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B R A D L A U G H .

CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

; H Record o f  his L ife and Work. B y  lii 
of ],? ,e,r’ Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner. W ith  an Accoun 
John aH'amentary Strugglo, Politics, and Teachings, b 
2ls. Bobertson. (L ondon : T. Fisher Unwin.) 2 vols.

and Bradlaugh has been dead nearly four years 
There d onS"Promised Biography is now before the world 
hot puljij0? se®m to be any sufficient reason why it wa 
c°hSeqUo!j G<̂ eaiTier, nor would the work have suffered ii 
^er-el^  ce' . î Tnl^c time has afforded an opportunity fo 
patienm Jr °JV Sometimes a strain is put uponlllf i kl ~ 1 ‘ j-4i — "«train is PUt uponoomcUmes a st . Bradlaugh,pawenco of all but idolators. children wh
instance, learnt to write, just bite mntt. t0 beinforruc 
never become distinguished ; but who * or w^at text 
that he wrote better at nine than a ’ contain hi
and pictures were on the school-cards , q£ cbarle youthful caligraphyl i i  or does the 
Bradlaugh seem the place f°r 1 Atheism, — ' argn

Indi;
„ ,nT Mr. Bobertson —  t,iaoo lor 1V1 u\pling on 

—«ism, or to refute the views of w ' 1 £ detail—uc
Cn the other hand, with all this plet __there is
h}ost precious, and anon quite super others a
singular silence about some matters, distortion 
presented in a mixed light or with s and M
exaggeration. The fact is, both Mrs. -nt 0f 
kobertson have written from a spec> 1No. 702.} viev

What they give us is not a complete portrait, but a variety 
of sketches. Perhaps we should say that they have 
collected and edited a lot of valuable material; but there 
is a great deal more floating about in the world, and when 
it is gathered together the whole mass, including tho 
valuable matter in these bulky volumes, will be used by 
some artist in biography, who will give the world a truer 
conception of the mighty personality of Charles Bradlaugh. 
Years, perhaps many years, will elapse before this is done ; 
but one of the greatest Englishmen since the days of 
Cromwell can afford to wait. There is really no hurry so 
far as he is concerned.

Having said this at the outset, so as to get rid of it once 
for all, we now proceed to express our gratitude to Mrs. 
Bonner for the great pains she has taken to vindicate her 
father’s memory. It has been a labor, though a labor of 
love. In the grand old Roman senso of the word, her 
undertaking has been truly pious. Mr. Robertson, also, has 
compiled an extremely able history of Bradlaugh’s parlia­
mentary struggle. This piece of work is of high merit 
and permanent value.

We cannot say that we like the binding of these volumes ; 
otherwise they have a neat appearance. The illustrations 
are generally excellent; the most interesting, perhaps, 
being a photogravure of Charles Bradlaugh, at the age of 
twenty, in the regimentals of the Seventh Dragoon Guards. 
The face is true “  Bradlaugh,” and the arms are folded 
over tho chest, showing the backs of a pair of large,
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serviceable hands. There is another portrait, dated 1877, 
in the best-looking period of his life. Mr. Walter Sickert’s 
picture of Bradlaugh at the Bar of the House of Commons 
is also reproduced, likewise his portrait of Bradlaugh 
belonging to the National Liberal Club. The latter may 
have artistic merit, but the reproduction is rather ghastly. 
Then we have the monument at Brookwood, the unveiling 
of the Northampton statue, a photograph of Bradlaugh’s 
library, and a really fine portrait of Alice Bradlaugh. No 
portrait is given of any dead colleague of Charles Bradlaugh, 
not even of Austin Holyoake; but we have a portrait of 
Prince Jerome (Plon-Plon), and one of Madame De Brimont 
in a shockingly low dress, which should excite the indigna­
tion of Mrs. Ormiston Chant. It must be admitted, how­
ever, that what the lady reveals is shapely enough to 
disarm masculine resentment.

Mrs. Bonner’s portion of these volumes— filling the first 
and running well into the second— is entirely biographical. 
She has mainly relied upon the National Reformer. Brad­
laugh “  made a point of destroying his correspondence,” 
and “ consequently (says Mrs. Bonner) I have very few 
letters to help me.” Recourse has been had to old news­
paper files in the British Museum, and in this respect Mrs. 
Bonner acknowledges her “  great indebtedness to Mrs. 
Mary Reed,” who has also compiled a very full Index to 
both volumes.

Young Bradlaugh.
Bradlaugh’s family seems to have come from Suffolk, 

where the name is to be found on tombstones. His grand­
father, James Bradlaugh, was a gunsmith in London; his 
father, Charles Bradlaugh, who died in 1852, was confi­
dential clerk to a firm of solicitors. There was nothing 
remarkable about the family until it produced our 
Bradlaugh, who was born on September 26, 1833, in a 
small house in Bacchus-walk, Hoxton. He was baptised, 
as a matter of course ; he also went to school, but he left at 
the age of eleven, and we may reckon him a self-taught 
scholar as he was a self-made man. The first introduction 
to politics was Cobbett’s “  Gridiron,” and his first intro­
duction to Freethought the open-air meetings on Bonner’s 
Fields, where the lad joined in the wordy fray on the 
Christian side. The other side, however, had the best of 
the argument, and his faith became unsettled. To satisfy 
his doubts he sought the assistance of the Rev. J. G. 
Packer, the minister of his chapel; but the reverend 
gentleman acted like a bigot, and through his instrument­
ality the lad was driven from his home and his situation, 
and cast upon the wide world at the age of sixteen. Since 
Bradlaugh’s death it has been repeatedly argued by soft­
hearted and soft-headed Christians (we are sure about the 
soft-headed, anyhow) that if the Rev. J. G. Packer had not 
been a bigot his victim would never have been an Atheist. 
Upon this point Mrs. Bonner writes with vigorous good 
sense:—

“ It is now the fashion to make Mr. Packer into a sort 
of scapegoat: his harsh reception of his pupil’s questions 
and subsequent ill-advised methods of dealing with him 
are censured, and he is in a manner made responsible 
for my father’s Atheism. If no other Christian had 
treated Mr. Bradlaugh harshly; if every other clergy­
man had dealt with him in kindly fashion; if he had 
been met with kindness instead of slanders and stones, 
abuse aud ill-usage, then these censors of Mr. Packer 
might have some just grounds on which to reproach 
him for misusing his position ; as it is, they should ask 
themselves which among them has the right to cast the 
first stone. The notion that it was Mr. Packer’s treat­
ment of him that drove my father into Atheism is, I am 
sure, absolutely baseless. Those who entertain this 
belief forget that Mr. Bradlaugh had already begun to 
compare and criticise the various narratives in the four 
Gospels, and that it was on account of this (and there­
fore after it) that the Rev. .T. G. Packer was so injudi­
cious as to denounce him as an Atheist, and to suspend 
him from his Sunday duties. This harsh and blunder­
ing method of dealing with him no doubt hastened his 
progress towards Atheism, but it assuredly did not 
induce it. It set his mind in a state of opposition to 
the Church as represented by Mr. Packer, a state which 
the rev. gentleman seems blindly to have fostered by 
every means in his pow er; and it gave him the 
opportunity of the Sunday’s leisure to hear what Atheism 
really was, expounded by some of the cleverest speakers 
in the Freethought movement at that time. But in 
spite_ of all this, he was not driven pell-mell into 
Atheism; he joined in the religious controversy from 
the orthodox standpoint, and was introduced into the

little Warner Palace Hall as an eager champion on 
behalf of Christianity.

“ Those persons too who entertain this idea of Mr. 
Packer’s responsibility are ignorant of, or overlook, 
what manner of man Mr. Bradlaugh was. He could not 
rest with his mind unsettled or undecided ; he worked 
out and solved for himself every problem which pro- 
sented itself to him. He moulded his ideas on no 
man’s : he looked at the problem on all sides, studied 
the pros and cons, and decided the solution for himself. 
Therefore, having once started on the road to scepticism, 
kindlier treatment would no doubt have made him 
longer in reaching the standpoint of pure Rationalism, 
but in any case the end would have been the same.”

Bradlaugh tried all ways to earn a living, but he smelt 
of brimstone. One customer told him so when he tried to 
sell coals on commission. He ran into debt, and was often 
hungry. Yet he lectured with acceptance on Freethought, 
his first advertised discourse (apparently) being delivered 
in a little hall in Philpot-street, Commercial-road, on 
October 10, 1850. Mr. G. J. Holyoake took the chair, 
and the subject was an extensive one— “ The Past, Present, 
and Future of Theology.” The lecturer was just turned 
seventeen.

The Soldier.
This kind of life could not last. The young reformer 

was crushed down by an appalling debt of £4  15s. A 
subscription was mooted, but he disliked the idea, and one 
day he enlisted as a soldier. The regiment he joined "’a3 
the Seventh Dragoon Guards. On hearing this news, l"s 
father invited him home again to spend the Christmas 
Day. It was, at least, a semi-reconciliation, and the father 
appears to have suffered in his way as well as the son. ^ c 
again quote from Mrs. Bonner:—

“ I have a very strong personal conviction that tl'e 
whole affair preyed upon the father’s mind, and that the 
harshness he showed his son was really foreign to hi3 
general temper. Anyhow, his character underwent il 
great change after he let himself come under the u*' 
fluence of Mr. Packer. He who before never wen4 
inside a church, now never missed a Sunday ; he became 
concentrated and, to a certain extent, morose, and at 
length, on the 19th August, 1852, some twenty months 
after his son’s enlistment, he was taken suddenly ill at 
his desk in Cloak-lane. He was brought home in 8 
state of unconsciousness, from which he was omi 
aroused to fall into violent delirium, and so continue11 
without once recovering his senses until the hour of 1") 
death, which-was reached on Tuesday, the 24th. He w»3 
only forty-one years of age, and had always had go°(i 
health previously, never ailing anything ; and I fee: 
quite convinced that the agony of mind, which he musp 
have endured from the time when his son was firSt 
denounced to him as an ‘ Atheist,’ was mainly the caus*1 
of his early death.”

Bradlaugh’s regiment was drafted to Ireland. He 'v':lS 
the butt of his comrades, on account of his overgro"'11 
figure, until they learnt to respect him. They nickname41 
him “  Leaves,” as he was fond of tea and books. He " ”lS 
a fervid teetotaller, and sometimes eloped from barracks p° 
give a temperance lecture. Of course he got into a diS' 
mission with the chaplain, who once answered him fi'°111 
the pulpit; but as the man of God’s first sentence u"ps 
impertinent, the three hundred dragoons unhooked the'1 
swords and let them crash on the ground.

“  Leaves ” fought a right-of-way case ; also with fifteen 
picked comrades he fought his way through Donnybroo 
Fair. Further, he had to assist at evictions, and lear"| 
something of the blessings of English rule in Ireland, a11! 
of the supreme blessing of Irish landlordism. One of 11 j 
experiences gave point to a speech he delivered in 1873 a 
New York.

“ Those of you who are Irishmen will want no deserffi 
tion of that beautiful valley of the Lee which wxöj* 
between the hills from Cork, and in summer seems h v 
a very Paradise, green grass growing to the water sm ’ 
and burnished with gold in the morning, and ruddy 4 
very crimson in the evening sunset. I went there o 
a November day. 1 was one of a troop to protect t? 
law officers, who had come with the agent from Dub** 
to make an eviction a few miles from Inniscarra, whe'J 
the river Bride joins the Lee. It was a miserable day ( 
rain freezing into sleet as it fell—and the men 'J<’‘ 
down wretched dwelling after wretched dwelling, s0lq. 
thirty or forty perhaps. They did not take much be1̂  
ing down ; there was no flooring to take up ; the ’"'j* > 
were more mud than aught else ; and there was pH 
little trouble in the levelling of them to the groi'11
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We had cot our work about three parts done, when out 
of one of them a woman ran, and flung herself on the 
ground, wet as it was, before the Captain of the troop,
and she asked that her house might be spared—not tor 
Jong, but for a little while. She said her husband hail 
been born in it ; he was ill of the fever, but could not 
live long, and sne asked that he might be permitted to 
die in it in peace. Our Captain had no power ; the 
law agent from Dublin wanted to get back to Dublin , 
his time was of importance, and he would not w ait; and 
that man was carried out while we were there—in trout 
° i us, while the sleet was coming down—carried out 
on a wretched thing (you could not call it a bed), and 
he died there while we were there; and three nights 
afterwards, while I was sentry on the front gate at 
Ballincollig Barracks, we heard a cry, and when the 
guard was turned out we found this poor woman there 
a raving maniac, with one dead babe in one arm, and 
another in the other clinging to the cold nipple ot her 
lifeless breast.”

Bradlaugh left the army in October, 1853, with a first- 
rate testimonial. His discharge was purchased out of a 
'’hull sum of money left by his father’s great aunt. Mrs.

enner thinks the three years of army life were of great 
'alue to him, setting him up physically, and impressing 
'ha with the importance of discipline, which people seldom 
ea,n who have not at some time been subjected to it.

James T homson.
a  young man of genius came m Bradlau|h s^w.ay ’̂̂  

Iceland. He was an army schoolmaster, an • _ , ,
■lames Thomson____ The two became acquainted, and the
acquaintance ripened into a close friendship, which laste( 
or Dventy years. Thomson himself left the army aw 

to London, where Bradlaugh often befriended lnm. 
ple ‘wed with the Bradlaughs for some time, and Mrs. 
«inner says the children “  simply adored him.” But Ins 
,.s °f intemperance, which were due to an hereditary pie- 
imposition, prevented him from keeping situations, and io 
' il\ 100 independent a writer to earn a living by press 
°rk. ]yirs l>01mei. mflhcs no scruple about speaking ot 

„  lulling in the plainest language, and indeed there is no 
Use now a. concealment. When Bradlaugh and Thomson 

' naturally sided with her father, but she 
have made gratuitous revelations. I here was 

no need for the “ silver cu p ” or the “ Colts 
Ver” incident, and the exclamation of

now in
K r*led . £nee<l not 
really 
revolv 
son” 
necess;'unjustifiably condescending. 
K‘?rcasrri.

cup
exclamation of “  poor Thom 

Certainly it was not
uiy to speak of Thomson’s “ illness” in

having
Spain with 
known she 

Thomson had a sunstroke there, 
it riuip"‘“ 'w ne hovered between life and death. Nor is 
ThomSo ? (Jcatc the impression that the debt was all on 
is UnqUen S- ' °  Bradlaugh. The strong man’s generosity

•“ .asm. She ought to know, and 
should remember, that ” ”
under which he hovered u  .

Hun of... . 'able, but ___
»tJrnUlus8e” LUS about liiw- To say 

were Thomson’s

there was some return in having 
nothing of the mental 
contributions to the■■

clrcU latw Tmer- rh°y might not have increased thef.rv ¿.I bv a. ci ’to . ... by a single copy, but they a c<̂ q 1qvc 0f
, '■be paper, and they were done sunl’ > Bradlaugh 

'be work. After a period of estrangement, c
Thomson quarreled and par e ‘ Î ^  injured.”

But “ Mr‘ ^ h0H1S0n f0r 80“ i "Thomson assignedt3ut why allege “ some reason 1
a d e fin ite^ ,,?  'Us nüé reason. some reason 1 r qc showed

... What it was we hnow, fo  He was
- copy of the letter he sent br. & writin 

then on the regular staff of the National L » His
\  " ’eekly article and two columns of • for^his very 
'eekly stipend was not large, but it su a forcing ” ° i  

modest wan,. What he resented was the 'PF0̂Mrs"'n Wilnts-s- besant.
-  “ esant, then a recent recruit, interest were all

much as himself, while the books of liv|nf  ,:{v Thomsons 
banded to her for review. W e do n° 3 'tq0 staff, and 
Resentment. Bradlaugh had a ngh -Njpvertheless, it Is 

J' =- labor, as he pleased. Neve
to di 
°nly
assi

r{eot their 
fai

r,, only bad, but r to state that Thomson not °  ^  „ Both
-signed, a definite “  reason ” for feeling J ^  grave
FFen are dead. W e may leave them a l  ur8ued, we say

if the reason of their quarrel mus m̂any  others, is
that the explanation in this case, as in • jie3 ]a femine
afforded by the proverbial expression o t^ey will toMen have always quarreled ova* women, theenri.f - -

ienrl°i 'he chapteTeIed ° Ver

Bradlaugh married 
The marriage, of course.

-Mrs. Bradlaugh. 
Susannah Lamb 

took place
Hooper in 1855 

in a church— St,

Philip’s, Stepney. Mrs. Bradlaugh’s father was a sturdy 
Radical and Freethinker. He was deeply attached to his 
“ Charles,” and only survived him a few months. He was 
a fine-looking old man when we last saw him in 1890. 
Mrs. Bradlaugh herself was a fine, matronly woman. Up 
to 1869 she was occasionally to be seen at her husband’s 
meetings. We remember seeing her at the Hall of Science 
in that year. But whispers were then abroad of domestic 
unhappiness, which Mrs. Bonner now unveils out of regard 
for her father’s reputation. Mrs. Bradlaugh fell into habits 
of intemperance. She was not, apparently, an intellectual 
woman, and probably she found it dull at home while her 
husband was away on his lecturing tours. The home had 
to be broken up in 1870, and in 1877 Mrs. Bradlaugh died 
suddenly of heart disease “ engendered by alcoholism.” 
She loved her husband and children to the last. All who 
knew her, so far as we are aware, pronounced her a loving, 
generous woman; and we can understand the pain which 
Mrs. Bonner experiences in unlocking the door of this 
skeleton-cupboard. Some will doubt whether it should 
have been done, but Mrs. Bonner felt obliged to perform 
the “ unhappy duty.”

Bradlaugh’s Brother.
Mrs. Bonner also feels it necessary to make some painful 

disclosures concerning Bradlaugh’s brother. Mr. W. R. 
Bradlaugh is generally thought to have been “  converted 
from infidelity,” but he was brought upas a Christian, and 
never professed to be anything else. He is very strong on 
“  virtue.” As we write a circular of his lies before us, asking 
for money to defend a certain libel action. He declares that 
he is engaged in “  an honest endeavor to drag into the 
light of day the obscene, fdthy, immoral, and revolting 
character of the teachings and literature of Secularism.” 
Such a boastful crusader should at least have a clean record. 
We do not find it, however, in Mrs. Bonner's pages. If her 
statements are true, Mr. AY. R. Bradlaugh is a wretched 
hypocrite; if they are false, he should at once proceed 
against her as an infamous libeller.

Mrs. Bonner is indignant at his “  public protestations of 
love ” for her father, who “  so well knew the worth of 
these phrases.” She depicts him as the black sheep of the 
family. Bradlaugh found situations for him which he did 
not keep. He took to excessive drinking, and completely 
neglected his mother during the long illness which preceded 
her death. Early in 187 2 he was sentenced at the Middlesex 
Sessions to six months’ imprisonment for “  embezzling 
various small sums from his employer.” During these 
troubles his wife was assisted by the elder brother, and for 
some time afterwards Bradlaugh sent him money through 
his sister, Mrs. Norman. In 1874, while still receiving 
money from Bradlaugh, he attended some of Moody and 
Sankey’s meetings, professed “ conversion,” and got 
“  another berth ” in connection with the Christian Herald. 
“  From that day until my father’s death,” writes Mrs. 
Bonner, “  his brother never ceased to try and annoy him— 
always, of course, under the cloak of religion and love.” It 
would give her the “ deepest pain and regret” to bring any 
injury upon her father’s brother, but “  he chose to pursue 
a course of conduct which has obliged me to tell the truth 
concerning their estrangement.”

AVhat will this “ beautiful brother” —as Bradlaugh 
called him— do now 1 He has only the choice of two 
alternatives, if he has a spark of honesty ; either to 
repudiate these charges as publicly as they are made, or to 
drop his Pharisaic airs, cease playing the censor, and 
“  walk humbly with his God.”

G. W. FOOTE.
(T o  be concluded.)

It seems to me that the bane of our country is a profession 
of faith either with no basis of real belief, or with no proper 
examination of the grounds on which the creed is supposed 
to rest.—James Russell Lowell.

Cain and Abel have been dead between five and six 
thousand years. According to the never-dying-soul dogma, 
Cain lias been suffering the pangs and pains of hell-fire 
from death till now. Abel has been enjoying the bliss 
of heaven from death till now. At the day of judgment 
their “ immortal souls ” will be reunited to their “  resurrected 
bodies,” to be judged, then sentenced. One back to his 
everlasting burnings, the other to liis abode of bliss. Does 
any sane ¡verson believe it ?—Anc/lo-Ant/elit',
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HYPOCRISY.

A  F reethinker’s protest against the prevailing creeds is 
directed, not only at their untruth, but also at the hypocrisy 
which they engender. What we have very often to meet 
is not the conscientious opposition of genuine believers, 
whose faith is, as it were, the very life of their lives, and 
who actually live by it, and are ready to die for it— a belief 
which, however noxious, commands some respect by its 
sincerity ; but the antagonism of interested professors who 
find their account in assuming a belief they no longer 
possess, of persons who think that religion is useful, and of 
those who merely believe that they believe, or play at 
pretending to believe.

W e call this a Christian country, but, as a matter of 
fact, the mass of the inhabitants reject all that is distinctive 
of Christianity. They profess it with their lips, but their 
hearts and minds are far away. No one thinks of regu­
lating his daily life and business by it. The good Christian 
takes anxious thought for the morrow, relies on doctors 
more than on prayer, and, like the Archbishop of Canter­
bury when robbed of holly, does not give his miseltoe also, 
but prosecutes the thieves. Christianity has little more 
than a Sunday existence. Few think ever of professing 
its precepts on other days, much less of practising them. 
Even on Sunday Rationalism is preached from the pulpit 
and disguised in Christian phraseology. On the subject 
of religion the age is honeycombed with hypocrisy. Un­
able to believe, it plays at pretending to believe, and is 
laboriously employed in decanting the new wine of modern 
thought into the old theological bottles.

Genuine belief, as Froude remarked, ended with perse­
cution. When people really held that the soul’s welfare 
depended on the suppression of heresy, they were prepared 
to suppress it at all costs. When they felt that to punish 
a man for maintaining an independent opinion was 
shocking and unjust, it was because a doubt had entered 
whether the faith was unquestionably true. Persecution 
logically follows belief in an infallible revelation from 
Jesus Christ, and that there is no other name under heaven 
whereby men can be saved. If Governments have it in 
their power to save men from everlasting perdition, they 
are warranted in doing so by the dictates of mercy as well 
as commanded thereto by the Bible. Indeed, says “  George 
Eliot,” “ wherever the tremendous alternative of ever­
lasting torments is believed in—believed in so that it 
becomes a motive determining the life— not only persecu­
tion, but every other form of severity and gloom, are the 
legitimate consequences.”

Real belief in hell and in the damnation of unbaptised 
infants is becoming extinct, and we can hardly realise the 
gloom such doctrines were calculated to produce. Cross- 
examine a Christian on any article of Christian dogma, and 
you will usually elicit an expression of unconscious unbelief.
Is he asked concerning eternal torments, he will probably 
make it evident he has never realised that as a possibility, 
at any rate, for himself. He may express a hope that even 
an Atheist may be saved, though he will not deny that 
“  narrow is the way to eternal life, and few there be that 
find it.” Satan is shelved, but the departure of the devil 
must not be supposed to herald the retirement of his 
celestial antagonist. Even the doctrine of evolution may 
be allowed, but one must not draw the inference that the 
story of creation is false. As a matter of fact, the dogmas 
now discarded were the very life of the old creed. Take, 
for instance, the Fall of Man. That doctrine lies at the 
very base of Christianity. If the Fall is a fable, then is the 
Redemption but a fiction. But who will now assert that 
the story of the Fall represents real fad! A

The shifty wriggling and compromise, in the endeavor to 
reconcile contradictory notions, and to avoid a plain issue, 
is bound to be detrimental to character. In conforming to 
the faith that is no longer a faith in realities, but only a 
faith in names and in shams, men have lost the religion of 
self-respect. The hypocrites encourage the rogues even 
when they are not of their number, as they too usually 
are. And here I am reminded of a little fable, told by 
Horace Smith, in illustration of the hypocrisy of those 
who pretend, from pious motives, to retire from the 
world. “  My dear children,” said an old rat to his young 
ones, “  the infirmities of age are pressing so heavily upon 
me that I have determined to dedicate the short 
remainder of my life to mortification and penance, in a

narrow and lonely hole which I have lately discovered; 
but let me not interfere with your enjoyments ; youth 13 
the season for pleasure; be happy, therefore, and only 
obey my last injunction— never to come near me in my 
retreat; God bless you all.” Deeply affected, snivelling 
audibly, and wiping his paternal eyes with his tail, the old 
rat withdrew, and was seen no more for several days, when 
his youngest daughter, moved rather by filial affection 
than by that curiosity which has been attributed to the 
sex, stole to his cell of mortification, which turned out to 
be a hole, made by his own teeth, in an enormous Cheshire 
cheese!

To see the value the Archbishop of Canterbury attaches 
to religion, one must observe him among the ladies at a 
garden party.

Hypocrisy is always detestable, because the first 
condition of all improvement is to face the actual facts- 
Sincerity alone brings intellectual tranquility. Nothing 1S 
at last sacred, says Emerson, but the integrity of your own 
mind. Nothing can bring you peace but yourself. One of 
the best satisfactions in life is that of independent self- 
reliance. Let us, then, have done with all shams and 
pretences, think freely, and say out plainly what "-c 
think.

This, above all, to thine own self bo true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.

J. M. W heeler-

THE POWER OF CHRISTIANITY.

T he dawn of a new year is an appropriate time to consider 
the value of Christianity as a remedial force. Such a 
study has a special interest just at this period, when, from 
the various churches, sermons are being preached extolling 
Christianity as the harbinger of peace and goodwill, and 
exalting Christ as the great reformer who was to redeem 
the world from the cruelties, wrongs, and degradation t0 
which for centuries the people had been subjected. The 
expounders of the Galilean faith appear to ignore the fa<d 
that the many defects which, although their religion has bed1 
existing nearly eighteen hundred years, still deface society» 
are proofs of the impotency of their system to regenerate 
the human race. Take as an illustration the poverty that 
abounds upon every side. What has Christianity done t0 
remove this appalling evil 1 Jesus is reported to have 
said : “ Ye have the poor with you always.” The question 
however, may fairly be urged : If Christ possessed “  g°(,' 
like ” power, why were the poor always to be with them 
It is a demonstrated fact that poverty is not only a curse 
to mankind, but the parent of other innumerable evils. ^ 
is a fertile source of crime; it robs the human mind ot 
the vigor and independence which are so necessary to jts 
proper action; it mars the harmony of domestic associa­
tions ; and, further, it blights the noblest aspirations ot 
our nature, and prevents many earnest toilers from realisi»» 
the objects of their laudable ambitions. Surely this was a 
wrong which the “  Reformer of Judea ” should have strive11 
to destroy; but he did nothing of the kind ; on the contrary’ 
he made poverty a mark of perfection, and pronounced tb? 
erroneous statement, “  Blessed be ye poor.” It is a signjj 
ficant comment upon the lack of wisdom in the “ Master’s 
statement that those who profess to be his most arde» 
followers do their level best to avoid sharing in sud1 
“  blessedness.” ,

For centuries past, at the close of each year, the Churc*1 
has been loud in its expressions of sympathy towards th 
suffering community ; but what has the Church done t° 
give practical effect to this sympathy 1 ’Why, comp:U‘l 
tively nothing. The same fatal and degrading teaching t0 
the poor has gone on. They are told to submit themselvest0 
their “ pastors and masters,” to “  honor the king” (or queen/’ 
to “ bo subject to your masters with all fear, not only fP 
the good and gentle, but also to the fro ward” (1 Peter JJ- 
17, 18). The language of the New Testament is : “ ^eg 
every man abide in the same calling wherein he ' f f  
called” (1 Cor. vii. 20). “ For our light affliction, whlC 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed111-? 
and eternal weight of glory ” (2 Cor. iv. 17). So far as 
can judge from the Four Gospels, the principal object 0 
Christ was to teach his followers how to die, rather tl>9
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to instruct them how to live. He regarded man 
alien in this world. Anything like a tn u m p h of mo 
good over evil by human means, anythin SUCCCssful
from the pangs of poverty, anything like a 
insurrection of right which should produce . f
meat of might, appear not to have crossed the horizon 
his mental vision. , nn(l a

The annual expression, “ A  Merry 1 , .  but jn
Happy New Year,” no doubt sounds very p  ‘ ’ mere
the present social condition of society ti10
conventional phrase. A t Christmas time, o , geg’ are 
expressions of goodwill among the wea Y ‘  ̂ t
profuse indeed ; &but, as the Dispatch of December .3  Ust 
observed: “ Taken at its highest what 
practice of Christmas goodwill 1 For many neighbors 
the only occasion when the needs of their p , , out a
have the slightest claim upon them, an Y be ar 
little from their plenty in order thal ° * ® i b yis it s0 in our 
may bring with it a satisfying meal, xtspec Y results, 
rural districts. . . . But, looking beyond motives toresults, 
we know that in hundreds of our rural vill g  will>
that will be given away from hall an < 8
however kindly the intention, act as a
°f degrading the laboring population. aof tho ru. •

“5
means

f me laboring population. It is because
fhe Christmas joint of beef, the 'frock for the child, or 
.bag of coals, that much of the power of our rural 

squirearchy exists, and that for the moment the social miqui-
lcs. for which landlordism is responsible are hidden. I  he

“Uficipation and the 
gifts turn memory of the customary Christmas
,. -  xurn many a man into little be t  paralysing
his vote for his landlord, and foster in m .Uih ood . . . . 
feeling of class dependence so ruinous o i c goodwill 
f we are to have the reign of peace on earth a n d ^  ^  

^ 0  all men, it will not b e  ushered m  Y P striving 
•ursts of benevolence at fixed pen > Justice which 

towards that divine principle of ever-pi es L  ire t0 say
will make charity unnecessary. M e d  ;m„ulses that 
one word that would lessen the generous P & liberal
prompt those who have much, to sea , who have 
hand, some measure of comfort among ^  jjow
'ttlc; but we would put it in all serious: injustice in

njuch better would it be if they rcfraii Jgg ghouia
first instance 1 W e do not merely ask t h a 1 be

Jnw near to class, but rather that all o l^ essU
merged in the general brotherhood of the wnoi ^unity.” °

is common sense, and a true statement \ \ hile p.vm- n" ase.---------------- tv  m  U W  OUCOUC-IXIOIXU U i  U1AO b l t O t

distre^ eVerY efi°rt should be made to relieve existing 
that o',*® skou^  constantly aim to permanently establish 
necessit Gr things where justice shall preclude the 
recipj Y charity, which is too often humiliating to the 
is an in 1 ' fn a land where there is enough for all, charity 
arrangeJ Cat'on that there is a radical defect in societarian 
°ne wh„ e.nts j and the really happy new year will be the 
blent, rCln commences an era of a fundamental improve-

and good^ 'n^at the power of Christ has established peace 
bscri^ej i 1 3s an utterly groundless one. If the words 
niissicp p, fm are to be relied upon, such was not his 
send pc . °r we rca(f '■ “ Think not that I am come to 
sword. ap° °Tn earth; I came not to send peace, but a 
his fa b̂ t ° r  I am come to set a man at variance against 
And a > <Hughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
(Mattfiev an S ôes shall be they of his own household ” 
peace oJ X’ ^~66). “  Suppose ye that I am come to give
(Luke xii  ̂ foil you n ay ; but rather division ”
father ;ln 1 "  H any man come to me and hate not his
and sister mot,fier> and wife and children, and brethren 
discip]p » / ’ Yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my

The p (Luke xiv- 26).
realisationV°f Christianity has been manifested in the
according t 1 con<iitions here foretold. Its influence,
^ntiuns» « V 1!0 New Testament, did not prevent “ con-
?°nterun'r,,.. S.''n*e>” and “  indignation ” among Paul and his hatron . aries- r- .v . .. . & -

-  .ue^nristian propaganda^ ^
--- inat even some Christians ha , observes : “ . 
admit. For instance, the Rev. 1- ample porti

{ew exceptions, religious sects manifest an amt a savage suivit — 1

enough
With

g - ugmus  sects manifest an ample portion of 
.)• > and endeavor to vilify and destroy one 

i- Campbell exclaims: “ Nothing can equal* Liam « — 1

Z y .
unii equa

8„ . — arrogance with which one sect pro-
ence against another, except, perhaps, tho

dogmatism with which the other retaliates upon them.” 
Dr. Scott says of the Christian sects : “  It is five hundred 
to one but that everyone is damned, because everyone 
damns all but itself, and itself is damned by four hundred 
and ninety-nine.” Bennett writes : “ Jealousy, detraction, 
and persecution are the sure attendants of a revival of 
religion.” Chandler bursts forth : “  What ruins and 
desolations— what rapines and murders— have been intro­
duced into the world under the pretended authority of 
Christ!” W yvil records : “  The barbarities which pro­
fessed Christians have committed against unbelievers, and 
against their own brethren of the same faith, exceed in 
horror whatever acts of cruelty have been perpetrated by 
tyrants.”

It was this same Christian spirit that caused the rapine, 
desolation, and murders of the Holy Wars; that flooded the 
streets of Paris in the sixteenth century with human blood; 
that made the valleys of Piedmont a scene of most 
inhuman butchery; that instigated the sacrifice of more 
than three millions of lives by the conductors of the 
Inquisition; that prompted the enactments of the horrors 
of the Star Chamber; that produced the St. Bartholomew 
massacre; that prosecuted and imprisoned Freethinkers; 
and that to-day keeps “  Christian nations ” armed to the 
very teeth in consequence of their dread of each other. 
These facts show the hollowness of the contention that 
peace and goodwill have followed the alleged advent of 
Jesus.

Equally fallacious is the assertion that Christianity has 
been powerful in aiding national progress. J. A. Farrer, in 
his recently-published work, Paganism and Christianity, states: 
“  Christianity, in the form it came to assume, did not im­
prove in any essential respects the general state of the world. 
. . . .  No one can read the works of the fathers without at 
once perceiving that he has passed, not merely from an 
altogether different, but to an altogether lower, intellectual 
atmosphere. Painful to the last degree is the change from 
Cicero or Seneca to Tertullian or Augustine. It is like the 
change from Italian sunlight to an English fog. . . . There 
is a moral no less than an intellectual abyss ; that is to say, 
that a man may derive more mental and spiritual profit, 
higher aspirations for virtue, toleration, and humanity from 
Seneca or Marcus Aurelius than from writers like 
Augustine or Tertullian. The moral teaching of tho 
Pagans is on a purer and higher level than that of the 
fathers.”

Similar truths are recorded by Lecky in vol. ii. of his 
“  European Morals.” On page 18 he shows that our civili­
sation is due to other than Christian sources. After point­
ing out that modern progress is attributable to purely secular- 
causes, he observes that for centuries theology “  numbed 
and paralysed the whole intellect of Christian Europe. . . . 
In medicine, physical science, commercial interests, politics, 
and even ethics, the reformer has been confronted with 
theological affirmations, which barred the way, which were 
all defended as of vital importance, and were all in turn 
compelled to yield before the secularising influence of 
civilisation.”

It will thus be seen that the power of Christianity has 
not by any means always been exercised for good ; and, 
although at the present time it is less powerful for evil 
than it was in former days, it is because of the secular 
forces with which it has to cope. A  careful and impartial 
study of history reveals the fact that Christians have 
always been necessitated to modify their conduct in the 
presence of a high-toned morality. Hence the truth 
appears that it is morality that has purified religion, not 
religion that has purified morality. Charles W atts.

Christianity and Islam.
All ! how true it is that Christianity has not, as you say, 

Christianised the world. There is something curious in the 
spectacle of the embarrassment of every sect of Christians 
in accounting for this fact. To me, the wonder would be if 
it had Christianised the world. Its unfitness for saving the 
race, for an universal reception by mankind, seems to bo 
shown clearly enough by the rise of Mohammedanism, and 
by the spread of that faith so far beyond the extent that 
Christianity ever attained as to include, in our day, a fifth 
part of the whole human race. That religion, imperfect as 
we see it to bo, met needs and guided faculties, among certain 
races of men, which Christianity wholly neglected.—Harriet 
Martineau.
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SCRIPTURE MATERIALISM.

W h e n  Thomas Cooper, the doctor, not the Chartist orator, 
was accused of Materialism, he retorted that this was the 
Scripture doctrine, since the Bible says nothing of the 
immortality of the soul, but of the resurrection of the 
dead. He argued that, on the modern theory of an im­
material soul that survives the body and never dies, the 
resurrection of the dead would be a useless absurdity and 
a falsehood. When Jesus Christ talks of the resurrection 
of the dead, it must be the resurrection of that which is 
liable to death. It cannot mean the resurrection of that 
which is not liable to death, but, being immortal, never 
dies. Even when Christ is resurrected he never speaks of 
his soul, but says, “  Behold my hands and my feet, that 
it is myself and he levitates to heaven with fish and 
honeycomb inside him. The Christadelphians, who, for the 
most part, are a plain people, very studious of the words 
of the book, take a similar position, and, on textual grounds, 
they really have a very strong case. They point out that 
the word translated soul has a number of physical mean­
ings, and is sometimes even synonymous with “  stomach.” 
They notice that the curse of disobedience was death, 
and adduce the many passages in the Old Testament in 
which death is declared to be the end of all human beings.

Job, for instance, says explicitly, “ He that goeth down 
to the grave shall come up no more prophets and 
psalmists declare that the wicked perish, while the preacher 
asserts “ that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth 
beasts ; even one thing befalleth them; as the one dieth, 
so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath ; so that 
a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast; for all is 
vanity.”

Christadelphians believe that we are all to be raised up 
from the dead, judged in the valley of Jehosophat, the 
wicked sent dead again to their second death, while the 
righteous— that is, themselves— will have the gift of 
immortality, wearing crowns of glory, and judging the 
nations upon the earth. It is a cheeky faith, but what 
else can be expected from “  Brethren of Christ ” 1

Lucian us.

IF CHRIST CAME TO LONDON.

If Christ came to London, and walked through the town, 
His brow would be furrowed with many a frown ;
A scourge he would make, not with “ small cords,” but big, 
To teach pious Christians a punitive j ig ;
The churches and chapels, so costly and grand,
All built with the bread of the poor of the land,
He’d enter, and wrathfully listen and gaze 
A moment or two, then his scourge he would raise,

And yell—not a doubt of it—
“ Humbugs ! come out of i t ! 

Wasting your money and time with these buildings, 
Ethical essays, and carvings, and gildings !
Think you that Art and Philosophy please me 1 
Think you that praises and pew-rents appease me ? 
Hypocrites, liars, and thieves, ev’ry one of you !
Out of it, hussies ! and each mother’s son of you !

Christ’s come to London !”

If Christ came to London at our time of day,
Aud entered a hospital, what would he si ,A 
H ’d say, midst the proofs of the skill and the care 
Of Doctors of Science, the rivals of Pray’r :
“ Is this the result of nay death and my tears,
Of preaching nay precepts for hundreds of years 1 
This temple of Science, the Atheist’s friend,
Of Science the foe of my methods and end—

Come out of i t ! out of i t ! 
Humbugs ! come out of i t ! 

Godless and prayerless hot-bed of Science,
Atheist’s providence, trust, and reliance !
Where are the ‘ signs ’ that should follow believers, 
Promised by me to confound the deceivers 1 
Genuine Christians—so dill’rent from 1 Spurgeons ’—
Pray, and repudiate doctors and surgeons ;
Always they’ re safe from disease and disaster,
Curing themselves through belief in their master. 
Hypocrites, liars, and thieves, ev’ry one of you !
Out of it, hussies ! and each mother’s son of you !

Christ’s come to London !”

If Christ came to London and read through a lease, 
Inspected the Law Courts, and saw the Police,
Or entered an Orphanage, Warehouse, and Bank,
His scourge would be lashing out many a spank !
“ What! Landlords, Policemen, and Lawyers, forsooth ! 
Pretend to be Christians with ‘ tooth for a tooth ’ !
No Christians, when damaged, redress ever seek ;
They yield ‘ good for evil,’ and ‘ turn the left cheek ’;
No Christians have ‘ savings ’ in banks nor elsewhere; 
’Gainst ‘ thought for the morrow ’ my precepts declare.
The sceptics provide for the morrow, and try 
To better the earth, where their only hopes lie ;
But Christians, whose hopes are all centred above,
Obey all my precepts ana trust in my love.
W hat! homes for the orphan, whose costs are defrayed 
By usury, secular science, and trade !
Does no one believe what I oft did declare,
That God feeds the sparrows, and hearkens to pray’r ?

Come out of them ! out of them ■ 
Humbugs ! come out of them ! 

Think of i t ! After these hundreds of years,
London I search, but no Christian appears.
Nothing but godless and sceptical creatures,
Hospitals, banks, and such secular features.
Fool that I was to attempt your salvation !
Ass that I was to endure degradation,
Pain, and discomfort, in all of their phases,
Death on the cross, and descent into blazes !
Hypocrites, liars, and thieves, ev’ry one of you !
Go to the devil, for I  will have none of you—

Humbugs of London !”
G. L. M a c k e n zie -

A C I D  DROPS.

Fluent, genial, shallow “ Tay Pay” concluded his Ne'v 
Year’s article in the Sun by quoting Browning’s

God’s in his heaven,
A ll’s right with the world.

We don’t know whether God’s in his heaven or not.
Pay ” seems to be better informed on this point than 
are. But we are quite sure that all is not right with W 
world. “ Tay Pay” himself is always trying to mend ' '  
The fine income he makes at the business may have soil1 
thing to do with his optimism and his “ unshaken faith.

In the late hurricane God rode upon the storm with 
vengeance, causing much destruction of life and propcltj. 
both by land and sea. In the Midlands and North nianj| 
were killed by falling chimney-stacks and buildings, and a 
round the coasts there have been shipping disasters.

>Sir Herbert Maxwell, in a recent number of the Pall 
Gazette, draws attention to the awful havoc among 
and even among denizens of the sea, in great gales. “ 
he says, “ as if for a few hours the heavens and the earS  
had been given over to the power of some maleficent deinOI1„. 
How is this to be “ reconciled with the scheme of a be*1 
ficent Creator ’’? Sir Herbert Maxwell does not try. 
answer the question. It is evidently too much for hi®' 
Those who talk about “ the anger of the Almighty,” he say j 
seem to regard him as “ an angry old man in a blue coa > 
like a certain friend of Horace Walpole’s.

Map
birds,! 
I t lS!

to.The Liverpool Daily Post devoted about three colum Ds j  
a review, with copious extracts, of Mrs. Bonner’s LjJe 0{ 
Charles Bradlaugh. The reviewer offers, as a palliatile 
the unjust treatment Mr. Bradlaugh received, that he 'v
himself out in trying to prove the non-existence of deity- .̂ y 
is an ancient device to misrepresent a man in order to ju j  
rancorous hostility to him ; but men of education should 
above such tactics.

The Rev. It. A. Armstrong has written protesting agf*ed 
Mrs. Bonner’s statement that Unitarians distinguisaj,. 
themselves by their hostility to Mr. Bradlaugh. 
Armstrong and several other prominent Unitarians are, qje 
from any charge of illiberality, but he need not go °u,. 
his own congregation to find pronounced instances °t ty 
contrary feeling. Prominent Unitarians voted in the 
Council against letting the Picton Lecture Hall for ry 
N.S.S. Conference in May last. Some Unitarians are 
tolerant to their own wretched narrowness. Mrs. Bqh11 
strictures are generally justified.

The death of Miss Christina Rossetti reminds us of 0f 
incidents. The first is, that the most beautiful review^ 
her beautiful poems was written by James Thomson 111 sn 
Secularist in 1876. She was a fervid Christian, a n d  he 'w gi 
confirmed Atheist. The second is this. A deat’ frieu
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. .uowms, wno was also a dear £r*en^ t’ n'ot with
to introduce us to her. She declined, how > exp ression  
ill-feeling. In a beautiful letter-beautiful ^  expresswn 
and written in a beautiful hand—she said • , ^ an
intellectual grounds she might be pro an(j
acquaintance, she could nob see how hones _ ‘ better, 
honest Atheists could mix with each other , apart.
she thought, without judging each other, tenderest
buch was the effect of religion on one o 
women that ever breathed.

The Church Army service at' 0 s(̂ ]os by Miss
dvertises a discourse on Belial s Bullies, . n(j  ' Darby

•lulie Glover, with orchestral accompani y‘0bor. The 
and Joan given as a cornet solo by Mi- . Evidently 
address is to be illustrated by dissolving 'fm bints to 
the Rev. W. Carlile could have given some useiu the apostles.

M
popular'XiLiri’n.,;

u i a ^ ® unday evening services are becoming
. r with the Church Army. This is all very well tor a 

•oginning, but to thoroughly outrival Booth’s big drums it
lOflfidOn.- 1—--A --  - .... 1;-lay ue necessary to get up a series 

and provide the congregation with spittoons
of living pictures,

Mrs. Josephine Butler is, we believe, ^hc wib 'if , etty
of the Church, yet in the Humanitarian.she speaks pr y
strongly about the Bible being a man’s hookas opposed woman.

The Oban Times reports a meeting of the bvtheversity Ossianic Society, at which a paper y
dov. l)i*. Russell on the Druids, lhis gby s ■ •"a ; gentleman wound up. * ... i.___I .. .1 .........
JV . -----**_vu uno x /I UlUi). -LUIS !
jt ®.ay.lng. that if any of his hearers intended to give up 
o tlfo â y  (horrid thought !) he hoped they would return

shm.f •' —“ S " “  or me uruias rather than adopt “ the 
did s?einS doctrines of modern Secularism.” Dr. Russell 
ti\ e say whether they should also return to the primi- 
of v.iC0 . ume of the Druidic age, which sometimes consisted 
* Plenty of paint and a few fathers.

Clnif ,sul,erhitendent minister of the Lambeth Wesleyan 
a Cl> • seuds to a vice-president of the N.S.S., among others, 
with ’0Us. begging circular, which illustrates how a faith, 
Tho 9mnJpotence at its back, yet seeks aid from Mammon. 
M eth ^ P f1' s£a£?s that Lambeth Chapel, “ once fdled with 
sourc ^  £an?hies,” has its congregations small and its 
sOccesS‘ V(iry limited. “ Despite the earnest ministry of a 
do\v„SS1(0n of ahle, devoted men, the cause has been goingU0\, . - utivoLca men, Lii _________ _____ - p — *c
otiinm i u continuously.” But, says Mr. Pawlyu, “ God i 
pravi10 .t» 0UI’ few people are prayerful.” Does he rely oi 
the d *i omnipotence Ì Not a bit. He follows this b; 

e° aration, “ Meanwhile, our pressing want is money.”

hi the Kirchenfreund (Orthodox_C h u r c h » ° ^ h icl 
^elli writes on “ The SecuUnsation of the Unuc ^  say
ho finds pervaded by worldly anti-Chns P.̂  ^  nothin|
V^.open opposition of the social den o - ^ maintain

the treachery of conservatives who.wlnle
ln8 the forms of Christianity, wholly depart trom

he remarks that people praise the 1 ’\wbc'ii^efforts tenc ,!V«  so well understood as now, while all them em>r* 
it can no longer be considered[ the wora. o 

.«^praise Christ as a man, but will not admit 01 follow bis teachings. ___ _

^ofessor Orelli adds that in England ami anot^el 
yoll as on the Continent, “ one dcn'imin-Mion ^^hich wen 
has been ravaged in this way. Commu ^ anR hac
uilt up entirely on the ground of person • ’ up the 

>io other justification for their existence,^ hav e givei 
Principles of their faith, and yet live on.

A story is going the rounds about the new Czai.
saul »1,- Ten, as a lad, he heard the story

1  of the prophet of Nazaret i , - j  we
- ‘ -a.ru tate. His tutor drily remarked that, it •10 Vm-1 ^----- y ' * ’

, —j  i» going tile rounds about the n „ A e UE
for-f t l̂at when, as a lad, he heard the s to y  nente, 
hi end of the prophet of Nazareth, hel
r  fate. His tutor drily remarked that if 
n venture to preach his doctrines m S .  ^
general Greaser then Chief of Police, would have hu. 
arrested and committed to prison quite as unceremomousi, ^  ln ancient Judea. ____

g ^ a f  Scottish pulpit mountebank, the Rev. J°hn Robert 
S  o£ Glasgow, says that “ the theatres are mere houses o 
assignation, where rich and bloated men meet then « n  
h o f6S- and harlots.” How about tho gods in the gallery 

like Mrs. Chant, has an eye for only one nait o

Johnnie is particularly wroth .%v} wjl0 have been _ 
Church of Scotland and other nnnis ■ l( ̂  make the C 
in a theatre. “ It’s enough,’ he say • ^  alixiety to u nanters turn in their graves. YCl ’ seat at the performance

Free Church Principles is the title of a printed address by 
the Rev. A. Holden Byles, of Hanley. The reverend gentle­
man does not believe in State Churches, but he believes in 
a Church, to which he of course belongs. This Church is 
inspired, and some of its inspiration has fallen on Mr. 
Byles. He is a dissenter from the Church of England, but 
no one must dissent from his Church. All dissent, he says, 
which does not arise from ignorance is a sin. Such are the 
principles of the Free Church ! Was there ever a more 
facetious title t

Professor Newman once observed—and we have often 
made the observation ourselves—that the religion of 
barbarians is often decided by their chieftains. A curious 
illustration of this tendency may be found in Mr. R. G. 
Wilberforce’s new book on the Indian Mutiny, the most 
conspicuous figure in which is John Nicholson, whom 
Colonel Malleson called “ the greatest soldier and the most 
perfect master of men in India.” He was adored by the 
Pathans and Afghans who followed him from the North, and 
a Nicholson cult arose among the Sikhs, who made 
pilgrimages to see him. After his death a whole tribe of 
them said, “ Let us learn to worship Nickelseyn’s god.” 
They went to Peshawur, and were baptised to a man. “ It 
may be doubted,” says the Westminster Gazette, “  whether, in 
India at least, any priest of peace ever had such a triumph.”

Mr. G. L. Mackenzie having, in the Echo, drawn attention 
to the insincerity of Christians who preach peace and forget 
the texts where Christ says,“ 11 camenot to send peace, but a 
sword,” and “ he that hath no sword let him sell his garment 
and buy one,” Mr. H. J. W. Morden writes to say that the 
word sword “ means, in the local idiom, separation.” What 
a pity the divine revelation does not say what it means.

At the examination of the Wick School Board, according 
to the Northern Ensign, the children were asked : Where 
was the Catechism written 1 Answer—On Mount Sinai. 
Who wrote the Catechism 1 Answer—Moses.

In the same district the Dunnet School Board opens with 
prayer by the chairman, the Rev. D. Mowat, Free Church 
minister. Soon after the Established Church minister, the 
Rev. W. J. S. Falconer, said : “  I am not to be bullied by 
you to which the chairman replied : “ You are the bully.” 
And the parish minister abruptly left the meeting in a 
passion.

Satolli, the Pope’s vice-regent in America, has promulgated 
an edict from his holiness, placing under tho ban of the 
Church as secret societies the Oddfellows, the Knights of 
Pythias, and the Sons of Temperance. The real reason is 
doubtless that the Pope fears these Orders may draw the 
faithful from their allegiance to the priests. The Jesuits are 
far more closely a secret society than any of these, but 
never were they more in favor with the Papacy than at 
present.

The Rev. Richard Watson, one of the lights of the 
Methodist Church, says of the ghost raised by the witch of 
Endor: “ The real Samuel appeared, and the message 
uttered is so much in character, and so manifestly breathes 
the spirit of the divine commission, that, containing, as it 
does, an explicit prediction which was exactly accomplished, 
vve must conclude (let loose and sceptical commentators 
conjecture what they please) that there was no deception 
here. The account not only shows that the Jews believed 
in the doctrine of apparitions, but that, in fact, such an 
appearance on this occasion did actually occur, which 
answers all the objections which were ever raised, or can be 
raised, from the philosophy of the case, against the 
possibility of the appearance of departed spirits.”

Wesley is still more explicit, and says, in so many words, 
that “ the giving up witchcraft is in effect giving up the 
Bible” (Journal, May 25, 1768). Dr. Adam Clarke, in 
his commentary on the passage, “ Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to live” (Exodus xxii. 18), observes : “ If there had 
been no witches, such a law as this had never been made ”

Not the Anti-Gambling League, but the Chief Constable 
of Peterborough, determined to try if, having put down other 
lotteries, religious ones could be carried on with impunity. 
The Rev. Canon Moser was accordingly summoned for 
selling lottery tickets on behalf of a proposed Roman 
Catholic church. One witness stated that he had addressed 
10,000 envelopes for the circulars announcing the lottery. 
On Canon Moser giving an undertaking that tho lottery 
should not be proceeded with and the money returned, the 
magistrates adjourned the case to enable the promise to be 
fulfilled, stating that in the event of this being done there 
would not be a conviction.

The pious people who delight in suppressing other 
people’s enjoyments draw attention to the profanity which
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prevails at some music halls. A popular song, for instance) 
imported from America, has for chorus :—

H e’s up with the angels now,
W ith  a bright crown upon his brow ;
A  pain came in his “ turn,”
Then he went to K ingdom  Come,
And he’s up with the angels now.

No doubt it’s awfully shocking, but the question as to 
whose taste should regulate popular amusements is not so 
easily settled as some people think.

The Cape Argus gives an account of the Dutch settlers in 
the country districts. It makes them out to be very pious, 
very ignorant, and immoral. It accuses the rich, smooth 
elders of the Church of having “ bywoners ” on their farms 
for purposes of immorality, ana says : “ Many of the children 
of those ‘ bywoners ’ are his children. Could it be other­
wise 1 Nothing to read but the Bible ; and surely the Old 
Testament is, according to my light, rather a dangerous 
book to put in the hands of such people.” The writer goes 
on to say that they pay their ministers well and have 
numerous wealthy churches, but do nothing for education.

It appears, from a letter in the Hampshire Telegraph, that 
the ex-Mayor of Portsmouth was fully justified in referring 
to the sectarian character of the Royal Seamen’s ana 
Marines’ Orphan School and Female Home, at its annual 
meeting, there being no other opportunity for subscribers 
to express their opinion of the management. It seems 
that tne late Alderman Emanuel, the father of the ex-Mayor, 
was one of the original founders of the Home, which is now 
so perverted that it is only open to children of Church of 
England members, who are only 75 per cent, of the seamen 
and marines, while the subscriptions are drawn from all 
classes. Jack, if of the Church of England, is not such a 
churl as to desire that the children of a chum, who is not 
exactly of the same faith as himself, shall be debarred from 
privileges open to his own if anything happens to himself ; 
and this matter should not be allowed to drop until either 
the Home is made unsectarian, or every collecting-box, 
card, and circular states on it the fact that the Home is for 
Church of England children only.

The general statistics of the Roman Church in the United 
States are as follows :—Archbishops, 14 ; Bishops, 75 ; clergy, 
0,388 ; churches, 8,477 ; chapels, 1,763 ; stations, 3,485 ; 
colleges, 127 ; academies, 656 j schools. 3,587 ; Roman Catholic 
population, 8,806,005. Monsignor Satolli has virtually trans­
ferred the Roman Catholic centre of operations from Balti­
m ore^  Washington, where the wire-pullers are ever ready 
to bring pressure on the Government.

During the past eight years, including 1803, the Catholic 
schools for Indians in the United States have received from 
Congress $2,366,416, while fifteen of the other leading 
religious bodies have received but §1,400,000. The publica­
tion of the facts will add to the movement for stopping all 
grants to religious bodies. The Catholics vote like sheep, 
with the object of dipping as deeply as possible into the 
public purse on every available occasion.

The close alliance of the Roman Church with the corrupt 
Tammany political organisation of New York has been 
strikingly manifested lately. Father Ducey was asked to 
assist tne Commission of Investigation of New York Poli­
ticians with facts. He did so, and immediately received a 
peremptory mandate from Archbishop Corrigan not to 
appear before the Commission again.

M. Félix Lecaze, a Paris journalist, who is also a Catholic, 
has been lecturing at Frankfort on the Lourdes “ miracles.” 
He examined case after case, and found that the result was 
due to suggestion and hypnosis. No person has been cured 
who was blind or lame from birth. M. Lecaze denounces 
the “ expropriation of the superstitious tendency ” which is 
carried on by the Catholic dignitaries, who reap a rich 
harvest for the Church by this policy.

The secular press sometimes make some queer errors in 
dealing with things of. the Church. A northern paper 
recently had a heading, “ Churching of the Mayor,” that 
individual being a male, unlike some of the mayors in New 
Zealand. This was almost as ridiculous as the paper which 
wrote of “ suspended thurifers,” the thurifer being the person 
who wafts the incense from the thurible.

Another attempt to get out of the difficulty occasioned to 
the orthodox by the fact that the Sinai MS. states that 
Joseph begat Jesus is made by “ A Parish Priest” in the 
Church Times, who suggests that “ begat” may only mean 
“ was succeeded as his heir by.” Apart from the fact that 
Jesus is not said to have inherited anything from his 
mother’s husband, “ A Parish Priest,” moreover, omits to 
notice that verse 25 goes on to say, “ She bore to him a son.”

An article on Christmas in the Vegetarian, by J. S. Herron, 
makes some surprising statements. He says: “ The rules the 
Apostles laid down, instructed by their Lord, were—No flesh, 
no fermented wine. The wine drank in Palestine was not 
fermented ; there was the vintage season when all the grapes 
were ripe, and everyone drank the juice of the grape, and 
had a great festival, though a harmless one.”

Where did Mr. Herron find the instructions against flesh 
or wine 1 Christ and his disciples partook of the Passover 
Lamb, and Peter saw heaven opened and a sheet let down,
“  wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth- 
And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter, kill and eat.’ 
Thus, one of the apostles was instructed in slaughter as well 
as in flesh-eating.

Then as to the unfermented wine. What nonsense to 
suppose that the wine which is always spoken of in 
connection with drunkenness, which upset Noah and Lot, 
and made Paul complain that some of those_who celebrated 
the Lord’s Supper were drunken, was quite a harmless 
beverage. The attempts of Christian cranks to make the old 
book endorse their fads bring credit neither to the book nor 
to themselves.

The Vegetarian writer goes on to say : “  The manner of 
celebrating the Christian festival now is taken from the 
pagan feast of Bacchus, a feast greatly delighted in by the 
Romans, where everyone got drunk and behaved in a 
most obscene and disorderly manner.” He concludes by 
observing : “ Unless the Christian Church is reformed 
throughout all its branches as to its purity, it will fall and 
never rise again.”

The Rochford (Essex) School Board, under clerical domi­
nation, decided to introduce the Apostles’ Creed into the 
schools. Three Dissenting members have appealed to the 
Education Department on the ground that tne creed is a 
formulary such as is interdicted by the fourteenth clause 
of the Education Act. Should the Department decide that 
the creed is admissible, this forgery will, doubtless, be intro­
duced in most of the schools where the clericals are in power; 
and it will be the duty of Freethinkers to every where expose 
the fictions of that creed and the facts concerning its con­
coction.

Nellie Laws, 10, and Maggie Winter, 14, were charged at 
the North London Police-Court with stealing a cash-box and 
£4 5s. belonging to Mrs. Morris. The prisoner Laws had been 
connected with the Salvation Army, and met Mrs. Morris 
at the Clapton Congress Hall. Afterwards she called at 
Mrs. Morris’s and abstracted the cash-box, inducing her 
servant, Winter, to leave at the same time. The Salvation 
Army girl said Winter took the box, but admitted helping 
to spend the money; and she added, “ God knows I have 
done everything I could for that girl, and prayed for her. 
In the dock each girl accused the other, and Laws declared 
that what she had done was out of “ Christ-like love ” for 
Winter.

Colonel Ingersoll called Shakespeare the greatest genius 
of this world, and Mr. Gladstone asked him how he kne"' 
that. Mr. Gladstone afterwards called Aristotle the greatest 
thinker of antiquity, and Colonel Ingersoll asked him ho'V 
he knew that. Mr. Gladstone did not answer. He thought 
it best to lie low.

Mr. Swinburne is of the same opinion as Colonel Ingersoll- 
He calls Shakespeare “ the mightiest genius that ever dwelt 
among men”—which the orthodox will think rough on Jesus 
Christ. Mr. Swinburne also refers to the spring of 1616,1» 
which Shakespeare died (and for that reason), as “ the 
darkest that ever dawned upon England or the world. 
Evidently, in Mr. Swinburne’s opinioq, Jesus Christ is not 
in the running.

Mr. A. J. Balfour, the Tory leader in the House of Com­
mons, sowed his intellectual wild oats in The Defence <V 
Philosophic Doubt. He will soon publish the fruits ot 
repentance in a new work entitled The Foundations o f BeltfJ- 
We shall be happy to investigate Mr. Balfour’s “ founda­
tions.”

Archdeacon Farrar is one of the gassiest preachers nj 
England. He makes a lot of money by writing about th° 
poor Carpenter of Nazareth. We are not surprised, there­
fore, to learn that he is also a llunkey. For four months h° 
fills the post of Deputy Clerk of the Closet in waiting 0I) 
the Queen. We are unable to state the precise functions ot 
this office, and perhaps they are better left to imagination.

Lord Erskine, hearing that a man had died worth 
million, said : “ Well, that’s a good sum to begin the nexc 
world with.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

1 1 January G, Hall o f Science, 142 Old-street, London, E .C .: 
thn,,V ®ocial Equality : W ill it Ever be Realised?”  7, “ The Free- 
thought Outlook in 1895.”
JEediiesday, January 9, Hall o f Science : 8.30, “  A  N ight with 

Leorge Meredith.”

January 13, Hall of Science, London ; 27, Liverpool.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr.
Charles W atts’s Engagements.— c*jence, London. 13, Leicester; 20, Nottingham ; 27, Ha o f Science^

February 3, Hall of Science, London , , W atts should
3, Manchester.— A ll communications o anj  addressed
be sent to him (if a reply is Brixton, London,
envelope must be  enclosed) at 81 Ltira r >S W  1

Lecture N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

1’eter D ickson. - H ardly worth the price, we should s y.
W. B ooth.—T hanks for good  wishes. Sec “  A ci r P • (
Mr’. and M rs. .J. Kennedy.—W e heartily ^ c*P™°“)retty country 

wishes”  for the new year. The sight o y  0f  London’s
house on the card makes us feel sicker t .
“ long unlovely streets,”  and its dirt and c in. uttle

IMPARTIALIST.-The man acted generously, but it ,fc wQuUl be
Pharisaic to put the occurrence in print. tender-hearted
no news to our readers that a Freethinker can be a tender nca

R- F- (Beswick, H ull).—Mr. Naewiger, 22 Osborne-strect, H ull, 
will supply you with our literature.

G. Masco. -T h a n k s . See “  Sugar Plum s.”  sub
G. L ucas. - W e will look into the matter. W hat' w y ™  cr0 o£' the 

intended for ? Josephus does not mention V i,.ld heard
innocents by Herod. H e would have done so if he had of it.

G- R .—Shall appear. N o room  this week.
B .—Under consideration.

N .S.S . B enevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknow ledges:— 
Mrs. Hancock, 5s.; Ch. Girtanner, 5s. 9 d .; W estminster Branch, 
17s.; F. Rogers, 5s.; Daniel Baker, £2 2s.; J. Chamberlain, 
2s. 6d.

T . E. M .— Y our re-copy to hand. Shall appear at an early date.
I t  is in the com positor’s hands.

R. Morrow.— Thanks.
Papers R eceived.—Dundee Advertiser—Cape Argus—Echo—Two 

Worlds—Western Figaro—Freidenker—Reynolds’s Newspaper 
—Boston Investigator—Independent Pulpit—Crescent—Islamic 
World—Weekly Times and Echo—New York Sun—Chat— 
Truthseeker—Isle of Man Times—Twentieth Century—Liberty 
—Progressive Thinker—Liberator—Open Court—Torquay Times 
—Lucifer—Northern Ensign.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention. 

Letters for the Editor o f the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One Year, 
10s. 6d. ; H alf Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d. 

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a reply 
is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply stands over 
till the following week.

Orders for literature should be sent to  Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to  announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
tho number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

Scale of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— (Narrow 
Column) one inch, 3s. ; half column, 15s. ; column, ' n 
Broad Column—one inch, 4s. 6d. ; half column, 
column, £2 5s. Special terms for repetitions.

£1 10s. 
£1 2s. 6d. ;

S U G A R  P L U M S .

G. W.
brau— M r. Forder sees to your order.Rebr

sn i.1 • . . . oooa lii yum u rn « . Glad to know you 
E. T n „, With the freethinker, 

backh" EI"v— There have been several articles on Spiritism in 
eu., 1 numbers of the Freethinker, the dates of which wo may 
ge*J y, nuxt week. In our issue for August 12, 1894, there are 

A c id  D rops”  on the subject. The Confessions o f  a
.um (published 

facts Conceminij
’wkelyne may supply what you require. 

’ • Graham.—T here•Pnr.:.-*

by Griffith & Farren), Truesdell’s Hottom 
Spiritualism (Boston), and a work by Mr.

is no law to prevent a Freethinker from 
(j U'“ ,vlng  a legacy. The law disables Freetliought Societies.
'• W enborn.—  Glad to have your support.

M' M aRriott. -W H I  deal with it next week. Thanks.
\yi ‘'"te’s Fioiitinc F und.— Mr. and Mrs. Durant (St. Thomas, 

J. (; 1 1ndies), 7s.; W . A. Argali, Is.
dir(,J SHEK-—Handed to Mr. Fordcr. Kindly send in future 

J. to him.
\V. ¡$|VIUI‘S0N'— Guttings are always welcome.

Sick'.;1''* ™nRs. us bhe annual report of the Ball’s Pond Secular 
aPl>car t b° n*,' no Society, which is as healthy as tho members

W. Thanks. See paragraph,
that otjU> jLIj' — Gbliged for the cuttings. W o note your hope 
■Jbflaiiac/ ”W ^r°ar’s number will bo “  as terse and classic as the

was^to"uON— Thanks for the reference. Stevenson’s intellect 
__ pi 0 seen not to pierce through the Christian superstition.If

.Me . F oote lectures at the London Hall o f  Science on the 
first two Sundays in the new year. His morning subject 
to-day (Jan. 6) is “  Social Equality : Will it ever be Realised 1” 
In the evening he will lecture on “ The Freethought 
Outlook in 1895.” On the following Wednesday (Jan. 9) 
Mr. Foote delivers the first of two new literary lectures, the 
subject then being “ A Night with George Meredith.”

We hope to see a large and genial gathering at the Holborn 
Restaurant on Monday evening (January 7). It is the 
occasion of the seventh Annual Dinner of the London 
Secular Federation. Mr. Foote will preside, and be 
supported by Mr. Charles Watts and other well-known 
Freethinkers. There is sure to be a good “  spread,” and the 
Dinner Committee has arranged an excellent musical 

Let us gather

! post. He will gladly

_______ wuiwugu fc0 Mr. Forder.■—l’lease send future orders for literature W o  regard
^rs. Besant is not a Freethinker o ... than Christianity,
ber present beliefs as a worse thousand years morethough perhaps less malignant, being

recent. , . ¡.„t H is letterF- J. B oorman.—M r. Foote wrote you o n t^ e  su J ^  
must have crossed your second one m  1 '
visit Chatham again either for lecturo o - ‘ , t  you  con-

WY>- H eath.—(1) Glad to have your thank« f o r , gecul ar 
mder the spirit we have infused into , .Q cost us some-
'•'location. By the way, that spirit is connection with Mr. 

bbing. There is still a deficit of over £10 m c o  h()ld ourself
Matts’« candidature in Finsbury, foi '  to le t us bear the
Personally responsible. I t  seems hard y  n (2) W e  will 
burden of cost, as well as a heavy burden . Gleanings,
try to furnish precise references to  our Freotnoug 
which would certainly be more useful wit ' ,  , <hris,ttndoin

H .- - ( l )  W e  have recommended G teg , Rntdlaugh m ay be  the cozens of times. (2) The libellous Life of U va a m y  W o  are
same as the one you refer to. W e  Slave Trade.
L 'liblo to direct you to  any cheap history expensive. (J)
Ihe literature of the subject is large and ii Voluntary Schools, 
Hatepayers have no control over the so-called °  “  . not out of 
which are supported out of imperial taxati > o f 'th e  rates too, 
the rates. They are now clam oring for a share of tne and  if they sn ppooJ ’11succeed it will be their destruction.

Ji > i n u u i  v u i u i u i . v v .

program to bo alternated with the toast-list, 
together for one evening and fleet the time merrily as they 
did in the golden age. After the merriment we shall all 
fight the better for “ the good old cause.”

Mr. Charles Watts lectured the last two Sunday evenings 
at the Hall of Science, London. Considering the holiday 
season, the audiences were very good. Mr. Watts lectures 
three times to-day, Sunday, January 6, in the Assembly 
Room, Market Hall, Chesterfield. We have no doubt that 
our Derbyshire friends will muster in good force.

The conclusion of Mr. Foote’s article on “ Who was the 
Father of Jesus ?” stands over till next week, in consequence 
of the pressure upon our space by the Bradlaugh article. 
The cartoon also stands over till then for the same reason. 
Our readers must he satisfied this week with the fine 
portrait of Charles Bradlaugh.

Dr. Stanton Coit lectured for the Liverpool Branch last 
Sunday. The weather was generally dry, hut bitterly cold, 
and to this must be attributed the fact that the audiences 
were not so large as the merits of the lectures deserved. 
Those who attended, however, were delighted with the 
powerful addresses given. The evening lecture was especi­
ally fine ; Mr. George Wise opposed, and the proceedings 
were prolonged much beyond the usual time. Dr. Coit’s 
replies to his opponent were crushing ; but God’s people 
have tho privilege of singing hymns of victory even after 
defeat. ____

The Liverpool and Bootle Secular Tontine Society has 
concluded a very successful year. Two-thirds of the sub­
scriptions were returned to the members in the divide, and 
the New Year opens with a good substantial reserve fund. 
New members are invited ; all information being obtainable 
at tho lectures on Sunday evenings.
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Mr. C. Cohen has concluded the first half of his six 
months’ mission at South Shields, and has just been enjoying 
a well-deserved holiday. He has made many friends in the 
district, and his services are highly appreciated by one 
and all.

The Camberwell Branch holds its general meeting of 
members this afternoon (Jan. 6) at 4. Tea and soiree 
(tickets Is.) will begin at 6. South Londoners are earnestly 
invited to attend.

The Finsbury Branch holds its annual meeting in the 
Minor Hall of Science to-day (January 6) at 12 o’clock (noon). 
Officers have to be elected, and other important business 
determined.

Last week’s Athencbum gave the place of honor to a review 
of Mrs. Bonner’s biography of Charles Bradlaugh. Reserva­
tions are made, but on the whole the article is laudatory. 
The following paragraph is perhaps worth quoting : “ The 
main facts of Bradlaugh’s public life are too well known to 
need recapitulation, though, perhaps, the time has not yet 
come for such thorough understanding of them, or rather of 
him, as only dispassionate examination can secure. Through­
out many years he provoked much opposition which was 
excusable, if not quite reasonable, and which was evidently 
not unwelcome to him, though he bitterly complained of it, 
by his persistent attacks upon opinions regarding secular as 
well as religious affairs held by most of his countrymen. 
On many occasions ‘ Iconoclast,’ as he styled himself, went 
out of his way both to give offence and to take offence ; 
but even in his stormiest days, as well as in the later and 
more statesmanlike stage of his career, he often showed a 
regard for justice and a spirit of generosity surpassed by 
few. In fact, he was a born fighter, the conditions of whose 
life inclined him to modes of warfare and placed him in 
battle-fields which involved much waste of energy and lack 
of dignity. But before going into the fray he always 
satisfied himself that his cause was a good one and worth 
struggling for ; and it is notable that during the few years 
in which he was allowed to sit in Parliament he won the 
s ullen admiration of even enemies by his peculiar dignity 
and sustained energy.”

The Pall Mall Gazette says the two volumes are written 
with tedious minuteness, and uses hard words in speaking 
of Mr. Robertson’s share of the composition. On the other 
hand, it admits, rather patronisingly, that Bradlaugh was 
“ a really remarkable man,” and “ one of the greatest 
speakers of his day.” This is qualified, however, by the 
statement that he had a “ strictly mechanical, machine-like 
mind.” Perhaps the Pall Mull reviewer will explain the 
difference between ‘ ‘ mechanical” and “ machine-like,” and 
inform us how the possessor of such a mind could ever be a 
great orator. We pause for a reply.

The Literary Guide (Watts & Co.) for January is a good 
pennyworth, the principal feature being a review of the 
Life o f Charles Bradlaugh. There is a valuable gratis 
supplement by Mr. F. J. Gould on “ Who Wrote Genesis'!”

A letter in the Birmingham Daily Post, signed “ Pro Bono 
I’ublico,” ably advocates the utilisation of the Board schools 
for Sunday evening lectures. Hundreds, it appears, were 
turned away who were eager to hear Dickens’s Christmas 
Carol read at the Bristol-street Board school.

The Ironclad Aye (Dec. 15) opens with a curious piece of 
verso from that erratic genius but stout Freethinker, 
George Francis Train, who, as usual, indulges wildly in 
capital letters.

The largest theatre in Boston was packed to hear Colonel 
1 ngersoll’s new lecture on the Bible. The Boston Investigator 
says: “ The audience, intelligent, alert, appreciative, hung 
upon his utterances swayed, by his magnetism, fired by his 
eloquence into irresistible and continuous pplause. What 
a victory for Freethought, what a triumph for genius ! 
Voltaire, in the days of his greatest popularity, could never 
have received a heartier reception from the warm-hearted 
French people than- was accorded the distinguished 
Freethinker, gentleman, and scholar on the occasion of his 
last visit to this city.” Similar ovations have greeted him 
in the other towns where he has lectured.

Reynolds s Newspaper, in noticing the ¡Secular Almanack, 
gave a good extract from Mr. Foote’s article on “ The 
Progress of Freethought,” and the Weekly Times and Echo 
says of the Almanack: “ It is full of good matter, which, for 
tlie most part, no one need to be a Secularist to enjoy ; and 
the calendar is a refreshing contrast to the usual stereo­
typed list of dates of kings and battles in which no one 
now-a-days takes much interest or cares to be reminded of.”

On Christmas Day, December 25,1804, the scholars’ annual 
tea party was held at the Failsworth Secular Sunday School,

Failsworth. This party has now been held for over twenty 
years, and was, as usual, a decided success. Over two 
hundred sat down to an excellent tea. After tea, for which 
no charge is made to the scholars, a good program of songs 
and recitations was rendered by the younger children. 
Forty-nine volumes in all were distributed as prizes by Mr. 
Taylor. Refreshments and games followed, and the party 
spent a most enjoyable evening. The New Year’s party will 
be held on January 5,1895. After the tea the drama, “ Leah 
the Forsaken,” will be played.

The critical school of Dutch theology has made the 
Church in that country rationalistic, though it rests on our 
good friends of De Dageraad to uphold the banner of 
absolute Freethought. A writer in the Church Times was 
horrified to find that at the Amsterdam Free Evangelical 
Church they were having a course of lectures on “ George 
Eliot.” ■ He says, moreover, that the congregations of the 
churches are very thin, the worshippers being mainly 
women.

Mr. Victor Roger, one of the N.S.S. vice-presidents, has 
been re-elected on the Lambeth Vestry. He has a Free- 
thinking colleague in Mr. G. Coombes, and another in a 
member whose name we withhold. Mr. Roger had the 
odium theologicum raised against him. One prominent 
chapelite would not stand with Mr. Roger on any account. 
That is what he said, but he had to stand in the Progressive 
list with Mr. Roger, and now has to sit with him on the 
Vestry. It only remains to add that Mr. Roger was vigor­
ously denounced by Christians at open-air meetings as a 
disgrace to the Vestry. The disgrace consisted in his vile, 
pestilent habit of thinking for himself.

In Bethnal Green three well-known militant Atheists have 
been elected on the Vestry—Messrs. Sumpter, Smither, and 
Neate, thdlast being the secretary of the local N.S.S. Branch. 
Mr. Smither has also a seat on the Board of Guardians, 
together with Miss Sumpter, who is a member of the East 
London Branch.

In Hackney we have Messrs. W. Vining and B. Dent, both 
of whom have lectured at the Freethought station in Victoria 
Pai’k. Mr. Gay, a member of the N.S.S., has also been elected 
on the Hackney Board of Guardians.

In Poplar we have Mrs. Wilson and Messrs. Lansbury 
and Goult (all Secularists) elected as Guax-dians. Mrs. Grout 
has been returned as Guardian fox' Hoxton, and Mrs. 
Barralet 'for Homerton. Mr. E. Smith (Battersea Bx’anch) 
polled over five hundred votes, but wanted ten more to 
win. At South Lynn Mr. Robert Green was elected a* 
Guardian.

Annual Children’s Party.
C. M. Jacob, 6s. ; George Anderson, £2 2s. ; Mrs- 

Donaldson, 6s.; “ Not Bad,” 2s. 6d. ; Mrs. Bussie, 5s.; J- 
Chamberlain, 2s. 6d.—Robert Fordee, Treasurer.

A Brace o f  Saints.
St. Viar, a Spanish saint, has, it is said, been “ evolved 

from a cxirious error in reading an axicient stone (similar to 
the one discovered by Mr. Pickwick), which bore the letters 
S. Vr .vx:. Spanish piety at once recognised a saint. Profau6 
antiquaries, however, read the inscription otherwise. The 
letters are old Roman characters, and, if complete, would 
have read PrefectuS ViARum (ovex-seer of roads). The stone 
was in honour of some Roman official connected with the 
highways.

( )n Soracte, a mountain in Italy, celebrated by Horace 
and Virgil, there is now a monastery of St. Oreste—i.e., the 
old name divided and softened into a saint. “ These be thy 
gods, O Israel.”—James A. Richardson.

How to Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of tho Freethinker and

try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among y °ur
acquaintances.

(6) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, th® 
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which af?
of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Border 
send them on application. ,

(5) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, a
public meetings, or among the audiences around strec 
corner preachers.

(6) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the windo'v-
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NOTABLE BOOKS OF THE YEAR.

One way of taking stock of the progress of a period is by 
noting the number of books which it has produced that 
are likely to live. And the past twelvemonth has furnished 
its quota. Of fiction— of which, indeed, there is no dearth 
—we shall not deal at length. There have been several 
notable novels, though not perhaps any masterpiece, sent 
forth during the past year. There is George  ̂ Meredith s 
Lord Orrnont and His Aminta, which certainly is worthy of 
the author of Richard Fcverel. But George Meredith, of 
course, will never be read by the multitude. Lord Ormont 
and His Aminta contains many examples of that twisted 
language and exuberance of writing, as it may be called, 
which is one of the distinguishing literary mannerisms of 
George Meredith, and which is, perhaps, seen most markedly 
in One of Our Conquerors. Yet, for all that, George Meredith 
is perhaps the most scientific and cultured writer of fiction 
in England to-day.

Amongst the other notable novels which may only be 
named are Hall Caine’s Manxman, Mrs. Humphry Ward s 
Marcella, dealing in the Wardian fashion with Socialism, 
Stanley J. Weymati’s Under the Red Robe and My Lady 
Rotha, and Blackmore’s Perlycross.

What we wish to deal with principally, however, are 
those books issued during the past year which appeal 
Particularly to the attention of Freethinkers. In this class 
We may place the much-boomed and certainly striking work 
nailed Social Evolution, by Mr. Benjamin Kidd. It would, 
°f course, be impossible in an article such as this to give 
anything like an adequate idea of Mr. Kidd’s work. B or, 
. it said, it is decidedly ingenious. But one can appre­

ciate its value briefly.
Now, the thesis of the book is that there is “  no rational 

sanction for progress.” Mr. Kidd maintains that the 
interests of the social organism are opposed to the interests 
°i the individual, and that “  reason ” would eliminate or 
take no account of the social interests ; hence the necessity 
cf “ religion ” to supply those sanctions for conduct which

reason ” cannot supply. In other words, Mr. Kidd argues 
that religion is the sociological ballast, which Vppns thp shin

_______ U 1 „ u l^ n x i . n i u u « 6 uy
religion is the sociological ballast which keeps t ic ŝ  i 

cf humanity from toppling over 
Kidd distinctly means unreasoi 
the title ...................

And by “  religion ” Mr
________  He is prepared to give

1,110 title “  religion,”  apparently, to any form of supei 
naturalism, from Buddhism down to the fetishism o 
savage tribes; thus Mormonism, according to him, is ; 
leligion, whilst Positivism is not (p. 115). So that really— 
11 it bo not disrespectful to put it so—it would appear thai 

kind of humbug or emotional tomfoolery possesses, n 
■K’. Kidd’s eyes, a sociological value which a reasonable 
sane system of ethics does not possess.

We hope we have conveyed as accurate an impressioi 
. Mr. Kidd’s position as is possible in this brief survey 

. t course the book contains much that is valuable anc 
interesting. But many of the religious organs have hailet 
‘ lr. Kidd’s book as an admirable apologetic, and hav ( 
°xalted its author to a position in the scientific work 
which it is probable he never aspired to. To these, there 
ore, we would address a word. And it is this : The firstr.hn T- . , ,-, ,.o would address a word 

die last, the only question for u 
religions and religious sanctions

ISP “  — r • ’  "

us to ask or discuss abou
Are they true ■ —and religious sanctions U . „ hell-police-force

these “ safe-side” arguments, these 1 sociologic:
Meas, all this elaborate argument as w . j re tl  
value of religion—all this is beside o l  ̂ not requii 
religious sanctions true t I f they ;.ire’ 1 , qj the religion 
your treatises as to their sociological va• _ fche soci0logici
sanctions be false, are we going to di
value of a lie 1 ,. • r „tafe that b

Mr. Kidd himself does not exp ici > -bly be <qoe; 
accepts the religious motives as .true, t  at thei
wioro probably he does not. He is simp y tHinks ths 
effect when believed by the masses. An Now, w
such belief is an essential condition of prog • j . . , ,  qs 0 
would suggest, as our humble opinion, tha - •
the wron| ^ ck  altogether. We^ would gather that,^  
man has progressed «<■> *
V\o--- ’ '

we wouia gainer tnai
— forces of unrec- •pan nas progressed so tar against the not had

he would have progressed still more if . religi°n 
expend so much energy in fighting the oic • q'rue, th( 
using the word in the sense Mr. Kuld does- 
forces of unreason were also set going y v qe so 
will grant that. Humanity must be taken whole, ̂  
;ay, with its weakness and its strength. 0{ t
error, it seems at least to us, is to put to th

w

weakness what is really the outcome of the strength. The 
race has progressed—we both grant that. Mr. Kidd says 
because of religion or unreason. Nay, we say, in spite of 
religion, because reason has been too strong for unreason. 
And we claim that history is on our side and against 
Mr. Kidd. For, if Mr. Kidd’s thesis be true, we ought to 
find that the greatest progress was made in the ages when 
religion was strongest. Do we find such to be the case l 
Why, it is a commonplace of even the most un-Maeaulayan 
schoolboy that the ages of greatest “  faith ” were the ages 
of greatest ignorance and greatest degradation; that, as 
religion waxed stronger, civilisation grew weaker; that 
with the natural revival of learning came the decline of 
religion, thus demonstrating that reason is a stronger 
force than unreason; and that, given time, no matter how 
strong the irrational force, humanity will inevitably 
recover itself. And if we are better to-day than ever 
before, it is, we claim, because religion was never weaker 
than it is to-day. Much even of the knowledge on which 
Mr. Kidd relies in his book was acquired and spread by 
men who were fought bitterly by the very institution 
which Mr. Kidd is justifying. Of course Mr. Kidd'does 
not write by any means as a religious hack, making out a 
case for his religion at the expense of sanity and truth. 
Primarily he is a student of the social organism, and his 
appreciation of the value of the religious force was 
probably the result of his investigations and reflections, 
such as they were; yet the net outcome of his book is 
that religion is the steadying element in society. But he 
has made a mistake. It may be necessary to re-examine 
our sociology ; to test it and see if it has no weak places; 
but we cannot start to rebuild it on a false foundation. 
Truth is the keynote of all science— of all life, in fact; 
truth, in the long run, is the only safeguard against error 
and retrogression. And one might answer Mr. Kidd’s 
proposition as to the value of unreason by adapting some 
eloquent and memorable words of the late Professor 
Clifford : “  It can never be necessary for your race and for 
mine that, in order to progress, we must needs believe a 
lie : by trust in reason and in truth we have progressed so 
far hitherto; by trust in reason and in truth we shall 
never more fall back.”

Perhaps we have devoted more space to Social Evolution 
than we should under the circumstances. For there is 
another book which has reached fame during the year— we 
mean Professor Drummond’s Ascent of Man, that possesses 
considerable interest for Freethinkers. And here, remem­
bering Mr. Kidd’s book, we may emphasise a remark made 
some time ago in these columns, that really it is not 
necessary to go to sceptics for answers to the theologians; 
the theologians confute one another so brilliantly that it is 
superfluous for an Atheist to join in the task. It cannot 
be said, perhaps, with fairness, that either Mr. Kidd or 
Professor Drummond is a theologian; but they are both 
certainly on the theological side—they are both religious, 
they are both seeking to justify the ways of God. And as 
one would expect, they fall out. Really at bottom Pro­
fessor Drummond’s book is, to a large extent, a confutation 
of Mr. Kidd’s whole thesis. Of that we shall presently 
deal. But even specifically Mr. Drummond devotes several 
pages to slating Mr. Kidd. He says of Mr. Kidd’s work 
(p. 70) that “ as an apologetic it only accentuates a weak­
ness which scientific theology never felt more keenly than 
at the present hour.” Theology can only retain its vitality, 
it seems, by being brought “  into harmony with Nature 
and into line with the rest of our knowledge.” Oh, that 
“  harmony ” ! For ages they have been at it, and creating 
untold discord in the process.

But Professor Drummond goes bravely to his task, and 
seeks to show that the whole end of things was the 
Evolution of “ love.” There is a chapter on the “ Evolution 
of a Mother,” and another on the “  Evolution of a Father,” 
and soon, through pages of very pretty,-semi-ecstatic talk. 
But it is not science. Indeed, when we meet early in the 
book (p. 47) a chapter headed “ Why was Evolution the 
Method [of Creation] Chosen ?” we know what to expect. 
But as Mr. Drummond answers Mr. Kidd by quoting a 
passage from Spencer, in which it is pointed out, in a word, 
that the social instinct is in reality a part, and an essential 
part, of the individual instinct, so we can answer Mr. 
Drummond by Mr. Kidd. Says Professor Drummond, 
referring to his question above : “  The answer of modern 
natural theology has been that the evolutionary method is 
the infinitely nobler scheme.'’ Now turn we to Mr. Kidd
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and see how the “  infinitely nobler scheme ” works out, 
remarking, parenthetically, that “ modern natural theology ” 
never perceived the “  infinite nobility ” until science had 
discovered Evolution and compelled the theologians to 
accept it. Mr. Kidd writes : “  W e admire the wonderful 
adaptation of many of the ruminants to their mode of life, 
the keen scent by which they distinguish an enemy at a 
distance which seems remarkable to us, their wonderful 
power of vision, their exceeding fleetness of foot, and their 
graceful and beautiful forms. But the evolutionist has 
always before him the cost at which these qualities have 
been obtained. He has in mind the countless host of 
individuals which have fallen a prey to their enemies, or 
failed in other ways in the rivalry of life in the immense 
period during which natural selection was at work, slowly 
accumulating the small successful variations out of which 
these qualities have been evolved. It is the same with 
other forms of life ; progress everywhere is evident, but 
the way is strewn with the unsuccessfuls which have fallen 
in the advance” (Social Evolution, p. 61). Thus we have 
produced the flower of love, in one little corner, and 
amortgst a small portion of one race, at the cost of hatred, 
suffering, and death. Truly an “  infinitely noble scheme.”

However, like Mr. Kidd’s book, Mr. Drummond’s is well 
worth reading. And, taking its argument merely to mean 
that ethical conduct, love, self-sacrifice, the “  struggle for 
the life of others,” or what possibly Mr. Kidd means by 
social conduct, that this is as much the result of evolution 
as the physical structure of man, that there is nothing 
supernatural or irrational about it— taking Professor 
Drummond’s argument at bottom to be this, it is justifiable, 
and it is an answer to Mr. Kidd. Of course, if the book 
be taken merely as another specimen of modern Paleyism, 
thebeautiful-world-in-which-everything-goes-well-and-every- 
body-is-in-love idea, then the thing is worthless.

We have, we fear, spent too long over these books. And 
we have not touched on the essentially Freethought books 
of the year. There is, of course, the Life of Charles Bracl- 
laugh by Mrs. Bonner, just published; Mr. Putnam’s 
Four Hundred Years of Freethought;  Colonel Ingersoll’s 
lecture, About the Ilohj Bible ;  Messrs. Wheeler and Foote’s 
little book on Voltaire ;  The Bottomless Pit, by W. Stewart 
Ross, and many others. One can only name a few. 
Certainly Freethinkers have no reason to feel other than 
gratified at a review of the year’s books. For, even outside 
and apart from positive avowedly Freethought books, there 
is the permeation of general literature by Freethought 
ideas, which is always going on. It is to this general 
widening of thought, this loosening of dogmatic bonds, 
this gradual rusting away of the fetters— it is to this we 
look with pleasure, and it is in this we see the promise of 
a new and freer future. Frederick Ryan .

Christianity and Reason.
When a man goes to a Christian church, he generally 

leaves his reason behind the door witli his umbrella. “ Were 
I to reason on religion as I do on science,” says Faraday, 
“ I could never be a Christian.” Reason calls for knowledge, 
Christianity demands faith. Reason demands miracles now, 
if they were ever performed—Christianity demands accept­
ance of the wonderful past, that can never be repeated, on 
pain of eternal damnation. Christianity shocks our reason 
at every step, and the more reasonable men become the 
faster they outgrow it.— William Denton.

An Atheist on Agnosticism .
The Agnostic, while contending that it is unreasonable to 

deny a God, admits that it is likewise unreasonable to affirm 
a God, because, if consistent with reason, he, of course, would 
not be an Agnostic, but accept or retain the Theistic faith. 
He insists no evidence exists to establish such an hypothesis 
upon a basis of science and reason ; that we have no know­
ledge, and can have no conception, of such a being ; and, a la 
Ingersoll, successfully refutes all arguments advanced in 
favor of the mystic faith. Yet he says, “ There may be such 
a being ; I don’t know.” Is this reasonable 1 Just? i f  all 
the sciences fail to corroborate, no ! repudiate the theory ; 
if it mocks reason and sense, eludes the highest under­
standing, and baffles its own votaries, is it, can it be then, 
unreasonable to repudiate and deny completely such an 
unreasonable proposition 1 And if reasonable to deny it, is 
it not our duty to deny and proclaim the denial to all the 
world ?—Otto Wettstein.

TRANSMIGRATIONS UP TO DATE.
(With Apologies to the “ Vicar o f BrayP)

In youth and beauty’s halcyon days,
When Pusey was the fashion,

A zealous High Church maid was I—
Religion was my passion.

I  went to church three times each day,
My faith no mere profession ;

The comfort of my soul was then 
Auricular confession.

Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain,
Until the day I die, sir,

That whatsoever fad may reign,
I always mean to try, sir.

But soon a change came o’er the scene—
I made a new alliance,

And criticised my former views 
With all the lights of science.

The creeds of Christendom I held 
Were so much foolish chatter,

And could explain the universe 
In terms of force and matter.

Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

Malthusian doctrines once I taught,
And checks to population,

Believing them the recipe 
For national salvation.

I oft debated on the theme 
With eloquence seductive,

And proved by figures easy seen 
The race was too productive.

Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

To Socialism next I turned,
With faith almost fanatic;

My views progressed until they were 
Quite ultra-democratic.

Capitalists I loud denounced.
The bourgeois sleek I rated ;

Carl Marx my prophet was just then,
And him I venerated.
Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

Next to.Theosophy I went,
By H. P. B. attracted ;

For Eastern thought I bravely fought 
When by its foes detracted.

A chela skilled I soon became,
And caused such great sensations,

When, by white magic, I produced 
Materialisations.

Chonts—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

In India I a Hindoo was—
For so the press reported ;

While some allege, while in the States,
I was by Mormons courted.

Australia now I find my field,
And this is the result, sir—

Convinced by Antipodean priest,
I’ve joined the Maori cult, sir.

Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

If time permits, I mean to try 
The faith of every nation,

And, by my varied changes  ̂prove 
The truth of transmigration.

Now, will the cloister close my life,
Or shall I still meander,

Until at last I advocate 
Anarchic propaganda 1
Chorus—And this is law, I will maintain, etc.

S. Soddy.

Boggs says the French want to get back to Egypt, because 
they always hope for another plague of frogs.

Dying Planter—“ Ah, Sambo, I fear I’m going, and I’ve » 
long journey before me.” Sambo—“ Nebbermind, rnassal 
it am all down hill.”

Superintendent—“ Children, this is the Rev. Dr. Mc' 
Snorter, from Gowanus, who will address you a few brief 
remarks. Children, he lias come all the way to try and save 
your souls from hell. You are not paying attention. NoW> 
can any little boy or girl tell mo where this gentleman is 
from ?” Chorus of children—“ From Hell.”
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th e  s c ie n t if ic  s t a n d p o in t .

The English Mechanic for January opens with an article 
entitled “ A New Branch of Science,” in which it deals with 
what is called psycho-physiology. The purport ot the 
article is to show that mental forces are as measurable as 
physical ones, and that all phenomena, from the highest to 
the lowest, are to be interpreted in terms of matter ana 
motion. We quote the following passage as significant ot 

scientific standpoint of the writer :—
To the evolutionist, as has been so_ frequently said, 

matter and motion are eternal. There is no creation or 
destruction, but only transformation of both. Holding this 
belief, which, despite the Marquis of Salisbury in his recent 
address to the British Association at_ Oxford, and despite 
fhe half-timorous jubilation with which that address was 
received by a good many journals, is an exceedingly well- 
founded one, the evolutionist is logically driven to the 
further belief that all phenomena are ultimately reducible 
f° this—some form or forms of matter undergoing some 
form of motion. To him there appears to be no other 
rational explanation of things as they are. But all phe­
nomena ’ include mental phenomena, include the so-called 
Psychical phenomena. Hence we are led to believe that, 
with advancing human knowledge, mental phenomena, the 
Phenomena of sensation, of the so-called will, of intellect 
memory, reason, judgment, abstraction, imagination 
Word, the phenomena of the whole of 
objective and subjective alike, will
uected with the matter and the m -----  . . . . .
nervous system—of our brains, with their infinite divisions 
and complexities, our spinal cords, our nerves.”
,, urther on it says : “ Let us once again remind the readei 
hat a law of nature means simply an accurate scientific 

generalisation, a statement of some large principle induced 
I Qm , observation and experiment, and connecting and 

explaining a certain series of facts. It does not imply nay, 
odeed, it rigidly excludes—the anthropomorphic conceptionot a lawgiver.”

in a
our consciousness, 

be shown to be con- 
modes of motion of our

Christianity and Atheism.
do n ar8uments with Christians I always find that they 
somoti .understand Atheism; they seem to look upon it as 
Sav: tlung inferior to Christianity. I think I am right in 
undj? “ ‘ 'it_ most, if not, all Atheists have been Christians 
Hob]nave. given up their creed for something higher and 
fer / ' r\ most people, when they arrive at Christianity, pre- 
and ? Stay ^lere- They find a kind of rest for their minds, 
»re trouble to rise any higher. Atheism is like all
of r „things, it must be earned. The power of thought, and 
havin'1*?11’ must be cultivated, till at last the Christian, 
true fa .ar.ne(l to live a fairly good life through being a 
free  ̂ hnstian, finds himself fitted for a higher natural life, 
(j}iri?,<.IIn the chains of superstition, and can look back upon 
has1 trainty, as upon all other religions, and feel that ho 
t h a t t h r o u g h  that stage when he thought he knew 
to fap - he now knows he did not, and finds himself face 
tal;jn<! with nature, and does his best to read her, instead of 
Athejoj. °ther people’s imagination for his knowledge. 
UruhiX are n°t horn, they are made. It is easy for an 
to be . ln Â ma1 to become a Christian, but it is not so easy 
Hiovir,an Atheist. The intellectual. Blinking Christian is 

*ng onward towards Atheism.— IF. G. T.

Priests. -nst the
I  can find no evidence that seriously mi ’ places, the

rule that the priest is at all tim es, ana i ^  omnlllU,
enemy of all men—Sacerdos '  ry often a most
wwnwcws. I  do not deny that the Prl ' , „ very best that lie 
earnest and conscientious man, doing Amberley is quite
.low's of as well as he can do it. _e with the laity

right in saying that the blame res . . ou magic and
than with the priesthood ; that j  produce them.
Hiysteries, and has forced the ^  ood en to
®ut, then, how dreadful is the system , p^tory forces
such uses 1 . . . .  I f  there is one les*°rr , cblldren away
upon us in every page, it is this : hcei J . enemies offrom the priest, or he will make them the 
mankind.— lir. K. Clifford.

Our fathers did not quite love Go< , . really wished
P ev il; but they were afraid of world, and with
P3 enjoy themselves with God m  the oourse of Nature 
the Devil in tliis. They believed that , and storms,
was affected by their conduct; tha sent as punish- 
diseases, earthquakes, and tempests, rewards.—R- 'ments, and that all good phenomena were reIngcrsoll.

A GOD OF LOVE?

0  Christian, say, is he a God of Love,
Whose Bible reeks with war and blood,
Who drowned his children in the flood,

Who hurled down furious fire from heaven above ?
A meek, mild God, the essence of sweet love.

Some men once ventured near his awful ark,
Then fiendishly he made them die 
A fearful death of misery ;

Behold, their bodies lying slain and stark !
1 hear wild cries for mercy still; oh, hark !

That Satire throned in heaven, that peaceful dove, 
Your dear God, slew in vengeance, then,
Full fifty thousand, other men.

I think, dear Christian souls, if this is love,
God’s love must sure make Hell of Heaven above.

And yet to-day each Christian praises him,
Whose bloody deeds are wide extolled 
In Lunacy’s wide Christian fold.

All honest eyes with sorrow’s tears are dim ;
Your God of Love is but a murderer grim.

J. J. Barrett.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THEOSOPHY AND CREDULITY.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In your issue for December 23 you quote from the 
Weekly Times and Echo a paragraph which says that the 
recent “ exposure ” of Theosophy shows the limits to which 
human credulity can be carried. I wish to point out that 
the human credulity of the British public seems to have 
been carried to the extent of enabling it to swallow any­
thing, however unsupported, so long as it is a calumnious 
attack on some prominent person. Many of us know this 
from our own bitter experience. The Westminster Gazette 
writer knew that what the public wanted was abuse—not 
truth. Theosophists will hold all parties concerned to be 
innocent until thoy are proved guilty. Yours, etc.,

_____  H. T. Edge.

[This is a characteristic epistle. The Westminster Gazette 
writer made detailed charges. To call sucli charges 
“ abuse” is an abuse of the English language. Let the 
Theosophists answer if thoy can. If they cannot, they will 
not impose on sensible people by assuming virtuous airs.— 
E d ito r .] >

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

“ Where do the wicked finally go ?” was asked at a Sunday 
school. An observant youth replied : “ They practise law, 
and then become judges or members of Parliament.”

Pruyn—“ Then you do not approve of the Universalist 
doctrine ?” Mrs. De Piscopal—“ Oh, I have nothing to say 
of their orthodoxy, but I’m sure they’re not sufficiently 
exclusive!”

Visiting Clergyman—“ And did your faith bring you to 
this?” Salvation Army Bill (serving his third term for 
disorderly conduct and drunkenness)—“ No, not my faith, 
but my convictions!”

M. High (to St. Peter)—“ I see they are drawing the lines 
pretty tight on the earth just now. You will please revise 
the conditions of admission accordingly, and cast out all 
who do not come up to the new requirements.” St. P.—“ It 
shall be so.” (Thirty years later.) St. P.—“ Who comes ?” 
(A voice.)—“ Bob Ingersoll.” St. P.—“ Come right in. You 
always meant well enough.” (A few minutes later.) St. P.— 
“ What! going so soon?” R. G. I.—“ Yes; too lonesome. 
Nobody here but God and Dr. Talmage.”

The Rev. .1. Colquhoun, of Leight, was a man of extreme 
solemnity of demeanor. On one sacrament Sunday morning 
his wife, being desirous to have him nicely out for the 
occasion, had his coat rigged, well brushed, his shirt white 
as snow, and his bands hanging handsomely on his breast : 
and when she surveyed her gude man she was so delighted 
with his comely appearance that she suddenly took him 
around the neck and kissed him. Thereupon the Rev. John 
was so offended by this carnal proceeding that he debarred 
his wife from the sacrament that day.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us ly  first post on Tuesday, and be 

marked “  Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Hall op Science (142 Old-street, E.O.) : 11.30, G. W. Foote, “  Social 

Equality : Will it Ever be Realised ?” (Free.) 6.30, musical selections ; 
7, “ The Freethought Outlook in 1895.”  (Admission free ; reserved seats, 
3d. and 6d.) Wednesday, at 8.30, G. W. Foote, “ A  Night with George 
Meredith.”

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station) : 7, 
members’ quarterly meeting—important business. Tuesday and Friday, 
at 8, social gatherings.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 4, 
members’ meeting ; 6, tea ; 7, soirée. (Tickets Is.)

W est London Ethical Societt (Princes’ Hall, Piccadilly)!: 11.15, 
J. H. Hobson, “  The Waste of Labor Power.”

Open-A ir  P ropaganda.
Battersea Park  Gates : 11.30, F. Haslam will lecture (weather 

permitting).
Hyde Par k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, St. John will lecture.

COUNTRY.
Bath (Corridor Room9): 11, Stanley Jones, “ The Origin of the 

Bible 3, “  Christianity and Social Life 7, “  The Church and Science.”
Birmingham  (Coffee House, corner of Broad-street) : Thursdays, at 8, 

papers, discussions, etc.
Blackburn (Secretary’s house): 3, members’ meeting.
Bristol (Shepherds’ Hall, Old Market-street) : 3, business meeting.
D undee (City Assembly Rooms) : 11, discussion class: 12, elocution 

class; 12.30, choir practice ; 1, shorthand class ; 2.30, R. Cameron, “  Our 
Father in Heaven” ; 6.30, secular concert. Friday, Jan. 4, at 7.30, 
annual festival.

Failswop.th Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane): Saturday, Jan. 5, 
New Year’s Party— tea, followed by drama, “  Leah the Forsaken.”

Glasgow (Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : 12, discussion 
class—D. Lindsay, “ Public Affairs” ; 6.30, Zosimus, “ The Natural 
History of Christianity.”

H ull (St. George’s Hall, Storey-street) : 7, members’ annual meeting.
L iverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street): 3, philosophy class— 

Ernest Newman, “  Kant ” ; 7, Ernest Newman, “  Christianity a Failure.”
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 6.30, R. 

Law, F.G.S., “  The Earth as it was Eight Million Years Ago.”  (Free.)
Newcastle (Irish Literary Institute, C'ayton-street East) : 7, R. 

Weightman, “  Christianity and Secularism—a Moral Contrast.”
Plymouth (Democratic Club, Wbimple-street): 6.45, Mr. Chubb, “  Is 

there a God ?”—affirmative.
Portsmouth (Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea) : 7, 

a meeting. Wednesday, at 8, dancing.
R ochdale (Working Men’s College, 4 Acker-street); 11, discussion 

Clas3 ; 2.30, Sunday-school; 3, Sam Standring, “ Jesus the Wine-Maker ” ; 
6.30, “ What do we Mean by A.D. 1895 ?” 8.30, Branch meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street) : 
7, limelight exhibition—see Saturday’s local papers.

South S hields (Thornton’s Yariety Hall, Union-lane) : 11, O. Cohen, 
“  Darwinism and Democracy ” ; 7, “ Freethought and Morals.”

Sunderland (Lecture Room, Bridge End Vaults, opposite Echo office): 
7, Robert Weightman will lecture.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London, E.—All Sundays 

until April, 1895, South Shields.

Stanley Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—Jan. 6, 
Bath ; 13, Plymouth ; 20, Chatham. Feb. 3, Edinburgh; 10, Dundee.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.—Jan. 6, 
Leicester. Feb. 3, New Brompton.

One Penny each, by post Three-halfpence,

LETTERS FROM HEAVEN AND LETTERS FROM HELL.
B y  J. M. W H E E L E R .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Coleuso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

Defence of Fp.eethought.
A  Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

The Gods. 6d.
Reply to Gladstone. With

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

O r a t io n  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A b r a h a m  Lin c o ln . 3d. 
P a in e  t h e  P io n e e r . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D eb t  to  T h om as  

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus 

Christ. 2d.
True Religion. 2d.
The Three Philanthropists.

2d.
Love the R edeemer. 2d. 
God and the State. 2d.

Why am I an Agnostic 1 
Part I. 2d.

Why am I  an Agnostic 1 
Part II. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.
The Limits of Toleration.

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D 
Coudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford 
2d.

The H ousehold of Faith.
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme? 2d.
The Clergy and Common

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d. 
Marriage and Divorce. An

Agnostic’s View. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake, id. 
L ive Topics. Id.
Myth and Miracle. Id. 
Real Blasphemy. Id. 
Repairing the Idols. Id. 
Christ and Miracles, id. 
Creeds <fc Spirituality, id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

11 A N  ADM IRABLE BOOK.”

“ 400 Years of Freethought.”
Handsomely Bound, with 141 Portraits of E m i n e n t  

Freethinkers.
1165 images. Price £ 1  Is.

Mr. Charles W atts has just received a supply of the above work, 
and on receipt of £1 Is. he will be pleased to forward a copy to 
any address, carriage paid. Send to Mr. W atts direct— 81 Eifra- 
road, Brixton, London, S .W .

WOTÌTH READING.

“ How I Came to be Boycotted.”
By P. H. ECHLIN (author of Pernicious Parodies).

The above for  One Shilling Postal Order.
Address—33 Riehmond-road, Barnsbury, London, N.

A. H emingway, 25 Higher Chatham-stroet, Manchester.

Price I s .; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,

THE GRIN D  OLD BOOK.
A  R E PLY TO TEE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
C. W . F O O T E .

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 
“  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

Contents :—Preface—Preliminary View—The Creation Story—The 
Fall of Man—The Psalms—The Mosaic Legislation—Corroborations of 
Scripture—Gladstone and Huxley—Modern Scepticism.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

MARRIOTT, CLOTHIER,
a il EDGWARE ROAD, W., near Metropolitan 
Music Hall (same side), six doors from Church- 
street. TROUSERS, good wear, 5s. 9d., 7s. Gd.. 
and 93. 6d.; Blacks, 7s. 6d. and 10s. Gd. Thirty 
sizes kept in stock. OVERCOATS from 12s. Gd.

CY R IL  BEDE, M.A., is open to Lecturing Engage­
ments in town and country. Subjects History, 

Literature, Theology^etc. Views:— Tolerant Sceptic­
ism. Manner :— Cynicism, Satire, Pathos. For terms 
write to 16 Ossian-road, Stroud Green, N.

W . J .  R E N D E L L ’S
“ W ife’s Friend.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law o f Popu­
lation, p. 82, and Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, 
p. 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Chadwell- 
street, Clerkenwell; 2s. doz., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send 
stamped envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with 
Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d.? and 
5s. Cd. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine 
Compound, Is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Pow­
ders 3s. per doz AH prices post free.

w. j .  R E N D E L L,
15 OHADWELL-ST., CLERKENWELL, E.C. 

(near the “ Angel.” )

STA N TO N , the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo­
site Somerset House).—TE E T H  on VULCAN- 

ITE; 2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best 
guality, 4s. each, upper or lower, £2, completed in 

>four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in 
two hours. If you pay more than the above they are 
fancy charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on 
18 ct. gold 15s., stopping 2s. 6d., extraction is., pain­
less by gas, 5s.

M  A R G  A TV — t e r r a c e  h o t e l ,
4 'J-xi.IlvJiL 1 ih . Marine Drive. Bed and 
Breakfast from 2s Gd. A  large room to seat 500. 
Beanfeasts and other parties liberally treated.

T O  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen 
1 requiring SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS 

at moderate prices. First-class Style and Fit 
Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, Artiste Tailor, 
14 Great Oastle-street, W. Three doors from 
Regent-street. [Patronised by leading Free­
thinkers.1

Price Is., post free,

Is Socialism Sound?
Verbatim Report of a 

Four Nights’ Debate between 
AN N IE BESANT and G. W. FOOTE. 

R. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-street, E.C.

Price Is. Superior edition for Subscribers, 
bound, numbered, and signed 2s.

VOLTAIRE:
H IS  L I F E  A N D  W ORKS-

With some Selections from his Writings, by 
J. M. W hekler and G. W. Foote.

Price Twopence,

SALVATION SYRUP;
OR, __

LIGH T ON DARKEST ENGLAND-
A  R eply to General B ooth,

By G. W . FOOTE.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter street, E-R

TEN £1 Shares of the Manchester Secular 
Company, Limited, offered for £7 10s. cash- 

Address, J. H. A., care of Mr. R. FordeL 
28 Stonecutter-street, Loudon, E.C. ____

UOUSEKEEPER-COMPANION Wanted by 
Widower, of quiet habits; having 

daughter aged 12; income £140 (Civil Service) j 
near London. Address, George Denbig“  
Shrewsbury Villas, Plumstead.
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W HY BE ILL?
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Yon. I'. For Postal Order for  I s . 2d

Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread, 
Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fiuxt, 
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Cure of Disease, 
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema. Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, 
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long 
Worms, Tape Worms. Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von.Th« xr~i- ~ II. For Postal Order for Is . 3d,

v®r of Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; 
PoDnw'VTi11*'!1 ’ Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Food: 
Starvnt;„ ‘*I!;cles about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion; Salt; Saline 
K W i on ■ i ea Drinking ~  ~ ' “^oeplessness; —
Assistants 
the Prope:

s ; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
, .--------- , Want of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for Workers, Shop
Assistants, and Servants; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; ant on 
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated 

Tumors, eto. ,  ,  ,
Med ic al  ESSAYS. V o l . III. For Postal Order for Is.Sd.

Health and Wealth; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure 
Air, and How to Get i t ; The Management of Young Chndren; Hunger and 
Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect Foods: Green Foods ¡Suppers; 
trr?,?iPected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to 
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live One 
.'¡’ "Bred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, 
sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or 
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . IV. F o r  P osta l Order for Is. 2d.

New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Sayings
•anka, Hardening, RnbWofc —* -----------v ------- ’  ~

caroni, S 
loot, Mill
gainst tl , . - - - - -  -----

. . -Jtty, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their bubstl- 
68, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and 

Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or 

V msy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, 
Pidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix. 

n ^ T h e  Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. 6d. 
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers. Post fret  

from  the Author f o r  Postal Order fo r  Is. Id. 
rheumatism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its 

^auseand Cure. Post free 7d.—Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d 
¿ hmbb Pamphlets to Y oung Men. Post free Is. Id.

* All these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in 
cloth in one volume. Post fr ee  8s. 6a.

1 the above can be got from Dr . T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place, 
Manchester Square, London, W.

lft op Consultation are—Morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; fee, 
p v?* Evening from G to 8 : fee, 5s. .

cm,*tlenta visited in London for a fee of 10s. 6d. Patients visited in the 
ntry. p ee accor(iinw to distance and the time occupied in going andJ^turnjng. aa~:~ *-• *

A.bn^ ttaiut;ning, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its 
or CVin ^ caroni> Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraio 
Quinary B’Out, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices, 
\r~~r Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant

Advice Given by Post.

ADVICE TO THE MARRIED, All no«.,—  .
m to maintâ u Persons whoso circumstances will not permit 

a large family should send for

“PRUDENCE AND PLENTY,”
^ I '^ e s t i n g  dialogue, which should bo read by  all w ho wish t 

„  tain and improve their position in life. „ n n u m
A P b ii’ together with our Illustrated List o f all the M ODE HI 
sent IANYES as recommended by  Dr. A llbu tt and Mrs. Besanl 

°h receipt of stamped envelope to—

E . L A M B E R T  & S O N ,
Manufacturers of Hygienic and Malthusian 

Appliances,
00 and 62 QUEEN’S ROAD, DALSTON LONDON, N.E 

or from R. Forder.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

UE MORALITY, or THE THEORY A 
practice of neo -malthusianism .

T  ----------------
By J - HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., ■ MUred

160 paye,, with portrait and autograph, bound in clo , 9

moJt >  order to bring the information within th® ^ a y e° 'o M  12 °pag
at (,vlmportant parts of the book are issued in a P P distribution 1 at one fenny, p*Bgt {roe 2d> Oopiea of the pamphlet for distrin

National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holme ^  • • . is anfjr raaitjt .  ̂ ui ttu oeptemcer, I8az, says: “ Mr Hi
p^lSuiouJ A * 18 an almost unexceptionable statement of the N« 
^ ling. ‘ 1 an(f practice . . . and throughout appeals to mo
^Ithuaiaù « 8Pecial value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the N(
Nation in L ;fause an(* human well-being generally is just his com foj f_ :Pamphlet of a niai n otoW o^t 1 ~ -J. -  —  W numan well-being ̂ £ Byp “J iS d  anYm o* neeaT ln,hia Pa“ phlet of a plain statement. of by wUlch
Cl a, fot family limitation with a plain accoun requisites at tl
u abe secured, and an offer to all concerned of the req

Tvati 08sihle prices.”  Drvsdale, Dr . Allbatt.ano iV f $°nncil of the Malthusian League, Dr- 7
Tv,9 “ave also Bpoken of it in very high term . London, EA

),iE 6 Trade supplied by R. Foudf.u, 28 Stonecutter stree ,
. 0r<*ers should be sent to the author. o c Q K S .

*. holmes, hanney, w antage, bf_r*

Olh
J.

6d. NOW READY  ^£35 6d.
THE

SECULAR ALMANACK 
FOR 1895.

Altered and Enlarged. Finely-Designed Cover.
EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

Contents : Progress of Freethought; by G. W. Foote— 
This W orld; by J. M. Wheeler—Heroes in the Service of 
Man ; by Charles Watts—Dod Grile—A Wish • by Matthew 
Arnold—The Abducted Female Infidel—Farqunarof Nether- 
ton—Bits from Selden’s “ Table Talk”—Jeremy Benthamon 
Inspiration—Abou-ben Adhem and the Angel—Man’s Soul 
his God—The Sacred Books of the World—The Dear God— 
What have Unbelievers Done for the World 1—Information 
Concerning Freethought Work and Organisation—Lecturers, 
etc.

London : R. Eorder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
W ITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)
Price Sixpence.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C

Freethought Publications.
B y (i. W . FOOTE.

The Grand Old Book. A R eply to Ihe Grand Old Man. An 
exhaustive answer to the R ight lion . W . E. Gladstone's “ Im- 
pregnablo Rock of H oly Scripture.”  Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debate 
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is .; superior edition, in 
cloth, Is. Cd.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 12Spp., Is.
Infidel Death-Beds. Second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 

superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.
Darwin on God. Cd.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. Cd.
Flowers of Freethought. First Series. 221pp., bound in cloth, 

2s. Cd.
Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.

[Edited in conjunction with W . P. Ball.] Complete, paper 
covers, Is. 4d.; superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in 
cloth, 2s.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. [W ritten in conjunction with 
.T. M . W heeler.] Hundreds of exact references to Standard 
Authorities. N o pains spared to make it a complete, trust­
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters: —  1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to 
H ypatia ; 3, M onkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds; 
6, Rise of the P a p acy ; 7, Crimes of the P op es ; 8, Persecution 
of the Jews ; 9, The Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toliloth Jeshu, or 
Book o f tho Generation o f Jesus. W ith  an Historical Preface 
and Voluminous Notes by G. W . Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 
Paper covers, 6d .; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, Is.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic W orship and other Curious 
Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Illustrated, superior 
paper, 2s. 6cl.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of A ll Ages and 
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound in cloth, 
7 s. 6d.

Darwin Made Easy. B y Dr. Edward B. Aveling, Fellow o f the 
London University. This is the best popular exposition of 
Darwinism extant. Cloth, Is.

E ssa y s  in  R a tion a lism . By Charles Robert Nowman (Atheist 
Brother of tho late Cardinal Newman). W ith a Preface by George 
Jacob Ilolyoake, and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. 
Is. 6d.

Some Mistakes of Moses. By Colonel R. G. Ingersoll. The 
only com plete edition published in England. Accurate as 
Colonso, and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp., Is.; superior 
edition, cloth, Is. 6d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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4 0 r  WORTH OF GOODS FOR 2 0 1 "
ANNUAL STOCK-TAKING SALE.

Lot 1.— 1 Tweed or Serge Suit Length, 1 Tweed Dress Length, 1 Lady’s Umbrella, 1 Gent’s Umbrella ... ... for 20s.
Lot 2.— 4 Trouser Lengths, 2 Tweeds, 2 Worsteds, and 2 pairs of Drawers ... ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 3.— 1 Black Cashmere Dress Length, 1 Navy Serge Dress Length, 1 Blouse, 1 Belt, 1 Apron, 1 Underskirt for 20s. 
Lot 4.— 3 Dress Lengths: 1 Navy Serge, 1 Mixture Tweed, and 1 Black Cashmere ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 5.— 1 Suit Length, 1 Dress Length, 2 pairs of Curtains ... ... ... ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot G.— 30 yards of Remnants for Children’s Dresses (all double width) ... ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 7.— 2 Flannelette Nightdresses, 2 Chemises, 2 pairs Knickers, 2 pairs Curtains, 2 Aprons, 1 Umbrella ... for 20s. 
Lor 8.— 1 Dress Length, 1 Under-Skirt, 1 Umbrella, 1 Blouse, 20 yds Muslin-de-laine, 1 Apron, 1 Belt, 1 pair

Stockings... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 9.— 1 Black Victoria-shaped Fur, and 1 Pure Wool Navy Serge Dress Length ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 10.—-1 Real Sealskin Satchel and Muff, 1 Black, Blue, or Brown Beaver Jacket Length, 1 Umbrella ... for 20s. 
Lot 11.— 1 p a ir  A ll-W ool Blankets, 1 pa ir Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 T a b le -clo th  ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 12.— 2 Dress Lengths and 2 Trouser Lengths. (Warranted all Wool.) ... ... ... ... for 20s.
Lot 13.— 12 yards Shirting, 12 yards Muslin-de-laine, 10 yards Flannel, 10 yards Flannelette ... ... for 20s.
Lot 14.— 1 West of England Black or Blue Worsted or Vicuna Suit Length ... ... ... .., for 20s.
Lot 15.— 3 Sailor Suits (to fit boys up to 8 years old) and 1 Navy Serge Dress Length (all wool) ... ... for 20s.
Lot 16.— 1 Lady’s Mackintosh, and 1 Black, Blue, Brown, or Fawn Melton Overcoat Length ... ... for 20s.
Lot 17.— 1 Good Melton Overcoat Length in Black, Blue, Brown, or Fawn, and 1 Serge or Tweed Suit Length for 20s.
Lot 18.— 3 Real All-wool Scotch Tweed Trouser Lengths (check or stripe) ... ... ... ... for 20s.
L ot 19.—-1 Gentleman’s Scarboro’-shaped Mackintosh. [Give length, chest, and waist measure.] ... ... for 20s.
Lot 20.— 1 parcel of odd lots, including Suit Length, Dress Length, Blouse, Apron, Stockings, Socks, Belt, etc. for 20s.

We shall include one o f our Beautiful ALMANACKS for  1895 in each Bared. One Shillin'/  must be added for Carriage.
We cannot send Patterns. We guarantee satisfaction in every case, or return money in full.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION-STREET, BRADFORD.
A S K  Y O U R  G R O C E R

FOR THE *

ROYAL CHISWICK
TABLE JELLIES

E XPE R TS OPINION—

“ The Perfection of Jelly.”
“ Certainly far superior to all other Jelly Tablets—in 

transparency, strength, and in flavor utterly beyond com­
parison.”

T O U Z E A U  P A R R I S  & CO. ,
ENFIELD WORKS, ACTON, W.

The London Secular Federation’s

ANNUAL DINNER
AT THE

H O L B O R N  R E S T A U R A N T ,
ON

MONDAY, JANUARY 7, at 8 o ’clock .

Chairman— MR. G. W. FOOTE.
Supported by MR. CHARLES WATTS and other leading 

Secularists.

Tickets -  -  Four Shilling's.

Obtainable at the Hall of Science and at 28 Stonecutter- 
street, also from London Branch Secretaries.

N O W  R E A D Y  ^

The Most Enjoyable Reunion of the Freethought Party.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
Great New Lecture

ABOUT
THE HOLY BIBLE/

Price Sixpence.

TIIE JANUARY NUMBER
OF

T H E  L I T E R A R Y  G U I D E
CONTAINS A

6 column Summary and Review
OF THE

“  LIFE OF BRADLAUGH.”
Also a 4 p p . Supplement entitled “ W H O  W R O T E  G E N E S IS -” 

Post free, Three Halfpenny Stamps.
London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

London : R. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at ‘28 Stonecutter-street, 

London, K C.


