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CROMWELL’S STATUE.

A 'Very amusing incident was recorded 
- WsPapers. The evening

Tuesday’s
Co— *’™ . The evening before, in the House of 
of ,,i10ns’ -Hr. W. Johnston asked the First Commissioner 
1 ^orks when it was intended to erect the statue of 
B.to6;  Cromwell, and if he could specify the proposed site. 
^ 1(1° ^1C 9uestion could be answered, up jumped Mr.

^e^ b t°n and asked another. He desired to know 
Il'chfi T  ■ e right honorable gentleman could also find a 

statue of Protector Richard, better known as
Hi
rp ‘ «1» »U
r. ̂ Wedownj ,  -------- D ick”— the heir and successor of his

silly n<iSS ^bver Cromwell. This laborious joke— about as 
l^glu*5 WaS ever PcrPetr;ltcd— caused a good deal of 
of ? Cr ln the House of Commons, which, after the House 

s> is about the dullest assembly in this kingdom.
7  thin

,eigbt0 gs, however, do get ended; and when Mr. Stanley
sat down, Mr. Herbert Gladstone replied that the 

I.S95 0 ' C0St a Cromwell statue would appear in the 
still 0st,lniates, but the question of the exact site was

IVe 6r consideration.
'fi a]| ri,ly take it, then, that the House of Commons will, 
°liveP o 0bability» vote a sum of money for a statuo of 
M *  th°mWeH, and *,ba*’ ^  w,b be placed on some site
?0ssiblv °
boni that architectural

control of the First Commissioner of Works, 
y in one of the passages of 

J^Vosity, the Houses of Parliament.
0>  <*er anything more stored with latent humor ! 
¿^Crom w ell was the one man in English history who 

the House of Commons out of doors-and the 
the Sp-°f Commons is going to give him a statue.
¿ v 1FSt went down to the House to arrest the bive'Went

• trh He also . and met more than his *na another till
Pariiament in 1628, and did no ^  would not

be u; iut that was the Long Parliame . pc;ul  was
C '^ v e d , and which lastedl till after t o  He
W  |tc<h Oliver Cromwell did Vi 01 s ‘ d  sent  the
O 1* with a band of resolute soldiera ,md
% 4  packing ; and as all the member cnough for

? » C i t tkSn' - i , r ?  " T h S m S a■M > & ^  was no child s play. 1 hcl t  o f it  was
V * 1 >  key in his pocket. And the worst
<  »  <l»r ' •'g in the whole of London barked against 
f l o a t s  . I ,on;d proceeding. Cromwell called three 
MiJ? a“y busi 01 Wards, but they would jaw without 
:divf/ ler Jamr>,l6Svr Cue of them spent a week discussing 
V > s i d e s  1 . ‘tyler, the Quaker, should be burnt
¡ « f e « Z t ' " s  bm “ Mto

____  and mutilated. Cromwell
s° in hi!-LU*C Was t°°  long for such nonsense ; and he 

¡ f  hoij,0 S ° Wn way, by a deed ; he told the parliament 
it, cy a ' a8ain the key was in his pocket.
, Os _ s, atuo put up by parliament to a man like that ?
-»m* - » Was ,1IU'U1 that, say what we will about him, 
. Was' ^feat Englishman 1 Or does it mean that
J l i t t f  n°  mis '̂fk riiutting-up parliaments? Let

..................................................

W;

110 mistake about it. Cromwell would have had
, Pathy with our National Palaver as with he aR~:...

aWe sm!!!!iistere<1 tho quietus. 
70g j Ul at the statesmanshi

How
my

grimly he
mship of appointing

special committee to report some time next summer on the 
“  unemployed ” who are starving this winter ! Talk ! 
Ta lk ! T a lk ! Cromwell hated all that incontinence of 
speech. What was the use of talking unless it led to 
something 1 What wisdom could he perceive in debating 
for weeks when the voting could be foretold at the 
beginning 1 What can any man— not a jackass, or a 
pedant, or a time-server— see in it but mere vanity and 
vexation of spirit; vanity on the part of the talkers, and 
vexation of spirit to numerous other people ?

It may, of course, be contended that Oliver Cromwell 
attempted the impossible ; that human affairs will always 
refuse to be conducted in a sensible way. That is one 
view, the pessimist’s. But there is another view, which is 
not exactly the optimist’s— namely, that Cromwell was 
born three hundred years before his proper time. The 
late Prince Consort was not a particularly wise man, but 
he sometimes saw the truth; and he certainly did see it 
when he said that Parliamentary Government was on its 
trial. It was one of the few sensible things he ever said, 
and of course he was bitterly censured for saying it. 
Parliamentary Government is, indeed, more than on trial. 
It is under sentence. Every man who has any idea of 
business, and any honesty to back it, is perfectly aware 
that Parliamentary Government has proved a most 
ridiculous failure. Is despotism, then, the only alternative ? 
Nothing of the kind. The alternative is common sense. 
Were it not for the standing armies, which might be used 
against a nation’s liberties, there is no reason in the world 
why the affairs of every civilised nation could not be 
conducted on business lines, like the affairs of a ship on tho 
high seas, or of a great commercial house on dry land.

Cromwell was not a parliamentarian. He saw “ divine 
right ” royalty break down. He also saw parliamentary 
government break down. After his time the two patched 
up a treaty of alliance; and, now two hundred years have 
rolled by, it is fatally discredited.

Cromwell would have done immense good for England, 
but the rogues and fools— especially the fools— would not 
let him do too much. He was a professed Christian, but 
he had little of the Christian’s bigotry. Long before he 
was Lord Protector, he remarked, in a letter to the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, that if a man could serve the 
state no inquiry should be made into his opinions. He 
would not tolerate open Catholicism, but Catholicism was 
then a perpetual intrigue and rebellion against every liberal 
government. Ho would not sanction the persecution of 
tho Quakers, lie let the Jews come back to England after 
hundreds of years of banishment. Ho would never have 
assisted in persecuting even an Atheist, merely on account 
of his opinions. Men of all opinions, to use his own 
language, could serve the state. Whether they were going 
to Heaven or Hell was their own business.

Cromwell’s heart was eaten out by the rogues and fools. 
They tried to kill him by poison and dagger, but they 
failed. They killed him more slowly. And .after he was 
dead they had their innings; and what an innings it was ! 
There is no argument like comparison.

Cromwell was tho first man in English history who 
understood toleration; certainly tho first great statesman 
who tried to redueo it to practice. He would have gone 
farther than John Milton. What does a man like this 
want with a niche and a statuo at the hands of some 
insignificant Commissioner of Works ? He fills a whole 
big chapter in English history— and fills it for ever.

G. W. FOOTE.
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THE MORAL CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY.

If any instance were wanted of the spread of Secular 
principles, it might be found in the changed tactics of 
Christian advocates. In the good old days of Christian 
supremacy Christianity was put forward as a divine 
revelation and the only way of salvation. Stress was laid 
on its credentials of miracles and of prophecy as proving 
it to be superhuman and divine. The joys of heaven and 
the terrors of hell were dilated upon to attract the faithful 
and warn the unbelieving. Satan, the enemy of souls, was 
evoked as the explanation of all difficulties. Now-a-days 
Satan is superannuated, and hell never mentioned to ears 
polite. Its temperature is popularly supposed to fit it for 
a skating rink. Miracles and prophecies are kept in the 
background; the former are felt to be rather sources of 
difficulty to minds trained in the scientific conception of 
natural law, while prophecies only raise the troublesome 
question of proving that their records were in existence 
before the time of their alleged fulfilment. Accordingly, 
we now hear of the sublime moral teachings of Christianity, 
of the sweet reasonableness of Jesus, and of the good 
which Christianity has done to the world. Virtually this 
is a surrender of the whole question to the Freethinker. 
For he has no quarrel with morality or moral influences, 
and only objects to their being ascribed to superhuman 
sources and placed upon what he considers a false basis of 
supernaturalism.

The point at issue between the Christian and the 
Freethinker is not whether Christianity has done some 
good or not, but whether it is of supernatural origin. Is it 
infallibly divine, or is it but one of many religions which 
have guided men’s lives 1 Let it be granted it has had a 
moral influence. Can this be denied to Buddhism, to 
Confucianism, or to Mohammedanism 1 All religions teach 
morality, but does Christianity give assurance of practice 1 
When you say a man is a Mohammedan, for instance, you 
know he is sober. Can you have the same assurance when 
you say a man is a Christian 1

Then, is there not a sufficient set-off to the good done by 
Christianity in the persecution, malice, hatred, and all 
uncharitableness which it has engendered; in the slavery 
and tyranny of the past taught by its god-given code; in 
its persecution of witches also inculcated by the Bible ; in 
its opposition to science 1 It is Christian theology which 
has placed creed before conduct, which has extolled death­
bed repentance above an honest and consistent life. It is 
Christian theology which has taught men to hate father 
and mother, and that duty consists in obedience to the will 
of God, irrespective of considerations of human welfare. 
It is Christian theology which has increased selfish egoism 
by its contemptible offer of salvation through the merits 
of another, its terrors of burning brimstone and torments, 
and its even more contemptible bribes of thrones and 
golden harps, and the recompense of a hundredfold here­
after for all that is resigned now. All this the Secular 
spirit of the age is recoiling from, and Christian advocates 
accordingly keep their theology as much as possible in the 
background.

The political and social life of the modern world shows a 
complete disregard for the teachings of Jesus. Indeed, Dr. 
Magee, the late Archbishop of York, admitted that the 
Sermon on the Mount was not practicable by the State. 
The profession of Christianity is OTn/ profession, upon 
which practice does not follow. In Mohammedan lands all 
law decisions are fQiinded on the Koran. But Christian 
magistrates censure and punish the Peculiar People, who 
follow St. James, and when anyone is sick call in the 
elders and pray over them. They punish men who desert 
their wives for the sake of religion. Yet Jesus, or the 
monks who wrote about him, said : “ Every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life,” and “ If any man come to me, and hato not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple ” (Matthew xix. 29 ; Luke xiv. 26).

The truth is that, while pretending that the words of the 
Bible are wholly divine, people pick and choose, take what 
suits them, and quietly put aside the rest. Protestants 
forget that the books come down to us through the’ monks

of the Romish Church, and that their view of Jesus and his 
religion is an entirely different one. ,

Is it true that, as Prebendary Row says, the evangel of 
modern enlightenment was taught more than 1,850 ye®rs 
ago 1 I answer, No. Jesus never spoke a word f°r 
education, enlightenment, industry, or social amelioration' 
He thought the world was coming to an end in the lifetinie 
of those standing around him. He preached other-worldli- 
ness. He said, “  The poor ye have always with yoÛ  
and would deal with it by almsgiving. Science goes to
work another way, and seeks to remove the causes 0 
poverty and other evils. Nor were the teachings of JesllS 
original to himself. Everyone of his precepts can & 
paralleled from earlier Pagan teachers, and from to 
doctrines of Buddha, of Confucius, and of Lao-tse. Chris­
tians may be safely challenged to instance a single doctor® 
which was new to the world. Why, then, should it
supposed to be divine 1

It is wrong to ascribe the benefits of Christianity, s ., 
From the New Testament itseas they are, to one man. 

it is plain that Paul had more to do with the sprei 
the religion than Jesus, who said he was only sent to 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, and that it was not 
that the children’s food should be cast

such 
tself 

ad of
the
fit

tb,to dogs. In tm ,
the Christian Church has been built up by the labors 
thousands of men. And it is being slowly improved 3 
the influence of the Secular spirit, substituting work 
prayer, science for faith, conduct for creed, and attent 
to this world for attention to kingdom-come.

J. M. WHEELKR.

WAS CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
REFORMER?

( Concluded from page 8Jf.)
T h e  burden of Christ’s preaching was, “ Repent, toi .3 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What was meant by 
kingdom it is rather difficult to decide, for it is varl°t̂ at, 
described in the Gospels. It is certain, however, 
whether it signified the reign of peace and justic? r 
earth, or the appearance of Jesus “  in the clouds,” 
event has taken place up to datb, although Christ sal r̂i 
in his time the kingdom was “  at hand.” In Luke (xV,n 
it is stated “  the kingdom of God is within you bu , ^ 
does not quite harmonise with the description giv®n tjjo 
in Matthew (xiii. 47-50), where it is alleged tha .^ 0 
kingdom of heaven is “  like unto a net that was cas ^ 
the sea,” which, when full, had the good of its c0U tj,c 
retained, and the bad cast away. “  So shall it be 
end of the world,” when the angels are to “  sever the "  e 
from among the just, and shall cast them into the 
of fire : there shall be wailing and gnashing of e t a 
Now, if this refers to a condition upon earth, it 
very happy one. And in neither case is there any 
thrown upon the rational conduct of men, either politic*“^ .g( 
socially. Besides, the repeated references made by 
to the approaching end of all earthly institutions r̂ ej 
the idea of his being a reformer of this world alt°n^g t0 
meaningless. The termination of mundane affairs ¡̂¡,g 
occur in the presence of those to whom Jesus was sp ‘ j  to 
(Matthew xvi. 28). Whatever other texts may be ® ̂ ¡ t y  
the contrary, the meaning here is clear, that no opi’0 tb® 
was to be given, and no provisions made, to re read 
political and social conditions of earth. Let any t 
the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, and try to i \jjef tbâ  
the declarations there ascribed to Christ with the e ¡),jlity 
his mission was to reform the world, and the imp0*' 
of the task will soon be evident. True, in Matthc' ^  the 
works of utility are required to secure a P . C°;nvol''c, 
“ right hand” of God. But what does this rClicf> 
Uniformity of belief (Mark xvi. 16), and only 1 ‘ tcJ M 
not the cure, of poverty. No scheme was even ^  ¡ii>‘ 
by Christ whereby the great army of tlm P tQ th® 
depraved should be impossible. He was infcri0 ^ .^ ^  o 
French philosopher, who aimed at providing a co*^ poo’U 
society wherein men should be neither dopravci o

To put the matter concisely, what arc the • t],esc : 
political and social progress 1 Briefly, they ,l, pPyskL 
The cultivation of the intellect, the extension [0n 0 
and mental freedom, the recognition and the api
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' 10 principle of justice and liberty to all members of the 
community, regardless of their belief or non-belief in 
neology, the knowledge and application of science and 

'l’ t, the organisation of labor and the proper cultivation of 
J10 soil, the possession of political power, the under- 

ending of the true value and use of wealth, and, finally, 
ne persistent study of, and the constant struggling against, 

numerous evils, wrongs, and injustice that now rob life 
.} comforts and real worth. These are the agencies 

at all men, who claim to be political and social reformers, 
support and cultivate. Not one of these originated 

,. Jesus, and throughout his career he never availed 
•niself of these essentials of all progress. Thus, to 
esignate him as the great social redeemer is entirely 
'justifiable. His very mode of living was the opposite to 
at of a practical reformer. He was an ascetic, and 

1 0l('Gd as much as possible the turmoil of public life, 
°m which he might have learnt something of what was 

. ce®ary to adjust the social relations. Prayer, not work, 
t o "* “  habit. In the day, and at night, would he retire 
f nt 10 s°htude of the mountain, and there pray to his 
tli ®^Luke v'- 12 and xxi. 37). So far did he believe in 
his ‘?cy °f supplications to God that he frequently told 
'v° Id CiPieS t l̂at whatever they asked of his father heoo,jQi grant the request (Matthew xviii. 19 ; xxi. 
(actt* - i -  23). That this was a delusion is clear from the 
that 1' Prayetl himself for the unity of Christendom, 
his t‘ 11S Showers might be one (John xvii. 21); yet from 
an lvne down to the present divisions have always existed 
Sf'hg Christians. He distinctly promised that “ What- 
Xiy G,t' I7" shall ask in my name, that will I d o ” (John 
W h i It dying upon this, the Church for centuries
it ^ °en asking that unbelief should cease, and yet we find 
learn?r? extensive to-day than it ever was. The lesson 
activ > ,0tn expcrience is, that all reforms are the result of 

\vG'V0rk, not the outcome of prayerful meditations. 
t° tno 1 tkese drawbacks in the character of Jesus, it is 
in tfiQ marv'cllous how he can be accepted as a model for us 
Up0n Pr®sent age. But thousands of his devotees insist 
regUlat aiI? i" g him as their Ideal, although they cannot 
°Verlo t  t le' r conduct by such a standard. Such persons 
ínarre,] y ''hat, if the better parts of an Ideal are
<¡ow., that which is erroneous and impracticable, it is 
l̂eged t Vel^ use' css as a guide in life. That Christ’s 

His- eo uachings are so marred the Gospels amply testify. 
?°Uo\v0 nc Uct> on several occasions, was such as his 
instan.^ Wou\d not attempt to emulate to-day. Such, for 
Johnji • ]!is treatment of his parents (Luke ii. 43-49

a,
in

uriv ’ his cursing of the fig-tree (Matthew xxi. 18, 19); 
sc°fir lng the money changers from the temple with 
“sa a °t small cards ” (John ii. 15); his possession of ar. 
dding ,a colt» which evidently did not belong to him, and 
p i n .  ?P°n both of them into Jerusalem (Matthew xxi. 
'ffiakiL,'8 oxpietives to the Pharisees (Luke xi. 37-44); his 
34-36) ̂  UP the peace of the domestic circle (Matthew x.

S K l s r * .  New Testament, Christ was certainly not 
^ tica l ''ho World,” for he revealed nothing of

v ’ and he taught no virtues that were before 
(f 0 Were m° ^oukt in his life, supposing ho ever lived,
¿ . h

he
V y , ineVt’ hi opinions contradictory, in teaching arbi 
r eter,„; -)Iign°wledge deficient, in faith vacillating, and in 

k* great. Ho taught false notions of existence,

hein many commendable features; but ho was far 
Perfect. Whil« Via mirrVif. Vinvn Kaati wa!1_porfect. While he might have been well- 
, was *n belief superstitious, in conduct

?Ui *>0
hi '"Hi

Sis
jfig ^ w 'e d g e  of science ; he misled his followers by 
's own'° W , t. j ie " ’as n°L and he deceived himself 

He lacked experimental force,
ovterest fn \v,ing a life of isolation, and ‘ taking but slight 
i^?rinient. i , ahairs of this world. It is this lack of 
¡n ^  his* ° r.cc throughout the career of Christ that 
¿ N e t t .  Motions of 'domestic duties so thoroughly 
^hitig, \v. he happiness of a family, according to his 
Lasted’ '¡̂ s to he impaired before his doctrines could be 

er > and ] as we know, he was never a husband or a 
Cjc- tlc6, 0r le did not aspire to be a statesman, a man of 
m ir 'e,'ce Politician. Now, a person who lacks 
P.v to '•heso phases of life is not in the best 
" l i  i j ^ h e W 1:410̂ 1 :lud satisfactory lessons thereon.

°f Uw,°ut ons ° '  life he is said to have filled, this 
''kk r Ce> dis. • ” failed to exhibit any high degree of

 ̂ lectio0' "'huation, or manly courage. As a son, ho 
n and consideration for the feelings of his

parents. As a teacher, he was mystical and rude; and as a 
reasoner, he was defective and illogical. Lacking a true 
method of reasoning, possessing no uniformity of character, 
Christ exhibited a strange example— an example injudicious 
to exalt and dangerous to emulate. At times he was 
severe when he should have been gentle. When he might 
have reasoned he frequently rebuked. When he ought to 
have been firm and resolute he was vacillating. When he 
should have been happy he was sorrowful and desponding. 
After preaching faith as the one thing needful, he himself 
lacked it when he required it the most. Thus, on the cross, 
when a knowledge of a life of integrity, a sensibility of the 
fulfilment of a good mission, a conviction that he was 
dying for a good and righteous cause, and fulfilling the 
object of his life— when all these should have given him 
moral strength, we find him giving vent to utter despair. 
So overwhelmed was he with grief and anxiety of mind 
that he “  began to be sorrowful and very heavy.” “  My 
soul,” he exclaimed, “  is sorrowful even unto death.” At 
last, overcome with grief, he implores his father to rescue 
him from the death which was then awaiting him.

It is contended by some that, although Christ did not 
give detailed remedies for existing evils, he taught 
“  general principles ” which would, if acted upon, prove a 
panacea for the wrongs of life. This was not so, for his 
“ general principles” lacked the saving power that was 
desired. What were those “  principles ” as laid down in 
the Gospels 1 So far as they can be understood, they were 
as follow s: Absolute trust in G od ; implicit belief in 
himself; reliance upon the prayer of supplication; disregard 
of the world; taking no anxious thought for the morrow ; 
encouragement of poverty, and contempt of riches; 
obedience to the law of the Old Testament; neglect of 
home and families; non-resistance of evil; that persecution 
in this world and punishment in some other would follow 
the rejection of Christianity; and that sickness was caused 
by the possession of devils. These are among the leading 
“  principles ” taught by Christ; and, if they were acted 
upon, there would be an end of all progress, harmony, and 
self-reliance. But even if the “ general principles” 
propounded by Jesus were good, that would not be enough 
to make him the greatest reformer. It is necessary, in 
addition to knowing what is to be done, to have the 
knowledge of how it is to be done. And this is just what 
Jesus has not taught us. Principles do not aid progress 
unless they can be applied ; and, whatever value his 
teachings may have as matters of belief, they are incapable 
of application in the great cause of political and social 
advancement in the nineteenth century.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

THE CHURCH AND THE DEMOCRACY.

L a t t e r l y  there has been shown a most remarkable interest 
in social problems by a section of advanced Churchmen. 
Now, we would be very reluctant to in any way deprecate 
such a movement, or say aught that might be taken as a 
sneer against it. It is only by everyone who considers 
there are grievances to be exposed and wrongs to bo 
righted, making his voice heard, that any progress can 
come. And, reason knows, there are enough evils and 
social sores to engage the attention and study of every 
honest thinker. But when one sees this new-born zeal on 
the part of the Church— or a small portion of it—one 
needs to bo cautious. When we bear in mind that, 
historically, the Churches have been the inveterate enemies 
of all reform ; when it is recollected that the bishops, as the 
representatives in Parliament of the Church, have con­
sistently voted against every measure calculated to make 
for advancement; when one remembers that the Church 
has always been the foe of science, and that science is the 
only hope of the future ; when all this is kept in mind, one 
must scrutinise very carefully these new professions of 
democratic love. The Church, in short, has betrayed 
progress too often for her more verbal promise to be 
accepted now.

Olio example of this now fervor is the Christian Social 
Union, under whoso auspices courses of Socialistic sermons, 
full of denunciation of the capitalist and mammon-seeker, 
are delivered by clergymen— who are not exactly starving. 
Such a sermon was delivered a few weeks ago by I)r.
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Stubbs, Dean of Ely, in Holy Trinity Church, Sloane- 
square— an eminently democratic neighborhood; and a 
report of the discourse is before us. It is because it 
contains a few remarkable things that may be noticed that 
we deal with it here. It is probably only a type of many 
sermons which the pulpit is now giving forth.

A t the beginning of his sermon the Dean quotes an 
apocryphal saying of Jesus, that he was practically going 
to turn the existing state of affairs upside down. “ Unless 
ye shall cause that which is on the right hand to be on the 
left, and that which is on the left hand to be on the right, 
and that which is above to be below, and that which is 
before to be behind, ye have no knowledge of the kingdom 
of God.” Now, that is a pretty large order. Certainly, 
one would say such a preacher was a revolutionary, if the 
word “ revolutionary” has any meaning. There must be 
an absolute change— that is the meaning of the declaration. 
Yet Dr. Stubbs says that Christ “  was not a revolutionist.” 
Probably Dr. Stubbs has an aversion to revolution. 
“  Christ,” it seems, “  did come to remodel society ; He did
come to turn the world upside d o w n ............. and the
Christian Church, in the idea of its Founder, had for its 
object the reorganisation and the reconstitution of society, 
no less than the salvation of the individual.” But what a 
commentary on all this is the simple record of nineteen 
Christian centuries ! Christ came to turn the world upside 
down— and the world was too strong or too heavy for 
him. And he was omnipotent, forsooth ! Let the Christian 
get out of this eternal dilemma as he may. Christ, he is 
always telling us, came to save the world, and the world is 
still “  unsaved.”  Was Christ, then, a failure 1 Was he 
not powerful enough to effect his object 1 Was “  God 
Almighty ” too weak for his own “  creation ” 1 What has 
the religionist to say 1 Let us hear Dr. Stubbs again. 
He tells us that “  it is, alas! only too easy to find many 
chapters which record only the Church’s failure to sustain 
the character of a savior of society ; yet, when we remember 
that all history is but a record of imperfectly realised 
ideals, it is only fair, surely, to ascribe the social failures 
of the Church to a falling short of the original ideal, 
rather than to any want of completeness in the ideal 
itself.” How suave ! The Christian ideal is perfect only— 
it can’t be realised. And the Church, it seems, is just an 
ordinary natural phase of human effort, such as “ all 
history ” is concerned with. But we understood that this 
Church was the peculiar favorite of God ; that it had large 
quantities of the Holy Ghost and divine grace, and other 
like commodities, stored on its premises. Now, Dr. Stubbs 
says it is only a human, imperfect institution. The fact is, 
these religionists cry hot and cold to suit their purpose. 
Just as the Bible is a unique and miraculous book at one 
time, and a merely human record when its errors and its 
filth have to be explained away, so the Church is a divine 
institution to-day, and a human one to-morrow. One can 
only say that sophistry of this kind does not evidence that 
love of truth and candor to which the democratic Dean 
aspires.

But the Dean, after some talk on the “ democracy of 
to-morrow,” gives expression to what we believe to be the 
real aim of, and object of, these ecclesiastics in the social 
movement. He is concerned, in fact, for the religiosity of 
the future. “  For if,” he tells us, “  the English democracy 
of the future is not going to be a religr is democracy, then 
God help us all.”  Aye, there’s the ru b ! We must make 
sure that “  religion ”— and the loaves and fishes—are safe, 
anyhow, democracy or no democracy. And that we 
venture to suggest is the mission of what we may call 
these interlopers in the camp of reform; nine-tenths of 
them are there for the purpose of laying the foundations of 
their priestcraft in the new soil that seems so fruitful and 
so full of promise. Honest men in the Church who desire 
to assist the cause of progress there may be ; nay, honest 
men there undoubtedly are. But they are the exceptions, 
not the rule. They represent a phase of opinion which 
cannot be general or permanent. You cannot belong to the 
camp of Progress and the camp of Faith without feeling 
the strain, and soon you will be compelled to break either 
with Progress or with Faith. And as the typical Church­
man is a Churchman first and a humanist afterwards, one 
is compelled to look askance at the typical reforming 
ecclesiastic.

And, read in that light, this passage of Dean Stubbs’s 
sermon is ominous and reveals a good deal. Listen!
“  There is no use mincing matters : unless the world goes

back, democracy must go forward; the will of the people 
must more and more prevail. We cannot prevent numbers 
ruling;  we can only try to teach them to rule well.” The 
italics, of course, are ours. But doesn’t that one sentence 
reveal worlds 1— “ W e can only try to teach them to rule 
well.” Isn’t it the expression of a man forced against his 
will to concede something, and then trying to make the 
best of a bad necessity 1 Trying to teach them to rule 
well means, of course, dosing them up with “  Christ ” and 
reverence for his “  Holy Church ” and her deans. But the 
Dean gets even more definite. He goes o n : “  And the 
Church of Christ, if it is to be of any use at all in the 
world, must take part in that work. She must not waste 
time in lamenting the mistakes of the past— and God 
knows the social errors and sins of the Church, in its 
travesty of her Master’s message of social salvation, have 
been great— but she must address herself to the tasks oj 
the future.” So there it is. The Church captured the old 
civilisation and dragged it down; it must set itself to the 
task of capturing the new. But Dr. Stubbs moves a bit 
too fast. If the Church has made so many mistakes as 
even he admits, we have surely a right, in the light of tha 
history, to question her credentials now. To say in effect, in 
the one sentence : “  We have blundered hopelessly in tnc 
past; we have made desperate mistakes. W e are going to 
guide you in the future”; isn’t it a little out of ge‘‘F ' 
The fact is, the meekness and candor displayed by Pr' 
Stubbs are very admirable in their way, and we welcome 
these admissions of the Church’s incompetency and the 
Church’s cupidity; but even Dr. Stubbs’s meekness is «* 
flimsy foundation for a fresh support to an organisation 0 
which he is but a more or less unrepresentative unit.

Even in the conclusion of his sermon he suggests an 
analogy which he can hardly have intended, which bear 
out our point. He tells us that Christ “ uttered wor 
until then almost unknown—Love, Service, Sacrihe >
Duty—and the dead a rose ............. from that dead sod0 }
arose the Christian world, the world of Liberty, Equal' }> 
Brotherhood.” For the moment, it matters little t < 
these statements are not true; indeed, if Dr. Stubbs "  
given to that sort of thing, we should take the reference^ 
the Christian Liberty and Equality as downright i°
The “  Brotherhood,” of course, one may admit when 
calls to mind Torquemada, St. Bartholomew’s Eye, Ca  ̂
Smithfield, and other brotherly memories. Decidedly ^
“  brotherhood ” part of Christianity has always been 
strong point. But the real significance of the passag 
this: Christ, vide the Dean, came with these fine pnr‘ 
on his lips, and everything was to run smoothly ever a  ̂
Yet, instead of running smoothly, there were blunders
failures and crimes— vide the Dean. Now, however, c _
the Christian reformer with a fresh batch of fine phras ^  
everything is to run smoothly now. Will the resu 
different 1 Or will some newer new Christian ot 
twentieth century come to tell us of the blunders o 
Christianity of the nineteenth 1 K

Frederick RyAP1,

R E W A R D .

■ ra d ic^The idea of reward as a stimulus to virtue I In light t0 
wrong. It must ever appear in a disfavorable d'c 
thinking minds. The substance of a thing , te0uS 
same, but only that deed which is actuated by 
motives can be properly considered as good. jg]j to 
who throws a sovereign upon the plate from a . A 
appear respectable has not done a righteous is
good motive, though it should result in abortive for 
to be counted for righteousness. But to do g °°  thc 
of reward is to act on a bad motive. To hoi Lj,tl?
rewards of heaven as a stimulus to mankind to ac  ̂ j„ 
is to instigate men to act by unworthy motives, »  j 0nc- 
itself, morally wrong. Yet this is what is constant ^  (]0 
The highest rule that man can act upon—-naw®A’ flibF; 
right for righteousness’ sake— occurs n? ^ eT T h  s thing’ 
Man always asks himself, “ Why should I d? tb to
and has not as yet acquired sufficient nobility 
satisfy himself with the answer, “  Because it is

It is instructive to examine into the practica nJiecti0?  
this idea of reward in a future life possesses in 11
with the conduct of men here and now. Is ^  e
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furthering the interests of truth and virtue in our midst ? 
it useful in promoting the moral welfare of mankind 1

regarded as a recompense, it has, to ordinary minds, the 
¿image of offering a reward of a different kind f 

^pleasure for whose loss it is to compensate. If aL _... w IT UVUV xvuu XV 1U VV Wllip'UllOCVUUl JLX Ol man
;d)stain from the pleasure of the table, he knows the 
recompense of heaven will not he one of a similar kind to 
“ rat pleasure he loses. It boots nothing to say it will be 
something far higher and nobler, or that the things of this 
transitory life are not to be compared to it. If men are to 
look upon it as a return for abstinence here, they will 
naturally look for a repayment in kind. Men’s minds are„ --------- ir a repayment in _____ __

ade so, and will not be persuaded out of their nature into 
csiring to lose one thing and gain another in its place. 

cre is also the lapse of time between the loss and its 
c°uipense to be considered. Man feels his abstinence as 

' yery actual thing. Is the certainty of heaven (though it 
hjCrc assured as a fact of science) a very actual thing to 
jj • Are the thoughts of heaven ever very real to men 1 
've"h ^ar<? rt is to throw away a little actual good which 

hold in our hands, even on the assurance of a much 
ca >,er kenefit to follow. The idea, we may safely say, 
the i rarely strong enough to persuade us to forego 
an°] l) ea.suCes of the hour. The fact is exemplified again 
^ a8ain in life. W e choose intinctively the nearest and 
tion CCrtaari good- If I may be excused a homely illustra-
'vhen

we
we

prefer to sustain 
hungry than

ourselves on broken victuals 
the feast that is beingwe are hungry than await the feast that is being 

Prepared. It is precisely the same with the great promised 
Olupensations of heaven, which most of us would barter 
01 a little comfort to be enjoyed now, when we feel the 
V;wit of it. Faust is not intended to represent a bad man, 

in exchanging his soul for present pleasure he is but 
Piling the natural desire of all men. W e can but 

jossess the present, and most of us are in the habit of
ing t|1Q far fujure take care of itself, 

overrCcotr - anc  ̂ aP)0ve ad such considerations it should be 
ti0ri'3|"’’C(' that reward hereafter cannot truly bo compensa­
te*^ present ills. To be happy at one time does not 
feeiiatr un^appiness of an anterior period. Man’s present 
m0nif  arc all-in-all to him. He lives but, as it were, a 
If, t}jentl P°r the past and future seem like unreal shadows.

. ,n> he experiences a moment of pain, he has suffered; 
plea’ oug h . the next be spent in the most entrancing 
Sca-i'ce]teS> i*1 so sharply divided from the first as to seem 
that ii Iuated. To say that in the past we sorrowed, but 
e*i8tinw Wc experience pleasure, is to define two separately 
I0 not*?» epochs, which do not interact upon each other— 
thon^ ' i ’hterate or annul one another. Pain is grievous, 
thoujk P'Tpiness may follow ; happiness retains its nature, 
that to s?rrows compass it on every side. It may bo said 
bright ■ °i hack on past sorrows when the present is 
COtrifort'l( Prospcrous often brings an added feeling of 
HU the w °i !^on' bt may be so ; but whether memory of 
Sotnethi,, ' s cares aU(l vicissitudes must not also produce 
n°t ir .erX °f •sadness is doubtful. Pain and sorrow are 
are ffiv e /  grievous because of the negation of joy, but 

he id e ‘ - t l y  disliked and feared for their own sake, 
^fiction an aiter-life recompense, therefore, gains no

¡Sent* 01 reason h°r existence from the suffering of thePte,

rC*i •Ueiel*11̂  rewar(l as the ultimate aim of ambition wc 
S i . th(f lOU an*mal principles. The cattle follow us for 
h'S daily h ° rse runs a t̂er the corn-sieve ; our dog awaits

*ith
Hiastci. Ue afc our hands. Yet even the dog will follow

[er out of pure affection, and often clings to him 
dean,U devotion which has been found faithful unto 
in th’ . Shall man prove himself to bo lower than his dog 
hut fT  h° cannot follow that which is higher than himself 
i* UntJ11 seihsh motives of gain and aggrandisemen

“ 'Uo. that any man has been heroic or noble from 
than g jr ives. _ The idea of heaven is more tolerated
Mb-er . If, - year a scientist can work laboriously year
tll° the axPecting no return, seeing his discoveries sink 
H;r .n° s ll.Ss °f things which benefit mankind, but call 
h^dur reniark, the moralist surely can live in a
C * ^ o iu 0p10n- h'00<' i®> at least, partially rewarded 
C(„ 'vhat is "1}08 with genorous fulness. Is heaven to pay 
hi» himS(.]fllea<jy  recompensed? The good man will 
hr, c\vn 1 sufficiently rewarded by the approbation of
traced- the inward
-‘ ■¿e iûaY “ 1' reparation for any loss 
ĥ hioj, U S ,c°Ward. Heaven is tho 

ilio smile

sense of having done right will 
s sustained. This is the 
wages of servitors and 

on the- pale face which greets our

efforts to ameliorate pain ; the look of gratitude from the 
oppressed whom we have befriended ; the warm shake of 
the hand when some noble soul recognises that, though 
weak and erring, we have done our best: these things are 
a full and overflowing reward to all generous hearts. 
Why should we ask for more 1 If we are paid in kind, the 
score is wiped out, and charity ho longer blesses him that 
gives and him that takes. Repaid, we are on a mere 
equality with him whom we have benefited. To have the 
world in one’s debt is to be surpassing rich in inward 
satisfaction. Let us thoroughly recognise the highest 
principle that man can act upon, and learn, as far as in us 
lies, to do the right for righteousness’ sake alone.

D a r i u s .

IGNATIUS LOYOLA ON HELL.

As a set-off to the excerpts from Martin Luther’s Table 
Talk on the Devil, I extract the views of the founder of 
the Society of Jesus on hell. These views are not, like 
those of the Protestant leader, personal ones. They are 
the creed of the company, and are taken from the Spiritual 
Exercises, which have to be meditated upon by every Jesuit 
novice during his thirty days’ retreat. The book almost 
takes the place of the Bible in the eyes of Jesuits, and is 
even said to have been inspired by the Holy Ghost. The 
work is devoted to various religious meditations, the fifth 
of which is on H ell:—

The first prelude gives the composition of place—viz., the 
eyes of the imagination must behold the length, breadth, 
and depth of hell. The second consists in praying for an 
intimate knowledge or consciousness of the sins for which 
the reprobate are suffering ; so that, if ever we should forget 
the love of God, the fear of punishment, at least, should 
restrain us from sin.

The first point is to behold, in imagination, the vast con­
flagration of hell, and the souls therein, enclosed in certain 
flaming bodies, as it were in a prison of fire.

Secondly, to hear, in imagination, the wailings, the shrieks, 
cries, and blasphemies against Christ and his saints issuing 
thence.

Third, thoroughly to smell, even with the smelling of the 
imagination, the smoke, brimstone, and the horrid stench of 
some sewer or filth and rottenness.

Fourthly, to taste in like manner the bitterest things ; such 
as tears, rancour, the worm of conscience.

Fifthly, to touch in a manner those fires, by whose touch 
those very souls are burnt up.

In the colloquy with Christ we must call to mind the 
souls of those who are condemned to hell, either because 
they would not believe in the coming of Christ, or, if they 
believed, did not live in conformity with his precepts, either 
at the same time when Christ lived in this world, or after 
and subsequently. We must then give thanks to the same 
Christ most fervently for not having permitted us to rush 
to such destruction, but rather has, to this very day, treated 
us with clemency and mercy.

Having thus thoroughly immersed the novice in the 
thought of burning hell, he is fitted to become as the 
waxen mould, ready to tako any impress his superiors 
choso to stamp upon him. The Jesuits well know the value 
of tho hellish teaching of Christianity, and would endorse 
the saying of the old Scotch beadle, that “  a kirk without a 
hell is’na worth a damn.” . L U C IA N U S.

The Bible and Truth.
We have proof in the Bible that, apart from the lying 

which constituted false witness and was to the injury of a 
neighbor, there was among tho Hebrews but little reproba­
tion of lying. Indeed, it would be remarkable were it 
otherwise, considering that Jahveh set the example ; as 
when, to ruin Ahab, he commissioned “ a lying spirit” 
(1 Kings xxii. 22) to deceive his prophets; or as when, 
according to Ezekiel xiv. 9, he threatened to use deception 
as a means of vengeance. “ If the prophet be deceived when 
ho hath spoken a thing, 1, the Lora, have deceived that 
prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will 
destroy him from the midst of my ]>oople Israel.” Evidently 
from a race-character, which evolved such a conception of a 
deity’s principles, there naturally came no great regard for 
veracity.—Herbert Spencer, “ Principles o f Ethics,” see. i --v, 
vol. i., p. JpU.
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A C I D  D R O P S .

Me. Haeey Fostee, M.P., intends to move an amendment to 
the Address, regretting that the Queen’s advisers have 
given no promise of “ a policy of justice, fairness, and 
consideration ” towards voluntary schools. Upon this 
matter we have two questions to ask. (1) Is Mr. Harry 
Foster selected, for the purpose of moving this amendment, 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury and his pious gang who 
want to thrust their hands deeper into the ratepayers’ 
pockets? (2) Is this Mr. Harry Foster the company- 
promoter who came so badly out of that libel action against 
the Westminster Gazette 1 i f  these questions are answered 
in the affirmative, we commend this bit of business to the 
attention of Bishop Moorhouse, who ought to work it into 
the next speech he delivers on the immorali ty of Secular 
Education.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has given fresh currency 
to the statement of Bishop Moorhouse, of Manchester, that 
in the colony of Victoria, where the education in the public 
schools is purely secular, crime, and particularly juvenile 
crime, had alarmingly increased during the last ten years. 
The Archbishop’s speech has been much commented upon 
at Melbourne; and, according to a Dalziel telegram, his 
figures as to the criminology of Victoria have been examined 
by Mr. H. Hayter, the Government statistician, who declares 
them to be incorrect.

We never could understand Bishop Moorhouse’s figures 
except as pious efforts of imagination. Twenty years ago 
the Victoria Government stopped the grant of £50,000 a 
year which used to be distributed among the various Chris­
tian denominations. This horrible fact, taken with two 
others—namely, that no Christian minister is allowed to sit 
in the Legislature, and that no religion is allowed to be 
taught in the schools—will probably account for a good deal 
of clerical invention. If you fight priests, you must look out 
for calumny.

Mr. John Itae, in his new volume, Eight Hours for Work, 
gives a very interesting account of Victoria, where the 
eight-hour day is nearly universal. The working men there 
read more, save more, and drink less than they do in 
England. Victoria has actually less crime than any other 
part of Australasia. New South Wales tops the list with 
213 commitments and 139 convictions per 100,000 of popula­
tion. Victoria comes last with 68 commitments and 38 
convictions. In the matter of convictions she shows better 
than England, where the proportion is 44 to every 100,000 
of population. Yet here in England we have the great 
Bishop Moorhouse ; we have also the Bible in the over­
whelming majority of our schools ; we have, further, many 
millions of public money spent in supporting Christianity.

Christian denominations are all alike in their use of 
“ infidel death-bed ” stories. One by one the heroes of 
Freethought are traduced by these black assassins, who 
slay reputations when they can no longer kill lives. Here 
is Pastor James Douglas, of Kenyon Chapel, Brixton, 
printing in his Silent Messenger, which is a very loud liar, 
that the great Ludwig Feuerbach died in “ bewilderment” 
and “ despair,” crying “ Truth ! O Truth ! where is it ?” We 
have asked so many retailers of pious falsehoods for their 
“ authorities ” that we shall not waste our time in putting 
the question afresh to James Douglas. We just look at him 
and pass on.

The Price Hughes gang are playing the “ converted 
Atheist” game again. At the annual meeting of the 
Central Mission, in the Holborn Town Hall, one of those 
veracious Sisters trotted out her rescueu infidel. This is the 
report in the Methodist Times: “ Sister Dorothy did not 
believe in arguing with persons who were opposed to 
Christianity. She had a different way of dealing with 
them. This way she made plain in a fine description of the 
conversion of an Atheist brought to Christ under Air. 
Wakerleys ministry. The subject of her sketch was in the 
congregation.”

Of course we shall never get the name and address of this 
converted Atheist, unless we get it by accident. That lie 
was “ in the congregation ” is easy to affirm, and difficult to 
deny, especially if the man was not there. May be the man 
was there, but was not much of an Atheist before his con­
version ; something like Charles Alfred Gibson, the Atheist 
Shoemaker, who was never known to be an Atheist until 
lie was made into one by Price Hughes and the Sisters who 
“  converted ” him.

Sister Dorothy is wise in not arguing with persons 
opposed to Christianity. Air. Hughes follows the same 
discreet method. But then he is base enough to lie over 
them, and that is carrying discretion to the point of infamy.

The Herts Leader of February 1 gives an illustration of 
the Watford fig-tree, in which a tree is growing out of a 
tomb, the stones of which it has riven asunder. The little, 
legend in connection with it is that the lady buried in the 
vault from which the tree is growing was an Atheist, and 
that on her death-bed she adhered to her tenet, and ex­
pressed a wish that a fig-tree might grow out of her heart 
if there was a God. Of course, the thing is absurd ; but it 
was not thought so by the credulous of the last century, who 
handed the tale down from one to another.

The Leader says : “ When the churchyard was lowered an 
opportunity accidentally presented itself for a peep into this 
vault, and those who embraced that opportunity clearly saw 
that the root of the tree was not in the vault, but in the 
crown of the arch, four or five feet from where the lady s 
heart must have been. A few of the tendrils of the root had 
found their way through the brickwork of the arch, and had 
attached themselves to the bottom of the vault ; and to this 
probably may be attributed its luxuriant growth, as much 
more moisture must be obtained by these tendrils than the 
parts of the root attached to the crown of the arch.” ^9 
doubt the Watford fig-tree serves the pious purpose ot 
making the yokels regard Atheism with horror.

Really we would not be able to get along without our 
parsons. The Railway Review opens out on the Rev. J• 
Wardle-Stafford, who bosses the Wesleyan Chapel at York- 
The members of the York Branch of the Amalgamate« 
Society of Railway Servants asked him to preach a sermon 
in aid of the Orphan Fund. They supplied him with an
Orphan Fund boob and all the necessary literature to ena 
him to speak correctly and fully about the splendid work 
the fund is doing. Instead of which,Wardle-Stafford preachedIH It l I U I 1U  I S  U U I I I g .  X I ll 'S L t Jc iL I  U 1  W H I C H ,  VV cbl U i C - O U t d l U l  U. , I  p

fire and brimstone upon the men and the cause of which tj1̂ 
fund is a part. The collection, which was taken before t u 
sermon, amounted to £11, and Wardle-Stafiord refuses7 - "  - ' - . - , r, C.4-at/i liiuii, tniiuuiitcvA \j\j obii, c*iiu n tiiuic-ijiauuiu 7 h in
give it to the Orphan Fund. He has offered half of R 
the local secretary as a compromise, and the local secreta.J 
has told him rightly enough that he will have none ot. ' 
York is a fine ola city, and contains some fine old curiositi
—Spy. ____

“ What a grim tyrant is money !” exclaims the Rev.
Guy Pearse. No doubt. But how the grim tyrant is s0U° j 
after by all the clerical tribe ! Say to them, “ Silver 
gold I have none,” and they soon drop your acquaintanc

The Rev. Samuel Smith, rector of Landulph, sued v,<r 
Rev. F. G. May, rector of St. Alellion, Cornwall, for bur.V  ̂
one of his parishioners anti not handing over the fees.
WHO V I 11X0 JMH lo m v u v i  IJ MH1V* now w ----  „ .ItlBl
Letters were put in, in which the plaintiff called detei i 
“ a sacerdotal snob,” and said : “ I will put him in cour ^  . 
see him damned.” To prevent misunderstanding, heaa^e9r 
“  Lest some pig-headed people should think this is a ? 
word, I beg to observe that I use the word damn j, jng) 
proper sense.” The plaintiff got as damages one fai ^ong 
and may consider himself damned by the observ 
which the judge made on the case.

The clergy in South Africa are complaining of P°' 
and, at the Graham’s Town Diocesan Synod, seem o’ j)0w' 
given their entire attention to the im portant ouestion^ ]iis 
to improve their worldly position. The Bishop ga pe 
opinion that the stipend of a married clergyman s h o * ^  
at least £400, but did not offer anything himselt to 
seeing that it reached this amount.___  ^

We have here a Christian Social Union, which
a good deal 
Socialism.

evidence at the propaganda of of
we notice that. Die (! S.IT. says notfirst

f r a t e r n i t y , tjieSeequality of clerical incomes. If they would iifshouh1
ownlevelling matters among their ........... ......., s

have more faith in the consistency of the pnncip 
Socialists of the cloth.

Portland, 111 j,.l(l
‘ wh°An attempt to rob a bank was made at F o r tta n m ^ ac 

Francisco, by a Baptist minister, named Reid, '  0llipf
disguised himself for the purpose. He e n t e r e d J j o .Jdalone,
up his haml^whUo Fashier> who was alu" jReid was puttin- .ln *vWas )<:mS bound and gagged. jg- . . putting all the coin on which ho could W  ‘ue• enteredhands into a sack, a cashier of another bank en 1 
office with a shot gun, and Reid had to give himsei up*

T r ^ SAir. Franklin Steiner has recently given in the -  sik^'.j 
particulars of the religious status of the convicts ^ ere
United States penitentiaries and in Canada, a. ft 
from official reports, all made by parties la tho 
Christianity. The total list embraces 33,168- gu n «^  
who were members of churches, or were taugn tw° a.y 
schools, there were 29,906. Of the remaining -V ^  gi** i 
reported Atheists, and one an Infidel. He reP, ĵ1(;ists a 
preachers in one penitentiary as there are 1 
Infidels in seventeen.
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. Mr. Steiner quotes the following from the Christian 
Advocate, a leading Methodist organ : “ In Sing Sing there 
are 1,515 men. There are among them about one hundred 
ttjea who, in the past, have been connected with Protestant 
churches as members. There are at least fifty who have 
onfessed their sinfulness, and have professed to find God’s 

nv°r- _ Of all those 1,515 men fifty-five per cent, are Roman 
atholics, and forty-five per cent, nominally are Protestants, 
t the whole number ninety per cent, went to Sunday 

chool when boys.”

s i'd'jhn O. Quigley, the Wall-street broker, whose whole- 
le forgeries have been the sensation of New York, and 

Vj, 0 now remitted to Sing Sing Prison for fifteen years, 
,as the son of a Methodist minister, and as remarkable for 

1 °ty as Jabez Balfour and his colleagues.

Ihe Montreal Daily Star (January 24) says “ Christian 
r c>e_nce ” was responsible for the death c TT--------1

Moo
of M rs. Hammel 

drowning herself.n, ' “Ore, who committed suicide by 
hcistian Science” taught her that the mind had complete

t ei r  over the body, but her corpse testifies to the contrary. 
6 jury in the case found that she walked into the river

^uliberately of her own will, the said Mrs. Moore not being 
Say 0.Und mind, but distracted and despondent. We, theJjound
W  further find that her despondency was caused by 
'loct • v*n8 taken up with a pernicious and dangerous 
the -rine ca.bed ‘ Christian Science,’ which said doctrine we, 

(]u!'y,.wish most emphatically to denounce and repudiate 
ûlU Y t”ive an<̂  dangerous in the extreme to any com-

curjana Boecker, the one lady rescued from the “ Elbe,” 
tnp «iSjy displayed her piety in her letter to the captain of 
rJtlr I 'l ildflower,” who picked her up. She said : “ Next to
0ur--u r favenly Father, I owe my safety 
°̂r\he ;-Vetl y Father does not seem t<

to you and the crew.” 
to have had much care

Ogg“13 lcu>nense majority of Miss lloecker’s fellow passengers. 
Sipt;ci,'l°u'd think modesty would make her silent as to his 
his for herself while drowning so many others of

Vuudren.
Thaoouunf,a )̂ers during the past week have been filled with 

'Veatli °f heartrending sufferings through the severe 
W o ?r' fn several cases omnibus drivers and cabmen

S f c , ' ™ ” _________________
?f * £  in large numbers, children have had to loe dug out

W e W ‘_ several cases omnibus
to death in their seats, and numerous 

e succumbed to the cold. Sheep and game have

W tl • ’ schools, and the ranks of the unemployed have 
““q ;t| c*eased so much that the ordinary channels hav 

adequate to cope with the distress.
^ot (.a rnauJ,l y England has suffered from the weather’s severity. 

W e l '  countries it has been far worse. In Austria there 
W  tree n̂ forty degrees of frost. The dead birds fall from 

W .v 'a*U tnany human beings have died from exposure. 
■ ip w f 1 vv°lves have attacked women and children on 

villag6s y fo church, and in Poland also they attack the 
Wuiak ln herds, and carry off children and domestic

i f e i r j W i h ___________
tin i^oBraska. In Nova Scotia small houses and shops 

frigate *iaci1 ilav(! been blown into the sea. 
f i o r i d a tho damage 
o^arirR J,cies tlle loss

" Si^plv Lye?r!in«  C£-......... —  r ----------- ----------- ,  —
! Uudgr ̂the ^ PaPers> and yet credit that all things

Jn America they have had severe blizzards, 
many lives, an entire family being frozen to

A moderate
e done to fruits and vegetables in

-«■«as f • -----at ten million dollars. In Texas
aa sirrml, yearling cattle have perished. How any oneFCa<(l ’thft Turner« n.nrl \rof-. prprli’ f-.

' superintendence of a Divine Providence, is
Ute,
Mystery.

fbey have had a revival of cholera, and 
e<l bv h, ajthquake shocks, eleven persons having been 

„ y tho fall of an avalanche.

< | > v s sj sb 111 speaking of God’s providential care for 
TwaW al v,?Te<t a very limited acquaintance with the facts 
^ h o l e f , 01?- ft. is now well established that birds 
as lQUs and ln their annual migrations; they drop by 

'Ve have j 0ci tmcs not notice. In severe weather, sucli 
uad recently, birds are deprived of their 
and the consequence is that myriads on

-

'-«O t; , wuomucuV/O L/llt»U UIJ1UVUO Wll
11 ri to (If.... i ®heer starvation, while others are literally 

ath by the intense cold.
C o f f in
cQnflJ®en com hi arish Church, St. Bartholomew, Chesterfield, 
 ̂hcWt'ation i e destroyed by fire; the Lord letting the 

bfj.igb’’ covero(j ea k̂̂ out in his house when the roads wore 
The with snow and all the hydrants wereOaf * , " wUU «111 Lilt? llJVHUiU 13 Wbl U

110 and  ̂16 veatry, containing valuable deeds,
, or Yas red-hot. Evidently there will be

°n asb îstor ' n ff ‘acfes> uul°ss the characters are

th,
;°ti,

fn TTrW  fro WSG of God, at 1 lucclecote, near Gloucester,
>5ht

1 1 C* u l l Ubblt/btHl , Uv «VI ' TlDUbl •
ad y , coho stoves half suffocated the congrega- 
N ickTdamed >̂ê ino fainting. Perhaps she

come at last.

Some sorts of Christian charity are as cold as the weather. 
An Edmonton correspondent tells us of a poor woman whose 
husband was at home suffering from consumption, and who 
applied, not vainly, to a Freethinker for help. On being 
asked what the district visitor had done for her, she replied 
that she had called and left a Church magazine. This for a 
woman who had only one sheet to cover herself, her husband, 
and four children ! ____ •

Jules Csesar Aubourg, a Civil Service clerk who has been 
figuring in the Divorce Court, is a peculiar gentleman. 
Besides making his wife a drudge, keeping her short of 
money, and urging the children to treat her disrespectfully, 
he brought a Miss Sharp into the house. He used to go 
into Miss Sharp’s room, but then it was only to read prayers ! 
Pah ! An ounce of civet, good apothecary !

The Rev. Herbert Gregory is a fit companion for Jules 
Ctesar Aubourg. This man of God, in defending himself 
against dreadful charges of cruelty and adultery brought 
against him by his wife, was pulled up by Lord Justice 
Lopes, who hinted something about perjury and the Public 
Prosecutor; whereupon Saint Gregory caved in, and a 
decree nisi was granted forthwith.

The Library and Arts Committee of the Liverpool Cor­
poration, which refused the Picton Lecture Hall for the 
N.S.S. Conference, have let the Walker Art Gallery for an 
exhibition to further the objects of the London Society for 
Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. The Society 
has been misdescribed as the “ London Jews’ Society” in the 
announcements.

According to the Jewish Chronicle, the agents of the London 
Missionary Society do not stick at invoking the aid of the 
law to assist them in their gospel work among the Jews. 
In Poland, for instance, they always claim “ police pro­
tection ” for their blessed work as soon as they arrive. 
Accordingly, when a Jew thus coerced to accept a copy of 
the New Testament burns it, he is promptly arrested, and 
we are left to hope that he is not sent to Siberia.

“ In Wolkovitz the missionaries put up at the Jewish 
hotel, and because the landlord refused to profane his 
Sabbath for the convenience of Christian visitors they apply 
to the police again. Those obliging authorities undertake 
to post up the bills ‘ inviting’ Jews to attend the missionary 
service ; and the Chief of Police himself attends to protect 
the good man from insult. So another Jew is arrested—for 
expressing his opinion to his own people on these doings, 
and the landlady tells her amiable guests to leave. Of 
course, they appeal to their powerful friends, ‘ and [it is 
from an English missionary journal that the Jewish Chronicle 
quotes] nolens volens she was obliged, not only to keep us, 
but to find accommodation for the “ accursed ” books on her 
premises.’ ” ____

After this triumph, however, they feared that “ the Jews 
would not accept our New Testaments, so gave several 
hundred over to the police, who would gradually get them 
into Jewish hands.” Those hapless Russian Jews! Heathens 
and Atheists pity them, but these devoted Christians pile 
yet more trouble and sorrow on their heads.

Virchand R. Gandhi, the representative of the Jains of 
India at tho Parliament of Religions, says that it is only 
among the lowest classes that the missionaries can make 
converts, for every intelligent Hindoo knows the spurious 
origin of Christianity, and that its precepts were borrowed 
from India.

Christianity is a divine religion, but it needs certain 
adjuncts to keep it afloat. The negroes of Hayti have been 
Christianised for a long while, yet, under native rule, 
thousands of them have given up Christianity and replaced 
it by Voodooism and fetish worship. Many think that, if 
the West Indies was deserted by the whites, the punctilious 
church attendance of the negroes would soon be replaced by 
savage fetish dances.

Another case of insane fanaticism is reported from Con­
stantinople. A Turkish soldier suddenly sallied forth from 
his quarters with a naked sword in his hand. Uttering 
cries of “ Allah!” he rushed through the crowded streets 
slashing madly at men and women alike. He was finally 
seized, but not until he had inflicted mortal wounds upon 
five men and serious injuries upon eleven men and three 
women. Unless diluted with Secularism, religion is about 
as virulent as typhoid fever.

According to some otficial data just published, it appears 
that during the ton years, 1884-i)t, no fewer than ITS 
German Lutheran pastors were placed upon their trial 
before the Baltic Criminal Courts on various alleged charges 
of infringement of the Russian State Church regulations. 
One pastor died in prison. A considerable number have
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transferred their labors to the German side of the frontier 
to be out of the way of their fellow Christians of the ortho­
dox Greek Church.

It was announced that the new Czar was going to be ever 
so much more Liberal than his father. It does not look like 
it. The Ruskaia Zhizu, one of the Liberal papers, has been 
suppressed. This journal had already suffered repeated 
penalties for its advocacy of reform, and finally called down 
upon itself the displeasure of the Government by protesting 
against the exclusion of Freethinkers from the benefits of a 
fund in aid of needy literary men.

According to the special correspondent whom Reuter’s 
Agency sent to Armenia to report on the alleged atrocities, 
there is little or nothing to choose between Christian Arme­
nians and Moslem Turks. They both want the influences 
of secular civilisation to moderate their fanaticism.

Thurgau is a small canton, but its folk have a great repute 
for a singular wit. The Bader Nachrichten supplies us with 
the latest instance of a “ Thurgauer joke.” A rich old 
bachelor died last December in a village in Canton Schaff- 
hausen ; and, as the story goes, he bequeathed all his 
property to three old friends, one of whom was a Züricher, 
the second a St. Galler, and a third a Thurgauer. He 
expressed a wish that they should all take a last look at his 
corpse before following him to the grave, and that each 
should deposit a sum of 200 francs in his coffin, to be buried 
with him, according to a pre-historic custom. After the 
funeral one of the three friends, the Züricher, was anxious 
to learn whether the other two had loyally complied with 
the wish of the departed. “ I placed my 200 francs in the 
coffin,” he said, “ in five-franc pieces.” “ And I,” said the 
St. Galler, “  put in a 200-franc bank-note.” “ I am thoroughly 
convinced of your fidelity,” said the Thurgauer, “ for I have 
taken out your 400 francs, and have placed in the hand of 
our dear friend a cheque for 600 francs, payable in heaven.” 
— Westminster Gazette. ____

A story is told of a Roman Catholic priest whose sermons 
are usually of a practical kind. On entering the pulpit he 
took with him a walnut to illustrate the character of the 
various Christian Churches. He told the people the shell was 
tasteless and valueless ; that was the Wesleyan Church. The 
skin was nauseous, disagreeable, and worthless; that was 
the Presbyterian Church. He then said he would show 
them the holy Roman Apostolic Church. He cracked the 
nut for the kernel, and found it rotten. Then his reverence 
coughed violently and pronounced the benediction.

The Unitarians in connection with a “  forward movement ” 
have published A Brief Account o f Unitarianism. We see 
that they claim among adherents the name of R. W. Emerson. 
A reference to the lives of Emerson, by either Cooke or 
Conway, will show that he was outside all the Churches. 
T. JefFerson is also claimed, and he was a Deist, though he 
doubtless attended Unitarian services occasionally.

In the good old gospel days circumstances were managed 
so “ that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of by the 
prophet” ; but now-a-days things go on without any regard 
to these gentry. Last year there were to have been lots of 
earthquakes, and this year no snow ; while Prophet Baxter 
has to shift on his date for the great wars and confederacy 
of ten kingdoms. Baxter, however, only shares the fate of 
all the many of his predecessors who have predicted the end 
of the world. Even Paul, who in his First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians had declared that “ we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air,” found it well to hedge, and to 
say that first of all the man of sin must be revealed—the son 
of perdition. Jesus Christ promised there were those stand­
ing around who should not taste of death till they saw him 
coming in his kingdom. As he was so ^regiously mistaken, 
we cannot wonder at the minor delusions of his followers.

Tli& Progressive Thinker asks : “ Had six days been given 
to God and only one to productive labor, where would the 
money come from to pay the preacher 1 Things might be 
worse. One day in seven set apart to the service of God, 
?ix “ ays m seven to practical life, is a great deal better than 
if all time was wasted on an abstraction.”

Evidently there are some Americans who do not appre- 
Pjate free institutions. There is, for instance, the Rev. I)r. 
Williams, who writes thus to the Baltimore American in 
regard to Ingersoll : “ Now, considering the appalling
wretchedness that a gifted writer and an attractive orator 
may bring to many, we think, no matter how much we 
believe in free speech and an untrammelled press, that his 
lips should be closed and his pen stopped in such terrible 
work.

I he Rev. Dr Williams ought to know that, the only means 
to stop r rcethinkers expressing their thoughts are those

used by the Inquisition. To close the lips of all the Free­
thinkers in the United States would be a task beyond the 
power of Mr. Williams and all his fellow sky-pilots. He is> 
we understand, a Presbyterian, and perhaps regrets thedays 
when his leader, Jean Calvin, burnt Servetus at a green-tree 
fire. That was an effectual way of closing the lips of aD 
opponent.

i Local Vetoists sometimes assume that, once the question of 
Sunday closing is put to the decision of the popular vote, 
their object will sure to be attained. Let them look at 
Cardiff, where the Western Mail has just taken a house-to- 
house vote, by means of voting cards, with the result that, 
out of 18,606 electors whose names appear on the lasi 
municipal register of the town, 8,553 were in favor oi 
“ amending the Welsh Sunday Closing Act, so as to per» 11 
of the licensed houses in Cardiff being opened on Sunday s 
for one hour at dinner time, and between the hours of eigW 
and ten in the evening.” The “  Noes ” only numbered 2,5"4’ 
the remainder of the electorate being either neutral or 
giving no account of themselves. This plebiscite appears to 
have been conducted very carefully, and is certainly a“ 
index to public opinion on Sunday closing.

Arguing in favor of written as preferable^ to extenff* 
sermons, though Baxter glories in the burning for wi v 
craft of “ an old reading parson ” in the days of 
Hopkins, the Daily News says : A Scot has been hear 
say, from the pulpit, that eternal punishment is ‘ excee g 
abundant, above all we can ask or hope.’ Another has W ^  
Heaven to ‘ keep one eye on thy servant, the ministerot 
parish.’ These things, and a great many others of the s 
sort, could never have been soberly written down, and 
read.”

ofLord Grimthorpe, who is Vicar-General of the dioces . g 
York, makes a strong attack upon his Archbishop ,in 0f 
Nineteenth Century anent the question of the re-marriâ .jjg 
innocent divorced persons. Christians have been quarre 
on the subject through the ages, and it is no wonder, to 3US 
Gospels themselves variously report the teachings 
on the matter.

The Church Times has been noticing some cases of ff ’̂ y. 
penances performed at churcli within the present ce 
One which took place at Begeley, Pembrokeshire, is aI1_\ctory 
In 1844 the person who supplied the stone for the r . #

iH'dkhad a dispute with the rector, and was abusive 
punishment, he had the choice of doing penance 01 vallce0 
prosecuted. He chose the former, and on Sunday' “ I 
down the church in a white sheet, saying three tun ■ i Jfj 
called the Rev. It. Buckley a rogue he added each 
sutto voce, “ which is true enough.”

°nFrom their pulpits and i_ , i,„s
The American men of God are ontcrin; 

against the Sunday papers. From their pulpits anu y" ĵ,os« 
the Christian Statesman they preach a boycott ot 
papers which issue a Sunday edition, and of the adv jjj.c 
who patronise their columns. The effort is a good dc 
that of Mrs. Partington to mop up the Atlantic.

l0H f‘th®viuuuua uuu-u-bt I11**,)' D.y LUU ** v-
dramatist, Signor Antona-Traversi, has been PuC ^ e i?*  
stage of the Sannazzaro Theatre at Naples. An tb?i1' 
father and Catholic mother, workpeople, _ have NVhil° 
only son, an infant who has not been baptised ; aI1 ’ 
the little corpse is awaiting burial, the parents iU’jiat;cdi.fS 
whether it shall have Christian sepulture or be crem .»ik- 
the father wishes. The deep grief of the mother E  pj »t 
A parish priest comes to bless the house, as is the c ^ ¡p o  
Easter. lie  bestows a benediction on the corps®,jg wif®' 
the scenes), and the father yields to the prayers ot...0aderi. , 
The artistic value of the piece (writes our correJjjf0 
consists in the psychological condition of free-thi»kp
passionately loves her Atheist, or rather -- , g 1S ,
husband, who is herself a sincere Christian, and '  W0rl°' 
of anxiety for the future of her child in the ot ' to 
The language of the married couple is ,u:u<(i’!’t.ed to 
elevated for people of the class they are repress j(y a 
The short piece was enthusiastically applaud? ciui0s- 
house, and the author called before the curtain eig 
Daily News. ____ j j,y

In Egypt, Tanta, “ the city of healing,” is
d
d

over 200,000 pilgrims. This Lourdes of the East is Jj in f 
Seyvid, a Moslem saint, that has for 800 years  ̂ Id1K j r ^ V l U ,  U* XT1U31C1I1 S r U I l l / ,  L I lc lL  I l c iS  IU L  O W  J  ~ \ ( X

mosque, and to which every day a crowd ot )|00pleSi '.¡d 
are led. Credulity is the same among 11 0£
doubtless the list of miraculous cures at the 
is a pretentious one.

^ t i r y m i f  fthe tho ^tter tlw
^ r t ’ Whjjg nen. for, according to the > j

s u n r ^ 'V  of ndultevZtod milk
Iposetho inspector inn's 0,1 'Sll"days it rises to -l.;.n̂ y i “ tor u  not expected round on the Lord s W
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, February 17, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London : 
’ “ Mr. Balfour’s Plea for Belief.”

si 'Fcdnesday, February 20, Hall of Scioncc, Old-street, L.G. : 
'«>  “  Shakespeare’s Golden Comedy of .Is  You Like I t .”

February 24, Hall of Science.
March 3, Camberwell; 10, Sunderland.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

,,1' Luahlks W atts’s E ngagements.— February 17, Plymouth ;
Nowcastle-on-Tync. March 3, Manchester. April 7, Sheffield. 

A ' communications for Mr. W atts should be sent to him (if 
a reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be 

^ '‘dosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S .W .
wTUre N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 

j  Uosday, or they will not be inserted.
\V ó Fisher.— T hanks. May be useful.
^ • S imons.— Obliged. See paragraphs.

¿ - T h e  Church accommodation in W ales, as givon in the 
.fm°¿ Year Book of the Church of England, is no more than , Mb,000.W T

‘,~Marlyle meant, of course, that it was scepticism which had 
¡^abolished hell-fire.”  Not the thing, but the belief in it, which 

\y I ter all the practical reality, so far as this life is concerned, 
j  ‘ Volley.— T he jiassage occurs in M ill’s essay, On Liberty.

Vo ,ÎAAi;aar1>.— There is some truth in your observations, but 
nar °  n°k sufficiently allow for the great differences in the two 

Our Churches have, all of them, fixed creeds, to which 
¡|1,ni8’'ers must subscribe. Besides, there are enormous vested 

g ercsts bound up with orthodoxy, 
g Y J}' B a ly -— Thanks for cuttings.

■ Gray .— See “  Acid Drops.”1 Cou]Gui 1 rtney .— Y ou have not sent the address.
A j )lA)RU, S urrey. — A re there any saints in this neighborhood? 
if (?n< on lecturer is there for a few weeks, and should be utilised 
aj (, ' ero *s an opportunity. W o shall be glad to forward his 

If.S n to anA Freethinker in the neighborhood.

0s

^ ------J  A1WVU1UIVI/L All 1/110 UVU 11VUVA.

Wk ,B enevolent F und .— M iss E. M. Vance acknowledges :
£1 w reen Brancfi, 10s. ; J. D .. ..........................................  ‘

A. Lupton, 10s.
,lARL
led «s W a

Feilding, 10s.; W . Clarkson, 
Cast-off clothing is greatly needed.

atts’s Election Fund.— G. W ard, treasurer, acknow- 
j  A^os :—I>er Miss Vanco, W . Clarkson, £1.
\y • Stafford.—Shall appear.

Trs Election F und Deficit.—E. P. 42 sends us a second
Ee«Wrlptmnof£l , , ,

• 42.-T h a n k s  for your assistance. It is a  wonder the London 
T 'lo not wipe off the deficit on the W atts Election Punch 
lJ ’ 'etter by Mr. Gladstone, which you refer to, was used on 
fitbalf of Mr. W atts’s candidature in Finsbury, and will bo 

j  ,ru :lhrain in future struggles. . . .
AK A' Kkay— You had bettor trust to tho figures in tho Bible 

t>, SUrt"t ie s ” part of our Bible Handbook.
Received. — Cape Times— Reading Observer— Two \V orl s 

A.r >er Jfi® e  Teufel-Freidenker— Western Plgaro— Melbourne 
uRfi-irish W eekly— Ulster Examiner— Lindsey Star— Montreal 

Bhir— Progressive Thinker— Truthseeker Lc uefiUa.P rPl ' * V6 ‘ VOOIYO AllllUVGL ----- AlUl/UiSUGIVOl

Whiles ¿n ou gh t— Blackpool Gazette and Nows— Islo of Man 
Letter f Lrescont— Islamic World.
„ 28 gi. °r the Editor of tho Freethinker should bo addrossod to 
0HDI5, ^ ; ecuttcr-stroct, London, E.C.
, fifittor M,r "tfiraturo should bo sont to Mr. R. P'order, 28 Stone- 
The al.'8 , efit, E.C.

^ th in k er  will bo forwarded, diroct from tho publishing 
« .p o s t  froo, at tho following rates, prepaid :— One i  car, 
0(l- 1 Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Throo Months, 2s. 8d.

fiffie,
ylÖS.
^kEspnv, <». ou. ;
¡• .d W M  should reach i

Sc.
-ssirod ”7 ° “ uu*u reacn us not later than Tuesday if a reply 

t'U th0 f ,.ln the current issue. Otherwiso tho reply stands ovor
°  «flow in g  week.AU;

overy sue-
Qp . 'O »»WVJAK.

Cefidiiiu fDVERTISEMENTS-— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; - ,,
ColUtJ»  ten words, 6d. Displayed Adcertieements .— (Narrow 
Bffiad p ?n°  iufih, 3s. ; half column, 15s. ; column, £1 10s. 

“« w n — ono inch, 4s. 6d. ; half column, £1 2s. 6d. •Cl . - - 1
colahr , Rn> £2 5 ,, 0 .men, 4s. bd. ; halt co

. hfiinr, Cn~ ,°M' Spocial terms for repetitions,
Post-offico regulations to announco on the 

n»*~.i ©nth© subscription is duo, subscribers will receive 
ln a colored wrapper when their subscription

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Case ..A. tl'-uo Ltken by cjlscs before it on the list, tl 
\V(;C{ ffiaclie,] cvil8.tho London Hall of Science has not y< 
kiy "«aday °tlce that it will be heard some time c 
„ '^Parin' Thursday (Fet iruary 13, 14) reaches us as v 

" to g0 to press with this number of

Freethinker. The full report of the proceedings, which we 
have arranged for, cannot therefore appear until our next 
issue.

Mr. Robert Forder took Mr. Foote’s place at the London 
Hall of Science on Sunday evening, the latter having caught 
a cold, which, though not serious, was quite sufficient to keep 
him indoors, and certainly from lecturing in such bitter 
weather. Mr. Foote expects to be all right for platform 
work again this evening (February 17). when he will 
discourse on “ Mr. Balfour’s Plea for Belief. The Rt. Hon. 
A. J. Balfour, the Tory leader in the House of Commons, has 
just issued a big and costly book, entitled The Foundations 
of Belief, and it is this book which Mr. Foote will criticise.

On the following Wednesday (February 20) Mr. Foote will 
lecture upon, ana give selections from, “ Skakespeare’s 
Golden Comedy of As You Like It."

Mr. Charles Watts had a good audience and a most 
enthusiastic reception last Sunday evening at the Camber­
well Branch of the N.S.S. At the conclusion of his lecture 
he received quite an ovation, and was urged to visit the 
Branch again at an early date. The Camberwell friends 
deserve support, for they have an attractive hall and many 
active workers.

To-day (Sunday, February 17) Mr. Watts lectures three 
times at Plymouth.

Leave has been asked to form an N.S.S. Branch in Burma, 
where clericalism is creeping along stealthily, and where 
education—with the exception of a neutral Government 
college—is entirely in the hands of the religious parties. 
There seems to be a number of Freethinkers scattered over 
Burma, and it is believed that, if they were united, they 
would be able to wield some influence.

Bishop Gimyo Adache, a Buddhist missionary from Japan, 
has arrived at San Francisco. His object is to preach the 
faith as it is in Gautama the enlightened, and to bring 
benighted Christians to the practice of virtue without hope 
of reward. Gimyo Adache is but only twenty-five years 
old, but he has already built one temple at Kioto, and 
intends to erect one in America. He says: “  When
Americans see the be^ity and goodness of my faith, they 
will wish to learn it, and many will become Buddhists of my 
order.” Incidentally he will prevent Japanese in America 
from seceding to the Christian faith.

The Buddhist faith has no sacrifices or atonement; no 
Jew Shylock Cod, who will have his pound of flesh, even if 
ho takes it out of his own begotten son. Such salvation as 
it offers has to be achieved Dy each individual for him or 
herself, and not in reliance on the merits of any other 
person. Altogether we fancy the Americans will be none 
the worse for the preaching of Bishop Gimyo Adache.

The llev. B. C. Fillingham, who is vicar of Hexton, 
Ampthill, Bedfordshire, is an almost solitary advocate of 
Disestablishment among the clergy. In a letter to the 
Daily News, after citing the Acts of Elizabeth, whereby all 
who remained members of the pre-Reformation Church were 
deprived of their benefices, dignities, and emoluments, and 
these were handed over to the post-Reformation Church 
(which declared her predecessors to have been sunk in 
“  damnable idolatry,” and rejected her principal services as 
“ blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits ”), he says: 
“ Those who are content to enjoy the proceeds of the ais- 
endowment of the Church of Rome must not, for very 
shame’s sake, talk of sacrilege when it is proposed to deal 
similarly with the Church of England.”

We think Mr. Fillingham and Lord Rosebery are both at 
sea in alluding to the claims of the Roman Church to English 
religious endowments. The true position is that the nation 
can at any time do what it likes with its own. Even Bishop 
Butler saw; and said, that no property could be gifted in 
perpetuity irrespective of the needs of posterity. “ Property 
in general,” he says. “ is, and must be, regulated by the laws 
of the community.” The statutes of mortmain suffice to 
show that the State has ever held religious endowments 
under stricter conditions than any other kind of property.

Miss Susan B. Anthony, who has been re-elected President 
of the National Woman Suffrage Association of America, 
is seventy-four years of age, but does not look it. Her figure 
is still as straight as a dart, and her eyes alert and bright. 
The oldest thing about her is the way she wears her heavy 
load of hair, which is combed, in soft white folds, over tho 
tips of her ears, in the manner of a former generation. 
Her manners are charmingly fresh and young, and her 
enthusiasm for women’s rights uudimmed. Like her 
veteran colleague, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, she is a down­
right Freethinker.
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A Bill has been brought before the Legislature of Michigan 
proposing that churches shall be taxed the same as other 
property. This is a step in the right direction, for, although 
there is said to be no connection between Church and State, 
the Church virtually obtains millions of dollars by its 
exemption from taxation.

The Daily News, noticing Mr. Dobell’s edition of the 
complete works of James Thomson, says of his City of 
Dreadful Night: “ It ranks with Omar Khayyam’s Ruhai’yat 
as a lyrical expression of despair, and it strikes a deeper 
note.” ____

In the western part of Washington Territory there is a 
grand mountain, about 5,000 feet high, known as Mount 
Ingersoll. Locally it bears the appellation of “ Colonel 
Bob.” ____

Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture, “ Which Way V recently 
delivered to a crowded audience in Columbia Theatre, 
Chicago, will be reprinted in an early issue of the Freethinker 
from the Progressive Thinker. The report seems to be 
verbatim as far as it goes, but it can hardly contain all the 
Colonel’s afternoon lecture. Probably it comprises the 
freshest and most important passages.

A P A R S O N .

A parson is a person, mild and bland,
Who’s paid to preach whatanone can understand ;
He undertakes to solve divine enigmas,
And rescue souls from Satan’s sinful stigmas;
All free of charge, eternal-life he’s giving 
To dying men, from whom he seeks his living ;
He booms the heav’n above, to which they’ll go 
Tf they’ll provide for him on earth below.
Says he : “ Our home’s in heav’n, there’s not a doubt of i t ! 
But, meanwhile, do your best to keep me—out of it.”

The book he calls the “ Word of God ” he reads 
For texts to sanction all his words and deeds ;
To whatsoe’er his heart may be fticlined 
A friendly text within the book he’ll find :
Ev’n texts that seem to contradict his thesis 
Support it, when illumed by exegesis ;
The handy texts need no illumination,
The awkward ones require interpretation.
Approving texts are always clear and logical ;
The doubtful ones are always anagogical.

He turns a page to find a friendly text,
But sees a hostile one, so turns the next;
Tf Paul condemns, so much the worse for Paul—
He jiasses on, nor quotes from him at all.
To hide’s discreet, when quoting’s not discreeter.
So Paul’s suppressed for James, or John, or Peter.
If Gospel-texts condemn his pet behavior,
J le quotes from Paul to controvert his Savior.
If critics quote from Moses, he’ll reply 
By quoting Christ, whom erst he did deny ;
And if they quote from Christ, he’ll quote from Paul, 
And yet maintain that Christ is all-in-all !
Quote ’gainst him Christ, Paul, Peter, John, and James, 
He’ll say you’re “ dead in sin,” and call you names,
Or say, with pious pity in his eye,
“  You’ll see your error when you come to die 1”

His Book’s to “ all men, all things,” so he finds 
Forev’ry text that loosens one that binds.
Whate’er he does or says—resists, s' Jmits—
In Holy Writ he finds a verse that fits.
The Book's convenient, so’s a feather-bed ;

ou squeeze it here, it bulges there instead,
And shapes itself to every drowsy head.

He 11 praise a bad deed, or a good asperse,
With warranty of chapter and of verse ;
Through all the ethic gamut he will run 
Amuck, and wash himself with texts, when done;
And say, should any stains persist uncleaned and ugly : 
“ Christ’s precious blood will wash them ¡’’smiling smugly.

A parson is a person mild and bland,
The sweetest-mannered humbug in the land !

G. L. Mackenzie.

Only a few weeks ago a lecturer at a big meeting gave 
utterance to the following : “ All along the untrodden paths 
of the future we can see the hidden footprints of an unseen 
Hand.”

February 17, 1895.

SOME LITTLE-KNOWN FREETHINKERS.—W*

William John Biecii.
It was only in his old age that I had the pleasure of knowing 
Mr. Birch. His appearance was truly venerable, and his 
portrait (which adorns my room) is always remarked as that 
of an extremely fine-looking old man. Mr. Birch was born 
of a well-to-do family on January 4, 1811. He was educated 
at Baliol College, Oxford, and graduated M.A. at New Inn 
Hall. He became a barrister-at-law, but was never under 
the necessity of practising for a livelihood.V , i l c y c o o l , ' J '  1 «  C k V l/ A O illg  J .V 1 a, . 1 .  .  . . . . . . . . . . .

During the prosecution of the Oracle o f Reason, in 1842, 
Mr. Birch came forward as a generous supporter of that 
paper and of the Anti-Persecution Union. He contributed“ Theto C. Southwell’s Investigator valuable articles on 
Blasphemy Laws ” and on “ Money the Motive in the History 
of England.” He also wrote in the Movement, the Reason* > 
and tlie Nation/xl Reformer. To him Mr. Holyoake dedicate^ 
Yds Last Trial for Atheism, as “ a friend who was twice  ̂
friend, who helped us when we were unknown an 
struggling.” Through his liberality “  The Library  ̂
Reason ”—a valuable set of reprints from Hume, Spin02 ’ 
Hibbert, Ensor, Burdon, Southwell, Strauss, Lyell, etc. 
issued, edited by W. Chilton. The Reasoner and the puD 
cations of the Fleet-street House, under Mr. Holyoake, we 
also aided by his ever generous assistance. On one occata 
he gave Mr. Holyoake 600 acres of land in Canada, with ^  
purpose of forwarding Secularism ; but when the bum 
Mr. Birch’s large fortune was lost Mr. Holyoake return 
the land-script. • .,<

In 1848 Mr. Birch published his principal work, l
into the Philosophy and Religion of Shakespeare. Mr.-®1 
held that Shakespeare was a sceptic in regard to a nit' £ 
life, and devoid of reverence for the fundamental dogma®  ̂
religion. This position lie endeavors to substantiate hJC 
thorough examination both of his dramas and poems. . a 
also wrote a work on The Real and the Ideal; and 1 .jje 
pamphlet, Paulan Idea not a Fact, first questioned . 
existence of the Apostles to the Gentiles. In 1856 he P ^  
lished An Inquiry into the Philosophy and R eligif1 ° I -e3 
Bible. In his preface he states: “ The principal _inq1« 
in this book are the sum of what is taught in the Bible a 
a God, a Providence, and a future state ; the Messianic '  ̂
religion, and morality; the nature of things and ot ^
We still inquire whether God and Christ are ideas mj

, God 
"in this

__________  should
morality, and not in religion. He says : “ Nothing cr^ en 
such a difference between mankind as religion. I  here . . 
would be nothing but love between individuals, ^
from their natural disposition, if they were not s e v e :0u, 
— ii~i—  A „ *1.—  A.-,i V.’,--------„  will,out religlu„.

or, in other words, whether they personally existed- ■ a 
shall inquire whether the Bible is a revelation of a b . Yo0'k 
revelation that we know nothing about him.” In this 
Mr. Birch strongly contended that education should u

arising
,d hy

e believe
religion. As there is said to bo no morality without reng1“' ' 
unbelievers are treated as having no morality, and b e l i e f  
are absolved from morality towards them. We believe the' 
can be no morality with religion.” m
/A «r' r ) rC-\ P u s h e d  through Mr. Truelove, in l'S'0, 

on S-twart .Mül, by “ Antichrist.” er
•mil i ) q e’ PaSe.> Me is Antichrist that denieth the I® -n 
the flesh  ” rnL c?.nfes«eth "o t that Jesus Christ is com® d cue flesh (1 .John u. 22, iv. 2 3 and •> Tnhn 7) This show« 
his standpoint. Like a lf  Mn BRch’s nroAuctions, it 
neete'd lat de?ul,to.ry- He wrote, like St Paul, in an unc0 
nected way, but he culled good things from all 
f id  didk advers?ly criticised in the National and d d „ot sell well. He also published anonym
f'ith ' i n e h f  ̂  aw\ FiUhf^ m  the fathers, and alittE’ , ^ ,  
/w b '«formation on nicknames, entitled I  anil 
OhaiDe Bmdlaugh, and Bob Ingersoll. aAet.

- Ir. Birch had a fine library and was a voluminous ‘'e' jlftt 
He carried to exceTSs the good habit of taking notes of *ascribe.the fact that, although read
inenf a11 h,ls Ion«  life, he never attained concise 3̂

. 1,l° ,was always reminded of what others had ry 
ana this led to over-much quotation and digression. * o0- 
theme elaborated itself to huge dimensions. To mo 
wo? I • ten  he went to Ita]y> tile whole of his manus'
• /^ b m g many hundred-weight. They are full 0 j0t 
themmatl°n ’ yet n°  Polisher would venture to P

— -u-ol1 octtf e

vnPL’of“?1 i!!iado- notes “I»", * think, every woi- o’jyijed
e S e r  t  r1 l tl^ oriSins anrl "ar|y Christianity, PuK oUgb
exnres ? , i ng 1S ’ ’ ' rcricdl’ or Italian. His conclusions, 
lemd tr ,L°-n many P°mts with the caution of one wh f [c 
held lng’ Tas elnphatic on the crucialever a Person as the Jesus Christ of theW fyg
p ' ’ He thought the character an ideal, arnalg' £ th(
1 agan myths on a Jewish basis. To the ?,ubjeJyrelig'°fvii a imjwisu vik.-ii.-i., av »— - Pjigan
existence of Jesus, and cognate questions o • fjan l'il, (lii° 
and mythology, Josephus» Philo, the early C t le!li,:cd. 
etc., he devoted immensh research, to which * .ndebte« 
individual (and that the present writer) is
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a Birch, in the days of Garibaldi and Mazzini, had been 
Usu nCr0US suPPorfcr of the cause of Italian freedom. lie 
knna ‘y ,sPent the winter in Florence, where he was well 
Fro'Iti- th to the English colony and to the leading Italian 
and A m^er,s an<̂  men lc 11 e rs, such as Count Kicciardi
at .} ngelo rlo Gubernatis. His wide reading was always 
Writ. service of others; and several of the Freethinking 
hirnf18 wb° gathered round Thomas Scott were indebted to 
ott i 0r.assistance with their works. He died at Florence 
denir , 4, 1891 ; and it is simple truth to say he was 

1% lamented by all who knew him. J. M. W.

MAHATMAISM DEAD.

The die is cast, the bubble’s burst,
Theosophists look gloomy,

And dupes no longer conjure up 
That King of sprites, Koothoomee.

Take Vitchli—Putzli, Jupiter,
Beelzebub, or Jesus;

They’re nothing but exploded gods:
Koothoomee alone could please us.

Grand letters did he write to Judge,
And spicy ones to Besant;

But when compelled to “  show the hand,” 
Things turned out most unpleasant.

I do not blame the cunning rogues 
Who gather in the honey ;

I only laugh at silly fools 
Who contribute their money.

The fool crop is perennial :
By spider-webs surrounded,

The silly flies are quickly caught,
And utterly confounded.

Oh) for a little common sense 
To guide us in our actions !

that dreary spell, Theosophy,
Must lose its chief attractions.

L.

LUTHER AND THE DEVIL.

Brain and Mind.
No fact in our constitution can be considered more certain 

than this, that the brain is the chief organ of mind, and has 
mind for its principal function. As we descend in the 
animal scale, through quadruped, birds, reptiles, fishes, etc., 
the nervous system dwindles according to the decreasing 
measure of mental endowment.—Professor A. Bain, “  The 
Senses and the Intellect,” Jfth edition, p. 11.

The Gospel o f John a Forgery.
The author meant his work to be taken for the apostles’ 

He intimates that he was an immediate disciple of the Lord, 
the beloved disciple, who was none other than the apostle 
John, and avoids all mention of the name. Instead of 
employing a direct method, he is contented with an indirect 
process, which served his purpose more effectually. John’s 
authorship is but delicately hinted. To make his character 
correspond with the nature of the gospel, the writer 
idealised the apostle to a certain extent. . . . Under the 
inspiration of a philosophical Hellenist the Jewish Christian 
apostle — impetuous, ambitious, intolerant — becomes the 
calm preacher of love, the speculative disciple whose heart 
is as large as his view is extended ; the expounder of a new 
and absolute religion, founded by the only-begotten Son.— 
Dr. S. Davidson, “  Introduction to the Study o f the New 
Testament,” vol. ii.,pp. 495, J97; 1894.

Imitating God.
Plato has said that “ virtue consists in resembling God.” But 

how is man to resemble a being who, it is acknowledged, is 
incomprehensible to mankind, who cannot be conceived by 
any o f those means by which he is alone capable of having 
perceptions ! If this being, who is shown to man under such 
various aspects, who is said to owe nothing to his creatures, 
is tli3 author of all the good as well as all the evil that takes 
place, how can he be the model for the conduct of the 
human race living together in society ! At most, he can 
only follow one side of the character, because among his 
fellows he alone is reputed virtuous who does not deviate in 
his conduct from justice ; who abstains from e v il; who per­
forms with punctuality those duties he owes to his fellows. 
If it be taken up, and insisted he is not the author of evil— 
only of the good, I say, Very w ell; that is precisely what I 
wanted to know. You thereby acknowledge he is not the 
author of everything. We are no longer at issue; you are 
inconclusive to your own premises, consequently ought not 
to demand an implicit reliance on what you choose to assert. 
—D'llolbach, “  System o f Nature,” part « ., chap. viii.

Las o ^ H l ^ n  ° f  “ Lucianus ” upon this subject ho 
Devil . j  .coarsest expressions of Luther in regard to 
Freed l ’ ' “ deed, they are not fit for the columns of 

)j-asson .For Luther was coarse, and, as Mr. David
i f ‘Lon’« no ,es in the work, The Three Devils: Luther's, 
A^Ptttre \ P oet^ * i  Be illustrated the Evil Being of 
^  ilr |̂ °  himself by means of his personal experience.ab,
Uo

'onr,a ^asson says (p. 48) : “  The narrative of his life
i cv; * 111 anecdotes showing that the Devil with him was

of h is ^ ’-b no mere orthodoxy, no fiction. In every p g
^  wntmg* we have the word Teufel, Teufel, repeated « /  and again.” , , ,
K e a n u s ” has also refrained from giving the moral of 
find it vJOct> which is, indeed, sufliciently obvious. But 1 
Vi,.: v<il'y well expressed in Flowers o f Freethowght (1-irst 

Her/P- 1;56), and take the liberty of transcribing i t . 
Jaturalu a case in which the Doctor of Divinity, though 

belifiZ1 kind man, is quite ready to take human li e
?  devilish superstition, while the less fanatica 

K t o r v ^ k  from such inhumanity. The only devi^
Îtjk, ^  Marti 1 “  luiiunfflcu iwiu misuenei in

°u8h the it was who needed the exorcist,
1,1 would have greatly surprised him.”

Lucifer.

i, CHILDREN’S PARTY.
*11] Y tl _ _

t^ccesgf G*c friends who have enabled us to give 
N i v >  sale f  L ,to the little ones. I am glad to ri

B*fii •
__ ..w io  vinco. ■*- tVUl ~ V»o \r. - gallery tickets and programs, w •

a^esS af^TH t to meet expenses. This »  due to U 
tlr(! l>ri?,VMr- W- Bell, of Drury-lane, who has done G 

^  gratuitously, as in past years. Lho cak
last week from Mr. Gmlwin Hackne 

wi / Ve been Mr. Goodwin, of Shoreditch. A balanc 
v dl>l*ear next week. , .

H. FoRUEK, Ireasuter.

About the Holy Bible.
Is anything to be learned from Hosea and his wife ! Is 

there anything of use in Joel, in Amos, in Obadiah 1 Can 
we get any good from Jonah and his gourd ? Is it possible 
that God is the real author of Micah and Nahum, of Habakkuk 
and Zephaniah, of Haggai and Malachi and Zechariah, with 
his red horses, his four horns, his four carpenters, his flying 
roll, his mountains of brass, and the stone with four eyes ! 
Is there anything in these “ inspired ” books that has been 
of benefit to man !

Have they taught us how to cultivate the earth, to build 
houses, to weave cloth, to prepare food > Have they taught 
us to paint pictures, to chisel statues, to build bridges, or 
ships, or anything of beauty or of use 1 Did we get our 
ideas of government, of religious freedom, of the liberty of 
thought, from the Old Testament! Did we get from any 
of these books a hint of any science ! Is there in the “ sacred 
volume ” a word, a line, that has added to the wealth, the 
intelligence, and the happiness of mankind ! Is there one 
of the books of the Old Testament as entertaining as 
Robinson Crusoe, the Travels o f Gulliver, or Peter 1 Vitkins 
and his Flying Wife ? Did the author of Genesis know as 
much about nature as Humboldt, or Darwin, or Haeckel! 
Is what is called the Mosaic Code as wise or as merciful as 
the code of any civilised nation 1 Were the writers of 
Kings and Chronicles as great historians, as great writers, 
as Gibbon and Draper! Is Jeremiah or Habakkuk equal to 
Dickens or Thackeray! Can the authors of Job and the 
l ’salms be compared with Shakes[>eare 1 Why should we 
attribute the best to man and the worst to God 1—R. G. 
Ingersoll.

The Christian Fathers.—Their credulity was unbounded. 
They had a sublime disregard for truth; not so much from 
perversity as from carelessness and indifference to its 
sacred character. Their unscrupulousness when seeking for 
arguments to enforce their positions is notorious ; as well as 
the prevalence among them of what are known as pious 
frauds.—Judge C. B. Waite, “ History o f the Christian 
Religion to the Year 200,” p. 482 ; Chicago.
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B O O K  G H A T .

The Danish critic and Freethinker, Dr. Georg Brandes, is 
finishing a book on Shakespeare, which will appear in 
German at Paris.

* * *
Herbert Spencer has reprinted his essay on Weismannism 

from the Contemporary Review, and it is now published with 
a postscript. Mr. Spencer rightly says that, “ as influencing 
men’s view about Education, Ethics, Sociology, and Politics, 
the question whether acquired characters are inherited is 
the most important question before the scientific world.” 
The question still remains an open one, though Mr. Spencer 
ably sustains the affirmative, while the case for a negative 
conclusion is strongly presented by Mr. W. P. Ball in his 
book, Are the Effects o f Use and Disuse Inherited 1

*  *  *

Dr. J. R. Monroe, the founder of the Ironclad Aye, who 
died in 1891, at the age of sixty-eight, \yrote, when in his 
teens, a Byronic skit entitled Will Cobbett’s Vision; or, the 
Devil and Tom Paine. It has been reprinted by his daughter, 
and is published at the office of the Ironclad Aye (Indian­
apolis) at 25 cents. Like all Dr. Monroe’s writings, it is full 
of gay wisdom. In portraying his Satanic Majesty and his 
abode there are opportunities for much fun ana satire upon 
orthodox doctrines, of which Dr. Monroe fully avails him­
self. * * *

An English translation of Dr. Max Nordau’s pessimistic
work, Deyeneration, will be published shortly. Those who
know his Conventional Lies o f Our Civilisation are aware of 
the iconoclastic character of the writings of this Hungarian 
Freethinker of Jewish birth. Among the subjects which 
come under his lash, as symptoms of the sickness of the 
fin de siecle, are Tolstoism, pre-Rephaelism, Wagnerism, and 
Ibsenism.

*  *  *

Lives of Christ are as numerous’ as blackberries, and as 
divergent as Christian creeds. Many have lamented that 
Jesus Christ never left any records himself, or even any 
instructions to his disciples to do so for him. It seems that 
at last—can it be owing to disgust at Farrar’s gush !—J. C. 
has determined to rectify the omission ; and an Auto- 
bioyraphy by Jesus o f Nazareth is published by J. P. Cooke, 
of Boston. One Olive G. Pettis is the “ humble instrument ” 
of this revelation. Olive declares : “ Sentence by sentence 
it has been printed before mo in bright electric letters ere I 
consigned them to paper, and every expression was as new 
to me as to the reader from first to last.” Wo have not yet 
seen the book, but only its announcement in the Two Worlds. 
If, however, the revelation reveals anything, it will be vastly 
different from others of its species.

* * *
Some time ago a Glasgow Spiritist published the revela­

tions of Hafed, Prince oj Persia, supposed to be a contem­
porary of J. C., who gave particulars of his early life. The 
revelations came throughjthe influence of Mr. David Duguid, 
a toucher-up of photos to Mr. Bowman, a leading Glasgow 
Spiritist—this “ mejum” being also celebrated for skimble- 
skamble pictures, attributed to the spirits of Jan Steen or 
Turner. It appears from Ilafed that both the. Prince of 
Persia and Jesus Christ talked in the Scots tongue, using 
“ will ” for “ shall,” etc. This revelation, however, was 
surpassed by that vouchsafed to a member of the French 
Academy, who was a great collector of autographs, and 
purchased a letter signed by Jesus Christ, written in 
excellent French. Why not !

* * ii-
In Mr. Wheeler’s pamphlet on The 'Viristian Doctrine o f  

Hell he has given many citations from cne old divines to the 
effect that one of the enjoyments of heaven will be to witness 
the torments of the damned. To these might be added the 
Scotch poet, Sir David Lindsay, of the Mount, 1400-1567, 
who says of the blessed:—

They sail rejoyis to se the great dolour 
Of dampnit folk in Hell, and thair torment,
Because of God it is the juste jugement.

* *  *

Professor C. H. Tawney’s translation of the collection of 
Jain stories, entitled Kathakosa, for the New Oriental 
Translation Fund (at the rooms of the Royal Asiatic
Society, 22 Albemarle-street, London, W.), will be ready in 
the course of the present month. Students of comparative 
folk-tales must be eager to have this work in their hands, as 
Mr. Tawney’s notes of variants of the tales in different 
countries of India, as well as in Europe, cannot fail to prove 
both interesting and useful.

* * *
The Reliyious of the World, by G. M. Grant, D.D. (A. it C.

Black), is a \ cry different production from the Reliyious

Systems of the World published by Sonnenschein, " l111) 
attempted to give a view of various faiths from the stana 
point of those who hold them. Dr. Grant’s work should 
entitled “ Other Religions as Seen by Christian Eyes.” 
book, nevertheless, gives much information in a cheap for®' 
and will help to open eyes to the fact that there are ou1 
religions besides Christianity which can claim to have don 
good among the races who have held them.

WHAT I’D LIKE TO KNOW.

In these modern times of misery, daily trouble, pain,il 
strife, _ r

While the poor class toil and labor in the struggle for do 
life,

We are taught that a Creator, an essence of sweet love, 
With fond sympathy and pity regards us from above.
We are told that on Mount Sinai the just Jehovah said . 
That the father’s [sins should rightly be heaped on t11 

children’s heads. ,
For what did this God create us all to suffer here belo'V . 
That’s what I cannot comprehend, but what I’d like to kn

With infallible foreknowledge, why made he Mother b ' c; gr 
And, knowing well what would ensue, let the Devil 

deceive! _ . vj
Did he desire mankind’s fall when, with his endless fflig 
With ease he could have kept the fiend from Eden s **

site ! _ u  tbe
Then, not content with having to degradation brougm 

pair,
He blessed them with two children, their misery to sli;ir " 
Why Cain should hate his brother, and slay him as a r?e ’ to 
Perhaps his God could comprehend, but I  should hk 

know.

Then Cain he set his mark upon, and banished him to i'jV  
Where, strange to say, he found a spouse, provided oy 

God, _
That this pair they might propagate sin infinitum aa , 
For the world it got so wicked that it made Jehovah ® t f  
Said he, “ Of you I’ve had enough ; I’m sorry I’m your G 
(Which speech, for the Almighty, seems just a trifle 0(
“ I’ll drown the cursed lot of you, then send yon 1 

below!” !  want toWhy God made man to drown and roast is what 
know.

Off
“ But no,” said God, “ this will not d o ; you’re geU1 n 

too cheap • .i ajiii
I formed and put this race of man on earth to wai 

w eep: _ _ . 4
If I the lot exterminate, the fiend will only grin .j,,).” 
And say the great ‘ I am’ has had to knuckle down to 
So he commanded patriarch Noah to build a boat so a \\ie 
That he and household (pets as well) could iloat o 

deluge. . ,  0
But how they from all parts of earth into the ark dm 8  ̂
Is one of those great mysteries that I should like to ki

As years rolled by, strange to relate, the world gre'v 'v° 
than ever; „ to°

“ Confound it all,” said Pater G., “ Old (Nick’s for 11 
clever ; i ok °r

I’ll go on earth, in form of man—save them by n° 
crook :

Beelzebub, mine enemy, now to your laurels look !” . » to®
But Satan only laughed with scorn, he knew his 11 

well nk3 of
To fear that such a helpless God could thin the ra 

hell. ( „  , ugjovV
He tried ; but how the universe fared with its *j0tY u0\v.
Is what I cannot comprehend, but what I’d like to k

bend tl10Now, faithful all, just ponder deep before you u 
knee

To that imaginary God, the father of J. C. ,0
Can he be kind and loving who could mankind crea ^  i 
To torture in this world and next with endless fiCIY y ;
The profligate, the wealthy, the good, the poor, an<- 
Rascality predominant—the weakest to the wall- . u g0> 
»Say rather, to yourselves be true, as through this lu ĝejc t 
And since you cannot comprehend you need

kDOW alex. J in * * *

Pupil Teacher (to little Isaaostein, who is^learniniS^g Jo®, 

blaster Jo—“ Vat might be felt! Vy, I vould s*'111

ivn

blagues)—“ Now, Master Joseph, what would Y°^jnpJ fdj^f
had you been in the thick darkness, that m iy -  ,.f, ¡i 
Master J 
factory.”
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f r e e t h o u g h t  g l e a n in g s .

n AM quite amazed to discover the extraordinary greedi- 
asse .an' Nudity with which men assert, believe, and re- 

^r''’ und are believed.—George Grote.
thatE ‘ .̂ 0r ônS life> but ’tis deep life, or grand moments
njg , S18.nify. Let the measure of time be spiritual, not 
smile111̂ !- Moments of insight, of fine personal relation, a 
'-Em Stance, what ample borrowers of eternity they are !

tad trukh. can, properly speaking, be apprehended and 
verifl a. Portion of our mental acquisitions which cannot be 
verify„ w l̂en, told to us ; and any proposition which we can 
coul,
Gn

»V1 U l/U un y UX1 VA UlllJ U1U11 If illv ll ft Ks UU1

lflk'Ve could discover—that is, what man can verify man 
uave reached and worked out for himself.—  IF. Rathhone'«.7.

W,•̂ E havie never witnessed the construction of a world.
only perceive the everlasting flux and reflux of

a,
Hut r,af.n’ transformation, birth, death, and birth again.
« a , 1
syoiutf- the ceaseless pulsation of nature and life,

/W ^ tur?.. herself is dumb as to her whence or whither.

-It is important to remember that

t W  * V uerseir is
Vessor (f. Knight.

the t{jTlNG 0UT Devils.- . x . ________________
by lu eory of demoniacal possession, and its supposed cure 
am a^  °t exorcism and invocations, was most common 
Out de ■] 6 '!<nvs l°ng before the Christian era. As casting 
s° ^ Vlls was the most common type of Christian miracles, 
Dation as / , commonest belief ana practice of the Jewish 
stiti0n' Christianity merely shared the national super- 
",y,n. ’ ar*d changed nothing but the form of exorcism.- 

^ rm tu ra l R eligiem vol.i.,p . l t f .
E Church has not allowed women to inherit or hold

c°uPd !"y‘ It was a general ecclesiastical rule that a woman 
by thenever. take part of an inheritance with a man unless 
cities 5?rticular and ancient customs of certain towns and 
obl;{' f i restriction upon woman’s right of property so 
haw, the sense of justice in men’s mind that husbands 

j0t hesitated to use property coming to them through 
dfiuyinlj rhe maintenance of a second or illegal family, while 
of Ijf " ‘ he legal wife and children the commonest necessaries 
file As late as 1878, when a law was enacted in one of 
Mth | lSs. cantons allowing sisters to share inheritances 
f (|tli(.i!,'0l lors> R met with great opposition from such 
follow I’ i f111'.1,'', ° i  whom protested their own ruin would

great opposition
>-*"J\y . .  <> iium [nOtfiStcd tlieir own L Kill nviuiu

/or l8nr~»a^da  Joslyn Gage, in “  The Truth Seeker Annual

< r^ A N T  P e r s e c u t io n .—But while the pre-eminent 
^mitte ] tko persecutions of the Church of Home is fully 
yUtrue n°thing can be more grossly disingenuous or
che pp tllan to represent persecution as her peculiar taint. 
aM tlia,,;cufe<i to the full extent of the power of her clergy, 
»Very i’r P°'ver was very great. The persecution of which 
atne ril] °testant Churcn was guilty was measured by the 

COttlParat! i k cier'cal influence in Protestant countries was 
lvely weak. The Protestant persecutions were 

Mncipie sanSuinary as those of the Catholics, but the 
tk ^ f S a*iicmed quite as strongly, was acted on quite
%  clew Ut y> and was defended quite as pertinaciously by 

■^ewce*^"’ E. II. Lecky, M.A., “ History o f the Rise and 
H ° / ty f Spirit o f Rationalism in Europe,” chap, iv.,a n ?

’ 4-ï, vol. U.

“ Tf
arui j / a s  in the War of the Rebellion,” said the diffident 
«olflig^ning assistant rector. “ A  company of Union 
biey „  wore ordered to take a Rebel battery. Quickly 
th / sPrang to the charge ; but, alas ! before they reached 
C°rPOhpS ĥey ' irok(; and fled. All, that is, except one 
?aPtiv!  ’ " ¿ p  rushed in, seized a gunner, and earned him oil 
treeH ?' IVhen the company reached the little clump of 
rW ? k m whose shelter they had started, they gathered 
upturn m p liant corporal, and asked how he managed to 
, n  hls Prisoner. , tl
M\ y,,Ust went in and took him,’ said the hero, modestly.
hevery*’ " 'hy di<ln’t y °u a11 keeP on 1 There WaS a man

soni  s a /to  you^my dear young Christian soldiers. 
r Yen a Inan for every one in this world.
^ f y o  V lear y°unS brothers ; there is a man for every

is W y ,de.ar young sisters ; there is—cr -th ere  is~ er"“  
n,y spei. for you all in the vineyard of the Lord if youBKlt- L e t -  ■

‘ Oh
et us now sing the 425th hymn :— 

save me from the careless word,- -  . . . v  i i v u i  v iic  u u io iu o o  ”
The swift, unbidden thought,

And make me always think and speak 
t1r-u Exactly as I ought.’ ”

*-Vc(| ® young assistant sat down with an intensely 
pression, and mopped his burning brow.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

“ Is the bishop a broad man, and liberal in his views ?” 
“ O my, yes. He’s abroad most of the time, and in giving 
his views he is most prodigal.”

A gentleman dined one day with a dull preacher. Dinner 
was scarcely over before the gentleman fell asleep, but was 
awakened by the divine, ana invited to go and hear him 
preach. “ I beseech you, sir,” said he, “ to excuse m e; I can 
sleep very well where I am.”

Jenkins—“ Great stroke of luck for Brownley. I knew 
him when he was a poor theological student, and he has just 
been selected as pastor of one of the most fashionable 
churches in the city.” Mrs. Jenkins—“ So I understand. 
Rich congregation, isn’t it ?” Jenkins—“ Rich 'l They have 
special monthly prayer-meetings to pray for a tight money 
market.”

A “ hard case ” was interrogated the other Sunday by a 
friend who had just seen him at church, but whom he now 
found swallowing a glass of brandy and water at a public 
bar-room. “ I saw you in church this morning listening to 
a discourse upon righteousness and temperance. How 
comes it that I now see you here drinking ?” “ I always 
thirst after righteousness,” was the reply.

Two colored men took refuge under a tree in a violent 
thunderstorm. “ Julius, can you pray?” “ No, Sam.” was 
the reply ; “ nebber prayed in my life.” “ Well, can’t you 
sing a hymn ?” Just then the lightning struck a tree near 
by, shivering it, when the first speaker exclaimed : “ See 
heah, honey, sumfin’ ’ligious has got to be done, an’ dat 
mighty suddin’, too ; s’pose you pass around de hat.”

A  Scotch minister, who was very fond of using the 
personal pronoun, often placed it wrongly. While preaching 
in London he once took for his text, “ The devil he goetli 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
“ My friends,” he said, “ we will divide our subject into three 
headings. Firstly, who the devil he was ; secondly, who the 
devil he was seeking; and thirdly, what the devil he was 
roaring about.” The congregation also roared, but with 
laughter.

Darwin’s Opponents.
One eminent clerical reviewer, in spite of Darwin’s thirty 

years of quiet labor, and in spite of the powerful summing- 
up of his book, prefaced a diatribe by saying that Darwin 
“ might have been more modest had he given some slight 
reason for dissenting from the views generally entertained.” 
Another distinguished clergyman, vice-president of a Pro­
testant institute to combat “ dangerous science,” declared 
Darwinism “ an attempt to dethrone God.” Another critic 
spoke of persons accepting the Darwinian views as “ under 
the frenzied inspiration of the inhaler of mephitic gas,” and 
of Darwin’s argument as a “ jungle of fanciful assumptions.” 
Another spoke of Darwin’s views as suggesting that “ God is 
dead,” and declared that Darwin’s work “ does open violence 
to everything which the Creator himself has told us in the 
Scriptures of the methods and results of his work.” Still 
another theological authority declares : “ If the Darwinian 
theory is true, Genesis is a lie, the whole framework of the 
book of life falls to pieces, and the revelation of God to man, 
as we Christians know it, is a delusion and a snare.”—Andrew 
D. White, in “ The Popular Science Monthly.”

Obituary.
O n  Sunday morning I had the melancholy duty of con­

ducting the funeral, at Finchley, of Frederick Wilkinson, 
the grandson of our late much-respected friend, Mr. Tre- 
villion. The deceased was a young man of great promise 
and ability, cut off at the early age of nineteen. All friends 
will condole with the bereaved mother and other relatives. 
— R . F o k d e r .

How to Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker and

try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Tako an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Loavo a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or tho omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, ono of our contents-sheets, which aro
of a convoniont size for tho purpose. Mr. Forder will 
send them on application.

(5) Distribute somo of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among tho audiences around street- 
cornor proaohers.

(6) Got your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker in tho window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and be 
marked “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.']

LONDON.
Science (142 Old-street, E .O .): 11.30, a lecture. (Free.) 

1 selections; 7, G. W . Foote, “  Mr. Balfour’s Plea for Belief.”
Hall of 

6.30, musical
(Admission free ; reserved seats 3d. and 6d.) Tuesday, at 8.30, dramatic 
class rehearsals. Wednesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “ Shakespeare’s 
Golden Comedy of As You Like It."

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 
Robert Shore, “  Why Secularists are Not Socialists.”  (Free.) Tuesday, 
at 8, dancing for N.S.S. members and friends. Wednesday, at 8, dramatic 
clnb.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30, 
C. James, “ The Star of Science in the Night of Faith.” (Preceded by 
vocal and instrumental music.) Thursday, at 7.30, free science classes.

Milton Hall (Hawlev-crescent, 89 Kentish Town-road) : 7.30, Rev. 
Stewart Headlam, “ The County Council and the Ballet.”  (Free.)

West London Ethical Society (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly) : 11.15, 
Dr. Stanton Coit, “ The Empire of the Dead Over the Living.”

Wood Green (Star Coffee House, High-street) : 7, W. J. Heath, 
“  What Caused the French Revolution.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey will lecture.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street): Thursdays, at 8 

papers, discussions, etc.
Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street): 7, J. P. Oogito, 

“  Knowledge v. Belief.”
Dundee (City Assembly Rooms) ; 11, Stanley Jones, “  God, Man, and 

Design” ; 2.30, “ The Doctrines of Christianity” ; 6.30, “ W om an: Past, 
Present, and Future.”

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11.30, J. M. 
Robertson, “  Mr. Mallock and Socialism ” ; 2.30, “  Mr. Gladstone on the 
Atonement ” ; 6.30, “  The Failure of Christianity.”

Hull (St. George’s Hall, Storey-street): 7, Mr. Monro, “ Christ and 
the Twelve Apostles a Myth.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street) : 3, philosophy class— 
Ernest Newman, “ Kant ” ; 7, C. Doeg, “  Religion v. Superstition.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, 
Leonard Hall, “ The Unemployed : the Problem Stated and Solved ” ; 3, 
“  Twelve Months of Liberal-cum-Toryism ” ; 6.30, “  From Slavery to 
Socialism.” (Free.)

Rochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street); 6.30, Orris 
Kaye, “ Cremation,” with limelight illustrations.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
7, W. Dyson, “ The Divine Sacrifice in its Newest Light—A Criticism.”

South Shields (Thornton’s Variety Hall, Union-lane) : 11, C. Cohen, 
“ Population and the Social Question ” ; 7, “ Christianity : its Progress.”

Stockton-on-Tees (32 Dovecote-street): 6, business meeting—friends 
invited.

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office) : 
7, Robert Weightman, “ Thomas Paine.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—All Sundays 

until April, South Shields.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—Feb. 24, 
Edinburgh. March 3, H u ll; 10, Sheffield ; 11, Chesterfield.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—March 24, 
Camberwell.

Sam Standring, 6 Bury-road, Rochdale.—Feb. 17, Failsworth. March 
26 and 27, Sheffield.

T H O M A S  P A IN E ’S W O R K S .

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G W.
Foote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. Is.
Complete Theological Works. (Including the Aqe of

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d. J J

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition'. With a Political
Biography by J. M. W heeler. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

S ome M ist a k e s  of M oses. 
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

D efen ce  of F k e e t h o u g h t . 
A  Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T h e  G ods. 6d.
R e p l y  to G l a d st o n e . W ith  

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome ok R e a s o n ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C r im e s  a g a in s t  C r im in a l s . 
3d.

O r a t io n  on  W a l t  W h it m a n . 
3d.

O r a t io n  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  L in co ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D eb t  to  T h o m as  

Paine. 2d.
E r n e st  R e n a n  a n d  J esu s  

Christ. 2d.
T r u e  R e l ig io n . 2d.
T h e  T h r e e  P h il a n t h r o p is t s .

2d.
L o ve  t h e  R e d e e m e r . 2d. 
G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d.

W h y  a m  I a n  A gnostic 
Part I. 2d. ,

W h y  a m  I a n  A gnostic» 
Part II. 2d.

F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Reply t0 
Dr. Field. 2d. .

G od  a n d  M a n . S econ d  reply 
to Dr. Field. 2d.

T he  D y in g  C r e e d . 2d. 
T h e  L im it s  of T oleration- 

A  Discussion with the Hon. F- y  
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
2d.

T he  H ou seh o ld  of F aith-
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
D o  I B l a s p h e m e ? 2d.
T h e  C l e r g y  a n d  C ommon

Sense. 2d.
S o c ia l  S a l v a t io n . 2d. 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D ivo rce , a 11 

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
S k u l l s . 2d.
T h e  G r e a t  M is t a k e .
L iv e  T o pics . Id .
M y t h  a n d  M ir a c l e .
R e a l  B l a s p h e m y , id . 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols. R • 
C h r ist  a n d  M ir a c le s . Id-, 
C reed s  & S p ir it u a l it y . ia-

id.

Id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street E.C.

Price Twopence,

“ A Letter to Lord Ellenborough*
O cca sio n e d  b y  t h e  S en ten ce  w n ic n  h e  P assed  on

* MR. D. I. EATON,
A s Publisher of „

TI1E TH IRD  P A R T  OF P A IN E ’S “ A GE OF REASON-
BY

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C

Price I s . ; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

THE GRAND OLD BOOK-
A  R E PL Y TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
G. W . F O O T E .  ,g

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Glads*0
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. ^

Contents :—Preface— Preliminary View—The Creation st° rt{ ^ 9 of 
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroboi 
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready, Price Twopence,

IS S U I C I D E  A SIN?
COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Together with the Repli/ of Monsignor D ucky.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E C.

Price 2s. 6d.,

THE WITNESS OF ASSYRIA;
OR,

THE BIBLE CONTRASTED W ITH THE 
MONUMENTS.

By CIIILF ERIC EDWARDS.

“  The work has a full index, and is in every 
respect a valuable one. Freethinker.

L ondon: R Forder, 28,Stonecutter-street, E.O.

AT A DP ATT? “  TERRACE HOTEL, 
M A I l L r A l W .  Marine Drive. Bed and 
Breakfast from 2s. 6d. A  large room to seat 500. 
Beanfeasts and other parties liberally treated.

STAN TO N , the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo­
site Somerset House).—T E E T H  on V U LC A N ­

IT E , 2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £\. Best 
quality, 4s. each, upper or lower, ¿2 , completed in 
four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in 
two hours. If you pay more than the above they are 
fancy charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on 
18 ct. gold 15s., stopping 2s. 6d., extraction is., pain­
less by gas, 5s.

TO  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen 
l  requiring SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS 
at moderate prices. First-class Style and Fit 
Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 
14 Great Castle-street, W. Three doors from 
Regent-street. [Patronised by leading Free­
thinkers.]

FREETHINKER TRAC TS
Sixpence per Hundred.

MARRIOTT, CLOTHIER, n
‘l i 1 ROAD, W., near Metropo'$.
Music Hal] (name side), six doors from C .j 
street. TROUSERS, good wear, 5s. M <Phirtf  
and 9s. 6d .; Blacks, 7s 6d. and 10s. 6d. 1 ,;d-
sizes kept in stock. OVERCOATS from

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, at 
CHARING or NEEDLEVFOBJ

By the WIDOW of a FREETHI* 
Willing to do anything to get food »n jfr. 
Once in good position. Recommended -
Forder.

Address, Widow, care of Md Forder,
28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

A B O U T
The HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

London R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Vol. X., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2a. Gd., post free,

CRIMES OF CH RISTIANITY.
BY

G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER.

dreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 

Indictment of Christianity.

— 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to H ypatia; 3; 
7 QrjCr̂  ’ L  Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy ;

*ues of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews ; 9, The Crusades.

«rpi
exactin ' s ^ r y  carefully compiled, the references are given with 
“PPotipnf t n<̂  w°rk  is calculated to be of the greatest use to the 

11 The h i 9 hri3tianity.”— 0 . B rad  LAUGH, in National Reformer. 
Weekly Ti’m *S wort':l rea<hug- I t  is fair, and, on the whole, correct.” —

M i n ?  has a purpose, and is entitled to a fair hearing.”— H adden- 
‘‘Th m,n<r.

^■S.A°)WOr'c B̂ 0UH  be scattered like autumn leaves.”— ironclad Age 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

J- Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend
Mr3- L esaut in Law o f  Population, p. 32, and Dr. 

''tsdwell ’ F e's handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. P u llen , la
1Uaatitieg\treS,t’ Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 

• )• For particulars send stamped envelope.

»****, I M P O R T A N T  c a u t i o n .
. , e 'vords I! l?9e , 83 iuiitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
™*usiblv & Oo- ”  and “  J. W. Rendall ” being speciously and

T troduced to deceive the public.
L ook for A utoquaph Registered Trade Mark

i _ ^ ___ No. 182,688.
.  0Ii EAUn LOX, WITHOUT WHICH NONE ARE GENUINE.

................... ... "
nson’a qj •
Gd. r>r ¿n?,e’ w*tb Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. (id., 4s. 6d., 

. ‘ ‘■ubutt’g n n'in; fE?y’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d! 
*V. D p « , ' ne * owders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

DELL, 15  Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

th e  b e s t  book
T R jj p  L N E 0 ' i lA L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L IE V E ,

p BAo t  R A U TY ’ or TH E  THEORY AND 
TICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

lQ0 Page, X J ' R ' H0L1IES. M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
* „ P°rtrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

">(4 Ng order to I • P^  Is., post free.
5 S i  i?»0tt»nt ,,.,r»ln5, tbe information within the reach of the poor, the 

? Nt> Post fro! o j e b° ok.ar® issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
.Ih e  free, ee 2lb Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is,

l i e f
• • i / T Z  0f 4th September, 1892, says; -M r Holmes1 

Ul 'Sg. n theory and a most unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Hjj.thua;'' ■ The H1,„„;’\ract',cc • ■ ■ and throughout appeals to moral 
C ? ?  in t„Cau89 anSetnaL l alu® of, Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
c5nV °Yfi!fTamPblet nf »m?n- well_beinS generally is just his combi- 
lo w S e c,.®1,'y limitation 3 9,tatement of the physical and moral 

W o 8s and an o . r 11!1 a ain account of the ¿cans by which it
°the, Prices.” 0361 to a c°ucerned of the requisites at the

On*18 Trad«3*80 8Pokei!; o'f h-'i8-ian LeaKue, Dr. Drysdale, Dr Allbutt, and 
I ^ C  .lUPPli4 bv i> iV n Ver>' hiKh terms.
J . b  sb°uld be Z  . »  ° ilDBR> 28 Stonocutter-street, London, E.O. 

'  ‘ ROLM c 1 t0 the author.
ES* HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp ., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. .302 pp., bound in 
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. Gd.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128 pp., is.
The Grand Old Book. A  Reply to the Grand Old Man. An  

exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W . E . Gladstone’s “ Im ­
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is .; hound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is .; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is .; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d .; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
W ill Christ Save Us ? A  Thorough Examination of the Claims 

of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the W orld. 6d.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.
A  Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 

before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot­
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. Sd.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
My Resurrection. A  Missing Chapter from the Gospel of 

Matthew, discovered by G. W . Foote. 2d.
The Folly of Prayer. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane ? A  Searching Inquiry into the Mental 

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
What was Christ ? A  Reply to J. S. M ill. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England. A  Reply 

to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired ? A  Criticism on L ux Mundi. Id.
The Dying Atheist. A  Story, id.
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A  Lie

in Five Chapters. Id.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A  Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
The New Cagliostro. All Open Letter to Madamo Blavatsky. 

2d.
Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely re-written. 

(1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id .; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d .; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id .; 
(G) Lot’s W ife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8) The Wandering 
Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id .; (10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A  Virgin 
Mother, 2d .; (14) The Resurrection, 2 d .; (15) The Crucifixion, 
Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A  Moral and Statistical Essay on 
W ar. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty docs for the People, 
and what tho l ’ooplo do for Royalty. 2d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Price la. Cd.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free.

The Bible Handbook
FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.

BY

G. W. FOOTE AN D  W. P. BALL.

Sold also in separate parts as follow s :—

1. —Bible Contradictions. The contradictions arc printed in
parallel columns. 4d.

2. —Bible Absurdities. All the chief absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with 
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a 
sentence. 4d.

3. —Bible Atrocities. Containing all the godly wickedness
from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate head- 
line for easy reference. 4d.

4. —Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O
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GREATEST BARGAINS ON EARTH.
1 Suit Length, Serge or Tweed Gentleman’s 1 Navy Serge Dress Length
1 Dress Length, Tweed 
1 Gentleman’s Umbrella

Searboro-Shaped Mackintosh, 
26s. 1 Black Cashmere Dress Length

1 Ladies’ Umbrella Worth at least 42s. 1 Mixture Tweed Dress Length

A ll for 21s. Carriage Paid.
Give chest, waist, and length

measurements. A ll for 21s. Carriage Paid.

Four All-Wool Three
1 Serge Suit Length

T R O U S E R S ’ LENGTHS. N A V Y  S A I L O R  SUI TS

Splendid Qualities.
to fit Boys up to seven 1 Tweed Suit Length

years old.
21s. Carriage Paid. Worth double.

A ll for 21s. Carriage Paid. A ll for 21s. Carnage Paid.

Send at Once, before the Sale Ends.

Lot 11
1 Pair All-Wool Blankets 
1 Pair of Sheets 
1 Quilt 
1 Table-cloth

A ll far 21s. Carriage Paid.

TROUSERS TO MEASURE, 
10s. 6d. per pair.

Fill up one of our Self-Measurement Forms, 
and you will get a 15s. pair of Trousers 

for 10s. 6d.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD,
T H F  R IR T H  OF C H R IS T  ALLINSON FOR HEALTH.
X  llJj J - J A J A  1  XX V y  A  V y A A A V A k J  X irnn/ri? rnA fcT T T T 'A 'rT rìA T c r * ms. 6i

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
W ITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)

Price Sixpence.

HOME CONSULTATIONS—io  a.m. to /  p.m., ros. 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m., yr. Patients Visited.

61 ;

2d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ASK YOUR GROCER
FOR THE

ROYAL CHISWICK
TABLE JELLIES

E XPE R TS OPINION—

“ The Perfection of Jelly.”
“  Certainly far superior to all other Jelly Tablets—in 

transparency, strength, and in flavor utterly beyond com­
parison.”

Sample Dozen—Pints 4s. 6 d .; Quarts 8s., carriage
free.

W holesale Terms on Application.

For Postal Order for is- .
The

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I.
Contains Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, ŝtipa*
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o f Disease, ^  and 
tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Coils ufor1115’ 
Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms, I ape 
The Itch, etc. i

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for is-
Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline btarva 
Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, .re t Wh°°P!" f  

; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet ^J|V.err’ated LeSs>for the Thin, for the Stout ;
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea,
Tumours, etc. i

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. For Postal Order for
Contains Articles on No More Death, Management of Young Chile!re t̂ Qne 
suspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tail, to Keep Warm, to .̂ uj and 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Fever* 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens, U > rpakidS 
Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produced j  
Mercury. 3

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. F o r  P osta l Order for is* ' 
Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar and ^ ^ e n i0**. 
Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Knite, pins 
Poisoning, Tonics, Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swal owing o
other Articles. Also Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the BacK» of Qui°^’ 
Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, T o n s i h o  j c  I *1 
Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, Ep 
enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc. 2d* .

------------ - . p.uleS ef
Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and Ingr0,v̂ |!f>1__i i M..... i>i__i:..,. TA.l̂ n o r  Whitlow, i  Alins?

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order for for
r m n . 1 «  u n  r  u i c  v r m c r ,  a n c  . u u u u i ,  n s  , v  in g *  .

the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Whitio * |)!ush* 
Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing , gyes
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus’ Dance, Goitre, Mumps, Innan^ y 0,nit»n» 
Eyelids, Fits, Fainting, Apoplexy, Spitting and Vomiting 
Wounds, Burns, Scalds, Bruises, etc.

Red Nose, Flushing^
of’ Blood,

9d., pOSt/ree'The Five Volumes  ̂strongly and neatly hound, price 6s. i ^  ner 1
H Y G IE N IC  M E D IC IN E . For Postal Order for is. id .—An Eye 

Drug Takers. ,
R H E U M A T IS M : IT S C A U SE A N D  C U R E . Post free for 7“ - 
D I E 1 AND  D IG ESTIO N . Post free for ed.
CONSUM PTIO N : IT S  N A T U R A L C U R E . Post free yd.

Sc
T H R E E  P A M P H L E T S FO R YO UN G M EN . For P o s t a l  Order Dr

A ll these Books, bound \ Send Tostai 0̂  
for is-

T O U Z E A U  P A R R I S  & CO. ,
ENFIELD WORKS, ACTON, LONDON, W.

One Vol., poet Tree, 9s. Gd
- - . - r r r r .----- --------------FOR YO UNG M EN . For - - - .
A BOOK FO R M A R R IE D  W OM EN. For Postal Order for i-

A ll communieations to be addressed to__

DR. T. R. ALLINSON, iff.
4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, Lond

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter 
London, E 0.

..street'


