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WAS HE CRUCIFIED?

®,VERY ono has heard of the sailor who was looking into a 
¡̂top-window at a picture of Jesus Christ agonising upon 

«to cross As he was looking a Jow came up, and the 
p *  knocked him down. The son of Israel picked 
“ UP> and inquired the reason of such treatment, 

you damned Jews crucify him?” said the sailor. 
sai<l the smarting Hebrew, “  that was a long time

°0' “ Never mind,” replied Jack, “ I only heard of it IV.”

^kristianity. It is full of moving incident ana^.^
Wkos. Children, who knew nothing . ° tion from 
Martyrdoms, have followed Jesus in i)ecome
^ethsemane to Calvary, and his suffer g through

tociated with their earliest feelings of P ^  ascended 
f  y. of affection. Had the Prophet of » « » r e * “  had
f  keaven like Elijah, without tasting a hitter deatn even died tasting

some disease, however terrible and1 v . jy  ,  .  * * w ^ “ JW IV O U , U U H O V O i  U C U I U I U  C t lU

6 'v°hld Tin!,,',1. ! ,  nsen. from the dead after such a decease-------- . . v u i  u n o  VAt/CVVA U iU J D l O U L U  Ot C lO G O cliQ O

^  never have become the object of such profound 
d  Heath from disease is common.

attention. And when
It is a violent 

the violence
'kat'h .u  ,
In.flicted o CXC-iteS - ................... ~  * —  -------- --- ••
i'ith eon-.n,'lu innocent man, whoso sufferings are depictec 
13 n° w o 'l0*  art an<i  invested with awful mystery, i 
nP°n the1'} Cl khat the story should gain a supreme hole 
' « a t . . uman mind—narMnnl •l.rlir wlion xira vomc•tit

its
¿ - - n  mind—particularly when we remombe 

0 carefully pressed upon every fresh generationin
Q^kinted'^Jfi'.316. "kildhood1, when’ the

nUtkority.v̂ nrvr.: i J *

feelings are

diieff'derin
naiiij_nci(ient

ion

--------.V.HOUVA, »* null 1/1 .10  lOUUllgO ° l L '

the imagination is at the mercy of accidon

'g the nature of this story, it is curious how its 
'ions T “ t~ 'the death of Jesus—is commemorated by 

¡¡■ere ^  l)r°fesscd Christians. According to the Gospels 
pkristia'8 a kuge eclipse during the Crucifixion; or, as 
'"suit otF )̂0?tS kave said, the sun veiled its face at the 
i^ntiers .UI,UI , 0 its God. But other times bring otliei 

i’|J andi as the Jew said, the Crucifixion was such ; 
-or’s d0a®n’ Christians call the anniversary of thcii 

'¡Pen their ^0°d Friday. No sign of sadness appear: 
.J'nk, atui Ci°untenances. They seem to say “ Let us eat 
n T . do (/w \ merry..f°r to-day ho died.” And certainly 

rJitans ,, ^  is a glorious opportunity for th< 
How f0w f as the sinners.
Vf"1 °.f those merry-making Christians ask them

18 that Good Friday is a shifting anniversary 
ta'V'H’ day „ "iUst kave died (if ho evor lived) on a par 
cai^^Pear«’« j fck° 'fay should be punctually celebrated 
■ °ndar. j esdeath always occupies the same pla

¡ S stl

- -u a ii always occupies the s,v™e \ oYcry y ca 
kv desus Christ’s death has to > .g cn0ugh t
¿ g n o m i c a l  calculations Such a fac dslovical fact 

l u  ask whether his death is really a n “ » ^  .
6liuu;S1no, answer to this question to poi

fial character of the Gospel narrative. A
d S lClrcUTtt8taatial than history. F°ok fttof 111 ̂  R,,h:' ' ~

is alway
-------- j . Look at the wonderfi

Crusoe. Oliserve tlio vivid portraitui 
Hianvlf*(1 ° ‘ f >ocs it not mako them more re;

Vet hePuta'

tQ^atoiet vw„
"cill.kan n,.?! °tkell0.
-5U6 . > y  . . persons with whom wo aro intimatcl

a,!’t conce ) 10l arc cientures of imagination. Tl 
^ k e  Produrr,- „ e tracos ° f  art. In the language '

kon
Sĥ r °fr0tUheCtr nS natural than nature ftsol

Q" tan ar°- It dooŝ rw\f̂  *S- uot so Sreat as tke art
N lkat are 7  uocs not satisfy the intellect and imagin 

; j  ortified by experience. To the critic

investigator it reveals grave flaws, wide discrepancies, and 
serious self-contradictions. One reason for these defects is, 
that the picture of Christ was not the work of a single 
master-hand. It was the work of many hands, in several 
generations. The first sketches, which seem for ever lost, 
grew into a finished design, not in a private studio, but in a 
public school. Fresh touches were constantly being given 
by daring artists, until orthodoxy checked any further 
development. The picture satisfied the simple and un­
critical, but the keen-eyed and reflective see its composite 
character, and notice the botches of the original designers 
under the improvements of later and more finished artists.

W e have no space to deal with the many self- 
contradictions of the Crucifixion story. We shall therefore 
confine ourselves to the task of pointing out some of its 
serious improbabilities.

Jesus had wrought many miracles. He had even raised 
the dead. What madness it was, then, on the part of his 
enemies to seek his life ! He had the power of blasting 
them into nothingness, yet they compassed his death as 
though he were but an ordinary mortal, to be put out of 
the way as a nuisance or an inconvenience.

They paid Judas to betray h im ; that is, they gave 
Judas thirty half-crowns to identify the best-known man 
in Jerusalem. We cannot believe that Jews were ever 
such spendthrifts. Nor can we believe that they were 
ever so foolish. Suppose the London police had to arrest 
the late Charles Bradlaugh. Would they pay anyone 
£3  15s. to identify him ?

Judas is the second figure in the Crucifixion story. We 
are told that he was smitten with remorse and committed 
suicide. Yet the earliest Christian writer who mentions a 
Gospel— namely, Papias—informs us that Judas lived on a 
great example of impiety, that he grew very corpulent, and 
was eventually crushed to death between a chariot and a 
wall. Evidently, therefore, the Judas episode had not 
been finally worked-up even in the days of Papias— that is, 
more than a hundred years after the date of the Crucifixion.

John, who gives Jesus a more ideal and mystical character 
than the Synoptics, states that Jesus advanced of his own 
accord to his arresters, saying, “ I am he,” and that the 
very sound of his voice threw them upon their backs. 
They got up, however, and completed the arrest; which is 
more than English policemen would do in such circum­
stances. A  man who could floor you with a word would 
be too dangerous to apprehend.

Bringing Jesus before the High Priest for trial involves 
ignorance of both Jewish and Roman jurisprudence. The 
priests’ court had no penal jurisdiction except in temple 
affairs, and only then over priests and Levites. It is also 
monstrous to suppose that the judges who were trying a 
prisoner would walk about the room, with the witnesses, 
the servants, and the crowd, and even spit upon and revile 
him. Tho writers of our Gospels were not Jews. They 
wroto long aftor the fall of Jerusalem, when there was no 
ono to check their absurdities, and they also wrote for 
Gentiles.

Pilate, tho Roman Governor at Jerusalem, is said to 
have sent Jesus to Herod, who ruled in Galilee, because 
Jesus was born thero. Is not this ridiculous ? ould a 
Frenchman who committed a murder in England bo sent 
for trial to Paris ?

Is it crediblo that tho wife of a Roman governor should 
send him a mossago while ho sat upon the judgment-seat, 
requesting him to acquit a prisoner because she knew ho 
was innocent 1
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Would a Roman governor— especially a proud one like 
Pilate— sentence a prisoner to execution, although knowing 
him to be innocent, and then exculpate himself by washing 
his hands in public 1 Such a thing was never heard of in 
the history of Roman jurisprudence. Washing the hands, 
indeed, was a purely Jewish symbolism. The idea could 
never have occurred to a Roman judge.

Pilate’s whole conduct is opposed to all we know of the 
duties and responsibilities of a Roman governor. His 
going to and fro between the prisoner and his accusers was 
justly described as impossible by the Rev. Dr. Giles, who 
declared without hesitation that “  no Roman governor ever 
condescended to an act which he would deem so derogatory 
to his rank and dignity.”

The haste of the trial and execution, the miracles at the 
Crucifixion itself, and many incidents which we have no 
space to criticise—all show that we are not reading history, 
but romance; a romance in the interest of a Church which 
had the effrontery to assert that Pilate sent an account of 
the Crucifixion to Tiberius, and that Tiberius proposed the 
deification of Christ to the Roman Senate !

G. W. FOOTE.

MADAME BLAVATSKY.

( Continued from p. 213.)

Before going to India, Olcott wrote to Swami Dyanand 
Saraswati, president of the Arya Samaj, that the title of 
the Theosophical Society should be changed to the 
Theosophical Society of the Arya Samaj, acknowledging 
the Swami as chief. Early in 1882, however, he realised 
that he had been imposed upon, and publicly denounced 
them. In India, Theosophy assumed new features. 
Spiritism, with its threefold nature of man, was changed 
for Occultism, with its sevenfold nature. W e now hear, 
for the first time, of the mysterious occult Brotherhood 
residing in that enlightened but inaccessible country, 
Thibet. Hindus had for ages believed that holy men 
called yogis could, by a course of meditation or asceticism, 
obtain magical powers, which placed them out of the 
category of ordinary mortals, and told wonderful stories of 
these Paramokshas or Mahatmas. The Theosophical adepts 
were modelled partly on the Indian yogis, partly on the 
mystical Mejnour, in Lytton’s Zanoni. They could 
perceive occurrences and precipitate messages, despite any 
distance, and only used their powers for good. In short, 
they possessed all the qualifications requisite to mako good 
Scotland Yard detectives.

The path to the possession of Mahatmaship was 
confessedly a hard one. Few members of the Theosophical 
Society could boast that their lives had been completely 
chaste, even in dreams, or that they had never taken 
alcoholic liquors, never touched animals, never partaken of 
animal food, and never worn the product of the sacred 
cow, all of which things, and far more, was necessary for 
the blossoming of this “  efflorescenco of the human race.” 
No wonder gentlemen like Mr. Sinnett preferred the 
shorter cut of pumping the Hindu adepts, Madame 
Blavatsky being the cl /inel of communication with the 
blessed occult brothers. The letters of the Mahatma, Koot 
Hoomi, were certified by experts as being in the hand­
writing of Madame Blavatsky. On many points an 
outsider could judge as well as an expert. Thus II. P. B. 
wrote : “  Olcott says you speak very well English K. II. 
wroto : “  One who understands tolerably well English.” 
She wroto “  thiofs,” so did K. H .; “ defense,” so did K. II. 
She wroto : “  So more the pity for those”; he: “ So more 
the pity for him,” etc. One of Koot Iloomi’s letters, giving 
out original revelations, was almost word for word a 
plagiarism from a speech delivered by Mr. II. Kiddle, some 
months previously, at a spiritist camp meeting at Lake 
Pleasant, in America, and reported in the Banner of Light, 
which exchanged with II. P. B.’s Theosophist. Her explana­
tion, that the astral spirit of Koot Hoomi had been at Mount 
Pleasant, only mado matters worse.

To meet the demand for occult teaching, a new edition 
of Isis Unveiled' was promised. I have before mo the 
Philosophic Inquirer, Madras, February 17, 1884, in which 
is advertised “  The Secret Doctrine, a new version of Isis Un­
veiled, with a new arrangement of tho matter, largo and
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important additions and copious notes and commentories 
by II. P. Blavatsky, assisted by T. R. Subba Row ’ 
B.A., B.L., F.T.S.” Mr. Subba Row subsequently &  
covered H. P. B.’s fraud, and withdrew from the Soc'® k 
The Secret Doctrine proved to contain a totally dinei® 
doctrine from that in Isis Unveiled, and one which 
even more a work of imagination.

The new religion was heralded by signs and wond®  ̂
The power of adepts to recreate matter was shown by 
reproduction of broken saucers and vases in the occ 
shrine at the headquarters, Adyar. The shrine was sinip̂  
that familiar device of conjurers, tho “  trick cabinet, 
had three sliding panels in the back. This .a â3e
admitted ; they were “  for convenience of packing m ‘ 
of removal.” It was fixed against the wall of her bet l0j e(j 
and just behind it was a recess in the wall lightly b°a®.  ̂
over, which had once been a window. On the other ® ^ 
in Madame Blavatsky’s room, was a sideboard with a  ̂
back. There was a hole in the boarding big eIl0U?j:n<r, 
admit a person into the recess, and a hole in the boar^ °0 
on the shrine side, big enough to let an arm throug*^ 
manipulate the sliding panels. All this, when disco' ^ 
it was said, was made after II. P. B. had left, in ®r(  ̂ ^  
defame her. For the revelations of her fraud by (0 
accomplice, Madame Coulomb, at length compelled h® }  
leave India. These revelations were accompanied by P 
in the shape of letters. The letters were afterwards i ® ,
as forgeries. If so, they were the most clever and Pur|jged 
less forgeries ever perpetrated. But they, too, were cerffere 
by experts to be in H. P. B.’s writing, and the}’  ̂
corroborated by Mr. Hodgson, who was sent out i ill(l
Psychical Research Society, of London, to investigâ ar, 
occult phenomena alleged to have taken 
One instance must suffice.

On May 26, ^883, Colonel Olcott writes : “ Fine 
menon. Got pair of tortoise-shell and lacquer vases-

- - - - " 1Vbe-

place at 

«Fine ph011’

flowers, in a cabinet, a moment before empty.” A\ ^
statement that ■sorceress was confronted with the 

Coulomb had herself purchased these vases,
lant" — M 
and tb;̂

Mahatmas had nothing to do with sending them by to
uF

she replied that Madame Coulomb had ■a g e n c y , » u e  i c p u c u  t u a i  i r i c t u c t u ie  v ^ u u iu in » -'

obtain vases like them, but failed; and that she (*' j  
C.) had purchased one pair of vases afterwards, ‘l̂ 0]onê 
they differed in shape, etc., from those received by jUpg 
Olcott. Mr. Hodgson, however, discovered who wa . ggid 
by going to the establishment where Madame Coulo .^ e  
she had purchased them. He was shown the entri ^ erc- 
books of the firm, and Writes: “ Madame Coulom > 
fore purchased the vases on May 25 ; Colon®

¡ceived them on May 26.” Comment is unnecessary^ jo 
Mr. Hodgson, who investigated the whole bus ^  ̂  

India with great care, came to the conclusion that „ fl® 
object had been the furtherance of Russian intercs ^  tL 
first noticed “  her sudden and curious excitem ^ A fg^  
news of tho recent Russian movement upon th 0t»l? 
frontier,” and he says : “  Madamo Blavatsky’s m® ^  pe 
emotional betrayal of her sympathies in the ons t0 
excitement was not rendered less significant by ., Ho

uncmj tpestrongly-impressed ‘ afterstroke ’ of a quito l“ Vj p8 
vituperation of the Russians, who, she said, wou „ jp* 
death-blow of the Society if they got into InC*13'. afg® °i 
Besant curiously defended H. P. B. from tbo 0 
being a Russian agent by stating in the 'hist®’, j 
September 25, 1891, that “ many Indian Theosop eedeu> 
Madame Blavatsky’s advice, enrolled for service, 0„bl®5'
. .  .......... . 1  _  T . .  r  • • 1 • a / „ R a n  . „ r #to repel a Russian invasion 
This was letting the cat out of tho bar - Di
The Russian la3y used her secret society i'1 ^  froIlt.1[)St 
Madras to repel an invasion on tho Afghft »gil1.'ct
These were truly extraordinary precaution^ oW
Russian invasion. It was doubtless with a S1 j.llSsi»- ,jr. 
Madamo Blavatsky wroto continually to ^ j s of 
facsimile of a fragment which camo into the f  ^

A

4
p rocesaf

Hodgson is given in tho third volumo of the g
ciely for Psychical Research. I t  reads as f°

“ Military men, more than any other, ¡sjnuLury men. more tnan any ou«»i ’dram11 ‘jpo L 
that the approacning act of tho J’.astern A re(l“ 
tlie last and the decisive one ; that i , rc‘J.u11I!ii®!p(j 
our efforts, every sacrifice on our PaFt’.'l(i,n.n

.siccareful preparation in every direction tliacj “  0\Vj 
war. They must remember that to sit l 
everyone has to Iki busily preparing, Is . tli®'1" 
crimes, a treason to ltus, their country 11 
He who hath ears to hear let him. • • •
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^  may lje noticed that the word “ Rus ” is 
, “ eu out, and the word “  Czar ” written so that it might 

when for “  God.”
gson quotes another letter, which begins : “  IsMr. Hod

you nend a Sikh 1 If so, the fact that he should be, as 
Societ V  V6r̂  mucl1 pleased to learn the object of our 
centi  ̂1S not at ad strange. For his ancestors have for 
'lomi'V been—until their efforts were paralysed by British 
Uttii a>  ''bat curse of every land it fastens itself upon— 
. , the divine truths against external theologies.
f°r ' ' 1 he letter concludes: “ Could you not hook out
ll0|ka'11 Bombay Branch either Gwalior (Scindia) or the 
of rt,„r-n . Indore— those most faithful and loyal friends 

j ne British (?) ”
politigV tde discovery of her impostures, and not her 
She jj , w°rk, which forced Madame to fly from India. 
Sin«.... “een watched in a most bungling fashion. Mr.
em T tt say* be pitied the unhappy police-officer who was 

1* °yed to watch her. He observes
‘ She pursued this officer with sarcasms all tlm while

. 'at he, in the performance of his irksome duty, p , 
V  in her vague and erratic wanderings, ^he would 
eHer him bags or letters to examine, and address him 
condolences Sn the miserable fate that condemned him 
,° play the part of a mouchard. I  suspect, from w la 
beard at Simla at the time, that the Bombay Govern- 
inent must have been treated by the superior authon 
d®8 remarks that were anything but complipientary 
n the manner in which they conducted this Business.

ive ' V dcr fbis officer was ordered to be withdrawn ; but 
her be quite sure the Government fully appreciated 
to rj, iU<;b'b Theosophists to enrol for service, if needed,xuissiavx :---- •

>0

inssian invasion. J. M. Wheeler.
( To be continued.)

T !S MEANT BY LAWS OF NATURE ?
V at — ~—
Îhe°lo8icCainfUSi?n andV  u, a mind 
°nbodo:

misapprehension exist in the 
in reference to the real meaning of the 

, s..°f nature.” The laws are regarded by most 
v" ls xn J  levers as commands given, and as arrange- 

.b' of two\ .b y  fbe “ creator of the universe.”  They 
s0cial , )!"ds : those which prescribe men’s religious 

T,erits in ,iUtles’ which are called moral; and the move
^ i i w -  “ e material „„„ 4.-------j - 1— -•— 1
Poet»mcorrect mateid;d world, which are termed physical. 

state8niUS° ^ e  term “ law ” is so general among 
en. s,„u -v.-i , that it is not surprisingr ____ K U i l l l  11/ is H O I /  S U i p l l S H l g

^  '»atrip10 8eneral masses of the community entertaining
'1(Br0 ‘ erroneous ideas as to its true signification. W e 

therefore, to - 1- -  -  ....................COf,rect
t^bife, of the term “ law ” when it is applied to
J V ic a l  ,i;'S becomes the more necessary because

.......................................

¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ J j f *  the 
S t y  n here it

meani what, in our opinion, is the

fo,

fo state 
f th 

becor
iject are eenfimially propounding fallacies

a ®axon word,
Latin,

but its interpretation is 
to govern, which we call rule.'Ll ^IV \  It IS n t j  O -------»» vui* luiv.

bhpg f means som V . lod ^  fbo general government of

it King
1 ^abrogated; 01ignored, altered, 0 accor(\ing 4°-  ren • -‘“-erpreted in many differen ‘ y at differ cn

V ŝ , ementa of society. It may also ^  tbe wishes 
4t«l ’ abd in different countries, acc.V  9orc0. But the
’*%<, of the people where it is phrase which
Vs V ot be said of the laws of n a tu r e »  l  _ „  -\Vhcn a
V t  f 0 an°fher meaning. Fleming ¿er the same

3 Uen%  observed, recurs invaria 1 > . b  has beenV e s S abces, we compare it to an act whicti 
b  an order '
tr conn a<jc°rdini
[H.baturpblfy in n n „ . "  «», lue ooserveu oruer,
u'1 Cfi ' This Hop 1G’ ls " ’bat should bo termed the law 

t pe s not mean that the law is a command
,ve fiGa being, but simply that it represents

(IS to law
4 ~ .u .111 acu which uas ueua

b'ch has been established, and say law ” T l . .  , ’ , , 'That is, the observed order,

« ¿ 5 ? .  to,
? a?cor,
eUVv Tfc

l  s°mc
We ,

J,’ °f ppfbtmula1,,*“ , ^  universe- . Law, applied to
find represents

Vf  te,
it

act a V om ere ,. '.fo,express tho modo, not theand areV f V d

V,e le:

acte 111 ln(hcafes the manner in which 
- an entl. ul>on, and, therefore, it must not 
make the aP,art from, or added to, nature. 
aVes ami t Ce. c Point to the north, nor does 

nut to fall from tho trees; it is

nothing more than a name for the conditions under which 
the forces of nature are manifested, and are recognised 
by the human mind. W e perceive the regularity or 
invariability which characterises certain movements in 
nature, and to this uniformity of action we apply the 
term “  law.”

Some of the most advanced writers of the early part of 
the present century, who recognised the idea of law, inter­
preted it to mean that there were certain consequences 
which always followed causes that had been so pre-ordained 
by the creator. To them the order of nature was the will 
of G od ; hence they considered that any infractions, 
infringements, or breaking of the laws of nature were sins 
against the laws of God. But such an interpretation of 
the operations of nature involves some curious conclusions. 
It really amounts to ascribing a preconceived intention to 
every natural event that happens. Suppose a man is killed 
by lightning, and that a village is destroyed by an earth­
quake, there is no dispute but that both took place in 
accordance with the laws of nature. But, be it observed, 
it was nature, not the laws, that did the mischief. To say 
that these events were pre-ordained means that the man 
was to be killed, and the village was to be destroyed in 
any case. If this were true, what a reflection it would be 
upon the supposed law-maker ! Such an assumption is as 
inhuman as it is unscientific. The death of the man and 
the destruction of the village can be accounted for by 
natural causes ; and it is a wise axiom not to assume more 
causes than are sufficient to account for phenomena.

W e allege that whatever happens occurs in accordance 
with what we call the laws or mode of nature, and is not 
produced by any external power. Against this position it 
is urged that, if it were so, no law of nature could be 
“  broken,” inasmuch as that would imply that nature could 
act against herself. Now the error of this objection is in 
supposing that, because the totality of all things is nature, 
therefore there can be no conflict in the various parts. 
Nature, as a whole, cannot of course be altered; but one 
portion may and does come into conflict with another. A  
man may use his physical powers, which are, of course, 
natural, to do that which produces injury on his bodily 
organisation, which is also quite natural, and we say he has 
“ broken a law of nature.” W e do not, however, mean that 
he has done anything which nature did not give him the 
power to do, but that he has used his power to a dis­
advantage to himself, and, it may be, to others. The 
expression, therefore, is relative, not absolute. Of course, 
strictly speaking, the laws of nature cannot be broken.

It is further objected, as there are certain acts which we 
are in the habit of speaking of as being unnatural, that 
nothing can bo unnatural if nature includes everything. 
Let us see what should be understood upon this point. 
We say of a man who treats his own kith and kin cruelly 
that he acts unnaturally, and we designate certain crimes 
as unnatural offences. But we do not mean by such 
phraseology that these acts are super-natural, but that 
they are infra-natural— that is, they are not higher, but 
lower, than nature. Further, a moment’s reflection should 
show that, by the use of these terms, we do not intend to 
convey tho idea that anything has been done outside of 
nature as a whole, for tho very powers employed are 
natural, and the acts are no less so. IVhat is meant is 
that a person who so acts has pursued a course of conduct 
which is not in harmony with our exalted conception of the 
sphere in nature to which he belongs. Measured by 
ordinary standards, one part of nature is higher than 
anothor. Man’s sphere is the highest of all that wo are 
acquainted with ; I10 has intellect of a far superior degree 
to that of any other animal, and he has evolved a moral 
law by which he is supposed to regulate his conduct.

Now, if, instead of conforming to the laws of his own 
being, man descends to a lower platform, and acts in a way 
that is utterly out of harmony with his exalted functions, 
wo say that ho is unnatural, meaning thereby that he is 
descending to a lower sphere in nature than that which we 
havo a right to expect him to occupy. The act that wo 
call unnatural in him would probably be natural enough in 
a lower animal, and therefore cannot be outside nature, but 
is only out of accord with the requirements of that part of 
nature in which ho plays his part. There is evidently a 
legitimate function for every passion and desire of which 
man finds himself possessed, and the proper use of these, 
according to tho purpose of nature, wo call natural; while 
to divert thorn from their proper object or end we say is
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unnatural. A  man has an appetite for food, which is 
natural; but he can starve himself to death, which, in a 
sense, is natural too ; and yet, in another sense, we should 
say it was unnatural, because it was -a violation of an 
instinct common to us all. Suppose a starving man to be 
destitute of food, and his own child, who has plenty, 
refuses that aid to his parent that would save life, we 
should regard such a son as an unnatural monster; not 
meaning thereby that he had done anything that nature 
did not furnish the means of doing, but that he had not 
acted according to the higher laws of nature which 
appertain to all beings moving in his sphere. All, 
therefore, that can be done is accomplished by what 
we term the laws of nature.

It must not be overlooked, as J. S. Mill points out 
in his essay on Nature, that “  the observed uniformities 
in the occurrence of phenomena, the uniformities of 
antecedence and sequence, are what in science are meant 
by the laws of nature.” He also mentions that we should 
know what particular law to use in a particular case, so that 
we may “  use one law to counteract another.” This means 
that, by studying the various forces of nature, we can avail 
ourselves of one force to control the effect of another. For 
instance, if a building is saved from destruction by a 
lightning conductor, it simply means that another natural 
force protected the building from that of the lightning. 
Both are in strict keeping with the laws of nature.

Charles Watts.
( To be concluded.)

THE JERUSALEM GHOST.

A t this time of the year, when the Pagan world celebrated 
the uprising of vegetation from the underworld, the 
Christian world is edified with a very ancient ghost story 
of the rising of a man from the dead— a curious event to 
celebrate with a movable festival. For such a stupendous 
event no one pretends there is any other evidence than 
testimony transmitted down to us through a period of some 
eighteen hundred years. What is it worth on such a 
subject ? Should we believe a man who told us such a 
ghost story to-day. Should we not think it far more 
probable that ho was lying, or lying under a delusion, than 
that such an event really occurred 1 But what is the 
testimony 1 If we look into it a little, I think we may 
discover how it grew.

Mark, the shortest gospel, is now admitted to represent 
the oldest version. Yet it is certain from the testimony 
of all the best manuscripts that the early version of Mark 
had no story of the resurrection at all. Chapter xvi. ended 
with verso 8, and the remaining twelve verses have been 
added by another and a later hand. All the original Mark 
tells us is that Joseph of Arimathca begged the body of 
Jesus and laid it in a sepulchre; that early on Sunday 
morning Mary Magdalene, Mary of James, and Salome 
went with spices and found the body gone ; and that a 
young man told them he is risen. Thus the earliest account 
does not venture even to say that anybody saw Jesus alive 
after death. Three /omen found his body was not in the 
tomb— that was all. What had become of it 1 Common 
sense would say, Ask Joseph of Arimathea. But this is 
never done, and the excited reports of the women may have 
given rise to the cock-and-bull ghost story with which the 
other gospellers favor us.

Matthew, in giving a fuller story, betrays its legendary 
character. He makes the Jewish priests know that Jesus 
said he would rise again, though, according to John xx. 9, 
his disciples were ignorant of this. They bribe Roman 
soldiers to say they slept at their posts, the punishment of 
which was death, and to deny for cash the most stupendous 
miracle they had themselves witnessed !

Matthew tells us that the cloven disciples went to Galilee 
and met Jesus in a mountain; “  but some doubted.” Luke 
gives no time for this journey, but makes him ascend to 
heaven from Bethany, says that they stayed in Jerusalem, 
and were continually in the temple. Acts, however, makes 
him stay on earth forty days. John makes it necessary for 
him to work another miraclo for them—a miraculous draught 
of fishes, such as they had had before. In 1 Corinthians 
xv. wo are told the first appearance was to Peter. John 
and the addition to Mark say R w,is to Mary Magdalene.

Matthew says it was to the two Marys. The 
according to the Hebrews says it was to James. Accor J 
to Paul, the second appearance was to the twelve. ' j  
says the eleven. Judas, having repented, either ret11 
the money and hanged himself, according to May j 
or bought a field with the money, wherein he re* ^  
burst asunder, according to Acts. John says the J 
Thomas being absent. Apparently, Paul had never 
of the doubting Thomas, or the defection of the much- 
Judas. But he goes on to tell us of a third appear®11̂  t 
five hundred brethren at once. How the story 
According to Acts, there were only “ about an huiidrc 
twenty ” disciples altogether. Dot

From all this contradictory evidence, which wou u ^  
bear ten minutes’ cross-examination in a police cou 
only thing plain is that a number of persons sal ^  
a number of other persons had seen the Jerusalem 
The only person who says “  I saw him ” was 'l0 pall|, 
Jerusalem, and not a believer at the time. This w* ^  
who, for a while, was an unbeliever and a persecutor ^  0„ 
how did Paul sec him 1 Apparently he had a suns r 
the Damascus road, and heard a voice from heaven,  ̂ ¡>H 
he took to be that of Jesus. He says: “ Las 
he was seen of me also, as of one born out of duehost stw
and we should say that those who credit such a g 
on such evidence must be born out of due time also- ,y

J. M- "

A FURTHER WORD ON MR. KIDD.
Jit

In the February number of the Nineteenth Cen l̂l̂ g '̂ !<
Kidd has an article in which he defends himself, s0bec®2for not dealing with the critics of his Social Evohlw1̂ , ^  
he thinks, his main positions havo not been c ¡( 
and the time has not yet come when any reply ^ b1' 
profitable. But he goes over and re-states
central arguments. And here let me say **-— - 
Kidd is in many ways a most admirable writc'V1 ^¡{j.

le»st.

my humble opinion. Ho is modest, ho w rites^  ^

on° •
thi® K

force of a man who believes what ho is writing, „sic1 
extremely interesting. He boldly says, in the con 
of his article, that tho opinion of the m u ltitu d e". (fjit 
the religious multitude— which received his \V 
extravagant applause, is not particularly val«®w ' 
writes, and the passage is a noble and a just ~

“ Rut I do not hide from myself that, from wr to \ 
equally with the other, no searching criticism k' 
expected. I have bad no purpose to serve ¡» M  
except the statement of tho truth as it presented . 
or n J  •laVe S°,Ughfc neither to op,,ose nor defend g 0 j  or opinion, and no preconceived conviction or 0P,®1!jic®,$, 
of ti.o'n -bee.n n-Dowod to stand in the way of the aj 
of be principles of human development therein P t 
■Science is an exacting mistress, and it is in the &  J>>
it is in this spirit alone that she accepts service 
endeavored to do her work.”
This
the true scientific spirit wmen socks iui •>— - , g gan*"̂ ’"
of preconceived notions, yet exemplifies at ;l '' k  
u .V m .ii___ i;__i ’ . 1 l,erc 1S

his passage, admirable as it is in tone, brcatll"jfrcgarít¡iii 
he true scientific spirit which seeks for the ti>1 gill})C ,,

ipcakiiig in ‘•.consistency, ‘ For ticrc ,,,
th«t K e n t  T ”  °Lf  ......  reverently f  j
language of JOne 10 ° 'ves allegiance, who ^¡e,n 
yet whose wholfU ICe’ ian-̂  aPPb’es the methods 0 
Is not 2  b o t  n J ° ^  i3, t0 laboriously show50 .be trusted, and that to keep the s o c tfJ J ^’  s a n c t i f yintact it is necessary to appeal to mora , t0j s 
are not only outside or above, but aro ° l,l)OSi0 tbyg tyFj 
knowledge. Mr. Kidd seems to belong jeadi°J /  
drugged’’ school, of which Mr. Mullock lS ‘ VJilu°^sji®30 
who scientifically prove that science lS -0n tba'SI .,/•profoundly reason themselves into tho p0S1J‘w e. , ¡¿bF
is useless as a guide in tho highest things 01 .¡on, "'“.¡ll’ 

T a lr «  f o r  in o ln n n n  A f.. V iA A ’a m n ,’ j l  p r OI ,.°Slt,l0
This is

Tak^’for instance,* Mr* Kid^s main l>r°Ç'thc ^  .
repeats in tho Nineteenth Century, ibis i
Mr. Kidd’s f a i t h : -

“ All religion is essentially ultra-ratio^ th® ¿gtj 
belief is capable of functioning as »  relig j0l)s 1 
of society which does not provide sai pi ..
outside of, and su,>erior to, reason.”
Now let us examine this proposition for a c3 iV .-l 
first place, of courso, as to what cons i .¡0lling 
what forms of belief aro “  capablo of »ll1
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that T'1 relevant now to decide, though one might suggest 
]jar ^'storically, foolishness and falsehood have proved no
timie, it

' a belief “  functioning ” as a religion. At the same 
as- ■" seems to me that in the above proposition, — 

m°“gb his book, Mr. Kidd is rather begging the question. 
ls logic amounts to this :—

ra>  belief is a religion which does not provide ultra-
JJnpnalsanctions : “  ’ ”  " “  --------------

providing such sanctions

«mettons ; these beliefs [Christianity, ^ormonism, 
f ĉ-] provide such sanctions; these beliefs are religio 
J.1?' °P]y religions are capable of pr 
asenable societies to exist*

!,n sWt, he attaches an arbitrary meaning to the term 
J ’ehgion an arbitrariness which was emphasised by his 

ceding Positivism from the designation, and then pro- 
aes an arbitrary result. , „
but now let us come down from these vague “  scientific 

£e.n,eralities to  ......... —   -----1 .— 1~With “ i*03 to definite examples. Instead of dealing hazily 
Motion ™ational sanctions,” we will ta"
reli
such.

gious Take the belief in hell.
take one religious 

That is decidedly a
motive of conduct—at least it is intended to bel - W11UUOU--- UU IV AO 1UVVIIUOU VO

"'hat \rIU here I must say that I do not quite understand 
sUperior r ^idd means by sanctions “  outside of, and 
ip this st ° ’ reason'” Religionists are often fond of talking 
rcas0ll » ta'n about theological propositions being “  beyond 
ration̂ ] » hell. Now, the hell doctrine is not “  ultra- 
hheso ,L  °,r “  superior to reason,” or “  beyond reason.”

- » e  are the old word-juggles. The proposition that two 
, u two make five is not ultra-rational or ultra anything 

fall’ neither is the hell belief; neither is the belief in a. 
eu man, or a crucified man-god, or any other o"loti, n v y lU U U . U J c U l - g U U ,  U I  ¿ U l ^  U t l l U l  U l  UI1Ü

the Christi^ J?̂ ?CÛ0U8 propositions that go to make up 
» ' a"  gion. -These doctrines are simply false.

time has come to cease playing with,r iu really the -® --  ,1 t no" sane manhese high-sounding phrases over belie »

holds. p v doos believe
J M , 1 contend that, to the man who re ^  determining 
, .bell, that belief is so far a ratwmd • ^ a man
7  conduct. In any case, it m,dlff'Cr  f . l t n i c  or false- 
M.be influenced in his actions by be1 “  • e8 the question

'eh he cannot comprehend. And t ■ distinction 
f  >  root of Mr. Kidd’s special pleading. T h e «  ^  
between “  rational” and “  ultra-rational beliet If, •ope,
re. ;s iustified in so ior instance, hell be true, a < such a man
w”'luting his conduct as to avoid he , possible.
r,,"uld be acting in the most rationa • beliefs, not
S f  eeal distinction is between true and false
, ween rational and supra-rational ones.'v°uld like M-Mr. Kidd
êbef, fr>„ M dl he say definitely that ho thinks the hell-

to give a plain
Hence it is I 

answer to a plain

hi
Uc/°r jnstance, - ct> and í has provided a useful sanction for_______ ____ ___  _____^Yillana so facilitated the pr°orc®s 1 belief in a

distinctly tell us whether he tHinKs words, tho
-■lor crucified for the sins of others— in that that

t ! tnne of vicarious atonem ent-w ill b e ^ e U ^  ̂  ^has
aft,

. . .__ "
-  a beneficial “  ultra-rationa va2ue general

1)rr,r A  it is not quite satisfying to dca _ runctioning as 
IeiT?slti°ns about beliefs “ capable 0 ,> n(i all the rest.

and “  ultra-rational sanctions, « jw  Mr.
Kii,bkes a little definite details. Ru > ‘ pursuo a
“ sn < 0cs not push his theories so • > d jn the
i>ra-rational belief” till he finds its logical end
> n w -  • -Cru» nnpi’A* . _ ««uo ito

JJJy  bim seif wi? F u - nis-s o r  a P in a m o n ti- 

atl to0! ! 1!3 thc°ry.

in
Ho merely

h Well for with daintily-worded abstractions— which
. aP to a... js theory. There is nothing more dangerous 
1 I'd when ^ a 8encral proposition to a particular case. 
B"rceivitl,, t/ 011 are so constituted as to be incapable of 
a  '"Uch<t,i1 ! V lecessity of the particular application, then 

c 'rorse fn )M^cr for your peace of mind ; but so much 
v. ^be ,vi ,r ^be value of vour thinkinrr 
Poreeiv Wb°le fact your thinking.
ne»]."® a CPr. •" appears to be that Mr. Kidd does 
5°ipo W’th bv p aip difficulty—tho difficulty which was 
i"d iv ;> e  4 o .  TSul0r..IIuxley in his Romanes Lecture 

t .̂'duals to ¿ „ ( .r ,  struggle for existence would lead 
ethijsly crush’ !, [or, themselves regardless °f others, and
b 't h C ls  to
cthicai v  crush"’ „  :v>‘ ‘“ ‘Cinseives regardless ot otners, ana 
then teachiur, : those less ablo ; tho whole burden of

"ical

< V ; e
dne^d’s recnnlT,.- ,a,ul. "  evolution ” to

I t  j  yjL U I I L Ü t ia U U  W U l b U  U U U U I U I

that, ¡f b involy lV°  ltsQff from extinction. Tho explana- 
tho racu G!i> as a corollary, the absurd proposition 

'rcre perfectly reasonable, it would die

urjo i(¡ 4.1 J VUU »* UW1U UlllUVil V»
r. i ff ;?  “ eth.v i> sucb crushing-out is wrong. How, 

d's rcconoT and “  evolution ” to bo reconciled? 
■ ' .ls solek, 'ation implies that tho purely individual 

.. ..cs^’í'Ply a Iatlonah and tho ethical instinct, so to 
N ,  „.""'f-h it t0 sGGSSa"y ¡ñeco of unreason which humanity

out, is surely condemned on its face. One might reply 
broadly that, since reason is human knowledge and 
experience, and since it embraces the whole field of human 
polity, whatever conduct helps and builds up the race, 
whatever conduces to human welfare, must have a sanction 
in human reason. The social instinct, then, the desire to 
succour others and help others, reacts on and modifies the 
purely individual instinct, and both are essentially part of 
human nature. That man in society subordinates his 
individual desires and ambitions to the welfare and 
happiness of others is a natural phenomenon; and it is a 
phenomenon which will remain after all the ultra-rational 
beliefs are swept away. If Mr. Kidd calls this social 
instinct in human nature the religious part, and if he 
imagines that it can only be kept alive and nurtured by 
false beliefs, he is in a curious intellectual cul-de-sac. The 
parental instinct is surely a social instinct as opposed to an 
individual one, yet assumedly in an Atheist or Positivist 
community, according to Mr. Kidd, the parental instinct 
would disappear. Does Mr. Kidd really think so ? If he 
does, he has been imposed on by some of the worst 
nonsense of the lower-class aggressive religionist—-nonsense 
which even less cultured and scientific writers on the 
Christian side than Mr. Kidd have been above accepting.

One must, finally, protest against the Kidd method—if 
the phrase be permissible—of taking beliefs and treating 
them as if they were objective entities, apart altogether 
from the question of their truth or falsehood. Suppose 
society could be saved if everyone believed that two 
straight lines could enclose a space, does Mr. Kidd think 
social salvation would be possible 1 And what, then, 
would we think of a sociologist who went about treating this 
preposition and its effect on those who did believe it, and 
its probable effects on those who might be induced to 
believe it, and never once touched on the vital fact of its 
falsehood ? If society can only be saved or kept together 
by sanctions which, though they may be trebly ultra- 
supra-rational, are yet in plain English false, then society is 
in a bad way indeed. In sociology Mr. Kidd, in fact, 
is the greatest pessimist of our time.

Frederick Ryan.

THE “ CHRISTIAN WORLD” NEWSPAPER AND 
FATHER IGNATIUS.

TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Allow me to thank you very sincerely for the 
short paragraph in your columns of March 24 upon the 
above. I hope that tho Christian— it should be Ration­
alistic— JVorhl will answer your very sensible and practical 
question, “  What on earth is an ‘ enlightened’ view of the 
Atonement ?” I, in common with all honest Christians, 
Catholic or Protestant, regard the Christian World's “ en­
lightened” view of the Atonement as utterly and entirely 
dishonest.

You also speak of my denunciation of Archdeacon 
Farrar, as “  that awful man,” and then ask “  what would 
I say of the editor of the Freethinker t” As you have 
asked, allow me to reply. I think that you are probably a 
gentleman and an honest man. But, Sir, if I heard to­
morrow that you had allowed yourself to be made an 
Archdeacon in our Church, and were receiving the salary 
of one, I should change my opinion of you and think you 
a blackguard and a rogue. If Archdeacon Farrar would 
accept the sub-editorship (at your invitation, of course) of 
tho Freethinker. I should similarly regard him—as I do you 
— as a gentleman and an honest man.

You have publicly asked me a question. I have answered 
it.— Yours faithfully, IGNATIUS, O.S.B., Monk.

There is the greatest difference between presuming an 
opinion to l>e true because, with every opportunity for 
contesting it, it has not been refuted, and assuming its truth 
for the purpose of not permitting its refutation. Complete 
liberty of contradicting and disproving our opinion is the 
very condition which justifies us in assuring its truth for 
purposes of action; on no other terms can a being with 
human faculties have any rational assurance of right.—J. S. 
Mill, “  On Liberty” p. 36.
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BLASPHEMY IN SWEDEN.

Captain Otto Thomson sends us a copy of the Stockholm 
Dagens Nyheter ( Daily News), which reports that Gustaf 
Thoren, the editor of the Soderkoping Posten has been 
found guilty of blasphemy and sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment and a fine of twenty-five crowns, for this 
impossible “ crime.” Our readers may remember that it 
was for an article on “ Schools and Religion” that this 
prosecution was commenced. This contemptible attempt 
to suppress free speech is as ridiculous as the attempt to 
mop out the Atlantic, and the prosecution will advertise 
Freethought views in places where they were unknown 
before.

Captain Thomson informs us that a new Freethought 
paper, Nya Sanningar, or New Thoughts, has been started in 
Stockholm. Captain Thomson has recently translated 
from our columns Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture, “  Which 
Way 1” which he will shortly publish to see if they are as 
ready to prosecute for blasphemy in the capital as in a 
small provincial town like Soderkoping.

NOAH’S SONG.

Tune: “  I’m afloat, I’m afloat.”
IM afloat, I’m afloat on my three-storey’d bark, 
Designed by Jehovah, my boat-house, the Ark ;
She’s built like a stable, and roofed like a shed,
With nought to distinguish her stern from her head ; 
She boasts no superfluous windows nor doors,
Of each she has one, and her triad of floors 
Foreshadows, in some sort of mystical sense,
Some change in her Arkitect centuries hence.

The Lord, who designed this pestiferous tub—
My “  second-sight ” shows me— would suffer a snub 
From people who know what a ship ought to be,
Like “  Lloyd’s ”— which with optics prophetic I see— 
Just think of i t ! cribbed in a three-storey’d Ark 
With thousands of animals, all in the dark !
Of light not a ray, and of air scarce a breath,
A coffin of life on an ocean of death !

I’m afloat with earth’s fauna, my children and wife, 
Although we don’t care for a seafaring life.
The fact is, Jehovah found out his mistake 
In tempting young Eve with a logical snake ;
And now, in his rage, he is drowning our race,
The living reminders of all his disgrace ;
In short, all his creatures, save those on my barge, 
Are drowning, in millions, this moment at large.

I’m afloat on an ocean where land used to b e ;
My body’s afloat, and my mind’s “ all at sea,” 
Dumbfounded in trying to fathom God’s scheme;
For, surely, the notion quite foolish doth seem,
To save one or two of a core-tainted brood,
In hopes of a prog'- >y wholesome and good !
I’m glad I am savedj but, between me and you,
He ought to drown all, and create life anow.

I ’m afloat on the flood that’s now destined to be 
An ocean of corpses—a sepulchre sea ;
A  black heaving desert of water abhorred—
The grave of a world, the accurst of the Lord !
My bark is a life-boat to tigers and swine,
But also, through infinite mercy divine,
A death-boa,t to thousands of children that gasp 
Whilst striving its black, mocking timbers to grasp.

I hear, high above my menagerie’s din,
The shrieks of the doomed drowning children of sin, 
And strive to extinguish my grief for their fate 
In terror lest I the creator should hate !
’Tis sinful, as Ilam was remarking to Shem,
To pity the folk whom the Lord doth condemn ;
So, harden your hearts, all ye creatures on board; 
W e’re bound to bo right if we copy the Lord !

G. L. Mackenzie.

A C I D  D R O P S .

The Methodist Times is “ delighted” that a WeskL 
Methodist has induced “ that enlightened body,' ^ 
Nottingham Town Council, to pass a resolution in faVOi ,, 
abolishing the delivery of letters on Sunday. “ If ^0I1, ^  
with all its millions,” says our pious contemporary,  ̂
live without a Sunday delivery, it is quite certain that8 y

London, oi: course, could “ live” with®“

no

other city could.”
a good many things. It could even 
Methodist Times. But it is simply ridiculous that
should be treated as it is by the Post Office. There > 
delivery of letters on Sunday, nor is a single mail dispat # 
till after twelve o’clock at night. If you drop a letter 
London pillar-box after six o’clock on Saturday eve? ’p jiiis 
will not reach Manchester till midday on Monday. M 
waste of public time, and interference with public jt 
venience, is pretendedly in the interest of Sundayrpfs p0jt 
is really in the interest of a bastard economy. I*ie, oDe 
Office will not employ enough hands to give them a ^  
day’s rest in seven, without giving them all the_ same ^ e. 
It takes the easiest and cheapest course for itselt, 
hardest and dearest course for the public.

The Methodist Times is bitterly opposed to Establish^ 
Churches, and quotes Mr. Bryce to the effect tt 
Constantine “ secularised the Church.” Mr. Hughes s ^  a

But it was threeC hristian ity .-^  

rest ^ete

regards this as a calamity. So do we.
calamity to Christianity. It took -------
hundred years to convert one in twenty of the ink 
of the Roman Empire. Nine-tenths of the reSu0f tb® 
converted in the next century through the patronage aJ1(J 
emperors, who used every means—bribery, intimidatio j^ s 
actual persecution—to make their subjects Chri 
Constantine was a great rascal, but he was no fool; ' ieulUeri 
that the Christian religion was a most convenient instf 
of tyranny.

Mr. Hughes is, after all, a half-hearted Nonconfm11̂nil . lAUgilC/O lOj Uiil/vl (111) CU llltlL lllalL UA/11 XI v» i (

He objects to the State paying for religion in chufcn R ¿he 
he wishes the State to pay for religion in schools. 
recent Free Churches Congress at Birmingham “ eo£ tb® 
in opposition to the Rev. J. Hulme, a member^ ,l0y 
Birmingham School Board. He declared that, gecUl»r 
attempt were made to revive the system ot pij 
Education advocated by George Dawson and the f  M fi 
Dale, the whole of the Wesleyan Methodists ot & nti,ey 
would be forced into the opposite camp.” That th° 
would vote with the Church party rather than " 
friends of Secular Education.  ̂ „

The Ilev. J. Hulme replied “ with considerable "  'l1”’ put 
He said that Mr. Hughes was free to differ from 1 Vh° 
“ no Nonconformist could be true to his principt 0f tb® 
countenanced the payment for religious teaching 
imperial revonue or out of the rates. Ihis was 0f tb® 
with “ strong dissent.” The fact is, the majonG sfil‘ 
Nonconformist men of God want the help of the St b̂®11 
as it serves their interest; their objection to it beg , 
it serves the interest of their opponents. ,

ill1»
stThat Free Churches Congress discussed “ The Ch 

Social Questions.” Mr. George Cadbury, the c0 . g 
presided at this sitting. He argued that the Chur goi®»
supply leaders to the great social revolution that ' 
forward ; otherwise the consequences would be on Do» 
as in France, where “ such a revolution was 1 , ^e»1’
Christian men.” What this cunning Quaker rea ^  fr ­
is that the Churches, and especially (as he saw; „¡e» '
Churches, should nobble tho revolutionary 1 ( iiang' „ 
Men like George Cadbury don’t want too great “M g  
tho existing order of things. Nor do the Chui~ * r-/vm ., -JJSsuch a change. It is so hard to get coppers fro1 capital s 
men, and so convenient to fall back upon tn° r0iig>0 
Cadburys, who can write out big cheques to
purposes.

Most of the men of God who took part in this ^  0f tjĵ  
were very strongly in favor of a rigorous enforce ^  v m  
law against vice and immorality. That is an ■-i t u  
gentlemen; but where the deuce do you come 
should you be paid so handsomely, merely to 
police 1 ____ q,nil

i o®

ca
in '1. "tb®
,11 in

presse®
! ....nf f f e S

Under the heading of “ Whispers,” the - 
finds: “ That Mr. Hugh Price Hughes express 
violently opposed to tho B irm in g h a m  system o
That the Reverend Hugh Price Hughes is w o u ^ ,V  
opposed to somebody or something, lhat if Jo^11
to think 
reputation

more and talk less he might yet c9jjt. 
i for exaggeration, sensationalism, an  ̂ ^  0p

One of our readers attended Mr. Keir Hardio s ŷj,eii 
Burns, which was criticised in our last issue.
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whv^8 lvas ovor, this gentleman rose and asked the orator
' produced religion and Jesus Christ in connection 

evasive 6 ^dependent Labor Party. Mr. Hardie gave an 
choir i)r, / '  Discussion, he said, was a waste of time ; the 
l^dinrrtv6 i 0’ w°uld sing a hymn. Fancy a man like this 
IJrnm;„. , T hosts of Labor out of the Wilderness into thelrotnised Land !

d ^ arnett- writing in the Athenœum on “ Other 
Superstitions,” calls attention to the following 
trom The P'copie o f Turkey : “  MohammedansPassa:go

X̂̂Cpn f r. , 1 -i. y j  1*1 IKVU . XU.UJ1M1UU1WUUIJ.JU

Uiedati ■ ? Christian faith, and Christians the Moham- 
rocours, . . ’ hut both, in cases of incurable disease, have 
t°rnbs f!frtuClpro.cally  h° each other’s holy wells, to the sacred 
creeds x , sa-ints, and to the prayers of the clergy of both 
the An, , have often seen sick Turkish children taken to 
°Ver thp6nifa ohurch at Broussa, and heard prayers read 
children*1?, >y Armenian priests. I have also seen Christian 
the visif n *-°. Hodjas to be blown or spat upon, or have 
Piece (,f X 11 intermittent fever ‘ tied up ’ by means of a 
Oarnetj. Cp,ion thread twisted round the wrist.” Miss 
have acit*s that Jews as well as Christians frequently 
Turkish wifS? to Hie good offices of Dervish sheikhs and

Tt is
witches.

feunig (ip.i?,rteH that the Pope, in his brief on Christian 
hut si,,.’ T1 n°t refer to the validity of Anglican orders, 
fold. tiP y nrgo the Church of England to return to tlue 
PnHiicatiS ^tholics are doing their best to see that the 
and it is °n- , the brief is followed by reports of converts, 
hliurc], ri11. that some prominent members of the English 
*°llo\vprl Vnion wdll go to Rome, where they hope to be 

ny some Welsh parsons if disestablished.
It

esUbV i?robably with 1hvie7 p f i l s 8beenaplaced°in the ,stabhshment that the Papal Brief ha? the collection of 
' hds of Cardinal Vaughan, authorising. ^  t which 

!  ®Ven Welsh counties into an Apostolic Vicariate, 
new Catholic bishop will shortly be appointed.

S T ;J J i o f e d u w h ’u ------  ”o V  of

^'^ylebone^lasu g*are* the sairutpredilection. At St. Mark's.

COlir'-û * Ai u i tue um  oiiru iii m issal,
Ur°Iuuen wh ISy 10r°ughly popish. There are other High

xxu KJU. X.XU,i.X (=,
ness , last Sunday (being Palm Sunday), pa mfd^the 

cfiuV  and censed and carried in procession
c'ioir singing antiphons, responses, an ' ion 

Some mg was wanted, however, to perfect the .
auq ev,°ne-say the parson—should have mounted a donkey 

U *eaded the procession. ____

^ai’r°ii says in the Forum Library : 1 ' l® xV,CV|omi-naq ^'nation in the United States, if we estimate denom
c f e al wealth according to the average value of the
PTnitt-edlfice3 and sites, is the Jewish The next s the
^ r t h n ? ’ is the Reformed (Dutch),
C l V  I fotestant Episcopal. The average va no of the

° l  Reformed Jews is 8:58,839; of the Unitarian.
IVo V  °* the Reformed (Dutch), 819,227 ; and of the Mutant Episcnr^i

In Atue
Piscopal, 8 1 (1,18 2 .”

tailL/Hnerica the sky-pilots usually get half fate ^er 
Setv: ads> as well as low rates for educationT & > .  and fro« ■ •

the

ill'- ~“u Iree tickets to concerts and elite t̂^Chicago, diviuh^ect has recently been publicly discussed at Lhica^,
< 1  students themselves saying that the  ̂>u <)Wp„ le priesthood can d »; ,v' "
W L  V  °ne

__ vtiV „1, J 1U JJ'VOU
rnood can claim special favors,” and “ society

-«u—-fU<i ! , y  to the man who is always holding out 10 kick him.”

iaking^e Rev. Young said
’fTruey Chr?0 ride> „ _________  ______—
fi® ass ,Vlr‘st took on an ass when he entered Jerusalem. 
•,f Rev. y n requisitioned without the leave of the owner. 

{')tnstanp^U8’i He will take a “  free ride” under similarMil f 1. WnioV. — ’ -

“ I have no scruples about 
since I always remember the free

eir,
Self hi fUuees vvlhni. lK( a tree ride under similar

he Penitontiary ̂rrounded “ Our Lord,” will find him-
Let him go in and win.

The
resign hisomas Dixon has been ôrct1>. ti'st ciiurch,h the Twenty-third-street 1 t0 \,is

many of his congregation 1 1 discussed mPoaching, which has been much disc
^ 4 ^ 1m5 r- # “ °nSay8: 1 SeCk ,f

C  V r ^ h V e,» man,. - 
8Pei nn

e."" i i t ° n
noun, '

^Uion'“}'- Une” ' says: “ I seek to Do in
î §  C d dinouncin^eT ^ CCê ed dr8.t by. il -loP« scries
^ ° st

fo:
— ov*̂ v;t;«ueu nrst by a long scries ot 

nciiijr Ingersoll, and then by being arrested 
5nt°°tln8 r?bins on a “  huntinir exnedition.recent lg robi Urst. ent sensation

s >
6Vaä edh

hunting expedition.” 
was a pulpit attack on Dr.

-j  tt. -n  *•* vue Holy Ghost, n e  was 
St Who bei; niram Worrell, a prominent travelling 

eves m visions and manifestations of the

Holy Ghost as in the days of Pentecost. The congregation 
is divided on the subject.

The American public;, especially the Catholic section, are 
easily bamboozled. An Italian correspondent of the New 
York Sun, after hinting that the English press knows 
nothing about the matter, suggests that the late visit of 
Lord Halifax to Rome may bring about the end of the 
Anglican schism, and the reunion of the Church of England 
with her long-hated mother. If ever the Pope was foolish 
enough to expect such a reunion, Cardinal Vaughan and 
the English bishops have probably undeceived him.

Of course, as Christianity breaks up, there will be much 
talk of, and'many attempts at, reunion ; but such attempts 
may only precipitate the end. While the Catholic Church 
confines the drinking of the blood of the Savior to the 
priest, it will have little chance with the lay Anglican, who 
thinks he ought to have a regular supply of that fluid 
himself.

A writer in the New York Sun points out that, while they 
are appealing for more money for churches, there are within 
easy distance six churches whose entire congregations could 
easily be accommodated in one.

Mr. Joshua Nunn, of Maldon, has been sued by two 
parsons for tithe rent charge. The Rev. J. Coling demands 
£10 12s. 8d., and the Rev. Reginald Tavernor Love 
£11 13s. Mr. Nunn says there is nothing on the land 
wherewith to pay, and the tithe charge is ruinous ; but the 
men of God have piled expenses against him to the tune of 
£24 18s. 8d., and the end is not yet.

The St. Petersburg correspondent of the Chronicle gives 
an instance of gross superstition in Russia. A  Jew farmer 
sold his wife (who was enciente) to some robbers for a large 
sum of money, the intention of the purchasers being to kill 
the woman and draw out her veins, from the superstitious 
belief that the veins of pregnant women render thieves 
invisible. Luckily for the intended victim, her little 
daughter, aged only four years, overheard the bargaining, 
and told ner of it. She sought the protection of the land­
owner, and the husband ancl robbers were arrested.

The Emperor William’s piety is of the royal diplomatic 
order. He thoroughly understands that a God is a useful 
article to a king. But he will also patronise a Pagan deity 
on occasion, as last week, when launching a new ironclad at 
Kiel, he is reported as saying: “ Thou art now to be 
ranged among the armed vessels of the German navy. The 
names of the ships which belong to the same class are taken 
from the old Germanic legends. Therefore shalt thou also 
recall the grey ages of our ancestors, and the mighty god 
who was worsiiipped and feared by all our Germanic sea­
faring forefathers, whose mighty empire extended from the 
icy North Pole to the distant South Pole, on whose ocean 
waves were fought the northern fights, and death and 
destruction brought into the land. This great god’s name 
shalt thou bear. Mayst thou prove thyself worthy of it. I 
christen thee with the name of ‘ Aegir.’ ”

The prisoners in the witch-burning case have been 
committed for trial. It appears that the husband, Cleary, 
was a regular member of the Roman Church, and mass was 
celebrated in the room where the crime was committed, 
though the priest pleaded ignorance of what was taking 
place.

One of the things which confirmed the belief that the poor 
woman was a witch was that when the sacred wafer was 
administered she spat it out. What became of the conse­
crated element which contains the body, blood, and bones of 
divinity 1 Wero these sacred elements trodden upon on the 
floor, or did the priest, as in duty bound, take it up and eat 
it himself 1 ____

Belief in the Bible-warranted superstition of witchcraft 
lingers in some parts of England as well as in Ireland. The 
Western Chronicle of October 4, 1889, mentioned a case at 
Hornington, in the New Forest. The daughter of a local 
Primitive Methodist preacher was believed to have been 
bewitched by an old gipsy, and it was thought that to cut 
the witch’s finger would break the charm.

As late as September 4,1803, a poor old paralysed French­
man died in consequence of having been ducked as a wizard 
at (Jastle Hedingham, Essex ; and on Septemlier 17, 1875, 
an old woman was killed as a witch by a half-insane man 
at Long Compton, Warwickshire.

The St. Louis Globe Democrat says : “ While the House of 
Congress was in session Sunday night, which by legisla­
tive fiction was called part of Saturday, Mr. Broderick, of 
Kansas, strolled over to the seat of Mr. Bailey; of Texas, who 
has a great reputation as a parliamentarian. ‘ Bailey,
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queried the Kansan, ‘ do you suppose the L llld  Congress by 
calling this Saturday will be able to fool the Lord V ‘ I 
don’t know,’ replied Mr. Bailey, doubtfully; ‘ perhaps it 
will. It has fooled everybody else.’ ” .

Listening to a discussion among his officers as to the value 
of a name, Bonaparte once said : “ It has much. Do you 
suppose that I could ever have become Emperor of France 
if my name had been Skaggs 1 No, no. The French will 
stand a great deal, but Emperor Skaggs would have aroused 
their deepest animosity.” If Jesus had been known by his 
proper name of Joshua, all the gilt would have come off the 
gingerbread.

April 14, 189®’

The Jewish Chronicle (April 5) says it is amusing to 
how anxious the Temperance Societies are to prove the 1 , 
provable. “ The late Dr. Edershein was offered one huruu^ 
pounds b y  such a society to prove that the wine mention 
in the New Testament miracle at Cana was unferm ent i 
and, therefore, non-intoxicating. But he refused.”

It adds: “ Dr. Erich Harnack has just given the sain® 
folly a knock-down blow in his pamphlet, Die Bihel nna , 
alkoholischen Getränke ” (Berlin : B. Hirschwald ; 1895). 1 j. 
abstinence may be a desirable thing, but it is the s“ eeI 
ignorance to argue that the wine of the Bible was n 
alcoholic.

General Booth insulted the reporters at Sunderland, first 
turning them from their place, which he said was not for 
reporters, but a penitent form. He called them poor, dead, 
shrivelled-soulea creatures, scribes who put questions, but 
nothing in the collection-boxes. When they rose and left, 
he said they were running from God. What have the 
reporters done to the “ General ” 1 Have they incurred his 
resentment by taking down and publishing his speeches 
exactly as delivered 1 ____

Lord Rosebery has at last given a Broad Churchman a 
turn by appointing Canon Fremantle as Dean of Ripon. 
We suppose he got his billet for his Liberal politics, not for 
his liberal theology.

Canon Barnett, who was formerly vicar of St. Jude’s, 
Whitechapel, says that the Church schools in the East End 
are, “  as a rule, inferior schools.” He advises the Church to 
give up the existing schools and build a few model ones.

Before the St. Asaph Board of Guardians, the master of 
the workhouse admitted that a lady had received permission 
to visit the workhouse and collect signatures to a petition 
against the Disestablishment of the Welsh Church. Mr. 
Mostyn Williams inquired if any of the imbeciles signed. 
The master replied: “ Yes; one or more; but, strictly 
speaking, one is not an imbecile.” These admissions gave 
rise to an animated discussion.

At Barrow the parish council, in opposition both to the 
Home Office and the Bishop of Peterborough, have dedicated 
their cemetery without any consecration. They see that the 
only meaning of consecration now is extra fees for the clergy, 
and are right in standing out against the imposition.

At Chevill, Wilts, the first Nonconformist burial, under 
the Act of 1880, took place last week. An old man named 
Isaac Ealey was laid to rest by a minister of the Plymouth 
Brethren, of which he was a member. Some excite­
ment and feeling shown on the occasion by the crowd 
of mourners were intensified by the action of the rector, 
who refused to allow the deceased to be buried with his 
wife, but ordered the grave to be dug in the remotest 
corner of the churchyard, behind the church. A most 
unseemly altercation also was raised at the grave by the 
sexton.

The name Easter is doubtless derived fromEoster, a Saxon 
goddess of light, whose festival was kept by our Pagan fore­
fathers about this time of the year. In the East, Easter is 
called Bright Day ; in Bohemia, the night and morning 
ushering it in are called “ The Great Night.” In the Middle 
Ages the poor at this season fed in churches, where there 
were passion plays on Good Friday, and sports, dances, and 
farcical exhibitions within the holy building. There is 
plenty of evidence that religion was essentially Pagan down 
to a period little prior to the Refi~ mation.

The early Christian Church is said to have been rent by a 
violent dispute as to when Easter should be celebrated. 
The Eastern Christians kept it like the Jews kept Passover, 
from which, with them, it was a development, on the 
fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, which, of course, 
involved a constant variation in the day of the week. The 
Western Christians, with a truer appreciation of the 
meaning, declared it must always be kept on Sunday, and 
this view is said to have been adopted by the Council of 
Nice. But the question gave rise to much controversy, in 
which the rival churches and bishops damned each other, 
“ quite persuaded all the apostles would have done as they 
did.” ____

It is possible that the Motza cakes eaten by Jews at 
Passover may, like the Good Friday bun, be a survival of a 
sun-sacrament. They are always of a round shape, and the 
Jewish Chronicle say a that when a baker tried to introduce 
square ones he did not sell a single pound.

On Seder night, at Pesach, the Jews say : “ Next year in 
Jerusalem.” But they do not wish to go there, for all that. 
Moses knows a trick worth two of that.

»Samuel Fox has a follower in Edward Pickard, an° 
Quaker, who was turned out of Truro Cathedral for keep ^ 
on his hat. He maintained that the building was natî  ^  
property, and that he was within his legal rights; hu rt 
was marched out by the wardens. There is a long ( u 
in Lake’s Falmouth Packet. Pickard said: “ The fact 
mustn’t wear your own hat —that is, you mustn t p°s 
your own head—on the priests’ premises.”

The Philadelphia Times (U.S.A.) reports the proseciihj 
of Joseph and Elizabeth Copestake, of Fifty-Secon 
Wakefield-streets, by the Society for the Prevent 
Cruelty to Children. They had subjected their kwo t0 
John and Joseph, aged respectively eight and elev ce’n»r 
frightful tortures. Their hands were tied to the 
water-pipe on cold days, and they were stripped .l U j)UCket 
denied food. One time their feet were placed ina\, J to 
of ice-cold water ; another time they were compel jor 
place their hands on a red-hot stove. All this was do ta]je, 
the children’s good. “ All that we did,” said Cop ur 
“ was done in a Christian spirit.” “  Where did you 8® 
idea of Christianity V asked the magistrate. hr0 
Bible,” was the reply.

An American committee of women is charged w.yj sho)''
task of getting out a revision of the Bible which w 19

thf‘
ill Si

the mis translations in other editions, so far as t
concerned. It seems to be the notion of the com m it go4' 
the “ we ” in Genesis includes the “ motherhood 
instead of the polytheism of the writer, as is u.nC |0 re»® 
the case. This is another instance of attempting 
into the Scriptures what the reader-in wants there. ^

A clergyman died in his pulpit at Dayton, 9^°pro®.e3j  
delivering his sermon. This, of course, was in due y Jied 
of nature • but had a Spiritualist or Agnostic *ccLUu[J h».v0 
under similar circumstances, the religious press w <jp' 
proclaimed it an act of God, to punish the offende 
oelief of his holy teaching.—Progressive Thinker. ^

Ingersoll once told a story of a Yankee who visited,^ pe 
Ararat and brought away a stone with him, '  as » 
exhibited at a Sunday-school in the United ot tjj0<h9; 
proof of Noah’s Flood. The Rev. James Gibson, js pot 
New Connection minister, of Hucknall Torkai >jjavi0fe 
quite so bad as that Yankee, but he is bad enough- ^  tP 
recently visited Rome, he has much to say * pro®1 
Catacombs, and he pretends to have found in tn (.y tP 
that there were Christians in Rome at the tin ^ utK 
Ascension1 Every scholar knows that_ this .0n ^  
nonsense. Mr. Gibson draws upon his imagm , i 
largely. He says that “ for 250 years it 'vaS . ,-itlicU 
confess Christianity.” Of course the statement 
lously false. ____

At the recent County Council elections in 9°*vife / ’ 1  
following conversation took place between the _ « G®1 j 
Secularist and a canvasser on behalf of a sky-pn . not- 

madam. Is Mr. R. in, please 1” “ No, h0^  to sIs Mr. R. in, please 1” _
“ When will it be convenient

morning, 
am Mrs. R.”
him ?’ “ Any time after seven this evening 
husband a Moderate or a Progressive!” 1 ,,,
which he is.” “ What paper does he r°.a
freethinker.” “ U rn ! A h !  G o o d  d a y , m adam

;6 ®

I The AWa°v MUCh f0r Poor Human Nature. .(
I missionaries, wlw’are notStpted’ ‘sen<i wives outi ™sel,'eS’| for the very proper mo ^ !*d°wed to choose for them (jy 

fall in love with t W  SOr- t la t men who do this fred , th® 
I true missionary snirit Wlres.’ l l r ' ( i  love interferes 'vd ^  „ 
I twice-afflicted A-;, ' 1' Arrthird wifi; was once sen s)l0
! arrived. The bridl e  Io hoarded the ship sV} f v0o^  
She advanced with i a‘ne upon deck to meet her brid0£r Jt 
y «  an anxious eyes and blushing ch efy  by.
Hie 8ympat]|i'• ent- hho officers of the ship 8 , renj 
pathos and of edi<LPi^Seni?™N expected a meeting , ¡fid

, «tood before her chosp101' J ho hrido r:iisod Y  ^J brow, was, “ Aci, ,i)-sen’ Alas, all he said, as he ¡>m 
ch, Himmel, red hair again !”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

7.30 ^Pr‘ l 14, H.all of Science, 142 Old-street, London :— 
)yc , 116 Romance of the Resurrection.”

Hall NoV-o and Thursday,.April 17 and 18, debate at the Public 
Evn<jen 'v̂  rompton, with Rev. A. J. Waldron, of the Christian 

0 Society, on “  Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead ?”

 ̂^ ~L Glasgow ; 28, Sunderland.

8 and 9, debate at Derby with Mr. Lee (C.E.S.).

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

As we go to press we learn from Nottingham (not from Rochdale) 
that the Rochdale Branch ‘ ‘ strongly protests ”  against what it 
is pleased to call “  the unconstitutional action of the Executive 
in overriding the votes Of the Branches in the matter of the place 
of the Annual Conference.”  It was distinctly stated that there 
was but one vote for Nottingham above Bristol, and this became 
a tie when the London Branches made up their votes on the 
Executive. It must also be remembered that the vice-presidents 
have a voice in this matter, according to the old rule of practice. 
The real ground, however, for deciding on Bristol was that the 
Nottingham Branch had not complied with the conditions by 
guaranteeing a suitable place for the evening meeting. The 
Executive was unanimous, and the President kept perfectly 
neutral. The Rochdale Branch should really make enquiries 
before passing votes of censure.

A. G. Levett.—Thanks.
Mr.

J arles

*&U8t a required, a stamped and addressed envelope
Play ( J  ^  Bffra-road, Brixton, London, S. W,

»  n r r M W atts’s Engagements. - A pril 14, Liverpool, -L  
oVWalworth Radical Club, e. Hall of Science; -8, H“ 11 
Spence. May 5, Glasgow ; 12, Dundee ; 19, Camberwell, -6, 
Manchester, —AH communications for Mr. Watts should be sen !° h«n (if a -

ni ■
« ■TLVManchester).—We referred to the matter in last wee s 

l „ V d Drops.”  Powell as a member of the N.S.S. is ineffably 
Gita Crous* Could you not see through such folly . 

nolLES IlAHUIN<b 2 Sydenham-terrace, Fratton, P°rtsinouUi, is 
V  S,ecretary of the local N.S.S. Branch, in place of Mr. Hore; 
I h.°  lla3 resigned. C. W. Loveridge, 200 Fawcett-road, South- 
re ’ ,18 °°rresponding secretary. The Branch will ho 

J w lar meetings during the summer.
'am,;o-(LiverP°ol) - -T h e  quarrel between the two libellers is 
furlK1" " ’ but we do not intend to notice either of them any 
in unles3 wo get an opportunity of making them suffe 

person for their sweet exhibitions of Christchai
„ “»ILi

■1-ity. Tj. ■ W* j” “  tul ineir sweet exniDicions oi unristian 
°al the Duni A bad Poliey to give them the advertisement with-
uUNB̂ pUnishment.

V  See ParaSrap9-
, °ur tellin¿. ÍÍT to bave y°ur cheerful letter. We remember______ion«****™4 n ' "aumg us personally about that Christmas Number.

are publishing the Hall of Science Libel Case ... 
timbertS / ° r,m. will be ready for circulation soon after this_,, .U PQ-«.ocr of the Freethinker "fistol is quite true. 
l? the Gospels

is published. What we said at 
Every religious idea and moral maxim

°csug Was c°mmon property before the Christian era.
'v°rl(l nothing, except belief in himself, with which the. Q j, " as not alreadv ..1 nlready familiar.

h,

.. -----—'-.j xuuiinar.
IavitirrlfifV'V—Your letter is manly. You did quito right in 
itri-ieff a , braSSart severely alone., , ---------- » .v .u ij uiuiiu. A fellow who can advortise

, —Iiu -  gkn T f  niost able champion of Christian Evidences ever 
„.e.ar that ° tk nndergo medical treatment. It is amusing to 

a Sold k f  0  ‘ nhdels dread him.”  Wo know tho Debate is 
’ĥ 'C an-t ! lb bas been expurgated since tho trial.

, ' 0.bliged. ‘It '(1) Ma:

b°lence i as

See paragraph. 
nT thanks for your kind and [interesting lettor.

-iu no ------much life and love for Freethought in
°lence lihei your8clf- (2) Certainly the damages in the Hall of 
jMict, \vhr>nCa3i! wero ridiculous, but it was something to get a

.‘.the R q q a r roethinker was suing Christians. (3) A  Branch :°-H. wnnlrl .k. -i .. -
mvir. would doubtless do well at '  a<V .^Bqy  jn London,
oav”hr the whole subject of organisation, P^in,iry democratic 
iriLtk iOUS Attention. It is pretty clear that oi

L, “ °ds fail in all militant enterprises. HI Certainly
ĥe'lRn'iY'w'Phanks for cutting. SeejS q t fo n k i  witchcraft in 

Chri,t ble 18 responsible for the superst nos3ession, even in 
the Nnan™00untrie8. Ifc toadies demoniaca l  Bndor t0 raise

uh^(.T°tStament- Saul went to th0u Thou »halt not sutler a Witq. Samuel, and Exodus says, H . blood enough
W v e  nu'I,0-” Tbat si“ Slc text has shed i n n o c e n t £ (l

Bibles that were over printed, w  whetherM & h esa g  weU as Catholics, (3) We can boon
a  was a sincere Christian, re \.

^ “tts'su bad the blues.^ « h e w  
• C.
th6> ,

(4) Wo agree with you that Mr.. “ ° w Pamnhi .— "  0 “ groe witn you that, Mr. 
 ̂ reulation ' * ° n Christ as a Social Reformer deserves a 

■See
”“e wh i i50°  “  Acid Drops.”  Thanks. ^  °  propaganda.

W. y. Qle Tyneside district tho scono of an a 1 ^  we wore
igtioranil'T We did not recommend the la y Thoso wlio did iocotl  1 of her character and qualificati 
Len6ro tnd ber now admit that they.
^ ar p-  nr°^He’s Own ■v,w*v, mud oijoj- 911UU1U uiii  ̂ uo

° Us» and evífX̂ °ní5e’ not exPonso others. ' It
are

S S ** '

StH n ^ ed. that the loctun 

r- Ron. noinbors 'k..)V 0 “ nderstood

—j were grievously mistaken, 
admirable, but they should only bo

thaeV« n ' i orse’ to press untried 
it th„ ocular platform, especial

and unknown 
especially wlion it is 

ers already thero are far too little

that tho Branch enrolledI ,  « . ( J , , . ,  ‘ “ ‘noers h,,. uiac tuo «ranca onre
.,eX  vilN— Com,; "  ero n°t apprised of the number.
tea,
ititi
‘ht
I

, -uv HÜ
mt. J 'A —Commands to 
hrouijk'.“: xx- 17. It wi
‘der i   ̂ birth tho nonni.l4^eaws.

, , A ._ destroy tho Canaanitos aro found in
forth , i ' t was David who, when ho took Rabbah,. nv, i Deonln fK~*- —  -I • ’  themÂ Â Î  ^ ^ « ''th cfc in q  ami" put

i

, -*audosl°. <Jaribaldi Passage was from his Ride o f  Ilo
a 0,1 .l/o,t, „ ; j )a8- g e  was from the Unitarian Society’s

\V l10 alKiClleni n i l ' l l  narr°ws of iron, and untlor axos of iron, 
a, 110 citio,'if ., uo,u.gb the brick kiln. And thus did ho 

lN’E.i , _too children of Ammon ”  (2 Samuol xii. 31).d7o,(? '‘ ‘NES

s k ; ? ' 1 Tl"
Immorality. (2) Wo aro obliged to

~ “  ...............ängo of l ’rico
(3) Delighted

tìia,t°ry is dealTwith01-1' liradlaugh’s challengo of ’l ’rico 
We belte 'iT . ,11-1'1 our exposure of it.4dp,1 t i ■ exposure oi io.

1 to “ ring you t0 Froothought.

P apers R eceived.—Stockholm Dagens Nyheter—Harbinger of 
Light—Echo—Blyth Bi-Weekly News—Clarion—Two Worlds— 
World’s Advance Thought—Post—Universal Republic—Lake’s 
Falmouth Packet—Crescent—Bradford Telegraph—Zoophilist— 
Huddersfield Examiner—Liberator—Financial Bulletin—Dawn 
of Day—Twentieth Century—Truthseeker—Las Dominicales del 
Libre Pensamiento—Newcastle Leader—Isle of Man Times— 
Cape Times—Review of Reviews—Forum Library—New York 
Sun—Non-Sectarian—Freidenker—Der Arme Teufel—Chanter’s 
Magazine.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

L ecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.O.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

THE HALL OF SCIENCE.

Mu. Ii. 0 . Sm ith  oilers to take £525 in cash, and £75 in 
paid-up shares, to satisfy his entire claim as vendor and 
mortgagee on the lease of the Hall of Science. The 
original purchase-money was to be £3,000 for the lease, 
fixtures, and furniture. Of this sum £1,400 has already 
been paid. It will be seen, therefore, that the new arrange­
ment involves the considerable reduction of £1,000.

Mr. Smith stipulates that the matter shall be settled 
during the present month of April. The Board of Directors 
of tho National Secular Hall Society, Limited, at a meeting 
in Mr. George Anderson’s office, agreed to satisfy Mr. 
Smith’s claim on this basis, if possible ; and authorised me 
to appeal to tho Freethought party for its prompt and 
generous support.

Prospectively there can be no doubt as to the value of 
the lease. The neighborhood is a rapidly improving one, 
and in another ten or fifteen years the lease should be a 
first-rate marketable property.

Upon this site it is intended to erect new premises, 
which shall be suitable headquarters for the Secular party 
and a worthy memorial to Charles Bradlaugh.

To acquire the unencumbered lease is the first necessity, 
and I earnestly appeal to the Secular party for the means. 
Existing shareholders may increase tho number of their 
shares. Non-shareholders may take shares immediately. 
They are £1 each, payable at once, or in instalments of 
2s. Cd. on application, 2s. Gd. on allotment, and 2s. 6d. jicr 
call afterwards. Friends of the movement who do not 
wish to become shareholders can forward donations, which 
will bo invested as shares in the name of any jicrson 
they please, or in tho name of the National Secular 
Society.

Intending shareholders may save time, which is very 
important in tho circumstances, by filling in the application 
form which will bo found in. the Freethinker advertisement 
columns.
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This is a great opportunity, and every Freethinker 
should ask himself, “  What can I do in this crisis ?” and 
then do it. The law of the country is against us ; it 
treats us with indignity and injustice ; it deprives us of 
the proprietary rights which are enjoyed by all religious 
bodies ; but this is a reason why we should tax ourselves 
all the more freely, and even severely, for the great cause 
for which some of us have suffered, and for which some of 
us would die.

No one can say that I have spared myself in this 
enterprise. A  few intimate friends know what time and 
trouble it has cost me. And it may cost me even more in 
the future; for I am resolved that no more quarrels or 
disputes shall arise from divided responsibility. Still, 
fresh precept must be enforced by fresh example. I 
propose, therefore, by way of encouraging others, to give 
the whole proceeds that accrue to me from last Sunday’s 
and this Sunday’s lectures. I am only a poor man, with 
many claims and heavy obligations. There are many 
members of the Secular party who are more fortunately 
situated. I appeal to them to do their best in this 
emergency. And I also appeal to all others, even to the 
poorest, who can only take a share or give a shilling.

W e have vindicated the reputation of the London Hall of 
Science, and indirectly the memory of Charles Bradlaugh, 
against infamous libellers. Let us now acquire and 
renovate the one, and do a still greater justice to the other. 
Let us build a Freethought temple on the spot which was 
consecrated by the eloquence of one of the noblest heroes 
who ever battled for truth and liberty.

G. W. FOOTE.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

There was another capital audience at the London Hall 
of Science on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on 
“ The Death of Goa and the Life of Humanity.” His dis­
course was highly appreciated and rapturously applauded. 
Air. Foote occupies the same platform again this evening 
(April 14), and will take a particularly seasonable subject— 
“ The Romance of the Resurrection; or, Did. Jesus Christ 
Rise from the Dead ?” It should be noted that the Sunday 
evening lectures now commence at half-past seven.

Mr. Foote’s debate with the Rev. A. J. Waldron on “ Did 
Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead 1” takes pla.ce in the Public 
Hall, New Brompton, Kent, next Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Major Scott Moncrieff, R.E., and Mr. Charles 
Watts are to be chairmen. The joint-committee have made 
a curious arrangement. Both chairmen are to act each 
evening ; the Major is to keep Mr. Foote bn order, and Mr. 
Watts is to keep the reverend gentlem.in in order. We 
shudder to think what would happen if the chairmen 
differed. Perhaps the debaters would h.ive to keep them 
in order. ____

There is sure to be a crow to hear the debate. The 
Christians expect to see the infidel “ wiped out.” They 
generally do—-and they are generally mist aken. If anything 
happens to Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts will be there to bring 
home the fragments.

Freethinkers or Secularists residing in or near New 
Brompton are requested to purchase t heir tickets for the 
debate in the Public Hall, on the 17th ai id 18th List., re Rev. 
Waldron v. G. W. Foote, upon “ Did Chri st Rise V on or before 
the 14th inst., after which date they will be sold to the public.

Mr. Charles Watts had three excellent audiences last 
Sunday at Sheffield. Friends from surrounding districts 
mustered in good force. Mr. Watts, we are informed, was 
in his best form, and he received her.rty applause from his 
audiences, who were evidently pi eased with what the 
chairman termed “ an original and intellectual treat.” All 
the Freethinkers on hand were so Id by the close of the 
afternoon meeting. ____

Mr. Watts lectures to-day, Sunckay, April 14, three times 
at Liverpool. __

Mr. Putnam, the President ef the American Secular 
Union, will arrive in England probably on May 1. As

we announced last week, he will be met at Southampf011 j. 
Messrs. Foote and Watts. His first lecture will 
the London Hall of Science on Sunday evening, May 
when Mr. Foote will preside. Mr. Putnam’s subsequ^, 
lectures in this country are being organised by Mr. >'a 
to whom all applications should be made immediately-

Mr. Putnam will attend the Annual Conference of - A  
N.S.S. at Bristol, and read a special letter to the LUn ■ 
Freethinkers from Colonel Ingersoll. Out of respect ̂ ®0I1iC 
American visitor, it is to be hoped that the car 
grumblers will take a holiday on that occasion.

The report of the Hall of Science libel case is being 
in pamphlet form by Mr. Foote. Besides the ver ■ 
report, which appeared in the Freethinker after the Mia b0n, 
pamphlet includes an historical and critical Introdu0 e 
and an account of the so-called “ Leeds orgies,” w hich ,, 
for so many years been the principal stock-in-trade 
certain class of Christian Evidencers. The delay in 1SŜ0 pe 
the pamphlet has chiefly arisen from Mr. Foote’s desire . f 
overwhelmingly accurate, so as to leave no possible roo 
further misrepresentation. We appeal to FreethinKe ^ 
spread this pamphlet broadcast. Whether they do 
not, we have incurred the expense of producing A a \i 
piece of justification”—to borrow a French phrase- js 
appears to us that a permanent account of the libel a° u|jsb
almost as necessary as the libel action was itself. To Puof dotftliit is an act of policy, and to circulate it is an act —
The pamphlet runs to sixty-four close-printed Pa?eSL  at 
the price is only threepence. The first edition will JLj’ke 
this price, pay for the cost of production ; but we S". \p

It is our intentw^jhappy to reprint for a larger demand. ^ 
send a copy to all the religious journals in the kingd°'Hjet 
to the leading daily and weekly newspapers. Thepa.?,yir- 
will be on sale soon after the issue of this week’s Freetn

The Newcastle papers report the funeral of Mr-fWiv 
Brown, late secretary of the North-Eastern Secular r ^  
tion, whose death was announced in our last issue- 
Daily Leader notices that “ there was no clergyman P -  j)ej 
nor was there the usual tolling of the bell.” Mr. C-.. ni,cThe
spoke at the graveside “ with solemn impressiveness. . j]y. 
Ti'.nsprrtinnn C^.hnprvn-inlnalla Viiu nrlrlroca ** a. nont. n.nil beauw 1Eveninq Chronicle calls his address “ a neat and bea 
worded oration.”

whoWe are pleased to note that Professor Huxley^j^tef.M D  H I D  I U l i C f c U  JL ,

passed through a severe attack of influenza, is muen 
lie  is a fighter who could ill be spared.

of £At Rome the funeral of Signor Rosea, the founde ^  
anti-clerical club and a prominent Freemason, was ®*  ̂ j,ad 
occasion of an anti-clerical demonstration. No Prl aSsCa 
been allowed to visit the dying Freethinker, w l0p{eiU ot 
away quite serenely. But the hearse bore the elU j 0yer 
the cross. This was at once objected to and_ covers ^  jin’ 
with the banner of the Giordano Bruno Association, ^ flio 
great satisfaction of the anti-clericals,” says the paP 
body was cremated. ____

A new Freethought journal has appeared in the r°l 
of Argentina. Its name is Giordano Bruno.

____  Afri c*
They had a religious census at Bulawayo, South^ 

the total population of the township being 1,537. g 9k’ 
the Church of England numbered 974; Luther* pUtc; 
Roman Catholics, 95 
Reformed, 86;
freethinkers, ■* , x icc uumui, o , — ■npisw* vs
Greek Church, 6 ; Agnostics, 2 ; Atheists, 2 ; _ ^  peretlC 
Pantheist, 1 ; Pagan, 1. Evidently there are a te 
not afraid o f  declaring themselves so at Bulawayo-

Freethinkers owe a special debt of gratitude 
Speaker Peel. When that masterful man got in’*0 u wh1x 
he speedily put an end to the baiting of BradlaUfe ^  
the Tories and bigots had indulged in for four y oe 11 - 
which neither Mr. Speaker Brand nor Mr. Glad „

l v/i. j-ii.jg.ie* net uuuaroiou c/1 J qQ •
holies, 9-'); Jews, 92 ; Presbyterians, - . ¡0ii, 
6; Wesleyans, (¡1 ; Baptists, 10 ; no r q9tSi C 
s, 4; Free Church, 3; Congregate nfijstSiL.iS

been able to stop. All that was really wanted wah 1 I'lij'k 
and that Mr. Speaker Peel brought to his new' FFArty m  
was a stir among the young bloods of the “ stupm 1 t j
Bradlaugh approached the table to be sworn 
new Speaker would not tolerate any uncon Jjel® jp 
interference, and Bradlaugh took his seat gio»11 
unchallenged. What a blessing it is to haveasti 
a responsible position ! , ¡m.

rthPgtJ
n o *

. ,, Y firw ate*The authorities at Düsseldorf, Heinrich Heine s g)Jgge 
would not find a place for his statue, and it is n ,in(J P 
that the monument should be sent to New J-°r 
in the Central Park there. W1’

I ÄMr. \V alter It. Cassells, the author of Supema tunypiiitCA 
writes in this month’s Nineteenth Century on the 9 , 
ron of Tat.ian ” Hr contends that, allowing over;'-Vfj U3 

Diatessaron, it does not g1
ron of Tatian: 
is claimed for

He * 
the
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Us than A.D. 140 for the Gospel of John, and leaves
Q°Spe] out any proof of the apostolical authorship of that

its & th ?  lipids Branch, which was very successful with 
a Soiree gatherings at Christinas and New Year, announces 
that tlr .0I" . aster Monday. It is only necessary to mention 
White ' V ? ' 1 '3e under the able management of Messrs, 
satisf.™ “ ow to ensure that all the arrangements will be 
^efreshm ^  commence at 7.30. Double ticket, 2s. 6d.

J ^ _ H l 8 9 5 ,

Uefrp; i , r  ___________ _
■nents; moderate prices.■J, ____

at 4.3o îl^ am friends intend having 
for Te„’ „lri<re-.f’d. Social in the

a tea on Good Friday, 
price Is. TicketsTOn o ,1 o  .* ►-»'-/wail.

pltasarih Social, Is. 3d. Just the place *to go and spend ataSnr.1- .• IS. .5U. JUS'
tune ; dancing till 2 a,

?Wtef0\i*i^ers^eld Branch sends us its printed balance-
,'Rie 
beet
®ea y”* l?.e year ending March 31.

*e ljeii(î̂ uttle lecturing done in that period, chiefly owing.
There appears to have

Ugllpy. , 1 1 1  ̂  U O 11 1 U XYJYAj W 1 1 X/A.XJ U II l l l g ,

00,1 tain« e’ to the difficulty in obtaining halls. Huddersfield 
thorn .Som,®. sturdy Freethinkers, and we should like to 

v°rking under more favorable conditions.

âtherj?,k / 'I  another column a characteristic letter from 
8ytllpathv’n:niUi5' • ^  is impossible not to feel a certain 
tde Chm-gk^t i hiru in his protest against “ infidelity ” in 
■ 0 necess'f * the same time, we cannot help feeling that 
‘^sietiKn'ty tor his honest indignation only marks the 

Progress of the spirit of Free thought.

fersey'skvrl-Cian Press has unanimously condemned the New 
[pin spent-’ °ts wBo sought to prevent Colonel Ingersoll
i d v J ^ inS~a* Hobokem The New York Commercial 

says: “ It is humiliating and pitiful, the efforts 
Bible W  preachers to enforce by law the respect 
Iheykvluci1 their feeble tongues are not able to inspire, 
they n ie tlad centuries in which to promulgate the faith 
th- ,i?tess, and yet we find 

'tfiods of the Puritans,
good Quakers and waged'■HQ Wr»rv-» ~ —

th, Q t̂hodS’ a/ U* yet we *tnd tliem returning once more to 
trf^Uted the Puritans, who, seeking religious freedom,

VVnrva a  ^  v ^ u o iJ V O lö  (U I U  >Y<t/£
en accused of witchcraft.”

nig,iyuo i
bloody

that'\iP^vtfl News-Tribune remarks . ffieasehiï J '- Ingersoll may not entertain any J i ^  that^iea^ 
M C  that he mav imt i"1'

“ It is absurd to say

or, -lh
£ > n

-“ w  ne may not expound his views, ncy and
the bounds, not of prejudice, bub day

*ur ar„ l morality. If Mr. Ingersoll takes bu.a.y^  Church
’*'hict1Ulnent and discussion, it is % e TneersoU, it mustW ̂ a s s e t  him the example, and Mr. Ing^rso^ as

femembered, does not pretend to iegara

■ Register (Unitarian) says : “ Col. Inger soil’:
] ql .
llOl-o l ?> thoUirK ^UlWlliUiy MVO . CU1. nigciwua
hev;i J'asphem)l ,y lnay offend good taste, are not any 
tij>L* aaj ti. ous than a theology which made God a cruel 
to a °Us hatre 5najjir t̂y of mankind the victims of his un- 
tevpCc,lSe Colnn i t r ministers who preach such doctrines 

rence.” e tngersoll of blasphemy is a parody on

to?.? i . _ -nparlv ft7\Zev’ Y',rk Morning JourT l d ra o o eF ifth -a v e n u e ,N e w*ofk '̂ c.riPtion of the roof garden of 40 , inKersoll have
tWnUW e the grandchildren o«, ^ " ‘Hheyhavo 
lost J  Aground and a tobogan slide, tt . y ■ j0 and

fan up there as the other little toiB hVf.. ° hkely to — -0& ___ __ _
~*j co get run over, or to®^ ^ ¿ 1̂  asthey would 

•or. vVuint)s> had manners, or bad E g  there to  P W  
îth a ie ^reet. Colonel Ingersoll goes^.p ̂ ran(icliildien. 

I t th ? im- .He has a good time '  ..«largedphotograp 
of U (, 'hawing-roomof the house is a v0 \\ttle on
C r in ° V p m n  of Freethought, with his

yn8 about his neck.” ___ _ by

^ h 2 r\geraad opens its April, number with . .1> X laN ieuwenV--=- -  ’
to Can.

luo ^orn liumoer wun e'ntitledleuwenhuis, the leading Dutci^ ’ ,{ “ The
ay to Canossa.” Mr. Wheeler s acc ̂  ^  EndC) 

die Bab” is also translated y • 
enefit of the readers o f De Dageraad.Prnt.

-ie ColTr M- ^iarsh, the distinguished Patur^^^^j
^ « c C ^ e ,  contributes a paper to the .

He“ “’ coverv of a missing link in Java. 
si2g''? of a Dn 'hat Dr. Dubois “  has proved to science the 

’• rain r w Prehistoric form, not human indeed, butltYl»1 , POWPP ’. . . . . . i n .  “ ""¿ ¡S  ‘ a °.

" NVV exPresses without .rese[ ' ‘ 0 creat,” the d
[ f  ¡ul(h!]ven zeal for exploration i s  ? l t e r n i e d i a t e  tbe

t  remains of “ still other lie indicate t'hncal ;  e3f-Pected at no distant day. he most in '^lils fLre«l°n of both Asia and Africa as
sucb ambitious explora «that it was

of ̂  mention,” writes a correspon e ’^nking abou Sour illustrations that first set me

religion. General Booth was depicted on his knees, and 
another fellow was pouring poison down his gullet. Some 
verses from the last chapter of Mark were underneath. 
Your fine work, Infidel Death Beds, was advertised on the 
back of the paper. I looked through the list of names given, 
among them being Stuart Mill and Lord Amberley. I at 
once obtained their works from our Free Library, and read 
them with avidity. After obtaining and reading Brad- 
laugh’s works and your own, I developed into an uncom­
promising Freethinker.”

At a recent meeting of the Blyth Trades Council, Mr. 
Carey, the local secretary of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union, raised a protest against the reading of the Bible in 
the Board schools. Mr. Douglass, the chairman,.put on his 
hat and retired, but Mr. Nuttall got into the chair, and the 
debate continued. There was some pretty plain speaking, 
though no resolution was voted upon. A resolution, 
however, will come by-and-by. What is needed at present 
is agitation, and Mr. Carey deserves thanks for starting it 
at the Blyth Trades Council, whose members ought to see 
that the workers will never gain their full rights while they 
are trained up as slaves to superstition.

The Annual Conference of the National Secular Society 
will be held at Bristol on Whit-Sunday. We hope there 
will be a large attendance of delegates and individual 
members. Bristol is easy enough of access, and there is 
some delightful scenery in its neighborhood for those who 
can stay to see it. All notices of motion for the Conference 
agenda must be forwarded to Miss Yance, at 28 Stonecutter- 
street, not later than May 4. The financial year closes on 
April 27.

MR. S. P. PUTNAM.

N e x t  week we shall insert a list of the lecturing engage­
ments that Mr. Watts has made for Mr. Putnam. In tne 
meantime we give below the subjects upon which our 
American friend will speak during his visit. Societies who 
have engaged Air. Putnam will please select the subjects 
they prefer from the following :—

1. The Bible and Modern Thought.
2. Christ and the Nineteenth Century.
3. Secularism and Christianity.
4. Freethought and Morality.
5. Evolution and Creation.
6. Christianity and Woman.
Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll says : “ Air. Putnam believes 

Freethought has a future ; that the time is coming when the 
superstitions of this world will be forgotten or remembered 
—some of them with smiles, many of them with tears. His 
abilities are of the highest order. He compels the admira­
tion of everyone who really loves the just and true.”

THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND “ THE AGE OF 
REASON.”

The Now York Truth has the following description of a 
striking scene in a recent Baptist Congress in Detroit:—

“ President Harper and President Andrews, of Brown 
University, with others, had been advocating the methods 
of modern Higher Criticism, and saying that the last twenty- 
seven chapters of Isaiah were written by some other man, 
when Professor Howard Osgood, of Rochester, arose to reply. 
He spoke briefly, completely answered the Higher Critics, 
and then said : ‘ I have here an article, written almost 
exactly one hundred years ago. I will read it, and then tell 
you the name of the author.’ Ho read a criticism on the 
Bible, and especially on Isaiah, advocating a double author­
ship of the latter, in almost exactly the language of Harper 
and his friends. He made a few comments upon the clear­
ness of the ideas of the author, and showed his teachings to 
be identical with modern Higher Criticism. He then ex­
claimed after a long pause, ‘ The author of this paper was 
Thomas Paine.’ The effect was wonderful. There was a 
look of surprise on the faces of the critics, and then, as the 
applause rang out, they looked as though they would like to 
escape. . . .  It was carefully kept out of the papers for some 
reason.”

This evidence that the conclusions of the Higher Critics 
had been put before the world a hundred years ago was 
looked upon as a great triumph of orthodoxy. It really is 
a proof of the unblushing effrontery of tho Christians who 
reviled, tabooed, and persecuted the works of men whose 
conclusions wero in advance of their time, but arc now 
adopted by tho most competent in the Church.
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RELIGION AND CRIME.

E lle n  D ie t r ic h , writing in the Twentieth Century, cites Dr. 
Buckley, editor of the Methodist Advocate, as saying that 90 
per cent, of the criminals imprisoned at Sing-Sing had been 
Sunday-school scholars in their youth. Dr. Buckley, she 
says, was unable to find the real significance of his dis­
covery. He seemed to see in it only another proof that 
“ the heart of man is deceitful above ail things, and desper­
ately wicked,” and to take it for granted that there could 
have been no defect in the early education of those criminals, 
for are not Sunday-schools absolutely devoted to good 
teaching 1

But what does it mean when we find that any one set of 
criminals in our midst have had “ orthodox” religious 
teaching in their youth ; that the vast majority of the 
criminals in our prisons to-day are orthodox believers in 
dogmas of ecclesiasticism, and that only a very small propor­
tion of Freethinkers are to be found among the prison popu­
lation ? What is the real significance embodied in the fact 
that 90 per cent, of those Sing-Sing criminals were un­
questioning believers, and that Freethinkers contributed 
only 10 per cent, of evil-doers i

Arthur Macdonald, a profound and dispassionate student 
of and writer on “ Criminology,” admits that, “ while some of 
the chiefs of the bands (of criminals) ridicule religion, the 
majority of criminals believe in it,” and he quotes the 
testimony of European authorities on Criminology to the 
same effect. According to Lombroso, “ 61 per cent, of 
the violators and 56 per cent, of the assassins frequent 
the church.” Out of two hundred assassins Ferri 
(another authority on Criminology) found only one who 
professed to be an Atheist, seven of the others showed an 
exaggerated religious devotion, five were strong in the faith, 
and the rest, while scoffing at the priests, affirmed that they 
believed in God. One said, “ It does not depend upon me 
to be a good man ; it is God who gives this sentiment.”

Macdonald says that “ a criminal, having killed twelve 
soldiers and a priest, believed himself invulnerable because 
he kept on his breast a consecrated offering. . . . A criminal, 
after strangling three women, was said to be the most 
assiduous and sincere at church and the confessional. . . . 
A woman criminal, who had strangled a little girl, on hearing 
her death sentence, turned and said, ‘ Death is nothing, the 
essential is to save the soul; as I have saved mine, I mock 
at the rest,’ and so on, in innumerable cases.”

Thus scientific students of Criminology agree that religious 
dogmas do not prevent vice and crime. They point out the 
characteristics of criminals as “ much credulity,” superficial 
cleverness, superstition, violent passions, bigotry, hypocrisy, 
and benevolence combined with vanity. “ The great 
criminals,” says Macdonald, “ never foresee the possi­
bility of their being discovered, and when they are they 
are astonished that they could have made such a ‘ great 
mistake !’ ” Swindlers are characteristically “ lavish with 
their money.” But while religion does not seem to have a 
restraining effect on those inclined to crime, scientific culti­
vation of the intelligence does decrease the tendency to 
wrong-doing. “ Crime is very rare among mathematicians 
and natural scientists. Men of science in general find their 
investigations a pleasure in themselves ; their work requires 
thenp to hold rigidly to the criticisms of the true. This 
training enables them to overcome their passions easier, and 
to see clearer how a criminal action is not only unjust, but 
illogical and of no profit, because the reaction comes back 
with full force upon the author of the crime.”

A NICE PARSON.

T he  Rev. Henry Treweeke Biscoe, M.A., rector of Great 
Greenford, Middlesex, and formerly chaplain of King’s 
College, Cambridge, appeared at Brentford yesterday for his 
public examination in bankruptcy. The debtor’s statement 
of affairs showed liabilities, £2,470 : assets, £8 6s. Mr. Biscoe 
said that, with the exception of a few tradesmen’s debts and 
two sums owing to parish charities, his liabilities consisted 
wholly on amounts owing to money-lenders. He was insti­
tuted to the living of Great Greenford in 1890. Its annual 
net value was about £380, and there was a rectory house. 
He had had dealings with various money-lenders for twenty 
years, and lately the interest on the various loans had 
swallowed up pretty nearly the whole income of his living.

Questioned as to his connection with certain parish 
charities, the debtor said he was the acting trustee of 
Betham’s Charity, which was left for the maintenance of a 
school at Greenford, and from which there was an annual 
income of about £210. He was the only person authorised 
to draw cheques on the school account, which was kept at 
the Fleet-street branch of Lloyds Bank. From 1892 to 1894 
he drew £ 1 2 0  from the account, and he had not paid it in
again.

O f f ic ia l  R e c e iv e k  : You mean that you received 
money and have appropriated it to your own purposes 

D ebto r  : Am I  bound to answer that question '! . ajs
O f f ic ia l  R e c e iv e r  : Certainly ; but I  will put it >n A  

way—Was any part of that money used for the purpose 
which the charity was founded 1 

D ebto r  : No. _ _ , an
The Official Receiver next examined Mr. Biscoe as - -

amount of £462, which I10 had stated that he 
another parochial charity—Bennett’s. Mr. Biscoo sal?in($ 
when he came to the parish there was an amount of * a 
invested in consols. The interest amounted to about t 
year, and the’ founder of the charity provided that a g f 
of £1 annually should be made to each of twelve 
parishioners of Greenford. The money was invested 1 ^  
name and that of a Mr. Dix Perkin, who was now 
After Mr. Perkin’s death he sold out the stock. . , 

What did you do with the money 1—It was paid inl 
bank at Cambridge.

Used for your own purposes 1—Yes. £ ¡¿e
Whose duty was it to investigate the accounts 

charity 1—The vestry, I believe. teD)pt
How do you justify these transactions 1—I cannot at 

to justify them.
I should think n o t ! , r ^ 0
The examination was then adjourned, and the de p0sed 

ordered to prepare a statement showing how he haddLF^s 
of the amounts received from Betham’s and Be « pis 
Charities, and hand over to the Otlicial Receiver 
books and papers.—“ Morning Leader,” April 3,1895.

IMPLORA PACE.

W h e n  I  lie  ca u ld  ben ea th  th e m ool,
My d ea th  w ill g ie  b u t sm a’ co n ce rn  ;

The railway trains will still be full, fern-
And steamboats crammed frae stem to s

When I lie cauld beneath the mool 
Others will stand in dead men’s shoes,

Wee rosy bairns will gang to school,
And newspapers be fu’ o’ news.

But years tak’ aff the gladsome zest,
And a’ grows wearisome and dull

There’s naething after a’ like rest 
For weary banes and aching skull;

Rest from the joys and pains o’ sense,
Rest from the east wind and the sna' >

Rest from a wrangle about pence;
Rest from divinity and law.

—Henry Glass/ord Bell.

Obituary. „ 0f tb.e
" 3110 11die*1 

. J ̂  sft
Mar,cL ’5A tvu i ./IVIIVIIII/IO, UU 1113 ICiSlUCUVCy W1A -------- ,Jj0

aged fifty-three years, and was buried at ► • read 1 r 
Cemetery on Tuesday, April 2. Mr. C. Coh j
Vinrinl «orvinn V\xr AnMin U^lip/Milrn Jr» all l l l l l ) ^ '  ..tillC^ J

I t  is my painful duty to record the death  ̂ ^  JieU 
oldest members of the Newcastle Branch, i • ypiiy., 
from bronchitis, at his residence, on h>atin < ^  An j

burial service by Austin Holyoake in an 1IlU,.rc‘„‘n co»De' 
to a large number of friends. Deceased had ne ftrg, t 
with the Secular movement for over twenty J,|. jn  ̂
right up to his last illness, took a proininen I »9 
Sunday Music Society. Needless to lW,d’ r * id o *
lived, an earnest Freethinker. Ho leave. ■ 
family of four to mourn his loss. , North ,,yi,

Mr. J o seph  B r o w n , late Secretary of 1 ‘  j  last jjr.1 o. I .. . ! i i *1 ---- - ««»irtUIiv -Secular Federation, whose death was ann 
was interred at Elswick Cemetery. , ' cs9ive ‘ seQl
C. Cohen gave a beautifully-worded and 1 « ftU l',fessr*
pore address, which won the ad mi ratio > by. 1(1,W
The South Shields Branch was repres« qlinder , f(,ssri"

.do*

Beacon, Chapman WtCn ' ' ,PUncan and pY” and Thompson; ou—
CressweJ], S u n .InS l r f t r t  T a te  >' N ew castle , by  
son flnd Others ^ ein> Uichnrdsoo,.
cm .*0 a,nent their I,.' r‘ ,rown also leaves a ivit
i! < r appeared in  ¡1 SS7> ̂  brief sketch of Mr- j. (?• 
Hj<:TRA.y. ln 11,0 Freethinker of May 7, V ^

died ̂ h is  l VAS,,.h:ii Wimns, a distingu^1*1’’ll* 
w as born in Nynie h£m® m Now Vork on Marc^f P e 
G r ¡ ¡A s<-1.' p‘ghty-t\vo years A
• ar,f College in i ur?C° )Vas expressly created h ^ o

1 • K 1Q J86t, He wu one of the-  ........ . th eM a ^ ioi\ * Ham college in inui. ney was e the 
Appleton’s American Cyclopaedia; editor < ,ntson >.„{tfi 
and lUntdrr- *ook out over two hundred t< ;l n> u ,rp j

kstly electrical ; was note« ,nerit. K Wfyt 
composer, and was a painter of no U’’ , ,,nlv » "Ar Vll .d i*
of his own, most

I I I !  ■ ;.......... y (|

inuch fo r  th e sc ien tific  pn-ss, com p le t in g  OIj>rofos®g ye*1*

11V» - “
prominent member of the Manhattan Libo

livin' pi - > - | I
his death an article on modern electricity- , s0nic 
Weyde wa a radical Freethinker, am? ¿lub-
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

AN APPEAL TO THE DEVOTEES OF THE 
THREE Fs.

TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.

Sm  « 'ink  myself that all persons should be vegetarians, 
when it is objected that such and such a one has tried 

Te8etarianism and failed, and therefore it does not suit him, 
i answer, the trial has not been of the right sort-n ot the 
Proper food, or not long enough taken.. I  am afraid that 
« ant of success lies in the ever-recurring craving for the 
,t°o too solid flesh,” dread of ridicule, or of the defection at 
mn^ds- Nevertheless, I say that as there are far more 
t, «teutons interests at issue than the above (hard nu < 

appear t0 be>- these should not be allowed to stand in 
rn,Way of our ultimate self-conversion. 

mii l0re is- wo know, very little new that can be written in 
^PPort of the system, which to me simply spells right or 
in /^  ’ .i'1 the same way as the eating of an animal brought 
« . being solely to be murdered (whether humanely, 

«ffSBcdly,» or wliat not, matters nothing) for our tables, 
W.1 , ' mean all which r.,, . ..“hian “  g°ts hi9 -  mean all which is wong. v7; '  bodv material which 
behsworth,” and with it conveys to l . neither his 
keeps the machinery in the best rep > 0£f • and that
muscles nor his mind are one whit the . a vege-

might count on a long life of happiness by PeinB 
unan, is no news to most. . 0£ not being a

3 s. a .Secularist—that is, in the ^ or gible cant—
mhgionist, having no sympathy with V'hu a patient,
| earnestly ask all Secularists to give vegetanar l q{ the 
thorough trial, and not be beaten back by tne oa^ ^  
unco clever ones, nor be allured by od discover

elcome roast beef or mutton, and the . ..  i vs undergone 
hat is doubtless news to the many tha wonder
metamorphosis of so satisfactory a ch < .> \ong ago.

p lU be that of not having become:a ve fta n a n
^ill be discovered that things dithc , A  with the 

^m plishm ent upon a flesh diet are go , oseu" vegetarian 
8 eatest ease when living upon a wisely , sorrows,

In like manner, losses, disappointm . ■, •  ̂ most
^;mh upon the artificial mode of living cause Ppignant -- lving 

by virtue of vege-emgnant suffering, lose their stmc

Onanism. , , , - n 0{ 0ur diet, I  mustIn urging people on to the adop ^  p, necessary 
«  understood to include women. invariably being 1 i 

mention this, the inference almost peasant for . th 
vegetarians are of the male g ^ e r .  ¿ e fact, if  
buman species ultimately if such w ri w^ Qut slaughter. 
Pr̂ per for the 11 sterner sex” to hanq u gontler sex.
vSw much more appropriate is i Qver their offspriug. 
Limen, by the way, make a rare tu _ilould befall the ■ 
ud are in a frenzy of fear lest any '   ̂ could let the

N would be but natural and fair if ...solicitude of other 
noughts dwell occasionally upon the like . t\us matter 
fin a ls  for their young. High tunc is; it {  the

ms pondered seriously by both Y the capacity fo Possession of a more articulate voice., and u  ^  to >
doing more harm in general, by wh. 8 doomed for «\°
^usidered before those sp e c if winch • goodly-shaped.
^ « n g - ja c k  or the skillet 1 Why are tiu.se b molicnsive ones t.n '
^  mU ^ . t e d
'  *mt CA„mcularmts aim at .1,,.em u c °u ld  ton f  S aim  th e  a tta in m en t o f  m anliness, 
a'tt(.r,lj ror~~Der vo uuorc to  th a t con su m m a tion  th an  the 
Sn J ,  a.Ut c ru e l,;?eta ,rian j m » - t °  save from  m u rd er and  its 
°Ue J ' t i s  som eti • t l ,e . ,ess fo rm id a b ly -e q u ip p e d  s p e c ie s ! 
lint those whr lln?  h ig h ly  la u d a b le  a n d  co n so la to ry  to  ho 
iusp^fu.'U ly “ o t  o n ly  ca n n o t en d u re  the th ou g h t of, 
Dir p;lral,l(i f . „ i  to  Uo a w a y  w ith , tho d a ily  barb a rities  
I < ; W h o  t o u c l " L m,?klI?8 .ready an im als fo r  the tab le  
of k: mler, an(| 0 anim al fo o d  ” e a t b u t th e ir  leg itim ate 

A ^ .o r  hers. n°^ C0nseciu e n tly  he ro b b in g  a n y on e  elsi

«teamans, f o to « 10 vital subject of population, 
Uo v 6 World .<-,?°ne,u.f reasons at least, will neverover- 
sU8‘,,r®<rfarian cov V ' \ c liĥ ren. Finding his all-sufficient, 
vegeL 2 ?  the Z ,  e goods of another,. nor does anyone 

neve.- !V Payment of his just debts, because , a 
h<,comp 1,1 this . myond his means. Looking at tho
i'atiy® non-fle„k" lt w clear that, in proportion as all 
m uq °°Untrv 0 yfer-3. less emigration from one’s own 

rj, levitable 1(! risk of earning a livelihood elsewhere
renu°n8am up J  con«cquence.
s?eni)Cli«°n of0«« i bon°fit.s can only he acquired by total 
f taiĵ e i°r there ; S 1 mea  ̂ (harsli condition as that may 
t 0iU Up* fr°ni “ n° comparison between tho results 
"r niy ipcateati,1,rt CT{ue.at eating” and those obtained 

, ĉ urt .y*fe as w«ii lle latter is a sine qua non. Speaking 
J °our„ „at wq as myself, it is perhaps worthy of
inv°r r and nm,. uI,c>n our non-flesheating as a matter 
lteraHv ‘.l.Uire h.„ 0 .°.ur right to such by tho fact that wo

* MVft , a (̂* Of nAAfnr m* nlivqin n.rul fViaf WO*vnd irtfai(* doctor or physic, ami that we 
l0thve. P. H. Ecbun .

VEGETARIAN RECIPES.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,—From time to time I read with interest your kindly 
notice of the question of vegetarianism in the columns of 
your paper, and have ventured to hope you would allow me 
to express my willingness to send free, to any of your 
readers, recipes for the preparation of cheap, simple, and 
nourishing vegetarian dishes, along with a few recipes which 
will, I am sure, be found most useful by housewives and all 
interested in this question. A lb er t  B r o a d b e n t .

9 Peter-street, Manchester.

THE FAITH THAT IS LOST.

N a y , nay, I  do not seek  again
The faith of childhood lost to me—
The legend of the holy tree ;

The legena of a savior slain.

Nay, nay ! I do not wish to live
Through bitter restlessness and pain 
To struggle with the Truth again,

And seek the joy Faith could not give.

For now my fight with Faith is done,
And thought is free as earth is wide 
To seek the Truth Faith fain would hide

Until my fight with Life is done.
T h e  G a b e r l u n z ie .

From  the North.
The South Shields Branch, after a long absence, last 

Sunday returned to its old retreat, Captain Duncan’s 
Navigation School. There was a very good attendance. 
The president, Mr. J. M. Peacock, occupied the chair. The 
evening was chiefly spent in reviewing Mr. Cohen’s mission 
and its results. Mr. White, the treasurer, reported that 
there was a small deficit on the six months, but it was 
generally agreed that, everything—especially bad weather— 
considered, the course had been very successful. The 
lectures had included, besides anti-theological, ethical, 
biographical, and historical discourses, both interesting and 
instructive to old Freethinkers as well as our younger 
friends. The gratifying result was largely due to the 
marked ability of our lecturer, who has made many new 
and sincere friends during his stay in the district. It was 
decided to ask him to visit South Shields when he comes 
North in June. It was also decided to communicate with 
Mr. Watts in reference to Mr. Putnam. A vote of condolence 
with the widow of Mr. Joseph Brown, of Newcastle, who 
was well known to tho South Shields friends, was passed 
unanimously.—R. C h a p m a n .

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

It is a theological error to suppose that Adam lost anything 
by exchanging the ( larden of Eden for the whole wide world, 
lie “ gained ground ” by the operation.

“ Is your rector High Church?" “ Oh, yes.” “ I suppose 
ho calls sin, then, a moral obliquity ?” “ Higher than that. 
He calls it a psychological eccentricity.”

Scene—Country House. Host—“ Why, you’re surely not 
going to bed yet, Captain 1 We’re going to have prayers, 
presently.” Captain—“ Aw, yes, thanks very much. I never 
take anything after dinner.”

A little girl in a western town, after studying for some 
time a picture of the Magdalen reclining on her face and 
weeping, suddenly turned to her mother, and exclaimed : 
“ Mamma, I know why Mrs. Magdalen is crying. It is 
becauso Mr. Magdalen does not buy her clothes enough.”

An old-fashioned cathedral verger, “ lord of the aisles,” 
saw a pious visitor on his knees. The verger hastened up to 
him and said, in a tone of indignant excitement : “ The 
services in this cathedral are at ten in the morning and at 
four in the afternoon, and we don’t have no fancy prayers.”

A preacher at an open-air meeting was holding forth on
temperance. “ When Dives was in h----- what aid he call
for? Did ho call for stout? No. Did he ask for bitter? 
No. Did ho ask for brandy or champagne ? No. He asked 
for water. What does that prove, dear friends?’ and he 
paused, when a toper in the crowd called out, “ It proves 
where all you blooming teetotalers go to !”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us hy first post on Tuesday, and be 

marked “  Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.']
LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 01d-stre«t, E.O.) : 7 30, G. W. Foote, “ The 
Romance of the Resurrection ; or Did Jesus Christ Rise from the Dead ?” 
(Admission free ; reserved seats 3d. and 6d.)

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station) : 7.45, 
L. Hewitt, “  Pompeii : Past and Present ’ ’—lantern illustrations. (Free.) 
Easter Monday and Tuesday, at 8, social gatherings for N.S.S. members 
and friends.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 7.30, 
Stanley Jones, “ The Soul and Science.”

East L ondon (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile-end-road, E.) : 8, Dr. 
Stanton Coit, “ Doe3 Evolution Justify the Ways of God to Man ?”

Open A ir Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Christianity or Civilisa­

tion.”
Camberwell (Station-road): 1130, C. James, “ The Brain or the 

Bible.”
Deptford Broadway : 6 30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Atonement.” 
Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side) : 7, a lecture. Thursday, at

8.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Resurrection.”
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, J. Fagan, “  The Apostles’ 

Creed” ; 3.30, Stanley Jones, “  The Soul and Science.”
Mile End Waste : 11.15, A. B. Moss, “ Ancient Saints and Modern 

Sinners.”
Old Pimlico Pie r : 11.30, Stanley Jones, “  The Soul and Science.” 
V ictoria Pa r k : 11.15, St. John will lecture; 3, A. B. Moss will 

lecture.
Wood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “  Some Old 

Tales Re-told” ; 7, “  Under which Flag ?”

COUNTRY.
Birmingham (Ooffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8, 

papers, discussions, etc.
Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) : 7, social gathering. 
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 11, 8. J. 

Boorman will lecture ; 7, dramatic entertainment.
Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, discussion 

class; 6.30, J. Cowie, “ Our Currency : Its Imperfections, and a Remedy.” 
Hull (St. George’s Hall. Storey-street): 2.30, Hunter Watts, “ A 

Mad W orld” ; 7, “ A Glad World “
Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall. St. Anne-street) : 11, Charles Watts, 

“ Trust in God a Delusion"; 3, “ Theism Tried and Found Wanting” ; 
7, “ Christianity : Its Birth, Reign, and Death.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : See 
Friday’s Evening News for announcement.

Nottingham (Woodland Hall, Woodland-place, N. Parliament-street) : 
7, James Hooper will lecture.

Newcastle on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street) : 3, 
0. Cohen, “  The Dream of Immortality” ; 7, “  Christianity and Morality.” 

Rochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street) : 6.30, Sam 
Standring, “ Mrs. Besant on Re-incarnation.”

S heffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
7, musical and other recitals.

South Shields (Baring-street Board Schools) : Easter Monday, at
7.30, Boirée.

Stockton-on-Tee t (32 Dovecote-street): 6, G. Wallace, “  Was Jesus 
Christ a Social Reformer ?”

Sunderland (Lecture Room. Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office) : 
7, The Secretary, “  The Folly of Prayer.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Derby (Market-place) : 6.45, Mr. Briggs will lecture.
Newcastle on-Tyne (Quayside—weather permitting) : 11, O. Cohen 

will lecture.
Rochdale (Town Hall Square): 11, Sam Standring, “ Some Events 

of the W eek"; 3, “ The Resurrection.”

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
Stephen H. Alison, Sunnyside, 72 Union-grove, Clapham, London, 

8.W.—April 21, West Ham ; 28, Manchester. May 5, Sheffield.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London. E.—April 14, 21, 
28, Newcastle-on-Tyne. May 2, Wood Green ; 5, m. Mile Knd, a. Victoria 
Park, e. Edmonton ; 9, Wood Green ; 12, Sheffield ; 19, Manchester ; 23, 
Wood Green; 26, m. Finsbury Park, a 'Uctoria Park, e. Wood Green ; 
30, Wood Green. S

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London.—April 11, 
m. Pimlico Pier, a. Hyde Park, e. Camberwell ; 21. m. Victoria Park, a. 
Tottenham, e. Deptford ; 25, Hammersmith ; 28, m. Battersea, a. Victoria 
Park. May 6, m. Finsbury Park, e. Battersea ; 12, m. Wood Green, e. 
Edmonton ; 19, m. Fim-bury, e. Deptford ; 22, Hyde Park.

ARTHUR B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—April 14, 
m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 21, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammer­
smith ; 28, m. Camberwell. May 5, a. Finsbury Park ; 12, m. Mile End, 
a. Victoria Park ; 19, m. and a. Hydo Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, 
Olerkenwell.

rpO  FREETHINKERS.—Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed. H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 14 Greatotyie iiuu a iu uuaiuuvwv». — iva i, xu uiabe
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street), 
leading Freethinkers

Patronised byNEW  AND SECONDHAND FURNITURE, Sewing
Machines, Pianos, Picture3, China, etc. Good and Cheap. Call 

and see stock. George Smith, Id Railton-road, Urixton, S.W.

TU SH , FISH, FISH.— Basses of SELECTED FISH sent
on receipt of P .0 2s. 6d., 8s. 6d., and 5s., carriage paid. Premier 

Irish Supply Co., Fish Docks, Grimsby.

PR IC E  SIXPEN C E ,
THE

SECULAR ALMANAC!
F o p  1 8 9 5 .

Altered and Enlarged. Finely-Designed C°ver'
EDITED BY

G. W . FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

C o n ten ts  : Progress of Freethought ; by G. W. To ^  
This World : by J. M. Wheeler—Heroes in the Servi« 
Man : by Charles Watts—Dod Grile—A Wish ; by ,uer-
Arnold—The Abducted Female Infidel—Farquharot B
ton—Bits from Selden’s “ Table Talk”—Jeremy Bent*1' goUj 
Inspiration—Ahou-ben Adhem and the Angel—Man s , 
his God—The Sacred Books of the World—The Dear . 
What have Unbelievers Done for the World ?—Inform* 
Concerning Freethought Work and Organisation—Lec

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Read “ THE TRUTH SEEKER-
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E .
Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesalo, Mr. Forder.

Just published, price 4d., by post 5d.,

W A S  C H R IS T  A  P O L IT IC A L  A N D  SOCIAL 

R E F O R M E R ?

By CHARLES WATTS
(  Vice-President o f  (he National Secular Society)•

----------  E.C.London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-streetb^ ^  

Price Is. 6d., post free,

E S S A Y S  IN R A T I O N A L I S M '
BY

CHARLES ROBERT NEWMAN
(Atheist Brother o f  Cardinal Newman).

With Preface by G. .T. H olyoake, and B iograp h ica l 
hy J. M. Wheeler.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.____

d
Prico Is. Superior edition for Subscribers, bound, number

signed, 2s.

VOLTAIRE :
H I S  L I F E  A N D  W O R K S .

W ITH SOME SELECTIONS FROM HIS W R ItiN G  ‘

By G. W . F oote  a n d  J. M. W h e e l e r .
------------- d lover »j

“ The English people ought to know Voltaire, an admirer t m . 0t wi 
their nation, better than they do, and this lively shilling P f.JjUe<a 
give them a good deal of information as to his life and wor •

“ A lucid and intereding sketch of the great French "
it»strongly recommend it to all who want to know what the 

which Voltaire exercised.”— Weekly Times and Echo. , # &aO .,t)e
“ Those of the new generation who desire to know more b

whose writings their fathers were intimate should cons 
shilling volume.” —Reynolds's Newspaper.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.

Wanted—Instrumental M u s ic ia llS
fori01in?'

To join tho National Secular Society’s Orchostra noVf 
N o pay. R eply by post-card, stating namo or initi&J-^ ^pcO 
and instrument played, to “ Orchestra,”  odico of 
28 Stonocutter-strect, E.C.

Q P  ANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 St ran
U  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. M- Co®P‘ urS' 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, Is. each ; upper or lower, tvVo 0n 
in four hours when required; repairing or 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy cna K . cxtr® 
platinum. 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping: - “  '
I s . ; painless by gas, 5s.
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ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
R°ME CONSULTATIONS— 10 a.m. to i  p.m., i o s .  6d.;

' 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., fis. Patients Visited.
C°®®DICa l  e s s a y s . Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

on M anagem ent o f  In fancy, H ea lth , L o n g e v ity , T h e  T eeth, 
p0!1! Q uestion. A lso  the C ause and C ure o f D isease, C onstipa-p » °Ul0usn A vuwiwu. me rtiiu v̂uicui wncanc, t̂ uu:

Che^ n S’ ^ C2.em a» B lackheads and Pim ples, N ervousness, CoughN and 
Com plaints, D eafness, T h rea d  W orm s, L ong W orm s, T a p e  W orms,Th, etc.

W n ?ICA-L ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
? a'r and it^M eS ° n ^ ^Ieal*nS  Pow er o f N atu re, U rin e, Saline S tarvation, the 
p r the Thin /-ana£em ent» Sleep and Sleeplessness, W ant o f E n erg y , etc. A d vice  
!;0 ugh, j y ’ !or the S to u t;  Sim ple Fever, M easles, S carlet F ever, W hooping 
luaiours et^Worm> ^ y P 0 Ch ° ndria » Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, U lcerated  L egs,

i S S *  ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d
jj^Pected °n -^ °  M ore D e ath , M anagem ent o f  Y o u n g  Children, Un-

yhractive Q rs* , t 0  *mProve the M em ory, and to becom e B eautifu l and 
\va.ricose Veinc0  p  .C a u s e  a nd C u re o f  Stom ach T rou b les, F latu lence, Sleepiness, 

Cou^h* pu-i aud C arb uncles, Sebaceou s T um o rs and W ens, H a y  Fever, 
\r  ® ’ Chilb lains. E o ilen sv . and on the D iseases Produced b v  T a k in g

^ndred Yea^ St*C ^°*sons« H o w  to G row  T a ll,  to K e ep  W arm , to L ive  One 
VctivA ^  s». to Im prove the M em orv. and to becom e B eau tifu l and

V1«er „
Iercury. ains, E p ile p sy , and  on the D iseases Prod uced  b y  T a k in g

A S S A Y S . Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
pJjk as Foot? ei!u 0 nT>^art ên n̂£r’ ^ ork and O verw ork , S u gar and its A bu se, 
oth_°ninS. T o n i r 6  a^0^ 310’ P ou ltices, Q uin in e, A g a in s t the K n ife , A rsenical 
T r Articles ai A/5 am st Stim ulants in D isease, about S w allow ingr'Ce. P l * . ^  A ls o  r « . .  , .c  -  - Pins and„____ wumuiauia *ii i/iacaac, nuuul owiiiiuwiug i »»
{?«, c S ‘! S' n A lso C ure o f  Sunstroke, D o g  Bites, I’ ains in the B ack , Pedicuh or 
^ erpes flVkf0  ° o x * Synovitis or Inflam m ation o f  the Joints, T o n silu is  or Q uinsy, 
nza* Sciatinern 0r .Shingles), E rysip ela s, U lcer o f  th e Stom ach, E p id em ic Influ- 

M P th T r i’ Psoria- s or E n g lish  L epro sy, etc.
.. f ulCAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.

A'raininrr°nniP u ê W a ter> T h e  M ou th, Its U se and A b u s e ; R ules for 
Toonf. *, Gum nfr’i L e ttin g , N o se B leeding, Felon or W hitlow , Ingrow ing

he, Sore u o  *n l .ke H ea d * a  E e d  N ose. F lu sh in g and Blushing, 
UToh ĵ' Fits » ^t. V itu s ’ D an ce, G oitre, M um ps, Inflam ed E y e s  and

nds. Burnc c y ? fl,n g ^ A P °PIex y , S p ittin g  and Vom iting* o f  B lood, Vom iting,

HYgjp v  * olumes, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. Od., post fr e e . 
t p > k e r sIC  M E D I C I N E . F or P ostal O rder for is .  i d .— A n  E y e  O pen er to

^ W X ’SMjJTS- i k t  : I T S  C A U S E  A N D  C U R E .  P o s t free

d i i MPTION'f IT 8 °NÂTU°RALeCURE. Post free 7d. wese , . . .
for 7d.

THr Se 3 °°ks’ boUni One Vol., post free, 9s. 6d. Send Postal Order. 
A BOnVpAMPHLETS FOR Y O U N G  M E N . F or P o sta l O rd er Cor ts. id  

4 H  JK FOR MARRIED WOMEN. F o r  Postal Order for i s .  2d

rnrriunications to be addressed to—

4 ,  DR. T. R. ALLINSON,
Panish-place, Manchester-square, London, W.BEST BOOK._r

^  ON n e o -m a l t h u s i a n i s m  i s , i  A ( j n
TRUE MORALITY, or THF. THEORY AND 

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANIS .
By J. R. HOLMES, 5l.Jl.Ii., 5I.V.S., M.S-S.S.

0 ftget, with portrait and autograph, bound in clot , <jl
% Price It., post free . ^

0rder to bring the information within th i *®achê o f  112 pat̂ e 
U >VPmportant part3 ° { book are issued in a V
» 4 ^ ’' » W ,  post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distriu

„  4tl
■ a  • 18 an almost i 

N ip .  lan theory and practice . .
“ althn’.;' ' • 'The special value of IlEUf,r,“ atl cana“ ~ J ‘ '

t _. ____ _ 1WA u*OUl»«“ ,,luu lt
10nal ^ form er  of 4th September, 1892, eays : “ Mr Holmes 

Uŝ ah theory .at\ a m̂oat unexceptionable statement of the Necunexceptionable --------- —
and throughout appeals to mora 
Mr. Holmes’ service to the Nec 

is just his combi
I B  value of Mr. | -  ,  r01tian''-ola?  cause and to human well-heing g physical and mo

A U V i9.?a“ PWet of a plain sUtemeuto ¿ ean8 by which
tmt bP I fam'ly limitation with a plain accoun requisites at ti

and an offer to all concerned of the l
Thp P09aible prices." TTrvsdale Tlr. Allhntt, an0tW 9 ancU ot the Malthusian League, Dr. Dry. d
Th» t !  al3°  spoken of it in very high terms. . Xiondon, V-(< 2 5 -  9uPPBed by B. Forcer, 28 Stonecutter-street,ers should be sent to the author.

ES. HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

' ^  Henclell’s “ Wife’s Friend„^nded i„. . .^lbu> ^ d edr  aed bv \r ^
qq̂ êll-gt > î '* ^Pindbn^  ̂ *n ^aw Population, p.
U m Streplt) Clerkenwelf • I  5L M *  ^  ^  ............-  ‘

0r Purticulars ^fr ^oz'; post Jree (reduction in larg(
i/e 8 Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by 

Abies') e !̂,’ ^̂ erkenwell; ‘2s. per doz., post free 
*or particulars send stamped envelope.I P A  -------1

32, and 
P ullen,

' M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
p u ^ d s  « p 9®1?88 ithitations substituted by scmie dealers an c om ̂

ttsi,dy int. j' eU & Oh- ”  and “  J. IF. Rendall ” being speciously an 
‘jounced to deceive the public.

K 1,011 A rtoorarh R egistered T rade JIark

182,688.

-°a s Svri»„_ Box, iviTnouT wnicii Noun are Genuine.
4s. ( 
I s .  :

,  Wt’s - r- P»'*
.. a, v/avim Aivm vjrr.i’tui

Lr"' p 3 f '  'vjth Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s.1 I., 
Qhinini p y 9 Powder, Is. 2d. Quinino Compound, 

r °wders, 3s. per do/.. All prices post free.

Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E

Works by G. W. Foote.
Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth, 

2s. Od.
Flowers of Freethougllt. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in 

cloth, 2s. 6d.
Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old Man. An 

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im ­
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
suporfino paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
Will Christ Save Us ? A  Thorough Examination of the Claims 

of Jesus Christ to he considered the Savior of the World. 6d.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.
A  Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot­
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and.Morality. 2d.
My Resurrection. A  Missing Chapter from the Gospel of 

Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane ? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply 

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A Lio

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism ani  Theosophy. A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to M idimo Blavatsky. 

2d.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written. 

(1) Tins Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.; 
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8 )The Wandering 
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id. (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin 
Mother, 2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, 
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A  Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
BY

G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. WHEELER.
Hundreds of oxact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 

to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity.

Ciiapters :—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3, 
Monkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy 
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

“ The book is very carofully compiled, the references are given with 
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the 
opponents of Christianity.”—0. Buadlaugh, in National Reformer.

“  The hook is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.”— 
Weekly Times.

“  The baok has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders­
field Rxaniiuer.

“ The work should be scattered like autumn leaves."— ironclad Aye 
(U .S.A).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Don’t miss some of the Bargains.

N E W  P A T T E R N S  
FOR S P R IN G

N O W  B E A D Y .  W R I T E  A T  ONCE.

A Few 21s. Parcels, ' „ A ‘1; worth 42s.
No. 1.—2 Suit Lengths or 4 Trousers’ Lengths, good quality.
No. 2.—1 Black Figured and 1 Heavy All-Wool Navy Serge 

Dress Length : tip-top quality.
No. 3.—1 Suit Length and 1 Dress Length, any color or 

make.
No. 4.—Blankets, Sheets, Quilt, Table-cloth, Belt, Apron, 

Purse, etc.
No. 5.—Mixed Lot of Goods for Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s 

wear. ■

They Include all the Latest Novelties ffll 
both Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Wear-

L E A D I N G  L I N E S —

10s. 6d. Trousers to Measure. 
35s. Black & Indigo Serge Suits* 
Pure Wool Dress Materials» 'l ] ]  

Pretty, New Designs.
Boys’ Sailor Suits 4s. each.

TROUSERS
TO

MEASURE 
7s. 6d. *

Per Pair.

f Round waist ........................
Round seat............................
Inside leg seam....................
Outside leg seam ................

< T h igh .....................................
j Knee .....................................

Bottom .................................
Lined or Unlined................

(Lined 6d. extra.)
. Color .....................................

<1. W. GOTT, 2 & 4  UNION-STREET, BRADFORD:
Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

S ome M ist a k e s  of M oses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. Gd.

D efen ce  of F r e e t h o u g iit .
A  Five Hoars’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy, 
fid.

T iie  G ods. 6d.
R e p l y  to G l a d st o n e . With

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or  R e a s o n ? A R e p ly
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

C r im e s  a g a in s t  C r im in a l s . 
3d.

O r a t io n  on  W a l t  W h it m a n .
3d.

O r a t io n  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  Lin c o ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D eb t  to  T hom a 

Paine. 2d.
E r n e st  R e n a n  a n d  J esu s 

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l ig io n . 2d.
T h e  T h ree  P h il a n t h r o p is t s . 

2d.
L o v e  t h e  R e d e e m e r . 2d. 
G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d.

W h y  a m  I a n  A g n o s t ic ? 
Part I. 2d.

W h y  a m  I a n  A g n o stic  ? 
Part II. 2d.

F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d.

G od  a n d  M a n . Second reply 
to Dr. Field. 2d.

T he D y in g  C r e e d . 2d.
T h e  L im it s  of  T o l e r a t io n .

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 
2d.

T h e  H o u seh o ld  of F a it h . 
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
Do I  B l a s p h e m e ? 2d.
T he  C l e r g y  a n d  C om m on  

Sense. 2d.
S o c ia l  S a l v a t io n . 2d. 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o r c e . An

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
/ S k u l l s . 2d.

T h e  G r e a t  M is t a k e . Id . 
L iv e  T o pics . Id .
M y t h  a n d  M ir a c l e . Id . 
R ea l  B l a s p h e m y . Id . 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols . Id . 
C h r ist  a n d  M ir a c l e s . Id . 
C reed s  & S p ir it u a l it y . Id .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough”
O cca sio n e d  b y  t h e  S e n ten ce  w h ic h  h e  P asse d  on

MR. D. I. EATO N ,
As Publisher ok

t i ie  t h ir d  p a r t  o p  p a i n t s  » a g e  o f  r e a s o n .”
BT

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, Et0.

Freethought Headquarters
AND

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.
----------  uiar F^i

In order to provide Suitable Headquarters for tho leA
in London, which shall also be it worthy Memorial of H 
Charles B radlaugh , the ^

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY =ety
Of tids5 ref?has been formed under tho Friendly Society’s Acts. u ® o 

Mr. G. W. Foote, P resident o f  the N.S.S., is Chuirtn 
one of the Directors is, and must bo, also a member o |0 SeC* i'l 

This can only bo done by tho assistance of the "J. are0^  ¿4 
Party, who are hereby appealed to earnestiy. T h e -  ^  
each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on npi>llC nths 1,0 
on allotment, and 2s. fid. on each call, of which two m 
must bo given.

FORM OF APPLICATION.
Gentlemen ,—   ̂gecV‘*

Pleaso allot mo...........Shares in tho “  N A '° ^
Ilall Society, Limited,”  on account of which nllotmcn^   ̂ dcf°_
hand you tho sum of...........pounds........... shilling8. I’0'1 ̂  j  belC
of...........pounds........... shillings per share thereon. ned
agree that, if admitted a Shareholder in tho above-nn ^  „A ’
I will conform to its rules, and to such of its bye- 
from timo to time in force.

Name ( in full........................................................

Postal address.....................................................

Occupation ( i f  any)  ......................................... ,
i f  |fg'

CUT T H IS  OUT AND FILL

and forward (with remittance) to tho So01’ 3 

MISS E. M. VANCE, ji rj
28 Stonecutter-street, London, ^

. stoneci*416
Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at -  ̂

hondon, E.O,

01331365


