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OUR AMERICAN VISITOR.
În. S. p p ,

Union ' i  DTNAM, the President of the American Secular 
May '> e ‘°°ton the shores of Albion on Friday morning.
c°ttnt: was the dream of his life to visit this old

____ ‘“A l a n d  of Shake-““« y ; the land of his forefathers, ‘ tbe iand of
sPeare and Shelley, and of Scott and 1 |  cd t0 see
} homas paine and Charles Bradlaugh. H w;th the
?  Freethinkers of Britain, and to c l a s p ^ ^  ^  ^  
^.u Ire had read of, who were over there So 01?e
i a,*tic—lighting the great batt e pc js here in
ay he made up his mind to go, an< country that

^onderland. It is not the vastness of ̂ ¿ ° ousl/  small 
t!nS*es Ws enthusiasm; for our rsland is > a{ter
J  Americans, who say that we have to b e ja  ^  
h i?  i®st we should fall off it rnto ^ . colossal,
¡Jj Fere is London, and n re£di historic
‘ Pendous, overpowering. No, lfc p utnam; not only

4 « d t o  » - ' i . M  »lat is, hut what has been; the long L 
P W^t, and (let us hope) a mightier future. ^ rcgolved 
a  Fen I heard that Mr. Putnam "a Mr. Watts told 
tiio t? °  sF°rdd have a hearty we| c0™_workiiw “ Liberal ” 

hat he was a genial, earnest, ha - vjl0w myself 
tFey call Freethinkers in America , .. .tm -F°was 1

elei
_- - ' V

a nil that ho was - «as an able writer; and, beyou .gtg> Apart,
etefntCt\ Chief officer oi th° Am n7Cmv own heart, 1 wasbrJ  ,0re> from any promptings of y fellowship-

Mr p i ° ld out thc ri^ h de°‘‘g4  °f Berlin” She Wo- i 1 utnam came over on tne w j — - - due at R««*'-utid
did

^  UVW UII cue • wicy OI JJoriin. oue
° at Southampton some time on Friday morning,

id Z  skc might be in early in such fine weather, and we
With n llke the thought of his waiting on board the ship,
M’u t 10 one to greet him as she touched the shore, Mr
tv J Sn atid I ra°  down from London on the Thursday *r w“6  bo »< *. i •
tV. ‘
ha<< •
M.
<¡01

lyal?’ p. as to Fe in readiness at the moment of her 
: dock • iVas ioYely weather when we walked down to 
[e a ’ nd Ve rejoiced that our American visitor would 
■ n a - Production to our climate. When the 

BUtnarriV-ed we were soon on board, and I welcomed 
111 m the name of the Secularists of thisFry.

v !  t;icitnr,|IOtk*ng °f the legendary Yankee—long, thin, 
R, tstache, ]le ab.°ut Mr. Putnam. Were it not for his
doesp0sitiFitiv’elv° v ^ F t  Fe taken for a jolly little Irish priest, 

-Fttle i, ^FFles over with geniality. Of course hees over with geniality. Of course he
t^o'cssiVe '" y  guessing,” but his American accent is not 

nea,rs nf Ft is just enough to give spice to his speech in
i > k e? an Englishman.0 °

nevU° some^ow thought to be boastful. Why, 
W^d spec: or Understand. Perhaps I have met with 
of as |,' neus, hut I have always found them at least as 

Jllglislmipr, I remember the late Dr. 'Garrison,
unassuming lie was.

Englishmen, t  rememoer
no vva.».and how fine, manly, and „ umfishncss ”

V t f o 6 is really not thc slightest flavor of u ffectcd;
Putnam. He is sincere, open and u ^  & {ew

Waa thoroughly at homo wi

a merry trio as wo sped ¡dong l°  d °vmCrican 
K t K j j P  We chatted about English and ^  ^  
tVtnam w ?’ and 1 was surprised to ^  movement on
? i ^  Posted up in the historj o he caught

7  the Atlantic. Every now andthen,as ^  ^
, ,u idyllic landscape in the L America

R o^^eugh, he exclaimed, “ Thats hue.

was younger and more unkempt; here the hand of man 
had been at work for ever so many centuries, giving the 
land an air of orderliness and good breeding.

From Waterloo station we drove to Charing-Cross over 
Westminster-bridge, giving our American visitor a view of 
the Thames, St. Thomas’s Hospital, the Houses of Parlia­
ment, Westminster Abbey, and Trafalgar-square. After a 
good dinner—for all three of us were in excellent health 
and appetite—we parted; Mr. Putnam going home with 
Mr. Watts for a day or two, before taking up quarters at 
an hotel. The next day I saw Mr. Watts off to Glasgow, 
and took Mr. Putnam in charge until dusk. We visited 
the Zoological Gardens, which he much enjoyed; and he 
was much struck with Regent’s-park.

I was able to show our American visitor the front of 
Holloway Gaol, where I spent a year of my life in a brick 
vault. Naturally he was much interested in that establish­
ment. I was sorry I could not take him inside, and show 
him the apartment that was provided me, rent free, by 
generous Christians.

The Hall of Science was crowded on Sunday evening, 
when Mr. Putnam stood for the first time on an English 
platform, and heard for tho first time in his life a ringing 
English cheer. Several ladies were upon the platform, 
including Mrs. Foote and Mrs. Watts. Among tho more 
ungainly sex I noted Messrs. Wheeler, Forder, Parris, 
Moss, Samson, and Roger. Miss Vance and Miss Brown 
were busy, and alas ! perspiring, over their work in tho 
hall. I had given up my own Sunday to do our visitor 
honor, and through him the whole Secular party in 
America. My words as chairman were few. Mr. Putnam’s 
rising was the signal for an outburst of enthusiasm that 
fairly startled him, and for a few minutes he was a little 
nervous. But he soon warmed to his work, and carried 
the audience with him to the end of his lecture. Mr. 
Putnam’s style is what tho Americans most appreciate; 
easy, colloquial, and abounding in anecdotes, which aro 
always telling and illuminative. Ilis spring-chicken story 
fairly convulsed the house. Of course it was at the 
expense of a minister. Mr. Engstrom, one of the secre­
taries of the Christian Evidence Society, who was busy 
taking notes, could hardly have relished this sally.

Mr. Putnam resumed his seat amidst a tempest of 
applause. One gentleman asked a question and offered a 
little opposition, which was well answered. Then an 
irrepressible lady took an innings. What she said was 
mostly unintelligible. But two points were clear enough. 
First, she said she was not religious; afterwards, she said 
she was a Catholic. This was too rich for anything. The 
audience exploded, and lecturer and chairman joined in the 
merriment.

Colonol Ingersoll had sent Mr. Putnam a brief letter 
before tho latter left America. It was short and sharp; 
a kind of telegram from the front; for the Colonel 
is on a vory active lecturing tour, with little time for 
correspondence. Mr. Putnam read this letter, and it 
immensely delighted the audience. After a handsome 
compliment to the English Freethinkers, who were 
described as honest, brave, tenacious, lovers of truth and 
haters of cant and hypocrisy; the Colonel told Mr. 
Putnam to “ be a good boy,” to “ enjoy himself,” and to 
“ tell the truth and shame the clergy.” Mr. Putnam will 
read a longer letter from Colonel Ingersoll at the National 
Secular Society’s Conference.

Mr. Putnam was delighted with his reception, which, he 
says, far exceeded all his anticipations; and no doubt he



290 THE FREETHINKER. May

has sent a glowing report to the New York Truthseeker, for 
which he is to write descriptive articles during his stay in 
England.

Mr. Putnam will be made as happy as possible while he 
is in London. When he goes into the provinces, I have no 
doubt he will meet with similar treatment. It should be a 
point of honor to give him large meetings as well as a 
hearty welcome. Mr. Putnam is a soldier of Freethought. 
His life is dedicated to her service. He subsists on 
soldier’s wages—when there are any. We must see that 
he goes back to America with good reason to say that 
British Freethinkers are cordial, brotherly, and generous. 
And we want him to say all this, and as much more as his 
heart may prompt, to Colonel Ingersoll. We want him to 
tell the Colonel that the Freethinkers of this country are 
dying to see him, and that if he will only come he may be 
sure of a grand and loving reception.

G. W. FOOTE.

CRUELTY: HUMAN AND DIVINE.

Humanity is the measure of civilisation. If we wish to 
judge how far a nation or an epoch can be considered 
civilised, we should inquire its attitude with regard to 
women, to children, slaves, serfs, or underlings, to 
criminals, and to animals. We may adopt a similar
standard in judging men. I know no better test of
character than behavior to subordinates. “ Power will 
show the man,” said the early Greek sage, Bias, and the 
longer I live the more I see how few are fit to have power 
over their fellow beings. Professor F. W. Newman, a 
fervent Theist, confessed that his greatest difficulty was in 
God having created a being at once so powerful and so 
malignant as man.

Theologians ascribe cruelty to “ our fallen nature.” It 
would be more correct to say that it is an evidence of our 
brutish ancestry. And it is fearfully deep-seated. If any 
doubt this, let them watch the sports of boys, or read the 
reports of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children. General Hamley, an observant writer as well as 
a brilliant soldier, noticed the ferocity engendered by war, 
and the absolute thirst for blood and slaughter which, in 
the heat of battle, came over even cultured soldiers. He 
did not doubt the stories of Chengis Khan delighting in 
pyramids of skulls, ninety thousand of which he is said to 
have had piled together on the ruins of Bagdad. The 
records of war, of slavery, and of insatiable “ sport ” are 
woeful reading to the tender-hearted. Human history is a 
long, red record of blood and tears.

Man’s inhumanity to man must, on the Theistic 
hypothesis, be referred to his Maker. He has made him 
as he is. Nay, the cruelty of man is insignificant to that 
of his Creator. No tyrant would torture his enemy for 
ever. And human cruelty finds its defence in the 
remorseless cruelty which it sees everywhere in nature, 
from the tiger to the tapeworm.*

Herbert Spencer remarks: “ Throughout the animal 
kingdom high organisations habitually serve to aid 
destruction or to escape destruction.” The wasp has its 
sting, as man has his dynamite, his ironclads, and Krupp 
guns. What sign of benevolence can there be in one 
animal having been designed to eat another 1 Will you 
say that the pleasure of the one eater compensates the pain 
of the many eaten 1 What possible pleasure or profit can 
a deity derive from this world wide and incessant 
slaughter ? Darwin might well ask : “ Did He cause the 
frame and mental quality of the dog to vary that a breed 
might be formed of indomitablo ferocity, with jaws fitted 
to pin down the bull for man’s brutal sport 1” Professor
H. D. Garrison says: “ Every second of time records tho 
dying agonies of thousands of animals to whom life was, 
apparently, as sweet as it is to us. Indeed, this universal

 ̂* Sir John Lubbock, in bis Prt historic Time«, relates that 
E’honqui (a Now Zealander) evidently considered that tho 
whole analogy of nature was in favor of cannibalism. Ho was 
surprised at the horror of it folt by D’Urville. “ Big fish,” ho 
said, “ eat littlo fish ; insocts devour insects ; large birds food on 
small ones ; it is in accordance with the wholo analogy of nature 
that men should eat their enomios.”

butchery and murder seen on every hand throughout- 
animal kingdom is one of the chief hindrances to 
refinement of men. It is impossible to learn m e rc y  “ 
nature, and yet without mercy man is a brutal savag • 
As John Stuart Mill remarks : “ In sober truth, near7:n« 
the things which men are hanged or imprisoned for o |  
to one another are nature’s every-day performances, 
nature is ascribed to a deity, then is ho responsible j01 ^ 
recklessness and cruelty exhibited in his handiwork.  ̂
indeed, God is credited -with omnipotence, then 
slightest pang that is suffered by any animal is flSeS 
cruelty, since omnipotence could have achieved its purP 
otherwise. . $

The late Professor Romanes felt this difficulty, „ a #  
essay on “ The Influence of Science upon Religion, 
speaking of the agonies of a rabbit panting in th.e, flj 
jaws of a spring trap, he says : “ What are we to thin j 
a Being who, with yet higher faculties of thought  ̂  ̂
knowledge, and with an unlimited choice of roea ],gji- 
secure His ends, has contrived untold thousands of .¡a] 
isms no less diabolical ?” What instances of “ proving  ̂
design ” are the serrated jaws of tho shark, the talo  ̂  ̂
the tiger, and the fangs of the rattlesnake ? ' ji
Wallace, in his work on Darwinism, has sought to nu 
this objection by representing deaths, however _apP^
cruel, as usually sudden and unconscious. B it is J  

tsmaDlalways so 1 The abominable barbarity of the “ sport y 
who shoots birds and lets the wounded ones flutte ĵl 
to a lingering death, is paralleled by the wolf, 'v 
rend more sheep than he can possibly eat, and the ca 
having disabled the mouse, will delight in apPi“ ^  
giving it a chance of escape that it may once mo 
the pleasure of pouncing upon it. Even monke)b ^  
been noticed at the Zoological Gardens to sl)0r. cend 
spiders before swallowing them, allowing them to ( 
by a thread attached to their fingers, and then slIt 
jerking them back into their hands. l̂ s

Professor Henry Drummond, in his Ascent of 1 1 ’ ]e>: 
an even jauntier way of dealing with the long, rcl.n 
process of the struggle for existence, a struggle At of tbi 
the many are absolutely crushed out for the bench eSsi-has i r»cftfew. Because the unprotected infancy of man - .
tated the evolution of love for the preservation of t 
he calls the story of evolution “ a love story.” ,„0nsible

Belief in Evolution, coupled with Theism, is 
for one of the most immoral theorios ever put , iutio11’ 
the guise of a philosophy. Those who accept o' 
and at the same time seek to justify the ways 0 
man, say that the remorseless crushing out of p»'8 
made room for tho fit. The countless species t  ̂0tl'cI 
passed away since “ dragons in their prime tore ca ^¡r0 
in their slime,” all prepared the earth for man, th nljSerf 
all the ages and crown of creation. What of t ^  i " 
of the many when it results in the benefit of the

- ; _ ..................................-  ism and aJ;ngs o|
of vivisection take the same ground. The ^;ncSs
is notable that optimist defenders of Theism - 
of vivisection take the same ground. The -lie 
A, B, and C are to be compensated by theijf iinu tire tu uu cumpensciwju uy 11
X, Y, and Z. This cheerful optimism I char*® fl.0iiK 
villainously immoral. Logically carried out, r th
inet.ifu !imr orimfi WVin .csVm.ll Ast.imiltQ .¿ .a tjustify an y crime. Who shall estimate

tow,happiness of Jack the Ripper in putting unfortu“”• ^ r
of their misery is a compensation for the brio & t tj1 
finding a knife at their throats 1 The vie"’,  ̂ py E. 
suffering of one living creature is compensated -gtr^ 
delight of another is as immoral as the polic0',nft~ufleiFjj 
theory of God’s government, which represents l‘) riifkeSM 
as punishment for sin, and which, consequently, t 
efforts to relieve suffering but attempts 
purposes of deity. J. hi. ’

„ • 1 litGe Pgo j
“ I went to Sunday-school yesterday,” said . ,ne. j,H 

her aunt, “ and the teacher asked me who gpe tb°us 
just told her nobody made me. 1 wonder »  
was a rag doll!” ],eA j,t

Miss Kittv—“ Mamma, will we know isj*0atfhj
same as we uo here V Mamma 
of that, my dear.” “ Will I

n a _ ~  , th in k  there  f
know Jane GpEpg, tl>aVui uiAb, in v ueur. it m  a kiiuw .h»uw - *r ¿jri 

is Jane Gopplins f  “ She’s the big freckl' ^ y0u 
over the grocery store down tho street. v\.jll

ôod enough to go to heaven, my dear, /  j  cog*c 
know her.” (After some moments of Prot f  
“ I won’t have to speak to her, will T, main
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tactics OF SOME CHRISTIAN DISPUTANTS.

.1
diScilssi Q° Pask thirty years I have met in public 
c°ntr0v 'I many Christian disputants who were fair in 
and Dr r«f ’ SUĉ  as th(‘ Rev. A. J. Harrison, Dr. McCann, 
aPpeareH êxton' But I have also met opponents who 
L have peculiar views as to what is right andho'«orahl. In 1K72 Iheld a' f0 ln ^ e'r dealings with Secularists.
Atjer(]uei°ut' "’gilts’ debate with the Rev. A. Stewart, of 
it ^8 tat- Ŵ °’ not content with publishing the debate as 
of llote'g eu down, added to the printed report a long list 
had mad’g  ̂ . explaining his own statements which he 
I had ur jUnn£ He discussion, or answering points that 
’nan |*e? ,uPon the platform, and which the rev. gentle- 
doin„ . ’ ‘ailed to answp.r On n.sr*.p.rhainine/ t.iiat. hp. was

wa3
0rtxmittee x v. ' ~~c —~ —~ ©------- -------—  --------puljlisi 1 'vfio were issuing the debate, could not 
tori,. 1 new scentica.1 maffpr foanlf. wnc f.Vtnf. f.Vio

to answer. On ascertaining that he was 
requested the same privilege for myself; but 

tto. panted, upon the ground that the Christiai
this, I

^Mers of th mtu/toi. iu c  lcsuiu wtio Lilli b tuc
them, o P  .(lebate had a one-sided report presented to

ollCh is t.bo 1™.« .....1 fi,„f

sceptical matter.” The result was that the

> e ti^ r ,wl 18 the love of justice and fair play that is 
T  '^spired by “  ~  ‘ ’

y its fruits.”
kHow T 3 lnspired by Christianity. Truly, “ the tree is 
saJP.by its fruits.” Mr. Foote was treated m the 
:dom»ishonust manner by the Rev. Z. B. Woffendale, who 
collP Gd slrQilar tactics in reporting a debate he had with my 
after a 6- , Such Christian disputants evidently recognise, 
and debate is over, their controversial shortcomings, 
lV  o they try to cover their defects by replying to 

,j, Ppoiients when no rejoinder is allowed.
A. Jaej ame kind of tactics has been resorted to by 1 >r. 
êvfcr.,ileSOn’ Clasgow, with whom I debated last yeai. 

Publj.i aionths after the discussion took place the 1 )octor 
dxte„ ed a report of it, accompanied by an Appendix of 
tea,-,- Pase» • -
Pla

N/vin r\>\ x "  v* 1U) ctv/poui âmuu Kty «ai ui
S ( r , anf e?’ wherein he manifests a sad bitterness of 
Ibyed’ ,ndicates his disappointment at the part ho 
''Aral pgP the platform. In the Appendix he urges 
la4tter in u- cbarges against me, and adds considerablet0hlS Sido lU .'V  • ’ TT- , ,
!,U?Pb
if
Pfiai

"u ms side of the°discussion. His foolish personal 
“• Ks ”pon me [ sbau deal with elsewhere ; but his 

entary replies to the positions I laid down in the 
at‘d his boasted “ now argument” for the existence 
. are given with such "an air of confidence amt 
that readers of the Freethinker will no doubt be 

Jd in seeing the Doctor’s fallacies exposed. Dot e 
^.specimens of how he deals with my argumentsSW l.raV”h-' find ■'h ^Vlnrr A 1.10 ucauo tumi xiiy ai^iim iiiiw

j’dd say ® b”d months of study to consider what he

yjt'riee ^Vv°, U1y statement, 
f^UnivI^b 1 called the

> C ? y t0 my statement, that I believed in one 
Tbe» • wbich I called the universe, the Doctor says 

diff u s e  is —  ' ‘
f e n f e  exist
%i’> > gold, silvi H P ___ .I W .......... —•—■ v
S o sh ; v> the Doctor must be reminded that the 
M r a i°n does >'ot affect the unity. Its forms and
V  ¡ t ^ - i n  other words,itsphenomona-are numerous; 

"eutaennrj ~ v  - - --

■«is not one, but is composed of cl.™U\u,invils 
>tnt existences, as the sun, moon, star , . • .
V * 1 silver> etc., each of which has an % tl̂ ° w ,  _ the Doctor — f i -

%
6tl°e ¡ts J vbicl^underlies all external aspects, is 

'}us
r. ’ o Hod the universe. - »«a name. Why is lt  js derived from

-"ur every one knows that this • >e{ore implies al 
V l ° ne- The very word .itself, referrod  toby
hf. LCOat(md for. The separate exist ,antfl, etc., are 
S ,A 'nvlS0Tb such as suns, stars, am ‘ ’ They arc a 
PVnL^^ent modes of the one existen • tbeiv forms, 
W  2 ^ 1 ,  and will pass away simply modes
S  f, “e existence, of which all tb'n̂  been from -d

to all eternity, as i t  This is the
Vtdr ' ^ esides this there can be no ^  becoming 
Ntft aru10  ̂ Zionism, which is now c'e  . profoundcs 

'"'ore widely accepted by men j q{ an infinite 
y . His quibble about the impossd . t0 show 

made up of finite parts 3ust |  ̂  fch t  no
N b  co W  Hamilton so clearly I'O' ^  ite at all, and V  a c t i o n  can be formed of the mtmv
n Vi* 0 ^ e°nse about it will involve one m a

-mv , pkarlpf !> Us,ed the following argument, which 
e<l by showin;  tVrad augh frequently employed, with 

(i y an intoip, at ’iniverso could not nave been 
No,?^efa t r ' - enl power extraneous to itse lf:

eMstpn^r?m *s the fact that something exists 
in d i ? r . eith(‘r infinite in duration-that 

*®d or h r /  1 °? ’ that is, eternal—or else it lias 
uK*it into existence. If created, then

it must have been by some existence the same as itself, 
or different from i t ; but it cannot have'been created by 
any existence the same as itself, because that would 
have_ been but a continuation of the same existence; 
and it cannot have been created bv any existence differ­
ing from itself, because things which have nothing in 
common with each other cannot be conceived in relation 
to each other, and cannot be the cause of or affect one 
another.”

Not once throughout the discussion did Dr. Jamieson 
notice this, but in his Appendix he elegantly rem arks—

“ This argument (?) is not only weak, but it is supremely 
silly, and by it it could be easily proved that Mr. Watt’s 
himself is infinite, both in extent and duration, and, 
consequently, that he himself is the ‘one existence.’ if 
we substitute the words, Mr. Watts exists, for the phrase 
‘ sontething exists,’ throughout the argument, we will at 
once see the absurdity of which both Mr. Bradlaugh 
and Mr. Watts are guilty. The argument would then 
read thus : The fact I start from is, that Mr. Watts 
exists. This existence (Mr. Watts) is either infinite in 
duration, which is unlimited in duration—that is, eternal 
—or else he has been created or brought into existence. 
If created, then it must have been by some existence 
the same as himself, or different from himself ; but he 
cannot have been created by an existence the same as 
himself, because that would have been but a continua­
tion of the same existence; and lie cannot have been 
created by any existence different from himself, because 
things which have nothing in common with each other 
cannot be conceived as having any relation to eacli 
other, and cannot be either the cause or effect of each 
other. The argument carried out in the same way with 
regard to extent would prove Mr. Watts to be infinite in 
that respect as well. An argument that leads to such 
an absurdity must itself be the very essence of absurdity. 
In face of the statement quoted, 1 think I may safely 
say that Mr. Watts’s position is ‘ gone.’ ”

This is another of those sophisms which play so con­
spicuous a part in the Doctor’s reasoning. Can he not see 
that Mr. Watts was not, and does not pretend to have 
been, “ created,” but to have been formed out of pre­
existent material of the same nature as himself ? What 
possible analogy is there between this process of moulding 
or forming and the calling into existence of a material 
universe from nothing? Air. Watts was formed out of an 
existence the same as himself, and which existence, in one 
of its phases, is continued in him. The argument which l 
employed is irrefutable when applied to a supposed creation 
as I applied it; but, of course, it has no bearing upon the 
mere modification of things out of pre-existent material. 
It remains, therefore, in full force, and will remain until a 
better reason than Dr. Jamieson has furnished is forth­
coming to set it aside.

Dr. Jamieson prides himself on having produced a “ new 
argument,” and no doubt he hopes to attain to a sort of 
immortality as its inventor. Strange that so many centuries 
should have passed before this marvellous proof of G od’s 
existence was made known to the benighted world, l’aley 
may now hide his diminished head, and all the Bridgewater 
Treatises he consigned to oblivion, since a new natural 
theologian has arisen with a brand new argument, which 
must silence all Atheists, Agnostics, and doubters of the 
Divine. Hero is this wonderful argument (1): “ It is 
admitted that the univorse in whole or in part is cuoliny. 
It is also admitted that cooling bodies contrail. That which 
has contracted occupies less space than it once did. The 
material universe, in whole or in part, has contracted, con 
sequently it now occupies less space than it owe did. It 
must then ha finite in extent. If finite in one way, it must 
be finite in ail ways, and, consequently, in duration. If 
finite in duration, it must have had a beginning, and con 
sequently a Cause. There must, then, be a Powerful Being 
distinct from the material universe upon whom it depends 
for its existence.”

Such is this new argument (?), which the Doctor invites 
me to answer. I do so by pronouncing it as being the very 
essence of sophistry. The whole “ argument” is based 
upon a mistake, and, upon this mistake, certain “ ifs are 
stated, and then the imperative there “ must” have been 
“ a powerful Being,” etc., is assumed. This is a fair sample 
of the Doctor’s metaphysics. ' Now, what arc the facts 1 
It is not true that cooling bodies always contract, for snow 
and ice occupy moro space than water, although the 
temperature of the former is much lower than that of the 
latter. Cooling in this case expands, instead of contract­
ing. Hore is another sophism of the Doctor's. Thus it is
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stated, says he, “ the material universe in whole or in part 
has contracted; consequently it [what 1—-the whole or the 
part ?] occupies less space than it once did.” If the whole 
has contracted, no doubt that is so. But the Doctor does 
not venture to assert that the whole has contracted, but 
that the contraction may have been in part only. Yet the 
conclusion drawn is on the supposition that there has been 
contraction of the entire mass. This is manifestly illogical. 
What do we know of distant parts of the universe as to 
whether the matter in existence there is cooling or not ? 
In one part the temperature falls, and in another it rises, 
leaving probably the same amount of heat on the whole. 
No one can assert that the entire universe is cooling, and, 
therefore, undergoing contraction ; hence the “ new argu­
ment ” that was to revolutionise the Theistic philosophy is 
not worth the paper it is written on.

Charles W atts.
( To be concluded.)

BIBLE FICTIONS.

That the Hebrew scriptures contain some small amount of 
historical matter cannot now be denied. The cuneiform 
inscriptions place this fact beyond a doubt. We know, for 
instance, from the latter source, that there were kings of 
Israel named Ahab, Jehu, Menahem, Pekah, and Hosea ; 
that Azariah, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh were kings of 
Judah ; and that these sovereigns reigned in the order in 
which they are placed in the book of Kings. It is un­
questionable, then, that some very ancient historical 
records have been preserved in the Hebrow books. But 
we have at the same time proof that the stories of super­
natural interposition of the Jewish God on behalf of his 
people—such as the destruction of the army of Sennacherib 
and the preservation of the three men in a furnace, as 
recorded in the Hebrew writings—are pure fiction. All 
the stories of Yahveh directing or controlling the affairs of 
the Jewish nation are, wherever it is possible to test them, 
found to be fabrications. In fact, the early history of the 
Israelites before the period of the kings, and much in later 
times, is, for the most part, nothing but fable. Many of 
the stories are, on the faco of them, fictitious. No 
unprejudiced person who allows himself to be guided by 
reason can read the Biblical accounts of the Fall, the 
Deluge, or the Exodus without experiencing a feeling that 
these stories are mythical.

Many Christian apologists have expended a considerable 
amount of ingenuity in endeavoring to reconcile Bible 
contradictions, and only succeed in doing so by twisting 
the passages into meaning something which tho context 
plainly shows was not that intended by tho writer. But 
even with the advantage of this mode of treatment we find 
that only some oft-cited and comparatively insignificant 
passages are selected for reconcilement. The most 
incredible stories—those which most clearly prove the 
Biblical narratives to bo fictitious—are ignored.

I will now briefly examine some of these stories, which 
show, beyond the possil.nty of doubt, that the narratives 
composing the early history of the Israelites are fabri­
cations.

I.—The Patriarch J acob.

On the temple walls of Karmak is inscribed a list of 
towns in Syria and Palestine which submitted to the arms 
of Thothmes III. Among these we find Jacob-el (“ the god 
Jacob”) and Joseph-el (“ tho god Josoph”). Tho first of 
these also appears on the inscriptions of Itamses II. and 
Ramses III. In tho latter roign wo also find tho record of 
a Canaanitish town named Levi-cl. In other words, wo learn 
from these anciont monuments that betweon B.c. 1G00 and 
B.C. 1200 there were cities in Canaan in which Jacob, 
Joseph, and Levi were worshipped as gods. In this fact 
we have a clear intimation that the Biblical account of 
the reputed ancestors of the Jews is not history, but 
mythology. To obtain confirmatory evidence of this, we 
have but to examine tho Bible stories for any indications 
which show them to be of a mythical character. These we 
find in plenty.

Now, with regard to the city Jacob-el, it is significant 
that, though this was undoubtedly a town in Canaan, tho 
name is nowhere mentioned in tho Hebrew books. Yet,

strangely, the name of Jacob is associated with 
having the same termination, whose name he is 
sented as changing. This is the city of Bethel (“ the 
of God”). _ siJe

In Genesis xxviii. it is related that Jacob, when a - » 
man and on his way to Padan-aram, “ lighted 
certain place, and tarried there all night. . . . and & ^  
of the stones of that place, and set them for his pnj0' ’ j,aJ 
lay down in that place to sleep.” Here, it is stated) ^  
a dream, in which he saw a ladder reaching from
to heaven, with Yahveh on the top, and angels »scenl „ 
and descending. “ And Jacob awaked out of his sleep ,‘j

s in this place. . . . and u  
'l; but the name of thf 
Here it is to be noted tbs

he said, Surely the Lord is in this place. and he1
the name of that. place Bethel; but the name of that < . 
called Luz at the first.” Here it is to be noted tbs ^  
plainly implied in the narrative that Jacob slept in t .f 
air in some uninhabited place ; yet this place is (pr0.^ ĉfl 
inadvertence) called a city. It was, of course, a ci y 
the account was written. j jo

Twenty years later, so runs the story, Jacob retu^^j. 
Canaan a married man with four wives and eleven 
Upon entering the land, we are told, “ Jacob came , ,jl 
which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he ,l1 rel 
the people that were with him. . . . And God aPP 
unto Jacob again when he came out of Padan-ar > ̂  
blessed him. . . . And Jacob set up a pillar in 
where he talked with him. . . . and Jacob called tnf ^ ¡ .  
the place where God spake with him Bethel ” (Genes' 
6~13)-

Here we have two contradictory versions of the ̂  ¡p
of Bethel. According to one account, Jacob ca 
place “ Bethel ” when unmarried and on his way

b's
 ̂ ____  ________ ____

uncle Laban’s; according to the other, he
id

chib iin1’twenty years later when he returned with wives, , 
and large flocks and herds. According to the first jn_ uuiuo. axvw ium g vw ----
he called the place “ the house of God ” because be ^  
a dream angels going up and down a gigantic 
according to the other, he named it “ the house [¡¡s 
because there “ the Lord ” appeared to him, bleSf fl # !l 
and conversed with him (of course in the form o* ‘ 
face to face. Which version are wo to receive 1 3L

But both stories are, on the face of them, J|lj!
Jacob was but a stranger and a sojourner in the  ̂ ^  jil, 
had no power or authority to change the nS c e  
place in i t ; neither would his saying, “ Such a p j., tt 
henceforth be called so-and-so,” effect any changj 
name. We know from the Tell-el-Amarna ;l̂ ,c botf 
inscriptions that the inhabitants of Canaan", t0 ¡Jt 
numerous and warlike. They would not be ha®̂ gfl to ̂  
the ancient names of places because a stranger cvj(]eiicC
them by another name. There is, however.
the Hebrew books themselves that Jacob 
the name “ Luz ” into “ Bethel.”

JM L
did not

Jo®.1ibn9’
tr^i•WH»Two or three centuries after tho time of J;lC,;6 

we are told, divided the land among the twe j esCri!l̂ , 
Now, the boundaries of one of tho allotments 
as “ going up from Jericho through the hr11 .Jong A 
Bethel; and it went from Bethel to Luz, and pas®e %v\. 1> L 
the border of the Archites to Ataroth” (Joshua 'U 
Bethel and Luz were, therefore, separate P,aC ipgfcua ' ¡j 
doubtless in existence when tho book of 1 
written—viz., some time after the oxile. e for
the Book of Judges (i. 22, 23) a story to a cc o ^ g
fact that, notwithstandin, 
into Bethel, a city namei

Jacob’s changing 
Luz still oxisted.

th° I1‘1' ¿\4. j 

ture“ ¡ii>(
this veracious account, when the Israelitesl.1®aP[n0tbar’
a man who escaped from 
named it Luz.

tho city built

■ u èThus far we have evidence only of fiction- • to 
to another event in tho life of Jacob. In 01  ̂ pci"^^

iiam6

acco“ 
ange '

,nt

for the reputed descendants of this patn 
“ Israelites,” a story is invented of tho 
being changed into “ Israel.”

In Genesis xxxii. 27, 28, wo havo an 
wrestling match botween Jacob and an 6j[f V
interesting event took place at night, on tbc .vbo ^
..................................................................  * r A

t

of!

Jordan, near the river Jabbok. When day ^  
break tho angel desired to get away, but • ,l [,¡1(1 “ V 
fast, and refused to lot him go until tho lat c n,e

“ And he said unto him, What is J .  cal^A  f  
he said Jacob. And ho said, Thy named"! g 0J a 
Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast strivon 
and hast prevailed.”
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took u n i-S cka.n8e °f name Jacob crossed the Jordan, and 
years 1? 1S res^ ence at Succoth and Shalem; then, 
reha^. i * »  Came to thfi nlar.A whip.li Tip. is sairi t.n

some

del Here an incident occurred which is thus
° f c S : " s°  Jacob. came to Luz, which is in the land
Unto ,ian v e same is Bethel).............And God appeared
Dame ¡g j again . . . .  and God said unto him, Thy 
hi jSr , a°oh: thy name shall not he called any more Jacob, 
(Genes,\ thy name: and he called his name Israel ”

Thus" Xrf XV' 6~10)-
each in'(iagain' Wo bave tw0 versions of the same story, 
name js eP®ndent of the other, in which the change of 
and in t 8 ate<l to have taken place at two different times, 
jourse, -• places■on» '."v inaces many miles apart. Both stories were,
-act lavented to account for the name. As a matter of 

know from critical examination that the book of 
W * ? 18 composed of a number of stories, by at least 
C ^ e r e n t  hands, which a later editor has pieced 

aUher, Thig ^  adds nQthing t0 the credibility of the 
C > -  H must, at any rate, be obvious to the reader 

0 stories we have examined are pure fictions.
V eritas.

( To he continued.)

THE e x is t e n c e  o f  g o d .
jjj

COtl.templiiti Ca!ui0t ke occupied with a more important
îrig that^ the mp.a.rnncr nf flip. nnivfirsA 'R.ppnor-the meaning of the universe. Recog-

eaclisirU °r "Rat human existence is but a tiny 1|° ’ WCU be
donU stretch out immeasurable ag > ^  bare
S e n ?  Whether longest life w ou li q{ the
t(JS,!  tment> much less a solution of & con

But man is an inquiring animal. W o nr that ont» —  1^Ual. .

an S Wloil,ge 8°lves a cLue®tion ° ? yaa!d that*knowledgeas In a certain sense it may be * ‘ knowledge
Ï J 611 «  ignorance prompts inquiry. ,B^ e^ r°igin "of
the ,,n?t atlcct the primary question nature, its

universe. TEo ever-abiding presence of . -

a ani mai .  >vu are so coil- 
r knowledge and our inquiries are never

c°ntj. .  inuarr°- The 
&Mia?
, s hejn
k  r g;

and\u -ce In human consciousness, compels the*2 the lfrnnvnnt „i;i„ *____i_____ ’ ___ f
dp

ignorant alike to seek an explanation of 
 ̂ e may widen the sphere to be explained,d0 ^c'ence

Pfil the cru'i]0*” Methodised observation may
the ° ll*e vaslne °- a?<l errone°us ideas of the ignorant man 

uPtuhlem f  0‘ the universe, but the universe is still 
Wh are born bV 0lved-
Ve c0,,t heinjr „vi 0 Hiis world, and live a few short years 
ckim,Ile t° the 0 ?  reahse our surroundings ; but when 
"bef °U1, attenti"0 °* reason> human science and philosophy 
arid eVet'ythin<r°P, Borne men are born into conditions
Ut'e°ral dcvoig 1S l)rcsent that ministers to their mental (¡^Placed ’ vel°Dmnnf r u v . . .  i f  _ ,pment. Other less fortunate 

(];„ * 111 surrounding8 where they know no 0 
< C ea®o. and « - - >  ~  Io{ a uer We
C P,ea88

are !U ct*.me- But still, it does not matter 
V(/paS;ir|t, it k ° ‘11 *n fllc Palace of a king or the hovel 

’1 u tau»],,. °ur duty to examino the ideas which we 
& ’ and to see if they have any foundation

S i o Vast
The,

:

T h L > P C d i ^ milk-M This is why

.. . -u  tVo i0nty of mankihd feel in no way disposed to 
their thcory of things which they have imbibed Ul%  mother’s milV »° mu:. "IS soTheism

,-rwr.n j<l ___the production
;i t ?  conceives the universe a® kavo studied

the var? hnitc Mind.” Theistic plnl°3°P“° • endeaVored to 
ixttact '('1S departments of nature, and Qreator.” Tboo- 
'0Siatis u°m them the evidence of a _ 9 and have

accepted these hazy conjee mpCl  every

to acknowledge an lnhnUltho“ A- ’̂
"tini.

‘o ivhat
- S I  .The'

Author’ of the universo.

th,
N sh!’, do

e" vT° fk® evidences upon which this theory
oUm' ^®gated beauties which adorn the faco of u ‘Mi they fill tU.y  fill the mind vniĥ J j S

K w ^ r f c k u p o n i t ^ ,

i ;̂ T L thC Anscrutabl° m0dvny evidence thatls a o ’ i atn unable to perceive any e , .auatC?d-. ■

ones'10?  r°vcal 
^ ;  °Uten!;, Avhen I 

the^ S » t e
X : tia ^ ag

" °f the !!,'Ult<id that we cannot give an ultimate 
1 icnomena of matter and mind, does it I
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necessarily follow from this that we are bound to accept 
Theism ?

All the arguments which have hitherto been brought 
forward in favor of that hypothesis have not been able to 
stand the test of science and criticism. Many modern 
Theistic advocates recognise this. Dr. W. L. Davidson’s 
Burnett Lectures and Professor Knight’s Aspects of Theism 
are conclusive on this point. These writers have perceived 
the fallacies of the h priori and a posteriori arguments. 
Much discussion has taken place among theologians as to 
what position these two methods ought to occupy. The 
consequence has been that the “ Design Argument,” as 
presented by such apologists as Ray, Derhem, and Paley, 
has been completely ruled out of court. It will not do to 
say that the exquisite adaptations which we observe in 
nature indicate the existence of a deity.

The Materialistic explanation of the harmonious manner 
in which our earth revolves round the sun satisfies the 
mind equally as well as the Theistic view does. Nay, it is 
far more intelligible; for we can comprehend what is 
meant when it is said that the rotation of the earth is the 
necessary result of the action of two antagonistic forces; 
but we cannot grasp what is meant by saying it is the 
“ handiwork of God.” It is a scientific canon that any 
explanation of phenomena must be couched in terms of the 
known. The forces of attraction and repulsion are known, 
but “ God,” if he exist, is absolutely unknown. There is no 
analogy between the adaptation seen in man’s works and 
that we observe in nature. In the one case we see the 
adaptation and its author, but it is not so in the other 
case.

It is quite true that the adaptation in man’s works is the 
only proof we have of his intelligence. But it does not follow 
from this that adaptation is always proof of intelligence. 
A river always adapts itself to its bed; but this is the result 
of the law that water always seeks its own level, and not 
the contrivance of any intelligence.

I cannot agree with the late Dr. Romanes when he writes 
that with the “ negation of God ” “ the universe has lost 
its soul of loveliness.” On the contrary, viewing the 
universe from an Atheistic standpoint, its “ loveliness ” is 
increased a hundred fold. Though the universe be godless, 
the Atheist is not impervious to its beauties. While it is 
true that the rolling orbs which bespangle the boundless 
sky are subject to the same mechanical law as the swing of 
a pendulum, their grandeur is none the less for that. Born 
on a twinkling point called earth, Atheism enables mo to 
realise tho fulness of life ; therefore, the theological 
assertion that God is necessary in order to retain the 
beauties of nature is untrue.

In dealing with the question of design, Theists have been 
extremely shortsighted. They select all the good and 
beneficial arrangements of nature as proofs of the intelli­
gence and goodness of the deity. The Atheist does not 
deny that certain conditions are good and beautiful. 
Water is beneficial for man, but it was not made for him. 
If it was, how do Theists account for the sad fact that 
millions have died of thirst 1 It is the same with every 
other thing in nature. Man makes use of many things 
becauso experience has taught him that they are useful; 
but where is the proof that they were designed for the uses 
they are put to ? Theism cannot give any rational 
explanation of the moral and physical evil which every­
where abounds. If there be “ a something not ourselves 
that makes for righteousness,” there is also a something not 
ourselves that makes for ?«»righteousness. How can the 
Thoist explain that fact 1 How account for the unqualified 
indifference of nature 1 The earth cares as much for a 
parasite as it does for a Newton or a Darwin. In the 
physical world pain and suffering are often visited upon 
tho innocent. In tho moral world things seem chance 
directed. Honesty and truthfulness often go to the wall 
in tho struggle for existence, while the sneakish and 
unscrupulous live in luxury. How can these things be 
harmonised with the belief in an almighty God who 
carefully governs the world 1 The state of the moral and 
physical worlds to-day does not speak of an “ Infinite, 
Intelligent Mind ” ruling all. Such is the argument of 
experience against Theism. P. Shaugiinessy.

( 'To be concluded.)

Freddy—“ Why do they have those big eagles in the 
church r  Tom—“ ’Cause they’re birds of pray, of course.”
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ACI D DROPS.

M rs. Besa nt  has given the faithful Theosophists a full, 
and of course true, account of her experience of Mahatmas. 
Some extracts from this curious address were printed in the 
London Star. As luck (or the printer’s devil) would have 
it, the extracts were interrupted by the space reserved for 
the “ Latest ” sporting news ; so that in the very middle of 
the sublime Mahatma business there was a list of horses 
running at Warwick races. And some of the names were 
devilishly apropos. There were Mother Shipton, and May 
Mischief, and Conjuror, and Sophism. Really the imps of 
laughter were on Mrs. Besant’s track that day.

Madame Blavatsky’s successor states that her experience 
of the Mahatma world began in 1889, early in tne year, 
before she joined the Theosophical Society. Mrs. Besant 
(nay believe, this. There is no limit to some people’s self- 
delusion. But it is utterly irreconcilable with her former 
accounts of how she became a Theosophist.

It appears that she was “ making desperate efforts to 
pierce the darkness,” and “ seeking with passionate earnest­
ness to obtain some direct evidence of the existence of the 
soul and of the superphysical world.” Here again she may 
believe she is telling the truth—“ Such tricks hath strong 
imagination.” All we can say is that she was then writing 
every week in the National Reformer, and her readers were 
not vouchsafed a single hint of all that “ passionate earnest­
ness ” and all those “ desperate efforts.”

One evening Mrs. Besant was sitting alone, concentrating 
her mind on this longing, when she “ heard the Master’s 
voice,” telling her that she should soon find the light. She 
did not know Who spoke to her (the printer must please 
mind the capitals), but it was something to go on with.

This sort of tiling is familiar to the students of super­
stition. Enthusiasts, whether Catholics or Methodists, 
have always been prone to hear voices. Ears, and 
especially long ones (no offence to the lady), are handy 
organs for superstition to play upon. 'They are generally 
abused first, and the eyes afterwards ; the hearing of voices 
being followed, unless the patient gets better, by the seeing 
of visions.

Mrs. Besant did not get better. She got worse. And in 
due course she had her vision. It appeared to her at 
Fontainebleau in the summer of 1889. She was sleeping in a 
small room “ by herself” (why, of course !), and the Master 
[laid her a v isit, just as J. C. visited the eleven in that upper 
chamber in Jerusalem. “ I was waked suddenly,” says Mrs. 
Besant, in defiance of grammar. And then, she says, the 
“ air of the room was thrown into pulsing electrical waves”

which is very curious physics ; and there “ appeared 
the radiant astral Figure of the Master (capitals, please), 
visible to my physical eyes.” And after that she often saw 
the Master. Why, certainly.

“ Sight, hearing, and touch,” all shared in these 
“ experiences so we assume that Mrs. Besant shook hands 
with the Master, unless he gave her a “superphysical” 
embrace. Nor was this all. • A fourth sense gave its attesta­
tion. Mrs. Besant speaks of “ the exquisite fragrance ” 
which generally accompanies such manifestations. So that 
the Master is something like old Polonius : “ You shall nose 
him as you go.” ,___

Now, it is noteworthy that the Catholic and Methodist 
enthusiasts not only hiiard voices and saw visions, but 
smelt an exquisite fragrance. Many instances are given by 
Bishop Lavington in his minute and racy study of these 
wondermongers ; and some day or other we may give our 
readers a few samples in this line of delusion. Let it 
suffice for the present to say that Mrs. Besant is suffering 
from an ancient malady. It doesn’t matter whether the 
enthusiasts are Pagans, Catholics, or Methodists ; they all 
go through the same experiences, for they all suffer from the 
same disease. And when they are skilful and lluent of 
speech they all go the same way to work in practising upon 
the credulity of others. They trade under different names, 
but they are all in the same business, and their wares are all 
alike, though Wiring a variety of labels.

Our readers will note Mrs. Besant’s use of capitals. The 
Master lias one, and his very pronoun takes one too, just as 
the Christians print “ Him” and “ He” of Jesus Christ. It 
is a common trick to impose upon the groundlings, and vve 
recollect the rage the pious got into when the late Professor 
Clifford took to writing “god” with a small g.

But the funniest part of the affair is, that the Mahatmas 
are q u a r r e l in g  amongst themselves. Airs. Besant has her 
Mahatma, and Mr. Judge has h is . Airs. Besant’s “ Master1'

------------------- - ^Air. Judge’s “ Master ^  g

May 12,

tells her to turn out Air. Judge, au. u 
him to cut off Airs. Besant. As the Irishman said] 
pretty quarrel as it stands, and a pity to spoil it.

Paul’s “ Master,” in the same way, was 
Peter’s “ Master,” and
open quarrel. There is no “ unity of spirit 
realm of inspiration.

”pE ’" 3  'th e  tw o  in sp ired  Apostles
- • • " even >n the

Mr-
For our part, we have not the slightest doubt tha 

Besant will go on with this business, and get convent® y  
from her Alahatma, to serve her own interest and frustr 
designs of her enemies. AVhen you dabble in mystery> oi.looifjuo Ui ilut cuumxuo« n non jv u  „ . .
you are a born fool, you soon come to this a l t e r n a t i v  ^  

must either denounce the swindle or take ' ’’
Mrs. Besant has not chosen the better part.

part »°

. he Italian poet, Olindo Guerrini, who writes F 
pseudonym of “ Lorenzo Stecchetti,” has written if 
which he begins with the words, Primo di t.utto non . gf 
Dio—“ First of all, I do not believe in God.” Had hye 
century ago, the creed would have brought him tr0U 
the last century an Italian musician named I01!  sed * 
brought before the Inquisition for having c0!u*t(l h»vt 
Credo, the beginning of which he was alleged 
lengthened, in order to suit his measuro, by adding, rStnr 
He was only let off on proving that he did not un
Latin. ___  ' ,

.ic ¡fi6
The Railway Si'jnal, “A Journal of Evangeh3 

Temperance Work on all Railways,” has a choice s . w  W
nameless “ Stratford infidel ” who was ill and ' . „ ¡¡jfl

-- • gelist taki“»the writer. He was converted by the evangeii*»' -- on 
a basket of strawberries, which he had wished , 0 uand l" 
morning of that day. The infidel said it was the • i“A[ft
God, and burnt alf his infidel books and papers' , 0{ && 
....„A., i____ -------------f„n„ o...a\r » The h»n,J .„«eCweeks later he passed peacefully away: 
it appears, brought him strawberries, but 
him to tell his conversion, or even his name, to 
“ infidels.”

au

In the case of Mr. J. B. Wise, of Kansas, pros?0 
obscenity for writing the words of Isaiah xxxvt‘v 0si 
postcard addressed to the llev. Mr. Vennum. Judg0 JV 
has reserved his decision, which will be made kno*° p  
time during the present term. Should it bo adverse gUs 
Wise, an appeal will be entered, so that the Unite0' up! 
Supreme Court shall also have an opportunity of 
that the Bible is obscene. The case will act 
eye-onener and we are glad to see that our 
mends are fully alive to its importance.

• , -----  nf tke'r
( /  u i ldl’le Society report having given a copy , ¡¡pf 
fetish book to every officer in the Japanese army ‘ 

a lietter bound edition being at the same time 1 . W
the Royal_ Body Guard.” We should p «  t0 h

jute1a K
12 0»

opinions of the Japanese upon their reading-

A Shanghai correspondent of Modern SoffifiLave
-»11 a Í  miuaì/VTintiìnn » i» e l i  in n  TTn Qil.VS ! I  ..A

to

great interest i„ J ‘ 9 ,llna- Ho says : " i  , rS^i
inquiries, having work> and hav.etake me to the me r* le, P®°Pl® engaged in tha ver^’ the meeting _ places of their Chinese coo ^--'-",erts h?Uaftho answer has been, ‘ Oh, we have no con' 3ay 
are inland: only a few rice Christians, wl> , , #
converted for their food.’ I liave been u n̂¿m^t,J ]Ps 
Kiang River as far as Tchang, which is apP1.̂  j3 om^. 
miles ; the same tale is told at every pk10?; ]arg0 M ‘IIllIU'J , U1IO gallic LcftlU LU1U. u»u uvui,y . ]<argG

in vain to try and convert these people m - 0f Ji p  
would like to ask why it requires fifty Pe0) a plft-1___  !_j.! 1 ?.......xiTYtlMC l11denomination^ engaged in mission 
Hankow.” iff

live i \ 5 ^ r
The missionaries, says this correspondent,,nen J

and almost idleness. “ Nearly all those geI\  r
'  ’1  g  |  re la te d  to th « J 0u g  fg, J

become/0rttel/>>_
these splendid appointments are related 1 
staff in London.1 He says in conclusion-
all poor men who have an ambition to oc?  ̂ cru ^  
come to China as missionaries. I think \  «. st»1?

,i
tn e  m iss iv e -:«  u ry. -

to support these jieople in idleness ana i ff.rjg eae]ope“^

that there are thousands of children W sCtooI. i, hejy 
starvation who, when they go to Sunw®*^^ f's t^ r  
sciueezc out their pence for the IU*-ss*on,a[1{xUry. it beflj W

condemn the practice of sending y®uP„h!]y 
mission work. The result of such has At'
Shanghai. Tho defendant was tried a n d /T o r fS -«theu i n v u ^ i m i .  i n o  U O lC llV U V li l/  vv c »o   .  « j. <

objected to marry her on the ground tn ^ ]\eX '^ct 
a loose character. When this K°. ma“f to Prote»• »'V." M IIVU l/llio 1<1 .
would it not have been more to his credi 
to take advantage V ___

The London Aquarium people '‘£ ' . ^ » 1 ^  
“made by a pious Scotchman.” QT^ r(lay il 
timepiece is that at midnight on >7‘l*y j0 the 
never to go again till Monday moruiuK

<K
off
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witchcraftÛ  llavR êen lield inspired, if not burnt for

Thi
'vhich C'°°k As as nothing to the famous Sabbatic river, 
flowed a-oc°,™ing to the veracious Jewish historian, Josephus, 

lx days, and entirely ceased to run on the Sabbath.
JL j- ___

regret at'tv.011 Mission Meeting passed a resolution of 
the work' 6 neSlecI of public worship of the majority of 

in London. Resolutions are of little 
followed ‘¿n e da,ys are gone when the injunction could be 

> Compel them to come in.”

fleoizens°of vnors °f the Worcester Infirmary would make fit 
of a crick o foeaven- They declined to receive the proceeds 
??vernoiN i •Iila Ĉ̂1 Playec* on Good Friday. Of course the 
Had the off . in°f themselves suffer by this display of piety. 
w°uld o«.i eF been made to the inmates of the infirmary, it 

a,)ly have been accepted gratefully.

^ ^ ^  1895.__________________________________

thfUV=,̂ ‘an Government has demanded explanations 
io , va.tlcan on acco u n t of MIT  A ffliardi. th e  P anal

¿ h6thHeU
‘yOocio liaaUcan 011 account of Mgr. Agliardi, the Papal 
?eaouucjn exceeded his functions by going on tour 
t? the T n,.ttle Givil Marriage Bill. This statement, made 
Banff, jv p F House of the Hungarian Diet by Baron 
• e. hihei"ila reni.1l:,r) "’as greeted with enthusiastic cheers by 
'Agnation ’ Wlule the Clericals loudly expressed their

bet w e n t i e t h -06 Pfettv':Ullet-11̂ -century woman is a girl to-day. She will 
fead latelSCeP\ical ^ like a four-year-old girl of whom we 
i W  ( A  After saying her evening prayer, she added : 
i ar the u ,“ave talked to you often enough. If you 

lbe ixjin i VtlJl don’t you talk back V Her question was to 
!xPlain wfnd t d *-“e men °f God in the world could not 
t'v° thousn i “  God was so familiar and communicative 

nu years ago, lie is not equally so to-day.

tô a )n course of repair in the little mountainous
Se°ple wlm onad)erger partly fell in the other day. The 
,iafue of Sf a}l ascertain what had happened found the 
,, .street \ v-(i .nato intact and erect on the causeway of 
pfler wh’ich tfVlts âce turned to the ruins. The glass case 
^^ediatpU fi 6 dgure had stood was smashed to pieces. 
tt?ed> and fv, j  IJeople cried out that a miracle had hap-

1 Abe streets. i saint was carried in procession

Du,.;,1“1:: ''fieir original idolatrous beliefs and 
ah"- - °f K"n.....1S.the same period, and in the same govern-unnv. , -- ICnonv, ■ _ —--- 1V/U, u u u  m  uno oaujtLU kuyoiu
f iiw 0ned the « f ir ’1! 8. T artars, including 5,767 women 
iatv'Bs' The i; ate, Ghurch for Islam. These are otlicia 
bftai-f e.°tion of /?arcuial authorities further state that a 

1 either Mohain l)ro,selyHsed orthodox Christians are at 
c.All

period, and in the same govern-

nujedans or heathens.

to rpo âns are called on at their baptism and confirma- 
in.?f: So tQo,fUlfr° devil and all his works. They have 
iro, k° him f  ieetually for they keep him and all pertain- 
ant1Ua‘tecI or S  carefully out of sight. Satan is super- 
Ulagonist., i°xed on as an allegory, even while his divine 

« whe nebulous Holy Ghost are warranted to 
Sen fhorn.lt, r, e cannot so much as believe in a devil,”

7ln HT- " "  ■
a'»,’ uiotn.H, r\ 'c, cannot so much as believe in a de\ 
caiC,t’ IFivV/, , arlyle. Mr. Wheeler, in his pamphlet 
tbpIl<it so an<l  the Bible, shows that Christians
t C > vii L . y escape from the evil one. To get rid of 

0 °gy. t0 Pull down the whole fabric of Christian 
o ^Oht pi

f e r c ’h,»1® “journM of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical 
C > s ’ in ? a[ks,thafc “ the truly awful case of witch- 
Phin; r °Pen ti' and wiH do some good if it helps to still
It i^ Ug their faith°yes °* 0601)10 the nnssihln effects ofpeople to the possible effects ofPlrTlrv i  ‘■lllfh * , 1 L--KV V11U WIW VI ■ V7»
n.T*icifi,' t°r plain c° ,e. Past and its so-called ‘ revelations.’ 
Lltch (dC Says (pv'i^nb^g.about this matter. The Bible 
J?3 beeh Sorceressl ;U8i.ilai  18), ‘Thou shalt not suffer a 
a,?6! Urn r,0fiPonsil,l . - llve’; and that atrocious command 
2 ai« U.ers. Wiiwi01' thousands-perhaps millions of 

hlrltualistc i , K°pd lxiople who quote the Bible 
Prcpared t *°ok . s uiatter squarely in the face ? 
a they so ¿ .g i t  into practice the supposed

O  -

divine

« ^ S ^ J a b e z i  —
'0 ti, B0,.;J as returned just in time for the May 

'tfir jr \o Uearlv •, ÍTeet ho must remember the good oíd 
U. ! ujacent and more congenial buuding of

the B'ritV'uck’ sPcaking at the Exeter
o f f e u o w ^ Ä  W ß “

Hall
said

etUen >°Uesis /  .think of the possibility of the first 
’ 1 cann^6111« mythical. My Lords, ladies and 

t regard as mythical what Christ

regarded as fact.” So we must credit that Moses wrote the 
account of his own death, the story of Jonah and the whale, 
and the possession of devils, because they were believed in 
by a Jew of a long bygone generation.

The Pioneer of Wisdom is “ a newspaper devoted to the 
Ingathering of Israel.” Its conductors believe in the 
revelation of the Flying Roll made to James White, other­
wise known as Jezreel. They also hold, if we apprehend 
rightly, that the English are Jews and should be circumcised, 
and that God is feminine, and about to put in a speedy 
reappearance to gather the faithful circumcised ones 
together. A number of the Pioneer sent to us has “ A 
Message to the Welsh,” printed in the Welsh language. We 
found this portion almost as intelligible as the rest of the 
paper. ___

Christian apologists often tell us that evil exists in the 
world because man is a sinner. If he were not infected 
with original sin, he would be perfectly happy, and the 
world would be a paradise. Reason, however, shows it 
would be nothing of the kind, unless nature were altered as 
well as human nature. Volcanoes would still belch their 
fires, earthquakes would shake and shatter cities, storms 
would destroy ships and men, disease would bring agony, 
and death inflict sorrow. Even the pests of life would 
remain. Snakes would bite and mosquitoes sting, and fleas 
would worry saints as well as sinners.

What do our Christian friends make of a cyclone such as 
the recent one at West Sioux Falls 1 How do they reconcile 
it with Providence 1 Houses and trees were whirled about 
like straws ; men were lifted off the ground and carried for 
half a mile ; and little children, hurled against wire fences, 
were reduced to bloody masses of dead flesh. There are 
millions of men on this planet who would have risked their 
own lives to save those little ones. Providence did not save 
them ; in fact, Providence murdered them ; that is, if there 
be a Providence—which we very much doubt.

The Rfev. Llewellyn Howard Davies, Vicar of Steeple 
Claydon, Bucks, was brought before the Chancellor of the 
Diocese of Oxford, at Aylesbury, charged with acts of 
incontinence with his female servant, and other offences. 
He was found guilty of four out of five counts, and the case, 
in accordance with the Clergy Discipline Act, will be 
reported to the Bishop, who may or may not suspend him.

An article on “ Chaldean Magic ” in the Echo strongly 
suggests that baptism was originally a form of exorcising 
devils. It says : “ We find the phrase, ‘ The witchcraft of 
the witch may it not approach, may it disappear before the 
lustrous water from my hands.’ This expression would 
almost point to the ceremony of sprinkling, a custom which 
we know was in use in Assyria at a very early date.”

A spring van proprietor in Kentish Town has painted up 
the inscription : “ Gods removed in town or country.” We 
hope this iconoclast will soon cart away all the defunct 
deities whose putrefaction has become offensive.

The Bolton dissenters have been much enraged at the 
Rev. T. T. Verger, vicar of St. James’s Church, and with 
some cause. The scholars of the Primitive Methodist 
Church were on their annual procession, when the man of‘ 
God drove up in his carriage. He could easily have taken 
another roaa, but drove through the crowd, which opened to 
lot his vehicle pass. When among the children they were 
alarmed, and two young men sprang at the horse’s head and 
swerved it out of the way. The man of God lashed out with 
his whip, and struck several of the children. A mtUe ensued. 
The whip was taken from the reverend gentleman, while 
some attempted to drag him from the vehicle. He has since 
been hissed all over the town.

The Spiritists do not agree iii their descriptions of the 
world of spirits. Swedenborg tells one tale; Allan Kardec 
an entirely different one ; while A. J. Davis and Hudson 
Tuttle differ from both, and from one another. This 
difference is not on trivialities, but on such root questions as 
Is thero sex among spirits 1 Are they re-incarnated or not 1 
etc. ___

There is as much difference among them religiously. 
Some believe in Satan, a personal chief of evil spirits. The 
majority do not. A writer in Li<jht declares a high spirit 
says: “ Christ is your Savior. He gave himself a ransom for 
many.” Most American Spiritists consider Christ a myth, 
and regard the doctrine of the Atonement as immoral. This 
Light writer contradicts Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, who 
says: “ The Evangelical Dissenter, who died in the firm 
conviction that he should certainly ‘go to Jesus, never 
describes himself as being with Christ or having seen him. 
He declares: “ My guide says : ‘Jesus is always present ; 1 
long for you to be here, and to feel that you are with 
Jesus.’” He says: “ As a rule, the Roman Catholic is a
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Roman Catholic still, and the Unitarian and the Churchman 
retain the same views they held on earth.” We have even 
heard of some spirits who are Atheists. But these are very 
advanced spirits. Quite in the seventh sphere, we should 
say. ___

Of course these differences as to the spirit world come 
from having different “ mejupis.” And the trouble is, that 
no information comes except through the “ mejums,” who 
are usually such a shady lot that they attract all kinds of 
lying spirits, who delight in befooling their dupes. The 
person who looks to Spiritism for a solution of all mysteries 
finds he has “got no forrader.”

The Royal Academy Banquet omitted “ Literature ” from 
the toast-list. However, the Duke of Cambridge spoke for 
the Army—the umbrella speaking for the sword; and the 
Archbishops of York and Canterbury took a turn on behalf 
of the Church. We did not know these gentlemen had any­
thing to do with Art, in the ordinary sense of the term. 
They practise an art, but it is the art of bamboozling.

Mr. George Bernard Shaw was one of the speakers at the 
May Day Demonstration in Hyde Park on Sunday after­
noon. As usual, he indulged in some plain speaking. For 
instance, he said that the average working man cared for 
little else beyond party politics and religion. There is too 
much truth in the observation ; but that is partly Mr. 
Shaw’s own fault. He confesses himself an Atheist, but his 
brilliant powers are not at the service of Freethought. 
Surely it would be possible for him, without deserting his 
social propaganda, to do a little towards extirpating that 
“ religion ” with which so many of the workers are besotted.

The Boston Sunday Globe has had a symposium on the 
subject, “Is Christianity Practicable To-day ?” A lot of sky- 
pilots contribute. The Rev. John Cuckson says: “ It is 
practicable, but not practised.” Father Bodfish says it is 
a strange question to put before a Catholic. The Rev. 
Septimus Hanna, a Christian scientist, says Christianity is 
practicable, but requires to be studied in the light of Mrs. 
Mary Baker Eddy’s Key to the Scriptures. The Rev. C. Eliot 
says Christianity is an ideal, and an ideal should not be called 
impracticable because unrealised. The only discordant 
voice is that of C. W. Mowbray, the Anarchist, who says : 
“ Let us have done with cant and hypocrisy ; let us recognise 
that, if mankind are to fill their proper places in human 
society, we shall have to rely, not upon Christianity, but on 
changing the whole basis of society, by abolishing private 
ownership in the means of life, together with the abolition 
of government of man by man.”

The Rev. I. J. Lansing, D.D., pastor of the Park-street 
Congregational Church, Boston, has drawn upon himself 
the odium of all parties in America by falsely charging 
President Cleveland with having been intoxicated at the 
Naval Review in New York. A lying spirit from the Lord 
seems to have afflicted the man of God, who is an intemperate 
temperance fanatic.

The Boston Transcript, an Independent Republican paper, 
opposed to Cleveland in politics, says : “ Deplorable as is the 
passionate prejudice which blurts out such charges as the 
Rev. Mr. .Lansing’s, it is infinitely less degrading and less 
pernicious than is the whispering of scandals concerning 
domestic life at the White House, such as have been at times 
circulated by clergymen behind the back of the hand with 
express instructions to the listener to avoid getting them 
into the newspapers, where they might be run to earth and 
refuted.” 2 __

Catholics call May the month of Mary. They do not tell 
the reason. -May was by the old Pagans consecrated to 
Cybele,' the mother of the gods. When Pope Boniface IV. 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and the martyrs the Pantheon 
at Rome, which had previously been dedicated to Cybele 
and the gods, he held the feast of All Saints in May, as of 
old; but Gregory IV. transferred this feast to the first of 
November, because its celebration was so similar to that of 
the Pagans. May Day festivals, however, preserved the 
ancient Floraliaof the Romans, and the month of the Mother 
of God has appropriately taken the place of that of the 
Mother of the gods.

Pope Sixtus V. built a superb chapel in honor of the 
cradle of J. C. in _ the Church of St. Mario Maggiore at 
Rome. The historian who relates this says it was for t he 
honor the Pope had for this cradle, which has been pre­
served for ages in a spot adjacent to the chapel. Jerome 
says he saw it at Bethlehem, but how it got to Rome is a 
mystery. ___

In Ontario, Canada, th e ro  were committed to th e  various 
prisons in 1891: Catholics, 3,741; Episcopalians, 3,134; 
P re sb y te r ia n s , 1,308; Methodists, 1,413; o th e r  d en o m in a ­
tions, 770; Infidels, 0. In 1892 the figures were: Roman

Catholics, 4,359; Church of England, 3,631; Methodi  ̂
1,624; Presbyterians, 1,498; other denominations, 0 
Infidels, 0. ___

At Lavant, near Chichester, Charles Richard Rev r̂wn 
found in his bedroom with his throat cut. He had  ̂
regularly attending chapel, and reading the_ Bib]® e 
religious works. Just before his suicide he said : I . 0J 
found the Light, and was never happier.” A verm 
suicide during temporary insanity was recorded.

When a Bishop has £4,500 a year, he ought not to 1 
at perquisites. So thought the Wigton B urial 
which entered a protest on its minutes against the I’1S, 
exacting £12 15s. lOd. for consecrating the new cenie
We would undertake a job like that for a guinea -ve 
happened to be in the neighborhood. We would also S ^  
written guarantee that the corpses would never dete 
difference. No extra charge for that.

Dean Farrar has “ gone up higher.” The Holy say 
called him to Canterbury. Somebody else will have j jJ, 
prayers in the House of Commons, but we dare say V re9t 
all the same. One humbug will procure the House a b 
a blessing as another.

parrar
At a recent Exeter Hall missionary meeting U'a1! ‘ ^  

remarked (unless the Christian World misreports m ^  tpe 
“ three centuries after Christ only one in every Ou vere 
world’s population were nominally Christian ; now tn U jl0ae 
one in three.” And this was “ a complete answer 1 ¡t 
who affirmed that missions had been a failure. js jo 
may be a complete answer at Exeter Hall, but i . ¡5O 
answer anywhere else. Christianity converted °5?oS{; b 
in three hundred years by the power of the Holy C )U]oUs 
has converted all the others in its fold by the unscr Bo 
use of authority and oppression. “ Missions ” have 
practical effect upon its statistics.

su1cb
Dean Farrar should explain why the Holy G host  ̂ ^g0r 

a bad missionary. Even at the very best, it U ' s * 11.1! 
achievement for God Almighty to spend nearly two t Jr
years in converting a third of the world’s inhabit»^ r
conversion is any good to them, he should convert p 
immediately; if it is no good to them, he should 
missionary business altogether.

the

UnionThe secretary of the Printers’ Laborers' uVJ'0f 
attention in another column to some of the metho jj, > 
great trading establishment of which Wilha® g tb®, 
proprietor. We understand that it is not compos 
Booth wants, but workers of the Linotype niacin > 
is displacing “ compositing ” in his establishment. ^

Booth now sells everything, from bicycles °̂j ĵyCftll die’r
tomoreover, pressure is put on all converts 

goods only from the Army. ___

Ihe Rev. H. T. Briscoe, formerly chaplain J L  
College, Cambridge, has been remanded on a CK  b̂ictl 
appropriating to his own uso £493, charity money, 01 
lie was trustee.

I w °  1'°V' ,Walter Hir?d> of St. Peter’s Clergy18 a ?o remanded on a charge of indecent b „el
Green1 0 lfcfc 6 glris ia tllu recreation ground,

The wanderings of Mrs. Besant’s daughter,
Scott, appear to have been early ended, for i t 1S ?i?fl I lo ^  
that she has been baptised and received into the 
Catholic Church. Oh, the pity of it !

J ho Archbishop of Canterbury recommem* — 11 thi

■efler¡J4 ¡„1
prayer for the unity of Christendom to aU.tm3is th®f

ds il Lrs.‘.„OlüU .„ I

the Church of England on Whit-Sunday.
answer to the Pope’s letter, ad Anylos, asking. thcaj30
to the Virgin for re-union. Mr. Athclstan ■■■■ '>or ,»-■. ,w 
to the Church Times urging associated prayn' uy crU® dli 
In the good old days the Church obtained unit.V e,-,' 
out all di entients. When it only relies °n ,, ne »n9'Vg»ts 
its days of ¡lower are over. Could its pray*’1 „the1-1)0 
it would doubtless, as of old, maintain unity oy 
than prayer. <j »

-----  eP°rl i "
Dr. John Clifford’s sermon on the Bible ""LLg 

some length in Monday’s Dai.li/ Chronicle. L ^  M 
all may be expressed in a quotation from lj,anfh;s, airier? 
words, words.” There is the “ infinite • ()f
“ infinite” that; in short, the infinite• . . . ___ . ' . i( il

slush,
Bibl°Christianity. Dr. Clifford says that Î „...,use 

Of course it does. And why 1 Simply b - pcs 
into the hands of little children, and tel ]){■
before they are able to think for thetnse .ĝ 0p 0 
is as keen on this imposition as the Aie 
bury.
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Mr. Foote’s E ngagem en ts. THE HALL OF SCIENCE.

Derby. and Thursday, 
Soeii; Debate with Mr. \ \'“ciety, on I

May 15 and 16, Temperance Hall, 
T. Lee, of the Christian Evidence 

Atheism or Theism : Which is the More Reasonable i

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

nS'toberweli S
W atts’s E ngagements.—May 12, Dundee ; 19, 

26, Manchester.—All communications for Mr. 
sent to him (if a reply is required, jijstamped__________ ,, s i  Effra-road,7 addressed envelope must ho onc os0 Btttton, London, S.W.

• E. M—Received. , j .;me with many.
i U’'w—You are quite r ig h t; i t  has been a v t0 have your
■ W Jones.—Balance paid to  Mr. Forder. l t  is unpleasant to  be
ov,W y- We tender >’ou 0Ur9 mf « S r  views and sentiments, doff from contact with persons of simua

•r ‘ W—Cannot see what your note refers o. j closed to 
T'aox.KiNs.-_We never “ lose heart.” «  °ne street s, we walk down another.

Easton has
H, —1 Tooabi

-At ’ renroved to 49 Walterton-road, Harrow-road, W. 
Many thanks.vj. ---- See paragraph.

A ° ' er believe what Christian Evidence lecturers i-  -.-» uoiieve wnat Christian ^  p^thoughL* We teal)1 Colonel Ingersoll or any other leader  ̂ reverend
SwLCantlot st°“P to contradict such r"bb' f  tho mistakes of 
lr»L _ -an who would like to hear Moso3 jj0t him gon easy way of gratifying his x

-Cnn-'O ----11
o & llh^ansura0 l̂nRdom o<TM,3,y way 01 gratifying his closire. Let him g 
lyPpose the wnriT8̂ 11̂  hunt up that ancient Jew. We don’t*6 hnw.. , w°riQ af, ftrnua 1___________ A. I. • . • . 1.1. ; .______ _ «***" T^W.tion to his going.W 'v.'“ ',n0 wortd at large has any grea o

V i! -haven’t, anyhow. acknowledges
CWv.Bsnevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vaac0 h 3s.; T. Carne, 6s tx-am branch, 7s. 2d.; East London ‘ ’
. ;■ E. Sneatts, Is. 6d.; Henley Branch, -a. 6 ■'• U) Yo» --

Ï, a.
tKl'etl?8 dowii -ar° quifce wr0no about Calvin. He hunted 
V 'f 'b ty ; and’ h^.ink -°ut, of his wa>' t0 do so, out of sheer 
Ov to death .,,'a , m handed over to his enemies, to bo
": „ that lnr.,„ , a Tow fire- (2) You are wasting your time 
p o l i t e »  un ive^^810̂  about “ iinito ” parts of an
b0(1 ‘Ve> but a n„rS0"f. To man> at any rate, infinite is not a

As .............e°loa.v!,a P°0tical
^  »53s«?ts t w  ^Physios. itT s

noernf ’ ACJ tiuu tM
oo^-' T6 fc0ri11 simply meaning without known

expression it may pass ; as an assertion
simply irréalisable. When

M

IK P11
O 6«» what ti!.0re cann° t bo finite parts of an infinite whole.°" 1 i,.L . 1 Cm tho Vdrv nohipn nf the nnon Iwa nonnnf>8* and w iiT  “ um the very nature of the case, ho cannot 
i tn  gT . la,J wise man will argue about conjectures ?
, Y°rk8h i^ D?IJrG> who writes from a hydropathic ostablishmont 

a fte rY nt0rms us that his health has completely broken 
vo montv»... lingering illness. His doctor orders

hi?'Vn

and
-  ..vo months „ —"ATTl. to study nof w''1_(i W‘»lo cancel all engagements, and n t-Viafc his brai * , 

C ' a{or sometime °Mr. Standring adds t »  hiB doctors 
mo both affected. We hops he Mil months.S i ers> and give himself a thorough rest issue.

U ® 0N .-D\ i y reooived. only holding to see theCB-Hen.—-Miss Vanr

; hi;
V
0>that' 
V. n "The• T
, r0Si

y°u are h é f  *C° sbowod ua your letter. 1’leasod to 
secretar»- i TIn" ’ though farming prospects are so bad.'̂ vretarv V.. . ? -------- ”See no ̂  raceiv®d your application , Parawroni, >».»■ » ,V p ^ ^ o u t & ^ P b .! outi

T, p aki
Delighted to see you aro going to

X)?.llIKU-—Acknowledged this week.
5°ath 8i'‘jIVJlî1)-~'',orbyshire Courier—Remarks—Do Dagoraa
a rch R ^ ^  Eree Piess-West—  ,w T '"1'’

__ __■ J ̂  i
-“̂ oor propaganda in Konnington p»w preeiuinkcr. Thai>i‘.R'7~Wo have not yet published an In* c 

t the cutting. 
her - ' ’
EX

„ „ W* . tress—Western Mail w
» iC R  ^ lT ’̂ r —’I'woWorlds—I s l a m i c 011UT ;tevary Digost— 
klotji» ag Observer—Light—Public 9 Pinl0I\  f .y  isdom —Hohar t  
Herc ° Leader—Railway Signal—Pioneer ,. _Xruthsookor
''W e^ '^ rav o scn d  Reporter—Boston Guard’ rh t__Twenti°th 
B6atnrvrrir?1Earo—Ironclad Ago—Secular T ,, " rs0n’s Weekly 

?  Court—Liberty—Liberator I  ear-V ^ f 68*lV6 Thinker.
t H j a . 8wd U3 newspapoi ^Ttk>.v J* passages to which 1
T'8Sh,n°,rthoEditor

rs would enhaneo tho favor by 
they wish to call our attention.

v r  :,d be addressed to- .̂uiror of tho Freethinker s iou
nu» "I'Aler-itroot, London, E.C. atroot by hrBt Ir TàcsLKüTlCEs must roach 2S Stonecutter s 

b*Un».v,s. ̂  ’ or they will not bo inserted. Tuosday U a r P Ï
b d e s i r e , Rbould roach us not later '-1 \y 8tani stil & }n Iho current issue. Otherwise the b'UjÊ  . “Owing weok.

a,̂ lter:»rVlteraturo should bo^  Z ^ ‘ E-C. sent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stono-

. ; b'eo, a. b°. forwardod, direct from tho publishing

h

hr- a  : 4r .yo. a t * 1  ; 7 , luoa. Direct, rrotn tno p<
S , . 0» a, a f Four k '‘’ following r.atos, p repa id :—Ono Year, 

M - ’ Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
f0t re•: ha?{ ^ ° rds; 6 ^ ’ n?’h!rty words, Is. 6d. ; ovory sue 

. el-'etiti„ c°iumn r \ nDliPla.ytd Advertisements:—Ono inch, 
> 8  c08?n8- 1 2s- 6d-: column, £2 5s. Special terms

C « ' « :
e i ^ ^ b e 011.fbe „„h'-o 'bco regulations to announce on tho 

68, ‘O a CQ.'scril’tiun is duo, subscribers will rocoivo 
oiored wrapper whon thoir subscription

Mr . R. 0 .  Sm ith  did not think it worth while to answer 
my letter, asking whether the time of his offer could be 
extended to the end of May, by which time there was a 
reasonable prospect of raising the £600. I was therefore 
obliged to wire him on Monday that if I did not hear from 
him on Tuesday I should regard his answer as a negative. 
This brought me a reply. “ When you have the money,” 
Mr. Smith says, “T am willing to consider your offer. I 
do not intend to bind myself again after the two failures.”

I once waited twelve months for a door to open, and I 
have been patient ever since; so I refrain from saying 
what I think of Mr. Smith’s communication. It is quite 
possible, however, that I may have a good deal to say in 
next week’s Freethinker. There comes a time when the 
only wise method is one of open publicity. When I 
disclose all, it will be seen what a trouble I have had in 
this matter.

Meanwhile I have to say that I (at any rate) do not 
“ intend ”—that is Mr. Smith’s word—to go on indefinitely 
without an understanding. I will keep this matter open, 
so far as I am concerned, until next Tuesday, and not a 
minute longer. The Freethinker goes to press on Wednesday, 
and on that morning I will write what I may think neces­
sary. I will only add that I am prepared for whatever can 
happen, and am remaining in London so as to be ready to 
deal with any emergency.

Apart from conditional promises, which are considerable, 
applications and donations have been received for about 
330 shares. Those who intend to help in this crisis must 
do so, if at all, by next Tuesday. I have already stated 
that all money received will be returned unless the matter 
is carried to a successful issue.

The South Shields Branch writes that it will take ten 
shares on condition that the other shares are taken up. 
I shall be glad to hear from other Branches, or from 
individual friends, to a similar effect.

I have received the following fresh donations: R. 
Richards, £3 3s.; T. E. M., Is.; Alpha, Is. 6d.; J. M. 
Jones, 2s.; T. Hopkins, Is.; T. Almond, Is.; A. W. 
Marks, £1 ; Mrs. B. E. Marks, £1 ; Edaw, os.

The following subscriptions have been received by Miss 
E. M. Yance: B., 5 s .; M. Christopher, 10s.; Mrs. Penny, 
10s.; E. Self, 2s. 6d.; Gr. Tabum, 2s. 6d. ; E. H., I s .; 
E. Brighton, 5s. ; Bath Friend, 2s. 6d.; Annie Embleton, 
2s. Gd.; Florence Embleton, 4s.; G. B., 5s.; Collection at 
tho Hall of Science, 10s. Shares for N .S.S .: Le Liable, £ 1 ;  
J. Proctor, £1.

There is no need to dwell any longer xxpon the general 
subject of this appeal. I have said all that I wish, and all 
that is necessary. The Secular party are in possession of 
the facts; I must leave them to decide what they will do, 
and to decide it by next Tuesday.

G. IV. FOOTE.

The Bible God.
“ Morch Nebuchim,” whose name shows he is a Hebrew 

scholar, if not a Hebrew, has the following in the Truthseeker: 
“ Can I worship him 1 No! They have made a God who is 
less good, less moral, and less intelligent than the average 
man. Can I love him? No! They have a God who likes 
blood, who incited a pack of brickmakers to plunder and 
rob nations on whom they had not the least claim, to kill 
the men, slaughter their innocent babes, and take the 
surviving wives home—a God who favored the bad and 
condemned the good. He despised the innocent offering of 
Cain, fruits of the earth, and respected that of Abel because 
there was blood ! A God who made a patriarch of that 
tricky, defrauding, cheating, rascally Jacob, and ignored 
the manly, generous, and forgiving Esau ! A Goa who 
punished the gentle and noble King Saul, and chose that 
adulterer, murderer, and hypocritical fiddler, David, the son 
of Boaz and Ruth, of cornfield fame, descendant of Judah and 
Tamar, who struck a bargain on the road to Timnath. He 
is the David who begot Solomon, the licentious, both masters 
of the art, and the God of the Bible set them aside for the 
purpose of making himself a son ! This is the Bible’s God, 
who is father of Jcsliu ben Joseph Pandra, the carpenter, 
fool and knave of Jerusalem, redeemer of the world. Selah.”
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Whit-Sunday is drawing near, and Freethinkers all over 
the kingdom should be making preparations for the Bristol 
Conference. We hope the Branches—even the smallest and 
poorest of them—will make an effort to be represented this 
year. Individual members, too, will find Bristol a nice city 
to visit. There is some fine scenery in the neighborhood. 
Our next issue will contain the Conference Agenda.

Mr. S. P. Putnam, the President of the American Secular 
Union, who is now on a visit to England, lectures this 
evening (May 12) at the Secular Hall, Camberwell. Mr. 
Robert Forder will preside. South London friends, who 
could not hear Mr. Putnam at the Hall of Science, should 
make a strong rally on this occasion. They should also tell 
their Christian friends, who might be tempted to see a wild 
Atheist from America.

The Hall of Science Libel pamphlet is now on sale at 
threepence. When the present edition is exhausted, it may 
be issued in a cheaper form for more general distribution. 
Several friends have expressed a wish that it could be 
circulated like the Atheist Shoemaker pamphlet. Mr. 
Foote will be glad to hear from Branches and individual 
Freethinkers on this point. He is prepared to spend some 
money on a cheap edition if it is really desirable.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in Glasgow last 
Sunday. He had good audiences, although the Labor 
Demonstrations were held on that day. In the evening 
eight professors from the University attended to hear Mr. 
Watts, whom they highly complimented at the close of the 
meeting. This week our colleague is busy debating in 
Glasgow with Dr. Jamieson.

To-day, Sunday, May 12, Mr. Watts lectures three times in 
Dundee. ___

An article on Charles Bradlaugh in the May Westminster 
Review, by Clarence Waterer, opens by saying: “ For 
Charles Bradlaugh the Atheist every one who values 
religious equality and liberty of conscience must feel that 
gratitude and admiration which are due to the man who, 
casting himself into the breach, bears the brunt of the 
struggle, and leaves the path clearer and easier for those 
who follow.” A sympathetic account of his life is given, 
and Mr. Waterer concludes with the remark : “ Whatever 
his contempararies may have thought of him, posterity will 
assuredly recognise in Charles Bradlaugh one of the fore 
most champions of liberty, and his life will ever remain a 
sad object-lesson of the evils that spring from bigotry, 
intolerance, and injustice.”

We notice in the Hobart Mercury that at the Tasmanian 
International Exhibition the “ Artisans’ Section” contains a 
“ Charles Bradlaugh ” musical cabinet, contributed by Mr. 
James Hall.

We commented in “Acid Drops” last week on the 
Birmingham coroner who remarked that a man who could 
not find God must be mad. Mr. Stephen Urquhart writes 
a letter, to much the same effect as our paragraph, in the 
Daily Gazette. It is well to see this foolish coroner rapped 
over the knuckles in his own city.

Imitation is the sincerest flattery. The title of Mr. 
Foote’s essay on wai\ “ .he Shadow of the Sword,” is 
borrowed by Mr. W. Evans Derby, LL.D., secretary of the 
Peace Society, who has been advertising “ a popular and 
striking lecture ’ under that heading at Spitalfields. Mr. 
Foote’s essay, which has been revised, is now in the hands 
of the Humanitarian League, and will shortly be issued as 
on<V)f the League’s propagandist pamphlets.

Mr. C. Cohen had a warm experience before leaving 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. He was announced to give an outdoor 
address. on the Quayside, and a whip-up was made for 
opposition by the blackguard who uttered that filthy libel 
at Leeds upon the London Hall of Science. This fellow and 
his supporters had a van of their own, and finding that Mr. 
Cohen had a better meeting than theirs, they deliberately 
pushed their vehicle right into the Secularists’ meeting. 
This caused a serious disturbance, and at one moment it 
looked as though the Christian Evidence van would go over 
into the liquid that engulphed the Gadareno swine. Mr. 
Cohen was invited to ascend that van, but ho replied that 
he would not stand amidst filth. He went on with his 
lecture, and held the field long after the, aforesaid black­
guard had bawled himself hoarse. The Newcastle friends 
are delighted with the way in which Mr. Cohen acquitted 
himself on this occasion.

The Christian World devotes an article to Canon Chcync’s

that bis
new work on Isaiah. Our contemporary says vu"e[igi 
conclusions “ will be sufficiently startling to the ^  0  
reader.” Hitherto the Higher Criticism has taugU ^  
two writers were concerned in the book of 
Canon Cheyne declares it to be the work of several ha 
collaboration, and that the original writing of tb ¿e 
Isaiah is not larger than that of Haggai. Much ¡̂¡j 
contents of the book is post-exilic, and it received 
form in the second half of the third century before a

The Presbyterian Synod at Newcastle-on-Tyne W 8___ p0\r,
to a committee report, which was read̂  by the^
Hutton, of Birkenhead, on the State of Religion an 
This document confesses that “ the tone of religw

life
¿3ft*  &

¡rest
>llO(at present very low, tnat mere is a painiui i®» 

in ordinances, and a general feeling of weariness and ip? jjj 
pervading the Church.” It is also admitted tb»1, ,^  
numbers outside of the Church are on the increase, 0f 
“ our young men are not being drawn to the fellp'v£: „{jar 
the Church,” and that political movements and Pjc|,i5 
sports are playing the very devil with religion. AH 
excellent good news. There is real hope for the worn 
Presbyterianism is dying. ___

In the Islamic World Salah-ud-Deen, writing on 1 Jsla®1
' ’ ’ ”"■&? < ■

m  c iu >  z o t t u f t t o  rr y  / t t t  k iu u u u i u u  x/ w u j  i? < .

and His Conquests,” says that the early Kalians 
always inculcated toleration. He declares : s
was enforced, no edicts prohibiting religious pi'aCt , . 0tip 
issued, no church or synagogue was demolished, but je 
out freedom and liberty were in eminence. Mr. 
great stress on the word ‘ scepticism ’ in his ** , vit»1 
Civilisation, and remarks that it was the chief a 
agent which overthrew the miserable fetters . a lid) 
fanaticism, and which taught the people to niarc ¡̂ci) 
way out from the camp of old and antiquated 1(1 r0̂ tb  ̂
for a long time dwarfed into insignificance the U 
civilisation. Assuredly such has been the case, a»1 -ts (,r# 
European and Mohammedan histories amply testily soCieO 
In the golden period of Mohammedan history t 
was infected with scepticism.” ,, ^

The Islamic World will do a real service to litei*1̂ ¡jbiaj* 
induces competent Arabic scholars to give. .u t ê CbI\’s 
accounts of history which may be compared W1 ,0,npO*01’ 
tian accounts, mostly derived from ignorant or un 
monkish chroniclers. ___  j,

Mr. Frederic Harrison severely criticises Mr. 
Balfour’s Foundations of Belief \n the May apd \
He complains of misconceptions and ambigmJ 
declares that, as far as Positivism is concerned, m ■ terJfl.K

.1  ippiicauon o1 jgpjbLj
because his so-called Naturalism and true Posi^

criticism of Naturalism, which he says is an 
Positivism, “ has not the slightest application .^¡gio Ai a n a  u » »  — Afr
not a single belief in common.” He describes Jn • 
liook as pervaded with the spirit of universal scePU.n vep’ijf 
of despairing quietism. “ i t  is a prose nnd.findesa ¡ntol ( 
of Omar Khayyam, that all wo do and think vani ;i«»jeS vlnP
likethewind. Änd so,since Man is abubbleaiicQ^rC ^
us -doubtingly and mockingly—put up witn ^  theSl0„i!>

: pis® <of Canterbury and the Thirty-nine Articles; 1
hardly be greater shams and fallacies than any 
heaven and earth.”

—  , f ni„gleailfVThe Humanitarian League has issued a teu rjSoDs- A  
Edward Carpenter on the humanising of our I Agjt>̂ \ey

4- -T L---------- ---- -_;--- 1~ ia flllUDv .w

circulated. Copies of the leaflet can

p&vuuuv ujuwai*. V* Ol limiUKia i .
and Edward Carpenter’s burning words oUh , : ned 
circulated. Copies of the leaflet can bo o0Qtent W 
Humanitarian League at its new office, U,il
street, London, W.C.

I lirough the efforts of Mr. A. F. Bullock,,#1 '---  bv tne
)&

Bath Branch secretary, informs us that efforts'

inrougn m e  enoris or .ur. a . r .  d i u i w , ^
is now included in the literature taken ;ttee * $  
Liberal Club. At a  recent meeting the Conn Qf& > w 
by 14 to 2 to place it in the reading-room^^.

made to get the Freethinker introduced in , '1<1 
Larkhall Liberal Clubs.

The Bristol Branch opened its outdoor leCjjr.
Mr. uiiiv f

^ «  sVonS r  Was verod by. ro ­und 1,1 yited q. but no discussion,
^ r lt  n T '1 ^ r n s e l v t ^ J ^ y  'munbers wareg W 

»her and Other lUi-r dlHtr‘ljutinX copW 
Li^] beth I' .  jifl

Z a i Z  WiUZ  *<> ™sist inRo ;  ,-'KV  Ur,nXthe In Kenaington Park on y , f
* ’ 'G  h'>ai,,incrZ e,'?rf} bivifcd fomcetn' Z l o ^

Dr D  . ' ,an«ton-ron<Uo.dny (May 12) 40 (J

xkeletZ80*10 ¿uboifdes!^“( .noticinK in Science.e to n s  v h ic h fo ^ T W  >"» discovery in ib 0rm “ « s in g  liDka between vaan
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oof r apes, says : “ The material is sufficient for a close 
ahni?!°?lcal comparison. The cubical capacity of the skull is 

two-thirds that of the human average. It is distinctly 
incri v?ePhalic—about 70°—and its norma verticalis astonish- 

*ke that of the famous Neanderthal skull. he den a 
t ^ t i i s  is Still of the simian type, but less markedly so 
'n 111 other apes. The femora are singularly human. 
Z l  P/ove beyond doubt that this creature walked
height'1! /  OI\ two le8s> and when eieC-t  Wa~ -qU1-te eqUa diT average human male. Of the various 
°^est m S •uc  ̂separate it from the highest apes and the 

latter tko \nay oe said that they bring it closer to the 
lan the former.”

The i t When Christ Ruled.
Won of th«rar>Ure °h Europe, shortly before the final dissolu­
t e  clerKV .:,0Inari Empire, fell entirely into the hands of 
°t rnanlnti’,] Wero long venerated as the sole instructors 
toeet with

__WO Clio ov»*o *no.i 0*00000
For several centuries it was extremely ran 

a layman who could read or write , an , 
work''’ ‘r^as stiU rar,“r to meet with one able to compose a 

Literature, being thus monopolised by a single 
A > aTvmed the peculiarities natural to its new masters 

as the clergy, taken as a body, looked on it as then

c°arse, it wäs7tiÜ 
Literatur«

assumed the _ _____
s the clergj — -  ¿“""ncourage inquir/ ’~ss to enforce belief rather than to writings theJ 3  n? WQnder that th displayed in their wnw g. ?Plrlt incidental 1- * ’ ■ „ meir writings.........-  -e y  m s p f e ?  profession. Hence, i““  incidental to the habits of „{benefiting soc

Mature, during many ages instead^ ^  stopping the
ttfiured it by increasing credulity, t{tude for falsel
pi°gress of knowledge. Indeed, t • men were
fe m e  so great that there was notwn*5 ^  greedy and
/ f e  to believe. Nothing came amiss apparitions,
tedulous ears. Histories of omen , 1P in tke heavens,

drange portents, monstrous appear  ̂ were repeated h
^ f e t  and most incoherent absurdities ^  hook, with as 

°uth to mouth, and copied from treasures of hum 
f e h  care as if they were the choicest trea ^  {l.0IUHUch wisdom. That Europe should have ever e . 

the Jstate is
djt^gy of man lq°S*" decisive proof of the extraordinary 
J l®ty more „ i t lnce Te cannot even conceive a condition of 
J ”lvttisation  ” • to  1hs Progress —Buckle, “ H isto ry

The
P3,rson is S fe « ?  disturbance at the re-marriage of a divorcee 
„ rS the to llave several good results. It is accentu 

v®8 on n n e!ePces of opinion among Churchmen them 
w°rl(] hnuT1 • luaportant point. It has shown the seculai 
,CaHdaU. . Pnests will brawl in church and interfere 

,t , Prevent neonle doinor what t.he.v Im vn ic\8al
r l In ■ ■ — »-»tMivvi in uiiuiuu ivim mucucM
, light °i Prevent people doing what they have : 
i ,ch is in . It shows that the Canon law of th 

that wlu„  «77  with the State, and emphasises tl 
® can, and Hr,,. °d ” Las joined together Sir Francii 'm ecan  " I '1 ' t i o d ’1 

tor
who w ail’ ^UQ extra unureft ceremon

J Clvilised Statest”em’ wLi°h «-lready the practice

mined together — --------
r(1] ‘«peal of t T ^ I)Ut asunoer. It will probably lead t 
’ '■'iv civil n, le- Lanon law, and possibly to the genera 
rn„ those \vV, arnage for all, and extra Church ceremonie m°st civ;iCh? .want them -----

Vi9

cla„a readv hre,,ai ’7 he Lead of the English Church Fnioi 
fo fe  68 of tlm ?v* a Hill into the House of Lords to repei 
c'vil V°PCed r,or JJlV0Ice Act, and not allow any marnag 
the rif îstrar m?n8> lnn°cent or otherwise, except by thk; . ti lno -v-r . ’ 1k:*'3»  ̂hurtf) 71' - — vuiomo mou ut»°
ok a°Ps do enouncing, like a monarch, that, if tr.
hatl«e mv !7 -!U?Port the Canon law of marriage, I sba 

titude towards Disestablishment.Th

OTU;re,j “°!5  however, know on which side their bread ii®»-' /h e y  mav „u...- —, 1—--— -*
b l hehish0

L xnev n * w i w n icn  s iae  tn e ir  u reau  
'Vv will ^  when about the authority of tl
? ¿is„q quietly ,c?mes to a real conllict with the Stai

--- U1 IlliVl I I
towards Disestablishment.”

S‘V „  '

f Wi]i —vJ? 11 fluietlv rr;' vu a real contact witn tue duv
jkjnt ÇPdoivment5 ve }n- The Church has only to consei 
„ as tk artiage • k,a! ld\ course, it can do as it pleasi 

âges J,': ?tate or,i 1 " Lde it is a State institution it mu 
Mthout ack®r'S-, Th-e Ritualistic clergy all want tl 

U • owledging the mastership of the State.
Acts  ̂ ^ot —
S i ! ,  »  f c f e  that, by the Church Buildir
l /  th,.rie,rs- In T ° ]et Pews in churches to other thu 

w. ' °hurchou ?ndon, however, this very often is don 
' ''nve funds absolutely prohibited 1

A IL® P
P&d jTePorts of -----
■l/.L i<jfT sko\\- Î' T.L’o'imiissioners on the subject of tl 

tf tlu7ar»t of . , l che Commissioners were all at logge 
ivuSnia« ri?c3ti„n "’orkable scheme of pensions. It lool 
hm he f , , Lcover. 7 0uId. romain in abeyance until sou 

^ctio^Plfilliflf, that tithes appropriated to this purpo 
0  tno most important of their origin

BOOK CHAT.

T hose who regard the Puritans as pioneers of liberty should 
read The Emancipation of Massachusetts, by Brooks Adams. 
The book is one long indictment of the bigotry and 
barbarism of the early settlers who sought to found a 
kingdom of God near Massachusetts Bay. Mr. Adams shows 
that their men of God were responsible for persecutions, 
punishments, and executions as iniquitous and abominable 
as those of the Inquisition. Under the reign of Christ, 
free thought of any kind had no chance. Antinomians, 
Anabaptists, Quakers, and alleged witches were ruthlessly 
crushed by imprisonment, scourgings, tortures, and hang­
ings. Mr. Adams quotes some o f  the contemporary denun­
ciations of the Quakers. Thus the Rev. John Wilson said 
he “ would carry fire in one hand and faggots in the other 
to burn all the Quakers in the world.” These Puritan pro­
testers against ropery and Church of England tyranny 
would have made model Popes and tyrants themselves.

* * *
The account of Robert Owen in The Dictionary of National 

Biography, voi. 42, is written by Leslie Stephen, who care­
fully digests the chief sources of information. He says : 
“ His system at New Lanark showed much sense and
benevolence........... His infant school was imitated by Lord
Lansdowne, Brougham, and others.” He thus relates 
Owen’s famous declaration at the City of London Tavern, 
August 21, 1817 : “ Owen had been challenged to give his 
religious views. He had discovered that the religions of the 
world were the great obstacle to progress, and he resolved 
to announce this piece of news to the meeting, though 
expecting to be ‘ torn in pieces.’ He made the statement in 
the most dramatic fashion, and thereby, he thought, struck 
the death-blow of bigotry and superstition. A pause was 
followed by a few hisses, when an ‘electric shock ’ seemed to 
pass through the audience, and a burst of ‘heartfelt 
applause’ drowned all dissent.”

* * *
Mr. Stephen makes the following remarks on Owen’s 

social experiments : “ Owen’s schemes had failed, as might 
have been expected, even upon his own principles. He had 
laid the greatest stress at New Lanark upon the necessity of 
‘ forming character ’ in infancy, and he might have inferred 
that miscellaneous collections of unprepared people would 
not have the necessary qualities for success in new under­
takings.”

*  *  *

Mr. Stephen smartly describes Owen as “ one of those 
intolerable bores who are the salt of the earth.” . . . . “ Per­
sonally, according to Robert Dale Owen, who no doubt, 
speaks the truth, he was most amiable. His ruling passion 
was benevolence ; he was exceedingly fond of children ; 
spent a fortune to promote the welfare of his race, and had 
a command of temper which enabled him to conciliate 
opponents. Ho had, appar ntly, all the obstinacy without 
the irritability generally attributed to his countrymen.”

* * *
The Westminster Review, noticing Dr. Wildeboer s Origins 

of the Canon of the Old Testament, regards it as “ finally 
disposing of the traditional theory of the supernatural origin 
and unity of the Old Testament.”

* * *
The Life of Adam Smith, by John Rae, published by Mac­

millan, is got up witli a care and minuteness which will 
probably render it the standard biography of that great 
political economist and moralist, the friend of Hume and 
one of the most typical Scotsmen that ever lived.

* * *
M. Alfred Fouillée, the distinguished French exponent of 

the philosophy of idées-forces, has selected extensive extracts 
from the writings of his able nephew, J. M. Guyau, the 
author of The Irréligion of the Future, whose early death 
in 1880 was a loss to philosophy and Freethought. They are 
issued in a volume entitled Pages Choisies de J. M. Guyau. 
The volume forms part of a collection of “ Choice Pages 
from Groat French Authors.” It will add to the fame and 
influence of a noble writer, who is too little known in 
England.

bir Henry Tyler, the pious “ guinea pig ” and instigator 
ot the prosecution of the Freethinker, has resigned, or, it 
would he more correct to say, been kicked out of, his 
presidency of the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada.

I lie Western Mail gives an illustration of the Noncon 
formist Conscience in the fact that the “ Lucky Sportsman " 
at Neath who netted £4,000 at a cotip has been solicited 
for donations and investments by various chapels in his 
vicinity.
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MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Me. C h a e l e s  W atts has made the following lecturing 
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam :—

May 12, Camberwell, 19, Bradford ; 26, Liverpool.
June 2, N.S.S. Conference; 9, Glasgow; 16, Edinburgh; 

23, Manchester ; 30, Sheffield.
July 7, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 14, Bristol; 21, Birmingham.
August 11, Fails worth.
Mr. Putnam will return to New York in August, there­

fore friends who have not engaged him should communi­
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any of the 
above towns requiring week-night lectures should arrange 
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their district on 
the Sunday.

Arrangements are being made for him to speak in Derby 
and Stockton-on-Tees during the weeks following his being 
at Manchester and Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dundee should be 
visited when he lectures in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

LONDON SECULAR FEDERATION.

Tiie Council met at the Hall of Science, May 2 ; „
Ward in the chair. Present: It. Forder, G. Stand 
J. Neate, F. Schaller, M. Loafer, A. Wheeler, W. V. Y 
W. H. Baker, W. G. Renn, C. Durant, Miss Vance, an e(j, 
Secretary. Minutes of previous meeting read and conn 
Treasurer’s report received. instcr

Grants were made to the Battersea and West®, 
Branches, and a further payment made to Mr. G. Stan ^  
off the outstanding printing account. The date o tj,e 
Annual Excursion was fixea for Sunday, July 14> anoer»te 
hope expressed that all Branches will tliis year co-°P ,lI1(J 
with the Federation. Clacton-on-Sea, Littlehampto > 
Southend were each suggested, and_ the Secretary 
instructed to make the necessary inquiries. , , s grfl

Branch secretaries are reminded that delegates 1 o8t 
much overdue, and that all matter for the monthly ¿1S 
reach the undersigned not later that May 20. ).

A n n ie  B eovvn (Hon. W

Mr. i

AN INTERVIEW WITH INGERSOLL.

T h e se  are a few among a list of questions submitted to 
Colonel Ingersoll by a recent interviewer, with the Colonel’s 
answers:—

S. Considering Sunday simply as a day of rest and ouiet, 
e from its religious significance, do you think the saloons 

should be open all that day, part of that day, or not at all 
that day 1

A. I do not think that Sunday is better than the other 
days. I do not believe in prohibition. Lots of reformers in 
New York care but little about murder and crimes of that 
kind, provided no beer is sold on Sunday. All the tem­
perance legislation has done harm.

Q. Granting that the Christian religion is faulty and 
deficient, is not the world indebted to it for much of the 
enlightenment and beneficence which characterise the nine­
teenth century 1

A. No. Orthodox Christianity has done harm, and only 
harm. It has poisoned the foundation of learning, and mis­
directed the energies of the world.

Q. In your estimation, what percentage of Christians are, 
or try to be, good for the sake of reward in the next world l 

A. I have never known one.
Q. What percentage because of fear of punishment in the 

next world t
A. I have never known one.
Q. And what percentage are good for the sake of being 

good 1
A. All that are really good are so without the hope of 

heaven or the fear of hell.

THE TRUE RELIGION.

“  Koligiou is nob of the brain.”—“ General” Booth, apeakiny at 
Boston, U.S.A.

D ow n  on your marrows and pray to the Lord ;
Whoop halleluiah and glory ;

Bang with your Bible and call it the Word ;
- Rave on the old-fashioned story ;

Out with your banjoes, and tambos, and bones ;
Don your red jerseys and bonnets ;

Flout tne philosophers living and dead ;
Damn every writer of sonnets.

Down on your marrows, and do a knee drill ;
Crawl up the stairs into glory,

For if you do not you’ll land on the grill,
In spite of the gentle Lamb gory.

Blow like the Devil through brassy trombones ;
Skip like a lunatic raving ;

March with a dozen of Janets and Johns 
If your ha’penny soul you’d be saving.

You ask why you should, for it goes’gainst your gn 
Why, the “ General’s ” just been a-saying_

That ins blessed “ religion is not of the brain,”
So start to the whooping and praying.

The Gabbblunzie.

Obituary. .
It is with deep regret that we learn of the sudden ^  

on April 21, of Lulie Monroe Power, the editress Jjj 
f  ronclad Age, at her residence, 50 Fayette-street, Indian r̂ jy 
The Indianapolis Sentinel recently spoke of her as t jts 
woman in the world who edits a paper which has 4 
mission the denial of God’s or a future existed ^ ^  
daughter of Dr. Jasper Roland Monroe, the ffiund^ 0(fjce,
Ironclad Age, she worked at the case in her father.^ ¿¡s 
setting

i zige, sue worjteu a t  tno case in u a  •„« v
in type his Freethought articles, and s 

opinions. Upon his death she bravely determined 
on the paper, keeping its old proclamation of J j lif®; 
without God,” and the motto: “ In the brief L® 
love; in the long night of death, oblivion.” ThoA'r tbe 
Magazine said of her : “ She loves humanity, evJ0 that- 
most degraded character. She goes further t*1 ^  do? 
She loves even the dumb animals. No horse, thf
ever suffers at her hands, but she treats them  ̂aiw 
greatest kindness. She abhors cruelty in gods or rec6ive 
if she could have her way, no child would ever v0rtW

by love. She is » ?„ tb« 
noble in

way,
blow, but would be governed „j __  .
wife, an affectionate mother, a noble woman in jjtef* 
relations of life, was the tenderest and kindest of d ^ eSWiciuitiuna ujl mu, yy t*o unu iuuuoiutu csnu n«»«— , giy0S *
to her parents when they were living, and nothing bj jl0no 
so much pleasure as to say or do something that »Pjj 
their memory. She loves the flowers and the try,? 
worships nature, and. above all else, loves 
‘ wherever found, on heathen or on Christian Jjiftrp-cS 
Itier portrait shows a woman of fine appearance; eye_ 
features, square chin, high forehead, and biffi 0f n 
Her loss will bo greatly felt by all the read 
Ironclad Age.

Leontine N icolle, who died last week at.Brevan^ jjio 
a Freethinking woman who devoted her lif0. / ’;» co£r,lf 
children at the Salpetrierc Hospital. The reJ 
pondent of the Dndy Chronicle says : 
years ago at the ago of sixty-eight, and was gi "'' 
for the rest of her days at Brevannes. She br°{??* nCe. j } 
of her charges to health and relative intelUK ,jl0 pay 
Academy in 1887 gave her the Montyon prize »no ¡dio
of the Academy. President Carnot t0 " " 1 -
hospital to fasten the Cross of the Legion m 
breast in the presence of the whole of th0 she.

“ She an

oreast in tne presence ot tno whole o i sn
obliged by broken health to leave her idiot9’ j0Iu<

_____  ____________ I ______ a .. a.____ i- ¿ Im r Y l  ■***■

pis0-
shown younger women how to t r e a t  thorn. 
Nicolle was a Freethinker and an Altruist.

iA d ist in g u ish e d  Italian Freethinker has Pa|  foe 1 oj 
the person of Professor Luigi Ferri, editor p<llchol°P 
Itahana di I'ilosofin, and author of If"* »; 
Pompcmazzi and a History o f Philosophy ‘ ‘

cr<
E xcom m unicating  Insects. ye3C,

-In 1479 the inhabitants of Lausane we . j  tb u 
e number of insects who completely G s lA

.ie matter was brought before the »l (|,nt P
Montferrand, who solemnly issued a tresl,a4pd, |l,(i.Tiuiiuciiauu, who solem nly issued iv (rCsPl"',ll n
appear before him and answer for tne uSe, ; ceiBfip 
gave them an advocate to plead , eir.i .(„Tia an1* ‘¡ty 
hearing his plea, gravely pronounced ana a Y
nf P.ymmmunion«:,.» --- flw. 1 \ jBcC- A  °l (I

an rats  Ur Vaud, i>. 87, relates l l i i s  r«lU' j (he 
old superstition, did not also record w . fia' ( . 
to plead for the insect . Certainly h0 f* tb0BB 
God, having given them life, also alio 
it, though at the expense of human kin
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THE JEW’S CONVERSION.
ip A j e u  d'esprit.

Vnded, like Tennyson’s “ Voyage of Maeldune,” on an Irish 
legend.)

A sailor At the hour of death 
At last repented of his sins.

A priest is called, and in his ear 
A long confession Jack begins.

A grievous tale it was to hear—
The priest he listened to the end.

1 If one good deed thou hast done,” he said,
“ Perhaps the Church may still befriend.

“ I have,” said Jack. “ My sins are great;
My righteous acts are very few. 

but once, my father, grace I had 
To make a convert of a Jew.

This cheating knave and usurer 
Had plundered Christians many a year.

' hie day, when none beheld but I,
•>y chance he tumbled from a pier.

I seized an oar, put off a boat,
And close beside old Moses brought her ; 

Stretched out my hand, caught his grey hair, 
And held his head above the water.

1 Til save your life ! O Jew,’ I cried,
,, If your false creed you will forego ; 
Become a Christian, be baptised.^

He shook his head ; I let him go.

Twice he sank and rose again.
At length my argument prevailed— 

the truth had dawned upon his mind,
Cr else the rascal’s courage failed.

tarn a Christian, Jack !’ he cried ;
My evil creed I have forsaken : 

hlenceforth I’ll feed on pork and ham, 
Except in Lent. Pray save my bacon !’

In name of Father and of Son, _
Ana Holy Ghost, I—by immersion—
W t'lat wretch, who, but for me, 
tlad lived and died without conversion.

Thus did I force an infidel 
l u a pious resolution ; 

rn!tor tins righteous deed I pray 
that you will grant me absolution.”

“ How fared the Jewl” inquired the priest.
“ O, holy father, do not frown ; 

l feared, if saved, he might relapse ;
To save his soul I  let him drown.

The priest has issued from the door,
And Jack, with all his sins forgiven, 

hirst drank a dram, next sang a psalm ,
Then quickly died and went to heaven.

J. A. R icha rd son .

Syriac Gospel comes to light and tells us Jesus was begotten 
by his mother’s husband !—the most terrible calamity that 
ever befel the Church. Now, which is blasphemy, to say 
Jesus was the son of Mary by the Holy Ghost, who was not 
her husband, or to say he was her son by Joseph, who was 
her husband 1 We wish divines would answer us that 
question, for we have no wish to misrepresent anybody’s 
family affairs.

Ana here another question startetli up. Only twenty-five 
years ago the unchangeable Church of Rome dogmatically 
affirmed the Immaculate conception ; and now this ancient 
Syriac Gospel comes to confound them. The Syriac Gospel, 
we presume, must go to the Index—that is, the Popish hell 
for honest books. But still the question is, Who is the 
blasphemer—he who says Mary was an honest woman, or he 
who says the contrary f

What is blasphemy 1 A cowardly cry raised by cowardly 
priests to frighten people away from their consecrated 
trumpery, to keep the public from investigating the holy 
mysteries and tricks of their trade; a cry raised in defence 
of the most rascally conduct, the most rascally imposture 
and tyranny that could be conceived.—Liberator.

WHAT IS BLASPHEMY?
{¡JtAT ia —
¡Rs.j0nr't Un,!!em7  according to the latest authorities 1 
W ; ation of It used to  be blasphemy to question the 
V > i ^ t i o n \ ny I)a,rt of the Bible ; now you can question 

t nol,K°dly origin of the entire book, and not 
W  as , < ou 't If Moses and others named in the
Ite« :18 ftothiii 1 j lP,PC!lrances there was once blasphemy ; 

>anv °.n *as J t i  ‘V® ™rt now. To call the prophecies in  
*U blasphemy in former days, and lu>w 

the to tr.nSOû s wcre damned on that count it is
W t̂ Pheciea eV  now it is almost blasphemy to believe
"ibiuh ;<1 tli,. former times ho who doubted lb ‘11 anil 
SlRti « arm’s lerw'lu y»°f Satan was not far from blazes, and 

ty^ race p, ®f the Devil; but now it is a positive

CORRESPONDENCE.

METHODS OF SALVATION.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,—Many of your readers have doubtless seen the 
advertisement in various papers for printers’ laborers and 
other workmen, with a condition attached that “ applicants 
must be Salvationists or willing to become such.” On behalf 
of the organised printers’ laborers, I recently interviewed 
Colonel Bremner, of the Salvation Army printing depart­
ment, and learned from him that their printing office was 
not a business house, but a “ religious ” undertaking, and 
that it was their intention to discharge such hands as were 
not Salvationists.

That a wholesale reduction of wages is the real object 
sought appears to be established by the fact that a number 
of half-trained compositors, gathered from provincial towns, 
are at present engaged in the Army’s packing warehouse 
awaiting the discharge of the present staff, who, to quote 
from Colonel Bremner, “ will lie got rid of one at a time.”

There are, too, in the warehouse department men taken 
from the “ Social Wing.” For the heavy work of packing 
these men receive but 2s. Gd. per day. Cases where men 
profess Salvation at the behest of Colonel Bremner are 
frequent—its refusal means the loss of their bread.

One objection raised by Colonel Bremner was that the 
non-Salvationist laborers were apt to go into public-houses 
when their work was done—a tiling he would not tolerate. 
Now, sir, these men frequently work forty-one hours at a 
stretch, from 6 a.m. on Monday morning till 11 o’clock on 
Tuesday evening. After that time their liberty ¿o have a 
glass of beer is not admitted by Colonel Bremner, who, by- 
the-bye, does not perform the work of a printers’ laborer.

Those workmen who have recently been discharged to 
make room for inexperienced Salvationists have, for the 
most part, been in the Army employ for periods ranging 
from seven to thirteen years. Altogether, the present 
management of the Salvation Army printing office ill accords 
with the past traditions of the Army or the present pro­
fessions of its founder.—Yours, etc.T. O’G rady

(Secretary, Printers' Laborers' Union)

P R O F A N E  J OKE S .

lnnr-1 ~ a;ovii ; uut now m i
in 6TTVere von* at.^°Ib Nick and his den 

RtoJ&Srffi or (]'" 11 WRs rank blasphemy to deny the 
« a l ^ g ^ y  is «n <>eternal "iisliip of Jesus; but now 

lilltled 0f ,°n tbo other side, and jieoplo are 
Utv,i?e dd: "'hat was formerly most necessary to

UuctioUlterOU8 kirth of Jesus was once insisted 
11 not to be described ; now an ancient

A clergyman at a wedding addressed the congregation— 
“ If any here present can show just cause why this man and 
this woman may not lawfully be joined together in holy 
wedlock, let him now speak, or for ever after hold his 
peace.” The groom casually laid a pair of revolvers on the 
railing in front of him, and the ceremony proceeded.

One Saturday morning two little boys were playing 
marbles on the steps of Trinity Church. The pastor, 
coming out and seeing them, said: “ My little men, don’t 
you know it is wrong to play marbles on the steps of the 
house of God ?” One of the little fellows answered: “Oh, 
God isn’t here to-day. He’s over the way at the Jewish 
synagogue.”

Dimbleby—“ So you believe in the efficacy of prayer 
uncle. But suppose a neighbor’s chicken should hop by 
your kitchen door, and you should get down on your knees 
and pray for that chicken to enter: do you think your 
prayer would bo granted ?” Uncle Ebon—“ I mos’ sartinly 
do, sail. But, o’ course, I’d have to sprinkle a few grains o’ 
co’n on do step, sail.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON.
H all of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.): 7, musical selections ; 7.30, 

Touzeau Parris, “ The Resurrection : Fact and Fiction.”
Battersea Secular H all (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

Harry Barnes, “ The Independent Labor Party.” Tuesday, at 8, dancing.
Cam berw ell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30, 

S. P. Putnam, “ The Bible and Modern Thought.”
East London (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile-end-road, E.) : 8, Dr. 

C. R. Drysdale, “ Low Wages, Want of Work, and the Population 
Question.”

W est L ondon E thical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15, 
Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ John Ball’s Rhymes and Fourteenth-Century 
Socialism.”

West H am Secular Ethical Society (61 West H am-lanel: 7, 
Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ The Aims and Claims of the Ethical Movement.” 

West London Branch (“ Sun in Splendor,” Portobello-road, 
Notting Hill Gate) : Monday, at 8.30, business meeting.

Open -Air  P ropaganda .
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, a lecture.
Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, C. James will lecture. 
Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ How I  became a Secu 

larist.”
Deptford Broadway : 6.30, 0. James will lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, Stanley Jones, “ Miracles and 

Science.”
F insbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.15, E. Calvert, “ Christianity 

and Secularism: which is the Savior of Man ?” 3.15, E. Calvert, 
“ Religious and Scientific Hypotheses 6.30, A. Guest, “ A Freethought 
Sermon from a Pious Text.”

H ammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, W. Heaford, “ God and 
the Problem of Evil.” Thursday, at 8, S. E. Easton, “ Some Old Tales 
Re-told.”

H yde P ark  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ God and the 
Problem of E vil”; 3.30, W. Heaford, “ Why we do Not Believe in 
Christianity.” Wednesday, at 8, F. Haslam will lecture.

I slington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.80, A. Guest, “ A 
Freethought Sermon from a Pious Text.”

Kilburn (High-road) : 6.30, S. E. Easton, “ Under which Flag ?” 
Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, a lecture 
Mile End Waste : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Brain and the Bible.” 
Old P imlico P i e r : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Atonement.” 
Regent’s P ark (near Gloucester G ate): 3, W. J . Ramsey, “ Salvation 

by Proxy ”—Part II.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 11.16, a lecture; 3.15, A. B. 

Moss will lecture.
W ood GnEEN (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Woman : 

Past, Present, and Future ”; 7, S. R. Thompson, 11 Is there a Life Beyond 
the Grave ?”

COUNTRY.
Blackburn : 3, members’ meeting at secretary's house 
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7. 

Children's entertainment.
Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12. Business 

meeting ; 6.30, social re-union.
H ull (St. George’s Hail, Storoy-street): 7, A. Monro, “ Christ and 

Ally Sloper.”
Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7. L. Small, B.Sc., 

“ Darwinism and Socialism.”
Manchester Secular H all (Rusholme-road, All S ain ts): 11. 

Leonard Hall, “ Trade Hnionism and Socialism”; 3, “ The Irish 
Question and the I.L.P.”; 6.30, “ The Case for the I.L.P.”

Sheffield S ecular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
11, 0. Cohen. “ Darwinism and Democracy”; 3, “ Is the Belief in Ood 
Reasonable?*7, “ Scepticism : its Meaning and its Value.” Tea at 5.

SoUTn Shields (Captain Duncan's Navigation School, King-street) : 
7, An address.

Stockton-on-T ees  (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, Mr. Yates, “ God and 
the Bible.”

S u n d er la n d  (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office): 
7, The Librarian, “ The Delusion of Prayer.”

Open-Air P ropaganda.
Bristol (Eistville Park, lower end): 7, J. W. Treasure, “ Christianity 

and Labor.”
Newcastle-on-Tyne (Quayside—weather permitting) : 11,0. Aarstadt 

will lecture.

Lecturers" E n gagem en ts.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—May 12, Sheffield ; 

19, Manchester; 23, Wood Green; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a. Victoria 
Park, e. Wood Green ; 30, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—May 12, m. 
Wood Green, a. Tottenham, e. Edmonton ; 19, in. Finsbury, e. Deptford ; 
22, Hyde Park ; 26, m. Wood Green, a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 30, 
Hammersmith.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Orcdon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—May 12, m. 
Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 19, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 
26, m. Olerkenwell.

T. THURLOW, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—May 19, m. Kingsland. June 2. 
m. Finsbury Park ; 19, m. Kingsland. July 17, m. Kingsland.

Christ’s M althusianism  and th e  Traces
o f His W ife and Sons. Twopence. 

London : W. R eev es , 185 Flect-stroet, E.C.

C1TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
Somerset House).—-TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 

orlower set, £1- Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If vou pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum. 7s. 6d. each on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d ; extraction, 
Is .; painless by gas, Bs.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.G

Now Ready, Price Twopence,

IS S U I C I D E  A Si N ■
Bv COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Together with the Reply of M o n s ig n o r  D uckv. 

London: R. Forder, 28 S tonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

L A S T  W O RD S ON S U I C H E

A  Reply to the Critics of “ Is Suicide a Sin l 

By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. IngersoH-

AN A ONOil'11-cl

AN
Oil11AON'

Rep1?

S ome M ista k es  ok M oses. W hy  am T 
The only complete edition in Part l. 2d.
England. Accurate as Colenso, WHY AM I 
and fascinating as a novel. 132pp. Part II. 2d.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. FAITH AND FACT. 

D efen ce  of F r e eth o u o h t . Dr. Field. 2d. ,i yep1
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial Q qd AND M an . S<!U° u 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. to Dr* 2d.
6d. -  ~  - -  /s-m in.

T iie  G ods. 6d.
R eply  to G ladstone . With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

id

f i
A  D iscu ssion  withi the ^ro0Jfor
OoudertandGov.B. n-
id . t ’d 1“'

T h e  D yin g  C rkÌÌ1’;lKr.\T’vp 
T h e  L im its  of j,°nLjîon /•  >

R ome o k  R e a s o n  1 A  R ep ly  rp ¿ E H o u s e h o l d of
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 2d.

C r im es  a g a in st  C r im in a l s , ^ rt and  Mo r a lity  .
2(1.

3d.
O ration  on W alt W h itm a n .

3d.
O ra tio n  on V o lta ire . 3d. 
Ab r a h a m  L inco ln . 3d. 
P a in e  th e  P io n eer . 2d. 
H u m a nity’s D ebt to T homas 

P aine. 2d.
E r n est  R en a n  and  J esus 

Christ. 2d.
T ru e  R elig io n . 2d.
T h e  T h r ee  P h il a n t h r o pis t s . 

2d.
L ove t h e  R e d eem er . 2d. 
G od and  th e  S ta te . 2d.

Jl«1'Do I B lasphem e • ^
T h e  C lergy  and 

Sense. 2d. oj .
S ocial S alvation^ , A 
M ar ria g e  and  D iy 1

Agnostic’s View. -
S k u lls . 2d. K l '1. 
T h e  G reat  M is >a 
L iv e  T opics. ld v „ !«■
M yth  and  M IRi  i <1
Real B lasphem y . 
R e pa ir in g  th e  ^  1<J
C h r ist  and  ^ ity. 
C reeds & S p ikiT

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKeF'
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G l l A N G K -
. . . J’0rde

Of all Nowsagonts to  order. Wholesale, i •

Price Is. ; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post fr

FEE GRAND OLD -
A  R E P L Y  TO THE GRAND OLD *

G.
BY

W. F O O T E . ,9^
-  "•  - r -in Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. ) • 0 ” yt«

“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scr»l ^  -ttoNOI1?0
Contents ¡—Preface—Preliminary View—The Dr®i(5rr0bor>

'all of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation 
criptiiro—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Bceptici ^

London : R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,
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ALLÏNS0N FOR HEALTH. ̂» —HO Mg
c o n s u l t a t i o n s — zo a.m. to i  p .m., ios. 6d.;

Patients Visited.M Pnr« 6P-m-to 8p .m. , j s .
e s s a y s . V oI. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Teeth,
-vUiains . . — -»mmaxo. voi. a .  ror rosiai uraer ior is.
°̂bacco, Tk! ^ 5- 9n Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The .

!°?. B iiuj* Dn^  Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa- 
sJ«U, n ’ Eczema, Hlackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
1 Itch etc L°mplaints. Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

plains
f0?T,and its M .n,0n Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
Co*?* Thin fnr* Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
'film ’ ^Wwnrm it tout $ Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 

1̂°Urs. etc ’ Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

J S N t

e s s a y s . Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

S> m s Article* 1 Voi. I I I .  For Postal Order for is. 2d,
Hundl^ ^omestir°Prt-^ 0 Death, Management of Young Children, Un*
Attfap.-̂  Years to if00*’ How to Grow TaU, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
Vari**; On the PalmProv* the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 

Boilc ^ ure ° f  Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Merc„_^°Ugh, ChilM-* %arh>uucles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 

lns* Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

M°î ains Articé ®®^AYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d. 
^?kon¡!LE<í2d. thenT ^ r^enH¡JL Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
?lher a&' Ton¡Cs A*a5̂ aí0 e. ? ou^lces, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
k'Ce, CK;Ii es’ Also ('•,,,_nst rStimulants jn Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
*CrPes rf^n-Pox Svno v .  Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 

SriA t̂ter or’ SH?nr»T \ ^  Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 
TUr>,-.tlCa» Psoriasis Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Influ- 

C, ^ D l C A T  S a c f  m Enghsh leprosy, etc.
C f e  Articas iT^^S. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d. 
m̂ tiaii ’ga in in g  T̂ aíer» Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for
t.°°thacK- 7?1 ¿oil rv.i i . tting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
uWids tf-Soie Mouth Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,
v°Unds Painting’ , us Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes andn ’» A’aintirur a , a i-»ancc, \.joure. Mumps, innamea iLyes ana 

^Urns, Scalds, B ru^c  CX/ '  Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,

N  ̂°honej, strongly and neatly bound, price Gs. 0d., post free 
^®*DICINE. For Postal Order for is . id .—An Eye Opene

A $ u 1fA 'i 1TS ca u se a n d  c u r e . 
j,.0;iSUMl>TpnSES,X,ION- Post fr« for 7d.
4 <i«ie n  , , : ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d
THREE p in One Vol., post free, 9i. 6d. Se
* ,J'0 OK Fn J’IU 'E IS  EOR YOUNG M EN. For Postal Order for is. id. 

UK- MARRIF.D WOMEN. For Postal Order for is . ad.

es, etc.

Eye Opener to 

Post free for jd.

7d.
Send Postal Order.

Ml
’’itínñ

ttcation» to he addressed to— ^

* ^  *:

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I v

T«UE MORALITY, or THE THEORY 
PRACTICE o f n e o -m a lth u sja

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., 1 ■ • • ’ utureii.
fogei, with portrait and auiojrapk, bound m c “

,  Price Is., post f r tl .  ttie poor, the
kostinm°rder lo brin8 the information within a'oampU*t of
»t OS» J„ottant parts Of the book are issued 111 a P i!?Por distribution 1 • » <Wn KSNt i Post free 2d. Copies of the pamp

î a' t & '  • • of September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’lesli îan ther-- an almost " '̂ _j  — - . t,\ic lico*».most unexceptionable ^ » te  ftppeala J“em̂ eo- ,-rawg - “ '■neory and practice . . • and ^ olmea’ service toT b®combi-liahi?'.• • • The special value of Mr. J  era\\y 1» just ni ra\
^W i^y.oanse and to human-well-being g ^  physical » d icll it
''-‘‘-':'̂ or tVu,-?amPh'ot of aPuin statement • of the means By the'an he l  fanuH  limitation with a piain aoeou ,cquisitcs

an offer to ail concerned of
1he> 98lb'e prices.” _  nrvsdale.Dr. Al'Batt,anaotVaL^ncil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dry g o .
IheT^a aiao spoken of it in very BigB term - t, London,snpplied by U. FoRMtR, 28 Stonecutter

er* should he sent to the author. oC R IC S .
‘ • D - _  . . .  RANNEY, W ANTAOE, B E R r _

^  Rendell’s  “ W ife’s
E)V t^ d ed  h  ̂ Mrs. Besant in La,° n- ( J  solely by ^ ’larger^ w e lu ,W,/ e , tfandfcoofc, p. 5J. Made ^ .¿(reduction '"  

Dlerkenweli; L  per do/.., P«J■ « 2  ' por particulars send stamped en

I M P O R T A N T  C  A  U  J e\,?ders and obemists, useless imitations substituted by » t,clng BPe"
. Rondell & Co. ” and “ J. IV'. Rcndall 
'nttoduced to deceive the public. ManK

00K ion A.UTOQIIAPH Reqistkbet)

^  C  No. 182,688.
^ A h  6d°n ® Syr¡n 11 l!l>x> WITHOUT WHICH NoVR AUF. GRNUINK.
W » ^aVt’s Palfrev ' thn'' erî ’ca '  and  Reverse C urrent, 3s. Cd., 4s. (id., 

'  v . f e p .,  n'ne P o^ .,,1 O'vder l 8. 2d. Quinine Com pound, Is. 2d.
^ dELl ers’3"-l>er doz- A“ I,rices I'0stfree-

’ C hadw ell-st., C lerkenw ell, E.C.

PU,'-‘«ly

302 pp., superior paper, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. post free,

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
[Second Series]

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Luscious Piety 
The Jewish Sabbath 
God’s Day
Professor Stokes on Im­

mortality 
Paul Bert
Converting a Corpse 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost 
Christ and Brotherhood 
The Sons of God 
Melchizedek 
S’w’elp me God 
Infidel Hdmes 
Are Atheists Cruel ? 
Are Atheists Wicked ? 
Rain Doctors 
Pious Puerilities 
“ Thus Saith the Lord ” 
Believe or be Damned 
Christian Charity 
Religion and Money 
Clotted Bosh 
Lord Bacon on Atheism

C ontents

Christianity & Slavery 
Christ 1Jp to Date 
Secularism and Chris­

tianity
Altar and Throne 
Martin Luther 
The Praise of Folly 
A Lost Soul 
Happy in Hell 
The Act of God 
Keir Hardie on Christ 
Blessed be ye Poor 
Converted Infidels 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost 
Talmage on the Bible 
Mrs. Besant on Death 

and After
The Poets and Liberal 

Theology
Christianity and Labor 
Dueling

Au Easter Egg for 
Christians

Down Among the Dead 
Men

Smirching a Hero 
Kit Marlowe and Jesus 

Christ
Jehovah the Ripper 
The Parson’s Living 

Wage
Did Bradlaugh Back­

slide ?
Frederic Harrison on 

Atheism 
Save the Bible 1 
Forgive and Forget 
The Star of Bethlehem 
The Great Ghost 
Atheism and the French 

Revolution 
Pigottism 
Jesus at the Derby 
Atheist Murderers 
A Religion for Eunuchs 

! Rose-Water Religion
London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Is., post free,

SATIRES AND PROFANITIES
BY

. JAMES THOMSON (B.V.)
(  Author o f  “  The City o f Dread fid Night " ).

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son. 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in the Rocky 
Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Commission of 
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The One Thing 
Needful.

“ I t cannot be neglected by any who are interested in one of the most 
pathetic personages of our time.”—Academy.

“ As clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World.
“ Well worth preserving.”— Weekly Dispatch.
“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift.”— Oldham Chronicle.

London : R. Foriler, 28 Stonecutter-street, E C.

Freethought Publications.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. By G. W. Foote and 
.1. M. Wheeler. Hundreds of exact references to Standard 
Authorities. No jiains spared to mako it a complete, trust­
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters: — 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to 
Hypatia; 3, Monkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 
G, Rise of the Papacy ; 7, Crimes of tho Popes; 8, Persecution 
of tho Jews ; 9, The Crusados. Cloth, gilt, 21G pp., 2s. 6d.

Biblo Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
Edited by (5. W. Foote and IV. P. Ball. Complete, pajier 
covors, Is. 4d.; superior odition, on superfine paper, bound in 
cloth, 2s.

The Jew ish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or 
Book of tlio Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface 
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 
Papor covors, 6d.; superior odition, superfino paper, cloth, Is.

Biblo Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship and other Curious 
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Illustrated, superior 
paper, 2s. 6d.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of A ll A ges and 
Nations. By J. M. Whoeler. Handsomely bound in cloth, 
7s. Gd.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman (Atheist 
Brother of tho Into Cardinal Newman). With a l’refnco bv Goorge 
Jacob Holyoako, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. 
Is. Gd.

Darwin Mado Easy. By Dr. Edward B. Aveling, Fellow of the 
London University. This is tho best popular exposition of 
Darwinism extant.’ Cloth, Is.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

fPO FREETHINKERS. -Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
1 SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices First-class

8tyle and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great
Oastle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers
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LOT 11 One Pair All-Wool Blankets. 
One Pair Sheets.
One Quilt.
One Table Cloth.

MARVELLOUS SALE.

8 7 2  PARCELS REDUCED TO 4 2 3
IN 14 DAYS.

S end  a t  O nce, o p  you wi11 be to o  L a te .

ONLY 19/- PER PARCEL TO CLEAR.
N ot more th an  Two Pax-cels will be Sold to One Person.

NEW SPRING PATTERNS NOW READ*
' ♦

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD'

3d. N O W  R E A D Y  ^

THE

64pp.

HALL OF SCIENCE 
LIBEL CASE.

W ITH A

FU LL A N D  TRU E ACCOUNT

OF

“ T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”

E d it e d , w it h  I n t r o d u c t io n ,

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

132 pp., price I s . ; bound in cloth, Is. fid., post free,

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.
BY

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

The only Complete Edition published in England.

A c c u r a t e  a s  C o l e n so , a n d  F a s c in a t in g  as  a N o v e l .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Freethought Headquarters
AND

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL-
---------  r F1*1̂

In  order to  provide Suitable Headquarters for the ^ie*de
in London, which «hall also bo a worthy Memorial o f11 
Charles  B radlaugh , th e

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (LlMlT;
®p)

Of th*
has been formed under the Friendly Society’s Acts- an<J . g, 
M r . G. W . F oote, President o f  the N .S .S ., is ChairM* ^  
one of the Directors is, and m ust be, also a  member (l

This can only be done by the assistance of the g),0rt3 IK*’ 
P arty , who are hereby appealed to  earnestly. ijcati 
each, payable in easy instalm ents of 2s. Gd. on »PP11 onths 1 
on allotm ent, and 2s. Gd. on each call, of which two 
m ust be given.

FO R M  O F A P P L IC A T IO N • .
Gentlem en ,— _ ^  Sec°;^

Please allot m e......... .Shares in the “ N-Y  ̂  ̂ fret6*' ̂
.ent ‘ dor

tíHall Society, Lim ited,” on account of which allo ts1' ^
hand you the  sum of...........pounds........... shilling3’ ” j  lie'1 ■
of...........pounds........... shillings per sharo thereon. ,
agree tha t, if adm itted  a  Shareholder in the nbovo^ ^  
I  will conform to its rules, and to  such of its by° 
from timo to  tim e in force.

as tp»r

Name (  in fu ll). 

Postal address .

Occupation ( i f  any)

CUT TH IS  OUT AND FILL
and forward (with rem ittance) to  tho Sect0 

M IS S  E. M . V AN C E ,

28 Stonecutter-street, London, A-

IT
itatf'

I I'd-

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Ston«*1 
London, E.O.


