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BOOTH’S TRUMPET.

“ General ” Booth delivered a speech an hour and a 
half long at the annual May m eeting o f the Salvation 
“  A rm y.”  He said nothing about the row  at Cam ber
w ell, or the circumstantial charges against the policy  
at headquarters. His m ethod was that o f certain 
advertising houses in the com m ercial w orld  : never 
m ind the quality, puff the quantity, and say how  m uch 
you sell, though nobody buys o f you  tw ice. W e have 
so m any corps, said the “  General,”  so m any officers, so 
m any bandsmen, so m any papers w ith such a circu la
tion ; and so forth, like the fine old  showm an he is. 
The “  A rm y ’ ’ had got a footing  in thirty-eight 
countries outside the U nited K ingdom , and the on ly  
th ing now  wanted was cash, m ore cash. No doubt it 
was all very im pressive to the “  A rm y ’ fanatics, m ost 
o f whom  suffer from  physical or mental consum ption ; 
but it is not at all im pressive to an outsider. A  big  
thing is not always a good thing. The m ultiplication 
o f fools does not make w isdom . N or does it fo llow , 
because the Salvation “  A rm y ”  grows m ore num erous, 
that it is more useful. Y our officers, your cornet- 
players, your drum -thum pers, are all very w ell, Mr. 
Booth, but what do you  do  w ith them ? They are 
taken away from  honest, productive in du stry ; they 
live on subscriptions— that is. at the public expense ; 
and what return do they y ield  society for  their m ain
tenance ?

A ccord in g  to the D a ily  Chronicle report, Mr. Booth 
said that he regarded the Salvation A rm y as a great 
m anufacturer o f saints. H e believed that every year 
about five thousand Salvationists passed away, washed 
in the blood o f the Lam b, to take their place in the 
N ew  Jerusalem . For all we know  this may be true. 
W e are not in  a position to deny it. Still, be lie f is not 
evidence, and w e m ight ask Mr. Booth for  some 
substantiation. Perhaps he does fill Heaven at the 
rate o f five thousand souls per year, but is he able to 
quote any entry in the celestial register ?

It w ould be m uch more to the purpose i f  Mr. Booth 
could  state what actual progress has been made with 
w ork  that can be estimated. H e does indeed assert 
that tw enty thousand “ fallen  w o m e n ”  have passed 
through his rescue homes during the past nine years, 
o f  w hom  fourteen thousand have turned out satisfac
torily. But such allegations are open to suspicion. 
Mr. Booth cannot possibly know  all that m ultitude o f 
“  fallen w om en.”  He can only be speaking from  re
ports, w hich  m ight not bear exam ination. Mr. Booth 
is always boasting o f his w ork amongst drunkards and 
prostitutes; but, som ehow  or other, although he 
rescues so m any every year, the arm y o f these un
fortunates does not dim inish. F udently  there is 
som ething w rong in the “  General’s ”  arithm etic, or 
a constant falsification in our social statistics.

Short w ork w ould probably be made, too, w ith  Mr. 
B ooth ’s “  tw elvo thousand crim inals, seven thousand of 
w hich  had proved satisfactory cases.”  Here again he 
is out o f harm ony with official figures. There has 
been a steady dim inution  in crim e ever since 1870, 
w hen the Education Act was passed ; but, as m ight be 
expected, there has been little alteration in the crim e 
that may be called congenital— the crim e that springs 
from  natural disposition , rather than from  ignorance, 
idleness, emptiness o f  m ind, or unfavorable environ -
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ment. Salvationism, w ith  all its m anufacture o f 
saints, does not make any im pression on  the real 
“  crim inal classes.”

O nly at one point cou ld  Mr. Booth g ive satisfaction 
to the general public. His “  Social Schem e ”  was 
pressed on the attention o f all classes. It was sup
ported— foolish ly  as we th ink— b y  A gnostics like  Mr. 
Samuel Laing and the Marquis o f Queensberry. Hero 
then the “  General ”  m ight show  the w orld  that he is 
really doing good. But is he able to do so ? Let us see.

W hen the social schem e o f Mr. B ooth  was projected, 
we pointed out its utter childishness, based upon a 
lam entable ignorance o f econom ics. Charity, w e said, 
is a good thing betw een man and man ; but, as a solu
tion  o f social problem s, it is worse than useless, being 
positively harm ful. It causes disturbance w ithout 
im provem ent. It gives a fallacious appearance o f 
progress to actual retrogression. W e took  the case o f 
m atch-m aking (no reference to the “  General’s ”  matri
monial bureau), and we pointed out that as the dem and 
for  matches was practically fixed, every b ox  that Mr. 
Booth sold in  the market w ould  shut out a box  m anu
factured by  some existing firm ; and, consequently, 
that every new  hand he found w ork  for  w ould  throw 
an old  hand out o f em ploym ent. Further, as Mr. 
Booth got all his capital fo r  nothing, and cou ld  pay his 
em ployees on the charitable p rin cip le—that is, sweat 
their labor—he w ould probably undersell in the 
market, and thus spread m isery and ruin around him.

This criticism  o f ours has been am ply justified. 
The same num ber o f the D a ily  Chronicle w h ich  re
ported Mr. Booth's long-w inded  speech at E xeter Hall 
also reported the protest o f the “ growers and traders 
in agricultural produce resident at D aw ’s Heath, 
Thundersley, Benfleet, R och ford , H ockley, R ayleigh, 
and other places contiguous to the Salvation A rm y 
Farm C olony at Hadleigh.”  The complainants declare 
that Mr. Booth’s unfair com petition , supported by  a 
practically inexhaustible charity fund, must end in 
“  the collapse or pauperism o f most o f us, creating at 
the same tim e a now  centre o f dem oralisation.”  “  Most 
o f us,” they pathetically continue, “  are the cultivators 
o f small plots o f land. For m any years antecedent to 
the establishment o f the co lon y  we have obtained a 
livelihood  by d int o f m uscle and energy. General 
Booth has reduced us to a condition  approaching 
destitution.”  Mr. Knight, the chairm an o f  the com 
plainants’ m eeting, adds that “ a few  independent 
inquiries on the spot w ould  dispel m uch o f the 
glorious halo with w h ich  the co lon y  schem e has 
been surrounded.”  W e have heard it stated that the 
locality has degenerated in  other respects. B ooth ’s

la m b s”  are not all that they should be, and the police 
force has had to be strengthened.

“  General ”  Booth w ill probably take no notice o f 
these complainants. Let them fall, i f  they must, under 
the car o f the Salvation Juggernaut. Happy if  they 
m inister to the “  General’s ”  g lory ! He is not m ercen
ary, say his admirers. W ell, perhaps n ot—though he 
is better off than he was, and there is som ething in the 
absolute control o f large sums o f m oney. But he is 
fond  o f pow er. He has a pride in “  running ”  the 
biggest one-man show. A nd  wo are very m uch m is
taken if  that pride w ill not harden him , m ore perhaps 
than a meaner passion, against the cries o f those w ho 
suffer from  his policy  o f aggrandisement.

G . W . F O O T E .
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RELIGION A N D  TH E  ROD.

One  o f  the most curious manifestations o f religious 
madness is the practice o f self-flagellation. Originat
ing in the com bined superstitions o f expelling  dem ons 
by thrashing them, and that blood is an acceptable 
offering to the deity or deities, it has extensively pre
vailed from  the most ancient times, and yet lingers in 
certain districts in our ow n day.

The custom o f the priests o f Baal cutting themselves 
“  after their m anper w ith  knives and lancets till the 
b lood  gushed out upon th e m ”  is m entioned in  the 
B ible (1 Kings xv iii. 28). Movers, in  his Phamccia  
(p. 681), thus describes a Syrian religious cerem ony : 
“ The priests and Galli, dressed like w om en with 
turbans, appear in a band. One w ho surpasses all in 
£he tonsure begins to prophesy w ith  sighing and 
groa n in g ; he publicly  laments for the sins he has 
com m itted, w hich  he w ill now  punish by chastisement 
o f the flesh. He takes the knotty scourge w hich  the 
Galli are accustom ed to carry, w hips his back, or cuts 
h im self with swords till the b lood  runs dow n. The 
w hole ends by  taking up a collection." This last item 
is important, not on ly  as show ing the sim ilarity o f 
these ancient devotees w ith  the Salvation A rm y o f 
to-day, but because it indicates that the flagellants 
were held to have done a public service by  lashing 
ev il spirits.

Note the sim ilarity o f the description o f the Chris
tian llagellants o f the M iddle A ges by  H erzog :—

“ At tho time of flagellation they selected a Equare, a 
churchyard, or field. Taking off their shoes and stockings, 
and forming a circle, they girded themselves with aprons, 
and laid down flat on the ground. Tho particular position 
or gesturo of each signified his chief sin [ ‘ They fell on their 
back, side, or belly, according to the nuture of their sin ’ 
( Chron., Thuring).]. Tho leader, then stepping over each 
one, touched them with tho whip, and bade them riso. As 
each was touchod they followed after the leader, and imi
tated him. Once all on their feet, tho flagellation began. 
Tho brethren went, two by two, around tho wholo circle, 
striking their backs till tho blood trickled down from tho 
wounds. Tho whip consisted of three thongs, each with four 
iron teeth. During tho flagellation a hymn was sung. After 
all had gone round tho circle, the wholo body again fell on 
tho ground, beating upon their breasts. On arising they 
flagellated themselves a second time. Whilo the brethren 
were putting on thoir clothes, a collection was taken up 
among tho audience.’ ’ *

The sect o f the Flagellants made their appearanco 
in  Italy during the tim e o f the Crusades. A s described 
in  an old  Paduan ch ron ic le : “  N oble as w ell as ignoble 
persons, young and old , even ch ildren  five years o f 
age, w ould  go naked about the streets w ithout any 
sense o f shame, w alking in public tw o and two, in  the 
manner o f a solem n procession. E very one o f them 
held in  his hand a scourge made o f leather thongs, 
and w ith tears and groans they lashed them selves on 
their backs till the b lood  ran.” D uring tho ravages o f 
the Black-Death (1348-51) this religious mania fo llow ed  
the plague through E urope. T he Flagellants marched 
from  tow n to tow n, girded w ith ropes or carrying 
spiked scourges, with w hich  they w ounded themselves, 
calling on the people to repent and do penance, for 
the day o f wrath was at hand. E veryw here troops o f 
men, wom en, and children fell into the ranks ; mothers 
w ou ld  even hold up their tender infants to have the 
devil expelled by  tho lashes o f the h oly  brotherhood.

These Flagellants, bo it observed, were on ly  putting 
into practice both the doctrine and the exam ple o f se lf
m ortification put forw ard b y  tho early monks. Their 
excesses were but the natural developm ent o f tho 
penitential features o f orthodox doctrine and dis
cip line, especially o f the belief that the wrath o f God 
could  be propitiated b y  self-inflicted punishm ent. In 
last century Father J. B. Thiers, in his reply to 
Boileau’s w ork  on the Flagellants, cites popes, saints, 
and fathers w ho recom m ended the d iscipline o f the 
rod, the baptism o f b lood , w hich  had been inflicted on 
our ow n K ing H enry II. in 1174. Dean Milrnan, in his 
L atin  C hristian ity  (b k . xi., ch. 2), sa y s : “  H ow  
entirely self-flagellation had becom e part o f sanctity 
appears from  its being the religious luxury o f  Louis 
IN . Peter Dam iani had taught it by  precept and

* Religious Encyclopedia, art. Flagellants.

example. D om inic, called the Curassier, had invented 
or popularised by  his fam e the usage o f singing psalms 
to the accom panim ent o f self-scourging. It had com e 
to have its stated value am ong works o f penance.”  It 
was the current religious teaching that y ears o f ordinary 
mortification m ight be condensed into the less trouble
some, i f  m ore painful, infliction o f the scourge. Yet, 
w hen the Flagellants spread and becam e a pow erful 
order, venturing to denounce the corruption o f tho 
priests and to usurp their em olum ents— w hich  was 
indeed laying hands upon the sacred ark— they were 
denounced by  a papal bu ll (Oct. 20, 1349), and in  m any 
places their leaders were put to the stake. They were, 
how ever, succeeded b y  the Brothers o f the Cross, and 
the B ianchi or w hite penitents, whose leaders were put 
to death in the Papal territory in 1399 ; w hile in 1414 
ninety-one Flagellants were burnt to death at Sangen- 
hausen.

But the d iscip line o f the rod continued as a penance 
in  the Church, and St. D om in ic was the great exem plar 
for  all disciples. One o f the most fervent o f these was 
H ardw ig, Duchess o f Poland, w ho, in  addition to the 
daily scourge, wore next her skin a cloth  that m angled 
her flesh. Margaret, daughter o f the K in g  o f H ungary, 
unlike the lady m entioned by  Boileau, who, desirous 
o f saving her soul w ithout spoiling her body, w hipped 
herself w ith  feathers, w ould not on ly  take the num ber 
o f stripes im posed by  her spiritual director, but asked 
for more ; w hile the fam ous Marie A ngélique re
quested a friend to provide her w ith  a strong country
wom an to flog her soundly.

In  his recent book, The L and  o f  Poco Tiempo, 1893, 
M r. C. F. Lum m is describes the practices o f the 
Penitent Brothers as they exist in M exico at the present 
day. He says (p. 81) : So late as 1891, a procession 
o f flagellants took  place w ith in  the lim its o f the United 
States —a procession in w hich voters o f this R epublic 
shredded their naked backs w ith savage whips, 
staggered beneath huge crosses, and hugged the mad
dening needles o f the cactus ; a procession w hich  
culm inated in  the flesh-and-blood crucifixion  o f an un
w orthy representative o f the Redeem er. N or was this 
an isolated horror. E very Good Friday, for m any 
generations, it has been a staple custom  to hold these 
barbarous rites in parts o f N ew  M exico.”  Mr. Lum m is 
was fortunate enough to witness, and even to photo
graph, a penitent procession and crucifixion , w hich  are 
reproduced in his book. It was not w ithout risk. He 
says : “  It is w ell, how ever, to cultivate secretiveness. 
W oe to h im  if, in seeing, he shall be seen ! A  sharp- 
edged kn ife  or flint shall be over curious o f his back, 
and across its b loody autograph a hundred fearful 
lashes shall lift  their purpling wales in  barbarous hint 
to him , henceforth  to keep a curb betw een the teeth o f 
his inquisitiveness.”

The Penitent Brothers not on ly  flagellate themselves 
to expel their ow n sins, but select, by lot, a brother to 
be crucified and bear the sins corporate. On the 
occasion described by  Mr. Lum m is the victim  was 
on ly  lashed to a cross. “ A lw ays before, up to this 
very year, the victim  had been nailed to the cross by 
great spikes through hands and feet, and the death o f a 
Penitent during the crucifixion  was by no means raro.”  
But the new  Superior was more intelligent and humane 
than his predecessors, and drew  the line at nailing, 
despite the appeals o f the victim  not to be dishonored 
by a lighter agony. In  addition to tho self-flagellation 
w hich the brothers inflict as they march in procession, 
this Suuerior marked their backs w ith a Hint knife 
thrice across, and then “  cross hatched ”  them thrice up 
and dow n. T hey  were no mere scratches, but long, 
bleeding cuts. This is tho official seal o f the order, 
and is annually renewed.

Mr. Lum m is says : “ U ntil recently there were also 
fem ale penitents ; and up to 1886 there dw elt in San 
Mateo fu lly  ten w om en w ho w hipped their bare backs, 
wore cactus thorns in  thoir loose shoes, and w ound 
their legs with ropes and wire till the blood stopped ; 
practices w hich  still obtain am ong the men. Other 
com m on form s o f penance are to lie dow n before the 
church and request worshippers to walk over them 
and.k ick  them ; or to crawl on hands and knees along 
a path paved w ith  cactus.”

L ife  is becom ing so hum anised, that is secularised,
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that early manifestations o f religion appear so absurd 
and atrocious as to be w ell nigh incredible. It is 
therefore w ell to put on record such interesting 
survivals as those witnessed by Mr. L um m is. T hey 
show how  dangerous a disorder is religion  w hen 
unm odified b y  secular com m on sense.

J. M. W heeler.

TR U E  P R O T E S T A N T IS M .

Protestantism, properly understood and consistently 
acted upon, deserves the warm est support o f all w ho 
take an interest in the progress o f the hum an race. It 
is based upon a sound princip le, but unfortunately the 
m anner in w h ich  it has been practically defined by  the 
various Churches has robbed it o f  its prim itive force 
and deprived it o f  its real genius. The term Protestant
ism  originated at the D iet o f Spires in 1529, an 
assem bly in  w hich  there was m uch difference of 
op in ion  as to the desirability o f entirely separating 
from  the Rom an Catholic Church. The m ajority there 
present were disposed to cru cify  the R eform ed M ove
m ent at its very inception ; and the first step they 
took to carry out their desire was to propose the abro
gation o f the Toleration A ct o f 1526 The m inority  
in the assembly strongly resisted this attempt, and they 
put on record the fo llow in g  protest :—“  Our acquired 
right is that the decree o f 1526 remains in force until 
a council ca' be convened. Up to this time the decree 
has maintuine the peace, and we protest against its 
abrogation.”

Such was the origin  o f the w ord Protestantism ; but 
the history o f the religious m ovem ent that has always 
been associa'ed w ith  it may ba dated from  1517, when 
Luther published his theses at W ittenburg. This was 
fo llow ed  by  a separation from  the “  M other Church ”  
o f  those w ho desired to establish a distinct organi
sation and a new form ula o f faith. In 1515 the 
C ouncil o f  Trent sanctioned the issue o f the decree 
that authorised the separation from  the Rom an 
Catholic Church. Tracing Protestantism from  that 
date, in various countries and under various political 
and other conditions, we find the conceptions o f it 
d iffering according to the country and period w hen 
and where it was professed. T o such an extent did 
this difference obtain that it is difficult to state in 
precise terms what its exact and distinctive organi
sation, doctrines, and d iscip line originally were. If, 
how ever, we d iv ide its m any stages o f developm ent, we 
m ay arrive at certain general conclusions, though wo 
can discover bo precise agreement. In  the progress o f 
the R eform  m ovem ent we recognise three phases as to 
its organisation, its doctrines, and its discipline. These 
phases are : (1) Its proposal to reform  the practices of 
the Church, w hich  was then adm ittedly in a corrupt 
condition . (2) Its proposal to reform  the doctrines of 
the Church by  the restoration o f what was believed  to 
be the teachings o f the Prim itive Church, w hich  had 
been lest in tlio faith o f the M iddle Ages. (3) Its pro
posal to establish what is now  know n as the right o f 
private judgm ent. This was really an entire re
pudiation o f the established authority upon matters o f 
opin ion . It was a new  departure, that ushered in the 
reign o f Protestant freedom , and that broke dow n the 
suprem acy o f Catholicism.

This new  departure afforded a grand opportunity 
for the application o f one o f the noblest principles that 
ever adorned the tem ple o f liberty. W e mean the 
princip le o f private ju d g m e n t; but, a la s ! no sooner 
was it propounded in  theory than it was ignored in 
practice. U nfortunately, m any o f the Protestant 
leaders were from  the first but half-hearted men. 
Luther and M elancbthon took the side o f the B ible 
against the astronomical discoveries o f Copernicus and 
Galileo. They were but half-form ed characters—men 
not w holly  free from  the evil influences o f  their early 
religious and orthodox training. The result was that, 
although they claim ed private judgm ent for them 
selves, they denied that right to others. Earl Russell 
says, in his H istory  o f  R elig ion : “  The fault o f Luther 
was, that in the beginning o f liis m ighty contest he 
attempted to erect a new  Church, to cover it w ith

som ething like in fa llib ility , and to defend  i t  b y  per- 
secution.”  H allam  also bbserves : “  W e must not b| 
m isled b y  the idea that Luther contended fo r  freedom  
o f inqu iry and boundless privilege o f ind ividual ju d g 
m ent.”  This was the inconsistency that m arred the 
effects o f the Reform ation o f  the sixteenth century. 
Then it was that through the revival o f  learning at thé 
Renaissance— and especially through the invention  o f 
prin ting—a great im petus was im parted to the hum an 
m ind. The lim its beyond w hich  the Rom an Church 
had for  centuries prohibited  any advance, on pain of 
the axe, the rack, the dungeon, and the stake, were 
now  overstepped by  the aspiring, em ancipated intellect. 
Those old  landmarks o f the lim its o f form er inqu iry  
were now  justly  despised, as the m em orials o f barbarian 
ignorance ; and an appeal was made from  the dogmas 
o f sacerdotal authority to hum an nature,hum an science, 
and hum an thought. Intellect again asserted its supre
m acy, as it had o f old  tim e in  Greece and Rom e. A 
bright and radiant future was before it ; it stood as it 
were upon an elevation, from  w hich  it cou ld  take a 
w ide and an enlightened survey o f the com plicated 
interests o f life . The master-spirits o f the age soon 
proclaim ed their deliverance from  an irrational and a 
degrading bondage, and dem anded—nay, com m anded 
— the nations o f the European w orld  to com e out o f 
the darkness, the Egyptian bondage o f old  Rom e's 
superstitions, to emancipate them selves, to assert the 
d ignity  o f their nature, and to restore the purity o f thé 
early Christian faith. The new  m ovem ent really 
meant a revolt from  Rom e, a rebellion  against sacer
dotalism, and the assertion before the w orld  o f the 
grand m axim , that thought is free :- It isugreatly to be 
regretted that Protestants have not been true to their 
principles o f freedom , and that they should have 
endeavored, w ith the aid o f persecution, to lim it that 
liberty w hich  is the birthright o f all I f  the princip le 
o f true free inqu iry  is once given  to the w orld , and 
once admitted by m ankind, ic is absurd and illogical 
for  any new  “ m in ister”  to attempt to forge new 
intellectual shackles, or to say to the hum an m ind, 
“  Thus far shalt thou com e, bnt no further !” W hoever 
is opposed to this right is an enem y to hum an freedom . 
As M ilton has written : —

This is true liborty, when free-born mon,
Having to adviso tho public, may speak free ;
Which ho who can, and will, deserves high praise ; 
Who neither can, nor will, may hold his peace:
What can be justcr in a State than this ?

True Protestantism, w h ile  decla im ing that all 
persecution for d isbelief is unjust, proclaim s that all 
mem bers o f the com m unity should have the un
fettered right both to form  and to utter those opinions 
w hich  appear, to their m inds, to accord with truth and 
reason. It is a rebellion  against coercion  and priestly 
dom ination. It is to the fact that this v iew  o f 
Protestantism has been generated in the m inds o f the 
people that Buckle attributes the progress o f liberty. 
It seems to ns that Secular Freethought is tho on ly 
logical outcom e of private judgm ent. The Protestant
ism o f the Churches, in its conflict w ith more advanced 
thought, never possessed the fu ll courage o f its ow n 
convictions. The Reform ers saw clearly enough that 
their principle o f private judgm ent cou ld  result on ly  
in absolute freedom  o f thought, and, like unw ise men, 
they were foolish  enough to regret it. This is w hy 
orthodox Protestantism is opposed to m odern thought, 
w hen that is antagonistic to revelation ; this is w hy 
Dissent is a nonentity, being neither orthodoxy nor 
Freethought.

In  the “  good  old  days,”  before science had 
demonstrated the fo lly  o f the belie f in w itchcraft ; 
w hen old  ladies, w ith  a taste for  equestrian exercise, 
turned their broom sticks into steeds, and went gaily  
careering around the m oon on dark w inter nights, and 
were supposed to hold daily intercourse w ith  his 
m ajesty o f tho low er regions ; . in that m uch-to-be- 
regretted age o f faith there lived  a great and pow erful 
magician. This gentlem an knew  a secret by w hich  he 
alleged that he could , at any mom ent, sum m on K ing 
Beelzebub from  below , and com pel h im  to do his 
bidding. The m agician had an apprentice, w ho had a 
most unconquerable spirit o f  curiosity. This youngster 
one day listened at tho keyhole o f his master’ s sanctum, 
and learned the great secret o f raising the D evil. The



332 THE FREETHINKER. May 27, 1894.

next day the m agician w ent out to take a constitu
tional, and the boy  seized the opportunity o f  doing a 
little business on his ow n account. H e perform ed the 
necessary incantations, and, lo and behold ! the D evil 
came up at his b idd ing . But, horror o f horrors ! the 
boy  got terrified at the sight o f  11 Old N ick  ”  with 
horns, hoofs, and tail, and he wanted the gentleman in 
black to retire b y  the w ay he had com e. But this 
cou ld  not be accom plished, and the D evil remained, 
sadly to the discom fort o f the poor lad. The 
adventurous little fe llow  knew  the secret o f raising 
the D evil, but he d id  not kn ow  the still more 
important one o f how  to lay him .

The application of this story bears d irectly  upon 
orthodox Protestantism. The Spirit o f  Free Inquiry, 
the most pow erful o f all spirits, had been raised by 
Luther, Calvin, and o th ers ; it proved too potent for 
them, and they sought vain ly to put it to sleep again. 
H ow  futile was this endeavor m ay be seen b y  all who 
open their eyes to the truth, w ho care to acknow ledge 
things as they are to-day. The unfettered intellect has 
refused to thrust its lim bs into new  fetters; it has gone 
on from  discovery to d iscov ery ; it has tested the value 
o f  the very  cardinal doctrines o f orthodox Christianity 
— tested them  and found them  worthless. A ll our 
present enlightenm ent we ow e to true Protestantism as 
interpreted by  Secular Freethought. It must be 
repeated that it is not to these, w ho on ly  dissent from  
the Bom an Catholic Church, that we are indebted for 
our advancem ent in  science and art and our increased 
measure o f mental freedom . True, they secured free
dom  from  the old  form s o f  theology ; but they sought 
to enforce other form s w hich , to m any persons, were 
equally objectionable. W e have had religious Protes
tantism for  three centuries ; but it is only during the 
last hundred years that rapid progress has been made 
towards a high civilisation, and this is the very period 
in w hich  Secular Freethought has existed and m ani
fested its pow er. Our gratitude is really duo to the 
true Freethinkers w hose Protestantism has always 
meant a deep-rooted aversion to every pow er w hich  
presumed to hold  inqu iry in  check , or to keep reason in 
oboyance ; to the grand martyrs w ho, like V anini, 
Bruno, Voltaire, and Paine, cared noth ing for the 
ob loquy and abuse o f  society in  com parison w ith  
their devotion to liberty and truth.

Charges  W a t t s .

M RS. G R U N D Y ’S PR O TE ST.

I t  w ill perhaps be rem em bered that a few  weeks ago 
w e review ed in  these colum ns, at som e length, a 
remarkable article by  Mr. Grant A llen  w hich  appeared 
in  the F ortn igh tly  R eview . It was hardly to be 
expected that such a vigorous w hole-souled onslaught 
on the ascetic superstition— w hich  lies at the root o f 
the Christian superstition— w ould pass w ithout chal
lenge. T o  hear it bluntly and straightly set forth that 
pleasure is the sane and proper end o f  man, and that 
self-repression in  itself is in jurious and evil, w ould 
have been too m uch w ithout poor Mrs. G rundy m aking 
som e sort o f protest. A nd  so, in the Gontemj>orary 
R eview  for  May, Mrs. Grundy, in  the person o f Mr. 
Frederick G reenw ood— an interesting personation, lot 
it be said— has her retort.

It w ould  be im pertinent, and certainly nothing is 
further both from  our intention and ability  than, to 
oven seem to defend, in  these pages, Mr. A llen  against 
Mr. G reenw ood. I f  M r. A llen  thinks Mr. Greenw ood’s 
article calls for a rep ly—a contingency w h ich , we 
frankly adm it, seoms to us dou btfu l— we are sure he 
w ill be quite oqual to tho task. But as Mr. Greon- 
w ood ’s criticism  is somewhat general, and seems so 
w ell to illustrate the barren character o f the opposition 
to Secularism and thé Secularist ideal, it may w ell be 
noticed here w ithout any im m odesty.

Mr. G reenw ood prefaces his article by  a parable 
about a lady novelist w ho has for husband an artist. 
T he lady has written a novel w hich  is a com m ercial 
failure ; and her husband suggests that, as they are 
heavily in debt, she should “  change her line ”  and 
“  go w ith the times ” — w hich, according to Mr. Green-

w ood, means im itating “  several ladies w hose enter
prise in  blasphem y, and whose revelations o f the 
‘ fem ale animal,’ are said to have made them  very 
com fortable, even rich .”  The lady retorts b y  suggest
ing to her husband that he should devote h im self to 
designing colored prints for  the Paris market. F inally, 
however, she yields, writes an “  up-to-date ”  novel, 
and then throws herself on her knees to ask forg ive
ness from  her ch ildren  for  their m other’s “  shame.”  
It w ill be noticed  that tw o interesting lessons are 
unfolded  in this parable— firstly, that the m odern 
psychological novel is a pandering to bestiality, and, 
secondly, that it is written because bestiality pays. 
And the on ly  legitim ate inferences w ou ld  seem to be 
that Mr. Grant A llen , in  w riting his article on “  The 
N ew H edonism ,”  was playing to the “ gu tter” ; that 
the F ortn igh tly  R eview  in  publishing the article, was 
doing the same ; that Mr. A llen  wrote so because o f 
the m oney he received from  the proprietors o f the 
R eview , w ho are also evidently  involved  in  the w hole 
in iquity . N ow , to insinuate—at the start o f a dis
cussion— that your opponent is a low , m oney-grabbing 
pander may be the p ink o f anti-H edonist perfection, 
it m ay even be “ d e lica te” — and Mr. G reenw ood is, as 
we shall see, an authority on delicacy— but it certainly 
strikes the ordinary reader as grossly bad taste, to use 
the very m ildest expression ; w hilst it is questionable 
whether such a preface does not put its author com 
pletely out o f  court in a controversy w ith civilised  
people.

And what, then, is the kernel o f r. G reenw ood’s 
article? It is one long shriek ab„ .t d e ce n cy ”  and 
“ delicacy.” H e sa y s : “ I f  a ma > were to address 
the com pany at a dinner-table (say at an hotel table 
d'hote, w h ich  is public in  m uch the same sense that a 
R eview  is) in  the language that is used here [in  Mr. 
Grant A llen ’s article], he w ould  certainly be bidden 
out o f  the room , and w ould  probably be thrown ou t.” 
W aiving for  the m om ent the question whether Mr. 
A llen ’s article cou ld  not be read publicly , does Mr. 
G reenw ood seriously mean that nothing should be 
written anywhere w hich  cou ld  not be recited aloud in 
the draw ing-room  ? I f  so, h9 ought to begin  w ith  the 
greatest offenders, and for choice we suggest he starts 
w ith  the B ible. The idea, how ever, o f  a Christian, 
w ho holds the B ible to be “  the w ord o f G od,” being 
shocked at the healthy, beautiful prose o f Mr. Grant 
A llen  is enough to make the very gods them selves 
sm ile. Y et one really feels for poor Mr. Greenw ood. 
W hat a thing it is to have such a sense o f “  delicacy ”  ! 
H e must be shocked when he reads Shakespeare or 
S h e lle y ; w hilst, o f  course, W alt W hitm an, o f w hom  
evidently  Mr. Grant A llen  is a disciple, must, in  Mr. 
G reenw ood’s eyes, be positively lew d.

Tho picture, however, o f  the blushing young damsel 
o f tender years innocently  taking up the F ortn igh tly  
R eview — it is a style o f literature w hich , we gather, is 
devoured b y  young sch ool-g irls—and stum bling across 
Mr. A llen ’s “  H edonism ,”  and being thereby shocked, 
is interesting, but hardly convincing. W e fear Mr. 
G reenw ood must try again.

But, really, lest it should be thought from  all this 
that there is som ething questionable in  Mr. Grant 
A llen ’s article, it is on ly  fair to say that there is not a 
line w hich  anyone but the most affected prude cou ld  
take offence at. W e read the article through tw ice, 
we copied  out several extracts for these colum ns; since 
reading Mr. G reenw ood ’s article w e have re-read the 
latter part o f Mr. A llen ’s, and really we utterly fail to 
see the slightest suggestion o f indelicacy. Out upon 
such m awkish h u m b u g ! Soon it w ill becom e an  
“  indecency ”  w ith M rs. Grundy to h int that there is 
such a thing as sex at all.

Mr. G reenw ood, o f course, glorifies self-sacrifice in 
the approved orthodox vein— it is not a superhuman 
task to perform  in  a com fortable arm -chair— and he 
calls H edonism  Carcase-Worship. But, to put the 
thing in  concrete form , we may inquire, W ould Mr. 
G reenw ood wish or allow  his house to go on fire so 
that firemen should have an opportunity o f show ing 
their self-3acrifice ? W ou ld  he desire his w ife  or 
ch ildren  to fall into the river so that othor people 
m ight display their courage in rescuing them ? Self- 

| sacrifice in  these cases is a necessary thing. Surgeons
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and hospitals are necessary things. But w ould  it not 
be better i f  there were no need for the surgeons and 
the firem en and the hospitals ? T hey are not good in 
them selves— and that was all Mr. A llen ’s point. And 
just as he w ho w ould  educate people as to the structure 
o f their ow n bodies, and thereby lessen the w ork  w hich  
the hospitals had to perform , w ould  be a greater bene
factor than he w ho m erely babbled about the g lory  o f 
surgery ; so is the philosopher, w ho teaches that self
developm ent is greater than self-sacrifice, above h im  
w ho m erely indulges in  cheap heroics about the 
“  spiritual ”  value o f suffering, w hich  he him self, in  all 
likelihood, w ill never be called on to endure.

Fre d e r ic k  Ry a n .

THE DEVIL AND H IS ANGELS.

M a n y  Christians, who have become civilised by Free- 
thought to the extent of calling themselves “  Rationalists,”  
say that “  the Devil is only a metaphorical character, and 
those who ‘ were possessed of the Devil ’ were mad or had 
hysteric fits. When Jesus was tempted of the Devil in 
the wilderness, he was only fighting with good and bad 
thoughts which alternately possessed him—such were the 
eastern metaphors and oriental figures then in use.”

But will they tell us how an eastern metaphor got into 
•the skin of a snake and tempted mother Eve ? or had the 
old lady a fit of hysteria ? And did a hysterical fit bring 
“  death into the world, and all our woe, with loss of 
Eden”  ? n ow  did this fit, metaphor, or figure (2 Samuel 
xxiv. 1 says it was the Lord), stand up against Israel and 
provoke David to number the Israelites ?— to have a census; 
or was it a “  gathering of the clans ”  ? And bow, “  when the 
sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, 
Satan ” — an eastern metaphor— “ came also among them ”  ? 
Jesus on a certain occasion was said to have cast out devils 
by the prince of devils— that is, he cast out oriental figures 
by the prince of eastern metaphors ; and his father, the bon 
d ieu —who in some mysterious manner is himself, for the 
father and he are one —has an everlasting bonfire prepared 
for the eastern metaphor and his oriental figures. How 
did Jesus cast out a legion of oriental figures from the 
gentleman who lived among the tombs? How did the 
figures enter the bodies of the swine ? And what became 
of them when the porkers were drowned in the sea ?

No “ good man of G od ” who is in receipt of a few 
thousand pounds per annum for managing and directing a 
government soul-curiDg factory (an “ establishment” in 
which souls are cured and saved from smoking by being 
“  washed in a fountain filled with blood ” — an altogether 
more lucrative business than so/c-curing by  smoking) 
believes in or teaches the existence of a personal Devil now. 
In this age of learning and culture, that kind of low con
juring is entirely left to some ignorant flapdoodle of a sky- 
pilot, who acts as chief clown to a back-street gospel-shop. 
He knows all about the “ imp of darkness” ; he can even 
tell you the color of his complexion, and the number and 
length of his horns. The prince of hell and the puppet of 
the pulpit are “  unco’ pack and thick th’ gither” — between 
them there exists a good understanding. The ecclesiastical 
“  Joe Grimaldi ”  screams, roars, and shouts; thumps the 
big Bible, and knocks the dust out of the crimson woolsack 
■whereon it lies. He frightens the children and terrifies 
the old women of both sexes, until, hypnotised, they hear 
the rattling of the chains and the clinking of the fetters. 
But he hears the rattle of the “  dirty bawbees ”  as they go 
tumbling into his collection-plate— money which would be 
infinitely better spent by the poor and pious “  hearers ”  on 
food and clothing, or in travelling to the coast or country, 
where they would hear the music of the waves or the 
chants of the birds, far from the evangelistic corrugated 
tin-box of feeble, pale-faced fools, who are howling forth :

The Devil and l can't agree;
1 hate him, and he hates me.

The truth of the matter is, the more enlightened Chris
tians—if they only had the honesty to own it—are heartily 
ashamed of the Devil. They now want to get rid of him. 
But how they can possibly “  cut ”  him, without cutting out 
the above and many like passages from the "inspired 
w ord” — to which no one can add, or from which no one 
can take one jot or tittle, without being in danger of eternal 
damnation (Rev. sxii. 18, 10)—we Freethinkers do not

know. A  personal Devil has been one of the strongest 
pillars of priestcraft. The wily shepherds used the old 
bogie to frighten their timid sheep from the green pastures 
of Freethought, and until the general spread of education 
they succeeded tolerably well.

Now they are afraid to trot him out into the light of 
science. He won’t bear inspection; he is like all other 
“  botched-up ”  things— passable only in the dark. But the 
Dark Ages are gone. Knowledge has fired her torch, and 
holds it up to enlighten the world. The learned priests 
now say that they never had a personal D evil; they won’t 
own him. Poor old fellow 1— he is only a “  figure of 
speech.”  J ohn Sa m u e l .

ODDS AN D  ENDS.
From  a F r e e t h in k e r ’s No te -book .

T he  question as to the utility of religion should be post
poned until the settlement of the question, “  Is it true ?”

Credulity is far from harmless when it is mistaken for a 
virtue.

Whately justly remarked that if the question, “  What is 
true ?” be asked only in the second place, it may receive a 
different answer from what it would if it had been asked in 
the first place.

Most people have no better title to their beliefs than to 
their property— inheritance.

Light and fresh air are the great purifiers of the 
intellectual and moral, as of the physical, atmosphere.

Modern democratic teaching is in blank antagonism to 
the double doctrine which Jesus taught to his disciples. 
“  Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom 
of God : but unto them that are without, all these things 
are done in parables, that seeing they may see and not 
perceive ; and hearing they may hear and not understand, 
lest at any time they should be converted, and their 
sins should be forgiven them.”

What sort of political economy is exhibited by the lord 
of the vineyard, in one of Jesus’ s parables? H e hires a 
lot of men to work for him. Some work all day, others 
but an hour ; but he pays them the same as those who have 
borne the burden and heat of the day. The injured ones 
grumble, but he silences them by saying he can do at will 
with his ow n ! This is the teaching of a slave-master.

If there be a God, what can man be but his slave ?
Dr. Johnson once spoke of throwing a man out of a 

window, and recommending him to fall soft. That is 
exactly what the Theist’s God does. H e endows man with 
certain desires, aptitudes, and then tells him not to do what 
ie knows he must do. He asks us not to fall, when he 
knows as he throws us out that we cannot help falling.

Punishment, other than as a reforming agency, is a sign 
of human barbarism. H ow discreditable must it then be in 
a deity.

Some one wrote an account of a bull-fight “  from the 
bull’s point of view.”  What is wanted is the story of 
evolution from the standpoint of those crushed out in the 
struggle.

W e must consider God as a man, and give him human 
ideas, having none other wh3rewith to endow him. W e 
must treat him as one of ourselves, or as an unintelligible 
abstraction.

The oldest of criminals is God Almighty. Look at the 
contrivances for pain, disease, and death. But even he 
seems slowly improving. The terrible eruptions and 
monsters of the past have given way to milder forms. 
God seems, like the earth, to be cooling down, even to the 
point of extinction.

God is the party who always moves off at the advance 
of science, and forgets to leave his address.

Secularism subtly underlies even the profession of 
religion. A  true religionist would subordinate the world 
to God, and retire from it to make his salvation sure. 
Many a person who pretends to be seeking mansions in the 
sky is really seeking repose and comfort here below.

The full earnings o f 200,000 men at £ 2  per week each 
would not cover the cost of religion in England. And yet, 
with the sum of twenty millions spent to maintain a 
buttress for the privileged classes, people wonder that 
there should be poverty.
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: What nonsense is written about being launched into 
eternity. If there is an eternity, we are in it now.

The seeking1 of happiness in a future life is a confession 
that it is not found now. The best cure for religious 
mania is human love and human joy. W ere this world 
happy, heaven would be left, as Heine says, to the angels 
and the sparrows.

The vain service of a God who needs nothing cannot be 
considered harmless while it takes the place of the needed 
service of humanity.

Morality founded on religion is a house built on sand.
The.iBflufnpe.Qf superstition, inculcated in childhood, lies 

often deeper than we know. Edmond Scherer, the French 
critic who was professor of Biblical exegesis at Geneva, 
said it took him fifteen years to emancipate himself from 
the old clerical habit of assuming a supernatural, and then 
proceeding to build thereon an elaborate theology.

Uncle Benjamin .

THIS WORLD IS WISER THAN IT WAS.

T his world is w iser than it was
When throne and pulpit wore as one ;
Ere Freethoujjht’s work was just begun,

And pope and prince held common cause.

The timo is past of which wo read,
When priest could play the assassin’s part—
The wife with child beneath her heart 

Be butchered for her husband’s creed.

And yet the spirit is the same;
The fires of Smithfield smoulder still,
The way is wanting, not tho will,

To fan tho slumbering coals to flame.

Our statute books are stained by laws 
That make our honest thought a crime ;
That couple Freethonght’s aim sublimo 

With moral filth's corrupting cause.

Tho hand of persecution smites 
Our noblest leaders—men of brain,
Who work for universal gain,

And wage the war o f human rights.

Then let the lamp of Truth bo trimmed,
Let growing strength allay onr fears ;
The light that beams from coming years 

Illumes the eye by tear-drops dimmed.

And hopeful hearts shall hail the timo 
When Church and State clasp hands no more, 
When Eight shall reign the nation o’or,

And thought and word and action rhyme.
G. E. Macdonald.

(  Written at the time o f  D. M. Bennett'a tentence, May 31,1879.)

ACID DROPS.
An anonymous Christian, with more money than sense, 

pays for a lorig advertisement in the Times against the 
“  Higher Critics.”  Ho calls for an alteration in the constitu
tion of the British and Foreign Bible Society, so as to provent 
anyone from sitting on the Committee, or holding an office, 
who either privately or publicly repudiates ‘ ‘ tho plenary in
spiration of God’s Word written.” This sort of thing is 
good business for the Times. It will not help the played-out 
doctrine of Inspiration.

Mr. Joaiah Nix, who dates from a swell house in Qower- 
street, calls for 100 young men filled with the Holy Ghost 
and able to sing solos and distribute tracts ; for £60  for a 
tent; and for provisions of all kinds, together with tracts 
and portions of the gospel, to take down to the Derby and 
ineet the devil on his own ground. These gentlemen are 
very fond of meeting the adversary of sou’s on his own 
ground. It is usually much more pleasant than on their own.

A  telegram from Rome says a party of Jesuits at Placentia 
announced for the last day of their visit a grand auto tlefo  of 
works by infidels which they proposed to burn bsforo tho !

church. The Prefect forbade this, and the people of the 
town organised a counter demonstration. The Jesuits limited 
their work to destroying Zola’s works, which they did amid 
the cries and jeers of a crowd of five thousand people. The 
crowd afterwards marched to the house of the Bishop, under 
whose windows they cried, “ Long live Gariba'di 1 Down 
with the Bishop 1 Down with the Jesuits!”  Then the crowd 
dispersed. ____

History repeats itself. Christianity— that is, real Chris
tianity— always hated science, art, and secular literature. In 
the old days it burnt, and otherwise destroyed or suppressed, 
the books that were not “  godly.”  We are not surprised, 
therefore, to hear that the Salvation Army in Dunedin, New 
Zealand, has made a grand holocaust of novels by such 
authors as Walter Besant, Louis Stevenson. Mark Twain, 
Bret Harte, Charles Eeade, and Eudyard Kipling. After 
burning books comes burning men, but the Salvationists are 
not likely to enjoy that luxury.

Eev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D., of New York, once allowed a 
woman to speak in his pulpit. For this awful crime he was 
duly reproved by his church, and he promised never to do it 
again. So deeply, indeed, did he lay the lesson to heart that 
he has recently told a meeting of “  society ” women that 
civil duties ought not to be imposed upon their sex, for a 
reason that “  delicacy allows us only to hint at.”  As this 
reason was simply that women are liable to be mothers, Dr. 
Cuyler’s “  delicacy”  is of a very hypersensitive character.

Mrs. Williams, wife of an ex-attorney general of the 
United States, is the head of a new sect in Oregon. She 
claims that God speaks through her, and, considering some of 
the nonsense in the Bible, we do not dispute her pretension. 
After the fashion of Jesus Christ, she recommends fasting. 
She says it deadens the passions, so that married people will 
desire to live apart, and young people will have no wish to 
marry. This will depopulate the world in a single genera
tion, but “  do you not know,” says Mrs. Williams, “  that the 
millennium is at hand?”  Mrs. W. will probably be in a 
lunatio asylum before it arrives.

Some people are too fond of the Blood of Christ— like the 
nigger who, on taking the communion for the first time, 
emptied the cup, and exclaimed, “ Fdl ’im up again, Massa; 
me lab Jesus.”  According to tho Christian World, a 
Brooklyn rector rebuked his congregation for a similar pro
pensity. “  Instead of taking a sip,”  he said, “  there are 
some who insist on taking good-sized drinks.”  The remedy 
for this excess seems to be thirteen-shilling port. A sip of 
it is as good as a mouthful. Better.

“  The Bible as a Barrier ”  is the significant heading of a 
correspondence in the Christian World. One letter is quite 
startling. The writer says that the Bible itself has made 
many young men he knows Agnostics. lie  objects to the 
“  Old Testament stories of blood and fire and adultery." Ha 
says that the four gospels should be kept apart from it, and 
that it should only he kept “  for proofs ” — whatever that 
means. By-and-bye, at this rate, we shall have New Testa
ment Christians and Old Testament Christians. Anyhow, it 
is good to sea Christians ashamed of their “  blessed book.”  
And if the Old Testament goes to-morrow, the New Testament 
will go the day after. Then the Christians will swear, like 
Peter, that they never knew i t ; and some day, perhaps, a 
Christian divine will prove that no such book ever existed.

The New Jerusalem has at last descended to earth, and is 
now on view at Messrs. Streeter’s, the jewellers, 18 New 

I Oxford-street. There are the twelve gates of pearls and 
twelve different precious stones as the foundation. There is 
also, surmounting the jewelled city, a Lamb and diamonds. 
Despite this horrid blasphemy, Canon Benham attended last 
week at the jewellers’ show and gave an address descriptive 
of the holy city and the stones.

While Booth has been boasting of his triumphs at Exeter 
Hall, Sir John Bridge, at the adjacent Bow-street Police 
Court, has been saying that the Salvation Army public shelter 
ought to be indicted as a public nuisance.

The small cultivators in the villages of South Essex near 
“  General ” Booth’s farm colony complain that their vegetable 
trade is utterly ruined by his underselling. ThiB is one of



May 27, 1894. THE FREETHINKER. 335

the evils we remarked in our criticism upon the General’ s 
scheme of Social Salvation, and which, apparently, has not 
been guarded against either in the farm colony or in the 
Salvation workshops in town.

Booth has great promises for the world. He says that all 
the young members of the Salvation Army shall be taught 
music, and sound the gospel abroad with drums and trumpets. 
Those with sensitive ears will then ask, in agony, if life is 
indeed worth living.

The Rev. Philip Fletcher, of Caterham, Surrey, editor of 
the Weekly Register, is Master of a Guild of Our Lady of 
Ransom, which is declared to be “  under the Heavenly 
Patronage of our Lady, S. Gregory, and the Blessed English 
Martyrs,”  who of course have given Mr. Fletcher leave to use 
their names. The object of the Guild is “  To ransom souls 
from the captivity of Error in this world, and of Purgatory in 
the next.”  And its special intention is “  The conversion of our 
own country in general, and of individuals in particular.” 
Its conductors mean business, for they declare that “  It is 
becoming the custom of Ransomers to subscribe to have a 
weekly, fortnightly, or monthly Mass said by their parish 
priest, for the conversion of England. This custom is 
strongly commended.”  Evidently the Guild is run to bring 
grist to the priestly mill.

Jews and Catholics have been complaining that, in the 
German Hospital at Dilston, Church of England services are 
held in the wards. These attempts at proselytism among 
the sick and infirm are peculiarly contemptible, and, if con
tinued, will alienate many subscribers to an otherwise 
beneficent charity.

The Catholic Redemptionist priests at Lochee anathema
tised the shebeeners from the pulpit. A woman who is said 
to have said that if they cursed her she would hurl the curse 
back, is reported to have become so excited over the matter 
that several days afterwards she gave signs of mental aberra
tion, and, this disease rapidly developing, she had to be taken 
to a lunatic asylum. Another instance of the power of 
religion.

The Guardian (May 18), in a very careful notice of Mrs. 
Besant’s Autobiography, says : “  Her work has been that of 
a helper, not an originator. She has been given other 
people’s ideas, has quickly assimilated them, and used them 
with extraordinary dramatic power. She shows no original 
capacity for criticism or thought. She is the interpreter, 
not the author; the executant, not the composer. A mind 
like this must have a stronger one to lean on, a leader to 
follow, and we find that this has invariably been the case. 
In early years, as was natural, it was her mother, and her 
benefactor, Miss Marriott; then it was Thomas Scott, then 
Charles Eradlaugh, then Madame Blavatsky.”

“  If anyone,”  the Guardian continues, “  is in doubt as to 
the smallness of the part which intellect and reason have 
played in shaping the course of Mrs. Besant’s life compared 
with the influence of the emotions, he has only to read her 
own account of her meeting with Madame Blavatsky and, 
after transcribing the passage, it asks : “  Did any one effect 
a religious revolution in her own soul less under the influence 
of intellectual conviction, and more under that of a dominant 
personality ?”

The reviewer further points out that the judgments of 
two very opposite discerners of character were alike on Mrs. 
Besant. ”  You are full of intellectual pride,”  said Dr. 
Pusey, if the somewhat grotesque account of the interview 
with him is to be trusted. “  Child, you are as proud as 
Lucifer,”  said Madame Blavatsky to her when she had deter
mined to become a Theosophist. It is not likely,”  says 
the reviewer, “  that two such good judges of human nature 
should agree to be wrong.”  _

Captain Hamilton Bower, in his Diary o f  a Journey across 
Thibet, records no encounter with Mahatmas, but has a poor 
opinion of their countrymen. He says : “  The character of 
all the Tibetans, settled and nomadic, is much the same : 
cowardly, faithless, and immoral.”  The Lamas, he declares, 
in whose hands they are mere slaves, rule them with a red of 
iron by means of their superstition.

The Two Worlds (May 18) re-opens the subject of the 
recantation by the Fox Sisters— the founders of modern 
spiritism— of their confession that their mediumistic mani
festations were founded on fraud, the rappings being pro
duced by snapping their toe-joints. A lamer recantation, 
attributing the confession to need of money and the influence 
of persons high in the Catholic Church, is rarely seen. The 
only document in the case is signed at 148 West Forty-Third- 
street, New York, by Margaret Fox Kane, and witnessed by 
H. J. Newton and Mary A. Newton. It happens that on the 
very same column of Two Worlds (p. 23), in another article 
on “  Spiritualism in America,”  there is mentioned the house 
of Mr. Newton, the millionaire, in Forty-Third-street. Pos
sibly, this explains the matter more than all the proceeding 
article. ____

Says the Christian Herald for May 17 : “  2,700 infidel 
School Board teachers in London have signed a circular 
rejecting the instructions of the School Board to uphold the 
Divine nature of Christ. This is a blasphemous affront to 
God, which is sufficient to bring down judgment on the 
nation.”  We suppose God’s dander will rise yet higher, as 
the number is now over three thousand. But the Christian 
Herald is laboring under a little error, the result of its 
Christian charity, in labelling them as infidels.

They much need a School Board at Horwich. An assistant 
mistress in the so-called National Schools there received 
notice from the head mistress that she must immediately 
leave her lodgings or lose her situation, for Bhe was living 
with a Unitarian. She further hinted that she was supported 
by the vicar of Horwich in the matter. If so, so muoh the 
worse for the vicar’s reputation for judgment and right 
feeling.

The Church occasionally denounces gambling, except at 
church bazaars; but what has it to say of the annual raffle 
for Bibles on the communion altar of the parish church of 
Ives, which took place last week ? If the boys were caught 
tossing for half-pence, they would stand a good chance of 
being run in. The custom is an instructive one, for it reveals 
the fact that gambling, like drunkenness and even prosti
tution, was oneo a religious observance. Indeed, there is 
some evidence of this in the Bible, which, in addition to 
many passages about diviners, divining, and casting lots, 
declares; “  The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the Lord.”  That is, the old equiva
lent of throwing dice or raffling was under the direct super
intendence of Jehovah.

The promotion of Christian Re-union by picnicing ex
cursions to Switzerland is a happy combination of religion 
and business. The prospectus of the Grindelwald Conference 
advertises “  The Ideal Holiday for Ten Guineas.”  Dr. Lunn 
can bring down God and Mammon with one shot. Clearly 
they did not know everything down in Judee.

The program of the Grindelwald Conference is indeed a 
curious document. It speaks of the story cf Wilhelm Tell 
as “  tradition,”  and other incidents once believed as readily as 
Jonah and the Whale are spoken of in a dubious manner. 
We notice, too, that on Friday, August 17, Dr. Lunn’s 
colleague, Mr. Hugh Price Hughes, is to dilate on “  The 
Achievements of Christianity,”  among the foremost of 
which should be placed the conversion of the Atheist shoe
maker. ____

Mr. J. T. Woolrych Perowne, son of the Bishop of 
Worcester, is also conducting a picnic excursion of Christian 
ministers, anxious for Re-union, “  to the North Cape and the 
Norwegian Fjords, for eighteen guineas.”  If he would only 
take them to the North Pole, and settle them there, he would 
deserve the thanks of the community.

A  Stoke Newington clerk committed suicide. He was 
engaged to a young lady of considerable wealth, who appears 
to have been won over to the service of the Lord, and filled 
with a desire to become a missionary. The engagement was 
broken off, his letters and presents were returned, and the 
result was a coroner’s inquest on the dead body of a heart
broken lover. Good old religion.

Thomas Barnes, of Chorley, Lancashire, has been bound 
over in £100 to keep the peace for twelve months. Being
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in ill-health, and believing that the only remedy was to draw 
blood from his sweetheart, he pricked her with a needle and 
struck her in the face. Of course it was very wrong on his 
part, but he is not the first person who fancied he could 
derive benefit from another person’s blood. Millions of 
people try to take advantage of Jesus Christ in that way.

At the Exeter Hall meeting, on behalf of the Liberator 
victims, the Rev. J. Stockwell Watts gave his testimony that 
hundreds of thousands of persons throughout the country 
had been led into this trouble by their trusted guides, who 
were in many instances—it might be said, in most instances 
— professing Christian men, men who were not only on the 
directorate of the Liberator Societies, but acted as agents for 
them throughout the country. Sixty-two victims had come 
to untimely ends in consequence, and seven had found their 
way to lunatio asylums. One young lady, a music teacher, 
who spoke, said she had been induced to invest by her dear 
father’s executor, who was connected with the Religious Tract 
Society. .

It is reported that by the earthquake in Venezuela half 
the inhabitants in six cities were killed, aud that in the 
barracks at Menda alone 150 soldiers perished. Several 
towns have been completely destroyed, and a lake now occu
pied the site of Lagunillas. Such are the tender mercies of 
our heavenly father.

Principal Drummond, delivering the Hibbert Lecture on 
"  Ethics," said : "Christ never passed judgment on a man 
for his belief.”  He must reject the end of Mark, which 
declares: "  He that believeth not shall be damned.”  “  Christ,”  
he went on to say, "d id  not promulgate a code, and this 
explains why Christianity had, to a certain extent, failed in 
comparison with lower forms of religion.”

Professor Karl Pearson, says the Christian Commonwealth, 
trusts to "  the broken reed of political secular force, severed 
from God, Christianity, and Christ-like character.”  Setting 
the "  broken reed ”  simile aside— and we fancy wo have seen 
it before—this is exactly what in practice the reformers of 
overy land are doing at present. Professor Pearson is far 
from being alone, too, in looking forward to " a  religion 
quietly and unobtrusively burying its god in order to devote 
itself to the present welfare of mankind.”  Christianity is 
fast sailing in that direction. All the Churches are now 
chattering about social salvation. They don’t understand 
it, but they see it is going to hold the field.

“  Something,”  said Dr. Barrett, in his recent address as 
Chairman of the Congregational Union, “  something has gone 
out of many of the sermons which are preached to-day which 
was very manifest and very precious in the preaching of our 
forefathers.”  And what is this "  something ”  ? Dr. Barrett 
calls it the "sounding of the deep things of God.”  That is, 
theology is fast disappearing and giving place to humanity.

Dr. Parker tells the world at large that his father-in-law is 
a splendid man with a splendid daughter. Why not add the 
“  splendid husband ”  and complete the testimonial ?

In Cincinnati, the other day, the Rev. Father Dominick 
O’Grady, a Catholic priest, shot a girl dead, his reason for 
doing bo being that she rejected his attentions and made him 
jealous. A few months ago the Rev. Father Conley, a 
Catholic priest of Duluth, Minn,, ravished a thirteen-yoar-old 
girl, and was sentenced to twenty years in the penitentiary. 
It is only fair to female members of the Catholic Church to 
say that their conduct does not often lead to the tragic and 
disastrous results here noted, and that it was wholly 
irregular for the young women concerned to give the 
reverend fathers cause for such extreme measures. The 
priests have the women of the Church fairly under control, 
and a frequent repetition of these developments need not be 
looked for.— G. E. Macdonald, in “  Truthteelcer."

The Black Champion might do well to return to America 
and look after his fellow Christians there. According to 
official statistics, 150 Ivnchings of negroes took place in the 
Southern States in 1803, and over fifty negroes have already 
been put to death by that means this year.

The negroes, moreover, as Miss Wells, a young colored 
lidy, has been pointing out at the Unitarian Chapel, Hamp

stead, are ostracised in churches, chapels, and all religious 
associations. "  Christian Brotherhood ”  is a nice phrase; 
b u tjt  does not work very well in practice.

Talmage says that "  no man ought to preach who has a 
diseased liver or an enlarged spleen.”  We beg to differ. A 
man with a diseased liver is just the right man to preach hell 
and damnation ; and one with an enlarged spleen is just fit 
to preach election and salvation by faith. A healthy man in 
a pulpit is nearly sure to be heterodox. Piety is often 
another name for biliousness.

By the way, Talmage smells Providence in the burning of 
his Tabernacle. "  If the lire had occurred during the 
service,”  he says, "  the fatalities must have been immense. 
God’s mercy, however, overtowers the disaster.”  This 
implies, of course, that God timed the fire, instead of 
preventing it. Logically, therefore, it was his performance. 
And what was his motive ? We read that the fire was caused 
by the electric wireB connected with the organ. Is not this 
the explanation ? Talmage waB trusting to Science, and the 
Lord paid him out, as he paid out King Asa for relying on 
doctors.

TESTIMONIAL TO M R. FOOTE.

TO THE EDITOB OF "  THE FREETHINKER.”

Some days ago a Committee was formed for the purpose 
of presenting a Testimonial to Mr. Foote, to commemorate 
the ten years’ services which he has gratuitously and ably 
rendered to the Freethought party since his release from 
prison, after serving twelve months for the imaginary 
crime of blasphemy. It was intended that this should be 
done privately, but many of Mr. Foote’s friends and 
admirers are of opinion that the appeal should be made 
public, so that the Testimonial may have the opportunity of 
becoming known to the wider circle of the readers of this 
journal, many of whom, no doubt, will be glad to assist to 
further its objects.

Further, it is considered desirable that each subscription 
should be acknowledged in the columns of the Freethinker. 
Subscriptions will be welcomed by any member of the 
Committee, or by

Geo. Anderson, T reasurer.
It. Forder, S ub-T reasu rer. 
Geo. W ard, Secretary,
91 Mildmay-park, London, N.

C om m ittee: —Geo. Bernard Shaw, S. H. Munns, S. 
Hartmann, John Samson, E. Bater, 0 . Featherstone, Chas. 
Watts, J. M. Wheeler. Arthur B. Moss, Mrs. Samson, 
E. Pownceby, F . Todd, E. Truelove, R. 0 . Smith, William 
Heaford, Miss E. Robins, Arthur Guest, J. E Brumage, 
G. Standring, James Rowney, Miss E. M. Vance, H. R. 
Clifton.

Subscriptions received:—
Goo. Anderson, £ 1 0 ; A. Kins, £ 5 ; Areopagitica, £ 3 ; R. 

Nichols, £2 2s.; J. Donaldson, ¿ 2  2s.; J. Kennedy, £1 Is .; 
J. Umploby, £1 Is .; 0 .  Dawson, £1 Is .; W. Lamer Sngdon, 
£1 Is .; D. Profit, £1 Is .; II. 0 . Byshe, £ l  Is .; S. Seal, £ l  Is .; 
Geo. Ward, £1 Is .; S. Holmes, £ 1 ; S. Pulman, £ 1 ; A  Friend 
in Cornwall, £ 1 ; T. S. Barrett, £ 1 ; 0 . J. Pottage, £ 1 ; J. 
McGlaisham, £ 1 ; S. H. Munns, £ l ;  G. L. Alward, £ 1 ;  J. 
Fulton, £ 1 ; “ Crab,” £1 ; E. Truolove, £ 1 ; K. J. O,, £ 1 ; R. 
Johnson, 15s.; Bolton Branch, 13s. Gd-; H. W . D., 12s. Gd,; 
W. Hunt, 10s. Od.; W . C. Johnson, 10s. Od.; G. J. Holyoake, 
10b. (id.; J. Samson, 10s. (id.; Mrs. Samson, 10s. Od.; R. 
Forder, 10s. 6d .; Mrs. Forder, 10s. Od.; T. E. Green, 10s.; 
A. W . Marks, 10s.; E. V . Sterry, 10».; “  Atheist,” 10s.; B. L. 
Coleman, 10s.; Mrs. Alward, 10s.; M. Christopher, 10s.; J. H. 
Day, 10».; D. Hardie and Family, 10s.; W . Y . Paul, 7s. Cd.; 
Bedlington Branch, 7s. Od.; Barnsley Branch, 7 s .; W. Bean, 
fig.; Sevontoou Stone, 5 s .; It. Elliot, 5 s .; R. Griffiths, 5 s .; A . J. 
Larkin, 5 s .; T. D. Harris, 5s .; Blyth Branch, 5g.; Stalybridge 
Branch, 5s .; Cheshire Branch, 5 s .; Chester-le-Stroet Branch, 
5s.; It. Goodwin, 5o,; T. Nowell, 5».; Hanley Branch, 5 s .; 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Clark, 5 s .; F. Weeks, 5 s .; A . Lewis, 5 s .; A. 
Moss, 3s. Od.; A. Arnsby, 3 s .; Smith and Mees, 3 s .; Frain, 
2s. 6d .; Wombach, 2s. O L ; Harris, 2s. 6cl.; Black, 2s. Od. ; 
S. Prince, 2s. Od.; E. G., 2s. (id. ; It. Gibbon, 2s. Od.; 0 . War- 
man, 2s. Gd.; A. J. Marriott, 2s. Od.; W . Palmer, 2s. 4 d .; J. 
Dick, 2->.; P. Condon, 2 s .; It. McKenzie, 2s .; 0 . Heaton, 2s; 
W. McS , 2» .; A. Hooper, 1h. ; T. Dunbar, Is. ; .J, Garvon, Is. ; 
Mrs. Garvon, 1».; G. Holloway, Is .: W. Solliok, Is .; W. 
Vickery, 1».; 11. Johnson, Is .; J. Broarly, Od.; U. A ., Od ; 
W . F., Gd.; Charles Watts, £ l  Is.
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S P E C I A L .

Letters for the Editor of the “ Freethinker” 
should be addressed to 28 Stonecutter-street, 
London, E.C.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ma. Ohas. Watts’s Engagements.— May 27, Hall of Science, 
London ; 30 and 31, dobate at South Shields. June 3, South 
Shields; 4, West Auckland ; 10, Sheffield ; 17 and 24, Hall 
of Science. July 1, Liverpool ; 8, Manchester.— All commu
nications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is 
required,a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) 
at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

A. E. Hin e .— W e are aware that workhouses are unpleasant 
places. Your description is lively, but rather out of our 
line.

J. H. Summerfield, 32 Yorkshire-stroet, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
is acting at present as Secretary to the North-Eastern 
Secular Federation, in the place of Joseph Brown, who is 
seriously ill. We are extremely sorry to bear of this mis
fortune. Mr. Brown has been a hard worker for the cause 
of Secularism, and we hope he will soon be restored to 
health.

E . P a r k e r .— Your letter was sent on to the editor, and reached 
him too late for insertion in last week’s Freethinker.

Confirmed Disbeliever.— Mr. Foote has long had your sug
gestion in his mind, and may try to carry it out before long.

G. H . J. B.— The suggestion that the Tatian of the Diatessaron 
was the Mesopotamian Tatian who wrote drivelling apolo
getics, assigned to the early part of the fifth century, is 
plausible.

N. M. X .— Certainly all Freethinkers should write to, or, if 
possible, interview, their Parliamentary representatives on 
the Religious Prosecutions Abolition Bill.

B a t h .— Mr. Hillman, Union-passage, Bath, sells the Free
thinker, and obtains any Freethought literature to order.

N.S.S. Benevolent Fund.— Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges : 
Per Alpha, 3 s .; F. F. Raynor, Is .; J. Willeg, 5s .; collected 
at Liverpool Conference, £3  Os. lOd. : W. Palmer, 2s.

Sam Standring will conduct a party over tue Natural History 
Museum on Saturday, Juno 2. Meet outside Bromptou 
Oratory at 4 p.m. sharp.

D. F. Gloak.— Mr. Footo will write as soon as possible about 
opening your lecture season at Dundee in September. Wo 
aro glad to hear that you are all dullghtod with Mr. Watts’s 
achievement in the debate with Mr. Macrae. The summary 
report which has been sent us will appear.

J. C.— OuttingB are always welcome. See “  Acid Drops.”
F. Headis.— Will notice it next week,
A  Scotch Professor, who heard the recent debate between 

Mr. Charles Watts and Dr. Jamieson, has no hesitation in 
affirming our colleague to be “  one of the most accomplished 
dialecticians and most eloquent orators he has ever heard.”

A. J. Marriott.— Mr. Foote was too ill todoal with tho matter 
at the time, and it is too late now. Thanks, all tho same.

E. D. H. Daly,— Thanks for cuttings.
A. N. Milne.— As tho statement was not made in our columns, 

this is not the place for a denial. Besides, wo have no room 
for Buell personalities,

A. H. Sm ith ,—Will try to insert it,
W . J. Scottow,— You aro entitled to your own opinion, and to 

its free expression. At the same time, wo aro decidodly 
opposed to tho Secular party being hitched on to the tail of 
tho so-called Progressives, who aro simply fighting for 
Nonconformity against the Church of England. Tho “ Com
promise ” is a compromise between Christians. Secularists 
have nothing to do with it, oxcept to oppose it. They should 
fight for their own policy. What can it matter to them 
whether the religious teaching in Board Schools is controlled 
by a Ooxhead or a Price Hughes ?

E. Smedley.— W o havo no data for answering your first 
question. Atheists only ask why God does not do this, 
that, or tho other, when Thoists say ho is all-wise, all-good, 
and all-powerful; that is, they merely point to tho contra
diction botween tho fac's of nature and the divine attributes. 
True Secularism is not true Christianity. Tho latter has no 
raison d’etre except as uext-worldism.

F. G. Roe,— We wish tho Bristol Branch a successful now 
year. With respect to tho notice, we can find room only for 
changes in the list of officers, aud you do not say what they 
are.

J. H. D.— The Church of England is a creature of the State, in 
doctrine, ritual, aud revenue. This is admitted by every 
good authority in history and jurisprudence. What the 
State has made the State can also unmake. Wo intend, as 
soon as possible, to deal with this subject fully and clearly. 
Meanwhile you may consult some of the Liberation Society’s 
publications.

T ,J .Hart.— Your subscription is handed to tho N.S.S. Secre
tary. The other matter requiros a longer explanation than 
can bo given in this column. Thanks for your good wishos.

W. Saunders.—End-of-the-world cranks are only worth 
notice when they are particularly funny or particularly 
dangerous.

J. C. McCorquodale.—Received. Shall appear.
H. B. R.—Received. Under consideration.
Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 

marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.
Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund— Boston Investigator- 

Open Court,—Froidenkor—Two Worlds—Dor Arme Toufel 
—Western Figaro — Liberator—Liberty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword—Liver—De Dageraad—Progressive Thinker—Post— 
Truthseeker—Crescent—Progress—Brixtonian—Isle of Man 
Times—Liverpool Echo—Fur Unsere J ugend—El Progresso 
—El Clamor Setabense — Horwioh Chronicle—Twentieth 
Century—Lucifer.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. Forder.
The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 

office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—  One 
Year, 10s. 6 d .; Half Year, 5s. 3d .; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements 
(Narrow Column) one inch, 3 s .; half column, 15s.; column, 
£1 10s. Broad Column— one inch, 4s. 6 d .; half column, 
£1 2s. Gd.; column, £2 5s. Special terms for repetitions. * I

PE R SO N A L  N O TE S.

I am back from  the Tsle o f Man, where, w ith  m y 
friend and host, Mr. W . W estw ell, o f Manchester, I 
spent as pleasant a holiday as a week’s m ixed  weather 
permitted The fine fresh air, and the com plete rest 
from  w ork, d id  me a great deal o f good  ; and, although 
m y throat is still a little tender, I have arranged to 
lecture at the London  Hall o f Science on the first tw o 
Sundays in June. A fter the first lecture I shall see 
how  I stand, and form  m y engagements accordingly.

Other matters having occupied  m y attention since I 
returned to London , I reserve until next week what I 
have to say to our party in regard to the L iverpool 
Conference and the w ork it m apped out for us. This 
w ill take the form  o f “  Presidential Notes.”

M y gallant and faithful “  sub.”  is look ing  rather 
fagged, and must have a change as soon as this 
phenom enally wretched weather breaks into sunshine. 
Fortunately m y friend and colleague, Mr. Charles Watts, 
w ill soon be in town for some tim e and as he begs me to 
make use o f him , I may lay a part o f m y burden upon 
his broad shoulders. This is, perhaps, a fair opportu
nity for saying how  glad I am that he is w orking with 
me here, instead o f roam ing over the Am erican 
continent. N ow  that he is settled dow n in  London we 
shall be in  closer co-operation.

On another page o f this w eek ’s F reeth inker  there*' 
appears a letter from  the secretary and the treasurers 
o f a Com m ittee w hich  was form ed during m y illness. 
Tho subject is one that I should havo preferred to see 
ventilated in some other journal, but as no other is 
available, I d o  not see how  I can resist the appeal for 
access to the Freethought party through these colum ns. 
And now  that the matter is given  such publicity , I w ill 
not affect either ignorance or a prurient delicacy. On 
the contrary, I w ill say p lainly and clearly that I shall be 
glad—since the project was set on foot without m y kn ow 
ledge, by  friends w ho seem to have thought that assist
ance w ould bo w elcom e— if I can be relieved from  the 
pressure o f debt incurred in carrying on this journal 
so m any years at a loss, and in  devoting to the National 
Secular Society (w ithout even an allowance for out-of- 
pocket expenses) tho time and energy that m ight have 
rectified m y financial position. It is worse than illness 
to suffer pecuniary troubles, and as m y w ork  is so 
exacting, and I cannot expect to grow  physically 
stronger as the years roll by, it is not unnatural that I 
should w ish to be free from  worry, and to have all m y 
force o f m ind and body liberated for tho service o f 
Freethought. G. W. Foote .
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S U G A R  P L U M S .
Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts had a good 

audience at the Hall of Science, London, and met with an 
enthusiastic reception after his provincial tour. Our 
colleague spoke highly of the Liverpool Conference, and 
made an urgent appeal on behalf of his approaching candida
ture for a seat on the London School Board. Mr. Robert 
Forder presided in a most efficient manner. Mr. Watts 
lectures again at the same hall this evening, May 27, his 
subject being “  The Bible Opposed to Human Progress.”

Mr. Watts’s debate at Dundee last week with the Rev. 
David Macrae was most successful. The rev. gentleman, in 
his manner of conducting a controversy, was a pleasing 
contrast to many Christian would-be debaters. The local 
press gave brief reports, and stated, we see, that the building 
was “  packed to the door ”  by an “  interested and intelligent 
audience.”  We shall publish shortly, in these columns, an 
account of the d e b a t e . ____

The Rev. David Macrae does not appear to have been 
satisfied with the debate. On the following Sunday evening 
be referred to it at length in a sermon on “ Secularism.’ ' 
While admitting that Mr. Watts’s speeches were “  eloquent 
and clever,”  he said that they were “  more conspicuous for 
their extraordinary and almost ludicrous travesty of the 
Bible and the teaching of Christ than for a presentation of 
the true principles of Secularism.”  Such a statement does 
the speaker no credit. It is very bad form for one disputant 
to give his opinion of the other. The public should be left 
to decide the matter, as it will in any case.

Mr. Charles Watts has added to his numerous pamphlets 
one on Secularism: Its Relation to the Social Problems o f  the 
Day (Watts and C o, 17 Johnson’s Court; 2d.). As its 
substance is already familiar to our readers, we have only to 
recommend its circulation in this new form.

Mr. Charles Watts continues his English Notes in the New 
York Truthseeker. In the number before us, for May 12, he 
opens with a glowing eulogy of the spring in this country. 
He must have written it before the weather went back two 
months and set Britishers coughing. After the poetry comes 
the prose, which is more accurate. Mr. Watts gives an 
excellent account of the religious education struggle in 
London.

George Macdonald continues in the same journal his racy 
“  Observations.”  Mr. Putnam has given him a place in 
“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought,”  and describes him as 
“  pudgy,”  whereupon Gaorge remarks that his fatness is due 
to virtuous habits and an untroubled conscience.

The infant daughter of Mr. Joseph Symes rejoices in the 
name of Stella Bradlaugh, a happy combination of Scienoe 
and Freethought, which we trust she will live to prove 
worthy of.

Mr. ,T. R. Charlesworth, Secretary of the Freethought 
Federation of America, has recently completed a tour through 
the new territory of Oklohama recently opened up by the 
U 8. Government. He says it is chiefly settled by Free
thinkers.

We are pleased to see from Progress, of Port of Spain,- 
Trinidad, that they are pushing forward the question of 
secular education in the West Indies. Progress now contains 
an increased quantity of matter, and is doing a much-needed 
work.

Professor Drummond’s work on “  Spiritual'Law in the 
Natural W orld”  caused a good deal of excitement, and must 
have brought him a very handsome emolument, though its 
merits were vastly over-rated. His new work on “ The 
Ascent of Man ”  will attract great attention, and it seems to 
be of more real importance. We shall give an account of it 
shortly. Meanwhile we may state that Professor Drummond 
“ goes the whole h og” as an Evolutionist; more so even 
than Dr. Wallace, who argues for two or three special 
introductions of supernatural agency in the course of vital 
development.

The Chatham Branch held the recond anniversary of its 
Secular Sunday School on the last “ Lord’s Day,”  and a good 
report of the proceedings appeared in the local News. In a 
climate like ours it was necessary to b-gin by feeding the 
multitude. The children were well packed inside with a 
substantial tea, and after an address by Mr. F. J. Boorman the 
lads and lasses gave a capital entertainment of songs, glees, 
and dramatic pieces. Prizes were then distributed, and the 
“ Good Night”  chorus wound up a most enjoyable evening.

Mr. Robert Forder lectures in the Hall of the Chatham 
Branch this evening (May 27) on “  The Exodus Story.”  We 
understand that this is one of his most humorous efforts. 
Local “ saints”  should attend and bring their most orthodox 
friends.

The Isle o f  Man Times, the leading paper in Manxland, 
gave a sympathetic paragraph to Mr. Foote’s visit to Douglas. 
Mr. Foote had an opportunity of chatting for an hour with 
the editor, Mr. Brown, who is an advanced man in every way, 
and a sterling champion of freedom and justice.

The April number of the Freethinkers' Magazine contains a 
good portrait, with biographical notice, of Mr. Charles Watts. 
There ought to bo a sale for it in England, and we under
stand that copies can be obtained from Mr. Forder.

Mr. Charles A. Watts, Secretary of the Rationalist Press 
Committee, offers to send 100 copies of Mr. F. J. Gould’s 
broadsheet, “  Religion in Bo'krd School«,”  which has been so 
fiercely denounced by the Daily Chronicle, to London 
branches of the National 8ecular Society which will under
take their careful distribution. Applications should be 
addressed to 17 Johnson’e-ourt, Fleet-street, E.O.

The cremation of Mr. Edmund Yates adds another to the 
list of names of eminent men who have been cremated at 
Woking. These include Lord and Lady Bramwell Baron 
and Lady Huddleston, Mr. A  W. Kinglake, the Earl of 
Northesk, the Duke of Bedford, and Mr. Wardle, M.P.

Some interesting relics of the poet Shelley have just been 
deposited at the Bodleian Library. The articles include a 
watch and chain, with seals attached, which belonged to the 
poet and his second wife, Mary Woolstoncraft Shelley.

A D I A L O G U E .

Believeb.
T his man of reason, whom you deem so great,
Who puts out Ilell and bars up Heaven’s gate;
Who flings all creeds terrestrial to one man,
Huge as the Aztec’s battle-god’s, called Lan ;
Who makes the universe to suit his wish—
As eyeless as a subterranean fish :
Last night this valiant doubter, in his pride.
Shrieked for Jehovah’s pardon ere he died.

Infidel.
With ease the partisan may falsely view 
Delirium’s rant. Yet. if indeed ’twere true 
That some wild fear did seize him at the last,
What matters ? Hardiest oaks are bowed by blast, 
The warrior minds of men drink strength for strife, 
Not from death’s opiate, but the elixir, life.
His life being great, who cares if near its close 
He druled what imbecilities death chose ?

E. F awoett.

The vast majority of men and almost all women in this 
age, as in every age, can hardly he said to think at all upon 
religion, or on any grave and serious subject. They believe 
what they have been taught, and hold what they hear 
asserted, with indolent or unintelligent acquiescence ; either 
because they are too careless and indifferent to trouble them
selves, or because they care so much that it seems to them 
profane to question the soundness of that which is the life of 
their soul, the stay of the better part of their nature ; and 
thus they make the importance of a truth the evidence upon 
which they accept it.— Lord C h i f  Justice Coleridge.
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B L A T A N T  B LA SPH E M Y .

M r . F. J. G o u l d  has written for  the Rationalist Press 
Com m ittee an excellent leaflet on “  R elig ion  in  Board 
Schools,”  w hich  deserves a w ide circulation. Copies 
have been sent to London teachers, one o f w h om  
forw arded his copy to the D a ily  Chronicle, w ith the 
observation that it is “ a disgraceful attack on the 
Christian faith,”  and further, that it is “  an outrage 
upon decency and good manners to forw ard such a 
docum ent to a num ber o f young teachers ”  As the 
Chronicle “ agrees” with its correspondent, its readers 
w ill naturally in fer that Mr. Gould has indulged in 
loose, indecent language. But he has done nothing 
o f the kind, and the Chrohicle is gu ilty  o f an inexcus
able insinuation. N or is this all. Our contem porary—  
from  w hom  better things m ight be expected—actually 
speaks o f Mr. G ould's leaflet as a thing to be suppressed, 
i f  it were not for the sake o f liberty in  general. It 
“  detests ”  and “  loathes ”  the “  brutality and blasphem y 
o f this blatant docum ent.”  N ow  this is extrem ely 
strong language, and is not at all called for  by the 
“ d ocu m en t” in question The hardest parts o f Mr. 
G ould ’s leaflet are quotations from  Christians. H is 
ow n contribution  is not “  blatant.”  It is the w ork  o f 
a scholarly and careful writer, m oved to real enthusi
asm by  his interest in education. N or is it “  blasphem y ” 
except in the sense that any strong criticism  o f the 
current faith must fall under that designation. W e 
th ink  the Chronicle owes Mr. G ould an apology. Surely 
one o f its “ young lio n s ”  must have written that 
leaderette.

WHAT CHRISTIANITY HAS DONE FOR WOMAN.

‘ ‘ One distinguishing feature between Christianity and all 
other religions is that it tends to elevate the women and make 
them equal w ith the men, while all others, which are from 
Satan, tend to degrade them .”— Baptist Observer.

T he  Observer, with tbe accustomed egotism of all Chustian 
writers, regards its religion as the only genuine article in the 
market of credulity. It may be both popular and profitable 
to make assertions like the above. Authorities, however, do 
not bear out such statements. Lecky, in his European 
Morals, says: “ The combined influence of the Jewish 
writings (Old Testament) and of that ascetic feeling which 
treated woman as the chief cause of the temptation to man,
caused her degradation....... In the writings of the fathers
woman was represented as the door of hell, as the mother of 
all human ills. She should be ashamed at the very thought 
that she is a woman. She should live in continual penance 
on account of the curse she has brought into the world. 8he 
should be ashamed of her dress, and especially ashamed of 
her beauty.”

The Bible has been the blight of woman’s hope and 
happiness. She has been the object of the obloquy and dis
paragement of all the inspired penmen from Moses to Paul. 
The Pentateuch pronounced it a crime to be the mother of a 
child— a double crime if the child was a girl. A  period of 
purification was appointed for the sin of motherhood, and 
the period was twice as long in case the birth was a female 
as of a male child (Leviticus xii. 1, 5). The Virgin Mary 
was obliged to sacrifice turtle doves for the sin of bringing 
the Savior into being. Think of i t ! A sin to become tho 
mother of God, simply because she was a woman, and was 
accursed from creation for being a woman. “  For Adam was 
first formed, then E ve”  (1 Timothy ii, 13). The wise 
8olomon maintained that the “  badness of men is better than 
the goodness of women ”  (Ecclesiastcus xiii. 14). Lst Chris
tians of the Observer belie! ponder on these plainly expressed 
opinions of those chiefest of Christian saiuts, Paul and 
Peter.

i < Wives, submit yourselves unto your o wn husbands, as unto 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church : and he is the savior of the 
body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so 
let the wives be to their own husbands in everything ”  
(Ephesians v. 22, 23, 24). “ Let the woman learn in silence 
with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor 
to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence ”  
(1 Timothy ii. 11, 12). “ Likewise, ye wives, be in subjsction 
to your husbands ”  (1 Peter iii. 1). “ But I would have you 
know that the head of every man is Christ; and the

head of the woman is the man ; and the head of Christ 
is God.”  “ For the man is not of the woman, but the 
woman of the man ” “  Neither was the man created for the
woman ; but the woman for the man ”  (1 Corinthians xi. 
3 ,8  9) “ Lst your women beep silence in the churches; 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak ; but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
And if they will learn anything, let them ask their hus
bands at home ; for it ¡b a shame for women to speak in the 
church ”  (1 Corinthians xiv. 34, 35).

“ But Christianity tends to elevate woman,”  says the 
Observer. Christianity has been the curse of woman. It 
has hung the Bible about her neck like a millstone of misery, 
and dragged her down the depths of degradation. It pro
nounced upon her the penalty of pain all her life, and put her 
under the malediction of God ana man, because man was first 
made. It has always considered her an unclean and sin-con
taminating creature. Christianity made woman the most 
scorned and servile of slaves to man A council of the 
Christian Church in the ninth century gravely grappled with 
the momentous question, “  Has woman a soul ? ’ But such 
is not the condition to-day in civilised countries. Mankind 
to-day are more merciful than Moses ; more just than Paul; 
more conscientious than the Church. Christian i-infs no 
longer control public sentiment, and tho Church no lunger 
makes the laws. And to whom is she indebted for her 
emancipation from ecclesiastical outrage and oppression? 
To infidels who gallantly in'erposed between her and her 
cruel God, who defied her priestly despots, and broke the 
bonds put on her by the narrow and fanatical Paul.— Lulie 
Monroe Poiver.

TH E  J A M IE S O N -W A T T S  D EBATE.

On the evenings of May 7, 8, and 9, Mr. 0 .  AVatts held a 
public discussion with Dr. A. Jamieson, Presidonf of the 
Glasgow Protestant Laymen’s Association, in tho City Ilall 
Saloon, Glasgow. There wore good and orderly audiences. 
Tho proposition set for tho first two nights was, “ Is it 
Reasonable to Believe in tho Existenco of a Powerful and 
Intelligent Being distinct from tho Material Univcrsof” ; 
and on the third night, “  That Man has a Soul that will 
Survivo in a Futuro State.”

In loading oil' on tho first proposition, Dr. Jamieson, 
having touched on the circumstances that gave rise to tho 
debate, proceeded to define bis capital terms. Reasonable: 
that which is in accordance with the logical requirements of 
the mind. Being: substance in which powers or qualities 
inhore. Intelligence: that which is endowed with under, 
standing and reason. Tho common ground upon which his 
opponent and he stood was that something must always have 
existed. Tho whole question turned upon tho nature of that 
something. Clearly it could not bo tho material universe, 
for, obviously, that is composed of parts— e.g., tho sun, moon, 
planets, and comets— and finitude of extension is incompatible 
with infinity of duration ; else wo may have a finite infinity 
or an infinite finity. Then it was agreed on both sides that 
living beings began to exist on tho globe; and these de
manded either a living cause or a dead one. This was 
eminently a question of evidence, and there wero three 
classes of evidence to which they might appeal: Testimony, 
Experience, and Reason. The first class was excludod from 
tho consideration of tho problem; but by tho test of the 
second two, tho theory of abiogenesis, or, as lie should prefer 
to call it, “ spontaneous generation,” was utterly discredited. 
In  hiS dobute with Mr. Stewart his opponent insisted 
strenuously on the scientirio reality of “ spontaneous 
generation;” but tho principal authorities relied upon by 
him, especially Bastian and Pouohct, had been shown to bo 
untrustworthy. Reason and experience alike condomncd, as 
unproved and absurd, tho view that tho uot-living can 
produce tho living; to say so was virtually to affirm that 
tho effect might bo higher than its cause.

Mr. Watts opened by protesting his distaste for aud 
distrust of dry metaphysical speculations like those associated 
with tho question before them. Erorn motaohysics almost 
anything, apparently, might be proved. He theroforo 
preferred issues with somo practical bearing on overy-duy 
life. His course on tbo present occasion would be, first, to 
state reasons for taking the negative, to indicato tho 
objections that might fairly be urged against the affirmative; 
and, secondly, to deal systematically with Dr. Jamieson's 
arguments. By intelligent being he understood that form of 
existence which manifosts tho knowing faculty, and by 
material uuiverso tho totality of oxistenco, with all its 
attributes, properties, and forces. No competent thinker at 
tho present day demurred to tho scientific doctrines of tbe 
conservation of energy and.tho indestructibility of matter; 
nor in tho sphere of psychology was it seriously disputed that, 
to think was to condition, aud that, apart from physical



340 THE FREETHINKER. May 27, 1894.

causes, thinking was impossible. Bearing this view of nature 
in mind, was it not possible that the endlessly existing 
something—concerning whose reality Theist and Agnostic 
were at one—was to be found in the universe itself? Every 
true cognition is distinguished by three qualities—relation, 
likeness, and difference; but the supposed idea of an endless 
intelligent being could not be a true cognition, since it did 
not represent any known existence. I f  there is such a being, 
he must be limited in extent, for every being that exists apart 
from other existences is not the whole of existence, and, 
therefore, must be circumscribed. Everything to be thought 
o f at all must exist in some place, and in some relation to 
other existences; to speak of ono being apart from all olse is 
tho annihilation of the thought of that one. I f it is distinct 
from the universe, how can it exercise its power in  the 
universe ? for while distinct it is non-related. To enforce 
his proposition, continued Mr. Watts, Dr. Jamieson would 
have to prove, not merely to assert, ( l )  That the universe can 
be limited by human thought. (2) That there was a time when 
the univorso was not. (3) That God possessed the power to 
create the universe. (4) That it was possible for God, while 
distinct from nature, to control and regulate it. (5) That 
the power of nature is acquired and limited. (6) That 
God's power is superior to, and different from, the power in 
the universe. (7) That God’s intelligence is different from 
man’s, and in what particular. (8) I f  the universe cannot be 
self-existent, how can it bo proved that God exists? (9) To 
make the existence of God desirable, it must be proved that 
his intelligence is always used for the benefit of man. 
(10) That tho world is governed upon the principles of 
goodness, justice, and mercy. (11) That it is possible for us 
to know God. (12) Is not the fact of our not knowing him 
an indication of his imperfect intelligence, or limited power ? 
Finally, where is the evidence of an intelligent power, that 
can and does control mattor and force from outside tho 
universe ? There is no evidence of intellect existing by 
itself. Perception is a function of an organism. The 
assumption of a being external to the universe can only be a 
deduction from that very nature in which it is not present. 
Is it not, then, self-evident (1) That overy part of existence— 
the A ll—must bo related to every other part ? (2) That tho 
whole of existence can have no relation to any other wholo ? 
(3) That only one wholo contains self-knowledge, solf-will, 
and self-intention ? (4) I f  the universe—tho wholo—had 
intelligence imparted to it from without, whon, whore, and 
how was it imparted? (5) That an intelligent being cannot 
manifest intelligence in the absence o f the condition which 
we know to be necessary to its manifestation ? Further, are 
wo to conclude that this intelligence arranged terrestrial 
things with a view to their ulterior uses—coal for fuel, 
rivers and seas for navigation, etc.? Underlying this notion 
is tho gratuitous assumption that we ore familiar with the full 
extent of Nature’s powers; that wo know positively that she 
cannot produce life, etc., whon, as a matter of fact, no one has 
a right to sit bound to his potentialities. In the lost place, 
thoro wore certain questions which Dr. Jamieson must face: 
What is this intelligent being ? Where is ho, and how does ho 
act upon the universe if distinct from it? What is tho 
extont of his power ? Does his intelligence differ from ours ? 
and also how was it possible for Dr. Jamieson to know 
anything of that which is distinct from the material 
uuiverse ?

Tho remaining speeches of the evening developed no 
materially new foaturo. Dr. Jamieson complained that Mr. 
Watts had come with a proparod speech, and that he had 
ignored his (Dr. Jamieson’s) arguments; to which Mr. 
Watts replied that ho felt that hoowod it to himself and his 
opponent to explain clearly what precise attitude ho assumed, 
and, moreover, that, apart from that, ho had explicitly under, 
taken, as the second part of his task, to categorically examine 
Dr. Jameison’s positions. Dr. Jamieson quoted frequently 
from tho Stowart-Watts debate to show that Mr. Watts then 
dogmatically maintained tbo exploded doctrine o f “  spontane
ous generation but Mr. Watts explained that ho simply put 
tho doctrine then ns tho most probable theory on the subject, 
and, as further soiontific rosearch had displaced tho belief in 
tho present occurrence of non-parental generation, ho had 
been obliged to change his opinion. Indopondontly o f this, 
howover, the published version of tho Stewart debato was 
not authorised by him, as ho had no adequato opportunity of 
revising the proof-sheets, and he was refused, through no 
fault of Mr. Stowart’s, the use of tho copious explanatory 
foot-notes by which that gentleman eked out or qualified tho 
text of his utterances. One or two pleasantries onlivenod 
tho first night’s proceedings. As an illustration of tho 
relativity of tho terms “  superior ”  and “  inferior ”  as applied 
to cause and effect, Mr. VVatts gave the case o f a match 
exploding a powder magazine. “  Oh,” exclaimed Mr. 
Jamieson, “  then you make expanding gases superior to the 
match-striking human being?” Pressed to explain how his 
“ intelligent being”  could be di-tinct from the universe, and 
yot related to it, the doctor scornfully returned : “  As well 
ask how a husband is distinct from his wife and yot relatod 
to her? or how a man, who is distinct from hiB watch, winds 
up and regulates it ?"

In opening on the second night, Mr. W atts canvassed Dr. 
Jamieson’s cardinal arguments. First, that finite parts 
cannot make an infinite whole This argument is based on 
two false assumptions: (a) that matter is limited; (6) that 
we know something o f the infinite. Concerning the so-called 
conception of the infinite, it was, as Hamilton had shown, a 
quasi-conception. What was really meant was the indefinite. 
Besides, the term infinite is a negative one, and cannot be 
invested with positive attributes. Respecting the partR of 
tho universe, the first and most obvious query is, What 
parts ? I f  matter is infinitely divisible, then wo havo 
infinity. I f  not, then we reach a stage of sub-division at 
which tho half is equal to tho whole. Sir W. Hamilton 
had given several examples, by the reductio ad absurdum 
method, o f the incognisability of the infinite. There has 
been an infinity of duration in the past; there will be an 
infinity of duration in the future. Yet the present divides 
those two ; so that we have either two successive infinites, or 
two finites make up an infinite. Again, a linoar foot is 
infinitely divisible, and a linear mile is infinitely divisible; 
therefore a mile is equal to a yard. While it was true that 
life began to be on this planet, the most probable hypothesis 
of its terrestrial origin was that of evolution, which posited 
an unbroken series of events, from the inorganic to the 
organic. The disproof o f present-day abiogenesis in no way 
affected the high probability of its incidence in an archaic 
world. Dr. Jamieson’s argument that, because the material 
universe is finite, it must have been created, is beset with 
insuperable difficulties. It must be proved that it was 
created at a ll; but creation is absolutely unthinkable. The 
late Charles Bradlaugh had enunciated an argument on this 
head in tho form of a trilemma, which he would read to Dr. 
Jamieson. To realise an act of creation they must suppose 
a time when there was no time, and a place whore there was 
no place—a force operating without a substratum or an 
objective.

Dr. Jamieson, having disposed of some preliminary matters, 
reverted to the Stowart debate, concerning which ho had to 
make a serious announcement. On tho previous night Mr. 
Watts had disclaimed responsibility for tho published debato 
on tho ground that ho was not allowed to revise it. Yet, on 
examining his copy, ho found on the title-page “ Rsvised by 
both disputants,” and in Mr. Stewart’s preface it was dis
tinctly stated that Mr. Watts had revised tho proof-sheets. 
He would now ask Mr. Watts, was that true or was it not ?

Mr. W atts: D o you want a reply now ?
Dr. Jamieson : Yes.
Mr. W atts: Emphatically.no.
Dr. Jamieson : Then are we to suppose that Mr. Stewart is 

a deliberate liar?
Mr. AVatts: By no means. A  man may surely be mistaken.
Passing from that, Dr. Jamieson objected to tho substi

tution of the word “  indefinite ” for “  infinite.”  No dictionary 
so rendered it ; besides, Mr. Watts himself had before 
dofined it as the antithesis to the finite. It was a gratui
tous assumption to say that life was a result of organisa
tion. They were not going to bo driven away from tho 
fact of the discrete constitution of the material univorso 
by logical conundrums. Did any one mean to deny that the 
Bun, moon, and planets were parts of tho universe? In 
spite of his disavowals, Mr. Watts still clung to “  spontaneous 
generation ” under tho cover of evolution. Ho was not there 
to discuss evolution, but ho might say that he uttorly 
disbelieved in it. There was said to be a gradual progressive 
development from lower to higher forms, and yet, while this 
was true to some extont, they had, away down in tho 
primary rocks, tho ganoids, a typo of fish that hadnever been 
surpassed. Then tho most ancient remains of man did not 
differ essentially from thoso of recent times. Indeed, the 
cranial capacity of many of tho cave-men was greater than 
that o f tho average man of to-day. Darwin himsolf believed 
in a creator for tho “ few primordial forms.” Whoro is the 
last link ? Ho admitted that ho could not imagine a creative 
act, but it was at least as cognisable as the evolution of living 
from non-living matter.

Mr. AVatts expressed astonishment at his opponent’s arbi
trary repudiation of evolution, and his unacconntablo mis
apprehensions of its principles. As for Darwin, whilo a 
passage from the Origin o f Species had been quoted to show 
that ho boliovod in a form of special creation, no mention was 
made of tho fact that in his later works, such as The Descent 
of Man, that belief was expressly discarded. Tho reference 
to a dictionary for philosophical definitions recalled the 
procedure of a young mon’s debating society. Dr. Jamieson 
had failed to explain how tho natural was to be discriminated 
from the supernatural; or why, if only life produced life, 
that antecedent extra-cosmic life should not itself be gene
rated; and, finally, ho had persistently fought shy of any 
exposition of the attributes of his transcendental being.

In his penultimate spoech Dr. Jamieson introduced the 
so-called Design Argument, conducting it on the old familiar 
tautological lines: marks of design, intelligent designer, 
final causes, tho eye, tho ear, etc., prophetic pro.adjustment, 
tho indirection of physical force, minus constructive and 
directing mind.
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Mr. W atts rebutted the assertion as to the anarchic 
character of force, pointing out that there were number
less instances in nature of its formative and conserva
tive action. As for design, granting, for argument’s sake, 
that there were traces of it in the universe, they must not 
be tied down to some selected phenomena, but range over 
the whole field. Then they were confronted with myriads 
o f defects, both physical and moral. Even the eye—that 
favorito object-lesson—was seriously defective. In the prin
ciple of adaptive modification they had an adequate explana
tion of all the facts of structure and function. Dr. Jamieson 
had spoken largely o f intuition ; but if there was an innate 
or necessary idea of God, how did it come that he was devoid 
o f it P His enemies were free to convict him of error, but he 
begged them not to accuse him of mental dishonesty.

In his closing speech Dr. Jamieson re-asserted his dictum 
as to the essentially disintegrating character o f force; 
insisted that evolution presupposed involution; demurred to 
the validity of the inference that physical and moral disorder 
implies evil or imperfect design; and contended that mal
adjustment did not subvert the idea of intention, any more 
than the miscarriage in a human contriver’s work disproved 
an intelligence behind it. There had been no serious attempt 
made to meet his arguments from the finitude of the material 
universe, the definite inception of terrestrial life, the genesis 
of intelligence, or the axiom that, as the effect is necessarily 
superior to the cause, it was impossible that the lesser— 
dead matter—could produce the greater, living, intelligent 
matter. J. P. G.

{To be concluded.)

THE CELTIC ADAM.

A n English gentleman, sojourning in the vicinity of Glen
adam, made the acquaintance of a “  sma’ laird ” of the 
neighborhood. While walking through the glen one day the 
Englishman said: “  Pray, Mr. Campbell, can you toll mo 
why this glen is called Glenadam ?”

“  Ou, ay,”  was tho reply, “ I  can tell you that; but I  thocht 
it was shenerally kent.”

“  Indeed. Well, I  am in ignorance as to tho origin o f tho 
name.”

Tho Celt caBt a pitying look on the Sassenach, and then, 
in a tone of deep gravity, said : “  Adam wass porn here.”

He fell back a pace to enjoy the look of amazement on tho 
Englishman’s face.

“  Adam ! What Adam P” asked tho stranger.
“  Adam, the Adam—the fory first man as wass porn into 

the world alive, man.”
“  But, my good sir, I  always understood it was in Mesopo

tamia our first parent arose.”
“  Ocb, sir, that iss a popylar error that hass peen redd up 

long ago. Adam wass porn here in Glenadam, and he wnss 
the first man that spoko the Gaelic.”

Highly amused at tho implicit faith tho laird manifested 
in this legend, but still preserving his gravity, the English
man said : “  Then, of course, Eve was born hore also P”

‘ ‘ No, she wassna. She cam’ frae farrer north—aboot 
Tobermory way.”

“  Then we are standing now in the Garden of Eden P”
“  Deet are we, sir; ant here Adam and Eve lifed fery happy 

thegither till that nesty affair wi’ tho sorpint. They were 
neffer like thtirsel’s efter that. Ant then their auldest laddie, 
Cain M’Adam, went to olio bad, au’ wass a sair, Bair trial to 
his parents. Ho went frae bad to worse, till wan day, whan 
he wass working in tho kail-yard wi’ his younger brithcr, ho 
up wi’ his spade and brocht the puir laddie a terrible clamhe- 
wit on the head that kilt him deid.”

“  What a trial to his parents,”  said tho stranger, in a 
sympathetic tone.

“  Deet ye may say tat, sir. The auld wife cried tho coro
nach qwer tho bairn till she wass as roopit as a craw, and 
wass liko to greet tho fery een oot o ’ her hoid.”

“  Naturally.”
“  Weel, she took to the dram for comfort liko, an’ her puir 

man had a terrible time o ’t wi’ her till she ran away wi’ an 
auld packman they ca’d Mothusalum.”

“  Mothusuloh was a nativo of the glen also ?”
‘ ‘ Hooch na; he was a Paisley body tat travelled wi’ 

winceys o ’ his ain weavin’.”
“  And what became of poor Eve, Mr. Campbell?”
“  Gigh, oigh, she had an awfu’ ent. It was a fino munolight 

nicht when sho took the road wi’ the packman, an’ when 
thoy got to tho heid o’ the glen her heart failed her, an’ she 
turned round to go back to her guid man when a’ at wanco 
she was changed into a pillar o ’ Baut.”

“  Really, Mr. Campbell, there must be some mistako here.”  
‘ ‘ No on my side o ’ the road, sir.”
“  Hut we read in Genesis that it was Lot’s wife who was so 

punished for looking back on the cities of the plain.”
“  Maybe; but that will be made a’ richt in tho noist version. 

My ain grandfather minded fine o ’ the muckle saut rock 
himsel’,”

“  And what became of this wonderful pillar P”
“  Weel, ye see, saut wass awfu’ scarce in the Lews wan 

year, an’ the Shtornaway men cam’ ower in their poats an’ 
took it a’ awa’ ; an’ thoy did say that a’ the herrin’ cured 
in tho Lews that year had a terrible goo o ’ human flesh. 
But here ye are at the inn door, sir. Goot-bye.”

B O O K  C H A T .

The National Old Age Pensions League, 86 New-street, 
Birmingham, publish suggestions for an Old Age Pensions 
Scheme, by the Rev. Edgar Todd. To raise the money for 
this desirable scheme he proposes to appropriate the revenue 
of the State Church, £7,215,(314; Dole Charities under 
Charitable Trusts Acts, £1,198,000; increased value of 
Ecclesiastical Leaseholds, £250,000; City of London Paro
chial Charities, £108,000; a titho rent charge of 5s. per aero 
upon 2,000,000 acres of ancient monastery and abbey lands, 
given by Henry V I I I .; tithe rent free to tho Dukes of Devon
shire, Bedford, and others, £500.000 ; which, with tho aboli
tion of Charity Commissions, Ecclesiastical Court officials, 
and the allowances to almshouses, etc., would produce 
between nine and ton millions—a sum sufficient to provide 
pensions for all reaching the age o f sixty.

• • • )

A  little book on The Prophecies of the Captivity (Isaiah 
xl.-lxvi.), by R. Travers-Herford, B.A., expresses the opinion 
that the celebrated prophecy of Christ in tho fifty-third 
chapter refers to the Servant of Jahvek, which is a term for 
“  Israel, my servant Jacob, whom I have chosen ” (Isaiah 
xli. 8). On the phrase, “  He shall see his seed,” Mr. Herford 
says: “  This verse is one of the many signs that the ‘ servant 
of Yahveh’ in these prophecies denotes, not an individual, 
but a group of persons. It is possible for a group to live on, 
though its numbers severally perish. I f  one man only wero 
referred to, obviously ho could not have offspring and a long 
life after he had died for his people."

•  *  *

No. 12 of the excellent publications of the Humanitarian 
League is A  Plea fo r  Mercy to Offenders, by C. II. Hopwood, 
Q C ., M.P. (W. Reeves, 185 Fleet-street; 2d.). This is Mr. 
Hopwood’s address at the meeting of the League last month. 
As Recorder of Liverpool, Mr. Hopwood has carried on tho 
policy of morcy associated with the namos of Howard, Romilly, 
Bentham, and others ; and while he has inflictod 3,000 years 
less o f punishment than his predecessor, according to his 
scale, would have felt corapolled to d o ; tho results, as regards 
the averago of crime, are eminently satisfactory. Mr. Hop- 
wood’s rules are (1) Novor to sond a man to gaol if you can 
help i t ; (2) To give the lightest sentence you can. Thoy 
stand comparison with the opposite practice of too many 
magistrates.

OBITUARY.
D ied at Paris, M. Foucaux, Professor of Sanskrit in tho 

Collège de Franco. A  pupil of Burnouf, by his translation of 
tho Lolita Vistara and his own Life of Buddha, M. Foucaux 
holped to forward tho study of comparative religion.

It is with rogret we havo to record the death, at Vienna, 
on May 18, of Herr Eduard Schwella, one of the chief 
speakers of tho Austrian Froo Religious Community, and 
editor of Der Lichtfreund, an Austrian Froethought journal. 
Herr Schwolla was 71 yoars of ago, and was a man of 
erudition, whoso abilities will bo missed by tho Froe 
Religious party in Austria.

It is with regret I havo to report tho death of a staunch 
Secularist in Belfast, Georgo Cummings. Ho was ono o f the 
earliest members of the Ulster Branch, and took an aotive 
interest in its work up to a Bhort time ago, when, owing to 
ill-health, ho was unublo to give it tho time and attention ho 
had accorded to it formerly. He suffered severely before his 
death, but boro it bravely, and diod as he lived, a thorough 
and consistent Freethinker.— W. M. K nox.

Mb . Charles Shupflebotham, of Coventry, diod suddonly 
on Wednesday woek, while on a visit to the Co-operative 
Congress at Sunderland. Deceased was 09 years of age, and 
had been for a long time a leading Freethinker at Coventry, 
where he was highly estoomod. Ho had boon a friond both 
of Robert Owen and Charles Bradlaugh, and was a man of 
superior attainments. A  few years ago ho gavo an account 
in our columns of the early visits of Tuomas Coopor and 
others to Coventry. At his request and that of his family, 
Mr. Forder visited Coventry and conducted tho Secular 
funeral, which was attended by an immense conoourse of 
persons. The proceedings and Mr. Forder’s speech were 
reported in the local press.
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S U N D  I Y  L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S , E T C .
[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on postcard.']

LONDON,
Hall of Scienoe, 142 Olfl-sr.reec, E.C.: 7, musical selections: 

7.S0, Chari s Watts, “  Bible Teaching Opposed to Modern Pro
gress" (admission free , reserved seats 3d. and 6d.).

Battersea Secular Ball ( iauk of Battersea Park Station :: 7.45, 
Marl ivve Dramatic Company, assisted by musical friends (free). 
T u esl-y , -at 7.3b, (lancing class (2d. and 4d.) j 8.30, social gather
ing. Wednesday at 8, dram atic club.

Oa nb-rw ell—B1 New Church road, 8 .E .: 7.30, J . Itowney, 
"G od 's  Pedigrej, Birtn, an l D fe.”

OrEN-AIK PttOVAGANDA.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.30, F. liaslam, “ The Life and Time3 

of Voltaire.”
Camb rwell (Station-road) : 11.30, J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., «  B’ ifty

Y e n s  of Science."
Olerkenwell Green : 11.30, Stanley Jones w ill lecture.
E dm onton-A ngel-road: 7, Lucretius Keen, “ The Conserva

tion of Evil.”
Finsbury Park (near the band-stand): 11, S. E Easton, “ The 

Plagues of Egypt ’ j 3, A . G. Herzfeld, “ Conversions and Con- 
veris.”

Hammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 7, A . B. Moss, “ The 
Trial of Christianity." Corner of the G rove: Thursday, at 8, 
Bt. John will lecture.

Hyde Park inear Marble-arch): 11.30, A. B Moss, “ Man and 
the Lower Animals ”  ; 3.30, J. Bowney, «  Thé Death and Resur
rection of an Im m ortal God.”  Wednesday, at 8, F. Haslam, 
“ Bible Stories; are they True ? ’

Islington—l‘rebend-striet, i ackincton-slreet, Essex-road : 11.30, 
E Calvert, “ Is the Bib.e R eliable?”

Kenniugton Green (near the Vestry Hall) : 6.30, Stanley Jones 
w ill lecture.

Kingsland— Ridley.road (near Dalston Junction): 11.30, P. H. 
Snelling, “  Secularism or Christianity.”

Leyt m — High-road (near Vicarage-road) : 11.30, Lucretius 
Keen, “  A Def nee of m y Heresy.”

Mile End W aste: ll.3o , St. John, “ The Church Forward 
Movement."

Old Pim lico P ier: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ A fter Death, W h a t?"
Tottenham Green (e  nter of Beven Sisters-road) : 3.3o, Sam 

Standring, “ Over-Population.”
Victoria Para (near ihe fountain): 11.15, Geo. Standring will 

lecture; 3.15, St. John w ill lecture
Walthamstow—Markhous -road : 6.30, C James w ill lecture.
W ood lireen— Jollv Butcbers’ -h ill : 11.3“ , H Snell, “ The Gospel 

of Freerbought ” ; 6.30, S. E. Easton, “ Unfulfilled Prophecies.”  
Wednesday, at 8, Stanley Jones, “  Secularism and Social Matters.”

COUNTS Ï .
Belfast—Crown Chambers Hall, 64 Royal-avenue : 7, Thomas 

Millar, jun., “  Astronom y.”
Derby— Friar Gate Coffee Tavern : Tuesday, at 7.30, Mr. 

W nitn y, “  Myth and Miracle."
Huddersfield—Dyers' Club and Institute, Seed H ill: 3, A . B. 

Wakr field, “  W hy do the Clergy Fear Discission ?" j 6.30, “  Free- 
thought in History.”

Hull St. George’s Hall, 8 Storey-street: 6 30, important mem. 
bers’ m eeting; 7, Mr. BketchJey, “ The Origin of Tithes, etc.”

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hull, (it. Auue-street : 7, J. Ross, 
“  The Russians of To-Day.”

Manchester— Secular tlall, Rusliolme-road, A ll Saints: 11, O. 
Cohen, “ L u iretius” ; 3, “ Tne Origin o f M an” ; 6.30, “ Religion 
and Progre.s"

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Good Tem plar Hall, 2 Clayton-street East : 
3, monthly business meeting.

Portsmouth — Wellington Uall, Wellington-street, Houtlisea: 7, 
a meeting. Wednesday, at 8, dancing class for membem and 
fr ie t.da (3d.).

Sheriield — Hajl o f Science, Rockingham -street: 11, W . Heaford, 
“  Scim ce and the B ib le” , 3, “ Obscurities of Theology 7, ‘ The 
Enigma of Evil and the Mystery of Godi” (M orning and after
noon lectures n ar the Monolith, weather perm itting.)

South Shields—Oapt. Duncan’s Navigation Scuool, King-street, 
6.30, ethical clats ; 7 30, a meeting.

Sunderland—Long Room  above Bridge End Vaults, Bridge- 
street: 7, the Secretary, “  Constructive Rationalism."

O p e n -a ir  P r o p a g a n d a .
t-underland—near the M ner»’ Hall, Silkworth Colliery; 11, R. 

W eiglitinau, “ The AlUged Resurrection of Jesus.”

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
C. C ohen , 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road. London, E.—May 27, 

Manchester) 29, Battersea. June 3, m. Mile End, a. Victoria 
Park,e. Walthamstow; 5, Rattersea: 10, Liverpool; 12, Battersea; 
17, m. Finsbury Park, a Victoria Park, e. Battersea.

0. J. H unt, 48 Fordiugley-road, So. Peter’s Park, Loudon, W.—  
May 27, m Pimlico Pier. June 3, m. and a. Hyde Park, e Ham
mersmith; 10, m. Clerkeuwell Green, a. Regent’s Park; 17, m. 
Mile End, e. Lambetn ; 24, m Pimlico Pier, e. Edmonton.

A rthur b. Moss, 44 Oredon-roau, liotherhithe, L ou d on . »¡Jtl —  
May 27, m. Hyde Park, e Hammersmith. June 3, m. Westmin- 

| ster; lo, m. and a. Viotoiia Park ; 17, m. Wood Green, e. Edmon- 
I ton; 24, m. and e. Camberwell.

T ouzeau  P a r r is , Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 
London, W.—June 3, Camberwell.

Works by G. W. Foote.
The Grand Old Book. A reply

to the Grand Old Man. An Ex
haustive answer to the Right Hon 
W. E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable 
Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is. 
Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four 
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in 
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is. 
Superior edition, cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. fid. 
Letters to the Clergy. First

Series. 128pp., Is
A Defence o f Free Speech.

Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 
before Lord Coleridge. With a 
Special Preface and many Foot- 
notes. 4d.

Comic Sermons and other
FANTASIAS. C o n ten ts .A Ser
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon 
—A Sermon on Sin—A Bishop 
in the Workhouse—A Christmas 
Sermon—Christmas Eve in Hea
ven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday. 
¿ j ary_T he Judge and the Devil 
—Satan and Michael—The First 
Christmas — Adam’s Breeches— 
The Fall of Eve — Joshua at 
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon 
on Judas Iscariot. 8d.

Darwin on God. Gd. Superior
edition, in cloth, Is.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second 
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is, 3d,

Reminiscences o f Charles 
Bradlaugh. Gd.

Rome or Atheism—the Great
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d. 
Interview with the Devil. 2d

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d. 
Atheism and Morality. 2d. 
My Resurrection. A Missing

Chapter from the Gospel of 
Matthew, discovered by G. W. 
Foote. 2d.

The Folly o f Prayer. 2d. 
Ingersollism Defended agst

Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane? A search

ing inquiry into the mental con
dition of the Prophet of Naza
reth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An 
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d. 

What Was Christ ? A Reply 
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d. 
Salvation Syrup; or, Light

on Darkest England. A Reply 
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired? A
Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id 

The Dying Atheist. A Story,
Id.

The Rev.Hugh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A Lie in 
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A
Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Benant. 2d. 

The New Cagliostro. An
Open Letter to Madame Blavat- 
sky. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
wnat Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for 
Royalty. 2d.

WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS.
Christianity and Evolution (w ith preface, by J. M. W heeler), 

2s. 6d.—The bible and Evolution, l s — Locturts and Eaiays ls. —
Man and thè Lower Animale, ld .— L’ wo Revelations, 1d.__Desi" i
and Naturai Seleetion, ld . —Bible Stiuis (parta 1, 2 ,3 ), ld  eaeh.
Watts & Oo., 17 Johnson’s-eourt ; R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

MR. BRADLAUGH’S GRAVE.

PH O T O G R A P H  of the Burial Place and Monument
of the Great Leader, takeh and published with the kind permission 

of Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner.
Size, 6*4 by 4Vz on India tint board 10 by 8, ordinary tone, 9d.

,, „ „ bromide (black grey tone), ls , postage 2d.
„  10 by 8 „ • board, 18 by 14, ordinary ls. Gd., bromide 2s.,

postage 3d.
Mrs. Bonner says; “ You have been wonderfully successful with all 

the photographs."
J. BRANDON MIDLAND, Photographer, 70 Borough High-street, 

Loudon, S.E. Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

W .  J .  R e n d e l T a  
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Bosunt in •* Law of Popular 
turn,”  page*JY, infl Dr. AHbutt in “  W ife’s Elanu- 

page 61. Made Boleiy by J. Pullkn, 15 Ohad- 
well.Ktroet, Olerkenwell: 2s. do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities;. For particulars send stampeo 
envelope. Higgtnson’** 1 Syringe with Vertical ANI 
Reverse Current, 3s. Gd. 4s. 6d. and 5b. fid. Dr 
Palfrey's Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, ls . 2d 
Dr. Allbutt’ g Quinine Powders, 8». doz. All price» 
pom free

W. J, Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

(Near the “  Angel.”

eiTANTON, the People s Dentist, 335 Strand (opno- 
) site Somerset H ouse).—TEF.Trt on VULCANITE. 

2b. 6<1. each, upper or lower set, £1, Bast quality, 4* 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hou * 
whan required, repairing or alterations in two hours 
If you pay more than the above they are fancy 
oharge« Tooth on plaii.ura 7k. 6d. ouch on 13e 
gold 15s. »tunning 3«. lid., oitractlon 1«., painless 
vss. f .

TO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen
l requiring SUPERIOR CUT GARMENTS 

at moderate prices. First-class Style and Fit 
Guaranteed.—H. HAMPTON, ArtiBte Tailor, 14 
Great Castle-street, VV. Three doors from
Regent-street. [Patronised by leading Free
thinkers.]

MARGATE." Strine11 Drive.
H O T E L ,  

Bed and
Breakfast from 2s fid. A large room to seat 500. 
Beanfeasts and other parties liberally treated.
^HOULD WOMEN b e  PUNISHED for having 
^  Many Children ? 4d. T. F. T. K ingfisher, 
Leeds.

Mr. Foote’s Portrait.
b  y A ilE Y .

Cabinet Size, le. Poet free, carefully 
packed, ls. Id.

Imperial Size, very fino, 3s. Post froe, 
carefully packed, 3s. 2d.
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FREETHOUGHT HEADQUARTERS
AND

BRADLAUGH MEMORIAL.

I n order to provide Suitable Headquarters for the Secular 
Party iu London, which shall also b i a worthy Memorial of its 
lato leader, CHARLES BRADLAUGH, the

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY (Lim ited)
has been formed under the Friendly Societies Acts. Of this 
Society Mr. G. \V. Foote,

President of the N.S.S., is Chairman, 
and every one of the Directors is, and must be, also a member 
of the NS.S. *

The Hall o f Science, London, where Charles Bradlaugh 
lectured and organised for so many years, has been purchased 
with all its fixtures and furniture. £1,000 of the purchase 
money was paid on taking possession .at Midsummer 1892. 
The remainder is payable iu half-yearly instalments over a 
period of five years.

It is intended to rebuild the front part of the prem iss as 
soon as possible, so as to provide a first-class Secular Institute, 
with every accommodation for classes and social intercourse.

This can only be done by the assistance of the whole Secular 
Party, who are hereby appealed to earnestly. The shares are 
£ l each, payable in easy instalments of 2s. 6d. on application, 
2s. 6d. on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on each call, of which two 
months’ notice must be given.

FO R M  OF A P P L IC A T IO N .
Gentlemen,—

Please allot me.......... Shares in the “  National Secular

WORKS BY Gr. W. FOOTE,

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and lagely 
rewritten.— (1) The Creation Story, 2 d .; (2) Eve 
and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cain and Abel, Id .; (4)
Noah’s Flood, 2d.; (5) Ttio Towel of Babel, Id ;
(0) Lot’s Wife, Id .; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id .; (8)
The Wandering Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, id .;
(10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) Jonah and the Whale,
Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A Virgin Mother,
2d .; (14) The Resurrection, 2d .; (15) The Cruci
fixion, Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Bible Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrapper ... I 0
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jeplithah 
and Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I., (10) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon,
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha,
(21) General John, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) The 
Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ilnsea), (24)
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each sinyhj.

The Cnrrjlete. W ork ,  hound in  cloth ... ... 2 6

WILL CHRIST SAVE US?
B y G. W . F o o t e .

A  thorough Examination of the Claims of Jesus Christ 
to be considered the Savior of the World.

Hall Society', Limited,”  on account of which allotment I here
with hand you the sum of..............pounds............... shillings,
being a deposit o f.............. pounds...............shillings per share
thereon. And I hereby agree that, if admitted a Share
holder in the above-named Society, I will conform to its rules, 
and to such of its bye-laws as may be from time to time in 
force.

Name (in  fu ll) .............................................................................

Postal address..............................................................................

Occupation ( i f  any)......................................................................

CUT THIS our AND FILL IT IN,
and forward (with remittance) to the Secretary—

M IS S  E. M. VAN CE ,
28 Stonecutter Street, London, E.C.

NEW PAMPHLETS BY CHARLES WATTS.
S E C U L A R IS M : IT S  R E L A T IO N  T O  T H E  

SOCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE D A Y. Price 2d .; by 
post 2id.

IS  T H E R E  A  L IF E  B E Y O N D  T H E  G R A V E ?
The Secular Position Stated. Price 3d .; by post 3id .

E D U C A T IO N  : T R U E  A N D  F A L S E . (Dedicated
to the London School Board.) Price 2d .; by post 2Jd. 

London Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleot-stroet, E.O.

ADVICE TO THE MARRIED
All persons whoso circumstances will not permit them to 

maintain a large family should send for

"PRUDENCE AND PLENTY,”
an interesting dialogue, which should bo read by all who wish 
to maintain and improve their position in life.

Copy, together with our Illustrated List of all the MODERN 
APPLIANCES as recommonded by Dr. Allbutt and Mrs. 
Besant, sent on receipt of stamped envelope to—

E. LAMBERT & SON,
Manufacturers of Hygienic and Malthusian 

A p p lia n ce s ,
60 and 62 QUEEN’S ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, N.E. 

from R. Forder,

PRICE SIXPENCE.

Flowers of Freethought.
B r  G .  W .  F O O T E .

FIFTY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.
221pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

R. F okder , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

BIBLE STUDIES:
AN ESSAY ON PHALLIC WORSHIP, 

AND OTHER CURIOUS RITES AND CUSTOMS.
By J. M. WHEELER.

Contents:—Phallic Worship Among tlio Jews—Circumcision 
—Moses at the Inn—The Brazen Serpent— Religion and Magic 
—Toboos—Blood Rites— Seapo Goats—Trial by Ordeal—Bible 
Witchcraft—Saul’s Spiritualist Scanco—Sacrifices—Passover 
—The Evolution of Jahveh—Joshua and the Sun—Hebrew 
Prophets—Old Testament Marriage—Song of Solomon—Sacred 
Seven.

2/6 Superior paper, Illustrated, bound in cloth. 2/6

BUY ONLY OF THE MAKERS.
THE SOVEREIGN BEDSTEAD, 3ft. by 6ft.

Stout 1 in. Very Strong 
and Handsome, with wire- 
wove Spring Mattress and 
Patent Adjustment. Sent 
any part of England or 
Wales, carriage paid for 
20s. The greatest value 
ever oilered.

A  Full-Sized Bedstead 
and Mattress of very 
superior character anej. 
finish, 29s. 6d.

LADD AVIS & CO., Ma RTINEAU STREET, BIRMINGHAM.
B uy D irect and Save 20 per 
Cent. Price 25s. only, packed 
and carriage paid to any part 
of England and Wales. Strong, 
Handsome Bassinette Peram
bulator, four rubber - tyred 
wheels, brass-jointed, rever
sible hood, piped top, com
plete, with buckle straps, 
centre seat, art china handle, 
and apron beautifully finished 
and upholstered. Also our 
very superior Suspension Bas
sinette Perambulator, with 
papier-machó body. A thing 
of beauty and joy for ever. 
Sent packed and carriage paid 
for 35s. Marvellous v/due. i 

LADD AVIS it CO., 
MARTINEAU STREET, 

BIRMINGHAM.



344 THE FREETHINKER. May 27, 1894.

J . W .  G O T T  intends to  v is it

SOUTH SHIELDS,
Newcastle and District,

On the dates arranged for the Great Debate between M R . C H A R L E S  W A T T S  and M R . G E O . W IS E , 
South Shields, May 30 and 31, 1894; also for a few days afterwards.

J \ U  n  will thank all readers of this Journal who live in those districts to forward a post-card giving 
> V V . vJT. their name and address, after which he will have the pleasure of calling upon them and showing 

all his latest and best patterns in

GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHS & LADIES' DRESS FABRICS-
Measurements taken for OVERCOATS, SUITS, and

THE FAMOUS 10/6 TROUSERS TO M EASURE.
Everybody will be surprised at the value offered in goods which come

DIRECT FROM THE WAREHOUSE.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4  UNION STREET, BRADFORD
WHY BE ILL ? THE

HOUSEHOLD DOCTOR
Or MEDICINE MADE EASY.

By GEORGE THWAITES, 
Wholesale and Retail Herbalist,

2 CHURCH ROW, STOCKTON-ON-TEES. 
Sixpence each, or by post six penny stamps.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread, 

Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit, 
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Cure of Disease, 
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness, 
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long 
Worms, Tape Worms, Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. II. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

The Healing Power of Nature ; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease; 
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Pood; 
Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion; Salt; Saline 
■Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and 
Sleeplessness ; Want of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for Workers, Shop 
Assistants, and Servants; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and cn 
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated 
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. III. For Postal Order for I s .2d.

Health and Wealth; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure 
Air, and How to Get i t ; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and 
Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect Foods j Green Foods; Suppers; 
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to 
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live Oi«e 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubhs, Flatulence, 
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or 
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by 
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. IV. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings 
Banka, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its 
Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic 
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices, 
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant 
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and 
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or 
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, 
Epidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

The Four Volumer, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. Gd. 
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers. Post free 

from the Author fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. Id.
R h e u m a t ism  : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Co n su m ptio n  : Its 

Cause and Cure. Post free 7d.—D ie t  a n d  D ig e s t io n . Post free 7d. 
T h r e e  P a m p h l e t s  to  Y oung  M e n . Post free I s. Id.

%* All these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in 
cloth in one volume. Post free 8s. Gd.

All the above can be g o t  from  D r . T. It. ALLINSON, 4 S p a n is h  P l a c e , 
M a n c h e s t e r  Sq u a r e , L o n d o n , W. 

nouns of Co n su lta tio n  are—Morning from  10 a.m. to i  p .m .; fee, 
JOs. 6d. Evening from  6 to  8 ; fee, 5s.

Tatients visited in London for a fee of 10s. 6d. Patients visited in the 
gauntry. Fee according to distance and the time occupied in going and 
’'•turning. Advice Given by post.

Those who value health— and I presume all do, as we are 
not of much account without it— should have one of these books.

Tho symptoms of most diseases we suffer from are fully 
described, with a cure by herbs, which are Nature’s remedies; 
or a Herb Recipe sent to auyone on receiving a directed 
wrapper, or a stamp-directed envelope, to Cure any Disease 
or Disorder.

Price List Free on application at the above address.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait ana autograph, bound in clotht gilt lettered. 

Price Is., post free.
*#* In order to bring the information within the reach o f the poor, the 

moat important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet o f 112 pages 
at one p e n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the pampnlet for distribution la
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
:an be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. A llb u tt, and 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms 

The Trade supplied by R. F o r d e u , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O. 
Other orders should be sent to the author.
<1. R. HOLMES. HANNEY. WANTAQE, BERKS.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, 
London, E.G.


