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GOD AND THE ANT.
il

L .n - Ant-. By Coulson Kcrnaban.
cb&lﬁ?)w/aen.) Y

1'APoubs®N Kfrnahan is the author of two volumes of
erfr NMPra’se(i  fiction and one volume of highly-pra
'hcism.  When we heard, therefore, that ho was engaged
Ecological treatise, we looked forward 01 s
Welidet 0Ll w' th consideniabig iniemsti  But g tha nxHexi
Appoint Um° 's before us wo confess to a feeling of
K nien”s. To” begin with, there is very little for
T “*. oixty little rivulets of type flow through
4 vi",mead°ws o and the price is one shilling.
minitoslOUSir?2ader couid easily get to the end in ten
of , adull one could hardly need®ore~~'"rious
J ? Eour. In the nextplace—and this | km of evil
C ® booklet is an utter mistake. y 1 teat wits;

i «seised the keenest intellects am VvV ] treatises,

it“ altso (t)c%asmned the writing of a multitude ot
es \>» ==
518 strength of the stoutest library-shelves.

(London: Ward,

i tha}yme__wo rid i
thatthe pkotolem
A[_a]%r{AKq_fﬂahan s title-page. p
yorkveWNi A'SsPaco Is so limited, Mr. Kernahan ,,ocs
. nnilin v 6*»00 no twu pilous U AUICITIU
?date iiic, <,I,_.'.[.ti'err6dfa(ly(tlort withhwﬂvo_se name he begs to
ais “ little booklet”—whic .
Hichivatm ho " Is a nasty ta_utology :
R expresses his “ thaRks and gratitude”’—
S I » . asbdd. Then comes a three-page Apolo, 4
isc m _hear of “ {Ma f hshh m@%
rtpllough they We?’e di e?’er(\)trm gl\j\clzhsmé-lpqo or the
5 «w»ttabi, i, writer like Mr. Ke ol
he Apologia is an absurdity. . a9 though
he J GitGl what he relates ; and he in or [ct t0 work
t0J?? one °i the prophets, that lie 111 tgWay;
itcame.” This is pretty onougMn it n
htivfi a P[0Qm to an attempt to justify
hi',aco it is almost ludicrous. World—iust
then X emahan starts with the End of th gi\
v ePomt where Prophet Baxter leaves off. the

4 theeadandth* — 7 ) gives
iflah Qay, >Oniri®/avesdischarge their occupants; who.

1Said. mlU tmost of them) not be there—as the
W) a? ailgels Qa1 werc ad ready for judgment, but God
Hie leedh~- 1 "Ot BUt in bh appearahce. Tlid legt day
Gy FUBRET itk “ it was God and nat man who was

forth ” eav?n’” and the people called upon
rer as. though ho were another Lazarus,
trilj-the hoss"of011t0Or "I10 wrongs ho tad done to man.
WK/"1B of vimi- tae oniverso was in no hurry, and the

«SJ? 1 j IH@mr resurrected. ones.])0Sb i ’sfjls bad
A JU ’er] a Woman,Has a go ead 0
Art foralB D .v- - -

« — umvui uv/u »  huai
ft whetper the Great Doridcr

) ccsion for himself, lie is followed by
Kish ges: me i, 0 <lad ~00n horn amongst thioves and
N V' wjQdastinLJvéUES8 why God made any crcaturo to
tﬁc@rﬁfﬂ G°d mni finally “ one” spoke, who wanted to

iw ' I'he sins,!/?? th° innocent suffer for the guilty,

Xo *7°al the ,u. HI0 Others upon the children. And
o< leoplo call upon God to stand in tho dock
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and answer his indictment. Evidently he has a lot to
answer for, though it is all very familiar to Freethinkers;
but he is still in no hurry, and keeps the court waiting.

In his absence, a woman attempts to justify the ways of
God to man. Children suffer for their parents’ sins ; but
they also profit by their parents’ virtues; and six balances
half-a-dozen. Besides, if misery did not overtake ill-doing,
man had soon made a hell of earth. On the whole, life is
good, not evil; and if there were no misery, and all were
plain, where would then be “ the test of our faith in God " t
This lady barrister, pleading for the Almighty, reminds
men that they cannot understand God, though she appears
to be well up in the subject. “ Can the ant,” she asks,
“ crawl up into the brain of man to see man’'s world as
man sees it 1 Yet has man, whoso whole world is, in the
eyes of God, but as one ant in a universe, thought to creep
into God’s brain, to think as He thinks, to see as He sees,
and to judgo tho Omnipotent by man'’s little laws.”

With somo rather mixed imagery, this is an old story
retold. Those who set out to explain evil always end by
giving it up, and tell us not to criticise, but adore ; which
wo might do before tho argument as well as after it—
perhaps a little better.

Mr. Kernahan imagines that God is exculpatod because
it was man who tempted the woman, seduced her, and
brought her to prostitution. He forgets that God made
tho man to tempt, and tho woman to be tempted ; and
that an omniscient creator is responsible to the uttermost
for tho faults of his creatures.

Tho impenitent thief upon tho cross is the next person
who addresses the multitude:—

“1 am he who, when in like straits to yours, did
blaspheme as you, O my brothers and sisters, have
blasphemed ; | am he who hung by the dying .Savior—
ho who in the hour of death and judgment did revile
that Divine Sufferer, even as you in your hour of judg-
ment have blasphemed the most Holy Name of God. |
am he whom, these many a hundred years, ye have
called the ‘impenitent thief,’ knowing not the infinite
mercy and power of God.

“For, bo it known to you that, as 1 hung in that
Sacred Presence, 1saw, ere my spirit fled, the people
mocking and reviling Him, oven as | —foul sinner that |
am—had mocked and reviled Him. And | saw that,
even as Ho had answered mo not, so He answered them
never a word, but, lifting His eyes to heaven, He prayed
to His God and theirs, ' Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do !

“ And as He thus prayed, He turned and bent on me-
mo, the outcast, the blasphemer, the vilest and most
impenitent of all that vile and impenitent throng—such
look of Divine dignity, such look of infinitely pitying
and pardoning love, that, though my anguish-racked
body, heavy with approaching death, hung, dragging its
dead weight from the cross, | forgot tho straining of my
torn and quivering hands against the cruel nails, forgot
tho thousand tortures which each heart-throb sent
through every nerve and limb ; forgot shame and death
and judgment, in wonder and worship and love.

“To your knees, O brothers and sisters, and sue for
pardon, that even as I|—outcast and blasphemer—
obtained mercy at that last moment of my life, so may
ye, blasphemers and impenitent, be forgiven by the
intercession of the same Savior who laid down His life
forusall I

Finally, after a blasphemer has had an innings, ONE

[thus, please] appeared with tho features of a man and the
faco of a God. Thisis Jesus Christ himself, who harangues

tho pooplo as follows:—
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“ Did you indeed think, beloved, that while you were
suffering and sorrowing on earth, I, your elder Brother
and Savior, could rest content in the bliss of heaven 1—
that | ceased to share your sorrows when my earthly
life was at end ?

“ O mothers, who mourned for your children, it was
my heart that brake when you fell sobbing by that tiny
bed ! O little children ! every hair of whose head is
sacred unto me, to spare whose little feet one step on a
thorny road, I would endure and gladly a Calvary of
woes ! O weary men ! O lonely women ! whose every
sorrow | have known, at whose every tear this heart of
mine has bled—think you that any nail which wounded
these hands, these feet, on Calvary’s Cross, stabbed me
with so cruel a pang as that which pierces my soul at
any sin or sorrow of thine 1

“You have suffered for a lifetime, but I, until time
shall be no more; and even as every sorrow of yours
has entered into my heart, so has every sorrow of mine
entered into the heart of the Father.

“ Said | not unto you that, ‘Lo, | amwith you always,
even unto the end of the world"! and thought you, that I
could be with you, and not feel with you, sorrow, with
you, suffer with you 1

“ But now is that end indeed accomplished ; now are
the powers of darkness for ever overcome; now is
death, the last enemy, destroyed ; and now render | up
thlele Kingdom to my Father, that God may be All, and in
AllL”

This kind of eloquence is about fit for a Sunday-school.
What a grotesque notion underlies the pathetic phraseology !
One is inclined to pity this Christ until one reflects that he
is playing the fool. All the world suffered, and he suffered,
and his Father suffered. And what for? Alas! we are
not informed; the problem of evil is left where it was, and
where it will always be while men personify the universe,
make a deity of their own ignorance, and prate about
“ God.”

Mr. Kernahan winds up with a waking dream. Looking
out of his window in the early morning, ho sees haggard
men and careworn women hurrying to their work; but in
every face he saw the sorrowful face of Christ, and over the
great city of London he seemed to see resting The Shadow
of a Cross. We also have seemed to see that shadow;
but to us it was terrible—the shadow of priestly fraud
over human misery. n [OOTF

MADAME BLAVATSKY.

(Concludedf rom page SJft.)

Reminded that she had been caught sometimes, and of her
own carelessness and inattention, Helena Petrovna said —

“Yes, | certainly am careless and inattentive; but
others, with very, very rare exceptions, are far more
inattentive than | am; they are just so many sleepy
owls, so many blind men, and never observe anything
at all. Would you believo that all this time, before and
after the Theosophical Society’s foundation, I have not
met more than two or three men who knew how to
observe and see and remark what was going on around
them ? It is simply amazing. At least nine out of ten
people are entirely devoid of the capacity of observation,
and of the power of r membering accurately what took
place even a few hours before. How often it has hap-
pened that, under my direction and revision, minutes
of .various occurrences and phenomena have been drawn
up; lo, the most innocent and conscientious people,
even sceptics, even those who actually suspected me,
have signed en toutes lettres as witnesses at the foot of
the minutes. And all the time | knew that what had
happened was not in the least what was stated in the
minutes. Yes, my dear sir, | venture to assure you
that in history, even the best attested, there is far more
fancy than truth.”

In such observations we may see not only the woman of
the world, but the thinker, who was able to dupe even
those with pretensions to culture and science.

Solovyoff asked her: “ Are you alone the author of
Root Iloomi’s letters, philosophical and otherwise 7 “ No;
clielas used sometimes to help me—Damodar and Subba
Rao and Mohini.” “And SinnettI" “ Sinnott won't
invent gunpowder; but he has a beautiful style, he is
splendid at editing.” “ And Olcott 77 “ Olcott is not bad
at editing either, when he understands what he is talking
about. But one has always to chow everything for him
till one is sick.”
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She showed Solovyoff the magic bell which he
already discovered. “ Yes,” she confessed, “ that's e
occult telegraph, through which | communicate witn
master,”” She then asked him to prepare the groun™
her to work in Russia. “ Write more, louder,
Theosophical Society; rouse their interest, and ‘cie”
Root Hoopii Russian letters. | will give you a ;
materials for them.” Instead of answering, Solovyon  #
ran away. She immediately sent Bavaji after hint H
note, in which she showed her wholo hand, telling -
that, if he would only trust her, and see in heraWsdJ &
all the so-called, imaginary, many masters, “ then } 'j)
a patriot, would perform an immense service to x”"
also.” Solovyoff interpreted this as an attempt to |
up her self-revealed exposure of fraud with a ncw 1hjr,
fication. He had previously deprecated the view o s
R. Hodgson that she was a Russian spy, “n°b , ,gu
careful to say, “ because | believe her incapable of P 1.
such a part, but because, in the autumn of 1885, sl .n
extremely anxious to become a secret agent of the h , »
Government in India.” *“ If she wished to beconiO®,,.
says, “ it is plain that, up to that time, she was not. ~
naive ! Had M. Solovyoff known her American and cO,ire>
career, he might have seen a little further. dis-
having had to fly from India, Helena Petrovna was ~
grace with the controllers of the Secret Service, and '
to utilise Solovyoff to get reinstated.
This is how he reports what she said :— n
“ Look here, this is what it is,” she began; ~ verf
soon going to St. Petersburg ; now do undertax 1
important business of the greatest benefit to  pyssbl
wish to propose myself as a secret agent of the ~ Qy
Government in India. To promote the triump »
country over those vile English | am capable jin
thing. | hate the English Government in 1° "\'rRs
its missionaries; they are all my personal vIe®Q
thirsting for my destruction. That alone t®
enough why | should throw my whole soul 1 "eiT
struggle with them. And that I can do them' nOd
harm in India is certain ; and | alone can do i ’jpnill
else is capable of the task. My influence on the jdi®
is enormous; of that | can easily produce m J
evidence as you will. At a sign from mejlll Ojge
Hindus would follow me. | can easily
gigantic rebellion. 1 will guarantee that in mjigd"
time the whole of India would bo in Russian™ (ol!.
Only they must give me the pecuniary means-'
want much. You know how | am in this res5dL
they must put it in my power to penetrate 111, cl
through Russia—for I can’t go back there any ?
since this affair of the Coulombs and the miss\Verits <
and | will bring about one ef the greatest . yerl!
history. | proposed the same thing before, sOl jjJ » .
ago, when Timasheffwas still minister; but ggg
receive any answer. But now, now it is much
me ; | can arrange the whole thing in a year. jIT
She thus confessed that she had years before o ~
services as a secret agent to the Russian GovernW" ty
would have been unlike herself had sho betrayed g
real purpose of the society was to spread in India = »
society with signs and pass words, and with the

doctrine of the brotherhood of man, and the $'%j
teaching, as expounded in the Introduction to My b
Dodrine, p. xliv.: “We have not long to wait, an e

us will witness the Dawn of the New Cycle, at 1 W
which not a few accounts will be settled ang s
between the races.”

When the right moment came messages
Mahatmas would have appeared, proclaimin .
rising. This is the established way in WP _P@q
movements have been carried on in thie S€ast
immemorial. Those have at best an imperfect ¢ °nlP',0obedt
of the Bible who do noet recognise how mmuch its 1L i
were intended to bring about their own fulfillZeH '

M. Solovyoff admits that, in some respect® »
Blavatsky appeared to lie a subordinate. Fr° goiU™pss
book an impression is derived that she was
beyond the lying, fraudulent impostor which h°
thoroughly proves her to have been. Despite - f
failings, she was a woman of Titanic P°".'T \j
contempt for the mass of mankind was equal
own determination to make history. She has1QgflPyp
place beside her occult heroes, Cagliostro and > if J
and we can leave her with the charitable hop0 JOor°
life could be seen from start to finish, she won L
more sinned against than sinning.

fro»lA

J M. w
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THE VALUE OF DOUBT.
Relii
to <= ous people of the present time arc no more disposed

?°0d M4 ~Oubt an(l scepticism credit for any power for
agOw uan were those persons who two thousand years

@mo 010 Sad to Lave questioned that any good thing could

Coler, Naza«th. There is, however, much truth in
the n V. remark that “ the road to belief is through
@y = ?..°f doubt”; and yet this word is dreaded by

oy e v'duals, not so much upon its own account as in

be theUOnGx  what it may lead to. Doubt is known to
deep Inn°vator, the turbulent element, that disturbs the

r’pose U \IG. which faith, superstition, and despotism
trents th 's the parent of the changes and improve-
people 7f C’e place in long-standing institutions, those

itssilver are wedded to things as they are are adverse to
CUd UtamonS them. The worldly interests of men are
Vead"? .I'ne established order of things; hence,
able stat couhting the wisdom of maintaining an unalter-
"Tateve ° m .aqairs>the interested ones are opposed to
larly ni,r -Is likely to produce a change. This is particu-
hiQit nJost in discussions upon questions of law, govern-
°fthoSo] rokglon. The retention upon our statuto book
defend ia"is which are a disgrace to the age is vehemently
~ T te .o f government that are quite incom-
t°, ang ' I11the spirit of the times are tenaciously clung
toby :i .1 10<°x views of religion are credulously adhered
gress ha”V secti’°n of the religious world. So far as pro-
ject's °Tected in reference to each and all of these
this fOr’ has been the result of doubt, and therefore to
Ir, tpd® mart wo look for further advancement.
feelin, J'VP'dar theological mind there is a much stronger
retOnr'nSt ilouht than there is against the acceptance
HO(linr. fc-1L  the most glaring superstition. Notwith-
uknOwiQj 113 'deplorable fact, men of thought know and
* * tkere is no condition of mind so
that of d °,aud useful, in a state of society like ours, as
atd doctr'U”  tVe are inundated with all sorts of theories
)I0,ild ho i'mS aiid to implicitly accept all as being right
hell> Ah "Possible.  So doubt affords time for investiga-
Of conrs°r- y the true may be detected from the false,
happen f'pt <loes not follow that this result will always
hkely tQWh°re exanunation takes place; still, it is more
1< J in the region of doubt than under the
Ec{ ejt, of “ blind belief.” People who decline inquiry
farmeSsw?- a(leduate mental capacity, or that spirit of
?h°Uld Mi is so essential in the pursuit of truth. Why
beliefs ,.a¥ man felar to examine the foundation of his
H° one wr(ES h° be apprehensive that it may give way r
hi Id ob-I’Se °P‘'n'ons are based upon matured thought
shop uJeef to submit them to the force of argument. As
ﬂl’uttlnn’l U alily @diditked : “ Whoever is afraitl fof
8 Iy question, civil or religious, to the test of
0\\/n SUssion seems to me to bo more in love with his
W atVnions than with truth.” Yet this aversion to
V10!~ rellgious questions is very extensive amonp
true it&ans and their supporters. If all that is new is no
false AlBqually certain that much that is old is manifestly
f°Udloi anY of the views held by our ancestors were
Why O upon insufficient data, and the chief reason given
truthor yjews should bo received to-day is not their
This Ul'ify> hut their antiquity.
jilv ! | °Sical dislike to doubt and free |an|ry can be
hop w fPlau>ed As already intimated, fearless mvcstiga-
8sm, 8to expose any unsound point in the armor tha
sWcld orthodoxy from the attacks of its

ffig SOto: r e°Ver' there is tlRe common habit of
k 6 criticai ,f.° .,.hefs as if they were beyond the reach of
~cause tial faculty, and of adhering to certain gpinjons
t~ hehnfO™ are pleasant and consoling. #o disc'
,>quiiit s and opinions are false would bo to destroy the

&urchasg fesilg. minds yf_tlnpmnﬂ@ﬂ@ \Mw o m‘wu

10

»ej VIEWS MU
%cK(L[‘%rcause ]&SQCﬁaﬁ?&?ﬁJ%hh one's Cheréfﬂﬁ%‘e‘%k

lot il ho thought that to learn then the
would causo an unhappy state of ~ ; kewould

* fiud and to adhere to truth for ite «w N N
INiern.f fostered. It is this “ 13380 that produce
"W V,or “ the stillness of the swamp, ~ wa8 this

calls the “ protectlve spiri = creatcd a

V ~cctual subjection that i \ptiOs and tho
soéety l|n w ?ch t?lo greatost abs i P

gssire
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most palpable errors were believed to he solemn truths.
It is only about two hundred years ago that such silly and
preposterous notions as the existence of giants of enormous
height, of devils and witches, of ghosts and of flying
dragons,,etc., began to be discarded. The drowning of
so-called witches, the burning of heretics, and a host of
other cruelties, were among the approved methods of our
ancestors when doubt was condemned by “ the powers
that be,” both temporal and spiritual. And to-day, in
countries where doubt is prohibited, similar crude notions
exist, and the same kind of mental stagnation and degrada-
tion obtains. Buckle truly observes : “ It is necessary that
men should learn to doubt before they begin to tolerate;
and that they should recognise the fallibility of their own
opinions before they respect the opinions of their opponents.
This great process is far from being yet completed in any
country; and tho European mind, barely emerged from its
early credulity, and from an over-weening confidence in its
own belief, is still in amiddle, and, so to say, a probationary,
state. When that stage shall be finally passed, when we
shall have learned to estimate men solely by their character
and acts, and not at all by their theological dogmas, we
shall then be able to form our religious opinions by that
purely transcendental process of which in every age
glimpses have been granted to a few gifted minds.”

In considering the causes of the progress of nations, we
recognise the vast importance of the acquirement and
diffusion of that knowledge which is seminal and fruitful—
a knowledge that results from the exercise of doubt and
the carrying out of the principle of free inquiry. It is now
granted that to most questions there are two sides; but in
former times only one side, as a rule, was allowed to be
published, and to doubt the truth of the popular side of
the question was looked upon as a sin. It is only the
antipathy produced by ignorance that causes an aversion
to the investigation of every phase of a subject. No truth
can be lessened in value, or lose any of its lustre, by
repeatedly passing it through the ordeal of honest criticism.
The spirit of doubt that has seized the minds of men in
modern days has not only increased our general knowledge,
but it has led to the adoption of new methods of inquiry
that wero only dimly seen by Aristotle, revived by Bacon,
and matured by observation and experiment within the
memory of living men. Those persons who are burdened
with ancient prejudices are constantly dwelling upon the
evils that doubt produces, and warning others against its
dangers. It is, however, overlooked by these self-satisfied
believers that stagnant ideas arc useless; that a passive
state of mind can give no security for the correctness of
its opinions ; and that, without change, no new truths can
be established. People who passively submit to things as
they are are not the promoters of commercial progress, or
the guides in fresh enterprises. It is those who aim at
improvement and advancement that should be looked upon
as the real pioneers of the civilisation of the human race.

Men who feel sure that they have inherited the truth
from their forefathers, who could not err, are not tho
persons upon whom we should rely for an increase in
knowledge and the development of mental freedom. We
prefer depending upon the heroes of doubt, men who are
willing to grapple with the pros and cons of all subjects
brought under their notice. Not to doubt is to ignore the
advantages to be derived from the continual conflict going
on between truth and error, and to lose the incalculable
benefits arising from free and open discussion. As J. S.
Mill, in his work On Liberty (p. 12), wrote: “ Man is
capable of rectifying his mistakes by discussion and experi-
ence. Not by experience alone. There mustbe discussion,
to show how experience is to bo interpreted. Wrong
opinions and practices gradually yield to fact and argu-
ment ; but facts and arguments, to produce any effect on
the mind, must be brought before it.” To aid in this
work is one of the functions of doubt, and herein lies its
value. Charles W atts.

(To be concluded.)

After a long drought there came a heavy rain, during
which one farmer observed to another: “ This is a provi-
dential rain. | hope it will bring up everything out of the
ground.” To this the other replied, with a dubious shake of
the head : “ | can't say as | agree with you there, neighbor.
I've buried three wives in the ground, and | should mortally
hate to see them all come up again.”
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MAY DAY.

The decoration of horses with rosettes, and an occasional
“ Jack in the Green,” and girls with paper feathers dancing
round a barrel organ, are all that remain to remind the
Londoner of the old festival of May Day. When | was
a youth it was still the custom to trip out early in the
country to get the May dew and gather hawthorn. This
interesting survival of an old Pagan practice is not quite
extinct. Shakespeare, in his Henry the Eighth, alludes to
it, saying it is impossible to make people sleep on May
morning. And who does not remember that passage in
Midsummer Night's Dream where Lysander appoints to meet
Hermia
— In that wood, a league without the town,

Where | did meet thee once with Helena
To do observance to a morn of May ?

Chaucer, in his “ Court of Love,” tells us that early on May
morning “ forth goeth all the court to fetch the flowers
fresh, and branch, and bloom.”
To this custom of early rising Herrick alludes, in his fine
pastoral on “ Corinna’s Going a Maying ”:—
Get up, get up, for shame ; the blooming morn
Upon her wings presents the god unshorn.
See how Aurora throws her fair,
Fresh-quilted colors througli the air ;
Got up, sweet slug-a-bed, and see
The dew-bespangling herb and tree.

Thcro’s not a budding boy or girl, this day,
But is got up, and gono to bring in May.

A deal of youth, cro this, is come

Back, and with white-thorn, laden homo.

And in Tennyson’s “ May Queen " :—
You must wake and call me early, call me early, mother dear.

This early rising itself was but a survival of a vigil in
which the fun was kept up through the night. Stubbes,
a Puritan writer of Queen Elizabeth’s time, in his Anatomie
of Abuses, published in 1585, says :—

“ Against May, Whit-Sonday, or other time, all the
yung men and maides, old men and wives, run gadding
about over night to the woods, groves, hils, and
mountains, where they spend all the night in pleasant
pastimes ; and in this morning they return, bringing
with them birch and branches of trees, to deck their
assemblies withal! ; and no meruaile for there is a
great Lord present amongst them as superintendent and
Lord of their sports —namely, Sathan, prince of liel.
But the chiefcst jewel they bring from thence is their
May-pole (say rather their stinking poole), which they
bring home with great veneration.”

This interesting passage lets us know that the old Pagan
rites were confounded with witchcraft, and confirms the
evidence that the persecution of witches was the last act in
the tragic suppression of Paganism. Stubbes remarks that,
when the Maypole was reared, “ they fall to banquet and
feast, to leape and dance about it, as the heathen people
did at tho dedication of their idollcs, whereof this is a
perfect pattern, or, rather, the thing itself.” Tho acrid old
Puritan was quite right. The Maypole was a phallic
emblem of the life and generation manifest in the flowering
of vegetation. It was th symbol of the renewal of life,
as was also Flora, or our Maid Marian, or the Queen of the
May; while Jack-i-the-Grcen represents the tree spirit,
whose role Mr. J. G. Frazer, in his Golden Bough, has shown
to be so important in all tho old religions.

Had the Puritans known tho Pervigilium Veneris, a Latin
poem ascribed by Erasmus to Catullus, but certainly later,
it would have afforded them an additional text for invective
against the Pagan superstitions which the May games were
denounced as representing. The poem shows that the
Romans, like our English ancestors, celebrated the season
by betaking themselves to the woods for threo nights,
where thoy kept vigil in honor of Venus, to whom tho
month of April was dedicated, as being tho universal
generating and producing power. The poem seems to
have been composed with a view to its being sung by a
choir of maidens in their nocturnal rambles beneath the
soft light of an Italian moon. All the signs of spring
whisper of love, and the constant refrain comes in, Crus
amet, gui nunquam amavit; quigque anuivit, eras amet.

Students of peasant customs and mythology—above all,
Students of the Golden Hough will not be astonished at the
suggestion that the three nights of vigil may have some
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connection with the legend of Jesus being three days
nights in the heart of the earth.

Mr. Douce, in his Illustrations of Shakespeare,
that, during the reign of Elizabeth, the Puritans
considerable havoc among tho May7 games, by
preachings and invectives, and at length put MaypolI”
all to the rout; King James’s Book of Sports restored su™"
but by au ordinance of the lumog Parliamentin April
all Maypoles were taken down, and the games suppl g,
This, and the prohibition of Christmas festivities; ~
tributed largely to bring the Puritans into disrepute »
at the Restoration the Maypoles were restored, aC *
the most complained of licentiousness returned, as nx)
guessed from Herrick’s lines .—

Many a green-gown has been given ;
Many a kiss both odd and even ;
Many a glance, too, has been sent
From out the eye, lovo’'s firmament ;

Many a jest told of the key’s betraying
This wight, and locks picked ; yet wc'ro not a-M»)

obsenf

. g

The May festival is usually referred to the Floral!l® »
Romans, which commenced on April 27, and ended ~
first of May. The people decked themselves '\

and flowers, and licentious dancing went on in the e
But, in truth, festivals at the first risings of Pla ]idr
after the death of winter, and also when flowers oPc,0en
buds, arc natural everywhere and world wide- fr
nature assumes her bridal robes is a proper * j jfe
rejoicing. If Easter celebrates the resurrection iBi
from the underworld, Whitsuntide announces the ail
of the lloly Spirit of Love. The Pagan observai'’®
remaining in all Christian festivals sulliciently sh®
deeply rooted they were in nature worship.

The last Maypole in London was taken down ¢
It was set up in Wansted Park, Essex, as a SUPPO’ jesJ“
Isaac Newton’s large telescope. Pope thus perpet
remembrance—

Amidst the area wide thoy took their stand,
Whcro the tall Maypolo o’erlook’d tho Stran

“ The Mayings:” says. Struts, in his Sports YXH 6
1801, “ are in some sort yet kept up by the nin ,, ®
Lond¥n, Whogo Wbt §@Qkects with their garaln”
music, dancing.” But tho milkmaids gave P'aC” cloir"
chimney-sweeps, as Maid Marian had to Malkin» *
dressed in woman’s clothes; and even the &Z ,y> |
have almost entirely abandoned the festival. Q riliit
argely owed its title of “ Merric England” to its
of Paganism. Puritanism did much towards s J|[n*t
these out, but Puritanism has in tur
as effete as Paganism.

INGERSOLL ON SHAKESPEARE-

It Shakespeare knew one fact, he knew its kindred »"-.ed
neighbors. Looking ata coat of mail, lie instantly i« % "

the society, the conditions that produced it, and
turn produced He saw the castlo, tho moat, the W

bridge, the lady in the tower, and tho kmglw j tb

spurring across the plain. He saw tho bold barona

rude retainer, tho trampled serf, and all the gm

grief of feudal life. lie was a man of imaginélil
He lived the life of all.

He was a citizen of Athens in tho days of
istened to the eager cloquenco of the great on , «th

sat upon tho cliffs, and with the tragic poet |IC g

multitudinous laughter of the sea.’ " 0<¥T%*nml Kiiji
thrust the spear of question through the sin " p n'~r

of falsehood. Ho was present when tho

ﬂ*

“rci ® &8
hemlock, and met tho night of death, 1
meets morning.  lie listened to tho pr7*
sophers, and was unpuzzled by tho sophists- ‘*j ]G0
Phidias as ho chiselled shapeless stone to form n
awe. vest

He lived by tho mysterious Nile, amid $
monstrous. He knew the very thought that (reM ®
form and features of the Sphinx. Ho heart -{ten
non’s morning song when marble lips were s> i[](i ‘A
sun. He laid him down with the ombalme'
dead, and felt within their dust the expocta 1 7,ecb
life, mingled with cold and suffocatingdon'» h
born of long delay.
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Crsar 'Vicked thev weays §i ouginty ROOTE) and eaw g;reat
and mWth Ws le8ions In the field. He stood with vast
vit0ri0 °y Wrongs, and watched the triumphs given to
hosts  Us,men>followed by uncrowned kings, the captured
shout tW ad tho spoils of ruthless war. He heard the
the r,,i- sh°°k tho Coliseum’s roofless walls, when from
from '?S gladiator’s hand the short sword fell, while
IE i;S ?so,n gushed the stream of wasted life.
stentjpl tho life men. He trod the forest’s
Hatched )» ' and iu the desperate game of life or death he
So k,e"Sfought against the instinct of tho beast.
all wrtues and their

A
Awards. He wasvictim and vicGtor, 1 ra'ad L|J’ESéLsJeoi‘
outcast and king. He heard the api 1 nights and

theworld, and on his heart had fallo

roons of failure and success.

He knew theunspoken thoughts,
‘wunts and ways of beasts. He fe
M the terror of the ambushed prey, <

L%Iﬁd ﬁhgrf}adlnﬂ\}\?ltﬁcsfu gls Ib hetnt%uonlth
Uncoiling slowly in the heart of noon.

He rsa;\ beneath the po-tree’s contemplative shade,
drea”V 1l Huddha's mighty thought, and dreamed all
el a&vhnat light, the alchemist, has W{glght from dust

" and stored within the slumbrous poppy’s subtle

dumb desires, the
touching tiger’s
j wdh the eagles
and swoop,
barren rocks

...e knelt with awe and dread at every ,glorivoesolze

ered every sacrifice and every prayei , wor3hipped all
, hand the shuddering fear ; mocked . Oof eVery
~Ngods ; enjoyed all heavens, and felt the pangs

He lived all lives, and through his blood ~Nissoul,

f Hal.eppa, was lashed naked to the wild horse
,and love and hate. ou.,vesucare’s brain
V, "e imagination had a stage in - moril of
1, d.e°n were set all scenes that lie betw players
t’\tor and the night of tears, and where his piy
cH’tn tho Ise apd true, the pys and gnei ,
prom uanows an %he tragic deeps of universal life.
SUs ¢ Shakespeare’s brain there poured a Niagara; of
AnvrP?nned By fancy's seven-tined arch, He was as
W Videfi & ciouds arc many-formed, 1o p;
&u,,IOar in! im giving
[,,% of g—sowing was harvest—and waste ijtself tho
wealth. W'thm. his marvellous mind were the
*6“t past, the seeds of all to be. As adrop

owhgt HI thou
geHA - Hie image of the earth and sky, so all

i,'d{esPeare’ 'rrored forth in Shakespeare’s brain.
Pﬁ" é M‘{'ﬁ intellectual ocean, whose waves
T6cdes ,,l t  shores of thou |j¢; within which were sill

v ton ~waves gf destiny sl Will: over which swept
the e]r 's 0 late, ambition, and revenge; upon which

“Wnlight1 fu® Harkness of despair and death, and all
II'Yerted skv pf c?ntent and love; and within was the

f* ihteHectrli witd HIO eternal stars. Shakespeare was
a? wh;~ 4 °cean, towards which all rivers ran, and
tir dew W 0 isles and continents of thought receive

ailci r

UlD CHRIST RISE FROM THE DEAD?

H A THHLIC DISCUSSION.

th

Jj platfo@ndi"#ly fond of intellectual encounters upo.
de~fhhied \i Ic1l they are conducted by gentlemen,
\yjne>un0l‘ r. #oto last week to Kent, to listen to hi
til r°’n. © he above question, with tho Rev. A. 4
in- Was the first time that | had heard m
itani ahticin~, ~Sjdar set discussion ; the event was then
1*2'1 by lue with g™ai_interest; and, to b
Cs im™5 Yverk P¥r8 say that my anticipations, in som
~tio,” enso-tv r ? than realised. The local exciteme
b°wtst°f the had been the talk among i
hpotj 8u i “hborhood for weoks past; for a co

'Setiefu as an a subject as “ Did Christ Rise from tl
|h%5t0|t ‘dent new to the majoritx of thoso wl
>htsdny, place on the evenings of Wednosd,;

Oli- hefa3 nl 17 and IS P,.w;.. 11.11 wv..

D
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packed each night in every part, including platform and an
ante-room. Complete order was maintained throughout,
and it was manifest that all present desired to hear both
sides with patience and fairness. This is a striking indica-
tion of the progress of Freethought. Ten years ago Mr.
Foote, or any other Secular advocate, would not have been
listened to while boldly assailing orthodox pretensions.
In my judgment, two-thirds of the audience were in favor
of the Christian position, and one-third were Freethinkers
and Secularists. | have faced many audiences in my
time, but never more impartial ones than those at New
Brompton. Both gentlemen were warmly received and
enthusiastically applauded at the various points they made.
Mr. A. J. Waldron won respect from our party for his
earnestness and gentlemanly behavior; while Mr. Foote
—in addition to these qualities—by his dialectical skill
and his analytical reasoning, commanded the admiration of
many who were opposed to him. Major Scott Moncrieff
presided the first night, and | the second.

Personally, | did not regard the encounter as being a
great one. The cause of this was to me obvious. The rev.
gentleman was no match, intellectually, for Mr. Foote.
Debate is an art, and, in addition to a person having the
gift to master it, practice is required. Now, it appeared to
me that Mr. Waldron was deficient in each of these
requisites. He possesses, no doubt, many qualifications as
a speaker, and probably as a preacher he is above the
average; but as a philosophical debater he is not great.
He seemed not only to fail to grasp the nature of his
opponent’s arguments, but also to possess a very limited
supply of his own. Hence he too frequently resorted to
preaching, and to introducing matter that had nothing to
do with the question in debate. Of course, this at the
moment captivated the thoughtless believer; but it could
not convince the judicious inquirer.

The rev. gentleman’s contentions were practically three—
namely, (1) That Christ must have arisen, because St. Paul
and “others” saw him after he rose from the dead;
(2) that the New Testament records the event as a fact;
and (3) that the early Church was founded upon the belief
that the Resurrection really took place.

It will be seen, by those who understand the subject,
what an opportunity was here given to Mr. Foote to show
his debating power, and to expose the fallacies thus
expounded. And he was not slow to avail himself of the
chance thus given. A more crushing reply | have never
heard. He showed (1) The utter absence of any adequate
evidence that Christ rose from the dead. (2) That, if Paul
“saw” Jesus at all, it was subjectively, not objectively-
that is, while Paul was suffering from a sunstroke, or some
other mental derangement. (3) That no other writer in
the New Testament says, “ | saw the risen Christ”; it is
only alleged that “ he was seen,” but there is not a particle
of first-hand testimony. (4) That the documents which
rolato tho story of the Resurrection are so contradictory
that thoy would not be accepted as evidence in any court
of law. (5) That many sections of the early Church did
not believo in the Resurrection.

Upon all these points Mr. Foote dwelt with a precision
and force which must have greatly surprised some of tho
audionco who differed from him. His exposition and
exposd were couched in language so pertinent, and delivered
witli such force, that even Mr. Waldron referred more than
once to tho eloquence of his opponent. To mo it appears
marvellous how independent thinkers can believe in the
story of the resurrection of Christ; for, as Mr. Foote demon-
strated, the Christian version of the delusion is only a repro-
duction of older legends. We are not surprised, however,
that the multitude, who have been trained from their infancy
to regard tho myth as a fact, still cling to the error. It
would bo well if a verbatim report of what Mr. Foote said
upon this point could be published. It would be an “ eye-
oponer” to many of the faithful.

Thcro is no doubt that the debate will prove a great
advantage to tho cause of Freethought in New Brompton.
I noticed how elated tho Secular friends were at the result
of tho discussion, and how many congratulations Mr. Foote
received from them. Jam pleased to be able to sincerely

join in tho general verdict, that he did his work well.
J Charles Watts.

The human race, iu all countries, has become the prey of
the priests. D 'Holbach.



262

FREE WILL.

Now, what does the Bible teach 1 Does it endorse the
doctrine of the free will, or is it opposed to itl If the
Bible teaches anything, it is that man is the subject of an
eternal strife between God and the Devil, and whoever
happens to be the stronger wins the game, and poor,
suffering man has to put up with the consequences. If
Christ taught anything at all, he taught the doctrine of
predestination. He speaks of the elect, and compares
them with a fold of sheep which knows its shepherd’s
voice, and which cannot be taken from him. Again, “ None
can come to the Father but by me, and none can come to
me except the Father draw him.” What, | ask, if
Christians believe their own doctrine, has become of the
free will 2—Nil. But do the Christians really believe that
the will is the predominant power of the h uman min 1
Have you not heard them comment as follows, criticising
other people’s morality : “ 0, one can easily understand his
being a bad fellow, for | have known his father and grand-
father, and they were both like it”? Or: “ One can't
expect him to be better, for ho has never seen any good in
his home.” Or: “ Don’t expect too much of him, poor
fellow; the world has been against him.” I have
repeatedly heard these remarks from exponents of the
“ free-will” theory; nay, | have actually heard exclama-
tions of surprise at an isolated individual who has deviated
from the rule. Does not this show that they know better
than they will admit, and that the Christians are
practically Freethinkers, not knowing it in their ignorance 1
Further, why are the clerical shepherds so anxious to seize
hold of the children, and cram their religion down their
throats, while they are yet young 1 Is it not because the
cunning are Freethinkers, though they will not admit it 1
Is it not all admission of the truth of my argument that
atavism, education, and environment mould our character
and build up our lives 1

I am well aware that the champions of religion make a
laughing-stock of this view. The thief will say: “ I could
not help stealing the watch,” and the policeman replies :
“ 1 cannot help locking you up”; and the thief gets
punished for not helping his action, and so forth. These
ridiculous fools have not asconded high enough in the
scale of development to understand that it is not for the
sake of revenge and punishment that the criminal is
punished. They have still the brute-passion of revenge in
them, and cannot comprehend that the idea of punishment
is to reform and to deter from repetition of the act, thus
counteracting the causes which stimulate to crime. They
forget that society imposed responsibility upon its members
by submitting them to certain restrictions long before they
invented their God to give his ten commandments. If not,
why was it that Moses fled when he had Kkilled the
Egyptian 1 Was it not because ho knew that the law,
“ Thou shalt not kill,” was already in force ?

Responsibility between man and man we do not deny.
The feeling of this responsibility is heightened, and our
sympathy towards our fellow beings is intensified, in
proportion as we realise that what wo arc we have been
made through causes 1hich are too strong for the
individual, but which canHje counteracted by mutual aid
and combined effort. In proportion as he realises that
what we are we have been made by causes which we do not
know, so will man begin to investigate into the conditions
of his fellow men, be kind, generous, and ready to forgive his
brothers, and reach the weaker a helping hand. But what
we will not recognise is the responsibility to God. As the
chief duty lies with the parents towards their offspring,
so lies the duty with him towards us. He has called us
into being without consulting us. He has, if ho exists and
is all-powerful, made us as we are, created the causes and
circumstances which constitute our misfortunes and short-
comings. Consequently, he has no right to inflict eternal
suffering upon us for being as lie created us, and as an
all-good God he will not do so. Therefore, we say hell is
a cruel, malicious invention, a scarecrow invented by a
tyrannical clergy, imposed upon the ignorant in an age of
superstition, for the purpose of forcing them into mental

submission. ligally, when hell is gone, we have no use for
the Christ to save us from it, and Christianity is exploded.
Uj> to the present, mankind has worked out its own

salvation step by step.
without any

What it has gained it has gained
supernatural intervention. This is an
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established fact, which ought to bo an inducemell
self-reliance, and to refrain from cherishing any
illusions about any kind of superhuman assistance.

J. K. MNAAGAARR

ACID DROPS.

Mrs. Besant is home in London agai , and 's,fOl¥\ws
enlighten for darken) the world on the subject of Man® D
She will first have to satisfy the world that she "
squarely in regard to the Judge forgeries. Before sli ,9
for Australia she made it up with Judge, and accep”i
resolution of theTheosophical Society expressing P lif
that the matter had been finally settled. But durUb
absence Mr. Garrett published his crushing exposure” jif
Westminster Gazette, which gave Mrs. Besant to see . e
hushing-up game was no longer playable. According
finds it prudent to go upon the war-path again after «
blood. She informs the Chronicle interviewer that. j d
out of the four “sections,” into which the jianjudges
Theosophists in the world are divided, will vote for
expulsion.

. firh
Mre Begant doesw b want Sudge new. She did Alof
for he had a Mahatma in tow ; but she has since 1°, j§, &

of her own, and with that fine imagination " fi4
characteristic of mystery-mongers, she locates judg
acquaintance with him before she so much as Ipwe
Of course she adduces no corroborative evidence. N s
only her word for it; and, unfortunately, her
contradicted by the facts. ,
------ cO

“1 got my first absolute proof of the exi-WfjudSe
Mahatmas,” she says, “ in 1889, before 1 had met M« j h
at all. From 1889 onward | both saw the mastd
talked to me, taught me, and told me what was to
By him 1was forewarned of Mr. Bradlaugh's deal ™ e
occurring somewhat suddenly, would otherwise n
to me as a great shock.”

— body 9
It is easy enough to talk in this fashion. ~'F'r I_-ref"'jl
beforehand.” Unless it is said beforehand, the 8, forl
is incapable of proof or disproof. It isonly am
the oltl confidence trick.

We never saw a Mahatma, and no Mahatm z;dggw ,
Bradlaugh was going to die. Y&t we kiew it.”
broken man before he went to India, be presume
strength when he returned, and it required 1 oul.-
normal” wisdom to see that he would in all DMjjy
succumb to the next attack of his malady, j'sPf jjjs
happened in the depth of the winter, do
as “sudden” is an abuse of the English lang
abuse of something still more universal. 1<
Mrs. Besant did not know a Mahatma in 1_882},0'“4)_'&
we assume that she is mistaken ; otherwise we Jjerqpﬁ il
to say that she was juggling when she deliver® on
address at the London Hall of Science in y
occasion she said nothing about knowing a M» * dB® uy
declared that, since Madame Blavatskys de~"~e »

received “ letters in the same « KUO Tk
parsom.  Nay, more,. she saicth that ber e~ /
Mahatmas had been secondhand during Madao i

life ; but, she added, “ it is not so now, and It'eXClui

so for many months."” This chronology quit« 'ggo.
personal acquaintance with a MahatmamUL .jJ feD
matter of fact, she did not leave the Nat ig

Society until Bradlaugh resigned the preside« j

Mrs. Besant played thoso mysterious

(“on my honor as a lady”)for all they "T1 of y%xtw

announcement about them was the sensati AL

Since then she has had to admit—under pres.  ries>

letters she trumpeted in this stylo were “ Mta>

now she says that her reference to them '

incidental.” ) ml sl
J. WAlllip

The High Priestess of Theosophy doesi®1 gbe
has lieen in Devachan for a fresh incarnatm ,j.Wu? ip Jj

of mew avetdrs on this Side of the teHbe ' t, . Sr-
out the old drama, she has started a rm" 131" X
empty benches. First, she played Mao* forg®0
her Mahatmas; then she played Judg”' Oflie*.
letters ; and now sho is playing a Malm tjie J
has taken her just four years to appropn
mantle. _ Wt

------ char%tf>'

Mrs. Besant will never equal that cEVINtill,
has not the necessary gifts ior the part.
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likeUhcflIPf°8ress as can be expected ; and there is every
dregs 'GJ°* 1er drinking the cup of imposture to the very

ﬂ’%ogeql-months back tiie Australian press teemed with
hd ij- #c ,and Spiritualistic rubbish. Mrs. Besant, who
follow] . despised and hated most bitterly while she

--W u uiuu uociui wuico ui mu, waoinnv [jiaaacu
e arrio 1+@d before the public es an Eighth Wonder of
iierseif”é? o >7-other reapsom than that she had made
parent ilesljectable by allying herself with a most trans-
as0Ur r.u, JuB—and humbug is the only respectable thing,
ilellonC at*ers know. She gave her sanction to one of Mrs.
‘baler in°ben. tricks, in SKdney; and a little later that
t'-° i,as,*t20°ks was most thoroughly exposed. A month or
herself \S 7 and Mrs. Besant was compelled to exposo
skiked'ev . bifonn the world that the stuff she had
& Of i ®ything upon, stuffshe had been as confident of
Vosonff'.f °Wh "“~tence, was—whatl forgery! Still
“not lulsts and Spiritualists, like Adam and Eve, are
i°rthy ofl0l n" htiey brazen it out with a boldness
VstsVAVtholic priest or a Salvationist. And the
Saintsami !) i atmas, like God and Christ, and the other
wbeinni,, !ljgbears, decline to come to the rescue ! Thisis
VrdieVnV dof them. And it must lie admitted that
S k) leavn lalle Koot Hoomi ” are anything but gentlemen

their lady friends in the lurch.—Liberator.

isn V , harrar has had a plum from Lord Rosebery.
>eai .'VIted ®eau of Canterbury. “In my Father's

them, . “mansions.” Dr. Farrar is on the road to one
as a Bishop.

~ih lewnM, [4aSTinade @ lot of money by supplementing

have >tvil@. ¥™é>hil(l John. His Life of Christ is saia

ftcarint ,, ousht him over £2,000. Lueky Man Judas

husin,c’ i'be cashier of the J. C. company, sold the entire
E31Bs. TIHR:fR's thore memey th it ibw.

bam? blowing answer is said childhood of
~uVidge Examiner : “ We know little ~ Archdeacon
barra » "dla*knowledge we have we derivo

\v&. meiry May Meetings, the on, and

1 Lo UERMOES Bs DRIt i HHE g 200 3% nadeo gins.
i @R AIEE oHHIRY, and all

] he religious societies
n0o:Un tim vy tor .crying out for funds, even while they

Omitrah. condition of London rivals that of Sodom gng

.V

tor tin.11 at St. Martin’s Town Hall more than

... kers Of *‘very small meeting of old ladies and young
iet. ((,i,f yristian Evidence Society. The report
I(<<c&r'1trhl?strat|onforc%tgesponlggr%(‘ae, interviews
S inatians, etc.”
:A"fscollﬁgé dEel We fancy the interviews
ytjjlev most trying, imt\eporta

A!ghié" AR PRI IRNi M BRTRHeE A" Fefbgni&aBle sceptic-
r-nep

S invest,,,ys 1 iho very heavy losses and deprecia
ke, A Di'ysif,iQifl ti'9 general tendency to give to tin
iitY cssadi ities, and tellarge multiplication of
S J-Jr%ir?af%‘,jjéllﬁsglm?lﬁvre'nt kinds, will account for tin
id Ic knew , ainiost all religious societies.” r
<E dik’hablv i ,at return they get for their money, there
_;ﬁ;‘v,v kug F(\e/\é !(u&'gp\es aﬁlttﬁ?/f%]r? i:ar\tlﬁvgs'ti]y(l) %l"&a{’me
I \I?2miaintain a Clmstian spirft and Heavitdsort
Ty BAOOE SERHORS LIRS what sort o

utf ktunt fpffh Church of Ireland has sat upon tho ey,
iBkedty © the a itonegore, for having taughtdoctnipes

V . I,;]DIJ( iur. ) .
Yt beervv,antaOn- Thrée> hdabthred years a\ng' ;'é”\]/\t/ogﬁtj
r'vards. JUmt iirst, and allowed timo for lecantation

i.hiL

. Cad .
-m-i -r-gRose y,,Stanton, the veteran associate o
tk”~ew”he fiftvin t le advocacy of woman’s rights, says
V k W years -inee 1went before the Legifllatllri

mtee d t i S °the rigiffs of women, 1 have seen th-i
God ft. ‘'vas that women Kdievo them, ehe
Ity is | “at they were the origin of sin, and tligj

enrse, marriage a condition of slavery.
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These ideas are Bible sanctioned. Mrs. Stanton thought a
remedy might be found in a revision of the Bible.

Had Mrs. Stanton tackled this business'dierself, giving
her own comments on passages of the Bible affecting women,
the probability is her work would have been a real instru-
ment of woman’s emancipation. But she formed acommittee,
associating with herself such persons as the Rev. Olympia
Brown, Rev. Phoebe Hanaford, Mrs. Lord, Frances Ellen
Burr, and Lady Somerset. The result appears mainly to be
that these ladies revise the Bible to say what they wish it
to say. They point to the first chapter of Genesis as showing
the equal creation of man and woman, while dismissing the
rib story in.the second chapter as contradictory and
belittling the story of the first chapter. On the third
chapter they point out “ the worthy ambition of the first
woman for knowledge.” Altogether the woman'’s revision of
the Bible is likely to he a curiosity.

The inhabitants of Rockford, Illinois, are still concerned
about Christ Scliweinfurth, who is said to have over forty
young women in his “Heaven” adjacent to their city.
These “ handmaidens of the Lord,” as Christ Schweinfurth
calls them, are said to occasionally have children by the
Holy Ghost, for the followers of Schweinfurth hold that the
age of miracles is not past, the arm of the Lord is not
shortened, neither is his power less than in the days of the
Apostles.

A new Messiah, or rather a new deity, has arisen in
America. Of course the new deity is feminine; Mrs. Eddy
is her name. She is said to be amanifestation of the feminine
deity, the only begotten daughter of the bi-sexual He-She.
It is said that the Christian scientists have put up for her
a church in Boston, having stained-glass windows with
portraits of the lady with a halo, and representing her in
conversation with God.

Matthew Arnold said : “ There is nothing one would more
desire for a person or a document one greatly values
than to make them independent of miracles.” In pursuance
of this idea, “advanced” men of God talk much of the
natural foundations of Christianity. They either discard
or slur over the miraculous, evidently thinking their faith
will float moro buoyantly were the supernatural element
thrown overboard. But to do this consistently, it must be
done wholesale. If, for instanco, the temptation by the
devil and perching on tho pinnacle of the temple is only an
allegory, may not the resurrection he an allegoryl Tho
Gospels without the miraculous would be more Darren than
the play of Hamlet with the character of the Prince of
Denmark omitted.

The story of Saul and his seance with tho witch of Endor
has often been cited as confirmatory of Spiritism. But R.
Phillips, writing in the Spiritist Two Worlds, rejects it as
unhistorical. lie says : “ Now, we do not believe that the
spirit world is a subterranean one, or that the departed
exist in a state of drowsy oblivion. The very opposite is
the truth, and, so far from regarding intercourse with us as
an operation which disturbs and annoys them, our spirit
friends unanimously tell us that it is one of their greatest
pleasures, and we have no reason to doubt it.”

If the greatest pleasuro of the spirit world is to turn
earthly tables and play the banjo in dark cabinets, all we
can say is that we sympathise with the ghost of Samuel,
who asked, “ Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me up F
'Pile poor old prophet had been buried at Ramah, forty miles
distant, and was calmly snoozing in Sheol when the witch
trotted him out to meet Saul. Ho did not like it,
though his visitor was a king. Yet the Spiritists want us
to credit that tho greatest pleasure of the defunct Shake-
speare is to come hack and talk through a medium to John
Snooks! _

American cities have been deluged with tracts with such
taking titles as “ Flee from the Wrath to Come,” “ The
Terrors of an Endless Hell,” “ The Misery of the Damned,”
“Tho Eternity of Punishment,” “ A Lost Soul,” “Do \ou
Love Jesus I' and so on. “ These tracts,” says the Progressive
Thinker, “ were bought in immense quantities by religious
fanatics, and were freely distributed among the people, with
the avowed purposo to save poor, lost souls from endless woe.
A recent trial at law in Now York court has taken us behind
the curtains. A party testified tliat he made a fortune in
the manufacture and sale of these frightful tracts ; that he
engaged with another party in a speculative project pur-
chasing whiskey ; that liis partner had diverted a portion of
the money from its intended use ; and that the action was
brought to right the grievance.” The union of hell-rire with
tho whiskey business has occasioned much comment; but,
after all, it is a natural affinity.

Professor Flinders Petrie, ou taking the honoraiy degree
of LL.D. at Edinburgh, told of a new race he had
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discovered as living in Egypt, thirty miles North of Thebes,
on the western side of the Nile. They had a custom of
cutting off the head at burial. The race knew and
venerated the dog. He believed the race existed 3000 b.c.,
or before the time of Noah's deluge, which evidently did not
affect Egypt.

Max O’'Rell says that in France there are many men who
can swear and many who can sing hymns ; but the Anglo-
Saxon seems to have developed a capacity for doing both.

The Rev. George W. West, of the Episcopal Church of
Manville, Rhode Island, has been forced to resign. This is
not a case of heresy, for Mr. West is said to have an
excellent reputation as a preacher and worker ; but he was
too fond of whist, tennis, and tobacco to please the
candidates for white shirts, wings, and golden harps and
crowns. The Chicago Tribune says this West case reminds
it of the more pronounced weakness of the Kansas preacher,
who was forced to resign because, while he was a strong
exhorter, an eloquent preacher, and a man of great gifts in

prayer, he was “ apt to be quarrelsome when He was
drunk !
William Purkis, a Truro “ Court Hairdresser,” who was

superintendent of the Congregational Church Sunday-school,
has been arrested for selling bicycles, which he had never
paid for, at less than cost price.

In Oklahoma there is a town called Tipperusalem. One
founder wanted it called “ Jerusalem, and the other
“ Tipperary,” and in order to avoid a row they compromised.

It is recorded that, once upon a time, the parish minister
of Lochnaben prayed for the Town Council, “ such as they
are.” Last Sunday another minister, preaching in the same
place upon Peter's denial of Christ, said : “ He cursed and
swore just like one of your Commissioners.” That is bringing
the Gospels up to date.

The clergyman at Barrow-on-Soar will not officiate at the
new cemetery because it has not been consecrated, and the
Home Secretary also will not permit its being simply
dedicated. The consecration is only a pretext for getting
more clerical fees. Can any superstition be more foolish
than that of fancying that the earth in which one is buried
needs holy water or prayers ?

A Wesleyan trustee writes to the Times urging that
Wesleyans should oppose the disestablishment of the Welsh
Church, because otherwise the principle of secular applica-
tion may some day be applied to Wesleyan trust property,
which, he shows, is often hold as a public charitable trust.

The Opium Commission has at last issued its report, which
quite goes against the missionary view of the drug. The
Commissioners say thatit is considered the common domestic
medicine of the people of India ; that, taken in moderation,
it is not attended with ill eIFects and that excess is ex-
ceptional.

The Girls’ Friendly Society is a'philanthropic institution,
receiving subscriptions from all quarters; but it appears that
Nonconformists are debarred from all share in tne manage-
ment. If run on sectarian lines, it should appeal for support
only to those in the Church of England.

The bubonic plague at Hong Kong has been followed by a
similar or worse outbreak at the Portuguese settlement in
Macao. Truly, the tender mercies of the Lord are manifold.

A Russian journal reports that the town of Kutschan, in
Khorasan, has been swallowed up by an earthquake. It is
said that, at a second shock, the already shattered town
disappeared into an immense chasm in the earth. The

number of victims of this visitation of God must be many
thousands.

Further shocks of earthquake in Central Europe killed a
good number, and drove many fairly out of their minds. At
Laibach more than 20,000 persons camped out. There was
a severe frost, and tip; women and children suffered greatly
from the cold. Any human person guilty of such wanton
destruction and cruelty would be considered a monster

unfit to live. Yet we are told to credit everything to an all-
good God.

An Ohio preacher said, “ Chicago is the nearest approach
to hell we have upon this earth.” Ho got a call from the

pork city at a larger salary, and made Haste to go to the
terrestrial Slieol.

The Archbishop of Paris lias given the blessing of the
Church upon the French invasion of Madagascar. Ho says
the mission of France is thatof Christianity and civilisation.
Probably some of his hearers do not know that the llovas,
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against whom the expedition is directed, are much W
Christians than the majority of Frenchmen are.

Is fetishism extinct in the Church of England 1 8P
people see distinct traces of fetishism in the rite ot
Communion. Idolatry isyet more evident in the “Ad°r*..jc
of the Cross,” which was performed at various Bitu»l,,
churches on Good Friday. At St. Margaret's, Ana
Liverpool, there was a procession of the cross. The Iff
sung was the Christian version of the old phallikon

Faithful Cross ! above all other
One and only noble Troo !

Nono in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit thy peers may bo.

Sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.

The physicians of a new hospital erected in_Ih'ulS'Jjie
are said to have been much vexed by the Minister o~
Interior, a very High Churchman, having ordered ~
religious mottoes should be painted on the walls. 1b
that patients who see such mottoes constantly before
are easily excited, and their cure is hindered. . i
had such mottoes banished at least from the operation’
Fancy sick people being greeted with “ Prepare t0
God,” or “ Where will you spend Eternity 7

Religion crystallises even commendable principles
narrow and irrational form. Thus Dr. Hendley say wdii
Jains of the strictest kind will not even drink wate ~~
the spring, because it contains life, but use that w*n g§nd
been drawn by other people from the wells, as the ~dr
destroying life then falls on the latter instead of  OthaS
selves. The idea of passing on sins and disorders to
is common to all Hindus.

Dr. F. Peake, the secretary of the Lord’s Day
»Society, has been going out of his way, or perhaps si . "3¢
is in his way, in urging people to write to Ineljicutidb
Parliament in opposition to the Religious 110* oD tke
Abolition Bill, which is set down for second readme
2Gth instant.
bx@
The first day of April was appropriately chosen “pf»
Rev. Jacob Primmer, the Dunfermline anti-Ro®dl gdtrk
pliet, for a visit to the Vatican. He did not see ,~noUlii
Woman, but her influence was there ; for while d(i
“aglaring imposturo” placarded on the wall of ,Merg
tine Prison, which says that Paul was immured jjou'l
feet slipped, and he fell headlong into the dun”eon.”

MW DAoL Alaoo . L VU0 Gl e

md akr/
unbelief, and will henceforth hold up the
Romanist as a warning to sceptics. he Aberdeen K r[D
Express, which tells the tale with wicked glee» s'VOf I»(lJL
sooner that Jacob scuttles beyond the precinct wo
d it h f ml the bett d
an |s?p erFo mlluenco e be er&natheOE 1

UAO CWI=J—tv

ltaibie Nicol Jarvie regakding his Kialar’ kinsfolk»
buits might be foo o’ boilin’ bet parritch ere no
foot in such a ------ country.’”

Jngd

There have been a lot of disturbances 2l the
meetings this Easter. The laity are not so W&es {X}j
the men of God as in days of yon». In ~iigli-h”wijti
objected to their ritualism; in others to cl“
proceedings in other directions; and at the & . $r8*/
of Ogley Hay, Brownhills, they passed a reso vjcy y®
mously protesting against the attitude of P uld =t
Rev. S. F. Arrowsmith) in stifling discussm \ coHfo
“ against the un-Christianlike and uugentlem poOle, uy

shown by him at the funeral of the late Mr. < ~ I»
had resided in the parish for thirty years, an
respected.” rn

Mr. A E Fletcher, who retired from the editors of %
mLv Dully (jhr™ide, and is seeking the SpL"it i ritd]
rirJf? of Greenock, says he wants Goverum”~~"Aj

°n , P accordance with the Ton Com/» »
; the doctrines of the Sermon on the Mount- Qo'ffu
S A t{?ls If lle were an Anarchist, desiring ?°cert»P,.
Zaul a-,a 'f°r tho- doctrinos he esteems would

tmfo« i10 L. minimum. Army and navy,
trates, and policemen would bo abollshed and,

gone, people might find out thoy could even
pense with members of Parliament.

ti-

»"*5

Talking about religious folks, wo arc rcm:I:L’I.
drill,” which is supposed to be a very ché?gﬂ’d %f ﬂ&
form of devotional exercise, much appr 1&
of the Salvation Army, has led to the supi . ulal 11\
Army in Toulon, the Sub-Prefect of that parl,, w
town having issued an order in which he s > ,.0cof a &
arg manifestations of a religion which is findm w
thej State. Perhaps the “ General £ (:3pc
commonplace and sensible description of 1
of religious evolution.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

U, » April 28, Victoria Hall, Toward-road, Sunderland :
£ e Shado - ofg the Sword”; 3, “ Was Shakespeare a
"7 “"The Philosophy of Secularism.”

Shenft-Y’ APril 30, Athenaeum, Godolphin-road, Goldhawk-road,
1°erd s Bush, W. : 8.30, “ How tho Bible Stands Now.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mu

r
L°nécﬂ"h$\Watt§‘§ Engagements.— April 28, Hall of Science,
»ithD'r. May 5, Glasgow; 6, 7, 8, and 9, debate at Glasgow

Jamieson; 12, Dundee; 1«. n v s eo'bl’dzge '\égﬂt
Chester,—All communications for - , aqqrcsscd envelope
M ?m (ifa rcpiyn}s requ?red, a Btompodand a9 g w. P

caust bo enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, B = roocats his offer to
A' Fiioadbent, 9 Peter-street, Manchester, I prulhinHr.

send vegetarian_ recipes_ free to any roa e

G Le\\//eetttt. [Hranks for your batches of cuttings.
Wisuf.r N

='csponsitir?'

test in

».8.8.

closed HExocutiv'e

LN account.

of any deficit arising from his School Board con-
which was undertaken at tho desire of tho
He has just paid the balanco of £11 and

Pjcasant”o'j'm'T~aabs f°r your encouraging letter. It is
«eir hearts f'" n Huddersfield friends keep a warm place in

AfSrequentIy °r N r' Foote, who wishes ho could visit them more
S g

blackbnrifrEN? Fund.—Miss E. M. Vanco acknowledges:

'V- Ceogq v ranch’ 3s. 6d.
fr-BrRanAj i Y " 'suggestion shall bo considered.
i' RYRS - 1% - OUr Hiend is about right.

'uBRsoll At ** Onou”fr H all assist to tho oxtent of their power.
repiy to anyM E?R*  Colonel Ingersoll is under no obligation to
‘ag ngglii;e&vt@[g%gggw ERFistiaR Whe likes t:m atbmek him. He
and cardlhapiMnhit. Black, Dr. Field, Talmage, Mr. Gladstone,
,, N nodoubt- f annutg. Ho has not replied to Father Lambert,
VAGORRAYYT Far Rl g00drToRSONS: voobo did mention
'? Murray.—ThanKs for your letter. - r- with you, and sau

nutter to your Committee when n ¢ nominated ncx
V\g'ccewas no time to lose. If Nottingham:* 1 behalf,

eaua%shall fool bound to use our inlluonco u Lo bo

Simon« Glad to soo tho Kingsland open-.
tfitpQOL A
of 1ST—Wo

value your appreciation of our treat-
'ld/f\i—'iedeey_.n ‘\"I'nlpti attack on Bradlaugh.
v -..-(1) Wo did not preserve tho»rej> ~ 356 BARS CANENE
®¥ck tlio references. Of course we - , was certainly
werend gentleman an injustice. (-> The story ot
“an upon the Christian religion for 2>0 year = monstrous mass
nristian persecutions is, for the mo» |- roa\iy happono >
falsehood. | (3 he sa e act of Nor b persecution
7 &L'shpeska (8 VPA J P

ome. ere was no genera
Vv nistians at that timo, as Gibbon cleai y uordor.

Ho wl"
E°-~Send the Froothought literature to m -~

tho cutting.

? to its judicio istribution. n ans\vor to O
pdad to 'hséa+uy:)|.'1 Lvjvsilf“s,senI uw at you S\
( appeal. ., bbn your

Freethinker.—Pleased to hoar "™
v emancipation. Wo do not know
cethinkdrsl @Abugh at Worcester to

.na'ﬁ;rg BMoester Socular bocioty does
EOPARICR ! Of coure wo should gladly insort it. Any
o .N.S.o can attend tho Bristol Conference, sitting behind
“ociety’d ers, and takii ne paré te discussing the
N’%'tly« Mﬁ@%‘? Wﬁy not jol?‘r?boforgtlion i :
Ut SEoUdIsBRitoN iorx hliald—tigmary Digest- > jon

,Man Tinm ~ilaoa'Poranco Advocate—Darwon Nows—
wiamrL,bocator-_iz ~ihoxty— L ucifer—Nya Siinningar —Open
AR . Iﬁoyﬁ{1 Corrwal I1uddersliold Daily

ulyliothor there aro
and maintain a
t send us a

- «vivi) i>aiietin—Norti
wr the Editor of tho Freethinker

“cuecutter-stroot, London, E.C.

ossip.
should bo addressed to

1190 hall ofl\ﬁcience.

wEether | shall ho able to raise tho £00
se 0r) Upon” tudgbish Mr. R. 0. Smith’s mortgage (a
ved it will 'U joutlOn Hall of Science ; but if 1Ho no
frf& "UeS~~.fauU -
.do Saix* hie rleiiis, and those who mean to licl
n |

1Ucs(lay.
‘vith Will bo lost. Not a sing]
frfUst!11- binili,1 unless wo are in a position fo setti
*ptciSev' H we have to say to him : “ Well

)
Ur rights as mortgagee "—every pefiny c
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share-application money, and every penny of donation, will
be returned.

Applications have been received, either by the National
Secular Hall Society’s secretary or by myself, for about
120 fresh shares. | cannot print a complete list of these
applications. The best plan is to give a few items from
the correspondence.

Mr. Samuel Seal sends me a cheque for £30 for as many
shares, which is a sufficient pledge of his sympathy. |
know some other Freethinkers who could easily spare as
much. Will they send it 1

Mr. William Clarkson sends me a cheque for £15 ; £10
for as many shares in his own name, and £5 as a donation.
“ The necessity of having headquarters,” he says, “ must be
apparent to every member of the Secular Society.” This
gentleman lives in Scotland, and his example should
stimulate the Londoners, who have hardly done their duty
in this matter.

Mr. C. J. Pottage, who is a Londoner, sends me £5 for
five shares in my own name.

G. R., another Londoner, who was such a good friend of
our cause in the old Bradlaugh days, sends £2 as a
donation, and writes : “ 1 hope you will soon be able to
collect the necessary amount for such a very important
object.”

A sailor on board a steamship, just about to sail, having
seen our appeal, sends a donation of 10s. before leaving old
England’s shores. He thinks that if the Secularists are in
earnest about the honor of Charles Bradlaugh they will
find the money for a splendid memorial in London.

A Cheltenham friend applies for a share in token of “ my
esteem for you and our late leader.”

A Torquay friend applies for four shares, and wishes he
could take more. He is in a priest-ridden place, but he is
glad to help Freethought where it has a better chance.

Mr. W. H. Spivey, of Huddersfield, thinks the party
ought to seize this opportunity. He applies for two new
shares, and says that other Huddersfield friends will do
something. He wants to know why every Freethinker
cannot take at least one share. We should then have
splendid headquarters in the metropolis.

Mr. J. Partridge, secretary of the Birmingham Branch,
applies for four more shares ; another friend will apply for
five, and the members are to see what can be done at their
meeting on Thursday (April 25).

Mr. C. Heaton, a working man at Woodville, Burton-on-
Trcnt, applies for one share, and calls upon five hundred
working men to do the same “ as a proof of gratitude to
Charles Bradlaugh and our present leader.”

Mr. John Hughes, whose donation of £1 was the first
received, trusts that “ one thousand others will do like-
wise.”

Mr. G. F. Wenborn, a Londoner, Likes five shares, and
says he will Like twenty, or even a hundred.

The donations | have to acknowledge are as follows:
G. W. Foote, £5 ; C.J. PotLige, £5 ; G. R., £2; J. Hayes,
Is.; John Hughes, £1 ; W. O. Hawes, £2; J. Bevins, 5s.;
John and James McGlashan, £2; Isolated Freethinker, Is.;
T. Il. Elwen, £1 ; Old Shellback, 10s.; William Clarkson,
£5.

I have now to make a final appeal. Those who can Like
shares', oven if thoy cannot pay up at once, should do so
immediately. Those who prefer to send donations, to be
invested in shares in the name of the N.S.S., or in that of
any person they indicate, should send their cheques or
postal orders without a moment's delay. Those who
prefer to make a promise, on condition that the attempt is
successful, are invited to communicate with me. Even
the “ rank and file "—and there aro thousands of them—
might bestir themselves. Every one who reads this should
decido at once what he can afford to give, however small
the sum may be, even if only a shilling; then he (or she)
should go to tho post-office, obLiin an order for the amount,
and forward it to me. | will acknowledge every penny in
next week’s Freethinker. G. W. FOOTE.

"1lie Buffalo Express gives the following as the subjects of
Sunday pulpit discourses in that city : “ Is the Trilby Craze
Hying Out 7’ ; “ Fitzsimmons v. Corbett;” “ How the Parson
Spends his Vocation;” “Should our Daughters Marry
Foreign Noblemen?'; and “ High Sleeves and Theatre
Hats.” It wants to know if the Gospel and the old scheme
of salvation have clean gone out of fashion.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

Me. Foote's morning and afternoon audiences at Glasgow on
Sunday were (for him) only fair; partly, perhaps, owing to
the number of friends who were finishing a holiday at the
seaside. In the evening, however, the hall was crowded,
many persons even standing in the lower passages. The
third lecture was much applauded. Mr. Gilmour, who was
in the chair, strongly invited discussion, but no one
responded to the invitation. *“ General” Evans, late of the
Salvation Army, but now on his own account, was present
in the afternoon taking notes, but he did not raise any
opposition. A collection was taken for the N.S.S. General
Fund.

The Glasgow Branch, we are glad to hear, is stronger
than ever in its membership. This is very gratifying and
encouraging after such a long spell of hard weather and
commercial adversity. .,

Mr. Gilmour will be known to the N.S.S. delegates and
members who attended the Newcastle and Hanley Con-
ferences. We are much pleased to hear that he thinks of
travelling south in July or August. Ho will have three or
four Sundays to spare, which should be greedily snapped
up by Branches between Glasgow and London. We shall
see, if he does come south, that our London friends have an
opportunity of hearing him. Mr. Gilmour is a man of high
ability and many accomplishments; he is also a capital
speaker.

Mr. Foote lectures at Sunderland again to-day (April 28).
Since his previous visit the proprietors and lessees of halls
have been more or less intimidated by the bigots. One
refused to let unless the police guaranteed the lectures as
“ all right.” Even the lessee of the hall which is engaged
stipulated for the mildest subjects. The Victoria Hall is
the largest in Sunderland, seating about 4,000 people. Itis
to be hoped that every local Freethinker will do his best to
secure large meetings.

On Tuesday evening (April 30) Mr. Foote lectures for the
West London Branch in the Athenaeum, Godolphin-road,
Shepherd’'s Bush, on “ How the Bible Stands Now.’
Complimentary tickets have been sent to many of the local
clergy. _

Last Sunday morning Mr. Charles Watts lectured, to a
crowded audience, for the Walworth Liberal and Radical
Club, taking for his subject “The French Revolution.”
Mr. W. M. Thompson, L.C.C., editor of liei/noldis Newspaper,
presided. Several questions were asked and answered at
the close of the lecture, and a hearty vote of thanks was
given to the lecturer.

In the evening Mr. Watts had a capital audience at the
Hall of Science. Mr. Rowney, as usual, made an excellent
chairman. Unfortunately, soon after Mr. Watts's arrival
at the Hall he was suddenly seized with a most severe
attack of cramp in his left leg. He had, in consequence, to
abbreviate his lecture to three-quarters of an hour. The
audience deeply sympathised with him, and two medical
gentlemen present rendered valuable aid. It is the first
attack of the kind our colleague has had, and we hope it
will be the last. We are glad to report his entire recovery.

This Sunday evening (April 28) Mr. Watts will again
occupy the platform at tls Hall of Science, taking for his
subject “ Man and the Cniverse, from a Christian and
Secular Standpoint.”

Mr.-S. P. Putnam’s engagements are completed for his
Sunday evening lectures during his coming visit to this
country. There are, however, several week-nights for which
arrangements can be made for a visit from him. Applica-
tions should be made at once to Mr. Charles Watts for
vacant dates. In all cases a stamped and directed envelope
must be enclosed for a reply.

“ Nunquam” devotes another pretty column to the
Methodist Times, which started the rumor that the editor of
the Clarion had been captured by the High Church party.
After some excellent chaff, Mr. Blatchford says frankly:
“ My religion is the religion of humanity. God has never
revealed iiimself to me. Perhaps because | am too small
for his notice ; perhaps because ho is too great for my
understanding.” _

“ Nunquam ” says he doesn’'t know the difference between
High Church and Low Church. He doesn’'t even know
what Evangelical Christianity is. “ Because,” he adds, “ |
never thought it worth while to inquire.” His conclusion is
as follows : “ Let the Methodist Times go on its way rejoicing;
the Clarion is not to be caught with chaff.”
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The Nya Sanniwjar, the new organ
Freethinkers, presents a very creditable appearance,
shows its decided character by reproducing a nuinlej”®
sketches from the French Comic Bible. Petrus Asplut
the editor, and we wish him all success in his venture.

Mr. Symes, noticing the Literary World review of
book on Voltaire, says: “ Could we have better sign?1j.
proofs that Secularism, as the antithesis of Christianity”™
gaining the ascendancy than these two facts—namely, L ,
our universities are adopting the very views which »on0
and Paine promulgated, and that these two men are J
honored by Christians, after the churches haveﬂ%ﬁlgp
upon them unlimited and horrible abuse for more id
hundred years? $o bitterly and teriidly-wereV?

Paine abused, in my hearing, by parsons, by Sunday#
bosses, by pious tract writers and others, in my earlyll.j
that 1 felt a perfect horror of them; and long n
became un-Christianised | found it impossible to que ei,
old prejudice against those good and most useful”
Now we find Christians speaking in decent terms ot "
and oven hinting at an admiration for them which tnJ »
hardly venture to express just yet. To me nothing c
more encouraging than these facts, for they show tim »~
of modern thought and sentiment to bo directly away”]j
Christianity, and in favor of the forces which have rei
that superstition effete.”

| .ig of

Secular Thought, of Toronto, devotes nearly the wh ,ici
its issue of April 6 to the Manitoba School Question, ™ [t
is creating great excitement throughout the Donnnio w»
is felt that if the Catholics carry their point and <0'il]iy F
Manitobans to support their schools, they will vn,Quclagh
masters of Canada. It is likely, however, that them uQ).
will give an impetus in the direction of secular ¢() . ,jeS0»
Messrs. Ellis, Adams, it Pringle have very good »rdt
the subiject.

In Scranton, Pennsylvania, Judge Gunster deemB _ji
Bible reading and exposition in the public schools
contravention of the law of the State.

Mr. Forder will lecture at Camberwell on Sunday ° s hje
the lecture arranged for having fallen through. RIS
will be “ Science and Christianity.”

The secretary of the Wood Green Branch asks ~
announce that they begin their course of "‘9@'66‘%
lectures on Thursday, May 2. Mr. Cohen is y*.,coiO
speaker, and as this is his first lecture after his » 'Mgtiid
the north, we hope he will be well supported. Thes Of 12
does not inform us of the exact time and 1 .2ct wW
meetings, Mk we presumie SR in e distriet WiU

fit

The Finsbury Park Branch will hold a meeting ~
Mildmay-park, N., on Sunday, at 3 p.m., when nlll atteM
the Conference Agenda will bo considered. A 1Im
ance of members is particularly requested.

Kingsland Freethinkers ire requested to um@4 o0p, }
Davey’s, 21 Castle-street, to-dlay (Xywil 28) at ,
A i»

Citizenship.”
rk [O-

The Edmonton Branch begins open-air .)Mipltuf0oJ

(April 28) at 7 o’clock, when Mr. James wn el O

“ Still 1t Moves.” Local Freethinkers should

support the speaker. _ M
Cau>">

Mr. A. B. Moss, who is a member of the now

Vestry, was actually proposed, as a churchwards e aj
and ministers of grace Befend us | "The cRIFYUIL ¢
Board were smitten with amazemerit: Thel® " rt
humorous speechifying, in whi6A M#: Mess togk P. bit
said he felt quite qualified for that h}g{w thal’
the whole he would rather not stand, r. Moss,

is not a churchwarden. MG

Mr. C. Cohen completes Hi§ MOALRA'S Missigh»01 Widirit

on-Tyne to-day (April 28). We_hope the Jocal 1.

will rally round him in strong G%’orce on thlg HEEBU watS
the evening lecture he will address the Brandl

a matter of great importance to them. v A

'‘Phe Gomimittee K the West Haih Rublic 1 1 gl *
“ sincere thanks ” for our donation of the /' '"jtuenM
hope it will do good in Mr. Keir Hardie’s cons

listened to the deba”

Crowded meetings

Brompton between Mr. Foote and 0410 mg&!lf"p\/
There were two chairmen, but not worh >e yv,
the debater kept the peace, and the a , 0 firsO. copp
orderly. Major Scott Moncrieff presided jor, 0

and Mr. Charles Watts the second. 1
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"as well t “
PPearari  °Wh a'rca,dy ; Mr. Watts was a stranger, but his

is joni)i Ge Was a good enough introduction. Mr. Waldron
certain],,1alno,1K the Christians at New Brompton. He is
last spee ~ huent and capable speaker. Of course he had the
they ijnt, ' .'Christians generally manage to get that, and
speech werai y abuse the opportunity. Mr. Waldron’s last

neral iaS a ”“9nS wa.y on_ the Resurrection. It was a
B P~egyric on Christianity, supported by recitations

the Cl)pWAIng’ Tennyson, and Newman. Still, it satisfied
P'terrupt lanS' anc® ”~he Freethinkers did not care to

A MINISTER'S FUNCTIONS.

The pe — P

H oi-D , Lyman Abbott, a Broad Church minister,
since tiffll *° Hie most popular reverend in America
forum Zibr~'1 Henry Ward Beecher, writes in the
tUnctions V"y Q1 "What are a Christian Preacher’s
looked « e 1i0flees that the preacher is getting to be
"1'he t),...1 nmiV]Mils an entertainer, and he does not like it.
Htor or actlers function,” he says, “ is not that of a play
Nesseiigee'Mp’ °lj even a moral reformer, but that of a
Swiind tlv f .I'e justifies denominationalism on the
Prephecv tv 'exPerience Las proved the truth of Christ's
‘howOmj ~  ea’h shepherd would have his own flock,

sKar)ger ,c bis voice, but would not hear the voice of
@& Redliiir .u) citation shows Mr. Abbott's own methods
t 1Abboit'l 1 Alible. There is no such prophecy as
JeS b " 8peaks of, but m the very same chapter where
rer theyIE?"e ?aT™> " The sheop follow their own shepherd
H™ Vo Kaop kig yaiery Ra says, WHlereshah be-one foid
o ﬂ'nrigg ePu?rd,” which Catholics rightly cite as a

rL °f denominationalism.

Ihe O]f) yFl’lﬁm Wbbott wants to sell a new article under
Chdstiia-wbel’ >0 offer evolutionism under the guise of
%ﬁamt"h._ He says: “ It is useless for the ministry to
. Orpet%?_'mg aloafastropliic theology to an age which
WorSe tv. cvlutionary philosophy; and it is a great
Jigiop Witv 1111 useless for the ministry to identify
w;?rglltful mR catastrophic philosophy, and so incite the
Mth that nilu* an<? "omen of the age to relogate religion
ast-0jff 1 osophy to the lumber room where old and
“ Religion,” he virtually says,
isnowT", sclence. Fdrmerly science was catastrophic ;
Ltnphasised\& UtlonaiT-  Zhe change began, at least it was
S &t that ° i century or more ago
forces nn,,° " orl'l. Was brought into its present shape
h,°% of operative, and through phenomena akin to
h~thesis ca Pa™atlvely recent history. The nebular
ding to v XX lach this evolutionary theory of world-
c’Unt fO> ..'T remote ages. Philology undertook to
s lal, ap] |16 difference of tongues by an analogous,
ep ,lfecreated°ng C nt*nuec”™ Process- Historical scienco
A dls creatnri °n a new basis, upon the hypothesis that
C ed airv\j,rather than men epochs. Anthro-
Zoo) pair ,i,\' T lnations of race upon the earth back toa
clix:’.8y and en,tJIn™ thc theory of special creations.
-~ lllii to ovni.H)<g oarried the process further back,
tfie™f! sPeciesX{fdin ,tb°® differentiation of the different
diiir i animal 1. Hen the difference between men and
NYadivi ™ the ,."~nafly> the difference between the
The*aal 8rowth Vc®table, as due, in a similar manner, to
C W Sdientific ~ Sudden and divine inttAnvAnitigns,
~ow([fcted onthoyght of the present age is as truly
thieor, the as%% ev°tutionary theory of change by
n5l1i;0 nOmiCal thought is on the Copen.ican

it

tut cfre>w ho?20L taught a God who came from
f, ~hiritr* SOme moment of time made all things

t~tallv/™Mtiou of fZUN 110111 dust and woman from his rib.

tapped 2erent m M °deyn messc.nger of God i?, to give a
IIP in ,,'essage>but one in which the difference is
Wh’\*are ABt _tjn,lss. °f verbiage and duplicity. After
- ‘I/a irpnsed that Ir. Abbott concludes by
an d J to any yOllllg man W}10 may read these

taau Jeyor \nu 2 deliierating the question®fthis profession,
vAtNow, riev

u\°c " or ‘the pulpit’ less venerated
Actiongl?1 and stan!rIS 80 scant respect paid to the moro
t~ricm 8reativ Place 1 but never did an age or a

b?hear,n Pe’°plc « fd He prophet as this age and this
% corgdPt Réed A1 NIEVEY was age or natfon more ready
A°UsneSs Ofe P'nphet, if he conies to it inspired by

d divine message.” Since, evidently,

the men of God are not inspired by the consciousness of a
divine message, but palpably eager to put new wine into
old bottles and palm it off as the original article, we do not
wonder that the cloth has fallen into disrespect.

Uncle Benjamin.

SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

The French writer who laid it down that science is bankrupt,
probably only meant to express his own inaptitude for,
and indifference to, the serious investigation of facts, and
his preference for the realm of imagination, wherein he can
build what castlesin the air he pleases. If he came calmly
to consider matters, he might find that it is science, or
systematised knowledge, which has given him the
possibility of leisure to indulge his fancy. Nay, he might
discover that the actual facts of science—the ascertained
distance of the stars, for instance—are so stupendous as
not only to outsoar his imagination, but absolutely to
pass beyond his conception. Religion has myriads of
ministers who every week extol its triumphs, yet the
fact remains that all we call civilisation is due, not to
religion, but to science. There is plenty of religion among
savages; indeed, it may be said the more barbarous a
nation is, the more attention it will bestow on religion;
but not until it has some systematised knowledge will it
make progress. Abyssinia is a Christian country, as much
as, or more so, than England. What makes the difference but
the acquisitions of science I All the preaching in the world
has not done so much in the interests of peace and civilisa-
tion as the mere intercommunication of peoples, brought
about by science. And there is this difference between
science and religion: the one is constantly expanding, the
other constantly contracting. Religion was first in the
field, and claimed all the ground. It pretended to settle
every question in regard to world-making and man- and
woman-making. It laid down the laws for human life here,
and pretended to tell our destiny hereafter. But exactly
as science has extended, as knowledge of nature has
increased, so have religious pretensions been forced to retire.
Religious teachings have been found to be in contradiction
to the conclusions of geology, of astronomy, and of biology.
The religious account of the origin of the world and of man
is found to be incorrect; and, now being found in error
upon things upon which we are capable of judging, it asks
to be credited unreservedly upon things which no human
person can possibly decide.

The men of God now speak of the reconciliation of
science and religion. They are like the Chinese saying to
the Japanese, “ Let us be at peace,” since they have found
themselves beaten at every encounter. But they cry
“ peace, peace,” where there is no peace. The basis and
method of science is entirely different from that of religion.
Religion rests on authority; science on investigation.
Religion is stationary; science progressive. The one
starts with apriori assumption of a God ; the other works
inductively, and questions all assumptions. Religion is
based on some supposed revelation, either universal or
special; science upon reason. Religion pre-supposes the
inefficiency of tho human faculties; science their relative
sufficiency. The only peace possible is by the constant
surrender of religion to science, and the accommodation of
the theories of the former to those of the latter. The
surrender may make for a time a modus vivaidi; but science
as it advances soon makes fresh demands, and religion
again has to retire.

To reserve some territory to itself, religion has now to live
ontirely in castles in the air. It rests not on verifiable facts,
but on an assumption of supernatural existences and an
after-life altogether too nebulous to be brought within th s
domain of science. In plain terms, it has to do with fictions,
while reason has to do with facts. The one points to an
imaginary cloudland hereafter; the other deals with the
actualities of the present world. Religion gives no
guarantee for human progress, for, if evil and misery were
once compatible with the existence of God, they may be so
for ever; but science, by the gradual accumulation of
knowledge, and consequently of power, gives assurance of
the amelioration of human destiny. It is science which has
taught us to manfully grapple with the evils that surround
us, and to overcome them, instead of prostrating ourselves
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before them in a spirit of prayer and abject submissipn.
It substitutes work for prayer, conduct for creed, and the

service of man for the vain worship of God.
Lucianus.

BOOK CHAT.

Mr. Kenneth Fearington Bellairs, who has published a
pamphlet entitled Is Christianity a Forgery 1 Is English
History a Fraud lis a thorough-going disciple of Professor
Edwin Johnson. He holds that all Church history prior to
the invention of printing is forged ; that the painted missals
are no earlier than oil paintings; that the oldest abbeys
and churches are but between 400 and 500 years old, as
proved by the age of the trees around them ; and that the
whole pretence of antiquity was part of a scheme to despoil
the people.

* * *

Mr. Bellairs further holds that the Romans were not long
in Britain, and that when they left they were followed by
gangs of continental adventurers and monks, who subdued
the barbarous people and backed up their pretensions by
fraud. He discredits the story of the battle of Hastings, no
bodies ever having been recovered there. Battle Abbey—
dated nearly three hundred years after the battle it was to
commemorate—he dates about 1600. Domesday Book,
which, everyone knows, is written in an Italian hand, he
says is in Dog Latin of the Tudor period ; and, in short, he
regards all history prior to the invention of printing as
legendary.

* * *

Mr. Bellairs has visited a number of places of alleged
antiquity, whose pretensions he finds break down under
scrutiny. His conclusions are given in arough and ready
style, and are none the less likely to be acceptable to those
who only know the facts that the Church somehow got
possession of the best lands, and has ever since battened on
the tithes. If Bishop Stubbs is too busy to refute Mr.
Bellairs, perhaps some antiquarian like the Rev. Augustus
Jessop will come forward and do so. for he professes
himself only anxious to arrive at the truth.

* * *

Dr. P. S. George, of Lincoln, Nebraska, proposes to compile
and publish a book detailing accounts of tin; religious
insanity of the present time. It is likely to be a big work.
The superintendents of lunatic asylums could give much
information on the pernicious character of the vaunted faith
in another world, though too often cases of religious insanity
are registered as simply melancholia with delusions.

* * *

Messrs. George Bell & Sons propose to add to “ Bohn's
Library” an illustrated edition of Motley's History of the
Rise of the Dutch Republic, with an introduction by Moncure
D. Conway; and Comte’s Positive Philosophy, as translated
and condensed by Harriet Martineau, with an introduction
by Mr. Frederic Harrison. Each of these will be in three
volumes.

* * *

A new English Dialect Dictionary is announced. It is to
be a complete vocabulary of all dialect words still in use,
or known to have been in use during the last two hundred
years. It will be edited by Professor Joseph Wright, and
issued to subscribers only. Subscription of a guinea a year
to be remitted to the R \ [I'rof. Skeat, 2 Salisbury-villas,
Cambridge. -

* * *

The. catalogues of Mr. Bertram Dobell, of 75 Charing
Cross-road, the publisher of the complete poetical works of
James Thomson, are always interesting. The one just issued,
Ixjsides having many interesting and special items, such as
first editions of Fielding, Swinburne, Landor, etc., has some
interesting notes, one given to An Essay on Government,
the now scarce work of Mrs. Lee, the Female Infidel, of whom
a sketch is given in the Secular Almanack of this year.

* * *

The Daily -Mews, reviewing Madame du Hausset's Private
Memoirs of Louis m V,, says : “ In that Court of King Louis
all is corruption. _ The palace is a moral pesthouse under
the thinnest varnish. Take away one or two honest people
—such as Dr. Quesnay and M. do Morigny, the Pompadour’s
brother—and the brilliant swarms of courtiers are for the
most part pimps, panders, procuresses, adulterers, spies,
intriguers, liars, swindlers. One of their most curious
characteristics is their combination of a scrupulous regard
for the forms of religion, with an utter indifference to its
spirit.” From the king downward they were childishly
superstitious, and also selfish and sensual. They were all
horrified at Frederick the Great’s “ irreligion.”
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In these memoirs of Madame de Pompadour’s lady s®
says the Daily News, “the arch-impostor, the Couu @D
St. Germain, is pretty fully described. A Cagliostro
earlier time, the Count had, according to his own acc ~
already lived two thousand years, lie expected to hv
hundred more. He laid claim to the power of contevers
long life. He resisted the temptation of living fivef tJIC
longer and seeing the Revolution. He died in 1784,. L it
midst of his enthusiastic disciples, and to their 1L
astonishment at his sharing the common lot” AsaB 0
worker ho could have put the Blavatskyite congregat ,»
shame. But there was this difference between him il W8y
thaumaturgists of our own day—he was clever, am
and accomplished.”

TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO.

“ According to Luko, Jesus, having been born in f>otblicly
was taken, after forty days, to Jerusalem, and there P Ajth

presented in the temple; after which his parents returni .~r
him to Nazareth. On the other hand, according to Matthe
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, his parents were warn®. *jrg

with him into Egypt, sinco Herod, at Jerusalem, would n

in wait for the child to destroy him. This warning was * joru
hence, according to Luko, Jesus was publicly presented

saloin at the very time when, according to Matthew, how

to Egypt to avoid being seon in Jerusalem.”—Judge 6.

in the “ Investigator.”

----------- d ®1
The Judge, perhaps from weariness, has not disG.0@™"

the strange tilings that crowded themselves into t
space covered by his remarks. Not only was the y° > 1
in two or three places at once, but lie was there for escape
different reasons. Of course ho went to Egypt”,riside®
the slaughter of innocents, and he had to be in " ~ut the
for presentation at the altar (circumcision 1) j rnieiy
Egyptian excursion was for still another purpose . jgf
that of fulfilling prophecy—*" Out of Egypt have | ® alotf;
son”—though no such prophecy had ever been llia jied
him ; neither does it fit the case, as Jesus was not A [y, l'e
of Egypt, but out of Galilee into Egypt. Inciden ¢
must be conveyed to Nazareth to verify another pf4gd&w
“ He shall be called a Nazarene”—though the prop*1, ec
spoke these words of anybody. Matthew, who mgg;
queer break, appears not to have been aware that V
was the habitat,of Joseph ; that an angelJiad visi oUpP
there ; and that when Joseph; with hfs female . .. ~ ..
turned aside into Galilee,” and “ came and dweltj v

called Nazareth," ho was merely going home. M. .
Luke should have “ gat toggether.” Some of our Irm  jispol
who, two weeks ago, celebrated Sunday and Mono tp
17 and 18, to the glory.of their patron saint, e*P.
St. Patrick had twe | N wast' a
view of the variety
the subject of -
from the conclusion that he was tripkpts. -, ;nem
Christian world nothing for this prop
Trinity.
Belief Not of the Will* j9
Said Sir Thomas More, in his Utopia, _three JitfFL
centuries ago: “1 am fully persuaded it is nO o
power to believe what he list.” (cOlleBea st
Go to the jury room, where a dozen men are  jioO a
render a verdict on important issues. ~ with  hidl

conscientious men, who have been selected " ti
care from the people, men of character and Pl ullclert])
the tongue of slander cannot assail. Il*oy :*,v head, J«
to render an honest verdict. Tlioy have all6ll ijOnS **|ier
evidence, the arguments of counsel, the instri» ~ jn &

judge. llut note their variant opinions, as revo ciich

first ballot. They may agree in the end; b n

surrender somewhat his own convictions. >KioH'c iWD
More was the oldest jurist of his day on the of i G

of England. It was his Special'du%/y_to ki  bs”~F

conflicting views of persons whoso opinions "

the same facts, lie knew it was impossible ,ap.cff,

believe as he wished, contrary to evidence, 0oi 1J Ilu >
of evidence. But the Son of God, ye*I. tO beErniF
according to orthodoxy, demands the work* ye'l"
him or be damned, and this on conflicting he-m jiy#
only. Is there not some mistake about i

Thinker.

| . _ gf cpid UL
am quite sure, from my own experience 0 id 1;9'P»
lave been allowed to learn penitefitial t's'li;uti wi-l, Ro»T
hat they think of wickedness as .. =

hern self-iuiiiortance.—Mrs. Jameson,

. 223.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

the btble god puzzled.
TO the editor THE FREETHINKER.

NardinaM>Swi€a7 (APIH 21st, not the first, hien entendu)
b° offered 10 .rc*> Archbishop of Paris, caused prayers to

ihe irincipal churches for the success of
Upon a inli* tor°esin Madagascar, where they have embarked
is not spoliation and plunder. The pious Cardinal
*ngoing i° say Giat “ by a secret instinct (sic) France,

To provid #peciagascar, is accomplishing one of the acts of
4c)ap } G'tial mission (sic) with which she was entrusted
Mth svnhir P [oi* *—to spread Christian civilisation
2orlil P \vi!Stto boot, till then unknown] throughout the
Pudent lie? « W°uld Arouet de Voltaire say to this im-

beau I’ m, vy, 9rand homme, tu dois rougir dam ton
Alicited nn 9 ueen °f Madagascar, per contra, has also
n “er soldi,",yCrStin England and elsewhere for the success
hybrid Citr' 'Wk° n°t only fight pro aris etfocis, but for a

? rantlla_\ rGliP ?2n-v?ry ™uch in vogue among the
a, i, ">hypocritical humbugs of dear old England.

cre. Charles Kroll Laporte.

A STRAIGHT LETTER.

mma Great George Street, Westminster, S.W.,
London, April 18, 1895.
AsststanJ \% 1

Boal Railway Department,
ara°fTrade Whitehall, s/w. -

8IB_ j SUNDAY PHILHARMONIC UNION.

i“Dr°us r tivVFOr™d that the Department has received
Pphoatjog Of Jons from many distant towns against the
jbtnday. lle ab°ve for a licence to give performances

ofh°n the°hb”lreo 7ear8 °f aSe>have travelled a good
toke°ntinentals FG<? Continent, have noticed the behavior
g Dehad. aI? Sunday where museums and music are
hJ't°Wh Beoifly L®? 7.efil acquainted with the behavior of
7tatin, W e both in England and Scotland, and | un*
|8 c?nsider f tt suPerl°nty to the Continentals.
am Tn the matfl-yll nPertinont f°r provincials to intcr-
p.f trust vnm* n °* ,low Londoners shall spend Sunday,
J he above TL- °ard wlU bo of a similar opinion.
sC?6* Cm* i.,.,,10n desires to elevate the tastes of the
Lmy ~alks classes are far from green lanes and
Wt, tOresort +° nly tUe churches and the pu
"Tres to elPv,i°A Many °f them would prefer music or
~jhew” desires ihi.; “asR and the understanging, and the

of;, Lfelt by mam ri.8bts of no one, whilet Wit 2dpply a

Mg“Lgs%Y dan He Ire’ “ 1y opioioni, hetder subjents
Zare int fwnr 1I0RO )vLo, seerg{lur.]gly havmg? what they
i

Aers. )
tt t b t
pNitsti: enough not to grant a similar boon to
Yoth 4  be~grn'nfbpiication of the Sunday Philharmonic
1 granted by your Department,—I am, Sir,

Georoe Anderson.

ujj' Rutchin, CaUSes and Effects.
b°ea }iituihe bv'n.ioiii."”*1® following Hegel, seeks to over-

aditv;n°tsee tint the identity of cause and effect.
Taterv,i If the l’lBOXertbrows his own argument for
C L If.iti.S5K T aterial- tl e must God
a6can]18evil in bti one rThen must 0 condltci:‘one
I"cR of the wn,-I WO/ "ben first must there be evil in
a SiPLr,0tnPOund . be d_6ity must bo in essence just

, Ir oupS=>as Hume Is.fb® universe. Is it not, then, easier
Sver 8 necessa™° P°.inted out, that the universe itself is
*vetL .fr a ca,L lstence than to Imnt outside the

Itself|_2}j\}’ lat 18 as difficult to explain as the

tn-telS~Anyhott as a Rationalist.
TJI dessus sL ~ er RToat painter so completely eliminated
earlly theadldstivi> mom art' and it was reserved for him
|t|||*| Balntms lJIn‘.uI of aH the conceptions bly whieh
cn t gigkyff thnllgd mg people. By malfing the
et Mand 1 i nabcd figures, and by introducing
v _jx 'b* real;, Is 'oat, he most effectually destroyed

v Ay arrf ro<b|eed it to tme province of
E.If. Leek,.“ Ratiotvdism in Europe,”

RELIGION AND COMMON SENSE

We hear a great deal about “ pure religion,” and the phrase
seems to be an admission that all religion is not pure, which
is no doubt the fact; but what quality of religion is genuine,
or who possess it, may be difficult to decide. And even if
we knew, how much better off should we be 1 For what is
religion, in itself considered, and separate from morality, to
which it has no just or proper claim 1 It isa system of faith
in, and worship of, supernatural agencies and beings. That
is about all there is of it, when summed up in brief. It may
exist, no doubt, in the character of a good man, but it is no
proof of goodness in the individual, nor that he is laboring
tor the welfare of humanity. It is only, as we have said,
a system of faith and worship having reference to the super-
natural. That is religion, and all that rightly belongs to it.
We fail to see wherein it can be of any benefit to this world,
and as for another, it is not settled yet whether there is one.

Now, in order to have a system that is useful and practical
it ought not to consist in unmeaning phrases, forms, and
ceremonies, but in the unceasing practice of promoting the
happiness of every human being, without regard to sex,
party, country, or color, and confine its labors entirely to
this world, depending on knowledge rather than faith, and
human efforts instead of prayers to a supernatural deity.
This is a common-sense system or philosophy, and one in
which there are no metaphysical difficulties or mystery, and
which every child even, who is properly educated, will be
taught to practise through life, and which he will necessarily
practise, as no incentive to injure his fellow-man will then
exist, such as forms an inherent and essential part of the
present order of society. Under the common-sense system
to which we allude, there would not be the slightest pretext
for keeping up those holy bugbears which are supposed by
many Christians to be so indispensable at present to control
the vicious inclinations of human beings, such as avenging
Gods, devils, priestly prayers, and denunciations ; but
mankind will be governed by reason, and learn their duty by
obeying the laws of nature, which are the only true guides.
—Horace Seaver, “Occasional Thoughts.”

RECOMPENSE.

The wine-flushed monarch slept; butin hisear
An angel breathed, “ Repent; or choose the flame
Quencliless.” In dread lie woke, but not in shame,
Deep musing, “ Sin | love, yet Hell | fear.”
Wherefore he left his feasts, and minions dear,
And justly ruled, and died a saint in name.
But when his hasting spirit heavenward came
A stern Voice cried, “ Oh Soul ! what dost thou here V

“ Love | forswore, and wine, and kept my vow
To live a just ami joyless life, and now
| crave reward.” The Voice came like a knell,
“ Fool! dost thou hope to find again thy mirth,
And those foul joys thou didst renounce on earth 1
Yea, enter in! My Heaven shall be thy Hell"

-Constance Naden.

PROFANE JOKES.

Alice (to her sweetheart)—* How did you like the vicar's
sermon, Will 2! Will—* Excellent! Why, it sent me off to
sleep in' less than five minutes.”

An Italian priest, reading the passage of Scripture, “ Ven-
geance is mine, saith the Lord,I commented, “ Yes, to be
sure ; it is too sweet for any mortal.”

Professor Von Gookhcnheimer, they say, is a marvellous
mind-reader and hypnotist. \res ; he claims he can attract
the attention of a restaurant waiter by merely looking at
him steadily for half-an-hour.

“ The timprancc man had a wondherful glass that made
iverything a thousand million times as big. V hats this he
called it 1 Ye're right, 'twas a my-cross-scrope ; ye Int it to
a pop; bedad 'tis yerself has the lamin’; an’ the people
looked through it at the wather lip put in aglass, an they
seen the wather all swimmin’ wid snakes an scorpions,
'twas enough to terrify the mortial sowl out o ye. An so
Sheela looked in an’ saw them. An' the man put in the
wather a good dhrop o' whiskey, an’ ho says, says fie, .Nov
ve'll see the effect on animal life,’ says he. An hheela
iooked in again, an’ she seen the snakes all doubled up, an
kilt, an’ murthored, an’ says Sheela, says she: May the
Divil fly away wid me (says she) if. | ever touch wather agin
till 1 first put in whiskey to kill them fellows .
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first poston Tuesday, and be
marked “ Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.'}

LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 Old-Htreet, E.O.): 7, musical selections ; 7.30,
Charles Watts, “ Man and the Universe, from a Christian and Secular
Standpoint.” (Admission free ; reserved seats 3d. and 6dJ

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45,
Musical and dramatic entertainment. (Free.) Tuesday, at 8, dancing.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30,
R. Forder, “ Science and Christianity.”

Finsbury Park Branch : 3, members’ meeting at 01 Mildmay-park.

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15,
Dr. Stanton Ooit, “ The Rights of Animals.”

West London Branch (Athenreum, Godolphin-road, Goldhawk-
road, Shepherd’s Bush): Tuesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “ How the Bible
Stands Now.”

West Ham Secular Ethical
A Member, “ Is Life an Entity ?”

Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7,

Open-Air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Bible.”

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, Arthur B. Moss, “ Man and
Evolution.”
Deptford Broadway: 6.30, W. J. Ramsey, “A New Gospel
Harmony.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, Lucretius Keen, “ Atheism
and the Hour of Death”; concluding with an original Romance.
Thursday, at 8.30, St. John will lecture.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ Atheism
and the Hour of Death concluding with an original Romance; 3.30,
“What Must | Do to Inherit Eternal Life?” Wednesday, at8, S. E.
Easton will lecture.

Mile End Waste : 11.15 W. J. Ramsey, “ The Atonement.”

Oid Pimlico Pier : 11.30,8. E. Easton, “ Where will you Spend Your
Eternity ?”

Victoria Park : 11.15, W. Heaford will lecture ; 3, Stanley Jones will
lecture.

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers' Hill) :
7, S. R. Thompson, “ Christianity and Slavery."
will lecture.

11.30, A. Lewis will lecture;
Thursday, at 8, C. Cohen

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8,
papers, discussions, etc.

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) :
of Mankind.”

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, C. James,
“The Star of Science in the Night of Faith."

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12, discussion
class ; 6.30, Neuron, “ Bible Fictions and Malay Archipelago Facts.”

Hull (St. George’'s Hall, Storey-street) : 7, Mr. Sketchley, “ Rome
and the Revolution.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, John Walter, B.A..
“ Herbert Spencer” (11.). Adjourned committee meeting after lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, S. H.
Ali-on, “ The Gospel of Socialism”; 3, “ The Bible and Modern
Thought”; 6.80, “ The Evolution of Theology." (Admission 3d. and 6d.)

Newcastle on-Tvne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street) : 3
C. Cohen, “ The Origin of Species”; 7, “ Science and Supernaturalism.”

Plymouth (Democratic Olub, Whimple-street): 7, special meeting,
social, and business.

Rochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street):
Standring, “ How they Make Priests ”; 8, Branch meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockmgham-street) :
7, musical and other recitals.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) :
7, Business meeting.

Sunderland (Victoria Hall,
Shadow of the Sword”; 3, “ Was Shakespeare a Christian?”
Philosophy of Secularism.”

7, J. Keast, “ Saviors

6.30, Sam

Toward-road): 11, O. W. Foote, “ The
7. “The

Ofen-Air Propaganda.
Derby (Market-place) : 0.45, Mr. Briggs will lecture.
Newcastle-on-Tynk (Quayside—weather permitting): 11,0. Cohen
will lecture.
Rociidalf. (Town Hall Square): 11, Sam Standring, “ The Tempta-
tion ”; 3, “ The Four Gospels, their Dates and Authors.”

Lecture 3' Engagements.

Stephen,H. Alison, Sunnyside, 72 Union-grove, Clapham, London.
S.W.—April 28, Manchester. May 5, Sheffield.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E —April 28
Newcastle-on-Tyne. May 2, Wood Green ; 5, m. Mile End, a. Victoria
Park e Edmonton ; 3 Wood Green; 12, Sheffield ; 19, Manchester; 23,

Wood Green ; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a Victoria Park e. Wood Green =
30, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 63 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.— April 28
m. Battersea, a. Victoria Park. May 5 m. Finsbury Park, c. Battersea;

12, m. Wood Green, e. Edmontoh ; 19, m. Finsbury, c. Deptford «”2
Hyde Park. r o

ARTnun B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—April 28,
m. Camberwell. May 6, a. Finsbury Park ; 12. in. Mile End, a. Victoria
Park ; 19, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, Olerkcnwell.

T. THDBLOW, 850 Old Ford-road, E.—May 19, m. Kingsland.
m. Finsbury lark; 19, m. Kingsland. July 17, m. Kingsland.

June 2

MTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
o Somerset House).-TKE nr on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each = upper
or lower set, *1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
iu four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
platinum, 7s. 6d. each on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. fid ; extraction,
U, ; painless by gas, 6s. ’
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PRICE SIXPENCE,

SECULAR ALMANACK

Fop 1895.

Altered and Enlarged. Finely-Designed Co'a

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

Contents Progress of Freethought; by G. W. a
This World ; by J. M. Wheeler -Heroes in the S¢FLi
Man : by Charles Watts—Dod Grile

Arnold—The Abducted Female [nfidel—Farquhar™-- @
ton—Bits from Selden’s “ Table Talk”—Jeremy . gl
Inspiration—Abou-ben Adhein and the Angel—d'8 MQp
his God—The Sacred Books of the World—The Dealm jjo»
What have Unbelievers Done for the World J—Im*° turaS
Concerning Freethought Work and Organisation—b

etc.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord EIIenborougl

>csaV.O,

Occasioned by tiie Sentence which he Pasd&d

MR. D. L EATON,
As Publisher ok »
THE THIRD PART OF PAINE'S"AGE OF EE
BY
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

Freethought Publications.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. By O.
J. M. Wheeler. Hundreds of exact references

Authorities. No pains spared to make it a congj (0]
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christia s

to 11979

Chapters: — 1, Christ to Constantino; 2, p-oUs
Hypatia; 3, Monkery; 4, l'ious Forgeries; » pOrssdJ
0, Itiso of the Paiiacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes: ->- fid, j

of the Jews ; i), The Crusades. Cloth, gilt, UJ*PP- flhriS
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring .ctei pA,

Edited by G. W. Footo and W. P. Ball. toUw»
covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfine p-1 ’ or
cloth, 2s. rrJdoh P fU
The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the ie/dJmr 0 ‘jcfti Jiya;
Book of the Generation of Josus. With an H [\
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Footo and < clot'Tkpn’
Paper covers, Gd.; superior edition, superfine pap >”et D Xx

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worshifi@istirated, 2uL f
Ritos and Customs. By J. M. Wilioolor.
paper, 2s. 6d. s
Biographical Dictionary of Froetliinkers 9{ Aurﬁ‘mv
Nations. By J. M. Wheoler. Handsomely "
7s. 6d. SIAW L o

Darwin Made Easy.
Idindon University.
Darwinism oxtant.

By Dr. Edward B. Aveljng. S@l -
This is tho host pophla

Cloth, 1 »d
Londo» : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street,
THOMAS PAINE'’S
o _ preface PY1
The Age of Reason. Now edition, with
Footf.. ls.

Miscellaneons Theological Works. Is- the Afl
Complete Theological Works. (Ineludu'b ’7O|itjg“
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. fid. with il *

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition- ' ]0tii,2"
Biography by 3. M. W heeler. lIs.; bonne wij.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-»
Read “ THE TRUTH S
Monthly, Price ld- ”
Edited by JOHN O N fort
Of all New too.dor. Wholesale,
jJOH SALE, seven years' Tiviv-,;
F to 1801, Offers to Mr. * It >/ COMOMOIO<™ e == egtA
T ° FREETHINKERS..... (... wun
I  SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at wSifSiBe “\Vr

Style and Fit Uuannt...1 Il. HAMPTON, A[ t). 1
Outle-strcct, W. (three doors from Regent-»1
leading Freethinkers.



April 28, 1895.

, ALLINSON for health.

OfifE consultations—io am. to i p.m., ios. 6d.;
6p.m. to 8p.m., $s. Patients Visited.

G DdGAL ESSAYS. vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
I°tacco TW*iQJs. 2n Management of Infancy, Health, Lon ?evity, The Teeth,
"on, Bilioen 1Jr?, Question. Also the Cause and Cure of Disease, Constipa-
%lds, Chest n * C2erme» Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and
itch, etc ~°ntaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

~2eirBTaik ESSAXS, Vol. 11, Ror Psiak Qaer for ise 2d
f ar and its iMeS on Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the
pr  Thin ;~Sfment, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
Rln’\y I\ _ Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
ia, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

essays. Vol. I11.  For Postal Order for is. 2d,
Sx5Fected Tv2es. °n No More Death, Management of Young Children, Un-
diindred vJilestlc Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One
Nactive n 'ut0 ImProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Jocose Veincll {?*.,Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness,

\ArterCauﬁ—l o141, !aTd Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever,
lercury, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Takmg

s2i?iCAlj ESSAYS. vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Prik s Foode*/On,r. ™ ‘Ien*nS» Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse,
Qiing™ T o n "AinatO, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical
T, r Articles &\ Against Stimulants in Disease, about S/vallcmnng Pins and
n(bchlcken-PA Sc ure-0 Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
RefRs (Tetter °f* ¢ynovHs or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy,
aSdatici p?r = . nSles), EryS|EeIas Ulcer of the Stomach, Epidemic Iriflu-
T°nasis or ngllsh eprosy, etc.
ESSAVS  vol. .

on Pure Water, Fhe -

For Postal Order for is. 2d.

B AArtide * wHIRHG i ARG °r
'~ d Training, Blood Lettmg Nose Flushing and Blu*
Tcn'll ~um Boil, Cold in the Head, a J Mumps, Inflamed

|%f «, Sot%é}/ll%% %po}glgus, I%%a&eh a}{é ngi ing of Wood, Vomiting,
Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc. . (& gd,ypostfree.
Five Volumes, stronyly and neatly oouK p ~Opener to
MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. 11«

inry

S eumaTTSM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE- Rost free for v+
nr»T AND DIGESTION.” Post free forjd.

CONSUMPTION t ITS NATURAL CURE. Po
A these Books, bound in One Vol., post free, 9. =

M BooKPAMIP AR R IERRWOMBR.  For PdstarQrgr for is. ad.

QGrm?mmircations to be addressed to—

DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
ASpanlsh place, Manchester-square, Lon

THE BEST BOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM BEL"
TWE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

Send Postal Order,
r for IS. id.

2
practice of neo-malthusianisnfome or Reason

fﬁo* . Byth. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., JL.N.S.S.
e Witk portrait %lﬁograph und in cloth, gilt lettered.

st Oithipaitesnt @ ™ « idbrrmation within the reach of the poor, the
allbPknnv *5727? °* book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
~enp°at free 2d  Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.

t0* .!» order thn k =

fei.hifiilQnai N urmer of -4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
Cl; Usiatt thpr,.18 an, almost unexceptionable statement of the Nco-
Hetlu!?‘ e . t1l ant).Practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
iaL "Hsian cgl valug of M¥- Helmes' serviee te the Neo-

> inhik ﬁr@\ﬁe oYM wB-hcing generatly-is-judt-tis combi-
¢ I»Ot faflly limit ,» aP'ain statement of the physical and moral
"rest,e°ured ami “ “on with a plain account of the means by which it
'I'he&)umt)lle nru}\ a7. offfir t0 all concerned of the requmtes at the

cUof the Malthusian League, Dr.  ry3dale, Dr. AllButt381
0, heTdealspBliskenoB | FimvBIy, 28G@mcdulJer-street, London,

orcerashould be sent to the author. —QKSe
"“HOLMES. HANNEY, WANTAOE, B t«

PWsiblv « Uende™ & Oo.” and “ J. ir. Kendall

Y SRS eSS RSl T AN AT
lykf], No. 182,688.
IYi 5s e8°tl's O..rirj>>" Bnxi WITHOUT WHICH NONR Altlt GICNUINH

Patr..aV crti(-al and Reverse Current, 3s. lid.. Is.
"nine 1*oA1°"der, Is. 2d. uinine Compound, Is
Ip. T Wil.to, Bg. pggdot. All prioee post free.

" 15 Chadwell-st.,

W

Clerkenwell, E
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OF CHRIST

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original
WITH AN

Life of Jesus.”

INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.

(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel
Story by a Master Hand.)

Price Sixpence.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London :

Works by Colonel R. G.

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. Cd.

Defence of Freethougiit.
A Five Hours' Speed) at the Trial
?_&C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy,
[

The Gods. Cd.

Reply to Gladstone. With
ZdBiography by J. M. Wheeler.

A Reply

to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Grimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt W hitman.
3d.

O ration on Voltaire. 3d.

Abrauam Lincoln. 3d.

Paine the Pioneer. 2d.

Humanity’'s Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d.

Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

The Three Philanthropists.
2d.

Love the Redeemer.

God and the State.

2d.
2d.

London :

R. Eorder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Ingersoll.

am |

2d.

Wuy an

Part I.
Why am |
Part Il. 2d.
Faith and Fact.
Dr. Field. 2d.
God and Man.
to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Dying Creed. 2d.
The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
Cc;)udert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.
2d.

Agnostic?
an Agnostic ?

Reply to
Second reply

The Household of Faith.
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do | Braspheme? 2d.

The Clergy and Common
Sense. 2d.

Social Salvation. 2d.
Marriage and Divorce. An
Agnostic’s View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.

The Great Mistake. Id.
Live Topics. Id.

Myth and Miracle. Id.
Real Blasphemy. Id.
Repairing tiie ldols. Id.
Christ and Miracles, id.
Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-street, E.C.

Price 2d., by post 2Jd.,

" uJ. Rencell's “Wifes Friet\ AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE.

DAVID

HUME.

With an Historical aiul Critical Introduction by
G. W. Foote.

London :

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is. Cd, post free,

ESSAYS

IN RATIONALISM.

CHARLES ROBERT NEWMAN
(Atheist, Brother of Cardinal Newman).

With Preface by 0. J. llolyoake, and Biographical Sketch
by J. M. Wheeler.

London :

U. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E 0.
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SPECIAL OFFER

To clear our stock

LOT 11

CONTAINING

THE FREETHINKER.

April 28, 18&.

FOR 21 DAYS
ONLY.

of 872 Parcels of

ONE PAIR OF PURE WOOL BLANK#8*
ONE PAIR OF BED SHEETS,

ONE QUILT (Beautiful Design),

ONE TABLE-CLOTH.

Rather than keep them over till next Winter, we have decided, AS AN ADVEUTISEMEX’
to clear them out at 19s. per Parcel, Carriage Paid.

WE CANNOT SEND MORE THAN

as the price is less than cost and, apart from the advertisement, we should never offer

at the above price.
value.
not tried
testing whether you like it or not.

To those who have already

They are all agreed that this is the Cheapest Parcel in the market.
it we say, Send one back and we will give 20s. for it, which will

TWO PARCELS TO ONE PERSON,

0/\

we need say nothing a JjU

To those who
be a fail' "rJ

tried Lot 11

N

Remember, for 21 Days Only, and no more than Two Parcels to One Person-

NEW SPRING PATTERNS NOW READY

Send at once before the Crush for Whitsuntide.

W GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Anthoritiea. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

Cnafters \—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantino to Hypatia; 8,
Monkery ; 4, Pious Borgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds; G Rise of the Papacy
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the .Tews; 0, The Crusades.

“The hook is very carefully compiled, the references are given with
exactitude, and the work is calculated to bo of the greatest use to the
opponents of Christianity.”—0. Bradlauoh, in National Reformer.

“ The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.”—
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”— Hudders-
field Examiner. ,

“ The work should be s,CTcred like autumn leaves.”— Ironclad Ant
(U.S.A)).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, F,.C.

Handsomely bound in cloth, post free 7s. fid,,

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
oP
FREETHINKERS OF ALL AGES ANO NATIONS.
BY

J. M. WHEELER.

“The Dictionary has involved enormous labor, and tho compiler
deserves the thanks of tho Frcethought party.”—National Reformer

“ The work will bo of the greatest value.”— Freethought.

“ At last we have the long-wanted means of silencing those Christians
who are continually inquiring for our great men, asserting that all great
men have been on the side of Christianity.”— Truthsccfcer (New York).

“ The moat important Freethought work published this year.”—!)«
Daneraad(Amsterdam).

“A good and useful work that was much needed. — Commonweal.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, BIO.

Freethought Headquarter

AND
BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

pui
In order to provide Suitablo Headquarters for tho

in Londop, which shall also bo a worthy Memorial ot 1

Chari.es Bradlauoh, tho

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY

lias boon formed under tho Friendly Society's Acts. (OFthigiggd
Mu. G. W. Foote, Aresident ofthe N.S.S., is Chanmm”
one of tho Directors is, and must ho, also a memhe* j)§o
This can only bo dono by tho assistanco of tho d]llireS (-
Party, who aro hereby appealed to carnostly. pcati°n> oti®
each, payablo in easy instalments of 2s. Gd. on &PP11 onth9 1L
on allotment, and 2s. Gd. on each call, of which two
must bo given.

n

FORM OF APPLICATION.

Gentlemen,— A o
nd J1
Plcaso allot mo............ Shares in tho “ n
Hall Society, Limited,” on account of which allot’'®_ P .
- bcinh ,,r%/v
hand you tho sum of........... pounds............. shilling3» 11
Of e pounds............. shillings per share thereon. uned S°CC®
agree that, if admitted a Shareholder in tho nbovc/"? [
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its '"'YO
from timo to timo in forco.
Name (infull).
Postal address
Occupation (if any) ....ccccooevieeviciveeiiieeee
IT I
CUT THIS OUT AND FILL
and forward (with romittanco) to tho S°cl'
MISS E. M. VANCE,
28 Stonecutter-street, London,
ttefs

Printed and Pnhlishcd by 0. W. Foote, nt 2« Stonec
London, K.O.



