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who instigated the Act, wished to put down. Meetings
for discussing religion were therefore prohibited, and
entertainments were included just to make the Act look a
little less intolerant. Nor is it exactly true that only a
charge for admission to such assemblies is made illegal by
the Act. In our opinion—and it is endorsed by our
solicitors—the taking of money at all is prohibited ; and, if
the Act were strictly and impartially enforced, not only a
charge at the doors, or an admission by saleable tickets,
but even a collection, would render the responsible persons
liable to penalties.

Mr. Hughes’s organ thinks it “ significant” that “ with-
out enforcing the illegal charge for admission these enter-
tainments cannot he made to pay.” But, in the first place,
is it not hypocrisy to call Sunday lectures “ entertain-
ments,” merely because the lecturer happens to have a
broad face, instead of a long one 1 The object of this
designation is simply to bring “ lectures ” within the scope
of the Act. And, in the next place, we should like to know
why a lecture should not be paid for by the people who
hear it ? What is the essential difference between hiring a
pew quarterly, and paying for your seat when you attend 1
Ministers of religion depend, at least to some extent, upon
tho seat-money of their congregations. What impudent
hypocrisy they display, therefore, when they turn up the
whites of their eyes against Sunday lecturers who tap the
same source of income !

“ These lectures,” the Methodist Times says, “ are
exceedingly profitable to professional lecturers.” Well,
why should they not be 1 Is not a lecturer as good as a
preacher ? Why should not Sir Robert Ball be paid ten or
fifteen pounds for teaching the truths of astronomy, when
clergymen get hundreds a year, and sometimes thousands,
for preaching the inspiration of a book which represents the
earth as flat, and relates a cock-and-bull story of the sun
and moon being stopped while the Jews went on with a
massacre ? Really, it is the clergy, and not the lecturers,
who ought to be ashamed of themselves.

In tho Leeds case it is admitted that “ the immediate
promoters do not seek pecuniary gain.” What is their
crime then 1 Tho Methodist Times says they are “ extremely
blatant and self-righteous.” But this offence is not punish-
able at law; otherwise, it would go hard with a good many
Mothodists, and Mr. Hughes himself would be in serious
danger of fine or imprisonment.

Our contemporary, in its beautiful, urbane fashion,
speaks of the “ yells of delight” with which the lovers of
Sunday freedom greeted a pronouncement by a Committee
of Convocation in favor of the Sunday opening of museums,
picturo-galleries, and libraries. It rejoices that the Com-
mittee’s report was rejected ; and then announces, with a
final blast of tho Methodist trumpet, that “ the demand
for the Sunday oponing of such institutions is a mere fad
of a handful of benevolent cranks who live in an imaginary
world of their own.”

Lot us seo who aro these Sunday cranks. They include
tho most illustrious names in science, literature, and art.
What sort of a philosophy is it which regards Mr. Price
Hughes as tho standard of sanity, and sets down as cranks
such men as Mr. Herbert Spencer, Professor Huxley, Sir
Robert Ball, Sir Frederic Leighton, and Mr. Burne Jones 1
And what i3 it that theso “ cranks” demand 1 They do not
want to closo the Gospel-shops and make the men of God
rest themselves on the day when they condemn others to
inaction 1 Thoy simply say that the Church should not
be allowod to play tho part of the dog in the manger. Let



274

those who like go to church ; let those who like go to a
museum, a library, an art gallery, or a lecture hall. Do
not let those who prefer one place say to their fellow
citizens, “ You shall go there or nowhere.” Let us have
fair play all round.

Such is the demand of the Sunday cranks. And they
will win. It is only a question of time. They are
“cranks” to the Sunday bigots, who understand by
“liberty ” the right to do as they please, and to make
other people do as they do. But they are really the
champions of justice, liberality, and enlightenment; and
they may well despise the railing of their adversaries, in
the sure faith that history will ratify the verdict of their
own consciences, G. W. FOOTE.

WHEN CHRIST RULED.

It is useful to look back and observe what Christianity
actually was in the days of its power. Now-a-days it poses
as everything that is gentle, benign, and helping to civi-
lisation. Yet it cannot get rid of the damning fact that
war, slavery, oppression, and persecution accompanied its
career during the days of its supremacy. It has the blood
of myriads of heretics and Jews and of millions of so-called
witches on its track. In its palmy days the Christian
Church literally revelled in cruelty. Punishments by
torture and death by fire were the natural results of a
creed which taught that God needed a blood atonement,
and would punish the immense majority of his creatures
in ever-burning hell. Mr. Lecky says of these dogmas:
“ We can never conceive the intense vividness with which
these conceptions wore realised, or the madness and misery
they produced. For those were ages of implicit and un-
faltering credulity; they were ages when none of the
distractions of the present day divided the intellect, and
when theology was the single focus upon which the imagi-
nation was concentrated. They were ages, too, when the
modern tendency to soften or avoid repulsive images was
altogether unknown.” What must have been the feelings
of those who believed in diabolical possession, a doctrino
distinctly taught in the New Testament, as fully shown
in Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible ; and who believed that
they themselves or those they held dear were the victims
of the wiles of the devil 1

Christianity tended from the first to withdraw men's
minds from the concerns of this world, and to concentrate
them upon another lifo; and no fact in history is more
patent than that the triumph of Christianity was followed
by the decline of Pagan civilisation. Literature passed
from the hands of poets, philosophers, and historians to
those of monks and theologians, and then almost totally
declined. Bury, in his history of The Later lloman Empire
(i. 311), says: “ The spirit of early Christianity was a
most favorable atmosphere for the stilling of humane
literature ; and as Christian theology becamo current, and
Christian ideas penetrated the minds of men, little breath-
ing-space was left for the faint life of that humane literature
which had already try ‘died so far from its former heights.”
From the first ages a dislike of Pagan learning was general
among Christians.

Warned by the apostles to beware of philosophy and the
knowledge which puffeth up, they despised the vain science
and learning of a world they expected soon to pass away.
Those only of the Fathers who wero converted from
Paganism retained somewhat of the philosophic temper,
like Origen, Clement, and Augustine. But once Chris-
tianity had obtained complete victory, and its effects wero
seen in the destruction of libraries, the decline of learning,
and the long night of the Dark Ages.

In Pagan Rome books were common, and sold at
comparatively low prices. When Christ ruled books were
so scarce that none but the wealthiest could purchase them.
Charles V., who began to reign 1365, formed the first
royal library, and when the English took Paris in 1425 the
collection only amounted to about 853 volumes. When,
in 1471, Louis Xl. borrowed the works of Averroes, the
Arabian, from the faculty of medicine in Paris, he had to
deposit in pledge a considerable quantity of plate, and to
procure a nobleman to join with him as surety in a deed
binding himself under a great forfeiture to restore them.
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Bucklo declares that such learning as there was EI L
days when Christ ruled, only ministered to ignorance,
saysi— i

“ From the sixth to the tenth century there
in all Europe more than three or four menw , ived®
think for themselves; and even they were 0®*®”"
veil their meaning in obscure and mystical lanr
The remaining part of society was, during W !Srdir
centuries, sunk in the most degraded ignorance. 8]
these circumstances, the few who were able t , d?
confined their studies to works which encourag . @
strengthened their superstition, such as the leg«1jje$
the saints and the homilies of the Fathers. Fro~ o
sources they drew those lying and impudent ®
which the theology of the time is principally coWP

The ages that wore pre-eminently Christian ~
pre-eminently dark. Violence, tyranny, spoliation ™
pestilence characterised them. The people were M5 jgu
nobles, robbers. The ages of faith, as Mr. J. p- Mt
has shown in his Service of Man, were ages of iI®m’, &t
He says with truth and force : “ The temperature °
rises steadily, as we penetrate into the past, almost' ]
regularity which marks the rise of the physical tempe* j&@
of the air as we descend into a deep mine ; but a
and defiance of morality are found to ascend in il
ponding .ratio.” Faith abounded, all scepticism *
stamped out; but it was powerless to prove M/
brutality of the Middle Ages seen in the records
Crusades and of the Inquisition. . tanty

But it may be said all this was Catholic Clms fi-
Christ was not really nding, but under a clou >
shadowed by the head.of the Church. W e ik la »
Protestantism was an improvement, so far as 11i, qdid
right of private judgment; but what little good J ji
largely mitigated by its substitution of the Bm j A
infallible fetish book for the infallible authority jrei
Church. The publication of the Bible with itsJjg ©
text, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to Bvc, Ps
renewed persecutions of witches. Protestants WA
persecuting as Catholics. Men were still burnt,
and imprisoned for their opinions. In England
were long treated almost as outlaws.

James 1., not only wrote against and persecute*
but burnt two Unitarians, himself kicking one P1 py P}
to burning him, because he would not be convince
king's arguments. His sacred majesty, as the tra ood3f
of the Bible called him, decorated Temple Bar an,jjicb »

Bridge with human heads and trunks from NN
limbs were severed. The head of the noble Kt° t&
gave us tobacco and'the potato, would havo™ Pe€Mnly.

number had not influential friends carried it M
Christian was this savage custom that his sacr‘éd % d
got himself painted on his war herse; with the ff..tVJ
London Bridge, decorated with the heads of V. ‘
background. So much had Christian civilisation

the world up till the seventeenth century.
J. M

THE VALUE OF DOUBT.

( Concludedfrom page S59.)

W hen professed Christians have a firm convifHioil_idV
doubt in matters of religion is a sin, there is 110 Jsiy
superstition to which thoy may not fall victims- geriolljly
unfortunate persons could only be induced
reflect, apart from all prejudice, thoy would WroUd 'Ljr
experience the humiliating thought that they WLjf
been just as violent upholders of any other fait™ Q@ ts (
own, if such faith had been that of their Piiremt’b V:
country. It is the tendency W orthodoxy ~ éi
intellectual apathy, and to cause its adherents |
others to think for them, instead of exercising ~Lfcit M
powers themselves. Until men acquire the \
independent thought thoy will bo influenced ®QL
prevailing ideas of their timo than by their o' ;eiiA
Now, doubt is valuable, inasmuch as it tends 0 tL
this condition of mental torpor, and to rel" bjfr*
unfruitful uniformity of acceptance upon trust j
so long prevailed throughout Christendom. LItcHEC v
in thc absence of all doubt a state of v Oit it
indolence must appear, to those who encOHWSt s«
profitable as a state of activity. If this were
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S S 15 to account for the human mind being
tl/ ce&(e;ln creeds and dogmas which are being

. rePeated as if they were self-evident truths.
thf.Qibw Slightest suspicion s entertained that such
believedi-ilgmeilts may be false; they aro, as a rule,

sacrific . ? th°Ut any examination, and defended at the
draw).., Jreason and mental dignity. It is a serious
P°pularC ANlat too-confiding spirit engendered by the

Placifll,, i.v',S10n that it induces its lethargic devotees to
Rl J to the incoherent statements made in the
effort/t~ 101are stock-in-trade of the clergy in their
that doub(fn <-VOr t0 st'”e tree inquiry, and to suppress
which has proved the great enemy to P"cs™y
2 remacy- Christians, of course, clam that they are not
Josed to free inquiry ; judging, however, from then
, 10cs such is far from being the case. They ¢
pve all things; hold fast that which is good ; but they
S jPon themselves to decide what is good.  This is an
2°a°x notion of freedom with a vengeance! What
pliantdid Christ give to free thought when ho saul . |
£ y6%ay>the truth, and the life; no naan cometh unto
eFather but by me m. . . if a man abide not m me, he
piRestefRith as a bramed, and is wisherd ; and men
.Aned"T T anc” castv the) kG MO fikgj and they are
>nthe ,'  Is there any incentive to impartial investigation
shell E 00my words, “ He that believeth, and is baptised,
‘¥¥irig,! " Sa " hut ho that believeth not shall be
IGiog ¢k,.t - lcg gstablish among mankind tho erroneous
|retfhe nl tr.ith is confined to one particular channel, and
°rth as ,a? , .0 does not go in that direction is to be cast
“ofetterei tV'~thored branch,” and the impossibility of
T'hantol t 10'ight will be immediately apparent. Induce
of evi(let° Xamh»e a subject, and tell him that, regardless
pPined tIf' be must arrive at one conclusion or be
Itce. rat’ ° lu,su't of truth is then made a hypocritical
. The e,ler than a noble and useful reality.
h*ristiansviragement which free inquiry received from
j>tonly to t °n L'ey h,af undisputed power was that they
hnt WUG an<® fmprisoned those who opposed their
» - Ch demir 1Gy coni>nitted to tho flames those works
~trated the fallacy and absurdity of their
'lesire to promote free inquiry durino their
is exemplified in the memorable prgclamation
a;.“ChristH Efperor, THeodosius; mwhichd bel botkeees
the whole of the writings of Porphy y> should be

~id written against the Christian elsixs met with
Jetted to the nre. The writings of the same

Warm reception, and for a 1 esaary >not only
tor,,° ,has existed in modern times i s pioneers of the
C ~th e history of those Freethought P but also
C N"oftbe early part of the present century.

risetl?al now>whenever Christians have the power,

. »_ 'tIn aorder that we may not have the oppor-
Su'y:to JProinultie those princtbles that stfnuMite freo
a hinfat?-Uatel™ man is a progressive being, having
Ag}%grent _I;J\_/e of freedom i he c_a_nnot,_there-

8ms fRop, ™ anyéhing whieh cramps ivis mind or
»llbited? -4 . Truth may Re erushed, but it cannot
insjit. (EINif >5,as permanent as the earth which
Opinion isﬁ)‘n‘act *s feeing more and more acknowledged

of /‘[Ostead df the result of organisation and evidence.
“éILG °no or T CtinS punishment for the imperfections
u® limitation of tho other, it is now

B WiiEss &' minds that the true policy is to
. h os o and most diversified thoughts, seeking
'ﬁ’\'Oest crRiNgj1101 are eiTONeOUS by unfettered inquiry

P
). C irﬂ?oﬂ/vésrﬁ‘iethods by which opinions are formed :
0 7 ProsBioBo made upon our senses; and (2) the
Voiddl others. If people would but study this fact,
ate heffhaply understand why so many diilerent
. Bit is tOUF°n the subject of religion, and how
n It prevent doubt in a progressive state of
"X r io8yrelt0 bc regretted that tho majority of believers
i soiri™> Prmcigally upon the second method. Itis

% the C$CO

N
Q corr-H

0 in ~ad 5 j on? to be much emsier to depend upon
0 «hy th. uvestigate for themselves. This is one
;lllEEPI" c y urch has so many adherents who have
atia> .0r the hope or. theffaith within them.

to IN Professed Christians aro such more

geftrgation*” fashionable thjin in consequence of a
iV, aogept)( Illto the credentials of their faith. They
g its natllj% pissively from _t_heir parents, instead

and value. Now, doubt has the
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immense advantage of being the means of securing a
justihcation for the reception and the retention of any
given opinions.

It is well known that in England the acquirement of
useful knowledge and the reform of our penal laws may be
traced to the time when doubts as to the validity of certain
Bible teachings began. It was through doubt that the old
Mosaic idea of creation was exploded, and to the same
cause aro we indebted for the abolition of capital punish-
ment, which was once inflicted for many trivial offences.
So long as men believed in the infallibility of Moses and
the divine sanction of the prediction, “ Whoso sheddeth
man’s blood by man shall his blood be shed,” scientific
progress and humane legislation upon these questions were
unknown. The price paid by the English people for their
adherence to the advice of Bible interpreters was a high
one. It deprived them of the advantages that result from
a rational view of nature, and from conforming to the laws
that govern human actions ; and, moreover, it inaugurated
and maintained a relentless persecution towards those who
dared to seek emancipation from the yoke of the Bible and

the priest. In proportion as doubt has been fostered,
progress has followed, and mental liberty has been
vindicated. Charles Watts.

BEATING THE RELIGIOUS DRUM.

It is to be presumed that the lengthy notices of books
under the title “ Book of the Month,” in the Review of
Reviews, when unsigned, are by Mr. Stead himself. If,
then, Mr. Stead be responsible for the compilation in the
March number, introducing Mr. Balfour’'s book on The
Foundations of Belief, it is to be regretted; for he has been
guilty of some language of which one need say no more
than that its more fitting place would be the columns of
some of the lower-class Christian-Evidence journals.

Every now and then we are startled by great drum-
beating in the religious camp ; we are told that religion is
“ on the boom,” or, as Mr. Gladstone’s curious phrase puts
it, “ creation is gathering itself together for a great re-
covery.” Now it is the Pope who is issuing one of his
innumerable encyclicals that is to do something wonderful;
then it is Mr. Gladstone writing one of his innumerable
articles to some magazine or other. Here it is a scientist
dropping some stray phrase about science having limita-
tions ; there it is a book by a Tory statesman arguing that,
if there be no god, it is necessary, in order to keep things
from going to wreck, to persuade ourselves that there is.
And, singularly enough, these people, who are always
telling us that religion is recovering, are the people who
could never be got to admit that it had suffered any
reverses.

Mr. Stead, however, makes the publication of Mr.
Balfour's book tho occasion for a great whoop about the
revival of religion. For the last half-century, at least, he
says, “ a science that was nescience, as far as the soul of
man was concerned, has been swaggering in the foretop of
civilisation.” This is a sample of the choice language
which it seems the religious revival will bring with it.
But there is oven more choice language still. Here are
some specimens of it which must be transcribed :—

“ The intolerance of the bigot of the Churches was
succeeded by the even more detestable superciliousness
of tho Brahmin of science........... The doctrine that no
man of ordinary intelligence could he a Christian, and
that all who held on to the old faith were old women or
cowards, has been thundered ex cathedra from the
pontifical chairs of Unbelief, and complacently repeated
by simpering nincompoops, who were delighted to he
assured on such unexceptionable authority that there
was no Being in tho universe superior to their own
noble selves, and, what was still more important, no
Taskmaster or Judge who would ever call them to
account for frivolling away their existence.”

Now, when wo hear this sort of thing from the reckless
street-corner evangelist, or read it in those gutter journals
that make a business of combatting “ infidelity,” we do not
marvel greatly. Long suffering has produced indifference,
and, besides, one reflects that, after all, it is only the
language that is to be expected from ignorant and
intolerant persons incapable of thinking, with no leisure or
incentive to acquire knowledge; reared, as most of them
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have been, in a creed which cramps and starves the
intellect. But when the language and the methods of the

street-corner are transferred to the pages of a serious
magazine with a great circulation and greater pretensions,
by an editor who is oppressively godly, and who evidently
believes that there are not many saintly enough to touch
the hem of his garment, then it is difficult to know quite
how to characterise his conduct. The insinuation about it
being “ important” to Freethinkers that there was no
“ Taskmaster or Judge who would ever call them to
account for frivolling away their existence ”—the old, old
bracketing of moral guilt with intellectual difference of
opinion—is peculiarly contemptible, coming from a man
who would be denounced as a heretic himself by any of
the great Churches, and a man too who, whenever there
was any journalistic capital to be made out of praising and
writing up representative Freethinkers like Mr. Bradlaugh
and Mrs. Besant, was never behindhand in the work. Mr.
Stead, in fact, is a journalist first, and anything else in the
world afterwards.

But | must confess | do not know what is meant by the
reference to Freethinkers “ frivolling away their existence.”
Do all Freethinkers *“frivol,” and does no Christian
“ frivol”? Or does the Freethinker’'s frivolling consist in
the very fact of his Freethought? And, if so, are all
Christians stolid and sedate “ by the grace of God,” who
look with disdain and pity on the gambols and frolics of
the giddy Freethinker, who buzzes about, heedless of the
flame ? | would humbly ask a little enlightenment. At
the same time, | frankly think myself that Freethinkers
are neither serious nor moral. For seriousness evidently
means rushing after every passing sensation in literature or
politics, and writing columns about it as if it were the
final end of all things; whilst obviously no man can claim
to be moral who does not go into hysterics at the sight of

a petticoat. | agree Freethinkers are frivollers. Balls,
receptions, theatres, concerts, clubs, levées, and Monte
Carlo make up the story of their wasted lives. Take a

census of the N.S.S., and you will find that ninety per
cent, of the members winter in the Riviera; whilst the
humble, serious, hardworking Christian, who is perforce
compelled to take a few months’ well-earned holiday in
Grindelwald or elsewhere, attempts to stem the tide of
frivolity with telepathic interviews and blazing placards.
Let the nincompoop, however, return to his frivol. One
sign of the times, showing the way things are going, the
recovery religion is making, is an article by M. Brunetiére
on “ The Bankruptcy of Science.” Mr. Stead publishes a
summary of the article taken from the Spectator. 1 am
unable to vouch for the accuracy of the summary, but,
presuming it to fairly represent M. Brunetiére's statement,
it is certainly curious, inasmuch as it contains nothing but
what has been said many times over by Christian apologists.
The sole “ importance” of the article—to judge from this
précis—presumably consists in the fact that it was written
by M. Brunetiere. Take, for instance, these passages .—

“The Hellenists, it is true, have discovered the
scattered fragments of the Sermon on the Mount in the
Manual of Epictetus or the Thoughts of Marcus Aurelius ;
but they have never explained why the Sermon on the
Mount has congi fed the world, while the Manual and
the Thoughts have remained mere barren pieces of
literature. But after all their labors there remains
something in the Bible which is found in no other book
and in no other history—something which resists
exegesis as it resisted philology.”

Had this passage occurred—as it very well might—in one
of Archdeacon Farrar’s or Mr. Price Hughes’s discourses, it
would have attracted little or no attention. Its curiosity,
like its importance, is bound up solely in its authorship.
For the rest, it is no more than you could find scores of
parallels to in the sermons of professional Biblo-boomers.
It is probably what the average Mohammedan thinks of
the Koran ; what every believer, in fact, thinks of his fetish
book. It may also bo remarked that if Marcus Aurelius
were taught to little children as a divinely-inspired author ;
if his work were pushed and extolled for centuries by as
powerful an organisation as has pushed the Bible; if, through
the aid of this powerful organisation and tho hold which
its officials obtained over the young, Marcus Aurelius had
become woven into the art and literature of generations ;
and if, furthermore, a man of scienco could be got occasion-
ally to furnish a testimonial to tho wonderful power and
the unique nature of Marcus Aurelius’s work, then, -I
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suppose, Marcus Aurelius would resist exegesis and it
philologyand all the resty That.it seergs to
outline, the natural explanation of the position anar . f
of the Bible. Can M. Brunetiero suggest a more ral
one ?

There is one passage in M. Brunetiere's statement,
ever, that is extraordinary. He says, or is represents
the Spectator as saying : “ It [science] has made anetl.,
instead of a friend of religion; it has insisted on

difficult to believe that this even approximately d®'gy
the sense of the original. It may be jpresumptuous
so, for M. Brunetiere is a very eminent gentleman, *
of the editors of the lleme des Deux Mondes, and is ~ [
of respect; but the above is the language of one <"
completely ignorant of the most common facts of » "G
Professor Huxley has told us that along every Pjg,
scientific inquiry Theology has erected its notice- Qde
“ No thoroughfare. By order.— Moses.” And nios Ij»
with any historical knowledge will agree that Pr jete
Huxley is as right as M. Brunetiere is wrong-
simply went on its way, and it was stopped by I*1 ffjd)
a conilict was, therefore, inevitable. It was Thcolog} ~
was the aggressor always until Science was provok
an aggressive attitude itself towards the system
hampered and-thwarted it. .

If, as M. Brunetiere says, there is no opposit'dl
between religion and science, why did tho Churc »
indignities on Galileo ? Why did it burn Bruno
did it anathematise Darwin 1 Why, in short, hasi
every obstacle in the way of scientific advance e
only in the early part of the present century
Church removed from the Index a simple manual » ~p*
the Copernican astronomy. It does not even ye
Darwinism, or allow the doctrine of evolution to 1 [W
Whilst, if anyone wishes to know how the Church § d
liberty of thought, let him study tho blood-re( F°. k&
history; let him read the records of tho IngMsl wiF
him examine the life of the saintly Torquem«™ ‘', A
whom thousands of human beings were burnelefy gl
stake ; let him dive into the history of the debauc™
corruption which polluted Europe during the D'l gt
and which revolved aroufl Rome as its centre- 1Oy m
not bo » edifying study, | ad™t*"bn”it «
great light on the Church’s claim
friend of science and culture. « oy UOTAE"IT
all this belongs to the past, that the Church has N d<
Well, | have instanced the case of Darwin, which *.ngSj»[
But | would recommend anyone who considers e
changed to peruse an important article which %SRE((J”H
the Contemporary Review for August last, enti
lectual Liberty and Contempearary Catholic's»¥* pop
Catholic writer who discussed in that magar-Jne
of the Papacy. And he will find that, in spirit , of
and purpose, the Catholic Church—and it yre .d
Catholic Church particularly that M. ®runinOvc{™

writing—stands precisely where it did. R s$efc
so far as the pressure of the scientific spirit ot
absolutely forced it. And what is true of orglllS
Church is true, in greater or less degree, of eVv° '
hierarchy in the world. ~ o fan Sl

But the hierarchies are doomed. Not even _iar# ji
Christianity, according to Mr. GladA&HE; ﬁ%\?e iC{

largest number oi professing adherents” 'l n  ae/
extinction. Of course its spokesmen and PcU , thilC jig
the drum as loudly as they can; it is natu ' "jgpo
should make much of every little back-eddy,’ N

tho stream that flows steadily tho othd

natural, perhaps, also that, in tho very iict.°ir
themselves, they should accuse science of nva @
while violently abusing Freethinkers in ob-If:pGlctljS °j t3
invite them to deal reverently with tho shi  part
abusers. There is generally a tendency”

conquered to lose their tempers. And_ re'» MRLaE

* Tho author of tho articlo in tho Contew/'.gcates .
has boon referred to says: “ As latoas tho I'on f
(1823-29) Professor Sotelo’s book on astronomy” .
bo printed by tho ecclesiastical censor in Bon\n fdoi {fl.
Palatii), because tho motion of tho earth r° i«
described thorein as a fact. Professor Sctoie
reigning Pope who authorised tho publicatio ’jorbi(“LIi£i "
time removed Galileo’s works from tho Indox pqt uck
I instanco this as one example merely of-p o, tov
friendship for scionco on tho part of tho
Brunotiero rofers.

> =
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- meekness and humility, and with all the
consciousness of fighting on the side of omnipotence, to aid
inform no exception to the rule. But bad temper
ft®" d°es not save a lost cause. Religions always die haid.

they die all the same. Frederick Ryan.

JESUS AND THE COLT.

Am | a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb2

And shall | fear to steal a hoss,
It Or blush to ride the same ?
- seem strange that one living in a land where Jesus
j8worshipped as a God should ask the question Did
(r jf steal a colt " and were it not for his own tcstmlOID
lhuke xix. 29-31) probably no one ever would have
¢ “sed kim of such an act. His teaching and precepts in

o nd ;lre good- and hut little, if any, inferior to those
tImUddha or Confucius, from whom he possibly copied
Birlil ~Bave never read a word charging a

Cm Or Confucius was a thief, and | cannot for a
S ® “t believe that Jesus ever converted to his own use
accurty belonging to another, or sent his disciples to steal
ot A furthermore, | would not repeat the story wer
tiind .loeariy every family in Christendom has, at some
> (tber bought or had given them a Bible in which the
0 ? appears. It is as follows: “ Go ye into the village
@Hé@gﬁﬂé&o%me%he Which, at your entering, ye sm
ﬁ| himhitWw . ! never man sat; loose him and

thus sh o'’ :InJ if any man ask you, Why do ye loose
of him> ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath
Ift°h@im'™

Ripies toe:°Id-Ye-2~fie; and 988HS AErifdlY tiP bHder His

to so purloin a colt, I have no p ea ,nv ruilty
. “tod, for all criminal law would hold im d ~ye
£ hls ¢eluded disciples who “ led the boss away”
£® n° evidence o any kind to show that the

£ ° ‘é)gﬁ%to Jeaks, in fee simple, or that he ad, g DGitB@W
BEI n ammal to the contrary, hisowll ~yhy do ye

Wse Bim M58 Ranl L 20, A, afkes, "oy the Lord

1 Irkd ofhim”
eansee no reason why a god shouh i
J®7 that he would have to steal one, wtze

mmmﬂﬁ%ﬁb with @gdi angd he could have

W Is A
? wWuilu 1Eio
a 6 been tw™*"0 d co”™ 'n a minute (though he would not
yh double : years old), and had him ready broke to
T-"Je, if necessary, without extia GT disciples
{ desus set such a bad example belor m ersUnd.

colt in such
we are told

& Tueny of them still follow) I cannot un ~ end

ibstica Seneral digest of the matter, | W o ,, criory of
. o, du o» ot t e

Jan fbis being true, why should choose,

Gicttt the dadhjudtifiebith® pedinsT andl “ for the glory oi

ChJtfer the Lord had need of bereUcal ashe” (foj-
must \vaniy?) in the Dark Ages, | know no years
ifiCo N e 3ustificd the means when, be ' over
~O O fivV N0’ the Christians burned at the stoke

Q@W‘Cf‘e tltl]unaarﬂrrtl)wgs as heretics t‘(‘)‘mthe Roman
»uc omnipresent] Lord-w*l QT PEayPERd

e pyg around without calling a Pol*?et’ . (,I that Jesus

looks rather eW|I ering t° m Juds his disciple
toC ands us not to steal, then com other I?and
ofa rtTv arope that he knew hadaco> ° g prCach one
thin, ~ this is why his vtceo guide-board,

the« “yd practise another, and why, n 1They teach
A
R, D 857163 B AL RRET S0 gy elves” mdicfte the
°u of either heaven or hell, and

Had | the colt that Jesus stole,

| should not know, tispnj,
Whlch road to take to land my

ft Within the golden city. d iu the
hotieC °lden saying is true that ‘“w m u s t have
fith sakuiPRrddirRed from Hg body/ JesdS ifiust nave
d ,~er/'ng to hi 'i° ( block,” for Jehovah is credited

ﬁn ery® oVe k. f. osen people (Exodus iii. 21, 22
96 a all 110 gp epmpt§/ hut every Woma)n

els of ,» 1lclghbor and of hor that sojourns in her
and raiment; and ye shall put them

X
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upon your sons and upon your daughters; and ye shall
spoil the Egyptians.” This is theft of the meanest kind,
and no other god but Jehovah would ever have risked hi*
reputation by ordering it in writing.
Mine eyes are dim ; | cannot see
The great Jehovah'’s plan.
Did God—will you enlighten me 2
Wish for the fall of man 2
Pray tell me, if you will and can,
Did God, in thunderbolt,
Bid Moses slay the Egyptian,
Or Christ to steal that colt2
It's no go, my Christian friend. You never can make
thinking people believe that any god ever stole a colt or
cut up such capers as you say Jehovah did; or that any
real, sure-enough god ever cursed the world because Eve
ate an apple. You can fool our unsophisticated women
and artless children, make them believe that the Lord of
this universe was so put to it for a colt that he had to
steal one; but intelligent people who have no bread and
butter depending on the issue will swallow no such truck.
— Truthseeker. A. D. Swan.

FROST, THE FRIEND AND FOE.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, for the keen, sharp Frost,
With its bracing and biting breath !

With health that is won, with health that is lost,
And the poor ragged weakling’s death.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, and the rosy crowds
With their sports, and their health and wealth !
For icicle shuttles that weave the shrouds
Of the bankrupt in wealth and health.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, with its dainty hand,
As it decks ev'ry branch and leaf

With glittering jewels of fairy land,
Whilst it mocks at the starveling’s grief.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, as its sculptured jests
And pictorial pranks appear;

That playfully shatters the mountain’s crests,
And disports with the outcast’s tear.

“ Sing ho! for the Frost,” say the clothed and fed,
“ On a heavenly earth we dwelll”
Whilst those that are starved cry :
dead !
For there's comfort in thoughts of hell!”
G. L. Mackenzie.

“ Would we were

THE MAHATMAS.

The only evidence of Mahatmic agency adduced by Mrs.
Bcsant at her recent lecture was the fact that Madame
Blavatsky, whom she chose to describe as an uneducated
woman—though she was evidently, like Mrs. Besant herself,
a woman with a very large power of assimilating other
people’s thoughts—had written, as if by inspiration, The
Voice of the Silence. Now, Mr. W. E. Coleman has
examined all the works published with the name of II. I*
Blavatsky, and finds throughout that they are plagiarisms
from other writings. lie says of the book in question .(—

“ The Voice of the Silence, published in 1889, purports
to be a translation by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky from
a Thibetan work. It is said to belong to the same
series as the Book of Dzyan, which is true, as. like that
work, it is a compilation of ideas and terminology, from
various nineteenth-century books, the diction and
phraseology being thoso of Madame Blavatsky. | have
traced the sources whence it was taken, and it is a
hotch-potch from Brahmanical books on Yoga and
other Hindu writings: Southern Buddhistic books,
from the Pali and Sinhalese; and Northern Buddhistic
writings, from the Chinese and Thibetan—the whole
having been taken by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky from
translations by, and the writings of, European and
other Orientalists of to-day. In this work are inter-
mingled Sanskrit, Pali, Thibetan, Chini-se, and Sinhalese
terms—a manifest absurdity in a Thibetan work. |
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have traced the books from which each of these terms
was taken. | find embedded in the text of this alleged
ancient Thibetan work quotations, phrases, and terms
copied from current Oriental literature. The books
most utilised in its compilation are these : Schlagint-
weit's Buddhism in Thibet, Edkins’s Chinese Buddhism,
Hardy’s Eastern Monarchism, Rhys Davids’s Buddhism,
Dvivedi's Baja Yoga, and Raja Yoga Philosophy (1888) ;
also an article, ‘ The Dream of Ravan,’ published in the
Dublin University Magazine, January, 1854, extracts
from which appeared in the Theosophist of January,
1880. Passages from this article, and from the books
named above, are scattered about in the text of the
Voice of the Silence, as well as in the annotations thereon,
which latter are admitted to be the work of Blavatsky.
Full proofs of this, including the parallel passages, will
be given in my work on Theosophy ; including evidence
that this old Thibetan book contains not only passages
from the Hindu books quoted in the article in the
Dublin Magazine, but also ideas and phrases stolen from
the nineteenth-century writer of said article.”

MORE LYING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.

When the American carrion crows leave off raking over the
long dead body of Thomas Paine, they usually, without
approaching too close, try to leave some of their foul odors
near the door of Pagan Bob. The Rev. Robert F. True,
whose name belies his nature, is one of this breed. He is
secretary of the Evangelistic Association of New England,
and at a meeting of that society made the remark “that
Colonel Ingersoll’'sown daughters do not believe his doctrine,
and one of them has recently joined the Presbyterian Church
in Albany.” A representative of the Boston Investigator,
who occasionally wanders into such gatherings, moved by
curiosity or by purposes of criticism, happened to be present.
At the close of the meeting he went forward and asked Mr.
True for his authority for the statement he had just made.
The gentleman, evidently somewhat taken aback by this
bold challenge, replied that he had been so informed by
several pastors (a very uncertain source of information, by
the way). Ho was then asked if he would retract that
statement as publicly as he had made it, provided he was
convinced that he was in error, and he replied that he would
do so. With the remark that the matter would bo thoroughly
investigated, and that he would be put in possession of the
fact, the Investigator representative left the church.

Mr. Ernest Mendum, the editor of the Investigator, atonce
wrote and received answers from the two daughters of
Colonel Ingersoll, facsimiles of which are given in the
Investigator. They both emphatically deny having for a
moment thought of joining any church. Colonel Ingersoll
also wrote : “ Ernest Mendum, Esq. My Dear Friend,—I have
two daughters, and neither of them ever joined any church.
On the subject of religion both of them agree with me, or |
agree with them. My wifi; and | are of the same opinion as
to the supernatural. We both believe in the natural, and in
what | have done against what is called religion 1 have
always had her support and sympathy. So, you may say
from me that the reverend gentleman was entirely mistaken,
and in what he said there is not the slightest truth.—Yours
always, R. G. Inoehsoll.”

Armed with these letters, Mr. True was waited on. He
was true to his word, and withdrew the statement publicly
in his own church.

Did God Die?

In the Colloguia of Martin Luther (p. 114; 1652) we read
that on June 18, 15118 Luther received letters from Vienna,
out of which he understood that there was one who denied
that the Godhead in Christ did not suffer, but only his
humanity. Luther said : “ That cannot be, for it is written
‘God who hath purchased the Church with his blood.1” At
the same time this question was put to Luther : “ If it were
justly and right spoken like a Christian to say Christ did
suffer and die according to his Godhead or divine nature,
seeing the Godhead is not subject to death, neither can
suffer nor die ; for St. Peter saith : ‘Christ was put to
death in the llesh, but quickened by the spirit.’” Where-
upon Luther answered and said: “All true and upright
Cnristians fearing God and the whole Christian Church and
Communion do believe, undoubtedly, that which in the
Children’s Creed is spoken—namely, that Jesus Christ, the
only Son of ()od, in one divine substance and nature with
the Father, is true man, born of the Virgin Mary, conceived
by the Holy Ghost, did suffer, was crucified, died, and was
buried. Therefore we must believe that not only the nature
of His Humanity, but also of llis Deity,or the right', true God
did suffer and diefor us.” The italics are in the original.
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ACID DROPS.

Mbs. Besant has lectured at St. James’s Hall, London,
Mahatmas. She was eloquent as usual, but quite 1.
convincing. _“ Plenty of eloguence, but not a shred "
evidence,1 cried out one of her auditors when it ' !
over ; and this seemed to be the general feeling arm'ﬁ%r
but the Theosophists. Another auditor wanted to
whether Mrs. Besant had ever seen a Mahatma, aD;]jst
faithful cried “ Shame " at that grovelling nV”elL sdH
Mrs. Besant did not answer questions or take disc
She has got past that stage. The High Priest
Theosophy only delivers oracles.

Mrs. Besant told a Westminster Gazette interviev\r"r.tb»k
she first saw her Mahatma in France in 1889. € r€&
himself to her in the night, and we presume the dot) jt
locked. Mrs. Besant saw him and smelt him; Mpirtin@
was the odor that clinched the demonstration. Mad jiy
bear a peculiar aroma, something like sandal wooc.
this sign ye shall know them. Good old Mahatmas.

drop this wretched business and “ save the wr.
reputation.” It is a charitable hope, but we fear
be realised. While the world talks about her

is in her element.

1 jict

An appeal for £20,000 for the East London Church »
speaks of “the growing opportunities ©of the .fAUtf
because “ Secularism seems played out.” Our .i«6¢, B»
enemy may delude themselves with the . o
existence as long as they please, but tl*f%elfﬁ{]emsy w6
when they will have a rude awakening.

ari

What is the calibre of minds that revel in.®isfi Gre>
reports 1 A Christian paper relates the case O@ﬁﬁd&»'
the only convert in Ohyo, a villago in Fuh-K.~— . tns
fire broke out in this village, although the pe°POE thd]

ithout success, to stop the flames with a row »b
household gods. Chung-Te, however, knelt pgoff
prayed, and his house was saved; which madet gr »t
admit that his God was the strong God. I"ut , j Wiid

Chung-Te was as big a fool as the rest, though a 11 fir6
It would be better to Improve the antifualted On
engines, and let all the gods alone.

What ti funny thing it is that the Christian G°I™ , erifj
a Chinaman, but does not lift a finger to protectan- ~ jgi
evangelist. At one of Moody’'s recent meeting-
Worth, Texas, the roof suddenly fell, killing
and injuring forty-six others. Providence, sir, 11

. L . * tr»"hde>

A drowning person, it is said, will grasp at itl>">
we are reminded of the saying by the avidity, I
the religious world has hailed Mr. Balfour th I
Stead’s gusli is dealt with by Mr. Ryan in oriw tv
Mr. Balfour’'s argument is an argument f°r*.,1 tollOfi
therefore an argument for Rome. It is mnus difi dt
the Protestant Mr. Stead saying : “ After tin
contest with Mr. Balfour the right to Mi-
mantle.” . $

; forest, ££;
; i ; ;o an immense yffie
Diderot said: “ Bewildered in . to bfiliu '

ComL 'f'r have 9nlY a feeble lantern to n _
R tn rV. jtfa™ger>'V10 says to me, ‘ Blow out UiY**, 1]
x t er find thy way.' ThiSstrangeristhetheologQP

Yztsz'ifixr:: Gk )

- LI B I__!__I_l a#
By arrangement, Father Black, the Du®Porei g7t

and a number of members of the English

went to St. Mark’s, North Audley-street, W., on Al [0

mote.st against the marriage of Mr. Brinckm»« c6$
unton. Mrs. Brinckman having obtained a ‘ proXii
mint 0,1 which Father Black continuity, 1Q

Hga nst the ceremony ; but the Rev. Gray rcfu,~uly J
to him, and he and his fellow protesters were 1°uUJ

by the crowd.

Not content with this, Father
Church of England) writes to
the Bishop of London “ how; & f@m‘ Wﬁf?ﬁi le »u 0
Mr. Briggs of his licence and daily 8&
which in every way falls short of his own. )
3]0}
The Church Times, which devotes an article t
declares that the provisions of the Divorce - (ji [ieSSiCT
">|>en defiance of Holy Scripture, o f 11"
of Christ in our own Prayer-Book Marriage )Ct J.

the Canon of 1604,” for which, we suj>I>st’ vOrffn‘
century will be expected to have ' L\ée L, restiflrs

C. T. excitedly asks: “ How long &
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‘«(England going to stand this kind of thing 1 Are

0 he thmi*jners °1 Hark’s going to allow their church
nus desecrated 1’

°Narge”N' -fil6,Sul?day-school superintendent who stands
?hose mnn i i n? outraged and murdered a little girl
Chapelj Ran 1"e< ~°dy was found in the Emanuel Baptist
T a®inat Fancisco, has been identified by a microscopic
ffiechumvV, 1? « 10rschair. He had a key of the side door of
which was found unlocked.
At
ginteche furthor hearing of this case the evidence
PastoioftS $tronply .to the 9uilt of Mr. Gibson, the
.aminatinn u llurc’ b Who is a native of BEdinburgh. ihe
pealed ane T exPerts of the handwriting of Mr. Gibson
H'tten cl].],, .aordinary resemblance existing between the
, i mur(l,,,.f,jCOLB aild those in the slip of writing sent to
Zeufron., S'rl saunt, together with a couple of her rings
affirm H +r\-%r,s before the murder, of which the police
at Gibson and Durant were jointly guilty.
.The
fir*», this (LT “m”~>ne said on Easter Sunday : “ In the
"eased honn* T°Fn*ng there will be much said aboutilthe
L~her win nnmortality’; but we doubt if a single
- Yew ec‘are_that the atoms of the identical physical
djg.L and'dowere 1*..i%e 8rave will be brought together
I'tiori en),;""."- With an immortal existence. Is a
83in't°l"|_g riln Aey foreign to the spirit of the age; and, in

of the aoe” t c Znusfc always take account of the
of driffg6” T> Tribune professes’to discern in this
dkr Bible Poni Materialism. To us it indicates a drift
$anilni(i % 6 doctrine of the New Testament IS

inV V t an m ~10resurrection of the body. Nothing is
o O\ydh tl immaterial soul. Christians recite

¢ f,sagi’gﬁttfﬁ h‘éaéﬁlé?c*ﬁ ohilig Ve biHe 58Sy Shitierenf

rom that of the authors.

W NeTavs”N“ ¢td Up ar oki argument for the resur-
Gvoi”bout a model n °ut °i °rdmary dust of the earth,
"itlr Quf of t)i, ' ,0< could make Adam, a perfect man,
Pen ~jbions of extraordinary dust of mortal body, and
aidé0™beingin In°flels, God can make each one of us a
7ett(w?els>of ennr fes“ rrection.” With improved materials
kem “ban his “n e | le deity ought to turn out something

Q us Perfect man,” who fefl gt tHe firs@tempta-

In
tlle Co

kylP of thO; J ?» Hr. J. T. Van Gestel gives a vivid
Worioif”3) overton”~o!l ~10 irakatoa volcano, which, in
AA%I(JIO a horr_igib° tslands of Java and Sumatra, and
ARErRtg pRaslem rithle fdeatR Re less thah twe HuRdred
f °lted'WY its 88k Ir;1Van Gestel himself saw the city of

Believey. - O™ nd. inhabitants, engulphed and

-‘%‘ggiﬁetg'sudden [>°vidence must find it hard to
theqgry. terrible calamity like this with their

o
%Q?*%Ity kirgndt \as b®4 ks feelings outraged by the fact
r Rroothinkers sat down to dine together

N>U thf1'Xbo £5 Hmsf epye NSt faaiedOen isddd

offensive ¢ijtStirlG ftnd were not oven obliged to

K >K§ Cﬁ] m
"V ro?eks ag0SpVp™ reached gn acute stage in Nebraska a
fol AbeehMiaty affai¥s 6f the Polish Roman Catholic

OFicetini.-elyer a von,fitaromarba>rave begn mn the law
inward,Pfactions u?d a_deadly hatred has existed
gwf£>d, "M27>u. 0’18 resulting in a bléody riot a month ago.
h > fflit isallefp} ° ewening service, the church was
i ofj.pbe churcli .4ia””"10”action of Father Kominski
W~ted. n”ishop. .F.a™cr than allow it to fall into the
tHdyapnr bristianifv K'tinf? Is 8°in8 on, and another riot
ffii! Ya<mcachin,r,, J has seldom brought anything more
dec™jr Pop icings «i1,?0pu.ar idea of the millennium than
tol™ Q t~Qut perhaps these rioting and blood-
are not Christians1 Who shall
A n -
UhFGit] y Geo. H tt
SttHedGN G’'worth, who writes the sermon in
hV " boatl- ~PeriencR n<lay’ March 31, says: “ We shall,
El] Wec0 The heav.a 8Feat many surprises when we
?V "vdl m?y undesiralun . ®icted by the popular theology
i~Miprso®/be sud® chn o to>because death, we_are

> to-
Won eccuiidHfiMiEes 'ﬂgﬂg that we-sHdll all of
Rffiitv 1 ~ight' H les’ 'Uld perhaps our personality

<ML B »- ...

h ~aW »tfhe ~jvard University, in apaper on
,Arld. points out that 6h Nick

recall in Argain. Hesays: “Inall

°er thf]lot be whr, t - llIdh a pact was made with the

~any nunoi?led,tO squirm out of it. We all
' lonable methods which h
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adopted by those who had sold themselves, or others, to him
to escape making the delivery by some technical subterfuge,
even after they had received the price. In all these
transactions it has not been the Devil that has appeared at
the_ greatest disadvantage. So far as | can recall the
various narratives, if the Devil makes a promise he always
keeps it, even to his own loss.” The Bible stories bear this
out. When the serpent says, “ Ye shall not surely die,” he
is literally correct. On the other hand Jehovah sends lying
spirits (into the mouths of Ahab’s prophets to lure him to
destruction.

God’s mercies have been magnificently displayed in the
terrible French disaster, sweeping away wnole villages,
destroying over a hundred lives, and rendering hundreds
of others homeless. In Hungary, too, four market towns,
with thousands of houses, have been destroyed by the floods,
and a great many persons and large numbers of cattle have
been drowned.

Again the cholera has broken out at Mecca, and is reported
as spreading rapidly from that pilgrim centre. Here religion,
instead of coping with disease, rather tends to its diffusion.

According to the Dover Observer (April 27), an abominable
case of cruelty has been perpetrated at one of the religious
Homes of that city. The Institution has associated with it
people who believe that faith and prayer will accomplish
everything. A young woman was admitted into the Insti-
tution who had run a needle into her foot, which, together
with the leg, became greatly inflamed, keeping her in an
agony of pain. Orders were given that she should not be
allowed any surgical assistance, but that, instead, prayers
should be said over her for two hours daily, and that she
should wait till it should please her Maker to release her
from the tormenting pain which had driven her well-nigh
mad. If the Observers statement is correct, the directors of
the Institution in question should not only be named, but
prosecuted for their pious inhumanity.

The South Shields Free Press is printing a discussion on
“ Theosophy,” which is rendered amusing by bogus Mahatma
letters. The matter advanced by the Ttieosophists is hardly
worth anything better, though Mr. Gordon Scott puts his
pin into tlieir air-bladders very seriously.

The Bolton School Board spent three hours arguing
whether they should petition tor rates to be applied to
voluntary schools. Mr. Cooper told them plainly that, if
the clerical resolution passed, the minority would present a
counter petition. _

Walter Condy Parsons, a lad of seventeen, who lived at
Small Heath, Birmingham, blew out his brains with a
revolver. His mother had committed suicide some months
previous, and ho brooded over the catastrophe until his own
mind became unhinged. According to some letters he
left at liis lodgings, he was an Agnostic without belief
in a future life. Whereupon the Coroner—Mr. Oliver
Pemberton—was silly inougli to tell the jury that “If a
man can neither find a deity in theological teaching nor in
nature, lie must ho mad.” Fancy an obscure official talking
in tliis way of his intellectual superiors—such as Darwin,
Clifford, Spencer, Huxley, and Bradlaugh ! We should like
to feel that coroner’s humps.

The Christian, who is ever ready with a defence for his
fetish hook, is sometimes amusing. One who was asked
how, after all the cattle had died By one of the plagues of
Egypt they were nevertheless afflicted with boils, said the
Egyptians had bought fresh cattle in the meantime. He
might as well have said that the Lord created fresh cattle

for them.

“ General” Booth has been occupying the Colston Hall,
Bristol, which would not he available for a Freethought
meeting. His advertised program was “ Two Days with
God.” It doesn't follow, though, that God has had two days
with Booth.

Charles Dickens used to tell the following story about a
Methodist preacher: “ This preacher had been called to
officiate at the funeral of a relative of a Conservative editor,
and as the preacher himself aimed to be a Liberal leader in
the district, he and the editor had often crossed swords.
This time the chance came to deliver a home thrust without
a chance for either parry or reply. At the coflin of the
deceased, beside which the editor and other mourners knelt
together, the preacher made this appeal : ‘Lord, overrule
tliis affliction to the welfare of all assembled, including the
reptile now sprawling in Thy presence, who has frequently
abused Thy servant in the columns of his beastly publica-

tion.””

According to the special commissioner of the Poston

ave been | Herald, who visited all the principal towns in the jstate or
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Maine to observe the working of the Maine Liquor Law, j commotion.

which has been for many years in force in that State,
Prohibition does not prohibit. The law is violated with
impunity. Portland is said to have “ about four hundred
rum-shops ” and from four to five hundred liquor-sellers live
in Lewiston. The commissioner observed that the police can
resolutely “ put down” whiskey when it is offered them to
drink, and one beside him at an hotel bar insisted on the
commissioner taking a drink at his expense.

An Austrian has invented a rapping and talking table
Der Stein der Weisen describes this ingenious electrical
apparatus, which, is intended for conjurers, “ mejurns,” and
private parties entertaining their friends.

Mr. Disraeli and Dean Stanley were once staying in the
same house, and it fell to the statesman’s lot to listen to a
sermon from the Broad Church divine. As was his wont,
Dean Stanley indulged in an eloguent denunciation of
dogmatism. When next they met, Mr. Disraeli remarked :
“ We have to thank you for a most eloquent sermon,.Mr.
Dean, and | must say, from your own point of view, for a
most disinterested one. No dogmas, no deans.”

The Monist, of Chicago, opens with an account of “ The
World’s Parliament of Religions,” by the President, the Hon.
C. C. Bonney. It is proposed to commemorate and follow
up the work of that Parliament with “ The World’s Religious
Parliament Extension.” This may be taken as one sign of
the break up of Christianity. For Christianity is nothing
if not exclusive in its pretensions. It proclaims there is no
salvation under heaven save in the name of Jesus Christ,
and “ he that believeth not shall be damned.” At the Par-
liament the only voice of narrowness and bigotry came from
Christians. When once Christians resign their pretensions
to having an infallible divine revelation, and admit that
there is truth in other religions besides their own, they
virtually admit that their own faith may be criticised and
rejected as much as Buddhism or Brahmanism.

The Rev. W. D. P. Bliss calls Mr. Kidd’s Social Evolution
“one of the most dangerous productions of recent years.”
He regards it as a trap for the orthodox. The cheese that
baits it is the laudation of religion and Christianity, but the
hidden barb is that Christianityis only pretended to be useful,
not true. “ Evolution is the main thing, God and Chris-
tianity are incidentals. What of itl They are useful as
characteristic social factors, such as slavery, for example,
was.” This, says Mr. Bliss, is the real position of the book,
and he asks: “ Does it really make no difference whether
Christianity be true or not I’

At the same time, Dr. F. Lees, the veteran temperance
advocate, declares he regards Mr. Balfour’'s Foundations oj
Belief as most pernicious, anti-rational, and Romanising.
He intends to devote his remaining days to a refutation.

The English Mechanic, writing on “ Examinations,” says :
“We remember at the London University matriculation
examination that one of the questions in English literature,
set, by the bye, by the Rev. Dr. Angus, now member of our
London School Board, was, ‘ Write out the Lord’s Prayer,
and underline the words in it of classical origin.” Imme-
diately in front of us sat a Hindoo student, and we were
curious to know his reply. He told us afterwards, outside
the examination-room, that he had written : ‘ Not being a
Christian, | do not know the Lord’s Prayer.” But that two
average sane men should have propounded such a question
at an examination which it was known would be attended
by Hindoos, Jews, Mohammedans, ‘ barbarians, Scythians,
bond and free,’ is significant of the bad side of the system.”

The Vicar of St. Pancras is one of those numerous men of
God who collect their Easter offerings under false pretences.
He issued a formal notice, like a taxgatherer, stating that
the collector will call on the parishioners for the purpose of
collecting the Easter Dues. There is not a hint in it to ill-
informed people that this is a voluntary contribution, while
a reference to seeing that they get “a receipt” for the
“ payment” rather suggests the contrary.

The Fulham Vestry have directed their Law and
Parliamentary Committee to consider and report on the
recent action of the Rev. C. W. Muriel, the vicar of the
parish. The man of God at the Easter vestry meeting took
the chair without being elected, and the people’s warder
was appointed by his casting vote. The vicar's action was
absolutely illegal, the law having distinctly abolished the
old privilege oi vicars. Vestries are foolish if they longer
stand the usurpation of non-elected persons, and the sooner
the men of God are made to feel they are no longer in their
old position of privilege, the sooner they will be on good
behavior. _

The introduction of separate Communion cups into the
fashionable churches in America has occasioned considerable
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Many doctors advocate it as a
|sanitary precaution. Many theologians, however,

the practice as not in accordance with the exarnP
Christ, who passed around the one common cup- ¢
Rainsford denounces it as “fake and fudge.” The & e
W. Millard says: “ Take away the common cup, ant,ud
tendency to divide the worshippers is felt. The na”
trend is bad. One man may have a better cup
another. This may cause jealousy or envy. Then the*
fortunate may clamor for a separate altar, where they c
divided from their poorer neighbors.”

Dr. J. M. Buckley, the editor of the New York
Advocate; says : “ The emergency is grave ; for th
communion, the most sacred symbol of tbe Cliurc '
most tender and pathetic ceremonial of all history »
source of the most blessed iniluences, the nucleus
most spiritual associations, the elixir of life to the V-aet o
the renewer of hope in tne self-distrustful, the vivi . jjj
faith, the foretoken of immortality, the antetyP!3 ISin
marriage supper of the Lamb, and the unifier of belie , by
heaven and in earth, is contemplated and approa? ~
many with a divided mind.” The alarm of the mini ,jj mt

the division of their congregation on this point ' .
count for much in face of the published rep0*1
Forbes, professor of chemistry in Rochester Universii
says : “We have found in the communion cup jr
developed germs of twenty-two diseases.” Few 10 ma)jte
Jesus so much as to be regardless whether they
bacteria with him or not.
f NG
The Sporting Chronicle gives [insertion to the 1°
lineson L :— n
Hell's played out! no matter what the preacher to
Though they may try to keep it hot, it's dying curs®

The place where sinners sizzled in the tortures ot 1
Has somehow cooled its fires since our water pipes

The pit of burning sulphur o’er which they used to sha
A fellow every Sunday, just to keep him wide a'vilk jirieke
And the awful smell of brimstone, and the imps that

with glee, . be
They aren’t one-half so terrible as what they usea
Some people say it isn’t right to let the fires ‘jie ier3MI

They’'d rather keep them going, just to hear the si* ,, jOrmi
“What good is heaven going to prove,” they as >
and you,
If everybody else gets in to share the glory, too i ol
Lord Oxford mentions having seen for sale aril
town in ltaly, among other relics, a finger-nail ied
hand of St. Peter, a bit of a never-dying worn* P~uciM'jy
spirits, a quill from a cock that crowed at the (iR ad
and the chemise of the Holy Virgin!_ “ThejJ*o” btK
showed me all these commodities had got into, oqgidh ~-
of calling them ‘the blessed’ this and ‘the
that at last he showed me ‘ a bit of the blessed ng
Christ cursed.’”

Mr. J. B. Wookey—we believe he is an “evaU?j, tb
held forth at Nottingham lately, in connection

P.S.A. movement, on “The Woman Who -Did-  OigR\

meeting for “ men only,” with “ no youths

years of age admitted.” Perhaps the precaution ,gest 0

sary. We dare say Mr. Wookey was equal to the » k' s

ness of his advertisement. But would it not n.’

fix the same age-limit for Bible reading?  /tli»*1"

address could hardly have been blacker or blue

Writ. _ M
Hugh Price Hughes has been to Derby IIC u

but the city of that name. Of course he was -nr 1L s
that Atheist Shoemaker exposure. Some

sent him one of our pamphlets in an on' Vjijloy "{f%
“urgent,” while he sat upon the platform-

him as he was leaving the building, and aske , mn' s
book was withdrawn, lie replied: R ~"fth6&

it's alie.” Afterwards he actually denied ti

were the right people, forgetting that Mr. Ho y ‘ jNiiill

“ Gibson” to be the name which was given

fidence. What a brazen liar, to be sure ! M

Professor Drummond is gcttin INto ul%e 3 4
Lowell Lectures on “ The Ascent of Man-
of Argyll has asked the General Assein X judg'<»
matter into consideration, and to give  ¢JcU
shall conserve the interests alike of faith *
judgment can conserve both.

There must bo somethif§ wrong about t 'yinS' ¢!
ment when a four-year-old boy is hear 1, alj
Lord, take all the naughty out of Johnny,1
out of papa, and all the punish out of man
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements. HALL OF SCIENCE.

ayl5and  debate at Derby with Mr. Lee (C.E.S.). A considerable number of shares in the National Secular

Hall Society (Limited) have been applied for, and fresh
applications are coming in daily. But we are still a good
TO CORRESPONDENTS. way off realising the (6600 necessary to clear off Mr. R. O.

M- Smith’s mortgage. It will be remembered that he gave us
an§harles Watts's Engagements.—May 5, Glasgow ; 6, 7, 8, till the end of April to raise the amount, but the time is

19, Camb Glasgow with Dr. Jamieson; 12, Dundee jnsyfficient, and | have requested him to let his offer stand
' ~d’ Manchester.—AIll communications for Mr.

and i°ud be sent to him (if a reply is required, a stamped unt_il the end of May._ _ Unfortunately his answer has not
crivtf,», fB3sed envelope must be enciosed) at 81 Effra-road, arrived yet (I'am writing on Wednesday morning), but |

EI"M/m : o,\%?nv S'W- ) ) presume it will be favorable.
A IJJ\%— e send you our paper as soon as issued- Will y ; : ;
qblage oy doing the same?  Yours is usually six weeks old ere This fact need not deter any friend from applying for

shares, or sending donations, in response to my appeal;
\inH'AN— “ Acid Drops” are all written by Messrs. Foote and for | promise that all their money shall be returned if the
‘eeler. Glad to hear you are so fond of them. project is not carried to a successful issue.

=FLETCHEN._We hope we haveyour initial properly. The Derby There are several interesting letters amongst my mass of
“ebate is now fixed for May 15 and 10. Mr- Foote is in first-rate

- correspondence, but I have only room to mention a few of
S a little weary from over-work. th
Ti i MES— Thanks for your good wishes. em.

\anecrctaries of London Brancheswhose lectures are announced Mr. John Umpleby, of Blackburn—one of the N.S.S.

us™6 Lemdon Secular Federation list need not send notices to Vvice-presidents—says that if five friends will subscribe

) ‘e>(<cept ir:‘ case) of anly ?]Itegatior:. . ection £100 each, or ten friends £50 each, he will do the same.
'f 1= (Manchester).—Delighted to learn that your affection™ or i
Charles Bradlaugh is consistent with a “ robust admiration for Mr. Umpleby says he is not a wealthy man, but he would

Ms suc@SIr in the Presidency.  Swift said of Queen Anne that strain a point in this instance, as he thinks there should be

her heart was not large enough for more than one fnendsli pat “ no apathy shown in the matter.”

*tlme i and there are a few Bradlaughites who seem nearly as Mr. R. S. Smith, a veteran Freethinker, of Devonport
rrow. Happily it is only a few. ’ i '

aik (Corking)—Many thanks. We always look for your name sends up applications for five shares. Mr. Boorman, of the
su °ng subscribers. We shall resume the Christmas and Mid- Chatham Brancl’!, states thaft tW_EIVe_ shares will be taken

ial 23RS Is for the N.S.S. when wo have done with theso UP by some of his members ; which is a brave example to
wéPecial appeals. u -~ other Branches, especially as the Chatham friends are
tea ABT—fTrP:%nksfor our offer of £10 if the projectis brought maintaining a hall of their own. The Barnsley Branch,
» Sicessiul termination. which has had some reverses, also applies for four shares.

SQJEW%%"@M”WEM@HWWW Gisispanity Mr. W. H. Morrish, a fine old veteran, of Bristol, who

are .
become a (‘ifai?Ped with donations,” but we could hardly took some shares a few months ago, offers to take more if

MitZ .t  uRstiam without softening of the brain, and the there is a prospect of success. Mr. Daniel Baker, of

H any rate’ WOUH then have disappeared Birmingham, who has recently been laid low with a severe
de3ls- y°ur pardon, Judas was paid to identify illness, is now well enough to write me a letter with his
known, ;i ts a great jokg, seeing how well lie must have boen g\ hand.  Unfortunately he is still confined to his bed,

truth ™ fMe Gospel. Judas says to tho

Sundaynderst ip A SOOVEEA shadl Kiss, s he (2 but he WI||-he|p when he is able to get about.
Sun’s Day—was observod by tho Gentiles ; Responding to my appeal to “ those who prefer to make

thavel e Cohgzggnshbm#e a}Na%' fmn|2 JSuda(ijsm and itfj fo;m_s, a promise, on condition that the attempt is successful,” a
as the onlv/n ath, they just took Sunday instead of it, . ; ; ;
“first Jay 5 ay °pen to them. - That is the whole secret of the city friend offers £10 as a donation for shares in my name

~KIIOT or that of the N.S.S.
" fit Piokiglii BTitE" 31 sPeak of a man aswe find him.  Mr. Foote Mr. Martin  Weatherburn, of Cramlington, whose
ashefindstimefi v°iume on the question you refer to support | am always proud of, applies for two shares.

'ei}f% E)g[;%?ﬁ ion. L . Another veteran, and the oldest of them all—a Londoner
’\E%;%r er i 0( ering ; but this is certain, that we __ tfers his subscription.

and s°ul. as the saying is) to tho cause A London friend, already a shareholder, will take any
‘nents_ou H/’:incton._—ThankS for your Unitarian friend's com- number of shares up to a hundred. Mr. J. H. Ridgway,
K 7% gur CO?[R’H?]%Ian leeturer, who is list woteh an adifettii®  one of our quiet “always there” London workers, takes
°«ttin' B— Mr. . another twenty §hares. Mr. G. F. We_nborn, apother
e. i hooto missed you at Glasgow. Thanks for | sndoner, takes fifteen more. Mr. A. Tripp, a Brighton
Vo sav _" 'We a8 I'alinor's Principles of Nature. e was, as veteran, takes another five. The Birmingham Branch and
nGBy,tiinc Iablo writer.  Shall bo ploased to hoargsrom you at the Finsbury Park Branch take five shares each.
wFisher.—Thanks for tho ] Mr. G. Nidd, a London friend, is one of twelve, who
’inY'aCS-—WEWiShy promise, hope soon to be twenty, or even forty. They are to

L—TU- . . A
‘2 M\chaii Ou success. subscribe sixpence each weekly, and to take a share in the
fd‘aﬂlt ham Branch did noble work in raising its

hat le hTRat | name of one of them for every pound thus accumulated.
" New Brompton. Wo are not surprised to Which is a verv ha idea
> Kk £8 g men and women members subscribed as much . y happy .
i ovii OBre°eived n I wish | had room for bits from the letters of donors,

Tribut% R e A O W rT w o Worlds-New York Ssome of which have brought the moisture to my eyes. |

W g ™ %{M Newcastle Daily Loador—Now York greatly value their expressions of affection and confidence.
Y SutRi, 7. Blade—Truthsoeker Western Figaro— I have received the following fresh donations:i— 1 D
C. aiesex rday Cllobig. Boston Journal—Isle of Man Times— g ’ "
Jixn Cou, _Times—Freoma®'s douinal—Baii Aeveig- £2; W. Baxter, 5s.; D. F. Gloak, 2s. 6d.; T. Dobson, 5s.;

EVOl earn®wYKps—Chatham and Rochester News W. S. M., 10s.; H. A. S., 10s.; C. North, Is.; E. F. B., 10s,;

, -Ueli' it Uel—TluveYit-eMi* F¥nithe—Dublin Evening Herald—bPer F. Holland, 2s. 6d.; W. B., 2s. Gd.; W. Hyde, 2s. 6d.;
kimji, . r°° I'res< .j°th Century—Boston Investigator—South

- ; - Rubber Stamp Flexible Type Co. (Manchester), £5; One
I . Lucifer—Fre . . . :

SAiQ’tPﬂvAn, Kfﬁ% r idenker of the Girls, 2s.; C. Mallinson, 2s.; T. Hopkins, Is.; A few
»Ntter T th? Freethinker should bo addrossod to

usd v 0DOKSt! eOt- Bondon, E.C. non-members, 5s.; Two Macs, 2s.; M. Bell, £3; T. E. M.,

-Or&/\JiIBr thgy 5@1‘ r@uob 28 Stonccuttor-stroot by first post IS.; Nemo, 2s. Gd.; Alpha, Is.; H. A. Cumber, 5s.; Shop

) WOl not bo inserted. ) Assistants, 4s. 6d.; F. B., 2s. Gd.; T. Dunbar, Is. Gd.;

(J]}t"x\tif’)%eolw\'n uld rg?%]HSU-S n§t! ‘atgx__(than Tuesday ifareply . c. (Dorking), £1; J. Hayes, Is.; S. Holmes, £1;

it HOOR : twis tho reply stands over Ejgcher (Derby), 5s.; Il. Organ, lIs.; W. Lamb, £1;

- literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stono- B. D, El'_ . . . o

nestreet, E.C. ., iho publishing In l(3:0nt|2_LJ|r;g this apfelal ITdho S0 mh the hopteLt_T(at |r: will

il i . igd;-bne Year, soon bo entirely successful. ose who cannot Like shares,

«12‘1 Rlﬁgfﬁeé}ﬁgomﬁge%ﬁg?ﬂ% :>'- 'st overy sue- or prefer not to do so, are earnestly invited to send me

ceel A m Thi WEA AN TS e UM any donation they can afford, no matter how small it may

, Auvertlsemknts.—Thirty —One ui i f i

Is ton W?rds f,'gd DPBIaye? Ad“- gs Special term be. Many littlcs make much, and in the union of numbers
vRetbhsolumn, £1 2s.fid.; co 26s.

umn, £
8trivg tk G. W. FOOTE.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

Me. Putnam, the President of the American Secular Union,
and an intimate personal friend of Colonel Ingersoll, is on
the Atlantic while we are penning this paragraph. The
ship he is voyaging in is timed to arrive at Southampton
early on Friday morning, and Messrs. Foote and Watts will
be there to meet her as she steams into dock. They will
welcome Mr. Putnam in the name of the Secular party, and
travel up with him to London, where they will see to his
comfort and make him feel as much at home as possible in
a new land.

Mr. Putnam is to deliver his first lecture at the London
Hall of Science this evening (May 5). Mr. Foote gives up
his Sunday in order to take the chair and introduce our
distinguished visitor. We hope the Freethinkers of the
metropolis will muster in strong force on this occasion, and
pack the hall in every corner. Mr. Putnam ought to have a
nig meeting and a grand reception. He represents the
American Secular Union officially, and in giving him an
enthusiastic welcome our friends will be honoring the
Freethought party in the land of Ingersoll. Mr. Putnam
has a reputation for eloquence upon the platform, and we
know he is an eloquent writer. N.B.—The free admission
will be suspended on this occasion.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference takes
place at Bristol on Whit-Sunday. Mr. Putnam will attend
it and speak at the evening meeting as President of the
American Secular Union. He will also read a special letter
from Colonel Ingersoll to the Freethinkers of Great Britain.
Mr. Putnam will send an account of the Conference to the
New York Truthseeker, and we hope ho will have plenty of
good material for his article. Branches of the N.S.S. should
lose no time in making arrangements to be represented at
this Conference. We believe there will be a strong gathering
of our party’s lecturers.

The report of the Hall of Science Libel Case is now on
sale in pamphlet form, with a sixteen-page Introduction by
Mr. Foote, giving a history of the case before trial and a full
and true accountof “ The Leeds Orgies,” which the Christian
Evidence people have made such sinister use of for nearly
twenty years. This Introduction has given Mr. Foote a
great deal of trouble, partly owing to the difficulty of
obtaining all the facts relating to the Leeds affair. But the
thing is done at last, and done once for all; so that this
pamphlet should stand for a long while as a thorough
vindication of Secularism against its most malignant
calumniators.

The pamphlet is well printed on good paper, and is
published at the low price of threepence. Of courso there
will I>e a considerable loss on this edition. Should it turn
out that there is a wide demand for the publication- and
there should be, for Secularists ought to circulate it as
extensively as possible—Mr. Foote will issue a bigger
edition on cheaper paper and at a lower price -say two-
pence, or even a penny. It could not be produced at that
price, but the great thing is to get it widely distributed.

There was a capital audience at the Hall of Science last
Sunday evening, when Mr. Charles Watts lectured on “ Man
and the Universe.” The applause was very enthusiastic,
and at the conclusion of the lecture it was repeated again
and again. _

r

To-day, Sunday, May 5, Mr. Watts lectures three times in
Glasgow, and on Monday evening he commences a four
nights’ debate in the Glasgow City Hall with Dr. Jamieson.

The annual meeting of the Liverpool Branch takes place
this Sunday evening at the Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne's-
street. A good attendance of members is desired.

At the Finsbury™ Park Branch meeting, last Sunday,
motions for the Conference Agenda were passed, and
delegates appointed. It was unanimously resolved to take
up five fully-paid-up shares in the National Secular Hall
Society as an inducement to other N.S.S. Branches to go and
do likewise.

The Report of the Humanitarian League, read at its
annual meeting on April 25, showed a greatly extended
amount of work during tin; pastyear. The energetic workers
on the H. L., with but a small income, can fairly claim that
they are helping to leaven the public mind with humani-
tarian principles. _

Mr. C. Cohen lectures in Victoria Park, for the first time
this season, on Sunday afternoon. Freethinkers in the
neighborhood are asked to attend and support the meetings
against the attacks of Christian rowdies.
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The Rochester and Chatham, Standard devotes se'
paragraphs of “ Chit-Chat” to the recent Foote-yal
debate at New Brompton. The writer doubts whether »
good comes of such intellectual encounters, but he cOJrlir,
ments Mr. Waldron as a speaker, and says that
Foote is an able and eloquent debater, and friends and
joined in acknowledging his power and ability.”

The Islington Branch opens its al fresco lecturing” Q.
to-day (May 5) at its station in Prebend-street, Pack'n8 ry
street. During May the experiment of lectures in 111
Park on Sunday evenings is to be tried, and thoy w
continued if the Branch finds them successful.

The West London Branch having decided to are
outdoor propaganda in Kilburn, local Freethinke
ewrnesrtly f¢quested to attend and sHp@brt the P'/jecfc
to-day (May 5), when Mr. F. Haslam will lecture, hism
being, “ Bible Stories : Are they True ?’ Time, Vp-®-

The Bristol Branch commences its open-air PrO.Pi/p»rfc
this Sunday evening, at 7, in the lower end of Eastvil .~
when Mr. J. Keast will give an address on Ciij
Evidence. Friends in the neighborhood are reque
attend and support the meeting.

Mr. William Heaford lectures at the Failsworth
Schools on Sunday afternoon and evening, h® , «dl®
being “ Secularism Expounded and Vindicated, ill* , «ll
Bible, the School, and Morality.” Hymns and chor <gYjig
be sung by the choir, assisted by the Failswortn”™ ce
band, and tea will be provided for friends from a<'iS

Lyman Abbott writes in the Centura on Rg‘d\'/gr

He argues in rQjjgiolUs
moral teaching, and against the State conducting , j by
exercises. “ Settlement,” he says, “ will not beie
contriving some simple theology which can be taug “olind~
public school, on the theory that a theology can ng 1111' iinu
broad and S|mple that Agnostics, Jews, Prot%sm

Roman Catholics will agree upon it.

philosophy of religion, and the piiilosophy of r(* Ifi® cnlptl
necessary to good citizenship.” His paper is anil

find a basis acceptable to all reasonable parties.

Dr.
Teaching in the Public Schools.”

There was a capital audience at Mr. Foote’slecturf?j/iii®

West London Branch on Tuesday evening. 1*D m], da\
was well filled, and the lecture was followed j )G
attention. Mr. Touzeau Parris took the chai or t"
questioners’'to the point, much to the disgust ot  j 3 loi'VvV
of them who wanted to put questions several
Four Christians offered opposition, and were "ggjii.
courteously. Mr. Foote’s reply aroused great ei 0
Mr. A. B. Moss will be forty years old on Pe\/(7];'%5

used to think about their funerals at that age, >3 ﬂ{gug"
has altered, and Mr. Moss is still a “ young >j Jiis 19
is just twenty years this month sinco he deliv Js.
Freethought lecture. Mr. Moss's last leoturo (

last up to date) was delivered on Sunday JI<rIINfll k<clJ
open-air audience at Camberwell. We hope la-

the war-path for another twenty years at least.

Mr. J. M. Wheeler has taken the Wlteh-burnjng
Clonmel as the text for a terrible se_rmon,%in i
in a pamphlet entitled Satan, Witchcra ®y.. by

Readers of the Freethinker Know pow — EWnA3Trs
colleague always does his work, He proves c® ., ¢.b«1l

2 multitudé df references, that tIG OlolVIGI mfew

were go<xl Bible Christians, The Pa,lP1.G he  Hsx
published at two]x:nce by Mr. Forder, shoubl pu

circulated while the Irish tragedy is fresn
mind.

Obituary. thc to A e,

Last Sunday, the 28 ult.,, wo consigned to preeti'11tjO
Sunderland Cemetery, the remains of a stu,fiAy-on0 °’'rt il
Thomas Cussins, who died at the ago ot i Ipcjal la™M
previous Thursday. Though not taking an> , for
the business of the N.S.Si, our late fr®1 tli'aOi-AeW
yearsmaintained in prlvate discussion nd -
principles, both here* and in the South pt
young man he had fought for liberty in the
Though earnestly ad#'ured to seek theser
in the last days of his illness, e roéiso hut ® y t®

opinions, contemplating the end with ceN"03%
with pleasure. Austin Holyoako's service 0 cO.'Li 1
graveside by W. 1. Stansell to an ntte«“ N bU1

chiefly of the deceased’s Catholic f(®ncT(lkkers W
appeared to have much effect. Fowlreel' » Mr|§k
they being mostly occupied in listening
grand lecture in the Victoria Hall.—
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BOOK CHAT.

the lat ARnl Monist the editor, Dr. Paul Carus, criticises
l'aviiiL'd, *to’essor Romanes’'s Thoughts on Religion; and,
lighton v« correspondent of the Professor, throws some
the conversion.” Romanes never got away from
& 1 ments_in which he was trained. In his Candid
state"tir?Ql  Theism he says : “ | feel it is desirable”™to
| indivfd ;u!f antecedent bias with regard to Theism which

tracliti.J ,*y. possess is unquestionably on the side of
fouiui i; .odief.” It was “ with the utmost sorrow” he
broke do®&” i J 1l opposition to it. When his health

dlencc theTki 6 “ rummagcs his brain for arguments to

friend v?1c? ,°f reason I “ What tortures,” exclaims his
. . | . .. n~ . .
rophSEP RSEEYS hid Hereleioe,, “wTordigtraction gt

mind is more injurious tha?] overwol - mr.\io?c caso Olf
| a5, anxiqus to attempt. the jmpolite = unusUal,
FOleasor FRomanes seens to be the am‘?ul,h ntne.veﬂ
ae of along struggle of reason again, 1 triumph, if
frim Aogme Incu?cgated in youth, wﬂm oY Livuipug -
i~ulties  gnau ca™e(”> when ill-health prostrates the

r* ., ®incoherent. :i.nd nnfirneViorl nf ttio rmfpa
W\Oﬁ Professor Romanes suthcicn y ionger at his best.

anot R bEIRERERALIaR R,  betterforhisfnends

Mutation, and liis own, by suppressing them.

ard [ éﬁ% hor of A Keg to th
P T R
,u The Well-Springs of Reality. He sagh-spy dsy
utran, subhuman, superhuman, “are . which even in
ry.” Thiskey'to t\ie riddle isanold on , wm fd

A - . ™ .
b~ dencing) (BRI g DBk B hess Y o " 1dels
Worggr]; Solve ad sorts of difficulties, complains of
raginning ” of Hegelignism !

* *

It >

NeNaftic*£Sailt to dnd that our old friend, the English
~re'ides'tv,001!3 UP ds high standard of excellmice, and
"\gli this .. Of2. “ as well as information for its clientele. It
~Ndc the irmiUion whidl, in the days of 1L A. Proctor,
'V’rkshnn 't ' ? welcome visitor in other places beside the
BWeril ., themepifitvpart lor

. gtﬁdt&%er v'?/‘rifeerlsl?\évb[)yfva

Paper; while the keaiJ'S.
P°Pular tOBICS ?s Eastertide, Mitclie.,
nu erol correspondents Seemto

aiﬁ%%og%_vable guestion bearing,

. ""Astronorrrical
taln,(hgr%orléggtlon ’ot
., Witchcrafta =
|$Ebﬂut/\m answer. b

e mochanics

During the Franco-Brussiaii War khe”~nn gtf Mi b
ignon, “ the man on the white h°/e, was famih«
i of Metz against Marshal wo Freethinker

O A R R Rl S eror,  NPE Othe
Qi Dustave Flauliert. *

g N .

SRS, LR & Pl tYE,SoNe @ tiu

dves>the preseng aspeet of * higher criticism. ,
Y, .

) [T

whic

B ¢~ Ca Series™ Si?/ °i Kew York, are issuing an “ Anthr
Wn Ln1'rinut; initial volume is Dr. Mason’s Woman
Rh. Av?ry congl which share is proved to hai
\di bf BB Quis'pr fidile ene:.. T}ie seeond velume is by tl
teaf / tlio 0] .ilKes, on The 1'ygmies. The author, wf

wluitntiQuity ,if t1?°i anthropologists, believed in tl

&t;t u!'#- He t>a,,. i'V'nan race, and never fully acceptt
‘p e s» m °w that the pygmies ofier no su

of gRelig\oU ,, allng ;vmissing link. The last chapte
at interest >eiu °t the Hottentots and Bushmen,”

* * *

M V yo boon*  \number of the late M. Darmestetei

«“be\ ,Po.aro to00 *n a volume which Houghto
“Aftrdin018i°ns of HU)idl- The subjects of the essays an

] in AfGi | utkF c¥ “The Prophets of Israe
ald“ pi'Renan ” « \ KWL Songs,” “ Race and Traditior

~upremnn , = 7 on the History of the Jews
"°d >n the Indo-European Mythology.

. of T'ITi1 &fétus (March 21) has a very ill-natui
iJorir plous \v+, BRI, 1. ¢ Ilis Lifl Ofid W'h<, "Ine 1
4 QReN” It ittle prepesteralls, aRd altogether-out
toﬁ’gg - tia’ BE it I Spadlaugh - 6F He Rradlaugh, i
N0 R 71, 4@@“ ied ingeist time”  The “go
"fi>R do. * thatof the song, isalway.- commi
t° "Peak of “ Kradlaugh's brutal ai
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foolish attempt to force his way into the House of Commons”
may be pious, but is certainly preposterous. Bradlaugli
only persisted to his utmost in doing what his constituents
had sent him to do. Had he not done so, the “good time”
might have been deferred to the Greek calends.

A KIND OF PREACHER.

“ Volumes might be written on the impiety of the pious.”
—Herbert Spencer.

A mighty moral leader this,

Who deals with finely-flourished arms,
Now in damnation, now in bliss,

Now sweetly comforts, now alarms ;
And skilled to clothe each view intense
With pulpit-shaking eloquence !

Nothing too vague or too sublime
Transcends his confident surmise ;
The awful ambuscades of time
Conceal no secrets from his eyes ;
The deeps of space he coolly sounds,
He gives eternity its bounds.

On Nature’s plan his looks are bent,
And lo ! she teems, we straightway learn,
With special providences meant
For his rare wisdom to discern.
He scorns what Science may disclose,
For she but talks of what she knows.

He lifts aloft his pious gaze;
111 holy wrath his features glow ;
For all dark sinning souls he prays ;
His congregation weeps below.
He sees destruction’s giddy brink
Thronged with these rogues who dare to think.

But once beneath his throne we sat;
We heard his outflow, word for word :
And God was this, and God was that,
And God was thus and thus, we heard ;
Till we, who merely mope and plod,
Envied this bosom-friend of God !

—Bloom and Brambles. Edgak Fawcett.

MR. PUTNAM'S ENGAGEMENTS.

Mr. Charles Watts has made the following lecturing

engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam :(—

May 5, Hall of Science, London;
Bradford ; 26, Liverpool.

June 2, N.S.S. Conference; 9, Glasgow; 16, Edinburgh;
26, Manchester; 60, Sheffield.

July 7, Newcastle-on-Tyne; 14, Bristol; 21, Birmingham.

Mr. Putnam will return to New York in August, there-
fore friends who have not engaged him should communi-
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any of the
above towns requiring week-night lectures should arrange
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their district on
the Sunday.

Arrangements are being made for him to speak in Derby
and Stockton-on-Tees during the weeks following his King
at Manchester and Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dundee should be
visited when lie lectures in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

12, Camberwell; 19,

Christianity is to Ix) regarded as a system rather than as
doctrine, for, like Proteus, it changes its form, and, when-
zerdefeated in attack, if policy so dictates, it adopts the
roved ideas of its assailants, and thus preserves its
rganisation, which is more essential to its official
ipporters than are its dogmas. These are abandoned or
innged whenever expediency dictates, making aggressive
fort very difficult; for whenever a point is successfully
«sailed it is declared to lie “ unessential,” or else not to
along to trite Christianity. Everything is abandoned but
atural morality, and still men call themselves Christians
ud support the system which has no excuse for continuance
nless miracle anil revelation aro facts. When Rationalists
® the duty of consistency, they will cease to uphold a
/stem which lias no logical existence apart from sujier-

aturalism  Robert C. Adams.
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SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS—VII.

Major "Evans Bell.

Major Thomas Evans Betl was chiefly known by his works
on Indian affairs. He entered the army in 1842, and was
employed in the suppression of Thugee. He served his
country well in India, and probably in nothing better than
in his continued advocacy in books and pamphlets of the
just claims of the natives. But this independent attitude
did not commend him to the authorities, and stood in the
way of justly-earned promotion. As a Freethinker, he is to
be remembered by his concise little book entitled The Task
of To-day, in which, taking up Carlyle’s injunction to do the
duty nearest hand, he examines the religion in which he
had been reared. During the early days of the Reasoner
Major Bell supported that paper with both purse and pen,
writing many Freethought articles under the signature of

“ Undecimus.” He, indeed, contemplated selling his com-
mission to devote himself to Freethought, but, by the
advice of friends, was deterred. He returned to India at

the outbreak of the mutiny, and became Deputy Com-
missioner of Police at Madras. He probably had some
share in leading Judge Strange on the road to Freethought.

The influence of Carlyle is notable in The Tank of To-day,
which was published by James Watson in 1852, and
is dedicated to G. J. llolyoake. He says in his preface :
“ Life is a very serious thing ; every gleam of truth reveals
to us more of the laws of absolute fact, inexorable and
eternal, which make up the inscrutable Future and
Invisible, as they do the visible and mysterious Present.
Shall we raise our puny hands or voices and fight against
those laws 1 Shall we lie against eternal truth, or shut our
eyes and ears against it1 | dare do none of these things
deliberately. My share in the work of the world is
doubtless of the minutest consequence, but to me it is of
infinite consequence. To me it is of infinite consequence
whether | live a traitor and a coward, or a true man. Good
or bad, this is my work ; | found I had it to do, and | have
done it. May | ever do so.”

The Task examines the Christian evidences with the
result of showing that they were accepted in days of gross
credulity, and have been largely maintained by pious
frauds. Thus he says: “There was exactly the same
evidence, and no more, in the third and fourth centuries
that there is now—namely, certain narratives, the earliest
of which was certainly not written sooner than thirty years
after the death of Christ; but the superstition and
ignorance of those times were such that accounts of
supernatural events met with easy credit, and were
attributed by some to divine, and by others to diabolical
agency, according as they approved or disliked the character
of the miracle-worker, or the tendency of his doctrines.”

“ Hardly two centuries ago a man in England was
considered, even by the educated, as little better than an
Atheist if he doubted that many old women were endowed
by the Devil with the power of working miracles without
number.” The frauds, he shows, were not confined to
Catholics. “ Although modern Protestantism has never
pretended to miraculous powers, yet Protestant pious frauds
have always abounded, and abound in the present day.
It is a gross fraud to gloss over and conceal the infamous
characters and obviously interested motives of many of the
principal actors in the Reformation, in England particularly,
as Protestant writers have done. Awful interpositions of
Providence, exaggerated and fictitious accounts of death-
bed scenes, both of believers and infidels, the lying reports
of missionaries, and, in particular, the long evangelical
speeches they are so fond ,1 putting into the mouths of
their converts, are instances of Protestant pious frauds.”

The alleged evidences of prophecy are equally examined,
and paralleled by the evidence for Mohammedanism. The
Bible is" shown to bear many traces of superstition and
savagery, and he proceeds to examine the evidence for an
alleged Great First Cause. He concludes this section with
the words: “ To act this life well it is not necessary to
know the secrets of the Invisible, the destinies of worlds
and systems, or the life beyond the grave, if a life there be.
That is the department of speculation and poetry, and not
of knowledge or of action. We owe no service to the
Invisible and. Unknown; our work is here before us.”

The little book concludes with the contention that
morality must be independent of speculation, and an
exhortation to mutual help and frankness in proclaiming
unbelief in dogmas which have only cursed mankind.
“ How long,” he asks, “ could the present social ostracism be
pursued against avowed unbelievers if the words, ‘1 am not
a Christian,’ were calmly and gently, but firmly, pronounced,
not obtrusively paraded, in the drawing-room, the court of
justice, and the senate, whenever passing event called for
such an expression of opinion from a candid and honest
man 1 How long could the Christian superstition enjoy its
galvanic life in England if every man whose heart and
intellect revolted from it were henceforward to raise his
voice and pen to denounce and to abolish it'l1 And in the
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speedy destruction and abolition of its influence lies
only hope of peaceable and harmonious progress.”

Major Bell retired from India in 1865, but continue
largely interest himself in Indian affairs. He, ty
September 12, 1887. The Illustrated London Newt slrpdy
afterwards gave his portrait, which is that of a relliy if,
fine-looking man. J M

JONAH OUTDONE.

An American paper publishes the following, which ‘fgy
internal evidence of being as true as Gospel: “ Many J
ago a ship had made its way around Cape Horn, and(agji-
entered the Gulf Stream. On this trip many of the P gy
gers sickened and died. When they died it was the , s
custom to read over the dead the burial service, atta ~
weight to the bodies, and cast them overboard, A m ontl?
passengers were an old man and his boy. The old g8/
man had been out as a missionary to some island. A WJ
he sickened, and it was supposed he had died. The . j.
service was read over his body, a carpenter’'s axe and g ~
stone were attached to it, and it was cast overboard m . a
sea and passed out of sight. This crazed the boy, an
paroxysm of grief he leaped overboard and disaPP®"«
also. It was discovered that many sharks were f°u,

the vessel, and the sailors baited a hook, threw it over |
and caught one of the monsters, and, with the
windlass, they drew it on board. When the creator .S
dissected the sailors found the old man

stomach. By chance, or by the power of God, they ha.onay
been swallowed by the same shark. The old_missl
was not dead, as supposed, but only in a religious t
The warm atmosphere inside the shark had revive
They had set up the grindstone, the boy was turning 1
the old man was grinding the axe preparatoryto ¢ . to
their way out. As they had been working a’l-fired h'
prevent the gastric juices from taking hold_of the »
digesting them, and the atmosphere being quite warn’ ;G
the air rather impure, they both sweated tremendously- .jj
after using two or three bottles of ‘Orthodox ot fOr
Bitters,’ the old man seemed better than ho had °
some years, and entirely recovered.”

Witchcraft.

*

Two hundred and fifty years ago it was moraf in
to believe in witches, and it was a moral act to kill a ~il it
To-day it is held immoral to believe in witchcraft ,\raffcis
witch would now be at law a criminal act. Witch tH
so admittedly false that palmistry, conjuring, and * pie
telling are treated as punishable frauds. Yet j1 "~ is
supernatural point of view the realitv of WitenV.,.. *
unguestionable,
indisputable (wc~ |, --
24; Raut, xviih 10, 11,5 Sim:m&hxmm} And in 111 '.ho?
districts of England where school boards are W tdd
influence, and where godless education has been P A
the pious ignorant folk still believe in charms, wise
and white and black magic.—G. Bradlaugh, “ Super
and Rational Morality.”

Real Beliefs.

I remember reading some time ago a suggestion, ‘1“
was by a man of God, that every one should write gﬁ’
his own words, what he really believes. .V SO d
leisuire and a stock of paper, I thought of doing s> j;
the more | pondered the matter, the less

5 amck L found. that. the dm:um&nbwould.fw\e\}q
omit every particular of the Athanasian Creed, bu. jDy GV
the Creed, ascribed to the Apostles. | found tba 1b
creed was a very meagre one, and entirely secU'(re
wrote down “ | believe in God,” it would have n°
meaning than “ | believe in ghosts.” In my own -Olis
and that of my fellows, and in my consequent rei e coOL
them, my real belief was included. Of course o” Ot
expand the beliefs arising out of our relations
beings to considerable dimensions ; but between (per®a
the theological dogmas for which faith is demand*'1 \%
a great gulf fixed. People say they believe in 1Ve>IW
what they mean is that they assent to, without eve
them.—Carpe Diem.

What strange rage possesses some people to taN
all being miserable ! They are like a quack, w
fain have us believe we are ill, in order to sell t jygJtP
Keep thy drugs, my friend, and leave mo my
Voltaire.
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MOSES AND SARGON.

Widely TS+ legendary lore are aware that one of the most
preserver)*tended of myths is that of the miraculously-
BstriL-\, , Id. . The Roman story of Romulus and Remus
Pprsian n ~ similar to that told of the Trojan Paris and the
cMid Ch w.™8 . The story of Herod seeking to slay the
tio * « is similkar to tivat of Kamsa seeking to destroy

storl naan-god, Krishna. The oldest known of these
ooKist«lS A Sargon, whose reign is fixed by Assyri-
earliei.gi an°ut 3800 B.c., or some fifteen hundred years

ifOses 1" an the date ascribed to Moses. Yet the story of
Sargoniil ~nlKnshes is almost identical with that of

gmve réereu ky George Smith, Sargon’s birth was in a
NckeV,, j , 6 child’'s mother placed him in a cradle of
“Ina and launched it on the river. Fox Talbotrenders it:
anark of *k"\iP"ace she brought me forth ; she placed mein
she thrpr nnhrushes ; with bitumen my door she closed up ;
De =tlif¥WPle Int° the river, which did not enter the ark to
Wer-M river.carried me; to the dwelling of Akki, the
gcodnpJ'Thb ~ brought me. AKki, the water-carrier, in his
'vater-ca < leart, lifted me up from the river. AKkki, the
Past, \Wrrier>brought me up as hisown son” (Records of the

°Terthro\t+u\irfb of Cyrus it was foretold that he would
anJ] conoVt* e -Median kingdom of his grandfather, Astyages,
the chilffUer "Ma, and it was to ward off this calamity that
i °y I)pf'VaS.abandoned. Hecuba, wife of Priam, king of
forth’ a f;,0re tle birth of Paris, dreamed that she brought
To preventorand which caused the destruction of the city.
mtaleof b the king ordered the destruction of the child.
Pharaofi ] Midrash tells us that, before the birth of Moses,
8cod bef “rcained that as he sat upon his throne an old man
he pm an°f? hun holding a balance, into one side of which
ks inhak:ftlle, "Princes and elders and nobles of Egypt, and all
~hicR n .3 . >and into the other side he put a young babe
'yearn vcighed them all. As Balaam interpreted the
Jhreatenp.i Ctu< was to be born to the Hebrews that

?pcree that8lnatuwan®er to ®gypt ; and he advisedthe
fheriypp' 3 their new-born sons should be thrown into

4ssyr"Flac Edwards’ admirable little book, The Witness
SiVes hot onl’\'/i Contrasted with the Monuments, he
- hata,; ~ P10 legends concerning Sargon and the proof
all literatn r1P rlant part he played in Babylonian history

V% b%% ut evidence of the imnrobabilitv of the storv
%’@ iSaTsV “ Commentators and apologists have
glirgiving a ma representing Pharaoh’s daughter
c how far'fetHebrew name toiler foundling.” He
Part6 ~bole"sfpri036™ are. their conjectures, and remarks :
of tV°f the Y"Was written in Hebrew, by Hebrews, as
u fhe llero * ory of a Hebrew nation ; therefore, the name
&°ng must be taken as Hebrew until we have very
?ebce to the contrary. The probability is that

Ol'r’wed the legend of Moses from their Baby-
c°nquerors.” Celsus.

iplre p Known by their Fruits.

k~auas p6;think-ers of Oregon celebrated the birthday of
of '? bamn,],!1(Vaud some of the orthodox people of the same
of liberalism lur! *n effigy. With these specimen products
of I rt]aLﬁ n and of religion before him, the Rev. Mr. Locke,

mfidpp ' was moved to deliver a sermon on the “ Fruits
i3&eictt hi j° Pomological expert can censure him for
5 * Presentma”e’.for Mie fruit of Infidelity, as illustrated
H ?2“« » * case, isgood, being nothing less than a display
on IT Conor vT 3ervices rendered and the paying of honor
frI V(! otlm> 4 been lpng overdye. The fruit of religion,

r |sh F\h ng Opened &J.nder a hu?dred yearfs of
s who iir o]} In eugy Q the Oﬁﬁ';mmﬁt [«
Under‘ %Jl ﬁ freedom i

WcE"tree EHEF > THe BRP, §rowR

I"cyed f Qth [ ] Palne it is worth our trouble to

*r>lropping rotten from the gallows-tree, is

buin~bdse taste* = tllat I know of, except the religious
Ny salttlo,'~Mc  Is_not suffmently cultivated to relish
T- Macdonald, in * Truthseeder.”

ly.
. — mnuence of our churg: O 2Ry Wb HeY
into“oVre awe{ln tHe massesuln o silenc , d ucceetggg |%n

AN r cdumcel By what means have they.” {eUow) atld
V a t Reectariailism. setting man T' voukl not kneel

1 , ipalth in tli -

h’\sHatbra%t 56% H&fr?trg%rli?leal VIVHQ Blble
‘trt throughout Christendom. While that
°°per. lere 18 no hope for freedom in Europe.—
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¢ SCIENCE AND SUPERSTITION.

As crumble custom’s mouldering chains away,
Power’s gilded idol turns to common clay.
Heart flies to heart ; no longer reason heeds
The weak resistance of established creeds ;
Tradition totters from her misty throne,

And all the impostures of the past are known.
Hardly can we lend credence to the tale

Of their long woes who first rent error’s veil ;
What royal spite, what curses from the church
Scared the pale scholar in his cloistered search ;
How many from themselves their visions hid,
Or, friendless, exiled, outcast and forbid,

Like Dante, scaling with dejected tread

A tyrant’s staircase, broke a tyrant’s bread 1

But now the soul, from ancient falsehoods woke,
Abjures old Superstition’s rotten yoke ;

No wrathful threat in Nature’'s thunder fears,
No fate foreboded in the falling spheres.

All fables, Fancy’s fond impertinence,

Fade from the cold arithmetic of Sense.

Now to Truth’s courts a never-faltering throng,
Thy torch, O Science ! lights and leads along ;
No sluggard sons this age of labor owns,

In earth’s great workshop solitary drones,

But every mind the general task must share,
Brave the long toil, and mingle in the care ;

In love with knowledge, that alone can be

Our country’s hope—sole safeguard of the free.

T. W. Parsons.

“ General ” Booth and the Angels.

While in Scotland last week “ General” Booth, the Pope
of the Salvation Army, in one of his addresses, remarked
that he was particularly satisfied with the conduct of the
angelswho had warned Lot and his family of their danger, and
helped them to flee from the doomed city. “ | do like these
angels,” he added. “When | go to heaven, and have got
over the first surprise at all 1 shall see there, I'll go and
have a cup of tea with them.”

For writing an infinitely more decorous yet scathing
denouncement of the follies of Christianity, G. W. Foote,
the Freethinker, was a few years ago sentenced to twelve
months’ imprisonment in Holloway Gaol. *“ General”
Booth’s coarse vulgarity was received with acclamation and
loud cries of “Amen” and “ Hallelujah” by thousands of
excitable Salvationists “ who had been washed in the blood
of the Lamb.”

What in one man was considered as the “ rankest blas-
phemy,” in another is regarded as “ pious jocularity.” But
then the one man was an “ Infidel,” and the other is a pious
Christian.

That accounts for the milk in the cocoa-nut.—The Crescent.

PROFANE JOKES.

Son—* And the missionary was eaten by the cannibal 1
Will the missionary go to heaven V Father—* Oh, yes!”
Son—*" Will the cannibal ' Father—" Of course not.” Son—
“ He'll not! Why, how can the missionary go to heaven if
the cannibal doesn’t, when the missionary’s inside him I’

took his son for a drive the other day, and
stopped at a tavern to water his horse. After watching the
operation, Bobby blurted out, “ Papa, why don’'t the horse
take the pail up with his feet and drink ' “Why, he isn’'t
made that way,” replied Dr. P----- - “Why didn't God make
him soT next asked Bobby. “Ah ! that beats me. How
should I know I The youngster’'s reverence for his father
fell fifty per cent., and he replied : “ I'll ask grandma. She
knows God.”

A well-known divinity professor, a grave and learned man,
had five daughters, whom his students irreverently named
“ Genesis,” “ Exodus,” “ Numbers,” “ Leviticus,” and “ Deuter-

onomy.” Beginning his lecture, one day, the professor said :
“ Gentlemen, | wish to speak to you about the age of
Genesis.” Roars of laughter came from the students.

“ Genesis is not so old as you suppose,” continued the pro-
fessor. More roars—so long continued, indeed, that the
worthy man had time to think before he made the next
remark. He said timidly—and he managed to hit the mark

this time—" I may not be thinking of the same Genesis as
you are T
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and be
marked “ Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card."]

LONDON.
Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.) :
S. P. Putnam will lecture.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45,
Stanley Jones, “ The Soul and Science.” Tuesday, at 8, dancing.

7, musical selections ; 7.30,

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
0. James, “ God at the Bar of Humanity.”
West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15,

Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Thomas 4 Kempis and the Inner Life.”

West Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,
E. E. Sims, “ The Need of an Aggressive Policy.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, T. Thurlow will lecture.

Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Mansions in
the Sky.”

Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, G. Standring will lecture.

Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, 0. Cohen will lecture.

Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.15, Stanley Jones, “ The
Soul and Science”; 3.15, A. B. Moss, “ The>Ascent of Man”; 6.30, J.
Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, St. John will lecture.
Thursday, at 8, F. Haslam, “ Modern Science and Revelation.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, St. John will
Wednesday, at 8, St. John will lecture.

Islington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) :
there a God ?”

Kilburn (High-road) :
True ?”

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) :
Snelling, “ Secularism and Citizenship.”

Mile End Waste : 11.15, O. Cohen, “ Christianity and Morality.”

O1d Pimlico Pier: 1130, F. Haslam, “ The Bible at the Bar of
Reason.”

Regent's Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3, W. J. Ramsey, “ Salvation
by Proxy "—Part I.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, J. Marshall will lecture ;
3.15, C. Cohen will lecture.

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, S. E. Easton,
Old Tales Re-told”; 7, “Under Which Flag ?”
“ Fruits of Christianity.”

lecture.

11.30, J. Fagan, “Is

6.30, F. Haslam, “ Bible Stories : Are they

11.30, P. Harold

“ Some
Thursday, at 8,C. Cohen,

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street): Thursdays, at 8,
papers, discussions, etc.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen's-road, New Brompton): 7, J. J.
Taylor will lecture.

Derby (Pollicott’'s Dining Rooms, Market-place) :
meeting to appoint Conference delegates, etc.

Failswoutii Secular Sunday-school
Heaford, “ Secularism Expounded and Vindicated”;
the School, and Morality.”

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall,

7.45, members’

2.30, iWilliam
“ The Bible,

(Pole-lane) :
6.30,

110 Brunswick-street): 11.30, Charles
Watts, “ Trust in God a Delusion ”; 2.30, “ Theology at the Bar of
History”; 6.30, “The Drawbacks of Theism; or, Dr. Jamieson’s
Fallacies Exposed.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall,

St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ;

7, C. Doeg, “ The Best of All Possible Worlds.” Annual meeting of
members after lecture.
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30,

Laurance Small, B.Sc., “ Darwinism and Socialism.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, Members'.meeting—
important business.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
11, S. H. Alison, “ The Gospel of Socialism ”; 3, “ The Bible and Modern
Thought ”; 7, “ His Satanic Majesty ” (preceded by recital). Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) :
7.30, Business meeting.

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office) :
7, The Secretary, “ Royal Paupers.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Barnsley (May Day Green): Il, W. Dyson, “ The Single Tax a

Solution of Poverty ”; 6.30, “ The Problem of Evil—Theism's Latest
Defence.”

Bristol (Eastville Park, Ir gr end): 7, J. Keast, “ Christian
Evidence.”

Derby (Market-placel : 6.45, Mr. Whitney, “ The Bible Up to Date.”
Hull (Corporation Field) : 230 and 7, “ What Socialism will Do.”
[1f wet, Cobden Hall, Storey-street.]

Lecturers’ Engagements.

Stephen H. Alison, Sunnyside, 72 Union-grove, Clapham, London,
S.W.—May 5, Sheffield.

C COHEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—May 5, m.
Mile End, a. Victoria Park, e. Edmonton ; 9, Wood Green ; 12, Sheffield ;
19, Manchester; 23, Wood Green; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a. Victoria
Park, e. Wood Green ; 30, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London. May 5, m.
Finsbury Park, e. Battersea ; 12, m. Wood Green, e. Edmonton ; 19, m.
Finsbury, e. Deptford ; 22, Hyde Park.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—May 5 a.
Finsbury Park ; 12, m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 19, m. and a. Hyde
Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, m. Clerkenwell.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—May 19, m. Kingsland. June 2,
m. Finsbury Park ; 19, m. Kingsland. July 17, m. Kingsland.
PHRIST S MALTHUSIANISM.

WIFE AND SONS. Twopence.

London : W. Reeves, 185 Fleet-street, E.C.

THE FREETHINKER.

May 5, 1655

Colonel Ingersoll’'s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E-U

Works by Colonel R. G. IngersolL
| ANEL

Some Mistakes of Moses. Why am an
Tne only complete edition in Parti. 2d. oH!
England. Accurate as Colenso, Why am 1 AN Ag :
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp. Part 11. 2d. D
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is.(id Eaith and Fact. Iteply
Defence of Frfethougiit. Dr. Field. 2d. if
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial Ood and Man. Second rep)
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. to Dr. Field. 2d.
6d. Jhk Dying Creed, g} "
The Gods. 6d.

Ibe Limits of Tolerati ®

A Discussion with the B°n-
Condert and Gov. S. L. W°0i

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

2d.
Rome oe Reason] A Reply The Household of Fal
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 2d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d

Art and Morality. 2fl-

Do | Blasphemel 2d. ,

Oration on Walt Whitman.

3d. The Clergy and
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Sense. 2d. i
Abrah Li ' ad Social Salvation. 2d. ,n
P _ra iﬁ FTCO n 2;:1 Marriage and Divorce.
aine e Pioneer. . N
Humanity's Debt to Thomas Agnostlcsz\élew. .
Paine. 2d. ‘?I'_ku'(';' .M' ,
Ernest Renan and Jesus I_']e rea-lt |s(;ake.
Christ. 2d. Live Topics. Id. o
True Religion. 2d. Myth and Miracle. ia’

Real Blasphemy, id- .j
R epairing the ldols.

Christ and Miracles. O
Greeds & Spirituality ,

The Three Philanthropists.
2d.

Love the Redeemer. 2d.

God and the State. 2d.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Freethought Publications.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. By G. W.
J. M. Whoelor. Hundreds of exact references to
Authorities. No pains spared to mako it a comp®
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity’ .n0 t
Chapters: — 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Consta
Hypatia 3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, l'i“"gcut'd
, Itise of the Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes; 8, 1 |.j
of tho Jews ; 9, Tho Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 216 PP’ rtlristi*r
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers an Inqumng Cm
Edited by G. W. Foote and W. 1* Ball. Comploty »
covors, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfino paperi
cloth, 2s. Mub 0
The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth prtfv
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an HistonO1* ~ 1
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M- ~ p.
1'apor covers, 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, (W “urio"

Bible Studies. Essays on I'hallic Worship and othoi O
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. lllustrate!,
paper, 2s. 6d.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All cie>'
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound
7s. 6d. . (Atlige

Essays in Rationalism. Charles Robert Nowma.
Brother of tho lato Cardlnal ewman). With a Preface All<de
Jacob Holyoako, and a Biographical Sketcli by J. ,e
Is. 6d. ,,Owof y

Darwin Made Easy.
London University.
Darwinism extant.

By Dr. Edward B. Avoling,
This is tho best popular o*l
Cloth, Is

Londo» : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, EC- Gte
CITANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 g ron/ d
h) Somerset House) —TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s ”
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or Iower »n

in four hours when required; repairing or alterations m TeeWO&
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy cbarge» eXtr»c
platinum, 7s. 6d. each oa 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. s

painless by gas, 6s.

10 FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen
'l SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate price?-
Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). %
leading Freethinkers.
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allinson for health.

OMR CONSULTATIONS—io am. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.vi. to 8p.m., js. Patients Visited.

ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
I°Wco, ThfnS-on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth,
P°r» Biii0u® Dn"k Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
r>ids, Chesf nS> » @ema» Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
Itch, etc Lomplaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

@ 2DiCAL essays. Vol Il. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

rair and its  es on “he Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
pr Thin fanaSement, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
ij;’ugh, tae Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
iumours, etc  °rm’ hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

c2 ,?iCAL ESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
i?sPected T w 2s. °J? .Ho More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
~undred  Year**10 Fo*sons» How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
y Mactive. OnS»Rt0  “mProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
m2rcose Vejn ii -iCause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,
inter Coueh’ nu-u ,aud Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
ercury, * *-hilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

@, Food li*rpHardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
ot » Tonir 6¢;oniato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
~rticle.  c\' Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and

?‘ & G Rk e SHre.0  Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
Tetter fAyuuv'tis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
a Sca r .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Infl
Tasis or English Leprosy, etc.

% rK. ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.-

AT>OVALIEIE on Pure W-iter The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for
I Ocnaild,Gurainiag. Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding. Felonjor Whitlow, Ine?owmg
J”Nache c™ Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,
Solids FHcOrT~louth’ St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and

bounds 1>2' Fclnting- Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting,
Tip n- nS*Scalds, Bruises, etc.

Hvpt Ve Volumes>strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free.

ru? TakésiC MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. id.—An Eye Opener to

IdRATISM : ITS CAUSE AND CURE. Post Tree for 7d.

liep n —-naiUKAL CUKE. Post free 7d.
tHre Wboi'ssbound in Ore Vol., post free, Gs. 6d. gehd Postal Order.

A li0OgPuill?HLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. For Postal Order for is. id.
@iimu FOR married women. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

Nations to be HoldiieBa) G-
4, DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Vanish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK

°N NEO-MALTHUSIANISM BELIEVE,

R"e MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

Practice of neo-malthusianism.
% j a. holmes, mm.l.,, mv.s, m.nss.

f 29*t, With portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
* T Price Is., post free.

imporrter. to brinK the information within the reach of the poor the
MQhe pB» lant Part9 of the book are issued in a pamphlet of U2 nages
4d°2en ost free 2<- Copies of the pamphlet for distribution .
The TP L fldes P pamp ton
1?taPhletllOnai fyfornw of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr ,p° Neo-
t MNiitusian tt, an »'most unexceptionable statement
'«eiing lan heory and practice ... and throughout appeals to moral
~thusik; ' The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo
in hi=anse and t0 human well-being generally is just hi3
'nr famiF* vphlet of aplain statement of the rhysicar and moral
»be 8ecH ly '‘nutation with a plain account of the means by which it
TV Hussible gride@n offer to all concerned of the requisites at the

160

oOtfers have ak® fthf Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and

Oiiae Trad. °ben of it in very high terms. sn
° te' order ®Vpp'led by R- Forder, 28 Stonecutter street, London E.O.
j should he sent to the author

0O L MES

Vv v " hanney,wantage, berks.

yy —

Wife's Friend

[¢.t Re»dells “
lrﬁ!’v&éd“ M3 | e Besent in Layof. P oprRtRy B 22,2k B%

wittiesy e®>OIerkemveII L. per dol.., post free (reduction in larger
TaNw | wk Rarticulars send stamped souplops.

vC 10,<4B R ANT TAUTTION.

1»»siblv : ‘iondell n*'1?“3substituted by some dealers and chemists,
“itrodUc , on; a«d “ J. IF. Rendali ” being speciously and
Lo’k pOr . ° deceive the public.

“mPTOQnArn Registered Trade Mark

Y No. 182,688.

t~g~h’'s Syr;nACn B° X>WiTHODT WHICH NQJTF, ARE GENUINE.

Il, ~"bntti nF. Pa?feov>t'Tyert'ca’ and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. Gd.,
" *J.liti, an'«e PoJj” Owderi Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.
aer8, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

' Chadwell-st., Clorkenwell, E.C
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Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethougllt. First Series. 221pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’'s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; hound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in

cloth, Is. 6d.
Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights' Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is.; superior odition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World, fid.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours' Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Footo. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England.
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Muruli. id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist.
in Fivo Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro. All Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
2d.

3d.

A Reply

A Lie

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and theApple, id.; (3) Cain
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah's Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, id.;
(6) Lot's Wifo, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam's Ass, id.; (10) God in a Box, Id. (11)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d.; (12) Bible Animals, 1d.; (13) A Virgin
Mother, 2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,

d.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho People,
and what tho I'ooplo do for Royalty. 2d.

London: Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Is. Gd.;

The Bible Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
BV
G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.

superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

Sold also in separate parts asfollows :—

1—Bible Contradictions.
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head-
line for easy reference. 4d.

4, —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

The contradictions are printed in

Broken

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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SPECIAL OFFE

May 5 1898

FOR 21 DAYS
ONLY.

To clear our stock of 872 Parcels of

LOT 11

CONTAINING

ONE PAIR OF PURE WOOL BLANK®1'
ONE PAIR OF BED SHEETS,

ONE QUILT (Beautiful Design),

ONE TABLE-CLOTH.

Rather than keep them over till next Winter, we have decided, AS AN advertise#*2*
to clear them out at 19s. per Parcel, Carriage Paid.

WE CANNOT SEND MORE THAN TWO PARCELS TO ONE PERSON,

as the price is less than cost and, apart from the advertisement, we should never offer to
To those who have already tried Lot 11 we need say nothina aout

at the above price.

value.

They are all agreed that this is the Cheapest Parcel in the market. |

titf

Milpn

To those wno  Cf

not tried it we say, Send one back and we will give 20s. for it, which will be a fair W)

testing whether you like it or not.

Remember, for 21 Days Only, and no more than Two Parcels to One Person-

NEW SPRING PATTERNS NOW READY.

Send at once before the Crush for Whitsuntide.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

3d. %&= NOW JIEADY ~ 64pp.

THE

HALL OF SCIENCE

LIBEL CASE.

WITH A

FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
CF

THE LEEDS ORGIES.”
Edited, with Introduction,
G. W. FOOTE.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough®

Occasioned by the Sentence which he Passed on
MR. D. I. EATON,

As Publisher of
TIlIE THIRD PART OF PAINE'S"AGE OF REASON.”
BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Freethought Headquarters

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

N
In order to provide Suitable Headquarters for the S°ctkrig,de‘
in London, which shall also be aworthy Memorial of its 1
Charles Bradlaugh, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (L”"irr:EH dy

has been formed under the Friendly Society’s Acts. Of oz’
Mr. G. W. Foote, President of the N.S.S.; is Chairmani, ®jj
one of the Directors is, and must bo, also a member of t  geel)]
This can only be done by the assistance of tho ,° g#fep,
Party, who aro hereby appealed to earnestly. Thoeb* g »
each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on appli®atl Ndi#1
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two mon
must be given.

FORM OF APPLICATION.

Gentlemen,—

Please allot me.......... Shares in the
Hall Society, Limited,” on account of which allotment | be. O
hand you the sum of.......... pounds.......... shillings, being ew
of.cee pounds.......... shitlings per share thereon. * . Jl/
agree that, if admitted a Shareholder in the above-namaﬁf1 S \Y
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its bye-la"8
from time to time in force.

« Nation®}3 At

Name (infull)..
Postal address .

Occupation (if any)
CUT THIS OUT AND FILL If

and forward (with remittance) to tho Secretary

IN*

MISS E. M. VANCE,

2S Stonecutter-street, London, E.G.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 StonecutW
London, E.O.



