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MADAME BLAVATSKY.

THE latest book about Madame Blavatsky is entitled
?  Modern Priestess o f Is is*  The title is by no means so
,  PPy as that of The New Cagliostro, 
tor his „—  , ,, ’ chosen by Mr. Foote 

Madame Blavatsky,•ho T  °Pcn letter to that lady.
rathe 1 fbc c â’ mec  ̂ to have uplifted the veil of Isis, sought
Pt'io ‘ Be foundress of a new religion than the
\V;is css °t an old one. About this modern priestess there
chi, 
tirui 
as

Jemandin
Perha

austerity and little reticence. She smoked like a 
ip. o f ’ slanged like a music-hall entertainer (which atone

Her oaths were 
Her Theosophy

q y- • o  tv m u o io  uu xi o u v u i vw
ro i Was)> and swore like a trooper, 
m -ir  an<̂  a-s Gr|ished as ber cigarettes.

acling celibacy for the perfection of occult powers, or 
any T*s’ l . sbould say, assigning non-celibacy as a reason to 
it disappointed at the failure to obtain such powers,

"'as given out that she was the widow of a Russian 
r^eral, and the Governor of Erivan, who had left her 

Usband before the marriage was consummated.
0 ran away some time after her marriageBl

“Javatsky, who is still living (although, according to Mr.
J e t t ’s untrustworthy Incidents in the Life of Madame
J atsky, the marriage took place in 1848, when she was

sb°ut seventeen, and he “ something between fifty and
sbTGnty ”)> without any hope of ever obtaining the general-
ar»l',0r governorship she credited him with, and w 10  <w

cause to consider himself well rid of her. She
0f V  says the author (p. 141), “  the reputation of a priestess
r . enus, rather than of Isis.” Her early lifo

' ,Unveiled, and probably is as well left
ertainW + ’ -  - -

Really, 
with N. V .

tally
C, y

Her early life has not been 
oblivion.- w u u i u x j  u  v u

Tho " 7  S lc bad liasons with many men.
« C a n  m0US ; ”  -  -  -
IrieatioUsCar<ìer’ sPeaks of her as of the demi monde, and

D. D. Home, who knew her

b) ^IiQYy* i . ---- * Ulivo jjuiuv uw ?» ivvgunnvoiu}
*868.+ s“ °  bad a deformed son, who died at KiefT in

a liason with the Prince Emile de Wittgenstein,

e(litor̂ aif10.Coulomb, in a letter to Colonel J. C. Bundy, 
l88r> ° ‘ Be Leligio-Philosophical Journal, of Chicago, ini» ’ assort . ~ -» -- - -Bl
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Madamo Blavatsky is not Madame 
she is Madame Metrovitch. I have known her 

Egypt.”
i f  formed ? r°bably the success of
S ,  that dbefore th0 Czar, 
bfe ‘Hrned

D.
and received

D. Homo, who 
diamond from

to,1 Wh,

suany

turned H. P. B.' to Spiritism, at the period of 
®u personal charms begin to fade. Certain it is that....._ b... -

-«»uy years sho was in the medium busin Spiritual
ir 0 gain sight of her in Egypt » A society
of f  ?ia« of April for that year (p. G G) » K  1ypt under the»ritu a liste  has been formed in Cairo, Egypt. - --
r a t io n  of -s v̂r- *1 eral inn,,- T+danie Blavatsky, a Russian lady, assisted by
0tl8er uoti Ulms'” Human Nature, of the same date, has a

Mr. j j  o ' and adds (p. 190): “ If you should chance to
V'S Tate \v;f0rne’ medium, please tell him that a friend of
h!ars^ se n cl= \ -S a c b a S t ‘ Petersburg friend of past
(o°sPerity » t1)111 her best compliments, and wishes him

ePteiuho,. i „ «  ’lames Burns wrote in the Daily Chronicle (1 oer i 2i i 8 9 1 ) .__
W  P-T&y inf

orest your readers to learn that I corresponded 
. 1—------ ^ JHavatsky when she was in Cairo twenty

•wt0j  Societystessof Isis. Abridged and translated on
kyeerirA o , Research, from the Russian of

.bfad7L^'reen. s, n !yOV7Pfi’ by Walter Leaf, Litt.D. (London :a{« W B ^ > * C o . ;  1895.)
' 406 A w. / ky sa'd  sho adopted a son to savo tho honor of 

°- 7U.] ern hostess, p. 141).

years ago. She was then a Spiritualistic investigator of the 
crudest order, and enclosed a printed circular of her scheme, 
her quest being to find a physical medium who would go out 
there and give promiscuous seances— a practice which is 
discountenanced by all enlightened Spiritualists. She then 
knew nothing of the ‘ Mahatmas ’ or the pretended enlighten­
ment of ‘ Theosophy,’ or she never would have thought of 
opening a shop for phenomenal mediumship.”

Madame Coulomb, who was with her in Egypt, has left tho 
following account of her “ spiritual ” fiasco at Cairo :—-

“ I called again when the closet was ready, but what was 
my surprise when, instead of finding the kind spirits there 
to answer our questions, I found a room full of people, all 
alive, and using most offensive language towards the founder 
of the Society, saying that she had taken their money and 
had left them only with this, pointing at the space between 
the wall and the cloth, where several pieces of twine were 
still hanging which had served to pull through the ceiling 
a long glove stuffed with cotton, which was to represent the 
materialised hand and arm of some spirit. I went away, 
leaving the crowd as red as fire, ready to knock her down 
when she came back. Later on I met her again, and I asked 
her how she came to do such a thing ; to which she answered 
that it was Madame Sebire’s doings (this was a lady who 
lived with Madame Blavatsky), so 1 let this matter drop. I 
saw that she looked very unhappy. I called on her the next 
day, and on hearing that she was really in want I gave her 
pecuniary help, and continued doing so for some time.”*

Prof. Coues makes the assertion that Madame Blavatsky 
was expelled from Egypt by the police. She went to Odessa, 
taking with her Madame Sebire, who abused her confidence 
so shamefully in Cairo. They started an enterprise of 
making some extraordinary inks. The speculation was 
unsuccessful, though utilised afterwards. A t Odessa she 
sought to go in the Russian Service to India via Thibet, 
and her vain attempt to pass that land probably afterwards 
suggested the location there of the mysterious Mahatmas. 
Sho then went to America, landing at Hew York July 7, 
1873. Dr. E. Coues says : “ Her real businoss at that time 
was in the secret service of her government as a Russian 
spy, and she was instructed, as usual, to play any part that 
would divert attention from the facts in the case.” One
reason for1 visiting America may be stated in her own 
words: “  for the sake of greater protection that tho 
citizenship of this free country affords.” Russian agents in 
this country and in India are usually naturalised citizens. 
The fact that H. P. B. was one was urged on her behalf 
when, upon her arrival in India, she was subjected to formal 
police surveillance.

Madamo Blavatsky went so far in her American citizen­
ship as to get married at Philadelphia early in 1875. Her 
husband’s namo was M. C. Betanolly. He was an American 
from Tiflis, and in business at Philadelphia. W hy a lady 
who had hitherto shown herself untrammelled should have 
contracted bigamy, with one husband at least still living, 
is doubtful. Perhaps sho thought that at the age of forty- 
four it is timo to become respectable. She pretended to 
V. S. Solovyoff (author of A  Modern Priestess) that she was 
unconscious or hypnotised. Olcott “ was a witness at the 
wedding, and signed the register” (M. P., p. 163). Perhaps 
he was hypnotised too. The married life of Mrs. Betanelly 
was brief and stormy. Betanelly scratched the Russian 
lady, and found the very cream of Tartar. He sought for 
refuge in the divorce court, and tho public records of 
Philadelphia tell how he obtained it. About the same 
time tho wife of Henry Steele Olcott also obtained a

* Some Account o f  My Association with Mollame BlacatAy,
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divorce, and the careers of the joint founders of the Theo- 
sophical Society were linked henceforward. But I must 
reserve the story of founding the Society to a new chapter.

Had H. P. B. been only a vulgar impostor and demi 
mo ulaine, she would certainly never have attracted the 
att mtion she did. She was much more. She was a 
woman of great natural ability, great experience, and great 
force of character. She had the real secret of all magic— a 
determined will— and the Committee of the Society for 
Psychical Research, which sent a special commissioner to 
India to investigate her alleged wonders there, were 
constrained to report: “  For our own part, we regard her 
neither as the mouthpiece of hidden seers, nor as a mere 
vidgar adventuress; we think that she has achieved a 
title to permanent remembrance as one of the most 
accomplished, ingenious, and interesting impostors in 
history.”*

J. M. W heeler.
( To be continued).

MR. BALFOUR’S “ FOUNDATIONS.” - II.

(  Continued from  page 1G3.)

The Foundations o f  Belief. Being Notes Introductory to the 
Study of Theology. By the Right Hon. Arthur James 
Balfour. (London : Longmans, Green, & Co.)

M r . Balfour’s attack on “ Naturalism ” is not, in our 
opinion, very formidable. It is elegant in composition, but 
weak and almost commonplace in argument. After laying 
down the propositions that no moral code can be effective 
which does not inspire emotions of reverence, and that its 
power to do this cannot be independent of its supposed 
origin, Mr. Balfour proceeds to ask, What is the origin of 
the moral law according to Naturalism ? The answer is 
given in a long and labored passage, not without a 
certain academical eloquence; an eloquence that extorts 
admiration for its cleverness, but does not (at least in our 
case) excite any higher pleasure. When all is said and 
done, Mr. Balfour’s jeremiad is but an echo of the old 
complaints of Ecclesiastes. Human nature is frail, life is 
short, and the very existence of organic beings on this 
planet is but “ a petty episode in the history of the 
universe.” Evolution itself will end in devolution, and as 
the earth cools its living forms will deteriorate and finally 
disappear. What is still worse, from the moral point of 
view, every part of man’s nature has exactly the same 
origin; everything springs from the same matter, and 
¡irises in the same process of evolution; so that it is 
difficult to see “ why morality should be put above appetite, 
or reason above pleasure.”

Now there is a juggle, and no very subtle juggle either, 
in the use of this word “ above.” Strictly speaking, it is a 
term of space; indirectly, or metaphorically, it is a term 
of classification; and as classification is a matter of con­
venience, it is hard to see why “ above” and “ below” 
should be denied to the Naturalist any more than to the 
Supernaturalistl Mr. Balfour is too clever not to perceive 
that, on the naturalistic hypothesis, “ higher” and “ lower” 
are really terms of value; and in ethics, as in political 
economy, value is determined by supply and demand. 
Appetite is not so rare as morr'yiy, and pleasure is not 
so rare as reason. W hat is most serviceable to the 
race, and at the same time least available, will always 
be regarded as most valuable. There is no reason, in what 
metaphysicians call the eternal fitness of things, why gold 
should be more valued than lead; it is the reasons that 
induce us to use gold for our coinage that make us place it 
“ above ” other metals. A  higher utility gives a higher 
position in this case ; and the higher utility of reason and 
morality to the human race at large, as compared with 
appetite and pleasure, gives them their relative positions in 
our ethical classification. A  higher utility is really a 
wider and longer utility. 'There ¡ire circumstances in 
which an ounce of lead would lie more useful than a ton of 
gold ; there are also circumstances in which a little appetite 
would be worth any quantity of ethics ; but these circum­
stances arc exceptional, and do not affect the validity of 
the general law which they appear to contravene.

* Proceedings o f  the Society fo r  Psychical Research, vol. iii., p. 207.

March 31, 1895.

Let us take another illustration from botany. The 
loveliest rose is supported by a stem, which is connecte 
through a trunk with roots embedded in dirty soil. 
rose cannot live apart from the stem, the trunk, and tb 
roots ; nor all of them together apart from the earth. 11 
one sense, therefore, they are all on the same level. ” ha

Simply this, that it ministers more obviously to o* 
gratification; not the gratification of one man here 
there, but the gratification of all men with normal eyes an
noses, in all ages and in all parts of the world. - ' 1' 
Balfour may depend upon it that no Atheist will e) 
value roses the less because controversial Supernatural*^ 
cannot sec why “ one natural agent” should enjoy 
dignity or consideration not shared by all the others.

Mr. Balfour proceeds to deal with Determinism and I*’ 
W ill in their ethical aspects. Ho appears to think t 
Naturalists universally teach Determinism, and that Sup 
naturalists universally teach Free W ill ; at least, the 'y 1 
of his argument is based upon that supposition; and the 
was never a greater mistake. Mr. Balfour reminds 
readers that, “ on the naturalistic view, free will *s '. 
absurdity.” Well, what was it on the view of John p a ' 
and Martin Luther? The fact is, whether you beliove^  
God or in Nature, you are equally left to the reig" 
Necessity. Every logician has seen this. Those who ** 
argued to the contrary have never understood theques1  ̂

Mr. Balfour, we should say, is not without ¡it lc£lS f 
partial perception of the truth. lie  admits that “ H*01 w., 
nothing in the theory of determinism which need ,n0<ellt 
the substance of the moral law,” and that “ no arg'in'^, 
against good resolutions or virtuous endeavors can 
be founded upon necessitarian doctrines.” I1’01' ,",foUr 
relief much thanks! But we soon find Mr. R'P 0f
arguing that Determinism conflicts with the s011)'C.,er, 
personal responsibility. His ironical criticism, n°^jj ug
does not amount to an explanation. He does not 
what ho means by “ personal responsibility.” AH ii'lmy” 
his book, indeed, he evades the “ personal responsih* ^  
of defining his terms. In the absence of definition 0,il n#l 
Balfour’s part, we have only to remark that “ P0!̂  jj. jg 
responsibility” is just ¡is real, and just as operative, * aS 
generated by the external influence of human s0C1sl,per- 
if it were generated by the external influence of a 
natural ruler of the universe. roti°n

Mr. Balfour denies the Naturalist any rational d°'° 
to Humanity. . ^

“ Of the combination of causes which first c0!|'a,s of 
a dead organic compound into the living prog61'* p in 
humanity, science, indeed, as yet knows nothing' a„cl
enough that from such beginnings famine, dise®' > 
mutual slaughter, fit nurses of the future 
creation, have gradually evolved, after infinite ■ aod 
a race with conscience enough to feel that it *s v . ’ \V' 
intelligence enough to know that it is insignnioa^‘(| aiiijw uu niiuiY uuuu iG i' *r>‘ - i i . j(i iw;
survey the past, and see that its history is of » . st,up*‘ 
Pairs, of helpless blundering, of wild revolt, » 
acquiescence, of empty aspirations. We sound t»6 j, t-h' 
¡uni learn that after a period, long compared '  ^ (h<
individual life, but short indeed compared ,,vf eS
di\ isions of time open to our investigation, the 
of our system will decay, the glory of the sun t 
dimmed, and the earth, tideless and inert, will n o j'it-« 

°  crate the race which has for a moment «li.stu1 . |,js 
solitude. Man will go down into the pit, and 1. j,jii 
noughts will perish. The uneasy consciousness, coirjghts win perisn. The uneasy 

this obscure corner has for a brief space 
tented silence of the universe, will 1m; at rest.
know itself no longer. ------ - „front?61 W
‘ immortal deeds,’ death itself, and love ■ . .. • .

.................... ...........  M a f f i a
‘ Imperishable monuments „

death win i ’ , ..... itself, and love strongci ^ 0,.
wi n , Z t l - . T  th.°"«b they had never been. 
the biliar ls I*6 better or be worse f<»' 11 , ,,\C
striven Mirn?,ni|US’ dev?tion> and suffering of . » gh countless generations to effect. ,

Humanity ?^ gre,lter impeachment of God <jh*n gT
will p, i If t Us 18 ;i|l Hiat God has been 

" ' lng, t0 d oon  this planet, he deserves not our
but our hatred or contempt. G. W.r FOOT®-

( To be concluded.)

Adhere to your act and congratulate yourself d 3’ . ell 
done something strange and extravagant, and »* 
monotony o f  a decorous age.—R. Iff. Emerson.

0 « 111



THE FREETHINKER. 1Q5

the SUPERNATURAL NO GUIDE FOR MAN.

1895,

There
(  Concluded from  page 179.)

are"1 th —  doubtless many persons who sincerely believe 
belief6 ’ 3uPernatural; hut it should be remembered that 
feitli- 13 not knowledge. It is quite true that we have 
in ev111 muc*‘  ° i  which we have no actual knowledge, and 
8Uch Hfe we are compelled frequently to exercise
have ait° ‘ Tor instance, we believe in countries which we 
\ve ^  ever seen, and in the existence of persons with whom 
°pp0 ‘ v.° never como in contact. But such belief is not 
°bL. , to knowledge, because proof could easily be 
¡nasm 1 whereas the belief in the supernatural is, 
supe c 1 as no one pretends that he knows what the 
t° tafee fUral rea,Hy is. W e should always be careful not 
Ifa n or granted, without proof, that which is improbable, 
sanjg .•n asserted that one thing was in two places at the 
he hadT*3’ We skould not stop to ask for the evidence that 
serve t °  Pr°duce, because no amount of evidence could 
shoivp °  sljTjstantiate as a truth that which experience has 
4ltt0UntC <f n0t 'Je' There are many subjects which no 
■tatter; ,  kestimony' could prove, simply because the

The S "  s,lck a nature as not to admit of proof, 
tatutai Sam.e Principle applies to the belief in the super- 
!lnd jri A man may tell us that he has seen a miracle, 
Sl|Perria't ’ , , ereforei he knows from experience that the 
verify 1 ■ exists; and he brings a dozen persons to 
Ulirw, Is , statement. Now, the testimony may be 
< i ! acnable, but - - ' ' -
na Jneous.
y.Ppened

conclusion arrived at perfectly 
which he describes may have 
to be proved to be a miracle 1

him
while his evidence may vouch for the fact, 

be a matter for inquiry. The assertion

the
_ i-iJt-no 1 , The event 
The f0r, ’ but how is it
a W n S 111 operation in its production may be to 
%  ca,, and ............
that 7 °  ®ust

forces producing it were supernatural is a 
s one, and utterly opposed to everything that wenow. n r.‘7> “ ‘iu utterly opposed to everytmng mat we 

pnirrito.j ,e lef should have a rational basis, or it is wild andlj lr,lericaj p  • 1 • ---------- -------—---------------->
p Cor>finpd • ' s S °°d  in its place, but it must always
'vilt6 faith j 'v | in the sphere of knowledge. A  man can 

that which he never saw, and perhaps never 
which he has faith must be a

Will . 1 ** »» utl*U
(j rible’ - ut tho Pkinir i

°r  his faith,^u. 1  « ioh.ii is misplaced, and he himself
absorb), "f  ° Ur opinion, faith in the supernatural is an 
ot an,] S aiti>, pre supposing a knowledge which we do 
• ? lie ]-J?.Un°,t possess, since a knowledgepossess, since a k ™ ^ geThe^spkore of

of knowledge! but one which arises out ot it,^ nev^v ~~ i— " ‘ OUtü, UU
Sven •fv.̂ r go beyond it.

could l)e demonstrated as a fact that Christ,¿(| ItiiCU 1>LU*,UMi« ft ** 1 years
ag0 uPematural being, existed about two on land
a8nS° what value would that be to »s i agony,
privar soa> men, women, and chddr neoplo aro

and some die heartrending deaths , 1 ^ 1 ^ .  
> a cr by bghtning and consumed by > wjdow is 

ao assistance. The sick pine away, h
t^rvatilate’ tke fatherless weep, and the P ° not.
^  is oV°n’ an<l  yet the supernatural Jobu.i helps *.ne 
t W ¿ ao avail to US to be told that centuries ago no-> what ------- ’

<li

m 5i so tW ^ e ncc<l now is the power to improve the 
tv» s®nt sr '*e skall be relieved of the many evils which 
¡JNise h 0 s°rd y  oppr ‘
freCttl» e b lPernat« a l  
°r Iqtho dead S3lHects for 
S % t h  wl snM' -  
Ulir-'. Hi

'css it. But supposing Jesus did 
power upon the dead, he did not 

s , —  — ~ operation,
e World \ n?e!1 a.s Confucius, Aristotle, Socrates,

\lred rvV- 11(5 left ll,” --- -------- " ---- J  -------——
6 he jeets 0f 1 . 6 great men in their graves, and

^Urre 5-n°thino.n0r m . ectual importance to mankind, 
•^kate 1 0tl > it .? ^ IG' r service to society after their 
ludgtnp'f upon n';13 therefore a waste of energy, and 
. hvq. k le part of Christ, a lack of good
be r,, des,

th?.° we are told the supernatural is 
Ahrw tne futuro lo _ . . .A .., .1.......saidgiv,e h,

to
yrist come'sUt'aire is not either useful or cheering.

a* - ‘ien- sUn excci,te judgment at tho last day, it 
e)6 *0 ’8kt; tj ke darkened, and tho moon will not

uU(i3bakon. TTars. are to fall, and the very heavens 
oi pi; f,, gather ,'.e 13 to come in the clouds in great

la t h e r  h's ' 'r n  lat o u  ’ riio
a far!0 1j,U'nt

to 
elect 

heavens

very
come in tho clouds 
from the four winds of 
arc to pass away, and

tho
the

ate terribigT’ while all unbelievers are to meet 
contemplate. The beneficent

character of the supernatural will be entirely destroyed if 
it is employed, as we are assured it will be, to raise all 
from the dead, and then save only a few, while the many 
are to be assigned to eternal misery. To an intelligent, 
humane mind it would appear better to let the whole 
human family sleep on for ever than to awaken them, and 
then to doom the great majority to perpetual suffering. 
To believe that there is a supernatural power capable of 
doing this may be possible to minds that have been 
hardened by a cruel theology; hut a being who could 
perform such revolting deeds would, in our opinion, be a 
demon, and not a loving and merciful Savior. To picture a 
supernatural being who could design and carry out such 
a diabolical proceeding is an idea so odious that we 
wonder any rational creature can believe in it. But, un­
fortunately, the belief does obtain, and our duty is to 
point out its monstrous character, and thereby lessen, as 
much as possible, its pernicious influence upon weak and 
credulous minds.

But it is said that the belief in the supernatural inspires 
hope of everlasting happiness. Suppose it does, the fact 
still remains that the orthodox supernatural theory 
involves the dread of everlasting misery, and the furthex 
melancholy fact that only a few are to experience that 
happiness, and that the many are to endure the misery. 
If it is said that the hope of heaven influences people to be 
good, the answer is that, if so, selfishness is the basis of 
such goodness. That is not the highest moral teaching 
that could be inculcated. Right doing should not be the 
result of the desire for merely personal reward in another 
world, but it ought to he prompted by the wish to improve 
the general community in this life. If Christianity has 
not the force to ensure upright conduct without its 
doctrine of rewards and punishments, then the faith is 
placed on a lower level than the old Pagan morality. 
Dean Milman acknowledges that, when the belief in the 
supernatural was at its height in the Roman Empire, 
morals were inferior to those that existed in the best 
Pagan times. And we have no doubt that, if the belief in 
tho supernatural ceased to-morrow, virtue would still 
remain, and human affections would continue to adorn and 
elevate the race. Good deeds spring from the natural, not 
from the supernatural; and useful actions originate on 
earth, they are not importations from heaven.

Our aim is to urge upon mankind the importance of 
confining their attention to the known and knowable, and 
those are only to be found, so far as we can discover, 
within the domain of the natural. To indulge in idle 
speculations as to some supernatural power is to divert 
men’s minds from the real business of life, and to take 
their attention from the study of those subjects which have 
proved useful in aiding the civilisation of the world. The 
belief in tho supernatural is not only no guide to us, hut it 
has led to strife, divisions, persecutions, and insanity ; and 
further, even among men of intellect, it has caused 
incorrect thinking, loose reasoning, the drawing of false 
conclusions as to the facts of life, and the substitution of 
wild imagining for the realities of existence.

The believer in the supernatural talks of .lesus as though 
he had more than human love for man, and a superhuman 
desire to effect his welfare. The Secularist maintains that 
the same high and lofty feeling of philanthropy, of 
brotherly love, may beat in the human bosom, and needs 
only wise and patient cultivation to bring forth golden 
fruit. Ho declares that there can be no grander impulse, 
no loftier, more animating incentive, than an honest, 
steadfast desire to benefit the whole human race.

Charles W atts.

Real Hell.
As the idea of a material heaven was doubtless borrowed 

from natural phenomena such as mirages, so too was 
borrowed tho idea of a material hell from the volcanoes 
found along the Mediterranean, where the idea had birth. 
Affidavits have been made by sea captains and sailors, 
representing they saw the Devil bearing into a belching 
volcano a lost. soul. E. G. Squier, in his Nicaragua, in 
describing the volcano of Masaya, says: “ Some confessors 
have imposed no other penance than to visit this volcano.” 
He informs his readers that priests are in the habit of 
f aking their parishioners to the summit of an open volcano, 
with the surging molten lava in full view, and then telling 
them of the undying misery of those doomed to spend an 
eternity writhing in these lurid flames.— Progressive Thinker.
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WONDERS IN GOZO.

Is any reader so ignorant as not to know where Gozo is 1 
I confess with shame that I never heard of the place until 
1 read an article in the Month for January, 1893, giving an 
account of the wonders which have recently occurred there. 
The obscurity of the place, however, is no argument 
against the wonders. Many educated Romans in the first 
century had probably never heard of Nazareth or Capernaum. 
Lourdes and Knock were not celebrated until the Virgin 
and the pilgrims found them out. Miracles are usually 
done in a corner, and for them, as for kissing, a dark 
corner is best— Galilee or Gascony, or Mayo or Malta, near 
which island Gozo is situated, and, like it, afflicted by the 
scourge of English heresy, “ a horrible monster dwelling at 
the very doors of the inhabitants, meeting them at every 
turn, and which they detest with a passion which rules 
their lives.”

Notwithstanding this sacrilegious environment, the 
suitability of the Gozitans to receive a divine revelation is 
indisputable. In their goodness (shown by their poverty 
and hatred of heresy) “ there is a simplicity which is 
beautifully child-like, and which probably attracted Our 
Lady’s favors to them.” Now— as of old— the faith of a 
child is the passport to the kingdom of Heaven.

In this pious island there is, or was in 1883, a little 
chapel containing a picture of the Assumption of the 
Virgin, “ borne up on the heads of three cherubs,” and 
steadied by “ four angels, two on either hand.” The place 
is so remote that Mass was rarely said there; but the 
country people, especially the women, went in to pray 
occasionally. “ Lord bless their little hearts, they thinks 
it’s all right, and don’t know no better; but they’re the 
wictims o’ gammon,” to quote the words of Mr. Weller, 
senior.

One of these “ wictims ” in Gozo, named Carmela 
Grima, was passing the sanctuary in June, 1883, “  reciting 
certain favorite prayers,” when she heard a voice saying, 
“ Come ! Come ! Come 1 Como to-day, for you will not 
be able to come back for a whole year.” She accordingly 
entered the chapel and knelt before the picture, from 
which the same voice spoke again, and said : “  Say three 
Hail Marys in honor of the three days that my body 
remained in the tomb.” The words do not seem remark­
able, but it is presumption to judge a message from
heaven.............. Carmela repeated the invocations, and, as
no more was said, she departed, and, in obedience to 
the “ heavenly vision,” did not return for a year. W hat 
is more remarkable in a woman, she for two years kept 
silence about what she had heard.

This silence, which, as the writer in the Month remarks,
“ has something of the supernatural about it,” she at last 
broke. “  She was moved to open her heart to a youth of 
holy life, named Francesco Portelli, who shared her devotion 
to Our Lady. When she asked him whether he ever 
heard anything unusual while praying before her picture, 
during his frequent visits to the sanctuary, he told her in 
confidence that on six different occasions Our Lady had 
spoken to him from her picture, and had exhorted him to 
have great devotion to the * wounds on our Lord’s shoulder, 
caused by bearing the Cross.’ ”

Francesco was not able t keep a secret so well as 
Carmela. His hints concerning tho loquacious picture, 
which, however, was somewhat monotonous in its 
communications (like the four beasts in the Apocalypse, 
Rev. iv. 8), caused “ vague rumors to spread themselves 
abroad.” “ A  spontaneous, irresistible burst of devotion 
ran over the whole island like wildfire . . . .  the field 
adjoining the chapel was black with the kneeling 
multitude.” It was now high time for the Church to 
“ regulate the devotion”— i.e., to secure its share of the 
spoil. Carmela and Francesco were examined before the 
Bishop. The woman readily told what she had heard or 
imagined. The youth was very reticent, “ and confined 
himself to briefly answering the questions put to him on 
oath.” The difference is significant. Carmela was a 
sincere fanatic, crazed with hard work, praying, and 
fasting. Francesco was a clevor rogue, who knew that his 
testimony would bo more valuable if reluctantly given. 
On a subsequent occasion, in 1890, Carmola disclosed to the 
Bishop further revelations, “ several of which are reported 
to take the form of prophecies.” 1 hese, however, “ remain 
sealed and locked up from public view ” (no doubt awaiting

their fulfilment), like the utterances 
thunders ” in the Revelation (Rev. x. 4)

of the « Seve»

"T h e  graces, both spiritual and temporal,” which 
course, have followed, “ disprove the theory which ®‘- 
occur to the English reader that the story was a fab 
tion ” (or a delusion 1) of Carmela and Francesco. _ 
these graces— the cures professedly miraculous— a regis' j  
has been kept by order of the Bishop, after care 
examination on oath.” “ Therein may be found rnanJ" j 
beautiful story of faith and answer to prayer’ ' ' 1 
The first person cured was Francesco’s mother, Vince 
Portelli, in November, 1886. She suffered from h 
disease and dropsy in an aggravated form. The d°c 
pronounced her incurable (cf. Luke viii. 43). Her t 
pious sons— hers was a praying family— “ recited 
Rosary, and promised to light a lamp before the n . 
picture.” The old lady was restored to health. It s,n° j 
be observed that this is one of the best authentic'1
miracles on record. It was deposed to on oath by Vincen(f

estionfid.and her family. No doubt tho doctors were quec--  ̂
The heart disease might be a nervous malady, curable 
imagination; but what of the dropsy ? Finally- 1

while all 
Can fl'Cpublished to the world within ten years, 

parties, or at least most of them, are alive. t/a« Y 
believe in the cures of Peter’s wife’s mother, and P " , y 
father (in the same neighborhood, Acts xxviii. 8), and 
that of Francesco’s mother 1

Somewhat less marvellous was the case of ‘p0{ 
Cutajar. She was in great grief because she com u 
nurse any of her children. She promised to offer nerS^ 
earrings at the shrine, and to visit it herself, fastin^^c 
bread and water. She felt an instantaneous change ^  
over her, and clasped her infant to the breast. Thc 
man came no more to the Cutajar’s door. . .^e-

Our Lady of Gozo, like her son, could cure at a di ^  
“  Some of the oil from the lamp, which was now ‘ ^ cle 
kept burning before the picture, has been tho ch1®^ per 
of Our Lady’s liealin 
teeth cured Maria

power." An application of it 
efai of lockjaw. Carmela bu jt 

whose hand was withered and paralysed, was cure . j.;0r2 
Saverio Busuttil regained the use of his limbs, Angê ^  
~c 1—  ------  Maria Caruana broke her h ip ; the * *of her eyes, 
could not set it to rights on .account of her cd hei pd

rfljC
prayer to a picture of Our Lady of Gozo curec ^  
moment. Margherita Bartolo, a girl of twenty-sp' ’ 
suffered for eleven years from an internal compin'1' ' ^  to 
doctors despaired of curing her, and advised her fcycr> 
Valctta to undergo an operation. Margherita, 1 bef 
like the anonymous woman in the .Gospel, had spyj^in, 
all on the physicians, and determined to try the aof bid
who was only five miles off. She had nothing 
“ a Mass with a Sermon ” (this does not seem a

to offer
high

bid)’

but it was enough; her cure was instantaneous. leg3’ 
“ Tho number of ex votos (waxen effigies of ar 

eyes, babies, intermingled with crutches, surgical apl 0

favors received, far more graphically than can any jiO1 
record.” (Where arc the offerings of those who ' are 
cured ?) But the most pleasing signs of gratitu* ■ \ yid 
cases, in every part of tho chapel, densely Pâ  gold 
gold earrings and other gold ornaments, “ to . g0oH 
the expense of building the new church which 1 
replace the present sanctuary.” It was with sUC ^d  ̂
that Aaron, thirty-three centuries ago, constri,^ tbfe.
Golden Calf, 
millenniums 1

ago,
Has the world grown wiser ID

The delay in erecting tho now \s,n& {l 
been caused by the avarice of jh e  owner of 1 sb11 
which the old chapel stands, who thought ho s caUSed ^ 
with Mother Church the “ unearned increment  ̂ j Llda3 ^
Our Lady’s communications. There is always "  vflri b^, 
an Ananias in such cases. Tho law-courts, ‘,0' j g tb'V îll 
decided for the bishop, and tho only fear now . jg 
coming publicity may tarnish the isle “ , -{of
radiant with the touch of Our Lady’s cm j  so1 
footsteps of a Zola may one day pollute the s‘ s

\Vhcre i  *
preachers say. i ,1
l fabrication ; lPl’ ,0W’

Gozo.
One thought more, as the

this record of folly, fraud, and ...... , ,  C1„ . o,
high-class monthly periodical sold at hal ■ jnt0 
presumably read by the richer, if not tho m( e d i t «

afl3
Catholics. Do the accomplished Jesuits who do lrfCr 
believe in such stuff? I trow not. Why, 
publish it 1 I turn to the G. 0 .  B., and h»1 | 
in tho words of an old Freethinker called J °r
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threwUti 0rit.ies o£ hi® time disliked so much that they 
thin» • lm 'nto a dungeon: “ A  wonderful and horrible 
Jerê  .ls committed in the land [Surely not wonderful, 
false] la^’ ^owever horrible]; the prophets prophesy 
Poor/’ ^ e  Priests bear rule by their means; and my 
educat 1 °  to ^ave ^  so.” So it is still. For one 

r\ Catholic who would smile at the restored hip of 
half]. f ruana> and the renewed lactation of Maria Cutajar, 
mn„t °,zen “ simple people ’’ will be builded up in their 
" K o l y  faith.

fo0]s ' v, suPer.natural religion exists there will always be 
detaanl °  ^dieve ifl miracles, and rogues to supply the 
Occur,., • The wonders will be repeated which have 
and O n  ln ® oz°, and Knock, and Lourdes, and Loretto, 

ahlee, and Judea. James A. Richardson.

J ^ ch _3 1, 1895.__________________________________

W hat is this but saying that people in heaven will be a 
great deal worse than those on earth 1 W ho can derive 
consolation from such a faith 1 The idea of a hereafter in 
which but one sentient being, and that the worst that ever 
lived, should be tortured without purpose, because, if 
“ for ever,” it must be purposeless, is repugnant to any 
humane mind.

The contemplation of hell for any we love is calculated 
to drive people mad. It has led many into asylums. If 
people honestly believed such a doctrine, they ought to go 
mad. But they never realise hell as for themselves, or for 
those they care for. Hell is always for the uncared for, 
for the sinners ; while the believers are the saints. As long 
as the doctrine endures, it will be a proof of the essential 
barbarism of Christianity, and Christians will do well to be 
modest in dilating upon the consolations of their religion.

Uncle Benjamin.

the  c o n s o l a t io n s  o f  b e l ie f .

coutrar.,0li hear the serene confidence of the believer 
t° r.,T  with the anguish and doubt which are supposed 
thou„},j e rni,1d of the sceptic. But what must be the 
Cotltem 1 an earnesfc and honest Christian when he 
light ofl)ti:teS,thc £ate o£ those near and dear to him in the 
is the t c  Kristian doctrines of heaven and hell 1 Hero 
the \Te -pmony ° i  one of the ablest commentators upon 
1vhen j | cstament, Albert Barnes. He says: “ I confess, 
deaths i *  on a world of sinners and of sufferers, upon 
wit}, ho°|.3 and graveyards, upon the world of woe, filled 
tfty p s 3 to suffer for ever and over, and see my friends, 
tipoti aCUvSmy fami'y. my fellow citizens; when I look 
Mien I "  l0u race> involved in this sin and anger; 
aru]. i s®e the great mass of them wholly unconverted, 
Dot “en 1 feel that-, .,.,1......... ... L a k„ a —Jo T fe0l that God only can save them,and yet he does 

... . > t am struck di imK Tf. is oil r1or»V ilnrlr rlnrlr fit-— struck dumb. It is all dark, <- ‘ ‘ m’,in
An S0lll, and I cannot disguise it. A s 1an 1
tv'jert Barnes could not get away froin the^c _ 

doctrine of ntAmoi
thi at
Testarr̂ ,trine o£ Vernal torments was taught in the New 
equallv nt’ avS believed, revealed by God ; and he was 
With th "11'}. to conceal that it was not in accordance 
' H e r e H ctates of his own reason and conscience, 
riore SQv3. t'.10 Perfect serenity of such a faith 1 There was
°ver alfth*11 u *n ^ose  callous divines who frankly throw 
With n , mimaner feeli ners nf nnfnrB nnrl Vii>l i p. v*>rl t.Viah

n0ri'elect T Hv/r--
ere aro iI1 ^ r* Wheeler’s Christian Doctrine of HellFnnrvT» 1 - - -  - —

%

mer feelings of nature, and believed that 
Tley should rejoice in the torments of the

h)

e serenit1
h

b _ ...........  9  —  ■
“ie many examples of such pwus ntteranc^, jrQm 

the" cuHed a few more samples of Chris ia ^
((s°Utld old orthodox sermons of the pas .

frotrrik^ H (;y  (the saints) shall see liov a  difference
he l, 'yfech God hath saved them, and h< o ()£ others

made between their state and the state o

,ave

s^fel and iu.yj  natu.re, and perhaps by practice, no more 
tiie the ,,.,CS(;rvlnK than they, it will give them more a 
Iff ? they l0nLnderfumess of God’s grace to them. Every 
so aiuladrn’'"?.P°n the damned it will excite in them a
ih) m -y.'^aamirihg sense of the grace of God, 1 1 1 the

in wite^aPPmess of the elect in heaven will, PJ l>'|^p And  
t£le torments o£ t\u.\ •laninei nps liusban(l8,)viveb these ltmay be their own children, pa , esaof the

friends on earth. One part of ^ S ^ W h i l e  
He d 18 to celebrate the doctrine of; iepro ou the

s a s S " * — “  '  ■ _ _ _ ...............

CriirdV damned have drunken down "b o h
H eftrfeneon,‘ ..........Mth H  shall k ' ,  ay> they must do the same another day 
', '1 fries hideous with the sight of devils, the ears

of the damned in^ e ^ r t T  F  outcries o,
the ton 8 1 , smothered, as it were, with 

' lti Jlanica £hc hand, the foot, and every part, 
n Thfi Jle°. A Ambrose's Discourse on “ Dooms-
oQq (j  ̂?Odly
t^hanij Ptaation 3drid} applaud the justice of the judge in 

hur un«cdly husband. The godly 
; The o-! fi!en to t*10 damnation of her wlio lay in 

C 'y  eh i£, ^ e  , (̂ J,d y Par„ents shall say hallelujah at the 
[a  Mck.I Hall ° ncV o£ their ungodly child. And tho 

^  &d Parents d ?  l !ie heart approve the damnation of 
V‘ T’Aoo.,, “ °  begot him, and tho mother who bore

* “ Fourfold ¿State” p. 383.ß

GEMS FROM LICHTENBERG (1742-1799).
(Selected and translated from his works by F. M a l ib r a n .)

The works of Lichtenberg can servo us as the most wonderful 
divining-rod ; wherever he makes a jest, there lies hidden a 
problem.— Goethe.

Materialism is the asymptote of psychology.
The wooden saints have done more than the living ones.
I have played at times the Atheist in Society merely : 

exercitii gratia.
God created man in his image, probably means that man 

created God after his image.
Doubt everything at least once, even if it were the 

proposition : 2 and 2 makes 4.
Is not our conception of God but merely personified 

incomprehensibility 1
There are plenty of people who can believe everything 

they choose to believe; what happy creatures to be sure !
I would willingly sacrifice a part of my life in order to 

get to know what has been the average position of the 
barometer in Paradise.

Tho world will get to grow so acute that it will become 
as ridiculous to believe in God as to believe in ghosts.

. . . .  he was a clever youth, he was hardly six years 
old, yet he could recite the Paternoster backwards.

The almighty must be very fond of us, indeed ; sec how 
often he visits us in the shape of rain !

It is to the thoughtless veneration which people have 
for old laws, old customs, and old religion that we owe 
every evil in this world.

The death of a gifted and talented man produces upon 
me the greatest sorrow, because the world has more need 
of such men than heaven.

Man is, perhaps, half spirit and half matter, just like the 
polypus is half plant and half animal; the strangest 
creatures are to be found there where extremes meet.

I think it will be hardly possible to prove that we are the 
work of a supremo being, rather than that of an imperfect 
one, who created us as a pastime.

Is it not strange that most people fight so willingly for 
a religion, and yet live so unwillingly after the precepts 
it toachcs ?

I have read Hoydenreich’s Letters on Atheism, and I must 
admit that, contrary to the author’s intention, the letters 
written by the unbelievers appear more powerfully written 
than those of the believers.

Already, for many years, I have thought this world might 
be tho production of a subordinate being, and I have not 
been able to shako off this idea.

The men who invented the absolution of sins through 
latin formulae are responsible for the greatest part of the 
corruption in this world.

It is really astonishing how we have come to base our 
belief in God upon obscure conceptions of causes about 
which wo know and can know nothing, because all 
conclusions based upon an originator of the universe will 
never be anything else but anthropomorphism.

Dialogue: A .— “ The nuns have armed themselves 
against unchastity not only by a vow, but also by strong 
iron bars on their windows.” B .— “ Quite so ; but there 
would bo no difficulty in making them break their vow, 
provided we succeeded in breaking the iron bars.”
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W hat I believe forms so many Deists among thoughtful 
and intellectual people is the unchangeable laws of nature. 
The more a man makes himself acquainted with these laws, 
the more evident it appears to him that what now takes 
place has always taken place, and that it has never been 
otherwise, and that miracles no more happen now-a-days 
than they did in the past.

POOR PRICE HUGHES!

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes was announced to preach at 
Holy Trinity Church, Rockferry, on Tuesday evening week. 
It also occurred to two •waggish Secularists, of Liverpool 
and Birkenhead respectively, that that very evening would, 
to them, be a most opportune occasion for paying the afore­
mentioned place a visit for the purpose of making a critical 
survey of its architecture as it presented itself to them 
exteriorly. So there they betook themselves, but not before 
it had dawned upon their economic minds of the advisability 
of killing as many birds as they could with the one shot. 
And, miraculously to relate, it crossed their mental horizon 
of the existence of four hundred odd pamphlets that were 
safely ensconced in a cupboard on the premises of the 
Liverpool Branch of the N.S.S. Pamphlets not dealing 
with the various styles of architecture, by the by, but copies 
of the famous one written by the President of the N.S.S. on 
“ The Atheist Shoemaker and the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes,” 
etc.

In due time they arrived at their destination, secured the 
assistance of some youths, and thereafter addressed them­
selves—one and all— to the distribution of the said pamphlets 
to those bent on listening to the flowery rhetoric of the rev. 
gentleman. The pamphlets were gracefully and, apparently, 
gratefully received, the men carefully lodging them in their 
inner pockets, and the ladies deftly folding and afterwards 
securely clutching them, after the manner they do their 
purses— of course, going to church, they had wisely left 
them at home. Consequently, the pamphlets were the sole 
occupants of that safe and enviable position.

During the distribution one noteworthy incident trans­
pired. Two men in clerical garb approached the side 
entrance, one being no less a personage than the notorious 

readier of the evening ; and will it be credited that the 
distributor at that entrance, with a temerity worthy of the 
Victoria Cross, tendered the rev. gentleman himself a copy 1 
Whereupon he— well, meekly declined with a doleful shake 
of the head. The gentleman accompanying him, unparson­
like, gracefully accepted a copy with the query : “ Is this 
from Foote?” “ Yes.” “ Thank you ; we expected this.”

I have not heard how the rev. gentleman acquitted 
himself that evening; but it requires no extraordinary 
acquaintance with physio-psychological science to aver that 
the knowledge of the fact ot the distribution of that pamphlet 
among his audience would unduly involve a tremendous 
expenditure of energy in the endeavor to keep it from 
occupying the focus of his consciousness, even in the 
delivery of a sermon. Imagine the poor man’s case as from 
the pulpit he espies from the pockets of the men the edges 
of the pamphlet jeeringly peering at him, and, worst of all, 
in their entirety from the graceful grip of the ladies, loudly 
mocking him. For well he knoweth the contents thereof. 
The singing has ceased, and the last note of the organ has 
slowly faded away. The text he is giving out, and, while 
doing so, has a haunting fear that, as he proceeds with the 
delivery of his sermon, he will be disconcerted by that 
blessed pamphlet, twisting itself, as it were, from beneath 
his pressure of it to infraconsciousness. He makes a 
desperate effort, and, hurrah—Laficeeds; and joyously he 
dashes along with a sweep of perfervid pulpit palaver. But, 
alas ! a reactionary moment is at hand, and with lightning 
rapidity that pamphlet has twisted itself and proudly soars 
on the crest or the uppermost wave ; then, in consciousness, 
and as a consequence, disarranging all his oratorical toilette. 
Another supreme effort at pressing it down ; but again it is 
quickly uppermost, until, in sheer desperation, he exclaims 
with Macbeth, “ Take any shape but that.” Let us com­
miserate the poor man, for, verily, the way of the transgressor 
is hard.

Notwithstanding their visit, my friends are unable to 
acquaint me of the style of architecture of Holy Trinity 
Church. John Roberts.

The world has been soldier-ridden and priest-ridden to 
death— the soldier in the saddle, and Jack priest on the 
crupper.— Puck.

Whoever is afraid of submitting any question to the test 
of free discussion is more in love with his own opinion than 
with truth.— J. S. Mill.

A CI D DROPS

Religious nuisances are hard to suppress; witness 
longevity of Salvation Army bands. A t Bingera, W * .  
South Wales, the Salvation Army bangers and tootlers » . 
voted “ the boss nuisance in the district,” and the mu 
pality instructed John Plunkett, their inspector of nuisan J 
to take action against them when they next made a r°' 
the streets. He did so, and the Salvationists went to 
and got big damages against him ; but he would» t .11 ̂  
and the municipality wouldnit pay for him, so he 
prison for contempt of court. Happy Salvationists . 
world is all before them where to choose.

Mr. James Monro, late Commissioner of Police in Lon 
is engaged as a medical missionary in Nuddea, bo 
Bengal. His antecedents cause the natives to look »1 
him with suspicion. Some even regard him as a Go' 
ment spy. Such is the reward of piety in Bengal !

Jesse Hitchcock, driver of the Post Office niailcart.fr0® 
Leicester to Loughborough, has been committed for t n » ^  
a charge of stealing packages. When arrested he ‘ # 
eaten two packets of bridecake, and was just re a d »^  
hymn-book. Jesse Hitchcock’s literary tastes w» ¡D 
accommodated if he happens to reside for some tii»° 
prison.

Providence works with blind impartiality. During J|Jjg 
recent earthquake in Sicily a church fell in while the PeV"j„ 
were worshipping, and a number of persons were burie 
the ruins. We commend this incident to the attentio 
Christians.

The Faversham Guardians have unanimously reque^j 
Miss Burgess to resign. She is the matron’s assistant, ^  
she was requested to go to the Workhouse chape* 
Sunday and take charge of the girls during service, 
she refused to do, and she explained to the Guardians 
she had not entered their service as a Churchwoman, . g 
that she disliked the Church service. She declined to K jj 
any assurance that she would not make a similar reins 
occasion should arise again. She has therefore to loo* 
another situation, and we hope she will find one where 
employers do not hire their servants “ body and soul.

That delightful repertoire of religious trash, the Christ^  
Herald and Signs o f the Times (March 28), makes the j-j 
F. Douglass out to have been a very good Christian, 
also gives a story of “ An Infidel’s Death-bed.” The na^s 
less infidel, however, was not converted. “ He had, • 
the writer, “ found it hard work to stupefy conscience,^ js 
he persisted in his effort, and he did i t ;  and, as faj' 
known, continued an infidel up to the time of his deatlt^ ¡s 
Voltaire, Tom Paine, and Shelley ; and in such a case ^  
now with them, crying out for a drop of water to o0°̂ yell, 
tip of his tongue, in the abode of eternal despair. . a(e 
even the Christian Herald has learnt that not all infid® ^  
converted. Some day it may find they are not cryins 
either in the abode of eternal despair.

------- . “ \VW
The correspondence in the Church Times on i ¡i 

Working Men Don’t Come to Church” has brought jjc 
letter from W. Carlile, the head of the Church Army- £ t))C 
believes in street services, and, above all, in the power 0f 
magic lantern, “ summer as well as winter,” as a in®ia'̂ j.vke 
arresting the sinner and instructing the saint. ' re- 
religion an entertainment” seems to be the modern i 
scription. ____

The Liverpool Post is responsible for the statement 
a boy who is a member of a church choir, and whose t j 0g 
is superintendent of a Sunday-school, gave the fo**°„ fye 
account of the origin of the Catholic Church 
Catholic Church was established by Henry VIlLu „je.

!l,o PI,,, mb of ■* ..1Vstarted the Reformation against 
Henry did not really wish for a 
started it to frighten the Pope, 
quarrelled.” ____

the Church of 1¥" 'u  
reformation, but 
with whom he 11

Our Liverpool contemporary appears to see that ® put 
profanity is {relished by ordinary readers. We se 0f ¡' 
amongst a column of its “ Facts and Fancies” » story 
village Sunday-school boy in a farming district, w*1 g0£1cl' 
asked by the minister how Jacob knew it was Josep» ,-^1: 
ing for him from E gy p t; whereupon the boy r°*
“ ’Cause he see’d his name on the waggons.”

------- che(S
Prebendary Reynolds might have cautioned 

against reading to juveniles the savage details of the ' ‘ jjO* 
tlie Israelites, and such statements as “ the Lord is 
war.” The Peace Association has been seeking to sU qjp '■ 
a manual of their own on peace and war for the 
naval and military heroes cultivated in some schoo*
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HenHuT '1'^ hardly effect their object while the Old Testa- 
nhs juvenile minds with notions of blood and battle.

been P%b°rrow, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Salford, has 
¿’eP‘ying to Dr. Moorhouse, the Anglican Bishop of 

®otaef' l i  on ^ ie <luestion> 11 W as St. Peter Bishop of 
' u o adduces the usual questionable authorities,aome f

“ In ireV,eals tlle weakness of his case by contending that 
ar>d h n ’ . • hete.r might have held the Roman Episcopate, 
lioUr >> rn'n 1° his death, without residing in Rome for one 
anot) spectacle of these rival bisliops belaboring one
howe,er on hehalf of the claims of their rival churches is, 
be ff„ er5an exhilarating one, and some Freethinkers may 
house i» to exclaim : “ Go it, Bilsborrow ! Pitch in, Moor-

coX eJ ° iat Insisted upon by the Bishop of Salford, in his 
WriterVp Sy w^h the Bishop of Manchester, is that “ no 
or GatVi l-®an or Christian, Rationalist or Infidel, Protestant 
\vas T)• aoiic, can be quoted who ever denied that St. Peter 
Ihirtol8 i?P °b Rome, until the time of the Waldenses, in the 
Bishn r̂a 1 century.” But what nonsense is this. The 
legetl(v w°uld find it a hard task to strictly prove that the 
is tj.p Sa ê of much earlier date than their denial, and there 
trlunmb ° Ubted that, when the Christian Church was 
the crfr an*i’ ^ ‘«re was no criticism upon its pretensions, or 
\Vay lcs and their writings were ruthlessly put out of the

i m p wider s/ie Id Examiner reports a “ powerful and 
by tbo t>Ve sermon at the Buxton-road Wesleyan Chapel 
Jiatinn i-n' P* Talalun Newton, of London, on “ Elijah, the 
^ ite d u s  0̂riQer*” l  bIs S0(Ily hero of the man of God 
abrade ■ IJnicsta of Baal to an open-air exhibition of

vict<
oneortv,! 
the »

«O  priests
w “-eeinerr sacrifices blaze, and, not

jeered at them because they had no petroleum to 
“ ’’ ! e ' ’ 1 ' satisfied with his

0t„y>. pursued his defeated rivals, shouting, “ Let not
wl, i m escape”; and thus roused the mob to slaughter 

“ N a ti“1? « 0  m cold blood. Truly a fine hero and 
ual Reformer” to extol in the nineteenth century !

Jr ____
}Rthn,i; /m .ce Hughes had a paragraph in last week’s 
be tyQ.qi on “ The Genesis of Great Ideas.” We wish 
''' AthoW ru p ia h 1 the genesis of that great idea of the 

lst shoemaker.”

âPtiirHiÛ es announces that the High Church party has 
Oír. p S'?! only Mr. Tom Mann, but also “ Nunquam” 
^Uoutir ’ alchford) of the Clarion. We regard this 

lrUstwe,?nn*!j w'th  very great suspicion. Mr. Hughes’s 
°PpOsifce° ^ hy ” ^sources of information are generally of the

H dirt ? orrespondent of the Daily News says : “ All sorts 
'edges are being resorted to in furtherance of the 

,0rnaista q . lishment crusade iii Wales. The Noncon- 
are abou’w -i8 roPf esented by the sponsors to these memorials, 
“J be an W  they can) to pull down the churches ; tithes are 
iHrcla * P'epHated for the erection of theatres ; and church- 
^dacity6. t° oe ‘ destroyed.’ One lady actually had the 
readin,r ;,to ask a parishioner to sign ‘ the petition’ without 
H.thig c> and she naively checked any thirst fur knowledge 
1Vltli her Inind » U Partj l'er victim by covering the text

o'hi, a îUs People, who identify the cause of God with their 
ncaHy always unscrupulous. The names of 

,arS?elv .,Ctl?°l children and ignorant old women were 
eat as r 8et b-1 hinder Charles Bradlaugh from taking his 

Presentative of Northampton.I ] j i, .
correspondent of the Daily News says a 

'SUeJ '.  had been asking one woman why she had 
fe e d ’ ' d seemed they had told her that, if this Bill 

husband leaving a little money to keep his 
^  “ i never be quite sure she would get it.

correspondent of the Daily News says : “ ‘ How 
t ^  Askerl k ® ° 1.1 vyith the petition f  a young Churchman 

Pg r. hero in Aberayron, a day or two ago. ‘ Oh, 
"Hpy tur'Ve ‘ „Get a good haul every morning when the

is cited as saying : 
ahÜr°bes the people to sigi

out from the workhouse.’ ”

I hear that the arguments 
a* (''•’Pes wib people to sign the petition are that the 

d that p U he demolished, the graveyards ploughed up, 
opery will establish itself throughout Wales.”

tbi
I

tb^ch.vard » to. he buried by the side of my wife in the 
l'hi ’ 'Í Hi’ said one man. Somebody had convinced him 

"byard establishment really came about, church and 
ePt a\vay 'vIth all their solemn associations, would be

‘ I
ar̂ '8anskj0^d,” says this special correspondent, “ that 

lre families are all expected to raise, at least,

iwJ
one pig and one parson. It is, no doubt, a tradition that 
ought to be rejected as out of keeping with the reverence 
due to the cloth. Nevertheless, it affords a piquant indica­
tion of the feeling between Wales and her parsons.”

A  Lyons Roman Catholic paper, called La France Libre,' 
has had a series of violent clerical attacks on the Free­
masons of that city. Lists of names have been giv6n, and 
employers have been exhorted to have nothing to do with 
those who were thus denounced. Among the persons thus 
brought into prominence is an organist at one of the Lyons 
churches, and the result was that he was dismissed from his 
employment. ____.

The organist brought an action for libel against the 
paper, claiming 3,000 francs damages. A  printer who is also 
aggrieved in the same way has brought an action to recover 
2,000 francs. The case, which attracted to the court a large 
gathering of priests and friends of the clerical party, resulted 
in a verdict for the plaintiffs for the amount claimed, but 
judgment was postponed. ____

The Rev. W. Gilby Smith, rector of Dorsington, near 
Alcester, Worcestershire, was missing from his home, and, 
as a result of a continued search, a note was found which, it 
is stated, shows that the rev. gentleman contemplated 
suicide by drowning himself in the Avon. Subsequently he 
was traced to the river, a considerable distance from the 
rectory, and footmarks were seen on the river bank. The 
jury returned a verdict of “ Suicide whilst temporarily 
insane.” ___

The Rev. W . Jackson, vicar of Monks Kirby, was fined the 
usual penalty of five shillings at Lutterworth Sessions for 
not sending his boy regularly to the elementary school, of 
which he is manager. He pleaded that his boy was so 
advanced that regular attendance was unnecessary ; but the 
Bench held that he must obey the same rules and regulations 
as people of lower station so long as his son remained in an 
elementary school.

More mejums in trouble ! A  dispatch from Dora, Ind., to 
the Chicago Record says: “ Jacob Garnett’s residence was 
the scene of great excitement when 1 Professor’ Henderson, 
of Anderson, and ‘ Doctor’ Small of this city, spirit 
mediums, were exposed, and a free fight ensued. Garnett is 
a Spiritualist, and had invited Henderson and Small to hold 
a circle. The audience was treated to various materialisa­
tions, while tables and chairs danced, and spirits addressed 
those present in poor English. The little town was 
interested, and last night the attendance was larger than 
ever. During a spirit conversation Wilbert Teagarten 
struck a match, disclosing Henderson talking through the 
large end of a tin horn ten feet long, while Small capered 
around the room. The circle broke up, furniture was over­
turned, and Small and Henderson were knocked down and 
the tables piled on them ; but they finally escaped.”

The Rockford Register Gazette reports that William 
Whipple, of Sycamore, one of the wealthiest farmers in that- 
vicinity, recently became violently insane. He had been 
attending a series of revival meetings at the M. E. Church at 
Charter-grove, and became impressed with the idea that he 
was the prohibition candidate for president. He was 
adjudged insane, and taken to Elgin. Revivals are as 
dangerous as brandy for the manufacture of insanity.

The Dundee Weekly News reports that the Glasgow police 
have received information of the death of William Dobbie 
(62), missionary, which occurred a few days ago under 
tragic circumstances. While kneeling in prayer at a prayer 
meeting he suddenly expired.

The Wesleyan missionary of Colon, the Rev. C. M. Clark, 
sends out a circular asking for subscriptions and gifts to a 
Boys’ Brigade, the object of which is the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom by means of military drill. It is a truly 
Christian method, and shows the skill of men of God in 
raking in the shekels. ____

A Daily News leader mentions that in the diary of a young 
lady who went to a course on Biblical criticism were found 
these words : “ The Elohist says,‘ Oh, how awfully dull this 
is ! Do look at that girl’s bonnet.’ ” The Elohist certainly 
never said such things, and the remarks apparently 
attributed to him are a nineteenth-century gloss.

The clericals continue active in their opposition to the 
Religious Freedom Bill in Hungary. In the debate in the 
Upper House the number of votes for and against the Bill 
was level. The President gave his casting vote with the 
Ayes, in order that the clauses of the Bill might be debated. 
The first two paragraphs of the Bill were accepted by small 
majorities. When it came, however., to the important 
chapter removing all disabilities from persons professing no 
religion, the old fight began over again, and this section of



200 THE FREETHINKER, March 31, 1895-

the Bill was rejected by a majority of eight votes, a fact 
which will, no doubt, lead to the Bill being thrown out. 
The Liberal party in Hungary are decided that, if Religious 
Freedom does not mean this, it has very little meaning.

The concern of the Church for the real elevation of the 
people was displayed by the attempt of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to thwart the new Sunday Bill, brought before 
the House of Peers by Lord Hobhouse. This Bill did not 
propose to repeal the intolerant Act of George III., but 
only to amend it, so that lectures on science, ethics, or 
literature might be delivered if not for the pecuniary benefit 
of the promoters. To this modest amendment the Primate 
would not give his assent, a W  the probability is that Lord 
Hobhouse’s well-meaning Bill, if it ever reaches the Lower 
House, will do so in a maimed and lamed condition. Mean­
while Secularists go on with lectures as usual.

The late gale was accompanied with much loss of life, and 
God’s houses seem to have specially suffered. In London 
the cross on the top of St. Thomas’s, at Shepherd’s Bush, 
toppled over. At Wolverhampton four pinnacles of St. 
Peter’s were blown down. At Peterborough two pinnacles 
of St. John’s, and at Newport Pagnal three pinnacles of 
the parish church tower, were destroyed. At Cambridge 
one side of the Salvation Army barracks was blown in, and 
at Nuneaton the church was much damaged.

the North and South Poles. The Unity of God is ^  
central doctrine of Islam, while the Christians al 
Trinitarians. 'Islam teaches that every child born 1 
innocent at its birth, though liable to err in after ye“rP 
but Christianity teaches the innate depravity of the who 
race at birth from “ original sin.” Islam teaches that fa1,1, 
and good deeds combined together merit salvation ; 
Christians believe all good actions to be “ filthy rags, a® 
that salvation can only be obtained through the vicario 
atonement of Christ.

The Crescent concludes by asserting that Christianity 
and Islam can never become one until Christians recan 
their blasphemy upon the one and only God by giving 111  ̂
as partners in his inheritance “ the man, Christ Jesus, a® 
the mysterious “ Holy Ghost.”

People make the Bible teach anything they please. 
is Richard Nagel, M.D., saying in the Vegetarian (March 
“ Whilst in the Old Testament (the Jews’ Bible) meat as to? 
held dominion, the New Testament (the Bible of the Cm 
tian) teaches a non-iiesh diet.” To make out a case, he.revL  
to the Essenes, who are not as much as mentioned in■ * 
New Testament, and omits all reference to Jesus tap » 
fish, meat and lamb at Passover; or to his saying, in a visi 
to Peter, when all manner of animals were let down tr° 
heaven in a sheet, “ Rise, Peter, kill and eat.”

A  portion of the roof of St. Michael’s Church, Bath, was 
blown off, and the pinnacle of St. Bartholomew’s Church 
was blown down, and the front part of the building was so 
much damaged that the service had to be discontinued. At 
Ironbridge, Shropshire, a portion of the Wesleyan chapel 
was wrecked, and the service had to be suspended. 
Stirchley Church was also seriously damaged.

The parishioners of St. Botolph have been much enraged 
because they are powerless to secure the appointment of the 
curate, the Rev. T. S. Henrey, as vicar. The right of 
appointment has been disposed of by the Dean and Chapter 
of Westminster to a speculator, and they have treated the 
claims of the parishioners with scant courtesy.

The Bible belief in witchcraft and possession by devils 
survives in Clonmel, co. Tipperary, Ireland. Michael Clery, 
a cooper, and a number of other men, stand charged with 
having caused the death of Clery’s wife. It appears the 
poor woman was suffering from influenza, which her husband 
and others believed was the effect of being bewitched. To 
expel the evil spirit, she was forced to swallow a decoction 
obtained from a medicine-man, and then carried to a fire and 
held over it by the men until she was so terribly burnt that 
her death ensued.

From the North Bay Times, which is sent to us from 
Canada, we cut the following instance of the effects of over­
much religion : “ D. J. McLure, a highly-respected farmer, 
about three miles from Brampton, and his two brothers, 
have gone insane. They are in jail. It is thought to be a 
religious craze, for only recently they killed all their hogs 
and threw them away, believing the end of the world was 
near, and that food would not be required long.”

A paper on “ Ancient Chaldean Temples,” in the Echo 
(March 25), says that in the early sacrificial code there is 
no mention of the sacrifice of animals, but only of such 
things as wine, fruit, bread, etc. In this respect it contrasts 
advantageously witli the code of Jehovah, which was a 
system of wholesale slaughter. Judaism has been described 
as a religion of blood and thunder, in which the devotee 
offered the one for the fear of the other.

Lord Halifax, the President of fho English Church Union, 
has been to Rome to confer with the Pope on the subject 
of Reunion. The E.C.U. boasts of 34,876 members, of whom 
4,262 are clergymen. But these do not represent the English 
people, or even the Anglican Church, and their adherence 
to any scheme of union means precious little. What is 
noticeable is that, as the Churcli gets more Papistical, 
while the State and people remain Protestant, the time for 
the separation of Church and State palpably draws nearer.

The widow of Father Butler, D.D., Roman Catholic 
chaplain to the forces at Devonport, claimed his pension for 
herself and two_ sons. As she produced proofs of legal 
marriage, her claim was allowed. The English Churchman 
remarks : “ We wonder are there many Roman Catholic 
priests in England who have imitated Father Butler’s 
example.”

One Christopher Jabarra, of Damascus, a gentleman who 
has_ visited England, has started at Cairo an Arabic weekly, 
entitled Shahadatid Hag (the Evidence of Truth), designed 
to unite Christians and Mohammedans on common ground. 
Commenting on this, the Crescent remarks that almost all 
the existing Christian creeds and Islam are as far apart as

At the suggestion of the Bishop, Wednesday in End-* 
week was observed in the Truro district as a day for in1 . 
cession] for home missions. There was a special service

In tbe 
¡rsity>Truro Cathedral, when the Bishop himself preached, 

course of it he told how, on a recent visit to his univei 
he noticed a tutor returning the salute of various e|ff
undergraduates. He (the Bishop) asked, “ Who are thus j 
and the answer was, “ They are Chinese and Japanese a 
Indian gentlemen, who come to study and to take a de£ 
here.” “ Are they clever f  he asked. “ Yes,” he said, tn̂ e 
are clever with our cleverest.” He said, “ Do they beco. A
Christians here V_____  ______ “ No,” the tutor replied, and his vO
was still sadly ringing in his (the Bishop’s) ear; “ N o,1 . 
are less Christians when they leave than when they c0 . 
When they come, Christianity is with them an open quei 
it is shut for ever when they leave us, for they have s^ j  
the Christian life in England, and they say, ‘ God f°Ug 
that we should be Christians.’ ” Jesus is reported as say1 0 
1 By their fruits ye shall know them.”

stio»'
seco

Church buildings and sites, in London alone, are calcula ^  
to represent a monetary value of twenty millions. -Lhle 
this property is not only untaxed, but is totally unavan ^  
to the public, who pay for it, at any other time 
Sunday during the hours of “ Divine service.” urs, 
public churches should be open as places of rest at all h° s 
and public churchyards be universally turned into garcl 
or recreation grounds.

We regret to hear that Mr. J. M. Headley’s shoit gf 
21 North Howard-street, Yarmouth, has been the sce®gyor 
a destructive fire. Mr. Headley is a well-known Purv Lit 
of advanced literature, and a wag in the local Indepen ^¡j 
remarks that “ the Socialist and Secularist literature,'  e 
which the shop was well stocked, was hot enough to c 
spontaneous combustion.” Mr. Headley informs us, T 0p 
ever, that the fire really broke out in the part of the . 
where he kept the Christian literature. He suggests 
the liell-fire in that department caused the conflagration'

Christian meetings “ for men only ” are only too com®1 uy 
but the Rev. G. A. Wilson, of Fuel-lane Chapel, SoW^gJJ 
Bridge, has hit upon the new idea of meetings “ for 'vv0,.liijJ 
only.” We are puzzled to understand, however, what c 
he has to address such meetings. Sydney Smith said ^  
there were three sexes— men, women, and clergymen- 
Wilson, perhaps, addresses the ladies as a member 0 
third sex.

q,nd»y
The meeting “ for women only” was held on 

afternoon. Mr. Wilson’s address is not reported. EeI|01)S of 
are generally males, and they were excluded by the ter 
the invitation. In the evening, however, when Mr.( ' ojye3 
spoke to both sexes, he warned his hearers against 'v ^  
in sheep’s clothing,” the chief of which, he said, ^  ¡> 
Agnosticism. Mr. Wilson appears to regard himsm1 
kind of sheep-dog. We hear his bark, but we have 
dread of his bite.

„jOOPJ
Jesus Christ, by the way, did not include sceptics < 

the wolves in sheep’s clothing. The parties he den° 
were gentlemen who made long prayers and dm 
widows’ houses.

T deA  few Sundays ago a clergyman in Ireland mao 
following announcement: “ Next Sunday, in this c foi
the Rev. Mr. ----------  will renounce the errors of lv0®
those of Protestantism.”



March 31, 1895. THE FREETHINKER. 201

Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

7, “ \v? ’t March 31, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London :— 
ew ^gh t on the Old Book.”

„J rh i ar|h 14, Hall of Scionco; 17 and 18, debate at NewBn
olapton with the Rev. A. J. Waldron (C.E.S.)'; 21, Glasgow. 

8 and 9, debate at Derby with Mr. Leo (C.E.S.).

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Newô A?iLES W atts’s E ngagements.—March 30, Blyth ; 31, 
28 lf.,ii r0n'Tyne- April 7, Sheffield ; 14, Liverpool; 21 and 
All pr,u °i Science, London. May 5, Glasgow; 12, Dundee.— 
a renim^1Un*cat*ons f°r ^Ir. Watts should be sent to him (if 
ho o i l  13 required, a stamped and addressed envelopo must 

Qu,z . » °S0<L at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
in h report of Mr. Conway’s discourse on St. Patrick appeared 

A. >\jIT AcAo of March 18.
have CrIrIE.LL,'~Shall appear. Wo are pleased to hear that you 
®heffihldlne<A US ^ ree new subscribers during the past month at

cent VS ITAs-.—Sorry to hear the Reading Branch is so quies- 
stron,, . ^iiihe believe there is plenty of good material for a 
perh;h soclety there. With respect to the othor matter, you will 

\V. rea<h "what we may have to say in our next issue. 
» ^ T h a n k s  for tllc reference, and for your expression of

j, ̂ he fjre A3,~ Y he pamphlets you inquire about were destroyed in
^ -  premises some years ago.
r̂anslat'l0lIEL1?'—"Bhe best edition of Mosheim is Murdock’s 

ttntrn. t*?0’ e<bted by Soames, in 4 vols. Maclaine’s edition is 
Who io w°Fhhy ; it iS) indeed, a rhetorical paraphrase of Mosheim, 

ty. ^  n°thing if not “  judicious.”
to. ' EY— Thanks for tho remainder. The matter is attended 

T

L 'vlsK^nTv66 paraeraPh-
Btadlau rk i * ou m'st'cad our article. W e did not say that Mr. 
but, otil at̂  never lectured on Freethought in Northampton, 
'■hero d  he did not (and wisely) lecture on Froethought 
Wo s ‘*e he represented the city in parliament (2) Nor did 
c°Untrv  ̂ there wore only three Freethought halls in this 

rid *ler? aro several besides those you mention. What
(3) ''-as that there were only three Halls of Science.

J. hj se<t to hear from such an old Freethinker as yourself. 
^¡Idti-Kau^ey— Glad to hear that tho Freethinker “ sells like

W. »> Yarmouth.”
circn,pn!IN— (1) Sorry to hear of your illness and other untoward 
at Leice ?nC®S‘ Wo believo the Secular Hymn Book published 
aPplvin T V 8 now out of print. You could learn for certain by 
gate t • '0 Mr. Holyoak, Bookstore, Secular Hall, Humberstone- 

find fjlcoster. (2) Mr. Foote has had too many worries of late 
t° enjoy m°i • *0r Lterary work outside the Freethinker. He hopes 
^mplet 1V ,ttl<! moro freedom in the near future, and will tl 
eilgaireci l, f Lht/e Romances and other writings on which he was 
Upon hi b®f°re the N.S.S. business made such terrible demands 
appeared • me a,Rl energy. (3) The comic bill you oncloso 
t? se0 ,n m our columns many years ago. (4) We should like 
*'°°te \y ro, , cular activity at Southampton. A visit from Mr. 
there ^  °nld Perhaps do some good. We wish a few friends

L. I;, g u <t see whether a decent hall is obtainable on a Sunday, 
to deai \vq.W,Ir\Wheeler has shown us your note. We intend-  Vrr‘ A.1 ---- * "  “ W W i  114*0 O U U V V 1 1  U S  J U U 1  1 1 U O C . H  C  i X I D C I I G l

^°U refe. ?  *re l>r°fessor Romanos matter shortly. The sketch 
n °Pportun-f °  *las n°t beon overlooked. W e are waiting for an 

N. Vy  y>
Praetition*!lj,:>' —L)r. Allinson was a duly-qualified medical 
^CQtdin,,0 ’̂ an<̂  *s s0 atiU as a matter of fact, though not so 
Miich h i’ i t*le medical register. The doctors’ trade-union, 
'ft heresf a charter, struck his name off the list because 
'i^ tion  63 ,na<f°  other members uncomfortable. He fought the 
^°°tned ¿’a .Principle, and at great expense, though he was fore- 

4 rfcforence °v, f e' You should read his essays, to which you make 
HtTTIT’, be*ore y0«  pronounce a judgment. 

riPerien*' (Austria).—The Jews may be nefarious in your 
t r'stiansf j  JUt| after all, they aro human, and largely what 
" aeut „̂i5 lave made them. In attacking their charter we seek fahse the rlflru./.. „ f  ..... ...—„ 1.

ori AM i>lSe ^le danger of which you speak.
. r*ALcK s t r.TniPP at ;t;'BaHise^AQ0K’ 8 Celia-road, London, N., is very anxious to 

la°aght a secular Band, which might bo serviceable at Free-
i''ehopB S e r in g a  in London. It is an excellent object, and ‘ Ton, *t v - --J So will be successfully realised. Mr. Balck has heard 

r, Orresponj  freethinkers, but he would like to hear from more.
' 0. ^y 'dents should state what instrument they play.

,T t4ther Victor Hugo was not an Atheist; he might
■. ft. C ve ' escribed as a Pantheist, 

p ^ rnal A' ^Ndale, 24 Dundas-street, Bradford, supplies this 
' r a'f other Secular publications.
¡ , , ain jf ay\or’s DiegesU would bo of assistance. You can 
¡aS d s  tn i ^ r‘ Eorder at 28 Stonecutter-street. Mr. Footo 

ft i to a gon,i ,Vef°P his lecturo on “  Did Jesus Christ Ever Live?” 
Lo^— kt 1Z9d pamphlet.

rp̂ ' Roberts had sent us an amusing account of the 
¡yj Lieiist Sl eRrgyman who asked for a second copy of our 

‘̂ber (fc’ l0o,naker ”  pamphlet has probably ceased to bo an 
Cept in the old sense of admiration) of Mr. Hughes.

E. Smedley.—(1) Pleased to hear your friends were so delighted 
with Mr. Foote’s lectures at Nottingham. (2) Mr. Foote will be 
happy to arrange for a publication of his debate with Mr. Lee. 
He has already written to that effect. (3) Members of the 
N.S.S. have a perfect right to sell books by authors whose 
opinions they dissent from. A Freethought bookseller would be 
considered a bigot if he would not sell the Bible. (4) We know 
nothing about the man Kesteren.

Papers R eceived.—The Faith—Two Worlds-----Liberty—Open
Court—Secular Thought—North Bay Times—Echo—Progressive 
Thinker — Twentieth Century — Liberty — Illustrated Church 
News—Crescent—P. C. Supplement—Liberator—Truthseeker— 
Newcastle Chronicle—Nottingham Guardian—Boston Investi­
gator—Daily News—Freidenker—Der Arme Teufel.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

L ecture N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Letters for the Editor of tho Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, fid. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. fid.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

THE HALL OF SCIENCE.

U n d e r  this heading, I have first of all a word to say with 
respect to the late libel action. The defendants, Snow and 
Cook, against whom a verdict was obtained in the Court 
of Queen’s Bench, appeared to think that the day of 
reckoning could he postponed until W . R. Bradlaugh had 
begged enough money to settle the bill. But in this they 
were mistaken. Messrs. Harper & Battcock, the solicitors 
for the plaintiff-, after waiting longer than justice required, 
at length issued an execution against John Snow, and the 
whole of the damages and taxed costs, amounting to £150, 
was soon in the hands of the sheriff-.

The action taken in this matter will probably damp the 
ardor of our calumniators. It appears to have struck con­
sternation into the ranks of the more reckless missionaries 
of Christian Evidence. Some of these gentry report that 
I am asking for £300  to defray my own expenses. Of 
course I am doing nothing of the kind. I am sufficiently 
rewarded by the punishment of the malefactors.

The Club at the Hall of Science has ceased to exist. 
The committee handed over the keys to the Board of 
Directors on Monday. Whatever social element is intro­
duced, under a possible re-organisation, will be entirely 
confined to members of the National Secular Society, and 
will be under the direct control of the Executive.

Some unpleasantness occurred before the Club gave up 
possession, which occasioned me a good deal of trouble. 
The committee, however, were not responsible for i t ; and 
I hope I shall be spared the necessity of referring to it 
again.

Mr. R. O. Smith has not favored me with any communi­
cation on the subject of my last -week’s announcement, 
but as I hear that he professes a willingness to bring the 
matter to a friendly settlement, I have had a meeting of 
tho Board of Directors called for Thursday (March 28), at 
which he will have an opportunity of submitting an offer 
for consideration. On Sunday evening I lecture at tho 
Hall of Science, after a considerable absence; and I shall 
make what will probably ho an important announcement 
respecting the future of the institution. 1 invite the 
London members of our party to be present on this 
occasion. G. W . FOOTE.
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Blow hurricanoes ! Spout cataracts ! cried old Lear out 
on that “ blasted heath.” The weather on that occasion 
must have been something like it was at Bristol on Sunday. 
A heavy storm raged for several hours, doing considerable 
damage in the city. Of course it had some effect, though 
not so great as was expected, upon Mr. Foote’s morning and 
afternoon audiences. There was a capital audience in the 
evening, however ; and a very respectable audience, too— 
not in the cant sense of the word. The lectures were all 
highly appreciated, and very warmly applauded. At the 
close of the day’s proceédings a meeting of members and 
friends was held in the ante-room, and Mr. Foote talked over 
with them the condition and prospects of the Branch, with 
reference to a more vigorous propaganda in the immediate 
future.

Mr. Foote had the pleasure of speaking to several Free­
thinkers at Bristol who had been Christians before his 
debate with the Rev. J. M. Logan. That debate set them 
thinking, and thinking led to the usual conclusion. Those 
who see no use in public debates should ponder this fact. 
W e can quite understand why Christians should regard 
discussion as unprofitable, but we cannot understand how 
any Freethinker can share that opinion.

Mr. Foote lectures this evening (March 31) at the London 
Hall of Science, his subject being “ New Light on the Old 
Book.” Prior to the lecture Mr. Foote will have to make a 
very important announcement.

Mr. Charles Watts had an excellent audience at the Hall 
of Science, London, last Sunday evening. Mr. Rowney 
presided, and made a brief, but pleasant, speech. A  short 
debate followed the lecture.

Mr. Watts lectures to-day, Sunday, March 31, morning 
and evening, in the Amphitheatre, Nortliumberland-road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. In the afternoon Mr. Watts will debate 
with Mr. M. Lynn, the official of the local Christian 
Evidence Society, upon the question, “ Secularism : Is it an 
Adequate Philosophy for Mankind ?” We are informed that 
Mr. Lynn is an able and gentlemanly opponent ; our friends 
may therefore fairly expect a good debate. Mr. Watts will 
also lecture on Saturday night, March 30, at Blyth, his 
subject being, “ The Bible in our Public Schools.”

On another page our readers will find an announcement 
by Mr. Charles Watts with respect to Mr. Putnam’s visit to 
England. We have not the pleasure of Mi1. Putnam’s 
personal acquaintance, though wo look forward to it with 
much expectation ; but we have no doubt that he is all Mr. 
Watts represents him to be, and we hope he will receive the 
warmest possible welcome from the Freethinkers of old 
England. Branches of the N.S.S. should communicate early 
with Mr. Watts in order to secure a visit from Mr. Putnam 
during his brief stay in this country.

Mr. C. Cohen concludes his six months’ mission at South 
Shields on March 31, and will then be open for other 
engagements. He lectures at Newcastle during April. 
Circulars have been sent out by the Newcastle Branch for 
funds to carry on this month’s mission with vigor and 
success. Friends who have received copies are invited to 
return them— with subscriptions or guarantees— to the 
Branch secretary as soon as possible. There may be other 
readers of the Freethinker in the district who would like to 
support this particular enterprise. Their donations will be 
very welcome, and will be expen J'd judiciously.

Mr. Edward Truelove, the veteran Freethinker, is a little 
older than Mr. Gladstone, and still moves about with a 
freedom that might be envied by men who are ten years 
younger than himself. Mr. Truelove sends us a copy of 
the thirty-first edition of The Elements o f Facial Science, of 
which he has sold 79,000 copies since 1854 ; and with it he 
sends his best wishes for our health and happiness. It is 
the fashion of Christian apologists to talk as though the 
National .Secular Society is. somehow responsible for this 
book which is a monstrous absurdity. There are opinions 
expressed in it, especially in regard to marriage, from which 
we strongly dissent ; but the writer, whoever he is, writes 
with earnestness and sincerity as well as with knowledge 
and power, and his views must be attacked with the weapons 
of reason, not with denunciation and calumny.

March 31, 1895.

The Battersea Branch holds its quarterly tea to- . 
(.Sunday, March 31) at 5.30, followed by musical .. 
dramatic entertainment and dancing. Strangers spec’ . g 
invited. Tickets are 6d. each, and can be obtained at 
hall and at outdoor lecture. The general meeting ^ 
election of officers, etc., takes place on Thursday, Aprn >
8 sharp, when all members should attend. Those inai'r , 
with their contribution should pay up at once, as the Bra 
requires funds for outdoor work.

George Macdonald, in his lively “ Observations” in JL, 
Truthseeker, lias the following: “ Editor C. C. Moore ^  
things as through blue grass— darkly. Speaking ,lD . ^ 
paper, the Blade, of a book he wrote while (unjustly)111JAS 
he observes that, apart from Fleta, a law book, and jUllAjer 
Pilgrim's Progress, his is the only book composed n j 
similar circumstances. So Mr. Moore, though a pr°( ^ 
exponent of Rationalism, has not heard of Thomas r “1 . 
the Luxembourg prison writing Parti, of The Age oj .„^1 
of Robert Taylor in Oakham jail producing his \ >
Syntagma; of George William Foote in Holloway 8 ^  
engaged on A Prisoner fo r  Blasphemy ;  nor of D. M. Be ^  g 
in the Albany penitentiary devoting his leisure hours 
series of letters entitled Behind the Bars, and composite 
two-volume octavo, The Gods and Religions ° / .  sui 
and Modern Times.” Editor Moore’s advocacy of Ration 
might be rendered more coherent by familiarity wit . . 
history. He should add knowledge to his understate 
and mingle thought with his literary labors.”

Mr. Macdonald is under a slight misapprehension.
Paine, Taylor, Garble, and Bennett, Mr. Foote ha 
opportunities of writing in prison. A P rlsSlie Er, 
Blasphemy was written after he emerged from Hollo"'11 '

____  # ll
A  Brahmin, writing in the Forutnon  “ Christian 

says: “ Let the aim of the missionary be to civile 
educate the savages and barbarians. -To India ftre 
machinery instead of missionaries. Millions of people 
kept back for want of education owing to intense P° 
Send good schoolmasters, mechanics, and _ scientists, . 
teach your practical arts to our people. This will cos 
less than the missionaries.”

F. M. Holland, writing in the Open Court on R? 
mentions the poet’s irreligion. He says : “ For hqu 
Church was only a Niobe, weeping over her P®1’1 ¡̂til- 
tithes. The main theme of ‘ Cain, a Mystery ’ is th® 
culty of reconciling the sin and suffering in human J“ 0 |raft 
the goodness of ‘ the prayer-exacting Lord.’ The first .ju  
of ‘ Childe Harold’ denied the probability of innhoi .jfl. 
(see note on canto ii., stanza 8), and the poet’s °lvn, 
sophy, if ho had any, may be detected in the speech as 
to the demon in ‘ The Deformed Transformed” : —

This is the consequence of giving matter
The power of thought. It is a stubborn substan >
And thinks chaotically, as it,acts,
Ever relapsing into its first elements. g

Byron’s irreligion was increased by indignation 
support of despotism everywhere in {Europe by the cl

. r N
Mr. J. W. Beeton has a capital letter in the L ynn jjan9, 

defending Mr. Robert Green, one of the local Guar 
who has been so vehemently denounced for lending a 
a copy of the Freethinker. It is a well-written, outM 
letter, and should set some of the Lynn people thinkm»-

Another good letter on the“ History of the Bible’’ up^P f. 
in the Kidderminster Times from the pen of ML 
Griffiths, a local Secularist, who makes shoes and has 
for thinking. Such letters in local newspapers nau 
beneficial to our movement. _

Hudson Tuttle, one of the leading Spiritists in \yliil0
says in the Progressive Thinker, of Chicago: .^fils
Atheists are noted for upright lives, the most desp  ̂ ¡itm 
criminals are superstitious believers in a personal Go ^ i i  
the most terrible crimes recorded in history have 
committed in furtherance of God’s worship.”

------- its
The Ironclad Age, of Indianapolis, has entered 

fortieth year. This is a good age for a Freethougm by to 
and in this respect the Ironclad Age stands second 
the Boston Investigator. We congratulate Mrs. Monroe  ̂
on the way in which she sustains her father’s paper. J sot»e' 
is always lively, though it does let the cranks meander 
what freely through its pages.

The Nottingham Branch opens its new hall (situated at 
the corner of Woodland-place, Upper Parliament-street) 
to-day (March 31). The annual meeting will be held at 
3.15 sharp. A tea will be, provided (price fid.) at 5, to which 
all members and friends are cordially invited. In the 
evening Mr. Hooper will lecture as announced. We hope 
there will be a good attendance.

,0liJ
To look for history in myths is like searching b»i 

ground while pursuing will-o’-the-wisps. One may s 
hero and there on a firm footing, but swamps and 
darkness are what are met with for the most part.''
C. Maclagan, “ Scottish Myths,” p. 232.
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AN AMERICAN VISITOR.

ne , Phased to inform the readers of the Freethinker that 
]e . m°nth Mr. S. P. Putnam, the popular Freethought 
"ill rei-ianB writer of America, will visit England. He 
preg. j from New York on April 24, and he comes as 
Sooi f-en  ̂ all the nationally-organised Freethought 
f0r ^ les ° f  the United States. I have known Mr. Putnam 
Priv years> and 1 have always found him as genial in 
Mr as *s '"ble in public. Next to Colonel Ingersoll, 
Ani ■ u n̂am is the most eloquent speaker upon the 
"Titi "7“  x'reethought platform; while, as a poet and 
the U\’ i k.as wotl a high reputation on the other side of 
p,. antic. His last work, Four Hundred Years of 
liter which I have on sale for him, is a proof of his
g00dary «km and industry. I should like him to have aj »am ana industry. 1 sHoulcl (ike turn to 

teception from the Secularists of this country. 
Putnam will remain with us about three

&

kcturi

towns.
time he wishes to lecture in 

I have undertaken to arrange

months, 
all our 

his
tour, and shall be glad, therefore, to hear from 

ttn „ s throughout the country who are desirous of having. c SfirvinA« r i . • - - . . .. J services of our American visitor. 
Sectares from Mr. Putnam must be 

Effra-road, Brixton, London, S .W .

All applications for 
addressed to me at

Charles W atts.

T tl n
Bi BLE: GRAND, IF HUMAN; ABSURD, IF 

DIVINE.

If the English be in English saved or damned,
And the Dutch be lost or sanctified in Dutch,

11 would seem—unless Jehovah’s scheme is shammed — 
that with ancient tongues we needn’t bother much.

Is it likely that Jehovah had inspired
the original of what is called “ His Word,”
,p[ neglected all its copies, nor desired 
that translators be inerrable! absurd !

Bat the Word’s as full of errors as of spooks,
I , "  hence conflicting, inter-damning creeds arise ; 
vtence, these parson-priest-and-god-degraded books 

-ire but human, therefore precious in our eyes.

G. L. Mackenzie.

s° me l it t l e - k n o w n  FREETHINKERS.- -VI.

T«ojUs T Judge Strange.
It W d  r !it iSDKN Strange  was one of the most earnest of 
jj® Was a,, n reethinkers who gathered round Thomas Scott, 
v^sthinker USw at̂ on that a good Christian makes a good 
fusion ” j  . ’ ’ hen a young man, he experienced “ con- 
J  Ply’monft belonging to the straitest sect of religionists, 
, 5  oms: I tn Brethren, it is almost a wonder that he ever 

the wall ” 1
got
4]
!hrnearnest fUe YaH °I that exclusive body. But he was ever 

Q 1° the i^ttweeker, and his very earnestness brought 
o ght. Educated as a barrister, he threw himselfeVa**Kelu> 1 — cko ck ucKinotor, iic; ourew miiib

o f  rj^ts tb-, * ; vyork, and so set was his mind to religious 
V' ’ >/ ■ he published a work entitled The Lightjfei

Nv̂ r avr/eiJi? al\ Attempt to Trace out thereby the Coming 
t'uf. I^hlishe,] U[ 1 r°mised Glory. Only last year there
§a,vere- Th|fí1ê racIls from this work, entitled Light on thetn k* A He Bull’ r unio nuuv, ciuiuidu ucy/oi uiu Lite
hai],,. , n the , J ,sher says that some time ago his brotherRc Wnrl- „i , 1 Air < m - •u|e work, printed at the Wesleyi 
grange ®’ 1852, and adds : “  I cannot fin 
ofUht he ^  be is at present alive : 1

yan Mission Press,
0 .--------  ̂ find out who T. L.

“e Wo’u],| jU le is at present alive ; but I have little

8;¡h
p£ î*

'v°nde or -
be well pleased to find in England an echo

iderful work. The curious thing is that tne
, bves at Malvern, where Judge Strange resided

latter period of his life. He also wrote
\ teu.-hi ,S 071 M r- Elliott's “ Horn: Apocalypticce, m  which mOoal.1 "  to refiiio tU- > • . ’ ’A p oe ^ t co refi t — : o u w i
tld \r„ the historical system of intepreting the

Indian Civil Service,{-u waV'1̂'. Air. ¡strange was m tn y " natives to Ins own 
t"Hh \ammated by a desire to bring the n  Court at
AWUa,11® obtained a judgeship in the “  „ aud he
P u b S ’ which be occupied about. tbn ty . y

AitUj'fi a, Afatii—' ";yi n  j - — |----------- iitiH UJ J wuilOj HUU A1V.

i&Pr^a.8 the iw 'Û Hindoo Law, Madras,J1856 and 1863.
a,i atives of India he was bound to receive some 

ad a peo'.1lse to the exclusive claims of his own faith. 
Pm essentially moral and religious, yet moved

by an ancient faith entirely different from his own. In the 
preface to his work on The Sources and Development of Chris­
tianity he says: “ At one time my duties in India involved the 
charge of a jail and attendance at the execution of criminals. 
Trials calling for the sentence of death had to be referred to 
the superior court at Madras, for whose benefit the whole 
of the examinations had to be translated. There was always 
thus in these cases a considerable interval between the trial 
and the sentence and its execution. I was then a devout 
Christian, and used to take advantages of my opportunities 
to ‘ bring’ the prisoners who were in these risks * to Jesus.’ 
They were ordinarily of the uneducated class ; but one was 
otherwise, having been a servitor in a pagoda. He had 
professed himself influenced by what I had put before him ; 
but when we met at the gallows he proclaimed his trust to 
be in Rama, and not in Christ. He died earnestly, calling 
upon his fancied" mediator and savior.” This set the judge 
thinking. He continues : “ What are we to say to such a 
phenomenon 1 Rama’s character is painted in the most 
exalted colors, and is described in a history considered to be 
an embodiment of divine truth. Rama was a god incarnate, 
devoting himself for the good of mankind. What is there 
to induce a follower of his to relinquish him for just such 
another form, presented to him from a foreign quarter t 
And do a man’s eternal prospects depend upon his critical 
selection of the true history ? Happily the means are ample 
for our extrication from any such dilemma, and, as I may 
acknowledge to have been the case in my own instance when 
I was involved in these meshes, it is simply ignorance of the 
true character of the materials before us, coupled with a 
vein of superstition, inherited, working round us, and 
cultivated in us from early youth, that forges those bonds 
in which mankind are held to the prevailing baseless 
expressions of belief.”

The complete breakdown of Mr. Strange’s faith occurred 
from reading, in an orthodox work, an attempt to reconcile 
the facts of paleontology with the Bible statement that 
death came into the world through the sin of Adam. 
Looking into the matter, he learnt that the earth’s strata 
also contained evidences of man’s existence for some 
immeasurable time before the period assigned to Adam. 
The fall of the first Adam necessarily shook the position 
attributed to the second Adam. He says, in his introduction 
to Contributions to a Series o f Controversial Writings issued 
by the Late Mr. Thomas Scott (1881) : “ I proceeded to make 
as close and as full study as my opportunities gave me of 
the Biblical statements, and especially of the representations 
of Christ as .a real personage ; and, as I proceeded, every 
figuration broke down before me, and appeared even 
traceable to remote Oriental heathen sources.” He closely 
examined the alleged evidences, and came to the conclusion 
that “ there is a very decided gap between the occurrence of 
Christianity and the era asserted for the facts alleged as 
those on which the system has its foundations. It follows 
that the facts themselves, so bound in an historical 
expression of them at a particular period, cannot have been 
enacted, and that the creed has otherwise to be accounted 
for.” Truth thus discovered, Judge Strange was not slow in 
communicating it to others. For Mr. Scott’s series lie wrote 
a number of tracts, afterwards collected as Contributions to 
a Series of Controversial Writings. This volume contains 
“ How I Became, and Ceased to be, a Christian,” “ A  Critical 
Catechism,” “ The Bennett Judgment,” “ Clerical Integrity,” 
“ Communion with God,” “ The Exercise of Prayer,” “ The 
Christian Evidence Society,” “ An Address to all Earnest 
Christians,” “ The Portraiture and Mission of Jesus,” “ The 
Christian Evidences,” “ The Pauline Epistles,” “ Scripture 
and Science,” and “ The Supreme Power in the Universe.” 
His larger and more important works are The Speaker's 
Commentary Reviewed, a criticism of dishonest orthodox 
defences; The Bible: Is it the Word o f Godl a valuable 
and an extended examination of the fetish books in the 
form of a dialogue between a pundit and a student; 
The Legends of the Old Testament, in which their similarity 
to Hindu and other legends is pointed o u t ; The Sources 
and Development of Christianity, in which he traces the era 
of Christianity, its constituents, its phases, the construction 
and integrity of the Christian records, and the Gentile 
moulds of Christianity ; The Development o f Creation on the 
Earth, in which the teachings of science are contrasted with 
those of Scripture; and What is Christianity ? a historical 
•sketch embellished with a chart illustrating the interval 
between the alleged time of Christ and that of the alleged 
evidence. His opposition was not only to the miracles and 
alleged facts of Christianity, but also to its principles. In 
regard to its central doctrine of atonement, he saici: “ It is 
impossible that the sin of one man can be imposed upon 
another. It is by a fiction, not to be realised by the mind, 
that the transference is to be. Can blood of any sort wipe 
away sin ? Sin has to be repented of and turned from, and 
can be got rid of in no other manner.” Judge Strange was 
a diligent student and writer, and ever an earnest advocate 
of practical piety in life and conduct. He died at Norwood 
on September 4, 1884, at the age of seventy-five. Major- 
General Furlong was appointed his literary executor.

J. M. Wheeler.
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THE MEANING OF ALL FOOLS’ DAY.

A  Jew— a real, live, wicked Jew— asked me yesterday the 
following innocent-looking question: “ W h y was the first 
day of the fourth month called April Fools’ Day 1”  In 
the simplicity of my heart I imagined Abraham’s descendant 
was thirsting for information, and I answered with all the 
glad fervor of one who hopes to add to a fellow-creature’s 
stock of knowledge : “ I have access to an encyclopaedia ; 
I will look up the subject, and let you know in a day or 
two.” A  wave of Hebraic hilarity dashed over the counters 
and shelves of the shop in which I stood, and intuitively I 
knew that the children of the circumcision were guying 
me, acting like the forty and two youths who made fun of 
a bald-headed old gentleman of ferocious proclivities; but 
I looked in vain for the two lady-bears to come to my 
rescue. Doubtless the ursine leavers of divine wrath were 
near b y ; but, as I did not by cursing invoke the merciful 
Jehovah’s aid to avenge me of the Jews who were mocking 
me, the good little lady-bears went to bed supperless that 
eve. When the laughter at my expense subsided, I asked 
the Jew who had questioned me to answer his own 
conundrum.

Adjusting his toga with all the grace of a Roman orator, 
and inhaling with pardonable pride the aroma of admira­
tion which floated from the eyes of his compatriots, my 
Jew thus delivered himself :—

“ You Christians ” (I did not like being called names, 
but I held my peace); “ You Christians commemorate the 
25th of December as the day upon which one-third of your 
God was born. You also assert that the mother of this 
fraction of a Deity was a holy virgin. A  very large crowd 
of you profess to believe that this young lady of immaculate 
virtue, having been on somewhat intimate terms with 
another one-third of the Deity, possessed great influence 
over the mind of the one-third-in-chief of Deity, and 
every request made by her to this chief ever was and ever 
is granted. This is more or less the belief of you 
Christians. Now, let me tell you how we figure this thing 
out. Mary, alias Mrs. Joseph (Miriam the lagshim, as we 
call her), on the evening of March 31, nearly 2,000 years 
ago, compromised her character by a serious indiscretion. 
Fearful of consequences and to shield her good name, the 
prudent virgin gave out the next morning (April 1) that 
one-third of Deity, being a little less than kin, had been 
rather more than kind to her on the previous night. 
Many believed this absurd story; and Mary and her most 
intimate friends laughed at their folly, and among them­
selves called these credulous dupes April Fools. But some 
nine months later, towards the end of the year, when these 
believers came to do poojee (homage) to the 1 Consequences,’ 
the foresightful virgin-mother congratulated herself on 
having lied so sagely on the first day of the fourth month. 
Now you know why the gullible, who are ready to believe 
any cock-and-bull story told them, are, on a certain day, 
called April Fools.” Another peal of mocking, Hebraic 
laughter was heard at the conclusion of the silly joke, and 
I walked away sore displeased. W innipeg .

— Secular Thought.

A  gentleman was conversing with an Idaho minister 
whom he happened to meet on a railroad train. “ You have 
been preaching in the West for several years V he inquired. 
“ Yes, for the last twenty years,” replied the minister. 
“ You know,” continued the Eastern man, “ how we some­
times read of ministers in your country frequently having 
to go into the pulpit with a revolver to use in maintaining 
order in a turbulent congregation. Is there anything in 
it V “ Oh, yes, I have known ministers to do it, but I con­
sider it entirely unnecessary.” “ That was always my idea, 
too.” “ Oh, yes ; yes, altogether unnecessary,” returned the 
preacher. “ Besides, it always seemed to mo in very poor 
taste for a minister of the Gospel, preaching peace on earth 
and goodwill towards men, to go around tied to a hip cannon. 
Yes, a gun is wholly uncalled for,” continued the good man, 
as he took the roll of sermons in his left hand and reached 
down with his right and extracted a 14 in. knife from his 
boot-leg ; “ yes, wholly uncalled for. Give me this bowie 
in my Doot-leg and a good pair of brass knuckles and a 
hymn-book in my coat-tail pocket, and I will agree to carry 
the Gospel to any man that ever looked through a collar. 
The shooting-iron has had its day as a method of evange­
lisation.”

A FEW QUESTIONS FOR THE GOSPEL TWISTERS-

Say , if ’twas truly God’s design 
To keep men ignorant as swine,

Not knowing good from evil,
W hy didn’t he just harm that tree 
With spines as thick as bristles,
Then hedge it round upon the ground 

With cactus and bull-thistles l

Why plant that murderous tree at all,
So dangerous to the health of all,

And to himself so galling 1 
And then, why give that fierce command 
He knew they could not understand,
With all its mystic meanings, and 

So sure to cause their falling ?

And what about the serpent wise—
Was he a god in that disguise,

Or devil in a snake’s skin,
Who dared dispute that threat of dying,
And charge his God with wilful lying,
And every word he said denying—

Was it a scheme to make sin 1

Why did not God that serpent choke,
Or was it but a funny joke l 

'Twould seem so in our version.
When neither right nor wrong they knew,
He wished to see what they would do,
And test his handiwork when new,

All for his own diversion.

If God in justice judges sin,
Why did he not at once begin 

With his first pets in error ;
First stand that serpent on his head,
His tail tied to a limb till dead.
For telling truth, must it be said,

A  monument of terror;

Then call his children to his knee,
And give them both a pardon free l

It seems so very odd like, .
When right from wrong they could not tell; 
How was it that they could rebel,
And was it right to give them hell 

For trying to be God-like l
S. M. Bayard-

Daniel Isaac Eaton in the Pillory.
W e recently referred to the punishment of Eaton irl, 

pillory for selling Paine’s Age o f  Reason, a punishment w |tl 
evoked Shelley’s splendid Letter to Lord Ellenborougn■ 
Crabb Robinson’s Diary, under the date May 26, 1812,lS 
following : “ Walked to the Old Bailey to see D. I. Eat° ,̂;lg 
the pillory. As I expected, his punishment of sRaDt?jeClly 
his glory. The mob was not numerous, but deem ^  
friendly to him. His having published Paine’s AA  r(j 
Reason was not an intelligible offence to them. 1 11 j0r 
such exclamations as the following: ‘ Pillory a mau ty 
publishing a book, shame !’ ‘ Religious liberty !’ ifl
of conscience !’ Some avowed their willingness to stan iJ(J 
the pillory for a dollar. ‘ This a punishment 1 this \ s 
disgrace !’ As his position changed, and fresh PartF uts 
were blessed by a sight of his round, grinning face, si oJJ 
of ‘ Bravo !’ arose from a new quarter. His trial was so 
the spot. The whole affair was an additional proof 0 c]j 
folly of the ministers, who ought to have known that t 
an exhibition would be a triumph of the cause they 111 
to render infamous.”

Obituary. h 0f
lx  is with sincere regret that I announce the dea 

Mary, the beloved wife of John Hume, of Willington, a pgr 
age of fifty-two, having been an invalid for a great o ^ o l i  
of years. She was laid in her last resting place at VviUj ” j,cr 
Cemetery, March 20, 1895. As Mr. Hume is a Freet i 
of a noble type, and greatly respected by all who 
the pleasure of knowing him, it was his desire t0^ ic b  
a Secular Burial Service over his lamented wite^ ^el 
was ably and impressively conducted by our friend, AJ- 
Stitt, of Crook. Many persons, having for the “ rstu(;y of 
heard our Service, were greatly pleased by the bea 
expression it contained.—J. C.

The destroyers of the old are the creators of the 
time sweeps on the old passes away, and the new ih 1 0 
becomes old. —Ingersoll.
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BOOK C H A T .
The
Pr,otrve-m,lniscences °I  the lato well-known scientist and 
Emil i1} 1er> Tacob Moleschott, have been published by 
pr "° th , of Giessen. The book is entitled Fur meine 
his p i v or my Friends), and concerns itself rather with 
day s '  y r 6 ’n Holland and Germany than with his later 
r,J ' ln Italy. It gives interesting particulars of many
uteworthv ma„ —  Lr uo.fi. b ----- i— i. n  _•-----

^trauss r'r̂thy men, including Humboldt, Feuerbach, Gervinus, 
!> Georg Forster, and Renan.

issun î lav® received some Truth Seeker pamphlets, which are 
Eeari U , er the auspices of the editor of the monthly 
the tir!K V>at n:lmc. One is on “ Secularism,” and is from 
atirl aTY' tke ed’ tor himself. Mr. Grange writes with force 
lfr nbU>ty, and his pamphlet deserves a wide circulation. 
P^mnhl V^h0n writes on “ The Decay of Belief.” His 
F̂ rsni • 1S °I  good matter, presented with interest and 

OhrGt y' Hr. Sam Standring chooses the curious title of 
P°rtra> a?  d *^Ey Sloper.” Each pamphlet has a recognisable 

11 of the author. The price is one penny.
jj * * *

°n (jr; ■ °> who is already favorably known by his works 
Alcanllnin°^0®y an<  ̂ Sociology, has issued, through Messrs, 
nectjj ’ua J1,;’w' work on La Logique Sociale. M. Tarde con-
brain S<w ° lo# y  with 
Which -  ilnds in tb

comparing society to thepsychology, _c< _ _ _
. t —-— *“  «Re laws of imitation and invention, 

anCft  ̂ ter all, are much like the biological laws of inherit­
ed variation, the threads of social logic.

{\ l!Z T r>pâ l : AU Ah<™t It,
Publishing Co.),.

-Homoeopathy: All About It, by John H. Clarke, M.D.
n .^ o p a th ic  Publishing Co.), gives in short compass a

nber 0f arguments in favor of this treatment. W it out 
«ntenug into controversial matter we can well believe 

an7 treatment that minimises the action of drugs 
e‘y often to be beneficial.

The
* * *

Jest i ^ drd edition of Professor Geikie’s Great Ice Aye has 
Dawson^11 i 1 iSued‘ bio does not give in to Sir William 
but, c< t j  bored attempt to reduce the antiquity of man, 
that th n - thai he lived in the interglacial epoch, and 
ttian *ere ls a "Tde gap between pakeolithic and neolithic

A h- * * *
It. \  jograjthy of the late Rev. Dr. Crosskey, by the Rev. 
ha.Hi h rriU’,rong1 B.A., will shortly be issued from Birming- 
lea<lin^y . Messrs. Cornish Brothers. Dr. Crosskey was a 
liberal? • ‘ 'gbt among the Unitarians, and altogether a 

Slng influence in Birmingham.
I'he P  * * *

by a \\ '^L ^ 'Hook, and Where it Led Me, is an autobiography 
eight‘uonmouthshire farmer, who, it appears, is now over 
^d U scri^8 °i .ape- Hr. Gr- J. Holyoake has revised the

?ious r 
y com

r>ulde.s o ] -----~ uut5 Liusuiuiumuy ui uie ciergy as moral
the I; his fellows to examine all they are taught by

ot reason.

4. xTii. \jr. fj . nuiyucijvt; na.s revistju tilt?
^liRion^P? y^i°h  gives some interesting particulars of 
fully Cn . ln the early part of the century. The author, 
guides (,Ji’ ncod, of the unsuitability of the clergy as moral

Sir a *  *  *
• r Helps once wrote a very able novel, entitled 

Arnia,uj ’p? wbicn he souglit to depict primitive man. M. 
Ionian ,, harpentier has gone a step farther, and in Le 
aPc w\SLHn Singe describes the emotions of an anthropoid 

no is almost a man.
Mr p  * * *

tifvii , % Uce Boswell, in his interesting Footprints o f  the 
PjodnrAL YUr. Own n  rvwntmi ( xxrViinVi io nnf o nalirwAnof7 udUctio \“ V wwn Country (which is not a religious 
’ be 0i.i A1*A shows the connection between the Devil and
Devil .. vairan tioil-:.— a_____ _ i-------- --------- —-'i-v i ’ ­

ll
’.Eeu over Muckross

« ^ l K „ ‘ « a n  deities. Among places associated with the 
'(hie}, Die British Isles he mentions the Devil’s Island, 
¡den in \v^!1? over Muckross Lake, Killarney ; a Devil’s 
.ydiouH ! , °w,  as well as in W ales; the Devil’s Point at 

r !xb;un 6 Devil’s Water, a tributary of the Tyne, near 
i *vil’s p - ,10 Cave of Devils at Little Orme’s Head ; the 
Jersey aI Cadgewith, Cornwall; a Devil’s Hole in 
pjarlboroi l ?n°Iber near Lough Erne, in Ireland. On 

, Hev;p ri Downs there is a dolmen or cromlech known as 
Cafled h, s ] ’ cn ! and at Castleton, in Derbyshi 
iflUst. .̂ne Devil’s Collar 'I',, find ftio riorll’c

ire, is a cavern
u8t uevil’s Cellar. To find the Devil’s Kitchen we 

EtuiL80 to Llyn Idwal, in North W ales; to mount his 
a,i eat, ’ one must visit ¿Uencoe; and Ins Chimney is within 

' y Walk of Cheltenham.
A *  * *

£ n * d & d, and enlarged edition of Speeches by Charles 
‘uinor ¡i.L bas just been published by A. ¿  H. Bradlaug 

M d r ^ t o  Fleet-street). The added matter includes a line 
bb'a, a.011 the Irish question, delivered at New Aork in 
Soft\e v r' J- M. Robertson has enriched the volume with 
aM  7  useful annotations. The price is five shillings, 
trfcctl , ,H)ok should have a place in the library of every 

,ltlker and Radical who can spare the money to pur­

chase it. W e ought not to close without a word of praise 
for the remarkably fine portrait which serves as frontis­
piece.

*  *  *

The posthumous works of the late Dr. Norman Pearson, 
author of National Life and Character, are being collected 
by Professor H. A. Strong. They consist of numerous essays 
on political and social subjects, and of poetry.

WHERE RIDICULE COMES IN.

You ask me why I ridicule the “ holy name of God.”
But what does “ holy ” mean, my friend, and who in heaven 

is God 1
And where is heaven 1 and where is hell 1 and are they very 

far 1
Until you answer me these things I “ dunno where you are.”

You say I  ought to speak with awe on what the crowd 
believe ;

That is, that I should “ look respect ” while laughing up my
sleeve

A t all the little legends which through age have won repute. 
Why, really, friend, you’d have me act to earn a taste of 

boot.

You tell me that I ought to speak with awe and bated 
breath

About the Eden story and the origin of death,
And of the curse of sorrow which on mankind had been 

wrought,
While many men had lived and died in ages more remote.

You surely would not have me bolt the fairy Babel tale,
Nor that which tells how Jonah found a lodging in a whale, 
Nor that of how Cap. Joshua made sun and moon stand stilly 
Nor yet that one where Moses struck a rock and struck a 

rili.

They all are fairy stories, and tho’ millions may be gulled 
Into belief that they are true, withal my doubt’s unlulled, 
For numbers of believers do not make a tale more true;
The tales are still ridiculous, whate’er they seem to you.

You never catch me laughing at the sayings pure and sage 
Which shine like gems among the trash upon the sacred 

page _ a .
Of Bible or of Vedic hymn, of Sutra or Shih-King ;
But when it comes to rubbish— why, I’ll laugh like anything.

The Gaberlunzie.

PROFANE JOKES.

Sunday-school Teacher—“ What is faith V First Pupil—  
“ Faith is believing in the superintendent’s stories.” Second 
Pupil— “ Believing what you know isn’t true.”

Grandpa^-“ Well, Willie, you have been to church, haven’t 
you?’ Willie—“ Yes, sir.” “ Well, what can you tell us 
about it ?’ Willie— “ Why, sir, the man that sat in front of 
us had ears that wasn’t alike.”

Minister— “ So you say that you saw some boys out 
fishing Sunday, Bobbie? I hope you did something to 
discourage them.” Bobbie— “ On, yes, sir. I stole their 
bait.”

“ Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep ;
If this were not a folding-bed,
I’d take all risks myself, she said.

Aunt (poetically)—“ Ah, what is more beautiful, more 
sublime, than the tolling of the church bells upon a Sabbath 
morning ! What happy thoughts it brings us !” Nephew 
(practical)— “ You bet it does, aunt! Just as soon as a 
fellow hears them ho knows that it’s Sunday, and he can 
turn over and sleep all day if he wants to.”

Parson Whangdoodlo Baxter, of the Thompson-street 
Blue Light Tabernacle, on arriving at his place of worship 
one Sunday morning, was surprised to find no one present 
but Sam Johnsing, the sexton. “ What de debbil am de 
matter dat dar’s nobody heah ?” “ Nobody heah bekase
dar’s a notice in the Freeman’s Journal dat dar would be no 
sarvice bekase ob de disunwellness ob de pasture.” “ Did 
dat fool niggah editor put dat notice in his paper for a fae’?” 
“ He did dat berry ting.” “ Wall, I declar’. I told him 
’stinctly de notice of my disunwellness was intended for de 
Sunday arter nex’.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. Works by G. W. Foote.
[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us ly first post on Tuesday, and be 

marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.]
LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.): 6.30, musical selections; 7, 
0. W. Foote, “ New Light on the Old Book.” (Admission free ; reserved 
Beats 3d. and 6d.)

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 5 30, 
tea, entertainment, and dance. (Tickets 6d.) Tuesday, at 8, social 
gathering. Thursday, at 8, members’ quarterly meeting.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
.T. B. Ooppock, F.O.S., “  The End of the Universe”—with lantern illus­
trations.

Islington' (Liberal and Radical Association Committee Rooms, Upper- 
street, near the Vestry Hall): Thursday, at 8.30, F. Haslam, “  How I 
Became a Secularist, and Why I Remain One.” (Free.)

Milton Hall (Hawley-crescent, 89 Kentish Town-road): 7.30, 
George Bernard Shaw, “ Great Men—Are they Real ?” (Free.)

W f.st London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15, 
Leslie Stephen, “ The Vanity of Philosophising.”

W estminster B ranch (Mr. Stace’s, 42 Vincent-street): 8, members’ 
monthly meeting.

W est Ham Secular Ethical Society (61 West Ham-lane): 6.15, 
discussion—“ Self-Determinism 7.30, G. Carter, “  The Unemployed
Problem.”

W ood Green (Secretary’s house, 71 Gladstone-avenue) : 7, members’ 
meeting.

Open-A ir  P ropaganda .
Battersea Park  G ates : 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Why Did Christ Die ?’ ’ 
H yde P ark  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, a lecture ; 3.30, a lecture. 
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, S. R. Thompson will 

lecture.
COUNTRY.

Birmingham  (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8, 
papers, discussions, etc.

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street): 7, Mr. Ellis, “  Local 
Rome and its Remains.”

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, F. J. 
Boorman, “ Is Jesus a Fact or Fable ?”

Failsworth  Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane): 6.30, Sam 
Stindring, “ Great is Diana !”

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, discussion 
c[.iss; 6.30, Zosimua, “ Great French Freethinkers—V., Rousseau.”

' Hull (St. George’s Hall, Storey-street) : 7, Mr. Monro, “ The Ten 
Commandments.”

L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 7, Mr. Hill, “ Eccen­
tricities of the Law.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholrae-road, All Saints) : 6.30, 
E. Wainscott, “ The Labor Problem—A Reply to Merrie England." (Free.)

NOTTINGHAM (Woodland Hall, Woodland-place, N. Parliament-street) : 
3, annual meeting ; 5, tea (Od. each) ; 7, James Hooper, “  Moses, Huxley, 
and Tyndall.”

Rochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street) : 3, A. B. 
Wakefield, “ John Morley; A Study” ; 6.30, “ Secularism: Is it 
Successful ?” For place, see Observer.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
a celebrated local Professor of Magic, etc., lectures, with practical 
illustrations.

South Shields (Thornton’s Variety Hall, Union-lane): 11, O. Cohen, 
“ The Ethics of Evolution ” ; 7, “ Scepticism, its Influence and Value.” 

Sunderland (Co-operative Hall, Green-street): 3, C. Cohen, “ Ts the 
Belief in God Reasonable ?”

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office): 
7, The Secretary, “ War.”

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—April 7, 14, 21, 

28, Newcastle-on-Tyne. May 2. Wood Green ; 5, m. Mile End, a. Victoria 
Park. e. Edmonton ; 9, Wood Green ; 12, Sheffield ; 19, Manchester ; 23, 
Wood Green ; 26, m. I insbnry Park, a. Victoria Park, e. Wood Green ; 
30, Wood Green.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road.Holloway, London.—March 31, 
a. and e. Tottenham April 7, m. and e. Wood Green ; 14, m. Pimlico Pier, 
a. Hyde Park, e. Camberwell.

A rthur B Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—April 14, 
m. Mile End, a. Victoria Park ; 21, m. and a. Hyde Park, e. Hammer­
smith ; 28, m Camberwell. May 5, a. Fir ^jury Park ; 12, m. Mile End, 
a. Victoria Park ; 19, m. and a. Hyde -Park, e. Hammersmith ; 26, 
Glerkenwell.

Sam Standring, 6 Bury-road, Rochdale.—March 31, Failsworth.

■niSH , FISH, FISH .— Basses of SELECTED FISH  sent
Ij on receipt of P.O. 2s. 6d., 3s. 6d., and 5s., carriage paid. Premier 
Fish Supply Co., Fish Docks, Grimsby.

rn O  F R EE T H IN K E R S.— Ladies and Gentlemen requiring
SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS at moderate prices. First-class 

Style and Fit Guaranteed.—II. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 11 Great 
Castle-street, W. (three doors from Regent-street). Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.

NE W  A N D  SEC O N D H AN D  F U R N ITU R E, Sewing
Machines, Pianos, Pictures, China, etc. Good and Cheap. OaR 

and see stock. George Smith, lit Railton-road, Brixton, S.W.

(A T A N T O N , the People’s Dentist, 3.35 Strand (opposite
O  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, Is. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2s. 6d ; extraction, 
Is .; painless by gas, 5s.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth: 
2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound >D 
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. Gd.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., Is.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. 

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s ‘ d"' 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripturo.”  Is.; bound in cloth, Is' 1)1 ’

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with tho Rov. Dr. .Tames McCann. Is.; superior edition. 1 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Ann‘e 
Bosant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
W ill Christ Save Us ? A Thorough Examination of the Clai1*® 

of Josus Christ to bo considered tho Savior of tho World, nil.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. Gd.
A  Defence of Free Speech. Throe Hours’ Address to the R'O 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many 
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ, id.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d. f
Mv Resurrection. A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel 0 

.Matthew, discovorod by G. W. Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. - 1’- |
W as Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Men 11 

Condition of tho Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d-
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee 01 

tho Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.

Rep')'

Id.

A hi®

W hat was Christ ? A Reply to .T. S. Mill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England-

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Mnndi.
The Dying Atheist. A Story, id.
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist.

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d. 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. '  
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madame Blavat'’• 

2d.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-wo ■ j0 

(1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo and tlio Apple, Id.; (•>) . j ; 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) ’The Tower of Babel, g 
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandcy * 
-lows, Id.; (!)) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) Cod in a Box, Id. . 1 •„ 
Jonah and tho Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A.VJfc 0( 
Mothor, 2d.; (14) Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifix
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.  ̂ _ gn

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essaj 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Roj'alty docs for the 1 ”nl 
and what tho l ’ooplo do for Royalty. 2d.

■6)10’

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttcr-strcct, E.C.

Freethought Publications.

Crimes of- Christianity. Vol. I. By C. W. Footo liirj  
.1. M. Wheeler. Hundreds of exact references to ’ 
Authorities. No pains spared to make it a complete, 
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity- to 

Chapters:— 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constan’ 0̂(jg; 
Hypatia; 3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pi0“ 8 a(,cnti°0 
G, Rise of tho Papacy; 7, Crimes of the Popes; 8, l 01” , '  
of the Jews ; it, The Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 21G pp-, '-*■ ‘ ' 

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring ChrlS ^pef 
Edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complex, in 
covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfine pajier, I’1 
cloth, 2s. -A it, ° r

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Seyher Toldoth • prefac0 
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an Historical ^e|er. 
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M.
Pa[)cr covers, Gd.; superior edition, superfine paper, elot ’ rj0iii 

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship ard ot,,<;r ull,)0ii°r 
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheolor. Illustrated. 
pa{>er, 2s. Gd. a afl<*

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of A ll ■"f:,'clot''> 
Nations. By J. M. Whcelor. Handsomely bound 
7s. Gd.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E L.
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allinson for h ealth .
H° ME CONSULTATIONS—10  a.m. to I p.m., i o s . 6d.;

1̂ . 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., $s. Patients Visited.
c^ f D,ICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
T°tacco 0n Management o f Infancy, Health, Longevity, The Teeth.
P°n> Ihiious6 Ennk Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f  Disease, Constipa 

Chec^r’8’ ^ cz.ema» Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coughs and 
Itch, etc EomPlaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, Tape Worms,

ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
r*a'r and itŝ M̂ eS on dealing Power o f Nature, Urine, Saline Starvation, the 
,?r the Thin vymagement, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, etc. Advice
lX h' King the St° ............"  ”  ' ~ ' "“mou« , etc,

MPt
Co,

f, the Thin V ,llKement, bleep and bleeplessness, Want ot Energy, etc. Advice 
r7°ugh, i > : ’ tor Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
T“mours7e"?Worm' Hypochond-- -------- "■------ J

e s s a y s .'-°ntains A- : —  Vol. III. For Postal Order for is. 2d,
S(ïsPecied iw 5 ,es. ° n No More Death, Management o f Young Children, Un- 

Rndred y emestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live One 
y .active. C) rV °  , l ,nProve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
ŷ.nc°se Veinsn p e Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 

. >nter Cousrh’ ri?-i a.u<̂  Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, Hay Fever, 
ercury. h ’ Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced by Taking

5 .M 0A 1 ,M>nt,!ns -:**• ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
p«.lk ^  p ie le s  on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its Abuse. 
othlS°nin?, T o ’ ’ t*le '^tuato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical 
] ;ler Article mc3  Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallowing Pins and 
jrCe. Chicken'.PA S°  Cure o f Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
. erPes (Tett ox> Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or Quinsy, 

*a> Sciatica P°r .Shingles), Erysipelas^ Ulcer of the Stomach, Bipiilemic Influ- 
^EriTr« a SOnaS'S °r ^ ng^sh Leprosy, etc.

Contain* Ar • ^  A SSA YS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for is. 2d.
Tq Aged, TrairTS ° n Eure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Abuse; Rules for 
t en;iil, GumnV>g-’, E1°0(I Letting, Nose Bleeding, B'elon or Whitlow, Ingrowing 
p ia c h e  sny “ °l!> Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing and Blushing, 
\Vq Fits p . °uth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Inflamed Eyes and 

Unds, BnrAc o l:nMnS. Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting o f Blood, Vomiting 
The FiTv f - , ! r u S s e s - e t c -, oillm̂ s, strongly and neatly bound, price 6s. 9d., post free. 

i ' u MEDI CI NE.  For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye Opener to

S í|T  A N r V ? iR .,TS CAUSE A N D  CURE. Post free for 7d. 
^ » ^ U M p o k 'g K S T I O N . Post free for 7J.
Ali the)e c  7 0 N  : U S  N ATU R A L CURE. _
THRe 00ks< bound in One Vol., post free, Os. Gd
n E°O K  P ^ T f - K F S .  FOR YOUNG M EN . For Postal Order for is. id.

Post free yd.
Send Postal Order.

Ml c°rrin
FOi? 1 il iu in u  M r.in. ror rostai urcier lor

M A R R IE D  W OM EN . Bor Postal Order for is. 2d.
Nations to be addressed to-

4 S w ,  . DR. T. R. ALLINSON,,5 . UK. T. H. ALLINSON,
Panish-piace, Manchester-square, London, W.THE BEST BOOK

T ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,
R̂ E morality, or THE THEORY AND 
F actice of neo-malthusianism .

j8o %  J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
Pasu< portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt Uttered.

* .  T Price Is., post fret.
n order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the “rtant. • - -w  ------------TT l u m u  u u c  i c i i u i  i m  m e  K U O

"ibf® p'ennv Ports of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
» TheV??t f’ree°St free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
f e g a n ^ f f b n M T  of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’ 
kelinS'an tiip'a 18 an almoat unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
iLniS- . , J?ry and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
n a t io n  can«e 8Pec*al value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 

his Da8 and to human well-being generally is just his combi- 
cjh ,r°r famiL EP .Iet.°f a plain statement of the physical and moral 

'»esA securedy ilm,ltation with a plain account of the means by which it 
The $°Ss‘tile p - a? offer to a11 concerned of the requisites at

‘»vr.

T'Irs have the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and 
0|i ® Trade‘ s n p ' f r 11 of in very high terms.

0rdem gu T ? ,ed by R. Fordkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.CJ.
J. b  . °md be sent to the author.

HO L M e s . h a n n e y , w a n t a g e , b e r k s .

Ä h d e d.-utjQ I
J 8, pesant in Law o f Population, p. 3;i, and 

dboo*> P- 51. Made solely by J. Pullen 
' Eor ’ *“8- Per d02-? post free (reduction in larger

ell’s “ Wife’s Friend”

6

Law o f Population, p. 
Made solely by J.

Dr. 
Pullen, 15

titean
particulars send stamped envelope.

' Mp o r t a n tta i— - *
Renací'¡A't^ionifsuhstitut^ hy some dealers a“ d chemistä, 

introri?eU>  Oo- ’’ and “  J. IE. Rendali ”  being speciously and 
Look " C°^ to deceive the public.

p°n Autourauh Reuistkueo T raue Mark

u 'r ^ i h K o u  l _ . n o - i 8 2 ’ 6 8 8
th? ej°n’8 Syr'in U a ° x ’ ' vitiiout which None are G enuine. 
W JV tt-g^-. Paffer’„'ri*'LTyertical and Reverse Current, its. ltd., is. i 
'•J, h>,. ""'nine p„, s . " owder, la. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is.

'vders! 3s. per doz. All prices post free.
1 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
BY

G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. W HEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 

Indictment of Christianity.
Ch a p t e r s  :—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3, 

Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy ; 
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

“ The book is very carefully compiled, the references are given with 
exactitude, and the work is calculated to be of the greatest use to the 
opponents of Christianity.”—0, B r a d l a u g h , in National Reformer.

“  The book is worth reading. It is fair, and, on the whole, correct.” — 
Weekly Times.

“ The book has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”—Hudders­
field Examiner.

“  The work should be scattered like autumn leaves.”—Ironclad Agyr 
(U.S.A.).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is .; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

THE GRAND OLD BOOK.
A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
G . W . F O O T E .

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W . E. Gladstone’s 
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Co n t e n t s  :—Preface—Preliminary View—The Creation Story—The 
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of 
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price Is. Superior edition for Subscribers, bound, numbered, and
signed, 2s.

V O L T A I R E  :
H IS  L I F E  A N D  WORKS.

WITH SOME SELECTIONS FROM HIS WRITINGS.
B y G. W . F oote a n d  J. M. W h e e l e r .

“ The English people ought to know Voltaire, an admirer and lover of 
their nation, better than they do, and this lively shilling pamphlet will 
give them a good deal of information as to his life and work.”—Literary 
World.

“ A lucid and interesting sketch of the great French philosopher. We 
strongly recommend it to all who want to know what the influence was 
which Voltaire exercised.”— Weekly Times and Echo.

“ Those of the new generation who desire to know more of a man with 
whose writings their fathers were intimate should consult this little 
shilling volume.”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is. Gd.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY
G. AY. FOOTE a n d  W . P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follows :—
1. — Bible Contradictions. The contradictions are printed in

parallel columns. 4d.
2. — Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. — Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head­
line for easy reference. 4d.

i .— Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

WORKS ON EVOLUTION by ARTHUR B. MOSS.

Every Freethinker should road these books :—
TH E BIBLE A N D  EVOLUTION, boards, Is. 

C H R ISTIAN ITY &. EVOLUTION, cloth, 2s. Cd. ; boards, Is. 
LECTURES A N D  ESSAYS, Is.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street ; Watts & Co., 17 Johmon's-court, E.O
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From the “ Bradford Weekly Telegraph,” Saturday, 
February i 6 ,1895.

GREAT FIRE IN  BRADFORD.

EXTEN SIVE DAMAGE.

Early on Saturday a big fire took place in the 
warehouse,No.2 Union-street,Bradford,occupied 
by Mr. R. Higgins, who occupies a large part of the 
ground floor, and numbers the following tenants 
occupying the other offices and rooms: Mr. 
Ernest Hahnel, Messrs. Schmidt & Co., Mr. J. W. 
Gott, Messrs. G. D. Wright & Co., and Mr. J. 
Pepper. The damage done is very extensive, 
and is roughly estimated at a figure between 
£8,000 to £10,000. It certainly cannot be less 
than £8,000, as many of the firms occupying the 
building had large and valuable stocks stored 
in the various rooms. Mr. R. Higgins had a big 
stock of woollens, stuffs and yarns, and estimates 
his loss at over £4;000. He is insured up to 
£4,000. Messrs. Wright <fc Co., stuff merchants, 
have had fully £1,000 damage done to their stock 
and premises, but it is completely covered by 
insurance. Mr. J. W . Gott, cloth and stuff 
merchant, had a stock valued at £1,500, and it 
is partially destroyed, chiefly by water. The 
other firms, with the exception of Mr. J. Pepper, 
have suffered in like manner, a lot of stock being 
destroyed by water. The cause of the fire is 
unknown, but, judging by appearances, it broke 
out in the packing-room of Mr. R. Higgins.

Read these Lines.
We have had a fire as particulars herewith.
We g o t  a b ig  allowance from  the Insurance ComPani 
We bought the whole o f  G. D. W right & Co.’s stock 
We bought it at less than h a lf price.
We are determ ined to m ake a lot o f  new custome 
We are selling at ridiculously low  prices to do it- 
We ask every reader to g ive  us one trial.
We w ill do our best to please you.
We have g iven  grea t satisfaction to  many.
We allow  none to  remain dissatisfied i f  we know 1

A Few 21s. Parcels, ~ x *1; worth 42s.
No. 1.— 2 Suit Lengths or 4 Trousers’ Lengths, good quality. 
No. 2.—1 Black Figured and 1 Heavy All-Wool Navy Serge D 

Length ; tip-top quality.
No. 3.—1 Suit Length and 1 Dress Length, any color or make. 
No. 4.— Blankets, Sheets, Quilt, Table-cloth, Belt, Apron, P“ rse,e 

Mixed Lot of Goods for Ladies’ and Gentlemen’sNo.

We have engaged 25 additional Tailors to 
make up Trousers. Price during Salvage Sale,

7s. 6d. per Pair to Measure.

J .  W . GOTT, 2 &  4  UNION STREET, BRADFORD

Round waist ..........
Round seat..............
Inside leg scam......
Outside leg seam ...
Thigh......................
Knee ......................
Bottom ..................
Lined or Unlincd...

(Lined Gd. extra.) 
Color ......................

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Some M istakes of M oses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d.

D efence of F reethought. 
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy, 
fid.

T iie G ods. 6d.
R eply to G ladstone. W ith  

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or R e aso n ? A  Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against  C rim inals . 
3d.

O ration  on W alt  W h itm an .
3d.

O ration  on V oltaire . 3d. 
A brah am  Lincoln. 3d. 
Pain e  the P ioneer. 2d. 
H u m an ity ’s D ebt to T homaS 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan  and  J esus 

Christ. 2d.
T rue R eligion . 2d.
T he T hree P hilanthropists. 

2d.
L ove the R edeemer. 2d. 
G od an d  the S tate . 2d.

W h y  am  I a n  A gnostic ? 
Part I. 2d.

W h y  a m  I  a n  A gnostic 
Part II. 2d.

F a ith  a n d  F act . R eply  to 
Dr. Field. 2d.

G od and  M an . Second reply 
to Dr. Field. 2d.

T he D yin g  C reed . 2d.
T he L imits of T oleration . 

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 
2d.

T he H ousehold of F a it h . 
2d.

A rt a n d  M orality . 2d.
D o  I  B la sph e m e? 2d.
T he C lergy a n d  C ommon

Sense. 2d.
Social Sa lvation . 2d. 
M arriage  and  D ivorce. An

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
S kulls. 2d.
T he G reat  M istake . Id. 
L ive  T opics. Id.
M yth  an d  M iracle . Id. 
R eal  B lasphem y. Id. 
R epairin g  the I dols. Id. 
C h rist  an d  M iracles. Id. 
Creeds & S p ir it u a l it y . Id.

London : R. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough.
O ccasioned by  the Sentence w h ich  he Passed on 

MR. D. I. EATON,
As Publisher of

THE THIRD PART OF PAINE’S “  AOE OF REASON.”
BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

P R IC E  S IX P E N C E ,

SECULAR
THE -  I /A L M A N A C K

For 1895.
Altered and Enlarged. Finely-Designed C o ^ '

London : U. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

EDITED BY
G. W . FOOTE & J. M. W HEELER-

V  a  * ¿ * ¡ 0
’ »  thf,vS»  ?

C ontents : Progress of Freethought 
This World ; by J. M. Wheeler— He
Man ; by Charles Watts— Dod Grile— A  Wish ; by i'vetkr

■  ........................ .... ................. “  harof;SU o\
B e » * ? ;V

DLGIU > KfJ VUOll I T CIIUUO JWU VA111U XA M *«** ,
Arnold— The Abducted Female Infidel— Farqu 
ton— Bits from Selden’s “ Table Talk”— Jeremy 
Inspiration— Abou-ben Adhem and the Angel-—a (Jo? 
his God— The Sacred Books of the World—Tim D 1 
What have Unbelievers Done for the World ? j Y ectliri' 
Concerning Freethought Work and Organisation 
etc p  (J,

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet,

Read “ THE TRUTH
M o n t h l y , P r ic e  I d .

Edited by J O H N  G R A N G E -
p0rder-

Of all Newsagents to order. Wholesale, Jvir.^J'^^'

Just published, price 4d., by post 5d., H

w  S °C
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