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PRECEPT AND PRACTICE.
“ Labor not for the meat which perisheth.”

CHARLES BRADLAUGH. —II.

B
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Bradlaugh at Home.
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Two Dead Ones.

Bradlaugh’selder daughter, Alice, whose portrait is given
in this hook, was a robust figure in the days of her young
maidenhood. In later years her health seemed to fail,
perhaps through over-study. An attack of typhoid fever
carried her off, early in December, 1888. Her body, as
she wished, would have been cremated, but the Woking
Crematorium happened to be closed at the time, and she
was buried at Brookwood. The sudden and fatal termina-
tion of her illness, jMrs. Bonner says, was “ a great shock ”
to Bradlaugh. He went down to the House of Commons to
attend to his duties, but he could not bear the condolences
of his colleagues. Alice Bradlaugh, as Mr. Robertson says,
was “ her father’s daughter in her high spirit, in her
generosity, in her energy, and in the thoroughness of her
work.” All who knew her will echo this encomium.

Bradlaugh’'s only son died at the early age of eleven.
We recollect seeing him at the London Hall of Science.
His father was obviously proud of him, as well he might
be, for the lad was remarkably bright and intelligent.
Mrs. Bonner relates the circumstances of his untimely
death, and gives a terribly pathetic picture of the stricken
father’'s mastery of his grief .—

“In June my brother was taken ill with a mild attack
of scarlatina, of which we knew nothing until he came
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home to us for his holidays on the 20th of the month.
Due precautions had been neglected, and almost
immediately after he reached us kidney disease began
to manifest itself. From this he died on July 15, and he
was buried exactly a month from the day on which he
came home. The shock of his death was terrible to all
of us, and not least so to my father. Although barely
eleven years old at his death, Charlie was a lad full of

mi.se, quick to learn and to comprehend, amiable,

orable, and generous; and of these traits | can
recall many little instances. | have a photograph of
him taken at the age of seven or eight, and as | look at
it | see his eyes gaze out from under his square brow
with a wonderfully clear and fearless look.

“ He was buried on July 20 in Cocking Churchyard,
my grandfather's cottage at Cocking Causeway
(Midhurst) being in the parish of Cocking. Of course,
we had to submit to the Church of England service, for
it was before the Burials Act was passed ; but the Rev.
Drummond Ash was a kindly, courteous gentleman, and
he made things as easy as the circumstances would
allow. The burial would have taken place at the
Brookwood Necropolis had my father been able to
afford the expense. As he was not, Charlie was laid
fierforce in consecrated ground at the foot of the South

Jown Hills with Christian rites and ceremonies.”

“The telegram bearing the totally unexpected
summons to my father to hasten to see his son for the
last time was handed to him on the platform at Bury
just as he was about to deliver a lecture. | have been
told that when he read the words he turned deathly
pale ; but, with that self-control which never failed him
in adversity, he rose, and, with the least perceptible
hesitation, commenced and went through with his
lecture. On Tuesday night he received his summons ;
on Wednesday he was with us, though only to leave
again by the early train on Thursday morning. On
Friday the boy died, and on that same day and the next
my father had to be in the law-courts as witness in a
case relating to the Naples Color Company. His grief
for the loss of his son was intense, but he shut it up in
his heart, and rarely afterwards mentioned the name of
his boy, of whom he had been so proud.”

Bradlaugh's paternal feelings were stronger than most
men’s, but he did not wear his heart upon his sleeve. How
many who knew him only after this first bereavement, as
they looked at his stalwart figure and saw the splendid
life in his face, ever imagined that the strong man’s heart
had a mausolean chamber, only unlocked, perhaps, in
darkness and solitude, when—

midnight makes

Her giant heart of memory and tears
Drink the pale drug of silence.

French Friends.

Bradlaugh had many French friends, and he frequently
visited Paris. He met Gambetta, but there seemed to be
a coldness between them, for what reason we could never
discover. Madame de Brimont introduced herself to
Bradlaugh during the war in 1870, her object being to
solicit his aid in stirring up English feeling in favor of
France. She brought funds for the agitation here. Of
course Bradlaugh did not need much solicitation, as his
sympathies were with France, and he hailed with delight
the proclamation of the French Republic. Mrs. Bonner
writes as follows about the Countess :(—

“ The acquaintance between Madame de Brimont and
Mr. Bradlaugh, commencing in her visit to his lodgings
on September 17, 1870, ripened into a friendship which
lasted for the rest of my father's life. From that
September day these two never ceased to be friends;
through good report and ill K xX)rt Madame de Brimont
stood by him. While my father lay upon what proved
to be his deathbed | received a letter from her in which,
writing in French, she sent him a message from sa
meiUeure amie, ‘and that,’ she said, ‘I think | may
claim to be, for during the twenty years | have known
him | have never once swerved in my friendship for
him—no, not for a single moment.” My father, very
weak and ill, was deeply moved when 1 read the letter
to him. ‘It is true,’ he said brokenly, ‘it is true.’”

Mrs. Besant.

Mrs. Bonner devotes a whole chapter to Mrs. Besant.
Soon after the death of Austin Holyoake, to whom Brad-
laugh’s daughter pays a just tribute of praise, Mrs. Besant
made her advent in the Freethought party. “ Having
enrolled herself a member of the National Secular Society,
in August, 1874, Mrs. Bonner writes, “ Mrs. Besant
sought Mr. Bradlaugh's acquaintance. They were mutually
attracted ; and a friendship sprang up between them of
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so close a nature that had both been free it would un-
doubtedly have ended in marriage.” Mrs. Bradlaugh
was still living, and Mrs. Besant was only separated (not
divorced) from her husband. Mrs. Bonner speaks in the
highest terms of Mrs. Besant's eloquence and industry
“ Though notan original thinker,” it is added, “ she had
a really wonderful power of absorbing the thoughts of
others, of blending them, and of transmuting them into
glowing language.” This is substantially what Mr. W. K
Ball incurred so much odium for saying when he reviewed
Mrs. Besant's earliest writings on Socialism. Using a
very forcible, and as Mrs. Besant thought a very impolite
expression, he declared that her mind was like a milk-jug >
what was poured out of it was first poured into it. Mrs.
Besant herself admits that, for some time before his
death, Bradlaugh had lost all confidence in her judgment.
The only wonder is that he ever had any. She drifted
away from him as she had drifted towards him; and
despite all their old closeness of association, Bradlaugh
“ first learnt of Mrs. Besant's adhesion to the Theosophical
Society through an article written by her in a weekly
paper, and not from her own lips.” He had counted upon
her constant alliance, and he was bitterly disappointed-
Mr. Robertson confesses that “ the new and deep division
of opinion undoubtedly pained and depressed him.

was to find, as so many have found, that when success
comes something is sure to go which leaves success
a different thing from what was dreamt of.” Mrs
Besant's defection was clearly one of the burdens that
weighed Bradlaugh down to the grave. Yet it was all s°
natural that it should not have caused surprise. Mi's
Besant is a born disciple, and when Bradlaugh became
more and more absorbed in his parliamentary duties she
fell under other influences, and the “ thought” of thirteen
years rapidly changed amidst a new personal environment-

Bradlaugh's Activity.

Mrs. Bonner’s superabundance of detail has at least one
advantage; it affords a clear idea of Bradlaugh's wonderfm
activity.  Our difficulty is to know where to select an
illustration. Here is one at a venture. Bradlaugh, "'b°
was then (1866) lecturing as “ Iconoclast,” rushed overtO
Bedlington to oppose David King, the champion “ infidel'
slayer” of that time; and this is what followed the
encounter:—

“ After the discussion came the return drive of twel'e
or fourteen miles in the cold and the rain to Newcastle)
which was reached at two in the morning. While my
father snatched a couple of hours’ sleep, some of h1®
friends sat and watched in order to rouse him for tn
Scotch express, which passed through Newcastle ab°’n
five o'clock. Arrived at Edinburgh, my father found hj
had twenty minutes to wait, so he thought he worn0
get some breakfast, but ‘alas ! said he, ‘it was Sunday
morning, and starvation takes precedence of damnation
in the unco guid city. Instead of drinking hot coffe®
I had to shiver in the cold, admiring the backs of tn
tumble-down-looking houses in the high “ toon” / 0;
want of better occupation. | arrived in Glasgow juS
one hour before the time fixed for the morning lecture”
dirty, weary, hungry, thirsty, and sleepy.’

“ After the evening lecture Mr. Bradlaugh had tO
hurry from the platform of the Eclectic Hall to eaten
the train which steamed out of Glasgow at twenty
minutes to nine, so that he might be in time for Monday
morning’s business in the city, having spent two nigh”
out of bed, travelled about 900 miles, and spoken a
Bedlington and three times in Glasgow in less tha
forty-eight hours.” ,

No wonder that when Bradlaugh was near death he to
the doctors that he had lived the lives of three men, having
burnt the candle at both ends and also in the middle'?
though that, by the way, is an un-Bradlaugh-like Hihel
nicism.

Father lgnatius.

Freethinkers of the younger generation will prohahb
be astonished to learn that Bradlaugh once debated at tn
London Hall of Science with Father Ignatius. This mo'l
of the Church of England is honest according to his light- «
He denounces the “ Higher Critics ” as sceptics who °a
the Church’s bread. On the other hand, he has no ill w°r i
for the sceptics who honestly avow their unbelief il"j
occupy their proper position. Father Ignatius dcbatcl
with Bradlaugh, and always respected his integrity

“ Tn the summer of 1872 Father Ignatius wrote to »
Bradlaugh, asking that an opportunity might be giv
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him to address an audience of London Freethinkers.
This requestwas readily acceded to ; but, in consequence
of other work and ill-health, Father Ignatius was
obliged to delay the delivery of this address until the
end of November. The Hall of Science, which was put
at his disposal, .was crowded right out to the street, ana
it was estimated that at least two thousand persons
were unable to gain admittance. Mr. Austin Hotyoake
presided over what was really an informal debate.
Father Ignatius elected to speak on ‘Jesus Christ, the
Central Point of Human History,” and when he had
finished Mr. Bradlaugh spoke for an equal time m
reply. The audience, densely crowded as it was,
listened intently and earnestly, and the perfect stillness
maintained during both speeches was broken only by
applause. Not a sound of dissent was heard ; each
speaker was listened to with respect and attention.
At the conclusion Father Ignatius was thanked by the
r reethinkers for the fearlessness and the courtesy with
which he had spoken, and the audience were thanked
by the Rev. Father for the fairness with which they
had listened to him. He said ‘he would be happy it
his Protestant fellow-Christians would receive Inm with
equal fairness.’”

“As he desired to reply to Mr. Rradlaughs speech
Tather Ignatius fixed to go again to the Hall of jscience
on December 12 ; but when the day arrived there was
some doubt whether he could get there, as he had
been subpoenaed to Worcester as a witness. In conse-
quence of this the attendance was not quite so over-
whelming as before. When Father Ignatius entered the
Hall he was welcomed with much cheering, which was
cordially renewed when he rose to speak. Before
entering upon his subject, he said that he had received
Permission from Mr. Bradlaugh and the Chairman (Mr.
Austin Holyoake) to ask God to aid him that night,
but even with that permission he would not do so, tor
be had no wish to hurt anyone’s susceptibilities, unless
the meeting also gave its sanction. Those present
having signified their assent by a show of hands,
bather Ignatius, ‘'in an impassioned prayer, sought the
assistance of God to render his address effectual. lhen
Proceeding to the business of the evening, he deftly it
hot very convincingly—explained away the objections
which had been urged by Mr. Bradlaugh to certain

1?assafes- As before, he was followed by Mr.
aglalikh, and both apparently spoke with Breatforce.
the spring of 1873 there was held a third of these
informal controversies. On every occasion a charge
pas made for admission, and the proceeds giver> by
ather Ignatius’ desire, to the Hall of Science building
und. His frankness, fearlessness, and courtesy made
nindelible impression upon the minds of the frequenters
r the Hall. To Mr. Bradlaugh he always wrote in
4VTls of the greatest cordiality, and, although the
1. erences between them were of the widest possible
yHhj | am quite sure that my father was sensible ot

Is kindly feeling and reciprocated it.”

The National Secular Society.

~ocio.t™60™  chapter is devoted to the National Seculai
whhh Bradlaugh founded, and the presidency oi

tweh- held, except for one slight interval, till withir

tion i°t lPonths of liis death. With regard to his resigna
'mis office, Mrs. Bonner writes —

SomwT)e a real President of the Nationam&eotlai
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The present writer knows the truth of © ® of{ tke secon(

ahd he is profoundly convinced of , pOw her fatlie
frt of theparagraph. Mrs. Bonnerrelate » idency
mst intimated his determination to <o pejug ver
He Waslying in his bed in his study, = >sudden|y sayiifi
fihiet for some time, he startled her bZ,B® ried to argo.
that he would send in his resignation. , . howevei

the matter -Wlth hll’“(n but his mind wds * .1 leave no on
>c promised to make a statement that should
Irv 'doubt as to his opi

“cikeient WhEh RS dRftni°ns-  Those who heard tha
"l temgaober i while lifdesritired his return from Indit

Mrs. Bonner’s Last Chatter.” pky
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|nexpressﬂ)rwert%uawlng ptI IS written b
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simplicity; a daughter’s deathless love shines purely
through every page. Some parts are too sacred for
icriticism; one feels in reading them that he.is viewing the
mveiled things of life. The only proper attitude before
them is silent reverence.

How well do we recollect that foggy November night
when Bradlaugh delivered his last lecture. We took the
chair on that occasion. Bradlaugh was obviously ill, and
should have been in bed; but he would lecture, as the
proceeds were to go to the testimonial which was being
raised for Mr. Robert Forder, the secretary of the National
Secular Society. He criticised “ The Evidence for the
Gospels,” with special reference to Dr. Watkins's Bampton
Lectures. His platform career began and ended with the
advocacy of Freethought.

Bradlaugh's Atheism.

Many quotations are given by Mrs. Bonner from early
and late speeches of her father, showing the consistency of
his attitude as an Atheist. Over and over again he said
that he would be a fool to make the unqualified assertion,
“There is no god”—which involves the pretension of
infinite knowledge. He asked for a definition of “ god ”
before he would discuss; on hearing which lie would not
hesitate to say “ Yes” or “ No " as to the existence of such
a being. Bradlaugh declared, to begin with, that he knew
of no definition of God which was not self-contradictory.
He called himself an Atheist and objected to “ Agnostic,”
for reasons which Mr. Robertson sets forth with power
and precision. And it was a distinction that Bradlaugh
was honest to his fellow-men as he was to his own intelli-
gence. Mr. Robertson does not (he could not) praise too
highly the “ energy and persistence with which he sought
to bring his philosophy home to the popular mind.” Mr.
Robertson bravely vindicates Bradlaugh's followers from
the charges of “ vulgarity and illiteracy,” and remarks that
most of those who prefer this charge are not Atheists
“ for economical reasons.” “ Bradlaugh’sartisan followers,”
he maintains, “ have for the most part been the pick of
their class for intelligence and energy.” A further service
to Bradlaugh’'s momory is done by Mr. Robertson in giving
excellent passages from his writings and debates, showing
that while his blows were heavy they were always delivered
according to the exactest rules of combat. Bradlaugh
always tried to answer what his opponent had really said,
though the fairness was not often reciprocated. But then
he understood his opponents, who were often incapable of
understanding him.

Social Heresy.

Forcibly enough, though with prolixity, does Mr.
Robertson defend Bradlaugh from the absurd charge of
“Free Love.” His Christian enemies dishonestly tried to
make out that he endorsed all the opinions of the Elements
of Social Science, although he had written that “ it contains
some points of ethics from which | expressly and strongly
dissent.” Mr. Robertson points out that “ his own sad
experience never made him decry marriage.” The sexual
freedom ho wished to see was the freedom of legal divorce.
No one, indeed, was less likely than Bradlaugh to subscribe
to the doctrine that men and women should come together
and part with the “ freedom” of animals. He was too chival-
rous to women, and too tender to children, to feel anything
but horror at the thought of plunging them back into the
old slough of degradation and misery. It may be that lie
never read Milton. We do not know. But we are sure
that he was of a nature to feel the force of that terrible
phrase, “ Lust hard by Hate.”

Bradlaugh was a convinced and earnest Malthusian, and
Mr. Cotter Morison thought the fact a great distinction.
“ Mr. Bradlaugh,” he wrote, in the Preface to The Service of
Man, “ with a courage which will no doubt be acknowledged
after his death and when the fight is won, has borne the
penalty of appearing as a champion of common sense and
human well-being.” Mr. John Morley may feel the same
thing, but he has never spoken so bravely. It was not
Bradlaugh’s way to shirk danger or to hide the truth. He
labored for his convictions, though he had to bear a
tremendous penalty. There can be little doubt that his
Malthusianism, perhaps more than his Atheism, brought
upon him that long struggle with the House of Commons,
from which he emerged victorious, but so broken in body
that all that was left him was to die amidst a chorus of
plaudits, including the voices of his murderers.
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The Great Struggle.

Mr. Robertson’s long history of “ The Parliamentary
Struggle,” as we have already said, is a very valuable piece
of work. Step by step he follows Bradlaugh in this great
contest, and shows that he was the one man in the turmoil
who knew his own mind and acted with unswerving con-
sistency. There is a good description of the ejectment of
Bradlaugh from the House of Commons, though some dramatic
points are missed. That was the acme of the excitement,
but it seems to us that the psychological climax was when
Bradlaugh made his third speech at the Bar of the House.
“If 1 am not fit for my constituents,” he ended, “ they
shall dismiss me, but you never shall. The grave alone
shall make me yield.” The language was characteristic of
the man. Words so simple, direct, and pregnant had not
been used in politics since the days of the great Rebellion.
They remind us of Cromwell’'s “ Cease your fooling, sir,
and come down,” and “ Take away that bauble.”

It was a difficult task to follow Bradlaugh through all
the litigation of this struggle, but Mr. Robertson has
achieved it with eminent success. Here and there a point
is missed, which is natural on the part of one who was not
an eyewitness of the proceedings. Mr. Robertson does
not notice an important fact which we drew attention to
in our account of the “ blasphemy ” prosecution. Bradlaugh
could not induce Justices Field and Stephen to quash his
indictment, but they agreed to strike out two counts,
which covered numbers of the Freethinker that were to him
the most serious, and for which he could not be proceeded
against again in consequence of the six months’ limitation.
We might also take exception to stray sentences about the
Freethinker, but it is hardly worth while, as “ taste” is
proverbially a barren theme for discussion.

Mr. Robertson compares Bradlaugh with Wilkes, to the
advantage of the former. Both fought for English free-
dom, but Bradlaugh was stairdess and Wilkes was corrupt,
though he had, as Mr. Robertson says, the “ merit of
geniality.”

“ Closing years ” is the title of Mr. Robertson’s final
chapter, giving a succinct account of Bradlaugh's parlia-
mentary work and various debates, especially on Socialism.
The “ Conclusion” is an eloquent panegyric. Mr. Robertson
remarks that, beside the common run of reformers,
Bradlaugh *“ stands out as one of larger mould and greater-
fibre, a battling and conquering Titan, sure of the sym-
pathetic retrospect of happier days.” *“ His sagacity never
ceased to be heroic, and his commanding powers rested
on a character more commanding still.” “ The bronze bust
on his tomb,” he concludes, “ recalling as it does the high
front and the unflinching eye which his friends loved to
associate with him, and seeming as it does to face fate with
an immovable strength and firmness, will for many a year
say to passers-by what has been sought to be told in these
pages, ‘ This was aman.’”

G. W. FOOTE.

BRUTAL ATHEISTS.

“ Not one man in a thousand has either strength of mind or
goodness of heart to be an Atheist. | repeat it. Not one man in
ten thousand has goodness of heart or strength of mind to be an
Atheist.

“ And, were | not a Christian, and that only in the sense in
which | am a Christian, | should be an Atheist with Spinoza ;
rejecting all in which | found insuperable difficulties, and resting
my only hope in the gradual, and certain because gradual, pro-
gression of the species/'—Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “ Letters, Con-
rereatiom, and Recollections of S. T. Coleridge,” by Thomas Allsop,
VaW- '

W e all know the ideal Atheist of fiction. He is usually a
low-browed, ugly wretch, devoid of sense, sensibility,
conscience, or compunction, a sort of lago and Caliban
rolled into one. Gillespie said the Atheist was a monster
created by nature in a moment of madness. The good
and pious Dr. Hall declared Atheism a “ base, bloody, and
ferocious system ” ; and even the genial Professor Stuart
Blackie calls it “an abnormal disease.” To Atheists
themselves such descriptions seem supremely ridiculous.
It is not surprising that misconceptions of Atheists and of
Atheism abound. In the past, religion was so bound up
with the social order that anyone who questioned it was
felt as an alien, possibly a dangerous traitor to the interests
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of the commonweal. Ancient gods being tribal chiefs,
their acceptance was a condition of tribal unity, their
rejection a sign of antagonism to the tribe. Every Jew
was bound to kill “ the wife of thy bosom or thy friend
which is as thy own soul,” if they enticed to the worship
of other gods (Deut. xiii.). Though, as Bacon notices,
“ Atheism did never perturb States,” the denial of the
gods of one's country was, in former times, considered
equivalent to treason.

An interested class maintain the notion when without
any shadow of justification. The enemies of their order
and their beliefs, they easily persuade themselves, are
enemies of God, and, of course, enemies of man. Nothing
is too vile to say of an Atheist. Even those destitute of
faith, but afraid of scepticism, draw the line at Atheism.
You may safely call yourself Agnostic or Positivist; but, if
you say you are an Atheist, you have made it clear you
reject the core of supernaturalism upon which all super-
stitions depend, and you have thus committed the mysteri-
ous sin that hath never forgiveness, neither in this world
nor in that which is to come. “Admit a God—all
other mysteries cease,” said the poet Young; and if you
refuse to admit this primal mystery, you may well be con-
sidered hopeless for the reception of any other.

| have made it my business to study the lives of some
Atheists, and | have never been able to discover the brutal
Atheists of whom | have read in fictions and sermons.
Courage and tenderness, | should say, were their prominent
characteristics. Shelley, whose voice was ever raised
against the privileged and in favor of the oppressed; who,
when the British code of law was written in blood,
protested against capital punishment, and who lived on
bread and raisins that he might be no party to the
butchering of animals, was a brutal Atheist. Bentham,
the sold of benevolence, whose life-long efforts were
directed to the amelioration of the law, and the promotion
of the greatest happiness of the greatest number, was
another. Clifford, whose every pulse throbbed with the
enthusiasm of humanity, and who was beloved by the
whole circle of his friends and pupils, another. Harriet
Martineau, who, deprived of hearing, smell, and taste,
used all her faculties in the pursuit of truth, and spent her
life in enlightening and elevating her fellows, acting as »
pioneer of woman’'s emancipation, became another. And
even before she herself embraced Atheism, she gave this
testimony that the best state of mind was to be found,
however it might be accounted for, in those who were
called philosophical Atheists. “ 1 know several of that
class,” she wrote, “ some avowed, and some not; and | had
for several years felt that they were among my most
honored acquaintances and friends; and now that | know
them more deeply and thoroughly, | must say that, for
conscientiousness, sincerity, integrity, seriousness, effective
intellect, and the true religious spirit, 1 knew nothing like
them.”

Very similar was the testimony of the late Professor

Tyndall, while himself disclaiming the appellation of
Atheist. In the Fortnightly Review of November, 1877, he
wrote:—

“If T wished to find men who are scrupulous in their
adherence to engagements, whose words are their bond, and
to whom moral shiftiness of any kind is subjectively un-
known ; if I wanted a loving father, a faithful husband, an
honorable neighbor and a just citizen, | would seek him
among the band of Atheists to which | refer. | have know«
some of the most pronounced amongst them, not only in life>
but in death—seen them approaching with open eyes th®
inexorable goal, with no dread of a ‘hangman’s whip,” with
no hope of a heavenly crown, and still as mindful of then'
duties, and as faithful in the discharge of them, as if their
eternal future depended upon their latest deeds.”

| have personally met Mr. H. G. Atkinson, who had so
much influence over Miss Martineau, and | found him jn
the best sense of the term “ a perfect gentleman ” aphrase
always recalling another dead Atheist friend, the late Mr-.
W. J. Birch, author of The, Philosophy and Religion of
Shakespeare, who was saint-like in generosity and hi
gentleness.

It has been my good fortune to know a great many
Atheists of several nationalities, a few famous ones, others
well known, and many unknown outside their narro™
circle. 1 have met Atheists of all kinds—the jolly Atheist,
the pessimistic Atheist, the impulsive Atheist.,' the cool,
calculating Atheist, the genial Atheist, the cynical Atheist;
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but the brutal Atheist | have never met. Mr. Bradlaugh,
who, finding every man’s hand against him, was “ ever a
fighter,” taking keen delight in the blows he gave his
adversaries, was considered so by those who felt his lash.
Yet he was as sensitive as a child, and melted in a moment
at any story of sufferingor wrong. He could so powerfully
raise feeling because he deeply felt. . ,
Another Atheist | had the honor of knowing, intimately
her later years, was the brave opponent to slavery,
Ernestine Louise Rose. She was as large-hearted and
as tender as she was brave, delighting in relieving want,
and, above all, in ministering to the happiness of children,
ft was in no spirit of boast, but in absolute truth she said,
her Defence of A theism: ‘* Though | cannot believe inyour
b'od, whom you have failed to demonstrate, | believe in
mai> If 1 have no faith in your religion, I have faith,
unbounded, unshaken faith, in the principles of right, ot
justice, and humanity. Whatever good you are willing
t0 do for the sake of your God, | am full as willing to do
(L'the sake of man.”
1 have knowu Atheists to whom their Atheism has been
as the mainspring of their humanity. When they have
8lven up the vain service of a God who cannot need then
Worship, they have first fully realised the need of serving
nian. The conviction that there was no supernatural eye
0 pity, no superhuman arm to save, has intensified then
eure to be somewhat of a human providence to those
around them. When they resigned the vain hope ot
Personal immortality, they"have the more clearly seen that
'vhat of good there is to be done must be done here and
** ' they have more strongly felt the call to work while
fSday, for the night cometh wherein no man can work,
bo generally have | found Atheists large-hearted, as well
~ clear-headed, that whenever | find a man or a woman
fald enough to say “1 am an Atheist” | feel pretty
undent there is a character as tender as courageous.
ivnTu*S my testimony. Let it be taken for what it is
.b- ff, at any time, an omnipotent deity were pleased
illumine me with a demonstration of his, her, or its
'hence, | should wish it to stand. Indeed, were | a
eist>1 should be constrained to change the tactic of
tW mik aSa' nst Atheism. | should then, perhaps, suggest
fro Atheist, instead of being callous, rather suffered
{» .. Over-sensitiveness, and that it was his too tender
,Ing which prevented him from seeing that God, acting
an0”eneial laws, now using fire to warm the frozen and
beJ | to burn the helpless, was nevertheless acting for the
he ' Il creed be any test of callousness, surely the hard-
lhis v rnust he those who hold that in a world such as
based 616 m'sery abounds, where the welfare of the few is
sicu (11 bhe destitution of the many, and where accident,
love and death may at any moment cast a blight on
Otmujl *s under the personal rule and supervision of an
Patent Creator. ST M. "Wheeler.

Was CHRIST A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
REFORMER ?
AlthoUgh Th
Thomas Carlyle has said +Ust NYRENERA FMRi

Professed that hero-worship has g vers of Christ
ceased,” thousands of the professed 1 th appear to
‘dolise his memory to such an exten * N p-gcharactei
be entirely oblivious of any defect”™-Lhero as havingbeen

ru his teachings. They regard thei evfection; and
Ihe very embodiment of truth, ™ "ue\”~ut\hc correctness
those persons who are compelled to Arthodox believers
01 fhese assumptions are regarded ) ucrs of society.

most unreasonable and perverse n evl-oneous and
| robably the principal cause why ~ wpO0j according
extravagant notions are entertained ot superior to

lo the New Testament, was very little, i£E« 1 Jact that
~ber religious heroes can be accounted fop by tn

I' shippers of O W - - i K i

p Weence fTtUS  ~brist were taught in their childhood to

"eing k .Im, as an absolutely perfect character, and as
Faulted ;%.n(  criticism.  Thus youthful impressions
I:ee" accemiund ed creations which, in matured life, have
recogni j teu as realities. The Rev. James Cranbrook
tyu-'iders ofnL Uuth’ for in the preface to his work, The
"ucalisatioiis \ nstianitV (page 5), he observes : “ Our own
~ritual gjoj.lave ™
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conceals from us the real figure presented in the Gospels.
We see him, not as he is described, but as the ideally
perfect man our own fancies have conceived. But let any
one sit down and critically analyse the sayings and doings
ascribed to Jesus in the Gospels—Ilet him divest his mind
of the superstitious fear of irreverence, and then ask him-
self whether all those sayings and doings are in harmony
with the highest wisdom speaking for all ages and races of
mankind, and with the conceptions of an absolutely perfect
human nature, and | am mistaken if he will not find a very
great deal he will be forced to condemn.”

Even the sons of Labor, the apostles of Democracy, and
the advocates of Socialism appear disposed to adopt Jesus
as their Patron Saint. Conjectures are being constantly
made by professed modern reformers as to what the
Carpenter of Nazareth would say upon the many political
and social questions that agitate the public mind in this
the latter half of the nineteenth century. These hero-
worshippers seem to overlook the apathy of Jesus in
respect to the evils of his own time. Of course, it is not
difficult for an impartial observer to learn why the name of
Christ is invoked to support the various schemes that are
now put forward to aid the regeneration of society.

However little Christianity is practised among us, it is
extensively professed, and it is thought by many a virtue
to assume a belief, whether there are sufficient grounds for
doing so or not. This slavish adherence to fashion is an
undignified prostration of mental freedom and independ-
ence, and it is also a fruitful source of the perpetuation of
error. My purpose in examining the claims set up for
Jesus as a political and social reformer is to ascertain
if the records of his life, doings, and teachings justify such
claims. If Jesus were judged ordinary man, living
nearly two thousand years ago, my present task would be
unnecessary. If we assume that such a man once lived, and
that what he said and did is accurately reported, he should,
in my opinion, be considered as a youth possessing but
limited education, surrounded by unfavorable influences for
intellectual acquirements, belonging to a race not very
remarkable for literary culture, retaining many of the
failings of his progenitors, and having but little regard for
the world or the things of the world. Viewed under these
circumstances, | could, while excusing many of his errors,
recognise and admire something that is praiseworthy in the
life of “ Jesus of Nazareth.” But when he is raised upon a
pinnacle of greatness, as an exemplar of virtue and wisdom,
surpassing the production of any age or country, he is then
exalted to a position which he does not merit, and which,
to my mind, deprives him of that credit which otherwise he
would, perhaps, be entitled to.

The contentions which it is my purpose to dispute are :
that Jesus was a political and social reformer, and that
his alleged teachings contain the remedies for the wrongs
of modern society. Before directly dealing with these
points it may be necessary to glance at the various aspects
of reform that have, at different times in our national
history, been presented to the community ; also to briefly
consider the nature of the required reforms, and some of
the principal methods that have been adopted to secure
them.

In quite primitive ages important struggles took place
to establish greater equality in the conditions of life. In
the time of Moses, according to the Bible, the land, for
instance, was not merely the subject of “ tracts for the
times,” but the laws and regulations relating to it were
practically dealt with. It did not, however, cease to be
mproperty, and its inheritance was recognised as a rightful
thing. The stock-in-trade of many modern reformers is
the denunciation of those who “ add house to house, field to
field, and grind the faces of the poor.” If this condemnation
is one of the many features of Socialism, then Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel may, in this particular, be fairly
termed Socialists—a name foreign to their language and to
the ideas of their day.

The contention with some is, that Christ was a successor
to all these prophets, that he took the same kind of
objection as they did to the then existing state of things,
and that he used the same form of speech in denouncing
them. The general reply to this is, that Christ was, if
anything, only a prophetic reformer, not a real one. In
proof of this many facts in his alleged history may be
cited. For instance, he did not rescue the land from the

vested him (Jesus) with a halo of , control of the Romans, who held it from the people very

15 that by the intensity of its brightness ! mych in the same way as landholders do now; he did not
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attempt to render any aid to the laborers of Rome, who in
his day were resisting the injustice of the capitalists; he
did not deliver his brethren of “ the royal house” from
their foreign rulers; he did not redeem the Jews from
their social evils, or restore justice to their nation. 1In a
word, he entirely failed to do the reforming work that was
expected of him. About the year 1825 the *“ Christian
Socialists of London ” called special attention to the question
of land as regulated by Moses, and the living in common
by the early Christians; hut no practical issue arose out of
the discussion. From that period down to the present
the same subject has been more or less agitated, and still
the matter is very far from being settled. Now, if it is
alleged that Christ sought to bring about a just settlement
of the land problem, then the existence of the present
oppressive land laws proves that he failed, and that his
most devout followers have been equally unfortunate.
If Christ had been a practical reformer, we should not have
in our midst the deplorable injustice, the wrongs, and the
inequalities that now afflict society. These evils and draw-
backs—the growth of centuries during which Christianity
was in power—will doubtless be lessened, if not altogether
destroyed; but the work will be achieved by a moral
revolution, inaugurated and conducted by men who will
possess ability and experience that it is evident Jesus never
had.

It must be borne in mind that there are two kinds of
revolution—one that is gradual and intellectual, and there-
fore useful; the other that is sudden, born of passion, and
therefore often useless as an important factor in securing
permanent reforms. We know that every change of
thought, or condition of things, involves a revolution which,
if controlled by reason and regulated by the lessons of
experience, must aid rational progress, and tend to build up
a State, and secure its permanence. But there is another
kind of revolution, which is sought to be produced by
Nihilism and Anarchism, both of which aim at the
destruction of the State. 1 am not in favor of either of
these “isms,” believing, as | do, that in our present
condition of society some form of government is necessary.
Law and order, based upon the national will, and the
principle of justice, appear to me to be essential in any
scheme that is accepted for the purpose of furthering the
political and social progress of the world. Then we have
Socialism, which concerns itself with economic, ethical,
political, and industrial questions. The principal subject,
however, dealt with by Socialists is the accumulation
and distribution of wealth. State Socialism dates from
time of the eminent French writer, Claude, Il. Count de
St. Simon, whose works were published in 1830. He
tried to secure the amelioration of the condition of the
poor, and aimed at the organisation of labor and the
distribution of the fruits of industry, upon the principle of
every man being rewarded according to his works.
Socialism is, in fact, an attempt (whether it is the best that
could be made is with some persons a debateablc point) to
regulate the social relations, making them more equal than
they are at present, either by individual combination, by
municipal or co-operative action, by a philanthropic policy
of the Church, or by the control of the State. This last
phase of the Socialistic scheme means the complete
regulation by law of the equality of individuals, the State
being the owner of the land, and of all the instruments of
industry that are at present possesse'lby individuals, public
companies, etc., who now regulate, m their own interest,
production and distribution.

Having thus briefly stated the general conceptions and
aims of political and social reformers, the next step is to
inquire in what relation Jesus stands to any or all of them.
Of course there is only one source of information upon the
subject at our command—that of the four Gospels. From
these it will not be difficult to demonstrate that Jesus was
no mundane reformer. Although he was surrounded by
poverty, slavery, oppression, and mental degradation, he
made no effort to rid society of these curses to humanity.
As John Stuart Mill observes, in his work upon
Liberty (pp. 28, 29), in referring to Christian morality:
“1 do not scruple to say of it that it is, in many im-
portant points, incomplete and one-sided, and that, unless
ideas and feelings, not sanctioned by it, had contributed
to the formation of European life and character, human
affairs would have been in a worse condition than they now
are.” Charles W atts.

( To be continued.)
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THE WORLD AND THE WORLD.

I £ all the world must see the world
As the world the world hath seen,

Then it were better for the world
That the world had never been.

Yet if the world could see the world
As the world the world might see,

Then a happier world than this old world
Perhaps could never be.

Oh, world that lives upon the world !
You travel far too slow !

Oh, world ! green grave of the worlds,
How wonarous swift you go.

Charles Godfrey Leland.

ACID DROPS.

Prebendary Eyton" 3ays that the most intellectually alive
of all forms of Socialistic thought is Christian Socialism.":
which is a very poor compliment to the Fabians and Social
Democrats. Christian Socialism, it appears, is drawing
together the heart and intellect of the day, and the glory **
the Lord is being revealed. But we have heard of all thyj
before. The glory of the Lord is always being revealed, an*
many gentlemen like Prebendary Eyton earn a good income
by revealing it. The only solid thing in the business is the
income.

“ Nil Desperandum” writes to the Weekly Times, coin'
plaining of a North Wilts parson, who has an income of £60°
a year, and is eloguent in his exhortations to the poor to. be
charitable. When the squire gave some books to the Beading
Boom, the parson collared the lot for himself, on the ground
that they were too good for the villagers. Evidently they
were not sermons.

James Bishop, of New Swindon, couldn’'t stand
Salvation Army band. Financial worries had made hill
sleepless, and he wanted rest and quiet; so he went <,
and asked the band to stop. Stop ! Perish the thoughv
They were playing for the good of hisimmortal soul. Whi®?
was all very well, but James Bishop’s mortal body cold0
stand the row no longer. He therefore cut his throat "Uy,
a penknife. Where he is now is a matter of conjecture, r
is to be hoped, however, that the poor fellow is not %
heaven; for the Salvation band plays there for ever all.
ever, and you can't escape it by means of penknives 0
prussic acid.

Dr. held 11

Danford Thomas, the Islington coroner,

inquest on the body of Francis Eleanor Ottignon, 'vil
committed suicide by taking laudanum. In a letter to ,
friend she wrote, “ 1 hope God will forgive me,” and ende

with the ejaculation, “ May God help me.” He didn't.

Just as service was being commenced last Sunday, the
parish Church of St. Columb, Cornwall, was struck h?
lightning. The congregation had little faith in Go**“
preservation of his own house, and rushed panic strickO®
from the church, the service being brought abruptly to
close.

In the Expositor for January, Archdeacon Farrar hil3 *
very unsatisfactory paper on “ The Sinai Palimpsest of P
Syriac Gospels.” He admits this exhibits “ the oldest Sy11 .
text hitherto known,” but tries to argue for the orthodox
of the statement that Joseph begat Jesus, because it say3 "
was “ the husband of the Virgin Mary.” Now, we waid t
know, if the word “ virgin” was part of the primitive to-,
how it got left out of all the Greek coples 1 To our I—W
this suggests forcibly that the word “ virgin >
sertion, for the virginity of Mary was no more known
Paul than recognised by the Ebionites.

The Tablet (January 5) lias a more scholarly article o»
same Gospels. It considers it certain that “ the hypoth*-"»
of an heretical corruption must be excluded,” but pond3.
the fact that Philo believed, “ wrongly, of course,” that Sa™V
Rebecca, Leah, and Sepporah conceived by divine operad jj,
without the intervention of a man; though declared {
Scripture to have born children, not to Goa, but to ~1g(
husbands. Altogether, the Syriac vindication of the hOky
of Mary and the paternity of Joseph is causing a Pr0
buttering in the theological dovecots.

The Reportof the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Comiiiis3°er
on the Voluntary Schools suggests that it will be he
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policy to apply for aid to the imperial than to the local
expenditure. This is, of course, to obviate the possibility ot
local control. With the immense amount already given to
voluntary schools from imperial taxation, there ought to be
increased public control. The Committee fail to observe
tliat the trend of modern legislation is towards decentralisa-
tion and the investing of municipalities and other local
%H'Eati]%rities with increased powers of dealing with their own

It appears that the Education Department has al"ready, in
some cases, held that the teaching of the Ap directed
Board schools is not an infraction of Section 14, directea
againstdistinctive catechisms and formularies. 01 n
is, however, more distinctly raised than before y P
of the Rochford School Board, and an authoritative judgm
will have to be given.

Our jovial exchange, the Western Figaro, is 1¢0)0" son
for the following : “ At the morning service | |

chapel, on a recent Sunday, the first hymn g
the one beginning i—

This is the house of prayer
Where we, Thy servants, meet,

And Thou, O Lord, are here,
Thy chosen band to greet.

Urn congregation consisted of a particularly fine and large

collection of thieves, burglars, and scoundrels ot eveij
description.

lhis reminds us of a text chosen by the chaplain of Colnei
Batch Asylum, on the Sunday when the female inmates
nrst appeared in the splendor of new bonnets with P1IK
Bbbons and Rob Roy tartan shawls. The words he chose

vere ;. “ Even Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like
°ne of these.n ’ glory. Y

(<A- A. Isaacs, a perverted Hebrew, writes in the Ewjlish

Inrckrnan against the gratuitous circulation except m
H'ecial cases—of the New Testament Scriptures in Hebrew
. Omentions that an Israelite in New Vork confessed that
Ip «<ad been in the habit of collecting the Hebrew New

estaments of Salkinson, gratuitously circulated, and com-
itting them to the flames.

A person calling himself Father Benedict Elliott, O.S.B.,
', representing himself as a son of Lord Minto, has been
it to prison at Romo for frauds on ecclesiastics.

UA coroner’s inquest was held on the body of Anne Knight,
du:d in the Salvation Army shelter at Spitalfields. S ,
Cjd twopence for a bunk, but no covering was provided, and
(, °wn rags were not enough to keep ner from freezing.
” ej n saighidi was “ d disgraece.  Gweh shelters
a\ﬁmﬂt@ Bﬁjéérgﬁ()We ,in his opiniogr;gr what was the use of
vWithout a covering? And echo answers, “ What 7

R~: Nabokoff, a Mohammedan Russian, is conducting »
r & , for the Study of Islam at New York He is
fl°rt<Ml, in the New York Herald, as saving that his reason
mmeEXMracmS Islam was that he coula see no reason tor a
(ji . who keeps his eyes open accepting the religion o
o\B stianity. Its followers are like a lot of sheep who jump
rou, il thich r;ay lie in theiry@%&u h(%e‘gi%?%!o% ':s
- '’ "DV 0 ,
smgﬁjé%gggu's%“%t ehlauéﬂ %%\I{F_Ftﬁe r custom Bosskdsee] g
ey did net use intelligenee, i theyiagseassed cry.

ya ministers used to ¥ P such Uognias a
the Immacuiate Conception, althoo” 1250 years aoO.
picked out of the way. bv Mohammed

Ministers are still jumping. -—- . . .

B 7SI GRS
, are living oft y°
= the week.

th
Ir Pdrmhet

Nabokoffthen referred to the

the common trick “by which.
have fastened themselves on y°U
sustenance, doing work only °rie I 1~

According_to Professor Kapteyn, of. A" stars", and outside
But a mendier of an immense from us than th
this cluster, at a much greater dis ,ierably richer ring-
stars of the solar cluster, lies a °° d to nebulosity by
shaped cluster, the light of which, r \w\Vay gleam 0
immensity of distance, produces th 4 “hat the author

A midnightskies. Yet we are to suppose support
°f this gotgborn INn a cornero Pale_stirpé? and Pf PP

of the boy’s maintenance on a Jewish .1 n

Referring to the agitation against atrocity outrages by
the Crescent notices the lynching and n ~  Southern

Shstiam r4UsEVRY a%ﬂrf's{ﬁwaegggé?é%(éqggay Christians gc
or 01l over this matti

~ 88, athce,r;AP°rls, that, as has been the custom sine
orpool Muslims celebrated the reputei
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birthday of the prophet Christ by feeding several hundred
of his followers, whom their brother Christians permitted to
starve on the day when, according to their superstitious
notions, their Man-God was born " A little fact like this
should make Christians ashamed of condemning the
followers of Islam, and open their eyes to the truth that the
only religion worth having is one which dictates the service
of humanity.

In the Open Court Aziz-ud-din Ahmad, writing on “ The
Future of Islam,” says : “ The future of Islam is ensured by
the humanity or kindness of its followers towards one
another. Colleges are open to all. Nocaste ; nodistinction
of race. One god, one people. There is more self-sacrifice
and less paper boast with the propagation of Islam than of
Christianity.”

Mr. Samuel Legier, of Newton Abbot, has had a cheap
shillingsworth. Mr. Legier is a son-in-law of a Mrs. Hellier,
who is buried in the parish churchyard of Hennock. He has
made repeated appeals to the Rev. F. J. L. Gillman, the vicar of
Hennock, to permit the grave to be re-turfed ana the tomb-
stone replaced. But the man of God refused to allow any
graves of Dissenters to be turfed over. Mr. Legier made a
last appeal to him on Sunday, and, on being refused,
thrashed the vicar with a stick. He was summoned for
assault, and fined one shilling and costs.

Nellie Laws, late a preacher of the Salvation Army, is now
imprisoned for three months with hard labor. Sergeant
Nursey said she lived by religious imposture for years. She
pretended to be the daughter of a clergyman.

The Rev. Henry J. Dodwell, who has been confined in
Broadmoor Lunatic Asylum for nearly seventeen years for
shooting at the then Master of the Rolls, has, through his
solicitor, made an appeal to the Home Secretary for the
restoration of his liberty. The Home Secretary has sent a
reply, stating that he has made inquiries, but regrets that
he cannot authorise the patient’s discharge from the asylum,
as he is still insane, and could not be released without risk.

One of the Episcopal clergy at the Edinburgh English
Cathedral has much roused theological ire by declaring that
the Presbyterian organisations around are not branches of the
Church of Jesus Christ. An angry correspondence ensued,
and the Bishop has been asked to reprimand the clergyman,
which he has declined to do. They are a happy family.

Mr. Thomas Williams, sub-inspector of schools, sends to
the Spectator some answers received from a village school in
Radnorshire. Asked who was the greatest man of the present
time, they answered, “The rector, sir.” Asked in what
respect they considered the rector greater than Mr. Glad-
stone, they answered, “ Please, sir, the rector is M.A.,, and
Mr. Gladstone is only M.P.” Inspector—*“ But how is an
M.A. greater than an M.P.V Children—“ An M.A. is Al,
sir.” Inspector—* Yes 77 Children—* Please, sir, nobody can
be higher than Al.” Evidently the rector is a little god
almighty in his own district.

A story told of the late C. Baring, Bishop of Durham, who
lived in great state and died leaving £ 120,000, comes in
apropos of our cartoon. It is said that when he was asked
for his favorite text he said it was, “ Jesus Christ for our
sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty, might be
rich.”

About two hundred lives have been lost from the Humber
alone during the recent gales. At Heligoland part of the
town has been washed away; while in Hungary and
Silesia snowfalls have stopped railway communication, and
there are reports of persons being caught in the storm and
frozen to death. Providence is sleeping, or, peradventure,
on a journey.

The cold weather has not eradicated cholera from Russia,
for the Odessa correspondent of the Daily News says:
“ According to the latest official weekly cholera bulletin,
there were 655 cases and 279 deaths in the twenty govern-
ments of European Russia. In the government of I'odolia
alone there were 473 cases and 173 deaths.”

How faith will cling to a shadow is illustrated in a poem
by the Rev. Newman Hall, in his just-published Lyrics of a
Long Life. It is entitled “Prayer Answered in Disap-
pointment —

“ One jewel more,” | cried, “ to make me glad
He took the one | had.

“ Come quickly, Lord, and heal this wounded heart
Still more He made it smart.

“ At length from trouble bid my soul repose
Yet thicker came the blows.

He asks, “ Why in my portion mix such bitter leaven ?" and
gives the answer, “ To fit thee more for heaven.” So we are
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to suppose it is all for the best if a man loses all his beloved
ones, “ cut off in the midst of their sins” mayhap, so long
as he is thereby fitted for heaven. A good deal of selfish
vanity seems to underlie this faith and resignation.

The Rev. Walter Walsh writes in the Contemporary on the
Labor Church, under the title of “ The New Secularism.”
He affects to consider the old Secularism as dead, and says :
“ Higher Criticism and the New Theology have taken the
wind out of the sails of Ingersoll and Foote.” If this is, so
it is not because we have changed our course, but because
they have come upon our tack. Secularism stands where it
did, but the Churches are bound to come in its direction
under pain of being deserted by the secular spirit of the
age. Mr. Walsh himself bears testimony to this when he
complains that even the Labor Church “breaks with the
past, belittles the future, and casts its vote for the present.”

It appears from Willich’'s Tithe Commutation Tables that
£160 of tithe rent-charge will be worth in 1895 but
£73 13s. (lid., or a reduction of over 26 per cent. The
average value during the fifty-nine years which have
elapsed since the passing of the Tithe Commutation Act is
£98 17s. 10fd.; so the clergy have not done so badly on the
whole, though they are grumbling, as usual.

The late Rev. G. W. Herbert, vicar of St. Peter’s, Vauxhall,
left personal estate amounting to upwards of £122,000. A
nice little sum to begin the next world with ; but how
hardly shall they that have riches enter the kingdom of
heaven.

The Rev. C. Garrett states that a rich Wesleyan has
offered a good round sum to the Ministers’ Retirement
Fund, on condition that preachers consent to burn their
old sermons. Probably he fancies they are often resurrected,
and cremation is the best preventive of resurrection.

The recent American Church Congress was chiefly notable
by the attempt to urge .aboycott on the Sunday papers.
The attempt is manifestly only dictated by trade rivalry,
for the Sunday paper is prepared during the week, and
only the Monday paper occasions Sunday work. As the
Monday issue occasionally reports the ministerial sermons,
there is never any mention of boycotting that.

Here is a rustic idyll from East Anglia. A London
tripper encountered a venerable individual working among
the graves in the churchyard, and, giving him good-day,
said, “ 1 suppose you are one of the Church officials?
“'Ficials, sir,” he answered; *“why, lawk, | don't know
what | deu be. When Parson Brown came he say | were
the sextant. Then Parson Smith, he come and he call me
the beetle. Now Mr. Jones be our parson, and he say | be
the wargin.”

A good story is told of a number of boys who were playing
on Saturday in front of a city church. The rector suddenly
came out of his parsonage and told the boys to be quiet in
front of the Lord’s house. “ That is all right, mister,'lsaid
the boys. “ The Lord is not here to-day. He is down the
street at the Jewish synagogue.”

A Chinaman offers tinsel and gold to his god, and burns
“mock money,” or bits of colored paper, in idolatrous
worship. The Chinee is artful. He knows that, if he made
his offerings in the real metal, they would never go further
than the pockets of the priests. It must be imported
Chinamen who put the bad coins into the collection bags
and plates about which a parson complains in a contem-
porary. “ The offertory,” says this indignant cleric, “ has
now become a recognised convenience for passing bad
money.” Alas and alack ! The filtW lucre —Reynolds's
Newspaper. J

R. H. Charles argues at length in the Academy that the
Syriac version of Matthew i. 16, which states that Joseph,
the husband of the Virgin Mary, begat Jesus, represents the
original text. ™ He says this view is steadily gaining accept-
ance among English and German critics.

This is the season for chestnuts, and in the (Surrey panto-
mime an old Freethinker chestnut is introduced : “ Don’t you
know, my good man, that drink is your worst enemy ?’
Inebriate—" Yes, mum ; but the Bible says we are to love
our enemies.”

The Western Mail attributes to a Breckonshire vicar the
following story : “ The incumbent of a seaside parish on
the west coast of Pembrokeshire held weekly a Welsh prayer
meeting, which was occasionally attended by some coast-
guardsmen who understood not one single word of Welsh.
For the benefit of these visitors the vicar asked one of the
parishioners to pray in English. After not a little per-
suasion the man was induced to attempt the task, and,
though he had never before prayed in English, all were
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| agreeably surprised to find that he could do so with ease
and fluency. He had prayed for a considerable time, and it
was very evident to all that the poor man's great difficulty
was how, and in what manner, to wind up or finish
decently. He made two or three attempts, and at last, to
the astonishment of all, he made a desperate effort to come
to a close, saying, 10 Lord, hear our prayer ; forgive us our
sins, and believe me yours truly, John Jones."”

While we are giving stories, we cannot resist offering the
following one told by Truth of “a well-known Bishop”:
“ The Bishop was one day examining a batch of deacons for
priest's orders. After the theoretical part of the examina-
tion, he said to them : ‘ Gentlemen, you have passed a most
excellent examination in theory; | should now like to see
you do something practical. 1 shall go into the next room
and personate a sick man. You will come in one by one,
address me as a sick parishioner, and say something com-
forting.” When his lordship had retired, the candidates
were in some confusion, and nobody cared to begin ; but at
last a mad Irishman volunteered to be the first. He entered
the study, and, approaching the Bishop, who was lying with
a woe-begone air on the sofa, he thus addressed him : ‘ Oh
Anthony, Anthony ! the dhrink again! Shure it will be
the death of ye ! Turn from your evil ways before it's too
late, and be a man " This is said to have been the last time
that the Bishop held a practical examination.”

Protestant open-air preaching is not an easy matter in the
city of Cork. The Catholics don't like it, and they express
their dislike in a tempestuous manner, by throwing mud
and stones at the preachers. Of course, the Methodist Tinier
is very angry at this state of things; but the Catholics can
reply that they are served in the same way by Protestants
in Belfast. Two blacks, it is true, do not make a white!
and, in this case, both blacks are to the discredit of Chris-
tianity.

“ Any nation,” the Methodist Times says, “ which prevents
freedom of speech to religious teachers in the open-air is not
only anti-Christian, but uncivilised, and must be ranked
below the degraded Roman empire itself. Jesus Christ and
his apostles,were permitted to preach the Gospel in the
open air all over the Roman Empire.” Precisely so; and
this very fact shows how much Christianity has done for
freedom in nearly two thousand years.

Newcastle-on-Tyne is a fairly pious city. It hasn't as
many public-houses to the square acre as some cities—for
instance, Liverpool; but they are splendidly patronised,
and 22 per thousand of the inhabitants get convicted every
year for drunkenness.

In the early days of the Temperance movement it had no
more bitter opponents than the ministers of religion. When
it grew powerful they began to patronise it, and they have
so nobbled it at last that a religious passport (we believe) 1S
required by every Temperance society in the kingdom-
But, somehow or other, the Temperance movement does not

ogress as it should under the fostering power of the
gospel. Mr. Caine boasts that there are seven million total

stainers in Great Britain and Ireland, and that the force«
of Temperance were never so active as at present. Yet the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who calculated on getting
£1,340,000 during the year from the additional tax on beer
and spirits, has actually got £1,123,000 during nine months-
And it will not do to put the increased consumption down
to the “ influenza,” as was done when Mr. Goschen got such
a handsome return from rum.

Miss Lucy Garnett, in the Nineteenth Century, has been
dispelling some of the prevalent nonsense iii Christian
countries about the inferiority of the position of worn®.
among the Mohammedans. On the whole, their legal rights
exceed those of the women in most Christian lands. Even
with respect to the slaves, Miss Garnett says their lot Is
“ preferable in many respects to that of the majority of frc°®
domestic drudges in the West.”

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a fow copies of the Freethinker a»?
try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among y°ur
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which »®
of a convenient size for the purpose. ' Mr. Forder WAL
send them on application. ,

(5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, a
public meetings, or among the audiences around street-
corner preachers.

(6) Get your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker in the windo"-
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

IL1ING r January 6, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London, E.C.:
His Heaven“laugh's Social and Political Teaching”; 7, “ God's in

Georgoifererh1m Science : 8-39. “ A Night with

January 27, Liverpool.
February 3, Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles W atts's Engagements.—January 13, Leicester”-
Nottingham; 27, Hall of Science, London. Ma@&h3>Manchester.

Science; 10, Camberwell; 17, Plymouth. nfc t0 him (if
—AIl communications for Mr. Watts shou lope must be
a reply iIs required, a stamped and addressed enveloBe
enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, ». e

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first po
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted. . . yrtt.
E. Timewell.—You will find articles on Spiritism m the
thinker of March 19 and July 30, 1893. which we
J. C. Mack (Teneriffe).-Thanks for your good wishes, which
Thanks.

wTMotsH .-See paragraph. Always glad to hear

Potteries.—Mr. Foote offered the Hanley Branch abut"he”as
January, or a later one if that was mconvement butane

received no reply. It is difficult to see what he cand
Mu- Foote's Fighting Fund.—R. Scago (S. Africa), £ 1»- - e
Horton (Kokstad, S. Africa), per R. border, 10s.,
Crabtree, 2s. 6d. ; Le Liable, 2s. 6(1. .
Watts Election Fund.-M r. G. Ward, treasurer, acknowledge .
C.Pottage, 10s.; A. Tripp, 5s. vpr

- o i N
A ST A G ERRY ARy CiRSGpt handed to the

®\H— The texts are open to public judgment. Mi. W n
hls opinion of them, and of course you are free tojnt~ta »

>oura. |t seems to us that Jesus did teac i O simply
blessing, and wealth a curse Lazarusje n
~icausQ he was poor ; he had no other nirt

xt 2 simply because he was rich.

H.S.S. Benevolent Fund.-M Iss E. M. Vance«k,wwl[edges.
J. Mosenthal (Germany), 5s.; A. F., 2s. bd.; A. T pp, =

L- H. H. Laty— Thanks for cuttings.

J- Robinson___If you send them on to Mr. Foi-dei, 1

carriage, and they will be used judiciously. n, about
V- Rage.-S ee paragraph. W ill you communicate with us

the matter that was left standing over ?

«J. Crabtree.—We return the compliment. B

m f'. Billington.—A parcel of our “ ~fdleist ocma

Pamphlet shall be sent for distribution at Mr. Hughes s meeting

T-STUBBs.-Thanks for the paper. The public is getting tired
\v. t3 Hesant and her Mahatmas.

Cotsworth.-Professor Harnack the W ~ng German
ofa°sian- holds that the Apostles’ Creed was the compoeffiion
En,tv Phurch °f Southern Gaul. His article was inti
ft8Lsh readers by Mrs. Humphry Ward in * will be
C T -1 about eighteen months ago. Other mformation wiU be
> t ; nthe chapteron “ Pious Frauds” in CrimesoJ ChvManity.

j in*~heeler will shortly write on the Apostles Lieci .
'p JCH— Mrs. Watts would have been with her Impiand”t th

theatre*0" Dinner but she iseneaSed every evemng

Rrodie— Addressed as desired. L

p.°” NGOne.—Bradlaugh's “ Speeches ” price 5s. ant\
Vgoider _'I;;]%(I:ébel case may be tried any time between thiee an

* % . = _ ) -

(S TW |’ecelved for the Watts Election Fund: R- Seago
Patirs RIBPWS © Le Riafle, 35 bd L R
Aertds-& — TheRa _% ost-Tw gffithC ~tury
i —IplByesEiNe Thinker-w/ternJ _~ liddieSex
fMan Times—Truthseeker—onor Investigator—B |
r-Crescent—Secular Thought—Bosto e Jugend—Bo
Blade—Liberator—Freidenker—Fu Vvaminer—Daily -
Times—Torquay Times-Brighton B x iic_ Bristol Evenin
Birmingham Daily Post—New Zealan Mercury. s
News—Weekly Bulletin—W estern Daily a the favor b
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A caq our attention,

who send us newspapers wou
’ bo addressed

marking the passages to whi(Ew th?ﬁ/ L,
HtTTERs for the Editor of the Freethinker should
tbo publish1®

n, “tonecutter-street, London, E.C.

fr thinke oM/ ill be forwan IS 1uU Uy Muiv «

( mge Py |’[f g at the EI’I‘SWng %%; prepaid :—One Yea

>s dd-: Malf Year, Bs: 8d. ; Three Months, Zpuésday if a >
IKBE i s er than ~Tregsigastdhasrepj

e e ety ‘

) —owing week. . . _to announce on tl
being contrary to Post-office r.°8'da iGui,gcribers will rec
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Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.O.

Scale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—(Narrow
Column) one inch, 3s.; half column, 15s.; column, £1 10s.
Broad Column—one inch, 4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.;
column, £2 5s. Special terms for repetitions.

THE N.S.S. MEETING.

The meeting of members of the N.S.S. at the Hall of
Science, on Wednesday evening, January 2, was well
attended. Mr. Foote was in the chair, and many of the
vice-presidents sat on the platform. Of these there were
present, Messrs. Watts, Forder, Parris, Wheeler, Truelove,
Heaford, Hartmann, and Samson. Mr. Cohen, who was
spending a few days in London, was also present. Mr.
Foote stated why the Executive had suspended the N.S.S.
affiliation to the Hall of Science Club. The hall had been
let for a Boxing Contest, the program of which included
professionals ; and the advertisement of the performance,
which was to have been followed by three others, while
not illegal, was of a nature which the Executive felt bound
to object to in connection with the Society’s headquarters.
As the Club committee could not cancel the letting, or give
satisfactory assurances against a repetition, the Executive
had no alternative but to clear the Society from all moral
responsibility.  The affiliation had therefore been sus-
pended until a satisfactory arrangement could be arrived
at. Mr. Charles Watts spoke strongly in support of the
Executive’'s action, and moved a resolution accordingly;
this was seconded by Mr. Heaford; and, after discussion,
and explanations by Mr. G. Standring, the Club president,
and Mr. J. Anderson, the Club secretary, was carried by an
overwhelming majority. No one questioned the motives
of the Club committee. It was a difference of judgment,
but a difference which necessitated prompt action on the
part of the Executive, in [order to dissociate itself from
what it disapproved. Happily we have good reason to
believe that the difference will be amicably adjusted—that
is, with respect to the future; and we shall doubtless be
able to make a definite announcement in our next issue.
We hope, also, to be then in a position to make another
announcement that will, to most Freethinkers, be still more
gratifying.

SUGAR PLUMS.

The London Secular Federation’s seventh Annual Dinner
took place on Monday evening at the Holborn Restaurant.
There was a large muster of friends, the repast was excellent,
and everybody had a good time. Mr. Foote, who presided,
made the usual appeal for funds, with a gratifying result.
A full list of donations will appear in our next issue. The
toast-list included speeches by Messrs. Charles Watts, J. M.
Wheeler, Touzeau Parris, H. Snell, A. B. Moss, J. Rowney,
W. Heaford, and Robert Forder. All were in good form;
indeed, the speeches were first-rate—witty, vivacious, and
manly. They were varied with capital songs by Madame
Burgwitz and Messrs. Walters and Vine. The final item
was not on the program. Mr. Samson got up and proposed
the toast of “The President,” which “caught on” and
elicited much enthusiasm. Mr. Roger seconded in an earnest
speech, and the toast was drunk with honors, the whole
assembly rising and singing “ For he’'s a jolly good fellow.”
Mr. Foote, who was affected by this spontaneous compli-
ment, made a suitable response; and the gathering then
broke up with “ Auld Lang Syne.”

Mr. Foote lectured at the London Hall of Science on
Sunday, and had good meetings, in spite of the dismal fog.
He occupies the platform again to-day (January 13). The
morning lecture will be on “ Bradlaugh'’s Social and Political
Teaching.” The evening subject Avill be “ God's in His
Heaven.”

Having been obliged to leave town, Mr. Foote could not
give his “ Night with George Meredith ” on Wednesday last.
He will deliver the lecture next Wednesday evening (Jan. 16).
It should attract a good audience.

Mr. Charles Watts lectures to-day (Sunday, January 13),
afternoon and evening, at Leicester, where he is sure to have
good audiences.
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Justice, noticing Messrs. Wheeler and Foote’s little book
on Voltaire, says: “ Any one who wishes to obtain a brief
but trustworthy account of this remarkable man cannot do
better than purchase this book, for it bears every evidence
of being a painstaking endeavor to put the great French
satirist’s career before the reader in as impartial amanner as
possible.”

The Universities are open to women in Belgium, Holland,
Switzerland, Italy, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Iceland.
Austria, Hungary, Spain, and Russia deny them. “If they
will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home”
(1 Cor. xiv. 35).

The Truthseeker, in its last issue for the Old Year, gives a
cartoon on “ The Graveyard of the Gods.” Tombstones are
erected to Odin, Baal, Ormuzd, Osiris, Thor, Jove, Apollo,
etc., and Father Time is digging a grave which a board
announces is “reserved for Jehovah, the last and most
brutal of all gods”—Christians and Jews the only mourners ;
Science and Education, undertakers.

In Mrs. Ireland’s “ Recollections of James Anthony
Froude,” in the January Contemporary Review, there is an
anecdote of the first time Froude met Swinburne at a
dinner, at which Arnold, Ruskin, and Houghton were
present. “ After dinner a little figure appeared, a ‘boy
man,” and, bounding past the guests, stood upon an ottoman
so that he could well be seen. ‘The lad began spouting
some of his most outrageous poems,’ said Froude, ‘some of
his very worst F And the narrator smiled bitterly, con-
tinuing : ‘We all sat in amazement till he finished, when
Ruskin, making his way through the company, hurried up,
and took Swinburne fairly in his arms, saying: “ How
beautiful ! how divinely beautiful "’ Swinburne was at
this time little more than a boy.”

In Secular Thought Captain R. C. Adams well remarks, in
reply to those who point to progressin the Churches : “ The
work of enlightenment must go on outside the Church, in
order that a little light may get inside. The Church will
never be a pioneer in progress, but will continue to adopt
reforms, only in tardy response to the demands of its
supporters, and only in the small degree that is necessary to
save its life.”

Secular Thought reprints, with acknowledgments, Mr.
Wheeler's recent article on “ Voltaire.” It says itself of
him : “ There is no single man who ever lived who has done
so much to enlighten and instruct his fellow men as Voltaire.
There are none who cleared away so many cobwebs, dissi-
pated so many illusions, or enunciated so many original
truths as he. He was the greatest individual civilising
force of all time, and he was bitterly persecuted by the
Christian Church.”

Mr. 1). Bedford, a member of the Walthamstow Branch of
the N.S.S., was returned at the head of the poll for the
Northern Ward, Walthamstow District Council, at the recent
election. At Hanworth, Mr. Williamson, a working man and
Secularist, was elected chairman of the Parish Council.

The annual Christmas soiree and New Year's social, in con-
nection with the South Shields Branch of the National
Secular Society, were held in the Baring-street School-room.
Both were highly satisfactory in every respect, and a good
balance will remain to the credit of the Branch Fund. This
successful result is chiefly due to the praiseworthy efforts of
Messrs. G. White and D. Bow. The speakers were Messrs.
Thos. Thompson and S. M. Peacock (President).

The Hull Branch held its annual meeting on Sunday.
Seven new members have been “nrolled during the year.
The balance-sheet was encouraging. Mr. A. Adams, the
present secretary, dates from 83 Spring-street.

Mr. J. Keast, 32 Morgan-street, St. Paul's, has resumed
the secretaryship of the Bristol Branch. He will be pleased
to hear from Freethinkers who wish to assist. It is intended
to have some lectures in St. James’'s Hall, and some open-
air meetings during the summer.

Mr. Ernest Johnson, of the Nelson School Board, lectures
to-day (January 13)in the Labor Hall, Railway-street, for
the local N.S.S. Branch. His subject at 3 is “ Thoreau’s
Walden,” and at 7 “ The Philosophy of Secularism.” Mr.
Johnson, though a young man, is well read and an able
speaker. We hope he will have good meetings.

James Lick, who was a Freethinker, left several millions
of dollars to bo expended in various public improvements
and institutions. Everybody has heard of the great Obser-
vatory, on Mount Hamilton, which bears his name. A
hundred thousand dollars was set aside for a California
monument to be erected in front of the city hall in San
Francisco. This was unveiled on November 20. Speeches
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were delivered by leading public men, and the children of
the public schools sang patriotic songs. We believe it was
James Lick who paid the whole cost of building the Paine
Memorial Hall at Boston.

We see from New York papers that the “ Rev.” Citizen
George Francis Train is announced to preach every Sunday
at No. 8 Union Square Hall, on the subject of “ Hell d°
Damned.”

In Devonport the clericals are making strenuous efforts to
get the control of the School Boards in their hands. ~AH
Freethinking electors should work and vote for Mr. |b *e
Smith, who has contended against the bigots in this matter.

WHO WAS THE MOTHER OF JESUS?

There has been no end of bother of late over that
unfortunate question, overheard by Mr. Coxhead, as to
who was the father of Jesus, and which our editor seenis
likely to settle in the series of articles now appearing 18
this journal. But little attention has been given to Jesuss
mother. Many great men have attributed to their
mothers some of the best traits in their characters ; and, u
it is true that the education of the child begins with the
education of its mother, it may be of some little interest to
Freethinkers to know what is said and known of the
supposed wife of Joseph, the mother of Jesus.

It goes without saying that by what is “ known I
mean what is said of her in the four Gospels; for it is self
evident, from the writings in the New Testament—some of
which, according to expositors, were written before those
Gospels—no mention whatever is made relating to Mary>
except in Acts i., where she is represented as being present
in that “ upper room ” with some of the Apostles and the
brothers of Jesus, who, of course, were her sons. It
rather singular that John never mentions her name, and
only refers to her as at the marriage feast, where JesUs
says, “ Woman, what have | to do with thee I" and at the
crucifixion.  This last reference is more than curious =
“When Jesus, therefore, saw his mother, and the discipl®
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother
Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the discipl®
Behold thy mother ! and from that hour that disciple tool'
her to his own home ” (John xix. 20). ,

Does it not seem somewhat singular that Mary should
have been given over to John's care—for this was the
disciple that “ Jesus loved”—if she had her husband
living (and there is no mention of his death), besides the
wonder that must be excited when we know that Jesus had
brothers, who certainly could not have been ignorant th»1
Jesus was, or pretended to be, God, unless it be, as "'c
are reminded elsewhere, that his brethren did not bclicve
on him 1

In the matter of converting his family, Jesus does J*
appear to have been nearly so successful as Joseph Smit®
was, the latter’s family being soon convinced of his diviu®
mission, and of the inspiration of the Book of MornK®yj
Singular, too, itis that this John should have written the luc
of her son, but not have mentioned her miraculous conccp'
tion, or even the visits of the angel to Joseph or herse*
to announce it. His gospel is pretended to have beC|
written as late as A.D. 78; but he gives us no account O
her latter days or of her death. Therefore, if Christ)81
made a harmony of what is known of Mary in the Bihic
it would amount to really nothing at all, and, if it is ®&
a bull to say it, of Joseph even less.

When we come to what is “ said ” of her, we have
embarrassment of riches, an abundamce of details.
would require volumes to give a mere outline, not only
her earthly life, but of actions, appearances, discourses, all.
miracles, since she was taken bodily up to heaven.
will, however, be better to begin with her birth. TG&L
is supposed to have taken place on September
but in what year will depend on when Jesus
born—and who knows that? In a celebrated CathoJl
work, The Glories of Mary, we have a description of t®
flight into Egypt, in these words : “ Any one can imaglit®
what Mary must have suffered on this journey. ToEgyljs
the distance was great. Most authors agree that it "Y
three hundred miles; so that it was a journey of upwar
of thirty days. The road was, according to St.

It
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venture's description of jt rough, unknown, and little

Lreguenmd-'l It Was i the winter season: so that they
d'atto trgve in snow, rain, and wind, through rough and
Ity r0a0s.  nary was then fifteen years of age ; a delicate

young woman unaccustomed to such journeys.”

In Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible it is assumed that Jesus
was born b.c. 4 (before Christ, four—is this not rather
funny ?); so that Mary was only fourteen when her husband
had doubts of her chastity, and meditated obtaining a
divorce. When one remembers how long it took the Jews
to get from Egypt to Palestine—forty years—Marys
Journey of thirty days seems to indicate that their donkey
was an excellent specimen of the genus Jerusalem to do
njlse %S{}; _m_ileg a da}j. Unfortunately for the accuracy of

salnttK/ Eo‘naventure, the road from Egypt toJjj w
was neither “unknown” nor “ littlesfrequented, but was
one of the principal highways of the ancient
which had marched and countermarched ‘

Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon for a thousandv« - ,

We have, on the authority of the « hhle Churcn,
some of Mary’s milk preserved to this day in . t
St. Mark, at Rome, A id . of itself ought

satisfy the most sceptical person. - ~ Mary)
apostrophises her milk in these words, > > made
thy Creator; give milk to him who made > 258).
thee such that he could be made of thee f A v

This means, if it.means..gnj/thin@ at all, ..< 4.0,, was

made of cod>and God of Mary, and the father of Jesus

8R9 ' 695 himself, and the mother was all three rolled into

£ Albany Butter, in writing on Mary's birthday, seems to
r?2ct altogether poor Joseph’s doubts and perplexities,

ke, BRELRNWARGARIRS Fh AT ad TiREH IR InNLng
insilence, all which he could not understanc . N
ancient writer, who “ rather believed her virtue than he
womb ” (Lives of the Saints, vol. ix.). llo];KItT Fohdeh.

CIVILISATION AND CHRISTIANITY.

Civilisation deals with this world J development am

and a consequence resulting from, f,PU\ties of _men, am
activity of the mental and physic; ~environment

fheir application to the materials ot - , t0 materia
Itis the product of human ingenui V t Of civilisatioi
ends. The manwho aids in the ¥ev® | , . mtation, and tli

yigs thought
mbetter, and t

assists in the improvement of the hum*

worldly comfort and hait)_piness of th *
Jwell on this world, and lie seeks to mal not hereafte
add to the comforts of the race here and i  tommandmen
~ in heaven. In doing this he violates the com ~ n
°f Christ, “ Take no thought for your life, w”at ye &hal
or what ye shall drink, noryet for youi P ~ morrow

E"{}atgﬂéwuv?—a 5@7 Sarglezrefore no thought tor uie

olfublys absurd SBmmand were to he oheye , d t
g@abéﬁopgttg Regstin the civilisation of mankiAd and Eo
€ prid L€ would abandon his relatives, give no thought .
or gﬁ or BF 4k iMprovermientwast no VIfe 0N edycaig)
r&'or music, or thought, or ?ven. nt savage—a
td thi.world_a naked, starving, V. , = dilemm;
je: There Is A8 @§€3§@ from this dilemm,
involve, u °* | fi®tare clear and positive, and, as civilisatic
hoaiisisi, cultivation of all he condemns, no Christian ca
Agate Ke civilised.
c°minanVffl;ttauknt the doctrine of non-resistance, ar
tohimtL ii | a man smite thee on thy right cheek, tui
the barW,s.° ler alSO-”  If this command were obeyed, win
resist I P11 sm°te the civilised man, the latter would n.
hy subrte <6 barbar.hhs races would rule the world. N.
CohtinuedS/,°n ¢(viNhut by resistance stern and ion,
the fOi,nil’ .. ve the higher races held their own and la
Many b 100S of freedom.
Sensical r ave striven to obey these unnatural and no:
World to hv Ir?ntlmenta\ Hermits have retired from tl
shrrenderi.,iei , beasts in caves, and fanatics have humbl
the World ,. ° i ayery- If theso true Christians controlk
who havo’,7?-u  1lever be civilised? No. It is the ne
aud the ,in t < rirtoly disobeyed the commands of Chri
World, not 1 Uj6s °f. Christianity who have civilised tl

subinittin,i deserting it, but by improving it; not
~Again dt by resisting oppression.
llender had obeyed the commands of Cliri

obey you,. t0O ™ 8ar the things that arc Ciesar’s,” “ Servan
masters,” and Kkindred despotic inonarehi«
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maxims, there would be no republic, no liberty, no equality,
no democracy.

It may be well to note that not only have great civilisa-
tions existed long before Christianity was ever heard of, but
they have also existed contemporaneously with it, though
beyond its control. Thus, in Mexico and Peru, the Aztecs
and the Incas reached a high state of intellectual develop-
ment at a time when Europe, under the beneficent Christian
creed, was plunged into comparative barbarism. The Incas
of Peru in particular had reached a higher stage of social
development than has been attained, even at the present
time by any nation in Europe. These two great civilisations
would probably still be flourishing, for the edification and
instruction of mankind, had not the emissaries of Christian
Spain, Cortez, and Pizzaro found their way to the happy
lands, and, having repaid the hospitality of the kindly
natives by bloodshed, plunder, and wholesale slaughter,
handed them over to the tender mercies of the Catholic
priesthood to undergo the experience of conversion to
Christianity. In the course of this conversion, which was
conducted in the good old Christian way, the majority of
the people were rapidly starved, enslaved, tortured, and
burned to death, and the races soon became extinct. Thus
does Christianity encourage civilisation.

It is not necessary, however, to revert to ancient times or
distant lands for illustrations of the opposition of the Church
to progressive ideas. It is not very long ago that the clergy
of the United States held meetings all over the Union to
protest against the abolition of slavery, and to assert the
divine right of the slaveowner to chain and whip, and buy
and sell, and with bloodhounds hunt and slay his fellow
men. This was quite in harmony with Christian doctrine,
for Christ, living in the midst of slavery, and daily seeing
the tortured captives of the Romans scourged by their
masters, said not a single word against it in all his lengthy
harangues, and had no more consoling advice for the poor
bleeding victims than this : “ Servants, obey your masters,”
or “ Render unto Ceesar the things that are Caesar's.” Where
would civilisation be, and where would democracy be, if men
obeyed these fatal and foolish words ? Give unto the king
your body, and unto the priest your soul. Long and wearily
men obeyed these words, and lived in barbarism. Now they
obey them no longer, and are crowned with civilisation.
“ 1f a man be ignorant, let him be ignorant,” says the blessed
book which is called the fountain of civilisation ; and how
much freedom or wisdom would we have to-day if Chris-
tianity had been permitted to continue enforcing this sacred
maxim by the soft persuasion of flame and sword, of rack
and dungeon ?

—Secular Thought.

Lucifer.

BLASPHEMY IN SWEDEN.

Wn learn from Captain Thomson that a Swedish paper, the
Soderkopings Posten, has been sequestrated by the Minister
of Justice for blasphemy in an article on the Public School
System in its issue for December 20. The paper, it appears,
had the audacity to suggest that children would do better
to learn the geography of their own land than that of
Palestine, and their own history than the stories of the
patriarchs and prophets. It seems that a prosecution ought
to follow the sequestration, and this is looked forward to
with the liveliest interest by the press, and especially by the
Freethinkers in Sweden. The present Government is
reactionary, and the repressive policy of the sky-pilots is to
the fore ; but in thus imitating the methods of Czar and
Kaiser the Swedish Minister of Justice will only render
himself contemptible in the eyes of Liberal Europe.

Obituary.

Died, Sunday, Dec. 30, Mr. James Burns, editor of the
Medium and Daybreak. Mr. Burns was one of the pioneers
of modern Spiritism in England, and about twenty years
ago debated the question with Mr. Bradlaugh. It is doubtful
if his paper will be maintained.

The Gospel According to St. John.—Distasteful though
to many, criticism must pronounce a fair estimate.
Ingenuity may try to lessen the force of the internal
evidence against John’s authorship, but reason refuses to be
satisfied. The gospel is still a theological more than a
biographical composition, and reflects an Alexandrian
atmosphere foreign to Galilee. It over passes the Ebionism
of the synoptists, and mars the human portraiture.—Dr.
Samuel Davidson, “ Introduction to the New Testament.”
vol. ii.,p. J17.
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BOOK CHAT.

T he author of The Oracles Ascribed to Matthew by Papias of
Hierapolis (Longmans) holds the view that the books
attributed to Matthew and Mark by Papias, apud Eusebius,
were not the gospels which the Church subsequently
canonised, but merely the materials out of which the gospels

were in part constructed.
* * *

One of the most interesting papers in the January
number of the English Illustrated Magazine is an interview
with Mr. J. X. Maskelyne, the Egyptian Hall conjuror.
Mr. Maskelyne expresses his contempt for Spiritism,
Theosophy, etc., and takes delight in exposing the fraud
and credulity passing under a pretentious appearance.
The versatile Mr. Grant Allen continues his “ Moorland
Idylls.”

* * *

In To-Day's Bible Dr. Joseph Parker has sought to bring
the old book up to date by extracting some of its morality,
and putting other aphorisms into scriptural language.
Needless to say To-Day's Bible omits the legendary and
barbarous part, retaining only the fountain head of
superstition. A smaller, it is in some respects a better book
than the old Bible, but entirely without the interest
attaching to that famous undateable collection of old
documents.

* * *
The Truthseeker Annual for 1895is full of interest. There
is an admirable accountof Freethought in the United

States ; a brief but pithy paper on “ The Old and the Xew,”
by Colonel Ingersoll; “ What the Church has Xot Done for
Women,” by Mrs. Gage; “What are Women Here For?
by Miss Helen Gardener ; “A Queer God and His Queer
Book,” by John Peck ; “ The Education of Children,” by
Susan Wixon; *“ Secular Sunday Schools,” by Katie
Kelim Smith, and other articles, together with much useful
information to American Freethinkers. Hor must we forget
the amusing sketch of “ The One-Horned Ox " of George E.
Macdonald, who has an original fund of bright American
humor. Who hope the Truthseeker Annual will have a wide
circulation, for it should be enjoyed wherever it goes.

* * *

In G. Macdonald's story of “ The One-horned Ox,” in the
Truthseeker Annual, there is an instance of cuteness. One
Spattle made money out on an Indian settlement, by
growing hops. Asked how he thought of hop-raising in
that out-of-the-way place, he explained that it was the
missionaries. When he saw these signs of civilisation he
knew intoxicants would follow.

* * *

Dr. Carolus, Physician (Cardiff: Chappie and Kemp,
Xeville-street; 1895; 2s. 6d.; 116 pp.; boards), is a novel
with a purpose. The author is a Spiritist, and an advocate
of Free-love. The story tells or a Dr. Carolus, who is
supposed to be a Mahatma. He mysteriously disappears,
taking with him a Catholic priest, an Unitarian minister, a
journalist, and others. They turn up at a psychic settle-
ment, supposed to be in wild Wales, where they have a
religion and a social code of their own. The religion is
something of a parody of the Catholic Church without its
dogmas, and includes the invocation of spirits, seances, and a
liturgy, in which the priest says, “ Let us remember that life
here is short,” to which the people respond, “ Aye ; and that
death will soon overtake us.” Priest—"“ May you never
forget this.” People—“ We never can, nor will.”

*

* *

Among the sculptured heads and busts which adorned the
Psychic church, the author says, “ | reco mised Moses, Homer,
Socrates, Aristotle, Plato, Shakespeare,Uomte the Positivist,
Allan Kardec the Spiritualist, ana a number of other great
teachers.”” Altogether, the psychic settlement seems a
curious mixture of the Positivists with the Shakers and the
Free-love community at Oneida Creek. They have divorce,
but no marriage, and “ Dr. Carolus” argues at length
against that institution as “ selfish and undesirable.” We
must say his arguments appear to us superficial. The
drawbacks to marriage upon which he chiefly dilates are
mainly jealousy and the pain of separation by death ; but
we have yet to learn that jealousy would be eliminated by
such a free-love institution as that at Oneida, while the pain
of separation from loved ones, whether one or many, can
only be minimised by lessening the love—a project which,
like the Buddhist and Stoic schemes of eradicating desire,
is equivalent to cutting off one’s feet for fear of corns. We
distrust the love which is all circumference and has no
centre. In its plenitude there is a void. The home and the
family have been the sources of altruism, and are likely long
to remain so. “ Dr. Carolus” should know that the mass
of the world have not reached monogamy yet. The book is
rather an argument than a novel, and we have treated it as
such. It certainly shows thought, though not, we think,

THE FREETHINKER.

January 13, 1896.

deep thought, and it is one of the signs how all questions,
social and religious, are now being thrown in the crucible,
whence, let us hope, the purer gold will emerge.

Another novel with a purpose is Six Thousand Tons of
Gold—a good title to ask for at a book shop (A. D. Innes).
The owner of this vast treasure, discovered in Patagonia,
tries to see what good he can do with it, and, finding he
makes everything worse, determines at length to sink it m
the sea. The moral, if any, is—demonetise gold.

In S. R. Crockett’s last book there is given a discussion by
some Galloway shepherds on the death of the Devil
“The minister was sayin’,” remarked one, “ that the new
moderates threep that there’s nae deil at 2. He dee'd some
time since I “ They say,” said John Scott, pulling
meditatively at his cutty, “ that the pooer is vested noo in»
kind o’ comy-tee I’ “ 1 dinna liaud wi’ comy-tees myself,
replied Meg ; “ it's juist haein’ mony maisters, ilka yin man'
cankersome and thrawn than anither I’ “ Weel, gin this
cegs be true, an’ the auld deil’s deed at last, there’s a heap o
fowk in this parish should be mentioned in his wull,” said
Jock Gordon, significantly. But the herd was a staunch
Marrow man. He was not led away by any human
criticism, nor yet by the new theology. “ New licht here,
new licht there,” he said. “ | canna’ pairt wi’ ma deil. Ja
na, that's ower muckle to expect 0’ a man o’ ma age "

IN MEMORIAM— 1894.

A weary nineteen hundred years
Speeds onward through its last decade ;
The woe the brute in man has made
Fills human hearts with anxious fears.

In vain the boasted Christian plan

To lift the race to high ideals,

The nation’s groan beneath the heels
Of tyrannising Christian man.

And ranged are seen the priest and purse,
AKkin in deadly enmity
To Reason’s struggle to be free,
Unstayed by God's imagined curse.

Can one prophetic vision dare
Premise the future’s chequered scroll,
And guess a single nation’s goal.

Or voice the griefs our land shall bear 1

Will man’s asserting spirit mould
The circumstance to better things,
Nor dream a power Almighty flings
O’er all predestination cold 1

Begone the lie that speaks the thought;
The human brain, in searchings deep
For truth, to woe alone must leap,

And knowledge is with evil fraught.

Our best endeavors now to grasp

The underlying facts of things

Will give our minds far fuller wings
To soar, and higher life to clasp.

May man in future years be found
Evolving out to sweeter light,
And, banished superstition’s night,

Let mutual love shed joy around.

The wave of time that now succeeds,
In ties of trust and love to bind,
The creature sink to raise the mind,

And bury harsh, unrighteous creeds.

The thoughts of man unfettered rise,
And all his energies be spent
On schemes to lift his race intent—
United happiness the prize.

If this the great result shall be,
With universal peace and love,
We may our present state above,

Forget the buried century.

G. R

Mr. G. J. Holyoake supports a petition of the Brighton
co-operators, praying for the diminution of public-house8)
by a letter to the magistrates, in which he mentions that in
many streets in Brighton there is a licensed inn to every
six of the inhabited houses. The letter, which shows the
veteran’s usual pith, is printed in the Brighton Examiner.
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JEWISH COATS OF ARMS.

From the description of the symbols oft = .t paKbeen
the account of Jacob’sdying blessing (Ge <, oatg O£ arms.
surmised that the patriarchs had crests a Kircher,
The descriptions have, however, been PP tjie twelve
Sir William Drymmond, and Henry Mel > .i referred
signs of the Zodiac. Others think of
to were the totems of the tribes, and t'c _ ~» totemism.
various animals as food was originally P (Jombhill
Inan article on “ The Humors of ascribed to
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When Adam delved and Eve span,
Who was then the gentleman . rfhe

yet they have assigned to Adana two coatsFall—when he

first, which was borne in Eden before defence—
needed neither coat for covering nor a Of£gve (a
ted of a shield ules pon winer ‘0 g{eten e,
argent?were qu rtere as an escu
she being an heiress. The second co , divided every
expulslon from the Garden, was paly tmne , furs in
Lvay and tinctured of every color. i:c Of the
lazonry is, it has been solemnly asserted Thg seoonci
garments of skins worn by our firstpar - g told, a

{nah who lived upon the earth, Abel, egsarlly take

rue gentleman—a p¥oof m?? (IL[S Ux s ro

t%e ReFafieps 18° MAMfActure the article. Cain was

desifggtieman’ by bel W' i BHé HE Was the ﬂréﬁn'a‘ﬁﬁhg
ta-

uesired to have his arms ¢ ange

him." Nearly all the principal characters These are,asa

nienthavebeen accredited with coats of ai I- , ,gheraldic
rule,highly appropriate except inthecase <« m. <heq u
coat, which was merely biack tinctured w p_ttern
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a harp, Or in a field argent; and Samson, gules, a lion
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|nduct|ng the Israelites in their journey through the
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iges, saying, ‘ The children of Israel shall pitch their tents
é{a,%a,@arl by his own camp, and every man by his

Pious Wants.

Is a curious advertisement, copied by the Sportri
VjTne from anold English country paper : 1Wanted.-
Lord s°ber family, a man of light weight, who tears tl
Waii ' aru can drive a pair of horses. He must occasional
and rvmable,' ioin in household prayer, look after the horse
at7; ad achapter in the Bible. He must, God willing, n
lawfui tae morning, and obey his master and mistress in a
plav ,,,c°™mands ; if he can dress hair, sing psalms, an
he fivnoDbbage, the more agreeable. N.B.—He must rx
rebel , bar with the maid-servants, lest the flesh shorn
in th«gainst the spirit, and he should be induced to wal
year” “horny paths of the wicked. Woages, 15 guineas
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fo\P ingelfl ik Wages fourtegn shillings a week a
OdOCQJ%I”FhE‘a”f%“ E@I kaEE@BE@ will not be object

Apply to-morrow,
at No. 14 Philpot- lane.’

Scene: A field adjoining the Gas Wojd o~ Operation:

rrJedfotr}]foEabal on as%en < Mor and Director "
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Happiness by the Way.

Those only are happy who have their minds fixed on some
object other than their own happiness ; on the happiness of
others, on the improvement of mankind, even on some art
or pursuit, followed not as a means, but as itself an ideal
end. Aiming thus at something else, they find happiness
by the way. The enjoyments of life are sufficient to make
it a pleasant thing, when they are taken en passant, without
being made a principal object. Once make them so, and
they are immediately felt to be insufficient. They will not
bear a scrutinising examination. Ask yourself whether you
are happy, and you cease to be so. The only chance is to
treat, not happiness, but some end external to it, as the
purpose of life.—J. S. Mill, “Autobiography,” p. lift.

Lies Against Infidels.

Calumny is the homage which dogmatism has ever paid
to conscience. Even in the periods when the guilt of heresy
was universally believed, the spirit of intolerance was only
sustained by the diffusion of countless libels against the
and by the systematic concealment of his
How sedulously theologians at that time labored
in this task, how unscrupulously they maligned and black-
ened every leading opponent of their views, how eagerly
they fanned the flame of sectarian animosity, how uniformly
they prohibited those whom they could influence from
studying the writings or frequenting the society of men of
different opinions from their own, is well known to all who
are acquainted with ecclesiastical history.— IF. E. If. Lecky,
“History of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of Rationalism
in Europe,” vol. ii., p. 298.

Inspiration and Revelation.

The sacred records of the Israelites and the Christians
attribute to each of these religions a supernatural origin.
They hold it in common with the adherents of many, nay, of
most other forms of religion. Zarathrustra, Sakya-Muni,
and Mohammed pass among their followers for envoys of the
godhead, and, in the estimation of the Brahmins, the
Vedas, and the laws of Manu, are holy, divine books. At the
same time, it does not follow from this that the description
of these forms of religion must start from that belief. No
one expects or requires this for Buddhism or Islam; with
what right, then, can it be demanded with respect to
Judaism or Christianity 1 If we look upon those other
religions as so many manifestations of the religious spirit of
mankind, are we not bound to examine the Israelitish and
the Christian religions also from the same point of view 1—
Professor Kuenen, “ Relic/Zion of Israel," p. O.

PROFANE JOKES.

Adam fell for an apple. We, his descendants, not unfre-
quently come to grief on a piece of orange peel.

The serpent left his trail in the Garden of Eden, but the
general belief is that Eve’s dress-pattern was too scanty to
enable hor to do likewise.

“Ah, my dear,” said a loving wife to her husband, “I
believe mine will be the fate of Abel.” “ How so, my love?”
“ Abel was Killed with a club, and a club will kill me if you
continue to go out every night.”

It is related of a certain clergyman, who was noted for his
long sermons with many divisions, that one day, when he
was advancing among the teens, he reached at length a
kind of resting-place in his discourse, when, pausing to take
breath, and asking the question, “ And what shall | say
more V a voice from the congregation earnestly responded :
* Say Amen.”

“ Say, deacon, we've bin playing poker, but when we
found it was two o’clock on Sunday morning we felt guilty
and stopped, and now we're trying to square our conscience
by turning it over to the church.” “ Good boys, good boys ;
you may have sinned, but you ain’t lost. How much is
there?” “ Fifteen dollars and sixty cents.” “Um, um,
don’t ye think ye'd better play a little longer 1"

A Stirlingshire farmer had his household gathered around
him one Sunday evening for family worship, and selected for
reading Revelation xii. It fell to the turn of Tam, the
elder son, to read the third verse, “ And there appeared
another wonder in heaven ; and, behold, a great red
dragoon-—- & “Hout, toutr cried the farmer; “ Tam,
that'll no dae. Wha ever heard o’ a dragoon in heaven 7’
“Ay ; but, father,” said Tam, “ ye maun mind it's ane o’ the
wonders."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us hy first post on Tuesday, and he
marked « Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

Hall of Science (142 Old-street, E.O.) : 11.30, G. W. Foote, “ Brad-
laugh’s Social and Political Teaching.” (Free.) 6.30, musical selections ;
7, " God’s in His Heaven.” (Admission free ; reserved seats 3d. and 6d.)
Wednesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “ A Night with George Meredith.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30,
J. McKillop (Fabian), “ The Distribution of Wealth.” (Free.) Monday,
at 8, special entertainment and dance. (Tickets 3d. and 6d.) Tuesday
and Friday, at 8, social gatherings. Thursday, Jan. 10, at 8, adjourned
members’ meeting.

Camberwell (N >rth Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
G. Bernard Shaw, “ The Religion of the Twentieth Century.” (Preceded
by vocal and instrumental music.) Thursday, at 7.30, science classes.
(Free.)

East London (Swaby's Coffee House,
Haslam, “ Mahomet and his Bible.”

West London Branch (“Duke'of York,” Kensington-place, Silver-
street, Notting-hill-gate): Monday, at 8.30, business meeting.

W est London Ethical Societt (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly)
W 1 Jupp, “ The Love that Saves.”

W estminster Branch (Mr. Stace’s, 42 Yincent-street): 8, members'
meeting—all should attend.

103 Mile-end-road) : 8, F.

: 1115,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, F. Haslam,
from Egypt.”

“The Exodus

COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8,
papers, discussions, etc.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen's-road, New Brompton): 2.45,
Sunday-school; 7, concert and dramatic entertainment—" Boots at the
Swan.”

Dundee (City Assembly Rooms) : 1, choir meets; 2.30, J. P. Glimour,
“Man’'s Place in Nature”; 6.30, “ The Races of Mankind” (with lime-
light illustrations).

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall,

110 Brunswick-street): 12, discussion

class—P. Shaughnessy, “ Tbe Fallacies of Materialism”; 6.30, W. G
Unkles, “ The Beginnings of Language.”

Hull (St. George's Hall, Storey-street) : 7, Mr. Ixley, “ Common
Sense.”

Humberstone-gate): 2.30, Charles Watts,
0.30, “Why Should We Lead Moral Lives?”
St. Anne-street) : 11, Tontine Society ;

Leicester (Secular Hall,
“ The French Revolution ”;
Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall,

3, philosophy class—Ernest Newman, “ Kant ”; 7, John Walter, B.A,
“ Darwin Up to Date.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 11, E.
Marx Aveling, “ The Religion of Socialism”; 3, “ Political Independ-

ence”; G30, " The Education of Children.”
Nelson (Labor Hall, Railway-street): 3, Ernest Johnson,

Walden” 5 6.30, “ The Philosophy of Secularism.”
Plymouth (Co-operative Hall) : 11, Stanley Jones,

(Admission 3d. and Gd.)
“ Thoreau's

“ The Origin of

the Bible”; 3, “ Christianity and Social Life”; 7, “ The Church and
Science.”

Portsmouth (Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea) : 7,
a meeting. Wednesday, at 8, dancing.

Rochdale (Working Men's College, 4 Acker-street); 11, Sam Stand-
ring, “ Should we Hang Murderers ?” 3, “ Jesus the Dead-Raiser ”; 6.30,
“ Our English Counties.” Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, debate
with Mr. Smith (of Milnrow), “ Is there a God ?”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) :
3, A. B. Wakefield, “ Secularism : Is it a Success ?” 7, John Morley : A
Study—with special reference to Dr. Charles Berry's recent article
respecting him.”

South Shields (Thornton’s Yariety Hall, Union-lane) : 11, 0. Cohen,
“ Yoltaire ”; 7, “ The Bible and Board Schools.”
Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—AIll Sundays

until April, 1895, South Shields.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—Jan. 13,
Plymouth ; 20, Chatham. Feb. 3, Edinburgh; 10, Dundee.
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Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.—Feb. 3
New Brompton.

Sam Standring, 6 Bury-road, Rochdale.—Jan. 23, Tyldesley.

Price Is.;

THE GRAND OLD BOOK.

A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN
BY
G. W. FOOTE.
An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents .—Preface—Preliminary Yiew—The Creation Story—The
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London: R. Forder, 2S Stonecutter-street, E.C.

bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

“AN ADMIRABLE BOOK!

400 Years of Freethought.”

Handsomely Bound, with HIl Portraits of Eminent

Freethinkers.
1165 pages. Price £1 Is.
Charles Watts has received a supply of the above work,

Is. he will be pleased to forward a copy to
Send to Mr. Watts direct—81 Effra-

Mr.
and on receipt of £1
any address, carriage paid.
road, Brixton, London, S.W.

Price Is., post free,

SATIRES AND PROFANITIES

JAMES THOMSON (B.Y.)
(Author of “ The City of Dreadful Night").
Contents:—The Story of a Famous OIld Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son,
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in the Rocky
Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Hpper Circles—A Commission of

Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The One Thing
Needful.

“ It cannot be neglected by any who are interested in one of the most
pathetic personages of our time.”— Academy.

“ As clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World.

“ Well worth preserving.”— Weekly Dispatch.

“ Reminds one of the genius of Swift.”—Oldham Chronicle.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Last Words on Suicice

A REPLY TO TIIE CRITICS
OF

“1S SUICICE A SIN
BY

COLONEL R. G. INGERSOLL.

Price Twopence.

London: Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

MARRIOTT, CLOTHIER,

311 EDGWARE ROAD, W.,near Metropol; .n
Music Hall (same side), six doors from Church-
street. TROUSERS, good wear, 5s. 9d., 7s. 6d.,
and 9s. 6d.; Blacks, 7s. 6d. and 10s. 6d. Thirty
sizes kept in stock. OVERCOATS from 12s. 6d.

YRIL BEDE, M.A,, isopen to Lecturing Engage-
ments in town and country. Subjects —History,
Literature, Theology, etc. Views :—Tolerant Sceptic-
ism. Manner j—Cynicism, Satire, Pathos. For terms
write to 16 Ossian-road, Stroud Green, N.

w. J. RENDELL’S
“Wife's Friend.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Popu-
lation, p. 82, and Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook,
p. 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Chadwell-
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. doz., post free (reduction
in larger quantities). For particulars send
stamped envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with
Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. Gd,, 4s. Gd.. and
5s. Gd. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is.2d. Quinine
Compound, Is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Pow-
ders, 3s. perdoz All prices post free*

W. j. rendell,

15 OUADWELL-ST., CLERKENWELL E.C.
(near the * Angel.”)

STANTON the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo—
site Somerset House).—_TEETH on VULCA

ITE, 2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £ 1. Best
quality, 4s. each, upper or lower, £ 2, completed in
four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in
two hours.  If you pay more than the above they are
fancy charges. Teeth”on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on

18 ct. gold 15s., stopping 2s. 6d., extraction is., pain-
less by gas, 5s.

M ATtC'ATTT_ — terrace hotel

IililTa A"1Hi Marine Drive. Bed and

Breakfast from 2s. 6d. A large room to seat 500.
Beanfeasts and other parties liberally treated.

TO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen
1 requiring SUPERIOR OUT GARMENTS
at moderate prices. First-class Style and Fit
Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor,
14 Great Castle-street, W. Three doors from
Regent-street.  [Patronised by leading Free-
thinkers.]

Price Is.,

Is Socialism Sound?

Verbatim Report of a
Four Nights' Debate between
ANNIE BESANT and O. W. FOOTE.
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

post free,

Price Twopence,

Royal Paupers.

Showing what Royalty does fob tiii:
People, and wiiat the People do
foe Royalty.

By G. W. FOOT E.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-O

Price Twopence,

SALVATION SYRUP;

LIGHT ON DARKEST ENGLAND.
A Reply to General Booth,
By G. W. FOOTE.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter street, E-

Price Is. Superior edition for Subscribers,
bound, numbered, and signed 2s.

VOLTAIRE:

HIS LIFE AND WORKS.

With some Selections from his Writings, K)
J. M. Wheeler and G. W. Foote.
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WHY BE ILL ?

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von.l. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread,
Bread Making, Pood, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question. Fruit,
t resh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Ci re ot Disease,
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema. Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness,
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long
iuriiS3 Tape Worms, ltch, etc. s ,
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vor.ll. For Postal Orderfor Is. M,
I'ne Healing Power of Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease;
apparent Health ; Vegetarian Exoeriments; The Pig as Human Food,;
popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea Delusion ; Salt; Saline
starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
Sleeplessness ; Want of Finery, etc.; Health Hints for Workers, Shop
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Co%gh Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated
"¢SJ, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vor.lll. For Postal Order for Is Sd.
Health and Wealth; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure
Air,and How to Get it; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and
Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect Foods i Green Foods; Suppers;
fepected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, eto
hOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to
reathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live One
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence,
leepmess, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or
tak"9 Hay Fever’ Winter Dough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by

MEDICAL'essays. Vol.lV. For Postal Order forls. 2d.
New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings
“anka, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its
ar ni Maconi, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic
n Celery Hoot, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices,
Wm" e. Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant
t,Jtahty, Against Stimulants in Disease, fitays and their Substi-
u ,s>About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and
I"onalCure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
(v,-¢' bhicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, ronsnitis or
EnS3y -Hi rPe3 (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,
P &mic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.
Rvn-m-778 Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. 6d.
“VGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers.
from the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. Id.
Matism ; Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its
Lauseand Cure. Post free 7d.—Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d
,  1HRE~ Pamphlets to Young Men. Post free Is. Id.
» A« these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in
cloth in one volume. Postfree 8s. 6d.
AH the above can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place,
w Manchester Square, London, W.
10a?'JRS op Consultation are—Morning from 10 am. to 1 p.m.; fee,
p... Evening from O to 8 ; fee, 5s.
cou™N'ent8 v'9Hed in London for a fee of 10s. Od. Tatients visited in the
r,“ftry- Fee according to distance and the time occupied in going and
'C° Wren by Post.

APVICE to the marrie

J* Pers°ns whose circumstances will not permit them. ¢o
alarge family should send for

PRUDENCE MO pLEH3 1" *,

Postfret

6nton receipt of stamped envelope to
F \/VWIBERT &

ol

- QUEENS
or from R. Border.

THE BEST

HHI..l« Ma,thUS'i'n

BQOK

ON SEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS- ' noY and
TrvjE MQRALITY, or THE-7 ,méjaN»SM.
ractice of neo-malthusias
160 pages, f¥tr pbrtrEe LS Aab,boun oth_gilt uttered.
i Price Is., postfree. o{ the Poor,the
order to bring the information wit m mpy et of ,112

« CENERRSEIP T RREH 8L 3he Peofsiass 1B e hhmpdf t for distribution ls.

ad«an post free. . says: “ Mr Holmes
o I hl f ational Reformer of 4th Septemper, 3[892, s, Pf the Neo-
pamphlet ... 1» an almost uneXxceptionable s.atem a ;

“husian theory and practice . . . and thr H ;ce to the Ne

=ee Tha special value or Mr. is ;uﬁt big combi-
Ithusian cause and to human well-being ge physical and mo
nta,?« m Wa Pamphlet of a plain statement of V¢ eans b%/ wh{ch R
es a

. d%or fami(ljy limjtatio|
«b'e secured, and an o

forestpoaBih| _tices,, i
Eounm of the Malthusian League, Dr.

7l TREADARLAE PR IHE ALY, B daleciRet otreet, London, EU
ier orderi should be sent to the author. dPDICS.

J-R.holmes, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BtRIL

with az?lllam accoun

reguisi
er to concerned of tne 'h

nrv§dafe. Dr Allhutt. and
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Freethought Publications.

By G. W. FOOTE.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’'s “ Im-
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.; superior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries. 128 pp., Is.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. FirstSeries. 221 pp., bound in cloth,

On

2s. 6d.
Flowers of Freethought. Second Series. 302 pp., bound in
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction witli W. P. Ball.] Complete, paper
covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in
cloth, 2s.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I
J. M. Wheeler.] Hundreds of exact references to Standard
Authorities. No pains spared to make it a complete, trust-
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters:— 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to
Hypatia; 3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds;
6, Rise of the Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes; 8, Persecution
of the Jews ; 9, The Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d.

[Written in conjunction with

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or
Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface
and Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.
Paper covers, 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, Is.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship and other Curious
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Illustrated, superior
paper, 2s. 6d.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
ations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound in cloth,
7s. 6d.

Darwin Made Easy. By Dr. Edward B. Aveling, Fellow of the
London University. This is the best popular exposition of
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

Essays ill Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman (Atheist
Brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by Georgo
Jacob Holyoake, and a Biographical Sketeli by J. M. Wheeler.
Is. 6d.

Some Mistakes of Moses. By Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. The
only complete edition published in England. Accurate as
Colenso, and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp.. Is.; superior

edition, cloth, Is. 1
London : R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Some Mistakes of Moses. Why am | an Agnostic?

The only complete edition in Parti. 2d.

England. Accurate as Colenss, Why am | an Agnostic?

and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. Part I11. 2d.

Is. Superior paper, cloth I1s.6d. Faith and Fact. Reply to
Defence of Freethought. Dr. Field. 2d.

A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial God and Man. Second reply

of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
g;udert and Gov. S. L Woodford

Gd.

The Gods. 6d. )

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reason? A Reply

' ! The Household of Faith.
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

2d.

Crimes against Criminals. Art and Morality. 2d.

3d Do | Blaspheme? 2d.
Oration on Walt Whitman. P )

3d. The Clergy and Common
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Ser'se' 2L .

. Social Salvation. 2d.

Abraham Lincoln. 3d. M _ d Di A
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. arriage an vorce. n

Agnostic’s View. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas Skulls. 2d.

Paine. 2d. .

aine The Great Mistake, id.
Ernest Renan and Jesus ) .

Christ. 2d. Live Topics. Id.

Myth and Miracle. Id.

True Religion. 2d. :
Real Blasphemy, id.

Tl’zlg Three Philanthropists.

Repairing the ldols. Id.
Love the Redeemer. 2d. Christ and Miracles. Id.
God and the State. 2d. Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stongeutter-9tree», E.C.

One Penny each, by post Three-halfpence,
LETTERS FROM HEAVEN ana LETTERS FROM HELL.

Bv J. M. WHEELER.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E,C,
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O]- WORTH OF GOODS FOR 20

ANNUAL STOCK-TAKING SALE.

Lot 1.—1Tweed or Serge Suit Length, 1 Tweed Dress Length, 1 Lady’s Umbrella, 1 Gent's Umbrella................ for 20s.
Lot 2.—4 Trouser Lengths, 2 Tweeds, 2 Worsteds, and 2 pairs of Drawers for 20s
Lot 3.—1 Black Cashmere Dress Length, 1 Navy Serge Dress Length, 1 Blouse, 1 Belt, 1 Apron, 1Underskirt for 20s.
Lot 4.—3 Dress Lengths : 1 Navy Serge, 1 Mixture Tweed, and 1 Black Cashmere . for 20s.
Lot 5.—1 Suit Length, 1 Dress Lergth 2 pairs of Curtains.. for 20s.
Lot 6.—30 yards of Remnants for Children's Dresses (all double width) for 20s.
Lot 7.—2 Flannelette Nightdresses, 2 Chemises, 2 pairs Knickers, 2 pairs Curtains, 2 Aprons, 1 Umbrella ... for 20s
Lot 8.— 1 Dress Length, 1 Under-Skirt, 1 Umbrella, 1 Blouse, 20 yds Muslin-de-laine, 1 Apron, 1 Belt, 1 pair
Stockings... for 20s.
Lot 9 -1 Black Victoria-shaped Fur, and 1 Pure Wool Navy Serge Dress Length for 20s
Lot 10. -1 Real Sealskin Satchel and Muff, 1 Black, Blue, or Brown Beaver Jacket Length, 1 Umbrella for 20s.
Lot 11. -1 pair All-Wool Blankets, 1 pair Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 Table-cloth ... for 20s.
Lot 12. -2 Dress Lengths and 2 Trouser Lengths. (Warranted all Wool.) for 20s
Lot 13. -12 yards Shirting, 12 yards Muslin-de-laine, 10 yards Flannel, 10 yards Flannelette for 20s.
Lot 14. -1 West of England Black or Blue Worsted or Vicuna Suit Length for 20s.
Lot 15. -3 Sailor Suits (to fit boys up to 8 years old) and 1 Navy Serge Dress Length (all wool) ... for 20s.
Lot 16. -1 Lady’s Mackintosh, and 1 Black, Blue, Brown, or Fawn Melton Overcoat Length for 20s.
Lot 17.—] Good Melton Overcoat Length in Black, Blue, Brown, or Fawn, and 1 Serge or Tweed Suit Length for 20s.
Lot 18 -3 Real All-wool Scotch Tweed Trouser Lengths (check or stripe)
Lot 19 -1 Gentleman’s Scarboro’-shaped Mackintosh. [Give length, chest, and waist measure.]
Lot 20. -1 parcel of odd lots, including Suit Length, Dress Length, Blouse, Apron, Stockings, Socks, Belt, etc.

We shall include one ofour Beautiful ALMANACKS for 1895 in each Parcel. One Shilling must ke addedfor Carriage.

J.

We cannot send, Patterns. We guarantee satisfaction in every case, or return money infull.

W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.

ASK YOUR GROCER 6d. NOW READY ~ 6d.

FOR TIIF.

~oval cHiswick  SECULAR ALMANACK

EXPERTS OPINION—

TABLE JELLIES FOR 138%,

Altered and Enlarged. Finely-Designed Cover.
EDITED BY

“ The Perfection Of Je”y_” G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

“ Certainly far superior to all other Jelly Tablets—in Contents : Progress of Freethought; by G. W. Foote-7
transparency, strength, and in flavor utterly beyond com- This World ; by J. M. Wheeler—Heroes in the Service o

parison.”

Colonel Ingersoll’s

T

Man ; by Charles Watts—Dod Grile—A Wish : by Matthe'
Arnold—The Abducted Female Infidel—Farquhar of Nether'
ton—Bits from Selden’s “ Table Talk”—Jeremy Bentham(Qj
TOUZEAU PARRIS & CO., Inspiration—Abou-ben Adhem and the Angel—Man’s Sou
his God—The Sacred Books of the World—Tne Dear God""

ENFIELD WORKS, ACTON, W. What have Unbelievers Done for the World 1—Informal*1®
> Concerning Freethought Work and Organisation—Lecturer¥

- etc.

London : R. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

A CHAPTER FROM

Great New Lecture Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”

A B O U T WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
G. W. FOOTE.
(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospe

HE HOLY BIBLE S T

Price Sixpence.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C

E5T NOW READY

Price Sixpence.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 2S Stonerutter-street.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. London, E.C.



