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THAT ATHEIST!

_ Introduction.
monthi13 a PaPer called the Liverpool Pulpit. It is issued 
T‘ ,y> and appears to have existed about three years.
«s editors are R. A. Armstron. __ v„ __
êitcli. We believe these o—”*£**“»{Rn believe that they 

Nonconformist denominations 'V e < > „ t^c « social
been very active in “ putting prostitutes and 

6vd” in Liverpool—that is, in harry S . our opinion, 
Jsadiog against brothels. Thui is ¿ ertainly it is not 

11 ideal way of warring against lus .Wot* ' • "

5, C. F. Aked, and Robert 
gentlemen belong to different

should be patronised by the “ spiritual ” 
seems to us a business for the 

but Christian teachers, ever since

? way which ___
Raders ̂ of mankind. I t
Mice, if for anvone ; bnu „underfill tendencyM days of Constantine, have shown a wonderuu

«iy upon “ the arm of flesh.” warded—andThese three nonconformist preachers t »„ Qne 0f
|T° ia')ly regard themselves—as ‘ adva .i r‘ • a friend
5 eta. we believe, is a Unitarian, and another ot the “
,!ï«ÿoo/pH;i8-h?r Criticism.”

il'Periorù,/ ?^ highly superior tone. And this high
Naturally, therefore, tho

IS
h specially manifest in its review of Mrs.-I-vviuiu^y IllitILlICSb 1

oaded "< rS[0graPby of her father. Tho said review is 
holds i •>, 0 Iconoclast”—a personage whom the writer 
Ms or,uf- , onceal°d detestation. ~  
put cr,,.:.Cal  ai)d social work. "

Bradlaugh is lauded for
Com* n 1 " , -----  — v-'i ±'j JJUUIVU

Min» ». Us y In this direction : the vinegar of detraction 
J L eServed for It» TJ-Ji.’—i.

The oil of praise is poured

Th,,eism for the_Bradlaugh who battled against
indiT1 and Christianity. That" ho was a great man is 
tej.y Putable. He was great, says tho Liverpool 1 u pi _ 

,it;̂ at ; but his greatness was all displayed in 
,ca\and social arenas; in the aren aof religion he

Which is surely a most cheerful thcory-

very
Witi
?>tai
foi Mrcical.

Ï
Chfisti;

tea ,0r tke 
deals

ans.

,J> Wq rcnrorl x 'o iun  me nsa oi oonng our
with Uuo the whole portion of tho article which

sake of fairness, even at the risk of boring our

Bi It . “ Iconoclast.’
r\tadlaucii^Iblo now to be grateful for the services which 
i 1 course r! f (T!aUsm rendered to the cause of Christianity, 
litres  a„’„- radl,aughisin, as represented by his popular 
p calling i ,V st the Bible, and against what he was so fond
a^Pdans ri?iG,od of the Bible,’ is as dead as Pharaoh’s >Oi<,t 5 -  The lectur- ’ZzU • reilKlnnigion wornre ’̂ aSiMatures, as reasoned statements

______ °*“01"‘T m o tr WTh° 0116• v;‘ftlon> were Amply beneath con i n could be
s\jA \n Bradlaugh’s life is how so °Ie]L  t  a mind could 
brin as to talk as he did, how so g ' nother and not 
lileaEPfAf to such puerility, or how, oi ^  degrade
hitaSeu8v. hypothesis, so honest a • moramuses from 
tW, Playing it  low down ’ to the Kyith one’s whole
Mart, » °om I°r the sake of their pence. eratitude and 
M r l ^ lnK°nt to this man in affection and l ^umamty,
etic Mfce f°r his great fight for freedo ■ ĵ s(,u8ted and
veined a friend to hear him, and be graying, from 
, 'Ucati, the spectacle of the lion of a m , ,g w\iale, the

aS8’8 skin. Balaam’s donkey, J e9 whicb will tftcur tr, hel, the Resurrection, are all , w^n urieved 
'wet Mememory of men who heard him •M2  buffooneries. "WretX to r—
tjU;

^ e n p q  TT u w » iu  u u u  m m  WI1U KIIOVCU

k sS d  Wittpat, in tbeWew MrABradla»Û  C01uId, bringCH a ^ ’n tticisnl "t the large towns of England, that
t>W,°mau w o  .the difficulty which would arise U tl H.O L . s talnno. * —

!>° ooultl bring, Himaolf u.

hJ? 1 the w a v T " 11 ^ower of Babel, and was 
Wil? . , <)ln the earth to the height which

VAU rvv, • * WU1U K/Liiifr unuciuu i/w
b b . 111 a saw m ill W l? iie  leg  h a d  been  ta k e n  off o n  a‘ 17 .] wmiUi aQd had to como fl . th h

the air to meet the body on the Judgment day; however 
lie could condescend to address these mountebank jokes to 
his audience, was then, and is now, an insoluble mystery. 
He did not act in this way in his debates. How coula he do 
it in his threepenny lectures 1

“ But, the setting of his views ignored, there can, we repeat 
be little doubt that those views and the enforcement of them 
have been of service to the Church. He popularised doubt 
legitimate doubt, necessary doubt, healthy doubt, whose 
existence was amongst the first conditions of growth. That 
which had grown unthinkable to the scholar and incredible 
to the mass of the people he forced the untrained amongst 
the religious public of the working and lower middle classes 
to reconsider, and eventually to abandon in favor of that 
which was more tenable and enduring. His work was 
destructive; he was an iconoclast in very truth; but the 
work of the destroyer is good work very often, and the 
waster, though not in this case the builder, too, nevertheless, 
made the work of the builder at once more necessary and 
more possible. Many uneducated teachers and preachers in 
the churches, and many people of the same class in the 
different denominations, have abandoned silly and dishonor­
ing notions about God and about religion and about the Bible 
because of Bradlaugh’s work ; and after he had helped to 
clear the rubbish away other men have been able to get tp 
work on the erection of a larger and more surely founded 
temple of the living God.

“ Charles Bradlaugh’s work did not die with himself. It 
lives in the direction just indicated, in its service to 
unthoughtful popular religion. But his army of followers 
has dwindled, wo will not sav to a regiment, but to a 
corporal’s guard. His ‘school ’ does not exist. ‘Secularism,’ 
as he defined it, is no more. A ‘Society’ exists; there are 
some meetings held, some papers published; but to all 
practical purposes Bradlaugh-materialism has disappeared 
from our miast. But for the unwise efforts of narrow­
minded religionists in Bradlaugh’s day, his atheistic 
doctrines would never have had the vogue which they came 
to enjoy. And if it were not for foolish and incompetent 
people who try to set forth the evidences of Christianity 
to-uay, it is probable that the few people who still seek to 
propagate Charles Bradlaugh’s negations would fail to 
obtain sufficient gate money to pay for the hire of a hall in 
any town in Britain. His weaknesses and his abuse, of 
strength are gone ; his courage, his sympathy, his goodness, 
live on. He was a great, heroic man, who contended 
valiantly for the faith which had been delivered to him; 
who suffered for his faith, who poured out his life in the 
cause of truth and for love of the right, and who must be 
numbered amongst the true worshippers of the Crucified if 
there be any reality in the saying of his friend, Mazzini,
‘ We worship God by serving Man.’ ”

O u r  R ep l y .
Bradlaugh’s “ services to Christianity ” were not always 

regarded as such. Ardent and sincere Christians used to 
detest his iconoclasm. And they were right. He rendered 
no servico to Christianity—but he did render service to 
Christians. Ho made them ashamed of the worst parts of 
thoir creed. That is, he helped to extinguish Christianity. 
For a religion does not die like a man, all at once ; it 
disappears gradually, and tho worst parts go first. The 
“ service” which Bradlaugh rendered to Christianity, 
therefore, was tho servico of destroying as much of it as 
ho could. Tho rest will go in time.

It is amusing to read that Bradlaugh’s lectures against 
tho Bible were “ beneath contempt.” We always hear that 
from Christians when they aro beaten. Nor will it make a 
Freethinker wild to be told that Bradlaugh was “ a fool to 
talk as he did,” especially when his folly came out in 
laughing at Balaam’s donkey and Jonah’s whale which, 
of course, aro profoundly serious subjects. As for that 
“ wretched witticism ” about tho confusion at Babel, some-
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thing similar occurs in grave old Bishop Hall’s Meditations- 
The “ mountebank joke” about the joining of corporeal 
pieces at the Resurrection seems fair enough in the light of 
the historic doctrine, still held by most of the Churches, of 
the actual resurrection of the human body. The “ insoluble 
mystery” is not in Bradlaugh’s joking, but in grave divines 
teaching the nonsense he ridiculed.

The gentlemen of the pulpit should not set up as critics 
of wit. They read the Bible too much to be good judges. 
They catch its portentous solemnity, and come to regard a 
joke as buffoonery if cracked within a mile of a tabernacle.

Bradlaugh’s work was “ destructive.” Indeed! Is it 
destructive work to pull down foetid slums in great cities 1 
Is it destructive work to fight disease 1 Is it destructive 
work to fell forests and make room for happy homesteads 1 
Is it destructive work to purge the human mind of evil super­
stitions ? Is it destructive work to kill lies ? “ Destruc­
tive ” is a canting expression. In the eternal processes of 
Nature, destruction and construction arc interdependent. 
To rail at the one is to undervalue the other.

It is something, however, to learn that Bradlaugh induced 
many people to “ abandon silly and dishonoring notions 
about God and about religion.” What the superior persons 
at Liverpool overlook is the fact that these silly and dis­
honoring notions were established and inculcated by their 
own Church. It was reserved for the Atheist to remove 
the rubbish set in Man’s path by the friends of God.

The reviewer is mistaken (perhaps he is not mistaken, 
but worse) as to the dwindling of Bradlaugh’s “ followers.” 
It is ridiculous to say that “ some ” meetings are held, and 
“ some ” papers published. Meetings are held all over the 
country, and the Freethinker, at any rate, though increased 
in price, has a considerably larger circulation than the 
National Reformer had at the time of Bradlaugh’s death. 
Of course we miss Bradlaugh. He was a giant, and giants 
are not easily replaced. But we always knew he was 
mortal, and it is only Christians who are silly enough to 
believe that his “ party ”—that is, the Freethought move­
ment—merely existed on his tenure of life.

There is no need to say much about that “ gate money.” 
It is simply too ridiculous to suppose that our foremost 
lecturers could not take money enough to pay for the hire 
of a hall “ in any town in Britain” unless they were 
advertised by Christian Evidencers. If the test is to 
be payment, Secularism simply takes the cake. IIow 
many people, we should like to know, would pay money 
at the door, even to hear the gentlemen who run the 
Liverpool Pulpit 1

It only remains for us to observe that there is something 
peculiarly nauseous in the closing sentences of this reviewer. 
It is positively indecent to tako a great man who fought 
all his lifetime against you, and to pretend that he was on 
your side without knowing i t ; and it is doubly indecent 
when the imbecility is clinched with the dictum of a great 
Freethinker like Mazzini. If there be a God, it may be 
true that he is best worshipped by serving Man. But what 
has this to do with “ the Crucified ”? We tell the reviewer 
and his friends that Bradlaugh had no sort of respect for 
the Jesus Christ of the Gospels, and that he had nothing 
but contempt for the sentimentalists who claim every good 
man, even though he bo a convinced Atheist, as a sound and 
“ true” Christian. Bradlauvh held aloof from them in his 
lifetime, and they only dis.innor themselves by shedding 
maudlin tears over his grave. G. W. FOOTE.

MADAME BLAVATSKY.

( Continued from ]>. 227.)
P rofessor Coues gives the following description of 
Madame Blavatsky as she appeared on her return from 
Europe: “ Except for being immensely obese, in conse­
quence of'her gross habits, she was not a particularly ill- 
favored old witch when I met her in 1881. Remarkably 
small, pretty hands and feet for such a corporosity, though 
with long, dirty nails ; suspicion of pug in the saucy nose; 
pale, restless eyes; flossy, yellow hair, tending to kink; 
Tartar face with high cheek bones, fat chops, and a dewlap, 
the latter always hid by hand or fan in her photographs; 
stature (medium; weight, perhaps, 250 pounds; harsh, 
strident voice; conversation profano and witty; temper 
abominable; odor of tobacco abiding; dress, a sort of
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a compromise between the robes of a Norma and a ro 
nuit. Such is the general impression she made upon 
in 1884, when she was about fifty-three.” , s

The same writer goes on to say : “ The ingredients o 
successful charlatan arc : no conscience, some brains, ® 
courage, great industry, the corrosive sublimate ofse j 
ness, vainglorious ambition, vivid imagination;_ _ 1 il
address, ready resources, monumental mendacity, a . „ 
pious, living faith in the love of mankind for 0 
humbugged.” jj„g

II. P. B. was a born romancer, and delighted in a|]j
the “ flapdoodles,” as she called those she swindic^r^ 
despised. Mabel Collins, who for over a year co-e 
Lucifer with her, said : 1 She taught me one great 1®SS°.V.
I learned from her how foolish, how ‘ gullible,’ how ®  ̂
flattered human beings are, taken en masse. Her con 
for her kind was on the same gigantic scale as _ever) r 
else about her, except her marvellously delicate j ,, 
fingers. In all else she was a big woman; she f
greater power over the weak and credulous, a g t
capacity for making black appear white, a larger "' jor 
more voracious appetite, a more confirmed pass10r those 

ufifor
disrefoftobacco, a more ceaseless and insatiable hatred 

whom she thought to be her enemies, a greater j 
for les convenances, a worse- temper, a greater connua c8 
bad language, and a greater contempt for the in)0 °0 be 
of her fellow beings than I had ever supposed possm 
contained in one person.” . jfetf

Her lies were incessant. Thus she wrote in ^1 :xteOn 
York Graphic, November 13, 1874 : “ When 1 was 1 
years of age they married me to M. Blavatsky- #ge
lie was seventy-three, and I sixteen.” She died <n gjie 
of sixty in 1891, and M. Blavatsky survives hc>- 
says she lived with him three years at Tiflis, abou 
As M. Solovyoff says : “ It was always very easy 1 0lds, 
her lying, as she used constantly to forget her o" 11 ]̂0)-
assertions, and depositions ” (Modern Priestess, ILj^r
With this gentleman, who, as her countryman, . lS 
sacred to her, and who, as a journalist, she was d°^ pee'1

Russia, she appears to 
Some dumi 
Bavaji, her

unfortunate. Some clumsy tricks 1ma(i ant
Hindu, a ^ ,

spread her fame 
particularly
watchful of phenomena, oavaji, uei 
who knew no Russian, confessed that, at her j>lcssCl 
he drew for his edification the words in Russian : „ put-
are they that believe, as said the Great AdeP • tbat 
omitting some letters, it read: “ Blessed are ,• Îd1‘silver bell” was hcauh 0elie.”* One day her famous

says:
a pretty little

I hurried to pick it up, and found in 'Vy 
piece of silver, delicately 'VOJnt;Cn;

id

with f t t fV  not h -*

suddenly something fell beside her on the S10'*̂  l).niaj
ce,

strangely shaped. Helena Petrovna changed cpu^ lCantv’ 
and snatched the object from me. I coughed s'g' 
smiled, and turned the conversation to indifferen cSOiHe

“ Another time I said that I should like to i f 
of the real essence of roses made in India.

“ ‘ I am so sorry,’ she said, ‘ 1 have n0I1,e (i0 not 
do not like strong scents in general, a.n „nU Jtl̂  
them. But I will not guarantee that as f
receive some essence of roses from India, 
speak of, and that very soon.’ ,. (:nctiy Le

“ Watching her from this moment, I t‘is. •s°,:I)g 
her open one of the drawers of her table Il,l'ipl!r h?' ,cd 
thing out. Then, some half-hour later, gjy glipĵ j
walked round me, she very gently and can111 w® 
some little object into my pocket. If I >vbyy jo* 
her every movement, and had not guessoc ly 
that she kept passing round me, I should 1 
have noticed anything. . myjJi.iG5

“ However, I immediately produced li .j : ‘ list*1’ 
a little flat flask, opened it, smelt, and - 0i,i> •
notessenceof roses, Helena Petrovna, but >, but oil
your “ master” has made a mistake.’ , i„to 

“ ‘ Eh, devil take i t !’ she exclaimed, una 
herself.”

fi

discover J]“  , , ,!< <  
r c c e ,»  » %

She even permitted him to 
envelopes, in which the elect used 
the Mahatmas by “ astral post.” - . . w„v ,
‘She tried in vain to speak; sho c°u ( pu(AJd" 

helplessly in her great arm-chair.” Ask01 , tin" 
to the comedy, she exclaimed: “ But, then, 1 ,icsi>’sC-t; tfi. 
nothing but dike in all the world, you m\is (j <lccc 
“ Why so ?” he replied. “ There is ,decelh0^ f
there is trickery and trickery! To play

* This Bavaji was the Babajee said by Simict1 
years with the Mahatmas.

to M*
b«1-ei>
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s . crowds follow you, to interest the learned, to found 
p. ,tles la distant lands, to start an entire movement- 
aia ̂  r̂aci°u s! Why, it is so out of the common that I 
ncv®nr!lPt;ured at you against my will. In all my life I have 
I >li if16*" so extraordinary a woman as you, and I am sure 
eXcla' never meet another.” In great excitement she 
cooH1116̂  : “ ^es’ yon have a very warm heart, and a very 
CaUi ; it was not for nothing that we met ” ; and, after 
on- . ? IJlcott an ass and a blockhead. “ If you will oidy

we°ome to i, -o my aid, we will astonish the world between us 
s all have everything in our hands.”

“What is one to do,” she said, “when in order to rule 
m°n it is necessary to deceive them, when m order to 
Persuade them to let themselves be driven where you 
un y°u must promise them and show them playthings .

suppose my books and the Theosophist had been a 
•'housand times more interesting and more serious, do 
y°u imagine I should have had any sort of success 
fnywhere, if behind all that there had not been the 
Phenomena’? 1 should have done simply nothing. 1 

Should have long ago starved to death. They would 
have crushed me, and it would never have even 
°ccurred to anyone to think that I too was a living 
creature, that I too must eat and drink.must eat and drink. But 1 have 
"'“Bt 'ong since learnt to understand these dear people, 
ant! their stupidity sometimes affords me unbounded 
satisfaction. Why, you are ‘ not satisfied with my 
Phenomena; but do you know that almost invariably 
the more simple, the more silly, and the more gross the 
Phenomenon,’ the more likely it is to succeed . 1 ma.y 

you such stories about this some day as will split 
your sides with laughter, indeed they will. The vast 
Majority of people who are reckoned clever by tliem- 

ke ves and others are inconceivably silly. If you only 
new how many lions and eagles in every quarter ot
,le globe have tu rned  in to  n t m v  whiofln amobedie; ' e turned into asses at my whistle, and 

the'tune*!  ̂" a^ e<1 their- great ears in time as I piped

J. M. W heeler.
( To he concluded.)

Wh a t
IS MEANT b y  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e  ?

IT j ( Concluded from page 228.)
hrtu’ y® tl'hik, rather unfortunate that we have no otlie 
tions 0{ the place of “ law ” as describing the open
a “ law; iatT -  T he word is so generally associated wit 
"ature f 1V01.' that its true meaning, when applied t 
t-he phr‘.S mJfun<̂ erstood. The late G. H. Lewes suggeste 
r̂®ss the 1 the methods of nature,” as that would “ e> 

to resnlt,1/1, al°ug which the activities of nature traveller 
cCUrse ralh en°mena)‘” The Duke of Argyll, who is, c 
“eiju '0f  , ler orthodox upon this subject, admits, in hi 
n°thiu» r,fm ' that the word “ law,” in many cases, mean

1>rofe,J,01 ?Ttlun “ an observed order of facts” (p. GG). Wr i t e s r HuxW  uj- '
N k i  ‘‘A lav, -Uct 0f  iaw °t nature, in the scientific sense, is th 
e Mch come ,l na°nta  ̂ operation upon the facts of natui 
J *  ontsi,i„ !?' or .oni' observation, and has no more cxis 
diking. , e mind than colour has.............Scientificallit

the the acme of absurdity to talk of a m;i
fin...... Vi OL aosui'i arm. 1

- me law of gravitation w^cu. working throi'c 
"eva\ store of energy in the un tQ bring th°

ï ^ i a l  matter is, doulitless tendu h ̂  vgy wlm
"*'W n ; but the particular fraction o tt^  ^  mU8CnI 
.Wovking through certain of Ins no cnergy t*1’’ 

gans is tending to drive it up, an ’ ;n the downw 
feuded on the arm in the upward tha 252 and -53 
TVî u0"’ arm goes up according > nes8 that la" 
not 1 r°iessor points out with gyea ' :nadvertently c 
i t  ®a?se. fee says -, “ Law is life a *»

ln ^e sense of cause, just a .
Te is m"*” '"11

„ . n„ • ----- 1 “a in common mo a r,
hitll !' hi poiut oflsf eonipelled by the law to do so and s 
L •to do it ... , act, all ho means is that the law ordeA' . m u0 if ' 'k‘ met, ......... ...... J  BBC u.u ia>v orut

v 't- \y (, ’ ,ln< tells him what will happen if he does n
hear of bodies falling to tho groin

e., Piy the 10, laws ot gravitation, whereas that law
Vh0’ they ,Vi;ord °t the fact that, according to till oxpei

ll'nds 0t e so fallen (when free to move), and on tl . . p reasn.>«i.i
an hahh,0lîabl° expectation that they will so ...
cWa,0f e. thin.,- • u?e ol the word ‘ law,’ in tho souse 

’ erises tĥ ’ 'S • T most a mark of pseudo-science ;
thtings of thoso who have appropriati

the forms of science without knowing anything of its 
substance ” (pp. 254 and 255).

To make the true meaning of natural law clear, we give 
the words of Mr. M. J. Savage, who, in his Morals of 
Evolution, says : “ Natural law is simply a phrase that we 
use to express the relations in which persons, things, forces 
stand to each other, or the mutual influences ivhich they exert 
upon each other, by virtue of what they are. It means the 
constant universal relations between persons, things, and 
forces. Take, for example, ourselves as members of society. 
Certain men, women, and children are what they are; 
and they are together, in certain relations in society. 
What we mean by the natural law of society, then, are the 
duties and responsibilities that spring out of these natural 
and necessary relations. Take it into the region of things 
to make it clearer. Suppose I have here, in some jar or 
vessel, the chemical ingredients which, brought together in 
certain proportions, will result in forming a crystal. What 
I mean by tho natural law of crystallisation is that, if I 
bring these chemical ingredients together after this fashion, 
a crystal will always he the result. They stand in such a 
relation to each other that, being what they are, they must
crystallise. They cannot help doing so.............It is a law
of my body that, if I am to live, I must keep my body at 
a certain temperature. It must have food; it must be 
preserved from hurtful influences of all kinds. The laws 
of life, in other words, must he obeyed. If I break these 
laws and become diseased, that is the first step towards 
death. If I carry the breach of these laws beyond a 
certain point, death itself ensues, and must ensue. Take it 
in regard to intelligence; for it holds true in these higher 
realms of life, just as well as in the lower. If a man is 
to grow up an intelligent, instructed, educated being, there 
must be a certain amount of development of his brain ; if 
that fails, he is an idiot. If, after he has become an 
intelligent being, these laws of the brain are broken, he is 
insane. There are laws of thought, of study, of the pursuit 
of intelligence in this department of the world or th at; 
and if a man fails to keep these, his brain as a physical 
organ may be perfect, but he will be ignorant. There are 
vast realms of truth and beauty, the threshold of which 
his foot will never cross. Bring it up into the realm of 
the moral nature. Precisely the same thing holds true. 
There are moral laws that a man, if he is to be a moral 
being, must keep. If he ceases to keep these, he ceases to 
be a moral being; his moral nature is dead; he is an im­
moral man” (pp. 1G5-167).

We presume it will now he seen, even by the most 
superficial reader, that what is meant by law (when the 
term is used in its proper sense) is not that it is a command 
from some being “ who rules and regulates the destinies of 
men,” but that it refers to tho order of natural operations, 
the method of cause and effect. Theologians have cor­
rupted the correct signification of this, as they have of 
many other words; and one of the many useful services 
now being rendered by science and secular philosophy is 
that of rescuing language from the misinterpretation so 
often given to it by theology. The old notion, that events 
are produced by some power higher than the ordinary law 
of cause and effect, is being rapidly given up by men of 
scioncc. The self-potency of nature is becoming more and 
more recognised as our knowledge of its power increases. 
There is less inclination to-day than there was to rob 
nature of those capabilities to which it is justly entitled. 
As Mr. Moncurc D. Conway observes : “ What we need is 
harmony with nature—harmony with its laws, that we 
may have health; sympathy with its beauty, that we may 
he pure ; obedience to its conditions, that we may command 
its forcos and inspire them with human purpose. In 
nature is the constancy which is our dependence .and our 
development; in it the potentiality, reason, which is our 
oidy source of wisdom; in it the love which attends the 
living from tho cradle to the grave. Ignorance can see it 
only as chaos in one ago, accursed in another; superstition 
can find hut terror in its laws, and hope only in their 
fancied overthrow by arbitrary thaumaturgy of omnipo­
tence ; but wherever tho mind of man flowers, nature 
flowors in responso, filling every sense with beauty, giving 
mind and heart their deeper satisfaction, steadily incar­
nating every pure ideal.”

Among the less informed believers in theology two 
conceptions of law and nature still obtain. I he one is, 
that tho universe was created by a supreme being, who, 
having made it, set it going, and keeps it in order, like a
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watchmaker does a watch that he has manufactured. The 
other conception is that God, having made the world and set 
it in motion, leaves it to regulate itself by general laws, 
which he has endowed nature with. The latter view is taken 
even by some men of science who belong to the old school; 
they think this idea of Providence enables them to get over 
the difficulties attending the belief in God’s special inter­
ference with the operations of nature. Thus they jump at 
the conclusion that there is a law-maker, and an intelligent 
producer of life. They further assume that intelligence can 
only come from intelligence, and that life can only proceed 
from life. This is about as scientific a statement as that 
of the man who is reported to have said that he who drives 
fat oxen must himself be fat. Scientifically, when ve  
speak of life, motion, and intelligence, we do not mean that 
they are things, any more than the laws are which record 
their action. What might have existed before, or what 
may exist beyond nature, it is not the function of science 
to attempt to determine. The laws of nature are not in 
any way affected by what may or may not be exterior to 
nature. At the same time, to us it appears obvious that 
science, as a foreteller of events, would be impossible if 
there existed any power outside nature that could interfere 
with the operations upon which the calculations are based. 
If God constantly interfered in nature, nothing would be 
certain; and if the speculations of theology could be 
verified, science would be impossible.

We believe, then, to use Tyndall’s phrase, in the “stability 
of natural law,” and we learn that incessant change is the 
“ order” of nature; and as these changes are interminable, 
so likewise are cause and effect, which are names that 
record the operations of all existing things.

Charles W atts.

A MISSIONARY DISGRACE.

( From the “New York Post.”)
Mr. Thomas G. Shearman made the result of missionary 
work in Hawaii the subject of some remarks at tho last 
Friday night’s prayer-meeting in Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn. He began by saying that more than a year ago 
he told Dr. Abbott that, in his opinion, the proceedings in 
Hawaii reflected great discredit, not only upon the American 
name generally, but especially upon our American mis­
sionaries and the Congregational Church which had sent 
them there, and seemed generally disposed to sustain the 
actions of the missionaries’ sons, and that, “ had Mr. Becker 
been still alive, I felt perfectly certain that he would long 
ago have expressed from Plymouth pulpit most emphatic 
opinions upon this subject; that he would never have 
allowed a weaker race to be practically enslaved by white 
Americans—especially Congregationalists and sons of Con­
gregational missionaries—without making a protest which 
would have been heard all over the land.”

Mr. Shearman continued: “ I then said in substance 
that seventy years ago the American Board of Foreign 
Missions sent a few Congregational missionaries to the 
Sandwich Islands, who were received by the people with 
enthusiasm. They did not really have to convert the 
people, for they were all re' A’ for conversion. Tho chiefs 
and the people threw away their idols, and embraced Chris­
tianity with all their hearts. So complete was their trust 
in the missionaries that, practically, all government was 
placed under missionary control, and the missionaries and 
their sons or their nephews had ever since had the practical 
government of the islands.

“ What had been the result? They found 130,000 
people there, and now they report that thcro aro only 
34,000. But of these 34,000 they recently reported that 
18,000 were members of the Congregational Churches—a 
larger proportion of Church members than can bo found in 
any other Protestant country in tho world. Tho mission­
aries boasted that those natives were better educated, 
better behaved, and more peaceablo, orderly, and religious, 
in proportion to their numbers, than the people of many 
parts of the United States. Tho triumph of religion, and 
especially of Congregationalism, in Hawaii, was made the 
subject of endless boasts by missionaries and managers 
of missions, and was made tho ground of appeals to 
American Christians for fresh subscriptions and aid for 
missionary work.

---------------------------------------------------- -------- - " )
“ Suddenly their whole tone changed. The missionary 

sons and some returned missionaries vehemently asset  ̂
that the native Hawaiians were filthy and ignorant, an 
debased, licentious, and idolatrous race, utterly unfit t° , 
trusted with liberty, but must be kept under tho c0!1 i 
of a firm and unscrupulous, but pious, Congregate 
despotism. e„

“ Assuming this to be true, then, the result of bet'« ^  
fifty and sixty years’ unbroken missionary governing1 
these islands has been that the population has been red 
in numbers by three-quarters, and that these three-qua 
are as debased, licentious, and brutal as they were 
the missionaries began their labors, and that the " 
missionary enterprise has been a disgraceful failure. ^  

“ Meanwhile, there are some other facts wln0“^ ,  
missionaries do not mention, but which cannot be l̂sPuffaS 
During the fifty years the government of these islands^^ 
under missionary influence most of the natives  ̂
deprived of their rights in the land, excepting * 
27,000 acres, and all the rest was divided among the ° 
the chiefs, and the families and friends of the mission ^  

“ The missionaries’ sons and their associates boas 
they own four-fifths of all the property of the is ‘ 
Nearly all tho rest is owned by tho descendants o 
former chiefs. The great mass of the people own n0ff0Uld 
The missionary government, finding that the natives ^  
not work for less than 25 cents a day, complained 0f

April 21,^895^

> v tr ui n iwi i uiou visiiuo tv — - (
want of labor, and insisted on the importation of .sC°TuCiing 
thousands of the scum of the human race, inC c6) 
Chinese and what are called Portuguese, a mongic ^  
who never saw Portugal, but who speak ®0IllC „pet 
resembling the language of that country. In this n̂ ilt{ye 
the missionaries’ sons cut down the wages of the 
Hawaiians, and compelled them to work on their ^  
plantations at such rates as seemed good to their ma.gjaBds 

“ Before the missionaries gained control of the 1 ‘ 0f 
leprosy was unknown. But with tho introduc i my 
strange races leprosy established itself and to 
increased. An entire island was very properly d°v enture 
the lepers. No Protestant missionary would ,,o 
among them. For this I do not blame them, ‘ ’ e]f. 
doubt, I should not have had tho courage to go ' tbe 
But a noble Catholic priest consecrated his h'e 
service of the lepers, lived among them, baptise ¡nto 
educated them, and brought some light and happ111
their wretched lives. 0,ic

“ Stung by tho contrast of his example, the, 
remaining missionary, a recognised and paid agent . r. 
American Board, spread broadcast the vilest s,la ^  
against Father Damien. Ho said that Father DamlC 
dirty. Much good missionaries can do among » "'/froi” 
and degraded people if they hold themselves aloo t0 
those who arc dirty ! Did the apostles take care 110 0f 
touch the dirty hands or sit against tho dirty c‘° t yjle 
their early converts ? He accused the good father 0 . ,,¿1 
practices. But the vileness was in tho Gongreg* 
missionary’s mouth, not in the Catholic missionary (j,p

at! &and under threats of exposuro and legal p>inr i s h m e ^

Congregational missionary sneaked out of the
stillYet, after he had degraded himself in tho oyes ̂  sy] 

decent man, he remains, if la m  correctly inform ,’0f 
well-paid, well-housed, comfortably-carcd-for ageÎ  ,Lrdon 
American Board in Hawaii. Of course, he is ‘ ^
annexationist. drê s

“ And now tho very same men who by hm* agaiaSi 
thousands have protested with pious indignatm ent0 
the Southern States for their practical disfranc m ^  tbe' 
the Southern negroes, who are, by tho confess 0̂ ^¡ph t^wiu ouuouern negroes, wno are, uy mo w»»»— . 
own best men, vastly below tho moral standai < . ¡isvMin uvou uiisii, uiovi y nuu  >* uuu muim fpfl »* , til
Hawaiian missionaries have, until lately, ^r^nth"5' ^  
peculiar attribute of tho converts, aro full ot 
over what, with bitter irony, is called tlm c‘
votoînlo88 he Î ï n r o i  !0n°°th>in which no p
the possession of xrj OOOiÎiV^'n WOuld, bü ° iv h î>  °°"

a x  r t  r%  15
b Æ Ü T S Î S Ï ^ S on of the

Ï Ï p - . n  y  S S ? 7 S S S S Shaving got 1? “ tever. to elect tho prosicl««U ̂
appointed Mr lw  ,n ° ^î10 constitutional convent ' ¡^
and just so niudi'1° )̂resident, 10 ¿old ollico for 31 J so much longer as the senate and assem b ly  ^
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O' UU a OUlAiCOOUi y restricting the choice, even 
o 0 SUch persons as should be agreeable to a majority

Ihen °i il̂ reo 0,1 a successor

of 5® s?nat,e> which will be elected by about two hundred 
K ^ nchest men on the island.

PUni u°-r do they stop here. They passed laws, severely 
of ti .lnS anyone who dares to speak disrespectfully of any 
an . lr tligh Mightinesses. Anyone, whether a native or 
GoVemerican’. "’I'0 dares to say that this Republican 
aries’UimCnt *s not Republican, or that any of the mission- 
lluvv, ?.ons who deign to govern the barbarous Christians of 
termaUf ilre n°t well fitted for the post, is liable to a long 

“ A° i1InPr ŝonment and a heavy fine, 
and t h 1 ^et’ after aH) though they have the government 
hand- °^aWB ancl the courts and the juries all in their own 
sign hey are afraid to trust any of them, and on the first 
all the a arnij ancl before a blow was struck, they shut up 
P'oiis rtC0Urts and proclaimed martial law. And this is our 
of SeVe, V ,re8'ltion;d missionary Republic. This is the fruit 
8°vernmetitCarS '̂onSreSational teaching and missionary

barbam!] n°"̂  ^ *s proposed to annex this island, with its 
beathpn1 ru. idolatrous, dirty, debased Congregational1\/T (.vhRTOfir» ̂  -JI-1 . T 1 i 1 1 .1 1“il ___ vxou«wo  ̂ e^ thousand, Christian idolaters, and the one an(j  t0 bring 

engolians and half-bred Portuguese to bo , tQ help
‘‘mto our Republic as one of the Sta » has voted
Severn us\ Already one branch o § cable for this 
0 expend $500,000 in beginning to lay about

Purpose, which, of course, ^ ^ f S e a d v  incurred to 
' • >000,000 more, in addition to tha a ‘ country of 
tn> le  Hawaiian to plant sugar a t a cost to this 
W0.000.00ft ■ ■taken out of the public treasury and put into
V g o H a V  °j the planters to enable 

and half-bred Portugu
them to employ

mese. '

As
f r e e  w il l .

— -—  . . tbc effect tha'SERTions are ever made by CbUB̂ gbelievo as wo P^aS°(
'Ve have a free will to believe or di actually deser
atlA that that is the chief reason why Gospels a s j j
fernal damnation if wo do not accept ^  SQ t0 speak
^ th . So that the question of free n0 free wi
the foundation of Christianity ; {or> £  t  punish us '

choose, a just and a good God wd ^  there he n
f'erlasting torment for rejecting i  • V  and Christia
.ch, we need no Savior to save us yor the rohgt° • ■
.sgene. To illustrate their theory, ^..„ability °f cb°0h cstance our power oi reflection am c l 1 ,

” be denied * *  « £  %
V er  animals, have a will; vnthout *  y. free0- j  
Perforin a single conscious action- fs the '
fher words, is there nothing stron®.-, But behind tlV.ch bids me take up my pen and write- 
' is the feelin" '••viehr I write But bchinc ... ,H> my pen and wnW. ¿csire .

ia the feeling, whether i t  be a f8 tho w
.R a t io n ,  or love to my fellow tnem ^  ̂  {cCU
or tV>ds me fetch water, but behind b  but belli
j! The will bids my tongue .to s\ - ^  impartr
n, e desire or necessity, as the case ma„ > all caus- 
W  &\ts t0  ethers. The will is not the ca ai

V y  aa effect of a cause. I t is f ^ g v e ,  force dom inating, but tho secondary and execuu

. - o r  have you " b(.(1. y have the power of reflection. u frfcnd, a.
out with a dog, in company wi companion 

iw. no you part with your
oh
Uhi]
;rotn
Vved r

*twal MU as
— iQrn * *■ — j  \J ill tuuipiwuuiij i/J

fniu °he to AUn on ’•he spot for several minutes, lookii 
{ le other, and finally take his chc’-’“ OT 

’Ofih ais Will is °U ‘ the dog not reflecting'!
’ lttbf f W ed; at last it yields to the

t; -OlV

k Voasd,
_ _IVU»V»U6 ' ^-triCP “  suspended ; a t last it yields to the great 

v ̂ fccidp 1 his legs carry him in the direction
V  m V otake-

of man. It submi
to Co fading ll̂ ri' e. p or instance, I am sitting 

id ...c°htroi f been» .... , 0j, ,'“‘6- i  begin to feel fidgety, and tho more 
C -.at last W  fecHugs the more my uneasiness increase 
0> t e. SV h mako UP ^ y  mind to go for a walk. Still 
}J(A strive8 tf!°v-;’'rc two contending forces in my min 
thn n hie V bmd me to tho book, tho other scoks 
got ̂ hient l • 1Ilt° tho free air. Finally the latter, 

0htside. ..CU'K the stronger thought, conquers. Havn 
er mental struggle begins as to win

Ue . »’ aiiotfi,

road to take. At first I think of road No. 1, but another 
influence steps in and reminds me of the fact that it is full 
of people, and therefore affords an unpleasant walk. 
Accordingly I select another and more quiet route. But 
presently I remember that this road is blocked on account 
of a fire. I walk towards a third direction; but all at 
once another objection enters my mind. I see a person 
whom I know standing at the corner; I know that he is a 
talkative man, I am in a thoughtful mood, and I don’t 
wish to be disturbed nor detained. I stop and consider 
about another route, when suddenly it begins to rain, 
which circumstance results in a final turn of mind and 
prevents me from going altogether.

Thoughts originate like the seeds of a flower. They are 
formed of nature; appear and disappear. Whence they 
come and whither they go, we know not. They arise, like 
bubbles of the sea, linger for a time, struggle and conquer, 
or submit to others, and the final victor we superficial- 
mindedly term “ the will,” although, had the ensuing action 
been delayed, and the fight been prolonged for another 
second, perchance a final shock of thought-electricity might 
have weighed down the scale; then that would have been 
called “ the will,” the reasoner would have been judged 
differently, and the act would have been omitted or have 
been a different one. And, moreover, it is the grossest 
violation of logic to say that man has a free will, for “ will ” 
is thought, and thought is the man himself. Without it he 
is a dead lump of flesh, on a level with other “ dead ” matter. 
How can the will be free when it is subjected to natural 
laws in the moral, intellectual, and material spheres, of 
which we know nothing 1 To my mind, it is as clear as 
daylight that it is nothing of the kind, and it is well nigh 
time that this nonsensical talk about free will ceased.

If the will of man is psychologically not the strongest 
power, still less has it the supreme control over the mind 
at the time the character is being moulded. Every 
Christian knows—although few will admit it—if not 
steeped in ignorance or entirely spell-hound with the lies 
of prejudice, that the origin of man’s character can be 
traced back to certain causes—viz., heredity, education, 
environment, and circumstances in later life; and I shall 
not here take the trouble to analyse it in its details : partly 
because the space is valuable, and partly because anyone can 
select piles of verification thereof for himself, if he will take 
pains to think and look around.

It is useless to point out men who have risen above 
their surroundings, and sa y : “ Lo, it can be done!” 
Perhaps they have had more favorable opportunities; 
maybe even that they have been furnished by nature with 
a stronger will. The utterance itself is an admission of 
the fact that what I have stated is the rule. Rules 
which always will follow the same ordor we have accus­
tomed ourselves to consider as laws of nature, and as such 
they cannot he broken. When I hold up my hand the 
law of gravitation is not broken, only other forces are in 
operation as well. When a man here and there rises 
above his environment or education a “ law ” is not broken, 
but other circumstances counteract it. But these circum­
stances rarely step in.

Now, wo are told that, when we reach the ago of 
maturity, a free will is developed, which we are to exercise 
to discriminate between good and evil. But the same 
folks who tell us this admit that they continually sin 
overy day, despite that they will not, and St. Paul himself 
says: “ Tho good which I will, I do not, and the evil 
which I will not, that I do.” Further, if you inquire into 
tho life of tho blackest criminal, behind whom the doors 
of tho prison have closed, or whose neck has been stretched 
by the hangman’s rope, you will always find natural causes 
in his nature, environment, or surroundings that drove him 
to be what ho became.

Tho process of rejecting Christianity is regarded by 
Christians as tho act of a man who voluntarily stands up 
to defy a God whom he believes in. A more silly idea 
cannot bo conceived. The process of thinking is no 
subject of volition at all. The belief that it was has, for 
centuries, boon tho cause of much persecution, massacre, 
and bloodshed. It was tho father of the rack, the stake, 
tho tlnunbscrow, and all the other terrible instruments of 
tho Inquisition. None but the man who has undergone 
tho change of passing from faith to reason can realise what 
a heartrending and prolonged struggle it is. None bat he 
who has passed from Christianity to scepticism can com-
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prehend how many tears it costs, how many sleepless nights 
it claims, and how much courage is required, before all 
the prejudices, which have been implanted into the pliable, 
juvenile mind, are worn off, before all the fondly-cherished 
illusions are broken, before all the ghastly fears of eternal 
torment as a punishment for doubt are expelled, and before 
all the long-nourished errors are exploded. Bit by bit 
they go, impelled by the light of reason, or, if you will, 
the thoughts continually force their way irresistibly into 
one direction, volition being entirely out of the question. 
The thinker thinks himself into Freethought, but he can­
not think himself out of it again.

It is true that some persons pass through the ordeal of 
scepticism, but return to the old faith ; and they will tell 
you that it was through exercising the will to pray, and 
that the prayer helped them. This is untrue. It is 
because prejudice and fear ultimately proved to be stronger 
than the element of originality, reason, and mental 
independence. Nay, more ; what shall we say about the 
many millions who are born, live, and die in non-Christian 
countries, and who never hear, through no fault of their 
own, of the Christian religion ? Are they, too, to be 
judged according to the Biblical injunction: “ He who 
believeth shall be saved, and he who believeth not shall be 
damned”? Have they a will of their own to accept or 
reject Christianity without being introduced to it ? What 
about the little innocent children who die before they are 
baptised, and before they are capable of believing anything ? 
Will an all-good God turn his back upon them ? Are they 
also to be subjected to eternal damnation ? Have we net 
heard enough of this fiendish and monstrous doctrine to be 
sick and tired to the very core of our hearts ?

J . K. M aa g a a r d .

(To be concluded.)

A C I D  D R O P S .

The Rev. J. Moffat Logan gained a good deal of local 
notoriety by his debate with Mr. Foote. It was a fantastic 
debate from one point of view, for Mr. Logan would not 
discuss whether Jesus Christ did rise from the dead, but 
only how the Christians came to believe he did. Mr. Logan 
said he would be a child of folly—that is, a fool—if he dis­
cussed the fact of the Resurrection; and we quite agreed 
with him. ___

Since that debate Mr. Logan has been holding “ popular ” 
meetings, with a certain allowance of discussion, in his 
chapel. By this means, without knowing it, he is under­
mining the faith of a good many young people.

Mr. Logan makes a great pretence of fairness, but we are 
afraid that this quality in his case is but superficial. We 
remember the satisfied smile upon his face, during the 
debate, when his followers brutally interrupted Mr. Foote. 
We also remember some other things that need not Vie men­
tioned. And it does not surprise us to learn that Mr. Logan 
has taken advantage of the Oscar Wilde case to strike an 
unfair blow at Secularism.

This is what we are informed Mr. Logan said from his 
pulpit on Sunday, April 8 : “ Oscar Wilde ! . . . . 1 wonder 
the fire of Sodom and Got. >rrah did not fall and devour 
him ! . . . . There’s a specimen of Secular culture ! . . . . 
Only Christianity can keep us moral.”

Now we have to remark, first of all, that this is a damnable 
thing to say about a man who is awaiting his trial. It is a 
plain statement, though in indirect language, that the man 
is guilty. Mr. Logan plays the part of judge and jury in 
anticipation, and almost calls upon God Almighty to execute 
the sinner.

Only Christianity cau make us moral ! Well, it takes 
something more than Christianity to make us just.

Mr. Logan assumes that Oscar Wilde is an Agnostic. 
Many of his poems, however, display an opposite tendency. 
We do not say he is a Christian, we only say that wo should 
like to have Mr. Logan’s reason for assuming him to be a 
Freethinker.

But the Marquis of Queensberry is an Agnostic. He was 
actually excluded from the House of Lords on that account. 
Mr. Logan should therefore explain whether it was 
Agnosticism or Christianity that made Lord Queensberry so 
honorably anxious about the morality of his sou.

Oscar Wilde is not yet proved guilty of the chai'geS 
brought against him. Mr. De Cobain, however, ex-menib1-’' 
for Belfast, wan found guilty of unnatural offences aI! 
sentenced to imprisonment. He was a shining light i® 
Belfast religious circles, and actually held a young ®eIL 
Bible Class at his own house. Was this man “ a specimen0 
Secular culture”?

Mr. Logan would do well to reflect that most yo»g
>eople in this country first learn of the crime committee

the references to it ,
What an n-onr

)e Cobain from the Bible. Some of 
Seripture are unspeakably disgusting.
The very book which alone make children grpwfirstvirtuous is the book which too often gives them their 
suggestions of beastliness.

Only Christianity can keep us moral ! Why the bign®̂  
this country are all Christians. The, f j^rogues m 

“ Liberator ” fraud perpetrated by pious scouim
,ter?with the active assistance of hundreds of Christian min*s' 

in all parts of the kingdom. “ Jabez ” himself is a o 
tian.

The Parnellite speaks out on the witch-burning c:l'e [t 
Clonmell in a way which the priests will little re is lcruel 
asks: “ What has Christianity accomplished when 
superstition can stalk abroad like this, and when a1rc'(,<\di0>
crime can be perpetrated upon a sick woman by those ^  
by all the laws of God and nature, were most bound w  
and cherish her ? Are the priests too busy looking 
registration of votes and the collection of Whig a ,j jp' 
stamp out such barbarous ignorance?” We would 1 0f 
Parnellite that Christianity, by its doctrine of possess ^  
devils, distinctly countenances the barbarous ignoran 
cruel superstition that led to Bridget Cleary’s death.

During the last four years tho Roman Catholic Lhu|4je,.i 
the United States has added 2,000 churches to her n alld 
and increased her communicants by 1,243,568. L'1S pjs- 
South German emigration only partly account to )Ublic> 
The Church preaches in the confessional and “Uhiiof!
“ Increase and multipfy,” as a means of eventually att*1 
to power. ___  ,

The Rev. Mr. Jessop, a Baptist minister at ^
Alabama, fell to the floor in spasms, while in the j jn o®® 
his sermon, and died in a few minutes. He jia , y tb® 
pocket bread poisoned with strychnine, to des \vhî ' 
sparrows in his garden, and in the other sugar wl. b0 
he cleared his throat during tho sermon. By 1111 
swallowed the poisoned bread instead of tho sugat-

-----  , . , Jr""
Prince Kropotkin points out in the Times t th®

baiting is as severe in Russia as ever. Not only " 
Jews not allowed to attend the public hospitu ̂ oCeS01 
recent decree prohibits them resorting to the pr . ere. 
Don, Kuban, and Terek to use the mineral waters

„.¿tie*
In the January number of the Theosophist a, writej  ̂ si®11.

arg1:
th at Mrs. Besant is a reincarnation of H ypatia. to0
larities in the two characters, it is sagely assert®  jpypatk1 
striking tô  belong to two different personages.^
was beautiful, ancf so is Mrs. Besant; Hypatia was 
and so is Mrs. Besant; Hypatia was persecute ""¡t 
enemies, and so has been Mrs. Besant; what m ¡jet1
_____  ___  fCiOV/v--

mere is, however, one small hitch *'
that aper.

to have given a little trouble to the complaC.®̂ tun»te*;: 
Hypatia was unmarried, while Mrs. Besant, un: j  
is not. But this is easily and gracefully expku allo'v e 
for Mrs. Besant, on the same authority, though 8,1 ..mu 
herself to be led to the matrimonial altar, and to i , 
the sacred formula, never loved her husband, 
surely cry, “ Save me from my friends.”

The laS *’11

II. B. Foulke, who claims that Blavatsky nl?>, 
accessor, calls W. Q. Judge “ an exposed frau >successor, „

Mrs. Besant has been in delusion ana error.

An American paper says: “ Mrs. Jessie ^ .. w 
recently threw herself upon a railroad track, ■ lw ^  
Bn.lc clutched in each hand, called upon God 1 
heaven, has been adjudged insane, and will oe iVt e

>0

«g&l

asylum .” If orthodoxy  bo true, and the Chris 
goes to a heaven of bliss, w e can’t see w h y  the •

t i» 111 
ubo'''

lit»11i-e»
be an evidence of insanity. It only shows 
believer in the creed.”

Ananias has been caught again. A writer 
Life reports him as saying the old English 1 I 0(j a

if®*

slow and bigoted that they never u.u‘‘U‘0ut 
a Nonconformist.” The writer P° • ,:stcr, l i t ,  

Rev. Gwenogfryn Evans, a Unitarian nil* f - ..jFqr___ i.i i P • J i .... J/i.rrCO v i•firffl’

SO
upon

CK
Ufe 

ïbKei
recf  J»

jm the University the honorary degree 
AndKM ° p Ut *ria «“«neat services to Weis 
A nd tho Rev. James Martineau, the veterah

i i< ;lead*
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yearf0)6̂  thought among the Unitarians, received some 
Sa)nr, TT the complimentary degree of D.C.L. from the§?» Un

rnfc__
ridge have delighted to honor.”

W ? 1Ver.sifcy- A. long list may be drawn up of eminent 
Ca1nb1ij(. rmi sts whom the Universities of Oxford and

transi°r/  Loyd, in the New York Truthseeker, gives a 
tL u.a , ! °f the first chapter of Genesis, rendering 
full (,f Llohim by “ the gods.” He says : “ The Bible is 
niodp- Polytheism, in spite of the efforts of ancient and 

m Priests to establish monotheism.”

niethorl^^0? °i Worcester has found out that the proper 
of marking the Easter season is the ancient practicettiakinave lln-T  offerings to the clergy. The bishops, of course, 
al\Vays Jjjjties towards their poorer brethren, Dut they are

g on the laity to shell out.

oung men who would succeedinhusi,? ! offer has advised young men »uu wuuiu suoueuu 
to thisU>TS to ln* regular at church. In that way, according 
their e, i'v  ̂°rk ecclesiastic, they can win the favor of 
^ 1̂  T ,yers alRl expect to outstrip, in the race for 
?bsentin,r rue wlj° are irregular at church or regular in 
for goin f  aheiuselves. This is a very lofty motive indeed 
to the ,ng ,. c“urch. It is, moreover, we fancy, very similar 

otives that do animate attendants.
Iq ) _______
t̂rano-p'e? lvo Worlds Mr. A. F. Colborne trots out “ The 

this stra?„ ly Mrs. Veal” as a proof of Spiritism. Now 
Baniei b f e st°ry was written by that eminent romancer, 
°£ CoPies nf n aSia Preface to, and in order to sell, a number 
ll°tget Jy ¡J/'dincourt on Death, which the publisher could 
^Paritinn. Us “ands. One would think bogus stories of 
t'le SDonv S. r , re 8carco to fall back on this old stuff, whereas 

mal Society offers an abundant supply.

^rested al n ts', Gal ten, Christi; 
p o t i o n  0hi°!

ian scientists, have 
on a charge of manslaughter in.. ii uVi rv/i liX*»**0101 1-10 . C

—vn with the death of Lila iiead, ̂ '^ to ^ p a r e n ts  
pressm an Honk. They th e rie l"heved, that “ the prayer of faith slial

Bishop of London has been called upon t l q^vorced of God, and prevent the re-mamage oii.„i- •Mark’s W\T?b ,tabes place on April 27. Tlie minister of St.
‘ I the

lend the

- 'm e s  "NT ------------~  wxi AAJJ1.XJ. £ H .  X llO  1111111.3 DO I. '

c?rernonv g r1 Aualey-street, refused to perform 
c*1ttrch m n ,, bn0 bishop has advised him to lent 

 ̂ ne Rev. G. H. Smith, who is willing to do sitjM _ __ __
^  Z Cord of Christian Work (New York) says : “.Forty 
buiWl  ̂ that the average church member 111 the 

tli» a ês C0UW spare last year out of his abundance to 
°̂ok 7 the uttermost parts of the earth ! It

? W n * ;„ C? UrCh mem bers to  S linw i’K r»rh!i!^arv W ° U me,Sbera to support one ordained foreig: 
 ̂0n8 for wn ' ,Yet fche heathen are going to he 

Ti
5 »  »f

Nvanf i iuu going to hell
oi a chance of rejecting the gospel.

„ ■ “““"«w, ot Cincinnati, says: For each
It'5*' die Avv,6 -u tb() foreign field during the past year it has 
!uio„ oo?eilcan Board (Congregational) §2(30 ; the Baptist 

fPiscoValni’ U,10 M. E. Church, 8235; the Protestant 
k a qUp, iurch,81,834 ; and the Presbyterian Board, 8278. 
Tl tl0U ^  converfs aro worth it.

0ritici8»  iof Now YoriT asks : “ What is Higher 
j and answers, “ Baptised Infidelity.”

^Jada | be Legislature of the province of Manitoba,
u.-'aariu.n , e 1̂ that no public support should be given to
it,cikmg u °L- All the Catholics of Canada have be TUce/i .P a duo* ~-wms. iUl the Cathohcs of Canada hav0

& ’JP a dust ever since, and at I008 t\mt the 
, the Dominion Government to de ,. p00\8.
taw must be modified, iu favor of Catholic sci , 

ics, not satisfied » ;i1, .....A»h *-•

ik °°1 laqj i ? <
fl ^̂ uolii ---— Ii.un ui V/OiUllCUlV; C3C

of 0,i1118 fighi'j,, *̂ t Satisfied with ruling the roost in Quebec. 
i’ef a«atiou ;,L . , r> and.determined to have, the control 

r,«to °bev i lir. n ePtire Dominion. The Manitobians 
1 Powers ./mminiou order, and an interesting con- 

h iaimj r  ̂ resu^'
9.Ur l^are WoiL!lllltf  three-fourths of the population of 
\Afferemrinatioii ,1, •  ̂0oarsu he has been there and knows. 
fVbeH th ffhat ’b„ntVed iri)m a“ old fetish book, is quite 
c r fp,!l , 8ons (lf p|ok, represents all the angels as males.

es> and wanted children, they came to earth 
^ade f This ,,i,i i n .they did come, children generally 
i’̂ aifipP1 Wom(.n °°ok says nothing about heaven being 
S -a n  li11 Passat i?' ^ T ' n f',r heaven ; but it has a 
^avor^yr. wLn .lat th<n'o was silence in heaven ” for 

ab)tc to thfi ?e aLo conclusions may be drawn 
an contention of Dr. Talmage.

reading medical testimony on the subject, but he said : 
“ There was a time when it was said that everybody should 
go clean-shaven, like the bishop of this Conference—when 
there was no dipping of the moustache into the cup, with 
perhaps tobacco-juice on i t ; when there was no offensive 
suffering from the grip after having left the handkerchief at 
home. (Groans.) I tell you, Mr. President, that from these 
causes, at the table of the Lord and at his communion, I 
have administered slops !” A regular tumult now ensued, 
Dr. Harcourt was cautioned, and at last he said he would 
refrain on account of the presence of ladies from giving 
further unpleasant facts. A non-committal resolution was 
finally passed.—Secular Thought.

“ Peter Lombard” tells in the Church Times how it was 
the custom in the good old days, in the Cathedral of 
Toulouse, to whip a Jew on Good Friday round the interior 
of the building. Of course Mrs. Glasses principle had to be 
carried out, “ First catch your Jew,” and every poor 
Israelite made haste to hide himself from the searchers. 
The hunt for a victim, therefore, must have been on one side 
an exhibition of uproarious savagery, on the other of terror 
and despair.

The Rev. James Clark writes a tract to show that 
vegetarianism is taught in the Bible. Will he tell us what 
God wanted with the holocausts of burnt-offerings of oxen, 
rams, lambs, and does, whose sacrifices were required in the 
Bible? We should also like to know if Jesus took 
vegetarian lamb at Passover, and what he meant by saying 
to Peter from heaven, “ Rise, Peter, kill and eat.”

The tender sensibilities of sweet Jesus for animal life are 
hardly displayed in the last chapter of John. Jesus, after 
his resurrection, and presumably in his glorified body, asks 
his disciples, “ Children, have ye any meat ? They answered 
him, No. He causes a miraculous draught of great fishes, 
a hundred and fifty and three ; and when the disciples came 
to him they saw a fire of coals there and fish laid thereon, in 
true savage-Indian style. After eating, they left the fish to 
fry further, and went on talking of love and feeding sheep.

An enterprising Italian purveyor advertises “ Sardines 
from the Lake of Galilee.” Perhaps they are some of the 
original miraculous draught of fishes.

No wonder Italy is poor. It has 77,128 priests, not to 
mention monks and nuns—also, for the most part, non­
producers—who bring the number up to 100,000. As the 
intelligent Italians of the towns are Freethinkers, the priests 
have for the most part to get their living out of the 
ignorant peasant. The majority of Italian priests come 
from South Italy. Piedmont, with 3,700,000 inhabitants, 
has only 6,842 priests. Sicily has no fewer than 8,415.

Since Mormonism has been compelled to resign its Bible 
institution of polygamy it has lost its chief attraction, and 
the Mormon Church is now said to be in debt to upwards 
of one million dollars. The “ tithes ” are the Church’s only 
source of revenue, and orthodox Christians are looking 
forward to the sale of the big temple iu the sweet by ana 
bye. ___

Our readers will remember what a fuss’was made because 
Mr. Foote branded Price Hughes’s story of the converted 
Atheist Shoemaker as “ a lie.” The man of God put on airs 
of dignity, and declined even the arbitration of a Committee 
of Honor. No one, he said in .substance, has the right to 
question my veracity ; and on this paltry plea, such ¡is every 
thief in the dock puts in when he pleads “ Not Guilty,” the 
man of God evaded the full measure of his retribution. He 
had the discretion, though, to discontinue the sale of his 
lying story, which is no longer to bo obtained for love or 
money. And as he pretended that the story of “Herbert’s ” 
conversion was powerful in the saving of souls, the with­
drawal of the book is an admission that Hughes doesn’t 
care whether souls are saved or not, or else that he knows 
the story is false and wants to let it die out of the public 
recollection. ___

Considering this man of God’s objection to any doubt 
being thrown upon his veracity, it is amusing to open the 
Methodist Times and read what he has to say about the 
statement in the New Age that he will not accept a certain 
secretaryship unless he has Dr. Lunn for his colleague. “ It 
is an absolute falsehood,” cries Mr. Hughes. He complains 
that the metropolitan press is constantly printing “ mis­
chievous falsehoods” about him, that these falsehoods are 
dictated by “ vicious spite,” and that they are “not really 
believed even by the writers.” And the worst of it is, as 
Moody said—though it was said before him—that “a lie 
rushes round the world before the contradicting truth has 
time to put its shoes on.” ___

This language shows how much real sincerity there was iu 
Hughes’s evading his responsibility because Mr. Foote
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called his story “ a lie.” He employs the very same word 
himself, and employs it in reference to a fellow Christian.

Mr. Holyoake, who came to Hughes’s rescue, and without 
whom he would have been absolutely lost, stated that the 
man who used the word “ lie ” in America would probably 
be shot at sight. Mr. Holyoake has also expressed his high 
opinion of Colonel Ingersoll, not only as an orator, but as a 
gentleman. Well, what does Colonel Ingersoll say about the 
story that he funked in a storm on board the “ Servia ”? 
He calls it “ an orthodox lie.” How shocking ! Mr. 
Holyoake should send the Colonel a letter of admonition, 
and would do well to get it endorsed by the Rev. Hugh 
Price Hughes.

Does the Daily Chronicle, like the Hindus, believe in the 
power of ascetic austerities to move Cod? Reviewing the 
Rev. E. J. Newell’s History of the Welsh Church, it mentions 
how Kentigern, at St. Asaph, would recite the Psalms stand­
ing naked in cold water, even in time of frost. Illtyd, at 
Llanwit, bathed at midnight before matins, staying in the 
cold water as long as it took him to say the Lord’s Prayer 
thrice. The Irish monks went further. One would sleep 
with corpses and hang himself up on sickles placed under 
his armpits; another would keep a stone in his mouth 
during the whole of L en t; a third mixed his bread with 
sand; and a female saint, named Ite, let a stag-beetle eat 
away her side. St. Patrick himself is related by Tirechan 
to have fasted for forty days and forty nights on Cruachan 
Aigle.

The Chronicle says on this : “ All highly irrational, of 
course, to a solid, sensible, English prelate in his palace ; but 
somehow these devotees gained a spiritual power which is 
sorely needed in our flabby age.” To suppose these are the 
means of gaining spiritual power is worthy of a Theo- 
sophist.

A young Anglo-Indian lady, Miss Oliva Francis, aged 23, 
has formally renounced Christianity and become a Muslim, 
adopting the Islamic name of Habiba, at Mozuffurpore, 
India.

‘ Rev.” Henry Powers addressed his Unitarian brethren, 
the other day, on “ What do we Really Know about Jesus ?” 
This is easy—simply nothing.

Mr. Joseph Dyson, the Labor representative on the 
Huddersfield School Board, seems very familiar with God’s 
intentions. At the Fields Congregational Chapel, P.S.A., 
he said, “ God never intended that there should be so much 
poverty,” etc. Now, a truly pious Theist would hold that 
God intended whatever is, and take care he did not thwart 
these intentions, as, we are glad to say, Mr. Dyson wishes 
people to do.

Jesus Christ, it is said, washed his disciples’ feet, and 
Simon I’eter objected to the performance. Perhaps his feet 
wouldn’t bear inspection.

Like another Jesus Christ, the Emperor of Austria washes 
the feet of twelve poor old men during “ Holy Week.” These 
old men are carefully selected, and no doubt their pedal 
extremities are well attended to before the Emperor goes to 
work upon them. The water is carried by a priest in a 
golden basin. After this ceremony, which is witnessed by 
a crowded Court, the Emperor places round each old man’s 
neck a chain, to which is attached a little bag containing 
thirty pieces of silver—the number of coins received by 
Judas for “ selling” his master. Then the twelve old men 
go home and have a good Hed, which is sent on before 
them, and is some consolation for having their feet messed 
about in public.

Japan is on the winning side in the present quarrel with 
China, and the Christian proselytiscrs are naturally trying 
to convert the upper dog in the fight. The Bible and Tract 
Societies, aided by private donors, are distributing 12,000 
New Testaments amongst the Japanese soldiers at Hiroshima, 
and twenty-six special missionaries are at work there. An 
urgent appeal is made in England for £200 at once, and one 
of the religious journals in this country hopes the appeal 
will be promptly responded to. as the “ authorities * over 
there are watching to see “ whether Christianity or 
Buddhism is doing more in the interests of higher morality 
during the present war.” In other words, there is a brisk 
competition between rival religions, and the Christians are 
asked to back their own side. Such is the “ higher 
morality ” of this business.

Northern Gossip, oi Newcastle, in its “ Dramatic Notes,” 
gives some attention to the performance of a Christian 
Evidence lecturer at the Olympia, whom “ the Sightseer” 
says has “ a marked genius for representing lunacy,” and is 
unrivalled “ for speaking bad English and sonding his
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fellow creatures to hell.” This is the fellow who wrote 
Mr. Holyoake concerning the Atheist Shoemaker.

Buena, Vista, Ga., March 14.—While C. S. Crawford 
Atheist, was denouncing God and the Bible Nes^ ruse 
lightning struck his house. Several members of the ho 
hold were stunned !—Buffalo Courier.

an

Here is another case of “ bad markmanship,” as Colo??1se oi oau inarKinansmp, 4
Ingersoll said when a bolt of lightning struck the Y.ML‘ in 

' ' .................... b Colonel’s office 10office and destroyed it, adjoining the 
Washington, D.C., and did not injure 
least.—Freethought Magazine.

his office iu the

oldChristians, who boast that their religion abolished th , e(j 
gladiatorial shows, should explain why it has not aboin ^  
the Spanish bull-fights. Men went into the arena 
most part of their own free will, but the bulls are unwi c
combatants, and are literally butchered to make a hofid̂ j
In this respect, a bull-fight is worse than a gladi»" 
show.

ielty

Cruelty
often allied with cowardice. When, at a bulbn/m ^

There are people silly enough to imagine that cr^ 
fosters courage. This is a great mistake. ”  ,1”
often allied with cowardice. When, at a t>un-»-p 
Barcelona last Sunday afternoon, the third bull ju> rr,, 
over the barriers, the whole crowd was thrown into aJ Sjet, 
One of the civil guards shot the bull dead, and the o ^  
passing through its body, also killed a spectator; m 
accident there is a sort of poetical justice.

A VISIT TO DARWIN.

charDJ1ingProfessor H aeckel has given the following 
description ’of Darwin and his home surroundings 
later years :— , tfu]ly

“ In Darwin’s own carriage, which he had thoug' 0lle 
sent for my convenience to the railway station, I dro ĵ uy 
sunny morning in October, through the gracetu, ̂  m 
landscape of Kent, that, with the chequered foliage aI)ci 
woods, with its stretches of purple heath, yellow broo 
evergreen oaks, was arrayed in its fairest autumnal 
As the carriage drew up in front of Darwins f ^  
country house, clad in a vesture of ivy and ernbo'' ,l0rcliicountry nouse, clad in a vesture ot ivy and 
elms, there stepped out to meet mo from the soui iu xiitjuu iuu nuui uuo k i:st; fl1*
overgrown with creeping plants, the great natural ^rs 
self: a tall and venerable figure, with the broad s .. „,._lik® 

. .  ' • ’ - ’ ;h t ; his JupRJg 0
forehead highly and broadly arched, as in the ^ eI1td 
Goethe, and deeply furrowed with the plough oi sjuldo" 
labor ; his kindly, mild eyes looking forth under tne |,y * 
of prominent brows; his amiable mouth surrount gSji$ 
copious silver-white beard. The cordial th?
expression of the whole face, the gentle, mild > jjj oi 
slow, deliberate utterance, the natural and naive ^ yW® 
ideas which marked his conversation, captivated my ^¡,1 
heart in the first hour of our meeting, just as 
work had formerly, on my first reading it, taken n j j  sng® 
understanding by storm. I fancied a lofty w . sto°° 
out of Hellenic antiquity—a Socrates or Aristor 
before me.”

MR. PUTNAM’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Mu. Charles W atts has made the follow ing
lecturl•¡0$

enigagements for Mr. S. P. Putnam , „„..,ell ;
May 5, Hall of Science, London ; 12, Cambc

lit
hiBradford ; 26, Liverpool. ■pGiiibn1’̂ 1

June 2, N.S.S. Conference; 0, Glasgow; 1G> A 
23, Manchester; 30, Sheffield. f„.

July 7, South Shields ; 14, Bristol. ,gt tllC„i-
Mr. Putnam will return to New York in Aug coOJ0 'JU 

fore friends who have not engaged him shouK 0f ** 
cate with Mr. Watts at once. Societies near ‘|j  arp'1,11̂  
above towns requiring week-night lectures sliou j£ĝ rict 
for Mr. Putnam to visit them when he is in their
the Sunday. per1by

Arrangements are being made for him to spea ^  bef J  
and Stockton-on-Tees during the weeks following yisi 
at Manchester and South Shields. Dundee shorn 
when he lectures in Glasgow and Edinburgh.

I he Republic of Man is the outcome of to 
history; and to foresee that Republic, to b°o 0f life> 
order, to live it beforehand, is the highest objee on 
the surest passport to all the heaven there ca 
earth or elsewhere.—T. B. Wakeman.
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Mp . F oote’s E ngagem en ts.

April 21, Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street, 
"Xel. » 1 ■ -50, “ Tho Romance of the Resurrection”; 2.30, 
Livew “'Sat on the Old Book”; G.30, “ Bid Jesus Christ Ever

“**, Sunderland.
ay * an4 9, debate at Derby with Mr. Lee (C.E.S.).

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Mr.

Radi„AIlL®3 Watts’s E ngagements.—April 21, m. Walworth 
Scietioi TClub> e. Hall of Science, London; 28, Hall of 
blast,,,.’ ,nc*on. May 5, Glasgow; 0, 7, 8, and 9, debate at 
M;inc\ r',V Vlth Dr. Jamieson ; 12, Dundee ; 19, Camberwell; 20, 
tohim r f  — 4.11 communications for Mr. Watts should be sent 
must a rePly is required, a stamped and addressed envelope 

J. J1 oncloaed) at 81 Eifra-road, Brixton, London, S.W. 
case —H is impossible to insert such an article while tho
Mil Plaice. We hope our comment in “ Acid Drops”

E. Smedl • 'Vlt l your aPProvai-
&nd she^V The “ Goddess of Reason ” was not a prostitute, 
"'as a vas not naked. These are Christian inventions. She 
"as she ^ i)e<?i'ahle woman, and she was decently clothed. Nor 
"Ur Part ' She was only an emblematic figure. For
than an’ a0Wever, we would sooner worship a beautiful woman 
Sexuai old god. (2) Undoubtedly there are traces of
Milch vm 1 , 105) in tho Bible—amongst them tho passages to 
">ble dor.f • er*. (3) Christians don’t know that witchcraft is a 
aavc often r}no simply because they don’t read the Bible. We 
Mdgjjp . tlea^  with tho subject in this journal.

*• ®HEpI1gI~~^lanhs-
>, '"ark. l L> I!>’ no moans without merit, but hardly up to our 

bl Gari
i°r a Freethn" ,®,u?b a discussion is more fit for a Christian than 
“ common f ■ “ J°uruah Wo inserted Father Ignatius’s lettor 

. Parairr-iru , airness, because ho had boon mentioned in our
i ^ S l t 0 V ch h -e p l ie d

J,

P erson *7, ne rePllea.
' n .Kht' Thanks.

A v!' ttAWEs.—received. N ext week. „v it  as the subject
o V ^ E v — We have not forgotten W W 0 took months
a "Sunday morning lecture a t the H all of hcienc
in Abut we have not yet found time to a 'u the Freethinker.

>A

I upon it adequately

Sr.,,: Thanks. 
Ad<3Rnessy.

Next week.
—.kessy.— Shall appear. lnmic World—
Received.—Northern Gossip-Crcscon ^  lds_Chatham 

Ok. tlan Life-Frcothought Magav-mo-lwo ub(jrator_.
EchnrV̂ - - Church Reformer-Progressive C o u r t-
T^'o-Treulenkcr-Fur Unsor ,1 ugend-M om l bcrt i sl0o j^ u ek er-B ly tb  N ew s-Tw entieth Century

'"Utvtins 
r > k i,

unes.
^ho

' - ‘Ring tvT. acnd us newspapers would onhanco tho favor by
TTdRk N Passagos to which they wish to call our attention.

t "6sdav s musb roach 28 Stonccuttor-stroct by first post
2tlERs for f l theywiU not be inserted.

-  S Etou0!, , ° Editor of the Freethinker should bo addrossod to ntter-streof. t __ j — -X- I
v>r-street, London, E.C. . if a reply

is should reach us not later t  an  ̂ , stands overtill tho current issue. Otherwise 1

V t e g  ,  0 !°'iillg  weok‘ t  , ,  „  wordor, 28 Stone-cuttpv{°r literature should bo sont to Mr. B.. 
rp, ^-street V  P . . .

oi&ceeê infcer wiU bo forwardod, dirocb f r o m Ywf f .  
lOa (̂1P°8t  froo, at the following ra tes, prepaid •

i Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s 8d.
c°cdini,,'^DVER'riSEMENTS.—Thirty words, y8' 7 ’.__Ono i
Is. 6db V  w°rds, Gd. Displayed, Advertisem ents.

,  for roAnf-.-f eolumn, £1 2s. Gd.; column, £ 2  os,It bain? Utions.

sue*
inch,

Ä ° ? ^ s ? b 08t-0ffi0° tegulations ^P iro s^er ia a Ŝ rr' f 'o n i s  due, sut

Special terms

colorod
to announco on the 

subscribers will recoivo 
wrappor whon their subscription

t SPECIAL APPEAL.

i 60°K\vaNGED in last week’s Freethinker that the sum of 
t. S, ""Wired during tho present-month of April, i

>  t u b a t a - - ®
the mortgaS0

-  .... ava greaüy-reducod hguro,Üt

,  ■tbe London H all of Science. . t\iia amouu >

S c c t o  « » '
. by taking shares in the - 1

W ? ’ U ttdted, -  ’ t e s t e d  :Of
W 5

V o l ­

iti or by giving donations which will he 
«hares to be "held by the N.S.S. Executive, 

nanxo of any person who may he indicate >

Probably in consequence of the holidays, the response 
up to the time of going to press has been extremely 
moderate. The remittances that have reached me will 
therefore he held over for acknowledgment until next 
week, when I hope I shall be able to publish an en­
couraging list.

One or two friends, who may do something handsome, 
are waiting to see what the general body of Secularists are 
going to do before coming to a definite decision.

A subscriber, who sends me a cheque for £1, expresses 
a hope that 1,000 others will send the same amount.

Perhaps there are not a thousand of my readers who 
can afford to give as much immediately. But a great many 
can do something, and I beg them to do it at once. Any 
sum, however small, will be acceptable.

My own subscription will amount to (say) £5, and 
there should be a hundred friends who can cover that.

If the Secular party in general, and the London 
Secularists in particular, do not want good headquarters, 
and are indifferent about a worthy memorial to Charles 
Bradlaugh, I must wash my hands of this affair, and go to 
work in another direction. It would he far more profitable 
to me to take life a little easier, and to attend to my own 
affairs, which have suffered from 'my devotion to the 
interests of the Society.

In any case I am resolved that this effort shall not be 
wasted. Shares will not be allotted unless the response is 
adequate, and donations will all he returned to the 
subscribers if there is not enough to meet the emergency. 
This will be a satisfaction to those who, like myself, have 
put down their mite at a venture.

I now wait to see what the Secular party will do.
G. W. FOOTE.

( Chairman, Board of Directors, National 
Secular Hall Society, Limited.)

( President, National Secular Society.)

S U G A R  P L U M S .

There was a surprisingly good Easter Sunday audience at 
the London Hall of Science. Mr. Foote’s lecture on “ The 
Romance of the Resurrection ” was followed with profound 
attention, and very warmly applauded, especially at the 
close, when tho cheering amounted to an ovation. Mr. 
James Rowney, who makes a first-rate chairman, strongly 
invited questions and discussion; but the invitation met 
with no response, although one clerical gentleman had been 
industriously taking notes in the gallery.

Mr. Foote lectures to-day (April 21) at Glasgow, and the 
following Sunday at Sunderland. It was his intention to 
take a little rest and change during the interval, but he 
finds himself obliged to return to London on Monday to 
attend to important business.

Mr. Watts occupies the London Hall of Science platform 
to-day (April 21), and will doubtless be welcomed by a 
capital audience after his absence iii the country. His 
subject is an interesting one, and he himself is always 
interesting.

Easter Monday’s Pall Mall Gazette contained a letter from 
Mr. Mortimer Granville, pointing out that the “ hot cross 
bun” has really nothing to do with Christianity, the 
“ cross ” being “ a symbol of the faith which existed long 
before Judaism.” Mr. Granville also points out that Easter 
is a very ancient festival, and has nothing whatever to do 
with the Resurrection. Of course this information is no 
novelty to tho readers of tho Freethinker. We only mention 
Mr. Granville’s lettor to show how scepticism is invading 
tho daily press.

Mr. W. Fraser Rae has unearthed a fresh “Junius letter 
from the London Evening Post for August 24, 1773. It  
contains a caustic attack on priestcraft, and refers to the 
clergy as “ that immaculate class ” who receive such a 
“ scanti/ allowance of tithes, which they possess in lieu of 
that ‘daily bread’ for which the most devout among them 
so fervently pray.” With respect to their character, he 
asks : “To what regions of the habitable globe shall w  go 
to find a sot of men so detestable as our clergy, for their



250 THE FREETHINKER.

pride, haughtiness, covetousness, voluptuousness, indolence, 
and self-conceitV “ Such are the men,” he continues, 
“ who claim the distinguished name of Ministers of the 
Gospel of Christ; and take upon them to direct us in 
our way to heaven, in order to get from us the fruits of our 
labor on earth; but who, instead of having rendered any 
real service to mankind, have been a plague to human 
society from generation to generation.” Those who would 
like to see the rest of this letter will find it in last week’s 
Athenamm. ___

In Turin has recently been published some letters from 
Cavour in 1857 calling Mazzini “ an infamous conspirator 
who has become the regular head of a band of murderers.” 
Thirty years later the Italian Parliament decreed that a 
monument should be erected to Mazzini, and King Humbert 
gave one hundred thousand lire towards it. The “ head of a 
band of murderers ” has become recognised as a noble-minded 
patriot.

Captain Otto Thomson sends us his Swedish translation to 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture on “ The Old and the New 
Religion.” We hope it will have a good circulation, for it is 
well calculated to spread Freethought wherever it is read.

Soon after this number of the Freethinker goes to press 
Mr. Foote will be debating at New Rrompton, Kent, with 
the Rev. A. J. Waldron. This gentleman, in a recent lecture 
at New Brompton, is reported in the local Nevis to have said 
that “ Mr. Foote had stated that he (Mr. Waldron) was the 
fairest and frankest opponent he had had to deal with.” 
No doubt Mr. Waldron is reported inaccurately. Mr. Foote 
cordially admits the fairness and frankness displayed 
in the negotiations for the debate by Mr. Waldron, 
but he found perfect fairness and frankness years ago in 
Dr. A. J. Harrison and Dr. James McCann. There are 
gentlemen on the Christian side, though unfortunately 
Freethinkers see too much of the other sort.

On Sunday, the 11th inst., the discussion class of the 
Glasgow Branch of the N.S.S. held their annual social 
meeting. Considering the early hour (12 a.m.) at which the 
proceedings began, there was a good attendance. After a 
short address by Mr. W. Gilmour anent the work of the 
class, a varied musical program was submitted. Messrs. 
Turnbull and Gilmour rendered some violin duets in a 
tasteful manner, followed by songs from Miss Reid and Mr. 
Crawford, which were much appreciated. After tea was 
served the second part of the program was gone through, 
and the proceedings terminated by the singing of “ Auld 
Lang Syne.”

Mr. Symes, in reprinting “ Some Little-Known Free­
thinkers,” says : “ I am right glad my friend Wheeler is 
disinterring some of the obscure heroes of our movement. 
What a book a record of them would make ! The heroes 
who do battle in private, with no public applause or notoriety 
to encourage them, are the greatest and truest heroes in 
most cases.” Mr. Wheeler will continue these articles 
shortly. He has recently been engaged on a new pamphlet 
dealing with Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible.

Mrs. Katie Kehm Smith, Miss Nettie Olds, and Mrs. 
Barker, of the Oregon Secular Union, have established 
Freethought Churches, with large Sunday-schools, with 
kindergarten classes, in Portland, Forest Grove, and 
McMillviUe. ___

The Freethowjht Magazine gives three portraits in its 
April number. As frontispiece appears Mr. C. C. Moore, 
editor of the Blue Grass Itl> who was threatened with a 
prosecution for blasphemy. The other portraits are of 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who writes on “ The Woman’s 
Bible Revised by Woman,” and of Miss Mary Proctor, 
daughter of the late Richard A. Proctor, who follows her 
father’s work in popularising astronomy.

The Camberwell Branch held its quarterly general 
meeting on Sunday, and decided to hold such a meeting 
once a year in future, in October. _ Mr. P. Sabine was 
elected president, and Mr. Egan vice-president. Other 
otlicers remain as before. After the meeting came a tea and 
soiree, which was attended by Secularists from distant parts 
of London. ___

The Bristol Branch has appointed a strong committee to 
look after the arrangements for tlra N.S.S. Conference on 
Whit-Sunday. The membership of this Branch is increasing, 
the accessories consisting principally of young men and 
women who are sick and tired of Christianity. It has been 
decided to carry on a Sunday evening open-air propaganda 
in Eastville Park during the summer.

Mr. Wheeler's paper on brutal Atheists” has been 
reprinted from our columns into the Independent Pulpit of 
Waco, Texas, and also into the Liberator of Melbourne.

April 21, 1895.

A student at Beuchtel College attended a revival
and the preacher took it upon himself to show how m  ̂
quate everything short of orthodox religion is in tiOe . = 
trouble and emergency. It was shortly after the 1 Ser [ 
came so near going down. He said that “ Bob” h1!?® .  ̂
was aboard her in that hour of perilous extremity, and ^  
he fell on his knees and implored God to save him- ^  
student thought the story improbable, and wrote to  ̂
great infidel about it, receiving the following reP y  
“ Dear Sir,—I was not on the ‘ Servia.’ I have not ci , 
the ocean in twelve years, and the whole story is an ortn 
lie.—Yours truly, R obeiit G. I ngeksoll.”

THE DYING INFIDEL.

Anyone who walks through the ethnographic gal 
the British Museum, or any similar institution, win ” ^  
how frequent a feature in the collections illustrating 
manners and customs of savage life are masks. , j|0. 
masks are to represent bogies—-gods or dovils; for, J 
sophically and ethnographically, as well as etyniplog1 
bogies, gods, and devils are of the same species.  ̂ ^  
earliest gods arc all ugly devils. The uglier the bog10*’’ ^  
the more hideous the masks used to represent the, 
better, for they are used by the medicine men to h o jjy, 
away the profane from penetrating the secrets of tu® o 
They have only a faint semblance to h u m a n ity 1 ^  
more horrible and unnatural the mask the better A 
its purpose.

A similar dreadful bogie 
religious magazines, pious 
Sunday-school stories. He

stalks through 
tracts, pulpit

the P'mges
sernions. ¡in#

goody-goody novels. It is the 
infidel ” is unlike any being

also occasionally
ul',1itili

horrid “ infidel- 
on earth.i im u G i io uuiiiYU (tu  y  u u m g  on fit»'’“ ' .

impossible villain, ready to sharpen a knife on
grave to cut his father’s throat, and revels in t'.llC(J'II1poOp 
rascality ; or else a maundering imbecile or nine  ̂ 1)lCt 
like Paul Nugent, Materialist. Such beings were no 
in real life. They are masks to frighten peep10 
thinking for themselves in religion. . . re is

If the living “ infidel” is strange, the dying 111 n  ̂ py 
still greater wonder. The Atheist is terrified >-qj0ijevc1' 
whose existence lie does not believe in. The 1111 sK 
cries out for mercy, sees hell before him, and rent» 
with shrieks of despair. To those who know •lmpiid®,)t 
death-beds really are, such bugaboos are as 1 "¿jci”1* 
impostures as the painted devils of the savage 
man. . Qniitr^

A pair of pictures, well known in all Catholic  ̂ sin” j| 
represent the imaginary death-beds of saint • ,iIlC[ 
The former, attended by his family, the pric ..», 
signs of religion, clasps a crucifix and looks cci 
where angels are floating, and the Holy , 
gorgeously colored garments, beam down ben‘o t ¡ii> 
The “ infidel,” writhing on his bed, turns from 1 ^  in® 
crucifix and gazes fondly at a girl’s picture held " ^  n
by a devil with horns and tail. Other dcmo'jj, p 
attendance, and Satan, surrounded by the flames 
prepared to give the sinner a warm reception. ^

iosts- • '

ilin g f'p

The wide circulation of these picturos 
excellent weapons in the hands of the Pr*”"L 0ui' cli

we rolled for^a toire  ̂ cni1̂  a,ul Signs of the Times, "" . ¡ts 
issue for March ‘>h ullijl!lco ° i these stories, actual!)» ^  , . , . 1th  28, sending an inti,Id off to hell vvitlm”’ ..... . foret»s;ti?smmmmmi........
making him shriek with despair, or having any 
the horrors of his final doom, it  will bo a thou^J1“ 1

the dying
sickly- d 0I1 fe»t

if, after all, we loso our old friend, 
like these stories. They show what a ((3 „. T
thing religion is, and how, at bottom, it (lcP®n 
A man in vigorous health and robust intollec 0[.s ‘j,, 
sceptic. In sickness, when tho physical 1 
declining, ho sees what ho could never disco' 1
health. What better illustration could we bjlV” gjck11”?,.

p
iieaiui. M iiuu um oii amuii . . tigli/'* .j
depends on malady, and that, as Pascal aaKi
the natural state of a Christian.”

- L ' t i  ,lt
s — , 1,. »",

college in divinity. On being asked, “ Who 1
- nnf.P.

Jjl l ' - i  i ¡U

J. K. Fowler, in hi Recollections of Old Lem1 pblt’jj¡ttl11----..e ... ■___ i i i.......». .... who wa°, ».a story of an aspirant to holy ordert„«ll„_.1:..:. .... r\. I «
between God and man Î” he replied at once,( 
placency, “ The Archbishop of Canterbury.
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THE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.

has been saying: “ The intention of 
mgjt ,r? (concerning women) is clear, also,- from the 

',rln which it handles representatives of the womanly 
diving ] ' * e women upon whom it put the stamp of 
an e ‘ '^action and approval are women, with scarcely 
sive : Pwon, whose womanhood is realised to be a perva- 
extw,.;̂ l0( *ent> entering into all their capacities, faculties, 

To tv '68’ :md activities.”
t'enlUri 1S( Gillen Battelle Dietrick retorts in the Twentieth 
'veaki ‘Wonderful! wonderful! Now, here I, a poor, 
of tbe «ma.le being, have been grinding away in the study 
I iva3 C1 jpturc.s for thirty-five years (having begun when 
"hat w C VCh and I have never been able even to guess 
d'-stinct°nien T̂ ible do have ‘ the stamp of divine

fo,

VUV JJIPÎO
^ction and approval.’ . . T , i UR

looks them over a little, continuing : l  have always
^  ('hat one of the most important duties of a humai
"o is the duty of iloubtinn. First let us consulei >kua ,

luMmv n who d°ee seem to bear a special stomp of benp-
t-'*1 'hstinction, for we are told by the Scriptures that bod
J^elf commanded Abraham, the husband, to rendei un-
^ st‘°mng obedience to Sarah, the wife (Genesis xxi. 1-d-
i„ 4 evidence of intrinsic superiority doos Sarah present

contva^ with Abraham i i confess I can discern not a
lefin' h'htle of superior fineness of texture, or ot supenoi
a,. i trn0nt of organisation, in either of that precious pan ,

yet there is no room to doubt the ‘ pervasivo mgi * raV,. -?f s:
Qo°d. ^  'v,°illanhood, any more than of Abraham’s man- 
Moral <lisPilssion:ltely, I should pronounce their

s ingredient ’

,|tp - ' ‘o pretty much.of a muchness.
Wu hen take Itebekah, another of Dr.
¿here is there . . ,
tor , iel—where is her moral superiority - v did cheat- 
S: he« thieving and lying quite as easy *  ^ iau

h- Or reflect upon the character of Deboran,
,i; U whom the Scriptures 

v,ne disti— ‘ ’

ukhurst’s heroines, 
any proof of her ‘ intrinsic superiority’? 

where is her moral superiority ? She seemed

■uts Hti(he 
her
•n0|.alrooPs to 

Power

x __ undoubtedly put the stamp of
diction and approval, for they tell us that she snnwi----- 1 • ’ - • J -'Ord’s^!'6  ̂ ProPhetess, speaking authoritatively as to

u s  commands. —  1 - - 0  - - - J  - -

< £ V o f

Was Deborah less ready to lead 
battle than Barak ? What peculiarity of 
of tenderness, gentleness, or 1 intrinsic 

. - womanly fibre do we find in that Great
I'csod \vu° . raßl ? Read her war-song—the poem eom- 
nead enc Cl-* lntoxicated with the sight of the blood of her 
she prn les- Who is that other womanly woman whom 
'"'f here (;Uni'es ‘ ®lessed above all women’? It is .Tael; 
(°ng; * 8i,S(, 0 rfason why Jael is exalted in that Scripturaln j uue reason why .Jael is exalted in that Scripture 

the w’V ,Ut ^ei hand to the nail, and her right han 
0rkman’s hammer; and with the hai

! she smote off his head when sho had pierced 
f ’ At her feet he bowed,

> tcVL0rklttan'sd»(] », . Sei’a
he ‘ '
di

and 
hammer she

Cf
>
lS e

--̂ KLen through his temples. , l.  fell down
ei 1 ’ ke hhd down ; where lie bowed, 1 window and S Jhe of Sisera looked out at a « * in
2  trough the lattice, “ Why is his char ot so b ^  
’g»« r  ’ And the womanly Deborah exults, *<>

enemies perish, O Lord.’ whose 80„g is
"UiuS n there is Ruth, the gentle ® ^ V ^ 108. Does 
b,.hp Y sweet choristers in all our model' Kuth an

to intimivte thal '
I t T ' n m ^ *  ' young women of the P™ refine- 

mtrinsic superiority o ^ sur-
ow do» tie  womanly who,„

- ouose New \o rk  sisteis i ■ gcrip-t'U'al ,UVSt  has just scattered ? Ruth stood »
“ \ ,ltn»<rs’ however. .,..c told in

the«« \°ther Scriptural favorite is Esther. ' jor the
tea8oi?n^S that Esther is womanly pm Mordccai,

V 1 shc submitted to the will of her uncle, Mou one r.f n -  -

n Hat 1 morality for 
her in? ;

?f tho:

, _vuo »fill VjL 11V. 14 ‘ 1
-S  tn \vcr one o{ the inmates o f a harem, with benenemi 
\vi. he Jews. Esther used her 

l C.°,ntemPhited •
On the next day

Put to defeat thec to a ut>temnl.,f , , ner power to deteat the
tn- °ath. On 110 dc:lth of her uncle, and had him

in '  man’s f n uuu next day,' after five hundred of the 
fllt,(0 (l blond °.Wcrs and his ten sons had been murdered 
holaer he crm’iu j hing asked tho womanly Esther what 
u. Stunted , ’ , 0 to please her, and sho replied : ‘ Let it 

l ' ° ‘ h0 which are in ~  '
V n jm  into unto lhis;;sed u:*‘10 the

^owp0n the
estaJV’ aä

palace), and 
gallows.

Shushan to do to­
day’s decree (to bring 

let Hainan's ten sons be

em V ve review tho -e ‘ womanly ’ w0“ ('1' "1 ̂ vomen > does it not become very clear tha

have now developed a higher morality, a gentler, sweeter 
spirit than men, it is indubitably not due to any intrinsic 
superiority at tbe outset ? I find this conclusion very 
encouraging to men, for it is evident that, with a little 
perseverance, they may attain to every present moral 
excellence that they find admirable in women.”

“ SLUDGE THE MEDIUM.”

Me . F rederick Greenwood, in his personal recollections 
written for the Realm, tells the following story : “ Every­
body who lives with books has heard that Robert Browning’s 
‘ Sludge the Medium ’ reflected upon Home ; and most people 
have also heard that the celebrated creature succeeded in 
bringing Mrs. Browning under his influence completely. 
But the trick that undeceived her (we must suppose) is not 
so well known. It may have got into print, but, if so, I for 
one have never seen it, and tell the story as it was told by 
Browning himself. Home had been about the Browning’s a 
good deal; knew many people known to them ; was in his 
tea-party way an agreeable sort of person ; and there were 
seances here and seances there ; ‘ and,’ said the poet, casting 
a vague look about the room to express his bewilderment, 
‘ I don’t know how it was, I did my best, but little by little 
he gained her over to believing in him ; how much to my 
distress, imagine !’ After a while Home found a yet more 
excellent way of working on the poor lady’s mind. She had 
lost a little child by death, and, her own wishes running out 
to embrace the promise, lie began to hint that some day he 
would bring the little one’s spirit into her presence. But he 
was slow in performing this promise—naturally ; for other­
wise he would have iost the advantage of an excited 
expectation, often stimulated and as often baffled. A1 last 
an evening was named when the mother’s yearning should 
be satisfied. In the customary way, light was shut out of 
the room when the three sat down, and the usual Tappings, 
and questionings, and invocations went oil for a time, and 
then—then the child’s spirit was to appear. And sure 
enough there did arise above the edge of the table some­
thing that was whiter than the dark, that seemed to have a 
motion of its own and the luminousness of a living thing, 
and that might veritably he what poor Mrs. Browning 
fancied it. But, conscious of her trembling state of mind, 
her husband was in another guess sort of passion. ‘ 1 
suddenly sprang up, dashed my arm across the table, and 
took hold of what do you think ? The scoundrel’s obscene 
foot ¡—naked!’ The ¡laming auger in which Browning 
finished the story—after so many years, too -left no doubt 
about what happened next to the celebrated medium—Home. 
He was instantly and literally kicked out of the house, his 
shoe and stocking after him no doubt.”

Greek A theists.
Thales and the other Ionics are, as Hylo-zoists, nothing 

hut Atheists; while to call the Eleatus and Heraclitus 
pantheists is tantamount for all that to an admission, u- 
their doctrines were, that they were Atheists. Empedocles 
was no better. Democritus could point to the superhuman 
powers he believed in, as it were, in the a ir; hut still a 
nature built up of atoms was his god. Then Anaxagoras, 
with the principal Sophists, even Socrates himself, had been 
publicly arraigned as Atheists. Diagoras, in the time of 
Aristotle, became an Atheist in consequence of a real or 
supposed wrong unretributed by the gods, and was known 
and named, and is still familiar to us in our hooks, as 
Diagoras the Atheist. Aristotle himself hardly escaped a 
similar imputation ; which, besides, his own school in th- 
end would only have justified ; for almost every member of 
it, at least in the second generation, gave more and more 
breadth to what naturalistic doctrine had taken birth in it. 
Aristoxenus, for example, held that “ the soul was hut a 
certain tension or intension of the body itself, like what is 
called music on the part of string cords. ’ While Dicaearchus, 
another Aristotelian, declared the soul to be “ only an idle 
name, and nothing hut the body, which one, single and 
simple, acts and feels by organisation of nature.”—Dr. ./. 11. 
Stirling, “ Philosophy arul T/uoloyy,” pp. 219-220.

Obituary.
Professor Georg von G izvckt, one of the most prominent 

leaders of the Ethical Culture movement in Germany, died 
from influenza in Berlin last month.

Mi;. W. F. J amieson, one «J the veteran American Free- 
thought advocates, has lost his wife, with whom he had lived 
nearly forty years.
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B O O K  C H A T .

An interview with Mr. John Davidson, whose Ballads and 
Poems were recently noticed, appears in the New York 
Bookman. Mr. Davidson was born at Barrhead, Renfrew­
shire, April 11, 1857. He became a pupil teacher, and came 
to London in 1890. Asked if any one has a right to claim 
that he “ discovered ” him, he said : “ Well, no. I discovered 
myself; but I may say that I  have never met a more 
sympathetic and appreciative, man than Mr. Grant Allen. 
He lias an open mind for everything new, and does not, like 
some critics, keep back his kind words till an author no 
longer requires them.”* * *

We are pleased to notice in De Dageraud that the works 
of Spinoza are very appropriately published in Dutch, 
edited by Dr. J. P. N. Land, who has already brought out an 
edition of the great Pantheist philosopher’s Latin works, in 
conjunction with J. van Vloten.

* * *
A German translation of Giordano Bruno’s Io Spaccio 

della Bestia Trionfante has been published at Brunswick, 
edited by Dr. L. Kuhlenbeck.

* * *
The following story is cited from a book on Rural Bengal: 

“ In a, Mussulman village, whose inhabitants nearly all made 
a living as pedlars, there was faction. The leader of one 
faction was given to the use of ganja, an intoxicating drug. 
So the leaders of the other faction decided to lay a trap for 
him. They called a meeting of the village together, and 
said : ‘ Let us all become very holy. Let us all sign a 
covenant that we will keep the Koran, and use no intoxicating 
drugs.’ They hoped that the ganja-eater would refuse to 
sign, and lose influence in the village. But he met them on 
their ground, and said : ‘ I am ready to sign, but let us, in our 
covenant, include the whole Koran, and not a part only. 
Let us enter a clause that we will take no interest on money.’
* But that is what we live by ; how can we do that 1’ said the 
others. ‘ I can’t help that. I t  is forbidden by the Koran, as 
well as the use of intoxicating drugs,’ said he. So there was 
a good deal of discussion and bargaining, and, as a result, a 
covenant was drawn up, which contained no mention of 
intoxicating drugs or of interest on money, and which all 
were able cheerfully to sign.” These Mohammedans used the 
Koran pretty much as Christians use the Bible. Every­
where we find that religionists, in the words of Butler,

Compound for sins they aro inclined to 
By damning those they havo no mind to.

* * *
Appropriately to the Easter season comes Our Sun God ; 

or, Christianity before Christ, written and published by Mr. 
J. D. Parsons, 7 Crawshay-road, S.E. (3s. 6d.). The work is 
announced as the first of a contemplated series of six, each 
to be complete in itself. We shall give Mr. Parsons’s work a 
fuller examination shortly. .

*  *  *

The Norwegian author and Freethinker, Kristofer Janson, 
has published four new Freethought lectures, which are said 
to be among the best extant. Freethought literature is 
certainly needed in both Norway and Denmark, and we 
hope that Mr. Janson’s latest book will have a sale equal to 
his other works—but not as a certain one which was bought 
up, plates and all, by the pious Danish Government, so that 
it should not destroy the innocence of the Danish people.

*  *  *

Mr. F. Espinasse, who has a life of Voltaire in the “ Great 
Writers” series, has prep? jd  a life of Renan which is 
announced as “ in the press.” I t is said that he will lay 
particular emphasis upon Renan’s love of truth.

, * * *
The Daily Chronicle, in noticing Gain or Loss by the Rev. 

Bernard J. Snell, of Brixton, cites the following as an 
instance of how far Oongregationalists have go t: “ I do not 
consider that I am bound, as minister of Christ, to defend 
Abram’s cruel treatment of Hagar, the duplicity of Jacob, 
or the treachery of Jael; it is not my duty to apologise for 
the sins of the ‘man after God’s own heart’; I  do not hold 
a brief for Elisha, who called out bears to devour the 
children who gave him a nickname; I have nothing to say 
in favor of the making of a woman from a man’s rib, or the 
abnormally low specific gravity of iron axes, or the 
temporary stoppage of the sun in the heavens, or any other 
miracles to which neither my intellect nor my conscience 
responds. Neither you nor I are bound to acquiesce in all 
the sentiments of Ecclesiastes, or to believe Micaiah when 
he said, ‘ The Lord sent a lying spirit.’ What do we lose 
by relegating to legendary folklore Samson’s slaying of 
thousands with the jaw of an ass, or his tying brands to the 
tails of three hundred foxes V Mr. Snell is, we hear, one of 
the writers on the Christian World who helps to liberalise 
that journal.

---------------------------------------------------------- -
Comte, Mill, and Spencer, an outline of philosophy’ . 8 

John Watson, LL.D., Professor of Moral Philosophy 111. it 
University of Queen’s College, Kingston, Canada, has J 
been published by Maclehose, of Glasgow.

The Harbinger oj Light, a Spiritist paper publish® .;’ 
Melbourne, in its March number, under“ OccasionalJN 
by X., notices the Life and Times of Charles Bradlaw1; jy 
says : “ It is now nearly four years since death seeni ^  
closed the all-too-short life, which was an all-too-lonS ^ 
of this tribune of the plebs ; Atheist, Materialist, Ra ^  
Republican, yet one of the greatest Englishmen n jt 
Cromwell, and one of Nature’s realest gentlemen. ^  
continues: “ As regards Spiritualism, Mr. Ikadlaugn^ 
devoted some attention to the subject, reading its liter» ¡g 
and investigating its phenomena. He attended p.
by Mrs. Marshall, by the Davenport Brothers, and by 'the 
Home. He was one of the committee appointed j,e 
Dialectical Society to inquire into the phenomena, < j aines 
publicly debated Spiritualism with the late Mr Ring, 
Burns, editor of the Medium and Daybreak. lib
however, that he read, saw, or heard sufficed to satis 
sceptical mind that the ‘phenomena’ were of ot lf ' Ja}'-" 
mundane origin. But Charles Bradlaugh knows J°. ¡¿jst 
The efforts of the Spiritists to make Bradlaugh a bp 0f 
after his death have been among the most ridicm ¡jt 
their proceedings. The spirit of Voltaire unable to 
French has been paralleled by the “ spirit ” of °  
Bradlaugh drivelling pitiable rubbish.

* * * , .
Mr. L. C. Smithers, of Effingham House, sends us A , ¡p 

catalogue in which the complete works of Y° t!l.rSo, 11 
seventy volumes, is marked at £300. It is, of cou R)f 
special copy. The edition is that of Kehl, 1784-1' j J .  
which the types of the Freethinker Baskerville weI apd 
There are inserted a large number of illustration ^¡g- 
portraits, over five hundred plates, and the whole n 
cently bound in blue morocco. This copy was c<? p is 
together and bound by Prince Jerome Napoleon, wn > 
well known, was a Freethinker.

April 21,_189^

THE RELIGION OF BLOOD.

H ush , Christian ! speak in bated tones 
Of Druids’ worship round their gory stones .
The founder of thy creed 
Died with despairing groans.
Within thv book we read
God bade his own Son bleed— _
A human sacrifice ! But blood might plead 
With the Omnipotent for sinners’ need.
Years rolled away ; again the pious priest 
Spread for his Moloch the Satanic feast ; _ fra[He>
Fires mantled round the quailing, quivering f ec’s 
Fierce scorching God’s true Son e’en in his l‘a 

name !
Christian, thine idol ’twas whose feted fane 
Reeked with the blood of innocents ; their Pa 
Gave a fresh thrill of rapturo to the hells jpa»#' 
Where, bloated with his bliss, thy brain-bori 

dwells.
Come, brother men, together let us weep 

That men can be so cruel to their kin ;
Love gives all vengeance an eternal sleep,

And damns not erring as a mortal sin.
—Robert B. Holt.

A C hristian Method to  Get a t Truth. ^
The Rev. Lem Penrod, who preaches at Vanceburg

has decided opinions on infant baptism, and .Pl ¿eci^A 
church members, John Slate, has opinions equally ^  (»F 
Unfortunately their opinions are diametrically °P1 ] 0f te-j 
the Bible, to which they appealed, deals a flush banu 
for both. The other day they met and waxed ter o 
furious in argument, and the layman got the cjj 
Preacher Penrod, whereupon the spirit of the oiaae, 
fathers, and of Calvin, came to the latter’s res puF 
inflamed him until he drew a revolver and pnt ‘ )i>V 
through Slate’s bootleg. Thereupon Slate rushed m “j 
and the preacher drew a butchers knife and slashed ^ >9“ 
him. But the layman had the reverend in the d 
although his clothes were cut, received no wound. ]ie<l 
would have been decided, whether infants arc d -i;tw ouiu n av e  oeen ueciueu, w netnu i iiu a u w  “-1 . ..-[iV’Y ’
baptised or not, is'difficult to tell, for the Church 
were parted by bystanders. Thereby Rev. Penrot 
taught a lesson, and that is to bo silent, except wbe 
his pulpit, when no one dare to dispute him.
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THE DOCTRINE OF HELL.

thineCi ristian Priest and preacher liave but little or any- 
ment f° Sai  ak°ut hell or a place of endless future punish- 
®luch of'f) -e wi?ked °1 this world. Their sermons, like 
such suK’ 61r r<:̂ S'°n, are becoming greatly modified on all 
sense and are much more in line with common
With a n< ^ tional ideas than they once were. Even hell, 
temper .̂oollng aPParatus attached to keep down its hot 
taajoritvf<?^la-S .een abandoned as a pulpit theme by a 
eternal . ,  Christian ministers. In fact, a place of torment, 
'Wenchedn' "H'ere the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
sermon a’rn? seldom, if ever, heard of any more in a Christian 
'l°ctrine t hanks to science and human progress, all such 
%th, h L ^ hat ?£ a hell, even for the vilest sinner, after 

How iaV° Jeen about relegated to the dead past, 
either f i n may we ask, would any Christian minister in 
IJ°Pular ,n’. New York City, or Chicago hold sway as a 
l?ot3tensPf P1i  orator to-day who should follow in the 
whvarfis °u il ’ .hn Wesley, a Richard Baxter, or a Jonathan 
?dvocafT \ *y reiterating and preaching the doctrines they 
¡. plain wian(l Proclaimed in favor of a hell? The answer 
hie doctri mjni.sters no longer now preach and promulgate 
^ioritv nf o, . % because even the pulpit, as well as the 
..but Christians, have at last evoluted out of it. 
hiari all r.t’iWo a?k, have been the great instruments, more 

pre-i,.) •Iers’, in forcing the pulpit to abandon teaching 
eima,lnp fhis damnable doctrine of a hell 1 We answer, 

jpities nni Infidels. It has been the Voltaires, the
loins' . i e , olneys, together with the Spencers, the 
'hers ’ nd ,fhe Huxleys, who have stood as valiant 

Mdly an(| i,rl fbe ramparts of Freethought and proclaimed 
br̂ h R'Hlant ar ’SŜ  an°fher and a more rational doctrine.
«lovŜ  
hell

-w;r gosnpl SOU S as these—heralds of a new religion and a 
I'vly, Knl el~~are the ones who have driven gradually and 

a out of t'l 'sPrely> much, if not about all, the belief in a 
yjjh f0r ¿1 I0 minds of millions in the world. All praise to 
Tho ,eir(great and noble labors.

s, He that believeth and is baptised shall be
IlQ that, lipll£»vnfli olwill lin ilnmnorl no omxt- " ’ "Ut lie that believeth not shall be’ ^ ^ ancèd and

educatTl I}‘?vlo.nK.er hear‘J from f t 6Ä g s  of this life, the äuk. „ 7  Christian minister. The thi & ,n.andeur, as 
J ^ o f  this world, the ones of beauty ^  n0W) are 
tQorp S- those of pain and sorrow f°all(* ■ an(j progress, 
eU C t h i s  age of human invjestiga . tjuin is the 
qvie,BlnS the thoughts of Christian mi v tp0 on0 of an 

of aa endless hell of torment, or even the one 
Chr? a K heaven of fruition and ioy. . • to study

hie rWUan priests and ministers are begmmn„ .. .C  * aut* »Li -v- , •Q/v . • nn 1 1 iUiUWTOlO cUD 11 IU.1
ton trinG, lju.. a the desires of their patrons. A religious 
L  ̂he ac,.,.,',e\ e,rything else in the world, in order that it 

t°t only ,,ahf0 an(f relished, craved and paid for, mustb, _ _____
iiue êf°ro *y;fUp to Hate, but a staple article in the market. 
Hunters ar ls r.1Qt a matter of wonder that Christian 
tt ^'nglc^ 6 ceasing to burden their hearers’ ears with the 
a "111 that kifwi unsavory admonition to “ Be not afraid of 

C;Ui Hnu '0 body, and, after that, have no more that 
to e., ’ ,f i t  fear him who, after he hath killed, hath the 

• t into hell.”—“ Boston Investigator."

toAt a, U nexpected Solution.
11, _ it)n,f ,lUtnher aY"s°hool service a clergyman was explaining 

C > ° n in 1 smart little urchins the necessity of Christian 
in this ° ,r properly to enjoy the blessings of Provi­
de Saij . otad, and to make it apparent to the youthful

this w, m l)r°Perly to enjoy the blessings of Provi 

I t ' P°Mnstd
Q,t(le? h °U. J fi’ant to introduce water into my house.

UL DlRPs n.nrl ovmnr nonimnimmo n r-n ina uet* K

A ^ fc - i^ .te r r ’
get pipes and every convenience are in good 

no water. Can any of you tell mo why I
'<vP6ctfv1 *

iaade a c^ddren to see that it was because he 
,°Ulil°0̂ ed i](.r.iiim,1<!,ct‘on with the main in the street. '1’lie 

t(,P..?XeH’ They could not see why the water"Itlg
% S .n o

ofter such faultless run into his premises ■
i tod V  reiterated good“0 one tell me wliat I  have neglec bowedV u  h i lfian- looking at the many wondering

. '*kn, » height of the problem. “ You don t  payUp p Kaow,” squeaked a little  five-year-old.

v H , pr> and l° r a Plno harvest, but wo really consult the 
o'bjrj '̂uan jn ‘"neve more in the prophecies of meteoro- 
anfittrne3c°ito an answer to our prayers. Te Deums for 
• Hbm^ecHo, 'nore ridicule than sympathy, and we en- 

g Du,„i a oy improved systems of drainage without
^ i r i c ^ W T '1 Va,tue to fastings and processions. In 

that’ii 10 °hl belief in the supernatural is so far 
1 the tn, c,°u‘d not be restored without encountering 

ost vigorous lieliefs of the time.—Leslie Stephen.

A COMMON MAN’S CONCLUSION.

He’s a wonderfu’, wonderfu’ body, the Lord,
If what the Claith tell us be true ;

But auld Nicky Ben is his maister whan dune—
To him the maist honor is due.

It’s said that the wonderfu’ Jahveh, the Lord,
Kens aforehand ilk’ thing that’s to be ;

But he fairly was diddled whan Adam an’ Eve 
Took a taste o’ the wisdom-fruit tree.

Of course, Nicky Ben got the blame o’ the ploy—
E’en till noo he is blamed for the deed;

Still, I’m thinkin’ he did the best thing for the race, 
Tho’ o’ praise he gets mair than his meed.

Gif the miclity Jehovah had gotten his will,
We’d ha’e been little ither than brutes;

Eatin’ roots like the swine, wi’ a cockle at times—
We’d ha’e scarcely haen sense to catch troots.

We wadna haen bogus directors nor priests,
Nor wad we haen shoddy for breeks ;

We wadna haen mansions wi’ muckle deer-parks,
Nor slums whar the very air reeks

Wi’ disease an’ the vilest o’ stinks bred frae d irt;
Whar despair clinks alang beside want;

Whar maudlin hymn-ranters deliver their tracts,
An’ yowl oot their havers an’ cant.

An’ we’d maybe been best, for tho’ auld Nicky Ben 
Has been banned wi’ fu’ mony a curse,

Still, they only are wirds ; the folks praise him wi’ deeds, 
An’ the deeds are a michty piece worse

Than the warst o’ ill wirds. But juist crack as ye will, 
This war! is a heaven an’ a hell

Whar man is baith blessed an’ tortured by turns :
Whar his god an’ his deevil’s himsel’.

The Gaberlunzie.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

Good Man—“ My son, is your father a professional man ?” 
Boy—“ Yes’r ; professes conversion at every revival.”

“ Do you know much about that horse you bought from 
the deacon ?” “ I know more about the deacon than I did.”

A clergyman looked in at a Salvationist meeting just as 
the captain bawled out: “ Who is present 1 who is not 
among the saved ?” and a voice was heard, “ Our vicar is 
here.”

Tho following notice was read from a country pulpit on a 
recent Sunday : “ The pastor will preach his last sermon 
this evening, and the choir have arranged a special praise 
service for the occasion.”

Fond Mother—“ Clarence, didn’t I overhear you praying 
at bed-time for God to keep Willie Wiggles from harm 
during the night ? ’ Little Clarence—“ Yep ! I wanted him 
spared, so’s I could lick the stuffin’ out of him to-day.”

“Just my blame luck,” sadly soliloquised Noah, looking 
out o’er the vast waste of mud that spread as far as the eye 
could reach, “ Here I’ve gone and got together the greatest 
animal show on earth, and there isn’t a soul left to come and 
see it.” No wonder Noah got drunk.

“John,” said Mrs. Hawkins, as they were going home 
from church, “ why did the minister call the dove that 
brought back a green twig to the ark ‘ he ’ ?” “ I don’t 
know,” replied John, “ unless it was that if the dove had 
been a female she couldn’t have kept her mouth closed long 
enough to get the bough to the ark”; and thero was ill- 
feeling in that household all the rest of the day.

How to  Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to tako a fewcopios of the Freethinker and

try to soil thorn, guaranteeing to tako the copios that 
remain unsold.

(2) Tako an oxtra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in tho train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or got displajmd, one of our contonts-sheets, which aro
of a convenient size for tho purpose. Mr. Forder will 
send them on application.

(5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among tho audiences around street- 
corner preachers.

(6) Got your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in tho window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first poston Tuesday, and be 
marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.) : 7, musical selections ; 7.30 

Charles Watts, “ The Theological Free-Will Puzzle.” (Admission free ; 
reserved seats 3d. and 6d.)

Battersea Secular H all (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 
J. H. Woods, “ The Independent Labor Party.” (Free.) Tuesday, at 8, 
social gathering. Wednesday, at 8, dramatic club.

Ca m berw ell (North Camberwell Hail, 61 New Church-road): 7.30. 
S. E. Easton, “ Some Old Tales Re-told.”

I slington : 3, Special business meeting at secretary’s, 19 Alwyne-road, 
Canonbnry.

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.16, 
Moncure D. Conway, “ The Gardens of the Gods under the Culture of
Science.”

W est H am Secular E thical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 7, 
Stephen H. Alison, “ The Soul and,Anthropology.”

Open-Air  P ropaganda .
Battersea P ark  Gates : 11.30, A. Guest, “ The Infinite.” 
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ What Must I 

Do to be Saved ?”
Deptford  Broadway : 6.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Atonement.” 
Hammersmith Bridge ( Middlesex side): 7, A. B. Moss, “ The Ascent 

of Man.” Thursday, at 8.30, Stanley .Tones, “ Christianity and Social 
Life.”

Hyde P ark  (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ What do 
Christians Believe?” 3.30, “ Two Revelations.”

Mile  E nd W a s t e : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Secularism and Social 
Problems.”

Old P imlico P ie r  : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ God and the Problem of Evil.” 
V ictoria  P a r k : 11.15, Stanley .Tones will lecture; 3, W. Heaford 

will lecture.
W ood G reen  (Jolly Butchers’ Hill): 11.30, C. James, “ Buddha, 

Confucius, and Christ”; 7, “ Still it Moves.”
COUNTRY.

Birm ingham  (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8 
papers, discussions, etc.

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) : 7, social gathering. 
Chatham  Secular H all (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, F. Swan 

will lecture.
Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11.36, G. W. 

Foote, “ The Romance of .the Resurrection 2.30, “ New Light on the 
Old Book 6.30, “ Did Jesus Christ Ever Live ?”

H ull (St. George’s Hall, Storey-street) : 2.30, Greevz Fisher, “ Law 
in a Free State 7, “ Evolution v. Creation ”

L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ; 
7, Mr. Hill, “ Some Eccentricities of the Law.” Committee meeting 
after lecture.

Manchester Secular H all (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, 
.T. Hammond, “ Spiritualism and its Claims.” (Free.)

Newcastle on-T yne ('Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street) : 3, 
O. Cohen, “ Why are Men Religious ?” 7, “ Is the Belief in God Reason­
able ?”

Rochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street): 6.30, Sam 
Standring, “ How Margaret Marie Saw the Blessed Virgin.”

S h effield  Secular Society (Hall of Science, ltockingham-street) : 
3, Robert Law, F.G.S., “ The Wonders of the Sun”; 7, “ Is the Interior 
of the Earth Red-hot? If yes, whence did it Derive its Heat?”

South S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street) _ 
7, Social evening. :

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office): 
7, Robert Weightman, “ What is Infidelity, and who are the Infidels ?”

Open-Air  P ropaganda.
Derby  (Market-place) : 6.45, Mr. Briggs will lecture.
N ewcastle on-Tyne (Quayside—weather permitting): 11,0. Cohen 

will lecture.
Rochdale (Town Hall Square) : 11, Sam Standring, “ Some Events 

of the Week”; 3, “ The Pagan Origin of Sunday.”

L ecturers’ E n gagem en ts.
Steph en  II. A lison, Sunnyside, 72 Union-grove, Clapham, London, 

S.W.—April 21, West Ham ; 28, Manchester. May 5, Sheffield.

C. Cohen , 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—April 21, 
28, Newcastle-on-Tyne. May 2, r  3od Green ; 6, m. Mile End, a. Victoria 
Park, e. Edmonton ; 9. Wood Green ; 12, Sheffield ; 19, Manchester ; 23, 
Wood Green ; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a. Victoria Park, e. Wood Green ; 
30, Wood Green.

Stanley J ones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—April 21, 
m. Victoria Park, a. Tottenham, e. Deptford ; 25, Hammersmith ; 28, m. 
Battersea, a. Victoria Park. May 5, m. B’insbury Park, e. Battersea ; 
12, m. Wood Green, e. Edmonton; 19, m. Finsbury, e. Deptford; 22, 
Hyde Park.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—April 21, 
m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith; 28, m. Camberwell. May 5, 
a. Finsbury Park ; 12, m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 19, ra. and a. 
Hyde Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, Olerkenwell.

r pO FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring 
SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

m TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
i ; Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1- Best Quality, Is. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. Od ; extraction, 
Is .; painless by gas, &a-

April 21, 18Ç,

Works by G. W. Foote.
Flowers of Freethought.

2s. 6d.
First Series. 221 pp., bound mcloth-

Second Series. 302 pp. bound i“

■ith ^

Flowers of Freethought,
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is. An
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old M?n,<qIir 

exhaustive answdr to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone gj, 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth,

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Publi,0.,^ni in 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior eu 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four N ights’ Public Debate w 
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s. , On

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is- 
Will Christ Save Us ? A Thorough Examination of the ^  

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the Won 
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d. (, e ,jur.f
A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to' fort- 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and m 1 
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d. ci of
My Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from the 

Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d. ¡¡¿,
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar- 
Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id. aj.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone- ^  
The Impossible Creed, An Open Lottcr to Bishop 1 - 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest E ng land

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on L u x  Mundi 
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.

„ Rep1-’

Id.

&
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2' • 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. 0 j>iav&;3̂ ' 
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madam0

/i 3)*-
Jonah and tho Whalo, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id-! ' LepdS*‘ 
Mother, 2d.; (14) Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15)
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id. . . | ps$t$

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statist'0,1 
War. 2d. jifl pe°r

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does f°r ' 
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d. 0

London: Robert F order, 28 Stonecutter-street,

ile.

Read “ THE TRUTH
Monthly, P rice Id .

Edited by J O H N  O R A N G E -
J  - pot1

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Mr-
dor-

bor°rt
Pricols. Superior edition for Subscribers, bound, 11

signed, 2s.

VOLTAIRE :
H I S  L I F E  A N D  W 0  ^ ¡ rrNflS-

WITH SOME SELECTIONS FROM IU3
B y G . W . F o o te  a n d  J .  M. W h e e l ®8 J1 o f j

“ The English people ought to know Voltaire, 
their nation, better than they do, and this lively f  ' .  vvorlc- 
give them a good deal of information as to bis life a _ ¡̂¡(. ^
World.

wbat tue“ A lucid and interesting sketch of the great F 
strongly recommend it to all who want to know wu‘*u ' 
which Voltaire exercised.”— Weekly Times and Ncfio- more 

“ Those of the new generation who desire to know c0Il9al‘ 
whose writings their fathers were intimate shoe ( 
shilling volume.”—Reynolds's Newspaper. g q

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-9trcet’
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allinso n  for  h e a l t h .
C O N SU LTA TIO N S—jo a.m. to i  p .m ., io s . 6d.;

6 p.m . to 8  p .m ., Js. Patients Visited.
c» 5 D I 9 A L  ESSAYS. V oI. I .  F o r  P o s ta l O rd e r  for is . 2d .
T°Wco • on Management of Infancy, H ealth, Longevity, The Teeth,
(H°n. Biiioune ^ rin^ Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, Constipa­
t e s ,  pi, .n^ s» Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
fHe Itch,'etc '"omP â ‘nts. Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

C ° Q t a b P ^ S A Y S .  V o l. I I .  F o r  P o s ta l O rd e r  fo r is .  2d.
Jfair and ifc1̂ eS on *^le Healing Power of N ature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
p lhe Thin  ̂ naSement, Sleep and Sleeplessness, W ant of Energy, etc. Advice 
r°Ugh, j^jn ’ lor S tou t; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
lutnours, etcW°rm’ ^ y P °chondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs,

Mpt
Co,; 2 DICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d,

n  'C es. on .No More Death, Management of Young Children, 
VpneStlC ^>0' sons» How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live

Un- 
Live Onejundred y

^tractive. r?rs*, t0 , Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
u?.r*cose Veinç0 p  e-. Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 

lnter Cough’ A r  f , a.rid Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, H ay Fever, 
ercury. ** * Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

e s s a y s .

M.

Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
as Foiif'e! i 0n Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse, 

nu!S°ning t  ’• tom ato , Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
* ler A rtk i« * 1?,? Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and m . _ Also o i t. »-»•. • • -i 1 v» t '•
^fpes (Tette’- 2 ’ Synovitis or Infiammane 

SciWca rp °  .Sh.lne ,es>. Erysipelas, Ui 
M E m n ’* -. !asis ° r English Leprosy,

V - S 2 ,E SV YS- V -Y ;
Le

,l®ns Arti i ------V o i.
T 'V d ,  Traini! 01L Pore W ater, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse ; Rules for

Fot Postai Order for is. 2d.

"'«una.'s, li, _ ——-» — 7”.*r ’ c Flood Vomiting, Fainting, Apoplexy. TpU.Vng and Vom.t.ng of
. ->urns, Scalds, Bruises, etc. , • rp 8s 9d.,p o stfiee-

The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly boun , p  __*n £ye Opener to 
dJ^GIENIC MEDICINE. For Postal Order for is. .

V 'V ’MATIShl: ITS CAUSF, AND CURE. Post Lee for 7>
CUwLAND DIGESTION. Post free for 7d- f d.
CONSUMPTION: ITS NATURAL CURE. lost 7 ,  Order.** Booh, bound in One Vol., post fee t, Os. 6d. ¡>en ^  ̂  ^

PAMPHLETS f o r  YOUNG MEN. For a for I5. 2d.A ‘0 0 K f o r  MARRIED WOMEN. For 1 ostai 
C07nmunications to be addressed to—

. „ DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
 ̂sPanish-place, Manchester-square,

t h e  b e s t  bo o k
T ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS,

Ru e m o r a l it y ,
, r»-«- -------pR A c f,;

I BELIEVE,
or THE THEORY AND 

CE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
;eo %  I  U. HOLMES, M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

& *, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 
*„♦ Price Is., post free.

i,04*'iotpoJTerT° brinK the information within the reach of the poor, the 
V e P in » -1 Part" Of the Wdr nr» i-»-».l I..........' '  '>4 parts of the book are "issued in a pamphlet of U2■ PaSes

ozen , t . Y> Post free 2d Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. tU  y'ost free. ,
S?tfPblett‘0nai Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says ; ‘‘Mr Holme*
. aUhusja • : ■ is an almost unexceptionable, statement of the
¿e,1»r ‘n th®<wy and practice . . .  and throughout appeals to moral 
nY-tOttsian ! The aPec'al value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 

in hiYiUse and to human well-being generally is just combi- 
o-^for faniiVa?iI,blet of a plain statement of the physical and mo .

hp- aecuTiY limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
°5$«t possiw’ and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the

❖  “

___ V» X.JL.V ICVltUDlOCO -*u
?/shav«Ci i  °* the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt.and 

Trad* u?° sP.°ken of it in very high terms.
Cr 0rder* pv ied R* Fordkr. 28 Stonecutter-s r* should be rpbi - street, London, E.O.J. Q ^  8ù°uld he sent tò "the author?

• h OLMES, h a n n e y , w a n t a g e , b e r k s .
Vf.
« ¿ i , ,Renclell’s “ Wife’s Friend ”>  ip;Yr Mrs. Copulation p. 32, and Dr. 

P 31. Made solely by J. PutLEir, 15 
w ell; 2a. per (joz . p03t free (reduction in larger

, «  envelope. retlllCtl

rd8°î eless iS f iJ  A N T  C A U T I O N .iniîfof;- ' V ’ ^ n  w i i w 11 •
‘'My : ttendeij ,i. n 1°ns substituted by some dealers and chemists, 

•'.mtrod,,».» .Oo.’’ and “ -/ i f  o —-i-n --------- i...............1j todiiced Look being speciously and—« J. IF. Rendali 
to deceive the public.

11111 Autograph Reoistkuep T hape Mark

- ^ t

^  ^__ _No* 182’688>
"?ginSc>n,K r'N EA°n Box, without w m en None are Genuine. Ls .vrir.~-

Iff :al and Reverse Current, .Is. fid., 4s. Cd.,. r a ,t ,  , - —..v..,, ana iievcrsc tairrent, rts.ua.. 4s. (si
T w * ̂ o i ni ni r* Powder, 1« 2d. Quinine Compound, li. 2d

°ENûPi
15 C hadw ell-st., C lerkenw ell, E.C.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

A B O U T
THE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London : K. Fouler, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

132 pp., price Is .; hound in cloth, Is. fid., post free,

SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.
BY

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

The only Complete, Edition published in England. 

A c c u r a t e  a s  C o lf .n s o , a n d  F a s c in a t in g  a s  a  N o v e l . 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready, Price Twopence,

IS S U I C I D E  A SI NP
B y  COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Together with the Reply of M o n s ig n o r  D u c k y . 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

LAST W O R D S  O N  SUICIDE
A  Reply to the. Critics of “ Is Suicide a Sin ?”

By ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

I’rice 2d., by post 2£d.,

AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE.
BY

DAVID HUME.
With an Historical and Critical Introduction by 

G. AV. F oote.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
A CHAPTER FROM

S trau ss’s Original “ Life o f Jesu s.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)
Price Sixpence.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 4d., by post 5d.,

W AS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
REFORMER?

By CHARLES AVATTS
(  Pice- President o f the National Secular Society).

London : Watts k  Co., 17 Johnson’e-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
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F I R E
SALE ENDS APRIL 20.

Don’t m iss some o f the B argains.

A Few 21s. Parcels, ' „ . worth 42s.
No. 1.—2 Suit Lengths or 4 Trousers’ Lengths, good quality.
No. 2.—1 Black Figured and 1 Heavy All-Wool Navy Serge 

Dress Length : tip-top quality.
No. 3.— 1 Suit Length ana 1 Dress Length, any color or 

make.
No. 4.—Blankets, Sheets, Quilt, Table-cloth, Belt, Apron, 

Purse, etc.
No. 5.—Mixed Lot of Goods for Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s 

wear.

NEW PATTERNS 
FOR SPRING

N O W  R E A D Y . W R I T E  A T  ONCE-

They Include all the Latest Novelties 

both L adies’ and G entlem en’s Wear-

for

TROUSERS
TO

MEASURE 
7s. 6d.

Per Pair.

Round waist ...........
Round seat................
Inside leg seam.......
Outside leg seam ...
T high ........................
Knee ........................
Bottom ....................
Lined or Unlined...

(Lined 6d. extra.) 
Color ........................

L E A D IN G  L I N E S —

10s. 6d. Trousers to Measure. 

35s. Black & Indigo Serge Suits* 

Pure Wool Dress Materials, ^ 

Pretty, New Designs.
Boys’ Sailor Suits 4s. each.

J. W, GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD;
Price Is. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY
G. W. FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate, parts as follows :—
1. —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions arc printed in

parallel columns. 4d.
2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head­
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder 3 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is., post free,

SATIRES AND PROFANITIES
BY

JAMES THOMSON (B.V.)
( Author o f  “ The City o f  D readful N ight ” ).

Content»:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son, 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in the Rocky 
Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Commission of 
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The One Thing 
Needful.

Freethought Headquarter5
BRADLAU.GH MEMORIAL.

i r  pfltty
S e c u r e r ,

In order to provide Suitable Headquarters for the 
in London, which shall also bo a worthy Memorial of i
Charles Bradlaugii, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY ^
has boon formed under the Friendly Society’s Acts. Of ftnd s'g 
Mr. O. W. Foote, President o fth e N .S .S .,  is C hairm an^  
one of the Directors is, and must bo, also a member ° Qje $ec jjl 

This can only bo done by tho assistance of the L ares f  fjj 
Party, who are hereby appealed to earnestly. The ^ .oPi 2s’ 
each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. Gd. on nPI,1f l01iths’11 
on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two m 
must bo given.

FORM OF APPLICATION.
Gentlemen,— ^  gee"1

Ploaso allot mo...........Sharos in tho “ Nnt'0,j‘ ^ete ^
Hall Society, Limited,” on account of which allotment  ̂ ¿ e ^
hand you tho sum of...........pounds..........shillings, boi»n ^
of...........pounds........... shillings per sharo thereon. S°C’Ĉ
agreo that, if admitted a Shareholder in tho above-W11 
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its byo-D"^ 
from timo to time in forco. ..

Name (  in fu ll ). 

Postal address .

Occupation ( i f  any)

“ It cannot be neglected by any who are interested in one of the most 
pathetic personages of our time.”—Academy.

“ As clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World.
“ Well worth preserving.”— Weekly Dispatch.
“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift.”— Oldham Chronicle

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

CUT THIS OUT AND FILL I t |N<

and forward (with rcmittanco) to tho Socrc 

M IS S  E . M. V A N C E ,
2S StoncnUter-streel, London, E.O.

itati'

Printed and Published by O. W. Foote, at 28 Stoned 
London, E.C.

17523339


