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Vor. XV.—No. 6.

MR. DAVIDSON'’'S BALLADS.

fi&lads and Songs. By John Davidson. (London: John Lane.)

~NEarly thirty years have elapsed since Mr. Swinburne
~Nlrst upon the world with his Songs and Ballads. He had

o/th arePuta”™on already with his Atalanta, and was one

of established “ younger poets.” Much was expected
. V?> but the heresy and eroticism of his new volume
§:i il ™ "u §°dly purists, and young poets became odious.

) badl §hocked the world, and Swinburne had done
4% e filing; and bards would have to be looked at
Unnig U they were turning bald or grey—in short,
toed their ferver coolkedl dowm @® the temperature of
joerity, when they might be “ safe” even for bread-
th = tttcr misses. Poets, however, will not be old before
anjlr. time. They have their youth, like the rest of us;
is a longer youth, for the divine enthusiasm burns
eXnd-Wbbin them, and survives more of the sad chills of
onr dlence’ For this reason, if for no other, we talk of
are. y°Ungcr poets,” though they have lived into middle
tin’ In(leed, it may be said that “ younger poets " are
s under fifty. *
perh 7bis junior fraternity of song the most conspicuous,
8bdap3- *> Mr. John Davidson, whoso work has more
Ht tUD *'ban that of his colleagues or rivals. We need
“lov bis praises in tones of exaggeration, like the
Hens © ers” wb® “ laud each other face to face” in the
~NanJU?ers an(l reviews. We need not say, with Mr.
Mth M ho is “ prodigal of every divino gift,” or,
Stilj 1 r' b° Gallienne, resemble him to George Meredith.
“ eva38Pe d we declare, with one of his panegyrists, that
?,(lm . ag” be does “Ibears tHe Hill-#irk of arlglﬁ@lﬂty B
ai n,at"lljty s a rare article, and everything is “ a large
1,1~ ' Itis enough to say, in more sober language, that
u. . ,vidson has done some beautiful and forceful woi Kk,
cu i, be thinks as well as feels, and that his poetry
a cnges the attention of those who want something more
HnJlruere “ sugared rhymes” when they invest their time
uioney in a volume of verse.

1IYiJ v Davidson’s latest production is of interest to
Cu ,ikers- ~ is full of the new spirit.”™ It is bright
nf .0 (1 iu its defiance of or’

h.. — ucea" Christians. We like the two couplets,
T \B&rc a kind of dedication of the book. The first is
Friend™-

What is between us two, we know :
»Shake hands and let the whole'world go.
esecond is “ To My Enemy”—

gibin g friend, let not your spite abate :
P Prae with scorn, and strengthen me with hato.

blank lonScst poem is called a Ballad, though written in
youtVVv?rse. It describes the “ making of a poet. I he

Scon~pved <far in the Memtd* #r. Davidsor i

nany>where

And m Time could take his ease,
\VeHAuan80 hold holiday ; where OKk..
upon the border of the world.

> -V | rigid Calvinist, has no sympathy with the
S *idd: Gtical and pagam dreams Ho addresses him in

iyur “* Nave you decided for the Lord
for vr,, '8 heart and mino are exercised
Now v Fsa vani®u. Will you turn to Christ1
NO 7 (”~0UNM axl elrong, you hanker for the world ;
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But think : the longest life must end at last,

And then come Death and Judgment. Are you fit
To meet your God before the great white throne |
If on the instant Death should summon you,
What doom would the Eternal Judge pronounce—
“ Depart from me,” or “ Sit on my right hand "1
In life it is your privilege to choose,

But after death you have no choice at all.

Die unbelieving, and in endless woe

You must believe throughout eternity.

The father’'s beseeching is helped by the mother’s, who
implores God to save her “ foolish boy,” who, at that very
moment, saw not the Holy Ghost, but Aphrodite, rising
from the sea, stepping inland, and evoking Adonis from his
sepulchre.

Then all the trees were lit with budding flames

Of emerald, and all the meads and leas,

Coverts and shady places, glades and dells,

Odored and dimly stained with opening flowers,

And loud with love-songs of impassioned birds,

Became the shrine and hostel of the spring.

But a “savage faith works woe.” His mother dies in
anguish for his sins. To spare his father he professes
confidence in Christ, and goes to kirk and takes the
communion. But he walks again in the evening beside
the purple firth, and dreams again his old dreams. He
says to himself that consciousness is God, that he is God ;
and he will preach this gospel of emancipation to all the
crushed and suffering slaves of earth. He tells this to his
father, who is horrified, but at last finds an awful comfort
in the thought that he will himself go to heaven, and
experience there

the exceeding glory of delight,
That shall entrance me with the constant thought
Of how in Hell through all eternity
My son performs the perfect will of God.

The stern Calvinist dies, and the son, kneeling beside him,
suddenly thinks that, if it be terrible to fall into the hands
of the living God, it is
much more dire
To sicken face to face, like our sad age,
Chained to an icy corpse of deity,
Decked though it be and painted and embalmed.

Finally he dismisses the proud thought that man is God.
To convert men to that faith would only found

A new religion, bringing new offence,
Setting the child against the father still.

He will have nothing to do with the “ ruthless creeds that
bathe tho earth in blood.” They are moods made into
dogmas, petrifactions of metaphors. He will be a man
apart, a poet, a mouthpiece for the souls of all men.

And lo ! to give me courage comes the dawn,
Crimsoning tho smoky east; and still the sun
With fire-shod feet shall step from hill to hill
Downward before the night; winter shall ply
His ancient craft, soldering the years with ice ;
And spring appear, caught in a leafless brake,
Breathless with wonder and the tears half-dried
Upon her rosy cheek ; summer shall come

And waste his passion like a prodigal

Right royally ; and autumn spend her gold
Froo-handed as a harlot; men to know,
Women to love are waiting everywhere.

“ Freo-handed as a harlot” is a daring but convincing
simile, and tho whole poem is powerful in conception and
execution.
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The next longest poem is “ The Exodus from Hounds-
ditch "—after Carlyle, the preacher of the old faith being
obviously suggested by Irving. One verse will show this
preacher’s attitude

| preach no system nebulous and new ;
God isoris not: | have not to sell

Cosmetics for the soul: | offer you
The choice of Heaven or Hell.

A vision is vouchsafed to this apostle of Jehovah of the
break-up of his creed and of what shall succeed it. A man
appears carrying a massive cross, which he flings into a
deep abyss, whereupon despair falls from him, and there
descends from the skies asound of “joy and clapping
hands.” Hell at last burns out, and the “ parish Heaven ”
ceases with it; earth and sky are left fair and clear, and
the people sing a song of emancipation ; at which the
preacher starts aghast and falls down dead, and no one
heeds his disappearance.

The “ Ballad of a Nun” has earned the denunciation of
Mr. W. T. Stead, who calls it a consecration of unchastity.
The heroine is doorkeeper of a convent, which stands on a
high hill, looking across a duchy :—

Where everlasting mountains flung
Their shadows over tower and town.

The jewels of their lofty snows

In constellations flashed at night;
Above their crests the moon arose ;

The deep earth shuddered with delight.

Long ere she left her cloudy bed,
Stdl dreaming in the orient land,

On many a mountain’s happy head
Dawn lightly laid her rosy hand.

The adventurous sun took Heaven by storm ;
Clouds scattered largesses of rain ;

The sounding cities, rich and warm,
Smouldered and glittered in the plain.

These are superb verses, with a strong, sure touch in every
line. The poor nun scourges herself to suppress the
rebellion of her blood, until one night, when the Carnival
is being kept in the nearest city, she flings off her robe,
and resolves to “ taste of love at last.” After a period of
wild indulgence she returns to the convent, where she has
not been missed, for the Virgin Mary has assumed her
personality and acted as door-keeper in her absence. The
Virgin speaks —
“You are sister to tlfe mountains now,
And sister to the day and night;
Sister to God.” And on the brow
She kissed her thrice, and left her sight.

Mr. Stead’s denunciation of this poem is based upon a
fallacy. He assumes that a poet writes affidavits and
syllogistic arguments. Mr. Davidson vindicates *“ the
flesh,” as Christianity calls it, in the heightened, telling
way of a poet. What he means is this, that woman is
marked out for a wife and mother, and that those who
deny their sex are farther off from nature than those who
abuse it; also that if nature is turned out of doors she is
very likely to come in at the window. Mr. Davidson is
not one to be frightened by the Steads of journalism.
He is a true poet, and he will deliver his message—in the

ro" = A W. FOOTE.

DECEIVING THE VULGAR.

CHRISTIANITY in England has beon intellectually under-
mined. What keeps it in place is its material establish-
ment with wealth, power, and respectability ; and a chief
buttress of this is the dread of imaginary issues, should it
fall. There are a class of people who view with dismay the
break up of supernatural beliefs. They fancy that, whether
true or not, these beliefs form a good auxiliary to the
policeman. Some even of those who have given up belief
in supernaturalism themselves think it good enough for
others.

They think truth is too good a thing to be made
common. For, they say, people cannot begot to think. To
most it is a painful process. Why not rather let the herd
ie in their happy delusion of angels and saints, gods and
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devils, while the thinkers, teachers, and rulers remain a
caste by themselves 1 This was a philosophy which suited
the slavish conditions of the past, and which the era of
democracy has not entirely destroyed, as anyone will fin®
out who gets in intimate conversation with some members
of “ the Broad Church.” They are fond of saying with
Voltaire : “Ah, croyez-moi | 'erreur a son mérite.” And with
him they exclaim: “ If God did not exist, it would be
necessary to invent Him !” which, as Miron remarked, s
exactly what has been done. .

A double doctrine has run through the history p
Christianity. Jesus Christ is said to have taught in
parables, “ That seeing they may see, and not perceive,
and hearing they may hear, and not understand ; lest at
an}' time they should be converted, and their sins should he
forgiven them” (Mark iv. 12). Paul boasted of being a
things to all men, of having been crafty and caught sonie
with guile ; and he said that God would send strong
delusions that they should believe a lie, that they nug*l
all be damned (1 Corinthians ix. 22 ; 2 Corinthians xii- 1,
2 Thessalonians ii. 11, 12 ; see, too, Romans iii. 7).

Bishop Ellicott admits {Cambridge Essays, p. 175) of tIC
early ages of the Church: “ They certainly cannot B
pronounced free from the influence of pious frauds an
Mosheim (cent, iii., sec. 10) speaks of their “ disingenuo'i
and vicious method of surprising their adversaries
artifices, and striking them down, as it were, by lies ar®
fictions.” Hermas, who is supposed to have been saliff®
by Paul (Romans xiv. 14), and whose Pastmewas said
Origen to be inspired, and is included in the Sinaitic Code
of the New Testament, is represented as confessing to a
angel that he never told the truth, whereupon his div®
visitor informs him that, if he keeps the command®en
now, “ even the falsehoods which you formerly told in y(”.
transactions may come to be believed through the trutlul
ness of your present statements. For even they L
become worthy of credit.” Eusebius, the father of Cm3 ~
history, in the words of Gibbon, “ indirectly confesses ~
he has related whatever might redound to the S'or/ 'fplG:
that he has suppressed all that could tend to the disgr
of religion.” ha?

It is curious and suggestive that the Society of Jesus
pre-eminence for the use of deception for the cause
religion. But Jesuitism, ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, V. n
confined to the followers of Ignatius Loyola. Itls
in the Anglican, who reads new interpretations Wt0 »
Thirty-nine Articles, and who preaches the salvation o
heathen, although he has sworn that he holds “ Thej*y
are to be had accursed that presume to say that N
man shall be saved by the law or sect which he prot »
so that he be diligent to frame his life according t° set
law and the light of nature. For holy scripture do ~
out unto us only the name of Jesus Christ, where3d ~
must be saved.” It is seen in the Presbyterian,
sworn to believe in the AVestminstor Confession of
preaches a doctrine wholly at variance with that con 0
It is seen in religionists of all kinds, who stu
conceal the facts they have learnt about the history
Bible and of theological beliefs. - tliv

Of all forms of deception the most detestable veyS&,
practised on children. Parents, guardians, g°v°the
and teachers ward oft undesired questions with
fables, and the minds of the young are warped and s “oUd
with nonsense which no mature and rational 1111 O tbdi
entertain. But often the children grow up to ~ the
their own teachers do not believe the fables, N ifa
discovery gives a far greater shock to their faith ~ = jyeit

tﬁalnk trrchfuI eéglanatmn had ’Qvugma‘c}i_r R%Erto

|Sy ypoSK"fAJdece VinE the vulgar lew«

Improvement ». ‘" UC1gtands in the WF\ of all ratio
«cause ,t will not squarely ont the fal

obi

sly
the

i aftlo

Politics in the Pui.iit—* Before the ebor? ! t to f{}?
the minister, | should like to make a sta n(jiJatL ul(

Jonesl is 11 .q ,lsa.n;
the Ie%ature I\tlow un(}uror inary Peircumstam™® * B¢

ailvise the brethren to vote for him ; but, as X g
lidate for the same place myself, it won!, (hot '« t v
politics to do so. Aou who are not afraid <

hereafter can vote for Brother Jones; but ai

short sermons, small collgétions, and cool

step over on my side.”
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WAS CHRIST A SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
REFORMER?

( Continuedfrom page 67.)
parable of “ the rich man who set up greater barns,”
‘elated in Luke (xii.), is another illustration of Christ's
elective teachings in reference to the affairs of this life,
he man in the parable proposed to enlarge his premises so
hat he might be able to put by increased stock of fruits
, . goods, and thus be in a position to take his “ ease, eat,
rink, and be merry.” There does not appear to be any
great crime in this, for he lacked room wherein to bestow
/3 fruits, etc. (v. 17). Surely there could be no serious
lection to making such careful provision for “a rainy
Such conduct is frequently necessary to the advance-
Alerson;d comfort and general civilisation. Have
Christians in all ages, since their advent, done the
Unf6 ~ ng> when they have had the opportunity ? Laying
Ptreasures on earth, although forbidden by Christ, is
hu effective precaution against starvation, and against
Y n8 ") old age the slave of charity. But for doing this
srt ,tng the man wes dold.. “ Abou fool, thiS nigint thy
thin  ~~ 'IC refirrei™ of thee ; tien whose shatl those
<id® be which thou hast provided 7’ (v. 20). Jesus then
it Therefore 1 say unto you, take no thought foteyour
' Wihat ye shall eat,” etc. Here we have the prominent
Sihpdt'un reuirement of making the duties of this world
by erviont to the demands of a future existence put forth
one who is claimed as being a model social reformer.
sho n a”eg°d that Christ meant that the man in the parable
stor ( 7ave distributed his fruits and goods rather than
them up, the reply is, the account does not say so.
no* Christ, instead of making heaven the principal
of * j~tion, point out the evil influence of the monopoly
be j th upon human society ? The social problems cannot
of ypy by indulging in speculations as to another world,
to }fl IC JWe have had no experience. The principle sought
of # On °.rced in this parable is evidently that the soul is
great°r° importance than the body, and that heaven is of
time 6- Value than earth. Thoughtlessness of the things of
“Tort} directly encouraged by reference to the ravens :
hollSe “oy neither sow nor reap; which neither have store-
j”e norbarn; and God feedeth them” (v. 24).
thmiy\Wortby of note that Jesus never once intimated
HWpgshout his career, wither &y direct otatement r
'ksirahl 10> that this world was the noblest and most
of g .®dwelling place for man, and that it was the home
home la “eiic'ty and mutual happiness. His heart and
prepai.Q/ore 'n his Father’s, house, whither he went to
protlis a place for his followers, to whom he gave a
oitnjgu.yhat he would come and receive them unto
the pfjijb °hn xiv. 2, 3). So little did Christ understand
Qwtou’SO™N T °I secular reform that when ho condemned
"as becatiCSS~which was very laudable upon his part) it
i°r inh’-e he thought it interfered with the preparation
oonsOfl,.' 1lting “ mansions in the skies,” rather than in
licc °f its effects upon homes on earth. He
~fort. °The°Oke(l th-C agencies that promote human
'in] to advam? [Meatls "bat have been employed to produce
> i Rati ce civilisation received from him no matured
“’1"»% )] 7 every word attributed to him had been
~sikm ;. i’ no* onc feature of modern progress would be
Itbiassecj t ¢Y’-  1jGt anyone carefully read, with an
n inti’ *0 Nno ' i n
val 2P0 bhiltsophiBtuth au 2°°"° P PRoblm
>lijv sc'rat'f'c fact did he explain 1 What socia The
What political scheme did*w unf

'Voil leshnnent does not inform _us. .« were
BBlip." ttler RagR>With less pretensiens thaR himself, we t
iDlgions~r g the werld their theughts upen these §ea,
K io %j\.ﬁesos remained silent in reference to them. It
Ul F%)Fsa# at to deal with the subjects was ngt,
at the t%, _ é{téﬁfﬁé"s* % T talk ghout another

"onfyl. = —FE SEFIHIER] g uragu ntstofsiserthany
Grtgh,N0tl is miade goeed that, whatever else he was, he

Itaei, Wes o pitisical and social reformer.

W S anT Practicd Jla,t the g?ﬂ&gl of Christ is a \ci\ P°o
ismuch as it never deals

, -omforts of human beings. " @&
any means by which the poor could obtain
sad whicl' they could secure the amelioration o

*kQ Kkt "o - -
with .. Is 1101here overlooked that Christ is
aying that those who sought the “ Kingdom

nT*

cons7)
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of God ” should have food, drink, etc., added unto them
(Luke xii.). But, unfortunately, experience teaches that
such a promise cannot be relied upon, for it is too well
known that many of those persons who occupied much of
their time in seeking the kingdom of God remained
destitute of the necessaries of life. It was during the
prevalence of this superstitious belief, and of an un-
reasonable reliance upon Christ, that personal misery and
intellectual sterility prevailed throughout the land. For
many generations the indiscriminate followers of Jesus
failed to give the world any new thought, or to establish
any new political or social institution; and from the
Church nothing of practical secular value emanated during
the fifteen centuries of its uninterrupted reign. This,
however, is not all that can be fairly urged upon this
point. The followers of Christ not only failed to originate
any social scheme for the good of general society them-
selves, but they did their utmost to crush those who did.
It appears almost incredible that such persistent efforts
were ever made to extinguish every new thought as those
recorded of Christians, when they had the power to do as
they pleased. New books were despised and destroyed,
and new inventions were said to be the work of the Devil.
True happiness dannot co-exist with physical slavery and
mental serfdom, and yet, it must be repeated, Jesus did
nothing to remove these evils. His apathy towards the
institution of slavery is the more strange if we accept the
authority of Griitz, that Christ was connected with the
Essenes, and that, to some extent, he founded his system
upon theirs. By that community slavery, we are told,
was prohibited ; yet we read that both bond and free were
one in Christ Jesus. Is not this striking evidence that
Jesus had no intention to seek the removal of this inhuman
blot from the history of our race 1

Those persons to-day who desire to establish a relation-
ship between Socialism and Christianity dwell with much
persistency upon Christ’s views as to the division of
property. But let us see what are the facts of the case.
Jesus told those who were willing to leave their homes,
families, and lands for his “ sake and the Gospels .
(Mark x.), that they should receive “ an hundredfold " of
each in this world, besides “ eternal life in the world to
come.” Now, this is ridiculous in the extreme; for what
possible advantage could it be to any one to have his or
her relatives multiplied a hundredfold ? Besides, where
could Christ get either a hundred mothers to replace
every one that had been forsaken, or a hundred acres of
land to compensate for each one that had been given up 1
And even supposing he could do this, what becomes of the
theory of despising landed possessions 1 Moreover, if the
smaller number and quantity were a drawback, the larger
must be more so. Further, there is but little self-denial

involved in parting with ten acres of land to secure a
thousand. It is really surprising that the Jews did not
“catch on” in this matter. Probably they saw that it

jwas all a sham, because Christ had no means of keeping
his promise. Whore were the houses, land, etc., to come
from 1 Evidently Christ had none, for he appears to have
been entirely destitute of all worldly goods, having “ not
where to lay his head” (Matthew viii. 20). Would not
such an augmentation of property be antagonistic to the
principle Jesus taught on another occasion, when he said
“lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth”
(Matthew vi.) 1 No marvel that his friends thought he
was “ beside himself” (Mark iii. 21), or that the Jews
considered “ he hath a devil, and is mad” (John x. 20),
and that *“ neither did his brethren believe in him”
(John vii. 0). If any man at the present time dealt with
the question of property in the same way as Christ is here
represented to have done, he would not be regarded as a
social reformer, Imt rather as a man whose intellect was
far from being brilliant, and whoso ideas were exceeding”
confused. Christ’'s reply to the high priest, who asked
him the quostion, “ Art thou the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed?” (Mark xiv. Gl), is, to my mind, clear evidence
that ho was noithor the political nor the social Messiah
that some persons allogo him to have been. His reply
was, “ | am ; and ho shall see the son of man sitting on the
right hand of powor, and coming in the clouds of heaven. '’
Does not this accord with his statement, “ I am not of the
world,” and “ my kingdom is not of this world ” ? Should
not this settle at once, as a fact, that the mission of Jesus
was not to be the founder of an earthlyvgovernment, or
the promotor of a mundane social system ?
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As to the idea that Christ will come, as he said, “ in the
clouds,” that relates to the future, and has no bearing upon
the present inquiry, the results of which will not be affected
by either the fulfilment or the failure of that prediction.
The question is not what will be, but rather what Christ
did to entitle him to be classified as a secular reformer.
Professor Graham, as we have seen, admits that Christ did
not inaugurate State Socialism, but that he only proposed
a sort of friendly society among Christians themselves. In
doing even this, however, he showed himself sadly defective
in the knowledge necessary to a real reformer. There exists
to-day in this country an old-established Christian sect,
termed Quakers, who keep a common treasury for the
purpose of aiding those of their numbers who are in need.
But, be it observed, they fill their treasury by industry and
the result of laboring “ for the meat which perisheth,” the
very thing that Jesus forbade. The method of the Quakers
is a very charitable one, for it prevents their poorer
members from going to the workhouse, or from begging in
the streets, as other Christians are so often forced to do.
They are enabled, by this plan of industry and of “ taking
thought for the morrow,” to preserve their dignity and
self-respect, and to receive all the advantages of assistance
without being branded as paupers, who have to forfeit
many rights in consequence of their poverty. This scheme
of mutual aid is not based upon Christ's advice to “ forsake
all,”junder the insane idea that they will be kept alive, upon
the same principle that the ravens and the lilies of the field
are; on the contrary, among the Quakers all who can both
“toil and spin.” Jesus, in his method, counselled no sort
of thrift, nor made any provision for the time of need.
There is no record, that | am aware of, that any society of
men ever lived upon help from heaven without labor, and
due care being taken for the requirements of life. Certainly
such a society does not exist in “ Christian England.”

Charles W atts.
(To beconcluded.)

THE DATES OF THE BIBLE BOOKS.

( Concludedfrom p. GO)

Job.—The date we assign to Job will depend entirely
upon our ideas of the date of the Psalms, for the book of
Job displays close familiarity with the book of Psalms,
even with the later ones. As we shall see presently, the
Psalms are not earlier than the Maccabees; so that Job
cannot have been written before 100 B.c., and was probably
later. The speeches of Elihu, at the end of the book, are
universally recognised to be by a much later hand; so
that the work, in its complete form as it exists to-day,
cannot be much earlier than the Christian era.

The Psalms betray a unity of thought and expression
which precludes the idea of their having been written at
various times during an extended period. They differ
widely from the ancient songs of the Hebrews, such as the
Psalm of Habakkuk iii., or the fragments quoted from the
book of Jasher, and they move in a circle of ideas of their
own. They seem generally to refer to a period of great
unrest, when Judaism was suffering from external and
internal foes, such as we find during the period of the
Maccabean revolt. Psalm cx. agrees -fn its phraseology
with 1 Maccabees xiv. 41, and contains the name of Simon
Maccabeus in an acrostic. But if the Psalms themselves
date from the Maccabean period, the book itself must
necessarily be later, for it shows traces of being an amalga-
mation of previous collections, oven to the extent of giving
two versions of the same Psalm (such as xiv. and liii.).
The most probable date for the amalgamation of these
different collections of Maccabean Psalms is the enlarge-
ment and rebuilding of the Temple by Herod, B.C. 14.

Ecclesiastes— Dean Plumptre has shown conclusively
that this work is full of Greek idioms, and that it was
written by one having a complete knowledge of the Stoic
and Epicurean philosophies. He places it between the
deaths of Zeno, the Stoic (240 B.C), and Ptolemy
Epiphanes (181 B.c.). The latter date is dictated by the
particulars given m the prologuo to the apocryphal book of
Ecclesiasticus—a w°rk which is founded upon Ecclesiastes.
But Professor Gratz has shown that the text of this
prologue varies widely, an(i that it is not found in all the
copies and versions, so that it must bo a late addition.
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We must allow a considerable interval from the death of
Zeno before the Stoical philosophy could have penetrated to
the Jews. Gratz assigns Ecclesiastes to the time of Herod,
4 B.c.; and, although most critics make it older by a
century and a half, yet the balance of probability is in his
favor. Ecclesiastes was not admitted into the Jewish
canon till 160 AD.

The Song of Solomon is an amorous stage play in dialog!'®
form. Its canonicity was denied as late as the time of
Hadrian, and many Jews treated it as a secular song,
which they sung at their banquets—a practice vigorously
denounced by Rabbi Akiba. It is written in very I¥®
Hebrew, and contains Persian and Greek words. It ean
hardly be earlier than 250 B.C.

Proverbs.--The book of Proverbs is difficult to date, as i®
offers no historical allusions. Seeing, however, that t®
language in some parts closely resembles Aramaic, ad
several common Aramaic words are used, the collection
must have been made at a very late period, when llcbrc"
was passing out of general use. It is generally admitt®
to be later than the return from the Exile; and, as through-
out it speaks very loyally of the “ king,” it is probably
earlier than the Maccaboan revolt.

Isaiah is a composite work. It is generally dlstlngmsh®
into two parts : 1 Isaiah and 2 Isaiah. 2 Isaiah compr'sS
chapters xl.-Ixvi., and is assigned by all critics of note to
poet living in the time of Cyrus; for the whole standpo'll
of the poem is that of the Babylonian exile. But it ®u®
not be supposed that the first thirty-nine chapters are a
of an earlier date ; some are even later. The only parts0
the book which profess to be by the hand of Isaiah at
vi. 1-13 and viii. 1-18; but these very verses speak of t
Exile, “ cities wasted without inhabitants”; “ the la’ff
utterly desolate.” When we study the sections referll’»
to the Assyrian period, we come upon traces of
coloring. Thus, in chapter vii., Isaiah is said to have ’
son bearing the unique name, Shear-jashub, “ the reran»'
shall return.” And this at a time when no rel"nfer
had gone away! xiii. 1-22, xiv. 1-23, and some ptjl
passages, are generally admitted to have been writ
during, or shortly after, the captivity. But the D
portion is contained in chapters Xxxiv.-xxvii. ir-fic
chapters differ widely from Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or the B*
writings. The seemingly historical allusions are rea
symbolical, and cannot be made to square with our kn
ledge of ancient history. The theological views of
writer accord more with those of the book of Daniel
any other OIld Testament writer, xXiv. 21 teach®*
guardian angels similar to those of the Persians and &
in Daniel; and xxvi. 19 announces the resurre® »
another late Jewish doctrine, xxvi. 20 advises the J®” is
hide themselves for a while till the anger of - of
passed, thus implying that it was written at a t”_®
trouble. These points can hardlv be accidental, anfl e
are therefore justified in assigning these cha ﬁqga
Maccabean period, 165 B.c. Consequently, 1ﬁ§$a L

collection of prophecies, formed at the very curliest ™ O iJ

and the book was completed by the addition of 2 Is'

some unknown later period. pOoh
Jeremiah.— Strictly speaking, the present Hebrew

of Jeremiah is later than the Christian cril* rraiige'

Septuagint version differs widely from it in tho » “~rd

ment of the prophecies, and in bulk, for it is q®10 jj»d»
smaller. So that the Greek translators must hav text,
different and shorter hiebrew text before them. \'[n, I “
however, was not entirely by the hand of Jerenna >>er to®
to li. 50 are recognised as having been written a «iid
Exile; while chapters xxvii. to xxix. differ m s j»®
orthography from the rest of the book, and 11 jjies®
been taken from a post-Exilic source. Thereto >Oljje
prophecies cannot have been collected together

where about 500 B.C. 0h1

kiel 13 onn nf *|

TeJESTENt B nP S hompgeneats books in-
reached its prment Jdustified in taking it as H x/g
wes di «>,, ajout 550 b.c. Its canoil
divergence front \ ° > tIG"hbins on the ground . j.
between theE te i! Pentateu’h>for it is really fjg
while IN0-> n°niist and the Priestly Codes, Joit
of the latter ~ )oy°nd the former, it falls obviously -

written mtheearlypar‘cgfZIL(G(SS,CE\e relﬁm
llosea professes to have been written In
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezckiah, kings of

Jeroboam, King of Israel. But Jeroboam

e
Was pot
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contemporary of these other kings ; and Hosea, a prophet
0 northern Israel, is extremely unlikely to have dated his
Productions by the reigns of kings of Judah. The idea of
ne editor who prefixed this title appears to have been to
ake Hosea a contemporary of Isaiah, who is credited
"nth the same date (Isaiah i. 1). Hosea iii. 4 clearly
oters to the destruction of Samaria, and must be dated
about 720 b.c.
Joel is dated in the margin of our Bibles as 800 B.C.
s> however, he is quite silent about the kingdom of
rael, the Assyrians, or Babylonians, but mentions the
reeks, and speaks of the temple as though it were
nduigi arid services regularly carried on in it, we can
ny conclude that he lived in the early days of the Greek
Oinitiation, about 300 b.c.
Amos is the earliest book in the Bible. It is dated
. Wb years before the earthquake” which happened in the
Jint reigns of Azariah of Judah and Jeroboam of Israel,
n f- _ about 750 B-c- i A
al .duih mentions “ Sepharad,” which is shown by the
p, ¢ ,rm inscriptions to have been the ancient name of
j. rygia>where Jews were settled by the early Greek
jr S8’ and he alludes explicitly to the exploits of Judas

rcferrl 1B AN N B'CG t0 which year the book must be

The book of Jonah is referred to in the New
q ;m(l must have been well known when the
Jon h BWei'e written. Modern critics see in it an allegory.
fro‘ltlv typifies the Jewish nation, which has a mission
mis ' y<@*veb to preach to the world. Judah neglects his
(com°n’ anc™ *s! therefore, swallowed up by Babylon
the "W '7eremiab li. 34); but, after being disgorged by
fronimf  ter> Preaches to the Gentiles and saves them
expl tho threatened wrath of Yahveh. But, if this

bookUIf*TOn b° trUe’ t0 what period must we assign the
forjp ',onah 1 It does not accord with the time of Ezra,

adver2ra = v frigndly fegling fop, the35Rcilfsy, and s
adversaries had no'idea of evangel  p q0 wb fin é
#ot until the beginning of the Ch =
Jews anxious to spread a knowledg

jaw among the
~  Pharisees,

Gentiles; and then it is only the sect oM® heaven
who are described by the Evange is xxiii. 15).

earth to gain one proselyte ( jonah_ to be a
ppnsequently we must consider ‘the Jewish May

mud of missionary tract, circulating
~eetings, and inculcating the conve
ft may probably be dated about 0O = & , 0 reigns of

Micah professes to have been compose refer to
Jetham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah; hut this can only, ~ ~ ~
@®haps. i. to v. Ewald has shown that v . yyellhausen
futer hand, about the time of Manasseh, captivity,

~hows Vii. 7-20 to date from the g~ en Spiled
fhout 550 b.c. Thus the book cannot have

tpe heathen,
N &Uttle later.

before that date. .wmrtion of Nineveh

Nahum is a poem, celebrating the d shortly after
606 b.c., and was most probably written snoir y

hatevent.
, Habakkuk is in two parts— one prose,

He wrote before the Exile, but bow long before is

0 doubt. We will put him 600b.c. rei,,n of Josiah,
abch)RkbaéBatt]Cis dated, by the title in the

ntver poetry.
matter

in tho second >car of Darius
. tw0 different
. of

it gives its date

ystaspeS 520 b.c. :
, ¢Khiruih consists of prophecies by at leas
S*s. In the title Zechariah is styled the son”™”

I(Crochiah, tho son of Iddo. Butin Ezra \. > ‘con{usion
Zeehariah, son of Iddo.” Knobel suggests

Zechariah, son of Berechiah, mentaonedMentioned

iah,son of Berechia »

g murdered INthe temple shortly

atthow Yvi'i; ~ero>and ho is also referred to in

xxiii. 35. Zcchariah 1. to viii=are datddpinp ti

,®cond and fourth years of Darius Y-oerent writer.

i,irbeopest of tho book is by an entire Kncudopeed*11
J It'nriadh Wellhausen, in his attigle in the dddsiauazy

v*plaineq’  1uts.0,,t that chapters ix. to xiv. can best be

accabees'. u fTIn? heen written during tho time of tho

rtolld imm,. .U — Heauaies te ageept this conclusion, as it
of Imply too late a date for the formation of tho canon

~ 0 Minor Prophets. As, however, it

l%oe

ippears that

R . N
Bifechklr]hs’{ﬁg E&?{&g\é Itr%t has Jtbertchiah, but tho name is still
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Obadiah must, from historical reasons, be dated in the time
of the Maccabees, this objection disappears. Therefore,
Zechariah, as a whole, must date from 160 B.C.

Malachi is part of the book of Zechariah, and has only
been separated from it in order to make up the number of
twelve minor prophets. Its title is in the same form as
Zechariah ix. 1, xii. 1. “ Malachi” is not a Hebrew name,
but merely means “ my messenger.” The Septuagint has
“ The word of the Lord by his messenger,” which shows
that the translator read a Vau, instead of Yod, a3 in the
present Hebrew text. The older Jews recognised perfectly
that Malachi was not a proper name; for the Targum of
Jonathan assigns this prophecy to Ezra, and the Talmud to
Mordecai, which also affords proof that the real author was

unknown. Chilperic.

NOT PEACE, BUT A SWORD.

They say England is a Christian country. If the country
thinks this a desirable and honorable appellation, let it
not question the justness of its application; if Christians
consider the country a credit and a testimonial to their
religion, let them not cavil at the fitness of the
description. But the world is governed by terms, and
ruled by appearances. The use of the word Christian in
the present age in this country provides a clothing of
respectability, and how necessary it is to assume respect-
ability— society respectability—even if the quality be not
really possessed, is the knowledge of the least experienced.
There may, nevertheless, be an amount of accuracy in the
observation that England is a Christian country. When
we are brave enough to throw off our hypocritical airs and
fictitious assumptions, and when we release ourselves from
patriotic influences and come to impartially examine our-
selves as a nation, we confess that one of the most respected
and cherished institutions in England is that of drunken-
ness; that we support living monuments and systems
which speak our licentiousness ; that selfishness is soundly
ingrained in our national character ; that ingratitude isone
of our distinguishing characteristics, and that avarice and
hypocrisy are two vices with which we are not altogether
unacquainted. Finally, we confess that, as a nation, we
are marked for our religious proclivities. England is a
Christian country. Of course. Last year our Christian
legislators devoted over £21,000,000 of the country’s
funds for the support of the army, and over £18,000,000
for the navy, two “ branches of the public service” whose
functions are the destruction of human life. These vast
sums, which are utilised for the maintenance of men
trained in the use of deadly instruments, seem to regulate
the propagation of the belief that it is glorious to engage
in the slaughter of fellow men if the whims and fancies of
kings and governments are thereby appeased, and the
expenditure of so many millions on the implements of war
can be taken to authorise on behalf of the nation the
savage custom of honoring those who have devastated
countries, wrecked homes, and washed their hands in
human blood. Tho men who now so ruthlessly squander
the national finances may one day be reproached for
encouraging the gratification of the base and brutal instincts
of men, for stifling their higher passions, for blasting their
feelings of love, and for establishing their fellowship with
the beasts. But that time is not yet.

That war is a curse—perhaps a necessary one under
present conditions—is acknowledged by all classes to-day,
and even Christian clergymen wax indignant in their
denunciation of it. What value may be attached to their
indignation can be estimated when we read that a sum of
more than £58,000 was entered in the army estimates of
last year for tho remuneration of chaplains, whose duty it
is, presumably, to accompany regiments to the battlefield
in time of war, and pray for tho defeat and slaughter of
tho opposing forces. There can be no doubt that England
is a Christian country.

Tho National Debt of England is now fixed at a figure
abovo £587,000,000. Tho greater part of this huge debt
has been incurred by past wars, and more than half of the
taxation which is levied on the country to-day is the price
Englishmen liavo to pay for the unrighteous shedding of
blood in tho past and tho preparation for similar sanguinary
exploits in tho future. Europe, which is for the most part
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Christian, is saddled with the sum of (£200,000,000 per
annum for the maintenance of vast armaments, a similar
sum representing the interest which hafc to paid on the
debt incurred for previous wars.

If it were but calmly considered what good might be
accomplished were these immense sums diverted from their
present purposes, how much better in the matter of moral
and intellectual strength nations would become, and how
the brutal instincts of man could be subjugated and his
affections cultivated were countries not cursed with the
incentive to conflict, surely some great effort would be
made by which greater securities for peace would be pro-
vided in the future. The patriotic Englishman is ever
ready with the unholy cry that peace can only be promoted
by keeping England armed to the teeth. Fancy, prepara-
tion for war being the best manner to ensure peace!
Certainly in the present state of universal armament it
would be absurd for any one country to divest itself of
arms ; but, viewed from an impartial standpoint, is the
boasted aim of England to maintain a naval fleet equal to
that of any other three combined more moral than the
enforced militarism of continental countries t This anxiety
on the part of one particular nation to equal in power the
combined forces of any number of other nations is really
the cause of the maintenance of such vast military and
naval bodies, and constitutes, further, the principal danger
to international peace. Is England, then, responsible for
the present condition of armed Europe 1

How well can we remember that oftentimes in our recent
history a body of sensationalists have, for party or com-
mercial purposes, raised a scare as to England’s insecurity,
and that many millions have been consequently expended
on additions to the navy and the army. And how well
do we also remember the sequels : Foreign countries have
increased their armaments in a similar degree, and eventu-
ally our relations with foreign powers have been exactly the
same as they were before the last big expenditure had been
made. There is no soundness in the contention that
England must arm herself so lavishly for the mere pur-
pose of protection. The incentive of war lies in the
maintenance of big armed forces. Lord Rosebery bore
witness to the truth of this in his speech at Guildhall last
November. He said: “ There are three elements in the
present situation which are not altogether reassuring in
the interests of peace. One is those enormous armaments
that roll up like snowballs, and snowballs which seem
never to end, and which are, | freely acknowledge, in their
essence, being territorial armies, measures of defence, and
not of defiance; but there are in these great armaments
some danger to peace itself. In the first place, there is the
feeling that you cannot for ever perfect tools of great
precision, of great expense, without sometimes having the
wish to test them and to use them ; and, in the second
place, there is the still greater danger that the people who
have to bear the burden of these armaments, weary of the
blood and taxation that they involve, may some day say
it will be better to put an end to this long-continued
pressure and put all to the hazard of the die.”

Such is the alarm of an English Prime Minister after
centuries of religious education and domination. Had
Agnostics, Atheists, and others of unorthodox bearings
been the guardians of the country’s fortunes, their
descendants would have been long er\ now swept from
power, on the score that existing conditions were sufficient
commentaries on the tendencies of their teachings. But
Agnostics and anti.-Christians have not been in power, and
they have nut moulded the fortunes of the country.
England has given many of her best sons, and almost all of
her governors and legislators, as partisans of that creed
“in whose name,” Mr. John Morley declares, “ more
human blood has been violently shed than in any other
cause whatever.” England has been subject to tho solo
direction and care of the disciples of one who, if we are to
believe the Gospels, stated it was his mission to bring a
sword upon earth, and not establish peace. Surely about
the only thing he ever succeeded in doing ! And not only
has the long-continued establishment of Christianity failed
to prevent nations battling one against the other with
cannons, powder, and bayonets, on the slightest and most
imaginary provocations, but its spirit of racial and class
hatred, of personal animosity, uncharitableness, and perse-
cution has permeated individual natures. In the wake of
religion there lurk the monsters of oppression, tyranny,
and war. It is said that the shedding of innocent blood
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was necessary for the world’s salvation; the adherents of
this belief have been guilty of the shedding of much
innocent blood since the event in which they place so much
concern. Be a household ever so happy and contented, the
introduction of religion invariably tends to discord and
sorrow; it turns the father against the son, the daughter
against the mother, the brother against the sister. Be »
community ever so peaceable, amicable, and loving, a bitter
spirit of sectarianism is created, and riot and unrest occur
in the event of religion obtaining a hold in its midst.

Mr. W. T. Stead, who is very cold-blooded at times in
criticising his friends, recently wrote: “ There are people»
and good people too, who will make a prayer-meeting &
much a field for the indulgence of their pugnacious instincts
as Yon Moltke and Yamagata made of the districts ui
which their armies operated. Indeed, there would often
be a great deal more of the true Christian spirit in some
of our little meeting-places if class leaders and official®
could liberate their embittered sentiments by a good bout
of fisticuffs, instead of taking them to the throne of gr»c®
and praying at each other in language the venom of which
is very imperfectly concealed by conventional phraseology
and a copious veneer of scriptural texts. There is nothing
more familiar to those who are acquainted with the mani-
festations of the old Adam under a Christian cloak than
the dexterity with which he can use texts from the Old
Testament and the New, as the soldier uses the bomb, d
the sailor his torpedo-boat. The spirit is there, full ot
wrath and bitterness and rivalry and all uncharitableness >
and Diotrephes, in the class, or in chapel, or in church,
quite as much a child of the devil as any swashbuckler 0
them all.” He came not to bring peace. Verily hath
Christ succeeded, and truly is England a Christbll
country. ,

Arbitration, no doubt, is a very desirable substitute 1
war. The arbitrament of reason is preferable to t
arbitrament of the sword ; but the danger lies in the like
hood that those who are worsted in the reasoning may y
resort to the argument of the sword. International pe» '
however, will scarcely be brought about by deputatm
and public meetings. Not until nations cease to be crau
in the hatred of “ foreigners,” until children are trained
more in racial exclusiveness and affection for the trappil».
of war, and until men are educated out of the false id »
of the glories of slaughter, will arbitration be possible- »
will only be brought about by the gradual and system*
eradication of the pugnacious instincts of man ; for, 'v ...
people of the same race, blood, and religion perpetu»
fall foul of one another, there will exist little probapl *
of their becoming more amicable to those of a difter
nation, blood, and creed. Fred Widso>

ACID DROPS.

Mr. Augustine Birreel has done some “ Birrelling” *@\g
Nineteenth Century. He remarks that first-class . Ops,
thinkers are caressed by society and hob-a-nob with ‘A (id-
while second-class Freethinkers are insulted and persec
Charles Bradlaugh belonged to the second-class, say®
Birrell. His life was a hard one, and lie was “ abuse >ci),
never criticised.” “In a single sentence,” writes Mr- *>* e
“ he was never taught the extent of his own ign0l yeeP
Perhaps not. But we doubt if Mr. Birrell would ha'

able to teach him. Of all the impertinence in the ~ O0f
there is none so insufferable as tlio impertiuen
<&culture.” ,every

Now that Hugh Price Hughes is back again his » yy;lgs-
fine and large ” style is spread over the Methodist i
His adjectives, and especially his adverbs, are such as ~very
religious paper would tolerate. Every epithet, jj »
description, is superlative. Mr. Hughes scorns ® 7\jjif?
miserable word as “ greatly,” and condescends to 1 j, &
less than “ immensely.” His cocksureness, too, is elf erst*P
startle a Macaulay. He is in an indentured lart trui
with God Almighty. Every servant of God,
friend of Christ, every real promoter of the.King.®

editor of the Methodist Times.
L L lussili
it is a significant fact that Mr. Hughes’s paper m
its praise of Sir William Harcourt, and steadily , fOtis.
of Lord Rosebery. Sir William Hatters the None'll 0
Conscience ; Lord Rosebery is too proud to do iU
the kind. This is the whole explanation.
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«*A great cause of the “ crushing defeat of the Liberal
Party ” at Evesham, according to Mr. Hughes, is “ the
ftl Ford Rosebery to arouse the moral enthusiasm of
Cle Nonconformists.” Poor creatures ! Cannot they vote
straight, not to say early and often, unless Lord Rosebery
nas his galvanic battery in constant application to their
Moral enthusiasm "1 We should have thought their own
weekly organs supplied enough “ arousing.”

¢ Mr. Gladstone knew perfectly well, as he often con-
essed,” says the Methodist Times, “ that the Nonconformists
pere the backbone of the army of progress in England.”
‘very Nonconformist on reading this should grow two
Qches taller. Rut is it truel Well, it all depends on what
& Meant by “progress.” The “ progress” of the Non-
~°ntormist Conscience means the reduction of English life
m  moil°tonous drab, only relieved by tea-fights and
Hu | ,Sruggles>illlH the excitement of a sermon by Mr

Nonconformists are the backbone of the army of progress,
WU,ey 1 Let us take an illustration. The last Wesleyan
j |diodist Conference was startled by the portent of a lady

eiegate. A special committee was appointed to consider
fil8 tremendous novelty. Should women be admitted to

Conference, or should they not 1 This committee metin
f e Centenary Hall recently, sat in the morning, adjourned
to* ulch» all(l sat again in the afternoon. At last it came

a decision, by a majority of sixteen to eleven, that
@0? 6? should be admitted to the Conference. The pill was
not however, with the comforting assurance that “it is
. 1probable that many women will be so elected.” It was

.Pointed out that a delegation to the Conference is only
wl .y offige” Tne male eex io still to monopolise the
I'Mprt, and every other function that has any salary
4Hached to it.

backwiS h°w the Nonconformists assert themselves as the

'iettl 7?ne«°f *he army of progress. Secular Societies
re leH this woman question long ago ; or rather they never

Wa'l, ~ Has open. It did not occur to them that there
Wfn y reason why women, if they chose, should not be as
eit) u; W Men ; or any reason why they should be debarred,
of /iIT by law or custom, from any office they were capable
ifiHUlr>g.. This was one of the things which John Stuart
to acJMired in our movement. It is amusing to Secularists
i0 e the Nonconformist backbone of the army of progress
°Plv v fe agitation over such a simple matter. They can

j ntt their eyebrows, and exclaim, “ What a backbone !”

WI0  Crescent, noticing the case of Mr. Wise, of Kansas,

(Fai k he tried for sending a passage from the Bible

there «Xx£xwri- 12) on a postcard, says : “What a contrast

filtP Is between this Christian Bible, with its plethora of
r disgusting passages, and the Holy Koran, not a

Flush tline whereof contains a word which would bring a
to the cheek of the most modest virgin.”

~istn tfaders credit me with power to do a great deal, but |

revigif t ability to get the Book of Common Prayer
to or even to get the Psalter re-edited. 1 am obliged
Me fm.1 ! because a gentleman in the country has come to

Psalm distance in getting the imprecatory passages in the
cites °IdHted from the public services of the Church. He
“55 U h verses as the following

themj,V J6—Let death come hastily upon them, and let
“5s , down quick into hell.
" 581 - 6—Break their teeth, O God, in their mouths.

" v' 9-- The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the
~Anodly00 >F® shall wash his footsteps in the blood of the

thinB'e® 23~That thy foot may be dipped in jthe blood of
Hroulr PHO8! and that the tongue of thy dogs may be red

“ the same.
Kreat™

\\// P—Let his children be vagabonds, and beg their
loo.

c it
A

11.—Let there be no man to pity him, nor to have
10n upon his fatherless children.”— Truth.

F like n'\Ver Wendell Holmes said that the mind of the bigot
Pupil of the eye—the more light you throw into it,
‘ Uer it grows.
-Prank \r
Severafuarscamp is a scamp who has marred the fortunes
t °Utlis \MfSeiivant girls» and who is now retired for eighteen
¢(NMifted t t 10 PuhHc expense.  Detective Sergeant Ward

~tini»» = t the prisoner had been a speaker at religious
bs in Hyde Park.

S}glﬁf(léts%qw chemist had atouching appeal from d callow
wd Sunday. “Gimme a pennorth o' pldister,
“Naw: right, my boy. Been cycling on Sunday,

|1 wis snavm’ for the Sunday-schule I

tojrhél‘vé.lpe asks the American bishops to teach journalists
J Aspect for religion; but journalists are an
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intractable lot, and even those connected with Catholic
papers sometimes consider their own office superior to that
of a bishop. -

When the convict first arrived at Princetown it struck
him as rather appropriate to hear the warder whistling that
lovely air, “ Abide with me.”

A church at Marsalawas unroofed during acyclone, and, a
marriage being in progress, the bride was fatally crushed by
the falling debris.

A writer in the Living Church analyses the returns of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, and
shows that there are 4,366 churches with less than 100
communicants each, 1,506 having between 100 and 200,
twenty-four with 1,000, two with over 2,000 and one with
over 3,000 communicants.

The American House of Bishops, assembled in Council at
New York, have issued a pastoral letter in opposition to the
growing rationalism and latitudinarianism. They affirm
that all who minister in holy things must hold and teach
the Incarnation ; that Jesus Christ was, “ by the operation
of the Holy Ghost, made very man, of the substance of the
Virgin Mary, his mother, and that without spot of sin.”
They say : “ Unless our Lord Jesus Christ is firmly held to
be God’s own true and proper Son, equal to the Father as
touching his godhead, and to be also the true Son of the
Blessed Virgin, by miraculous conception and birth, taking
our very manhood of her substance, we sinners have no
true and adequate mediator; our nature has no restored
union with God; we have no sacrifice for our sins in full
atonement and propitiation, holy and acceptable to God.”

They further affirm that the Holy Scriptures are the
word of God, and “ any instruction,” say they, “or any
study which makes any part of the Bible less authoritative
than it really is, which weakens faith in its inspiration,
which tends to eliminate Christ from the utterances of the
Prophets, or which leads a man to think of miracles with a
half-suppressed scepticism, is a pernicious instruction and a
pernicious study.”

The Church Times rejoices over this piece of medievalism,
and says : “ Seeing how keenly the same truths have been
attacked in our own country, and how much many ill-
balanced minds have suffered in consequence, the present
would seem to offer a fitting opportunity for the Bishops of
the Church in England to issue a similar authoritative
utterance, whereby the weak may be strengthened, and the
faith of the Church may be declared without gainsaying.”
This would, at any rate, make the members of the Broad
Church feel uncomfortable, and that would be a matter of
rejoicing to the Church Times.

In the matter of the “ Armenian atrocities,” it appears
the atrocities were not always the work of the “ unspeakable
Turk.” The special correspondent of the Daily News says :
“ 1 believe there is no doubt of the fact that certain of these
Armenian conspirators arranged to murder the Hey. Dr.
Edward Riggs and two other American missionaries at
Marsovan, and fasten the blame upon the Turks, in order
that, as they imagined, the United States might inflict
summary punishment upon the Turkish Government.”

The Turks allege that Armenians have inflicted shocking
outrages upon Turkish men and women, and, says the
correspondent, “ from what is already known of conspiracy
methods, it is quite likely that the assertion is true.”

In the case of an old man arrested for conspiracy, says the
writer, “ it was shown at the trial that the charge against
him was a piece of religious spite, not of Moslem against
Christian, but of Presbyterian against Baptist. There had
had been a denominational dispute of some sort or other,
and tliis was the way in which it was settled. The facts in
this case will suggest to the person of impartial mind that
the wholesale arrests that have been filling the wretched
prisons of Armenia for several months past may not all be
the work of the unregenerate Turk, and that controversial
Presbyterians and Baptists may possibly be deciding knotty
points of doctrinal usage with a thoroughness strangely
suggestive of the early religious history of England and
America.” -

Religion does not always impress the youthful mind—at
least, not seriously. A bright youngster of eight, near
Manchester, coming home from Sunday-school, was asked
by his mother whatlie had learned. He replied : “ Oh, about
Jesus, the man that does the» tricks.”

Mr. R. H. Charles, who continues to write on the Syriac
Gospels in tlie Academy, now thinks that verses 2 to 17 of
Matthew i. are, in this version, aninterpolation. We should
say that the parties who did not scruple at this did not
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stick at much else. What a pity God does not clear up all
difficulties by editing an infallible version of his revelation
himself. _

Mr. Bell, in his book on Obeah, says that candles are pur-
chased from the Romish priests under the belief that they
bring down a curse on an enemy’s head. He says: “ This,
| fear, is quite a common thing, and frequently have |
heard the threat used, ‘|1 go to put a candle on your head.'”

Another characteristic of the West Indian negro is thus
related by Mr. Bell: “A nigger begins a phrase with
‘Please God,” in the same spirit as he generally ends it
with a ‘Damn it! and | should not wonder if, when passing
an especially tempting bunch of plantains within reach, he
might find himself saying: ‘Please God, | go tief dat
plantain to-night V”

A nice man of God is the Rev. Herbert Gregory, formerly
of Southport, and afterwards curate of St. Michael's,
Manchester. His wife, in the Divorce Court, gave evidence
of brutal ill-treatment, and disgusting, indecent language.
He spat in her face, and told her that no one cared for a
married curate, and that if he had not married her he could
have married some rich woman who would have kept him.
The man of God elected to give evidence, but was threatened
by Lord Lopes with an indictment for perjury. A decree
nisi, with costs, was granted to his wife.

The Rev. Mr. Mackey, curate of St. Margaret’s, Plumstead,
endeavored to obtain a divorce from his wife, but the jury
considered there had been wilful neglect of such il kind as
to conduce to adultery, and the petition was dismissed with
costs. -

In another divorce case, that of Aubourg v. Aubourg, the
wife prays for the dissolution of her marriage on the ground
of the adultery of her husband, who was a Sunday-school
Superintendent, with one of the young lady teachers.

That the constant contemplation of one subject, to the
exclusion of all others, is apt to play sad havoc with the
reasoning faculties is shown by a lecture recently delivered
at Milton Hall, Kentish Town, by Mr. Coote, the Secretary
of the National Vigilance Society. After expressing his
belief that the bulk of our juvenile population gratify their
prurient tastes by stealthy perusals of Boccaccio’'s Decameron
and Zola's Nana, although most of us labor under the
delusion that boys much prefer literature of the Dick
Turpin sort, Mr. Coote, in answer to questions, said “ that,
in his opinion, none of the so-called filthy stories in the
Bible could be considered indecent, from the fact that they
were inspired.”

After the laughter occasioned by this statement had sub-
sided, Mr. Coote, who is not easily abashed, inquired in
tones of cheery optimism, “ how any story could be con-
sidered nasty that was found within the pages of the
grandest, noblest, best book ever in the world I When
asked why, if this was so, it had been thought necessary to
publish a children’s edition of the Bible with all the
suggestive passages and stories eliminated, Mr. Coote said :
“Thank God | nave not sunk so low as to question the
morality of my maker's own book,” and that he pitied any
person who had. This reply provoked a perfect avalanche
of awkward questioning, which, it is only fair to state, Mr.
Coote endured with Christian-like resignation and pious
fortitude. *“ Laugh as much as you please,” he cried, “ I do
not mind, the Holy Ghost is with me.” One gentleman
asked him “ Whether, in the event of the Empire presenting
a tableau representing the expulsion of Eve from the
Garden of Eden, he would consider that indecent V Another
wanted to know “ What sort of a tableo Mr. Coote thought
Lot sleeping with his daughters would makel To neither
of these questions did Mr. Coote vouchsafe a reply.

The schoolmaster has been abroad for a long while now,
yet it appears that there is a considerable percentage of the
worlds inhabitants who cannot yet read, and, alas ! some
who can have no opportunities for perusing God’'s Word.
Yet the Holy Bible is the solo revelation of truth and duty
to the world, and he who dies ignorant of Jesus as the
atoning sacrifice for sin must lie eternally roasted.

The Romish Church is pledged by Papal Bulls to the
authenticity of the Holy House at Loretto having been
transported from Nazareth to Italy. Accordingly, we are
not surprised to find an English Catholic paper seriously
arguing that the stones are identical with others found
at Nazareth. The trouble is that the monks at Nazareth

say the Holy House is still there, and never has been
shifted.

The truth about the House of Loretto is probably that
when the Moslems held Palestine a good source of revenue
was cut off from the monks for showing the birthplace of
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Jesus, and they accordingly declared that it had been
removed bodily in the night by angels to Italy.

In one of E. Fitzgerald's letters to Fanny Kemble,
published in this month's Temple Bar, he narrates the
following, which was told him by “ a pious but humorous
man

Scene.—Country church on Winter's Evening. Congrega-
tion, with the Ola Hundredth ready for the parson to give
out some Dismissal Words.

Good old Parson (not at all meaning rhyme)—* The light
has grown so very dim, | scarce can see to read the hymnt!

Congregation, taking it up, to the first half of the Old
Hundredth:

The Light has grown so very dim,
I scarce can see to read the Hymn.

Pause, as usual. Parson (mildly impatient)—* I did not
mean to read a hymn ; | only meant my eyes were dim.”
Congregation, to second part of Old Hundredth :

I did not mean to read a Hymn ;
I only meant my eyes were dim.

Parson, out of patience, etc.:

I didn't mean a Hymn at all—
I think the Devil’s in you all.

Henry Mansfield, a chorister at St. Mary's, Moorfields>
died in the church while the service was proceeding.

Bishop Harold Browne used to relate, with great amu
ment, how, coming out of church on Trinity Sunday morning
after having preached as clearly as he could on the topic
the day, an old woman stopped him in the road to thank n
for his “ beautiful (sermon,” “ for,” said she, quite earnest P
“1 never did see so clear before how there were tnr
Gods I

Mr. Symes, referring in the Liberator to the reading Of,
the new Syriac Gospel that Joseph begat Jesus, say ©
“ Unitarians and some others will be delighted to learn c
Mary was not false to her spouse, that Jesus was la"'1 £
begotten, and that the old gospel scandal is at “¢tl°nd
removed. But the orthodox will be in a terrible rage> “g[
will perhaps send a few extra persons on to hell at
daring to bring to light so decent a blasphemy. The ry
pious would rather keep up the old fiction ana regard
as—well, you know, you know—than adopt this a
record. It is so shocking, don’t you see, to believe
Jesus was naturally and lawfully begotten. It takes
all the romance of nis origin, and leaves you with—no
in particular, to save your immortal soul
Liberator, by the way, reprints entirely what the Lreeu
had to say on the subject of this Syriac Gospel.

Y
g

The disaster of the “ Elbe” on our coast was evei'
appalling than the flooded pit of the Diglake Coin®
terrible shipwreck like this should bring home to tu-jcOce
thinking how little reliance is to be placed on pr°v
for safeguarding the lives of men, women, and childre

The parish church of YVhittington, near Chesterfiehbj

been burnt down. One of the firemen, who endeavo &g,
save the building, was struck by masses of falling
and was seriously injured. -

A writer in the Sunday 'Times says that in denioer
New Yrork certain members of the plutocracy .IItColUindJ

elusive that they will not take the Communion in ¢ DioH
with their fellow Christians. A “ Sanitary Loin rlQis
Outfit Company” has been started, which provide €3t

containing rows of small goblets, and the officiating 1jasS

tenders the rack, from which each one takes his o

This is Christianity as brought up to date. -

N ]

The Church Times notes with alarm that, W\RRC ite i'l

general marriage-rate shows a decrease, the marring th»"

the case of divorces shows a marked increase. It “ Jbn tbe

clergymen should not perform such marriages ev

case of innocent parties.

Whether Mr. Impey, the rejected of Evesham, 18tbe °li?
to the decadence ot Dissent there, it is certain 11

et farmo Rl PUTIATRR WAIER 158 I K0T,

As the rottenness of the Church becomes mo

vl RircbMers Paint and Yowdish.  The ~
resorted to in onln » ’nills,cul and other attractions ,
the old type of ,.,wr-to.niaintain the prestige of re f s
ready to die for h 'gl?m8t- who lived his religion, and

ICG-18almost extinct.

th/e\C?Jri]ourir%r‘sVJ.nWt'ngi A2un« man coming Go"'». /Y,py
the hand)—* fo ;*C 1 1H?oua Friend (grasping Oug

Man (rue/ully,1-'V r H , Lf/\r «a, brotherf >°U
y tea, but I've lost my hat.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Februal'y
fiiv’ “ The Government Program”; 7,
1we Life of Christ.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London :—
“ Humors and Absurdities

B fedriesday, February 6, Hall of Science, Old-street, E.C.
ShakeSieare's * Merchant of Venice.’

Feb:ruary 17 and 24, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A Charles W atts's Engagements.—February 10, Camberwell ;
< 1lymouth ; 24, Newcastle-on-Tyne. March 3, Manchester.
Pril Sheffield.—AIll communications for Mr. Watts should

$nt to b'm a reply is required, a stamped and addressed
g °pe must bo enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London,

Notices must reach 28 Stonocutter-street by first post
» osclay, or they will not be inserted.

A Kitt.—Thanks for cuttings.

Tio EVIS— w*N *ry to imcl the reference and let you know.
Wg!,BEK— There are plenty of English Grammars. Almost any
EmVr .8erve y°ur turn. Professor Bain’s is a good book on
0j Rush Composition. We advise you not to waste a great deal
st 'm° pn such studies. Just master the chief rules, and then

F w*th the utmost care some picked passages from a few of

WOIE greatest writers.

N S 0 EMORS' —Taper subscription handed to Mr.
"’islies SubsoriPti°u to Miss Vance.

Forder, and
Thanks for your good

—Glad to have your good o[)inion. Mr. Foote is not
Eresfl ° imitate the example of M. Casimir-Perier. The French
feann 'es'gned justly, finding the constitution gave him
gives0.), lity without power. Happily the N.S.S. constitution
exeY;-t le President more authority, which ho is resolved to

the 179 ho holds the office. Many tell us, as you do,
reethinker improves in quality. We should like it to
h ‘uiprove proportionately in circulation.

FryIIl7 be articlo shall appear. Glad you opine that the
article,i .i-"& rOWS 8t°a]l'ly better.” The Westminster Renew
Uieinl? °n i be blasphemy Laws is from the pen of Air. Taylor, a
it nr>vr 0 tbe N.S.S. Manchester Branch. We shall deal with

j N xtweek.

E g;i.BEU—"Thanks. Seo “ Acid Drops.”
toqu. ~ Christians never found out that Freethought objections
they I, ai b were based upon caricatures of its doctrines until
thoQh = " the chief part of their power to persecute. Besides,
tho 15kiS*larl’ accuse each other of caricaturing the teaching of
testant, f ,Heard what Catholics say of Protestants and Pro-
of , °‘ Catholics, and what the various Protestant sects say
Christ;,, 0 ,.or" (2) We have never denied the part played by
of slaved u° Ydlberforce, Clarkson, and Sharp in tho abolition
side, anr? i jUt other Christians upheld slavery ; and, if Bpth

Qpealed to tho Bible, it shows what a lucid text-book of
nevis = oty \Nrit.'s

\.HUDNTg,= See “ Acid Dr°P8”
«re cannot comment on the case until it is concluded.
W, NOr~you send us ends with “ continued on p. 8.”
AutlC'TIthink you will find tho authority for tho paragraph
p.ti”e ttev. J. Hunt in the English Churchman.
\8® p_iP? The texts you requiro are probably Genes
culd f. V1 tb> 17 ; Job xxviii. 9-11 ; lIsaiah xlv. 7.
*")'S aisb yourself with a copy of our Bible Hawlhook.
. Jone=X;,, O MISS E. M. Vance acknowled)ges—

Eaﬁtzsn -1 W’II Cekem& 5 - M. B M, Ms; and

Ak' eCUlar Eéd@l‘étl@ﬁ:’—MlSS Annie Brown, secretary,
Uackt>owloagM :- W - H. Baker, 2s. 6d.; E. Robins, 5s. Tho 5s.
If.y. “G1to J. W. Hancock should road Mrs. Hancock.

If. jj; ™ EY— Thanks for the information.
aWWys — Draconian law is tho ipoliey affiimpatience, and it
"ruld "»"» tho evils it would remove. Mr. Bradlaugli
AI’\'shahInOl ave brought in your bill to mako adultery
?hrl ﬁh long terms_of j>cnal servitude. That was the

You

3R of reforimiatior anéI hlstorry ‘shrows what camb
r°Us u n°t occur to you how many women with
rl &%tbg,nliél@rﬁg@_(" nee versa) would suffer almost anything
n . " e first step in sending the’ fathers of their
toen rebld .convict prisemsl  ©nly tho more callous would
: under your scheme. You forgot that wisdom,
KAST.-Lg 10n" must prescribe tho remedies for social evils.
, ey are tiroV'f r'8bs wbo ®ay the work is dono simply mean
, thankfyjdoing it. Co forward, andleavotho* rost-and-
"Oliij._ Aj their inglorious retiosc.

fr C r ~ht.

VN q st & Wi eu Wil gladly advertise tho littlo volume
tV' ~"TAIQjjj a lacknowledgment of your clovor contributions.
trpll anent’\vHottor bo glad of tho good that hlas kpon dono

it Is fiever any use ilopiemiiig on

8Uro tI Whenever any good work is being dono wo may

thik 0 and ze.,. at some good man or two aro really doing it.

tay for a1 ,Us ,nen find this out and got dishourtened ; and
»son they might have learned gratuitously.
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Well-Wisher.—There is still a deficit on the Watts Election
Fund, for which we are personally responsible. Any who can
assist to clear it off will save us from a loss which we can ill
afford.

D. F. Gloak,—Your lecture notices arrive as we are going to
press—too late.

A. Clark.—The arrangement was only one to tide over a present
difficulty with the least possible unpleasantness. A strong
feeling prevailed on the Executive, as it prevailed outside in the
party generally, that the Hall of Science Club, on its existing
basis, should be abolished, and that the social element there
should be entirely confined to the members of the National
Secular Society. This view was shared by the Directors, who
intend, if they have the opportunity, to bring about this
alteration, and thus to make the establishment worthier of our
party’s aims and objects. Unfortunately it is not possible to be
“ as swift as meditation” in the sphere of action; and the
difficulty is all the greater in consequence of some recent, and
different, complications, which the Directors have had to face,
and which we shall probably have to write about next week in
connection with the announcement already promised, and which
we have been obliged to delay.

Papers Received.—The Rad—Vegetarian Messenger— Liberator
—Two Worlds—Truthseeker— Secular Thought—Freidenker—
Der Arme Teufel—De Dageraad— Manchester Spy—Liberty—
Open Court—Bobcaygeon Independent—Isle of Man Times—
Herts Leader—Reynolds’s Newspaper— Church Reformer.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Year,
10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over
till the following week.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is.
ceeding ten words, 6d.

6d. ; every suc-
Displayed Advertisements:— (Narrow
Column) one inch, 3s.; half column, 15s.; column, £1 10s.
Broad Column—one inch, 4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d. ;
column, £2 5s. Spocial terms for repetitions.

DARWIN AND MISSIONS.

About the time of the death of Charles Darwin a
paragraph went round the religions journals to the effect
that, when the great naturalist heard of the success of the
mission to the Yahgans, or coast Indians, of Tierra-del-
Fuego, he was so struck that he contributed to the funds
of the Church Missionary Society to the day of his death.
A writer in the current number of Scribner's Magazine gives
a sad sequel to this story ; for it appears that the
missionising of the Tierra del-Fuegians has resulted in their
virtual extinction. Whatever good was worked by the
missionaries, their efforts have been fatal to their poor
converts.

It was in 1870 that the first missionary landed, to make
his home among the natives. “ He was backed by a great
society, and assisted by white men and women who believed
as ho did. To improve the Yahgans, warm houses were
built to take the place of twig wigwams. Some of the
Yahgans were taught to dig, to plant, to saw lumber, and
so on. In return for furs and labor on the missionary plot
of ground, the Yahgans received clothing and soap, which
tlioy wore taught to use. An orphanage was erected,
whore orphan children were entirely supported.

“ But the tribe had been ruined by its friends. The
Indians, who had thrived when naked and living on whale-
blubber, did not thrive as clothed farm-laborers, living on
bread. The woollens of the whites were less efficient as
clothing than whale-oil. Children, who had been sturdy
and strong when naked in the storms of sleet, died when
well-dressed and living in a warm orphanage; every child
taken into it died. Pneumonia and consumption became
plagues.

“ In 1871 there were three thousand Yahgans; in 1894
there wero less than three hundred, In 1871 every man
among them was ready and eager to stand up and fight for
his home, man-fashion. Of those that the traveller now
may see, every soul is a cowering, hypocritical beggar.
The attempt to change a tribe of wandering fishermen into
farnu1ers failed uttenv. Nature had not fashioned tTrklem

* “ Tho End of tho Continent,” by John R. SpearsjScribner’s
Magazine, February, 1895.
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SUGAR PLUMS.

The libel case, affecting the reputation of the London Hall
of Science—Smith v. Snow and another—will be tried soon
after this week’s Freethinker goes topress. Our next week’s
issue will contain a full report of the proceedings. We shall
print a large edition, so that our readers may take extra
copies for distribution among their friends.

The bitter weather at Manchester thinned Mr. Foote’s
morning audience on Sunday, but there was an improve-
ment in the afternoon, and the hall was filled in the evening,
when the audience was very enthusiastic. Mr. Taylor
presided on all three occasions. All copies of the Freethinker
were sold out in the afternoon.

Manchester Freethinkers have long put up with the
ridiculous antics of a certain Christian who has always
abused the opportunity for discussion. Those who were
most annoyed by his performances will be glad to know
that he has now been refused admittance. He came in on
Sunday morning without a ticket, and after a little scene
he was ejected with the least possible violence.

Mr. Foote is engaged for three Sundays at the London
Hall of Science. To-day (Feb. 10) he lectures in the morning
on “The Government Program,” and in the evening on
“Humors and Absurdities of the Life of Christ.” On
the Wednesday (Feb. 13) Mr. Foote will deliver the second
of his February course of literary lectures, the subject
being “ Shakespeare’'s Merchant of Venice.”

The Humanitarian League holds a meeting at the Lecture
Room, 32 Sackville-street, Piccadilly, on Thursday, Feb. 14,
at 8 p.m., when a paper will be read by Mr. G. W. Foote on
“ The Shadow of the Sword.” The paper will deal with the
subject of War up to date, and will afterwards be published
by the Humanitarian League as one of its propagandist
pamphlets. It should be added that the admission on Feb. 14
is entirely free. Tickets are not necessary.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts's lecture at the
Hall of Science, London, upon “ Religion with and without
Theology,” was most enthusiastically received. Mr. Guest
ably presided. Although several Christians were present,
they could not be induced to oppose Mr. Watts, in spite of
the Chairman’s repeated invitations. This evening (Sunday,
February 10) Mr. Watts lectures in the North Camberwell
Hall, 61 New Church-road, S.E.

Mr. C. Cohen lectured for the Bradford Sunday Society
on February 3, his subject being, “ Lucretius, a Roman Poet
in the Light of Modern Science.” Mr. W. P. Byles, M.P.,
was in the chair, and the lecturer earned the applause of a
large audience. The local press describes his address as of
“a most interesting and lucid nature.”

The San Francisco Bulletin, noticing the benefactions of
Mr. .Tames Lick, the infidel, who erected the Paine Memorial
Hall at Boston, says : “ It will be noticed that James Lick
gave nothing for mere charity. He did not believe in
relieving any human being able to work from the necessity
of earning his bread. Lick gave to science and educational
improvement, to public necessity, and to art.”

Mr. A. B. Moss is not asleep on the new Camberwell
Vestry, though he would have liked to be recently when the
Vestry had an all-night sitting. It was all over the question
of the proper day for the elections. The Moderates wanted
Thursday—for the shopkeepers; the Progressives wanted
Saturday—for the working men. Mr. Moss created a
sensation by saying that the really pro* i day was Sunday,
when all classes would be free to vote at their leisure. Two
clerical members of the Vestry were horrified. No doubt
they fancy the end of the world must be approaching when
such irreligion is allowed to pass without a thunderbolt
from old Jaliveh.

At the last meeting of the N.S.S. Executive leave was
given for the formation of a Branch at Stockton-on-Tees.
There are a good many Freethinkers in that district, and
we hope they will organise for an active propaganda. The
new Branch starts with the advantage of a zealous secretary
in Mr. Dobson, who has lately removed from Huddersfield.

The usual circular is being sent out to N.S.S. Branches
with regard to nominations for the Conference. It is hoped
that the conditions will be carefully considered before
answers are forwarded, and that the replies will be sent
into the Secretary with all possible promptitude.

Bristol Secularists are reminded that the N.S.S. Branch
meets every Sunday evening at 7 at the Shepherds’ Hall. A
social gathering takes place on the first Sunday evening in

THE FREETHINKER,

February 10, 1895

each month. The one held on February 3 was a
success. Mr. J. Keast (secretary), 32 iMorgan-street, &m
Paul’s, will be happy to hear from any lady or gentle®*
ready to join the branch or to assist in its work ; also*
receive parcels of Freethought literature for distribution.

In the Truthseeher of January 26 Mr. W. H. Burr retuW
to his thesis that Thomas Paine was Junius, and seeks
show that Paine, in his early days, was better oil' than he
generally supposed to have been. But we cannot see tn
Mr. Burr adduces anything decisive ; while the evidence
style and of handwriting goes against the hypothesis.

A number of gentlemen have formed themselves into a
association called “ The Sunday Philharmonic Union, 1
the purpose of organising public performances of music
Sundays and holidays. The enterprise is in no,sens®
commercial one, and, indeed, application has been made
the Board of Trade for registration as a company “ not
profit.” It is, however, intended to associate the conce
with literary, scientific, and art lectures and exhibitions.

The abortive prosecution of the Leeds Sunday Society j1,
led to the formation of a National Federation of Sund I
Societies, at a Conference of which resolutions were pasS
in favor of making Sunday lectures and concerts legal.

The Freethinker and Truth Seeker are now allowed WP
the table at the Rochdale Workmen'’s Club, and are read i
many who would otherwise never see them.

In the Open Court Mr. M. D. Conway, under the title »
“The First French Socialist,” writes upon one of the ®,
interesting characters of the French Revolution—Franc’
Babeuf. Mr. Conway gives a letter of Thomas Pal v
addressed to the French directory, in which he deals wi®
the conspiracy of Babeuf, and which has never appeared
English until now.

In Be Dageraail for February Dr. J. G. ten Bokkel "'rlep
on Vivisection, and on Darwinism and Belief. H. PeyP ,,
gives an account of the life and works of Dr. Her®
Hartogh Heys von Zouteveen,one of the leading FreethiBK ~
of Holland and the translator of Darwin’s works into Du,
Our contemporary continues its translation of our 6"
of Christianity.

Our lively exchange, the lronclad Age, of IndianoF~j
reprints Mr. Wheeler’'s recent article on “ Hypocrisy, ‘' n
the contribution to the Freethinker by Mr. J. A. Richai't
on “ How the Sun Stood Still the Second Time.”

The Rev. A. J. Waldron, of the Christian Evidence So®, »
lecturing in the Public Hall, New Brompton, is report0 ~
have spoken as follows: “He stated his willingnep”
accept the challenge of the Secularists for a two nlfc jjt
debate in that hall. As the challenged party lie bad a 1'by
to choose both his opponent and the subjects.” ItisaP »
Mr. Waldron did not also claim to settle the “ condit® fj
He added : “ As the champion of the Secularists he f®
choose Mr. Foote, and the subjects would be ‘ AVInc*1 .gjl
been productive of the greatest good to the world, At*1 | f
or Christianity V and ‘Did Jesus Christ rise fro® M
dead I He was willing to add a third subject if neces® ~
Mr. Waldron does not see that the subject oppos®, tJ
Atheism is Theism, and that the one to be OPI,05kjjjni;
Christianity is Secularism. However, if he is really =- ry
to debate with Mr. Foote, we have no doubt that satisfy0 ,ut
arrangements can be made, especially if Mr. Waldron ®
forward as a wwepe&Senfiative By the Chriksiiam HVICL
Society.

Ingersoll delivered his lecture on the Bible at Li®®> rts
Saturday, January 5. The churches all had free c°n ies
and lectures. Ex-governor Chase talked to the disclb,ee
At the P. B. O. Elks hall all the reading circles gave a. jt
musical and literary entertainment. The Church 'j1rf(
have been spared this great exertion and loss of caS jjiig
the theatre where Ingersoll spoke was packed, even s”all|jji)g
room at a good price. The intelligent masses are we® Of
enlightenment, and the Church trembles at the voi
Ingersoll demolishing its idols.— Ironclad Age.

Here is an advertisement from the Church Times:— »
Rector (bachelor), in a beautiful part of Norfolk, with bjjig
of shooting and fishing over 1,000 acres, desires Jaljs.
Guests, ladies or gentlemen, from two guineas uP'va,®)
Dogs and guns furnished ; golf and tennis. Late and eAre*
dinners.—Address, in first instance, Woodhouse, Fern B of
Cley, Norfolk.” AVe should like to know the conddl. jr,
the agricultural laborers in this beautiful part of
and what they think of their young bachelor recto*
his paying guests—Iladies or gentlemen.
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MR- HOLYOAKE ON HIS NEWCASTLE LETTER.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

—You do not cite any portion of my letter to the
1 ewcastle Weekly Chronicle (Jan. 12), but merely repeat what
)You said before; thus your readers have no means of
judging whether | have done what you allege against me.
j your questions and remarks | do not recognise my own
er>which is no doubt owing to that incapacity you
scern in me, of not being “ able to see, in some cases,
uat is clear as daylight” to more fortunate persons.
I %d BBjact in writing the letter in question was to eluci-
a e Secularism, as at first explained, and as assented to at
ilk tltnc by Mr. Bradlaugh, Mrs. Besant, and, | might
ave.f'Flcd, by yourself. Where, in all this, do | show
Uy ‘““fondness for suggesting that hardly anybody ever
_Merstood Secularism but myself ” 2 This would be conceit
th'  atuitY- Hie contl'ary, | show pride in my letter
g ®So many persons do understand what was new, when
- stiproposed. Now many writers and speakers, more
minded and more perspicacious than myself,
the same way of thinking. My compliment to
Wakefield related alone to his defence of Secularism
~gainst others. | am sorry | did not notice what he said
lovT' ~ woufé have been with me an act of party
Y v to disown anything unfair said of you.
of s’Ureiluest that | will tell you what | have ever done
In®GC <ar work in connection with Secular organisation,
it Years of an Agitator’s Life, which you reviewed
tia 116 ~“y~hinker in many generous sentences, | tell of
ty uy things I did in consequence of my being a Secularist,
@ Wu I have never ceased to contend against theological
rors. Burt if, Hs Yoo cowtend, we muosst fireft see the emd of
you Nror before joining in Secular work, neither | nor
| "\VI*f live to see the day when that work can begin.
oo dm busy vn @ bovk on the origin and natwre of
that r'811T which will prevent any saying, after my death,
priric" i ~ave 'n any way failed to maintain Secularist
Une” 6Sor the rights of Freethought. | may not be so

tho n™ as y°u>but | am always for truth and the honor of
party to which | belong.—-Very faithfully,

iir

(1 J. Holyoake.

letter6 ~ave Hie pertinent sentences of Mr. Holyoake's
olr '. .Most of it had no relation to the point raised in
donentlcism- We did not say that Mr. Holyoake had
ahu ?.° Secular work—which would be a contemptible
aeq Uly m What we said was, that he had not done it,
§°cjet1 not have done it, in connection with a Secular
out as an individual Secularist. We also pointed
in thc'¥°fber Secularists take their share of Secular labor
the VIS e way- Secularism as a principle is permeating
tiot isiOl° °f our civilisation, but Secularism as an organisa-
°fon °° .Sef to fight for its very existence, in consequence
This isre>flVe  faws which still disgrace our jurisprudence.
it~ tbe.principal point at issue, and Mr. Holyoake does
life His jocularity is admirable at his time of
HUN\v"l.we do a little in that line ourselves occasionally,

e nke sticking to the argument for all that.—Editor.]

n Hopes and Happiness.

SpijMroy a groundless hope is not to destroy a man’s
'f WJthe” e rils instantaneous effort may be'painful; but

but I bid you no longer fix your mind on a chimera,
,anSible and realisable prospects. | warn you that
Hi,, J.1¢ soar ialdivne ctlee aatmosgpnere can only lead.to dis-
fiU)]v'tent, and that time spent in squaring the circle is

m..., 10 spent. Apply your strength and your intellect
t whichlie-athaad and on problems which admit
% Tihe bappiest man is not the man who has
h ffitte | 8* breams, but the man whose aspirations are
llof the eato guide his talents ; the most efficient worker is

THO™ &kes his own fancies for an external
,ut he who has most accurately gauged the eondi-

which he is laboring.”—Leslie Stephen, “ Essays
< ilnking and Plain Speaking,” p. ¢150.

>s ,
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LUTHER ON THE DEVIL.

In Dr. Martin Luther’s Colloguia Mensalia there are several
interesting particulars concerning the devil and his works
which deserve to be extracted, as they illustrate the nature
of the faith of the founder of Protestantism.

“ 1 hold,” said Luther, “ that the devil sendeth all heavy
diseases and sicknesses to people (for he is a prince of
death); from hence St. Peter saith, Christ healed all that
were oppressed of the devil.” “ A physician,” said Luther,
“is our Lord God's Botcher—he helpeth corporally, we
divines spiritually; we make the case good again when the
devil hath spoiled it. The devil ministereth poison to kill
people.” “ The Devil is the Lord God’'s hangman.” “ I
would wish,” said Luther, “ rather to die through the Devil
than through the Emperor or Pope ; for then | should die,
nevertheless, through a great and mighty prince of the

world. But if | die through him, he shall eat such a bit
of me as will be his bane ; he shall spew me out again; and
at the last day of judgment | will, in requital, devour
him.”

“ Witchcraft,” said Luther, “is the Devil's own proper
work, wherewith (when God permitteth) he not only
hurteth people, but also often times through the same he
maketh them quite awry; yea, in this world we are both
body and soul cast under the devil, as guests and strangers.
The Devil is so crafty a spirit that he can ape and deceive
all human senses. He can bring to pass that one thinketh
he seeth something, which, notwithstanding, he seeth not.
Also that one heareth a thundering, a pipe, or a trumpet,
which he heareth not.” Worse still, “ he bewitcheth and
deceiveth the hearts and conscience in such sort that they
hold and receive erroneous and ungodly doctrine and
opinions for the upright and divine truth.” A sufficient
proof was found in the Sectaries, the Anabaptists, and
other seducers.

Luther had scriptural authority for asserting that Satan
could transform himself into an angel of light (2 Corin-
thians xi. 14). He goes yet further, and says: “ It is a
fearful thing when Satan intendeth to torment the sorrow-
ful consciences with intolerable melancholy; then the wicked
villain, master-like, can mask and disguise himself into the
person of Christ, so that it is impossible for a poor human
creature (whose conscience is troubled with such great and
heavy tribulations) to mark and discover the villainy of the
devil. From hence it falleth out that many of those (that
neither know nor understand the same) do run headlong
into despair, do kill and make themselves away; for they
are blinded and deceived so powerfully by the devil that
they are fully persuaded it is not the devil, but Christ
himself, that vexeth and tormenteth them in such sort.”

Satan often sought to seduce Martin himself, and in the
room of the Wartburg, where he sat translating the Bible,
they still show the stains from the inkstand which Luther
flung full in the face of the fiend, who forthwith disappeared.
It was a terrible belief, and Luther consoled himself with
the faith that the Devil, once overcome, could never recur
with the same temptation. Luther sometimes met him in
even more ridiculous style than flinging inkpots. But,
as the matter is rather coarse, | must refer to the
Reformer’s own words (Colloquia, chap. 35).

Luther believes that “ the Devil can deceive people and
beget children.” He gravely tells the story of a gentleman
who had a wife that died, but who came back and had
children by him, vanishing when he uttered a particular
oath. “ The Prince Elector of Saxony (John Frederick),
having received advertisement of this strange accident,
sent thereupon presently unto me (said Luther) to have my
opinion; what | held of that woman, and of the children
which were begotten and born of these two persons.
Whereupon | wrote to his Highness that, in my opinion,
neither that woman, nor those children, were right human
creatures, but devils. For the Devil casteth before the
eyes a blaze, or a mist, and so deceiveth people; insomuch
that one thinketh he lieth by a right woman, and yet is no
such matter; for, as St. Paul saith, the Devil is strong by
the children of unbelief. But inasmuch as children, or
devils, are conceived in such sort, the same are very
horrible and fearful examples, in that Satan can plague and
so torment people as to beget children. Like unto this is
it also with that which they call the (Nix) in the water,
who draweth people unto him, as maids and virgins, of
whom he begetteth (devils) children. The Devil can also
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steal children away (as sometimes children, within the
space of six weeks after their birth, are lost), and other
children called (supposititii) or Changelings, laid in their
places. Of the Saxons they are called Killcrops.” Luther
has a section on these Changelings or Killcrops, who were
known by sucking their mothers dry. He had seen one at
Dessau, aged twelve, who did nothing but feed, and would
eat as much as two clowns. He advised the Prince of
Anhalt to throw it into the river Moldaw. Another near
Halberstad, who sucked his mother and five other women
dry, being carried in a basket to the Virgin Mary, when,
crossing a bridge, “ another devil that was below in the
river called, and said: ‘Killcrop, Killcrop!” Then the
child in the basket (which never before spake one word)

answered: ‘Ho, ho! The devil in the water asked
further: *Whither art thou going¥ The child in the
basket said: ‘1 am going towards Hocklestad, to our

loving Mother, to be rocked’ The man, being much
affrighted thereat, threw the child, with the basket, over
the bridge into the water. Whereupon the two devils
flew away together, and cried ‘Ho ho ha,” tumbling them-
selves one over another, and so vanished.” Certain it is,
said Luther, that good and godly Christians may be
bewitched. “1 am persuaded that my sicknesses are
not always natural; but that the Devil, by witchcraft,
practiseth his wilfulness upon me; but God delivereth his
chosen from such evils.”

“ Dr. Spalatine,” said Luther, “ told me that a young
maid at Altenburg was lately bewitched, insomuch that she
wept tears of blood. The magistrate should make haste
with such witches to punishment. I had lately a
matrimonial cause in hand. A wicked woman, by poison,
intended to make away her husband, insomuch that he
vomited and cast out little vipers. When she was put to
the torture, she refused to confess anything; for such
witches are altogether dumb, and contemn the rack; the
Devil will not suffer them to speak. But such actions are
sufficient proofs for them to receive condign punishment to
the example of others.” Luther then gave his view that
witchcraft is, as the Bible says, worthy of death;
“ forasmuch as witchcraft is an abominable offence, in that
one giveth himself from God over to the Devil, who is
God’s utter enemy ; so is the same well worthy of death’s

punishment.’ Lucianus.

FIEND OR FOOL.

To discover the will of a Deity whose sway
In the universe nought can resist,

It would seem at first sight that a sensible way
Is to notice the things that exist.

By his hand into space all the planets were hurled ;
He for ages unchallenged has reigned.

It would seem as if God who created the world
Had created the things it contained.

But no ; we must learn we are wide of the mark.
What is logical need not be right;

The disciples of Reason are all in the dark,
The disciples of Faith in the light.

If from slavery, cruelty, carnage ,nd crime
The intentions of God should be gleaned,
The Almighty Creator would seem for all time

But a paramount Infinite Fiend.

So we learn the Almighty is not what he seems,
But is better and kinder by far.

He intended great things that are still only dreams—
Is distressed by the facts as they are.

The Lord is a [totter, and man is the clay ;
But, in spite of his infinite skill,

He sadly refuses to have his own way,
And mould the poor stuff to his will.

The Lord is a shepherd who places his sheep
On the edge of a dangerous rock ;

And, while to destruction they stumble or leap,
Sits bewailing the fate of his flock.

But, on seeing the fruit of the theory they state,
His defenders may open their eyes ;
For, in robbing our hearts of a Deity to hate,
have given us one to despise.
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In working his dolls on their miniature stage,
If a showman would imitate God,

He'd weep for poor Judy and tremble with rage
When his Punch was applying the rod.

But, despite all the freaks that his puppets have played)
The snowman contrives to keep cool;

While God by his puppets is grieved and dismayed,
And sits in despair like a fool.

Great God 1 though the timid who cringe at thy feet
May in terror thy wisdom avow,
The man who's conducting the show in the street
Is a hundredfold wiser than thou.
E. H. B. Stephenson.

THE CHILDREN'S PARTY,

Nearly three hundred children enjoyed themselves
their hearts’ content at the Hall of Science on January
The cake and tea they stowed away was a caution. An
after that, during the evening, sweets, plum-puddings, eC”
washed down by twenty-eight gallons of lemonade ; f°r 1
skipping contests, walking matches, three-legged raC ’
thread the needle, and tug-of-war contests were wa
work, though Jack Frost was both within and witno <
The musicians, too, must have been thirsty, for they w n
kept going with little intermission, though they did not
drink lemonade. “Jack Frost” was the name of |,
children’s operetta, and capitally performed it was <
Misses O’'Donoghue, Harding, Ward, Drew, and Guest, a ,
by Masters Courtney, Winsor, J. and R. Forder, C. Sheph® ;
and B. Fox. The scenery, by Mr. R. G. Brown, represen
an old Mill House. On the wall appeared, “ Bill Stick
Beware”; but, iust before the play, old Dan Chatter
solemnly stalked up and pasted a Freethinker bill °y?rters
notice, much to the amusement of youngsters and olds ~
There was a magic mill wheel, which had been stopp®)1. «
Jack Frost, but which, after his defeat by the * ~
Sunshine, worked by hydraulic power, and ground
prizes for all the children present. None went emptyll
Miss Vance was the substantial fairy behind the scenes
worked the oracle, and generally saw that things D
right. Thanks are also due to 5liss Robins, Miss B r ~

Mrs. Sleigh, Mrs. Leekey, Mrs. Burch, and Messrs. x> joOr
Ward, Courtney, Forder, Guest, Bater, and Searie”®
assistance in making the evening a delightful one il

children. A few pounds are still needed to clear .AOQut
accounts, and we nope they will reach Mr. Forder wi
delay.

Further Subscriptions. s

Per Mr. Searle. 7s.; Mr. Balchan, junr., 9s.> jjjss
Lightowler, 8s.; E. Winsor, Is. 6d.; G. Ward, 5s. 6d., NS
Simson, 3s.; Mr. Wood, 4s. 9d. ; H. Cowell, 2s.J ‘j.;

O’'Donoghue, 3s. 2d. ; Mrs. Billot, 2s.; Mr. Bater,j«; -q;ss

W. Webber, Is. ; F. Schaller, 5s.; C. Shepherd, 5s. 3d. >.*

Neate, 6d.; H. M. Ridgway, 2s. 6d.; J. Walker, 1i"1]gS

Stewart, 2s. 6d.; E. Furby, 10s.; E. Newman, 5s.,

Pullen, 5s.; A. Wheeler, Is. , of
The Committee desire to sincerely thank Mr. CM* plie]

Holloway, and Mr. Godwin, of Hackney, for large

of sweets and cakes; Mr. Caspary for three n"

Bon-bons, and Messrs. Warborn, Penny, Mrs. Dunst >

an unknown friend, for toys, confectionery, etc. to retull
Inends having collecting-cards are requested to

them not later than Sunday next, to_Miss Vance. ur(T-

Forder, Treat*

AN UNKNOWN HERETIC.

— R T . “A»11?
In Martin Luther’s Colloquia (p. 86 ; 1652) I read =
1530 (said Luther) there was here at Wittenberg g
that had written in a book manie ungodlie quest,.jpiis,ill'i
would wrest the Scriptures according to his own alle?Lf
in a manner would'prepare a new Epicuriismn; 1 je otne
there were neither geed ner evil angels, kasidesiiesuTreCtiil
blasphemous things against the Holie Ghost, tn el b

y. M

d L lyr"-OnI"j;@
SRR R BNS, i R RRRE RRHR 4T 1

the magistrates of the town to take these w <”ou .

their consideration, and according to then' o Offend®r/f

caus that Epicure to bee punished asother Pu , fj,0 bo° ,,js

1 should much like to know the name and £7ei-
that Epicure. Can any German friend inform »
any record of his punishment at Wittenberg > j jrR “*
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JEHOVAH'S JOKES.

When cruel, bloody Abel seized a lamb,
And through his tender throat a stick did ram,
What do you think God did 1 Blamed him 1
N o; praised him.

When kindly Cain—who shrank from shedding blood
In “ cold blood”—offered God a harmless “ spud,”
What do you think God did 1 Praised him
N o; blamed him.

When Jacob sneaked from Esau all he had,
And vilely tricked his blind and dying dad,
What do you think God did 1 Cursed him 1
N o; blessed him.

When brutal Moses, Joshua, & Co.
Idled neighbors’ lands with blood and fire and woe,
What do you think God did 1 Killed them 1
N o; helped them.

When Saul from cutting captives’ throats refrained,
And thus res'pect from later ages gained.
What do you think God did 1 Blessed him ?
N o; cursed him.

When careful Uzzah carted Yahveh'’s box,
And held it safe when slipped the stumbling ox,
What do you think God did 1 Thanked him 1
No; killed him.

~ hen selfish Mary—vain, and lazy too—
Jeft worthy Martha all the work to do,
What do you think Christ did 1 Blamed her 1
No; praised her.

When God'’s own folk assisted God’s own plan,
y helping God to die for good of man,
What do you think God did 1 Blessed them 1
N o; cursed, them.

topsy-turvy God, whose best's our worst,
" ho cursed and blessed where we'd have blessed and

TXiLsJﬁg(ajv’nly clown had made, in playful spite,
al8sense of wrong his creatures’ sense of right;
tyid yet—and here’s the joke—his Scriptures state :
rJ'jess we love this God, whose deeds we hate;

mess we honor those whose guilt amazes, _

scorn what all our moral judgment praises,
(d die like dogs, and howl in hell and blazes !
(Selah '—and other refreshment.)

Th w-,neJthen, heed the disrespectful rumor

at God’s a solemn party, voia of humor.

G. L. Mackenzie.

PROVIDENTIAL ACCIDENTS.
N ema —

Th” often we read and hear of a “ providential escape,
itiata are uttered so frequently and glibly as almost t
the;,, , (-msickening to the ears of those who understam
"ithn, °© owness. One can hardly take up a newspape
tail o meeting with the phrase. It seems to be a sort ¢
Scomp, e®. to nearly every accident recorded. It, win
Rets div lves are ruined, there can be found even one wh
7?0t free, that person is sure to be the hero o

Peonip ntial interference, of at least one sort. But mos
L,s®i» to lose sight of the other side of the picture
iWee )le rejoicing over the escape, forget that the sam
. NastnT” Sdm power there be—was also the cause ot tli

late. ,ihan'l responsible for those who met their miserabl
tredi0, ; id term, “ providential escape,” is at best con
°fthe If a providence presides over the destime
and it should bo a guarantee of perfect safetj
tiiir/ . control our lives as to leave no room for any
"*ister> happen which would tend to endanger ou
trailin' A true providence ought rather to be ai

,{m;}a,.%reventive of causes which would otherwise leac

haviOMidential idea has also a tendency to lead tlios
the,—-0 lanced to escape the clutches of a catastrophe t
v.'anks  jnaphood and offer up canting expressions o
tkintal | ~leir deliverance to a “ heavenly father, wliosi
H(lit' Ve aJ]d watchfulness has been the means of al
n;StaHces their fellow creatures. Of the man;
wPiayod unmanly spirit we might mention, tha
d. inva,y,"e survivors of a terrible calamity at sen
’\mtl ?é(sttender thank-offerings to him who bn

tﬂn’r evidence will avail to persuade men from tl
t a god rules the universe, suroy tle obvioi
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unconcern of that god for our welfare ought to dispel for
ever such a misconception. If man will intelligently reflect
and exercise some of his latent common sense and experience,
he must inevitably come to the conclusion that human
beings are of no more account than sparrows, and that both
species of life exist without the slightest trace of divine
intervention.

This foolish conception of an interfering providence is
the bane of society, and not until it is swallowed up in
reason will there be a stalwart, clear-headed, loving people,
with all their energies centred upon, the betterment of this
world, judging its disorders in a rational light, and
thoroughly convinced that upon man, and him alone,
depends the lasting welfare of humanity. And let us for
the future, when our Christian acquaintances begin to talk
about providential escapes, call their attention to the other
side of the account, ana show them that for one providential
escape there are a hundred providential accidents.

T W. C. S

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. MARRIOTT'S LETTER. tF
TO THE EDITOR OF * THE FREETHINKER.”

Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. A. J. Marriott, tells
you (FreethinkerlJanuary 27) that “ he is not a little dis-
gusted that | should head a deputation of Brighton co-
operators to pray for a diminution of public-houses in
Brighton.” In the courteous note you gave on this subject
there is no foundation for Mr. Marriott's disquietude.
There was no “deputation”—so | never “ headed one.” |
merely forwarded a memorial, because a co-operative store,
formed to promote thrift, always suffers if the members are
induced to waste the wages, which, spent at the stores,
bring saving and economy in the household. | am sorry
Mr. Marriott should be “disgusted” at this. | have no
doubt he has good sense enough to be delighted, if he
understood the question.—Yours faithfully,

G. J. Holyoake.

PROFANE JOKES.

Rev. Dr. Goodlee—" Tell me, Robert, why is it that you
say your prayers T Bobbie—"'Cause dad spanks me when
| don't.”

Darkey (in U.S. post-oflice)—*“ Please to gimme one stamp,
sah.” Clerk—* What denomination ?” Darkey—" Baptis’,
sah ! Baptis’, o’ course.”

At prayers—Minnie (in .awhisper)—* Jimmie, wot makes
Uncle Eben shet'is eyes wen he's prayin’ T Jimmie (in a
louder whisper)—"* Mebbe he’'s ashamed ter look the Lord in
th’ face.”

Over the portal of a magnificent villa near Dresden,
Saxony, is written : “ Come unto me, all ye that are weary
and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest.” But at the back
entrance to the garden is a sign that reads : “ No beggars
admitted. The dog bites.”

An old darkey arose recently in one of the Southern
prayer meetings and exclaimed : “ Brethren and sistern. I've
been havin’ a drefful time since las’ we met together, cnaw-
ing hard bones and swallowing bitter pills. I'm afraid I've
broken every one of the Ten Commandments, but, thank
the Lord, | haven't lost my religion T

He was acurate, and nervous. On one occasion he read
a chapter from Exodus, which he remembered for some
time, as also did the congregation. “ 1 am,” he informed
them, and then hurriedly turned over the pages, “ an ass—
the foal of an ass !” Realising that the pages had stuck
together, ho quickly parted them. *“ That 1am !" triumph-
antly added the disconcerted youth.

How to Help Us.

(1) Got your nowsagent to take a fow copies of tho Freethinker and
try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to take the copies that
romain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Loavo a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, tho
car, or tho omnibus.

(4) Display, or got displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which aro
of a convenient size for tho purpose. Mr. Forder will
sond thorn on application.

(5) Distribute somo of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public mootings, or among the audiences around street-
corner proachers.

(6) Got your nowsagont to exhibit tho Freethinker in the window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and be
marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.): 11.30, G. W. Foote, “ The
Government Program.” (Free.) 6.30, musical selections; 7, G. W.Foote,
“Humors and Absurdities of the Life of Christ.” (Admission free;
reserved seats 3d. and 6d.) Wednesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “ Shake-
speare’s 1Merchant of Venice.””

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30,
Herbert Burrows, “ Why Secularists should be Socialists.” Monday, at
8, musical and dramatic entertainment and dance. (Tickets 3d. and 6d.)
Tuesday and Friday, at 8, social gatherings for N.S.S.members and friends.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
Charles Watts, “ Why Should we Live Moral Lives ?—The Christian
and Secular Answer.” (Preceded by vocal and instrumental music.)
Thursday, at 7.30, free science classes.

East London (Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile-end-road, E.) : 8, J
Fagan, “ London To day and Forty Years Ago.”

Islington (Liberal and Radical Association Committee Rooms, Upper-
street, near the Vestry Hall): Thursday, at 8.30, a lecture.

Mitton Hall (Hawley-crescent, 89 Kentish Town-road): 7.15, Olivia
Dante Rossetti, “ The Social and Political Conditions of Italy.”

West London Ethical Society (D-inces’ Hall, Piccadilly) :
Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Conscience as God's Vicar."

West London Branch (“ Duke of York,” Kensington-place, Silver-
street, Notting-hill-gate): Monday, at 8.30, business meeting.

Wood Green (Star Coffee House, High-street): 7, C. James, “ Still it
Moves.”

11.15,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, F. Haslam, “ Bible Stories :

are they True ?”
COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street): Thursdays, at 8,
papers, discussions, etc.

Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall,
“ Phrenology.”

Bradford (Oddfellows’ Hall,
“ The Prayer of Faith.”

Chester (Old Chapel, Commonhall-street): 6.30, Charles Lewis.
“ The French Revolution—to the Overthrow of Robespierre.” (Free.)

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 11.30, discussion

Old Market-street): 7, G. E. Harris,

Thornton-road) : 7, Sam Standring,

class—James Gilbert, “ Liberty in Art and Literature”; 6.30, Zosimus,
“ Great French Freethinkers—I1V.. Voltaire.” (Free.)
Hull (St. George's Hall, Storey-street): 7, S. Ackroyd, “ Gladstone

as a Theologian.”

Liverpool (Oddfellows' Hall. St. Anne-street) :
3, philosophy class—* Kant” (Ernest Newman);
“ The Logic of the Faithful.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 6.30, J.
Greevz Fisher. “ Secularism and Individualism.” (Free.)

Plymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street): 7, miscellaneous
evening.

Rochdale (Working Men's College,
Ashton and others, recitations, music, etc.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
3, Ernest Evans, “ Science the Friend of Man— A Reply to the Grumblers "
7, “ Science from Lantern Slides.” Wednesdays, at 8, dancing.

South Shields (Thornton’s Variety Hall, Union-lane) : 11, C. Cohen.
“ Voltaire”; 7, “ Christianity : its Rise.”

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office) :
7, The Secretary, “ Mind Considered as a Bodily Function.”

11, tontine society;
7, Ernest Newman,

4 Acker-street); 6.30, J. A.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, R.—All
until April, South Shields.

Sundays
Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—Feb. 10,
Dundee ; 24, Edinburgh. March 3, Hull ; 10, Sheffield ; 11, Chesterfield.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London.—March 24,
Camberwell.

Sam Standring, 6 Bury-road, Rochdale.—Feb. 10, Bradford; 17,
Failsworth. March 26 and 27, Sheffield.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.
The A'\:ge of Reason. New edition, witli Preface by G. W.
oote. ls.

Is.
(Including the Age of

Miscellaneous Theological Works.

Complete Theological Works.
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 'Is.; bound in cloth, 2s.
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Last fords on Suicide

A REPLY TO THE CRITICS

IS SUICI

COLONEL R. G.

OF
DE A SIN?”

BY
INGERSOLL.

Price Twopence.

London :
Works by Colon

Some Mistakes
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d.

Defence of Fkeethought.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
6d.

The Gods. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

True Religion. 2d.

The Three Philanthropists.

2d.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.
God and the State. 2d.

London :

Price lIs.,

SATIRES AND

of Moses.

E. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C

el R. G. Ingersoll.
1

Why am | an Agnostic
Partl. 2d. »

Why am | an Agnostic f
Part Il. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply t0
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Tolekatio*-
A Discussion with the Hon. F. U-
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodfora
2d.

The Household of Faith-
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do | Braspheme? 2d.

The Clergy and Com»10*
Sense. 2d.

Social Salvation. 2d.

Marriage and Divorce. a
Agnostic’'s View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.

The Great Mistake.
Live Topics. Id.
Myth and Miracle. |(i-
Real Blasphemy, id. s
Repairing the ldols. }(=
Christ and Miracles. 11
Creeds & Spirituality. 1

1(I-

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street E.C.

post free,

PROFANITIES

JAMES THOMSON (B.V.)
(Author of “ The City of Dreadful Night”)e

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehova "gC\$

and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in t

of

Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Corn"”" ~joil
Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The <n

Needful.

“ It cannot be neglected by any

ost
who are interested in one of the f'l

pathetic personages of our time.”— Academy.
“ As clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World.

“ Well worth preserving.”
“ Reminds one of the genius of S

London :

— Weekly Dispatch.

wift.”—Oldham Chronicle

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 2s. 0d., STANTON the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- MARRIOTT. CLOTHIER. . #
site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCAN- ! !
THE WITNESS OF ASSYRIA; ITE; 2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best WI1"DGWARE ROAD, W., near Metrop«>$.
OR guality, 8, ach, upper or lower, £T, completed in  jusic Hall (same side), six doors from _ adf
THE BIBLE CONTRASTED WITH THE two hours. Ifyou pay more than the above they are strge&. 6LRngSEkRS§g°6°dd Wedar1,06».6?él>fllrt'y
fancy charges. " Teeth on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on @nd 9s. 6d.; Blacks, /s. bd. and -Us. od. (J
MONUMENTS. 18 ct. gold 15s., stopping as. 6d., extraction is., pain- Sizes kept in stock. OVERCOATS from =

By CHILDERIC EDWARDS. less by gas, 5s.

“The work has a full index, and is in every

respect a valuable one.”—Freethinker. at moderate  prices.

Guaranteed.—I11.

London : R- Forder, 28 Stoneciuter-Ftreet, E.O.

Regent-street.

ANK or TWO ROOMS to Let, Furnished o  thinkers]

U Unfurnished freethinkers preferred. J. K
van Breeghim, 363 Compton-buildings, Goswell

road. E.C

FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen
requiring SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS
First-class Style and Fit
HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor,
14 Great Castle-street, W.
[Patronised by leading Free-

FREETHINKER TRACTS

Sixpence per Hundred.

By the

Willing t

Three doors from

Once ir. good position

Forder.
Add

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, at
CHARING or NEEDLEWO?
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o do anything ﬁbégﬁﬁﬁ‘é@fi r
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ress, Widow, care of ME
28 Ptonecutter-street, =0
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PRICE SIXPENCE,

SECULAR ALMANACK

Fop 1895.

Altered and Enlarged.
EDITED BY
. w. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

Finely-Designed Cover.

ThioB ?nts : Progress of Freethought; by G. W. Foote—
Mmn. ,orld; by J. M. Wheeler—Heroes in the Service of
Am ij ™ Charles Watts—Dod Grile—A Wish : by .Matthew
tn Tr=TreAbducted Female InfldeI—Farqunarof Nether-
~+bIDIES trom Selden's * Table Talk ”
Naspiration—Abou-ben--Adliem and the-Angilo = God—
hN =The Saered Beoks of the Wemld-Tine Hearadd
bt haye Unbelievers Bone for the Werld 1-lMmiimacien
etc firninS Freethought Work and Organisation—Lecturers,

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Lionel Ingersoll’'s
Great New Lecture

N ABOUT
t HE HOLY BIBLE

Price Sixpence.

Londipn R, Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
“ednet] , "!/*'» Handbook, p. 51. Made solely by J. PULLEtr, la
mlantitieM reLt>Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger

,,,VPlIg |m|p0|rtan1i eceavdiian.
.e'vonj, u,ose'ess imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
Pasibly =, enJell & Go.” and “ /. W. Rendnll ” being speciously and
j tr°duced to deceive the public.

00K pon Autograph Registereu Trade Mark

V No. 182,688.

uirPsagNiE oti FACN Box, without which None are Genuine.

DU Gd Hr tnge Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s.6d., 4s. 6d
‘AllbUt»8q = .a" rey’'s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2¢
nr,J pw, *Ulnine Powders, 3s. per do/. All prices post free.

NDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C

BEST BOOK

Lft*g 1 NE°-MALTHUSIANISM BELIEVE,

PRalP RAIHE NEbW‘ETHUé&NTSl\’?\ND

Ic By J. It. HOLMES, M.\M.L,, M.V.S,, m «
P’se,<with portrait and autojrapA, tound tn c o

VT, t0 bring thé: ﬂ%grlﬁjq;t%?i !VN/itlFfin th ereSﬁ'?e‘%f&P ﬁf’g gt thg
2 PRIt partih ol She Dagl AL fSEHEampRlet BT distrbution'Is

Mr Holmes’

lettered.

~former of 4th September, 1892, says; “

|dLJ||08an theo an. a'm09t unexceptionable statement of the Nco-
ultt" = . ant* practice . . . and throughout appeals to mornl
6aloi . lan canse 8pec'al value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Nco-

bis nam m to human well-being generally is just his combi-
n a plain statement of the physical and moral
He, . Scared at'on with a plain account of the means by which it

The~a8ible prices™ offer to all concerned of tho reluiaite” at the
Tvi»Veaw' @tHusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Alibutt, and
b'lJ Ttad*a sP®ken of it in very high terms.

1 or(kr, SV >ed by R. Forcer, 2s Stonecutter-street, London, ]_
Cft . d be sent to the author.

°LMes, hanney, wantage, berks.
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Works by G. W. Foote.

Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221 pp., bound in cloth,
2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights' Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is.; superior edition, in cloth, 2s.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims
of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. éd.

A Defence of Free Speech. Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing® Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W. Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
tho Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup ; or, Light on Darkest England-
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired ? A Criticism on Lux Muruli. 1d.

The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist.
in Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’'s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro. All Open Letter to Madame Blavatsky.
2d.

Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
{1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain

*and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.;

~(0) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ten Plagues, 1d.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin
Mother, 2d.; (14) Tho Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,

] 1d.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

On

A Reply

A Lie

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Freethought Publications.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
Edited by G. W. Footo and W. P. Ball Complete, ;>aper
covors, Is. 4d.; superior oilition, on superfine [>aper, bound in
cloth, 2s.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Tddoth Jeshu, or
Book of tho Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface
and Voluminous Notos by G. W. Footo and J. M. Wheeler.
Paper covors, 0d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, Is.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship and other Curious
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Illlustrated, superior
paper, 2s. Gil.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
Nations. By J. M. Whooler. Handsomely bound in cloth,
7s. 6d.

Darwin Made Easy- By Dr. Edward B. Aveling, Fellow of the
London University. This is tho best popular exposition of
Darwinism oxtant. Cloth, Is.

Essays in Rationalism. Bv Charlos Robert Newman (Atheist
Brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by George
Jacob Holyoako, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler.
Is. 6d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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GREATEST BARGAINS ON EARTH.

1 Suit Length, Serge or Tweed Gentleman’s 1 Navy Serge Dress Length
1 Dress Length, Tweed Scarboro-Sharz)Ged Mackintosh, 1 Black Cashmere Dress Length
1 Gentleman’s Umbrella S.
1 Ladies’ Umbrella Worth at least 42s. 1 Mixture Tweed Dress Length

) ) Give chest, waist, and length

Allfor 21s. Carriage Paid. measurements. All for 21s. Carriage Paid.
' 1 Pair All-Wool Blankets TROUSERS TO MEASURE,
1 Pair of Sheets .
10s. 6d. per pair.
Lot 11 | quin perp
1 Table-cloth Fill up one of our Self-Measurement Forms,
and you will get a 15s. pair of Trousers
Allfor 21s. Carriage Paid. for 10s. 6d.
Four All-Wool Three 1s Suit L th
erge Sui eng
TROUSERS' LENGTHS. NAVY_SAILOR SUITS
to fit Boys up to seven 1 Tweed Suit Length
Splendid Qualities. years old.
) ] i i 21s. Carriage Paid. Worth double-
All far 21s. Carriage Paid. A llfor 21s. Carriage Paid.

Send at Once, before the Sale Ends.

J. W, QOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD;

ASK YOUR GROCER ALLINSON FOR HEALTH

FOR THE HOME CONSULTATIONS—to a.m. to i p.m., ros.

6p.m. to 8p.m., js. Patients Visited.
R OYA L C H I SW I C K MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. I. For Postal Order for_l_?1 Zl'esr

Contains Articles on Management of Infancy, Health, Lon?evny
Tobacco, The Drink Question. Also the Cause and Cure o Disease,

23

tion, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, Co' gy/orfl*
?gldsi r?hest Complamts Deafness, Thread Worms, Long Worms *aP
e Itch, etc

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vvol. Il. For Postal Order for is- £

EXPERTS OPINION— Contains Articles on The Healing Power of Nature, Urine, Saline Starva

Hair and its Management, Sleep and Sleeplessness, Want of Energy, el (yfcoopll?

for the Thin, for the Stout; Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, j

ke The Perfection Of Je“y” $8umg§drs'?iquworm’ Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcel'a N

“ Certainly far superior to all other Jelly Tablets—in _ MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. 111. For Postal Order for

n

- Contains Articles on No More Death, Management of Young Chi ~ye on*
transparency, strength, and in flavor utterly beyond com- guspected Domestic Poisons, How to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, 1 an
parison.” Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Be * * jceping

Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, F
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors and Wens» by T/ 1
. Winter Cough, Chilblains, Epilepsy, and on the Diseases Produce
Sample Dozen—Pints 4s. 6d.; Quarts 8s., carriage Mercury. 3d.
free. MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. IV. For Postal Order for "

Wholesale Terms on Application. Milk as Food, the Tomato, Poultices, Quinine, Against the Ken * pin

Contains Articles on Hardening, Work and Overwork, Sugar an 1”rseof 1

s.?or

Poisoning, Tonics. Against Stimulants in Disease, about Swallow pedicu

other Articles. Also Cure of Sunstroke, Dog Bites, Paips in the Ua

TOUZEAU PARRIS & CcO. , Lice, Chicken-Pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of tre NS, Tons»

Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,

1

ENFIELD WORKS ACTON LONDON w enza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy, etc. - *g

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. V. For Postal Order lor »

Contains Articles on Pure Water, The Mouth, Its Use and A use>

the Aged, Training, Blood Letting, Nose Bleeding, Felon or Wn . * afin

Price 2d., by post 2Jd., Toenail, Gum Boil, Cold in the Head, a Red Nose, Flushing . ~fin
Toothache, Sore Mouth, St. Vitus' Dance, Goitre, Mumps, rP«io0df Vonl

ing'

Evelids, Fits, Falntmg, Apoplexy, Splttlng and Vommng 01
Wounds Burns Scalds, Bruises, etc. n 0S(
' The Five Volumes, strongly and neatly boundlprice 6s- J 1 f e open**
BY

UYGIF.NIC MEDICINE. For Postil Order for is. id.—An

Drug Takers. * <A
DAVID HUME. REEUMATISM: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. Post free lorst-
. . R L. . DIET AND DIGESTION. Post free for 7d. . LN
With an Historical and Critical Introduction by CONSUMPTION: ITS NATURAL CURE. Post free 7d.
G. W. Foote. All these Books, bound in One Vol., postfree, Os. Gd. 8en foris. *
THREE PAMPHLETS FOR YOUNG MEN. ForPo»‘1°r i ad
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. A liOOK FOR MARRIED WOMEN. For Postal Order
All cominunieations to be addressed to—
A THREE-QUARTEIt LENGTH DR. T. R. ALLINSON, ndon, ™'
PORTRAIT OF CHARLES BRADLAUGH 4 Spanish-place, Manchester-square, Lo
(Life Size) for Sale at Thomas Garbutt’'s, 82 Nottingham-street,
Sheffield. Acknowledged, by thoso who have seen most of them in Printed and Published by G. W. Foots, at 28 Stonecutter <

E'gland to be the best likeness produced. London, E.O.



