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who instigated the Act, wished to put down. Meetings 
for discussing religion were therefore prohibited, and 
entertainments were included just to make the Act look a 
little less intolerant. Nor is it exactly true that only a 
charge for admission to such assemblies is made illegal by 
the Act. In our opinion— and it is endorsed by our 
solicitors— the taking of money at all is prohibited ; and, if 
the Act were strictly and impartially enforced, not only a 
charge at the doors, or an admission by saleable tickets, 
but even a collection, would render the responsible persons 
liable to penalties.

Mr. Hughes’s organ thinks it “  significant ” that “  with
out enforcing the illegal charge for admission these enter
tainments cannot he made to pay.” But, in the first place, 
is it not hypocrisy to call Sunday lectures “  entertain
ments,” merely because the lecturer happens to have a 
broad face, instead of a long one 1 The object of this 
designation is simply to bring “  lectures ” within the scope 
of the Act. And, in the next place, we should like to know 
why a lecture should not be paid for by the people who 
hear it ? What is the essential difference between hiring a 
pew quarterly, and paying for your seat when you attend 1 
Ministers of religion depend, at least to some extent, upon 
tho seat-money of their congregations. What impudent 
hypocrisy they display, therefore, when they turn up the 
whites of their eyes against Sunday lecturers who tap the 
same source of income !

“  These lectures,” the Methodist Times says, “  are 
exceedingly profitable to professional lecturers.” Well, 
why should they not be 1 Is not a lecturer as good as a 
preacher ? Why should not Sir Robert Ball be paid ten or 
fifteen pounds for teaching the truths of astronomy, when 
clergymen get hundreds a year, and sometimes thousands, 
for preaching the inspiration of a book which represents the 
earth as flat, and relates a cock-and-bull story of the sun 
and moon being stopped while the Jews went on with a 
massacre ? Really, it is the clergy, and not the lecturers, 
who ought to be ashamed of themselves.

In tho Leeds case it is admitted that “  the immediate 
promoters do not seek pecuniary gain.” What is their 
crime then 1 Tho Methodist Times says they are “  extremely 
blatant and self-righteous.” But this offence is not punish
able at law ; otherwise, it would go hard with a good many 
Mothodists, and Mr. Hughes himself would be in serious 
danger of fine or imprisonment.

Our contemporary, in its beautiful, urbane fashion, 
speaks of the “ yells of delight” with which the lovers of 
Sunday freedom greeted a pronouncement by a Committee 
of Convocation in favor of the Sunday opening of museums, 
picturo-galleries, and libraries. It rejoices that the Com
mittee’s report was rejected ; and then announces, with a 
final blast of tho Methodist trumpet, that “ the demand 
for the Sunday oponing of such institutions is a mere fad 
of a handful of benevolent cranks who live in an imaginary 
world of their own.”

Lot us seo who aro these Sunday cranks. They include 
tho most illustrious names in science, literature, and art. 
What sort of a philosophy is it which regards Mr. Price 
Hughes as tho standard of sanity, and sets down as cranks 
such men as Mr. Herbert Spencer, Professor Huxley, Sir 
Robert Ball, Sir Frederic Leighton, and Mr. Burne Jones 1 
And what i3 it that theso “  cranks” demand 1 They do not 
want to closo the Gospel-shops and make the men of God 
rest themselves on the day when they condemn others to 
inaction 1 Thoy simply say that the Church should not 
be allowod to play tho part of the dog in the manger. Let
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those who like go to church ; let those who like go to a 
museum, a library, an art gallery, or a lecture hall. Do 
not let those who prefer one place say to their fellow 
citizens, “  You shall go there or nowhere.” Let us have 
fair play all round.

Such is the demand of the Sunday cranks. And they 
will win. It is only a question of time. They are 
“  cranks ” to the Sunday bigots, who understand by 
“  liberty ” the right to do as they please, and to make 
other people do as they do. But they are really the 
champions of justice, liberality, and enlightenment ; and 
they may well despise the railing of their adversaries, in 
the sure faith that history will ratify the verdict of their 
own consciences, G. W. FOOTE.

WHEN CHRIST RULED.

It is useful to look back and observe what Christianity 
actually was in the days of its power. Now-a-days it poses 
as everything that is gentle, benign, and helping to civi
lisation. Yet it cannot get rid of the damning fact that 
war, slavery, oppression, and persecution accompanied its 
career during the days of its supremacy. It has the blood 
of myriads of heretics and Jews and of millions of so-called 
witches on its track. In its palmy days the Christian 
Church literally revelled in cruelty. Punishments by 
torture and death by fire were the natural results of a 
creed which taught that God needed a blood atonement, 
and would punish the immense majority of his creatures 
in ever-burning hell. Mr. Lecky says of these dogmas: 
“  We can never conceive the intense vividness with which 
these conceptions wore realised, or the madness and misery 
they produced. For those were ages of implicit and un
faltering credulity; they were ages when none of the 
distractions of the present day divided the intellect, and 
when theology was the single focus upon which the imagi
nation was concentrated. They were ages, too, when the 
modern tendency to soften or avoid repulsive images was 
altogether unknown.” What must have been the feelings 
of those who believed in diabolical possession, a doctrino 
distinctly taught in the New Testament, as fully shown 
in Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible ;  and who believed that 
they themselves or those they held dear were the victims 
of the wiles of the devil 1

Christianity tended from the first to withdraw men’s 
minds from the concerns of this world, and to concentrate 
them upon another lifo; and no fact in history is more 
patent than that the triumph of Christianity was followed 
by the decline of Pagan civilisation. Literature passed 
from the hands of poets, philosophers, and historians to 
those of monks and theologians, and then almost totally 
declined. Bury, in his history of The Later lloman Empire 
(i. 311), says: “ The spirit of early Christianity was a 
most favorable atmosphere for the stilling of humane 
literature ; and as Christian theology becamo current, and 
Christian ideas penetrated the minds of men, little breath
ing-space was left for the faint life of that humane literature 
which had already try “died so far from its former heights.” 
From the first ages a dislike of Pagan learning was general 
among Christians.

Warned by the apostles to beware of philosophy and the 
knowledge which puffeth up, they despised the vain science 
and learning of a world they expected soon to pass away. 
Those only of the Fathers who wero converted from 
Paganism retained somewhat of the philosophic temper, 
like Origcn, Clement, and Augustine. But once Chris
tianity had obtained complete victory, and its effects wero 
seen in the destruction of libraries, the decline of learning, 
and the long night of the Dark Ages.

In Pagan Rome books were common, and sold at 
comparatively low prices. When Christ ruled books were 
so scarce that none but the wealthiest could purchase them. 
Charles V., who began to reign 1365, formed the first 
royal library, and when the English took Paris in 1425 the 
collection only amounted to about 853 volumes. When, 
in 1471, Louis XI. borrowed the works of Averroes, the 
Arabian, from the faculty of medicine in Paris, he had to 
deposit in pledge a considerable quantity of plate, and to 
procure a nobleman to join with him as surety in a deed 
binding himself under a great forfeiture to restore them.
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J. M.

THE VALUE OF DOUBT.

(  Concluded from page S59.)
ictioj1_¡jdi'VW hen professed Christians have a firm convm- 

doubt in matters of religion is a sin, there is 110 Jf s' iy 
superstition to which thoy may not fall victims- geriollj|y 
unfortunate persons could only be induced 
reflect, apart from all prejudice, thoy would Î roUld 'Ljr 
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immense advantage of being the means of securing a 
justihcation for the reception and the retention of any 
given opinions.

It is well known that in England the acquirement of 
useful knowledge and the reform of our penal laws may be 
traced to the time when doubts as to the validity of certain 
Bible teachings began. It was through doubt that the old 
Mosaic idea of creation was exploded, and to the same 
cause aro we indebted for the abolition of capital punish
ment, which was once inflicted for many trivial offences. 
So long as men believed in the infallibility of Moses and 
the divine sanction of the prediction, “ Whoso sheddeth 
man’s blood by man shall his blood be shed,” scientific 
progress and humane legislation upon these questions were 
unknown. The price paid by the English people for their 
adherence to the advice of Bible interpreters was a high 
one. It deprived them of the advantages that result from 
a rational view of nature, and from conforming to the laws 
that govern human actions ; and, moreover, it inaugurated 
and maintained a relentless persecution towards those who 
dared to seek emancipation from the yoke of the Bible and 
the priest. In proportion as doubt has been fostered, 
progress has followed, and mental liberty has been 
vindicated. Charles Watts.

BEATING THE RELIGIOUS DRUM.

It is to be presumed that the lengthy notices of books 
under the title “  Book of the Month,” in the Review of 
Reviews, when unsigned, are by Mr. Stead himself. If, 
then, Mr. Stead be responsible for the compilation in the 
March number, introducing Mr. Balfour’s book on The 
Foundations of Belief, it is to be regretted; for he has been 
guilty of some language of which one need say no more 
than that its more fitting place would be the columns of 
some of the lower-class Christian-Evidence journals.

Every now and then we are startled by great drum
beating in the religious camp ; we are told that religion is 
“  on the boom,” or, as Mr. Gladstone’s curious phrase puts 
it, “  creation is gathering itself together for a great re
covery.” Now it is the Pope who is issuing one of his 
innumerable encyclicals that is to do something wonderful; 
then it is Mr. Gladstone writing one of his innumerable 
articles to some magazine or other. Here it is a scientist 
dropping some stray phrase about science having limita
tions ; there it is a book by a Tory statesman arguing that, 
if there be no god, it is necessary, in order to keep things 
from going to wreck, to persuade ourselves that there is. 
And, singularly enough, these people, who are always 
telling us that religion is recovering, are the people who 
could never be got to admit that it had suffered any 
reverses.

Mr. Stead, however, makes the publication of Mr. 
Balfour’s book tho occasion for a great whoop about the 
revival of religion. For the last half-century, at least, he 
says, “  a science that was nescience, as far as the soul of 
man was concerned, has been swaggering in the foretop of 
civilisation.” This is a sample of the choice language 
which it seems the religious revival will bring with it. 
But there is oven more choice language still. Here are 
some specimens of it which must be transcribed :—

“ The intolerance of the bigot of the Churches was 
succeeded by the even more detestable superciliousness
of tho Brahmin of science........... The doctrine that no
man of ordinary intelligence could he a Christian, and 
that all who held on to the old faith were old women or 
cowards, has been thundered ex cathedra from the 
pontifical chairs of Unbelief, and complacently repeated 
by simpering nincompoops, who were delighted to he 
assured on such unexceptionable authority that there 
was no Being in tho universe superior to their own 
noble selves, and, what was still more important, no 
Taskmaster or Judge who would ever call them to 
account for frivolling away their existence.”

Now, when wo hear this sort of thing from the reckless 
street-corner evangelist, or read it in those gutter journals 
that make a business of combatting “ infidelity,” we do not 
marvel greatly. Long suffering has produced indifference, 
and, besides, one reflects that, after all, it is only the 
language that is to be expected from ignorant and 
intolerant persons incapable of thinking, with no leisure or 
incentive to acquire knowledge; reared, as most of them
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have been, in a creed which cramps and starves the 
intellect. But when the language and the methods of the 
street-corner are transferred to the pages of a serious 
magazine with a great circulation and greater pretensions, 
by an editor who is oppressively godly, and who evidently 
believes that there are not many saintly enough to touch 
the hem of his garment, then it is difficult to know quite 
how to characterise his conduct. The insinuation about it 
being “  important ” to Freethinkers that there was no 
“  Taskmaster or Judge who would ever call them to 
account for frivolling away their existence ”— the old, old 
bracketing of moral guilt with intellectual difference of 
opinion— is peculiarly contemptible, coming from a man 
who would be denounced as a heretic himself by any of 
the great Churches, and a man too who, whenever there 
was any journalistic capital to be made out of praising and 
writing up representative Freethinkers like Mr. Bradlaugh 
and Mrs. Besant, was never behindhand in the work. Mr. 
Stead, in fact, is a journalist first, and anything else in the 
world afterwards.

But I must confess I do not know what is meant by the 
reference to Freethinkers “  frivolling away their existence.” 
Do all Freethinkers “ frivol,” and does no Christian 
“ frivol” ? Or does the Freethinker’s frivolling consist in 
the very fact of his Freethought ? And, if so, are all 
Christians stolid and sedate “ by the grace of God,” who 
look with disdain and pity on the gambols and frolics of 
the giddy Freethinker, who buzzes about, heedless of the 
flame ? I would humbly ask a little enlightenment. At 
the same time, I frankly think myself that Freethinkers 
are neither serious nor moral. For seriousness evidently 
means rushing after every passing sensation in literature or 
politics, and writing columns about it as if it were the 
final end of all things ; whilst obviously no man can claim 
to be moral who does not go into hysterics at the sight of 
a petticoat. I agree Freethinkers are frivollers. Balls, 
receptions, theatres, concerts, clubs, levées, and Monte 
Carlo make up the story of their wasted lives. Take a 
census of the N.S.S., and you will find that ninety per
cent, of the members winter in the Riviera ; whilst the 
humble, serious, hardworking Christian, who is perforce 
compelled to take a few months’ well-earned holiday in 
Grindelwald or elsewhere, attempts to stem the tide of 
frivolity with telepathic interviews and blazing placards.

Let the nincompoop, however, return to his frivol. One 
sign of the times, showing the way things are going, the 
recovery religion is making, is an article by M. Brunetière 
on “  The Bankruptcy of Science.” Mr. Stead publishes a 
summary of the article taken from the Spectator. I am 
unable to vouch for the accuracy of the summary, but, 
presuming it to fairly represent M. Brunetière’s statement, 
it is certainly curious, inasmuch as it contains nothing but 
what has been said many times over by Christian apologists. 
The sole “ importance” of the article— to judge from this 
précis— presumably consists in the fact that it was written 
by M. Brunetière. Take, for instance, these passages :—

“ The Hellenists, it is true, have discovered the 
scattered fragments of the Sermon on the Mount in the 
Manual o f Epictetus or the Thoughts o f Marcus Aurelius ; 
but they have never explained why the Sermon on the 
Mount has conqi fed  the world, while the Manual and 
the Thoughts have remained mere barren pieces of 
literature. . . . .  But after all their labors there remains 
something in the Bible which is found in no other book 
and in no other history—something which resists 
exegesis as it resisted philology.”

Had this passage occurred— as it very well might—in one 
of Archdeacon Farrar’s or Mr. Price Hughes’s discourses, it 
would have attracted little or no attention. Its curiosity, 
like its importance, is bound up solely in its authorship. 
For the rest, it is no more than you could find scores of 
parallels to in the sermons of professional Biblo-boomers. 
It is probably what the average Mohammedan thinks of 
the Koran ; what every believer, in fact, thinks of his fetish
book. It may also bo remarked that if Marcus Aurelius 
were taught to little children as a divinely-inspired author ; 
if his work were pushed and extolled for centuries by as 
powerful an organisation as has pushed the Bible; if, through 
the aid of this powerful organisation and tho hold which 
its officials obtained over the young, Marcus Aurelius had 
become woven into the art and literature of generations ; 
and if, furthermore, a man of scienco could be got occasion
ally to furnish a testimonial to tho wonderful power and 
the unique nature of Marcus Aurelius’s work, then, -I
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suppose, Marcus Aurelius would resist exegesis and resist
philology, and all the rest. That, it seems toj. - o./ > ----- # ------> —  t i
outline, the natural explanation of the position ana r . f  
of the Bible. Can M. Brunetiero suggest a more ra1 
one ?

There is one passage in M. Brunetiere’s statement, 
ever, that is extraordinary. He says, or is represents 
the Spectator as saying : “  It [science] has made an etl. ,  
instead of a friend of religion; it has insisted on

difficult to believe that this even approximately cC®'sjy 
the sense of the original. It may be ¡presumptuous ^  
so, for M. Brunetiere is a very eminent gentleman, ^ 
of the editors of the lleme des Deux Mondes, and is ^  [ 
of respect; but the above is the language of one • ^  
completely ignorant of the most common facts of »  ̂0f 
Professor Huxley has told us that along every P jg , 
scientific inquiry Theology has erected its notice- 0ple 
“  No thoroughfare. By order.— Moses.” And nios l j ^  
with any historical knowledge will agree that Pr je„te 
Huxley is as right as M. Brunetiere is wrong- 
simply went on its way, and it was stopped by I*1 ffj,jcl) 
a conilict was, therefore, inevitable. It was Thcolog}’ ^  
was the aggressor always until Science was provok ^  
an aggressive attitude itself towards the system
hampered and thwarted it._c----  - ------ - _ . ,

If, as M. Brunetiere says, there is no opposit'011 
between religion and science, why did tho Churc ^
indignities on Galileo ? W hy did it burn Bruno
did it anathematise Darwin 1 Why, in short, has i ^ 
every obstacle in the way of scientific advance  ̂[lie 
only in the early part of the present century 
Church removed from the Index a simple manual  ̂ ^p*
the Copernican astronomy. It does not even ye 
Darwinism, or allow the doctrine of evolution to 1 [¡W
Whilst, if anyone wishes to know how the Church § cl 
liberty of thought, let him study tho blood-re( F °. let 
history; let him read the records of tho InqMsl uciF 
him examine the life of the saintly Torquem«'“ ‘ ’ , A
whom thousands of human beings were burnele î y 9,111
stake ; let him dive into the history of the debauc^ ^  
corruption which polluted Europe during the D‘l pt
and which revolved aroundnd Rome as its centre- ^ r0y ■ 
not bo »  edifying study, _I ad ^t^bn ^it «

11 “ ï  H Ü T Æ 'I Î
great light on the Church’s claim 
friend of science and culture. It „ 
all this belongs to the past, that the Church has ^  
Well, I have instanced the case of Darwin, which *.ngS ¡j»[

,d<

But I would recommend anyone who considersJ a.oPe" jnteichanged to peruse an important article which ap  ̂ ((
the Contemporary Review for August last, enti

>orary -
discussed in that magar-Jne

lectual Liberty and Contemporary Catholic's»1̂  pop 

And he will find that, in spiritit „ of
it

Catholic writer who 
of the Papacy.
and purpose, the Catholic Church— and ’ .¡¿re . sl
Catholic Church particularly that M. ®runin0vc(̂  ̂  
writing—stands precisely where it did. R  s$e,fc
so far as the pressure of the scientific spirit ot 
absolutely forced it. And what is true of org‘1ll,S 
Church is true, in greater or less degree, of eV° ' 
hierarchy in the world. ^  fa  ̂ $ I

But the hierarchies are doomed. Not even iar#  .jiaranc. “ comi» . {xrChristianity, according to Mr. Gladstone, ‘ ‘ (ju”aVe iC 
largest number oi professing adherents” 'vl1 n ae/ 
extinction. Of course its spokesmen and PcU , thilC .jug 
the drum as loudly as they can; it is natu ‘ ^¡gpo 
should make much of every little back-eddy,'  ^
tho stream that flows steadily tho othd 
natural, perhaps, also that, in tho very iict.° ir 
themselves, they should accuse science of )nVa. [>’
while violently abusing Freethinkers in ob,°-I|l:|)CilctljS °j tb’ 
invite them to deal reverently with tho shi part 
abusers. There is generally a tendency^

ie'1' a Fconquered to lose their tempers. And re '»_ —— /Vi/'R1 v ,
* Tho author of tho articlo in tho C'ontew‘/'^'.gcate s . 

has boon referred to says : “ As latoas tho l ’on f t
(1823-29) Professor Sotelo’s book on astronomy  ̂ (|)i
bo printed by tho ecclesiastical censor in Bon\n 
Palatii), because tho motion of tho earth r° 
described thorein as a fact. Professor Sctoie

fcho i  {fl.*
M ,-« ^

reigning Pope who authorised tho publicatio ’jorbi(̂ Lli£*l ^  
time removed Galileo’s works from tho Indox u<d>
I instanco this as one example merely of 
friendship for scionco on tho part of tho 
Brunotiero rofers.

that
Churo» to v
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. - meekness and humility, and with all the 
consciousness of fighting on the side of omnipotence, to aid 
i n f o r m  no exception to the rule. But bad temper 
ft®“  ,d°es not save a lost cause. Religions always die hai d. 

they die all the same. Frederick R y a n .

JESUS AND THE COLT.

It

Am I a soldier of the cross,
A follower of the Lamb2 

And shall I fear to steal a hoss, 
Or blush to ride the same ?

• seem strange that one living in a land where Jesus
j8 worshipped as a God should ask the question Did
(r ’jf steal a colt 1” and were it not for his own tcstml0ID’
Ihuke xix. 29-31) probably no one ever would have
¿ “sed kim of such an act. His teaching and precepts in
o n a!  ; lre good- and hut little, if any, inferior to those
tlmUddha or Confucius, from whom he possibly copied
BirI il  ̂Bave never read a word charging a
Cm 0r Confucius was a thief, and I cannot for a
S ® “t believe that Jesus ever converted to his own use
a ccurty belonging to another, or sent his disciples to steal
not A furthermore, I would not repeat the story wer
tiinJ .1 oeariy every family in Christendom has, at some
>  Cltjber bought or had given them a Bible in which the
o ?  appears. It is as follows: “  Go ye into the village
find â ai,nsfi you ; in the which, at your entering, ye s m v.. a colt tioj —ij  , in cue wn C‘.u a colt tied, whereon yet 
^ a gh im h itW . fiitn'i

never man sat; loose him and
■ thus sh o ' ’ :lnJ if any man ask you, Why do ye loose 
of him >> ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath

If't°hQhim'”
Ripies toe: ° ld \s .^ue, and Jesus actually did order his...........« , - u  oesus a e -a n y  - u o r u e r  rns

-'■ques to so purloin a colt, I  have no p ea ,n v ,ruilty
. “tod, for all criminal law would hold im d ^ye
£ hls ¿eluded disciples who “  led the boss away^
£ ®  n° evidence o any kind to show that the 
£ ° “ged to Jesus, in fee simple, or that he had a moitB gg  onthe am™-! ■ •
lot 
fioi

»1

ifi* .  . . .  ... p nfi and he could havew i  -"j suing impossible with Goa, anu .i Je a two-vear-niu —^  •'O 1

f imU mi Uivl1 W5WDW
till °n auimal; to the contrary, his owl1 ^yhy do ye
) » n  he says: “ If any man afks " i-Jause the Lord °0se biml thus shall ye say unto him, Be cause

1 nKd of him.” , . .  colt in such
ean see no reason why a god shouh i we are told 

J ® 7  that he would have to steal one, vrtae 
et0 is nothing irm w»ai- — ^  ^

I

• DVyQ,lrp_ , ._*■ “ M IVUU UU WU1U 114 U 1 o

a 6 been tw^*"0 d co^  ' n a minute (though he would not 
double : years old), and had him ready broke toyh- T --"J.e, if necessary, without extia C-T disciples 

{ desus set such a bad example belor ■ ersUnd.
&  Tuany of them still follow) I  cannot un ^  end 
ibstica,Seneral digest of the matter, I W o ,, crlory of

‘  „ d u » t i t t h e
JeSun fbis being true, why should choose,
Wken^lh d0iin ?  imythi,! S an d  ° T . n d  “ fo r  th e  g lory  o i  God “1 tae cnd justifies the means and

ChJtfer the Lord had need of bereUcal ashe^ (foj-
rnust van iy?) in the Dark Ages, l  know no , years
ifiOo n‘̂ e 3ustificd the means when, be '  over
^ O O fiV ^ 0’ the Christians burned at the stoke 

OtC® human beings as heretics to the Roman ' Q®rwite the ornm-W ■ -  -¡0Un |............... ““ “ T  have *becu»uc omnipresent Lord w°l Q rPo say the 
e pyg around without calling a Pol*°e1“ . ¿l that Jesus

looks rather bewildering t°  m.lUds his disciple to C ands us not to steal, and then com ‘ ^  other end
of a rtT;v a rope that he knew had a co> °  g prCach one 
thin',  ̂ this is why his vtceo guide-board,
the« “yd practise another, and why, n 1 They teach 
> g> m t the way, but never go themselves^ .ndicftte the hire,.;0 do to go to heaven, but they *

°u of either heaven or hell, and
Had I the colt that Jesus stole,

I should not know, tis pnj, x
Which road to take to land my

ft Within the golden city. d iu the
hotieC °lden saying is true that ‘ w m u s t  have
O f  be whipped from the body/ JcsU-S • "Mth a cuip from *k- ' ”  ’saw " i J irom fi tIlu °o a y , uesus iiiusl nave
d  ,^er/'ng to hi '° i°  ( block,” for Jehovah is credited 
fin bQry® go Ve qk. f, osen people (Exodus iii. 21, 22), 
°U$e : °w °f . all 110t g0 empty . hut every woman 

els of ,, i !clghbor and of hor that sojourns in her 
and raiment; and ye shall put them

upon your sons and upon your daughters; and ye shall 
spoil the Egyptians.” This is theft of the meanest kind, 
and no other god but Jehovah would ever have risked hi* 
reputation by ordering it in writing.

Mine eyes are dim ; I cannot see 
The great Jehovah’s plan.

Did God—will you enlighten me 2 
Wish for the fall of man 2 

Pray tell me, if you will and can,
Did God, in thunderbolt,

Bid Moses slay the Egyptian,
Or Christ to steal that colt 2

It’s no go, my Christian friend. You never can make 
thinking people believe that any god ever stole a colt or 
cut up such capers as you say Jehovah did ; or that any 
real, sure-enough god ever cursed the world because Eve 
ate an apple. You can fool our unsophisticated women 
and artless children, make them believe that the Lord of 
this universe was so put to it for a colt that he had to 
steal on e ; but intelligent people who have no bread and 
butter depending on the issue will swallow no such truck.

— Truthseeker. A. D. Swan.

FROST, THE FRIEND AND FOE.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, for the keen, sharp Frost, 
With its bracing and biting breath !

With health that is won, with health that is lost,
And the poor ragged weakling’s death.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, and the rosy crowds 
With their sports, and their health and wealth !

For icicle shuttles that weave the shrouds 
Of the bankrupt in wealth and health.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, with its dainty hand,
As it decks ev’ry branch and leaf 

With glittering jewels of fairy land,
Whilst it mocks at the starveling’s grief.

Sing ho ! for the Frost, as its sculptured jests 
And pictorial pranks appear;

That playfully shatters the mountain’s crests,
And disports with the outcast’s tear.

“  Sing h o ! for the Frost,” say the clothed and fed,
“  On a heavenly earth we dw ell!”

Whilst those that are starved cry : “  Would we were 
dead !

For there’s comfort in thoughts of h ell!”
G. L. Mackenzie.

THE MAHATMAS.

T he  only evidence of Mahatmic agency adduced by Mrs. 
Bcsant at her recent lecture was the fact that Madame 
Blavatsky, whom she chose to describe as an uneducated 
woman— though she was evidently, like Mrs. Besant herself, 
a woman with a very large power of assimilating other 
people’s thoughts— had written, as if by inspiration, The 
Voice of the Silence. Now, Mr. W. E. Coleman has 
examined all the works published with the name of II. I*. 
Blavatsky, and finds throughout that they are plagiarisms 
from other writings. lie  says of the book in question :—

“ The Voice o f the Silence, published in 1889, purports 
to be a translation by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky from 
a Thibetan work. It is said to belong to the same 
series as the Book o f Dzyan, which is true, as. like that 
work, it is a compilation of ideas and terminology, from 
various nineteenth-century books, the diction and 
phraseology being thoso of Madame Blavatsky. I have 
traced the sources whence it was taken, and it is a 
hotch-potch from Brahmanical books on Yoga and 
other Hindu writings: Southern Buddhistic books, 
from the Pali and Sinhalese; and Northern Buddhistic 
writings, from the Chinese and Thibetan—the whole 
having been taken by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky from 
translations by, and the writings of, European and 
other Orientalists of to-day. In this work are inter
mingled Sanskrit, Pali, Thibetan, Chini-se, and Sinhalese 
terms—a manifest absurdity in a Thibetan work. I
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have traced the books from which each of these terms 
was taken. I  find embedded in the text of this alleged 
ancient Thibetan work quotations, phrases, and terms 
copied from current Oriental literature. The books 
most utilised in its compilation are these : Schlagint- 
weit’s Buddhism in Thibet, Edkins’s Chinese Buddhism, 
Hardy’s Eastern Monarchism, Rhys Davids’s Buddhism, 
Dvivedi’s Baja Yoga, and Raja Yoga Philosophy (1888) ; 
also an article, ‘ The Dream of Ravan,’ published in the 
Dublin University Magazine, January, 1854, extracts 
from which appeared in the Theosophist of January, 
1880. Passages from this article, and from the books 
named above, are scattered about in the text of the 
Voice o f the Silence, as well as in the annotations thereon, 
which latter are admitted to be the work of Blavatsky. 
Full proofs of this, including the parallel passages, will 
be given in my work on Theosophy ; including evidence 
that this old Thibetan book contains not only passages 
from the Hindu books quoted in the article in the 
Dublin Magazine, but also ideas and phrases stolen from 
the nineteenth-century writer of said article.”

MORE LYING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.

When the American carrion crows leave off raking over the 
long dead body of Thomas Paine, they usually, without 
approaching too close, try to leave some of their foul odors 
near the door of Pagan Bob. The Rev. Robert F. True, 
whose name belies his nature, is one of this breed. He is 
secretary of the Evangelistic Association of New England, 
and at a meeting of that society made the remark “ that 
Colonel Ingersoll’s own daughters do not believe his doctrine, 
and one of them has recently joined the Presbyterian Church 
in Albany.” A  representative of the Boston Investigator, 
who occasionally wanders into such gatherings, moved by 
curiosity or by purposes of criticism, happened to be present. 
At the close of the meeting he went forward and asked Mr. 
True for his authority for the statement he had just made. 
The gentleman, evidently somewhat taken aback by this 
bold challenge, replied that he had been so informed by 
several pastors (a very uncertain source of information, by 
the way). Ho was then asked if he would retract that 
statement as publicly as he had made it, provided he was 
convinced that he was in error, and he replied that he would 
do so. With the remark that the matter would bo thoroughly 
investigated, and that he would be put in possession of the 
fact, the Investigator representative left the church.

Mr. Ernest Mendum, the editor of the Investigator, at once 
wrote and received answers from the two daughters of 
Colonel Ingersoll, facsimiles of which are given in the 
Investigator. They both emphatically deny having for a 
moment thought of joining any church. Colonel Ingersoll 
also wrote : “ Ernest Mendum, Esq. My Dear Friend,—I have 
two daughters, and neither of them ever joined any church. 
On the subject of religion both of them agree with me, or I 
agree with them. My wifi; and I are of the same opinion as 
to the supernatural. We both believe in the natural, and in 
what I have done against what is called religion I have 
always had her support and sympathy. So, you may say 
from me that the reverend gentleman was entirely mistaken, 
and in what he said there is not the slightest truth.—Yours 
always, R. G. Inoehsoll.”

Armed with these letters, Mr. True was waited on. He 
was true to his word, and withdrew the statement publicly 
in his own church.

Did God Die?
In the Colloguia of Martin Luther (p. 114; 1652) we read 

that on June 18, 15118, Luther received letters from Vienna, 
out of which he understood that there was one who denied 
that the Godhead in Christ did not suffer, but only his 
humanity. Luther said : “ That cannot be, for it is written 

• ‘ God who hath purchased the Church with his blood.1 ” At 
the same time this question was put to Luther : “ If it were 
justly and right spoken like a Christian to say Christ did 
suffer and die according to his Godhead or divine nature, 
seeing the Godhead is not subject to death, neither can 
suffer nor die ; for St. Peter saith : ‘ Christ was put to 
death in the llesh, but quickened by the spirit.’ ” Where
upon Luther answered and said: “ All true and upright 
Cnristians fearing God and the whole Christian Church and 
Communion do believe, undoubtedly, that which in the 
Children’s Creed is spoken—namely, that Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of ()od, in one divine substance and nature with 
the Father, is true man, born of the Virgin Mary, conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, did suffer, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. Therefore we must believe that not only the nature 
of His Humanity, but also o f llis Deity,or the right', true God 
did suffer and die for  us.” The italics are in the original.

A C I D  D R O P S .

Mbs. Besant has lectured at St. James’s Hall, London, 
Mahatmas. She was eloquent as usual, but quite 11 . 
convincing. _ “ Plenty of eloquence, but not a shred "
evidence,1’ cried out one of her auditors when it 'va9 ‘ ii - - - - - . . . .  --nerst“1over ; and this seemed to be the general feeling among»" 
but the Theosophists. Another auditor wanted to 
whether Mrs. Besant had ever seen a Mahatma, aD.;]jst.
faithful cried “ Shame !” at that grovelling nV^eL sioH' 
Mrs. Besant did not answer questions or take disc 0f 
She has got past that stage. The High Priest 
Theosophy only delivers oracles.

------  . • r tb»kMrs. Besant told a Westminster Gazette interview* jgdHe re'eashe first saw her Mahatma in France in 1889. ,v»s
himself to her in the night, and we presume th e  dot) jt 
locked. Mrs. Besant saw him and smelt him; Mpirtin8̂ 
was the odor that clinched the demonstration. Mad jjy 
bear a peculiar aroma, something like sandal wooc. 
this sign ye shall know them. Good old Mahatmas.

■ ------  tNo wonder the Westminster hopes that Mrs. l»('salof per
drop this wretched business and “ save the wr. .:]] jiot 
reputation.” It is a charitable hope, but we fear
be realised. While 
is in her element.

the world talks about her

An appeal for £20,000 for the East London Church ^  
speaks of “ the growing opportunities ~f 1 ,u‘ t. 
because “ Secularism seems played out.” 
enemy may delude themselves with the 
existence as long as they please, but the time 
when they will have a rude awakening.

of the .^AU tifi 
Our .i«6« , Bo»-

belief ulS y  °006

minds that revel in_®jsfi,Cr.,re>
ari

öf'ChddjL»!What is the calibre of 
reports 1 A  Christian paper relates the case 
the only convert in Ohyo, a villago in Fuh-K.~— . tn<,; 
fire broke out in this village, although the pe°P0£ th6l[ 

ithout success, to stop the flames with a row »d6 
household gods. Chung-Te, however, knelt pgoff 
prayed, and his house was saved; which made t gr »It 
admit that his God was the strong God. I *u t , j uC)iid' 
Chung-Te was as big a fool as the rest, though a 1,1 s0 fir6
It would bo better to imnrove the a n  tin u a ted OnIt would be better to improve the antiqual 
engines, and let all the gods alone.

What ti funny thing it is that the Christian G°l^ , eri6ij  
a Chinaman, but does not lift a finger to protect an - ^ j<ji 
evangelist. At one of Moody’s recent meeting- 
Worth, Texas, the roof suddenly fell, killing 
and injuring forty-six others. Providence, sir, 11

—  .
A drowning person, it is said, will grasp at

reminded of the saying by the avidity , i- 
has hailed Mr. Balfour’s

we are
the religious world

tr»"’hci> 
itl>">

aother ßStead’s gusli is dealt with by Mr. Ryan in oriW’ tV
Mr. Balfour’s argument is an argument f°r * .,1(, toIl0rfj||
therefore an argument for Rome. It is mnus afifi dt 
the Protestant Mr. Stead saying : “ After tin 
contest with Mr. Balfour the right to Mi- 
mantle.” . $

forestan im m en se  0 yffie
i.... .. to bfiliu up ,Diderot said: “ Bewildered in 

ComL 'f ’ r have 9nlY a feeble lantern to n 
R tn rV j tf,a'*ger> 'V1'0 -says to me, ‘ Blow out UiY **, 1 J, 
x t er find thy way.’ This stranger is the t h e o l o g 0(P

Yztsz'ifixf:;....... «* •»------  a #
iko ofChore i g7 t‘

went to St. Mark’s, North Audley-street, W., on Al [0 
mote.st against the marriage o f Mr. Brinckm»« c6 $  
unton. Mrs. Brinckman having obtained a ‘  pro^ii 

mint 0,1 which Father Black continuity, ̂  IQ
Hga nst the ceremony ; but the Rev. Gray rcfu,^uJly,lJ 
to him, and he and his fellow protesters were l°uU

By arrangement, Father Black, the Duke 
and a number of members of the English

by the crowd.

r, a few weeks »u 0’ , , -I . Inolili le

Not content with this, Father 
Church of England) writes to 
the Bishop of London “ how, a iew 
Mr. Briggs of his licence and daily breac 
which in every way falls short of his own.

___ . t)l0
The Church Times, which devotes an article t ^  

declares that the provisions of the Divorce - (,ji|ii-eSSii)Ç T 
'>I>en defiance of Holy Scripture, o f 11" 

of Christ in our own Prayer-Book Marriage ĵ)C t J . 
the Canon of 1604,” for which, we suj>I>°st’ v0rcn‘revived, r®.stifl,nScentury will be expected to have 
C. T. excitedly asks : “ How long are Chn®1



%  5, 1895. THE FREETHINKER. 279

‘.«(England going to stand this kind of thing 1 Are
e thmî*jners °I Hark’s going to allow their church

nus desecrated 1”
to h

°^arge^’ -fi16 ,Sul?day-school superintendent who stands 
?hose mnn i i n?  outraged and murdered a little girl 
Chapelj Ran l^e< ^°dy was found in the Emanuel Baptist 
Ta®inat Fancisco, has been identified by a microscopic 
ffie chumV, 1 ? • ,10rschair. He had a key of the side door of 

which was found unlocked.
At

p°in.tedhe furthor hearing of this case the evidence 
guilt of Mr. Gibson, the 

who is a native of Edinburgh. The
PastoioftS Sitronply to the
„aminatinn u llurc b "B o ts a native ot JMinDurgn. m e  
pealed an e T  exPe.rts of the handwriting of Mr. Gibson 
H'tten cl].],, .aordinary resemblance existing between the 
, i rnur(l,,,.f, j C .01J8 aild those in the slip of writing sent to 
â eu fron. , S'rl s aunt, together with a couple of her rings 

v affirm H, + rV-?er,s before the murder, of which the police 
at Gibson and Durant were jointly guilty.

. _____________ __________
' eased honn* T°Fn*ng there will be much said about1 the 
L^her win nnmortality ’ ; but we doubt if a single 
- y tW  ... e.c‘are_that the atoms of the identical physical

ÛOty

.The
f i r * » ,  this ÜLT-. '̂■ >̂un,e said on Easter Sunday : “ In the

I'tiori en),; " ‘ .''-‘ With an immortal existence. It is a 
'Hg riln A'e y foreign to the spirit of the age; and, in 
of the ao-e ” t c ,1 Inusfc always take account of the

iy
cijgj.11 and'dowere 1 *n..î^e 8rave will be brought together

8Pirit°’ ___
of driff8,6-” T>  Tribune professes’ to discern in this 

dkr Bible Poni Materialism. To us it indicates a drift 
$airilri(i%  6 doctrine of the New Testament
in V V t  an m  ̂10 resurrection of the body. Nothing 
n cW,.h immaterial soul. Christians

IS
is 

reciteu ^uurch tl

¿ f e ’’ but th V attad h  1 belieVC hl the resurrection of nation from t},

W ^ e T a v s ^ “ t# d Up ar  oki argument for the resur- 
Gvoi^bout a model n °,ut ° i  ° rdmary dust of the earth, 
"’itlr 0.uf of t)i„ ’ ,0< could make Adam, a perfect man, 
Pen ^jbions of extraordinary dust of mortal body, and 
aticl60̂  being in ln° f lels, God can make each one of us a 
êtt(w?els> of ennr fes“ rrection.” With improved materials 

hem ''ban his “ n e ’ l le deity ought to turn out something 
Q' us Perfect man,” who *~11 -* iU-  « —*■ *___ *-

cation frr,r. a  attacb to it a new and totally different 
trom that of the authors.

In
fell at the first tempta-

,tlle Co
kyU? of th0 ¿ J ? »  Hr. J. T. Van Gestel gives a vivid 

Won’o-if,̂ 3) overton^o!1  ̂10 ¿rakatoa volcano, which, in 
Â Uyi'k]''0 a horripib° tslands of Java and Sumatra, and 
AhCatld nPn,U ° rrib]e death no less than two hundred;\njer ,‘u. People" " T r ”  iieath no less tha 
f °lted'Vl̂ b its s^í.Ir: ,Van Gestel himself
& c i l e0ttt-

than two hundred 
saw the city of

'aPciful

m yt , i v'uovvi llllllouli. ijUi >¥ vliv vlUj Ui

Believey. - 0Û nd. inhabitants, engulphed and 
a sudden [>r°vidence must find it hard to

the. terrible calamity like this with their’ory.

I *Khty k'ronJt \'as b®4 ks feelings outraged by the fact& S &  ° ‘
°PQ

N>U

"rendi

‘*W‘Friday011 .Proothinkers sat down to dine together

'bwil t^ t lm f  ou h ^ c 'nUSt haVe b0Cn iS|ti:thf1 'X.bo were f.? H1118 outrage the feelings of good 
offensive c}ij”tStlrlGi ftnd were not oven obliged to

' S hK > r c h m  —
^Vro?6ks ag0SpVp̂  reached a

4 °ee ,Ibl affairs of
an acute stage in Nebraska a 

fo1.. ^beelyto”v <l,uâ rs of the Polish Roman Catholic 
Or'I?en fi.-°yer a von’„near,^ ma.ba>.!lave l>ecn in the InTicetin, uyer a ™ a‘ om ana, nave been m the law 
inward,1?factions u?d a deadly hatred has existed

°h 27 u. 0’!8’ resulting in a bloody riot a month ago.
lei,, ,] °  opening service, the church was

<£>d,u -u  1 27>
h > f f l i t  is alleTob evening service, the church was 
is) of j.p'be churcl’i .4 ia  ̂  ̂10 âction of Father Kominski 
W^ted. n^ishop. .F.a^'cr than allow it to fall into the 
tHdyapnr bristianifv K'tinf? Is 8°in8 on, and another riot 
ffii! 'st,at<.rn°achin,r ,, J  has seldom brought anything more 
deĉ tjr Pop icings • i1„?0pu,ar idea of the millennium than

to l^  Q” t^Qbut perhaps these rioting and b lo o d -
are not Christians 1

and blood- 
Who shall

A  n -----
Uh.FGit] y  Geo. H  tt
Set tUHedG  ̂ G’worth, who writes the sermon in
>.h V " boat1/ -  ^PeriencR n<lay’ March 31, says: “ We shall, 
El,] Wac0 The heav.a 8l-eat many surprises when we 
? V 'vdl m^y undesiralun .  ■Plcted by the popular theology 
i^liprso^.̂ be sud̂  chn ° to- go to> because death, we arecuantres in no .......u_n t__  ..n

the ’/vr1 ^ jv a r d  University, in a paper on 
, ^ r ld . points out that 6h  Nick 

recall in ^rgain. He says : “ In all
°er thf,Il0t' be whr, t - lllJh a pact was made with the 

^any nunoi?'led,t0 squirm out of it. We all 
' Ionable methods which have been I

Won eccuiiar;fl.nBes 111 us that we shall loso all of 
Rffiitv 1 ^ight' H les’ 'U1d perhaps our personality

«'■Cr:13 ^  » - ...iv^foll r-i
h ^ a W » t t , « f H ,

adopted by those who had sold themselves, or others, to him 
to escape making the delivery by some technical subterfuge, 
even after they had received the price. In all these 
transactions it has not been the Devil that has appeared at 
the_ greatest disadvantage. So far as I can recall the 
various narratives, if the Devil makes a promise he always 
keeps it, even to his own loss.” The Bible stories bear this 
out. When the serpent says, “ Ye shall not surely die,” he 
is literally correct. On the other hand Jehovah sends lying 
spirits (into the mouths of Ahab’s prophets to lure him to 
destruction.

God’s mercies have been magnificently displayed in the 
terrible French disaster, sweeping away wnole villages, 
destroying over a hundred lives, and rendering hundreds 
of others homeless. In Hungary, too, four market towns, 
with thousands of houses, have been destroyed by the floods, 
and a great many persons and large numbers of cattle have 
been drowned.

Again the cholera has broken out at Mecca, and is reported 
as spreading rapidly from that pilgrim centre. Here religion, 
instead of coping with disease, rather tends to its diffusion.

According to the Dover Observer (April 27), an abominable 
case of cruelty has been perpetrated at one of the religious 
Homes of that city. The Institution has associated with it 
people who believe that faith and prayer will accomplish 
everything. A young woman was admitted into the Insti
tution who had run a needle into her foot, which, together 
with the leg, became greatly inflamed, keeping her in an 
agony of pain. Orders were given that she should not be 
allowed any surgical assistance, but that, instead, prayers 
should be said over her for two hours daily, and that she 
should wait till it should please her Maker to release her 
from the tormenting pain which had driven her well-nigh 
mad. If the Observers statement is correct, the directors of 
the Institution in question should not only be named, but 
prosecuted for their pious inhumanity.

The South Shields Free Press is printing a discussion on 
“ Theosophy,” which is rendered amusing by bogus Mahatma 
letters. The matter advanced by the Ttieosophists is hardly 
worth anything better, though Mr. Gordon Scott puts his 
pin into tlieir air-bladders very seriously.

The Bolton School Board spent three hours arguing 
whether they should petition tor rates to be applied to 
voluntary schools. Mr. Cooper told them plainly that, if 
the clerical resolution passed, the minority would present a 
counter petition. ____

Walter Condy Parsons, a lad of seventeen, who lived at 
Small Heath, Birmingham, blew out his brains with a 
revolver. His mother had committed suicide some months 
previous, and ho brooded over the catastrophe until his own 
mind became unhinged. According to some letters he 
left at liis lodgings, he was an Agnostic without belief 
in a future life. Whereupon the Coroner—Mr. Oliver 
Pemberton—was silly i nougli to tell the jury that “ If a 
man can neither find a deity in theological teaching nor in 
nature, lie must ho mad.” Fancy an obscure official talking 
in tliis way of his intellectual superiors—such as Darwin, 
Clifford, Spencer, Huxley, and Bradlaugh ! We should like 
to feel that coroner’s humps.

The Christian, who is ever ready with a defence for his 
fetish hook, is sometimes amusing. One who was asked 
how, after all the cattle had died By one of the plagues of 
Egypt they were nevertheless afflicted with boils, said the 
Egyptians had bought fresh cattle in the meantime. He 
might as well have said that the Lord created fresh cattle 
for them. ____

“ General” Booth has been occupying the Colston Hall, 
Bristol, which would not he available for a Freethought 
meeting. His advertised program was “ Two Days with 
God.” It doesn’t follow, though, that God has had two days 
with Booth. ____

Charles Dickens used to tell the following story about a 
Methodist preacher: “ This preacher had been called to 
officiate at the funeral of a relative of a Conservative editor, 
and as the preacher himself aimed to be a Liberal leader in 
the district, he and the editor had often crossed swords. 
This time the chance came to deliver a home thrust without 
a chance for either parry or reply. At the coflin of the 
deceased, beside which the editor and other mourners knelt 
together, the preacher made this appeal : ‘ Lord, overrule 
tliis affliction to the welfare of all assembled, including the 
reptile now sprawling in Thy presence, who has frequently 
abused Thy servant in the columns of his beastly publica
tion.’ ” ____

According to the special commissioner of the Poston 
Herald, who visited all the principal towns in the ¡state or
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Maine to observe the working of the Maine Liquor Law, j 
which has been for many years in force in that State, | 
Prohibition does not prohibit. The law is violated with 
impunity. Portland is said to have “ about four hundred 
rum-shops ” and from four to five hundred liquor-sellers live 
in Lewiston. The commissioner observed that the police can 
resolutely “ put down” whiskey when it is offered them to 
drink, and one beside him at an hotel bar insisted on the 
commissioner taking a drink at his expense.

An Austrian has invented a rapping and talking table 
Der Stein der Weisen describes this ingenious electrical 
apparatus, which, is intended for conjurers, “ me j urns,” and 
private parties entertaining their friends.

Mr. Disraeli and Dean Stanley were once staying in the 
same house, and it fell to the statesman’s lot to listen to a 
sermon from the Broad Church divine. As was his wont, 
Dean Stanley indulged in an eloquent denunciation of 
dogmatism. When next they met, Mr. Disraeli remarked :
“ We have to thank you for a most eloquent sermon,.Mr. 
Dean, and I must say, from your own point of view, for a 
most disinterested one. No dogmas, no deans.”

The Monist, of Chicago, opens with an account of “  The 
World’s Parliament of Religions,” by the President, the Hon. 
C. C. Bonney. It is proposed to commemorate and follow 
up the work of that Parliament with “ The World’s Religious 
Parliament Extension.” This may be taken as one sign of 
the break up of Christianity. For Christianity is nothing 
if not exclusive in its pretensions. It proclaims there is no 
salvation under heaven save in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and “ he that believeth not shall be damned.” At the Par
liament the only voice of narrowness and bigotry came from 
Christians. When once Christians resign their pretensions 
to having an infallible divine revelation, and admit that 
there is truth in other religions besides their own, they 
virtually admit that their own faith may be criticised and 
rejected as much as Buddhism or Brahmanism.

The Rev. W. D. P. Bliss calls Mr. Kidd’s Social Evolution 
“ one of the most dangerous productions of recent years.” 
He regards it as a trap for the orthodox. The cheese that 
baits it is the laudation of religion and Christianity, but the 
hidden barb is that Christianityis only pretended to be useful, 
not true. “ Evolution is the main thing, God and Chris
tianity are incidentals. What of it 1 They are useful as 
characteristic social factors, such as slavery, for example, 
was.” This, says Mr. Bliss, is the real position of the book, 
and he asks : “ Does it really make no difference whether 
Christianity be true or not 1”

At the same time, Dr. F. Lees, the veteran temperance 
advocate, declares he regards Mr. Balfour’s Foundations oj 
Belief as most pernicious, anti-rational, and Romanising. 
He intends to devote his remaining days to a refutation.

The English Mechanic, writing on “ Examinations,” says : 
“  We remember at the London University matriculation 
examination that one of the questions in English literature, 
set, by the bye, by the Rev. Dr. Angus, now member of our 
London School Board, was, ‘ Write out the Lord’s Prayer, 
and underline the words in it of classical origin.’ Imme
diately in front of us sat a Hindoo student, and we were 
curious to know his reply. He told us afterwards, outside 
the examination-room, that he had written : ‘ Not being a 
Christian, I do not know the Lord’s Prayer.’ But that two 
average sane men should have propounded such a question 
at an examination which it was known would be attended 
by Hindoos, Jews, Mohammedans, ‘ barbarians, Scythians, 
bond and free,’ is significant of the bad side of the system.”

The Vicar of St. Pancras is one of those numerous men of 
God who collect their Easter offerings under false pretences. 
He issued a formal notice, like a taxgatherer, stating that 
the collector will call on the parishioners for the purpose of 
collecting the Easter Dues. There is not a hint in it to ill- 
informed people that this is a voluntary contribution, while 
a reference to seeing that they get “ a receipt ” for the 
“ payment” rather suggests the contrary.

The Fulham Vestry have directed their Law and 
Parliamentary Committee to consider and report on the 
recent action of the Rev. C. W. Muriel, the vicar of the 
parish. The man of God at the Easter vestry meeting took 
the chair without being elected, and the people’s warder 
was appointed by his casting vote. The vicar’s action was 
absolutely illegal, the law having distinctly abolished the 
old privilege oi vicars. Vestries are foolish if they longer 
stand the usurpation of non-elected persons, and the sooner 
the men of God are made to feel they are no longer in their 
old position of privilege, the sooner they will be on good 
behavior. ____

The introduction of separate Communion cups into the 
fashionable churches in America has occasioned considerable

doctors advocate it as acommotion. Many 
sanitary precaution. Many theologians, however, 
the practice as not in accordance with the exarnP 
Christ, who passed around the one common cup- g 
Rainsford denounces it as “ fake and fudge.” The & '̂ e 
W. Millard says: “ Take away the common cup, ant,ural 
tendency to divide the worshippers is felt. The n a ^  
trend is bad. One man may have a better cup ^ 
another. This may cause jealousy or envy. Then the* 
fortunate may clamor for a separate altar, where they c 
divided from their poorer neighbors.”

Dr. J. M. Buckley, the editor of the New York 
Advocate; says : “ The emergency is grave ; for th 
communion, the most sacred symbol of tbe Cliurc ' 
most tender and pathetic ceremonial of all history ^  
source of the most blessed iniluences, the nucleus 
most spiritual associations, the elixir of life to the V-aet of 
the renewer of hope in tne self-distrustful, the vivi . jjje 
faith, the foretoken of immortality, the antetyP!3 rS ¡n 
marriage supper of the Lamb, and the unifier of belie , by 
heaven and in earth, is contemplated and approa? ^ 
many with a divided mind.” The alarm of the mini ,jj not 
the division of their congregation on this point '   ̂ pr. 
count for much in face of the published rep0*'1. 
Forbes, professor of chemistry in Rochester Universii 
says : “ We have found in the communion cup ^¡r 
developed germs of twenty-two diseases.” Few 10 ■ia])¡be 
Jesus so much as to be regardless whether they 
bacteria with him or not.

f HoWlOS
The Sporting Chronicle gives [insertion to the 1° 

lines on L :— ^
Hell’s played o u t ! no matter what the preacher to

Though they may try to keep it hot, it’s dying curŝ  
The place where sinners sizzled in the tortures ot 1 
Has somehow cooled its fires since our water pipes

The pit of burning sulphur o’er which they used to sha 
A fellow every Sunday, just to keep him wide a'vilk jirieke‘ 
And the awful smell of brimstone, and the imps that 

with glee, , , be-
They aren’t one-half so terrible as what they usea

Some people say it isn’t right to let the fires ‘¡ie ier3 Ml 
They’d rather keep them going, just to hear the si* „ j0r n*1 
“ What good is heaven going to prove,” they as > 

and you, „„
If everybody else gets in to share the glory, too i

____  gfl#1
Lord Oxford mentions having seen for sale a r0I11 tb® 

town in Italy, among other relics, a fin g e r -n a il  ied 
hand of St. Peter, a bit of a never-dying worn* P^uciM'j y 
spirits, a quill from a cock that crowed at the (1 t** 
and the chemise of the Holy Virgin !_ “ ThejJ*o^ btK

id’ - -showed me all these commodities had got intoblesse^ ^of calling them ‘ the blessed ’ this and ‘ the 
that at last he showed me ‘ a bit of the blessed ng 
Christ cursed.’ ” ____

Mr. J. B. Wookey—we believe he is an “ evaU^j, tb 
held forth at Nottingham lately, in connection 
P.S.A. movement, on “ The Woman Who -Did- 0igl>F\. 
meeting for “ men only,” with “ no youths 
years of age admitted.” Perhaps the precaution ,gest f0 
sary. We dare say Mr. Wookey was equal to the » tf«*” ,'s 
ness of his advertisement. But would it not n . ‘ 
fix the same age-limit for Bible reading ? ,/tli»*1 "
address could hardly have been blacker or blue 
Writ. ____ _ M

Hugh Price Hughes has been to Derby IlC' u 
but the city of that name. Of course he was 
that Atheist Shoemaker exposure. Some

-n r 11 . , h r  

:iun.il**9
O f ^

sent him one of our pamphlets in an on' Vjijl0y 
“ urgent,” while he sat upon the platform- 
him as he was leaving the building, and asKe , non.', soi>’ 
book was withdrawn, lie replied: R ^ f t h 6 &  
it’s a lie.” Afterwards he actually denied ti c0jl
were the right people, forgetting that Mr. Ho y ‘ j^iii11 
“ Gibson ” to be the name which was given 
fidence. What a brazen liar, to be sure ! M

u^ 3 4Professor Drummond is gcttin into TheLowell Lectures on “ The Ascent of Man- 
of Argyll has asked the General Assein X judg'<»  ̂
matter into consideration, and to give ^ gCjcU 
shall conserve the interests alike of faith * 
judgment can conserve both.

There must bo somethinn̂g wrong about t ' y i n  S' ¡c° 
ment when a four-year-old boy is hear I , alj 
Lord, take all the naughty out of Johnny,1 
out of papa, and all the punish out of man

¡i
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Mi
ay 15 and debate at Derby with Mr. Lee (C.E.S.).

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Mr.

andCharles Watts’s Engagements.—May 5, Glasgow ; 6, 7, 8, 
19. Camb Glasgow with Dr. Jamieson ; 12, Dundee

’ ~d’ Manchester.—All communications for Mr. 
and i °u d be sent to him (if a reply is required, a stamped 
¿rivtf,», rTe3sed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-road,

E.Men ’ L°ndon’ S'W-nV,v D,UM— We send you our paper as soon as issued- Will y
obbge by doing the same ? Yours is usually six weeks old ere leaches us.
\inH,'AN— “ Acid Drops” are all written by Messrs. Foote and 

'eeler. Glad to hear you are so fond of them.
• Fl.ETCHEn._We hope we have your initial properly. The Derby 
“ebate is now fixed for May 15 and 10. Mr- Foote is in first-rate 

S a little weary from over-work.
Ti i ‘MES— Thanks for your good wishes.

\n necrctaries of London Branches whose lectures are announced 
us™6 Lcmdon Secular Federation list need not send notices to 

’ except in case of any alteration. . ,
'f,1 • (Manchester).—Delighted to learn that your affection  ̂ or 
Charles Bradlaugh is consistent with a “  robust admiration for 
Ms sucCeSS0r in the Presidency. Swift said of Queen Anne that 
her heart was not large enough for more than one fnendsli p at 
* tlme i and there are a few Bradlaughites who seem nearly as 

rrow. Happily it is only a few.
aik (Corking).—Many thanks. We always look for your name 
su °ng subscribers. We shall resume the Christmas and Mid- 

appeals for the N.S.S. when wo have done with thesow8Pecial appeals. u . .
tea ART— Thanks for your offer of £10 if the project is brought , su°cessful termination.
’ A' Cumber._it  mav be true that if wo advocated Christianity" ‘th what you i n  M....... ...........................wjia,D V v — «v uiuiiu it wu uuvuuai'DU viiubwi
should bo <?U are P̂ easecl fco call our “ eloquence and wit 
become a ('ifWai?Ped with donations,”  but we could hardly 
1 Wit.” unstian without softening of tho brain, and the-- „t ------** wu,nout sotcening ot the t
H any rate’ W0UH then have disappeared 

de3Us- y°ur pardon, Judas was paid to identify
known - i n  ts a great joke, seeing how well lie must have boen ’ 11 there i s ---- -- "  ■ ■ ■
Sundaynders'

“  truth the Gospel. Judas says to tho
t io Ä S0?V?F  ̂ shall kiss, that same is he.” (2)n ' . ------------------- uii.vii moo, UllOiU OOilliO 1 0  HO. \ ^ J

Sun’s Day —was observod by tho Gentiles ; 
ar>d gave le Christians broke away from Judaism and its forms, 
as the onlv^n 0 ®abbath, they just took Sunday instead of it,
' first Jay 5, ay °pen to them. That is the whole secret of the
^kllOT __Ur

"’fit Publish I T .™ 31 sPeak of a man as we find him. Mr. Foote-We-̂tuusii a litt 
as he finds time fi

Nemo—Your letter is flattering give our whole life (body suf Freetbout'hiAIT

.v°iume on the question you refer to 
Your i ?,f0r ,ts composition.

8}ve our whn, - r /  ls flattering ; but this is certain, that we 
^reethoughr ° and s°ul. as the saying is) to tho cause

'nents ou |^incton.—Thanks for your Unitarian friend’s com- 
in 0l1̂  Christian lecturer, w h n  1« lint*. wnrf.V» nn «rlvT-Arf/icA.K  7* °ur columns

,°«ttin' B— Mr.
e. ; ln8-

Vo« sav -, ' ',e, tlavo l’alinor’s Principles o f Nature.
any tiin’c 11 ablo writer. Shall bo ploased to hoar "• PV-

ko\vN-.

lecturer, who is not worth an advertise- 

hooto missed you at Glasgow. Thanks for
'W e have

■ Fisher.—Thanks for tho 
^wo Macs.—W e wish y  1 llll.L,—TU-

He was, as 
■ from you at

f e '*̂ arn'

> k or£8

a h\chaü
that Ie hTR-at.

i’cvii. Be°eived n
Tribut %  ß e Ä O W r T w o  W orlds-New York 
i\p3t°u S u k 0 Crass 
C aiesex rday Cllobi 
Jixn Cou,tCoar>ty TC—'MolK/-.. . --- -«** o ouui mu uuii .lvwiu

EV0I • arn® ■̂ rKps—-Chatham and Rochester New 
—TwciiHaVi ronicle—Dublin Evening Herald-—De

promise, 
ou success.

ham Branch did noble work in raising its 
New Brompton. W o are not surprised to 

g men and women members subscribed as much

„--eon Q --™ d r « !  Newcastle Daily Loador—Now York 
Mirim 8undn,. ^ s? Blade—Truthsoeker__________  Western Figaro—

'®—Boston Journal—Isle of Man Times— 
T imes —F reoman’si’s Journal—Bon Accord- 

vs
, -rUel,i‘ i!Uel--Tu-,Yi- V,“ ™nl°m—Dublin Evening Herald—Der 
küTji, . r°° l ’rcs< .j°th Century—Boston Investigator—South 

si? f°r thn v.n, Kansas Lucifer—Freidenker.
should bo addrossod to

Si IQr th0 ™as Lucifer—Fri
» ^ t t e r  ^  °Tf th? Freethinker

Ue8d; v̂ 0DÖk8t! e0t- Bondon, E.C.v j r0r they kn*’ r®aob 28 Stonccuttor-stroot by first post 
' J WU1 not bo inserted.

0]

-orONii ~J >Vili
tilw?bed ĥ  n sb°uld reach us not lator than Tuesday if a reply 1 the follojb.0 current issue. Ot.h«™:«»fit. - ‘ “ ' L 1issue. Otherwise tho reply stands over 

be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stono-

owing wook.
... - literature should , . _
^•street, E.C. . „ iho publishing

will bo forwarded, direct id ;-bne Year, 10a R,,Post free, at tho following rat0!S.A  ->i. 8d.
«A,.;1 •> Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Throe Months. - overy sue- 
ceeC, Auvert1semknts.—Thirty " f ^ ’J ^ n ts  .—One uiMl 
Is. ton words, fid. Displayed Ad“- r Special termvm ,h,aU column, £1 2s. fid.; column, £2 6s.''Petitions.

HALL OF SCIENCE.

A considerable number of shares in the National Secular 
Hall Society (Limited) have been applied for, and fresh 
applications are coming in daily. But we are still a good 
way off realising the ¿6600 necessary to clear off Mr. R. O. 
Smith’s mortgage. It will be remembered that he gave us 
till the end of April to raise the amount, but the time is 
insufficient, and I have requested him to let his offer stand 
until the end of May. Unfortunately his answer has not 
arrived yet (I ' am writing on Wednesday morning), but I 
presume it will be favorable.

This fact need not deter any friend from applying for 
shares, or sending donations, in response to my appeal; 
for I promise that all their money shall be returned if the 
project is not carried to a successful issue.

There are several interesting letters amongst my mass of 
correspondence, but I have only room to mention a few of 
them.

Mr. John Umpleby, of Blackburn— one of the N.S.S. 
vice-presidents—says that if five friends will subscribe 
£100 each, or ten friends £50 each, he will do the same. 
Mr. Umpleby says he is not a wealthy man, but he would 
strain a point in this instance, as he thinks there should be 
“  no apathy shown in the matter.”

Mr. R. S. Smith, a veteran Freethinker, of Devonport, 
sends up applications for five shares. Mr. Boorman, of the 
Chatham Branch, states that twelve shares will be taken 
up by some of his members ; which is a brave example to 
other Branches, especially as the Chatham friends are 
maintaining a hall of their own. The Barnsley Branch, 
which has had some reverses, also applies for four shares.

Mr. W. H. Morrish, a fine old veteran, of Bristol, who 
took some shares a few months ago, offers to take more if 
there is a prospect of success. Mr. Daniel Baker, of 
Birmingham, who has recently been laid low with a severe 
illness, is now well enough to write me a letter with his 
own hand. Unfortunately he is still confined to his bed, 
but he will help when he is able to get about.

Responding to my appeal to “  those who prefer to make 
a promise, on condition that the attempt is successful,” a 
city friend offers £10 as a donation for shares in my name 
or that of the N.S.S.

Mr. Martin Weatherburn, of Cramlington, whose 
support I am always proud of, applies for two shares. 
Another veteran, and the oldest of them all—a Londoner 
— offers his subscription.

A London friend, already a shareholder, will take any 
number of shares up to a hundred. Mr. J. H. Ridgway, 
one of our quiet “  always there ” London workers, takes 
another twenty shares. Mr. G. F. Wenborn, another 
Londoner, takes fifteen more. Mr. A. Tripp, a Brighton 
veteran, takes another five. The Birmingham Branch and 
the Finsbury Park Branch take five shares each.

Mr. G. Nidd, a London friend, is one of twelve, who 
hope soon to be twenty, or even forty. They are to 
subscribe sixpence each weekly, and to take a share in the 
name of one of them for every pound thus accumulated. 
Which is a very happy idea.

I wish I had room for bits from the letters of donors, 
some of which have brought the moisture to my eyes. I 
greatly value their expressions of affection and confidence.

I have received the following fresh donations:— 1. D., 
£ 2 ;  W. Baxter, 5s.; D. F. Gloak, 2s. 6d.; T. Dobson, 5s.; 
W. S. M., 10s.; H. A. S., 10s.; C. North, Is.; E. F. B., 10s.; 
F. Holland, 2s. 6d.; W. B., 2s. Gd.; W. Hyde, 2s. 6d.; 
Rubber Stamp Flexible Type Co. (Manchester), £ 5 ; One 
of the Girls, 2s.; C. Mallinson, 2s.; T. Hopkins, Is.; A  few 
non-members, 5s.; Two Macs, 2s.; M. Bell, £ 3 ; T. E. M., 
Is.; Nemo, 2s. Gd.; Alpha, Is.; H. A. Cumber, 5s.; Shop 
Assistants, 4s. 6d.; F. B., 2s. Gd.; T. Dunbar, ls. Gd.; 
W. C. (Dorking), £ 1 ;  J. Hayes, Is.; S. Holmes, £ 1 ;  
Fletcher (Derby), 5s.; II. Organ, Is.; W. Lamb, £ 1 ;  
B. D., £1.

In continuing this appeal I do so in the hope that it will 
soon bo entirely successful. Those who cannot Like shares, 
or prefer not to do so, are earnestly invited to send me 
any donation they can afford, no matter how small it may 
be. Many littlcs make much, and in the union of numbers

"  8trM*gtk  G. W. FOOTE.
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Me. Putnam, the President of the American Secular Union, 
and an intimate personal friend of Colonel Ingersoll, is on 
the Atlantic while we are penning this paragraph. The 
ship he is voyaging in is timed to arrive at Southampton 
early on Friday morning, and Messrs. Foote and Watts will 
be there to meet her as she steams into dock. They will 
welcome Mr. Putnam in the name of the Secular party, and 
travel up with him to London, where they will see to his 
comfort and make him feel as much at home as possible in 
a new land. ____

Mr. Putnam is to deliver his first lecture at the London 
Hall of Science this evening (May 5). Mr. Foote gives up 
his Sunday in order to take the chair and introduce our 
distinguished visitor. We hope the Freethinkers of the 
metropolis will muster in strong force on this occasion, and 
pack the hall in every corner. Mr. Putnam ought to have a 
nig meeting and a grand reception. He represents the 
American Secular Union officially, and in giving him an 
enthusiastic welcome our friends will be honoring the 
Freethought party in the land of Ingersoll. Mr. Putnam 
has a reputation for eloquence upon the platform, and we 
know he is an eloquent writer. N.B.—The free admission 
will be suspended on this occasion.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference takes 
place at Bristol on Whit-Sunday. Mr. Putnam will attend 
it and speak at the evening meeting as President of the 
American Secular Union. He will also read a special letter 
from Colonel Ingersoll to the Freethinkers of Great Britain. 
Mr. Putnam will send an account of the Conference to the 
New York Truthseeker, and we hope ho will have plenty of 
good material for his article. Branches of the N.S.S. should 
lose no time in making arrangements to be represented at 
this Conference. We believe there will be a strong gathering 
of our party’s lecturers. ____

The report of the Hall of Science Libel Case is now on 
sale in pamphlet form, with a sixteen-page Introduction by 
Mr. Foote, giving a history of the case before trial and a full 
and true account of “  The Leeds Orgies,” which the Christian 
Evidence people have made such sinister use of for nearly 
twenty years. This Introduction has given Mr. Foote a 
great deal of trouble, partly owing to the difficulty of 
obtaining all the facts relating to the Leeds affair. But the 
thing is done at last, and done once for all; so that this 
pamphlet should stand for a long while as a thorough 
vindication of Secularism against its most malignant 
calumniators.

The pamphlet is well printed on good paper, and is 
published at the low price of threepence. Of courso there 
will l>e a considerable loss on this edition. Should it turn 
out that there is a wide demand for the publication- and 
there should be, for Secularists ought to circulate it as 
extensively as possible—Mr. Foote will issue a bigger 
edition on cheaper paper and at a lower price -say two
pence, or even a penny. It could not be produced at that 
price, but the great thing is to get it widely distributed.

There was a capital audience at the Hall of Science last 
Sunday evening, when Mr. Charles Watts lectured on “ Man 
and the Universe.” The applause was very enthusiastic, 
and at the conclusion of the lecture it was repeated again 
and again. _

r
To-day, Sunday, May 5, Mr. Watts lectures three times in 

Glasgow, and on Monday evening he commences a four 
nights’ debate in the Glasgow City Hall with Dr. Jamieson.

The annual meeting of the Liverpool Branch takes place 
this Sunday evening at the Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne’s- 
street. A good attendance of members is desired.

At the Finsbury^ Park Branch meeting, last Sunday, 
motions for the Conference Agenda were passed, and 
delegates appointed. It was unanimously resolved to take 
up five fully-paid-up shares in the National Secular Hall 
Society as an inducement to other N.S.S. Branches to go and 
do likewise. ____

The Report of the Humanitarian League, read at its 
annual meeting on April 25, showed a greatly extended 
amount of work during tin; past year. The energetic workers 
on the H. L., with but a small income, can fairly claim that 
they are helping to leaven the public mind with humani
tarian principles. ____

Mr. C. Cohen lectures in Victoria Park, for the first time 
this season, on Sunday afternoon. Freethinkers in the 
neighborhood are asked to attend and support the meetings 
against the attacks of Christian rowdies.

May 5, 18^

The Rochester and Chatham, Standard devotes se' 
paragraphs of “ Chit-Chat” to the recent Foote-yaI 
debate at New Brompton. The writer doubts whether  ̂
good comes of such intellectual encounters, but he c0Jr|ir, 
ments Mr. Waldron as a speaker, and says that 
Foote is an able and eloquent debater, and friends and 
joined in acknowledging his power and ability.”

The Islington Branch opens its al fresco lecturing” ,0„. 
to-day (May 5) at its station in Prebend-street, Pack'n8 ry 
street. During May the experiment of lectures in 11,1 
Park on Sunday evenings is to be tried, and thoy w 
continued if the Branch finds them successful.

The West London Branch having decided to are
outdoor propaganda in Kilburn, local Freethinke
w m y ________ _________ ■ ■

to-day (May 5), when Mr. F. Haslam will lecture, his■ 
being, “ Bible Stories : Are they True ?’ Time, V p-®-

earnestly requested to attend and support the P’^jecfc

The Bristol Branch commences its open-air Pr0.Pi/p»rfc 
this Sunday evening, at 7, in the lower end of Eastvil . ^  
when Mr. J. Keast will give an address on C i i j  t0 
Evidence. Friends in the neighborhood are reque 
attend and support the meeting.

Mr. William Heaford lectures at the Failsworth 
Schools on Sunday afternoon and evening, h® , «q'l® 
being “ Secularism Expounded and Vindicated, il1* „ «dll 
Bible, the School, and Morality.” Hymns and chor • ĝ rjig 
be sung by the choir, assisted by the Failswortn ̂ ce 
band, and tea will be provided for friends from a <-“ iS

“ RedigDr. Lyman Abbott writes in the Centura on vor 
Teaching in the Public Schools.” He argues in r‘0jjgioUs 
moral teaching, and against the State conducting , j  by 
exercises. “ Settlement,” he says, “ will not beie 
contriving some simple theology which can be taug ̂ ollnd ^

stafl tpipublic school, on the theory that a theology can >>c 
broad and simple that Agnostics, Jews, Protest 

,„:n ____ Theolog,
iinu
the

Roman Catholics will agree upon it. I’heology ' l  o0t
philosophy of religion, and the piiilosophy of r(‘ lfi^ cnlpt1 
necessary to good citizenship.” His paper is an il 
find a basis acceptable to all reasonable parties.

There was a capital audience at Mr. Foote’slecturf?j^iii® 
West London Branch on Tuesday evening. I *1.0 ■.], doi\
was well filled, and the lecture was followed j )iCp
attention. Mr. Touzeau Parris took the chai or t"
questioners’ to the point, much to the disgust ot j 3 loi'V 
of them who wanted to put questions several 
Four Christians offered opposition, and were ^¡ggjii. 
courteously. Mr. Foote’s reply aroused great ei

Mr. A. B. Moss will be forty years old on ,v?rs
” thq’

PeOK,10
Id

used to think about their funerals at that age, > „ ĵl0ug  ̂ , 
has altered, and Mr. Moss is still a “ young > j ]iis “.¡9 
is just twenty years this month sinco he deliv js.
Freethought lecture. Mr. Moss’s last leoturo ( „
last up to date) was delivered on Sunday ,ll<?rllNV|ll k<-cIJ 
open-air audience at Camberwell. We hope la
the war-path for another twenty years at least.

Mr. J. M. Wheeler has taken the wi
gä0, 1iteh-burnjng

Clonmel as the text for a terrible sermon, wine i JSi OJtWi V .Witchcraft) ®y.. byin a pamphlet entitled Satan,
Readers of the Freethinker Know . CIU,7.
colleague always does his work. He proves c° ., ¿.b«1'1
*» J« -i' —f—   tL -i tllG OlollUlGl _.1«iCl

h0W — c lu ^ S Î r s

a multitude of references, that 
were go<xl Bible Christians. The Pa,,!P.1,.,G he

liit.'i

published at two]x:nce by Mr. Forder, shoubI pu 
circulated while the Irish tragedy is fresn

l e i y
bl>c

mind.

Obituary. thc t o A er,
L ast Sunday, the 28 ult., wo consigned to preeti'1’1 tjjO 

Sunderland Cemetery, the remains of a st.u,fiAy-on0 °’ rt i*1 
Thomas Cussins, who died at the ago ot i Ipcjal Ia^M  
previous Thursday. Though not taking an> , for 
the business of the N.S.Si, our late fr®11“  tli oi ^ep  *
yearsmaintained in private discussion 1 i iK *land’ r̂»r-
principles, both here* and in the South pt

o f his illness, lie r é s o l u t ® y tl>?

young man he had fought for liberty in the ‘
Though earnestly adjured to seek theser 
in the last days o f his illness, ho_ rosi  ̂ _
opinions, contemplating the end with ce^ "0oSe?t
with pleasure. Austin Holyoako’s service 0 cO'.'Li 1 
graveside by W. 1!. Stansell to an ntte«“  „  ,bU1 
chiefly of the deceased’s Catholic f (®n.cT(I1kers W  
appeared to have much effect. F ow l reel' ^  Mr, r 
they being mostly occupied in listening 
grand lecture in the Victoria Hall.—

jlS*
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the lat ARnl Monist the editor, Dr. Paul Carus, criticises 
l'aviiiL'<l, * to êssor Romanes’s Thoughts on Religion;  and, 
light on v  « correspondent of the Professor, throws some 
the conversion.” Romanes never got away from
& 1 ments_in which he was trained. In his Candid
state"tir?011 Theism he says : “ I feel it is desirable^ to 
I indivfd ;u!f  antecedent bias with regard to Theism which 
tracliti.J , *y. possess is unquestionably on the side of 
fouiui i ; . odief.” It was “ with the utmost sorrow” he 
broke dnw^ ' rl opposition to it. When his health''coke do® i J  ln opposition to it. wnen nis nea 
dlencc theT̂ ki 6 “ rummagcs his brain for arguments to
friend v?lc? ,°f reason !” “ What tortures,” exclaims his

—, out to Delieve ! His religious •̂ for distraction ofho physical cause of his premature do. ’ after all, he
mind is more injurious than overwo • „ rpjie caso of
Ì as, anxious to attempt the impolite • nofc unusUal, rofessor Romanes seems to be thepainful,hntne.ve(l 
ae of a long struggle of reason again 1 triumph, if^  dogmas inculcated in youth, which, onlytrimn " H l l ) } »  Ì 4. .  -------- ---- » » *  J  V U V U j  >» 1 1 1 V/1 1  V l l l J  U l l U U i p U j  i* .

i^ulties qnau- ca^e(̂ > when ill-health prostrates the
Ififfc r* „ ® incoherent. :i.n<l nnfirneViorl r»f t.tio rmfpafluiiatthoi■j Professor Romanes suthcicn y ionger at his best.

'r, when he penned them, W!\s better for his fnendsanon Gore would probably have do ,
Mutation, and liis own, by suppressing them.

*
Edward Douglas

Kiddle of the Universe, contributes an
,u The Well-Springs of Reality. ^ell-springs o*
utnan, subhuman, superhuman, are . j which even in 

ry.” This key’ to t\ie riddle is an old on , wm f d  
hands of Leibnitz did not P.rovo ™,,y nc\ “ idealisho makes “ metaconsciousness ana

'"'oate of )),„ *:wugnis Fawcett, author of A Keg to the 
?U “ Ti/.. 1?. Universe, contri La™  an article to the Monist

He says : “ Monads,

b ^ e tt , Whi
°gyWorden; So!ve ,ad sorts of difficulties, complains of 
ra ginning ” of Hegelis ' 'lanism !

It * * * *
^ eĉ aftic'°£Sailt to dnd that our old friend, the English 
^re'ides’tv,«001!3 UP ds high standard of excellmice, and 
'Va,!i this .. 0U{?. “ as well as information for its clientele. It 
^ d c  the irmiUion whidl, in the days of 11. A. Proctor, 
'v°rkshnn ' t ' ?  welcome visitor in other places beside the 
j£> We r i L . ,  the.monthl------- ”  ............................ rnuuuiiv part lor Astronom ical

flte that “ A Fellow of tain the reputation ot . and other writers, ably va  ̂ embrace ,
Paper; while the kcâ liĴ S , Witchcraft,a •-

P°Pular topics as Eastertide, M itclie., iebglit in answer bnumber of correspondents seem to R en ^ ^  mochanics
ery conceivable question bearing aild the arts. *

* * c M. AlberDuring the Franco-Prussian War khe^nn gti i  upth
L(Jhignon, “ the man on the white h°^e, was f  amih«

’Phi of Metz against Marshal ^ ' “ wo Freethinker
on 1a uow ahout to publish two volumes »• \ tbe othedealing with the life and work of Diderot,
Qtl Dustave Flauliert. * { (

\\m?8?rs- Luzac & Co. have iss\ie*i a ti.u whig i b e r ’s Origin of the Canon of
8lVes> the present aspect of “ higher criticism.

Peo
ite

I)
whic- -™~u aspect of “  ----- u :~:—  »

t), ^ .

|S ¿ ^ Cal Series^ Si?/’ ° í  Kew York, are issuing an “ Anthr 
Wn Ln 1'rinu t; initial volume is Dr. Mason’s Woman 
Rh. A v?ry con <6,1 which share is proved to hai
'Va!i of ÌS Q uatrcf?^10 one;... t'jie second volume is by tl

On«
of

j'; D. QunV’p'1? 1 iUjle one- The second volume î  
teat /  tlio 0],j .¡lKes, on The 1'ygmies. The author, wf 
voluitnt'i(luity ,if tl?°i anthropologists, believed in tl 

Port u!'}}- He t >■;„ , .  i'V'nan race, and never fully acceptt 
o««,p tlu> s »  m ° w that the pygmies ofier no su

g R e l i g \ o U,  ,, allng ;v missing link. The last chapte 
at interest >e iu °t the Hottentots and Bushmen,”

. * * *
M  V yo boon* \L number of the late M. Darmestetei 
«^be\ ,Po.aro to00 *n a volume which Houghto 
“ Aftrlin0l8i°ns of HU )idl- The subjects of the essays an 

in Af0i l utF c>” “ The Prophets of Israe 
aUd “ .pi'Renan ” « \ K VP1 Songs,” “ Race and Traditior 

^upremn n , • 7 on the History of the Jews
"°d >n the Indo-European Mythology.

Arq
Bmd
ilitt   ̂ ............ ....... ...

of A* tiavo" b ays : , “ i'-radlaugh or no Rradlaugh, i ot the ‘ ‘ii aboli l„.,i :.. ...... i ..... » -n...' «...

iJrorir ‘J]
?i4 5
to

of T'lTi1' drerus (March 2:1) has a very ill-natui 
Pious \»*, Bradi",,,,!. : Ilis l.ifl Ofid W"h<, "'Ine 1
Ron”’ a tittle preposterous, and altogether out 

it says : Ite,..11....................)vo„i i it s ., , ,  preposterous, and altoge 
6 ’ of n ^av-° be/n : i . .'iaiRaugli tir no lirai 

0̂ on K:R¡'.71í , , ,  itx.l« lied ingoisi time.”
’ fl!> R do. * thatof the song, is alway.- 

t°  "Peak o f “  Kradlaugh’s

The “ go 
commi 

igh’s brutal ai

foolish attempt to force his way into the House of Commons” 
may be pious, but is certainly preposterous. Bradlaugli 
only persisted to his utmost in doing what his constituents 
had sent him to do. Had he not done so, the “ good time ” 
might have been deferred to the Greek calends.

A KIND OF PREACHER.

“  Volumes might be written on the impiety of the pious.”
—Herbert Spencer.

A mighty moral leader this,
Who deals with finely-flourished arms,

Now in damnation, now in bliss,
Now sweetly comforts, now alarms ;

And skilled to clothe each view intense 
With pulpit-shaking eloquence !

Nothing too vague or too sublime 
Transcends his confident surmise ;

The awful ambuscades of time 
Conceal no secrets from his eyes ;

The deeps of space he coolly sounds,
He gives eternity its bounds.

On Nature’s plan his looks are bent,
And lo ! she teems, we straightway learn,

With special providences meant 
For his rare wisdom to discern.

He scorns what Science may disclose,
For she but talks of what she knows.

He lifts aloft his pious gaze;
111 holy wrath his features glow ;

For all dark sinning souls he prays ;
His congregation weeps below.

He sees destruction’s giddy brink
Thronged with these rogues who dare to think.

But once beneath his throne we sat;
We heard his outflow, word for word :

And God was this, and God was that,
And God was thus and thus, we heard ;

Till we, who merely mope and plod,
Envied this bosom-friend of God !

—Bloom and Brambles. Edgak Fawcett.

MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.

M r. Charles Watts has made the following lecturing 
engagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam :—

May 5, Hall of Science, London; 12, Camberwell; 19, 
Bradford ; 26, Liverpool.

June 2, N.S.S. Conference; 9, Glasgow; 16, Edinburgh; 
26, Manchester; 60, Sheffield.

July 7, Newcastle-on-Tyne; 14, Bristol; 21, Birmingham.
Mr. Putnam will return to New York in August, there

fore friends who have not engaged him should communi
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near any of the 
above towns requiring week-night lectures should arrange 
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their district on 
the Sunday.

Arrangements are being made for him to speak in Derby 
and Stockton-on-Tees during the weeks following his King 
at Manchester and Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dundee should be 
visited when lie lectures in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

Christianity is to lx) regarded as a system rather than as 
doctrine, for, like Proteus, it changes its form, and, when- 
zer defeated in attack, if policy so dictates, it adopts the 
roved ideas of its assailants, and thus preserves its 
rganisation, which is more essential to its official 
ipporters than are its dogmas. These are abandoned or 
innged whenever expediency dictates, making aggressive 
fort very difficult; for whenever a point is successfully 
«sailed it is declared to lie “ unessential,” or else not to 
along to trite Christianity. Everything is abandoned but 
atural morality, and still men call themselves Christians 
ud support the system which has no excuse for continuance 
nless miracle anil revelation aro facts. When Rationalists 
■e the duty of consistency, they will cease to uphold a 
/stem which lias no logical existence apart from sujier- 
aturalism Robert C. Adams.
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SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS—VII.

M a j o r  "Ev a n s  B e l l .

M a jo r  T h om as  E v a n s  B e ll  was chiefly known by his works 
on Indian affairs. He entered the army in 1842, and was 
employed in the suppression of Thugee. He served his 
country well in India, and probably in nothing better than 
in his continued advocacy in books and pamphlets of the 
just claims of the natives. But this independent attitude 
did not commend him to the authorities, and stood in the 
way of justly-earned promotion. As a Freethinker, he is to 
be remembered by his concise little book entitled The Task 
o f To-day, in which, taking up Carlyle’s injunction to do the 
duty nearest hand, he examines the religion in which he 
had been reared. During the early days of the Reasoner 
Major Bell supported that paper with both purse and pen, 
writing many Freethought articles under the signature of 
“ Undecimus.” He, indeed, contemplated selling his com
mission to devote himself to Freethought, but, by the 
advice of friends, was deterred. He returned to India at 
the outbreak of the mutiny, and became Deputy Com
missioner of Police at Madras. He probably had some 
share in leading Judge Strange on the road to Freethought.

The influence of Carlyle is notable in The Tank o f To-day, 
which was published by James Watson in 1852, and 
is dedicated to G. J. Ilolyoake. He says in his preface : 
“ Life is a very serious thing ; every gleam of truth reveals 
to us more of the laws of absolute fact, inexorable and 
eternal, which make up the inscrutable Future and 
Invisible, as they do the visible and mysterious Present. 
Shall we raise our puny hands or voices and fight against 
those laws 1 Shall we lie against eternal truth, or shut our 
eyes and ears against it 1 I dare do none of these things 
deliberately. My share in the work of the world is 
doubtless of the minutest consequence, but to me it is of 
infinite consequence. To me it is of infinite consequence 
whether I live a traitor and a coward, or a true man. Good 
or bad, this is my work ; I found I had it to do, and I have 
done it. May I ever do so.”

The Task examines the Christian evidences with the 
result of showing that they were accepted in days of gross 
credulity, and have been largely maintained by pious 
frauds. Thus he says: “ There was exactly the same 
evidence, and no more, in the third and fourth centuries 
that there is now—namely, certain narratives, the earliest 
of which was certainly not written sooner than thirty years 
after the death of Christ ; but the superstition and 
ignorance of those times were such that accounts of 
supernatural events met with easy credit, and were 
attributed by some to divine, and by others to diabolical 
agency, according as they approved or disliked the character 
of the miracle-worker, or the tendency of his doctrines.”

“ Hardly two centuries ago a man in England was 
considered, even by the educated, as little better than an 
Atheist if he doubted that many old women were endowed 
by the Devil with the power of working miracles without 
number.” The frauds, he shows, were not confined to 
Catholics. “ Although modern Protestantism has never 
pretended to miraculous powers, yet Protestant pious frauds 
have always abounded, and abound in the present day. 
It is a gross fraud to gloss over and conceal the infamous 
characters and obviously interested motives of many of the 
principal actors in the Reformation, in England particularly, 
as Protestant writers have done. Awful interpositions of 
Providence, exaggerated and fictitious accounts of death
bed scenes, both of believers and infidels, the lying reports 
of missionaries, and, in particular, the long evangelical 
speeches they are so fond ,1 putting into the mouths of 
their converts, are instances of Protestant pious frauds.”

The alleged evidences of prophecy are equally examined, 
and paralleled by the evidence for Mohammedanism. The 
Bible is" shown to bear many traces of superstition and 
savagery, and he proceeds to examine the evidence for an 
alleged Great First Cause. He concludes this section with 
the words: “ To act this life well it is not necessary to 
know the secrets of the Invisible, the destinies of worlds 
and systems, or the life beyond the grave, if a life there be. 
That is the department of speculation and poetry, and not 
of knowledge or of action. We owe no service to the 
Invisible and. Unknown; our work is here before us.”

The little book concludes with the contention that 
morality must be independent of speculation, and an 
exhortation to mutual help and frankness in proclaiming 
unbelief in dogmas which have only cursed mankind.
“ How long,” he asks, “ could the present social ostracism be 
pursued against avowed unbelievers if the words, ‘ I am not 
a Christian,’ were calmly and gently, but firmly, pronounced, 
not obtrusively paraded, in the drawing-room, the court of 
justice, and the senate, whenever passing event called for 
such an expression of opinion from a candid and honest 
man 1 How long could the Christian superstition enjoy its 
galvanic life in England if every man whose heart and 
intellect revolted from it were henceforward to raise his 
voice and pen to denounce and to abolish it 'l And in the

speedy destruction and abolition of its influence lies 
only hope of peaceable and harmonious progress.” _ ,

Major Bell retired from India in 1865, but continue ^ 
largely interest himself in Indian affairs. He, t)y 
September 12, 1887. The Illustrated London Newt slr)aply 
afterwards gave his portrait, which is that of a relliy if, 
fine-looking man. J. M--

JONAH OUTDONE.

An American paper publishes the following, which ‘ fg 
internal evidence of being as true as Gospel: “ Many J 
ago a ship had made its way around Cape Horn, and(aeji- 
entered the Gulf Stream. On this trip many of the P^gaj  
gers sickened and died. When they died it was the , s 
custom to read over the dead the burial service, atta ^  
weight to the bodies, and cast them overboard, A m o ntl? 
passengers were an old man and his boy. The old g® ^  
man had been out as a missionary to some island. A ufJ 
he sickened, and it was supposed he had died. The . j. 
service was read over his body, a carpenter’s axe and g ^  
stone were attached to it, and it was cast overboard m . a 
sea and passed out of sight. This crazed the boy, an 
paroxysm of grief he leaped overboard and disaPP®^« 
also. It was discovered that many sharks were f°u, 
the vessel, and the sailors baited a hook, threw it over j 
and caught one of the monsters, and, with the 
windlass, they drew it on board. When the creator .(S 
dissected the sailors found the old man 
stomach. By chance, or by the power of God, they ha.onary 
been swallowed by the same shark. The old _ miss1 
was not dead, as supposed, but only in a religious t 
The warm atmosphere inside the shark had revive 
They had set up the grindstone, the boy was turning 1 
the old man was grinding the axe preparatory to c . to 
their way out. As they had been working a’ l-fired h' 
prevent the gastric juices from taking hold_ of the ^  
digesting them, and the atmosphere being quite warn ’ ¿G 
the air rather impure, they both sweated tremendously- .¡j 
after using two or three bottles of ‘ Orthodox ot f0r 
Bitters,’ the old man seemed better than ho had ° 
some years, and entirely recovered.”

W itchcraft.
1 *Two hundred and fifty years ago it was moral in 

to believe in witches, and it was a moral act to kill a ;̂il it 
To-day it is held immoral to believe in witchcraft , \,raffc is 
witch would now be at law a criminal act. Witch tuHe' 
so admittedly false that palmistry, conjuring, and * pie 
telling are treated as punishable frauds. Yet j1 ^ is 
supernatural point of view the realitv of WltcnV.,:.. ‘ 
unquestionable,
indisputable (wc~ ______ ______ I , __________ --
27, Deut. xviii. 10, 11,1 Samuel xxviii.). And in 80111 '.ho^ 

~  ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ w --id,
A

the pious ignorant folk still believe in charms, wise 
and white and black magic.— G. Bradlaugh, “ Super 
and Rational Morality.”

¿J I j JLAL/UU. AV111. A VAj 11) 1. KJIAIUJ U.VyJ. AA.Ylll.y. i inn ------

districts of England where school boards are ’’ tê  
influence, and where godless education has been P

Real Beliefs.
I t l^Ì

>
I remember reading some time ago a suggestion, h 

was by a man of God, that every one should write g0i 
his own words, what he really believes. . v so- 
leisure and a stock of paper, I thought of doingire and a stock of paper, I thought of doing s> j ;  

more I pondered the matter, the less 
ssary, and I found that the document would f ^ eJ} o

,d
the 
necessary.IIVJVVQOCHI ) CUliVA -A. AV/W11VA UAACAJ1A U11V, VAV/V VALiAVlll V I  ̂y v- |

omit every particular of the Athanasian Creed, bu . jDy GV 
the Creed, ascribed to the Apostles. I found tba lb  
creed was a very meagre one, and entirely secU‘()re 
wrote down “ I believe in God,” it would have n° 
meaning than “ I believe in ghosts.” In my own -0lls . 
and that of my fellows, and in my consequent rei e coO1 
them, my real belief was included. Of course o ^  0tl>tj 
expand the beliefs arising out of our relations ^ 
beings to considerable dimensions ; but between ¿per® a 
the theological dogmas for which faith is demand*'1, v 
a great gulf fixed. People say they believe in 1 V e > lW 
what they mean is that they assent to, without eve 
them.—Carpe Diem.

■ t 011 °\l
What strange rage possesses some people to 

all being miserable ! They are like a quack, vv 
fain have us believe we are ill, in order to sell t jygjJtP 
Keep thy drugs, my friend, and leave mo my
Voltaire.
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MOSES AND SARGON.

Widely TS + ̂  legendary lore are aware that one of the most 
preserver)*tended of myths is that of the miraculously- 
18 striL-,\, , Id. . The Roman story of Romulus and Remus 
Pprsian n ^ similar to that told of the Trojan Paris and the 
cMid Ch w.™8' . The story of Herod seeking to slay the
tli0 * « IS s im i la .r  f.n f l in t ,  n f  TCn.nsn. s p p .1t in o 1 t,o H p .s trn v

infant is similar to that of Kansa seeking to destroy
storieT'*“ 1' naan-god, Krishna. The oldest known of these 
°'°Kist«1Si ^  Sargon, whose reign is fixed by Assyri- 
earliei.S.|.i an°ut 3800 B.c., or some fifteen hundred years 
if0ses I “ an the date ascribed to Moses. Yet the story of 
Sargon111 ^nlKnshes is almost identical with that of

gmve r®n îereu ky George Smith, Sargon’s birth was in a 
îckeV „ j  , 6 child’s mother placed him in a cradle of 

“ In a and launched it on the river. Fox Talbot renders i t : 
an ark of *k̂ iP̂ ace she brought me forth ; she placed me in 
she thrpr nnhrushes ; with bitumen my door she closed up ; 
Die • tllf>W Ple lnt° the river, which did not enter the ark to 
Wer-M river. carried m e; to the dwelling of Akki, the 
gcodnpJ'Tb ^  brought me. Akki, the water-carrier, in his 
'vater-ca • leart, lifted me up from the river. Akki, the 
Past, Volrrier> brought me up as his own son” (Records of the

°Terthro\t+u \irfb of Cyrus it was foretold that he would 
aru] conoV t“ e -Median kingdom of his grandfather, Astyages, 
the chilffUer "Ma, and it was to ward off this calamity that 
i °y l)pf'VaS .abandoned. Hecuba, wife of Priam, king of 
forth’ a f;,0r\e tle  birth of Paris, dreamed that she brought 
To preventorand which caused the destruction of the city. 
■V tale of 1b the king ordered the destruction of the child. 
Pharaofi ,] Midrash tells us that, before the birth of Moses, 
8k>od bef r̂cained that as he sat upon his throne an old man 
he pm an°f? hun holding a balance, into one side of which 
ks inhak:ftlle, ̂ Princes and elders and nobles of Egypt, and all 
^hicR n . 3 . > and into the other side he put a young babe 
'yearn vcighed them all. As Balaam interpreted the 
,hreatenp.i Ctu < was to be born to the Hebrews that 
?pcree that81natû an®er to ®gypt ; and he advisedthe 
fheriypp' 3 their new-born sons should be thrown into

4ssyr Ĵ>?lac Edwards’ admirable little book, The Witness 
SjVos hot onl^’/i Contrasted with the Monuments, he
„ "’hat a „ ;  ̂P 10 legends concerning Sargon and the proof 
a’lrl literatn r,1P'jrlant part he played in Babylonian history 
, Mosps tt0’ but evidence of the imnrobabilitv of the storvV » ? Ses- Hh■is ®.Seen tbp6 iSa'TsV. “ Commentators and apologists have 
s]lrgiving a na representing Pharaoh’s daughter
c how fa r 'fe tH e b re w  name to iler foundling.” He 

storyPart6 ^bole^stnri0 1̂6̂  are. their conjectures, and remarks :
of tV°f the Was written in Hebrew, by Hebrews, as
u fhe llero ‘ ory of a Hebrew nation ; therefore, the name
8b°ng must be taken as H e b r e w  until we have very 
the ? ebce to the contrary. The probability is that 

. 0l'r°wed the legend of Moses from their Baby- 
c°n qu erors .” C e lsu s .

rpThe p Known by their Fruits.
k^auas p6; think-ers of Ore gon celebrated the birthday of 

r? barn,|,!!(Vau<l  some of the orthodox people of the same 
liberalism lur! *n effigy. With these specimen products 
r °rt]arLfi n and of religion before him, the Rev. Mr. Locke, 
mfidpp ’ was moved to deliver a sermon on the “  Fruits 
3 "V°icft hi j° Pomological expert can censure him for 

Presentma^e’.for Mie fruit of Infidelity, as illustrated 
case, is good, being nothing less than a display 

, services rendered and the paying of honor

of 
of 
of
¡J» eh,
5 *
H ? “ « » *
on IT Conor vT T rvlces rendered and the paying of honor
frl V,(! otlm>. -l been long overdue. The fruit of religion, . eUom .. or hand —' ’ '

! han
■ovidi
' libei
anted

*”r> ¡Iropping rotten from the gallows-tree, is 
°se taste* • tllat I know of, except the religious

patr!,0?1’ is the aknd’ Opened under a hundred years of 
l>tm bs who auging in effigy of the foremost of theOil fho<- ---~ 1_____  m . ___£___*1

tbe
no iirr,, • j p cuigy ui cut; ion;most, or rue

Under pi d t a t  freedom a home. The one fruitnoertv : tllft oHiPr Hp.nn.vs Tim nnp ornwnW c k ^ t r e e ^ ^ ^  ’ i'bc other decays. The one, grown 
l^cyed f  Qtheri/r ■ Paine, it is worth our trouble to

buin ^bose t‘
^y salttlo,'^L,c ls_ not sufficiently cultivated to relish 

T- Macdonald, in “ Truthsee/eer.”

♦ SCIENCE AND SUPERSTITION.

As crumble custom’s mouldering chains away, 
Power’s gilded idol turns to common clay.
Heart flies to heart ; no longer reason heeds 
The weak resistance of established creeds ; 
Tradition totters from her misty throne,
And all the impostures of the past are known. 
Hardly can we lend credence to the tale 
Of their long woes who first rent error’s veil ; 
What royal spite, what curses from the church 
Scared the pale scholar in his cloistered search ; 
How many from themselves their visions hid, 
Or, friendless, exiled, outcast and forbid,
Like Dante, scaling with dejected tread 
A tyrant’s staircase, broke a tyrant’s bread 1

But now the soul, from ancient falsehoods woke, 
Abjures old Superstition’s rotten yoke ;
No wrathful threat in Nature’s thunder fears,
No fate foreboded in the falling spheres.
All fables, Fancy’s fond impertinence,
Fade from the cold arithmetic of Sense.
Now to Truth’s courts a never-faltering throng,
Thy torch, O Science ! lights and leads along ;
No sluggard sons this age of labor owns,
In earth’s great workshop solitary drones,
But every mind the general task must share,
Brave the long toil, and mingle in the care ;
In love with knowledge, that alone can be 
Our country’s hope—sole safeguard of the free.

T. W. P a r so n s .

“  General ”  Booth and the Angels.
While in Scotland last week “ General ” Booth, the Pope 

of the Salvation Army, in one of his addresses, remarked 
that he was particularly satisfied with the conduct of the 
angels who had warned Lot and his family of their danger, and 
helped them to flee from the doomed city. “  I do like these 
angels,” he added. “ When I go to heaven, and have got 
over the first surprise at all I shall see there, I’ll go and 
have a cup of tea with them.”

For writing an infinitely more decorous yet scathing 
denouncement of the follies of Christianity, G. W. Foote, 
the Freethinker, was a few years ago sentenced to twelve 
months’ imprisonment in Holloway Gaol. “  General ” 
Booth’s coarse vulgarity was received with acclamation and 
loud cries of “ Amen” and “ Hallelujah” by thousands of 
excitable Salvationists “ who had been washed in the blood 
of the Lamb.”

What in one man was considered as the “ rankest blas
phemy,” in another is regarded as “  pious jocularity.” But 
then the one man was an “ Infidel,” and the other is a pious 
Christian.

That accounts for the milk in the cocoa-nut.—The Crescent.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

Son—“ And the missionary was eaten by the cannibal 1 
Will the missionary go to heaven V Father—“ Oh, yes!” 
Son—“ Will the cannibal 1” Father—“ Of course not.” Son— 
“ He’ll n o t ! Why, how can the missionary go to heaven if 
the cannibal doesn’t, when the missionary’s inside him 1”

Dr. P------ took his son for a drive the other day, and
stopped at a tavern to water his horse. After watching the 
operation, Bobby blurted out, “ Papa, why don’t the horse 
take the pail up with his feet and drink 1” “ Why, he isn’t
made that way,” replied Dr. P----- -. “ Why didn’t G od  make
him so 1” next asked Bobby. “ Ah ! that beats me. How 
should I know 1” The youngster’s reverence for his father 
fell fifty per cent., and he replied : “ I’ll ask grandma. She 
knows God.”

ly.

, 0 p v what agency— mnuence of our churc an(j  even thrones
into“ oVre awe(1 the masses into silenc , ucceeded in
^ r cdumcel By what means have they.^ {eUoW) atld 
V a t P«-ectariailism. setting man ’T ' ,voukl n o t  kneel

eternal infamy to all who  ̂ , ¡palth in tli - k « d  dominant shrine 1 The Bible .h^sHatUral e -—  ’  '

'trt throughout Christendom. While that
°°per. lere 18 no hope for freedom in Europe.—

A well-known divinity professor, a grave and learned man, 
had five daughters, whom his students irreverently named 
“ Genesis,” “ Exodus,” “  Numbers,” “ Leviticus,” and “ Deuter
onomy.” Beginning his lecture, one day, the professor said : 
“ Gentlemen, I wish to speak to you about the age of 
Genesis.” Roars of laughter came from the students. 
“ Genesis is not so old as you suppose,” continued the pro
fessor. More roars—so long continued, indeed, that the 
worthy man had time to think before he made the next 
remark. He said timidly—and he managed to hit the mark 
this time—“ I may not be thinking of the same Genesis as 
you are 1”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and be 
marked “  Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.) : 7, musical selections ; 7.30, 

S. P. Putnam will lecture.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

Stanley Jones, “  The Soul and Science.” Tuesday, at 8, dancing.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 

0. James, “ God at the Bar of Humanity.”
W est London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15, 

Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Thomas 4 Kempis and the Inner Life.”
W est Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 

E. E. Sims, “  The Need of an Aggressive Policy.”
Open-Air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, T. Thurlow will lecture. 
Camberwell (Station-road) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ Mansions in 

the Sky.”
Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, G. Standring will lecture.
Deptford Broadway : 6.30, a lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, 0. Cohen will lecture. 
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11.15, Stanley Jones, “  The 

Soul and Science” ; 3.15, A. B. Moss, “ The>Ascent of M an” ; 6.30, J. 
Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, St. John will lecture. 
Thursday, at 8, F. Haslam, “ Modern Science and Revelation.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, St. John will lecture. 
Wednesday, at 8, St. John will lecture.

Islington (Prebend-street, Packington-street) : 11.30, J. Fagan, “ Is 
there a God ?”

Kilburn (High-road) : 6.30, F. Haslam, “  Bible Stories : Are they 
True ?”

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction) : 11.30, P. Harold 
Snelling, “ Secularism and Citizenship.”

Mile End Waste : 11.15, O. Cohen, “  Christianity and Morality.”
Old Pimlico Pie r : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Bible at the Bar of 

Reason.”
Regent's Park (near Gloucester Gate): 3, W. J. Ramsey, “  Salvation 

by Proxy ”—Part I.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, J. Marshall will lecture ; 

3.15, C. Cohen will lecture.
Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “  Some 

Old Tales Re-told” ; 7, “ Under Which Flag ?” Thursday, at 8,C. Cohen, 
“  Fruits of Christianity.”

COUNTRY.
Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street): Thursdays, at 8, 

papers, discussions, etc.
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brom pton): 7, J. J. 

Taylor will lecture.
Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7.45, members’ 

meeting to appoint Conference delegates, etc.
Failswoutii Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane) : 2.30, iWilliam 

Heaford, “  Secularism Expounded and Vindicated” ; 6.30, “ The Bible, 
the School, and Morality.”

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Bruns wick-street): 11.30, Charles 
Watts, “ Trust in God a Delusion ” ; 2.30, “ Theology at the Bar of 
History” ; 6.30, “ The Drawbacks of Theism; or, Dr. Jamieson’s 
Fallacies Exposed.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ; 
7, C. Doeg, “ The Best of A ll Possible Worlds.” Annual meeting of 
members after lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, 
Laurance Small, B.Sc., “ Darwinism and Socialism.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6.30, Members’ .meeting— 
important business.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
11, S. H. Alison, “ The Gospel of Socialism ” ; 3, “ The Bible and Modern 
Thought ” ; 7, “  His Satanic Majesty ” (preceded by recital). Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) : 
7.30, Business meeting.

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office) : 
7, The Secretary, “ Royal Paupers.”

Open-Air P ropaganda.
Barnsley (May Day Green): II, W. Dyson, “ The Single Tax a 

Solution of Poverty ” ; 6.30, “ The Problem of Evil—Theism's Latest 
Defence.”

Bristol (Eastville Park, lr <jr en d ): 7, J. Keast, “  Christian 
Evidence.”

Derby (Market-placel : 6.45, Mr. Whitney, “  The Bible Up to Date.” 
Hull (Corporation Field) : 2.30 and 7, “  What Socialism will Do.” 

[I f  wet, Cobden Hall, Storey-street.]

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
Stephen H. Alison, Sunnyside, 72 Union-grove, Clapham, London, 

S.W.—May 5, Sheffield.

C COHEN, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—May 5, m. 
Mile End, a. Victoria Park, e. Edmonton ; 9, Wood Green ; 12, Sheffield ; 
19, Manchester; 23, Wood Green; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a. Victoria 
Park, e. Wood Green ; 30, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London. May 5, m. 
Finsbury Park, e. Battersea ; 12, m. Wood Green, e. Edmonton ; 19, m. 
Finsbury, e. Deptford ; 22, Hyde Park.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—May 5 a. 
Finsbury Park ; 12, m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 19, m. and a. Hyde 
Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, m. Clerkenwell.

T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, E.—May 19, m. Kingsland. June 2, 
m. Finsbury Park ; 19, m. Kingsland. July 17, m. Kingsland.

PHRIST’S MALTHUSIANISM.
^  WIFE AND SONS. Twopence.

London : W. R e e v e s , 185 Fleet-street, E.C.

May 5, 1895.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E-U

W orks by Colonel R. G. IngersolL

Some M ist a k e s  of M oses.
Tne only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. (id.

D efen ce  of F rf.e t h o u g iit .
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T h e  G ods. 6d.
R e p l y  to G l a d st o n e . W ith

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome oe  R e a s o n ] A  R e p ly  
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C r im es  a g a in s t  C r im in a l s .
3d

O r a t io n  on  W a l t  W h it m a n . 
3d.

O r a t io n  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  Lin co ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D ebt  to T h o m as  

Paine. 2d.
E rn e st  R e n a n  a n d  J esu s 

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l ig io n . 2d.
T h e  T h r e e  P h il a n t h r o p is t s . 

2d.
L o ve  th e  R e d e e m e r . 2d. 
G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d.

W h y  a m  I a n
Parti. 2d.

W h y  a m  I
Part II. 2d.

AN

AON
Agn

[0SHC
-osHc!

to
F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Iteply

Dr. Field. 2d. if
O o d  a n d  M a n . Second rep)

to Dr. Field. 2d. 2d-J hk D y in g  C r e e d , a -  „  
I  b e  L im it s  of  T olerati ^

A  Discussion with the B°n- 
Condert and Gov. S. L. W°0<ii 
2d.

T h e  H o u seh o ld  of Fa1 
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2fl- 
D o  I  B la sp h e m e  1 2d. ,
T h e  C l e r g y  an d  '

Sense. 2d.
S o c ia l  S a l v a t io n . 2d. , n 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D i v o r c e . 

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
S k u l l s . 2d. ,
Th e  G r e a t  M ist a k e .
L iv e  T o pics . Id. , 
M y t h  a n d  M ira c le . ia ’ 
R e a l  B l a sp h e m y , id- . j 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols. 
C h r is t  a n d  Miracles. O 
G reeds  & Spirituality ,

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Freethought Publications.
-------- ^

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. By G. VV.
.J. M. Whoelor. Hundreds of exact references to 
Authorities. No pains spared to mako it a comp® ' 
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity' .n0 t 

Chapters: —- 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Consta 
Hypatia; 3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, I’i^^gcut'01 
6, ltise of the Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, 1 j. j 
of tho Jews ; 9, Tho Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 216 PP’ ’ rtlristi^r 

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Cm 
Edited by G. VV. Foote and VV. 1*. Ball. C om p lo^ y  >» 
covors, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfino paperi 
cloth, 2s. r̂ /ub 0

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth prt,fV 
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an Histon0’1̂ ^ 1' 
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M-  ̂ p. 
1'apor covers, 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cW ^urio'‘_ 

Bible Studies. Essays on l ’hallic Worship and othoi ¡¡riO 
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Illustrate!, 
paper, 2s. 6d. AueS

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All cii>> ' 
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound 
7s. 6d. . (Atlie‘;e

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Nowma.
Brother of tho lato Cardinal Newman). With a Preface Ay|l(<ele 
Jacob Holyoako, and a Biographical Sketcli by J. , e
Is. 6d. ,,0w of y

Darwin Made Easy. By Dr. Edward B. Avoling,
London University. This is tho best popular o*l 
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

Londo» : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C- 
__________________________ ____________________— ..... .cite

5 stron/ „ f f f e e<Cl TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 
h )  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d e»c,1j,ric‘ea Cô loot
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, »“ ’ „ri
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations m TeeW0t>,
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy cbarge»- eXtr»c 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each oa 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. ,

painless by gas, 6s.

'1
10 FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen

_ SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS 
Style and Fit Guaranteed.— H. HAMPTON, Artiste 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). % 
leading Freethinkers.

at moderate price?- .
PTON. Artiste
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a llin so n  f o r  h e a l t h .
OMR CONSULTATIONS—io a.m. to i  p.m., ios. 6d.;

6 p.vi. to 8 p.m., js. Patients Visited.
E S S A Y S . Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

I°W co, T h fn S- on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth, 
P°n» Biii0 u ® D n" k Q uestion. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa- 
rj>lds, Chesf n S> ^ C2.ema» Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 

Itch, etc Lomplaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

Coi> 2 Di C A L  e s s a y s . Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
r*air and its es on ^he Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
pr Thin 1fanaSement, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice 
ij;°ugh, tae Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
iumours, etc ° rm’ hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

c2 „ ? i CA:L  E S S A Y S  . Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
i?sPected T w 2 s. °J? .Ho More Death, Management of Young Children, Un- 
^undred Year**10 Fo*sons» How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
y ^active. OnS»Rt0 ^mProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
n?.r,cose Vejn ii -i Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 

inter Coueh’ nu-u , a.ud Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 
ercury, * '-hilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

„“'soni
E S S A Y S . Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

as Food li^rpHardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 
oth*°n̂ ng» Tonir 6 ¿oniato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 

^rtic]e.  c.\' Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
n “ 'Chirb._'T,Also Cu
f*ctPes f  

Sc a

H e ^ ^ cken-PnVIS°c^'ure.0/  Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
en»?*« (Tetter f^yuuv'tis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 

a. r .Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Infl
Tasis or English Leprosy, etc.

.. 'Etains rr .2 ,AI E S S A Y S . Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.*ae Aw.i v̂ UclesCoj .
the Af»oV^Llcles on Pure W-iter The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for 
I 0«naild,Gurainiag. Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding. Felon¡or Whitlow, Ine?owmg 
J ^ a c h e  c™ Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing,
Solids FHc0rT^Iouth’ St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 
bounds l> 2 ’ Fc lnting- Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting of Blood, Vomiting, 

T ip  n- nS* Scalds, Bruises, etc. _
HVpt lVe Volumcs> strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

I)ru? Takê sIC M E D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to 

I d R ^ T I S M  : ITS CAU SE A N D  C U R E . Post Tree for 7d.

~  h .1/ie.p n -------n a i U K A L  C U K E . Post free 7d.
tHre Wooi's> bound in One Vol., post free, Os. 6d. Send Postal Order. 
A Ii0 O g Pui!l.? H L E T S FOR Y O U N G  M E N . For Postal Order for is. id.

,FOR m a r r i e d  w o m e n .Coriirnu
Nations to be addressed to—

For Postal Order for is. 2d.
-- WWU,< MOCUl C-O--

4 „ DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Vanish-place, M anchester-square, London, W.

THE BEST BOOK
Tb . ° N NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

R̂ e MORALITY, or TH E  THEORY AND 
Pr a c t ic e  o f  n e o - m a l t h u s ia n is m .

I60 %  j. a. holmes, m.m.l., m.v .s., m.n.s.s.
f a9*t, With portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

* ,  T Price Is., post free.
imporrtder. to brinK the information within the reach of the poor the

M One pE» lant Part9 of the book are issued in a pamphlet of U2 nages
4 d°2en post free 2<i- Copies of the pamphlet for distribution .The m**0?1 free. _  , ,
î?taPhletll0nai fy forn w  of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr ,p°  Neo- 
t ^iitusian tt, ‘ 18 an »'most unexceptionable statement ]
'«eiing lan ‘ heory and practice . . .  and throughout appeals to moral 
^lthusik; ’ The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo 

in hi=anse and t0 human well-being generally is just hl3 
'nr famiF“  v phlet of a plain statement of the P h y s i c a l  and moral 

»be 8ecH“  ly ' ‘nutation with a plain account of the means by which it
and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the TV Hussible prices.”

0tfers have ak°f thf  Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
Oiiae Trad. 8P.°ben of it in very high terms. .  , s n
°  te’'order, ®̂ pp' led by R- Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 
j  r* should he sent to the author.
^ O L M E S ,

Vv ~ h a n n e y , w a n t a g e , b e r k s .
yy V _

í ¿ . t Re» dell's “ Wife’s Friend
in it/.--?V

Inj]w U in'lVirJ “ ra- Besant in Law of Population, p. 32 and Dr »»Well . " . / e ,  Handbook o  51 Made solely by J. PULLER, to 
»»tttiesy e®l> Olerkemvell; L. per do/.., post free (reduction in larger 

r Particulars send stamped envelope.
M P O D - i- • — ----------

TJjNiw I ■■ » . -----— vuiw u^g.

‘V C l0!, «sella £■ ,R T  A N T  C A U T I O N .
1 »»siblv : ‘ iondell n * '1.?“ 3 substituted by some dealers and chemists, 

“ itrodUc , fUo; a«d “  J. IF. Rendali ” being speciously and 
Lo° k p0r . °  deceive the public.

“ ■PTOQnArn R egistered  T r a d e  Ma r k

v____No. 182,688.
t ^ g ^ h ’s Syr;nACn ■B° X> WiTHODT WHICH NOJTF, ARE GENUINE.

ll, ^"bntti nF'. Pa?fer’o'v>t'1Tyert'ca'  and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. Gd., 
”  * J . l i t i ,  a*n‘«e P o J j” 0wderi Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

aer8, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

’ C hadw ell-st., C lorkenw ell, E.C.

Works by G. W. Foote.
Flowers of Freethougllt. First Series. 221pp., bound in cloth, 

2s. 6d.
Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in 

cloth, 2s. 6d.
Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An 

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is.; hound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is.; superior odition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
W ill Christ Save Us ? A Thorough Examination of the Claims 

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World, fid.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.
A  Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the Gospel of 

Matthew, discovered by G. W. Footo. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply 

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Muruli. id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A Lie

in Fivo Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
The New Cagliostro. All Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky. 

2d.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written. 

(1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and theApple, id.; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, id.; 
(6) Lot’s Wifo, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering 
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, id.; (10) God in a Box, Id. (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin 
Mother, 2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, 
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for tho People, 
and what tho l’ooplo do for Royalty. 2d.

London: Ro b e r t  F o r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Is. Gd.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BV

G. W. FOOTE a n d  W . P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follows :—
1 —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are printed in

parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.



2 8 8 THE FREETHINKER. M a y  5 ,  189 &

SPECIAL OFFER FOR 21 DAYS 
ONLY.

LOT 11 CONTAINING

To clear our stock of 872 Parcels of
ONE PAIR OF PURE WOOL BLANK®1 ’ 
ONE PAIR OF BED SHEETS,
ONE QUILT (Beautiful Design),
ONE TABLE-CLOTH.

Rather than keep them over till next Winter, we have decided, AS AN a d v e r t i s e # * 2* 
to clear them out at 19s. per Parcel, Carriage Paid.

WE CANNOT SEND MORE THAN TWO PARCELS TO ONE PERSON,
as the price is less than cost and, apart from the advertisement, we should never offer to
at the above price. To those who have already tried L o t  11  we need say nothinor about tltf

x  o # i/ u  L  } l  fl,» ̂
value. They are all agreed that this is the Cheapest Parcel in the market. To those wno 0f 
not tried it we say, Send one back and we will give 20s. for it, which will be a fair W1) 
testing whether you like it or not.

Remember, for 21 Days Only, and no more than Two Parcels to One Person-

NEW SPRING PATTERNS NOW READY.
Send at once before the Crush for Whitsuntide.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4, UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

3d. %&• NOW JÌEADY ^

TH E

64pp.

HALL OF SCIENCE 
LIBEL CASE.

WITH A

FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT
OF

T H E  L E E D S  O R G I E S . ”

Edited, with Introduction,

G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E.C.

Price Twopence,

95“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough
O ccasio n ed  b y  t h e  S e n ten ce  w h ic h  h e  P a sse d  on

M R . D . I . E A T O N ,

As Publisher of
TI1E THIRD PART OF PAIN E’S " A G E  OF REASON.”

BY
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Freethought Headquarters

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

I»r ^In order to provide Suitable Headquarters for the S°cû  ¡¿der' 
in London, which shall also be a worthy Memorial of its 1 
Charles Bradlaugh, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (L™irr:EP)
ety

has been formed under the Friendly Society’s Acts. Of 0V?' 
Mr . G. W. F oote, President o f  the N.S.S., is Chairmani, ® jj 
one of the Directors is, and must bo, also a member of t gee11)] 

This can only be done by the assistance of tho ,°  g #fe(b, 
Party, who aro hereby appealed to earnestly. Tho eb* gg. » 
each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on appli°atl Na’ i# 1 
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two mon 
must be given.

FORM OF APPLICATION.
Gentlemen,—

Please allot me..........Shares in the “
1Nation®13 At

I be. OHall Society, Limited,” on account of which allotment
hand you the sum of..........pounds.......... shillings, being
of..........pounds.......... shillings per share thereon. And
hand you the sum of..........pounds.......... shillings, being (eW

. .......  . .. And * .JV
od S°cl *agree that, if admitted a Shareholder in the above-nam01 ^  V 

I will conform to its rules, and to such of its bye-la"’8 
from time to time in force.

Name (  in full ).. 

Postal address .

Occupation ( i f  any)  ...........................................

CUT THIS OUT AND FILL If
and forward (with remittance) to tho Secretary

MISS E. M. VANCE,
2S Stonecutter-street, London, E.G.

|N*

Printed and Published by G. W . Foote, at 28 StonecutW 
London, E.O.


