has been prophesied that the 
Pope will reign twenty years. As he has already occupied 
the papacy over seventeen years, they can safely say that 
any way he is not very far short of fulfilling the prophecy. 
But how is it we only learn of it just now ?

Tin; log-rolling British Weekly declares : “ The infidel camp 
is much disturbed by the challenge in defence of the Chris
tian faith which Mr. Coulson Kernahan has thrown down in 
his booklet, God and the Ant." I t  mentions Mr. Foote’s 
article in the Freethinker ; but if it takes this as a sign that 
the infidel camp is much disturbed it is amusingly mistaken.

The Church Times never allows its loyalty to overcome its 
Churchism. It boldly says that her Majesty, in relinquish
ing her rights of patronage in the Welsh Church, violates 
her solemn Coronation Oath, taken in response to the Arch
bishop’s questions, the last of which was this : “ And will 
you preserve unto the Bishops and clergy of England and 
Ireland, and to the Churches thus committed to their charge, 
all such rights and privileges as bylaw do or shall appertain 
to them or aDy of them?” The C. T. does not notice that
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the oath says nothing about the law being altered. I t was 
altered in the case of the Church of Ireland, and it may be 
in regard to the Church in Wales and England also.

The Church Times is horrified at the appointment of 
Ascension Day for the polling at Warwick and Leamington. 
I t says this arrangement is greatly to be deplored. For 
people to exercise their rights of citizenship when they 
ought to be contemplating how a dead Jew overcame the 
laws of gravitation is really too awful.

The Archbishop of Canterbury stated at the meeting of 
the S.P.C.K. that the ancient Assyrian Church was almost 
on the verge of extinction, and, without help from the 
English Church, the Assyrians might join the American 
Presbyterians, the Roman Catholics, and might even become 
Mohammedans. Apparently this ancient Church, like other 
ancient Churches, is in want of cash, and the authorities 
are prepared to transfer themselves to the body offering the 
most dollars. Why don’t the Jews make a bid to incorporate 
the ancient Assyrian Church 1

The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge also 
claims to have issued eight millions of volumes, 500,000 
Bibles and Prayer Books, and four millions of tracts. A 
small per cent, of these may be of some value, but, on the 
whole, what a deluge of waste paper to be sure.

The B. and F. Bible Society and the S.P.C.K., having much 
wealth, prevent the circulation of erroneous copies of the 
Scriptures. But in early days some curious mistakes hap-
Eened. Thus John i. 1 was made to confirm Buddhism, 

eing translated “ In the beginning was the Buddha, and 
the Buddha was with God, and the Buddha was God.” In 
one of the South Seas the words, “ where the wild asses 
quench their thirst,” were rendered, “ where pigs that eat 
men drink against their hiccoughs.”

Samuel Letters, a laborer, of Charles, North Devon, has 
been fined 2s. 6d. and costs for ploughing a field on Sunday. 
He pleaded that he did not know it was Sunday, and was 
let off lightly. If, however, only half-a-crown was taken 
from all the people who work in their own gardens on 
Sunday, a very considerable income might be raised. We 
commend the project to the Lord's Day Observance Society.

Wicked Jessie Ireland, a Dundee lassie of sixteen, pursued 
her minister, the Rev. J. A. Simpson, for £500 for an 
indecent assault while on a pastoral visit. The judge left it 
to the jury to decide if a girl who worked in a factory was 
as innocent as Jessie pretended to be, and the defendant 
was acquitted. He has had a narrow escape from the toils 
of the wicked one who is always going about seeking to 
devour the men of God.

In Robertson County, North Carolina, an extensive under
ground whiskey still has been unearthed on the land of the 
Rev. Bayliss Hamrick, a Baptist minister of fifty years’ 
standing. The Excise officers have been baffled for many 
years, ever since the time of the war, but a few weeks ago 
were successful in discovering the still. Preacher Hamrick, 
a great exponent of faith in regeneration by water, has 
been one of the most successful whiskey smugglers of 
modern times.

Macaulay said that the Puritans objected to bear-baiting, 
not so much on account of the pain given to the bear as for 
the pleasure of the spectators. Something of this feeling 
may have animated the men of God who went to the race
course near Birmingham to publicly pray against the 
iniquity they are not inclined id.

Mr. W. J. Courthope, in liis History of English Poetry, 
says that the legend of Robin Hood’s piety was suggested 
by the tale of a knight in the Legenda Aurea, who was in 
the habit of robbing everybody who passed by his castle, 
but never allowed any business to corns in the way of his 
devotions. But the union of religion with disregard of 
other people’s rights has been a common observation from 
the days of David to those of the latest swindling director.

Herbert Spencer, in his Principles of Sociology, § 64C, says : 
“ Robbery as well as murder has had, and has still in some 
places, a religious sanctification.” Says Burton of the 
Beloochis : “ These pious thieves never rob; save in the name 
of Allah.” Of a robber tribe among the Chibchas, Piedrahita 
writes: “ They regard as the most acceptable sacrifice that 
which they offer up out of the robbery to certain idols of 
gold, clay, and wood, whom they worship. And at the 
present time in India wo have freebooters like the Domras, 
among whom‘a, successful theft is always celebrated by a 
sacrifice’ to their chief god, Gandak.” The modern method 
is to build a church and subscribe to missionary funds out 
of the proceeds of iniquity. _

The Dublin Evening-Herald-says that the teacher in the

National Schools, while they are ruled over by c ® vjl0Se 
“ can be little better than a sort of superior flunkey, t;c 
politics and opinions—and not unfrequently even Oo 
affairs—are determined by another mind than his oDiy 
This state of things, it is needless to say, is )l0C,fc of 
prejudicial to the teacher, but also to the best B_
the country. Apart from the injustice inflicted on .a ‘¿er 
body of public servants, there are higher and o 
grounds on which the country should demand a radio 
a sweeping modification of present arrangements.

idol.
The Rev. W. M. Barrow, vicar of St. Clement’s, L1V 

runs some Church schools, and evidently with a keen J 
business. On May 20 he sent a circular to the P!lT c;deI 
his school-children, stating that “ the Managers have 
to charge no School Fees next week.” But the y  coUid 
not mean to let the parents have the benefit, it ^veekli 
help i t ; so he asked them to send the amount of the gure]y 
fee “ at least ” to his Mission Hall on thei5°n,dfhe EJuca" 
this sort of thing is not one to be encouraged by the 
tion Department.

The English Churchman gives the following 
where the Confessional is at work :—Ampthill; fet. A’ _ , j0ly 
Worthing; St. Andrew’s, Newcastle ; Chiltlehampt°_ 
Trinity, Leytonstone; St. Stephen’s, Dorchester, ^ 
St. Catherine’s, Liverpool: Shernanbury; St. A ^\\ 
Plaistow; St. Margaret’s, Liverpool; Stroud Gre ^  
Souls, Harlesden; Holy Cross, St. Pancras. Ifi.j make 
hopes that Protestant parents in these parishes 
careful inquiries as to whether any children^ arc * 
to Confession without the knowledge of their pal „e a

................................................ confession also ^

It

points out that the party urging cuiiLesaiun — , gy 
celibate priesthood, and says : “ In some cases cl o

ineo
uc- jji. icounvjut-t, cstxya . _lli quiuo J)60p ̂

have brought the utmost possible pressure on 
to induce them to go to Confession before, or nmn 
after, Confirmation.”

Tn a receBtMr. Gladstone is an old-fashioned theologian. 1 n ie oB 
letter to the Rev. W. Spiers, who has written a 
the Pentateuch, the G.O.M. says that he views with 
satisfaction ” every effort to “ abate the pride and r r0ud 
of the Higher Criticism. Once upon a time thes ; 
and rash gentlemen would have shared the fate ot j stoDe’ 
now they have only to dread the anger of Mr- G 
and we guess they can smile at that.

Buddhists, as well as Christians, are capable_ of tbe 
in religion. I t is reported that they are getting 1 earjj 
habit of offering hollow candles on _the altars^ ^ 11

dremission of punishment hereafter. The candles yoUni 
right, but they weigh badly. And as Buddha hasnn0uri?k' 
out the fraud, the trade in make-believe candles is ̂ 
ing ; indeed, says a correspondent of the M anchesto  witk* 
News, two or three millions have been contracted to 
the last few weeks. But let the pious economis.ts îui 0 
when the Boss wakes up to the imposition. To stm 
wax may make him waxy.

, fhe saiotf All the sins of t“e. s0 of itn j]
A Mr. Thomas Young, of 6«

in

Satan was always a scapegoat. All the sins °1 ,,mliosC v‘ 
fall on his head, and he is now credited even wRn rlDiiig 
his divine protagonist. A Mr. Thomas Young, pi vj1jcb F 
ham, has put out a pamphlet, Christ or Satan, m '  u ,uU- 
contends that hell is a work of the Devil, and as sU r¡áoU 1 
be destroyed. To make Satan the builder of the p 
which God punishes him is really too bad.

----- trab°5The Printing Trades Federation organised a demoh^ a;usl 
..1 Trafalgar-square last Sunday afternoon to protes ®,jjol®' 
“ the tyranny of the Salvation Army, in dischargee 
sale efficient Trade Union workmen in the P ;u)lj 
department, because they would not join the 
supplanting them by underpaid Salvationists. . tl> 
Trade Unions were represented at the meetings %v¡̂  
speeches wore tolerably warm, and the resolution ‘fly #- 
carried wound up by stigmatising “ the Salvation juct®0 
only another name for a gigantic trading concern, c° 
on a sweating system.” ___  ^

The Army, through “ Colonel” Bremner, denie» 
harges of sweating, but it denies them generally» 

not venture to contradict specific statements. MlS, J>b° 
of the Hammersmith Branch of the Independen g.grjii- 
Party, referred to an advertisement in the War Or? jg 
from six to eight shillings per week for “ young 8^ you*1« 
to tea-packing.” At such a low wage some of tkeS„ o0t,b l . 
girls would be tempted to join the class that j,igbe 
‘rescuing.” The Salvation Army ought to Pj1 y. tb®
wages to tea-packers ; and it can afford to do _so, f° gjl0p 
it sells at two shillings a pound can be beaten in aI1) 
London for eighteenpence.

itf

of God is spelled with four letters in 
1 language.—Yonker's Gazette. Inclu fij,

The name
every known language. *__ _____ ___
American language. It is usually spelled with a
Brockton 'Times.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

June o \r a o. ^* Conference ; 9 and 16, H all of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

^atnber\vell ^ m ® * 8 E ngagements. —July 28, A ugust J and 11,
Î® him (ii ^

bi ,
■ Pas
too I

““Hborwoll " “'■■t00 ™«ahements.—July zs, iiuguso -i anu u ,  
to him (¡{"~4 .11  communications for Mr. W atts should bo sent 
-  a ^©ply is required, a stam ped and addressed envelope- , o u  D _  »  v  —  ^ W ^ u i i o u ,  c* O U O U 1 J J O U  a u u  <*vx.vaì. v joo vjxa  v u i

A. onclosed) a t 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W . 
to° pr'I'-'W e do not believe a word of it. Jam es Thomson was 
Ho vfas “̂  t^olaim the authorship of another man’s w riting ; andwas well —  ° autiiorsnip oi anooner man s wnoinj
jttthor was aa^ are who wrote that article in the Secularist. The
°nger en»f a P3rsonal friend of his, and is still living, though no 

°f l?aragrant C*'0<̂  the Secular party. With t-.lio «vnentinn 
"'Hiich fn -i-, ’ Thomson never wrote anythinDll*-. ..-u CUd. nnf. oir»„ T. ■

W ith the exception
■*vi, f,e Hjn —-*—vu uuvu. ni. uia, «.iiji uning in the Secularist

Pbnctilioyg a no*' 8*gn- I t  was a point on which he was extrem ely
' Moss.rP; 
deb,
■ftttwelve*y' ^°U Bermondsey. A man of faculty does improve

y ars, especially when they are the prime years of his

have ¡mpr Thanks for your genial letter. Mr. W. T. Leo m ust 
'ate with , imracn3oly since the tim e when he proposed to

> •
to.

 ̂ ip?n” ôn).—Thanks for paper. See paragraph.
^  'Vt*te

13---- */• x u a i m a  i u i  t j c o  [ J i u a ,” l i t j m .

on fF^est9n)’—Many thanks for papers. Mr. Foote, , “**/• i'xwiij i/inumo ivji |(U(juio. xui. j
 ̂ the existence of Jesus when he can find time.to receiveTATTER iv r ---- '-’v/v̂ nv̂ v> \ji. uw ouo  n u o u  n o  ot*i* m u

. Attitri ' (-Now York).—Wo aro always pleased
U-P*c«.^PBp6r8-
■j, l3o to hi8 hould read the work of M. Solovyolf before roply

1>K.-Jj*apera-

*' L  M ^  8tatemen“ts.
,, c°hittienf ; ° Lmiscarra desecration case does not call for any
h , Vr 11 -  I n  n n .  — l-  — ...................................  -  -W w  a ° Ur c°tumns.

^ 7 ^ * 1  “ I

\V > the ,

Thanks all the same for the cuttings, 
am receiving subscriptions towards the

can depend 
correspondent

h?°n' I h ' iJ lf 00n ahares. That number you 
■ iS °ur heart- . 0 Promises of some more.” This i 
• H. Ha!  leat thanks.
Cr‘ticisn, -RA? ’—Glad to learnn'‘‘Ucism —triad to learn you were so pleased with

, ■ 0. q. Grant Allon’s The Woman Who Did.
i S e r e ^ ' ^ I ’aragraph.
: • L. ,lve<I> too late for insertion, a lottor from the Rev. 
,1 ffiferenon f Ia’ 8ecretary of the Christian Evidence Society, 
o?c? hot de l ° ur week’s leading article. < Mr. Engstriim  
,1 ^u lari« 'v*Hh the points w e raised as to the legal disabilities 
®jh® with thani'  leSal privileges of Christianity. Ho only

to ifVerhiav™ u ue»Gion we put to h im : “ it  an honest un- 
wta Christ?0 t ° ,heaven> what is the use of taking the trouble 

Wo „, an ‘ ’ Upon this question he expends a good deal
Wh ’ Apart f nn°H help calling verb iage; the sum of which is 
^Cr'fi8 n°t a <t?l . ®9ven an(I hell (a very big apart), the man 
ther c®’ In hristian loses the greatest inspiration to self-
Eti!° ar° Secui0^^' k° this argument, we venturo to say that 

J, p  »striim dor> , lsts. who work as hard for thoir cause as Mr.
__,’pp ~°r his, and for a much smaller “  consideration.”

liv r,°W yoi,a. 8 I°r your good wishes. See paragraph. Glad 
C. w 6rPo°f. ere “ d e ligh ted ” w ith Mr. Putnam ’s lectures at

'bet?00*10» . ' ' “Pleased to hear you had such a good m eeting at 
hext °» 'hclmp '̂ou. send us full particulars of the Teetotalism  

Ncj. "'cek, ln8  lim e and place, we w ill give it  a paragraphe5s p.
^btl?thS00keVEDVrBuilder’t'\y6a“lin Opon Court—Derby Tim es—Twentieth Century

■’s Journal—Referee—N ya Sanningar, y -*u . t------* u u m u ------X JC IU J  AiLUOO-----AWD11WOUU u o i m u j ’
l ,C tern jr: eninP? Telograph—Crescent—Liverpool Mercury— 
hn».0* AlarT ha0 Tiberator —Straits T im es—Now York Sun— 

, n Invogf-^mes—Liverpool Eclio—Staffordshire Sentinol— 
ThOUgpator—Las Dominicales—Freidenkor—Liberty-

Si;, ^ > iocuh°  ®d‘Hor of tho Freethinker should bo addressed to 
^ • 0 i A n S r'8treet' London, E.C.

ten -?TI8eme^ts.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; overy suc- 
ftr » ; half , rds> fid. Dismayed Advertisements:—Ono inch, 

^hoUtions Umn’ LI “a- 6d-» column, £ 2  5s. Special terms

S * Q  th
the  h all  of sc ie n c e .

b; aPpea]lJilS? Weĉ   ̂ have received very few responses 
.hpsW is impossible to say just now what will 

a ! *hitae,p °* a *  business, but some decision must be 
!H,to°r(iing\ate^  after Ibc Bristol Conference.

T s to my promise) an(j to avoid future misundor-î hiij '‘M1nt; Oi I  1-A t/ VfXlilOOj tfUiVA V K J Ct V U iU  iU V U l O  UXIO U U U D l “
fj. P'tce is r°eeed to givo a succinct history of this affair. 

time mUod- and perhaps that is fortunate.
nota8° I gave a partial explanation, and I will 

iff the r®Peat> aI least unnecessarily, what isa - i n - r go1
’* 0b li^ ]ni' ,1d of attentive readers.. — v. ua u,iuein.ive r e a u e rs .

^fihth d to g° hack to the very beginning; that is, 
8 after the starting of the Bradlaugh Memorial

Hall Company, of whose oirginal Board of Directors I was 
chairman. Mr. R. 0. Smith proposed that the Company 
should acquire the lease of the Hall of Science for ¿£2,000, 
this sum to include the fixtures and furniture. I laid his 
proposal before the Board, and I could have carried it by 
using my casting vote, which I refrained from doing. At 
the shareholders’ meeting, in August, 1891,1 plainly stated 
that in my judgment it was impossible to raise sufficient 
money to build a Bradlaugh Memorial unless the project 
was immediately connected with the life and work of the 
National Secular Society. This view was flouted by those 
who were bent on opposing me at any hazard, but subse
quent events have proved that i  was right. The 
Bradlaugh Memorial Hall Company has made no real 
headway since I left it in the control of those who defeated 
my policy. According to its last annual report, which was 
not sent me, although I am a shareholder, I see that the 
Company allotted one fresh share in 1894.

When I turned my attention to a fresh method of 
acquiring the Hall of Science, I found that Mr. Smith’s 
terms had risen. He said he was annoyed at his treatment 
by the Memorial Company, but I and my closest colleagues 
were not responsible for that. At any rate he wanted 
£3,000 instead of ¿£2,000. I never could understand this 
increase, though Mr. Smith has since given an explanation 
which he thinks sufficient. Had he kept to his original 
offer, which he now sees to have been just enough to 
himself, he would long ago have had his ¿£2,000, and 
we should have been in full possession of the premises.

It was reported by my enemies, who were very reckless, 
that I had a private arrangement with Mr. Smith, by 
which I was to receive a handsome slice of the purchase 
money. Some of them specified the precise amount. Well, 
I should imagine that the silliest and most malignant 
of them must now perceive the gross folly of their 
accusations.

My principal reason for closing with Mr. Smith was the 
impossibility of doing anything else. In a certain sense 
we were cornered. Those who talk glibly about getting 
another hall do not understand the difficulties. I know 
not where we could go, with money in our hands, to hire a 
suitable hall for pronounced Freethought lectures in the 
heart of London.

There was another reason. I never liked the Club at 
the Hall, but it was tolerated in Bradlaugh’s time, and I 
believed it would at least pay a large share of the ground 
rent and other expenses. Unfortunately it declined 
steadily. The first year it contributed less than half the 
estimated amount, the second year a good deal less than 
that, and the third year a ridiculously small figure. 
Meanwhile the N.S.S. had been paying its contracted 
rent for its partial use of the building, although this was 
done with considerable difficulty, and partly by the many 
free lectures I gave on Sundays and on Wednesday 
evenings.

I am not blaming the Club committee in any way for 
this state of things, although perhaps some economies 
might have been effected in the management. But that, 
of course, is a matter of opinion. Anyhow, it was obvious 
that such a state of things would have to terminate ; and 
what I have to complain of is, that when this did become 
obvious, tho Club committee assumed an attitude of 
hostility to the Board of Directors and to the N.S.S. 
Executive. During the bother over the letting of tho hall 
for an entertainment which, whether rightly or wrongly, 
the Directors and the Executive regarded as highly 
discreditable to the institution, the Club committee was 
simply defiant. It stood upon its technical right as 
tenant, without recognising any corresponding obligation 
in regard to ren t; and as this was a difficulty that had not 
been foreseen, the Directors were obliged to give the 
Committee three months’ notice to quit.

Constant friction followed, and it culminated one 
Wednesday evening when I went down to lecture and 
found the hall closed, owing to an alleged “ misunder
standing.”

Before the expiration of the notice to quit, Mr. R. O. 
Smith, himself a member of the Club committee, served it 
with a notice to pay him any rent, and to give him 
possession. I learnt of this by sheer accident, and I had 
much trouble in convincing the Committee that Mr. 
Smith’s notice was perfectly illegalindeed, I could only 
do it by tho aid of tho Hall Society’s solicitors.
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Some other incidents I would rather bury. I do not 
wish to relate them unless I am compelled.

I must now go back to the early part of the year, when 
Mr. Smith first agreed to take £525 in cash and £75 
in shares to extinguish his claim as vendor and mortgagee. 
Mr. Smith stuck out for the odd £25 beyond the £500 
that was first offered him, and the prolonged negotiation 
gave the friend who was to advance the money an 
opportunity of changing his mind. I then saw Mr. 
Smith, and offered to raise the money in another way, if 
he would say whether he would accept it, and what time 
he would allow. Instead of answering these questions, he 
sent us a lawyer’s letter, stating that he meant to take 
steps to obtain what was owing to him and to realise his 
security.

I told Mr. Smith that this was an extraordinary way of 
treating his colleagues (for he was a Director) and the 
party generally (for he was an N.S.S. vice-president). 
But he was stubborn, and I came to the conclusion that he 
had private views as to the future of the Hall of Science; 
a conclusion which was strengthened by the fact that 
nearly three months elapsed before he condescended to 
renew his offer.

This state of uncertainty was a great hindrance to us. 
We could not go on building on what might turn out to be 
a quicksand. And as the Club had ceased to be a source 
of income, while still hanging on to its technical right as 
tenant, we fell into financial embarrassments, which it was 
useless to contend against without a clear understanding 
with Mr. Smith.

What I have now to state 1 should prefer to leave 
unsaid, but so many people know of it, some of whom 
report it in a peculiar fashion, that I think it best to 
publish the facts.

The superior landlord put in a distraint for ren t; and 
knowing that this was coming, I authorised Miss Vance to 
remove the National Secular Society’s library, which she 
did. The London Branch, of which several of the Club 
committee are members, have been very anxious to know 
where the books are; but the Executive is satisfied, and 
the Branch will know in good time.

We kept the distraint going in order that the Hall 
might at least be fit for Mr. Putnam’s reception; and, 
having lived through that, we let the landlord take his 
course. The sale took place, and persons who should have 
known better were there running up the prices of the very 
things we wanted to secure for our own use. One of them 
even told the auctioneer that the platform could be 
removed, and was therefore saleable. However, a friend 
bought from the bailiff, at his own risk, the articles 
necessary to the Hall as a meeting-place, and the audiences 
have perceived little, if any, difference in the aspect of the 
institute.

It was in the midst of all these troubles that Mr. Smith 
told us he was ready to listen to an offer when we had the 
money in our hands.

This story is a brief one to tell, but it covers many 
months, and the whole time has been one of great anxiety, 
and full of unpleasant incidents.

Personally, I am very tired of this business; and I 
sympathise with Miss Vance, upon whom it has entailed 
much extra labor, which, however, she has borne cheer
fully. 'A meeting of the Directors will be held next week, 
and the result will be duly announced.

Fresh Donations.—A. Beadle, £ 1 ; A. Clarke, £1 ; W. W., 
2s. 6d.; V . H. Harrup, £1. q  -yy

S U G A R  P L U M S .

In spite of the hot weather, there was a good audienco at 
the London Hall of Science on Sunday evening, when Mr. 
Foote lectured on “ The Flight of the Jerusalem Ghost.” 
Mr. George Ward, who is so assiduous in his voluntary 
attention to the bookstall, was pressed into acting as 
chairman for once. He invited discussion, and some was 
forthcoming; but the speaker was young and inexperienced, 
and his remarks had little to do with the lecture.

Mr. Harry Snell, who is coining up from Nottingham, 
will lecture at the London Hall of Science this evening 
(June 2), his subject being “ Christ and Socialism.” Whit-

June 2.

Sunday is not the best time for a good audie ^  ¿rd 
hope the London friends who are not out of to' qie n)°- 
in at the Hall as an encouragement to one 
promising of our younger lecturers. ,

----- . y[r. C h;i r, Q
Notwithstanding many counter attractions, I

Watts had good audiences last Sunday at -M®- tures "e 
the evening all the seats were filled. I  he 
enthusiastically received. ___  ,

U ’-S J .SATAl. K J .  A . A 1AUAIM.UA U U H .U tU V *  ______________________________
Sunday to first-rate audiences, the hall being c,ro LThi10 
the evening. The Liverpool friends are delighted " . s u' 
f w  u avM,ears to be delighted with them. He*. local 
that he had “ a fine time.” Mr. George Wise, of t“® Mr. 
Ghristian Evidence Society, offered opposition o" 
Putnam s lectures ; and we understand that a del* 
something or other (we are not informed what) 13 
place between these gentlemen during the suniiner'

Mr. Putnam has been “doing” North Wales since 
Liverpool lectures. He will attend the Nation») * biHt-l 
Society s Conference at Bristol to-day (June 2), bei o „¡o* 
to speak with Messrs. Foote, Watts, and others, at the 
(public) meeting.

• rf
Lristol Christians have been going about sa) d1'' ' amne a*>lv

llis
uK

Secularism was dead, and there is naturally sOD0.®rence »“ 
ment at the placards announcing the N.S.S. Conic ^ li  
the public meeting, which is to be addressed^
variety of speakers. The Rev. J. M. Logan,
with Mr. Foote, has engaged the St. James's ry;.' „„aq 
Sunday afternoon Bible Class while his chapel lS uj;ibk 
gomg alteration But this afternoon (June 2) 1 „¿id1
Glass has to stand aside for the Secular Conference , „
is a curious commentary on “ the death of Secularism- 

r  ̂ t tk’
the Bristol friends will be happy to meet delegate-5 -  ̂

station and take them to their hotels. All they r«  otlC 
to be informed of the time of arrivals. Delegates, or 
visitors, who have not yet written to secure accom r.,;iir- - - U ------------- --  - .......... . a t  \r„ T Keast, 3 2 ^ ^  l0should communicate at once with Mr. J. Keast, 
street, St. Paul’s, Bristol, who will be pleased to 
their requirements.

-----  . . s froa>
I t is customary for the delegates and v i s i t o ’c 

distance to sit down to a common dinner at (jie ; 
between the morning and afternoon sessions o ^ . j i i 1̂ , 
ference. This year’s dinner will be at the will 
Dove,” in Bridwell-street. The whole expen^
defrayed by one of the N.S.S. vice-presidents, ' gelf, 0 
Anderson, who does not attend Conferences 11 
likes to be hospitable to those who do. . ,d

----- jjristc (0
A cheap excursion runs from Paddington to ,  ilk-j-.. 

Saturday at 12.35 noon. -Fares, 9s. to return If a 
return June 4, and 11s. to return June 10 or !'• ĝips® ¡x. 
cient number will notify their intention to avWl vd.,,;. 
of this excursion to Miss Vance, a saloon cart ‘ 
provided. There are also excursions from Swind ’eXCuH 
and Bath by the same train. There is likewise a 
at the same prices leaving Paddington at 11.1° P- uer<

JH H i_-------------- - I -------- -----  ajr m®1 Iff
Vestry, has been defending the right of °PeqeCular'3i’tlff 
He was supported by Mr. Dobson, another C ))e»rs. jiy 
+.Vip u Mnrlprnfp. ” mn.inrif.v r'n.rrip.rl thfi daV. ^  ^ nf\ W

Mr. A. B. Moss, who is a member of the
L  . ,  .  i  (• „ « o i l

the “ Moderate ” majority carried the day. 
tradesmen had complained of a “ nuisance 
“ obscene language” in connection with the

cause1
busi^ftK
andUUOGCUO laiig uago in uuunuuviuii ^

costermongers, and “ political, atheistical, ¡pni‘v,-:
speakers,” on the Triangle, at the juncture ot V  nlac 
Heaton-road ; and the Vestry Committee )'.atc3 ii9tlI,V-; 
matter in the hands of the police. Mr. .“peini 11 j 1 
objected to political and atheistical speakers . bu^ tr-' 
responsible for the language of costermongeI y ey ' 
majority of the Vestry seemed to think th» 
properly lumped together. ___  „iffS .Jit’**

The Lambeth Branch commences a series ''
afternoon lectures in Kennington Park on bn,,t t i t u i u w u  i u u u u i u o  i n  — ------ .

Mr. Jones will lecture on “ The Soul and Scien
cons1'Mr. E. G. Taylor, of Manchester, has for a c tlF 

time been deeply interested in the Blasphemy j iH • 
article from his pen upon this subject aPPc!ri'iiis . iK 
February number of the Westminster Review■ Iff :, 
is now abridged and issued as a penny 
Liberty of jBequest Committee, under the ^
Thought he Fettered in England? Copies can ‘f \ eet'sWi>t 
of Messrs. Watts .fe Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, i-

heartily recommend it for circulation by 
and also by individual Freethinkers who w.isl)raA&ce' 
odious Blasphemy Laws swept out of our jurisp1
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SECULARISM AND CHRISTIANITY.

THE GLASGOW DEBATE.

( Continued from p. 32Jf.)
tu’nUhe -third night Dr. J amieson affirmed “ That Chris- 

»  superior to Secularism.” In spite of all his 
tiiat SeUt,s Protestations to the contrary, it was quite clear 
to(.r.. enlarism was negative and iconoclastic, and nothing 
in n ". .Tts pretence to satisfy all the needs of mankin , 
liom l̂cvdar their religious aspirations, was farcical. G. ■ 

for long a Freethinker, but who returned to the 
of the Church some years before Ins recent, lamented 

le f tV ad left it on record that t h e  lo ss  of religious belief
of s i-e World desolate for him, so that nothing m the creed ^feeienee could — ° ------  ----------

0 S

??spel
( V  Te

si 0j ?ouid. reclaim the waste. Secularism, then, was a 
- Tesf» Pair' Tie had already demonstrated that the 

I ecularisrn meilt forestalled all the so-called principles of 
htter wa« ’ S0 ĥa-t it was useless to maintain that the 
i°r them n suPeri°r to Christianity. Mr. Watts had painted 
jy the Seoiri°Se-a ê Picfure of the idyllic home-life cherished 

best theory of marriage and social purity. At
P^oript’ior, nWa?, an impudent travesty of Christian 
^Ught 11(/ '  , besides, Christianity inculcated purity of 

upon ̂“ less than of action, whereas Secularism was 
novv his , 1  f at ah-important aspect of the subject. It was 
respef,n„„. uty to disclose the real doctrine of Seci•csnp —J w uisciose tne real aoctrine or
^Pecting sexual m nnls He regretted to see lauies

8 »  S  Ä Ä .  to  toltoUedIo» tto g » ™ “  

ÿ Â w a S S  K T  H i»  %  - t t o r t g

î £ a  * 8 ï  ”  t  “MÏh,w - i-I --'■cu 0n i
; rat0atic a .v}n8 its actual title, then (with a melo- 
{’r°'iuction °?ri8h) he would divulge it. This infamous 
Fember nf’i,Pe Was ashamed to say, was written by a. wuper of h asn am eu uo say , was wriuteu uy a
!•’ ^Licli 1 *US own Profession. Having read passages from 

Would® ;COn8trued as meaninS that universal prostitu- 
i ations o *?e Preferable to the present system of sexual 
.̂gate,” jjrn<T added extracts from Owen, Harte, and “ Dr. 

ah of them (1 ainieson declared that it must now be plain to 
fhe the sexual morals of Secularism were those

JJHl the „^ry-yard and the pig-sty. For let them mark 
i ecularist- Bradlaugh, Holyoake, Foote, and all theC  'a r is t  1 j  ‘ a ' 1 la u g n , 1
lastly«n leac*ers, had set their imprimatur upon the 

Mr nr USgarlv  E lem en ts .”
?Pp0,

r. W v--fia!'ly Elements;
i
n9, attempt to countermine his positions. It
said that Christianity . T _ , ' ’ , ------

had overwhelming historic

triJotient VJT8 aSain commented on the failure of his 
ha] keen -- ■ ■ the case f°r Secularism.
Si

There

‘Ncularig 8?ld ^ a t  Christianity built hospitals, whereas 
H°of that fk none 1 but they had overwhelming historic 
/Prist, r rhere were systems of medical aid long before 
> t i ciMtnn answer to the chronic demand, “ What had cold 
Pat scent; C- e for mankind 1” it could easily be shown 

trePtici8m f n was the precursor of progress. Thus the 
Pat of jr Bacon opened up a new world for Science, and 

^Patiatg me Rre boundless field in which modern thought 
j!t°lusiye • He must recur to the Christian dogma of 
tj^ieson J ‘Ration, with its correlative of persecution. Dr.« , • . “ ” " <-l I vu jJCVi 1 1WVA VUUIV VUIUCV. XUUlii II AAIAIV Vi
>a ed utin L- e2ect of the commandments of Jesus, who

not even parried that thrust. Then what of1 ^  UriA l  • U blit? UUJLHUictllULUCIlLC) UJL d C O U 3 , WJ1U
sh°Perty— - 1  i 8 disciples to forsake all—kindred, home, and 
Pafee A ] follow him ; of the injunction that they should 

s °tld jjq, dust from off their feet against the cities that 
ciHP̂ eceive them, with the doom pronounced against 

'Pp°UUcpr 111 Bay of Judgment; and what of the awful}» ^UUCPrVl -----~ K J L  °  )  CATAAVA TTAACVC VAA C1AV %M TT A UA
(i'JP?ehol(Henni fPaf a man’s foes would be those of his own 
Pfirig u ' The only pertinent question addressed to him 
P to t j  ® debate had been, “ Whether anyone who acted 

i,BaP 1” an r^aofnngs of the New Testament could be a bad 
a r?ecut;,, “e Lad now proved that that teaching incited to 
of°*al ore]11’ and tended to subvert the whole fabric of 
a, I'istory'f an<! happiness. Again, they had the witness 
c “1 thepp,,101' it that, when Christianity was primitive, 
t-, ry out tke Pure> presumably Christians did literally 

fj: 1116 behest of Jesus and renounce all worldly 
j iptlj ‘ °.PPonent ridiculed the notion that Secularists 
pmertv k lf fhe principle that Progress sprang from ̂ )eCaUSP Rimnln.riafr.« nnf, Ik'llAVP. in fr*p

- Bs opponenj. ri(iicuied the notion that Secularists
3s '
b< 
d

aapter J ,  denied free-will, and he now proceeded to give

"'anted6?ause Secularists did not believe in free-will. 
J  Partial f to know whether Dr. Jamieson meant absolute 
Pe-cifi„. ,,_tree-will ; but, in any event, the New Testament

raged round
h “ ' ' 3 "  n v ,  J  A A T O - I V A 1 1 ,  CA/AAVA

t) * °r the /,verse to verify this.
(hr CentrPreik °f ffle eveu*nS the controversy 
¡¿'gently8 taius indicated. Dr. Jamieson continued to bore 
^ tr^nt Ok^ ^ le muck-heap of nastiness, from which the 
J /u  Christian Evidencer draws his chief inspiration, 

h61Sni°d ic allusions to his opponent’s arguments, 
gravely asserted that, although there had been pre-

Christian hospitals, they were not for indoor patients, and 
that, at any rate, an unnamed “ infidel ” writer had admitted 
that the earliest mention of a hospital was to be found in 
the leper-houses spoken of in the Old Testament. ThuSj it 
seemed that hospitals arose under the religion out of which 
Christianity emerged. The fact that Christianity could 
constrain a man to leave all for its sake struck him as a 
manifestation of its power. Why, he even admired 
Secularists who had gone to prison for conscience sake ! 
When Mr. Foote went to prison had he not to forsake his 
wife and kindred 1 (Shouts of ironical laughter.) I t  was 
not true that the New Testament begat persecution. The 
shaking of the dust from off the feet was merely a symbolical 
act, and all the threats of vengeance referred to the end of 
the world. The fact is that the persecuting spirit is in 
human nature. When Jesus said that he came to bring not 
peace, but a sword, and that every household would be 
divided against itself, he meant no more than that the 
apparent apostacy of those who became Christians would 
give offence to the non-Christian members of the family ; 
just as when in a Christian family one of its members turns 
Secularist there is certain to be some friction and un
pleasantness.

Mr. Watts said he was quite satisfied with the concession 
that hospitals were pre-Christian ; the character of the 
institution was a mere detail. He gave the lie direct to the 
assertion that The Elements of Social Science ever received 
the official or unqualified recommendation of Messrs. 
Bradlaugh, Holyoake, and Foote ; and it was a wicked 
calumny to say that it represented the Secularist teaching 
on sexual questions. There were portions of the work of 
which he heartily approved ; but there were others that he 
categorically repudiated. It had been alleged that in its 
positive form the Golden Rule was the exclusive property of 
Christianity; but he would now produce three Christian 
authorities of the first rank—namely, Sir William Jones, 
Mr. George Matheson, and Mr. Grant—who concurred in 
avowing that the Golden Rule of Confucius was word for 
word the same as that attributed to Jesus of Nazareth, and 
that the ordinary negative form into which the Confucian 
aphorism is Englished is a mistranslation. I t was charged 
against Secularism that it had done nothing for education ; 
but what in its palmy days had Christianity done in the 
same regard 1 Absolutely nothing. And when the march 
of civilisation forced learning to leave the cloister and enter 
the university, and later the public school, the Church still 
insidiously or openly sought to taint and drug the springs 
of knowledge. They had heard it said that the Bible 
moralised society ; but that was not always so. Statistics 
which he now placed before them indicated that crime had 
actually  ̂risen in some cases pari passu with an increased 
circulation of the Bible, and in proportion to the number of 
churches. His opponent talked of science as if Christianity 
had a monopoly of it ; but, in truth, science was non- 
Christian, if not anti-Christian, as when it substituted a 
pathological theory for the Jesuine belief in demoniacal 
possession. It might be that the persecuting spirit did 
inhere in human nature; but that was not the point. 
Christianity stood condemned because, so far from eradi
cating or even controlling this spirit, it had, in the main, 
fomented and propagated it. Uniformity of belief was 
morally impossible, and yet Christianity insisted upon it in 
theory, and endeavored to force it in practice. Over and 
over again he had been mockingly called upon to produce 
the documentary standards of Secularism, and to point to 
its Bible. Secularists did not tie themselves down to any 
Bible-fetish; they gathered the treasures of wisdom ana 
goodness and beauty from all ages and all sources, adding 
fondly to their store from the Book of Nature as well as of 
life, and leaving blank pages to be inscribed by the wiser 
and greater generations that are to come.

On the fourth night the proceedings came to little more 
than a rehash of what had gone before. Dr. J amieson 
again clamored for the production of the Secularist Bible. 
Mr. Watts’s silly hypercriticism, that Jesus encouraged im
providence when he said “ Take no thought for the morrow,” 
sprang from a misconception, from which he might have 
been saved by consulting Nuttall's Dictionary, where one of 
the meanings of the word “ thought ” was given as “ not to be 
anxious.” Mr. Watts denounced predestination as an abom
inable doctrine, but that it had the reverse of a demoralising 
influence on its votaries appeared from the fact that three 
of the world’s greatest benefactors—Knox, Howard, and 
Spurgeon—were uncompromising Predestinarians. Let his 
opponent give three names of unbelievers to match them. 
Galileo—a Christian, by the way—was molested more by his 
fellow philosophers than by the Church, since the former 
hounded on the theologians against him. Christ had been 
described to them as a bitter persecutor. What a monstrous 
aspersion on the character of him who bade Peter put up 
his sword, and exclaimed upon the cross, “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do ”! Freethinkers far 
more distinguished than Mr. Watts had expressed the 
warmest admiration for the person and teaching of Jesus 
of Nazareth. Dr. Jamieson then read a series of well- 
known tributes to Christ from Rousseau, Paine, etc.
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Mr. Watts, in response to the challenge that he should 
name three Freethinkers whose benefactions could compare 
with those of Knox, Howard, and Spurgeon, went over a 
long list of British and American Freethinking testators to 
various benevolent objects, beginning with Girard, Smithson, 
and Lick. He did so under protest, for this process of 
counting heads and weighing purses was childish in the 
extreme. Benevolence was not the exclusive property of 
any sect, but an universal human instinct. The personality 
of Christ was depicted under two aspects in the New Testa
ment—the gentle and the severe. The first was naturally 
the choice of the sentimentalist; but they could not reason
ably take the one and leave the other. Both aspects were 
correlated to the same subject. As for the tributes of 
sceptics to Christ, the homage was paid not to the god, but 
to the man Christ Jesus ; and on these terms Dr. Jamieson 
was welcome to them. He (the speaker) was not alone in 
thinking of the Jesus of the Gospels as a vindictive dogma
tist ; the Rev. Charles Yoysey also thought so—seeking to 
explain the rancorous language and insensate conduct of 
Jesus by the hypothesis that latterly he became insane : and 
M. Renan also animadverts on the unlovely side or the 
character of his hero.

Of the many whimsical or surprising assertions made by 
Dr. J am ieson , towards the close of the debate, it will suffice 
to select the following : Benevolence is a distinctively 
Christian virtue, since non-Christian races generally are 
addicted to every form of cruelty. It is quite true that 
Christ could be stern as well as mild and loving, for it 
behoves every good man to be austere towards vice, not less 
than to be gracious towards suffering virtue or the repentant 
sinner. If Secularists lead the van of Progress, where are 
their representatives in science, etc. 1 Here was a galaxy of 
illustrious names in natural science, literature, art, etc. Where 
were the Secularists to set against them 1 Speaking of the 
practice of charity, while Christians had charities innumer
able, Secularism had not a solitary one. A few years ago 
the total contribution of the Secularists of London to the 
Metropolitan Hospital Fund reached the magnificent sum 
of 30s. Christians went into the slums to carry succor to 
the needy, the sick, and the dying. Could Secularists point 
to their missions of comfort and mercy 1 Tennant in his 
work on Ceylon, and Darwin in The Voyage of the Beagle, 
acknowledged the marvellous change wrought by Christian 
missions in the minds and morals of races whose improve
ment had been despaired of by the most competent anthro
pologists. Finally, if Secularism satisfied all the needs of 
mankind, how came it that in the hour of death Christianity 
could often administer consolation, when Secularism was 
dumb and impotent 1 Joseph Barker had described a death
bed scene at which this helplessness was vividly impressed 
upon him, and “ Saladin” had made a similarly abject con
fession.

Having dealt with most of these statements and exposed 
their inaccuracy, Mr. Watts, in his final speech, summed up 
and gave his impressions of the debate. Strictly speaking, 
as it required two to make a debate, there had not been any 
real encounter at all. His opponent had spent most of his 
time in picking up the filth collected by scoundrels with 
which to bespatter Secularism, and if ever a man was 
disgusted with this mode of controversy, he (Mr. Watts) 
was that man. Indeed, he felt obliged to stigmatise the 
debate as nothing short of a fraud upon the public. Not 
one of the theses which he advanced had been so much as 
touched. If this was the entire result of twelve months’ 
preparation on the part of a man who did not believe in 
taking anxious thought for the morrow, it was evident his 
course of study would require to be indefinitely extended. 
In conclusion, Mr. Watts mad a rapid survey of the whole 
field of the debate to show that all his positions remained 
unshaken, briefly recounted the services of »Secularism to the 
freedom of the press and of speech, and, in a brilliant per
oration, adjured his hearers to cleave to the truth, to be 
just and fear no t; since, God or no God, heaven or no 
heaven, the consciousness of duty well done, and the 
assurance that the world had been bettered, even in an 
infinitesimal degree, by our presence in it, was the highest 
satisfaction which we could attain.

The perusal of the preceding report will give a better 
idea of the character of the debate than any systematic 
appraisement could convey. Mr. Watts exhibited character
istic amenity of temper, handled his material skilfully, and 
exercised all that alertness of apprehension and swiftness 
and directness of execution which great natural aptitude 
for polemic and long practice alone confer. We are sorry 
wo cannot congratulate Dr. Jamieson upon any refinement, 
either in method or manner, since his first meeting with 
Mr. Watts a year ago. Probably his infirmity of temper is 
incurable, but he might, at least, have made some effort to 
rise above the combined bluster and chicane of an Old 
Bailey lawyer, united to the gentle art of the “ baser sort ” 
of sewage-vending Christian Evidence emissary. Although 
the debate as such must be described as a miscarriage, there 
is room for hope that Mr. Watts’s well-digested and forcible 
exposition of the case for Secularism may not prove 
altogether unfruitful. J. P. Gilmoue.

A BIBLICAL BALLAD.

It w uz  in the land uv »Shinar thet this happened 
Whan the water thet hed drowned the world n 

like the snow mer <W*
Thet thaws upon the mountain side whan wa 

come round,
f.Vio ■va.lloir wif.V» n. T»^'nnli'n,. lflURDD1 ~

wf &

cojub rounu,
An trickles to the valley with a ripplin’, laughin’ sou» 

I t wuz then the sons uv Noah journey’d westward
o u n ,

An’ ht upon a valley, whar they thought a rest they’d'''®^ 
1 or they d done a bit uv trampin’, an’ their wives w»r %
, crossi -tcb

»So they reckoned they’d just stop an’ hev a game at P1 
an toss.

Whan they’d done a bit uv loafin’, an’ as things war Pett 
slow.

One feller casually remarked thet Jahveh played it 1 ° * ^  
v\ nan he soused the blessed world wi’ a ruther 

shower, ,.
An’ he moved thet they in self-defence should start an 

a tower.
T1|e.y called a gen’ral meetin’, an’ they gave the crowd tbe

But e.s this story's gospel ye hed better understafl u'
Thet thar wuz jest one language to express the tn

man. ,. fairly
Wall! they started on their contract, an’ were doiDo

wel1 vied *>’ tbTill the Lord one day went walkin’, an’ wuz ticK1
smell . v. arou?\

Uv the bricks thet they war firin’; so he hed a loo ^ [at In 
At what the crowd wuz doin’, an’ wuz skeered at» 

found.
ulllC

“ This kinder thing won’t do,” he said, “ fer if  ̂
through , woD

They’ll get too high an’ mighty ; no, this kinder tt
do 1” from d^SFer he wuz a trifle jealous uv the men he’d. made p . ^ w11 

An’ reckoned ef they built thet tower his bossin J 
bust. .

atebed i»s
Ho squatted down upon a rock, an’ slowly scr‘

wool ,UD'd«r
While thinkin’ how to stop their game, an bring w

rule. , n . 1tf
He did a lot uv scratching but he figured out .ai i d  uv 
Ho made them chin in different tongues instead 

one.
bau1

This kinder played the devil wi’ the job they bed 0'* n<J; 
Fer every feller chucked it up, an’ bust the blessed g ¡jeD 
And it’s this way thet they ’count fer all the langu‘ n 

speak— ... , n reek-
Fer Roosian, French, an’ Turkish, fer Fijian and w
But it looks a tritto limpy to my unbelievin’ eyes,
An’ ef I wuz to tell the truth, I’d call it whoppin 11 ‘

id)

Tue GABEBtf*

MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.
ill?. lector1

Me . Cuaeles Watts has made the following 
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam

Juno 2, N.»S.S. Conference; 9,Glasgow ; 10 and 1 *ùo3ter’ 
deen ; 13 and 14, Dundee; 16, Edinburgh ; 23, Man 
24, Derby ; 30, Sheffield. jj,

July C, Chester-le-Street ; 7, Newcastle-on-Tyn0 ’
Bristol; 16 and 17, Plymouth ; 21, Birmingham.

August 11, Failsworth. (¡bet®*
Mr. Putnam will return to New York on Sept, 

fore friends who have not engaged him should c0 ^  tb1' 
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any 
above towns requiring week-night lectures should. ‘ -ct 0» 
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their dm 
the Sunday.

This Decoration Day (May 30) a party of Am,pjiv> 
Freethinkers have an excursion to the m onum ent ot ^m  
Paine at New Rochelle, where they will orate and d 
the monument.
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MURDER IN A CHURCH.

’.««dors have recently been committed ^  lured 
eburch, the victims being girls who ..... ,edifice,— ournce, assaulted, and killeS. a "day-school super 

’«rant, the librarian and assistant Bun ¿ndersuspicion-i^ndent, is under arrest, and the pastor officious m
I 1;.'; ministers of San Francisco have t tQ close the side 
bating for the passage of an ordi and now t  -

®r family entrances to tlie sal ^  They have laid
, J»n keepers are getting back at ^  they set f.olt 
loro the supervisors a petition, in committed _ m
“at, in view of the heinous crimes ] ^  attention of

r rch of that city, it  is high tone,to caUtn occupia  as 
. ' authorities to the use to which {, While there 
lurches are put, and to suggest a remeay^^ ^  murders 

, ' many such edifices in which no Baf«tv the«0 known to occur, vet for the crererel nro-uioners . . .  yet. for tho s to ®  Y

v Clty and county, and forbiddmg tpat  no person 
ljuuvte rooms> bedrooms, or bed-loung y > tpe buildings, 
MkW l authorised sexton shall have a Y ^  immediate " l th.at he shall be a t all times under tn  q 
^ vision of the police ; th a t no ĉ ° h  * ers ; th a t no 
li,;n°ut the consent of adjacent Pr?P® ^  pas not a good 
'nor T' ? lah  he granted to any m inist a t ieast twelve
, .«al character, and th a t the signatures ot ^  application 

'n\ and taxpayers shall be attach , t he church
hUR-®u°h licence. In  th is way, i t  1 Jj* s^ch  time as a 
'luicWSS he brought under co^tro ^  i t  altogether.

Public conscience shall a Qt  conceived in
tnaliie l̂i,l0Tlers add th a t their memon , purpose of
w .^ ’.hu t with the honorable an prevent the
t o t in g  the lives of young girls, and^t ̂ ^  Qr houses
t,{ ? ? 8  of church edifices into shamble , pray. ,,

f^gnation. And the petitioners w ill eve .P ^ i are weU 
^ soberly-written document, 1 tpe supervisors

t t f d ,  and i t  was gravely argued b e i o r e i t  got  
hl,n ip tv0rno7  for the signers. The p  o®P ched the public 
t C T  hoa™ was to  be foreseen, bu done the work it
Va,s the newspapers, and has ther irony the slap-
Fj.sl’̂ imded to do. I t  travesties w it lo t 0f reformers
H o t , 1w-miss, dragnet methods of a b g h  clear light¡U not been able to  view themselves m
_n11 S,*1 they stand before others.y rwt/iseefcer ” {New York). George Macdonald.

GOD’S DAY v. MAN’S DAY.

Dreary and dull the morning breaks ;
And why, we pertinently ask ?

Why comes this day in sombre guise,
Whereon in gladness we should bask ?

Traffic is o’er, the streets are void 
Of careless throngs on pleasure bent;

And in their stead, en route to church,
In stiff puritanism pent,

A motley crowd of sober souls 
Plod steadily with ne’er a smile :

For mirth perchance is sinful, and 
May be but Satan’s deadly wile

To draw our thoughts to earthly things : 
Instead of harps and viols above,

We may be led to much prefer 
The joys and sweets of human love.

The great Museum’s door is closed ;
On this day none can enter in :

Church and hotel together vie,
Dispensing sanctity and gin.

Now rouse, ye men ! and protest make ;
Let not your leisure thus be lost.

This day was set apart for you :
Take ye it then, nor count the cost.

Go, seek fair Nature on this day;
There, far from priestly sophistry,

Fraternise with all other life 
Beneath the azure canopy.

Return ye, then, to town again,
Body and mind rejuvenated ;

Welcome the advent of that morn 
Which formerly ye almost hated.

T iior.

CORRESPONDENCE.

BABYLON a n d  pr o ph e c y .
M ,̂ ’Mge St* "
’he n »e Wa^8™ Work 011 The LiVllt ° f  Pr°Phecy> written L Donhe,.; a Christian, there are some observations on
] | (C;‘U ta T ? l e S c o r i n ^ : - - - ’ T»-1— 1 —  > • 1 '  • '

>1
concerning Babylon, whicli are of interest 

FWa ; n rh? strange personally visited the site of Babylon. 
v rit 'k:remi-,i!e isolation of Babylon, as foretold by Isaiah 

-a: “t l ’ , as not yet been accomplished.” It is
CnjfiS cruel ? burden of Babylon.......... Behold, the day
Mnu^^olaux/T a with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
Ck5e, aK„;° (baiah xiii. 1-9). “ The word that the Lord
AFHea.L.nst Babm™ —V - - - - -  J -£ ‘l -.1 1) 1 «-AU, A J . AUC tuau UILKj JJW1 14

/Yarns bv T J!aoyhjn and against the land of the 
r- y Jeremiah the prophet.” “ T* 11 — — -

s ? - *
I t  shall no more he

tL lo Kenl»6-/ neither sliall it be dwelt in from genera 
rrah andatfLn'” “ As God overthrew Sodom and ’ ?o shaij^^no neighboring cities thereof, saith thetflqjS" - OAA,

'!'• „.‘’well fk„° innn ahide there, neither shall any son of 
K f c ? ,  a dr /Jeremiah 1. 1-14). “ Her cities are a 

” (.Tf.w„rX /and, and a wilderness where no man e
uv eth”Vf* ury
!:)l|r.„Jrile .seve«flab H. 43). Babylon is at present inhabited 
Wif- nllai, -̂. ‘‘onsands of people, dwelling in a town 

''V(.„0 are al’So /aate<l on a part of the very site of Babylon.
some villages.’ ’ Neither has Babylon teen tl.p'is pr hke Sodom and Gomorrah.

U ;re’’ ft • esied : “ Neither shall the A r a b ia n  pitch tent
b  -laJ^nth xiii. 20) but they do. Again : “ Behold 
f j  c°hteth, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to 
?  f  a S ^ h lX ; and he Shall destroy the -nners out 

L \  aia-b xiii 91 This has not yet been done, lucr.

Son .
y }»Jn dotations ” (Jeremiah li- 2(5) ’ but tluS h‘lS y

li.’t. S’>conti./ar’ .tko new organ of the Swedish Free- 
*̂>1- R alSoU?s IIs illustrations from the French Comic 

1 ahd 0j y  ,as. given portraits and biographies of 
v °Itaire in its recent issues.

NEWSAGENTS AND THE F R E E TH IN K E R .
TO THE EDITOR OP “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Permit me to say a word in apology for the much- 
bullied newsagent. I agree that “ it is annoying, and often 
disgusting, to see how certain newsagents try and damn the 
circulation of the Freethinker," when such is the case. But 
is all the blame due to the newsagents? Do Freethinkers 
do their duty ? Do they, as a rule, make it a point to deal 
with a newsagent, who supplies them with the Freethinker, 
for other literature than Freetliought ? I have a personal 
friend who has been established thirty years, and for over 
twenty years he has made it a point to expose contents bills 
of Freethought journals, and always has exposed the 
pamphlet literature. Yet during the whole of that time 
there has not been a dozen Freethinkers who have taken the 
slightest trouble to go to him for morning, evening, or 
weekly papers or serials. And, while Freethinkers will thus 
starve those who sacrifice themselves to serve them, they 
must not be surprised if newsagents, whose only desire is to 
do business, refuse to do that which will result in absolute 
ruin.

Often have I seen the advice in your columns for Free
thinkers to get their newsagents to take an additional copy 
and expose it in their window, engaging to pay for it if not 
sold. But this very act will probably lose them six or more 
customers, so you see the inducement is not good enough.— 
Yours truly, J. F. H aines.

Obituary.
By the death of Professor Karl Vogt, Switzerland and 

Germany have lost one of the foremost Freethinking 
scientists. Karl Vogt was born at Giessen in 1817, and 
came into notice as a collaborator of Agassiz. In 1848 lie was 
elected as Radical deputy, but was afterwards deprived of 
his chair at the university of his native town ; and in 1852 
was appointed Professor of Natural History at Geneva. His 
bold Lectures on Man made a sensation by their endorsement 
of Darwinism and their attacks on theology, which had a 
further thrust in his work on Blind Faith and Science. He 
also wrote Investigations into Animal Communities, A Manual 
of Geology, and several biological works.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
H all of Science (142 Old-street, E .O.): 7, musical selections ; 7.30, 

Harry Snell, “ Christ and Socialism.”
Battersea Secular H all (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.30, 

social gathering for N.S.S. members and friends. Tuesday, at 9, dance.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 

Stanley Jones, “ The Origin of the Bible.”
I slington (19 Alwyne-road, Canonbury) : 3, quarterly meeting.
West London Ethical Sooiett (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.16, 

Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ Milton and Liberty.”
West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane) : 7, 

W. H. Smith, “ Land and Ocean : Are they Morally Governed ?”

Open-Air  P ropaganda.
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Our Home Above.” 
Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, Arthur B. Moss, “ The Bible and 

Evolution.”
Clerkenwell Gr e e n : 11.30, C. James, “ God at the Bar of 

Humanity.”
Deptford Broadway: 6.30, O. James, “ The Brain or the Bible?” 

Thursday, at 8, C. James, “ By their Fruits ye shall Know Them.”
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, W. J. Ramsey, “ Our Gospels.” 
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.16, T. Thurlow, “ Jesus ». 

Home”; 3.15, St. John, “ Miracles.”
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, S. E. Easton, “ Is the. 

Bible Man’s Highest Guide to Morality?” Thursday, at 8, St. John will 
lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, S. E.Easton, “ Is the Bible 
Man’s Highest Guide to Morality?” 3, “ Prayer.” Wednesday, at 8, 
S. E. Easton, “ Christ’s Teachings.”

I slington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, H. Courtney, 
“ If Christ Came to London ?”

Kilburn (High-road) : 7, F. Haslam, “ The Exodus from Egypt.” 
Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, Stanley 

Jones, “ The Origin of the Bible.”
Lambeth (Kennington Park): 3.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Soul and 

Science.” •
Mile End Waste : 11.30, St. John, “ Christianity and Progress.”
Old Pimlico P ier  : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Mohammed and his Koran.” 
Regent’s P ark (near Gloucester G ate): 3, a lecture.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, Mr. Spiller will lecture; 

3.15. W. H.Viuing, “ The Great French Revolution ”—part iii.
Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, a lecture ; 7, a lecture. 

Thursday, at 8, C. Cohen will lecture.
COUNTRY.

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ; 
7, L. Small, B.Sc., “ The Antiquity of Man.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
7, entertainment.

Open-Air  P ropaganda.
Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside) : 11, Hall Nicholson will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
Stanley J ones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.— June 2, 

m. Kingsland ; 9, m. Pimlico, e. Camberwell; 13, Wood Green; 16, m. 
Wood Green, e. Edmonton; 20, Hammersmith; 23, m. Victoria Park; 
26, Hyde Park; 30, m. Battersea, a. Victoria Park, e. Deptford.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—June 2, 
Camberwell; 9, m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park, e. Tottenham; 16, m. 
Mile End; 23, m. Wood Green, e. Tottenham; 30, Clerkenwell, a. 
Finsbury Park.

T. T hurlow , 350 Old Ford-road, E.—June 2, m. Finsbury Park ; 9i 
m.Kingsland; 23, Chatham. July 17, m. Kingsland.

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 
Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; r f ir in g  or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d .; extraction, 
I s .; painless by gas, 5s.

TO FREETHINKERS. —Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

Price Twopence,

Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible.
By J. M. WHEELER.

A Demonstration of the Biblical Doctrine of Devils, suitable 
for circulation among Christians.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Read “ THE TRUTH SE E K E R .”
Monthly, Price Id.

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. W holesale, Mr. Forder.

Works by G. W . Foote.
First Series. 221 pp., bound » cloth

bournÌ  iD
Flowers of Freethought.

2s. 6d.
Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp. i 

cloth, 2s. 6d.
Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is. A»
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old j jo- 

exhaustive answer to tha R ight Hon. W. E. Gladsto j9 gd, 
pregnable Rock of H oly Scripture.” Is.; bound in clo >„

Christianity and Secularism. Four N ights’ Pub% ti0ii, in 
w ith the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior c 
cloth, Is. 6d. . . ¿nni®

Is Socialism Sound ? Four N igh ts’ Public Debate wi 
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s. ^  0®

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is. plain1’ 
Will Christ Save Us ? A Thorough_Examination of gf.

Jutf
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the 

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d. hfl
A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address w> j o0t- 

before Lord Coleridge. W ith a Special Preface and m- 
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d. pei of
My Resurrection. A  M issing Chapter from the T 

Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d. od-
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar- ^ eot3l 
Was Jesus Insane? A  Searching Inquiry into t 0 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id. of.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. G la d sto n e-^  ^  
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop - 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England-

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi.
The Dying Atheist. A  Story, id . ,  ,
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atbei

in Five Chapters. Id. ^
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism,
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs.
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madam®

Rep1iS

Id-
Ve

oi

;ttep2d.
Bible Romances. N ew  Edition. R evised and largely10 (3) t ‘l1. 

(1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple> i  o abet .„<* 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower'Ot ,,rander1‘.-i 
(6) Lot’s W ife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8) The V u l  
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a 
Jonah and the W hale, Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; ( prUcifi!il 
Mother, 2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The 
Id.; (16) John’s Nightm are, Id. -  -"’c °

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and  S tatistic»
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for 
and what tho People do for Royalty. 2d.

London : Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, ®

cd***
peep'8

Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s-> V

T h e  B ible H a n d b o o k ^
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRlS

,jiS'

G. W. FOOTE a n d  W. P. BALL-

Sold also in separate parts as follows :

1. —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions »re P
parallel columns. 4d. ^

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurd^ged» \  *
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each 
sentence. 4d. .11XT ck ugr

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly^
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a ' j
line for easy reference. 4d. . JJfO'

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, ObscenitieS’
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d. *
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street)
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ALLINSON FOR H EALTH.
Co n s u l t a t i o n s —jo a.m. to /  p.m ., ios. 6d.; 

wp v p.m. to Sp .m ., ps. Patients Visited.
Contains Arf A S SA Y S. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
.°Wco( ThrN?- ^lanagement of Infancy, H ealth, Longevity, The Teeth, 

f S  Bil>ousne«n i-k Quest>on. A lso the Cause and Cure o f  D isease, Constipa- 
Tn, ,, Chest rv’ , 2.ema» Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 

2e Itch, etc. mP*aints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

essa y s . Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.XIEDiCAL
for ^  its MnnotJ1 Healing Power of N ature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
Co„J?e Thin, for Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want o f Energy, etc. Advice
TUnf h’ Ringworm tx toui  i Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 

Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, U lcerated Legs,
_— oioui ; öiipi

Turnout Klngworm> Hypochondria,

MEDICAL e ssa y s ,Contain» * — —.»j u
-ontains Articles on N o  iviore u e a  
^ sPected Domestic Poisons, H ow  to  ̂
Jundred Years, to  -----------  ^{utrartL-

Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d,
N o More D eath, M anagement of Young Children, Un- 

- *cars t }tsons, H ow  to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
VawaCt*Ve- On t L r -  *mProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
\Vim°Se Veins R m '"'aus® and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness 
Ma* Coujrh’ p v i i , a.ud- Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, H ay Fever, 

CUry. » '-nublams, Epilepsy, and on the D iseases Produced by Taking

f c ’iins A SSA Y S. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
p l k as Food e t}10nmHardenin^, ^Vork and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
othf»?nIn >̂ Tonirc '6 Ai o inato> Poultices, Quinine, A gainst the Knife, Arsenical 
ljc f i e l e s .  AÍ A&amst Stimulants in D isease, about Swallowing Pins and 
Her^ ^ ck en -p 0y S0Q Ure.0/  Sunstroke, D og Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
en2a e .(Tetter nr < ^ nov^is or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 

• Sciatica .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 
• ^ÍÍIDTO A t  rÍñSls or. E nglish  Leprosy, etc.

tv n̂ ins Articl essa y s . Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
T o ^ d ,  Tra^nlno'0IT>î ure Water, The Mouth, Its U se and Abuse ; R ules for 
Tootif1 * Gum r  -i Letting, N ose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing
« N S * * .  Sori mL S 01* ¡n the ”  • ~  ”

Fits
0unds, Hurus Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting,"he piVe y Calds> Bruises, etc.

D^VGlE^Tp ° Umes> strongly and neatly bounds price 6s. 9d., post free.
M e d i c i n e  . For Postal Order for is . id .—An E ye Opener to

»*■’ *u cne H ead, a Red N ose, Flushing and Blushing,
’’ V itus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed E yes and

ITS C A U SE A N D  C U R E . Post free for 7d.
■ ST I O N . Post free for 7(1. 

n ITS N A T U R A L  C U R E . Post free 7d.
oo4s! bound in One Vol., post fret, 9s. 6d. Send Postaf Order.

A I!(X)JKPvAId>HLETS BOR Y O U N G  M E N . For Postal Order for is . id . Ml C0Jn̂ M A R R IE D  W O M E N . For Postal Order for is . 2d.
Mcations to be addressed to—

u DR. T. R. ALLINSON, 
mstH>lace, Manchester-square, London, W.T0HE BEST

t RUf . Neo-malthusianism is
PRa? P RALITY. or THE UACTICF nrr *

BOOK
1%

r a g e  J %  J.
I With

r

I BELIEVE,
, ___  THEORY AND

■CE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S. 

portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 
Price Is., post free.

bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
p8NNyi ''f>Srte of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 1Î2 pages 

’ n,>3t free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.

-altV“et °na  ̂^ f ° rmer °f 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’ 
feeliJ1Uaian theo 18 an afmost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
llajAS- . p jy  and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
ta ti^ ian  cans sPecaal value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
cee<i t *n bis « and to human well-being generally is just his combi
en V°r family p - . 0* a plain statement of the physical and moral 
lotyç ® 8e0ure(i Mutation with a plain account of the means by which it 

The ¿’°S8ihlè prie a » °®er to al* concerned °f fb® requisites at the
Thf ¿avc t*1? Malthusian League, Drr Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 

O tC  Ttade s„° 8?.okea of it in very high term s/
, or<fer« a h / i i ed by R. F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 
J 8h°uld be sent to the author.

Ho l m e s , HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

• J - Rendell’s “ Wife’s FriendÄ ^ e d
IJ

by Mrs. Besant in Law o f Population, p.
51. Made solely by J. P ullen, 15

32, and Dr.
" & ^ & ^ n d b o 7 k ,  ».

6s)- For nerkenwe ll ; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 
Particulars send stamped envelope.

^  of 1 M P o R T A N T  C A U T I O N
hL/'.),rda “ p / / 83 Ruitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 

s‘bly int, ^ de" & Co. ” and “ J. W. Rendall ” being speciously and 
Look UCe<̂  to deceive the public.

K Foil AuTOSEArn Rec.isterf.u Trade Mark

ty , butt1 
* J

6 t v ___ No. 182,688.
s i,0>r EACa BOX, WITHOUT WHICH NONE ARE GENUINE. 
Lr^rpn?,e> with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. Gd., 4s. Gd., 

T “ Quiñi 3 B°wder, Is- 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
’ d .R p vjr. lne Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

®DL, i s  ChadweII-st., Clerkenwell, E,C.

¡Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.
London : R. F’order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W orks b y  Colonel R. G. In gerso ll.

S ome M ista k e s  of M oses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. Gd.

D efen c e  of F r eeth o u g h t . 
A Five Honrs’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T he  G o d s . 6d.
R e pl y  to G la dsto n e . With

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or R ea so n  1 A  Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

Cr im es  a g a in st  Cr im in a l s .
3d.

O r atio n  on  W a lt  W h it m a n . 
3d.

O r a tio n  on V olta ire . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  L inc o ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n eer . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D ebt  to T homas 

P a i n e . 2d.
E r n est  R e n a n  a n d  J e s u s  

C h r i s t . 2d.
T r u e  R elig io n . 2d.
T h e  T hr ee  P h il a n t h r o pist s . 

2d.
L ove th e  R ed eem er . 2d.
I s  S u ic id e  a  S i n ? 2d.
L a st  Words on  S u ic id e . 2d.

G od a n d  th e  S ta te . 2d. 
W h y  am  I  a n  A gnostic  1 

Part I. 2d.
W h y  am  I  a n  A gnostic  1 

Part II. 2d.
F a it h  a n d  F act . Reply to 

Dr. Field. 2d.
G od a n d  M a n . Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T h e  D y in g  Cr e e d . 2d.
T h e  L im its of T oler a tio n .

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 
2d.

T h e  H ousehold  of F a it h . 
2d.

A rt  a n d  M o r ality . 2d.
Do I  B l a s p h e m e ? 2d.
T h e  Clergy  a n d  Common 

Sense. 2d.
S ocial S a lva tio n . 2d. 
M a r r iag e  a n d  D ivorce. An 

^.gnostic’s View. 2d.
S k u l l s . 2d.
Th e  G r eat  M ist a k e . Id. 
L iv e  T opics. Id.
M y th  a n d  M iracle . Id. 
Rea l  B la sph em y . Id. 
R e p a ir in g  th e  I dols. Id . 
Ch r ist  a n d  M ira c les . Id. 
Cr eeds  & S p ir it u a l it y . Id .

London : E. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is., post free,SATIRES AND PROFANITIES
BY

JAMES THOMSON (B.Y.)
(  Author of “ The City o f Dreadful Night ”).

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son, 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in the Rocky 
Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Commission of 
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The One Thing 
Needful.

“ It cannot be neglected by any who are interested in one of the most 
pathetic personages of our time.”—Academy.

“ As clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World.
“ Well worth preserving.”— Weekly Dispatch.
“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift.”— Oldham Chronicle.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 4d ., by post 5d .,

WAS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
REFORMER?

B y  CHARLES WATTS
( Vice-President o f the National Secular Society).

London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

T H O M A S P A IN E ’S  W O R K S.
The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G. W.

Foote. Is.
Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.
Complete Theological Works. (Including the Age of

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.
The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political

Biography by J. M. Wheeler. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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DON’T MISS THIS.
SOME GREAT

BARGAINS
Lot 1.—1 Tweed Suit Length, 1 Tweed Dress Length, 1 Lady’s Umbrella, 1 Gent’s Umbrella 
Lot 2.'—4 Trouser Lengths, 2 Tweed and 2 Worsted
Lot 3.—1 Black Cashmere Dress Length, 1 Navy Serge Dress Length, 3 Blouses 
Lot 4.—3 Scotch Tweed Dress Lengths ... ... • ..;
Lot 5.—1 Serge Suit Length, 1 Serge Dress Length, 1 Blouse, 1 Umbrella
Lot 6.—30 yards of Remnants (double width) for Children’s Dresses ...
Lot 7.—15 Fashionable Blouses [you can sell these among your friends for 40s.]
Lot 8.—1 Dress Length, 1 Under-Skirt, 1 Umbrella, 1 Blouse, 1 Mackintosh, 12 yards of Flannelette 
Lot 9.—1 Dark-Brown Bear Victoria-shaped Fur ...
Lot 10.—50 yards of Flannelette (fine quality)
Lot 11.—1 pair of Blankets, 1 pair of sheets, 1 Quilt, 1 Table Cloth ...
Lot 12.—2 Dress Lengths and 2 Trouser Lengths ...
Lot 13.—20 yards of Cotton Shirting, 10 yards of Flannel, 10 yards of Flannelette 
Lot 14.—1 West of England Suit Length ...
Lot 15.— 6 Sailor Suits (to fit boys up to 7 years of age)
Lot 16.—3 pairs of Trousers (made to measure)
Lot 17.—1 Good Melton Overcoat Length and 1 Suit Length...
Lot 18.—3 Real Scotch Tweed Trouser Lengths (all-wool)
Lot 19.—1 Gentleman’s Scarboro’-shaped Mackintosh
Lot 20.— 1 parcel of odd lots, including Suit Length, Dress Length, Blouses, Umbrellas, Aprons, Braces, Belts, etc

for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s- 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 20s. 
for 2Os- 
for 20s. 
for 20s- 
for 20s. 
for 20s.
for 20s.

Is. m ust be added for carriage. We cannot send Patterns.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.
3d. E3T- NOW R E A D Y  64pp.

THE

HALL OF SCIENCE 
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A

FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

“ T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”
E dited, w ith  I ntroduction,

IÌY

G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready, 12 large page?, Id., by post ljd.,
THE JUNE NUMBER 

OP

T H E  L I T E R A R Y  G U I D E ,
Containing a lengthy “  Literary C hat” with  

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Just issued, 16 pp., price Id., by post lid .,

Shall T hought be F ettered  in E n glan d ?
SHOWING THE DISABILITIES UNDER WHICH FREE

THINKERS AND SECULARISTS SUFFER.
B y E. G. TAYLOR.

Abridged, by permission, from  an article in the “ Westminster Review,” 
February, 1805.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.O.

Freethought Headquarters
BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

In ordor to provide Suitablo Headquarters for the Secula jer, 
in London, which shall also bo a worthy Memorial of its late 
Charles B radlaugh , tho

NATIO NAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (L im ited )

has been formed under tho Friendly Society’s Acts. Of this » cry 
M r . G. W . F oote, President o f the N .S.S ., is Chairman , anq g g 
one of the Directors is, and m ust be, also a member of the -N • J^r 

This can only bo done by the assistance of the whole °  £l 
Party, who aro hereby appealed to earnestly. The shares gj. 
each, payable in easy instalm ents of 2s. 6d. on application, ," 
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two months 
m ust be given.

FORM OF A P P L IC A T IO N .
Gentlem en ,—

Please allot mo........... Shares in the “ National Scc 1
H all Society, Lim ited,” on account of which allotm ent I here' ^
hand you the sum of........... pounds............ shillings, being a <lc*'^y
of............pounds............shillings per share thereon. And I *'er
agree that, if adm itted a Shareholder in the above-named 0° ^
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its bye-laws as ,n i' 
from tim e to time in force.

Name (in full). 

Postal address ..

Occupation ( i f  any) .................................................. .

CUT THIS  OUT AND FILL IT IN,
and forward (with remittance) to the Secretary—

M  ISS E. M. VANCE,
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E. C.

Printed and Published by G. W. F oote, at 28 Stonecutter-atreet’ 
London, E.O.


