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MR. GLADSTONE’S RELIGION.

M r . Gladstone’s resignation is a fact o f religious, as 
well as political, significance. I t  will presently be 
perceived that he has been a great Conservative 
influence. N ot only has he held Radicalism in check 
b y  his unquestionable ascendancy and the glamor of 
o f  his personality; he has also been a bulwark to the 
cause o f  religion. Certainly his defence o f the B ible 
was a pitifu l perform ance, like his reply to Ingersoll. 
B ut that did not matter. O n ly  a handful o f people, 
after all, took the trouble to read the great statesman’s 
apologies fo r  the Christian faith. I t  was enough that 
he was on the side o f orthodoxy. Christian advocates 
never tired o f exclaiming that the greatest statesman 
o f the age, one o f brilliant intellect and unsurpassed 
eloquence, who led the L iberal party and held the 
office o f Prim e Minister, was a devout Christian, a 
believer in the inspiration o f the Bible, and a subscriber 
to the cardinal doctrines o f all the churches. Such an 
exclamation, o f course, was lost upon persons who had 
the courage and ability to think for  themselves. B ut 
it served the turn witli the m ultitude, who are always 
prone to be overawed by  the authority o f “  great 
names.”

N ow  that M r. Gladstone has resigned, and practi
cally disappeared from  the active political world, we 
shall hear less and less, and finally nothing, o f this 
cheap argument fo r  Christianity. M r. G ladstone’s 
successor is not exactly a pious man. L ord  Roseberry 
is essentially a man o f the world, with a saving sense o f 
humor. H e may profess himself a Christian, but he 
will never write articles in defence o f Christianity. A t  
bottom , he is more a friend o f culture than a friend o f 
religion. A n d  when this is taken in conjunction with 
the presence in the Cabinet o f an open Freethinker 
like M r. M orley, it shows that orthodoxy is losing 
ground in favor o f scepticism on the one hand and in
difference on the other.

M r. Gladstone is the last great figure o f an old 
school which has had its day. N either the Church o f 
England nor the N onconform ist Conscience will rule in 
the future. T he secularisation o f public life  grows 
apace, and tbe time is not far distant when the very 
name o f G od  will sound strange in Parliam ent, despite 
the attendance o f the chaplain. R eligious considera
tions will be dismissed to the sphere o f individual 
privacy, and the language o f secular civilisation will

Erevail in all assemblies for the transaction o f public 
usiness. In  another fifty  or a hundred years the 

ostentatious profession o f Christianity will be rather a 
disadvantage than an assistance to statesmen, and he 
will be most trusted by the people who talks as little as 
possible about the affairs o f any world but this. Even 
at present there is a certain allowance made for M r. 
Gladstone. H is occasional appeals to the A lm ighty 
are winked at on account o f age and personality. A  
smaller or a younger statesman m ight be reminded
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that the A lm ighty ’s approval or disapproval would 
make very little difference in the division lobby, and 
that a m onth’s prayer would be less effective than the 
services o f a good W hip .

M r. Gladstone’s religion is out o f date in the political 
sphere. H enceforth  we shall only find it in churches. 
A n d  the fact shows how far we have advanced on the 
path o f national scepticism.

G . W . F O O T E .

T H E  GOSPEL OF P E T E R *

T h e  author o f S upernatura l R eligion  has been know n 
for twenty years as a gentlem an o f learning, fine 
critical acumen, and impartial judgm ent. The recently 
discovered fragment o f the gospel o f Peter being o f 
considerable im portance in  the study o f Christian 
evidence, a monograph upon it from  his too little used 
pen is exceedingly w elcom e. As text to the volum e 
the passage from  Luke i. 1 appropriately appears— 
“  Forasmuch as m a n y  took  in hand to draw up a 
narrative concerning the matters w hich  have been 
fu lly  believed am ong us.”  A fter an account o f the 
discovery o f the manuscript, he gives a translation o f 
its sixty verses (tho Greek appears in  an appendix) and 
proceeds to analyse both the external and internal 
evidences o f the gospel.

The Church long had a tradition that Peter wrote a 
gospel. Justin refers to,h is m em oirs. Origen m entions 
the Gospel according to Peter. So also do Jerom e and 
Theodoret. It  is probably referred to the epistle 
ascribed to Barnabas, in the epistle o f Polycarp to the 
Corinthians, and used in the Diatessaron o f Tatian. 
Eusebius says that Serapion, B ishop o f A ntioch , dated 
about a .d. 190, wrote a w ork  upon the so-called Gospel 
according to Peter, w hich  he com posed to refute its un
truths. A ccord ing  to Eusebius, Serapion said “  wo 
borrow ed this gospol from  others w ho used it—that is 
to say, from  the follow ers o f those w ho introduced it 
before him , w hom  w e call D ocetm — for most o f its 
thoughts are o f thiB sect.”  The fragm ent agrees with 
this description, the last w ords o f Jesus on the cross 
being, “  Pow er, m y  Power, thou hast forsaken me.”

The gospel is m anifestly an independent story, drawn 
from  sim ilar but varying sources, from  thoso o f tho 
canonical gospels. Its priority is probable from  its 
om ission o f m any particulars found in  them. A  fu ll 
com parison o f their differences and resemblances is 
inude by  our author, and the com parison is not to tho 
disadvantage o f “  Peter ”  in  point o f cred ibility . For 
instance, our author says (p. 4 9 ) :  “  It is distinctly a 
merit in the narrative o f Peter that he does not, liko 
the four Evangelists, g ive us tho extraordinary spec
tacle o f a Rom an Governor and Judge feeb ly  expostu
lating with a noisy Jew ish m ob in  favor o f an accused 
person brought for trial before him , w hom  he repeatedly 
declares to be innocent, and at last a llow ing liim solf to 
be coerced against his w ill into scourging and cru cify 
ing him .”  The Gospel o f  Peter indeed suggests the 
possibility that the D ocetic form  o f Christianity was 
earlier than the orthodox view .

* The Gospel According to V eter: a Study, by the author of Super- 
atural Religion. Loudon: Eonflinhus, Green and C o .; 1894. Six 
hillings.
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The w ork is by  Peter, or else a forgery written in his 
name, for the last verse o f the fragment runs, “  But 
I Sim on Peter, and A ndrew , m y brother, took our nets 
and went to the sea, and there was w ith us Levi, the 
son o f Alphseus, w hom  the Lord . . . But the same 
may be said o f the second epistle ascribed to Peter. It 
begins in the name o f Peter, though allowed to be 
spurious, even by Canon Farrar. W hoever the author, 
it is most notable that, going over sim ilar ground to 
our gospels, he should have passed over, altered, 
and contradicted so many points in  their story. The 
gospel confirms the other evidence that, in  the early 
days o f Christianity, m any fabulous yarns were in 
circulation. Those w hich  have com e dow n to us have 
had the benefit o f  m uch touching up, but this has been 
insufficient to obliterate their inherently incredible 
character.

Dr. Bendel Harris argues for the com paratively late 
date o f the structure o f the gospel o f Peter because it 
shows traces o f a h igh ly evolved prophetic gnosis and 
in  particular most o f the apparently new  matter w hich 
it contains is taken from  the Old Testament. But 
h ow  does this apply to the canonical gospels ? Could 
there be a more glaring piece o f false construction and 
manufactured history than that in Matt, xxi., w hich  
makes Jesus ride into Jerusalem on two donkeys, 
because Zachariah said, w ith  poetical iteration, “  T hy 
king com eth sitting upon an ass and a colt the foal o f 
an ass.”  Dr. Harris sees that alleged history has been 
constructed out o f prophecy in the case o f the gospel 
o f Peter, but he does not see that this cuts the ground 
from  under the w hole gospel story. I f  “ P eter” 
invented some incidents to fit the Old Testament may 
not “ Matthew,”  “ Mark,”  “ Luke,”  and “ J o h n ”  have 
invented others ? Matthew, for instance, makes his 
hero go to Egypt “  That it m ight be fu lfilled w hich 
the Lord spoke by the prophets, saying ‘ Out o f Egypt 
have 1 called m y son.’ ”  Mark makes John the Baptist 
prophesied by  Isaiah. John makes the soldiers to 
fu lfil a saying w hich is in the Septuagint, but not in 
the H ebrew  B ible. The entire yarn o f a w onder
w orking Messiah is founded on the prophecies, and 
has little better to sustain it. Moses brought water 
from  the rock, and fed  the Jews in the wilderness. 
E lijah  raised the w idow ’s son. W hatever was expected 
o f the Messiah Christians were ready to ascribe to their 
blessed Savior. As they could not get over the fact o f 
liis having met an ignom inious death, they made his 
death into a voluntary atonement.

The author o f Supernatural R eligion  has no 
difficulty in showing, that in such stories as those o f 
the Transfiguration, the test o f the h igh ly evolved 
prophetic gnosis applies far more reasonably to the 
discredit o f the canonical gospels, than to that of 
Peter. H is conclusion, w ith  w hich  I have tho honor 
to coincide, is expressed in the fo llow in g  w o rd s :

“  In no far as the gospel according to Pctor is concerned, tho 
impartial verdict must bo: It is neither better nor worso 
than tho moro fortunato works which have found a safe 
rosting-placo within tho Canon of tho Church. It is almost 
impossible, now, to judge of these works as we judge tho 
fragment Centuries of reverenco, and individual habit of 
hearing their contents with docility and with bated criticism, 
have rendered most of us incapable o f judging tho effect 
which a good part of their contents would mako upon us, if, 
like tho fragment of Akhmun, they had been freshly 
discovered yesterday.”

He further notices that the canonical gospels 
secured a gradual revision w h ich  m ight have sm oothed 
away any roughness from  the gospel o f Peter, had it 
been equally fortunate. “  It is the m erit o f the 
fragm ent that it presents considerable variation in  the 
original sources, and shows us the fluidity o f tho 
early reports o f that w hich  was supposed to take place 
during the period w hich  it embraces. W e have in  it 
a prim itive and less crystalised form  o f the Christian 
tradition .”  J. M. Y / h e k l e b ,.

HOW TO HELP OS.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker 

. aud try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies 
that remain unsold.

(S) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your 
acquaintances.

(3 Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and thon in tho train.
the car, or tho omnibus.

W HO W A S D A R IU S, T H E  M E D E ?

E v e n  less than thirty years ago, it w ould have been 
nothing short o f direct madness to have attempted to 
solve this vexed question. N ow , how ever, w ith  our 
ever-increasing know ledge o f the ancient languages of 
Persia, Babylonia, and Assyria, we are able to em bark 
w ithout fear upon a task w hich  but a few  years ago 
w ould have been hopeless. One o f the great literary 
achievements o f this era has been the resurrection, as 
it were, o f the history o f W estern Asia. The names o f 
Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, and m any others were 
know n to us on ly  from  vague passages here and there 
in scripture, or from  historians w hose authenticity was 
more or less doubtful. Owing, how ever, to the labors 
o f Layard, Rawlinson, and m any other em inent 
scholars, the vast literature o f Babylonia, after a lapse 
o f more than 4,000 years, is once more brought to the 
light o f day. The progress o f the decipherm ent o f the 
cuneiform  inscriptions o f Assyria and Babylonia has 
been and is steadily progressing. It cannot be too 
strongly urged that these docum ents should be used 
freely in b iblical criticism . In  the first place we have 
the direct statements as they left the hands o f the 
ancient scribes ; and secondly, being written on clay 
and terra cotta, w hen once passed through the k iln  and 
baked, it is im possible to interpolate or erase anything 
without it being distinctly seen. The B ible, on the 
other hand, was written by  nobody know s w ho and 
nobody know s how. M oreover, being in  manuscript 
until com paratively recent years, it has been interpo
lated over and over again. W e fear, how ever, that we 
have departed from  our point, but it is im possible to 
deal with the subject before us w ithout Borne pre
lim inary examination o f the source from  w hich  we 
draw our inform ation. In  Daniel v. 31 we read : “  A nd 
Darius the M edian took the kingdom , being about three
score and tw o years old.”  Here, as w ill be seen, is a 
distinct statement to the effect that a certain Darius, 
w ho was a Mede, took the kingdom  im m ediately after 
the death o f Belshazzer. Let us now  exam ine the 
native docum ents on this matter, and see whether they 
are able to tell us anything concerning this Darius. 
A las! they are silent. The native account o f the 
capture o f B abylon is preserved in  the British Museum. 
It is a cylinder, in the shape o f a barrel, and is inscribed 
in cuneiform  characters, and was written by  order o f 
Cyrus, k ing o f Persia. This docum ent inform s us that 
Cyrus started his campaign in tbe month E lul (August), 
that the inhabitants o f the land o f A kkud, w hich  was 
Northern Babylonia, revolted ; and so the arm y o f 
Cyrus advanced on the city  o f Sippara, w hich  was cap
tured on the 14th day o f the same m onth. On the lGth 
day, Gobryas, the governor o f Gutiurn, and the Persian 
army advanced on Babylon, hearing o f w hich  N ebo- 
nidus, the king, fled to Borsippa. W ithout fighting, 
Cyrus entered Babylon. N ebonidus was captured, but 
died shortly afterwards, Cyrus being k ing in  his stead.

It w ill bo seen that there ia not a w ord here about 
Darius nor Belshazzer either. N o Oriental w riter nor 
any Babylonian inscription knows anything about 
Darius, the Mede. Is he a m yth ? Let us see. Cyrus, 
before capturing Babylonia, had made war with M edia, 
and had conquered that country before starting on his 
Babylonian cam paign. It w ould therefore be possible 
that the m uch-wanted Darius, the Mede, is no one more 
or less than Cyrus h im self, w ho w ould  o f course be the 
k ing o f Media as w ell as o f Persia. This, how ever, is 
m erely an hypothesis. Daniel says distinctly that 
Darius, the Mede, took the kingdom . W e must there
fore com e to the conclusion that this Darius is Cyrus 
under another name, or that he m erely existed in  the 
imaginative brain o f the writer o f Daniel v., and con 
sidering that no Babylonian docum ent m entions the 
existence o f such a person, m uch loss his rule over 
B abylonia, and considering also that no Oriental writer 
know s anything at all about him , we m ay dismiss the 
fam ous Darius, the Mede, as one o f the m any persons 
m entioned in scripture w ho in  reality never existed.

N e b o .

“ Givo the Devil his duo, Pat, and where would you bo at 
this moment P" “  Alono, your honor.”
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E D U C A TIO N  A N D  TH E O LO G Y.

II.
I t  has always been o f the utmost im portance that the 
nature and object o f education should be clearly 
understood. But it is more than ever desirable that 
its true m eaning and purpose should be recognised at 
the present time, w hen the members o f the Church 
party on the London School Board are persistently 
striving to subvert the National policy  o f education. 
These theological obstructionists must be rem inded 
again and again, that no man ought to be com pelled, 
either d irectly or indirectly, to pay fo r  teaching his 
ow n or his neighbor’s ch ildren  a religion  in  w hich  he 
does not believe. Public schools ought to be secular, 
free from  religions o f all kinds, for these have always, 
w ith few  exceptions in w hich  Christianity cannot be 
included, been a constant source o f dissension, strife 
and dispute. A m erica does her public schooling w ell, 
and is fa irly  free from  what we quaintly call “  The 
R eligious D ifficulty.”  The Independent (U .S.), refer
ring to certain sections w hich, even in Am erica, w ould 
like to get hold o f the schools, says: “ The tim e has 
com e w hen all religious denom inations must affirm 
that no public m oneys shall be used for sectarian 
instruction ; the tim e-honored principle o f the 
separation o f Church and State must be again 
emphasised. I f  a church is not w illin g  to support its 
ow n  schools, it cannot com e to the State for aid. Our 
public schools must be kept free from  the touch 
o f ecclesiastical control. N o church has a right to use 
ecclesiastical pains and penalties to control the vote o f 
A m erican citizens.”

The clergy are constantly boasting that the children 
o f past generations were indebted to the Church for 
the education they received. It is true, that before 
1870, religious bodies were active in  im parting a 
certain kind o f instruction in  British and National 
schools, but little or no education, in its truest sense, 
was given. Reading, w riting, spelling and arithm etic, 
constituted the w hole o f the instruction w hich  the 
children o f the w orking classes received in those 
days. O f course, tuition in these four departments is 
necessary, but these branches do not com prise 
education in  its highest and fullest sense ; they are 
on ly  the means w hereby education is obtained. Even 
know ledge is not necessarily education, w hich  consists 
in  the ability to use what is know n w isely, not on ly 
for the benefit o f  the individual, but also for the 
welfare o f general society. True education involves 
physical and moral training, intellectual discipline, 
and the form ation o f character. It includes the 
im parting o f authentic know ledge about thephenom ena 
o f  nature and o f man. Professor H uxley, in the 
March num ber o f M acm illan, 1868, wrote as fo llow s ;

“ By way of a beginning, let us ask ourselves, What is 
education ? And, above all things, what is our ideal of a 
thoroughly liberal education ? Of that education which, if 
wo could begin life again, we would give ourselves—tho 
education which, if we could mould the fates to our own will, 
we would give our children. Well, I  know not what may be 
your conception upon this matter, but I will tell you mine, 
and I hope that I shall find that our views aro not very 
discrepant. Suppose it were perfectly certain that the life 
and fortuno of everyone of us would one day or other depend 
upon his winning or losing a game of chess. Don't you 
think that we should all consider it to bo a primary duty to 
learn at least the names and the movos of the pieces; to 
have a notion of a gambit, and a keen eye for all the means 
of giving and getting out of check ? Do you not think that 
wo should look with disapprobation amounting to scorn upon 
the father who allowed his son, or the State which allowed 
its members, to grow up without knowing a pawn from a 
knight ? Now, it is a very plain and elementary truth that 
the life, the fortune, and the happiness of every one of us, 
and, more or less, of those who are connected with us, do 
depend upon our knowing something of the rules of a game 
infinitely more difficult and complicated than chess. It is a 
game which has been played for untold ages, every man and 
woman of us being one of the two players in a game of his or 
her own. The chess-board is the world, the pieces the 
phenomena of the universe, the rules of the game are what 
wo call the laws of nature. Well, now what I moan by 
education is learning the rules of this mighty game. In 
other words, education is the instruction of the intellect in 
the laws of nature, and the fashioning of the affections and 
of the will into harmony with those laws. Bor ms education 
moans neither more nor lees than this: anything which

professes to call itself education must be tried by this 
standard, and, if it fail to stand the test, I will not call it 
education, whatever may be the force of authority or of 
numbers upon the other side.”
This is a k ind o f education that the Church has never 
understood, and therefore has never taught. The Earl o f 
H ardw ick, at the opening o f Parliam ent, N ovem ber 19, 
1867, is reported to have said, “  A ll that was required 
for  the w orking classes was to teach them  to read the 
B ible.”  A n d  Dr. A dam  Smith states, in  his W ealth  o f  
N ations, “  The object o f religious instruction is not so 
m uch to render the people good citizens in  this w orld , 
as to prepare them  for another and a better w orld  in  
the life  to com e,”  This is the sort o f “  education ”  
that the Church has im posed upon the rising genera
tion. The result has been that the real ob ject o f culture, 
w h ich  is to elevate and to d iscip line the moral nature 
o f man, has been retarded by  such theological instruc
tion.

W e desire to emphasise the fact that the true object 
o f  all correct education is to cultivate the faculties and 
to develop the sympathies that are com m on to all 
mem bers o f the human fam ily  ; to make them  intel
ligent and hum ane, and to fit them  to play their part 
in  daily life  so as to harmonise w ith the good  o f all. 
B y what means can this be accom plished ? W e answer, 
b y  the acquirem ent o f secular know ledge and the study 
and application o f the sciences, for these create the 
very conditions o f existence that secure the greatest 
possible amount o f social happiness. In  order that our 
Board schools may be properly utilised for  these pur
poses, w e subm it that the teachers therein should 
devote the w hole o f their attention, w hen  teaching in  
school, to the inculcation o f practical truths, and leave 
speculative opinions concerning theology alone. These 
truths are sufficient to tax the ability  o f the teacher 
and to occupy the tim e o f the scholar, w ithout per
plexing.their m inds with such proposals as Mr. R iley 
and his religious supporters w ish to be carried out. 
These pious enthusiasts w ould  have B ible lessons given, 
the Trin ity  explained, and the ch ildren  told that Christ 
is God.

But, as the London  D a ily  Chronicle aptl y  
observes, i f  we once em bark on the enterprise o f 
drawing out a program o f theological study for School 
Board children we shall court the fate o f those w ho 
rush to the letting out o f waters. The ch ildren  w ill 
be taught a particular form  o f theology by  people w ho 
are never weary o f denouncing reform ers for teaching 
“  luxuries ”  at the expense o f the ratepayers. N othing 
can be more diverting than the attitude o f people who 
how l w ith rage because w e teach children w ho are to be 
handcraftsmen how  to draw a plan, but w ho wail and 
gnash their teeth because we do not teach them 
dogm atic theology, and indoctrinate them  in  tho anti
quities o f ecclesiastical history. It is worse than fo lly  
to urge that a girl cannot be taught all that is necessary 
to make her a good w ife  and a fon d  m other w ithout 
she is told  that the son o f Mary had no human father. 
H ow  can it qualify  a clerk, intellectually or m orally, 
to be assured that theologically one is three, and three 
are one ? Cannot a boy be prepared to becom e a good 
workm an w ithout being taught to subm it to bad 
masters, w h ich  is en joined  in  the N ew  Testament ? 
W ill it be im possible to have in  the future efficient 
statesmen and sound moralists except am ong such as 
taught that the ruling powerB in the universe were 
established, and are controlled  by  God ? Such notions 
are preposterous and w orthy on ly  o f the Dark Ages 
w hen theology was master o f the situation, and educa
tion amongst the masses was unknow n.

The facts o f science and the teachings o f the B ible 
cannot be taught as if  they were both true, w ithout 
confusing the youthful m ind, and causing erroneous 

! notions to be form ed. For instance, i f  the “  laws o f 
nature ”  are to be relied upon the doctrine o f prayer 
is a delusion ; i f  success in  life  is dependent upon 
intelligence and industry, it is not the gift o f God ; i f  
o f  ourselves we can do no good thing, self-im provem ent 
is im p ossib le ; i f  disease is caused through a violation 
o f natural law, it is not the result o f the possession o f 
devils ; i f  some persons were ordained to condem na
tion before they were born, there is no such thing as 
universal salvation ; i f  “  the w isdom  o f tho w orld  ”  is 
necessary to m an’s progress it ought not to be described
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as being “  foolishness w ith God.”  F inally, i f  the con 
tents o f the B ible cannot be understood b y  eminent 
scholars, children ought not to be expected to know  
its meaning, and to teach them that w hich  they cannot 
com prehend is a waste o f tim e and an in justice to 
taxpayers, w ho contribute m oney for the education, 
not for the bew ilderm ent o f the young. This is not a 
question on ly  o f personal conviction , but one o f 
national concern. Our contention is that the State 
has no right to bias the rising generation either for  or 
against religion, and every attempt to do so, should be 
opposed to the very last by  the Secular party.

Charles W atts.
(T o be concluded.)

A  F R E E T H IN K E R  A T  LARG E.

X V II I .— The Positivists at Newton Hall.
I t  is easier for a needle to pass through the eye o f a 
rich  man than for a camel to find N ew ton Hall on a 
dark w inter’s night. Certainly, w hen I essayed to 
discover the resting-place o f Mr. Frederic Harrison 
and his Positivist friends I “ got the h u m p ”  long 
before  reaching m y  destination. Fetter-lane, one o f 
L ondon ’s old-w orld  streets, is rich  in  gabled houses. 
Into its not too ample bosom  there run innum erable 
courts, alleys and passages w hich  give access to an 
intricate net-work o f lanes devoted on w orking days 
to the printing industry. N ow  N ew ton Hall is situate 
in  F leu r-de-lis -cou rt; but the puzzle was to find 
Fleur-de-lis-court. I entered the quaint old thorough
fare from  H olborn  on a dark Sunday evening, when 
Fetter-lane was as a city o f the dead. On either side 
I saw sepulchral passages, w ith, in most cases, a 
gleam ing lamp at the further end. I felt m y w ay in 
fear and trem bling up several o f those dism al entries, 
on ly  to find that the delusive lamp served to illum inate 
side-entrances to “  The Bloater and Flat Iron ,”  or other 
host.elries beloved o f the printing fraternity. A t length 
I found m y Fleur-de-lis betw een tw o hoardings, 
almost at the Fleet-street end o f Fetter-lane.

B y this tim e I was in a half-fainting, half-hysterical 
condition  ; but the h oly  calm  and quietness o f the 
Positivist tem ple soon restored me. N ew ton H all I 
found to be a fa irly  large and w ell-furnished 
apartment, capable o f seating some tw o hundred 
persons. The architecture and decorations o f the 
place are characteristic o f early eighteenth century 
w ork, and N ew ton Hall possibly form ed part o f the 
residence o f some noble and wealthy fam ily  w hen 
George I. left H anover to our undoing. The old 
cham ber has been transform ed by  the Positivists into 
a very com fortable m eeting-place. T w o rows o f chairs 
are d iv ided  by  a central aisle. A t the extrem ity o f the 
room  stands a small, sweet-toned organ, and near it a 
slightly  elevated platform  fitted w ith reading-desk and 
tw o lamps. Around the walls are placed busts o f tho 
w orld ’s greatest m en. A  book-stall near the door 
affords one an opportunity to purchase the literature 
o f H um anity upon strictly cash principles, and I 
expended a sh illing or tw o there, m uch to m y soul’s 
health.

On the evening o f  m y visit, Mr. Frederic Harrison 
delivered the last o f a series o f discourses on Positivism . 
The audience w h ich  assembled to hear him  was 
w orthy o f tho distinguished man o f letters w ho has 
for  so m any years devoted m uch ability and energy to 
the w ork  o f explaining and popularising the view s and 
theories o f Auguste Comte. The gathering was not 
large, perhaps num bering 150 all told  ; but as I looked 
at the earnest, thoughtful faces around me, I reflected 
that no preacher on the face o f the earth could  ever 
hope to attract an audience o f that kind, preach he 
never so w isely.

A t seven o’c lock  Mr. Harrison took his place at the 
reading-desk, and, after m aking a few  announcem ents 
relating to future arrangements, gave out the first verse 
o f  a “  hym n,”  w hich the congregation proceeded to 
sing with organ accom panim ent. This being finished, 
Mr. Harrison, w ithout further preface, read his d is
course.

It is here that m y trouble com m ences. Ham let, 
w ith  the part o f the crazy Prince om itted, w ou ld  be a

less ridiculous th ing than an account o f a visit to 
N ew ton H all, w ithout, at any rate, some attempt to 
body forth an outline o f Mr. Frederic Harrison’ s 
address. A t this m om ent I  am aghast at the w ork 
w hich  I ought to do, and w hich  I  know  very w ell I 
can not do. W hen  one goes to hear a parson preach 
one’s task is easy. From  a mass o f vapid verbiage one 
has sim ply to p luck out the idea (i f  haply there be 
one) and state it in  a few  words o f clear English. 
But o f verbiage there was none in  Mr. H arrison’s 
lengthy discourse. It contained no superfluous word, 
and condensation in  this case sim ply means mutilation. 
It w ould  be as reasonable to speak o f condensing a 
man by  cutting off his arms and legs. Therefore, 
whilst trying to give an abstract o f Mr. Harrison’s 
address, I w ill endeavor to record some o f the 
impressions w hich  it made upon m y m ind.

In the opening portion, Mr. Harrison dealt at length 
with the subject o f “ religion .”  H e used the w ord in  
an entirely non-theological sense, defining religion  as 
nature in  harm ony w ith  its conditions. T o discover 
the true conditions o f life , and then to order our lives 
so as to harmonise with those conditions—that is the true 
function  o f religion  ; and in this sense the profound 
aphorism o f Comte, “  Man grow s m ore and more 
religious,”  is the expression o f an eternal verity. 
Co-operation amongst men is the means o f  true reli
gious developm ent, and continuity o f life  m ultiplies 
the individual indefinitely. The life  and w ork  o f the 
race goes on, although individuals pass away. In the 
long run it w ill be found that happiness is the equiva
lent o f duty, and prosperity o f v irtue : that is, the 
perform ance o f duty brings happiness, and virtuous 
conduct ensures prosperity. Thus religion, in  its 
latter-day significance, realises the dreams o f the older 
theological faiths, in  w hich  men b lin d ly  groped fo r  the 
truth. R eligion abandons its supernatural claim s o f 
ten thousand years, and now  seeks on ly  to adjust man 
to his environm ent upon this planet. Does (theological) 
religion appeal to the whole nature o f m an— to his 
thought, powers o f action, and powers o f feeling  ? 
Theology can never affect or satisfy all o f  these. 
M any religious leaders, as Mahomet for  exam ple, tried 
to accom plish this com plete w ork ; but they all failed. 
T heology in  its conventional aspect has to-day retired 
from  the w hole vast field o f hum an life , activity and 
intelligence, and restricts itself to a few  metaphysical 
doctrines. In the field o f em otion and feeling, it pro
vides on ly  certain more or less fixed hours o f worship, 
o f  adoration o f a “  supreme being.”

It is tho business o f Positivism  to give the true depth 
and m eaning to all the aspects o f hum an life  and 
thought. The belief o f  man must be founded  upon 
clear canons o f reasoning, upon the truths o f science, 
and an accurate know ledge o f the course o f history 
and the developm ent o f m orality. H ence true P osi
tivism  is not m erely a theory o f tho universe ; it is a 
real education o f all the faculties. A n  ignorant 
believer cannot in the Positivist sense bo a really 
religious man. H e may be fervent in  his belief, 
whether in theology or in P ositiv ism ; but his ideas 
must be crude and easily led away by  nonsense like 
spiritualism, or sciolism  like phrenology ; or his m ind 
m ay be shaken upon such fundam ental subjects as 
marriage or the d iscip line o f children.

W ith regard to conduct, Positivism  teaches the 
necessity o f keeping oneself unspotted from  the world. 
It enjoins the perform ance o f duties in hom e and in 
daily tasks. It w ould make industry beneficent, instead 
o f cruel, and justice rule instead o f force. N eglect or 
ignorance o f this princip le causes untold m isery, 
despite lofty  professions o f m orality. A  better social 
state can on ly  be brought about by a com plete system 
o f rational ethics, not by copy-book  m axim s or cate
chism-responses.

Mr. Harrison then proceeded to explain and ju stify  
the Positivist idea o f “  worship,”  w hich, he said, was 
a set o f observances intended to train the heart and 
feelings. It was a com plete antithesis to the existing 
conventional idea o f w orship—the perfunctory repe
tition o f a set o f w ell-know n form ulas. The worship 
o f the heart included dom estic tenderness, education 
in duty, spiritual use o f noblest poetry, com m union  
w ith  noble spirits, and every generous act in  daily
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life . Positivist “  prayer ”  and w ork  im plied  the 
continual training o f the m ind to all lo fty  feeling.

A fter expounding other aspects o f the Positivist 
philosophy, Mr. Harrison proceeded to criticise the 
position o f the Atheist w ho appears to be the pet 
aversion o f Comtists. The great Auguste h im self said 
that the Atheist was “ the most irrational o f theo
logians.”  Mr. Harrison declared that the Atheist 
often borrow ed and used the weapons o f the intolerant 
Tkeist in his attempts to get rid  o f “ religion .”  It 
appeared to me, as I  felt the cold  stream o f scorn 
running dow n m y n5ck, that all the trouble arose from  
affixing different meanings to the same w ord. W hen 
I, as an Atheist, go out into the streets to com bat 
“  religion,”  that w ord  im plies to me, as to thousands 
o f others, a narrow, dom inating, persecuting creed, 
w hich  has im pelled its devotees in  bygone days to 
burn, torture, or im prison those w ho rejected its claims 
or questioned its pretensions. It is the Christianity 
w hich  has im prisoned m y friends and w ould  rob me 
o f m y bread-and-butter i f  it could  do so. It is the 
Christianity w hich  sets foolish  lads and degraded 
“  men ”  h ow ling at Freethought speakers, hoping 
vain ly to drown the voice o f reason and truth. This 
is the “ religion ”  against w hich  I fight, and shall con 
tinue to fight w hilst strength remains to me. But 
w hen I reach N ew ton Hall, “ religion  ”  com es to mean 
Bweetness, and light, and science, and justice, and 
brotherhood ; and it has no God, no Jesus Christ, no 
racks, no Sm ithfield fires and no H ollow ay Gaols. A nd  
Mr. Harrison pours out ten gallons o f superior scorn 
upon me because I have been “  attacking relig ion .”  
Surely the duty lies upon the Positivists to find some 
better title for  their synthesis than a w ord w hich  has 
for hundreds o f years been bound up w ith  theology 
and all its hideous brood. The w orld  w ill not give up 
its ancient ways and notions at the bidding o f a hand
fu l o f philosophers at N ewton Hall. Mr. H arrison and 
his friends may define “  religion  ”  as they please ; but 
to the rest o f m ankind the old w ord w ill convey 
the old meaning long after ou r  coffins have been 
ordered and sent home.

This little passage o f arms has occupied space w hich 
I m ight perhaps have more appropriately used in record 
than in controversy. But it matters little whether Mr. 
Harrison’s address is truncated more or less : it were 
im possible, under any practicable conditions, to do 
anything like justice to a discourse w hich  charmed 
me by  its literary grace and im pressed me by  its force 
and sincerity. I pass over w ithout ill-w ill the speaker’s 
unsym pathetic reference to Atheists ; for  there is surely 
in the National Secular Society no more pronounced 
Atheist than Frederic Harrison the Comtist, and the 
question between us is one o f m ethod rather than of 
principle.

It m ay be added, in conclusion, that Mr. Harrison 
and his friends at Newton Hall are not the on ly  Posi
tivist body in  London There is the older school in 
Chapel-street, where Dr. Congreve preaches Comte and 
him  sanctified amidst more picturesque and ecclesias
tical surroundings than in the puritan conventicle o f 
Fleur-de-lis-court. I m ay supplem ent this paper by  
some account o f a later visit to the rival school.

George Standring.

O B SE R V A TIO N S A N D  IM PRE SSIO N S.

Mr. COULSON Kernahan is a writer w ho, w e should 
say, has a future o f prom ise. H e is the master o f a 
peculiar, delicate, w eird style, w hich  yet is not by any 
means affected. H is latest book, however, entitled A  
Boole o f  S trange Sins, seems to have got h im  into 
trouble in some religious quarters. The book  is a 
collection  o f short “  studies,”  but the one that has 
caused the row  is called “ The Lonely God.”  The 
sketch, i f  we rem em ber rightly , appeared in  the Id ler  
a few  months ago, under another title. But a few  
oxtracis w ill illustrate Mr. Kernahan’s heterodoxy. 
H e makes a man converse w ith God, thus :—

“  And again the man : ‘ Thou art God the Eternal Ono, 
Unler of Earth and Sea. la it nothing to Thoo that all men 
worship Theo, and hold Thoo in reverence P ’

“ But to him the Almighty made answer : ‘ The thought of 
God is, to most men, but a plank to which they hope to cling

when the waters of death are closing over their heads. How 
many are there, thickest thou, who love the God they have 
never seen, as thou lovest thy wife and child.’ And the man 
said: ‘ Thou hast but to say the word, and, behold, all men 
must love Thee.’

“  But God answered him : ‘ The love which I compel I care 
not for.’ ”

Then the man suggests that God should create 
“ another God, like even unto T hyself, that so T hou  
mayest be alone no m ore.”

“  And yet again God said : ‘ That which I  create is but My 
creature, and can never be My companion; and from My 
loneliness, even Mine own Omnipotence is powerless to deliver 
Me.’

“  Rememberest thou not Him who was slain on Calvary, that 
men taunted Him, saying, * Ho saved others, Himself He 
cannot save.’

“  Even so from the loneliness wherefrom God saveth others. 
Himself God cannot save.’ ”
The writer o f such a book  as this is far gone on the 
“  dow n grade.”

It seems, how ever, that the L ondon  Q u arterly  
R eview  has called Mr. Kernahan’s “  a loathsom e book .”  
A n d  Mr. Kernahan has been annoyed, and wants a 
com m ittee o f W esleyan m inisters to sit and report on 
the matter. One w ould  have given  Mr. Kernahan 
credit for m ore back-bone than this.

In the W esleyan  Methodist M agazine there is an 
article by  Mr. George Jackson on “  The Unanswerable 
Argum ent for  Christianity,”  w h ich  turns out to be the 
pow er o f Jesus to heal lam e m en— m orally lam e, o f 
course. But the w riter drags in  the name o f C olonel 
Ingersoli, and brings up a man to confute the Colonel in 
this fashion, after one o f his discourses :

“  Well, sir, this is all very clever, but now listen to me. 
Two years ago I was a poor, devil-hunted wretch ; the drink 
had made of me a fiend and of my homo a h ell; I had a wife, 
but she had no husband ; I had children, but they had no 
father; I was a brute, and worse than a bruto. But Jesus 
Christ met me, and now everything is changed. You can see 
it for yourself if you will. Now, sir, you have ‘ explained ’ a 
groat doal, will you explain m e .”

W e should say at the start that, in addition  to being 
cured o f his drink-craving, the gentlem an had also 
acquired an interesting and m elodram atic m ode o f 
address, though whether Jesus was responsible fo r  this 
latter, we cannot o f course tell.

But w e w ould  venture to put to Mr. Jackson this 
p o in t : I f  Jesus was God, and God is the om nipotent 
creator o f  all things, what can be said fo r  his allow ing 
— nay m aking— this man becom e the wretch here 
represented, w hen in his om nipotence he cou ld  have 
prevented it ? W hen Mr. Jackson answers this, w e 
w ill explain how  a besotted character m ay be tem 
porarily reclaim ed b y  a religious hallucination.

A ll religions have their sacred shrines and their 
faith cures, all attested by  equally con vin cin g  evidence. 
A nd  i f  the drunken man w ith  the g lib  tongue dem on
strates the truth o f  W esleyan M ethodism , do not the 
cures at Lourdes equally demonstrate the truth o f 
Catholicism  ?

In fact, that is one fatal point against religion in 
general—there aro too m any religions in  particular. 
T hey m utually destroy each other. Say there are a 
thousand religions in the w orld— there are doubtless 
m ore— each religionist then believes that 999 are false. 
W ell, the Freethinker on ly disbelieves one 1-1,000th 
more than the religion ist—surely a petty offence to 
damn a man for. It is playing it low  dow n — very low  
dow n, indeed.

Mr. George Kennan, in  a letter to the P a ll M all 
Gazette, says that the Russian Press Censorship 
practically strangles Russian literature. “  Through a 
Russian author’s best thoughts and most telling 
illustrations, there is often drawn the rod line o f 
consorial prohibition .”  To stifle thought—and if  that 
be im possible, at least to stifle the freo expression o f 
thought— that is the aim o f every despotism. Rom e
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has its Index Expnrgatorius, Russia its Press Censor
ship. And it must not be forgotten that Russia is a 
very religious country, and the Czar a very  religious 
man. • • • •

Apparently there are some religious people w ho take 
a kind o f pleasure in referring to the author o f the A ge  
o f  Reason, as “  T om  Paine.”  Perhaps they think the 
fam iliarity insulting, yet assuredly it is a poor, cheap 
m ode o f insult. But certainly we d id  not expect to 
find a journal o f repute, like the L itera ry  W orld, 
descending to this depth. I f  a Preethought journalist 
were to persistently refer to Charley Spurgeon or Joey 
Parker, he w ould rightly degrade h im self in the eyes 
o f  everyone w ho respected the ordinary decencies of 
expression. But it is an old failing o f the religious 
m in d —in dealing with Freethinkers—to mistake 
vulgarity for smartness, and abuse for  force.

Mr. Price Hughes, review ing recently Mrs. Besant’s 
A utobiography, is com pelled to admit her heroism, her 
nobility , her love o f truth— or what she considers 
truth—for its ow n sake. A nd  he is appalled to 
“  realise how  outrageously she was m isunderstood and 
misrepresented only a few  years ago.”  But the 
reflection does not seem to carry any lesson to Mr. 
Hughes. Frederick Ryan .

PETER’S PENCE.

P eter’ s P ence claims to have apostolical authority. Did not 
the early Christians lay the produce of all their goods at the 
apostles’ feet P And did not Ananias, and Sapphira, his wife, 
come to a sudden death because they kept back part of the 
price, and lied about the matter? There were no coroners’ 
inquests in those days, or the blessed Peter might have 
reaped an earlier martyr’s crown. Paul, too, was a dabster 
at a collection. He writes to the Corinthians : “ I f  we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things? ” This has over boon tho motto of 
the Church : Hand over your ready cash, and yours shall be 
tho kingdom of heaven.

Tho Papists have a cock and bull story of how Offa, King  
of Mercia, dated 758-796, on account of the murder of 
Ethelbert, offored to pay an annual tax to tho Apostle Poter, 
his successor at Rome taking tho cash, and signing a receipt 
with the fisherman’s seal. This afterwards got construed 
into a tax of a silver penny by every family possessed of land 
or cattle, of the yearly value of thirty-pence. This was a nice 
drain on the resources of England for the benefit of prelates 
in Italy. Pope Gregory V II . tried to uso it to bring England 
into a relation of vassalage to tho Holy Seo, but our isolation 
and distance enabled England to preserve some measure of 
independency. Levied by tho legates, it was collected by tho 
bishops, often with difficulty, so that it was farmed out for 
what it would realise. Tho Romofeot, or as it was afterwards 
called, Romoscot and Romoshot, was always detested, and 
was at length abrogated by Act of Parliament, July 9, 1533.

When the gamo of extortion could no longor bo enforcod, 
tho faithful were called upon for freewill offerings. The 
proffer by the Italian government of a pension to Pio Nono, 
was mado the occasion of a fresh whip-up of Petor’s Pence, 
and ovory year poor Pat, Hans, Jacques, Carlo and Jose, 
shell-out for the prisoner of the Vatican, a sum which makes 
him ono of the richest men in the world. Curiously enough, 
one of tho principal proachcrs’ of Peter’s Ponce in England, 
was tho Dominican monk, Father Robert Rodolph Suffield, 
whose biography was reviowod in a late number, and who 
became a Froethinking Unitarian.

Does anybody dony that clergymon aro mombors of the 
surplice population ? ’

Sunday-school Teacher— “ You may repeat tho golden text,’ 
Johnnie— “ Thom wot’s got, gits, an’ them wot’s got nothin’, 
gits le ft !”

Teacher— “ Can any little boy tell mo why St. Peter is 
always at tho gato?” Johnny Ferguson— “ I  rockon ho’s a- 
layin’ for dose follies w’at robbod him tor pay Paul 1”

“ My boy,” said a certain Methodist minister, “ is tho most 
truthful littlo fellow that ever lived.” “ I  believe it,” answered 
Mr. Brown; “ I ’ve heard it said that tho suppressed qualities 
in the father always crop out in tho son.”

A  preacher who kept a huckster’s shop was hoard ono day 
to say to his shopman, “ John, havo you watered the rum ?” 
“ Yes.” “ Have you sandod the brown sugar?” “ Yes.”

Havo you wetted tho tobacco ?” “ Yes.” “ Then come in 
o prayers.”

A C I D  D R O P S .
Mr. Holyoake has not proved the truth of the Atheist 

Shoemaker story, but he has relieved the Christians from the 
necessity of considering its evidences. A  writer in the 
Christian Commonwealth describes his report as “  decisive, 
conclusive, and complete.”  Of course the readers of this pious 
journal are not referred to the detailed evidence on the other 
side. The game is to stick to Qolyoake, and play him off 
against Foote; on the ground that if one Secularist says a 
Wesleyan minister has told lies, and another Secularist says 
he has not, the Christians will have no difficulty in deciding 
which to believe. ____

Mr. Foote’s “  alleged discoveries ”  is a pious euphemism 
for the Atheist Shoemaker’s family, shopmates, and landlady. 
Where “ infidels”  are concerned the average Christian has 
about as much sense of fair play as a professional assassin.

“  Mr. Holyoake,”  says tho Christian Commonwealth writer, 
" is  at least an honest anli-Ohristian.”  Now let us see what 
this paper thinks of Ingersoll. Ia a leading article it speaks 
of his “  silly witticisms,”  it calls him the “  renowned bias 
phemer,”  the “ mountebank of scepticism,’ ’ an “ abject 
failure,”  and so forth. Mr. Holyoake is hardly to be con
gratulated on earning the praises of Ingersoll’s enemies. 
For our part, we are glad to stand with “  Bob.”

The West Durham Co-operative Record congratulates Mr. 
Holyoake on his commanding such confidence in Christian 
circles. With wonderful innocence, also, it refers to Mr. 
Hughes’s placing himself in Mr. Holyoake’s hands as “  risky.”  
It does not occur to the Co-operative writer that the risk is 
very slender when an accused person is allowed to select his 
own judge.

The London Wesleyan Mission held their annual reunion 
in Exeter Hall on Monday, and some friends distributed 
several hundred of the “ Atheist Shoemaker”  pamphlets at 
the doors. Mr. Price Hughes was politely tendered a copy, 
which he affected not to see. Oae distributor got inside, and 
had to wait till the end of the meeting to hear the man who 
most interested them. He spoke last, and briefly, and of 
course ignored the pamphlets scattered over the hall.

Powerful appeals were of course made for cash, one speaker 
promising special divine blessing during the year to those 
who gave an extra guinea. That this was applauded can be 
understood on the assumption that the prayer or hymn sung 
during the collection is granted to Methodists. It ran, “  Take 
my silver and my gold . . , take my intellect,"

The necessity of the Parish Councils Bill is well shown in 
a case just tried at the Notts Assizes. The vicar and church
wardens of Willoughby-on-the-Wold are the trustees of a 
schoolroom erected by combined Churchmen and Dissenters 
in 186 '. This room had been leased from 1873 to the 
8chool Board. In 18D3 the vicar being opposed to the 
majority on the Board, refused to renew the lease, and on 
Sunday, May 7, after benediction, walked up to the room and 
locked out the School Board without notice. In taking away 
their property they removed a fence erected by them to fence 
the playground. The vicar brought an action for damages, 
but the verdict was in favor of the defendants. The judge 
spoke strongly on the trivial nature of tho action. Mean
while the schoolroom stands unused and the ratepayers are 
threatened with the cost of a new-school. Surely it ia time 
the days of parson-rule were over.

A small section of the Broad Church clergy are alarmed at 
the probable results of the antagonism of the bishops and 
clergy to the Parish Councils Bill, and “  for the honor of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”  address a memorandum to the Primate, 
in which they say— “ It is difficult enough for us clergy to 
convince the working masses that the name of Christ has any 
meaning or message to them in their needs and in their hopes. 
It is made hopeless if their contact with Christ’s organic and 
responsible Church is to be one of incessant obstruo ion and 
collision.” The Church will have to alter vastly if its policy 
is to be anything else than one of incessant obstruction to 
progress. __

Glasgow’s long roll of eitizens includes a grotesque gentle
man named Harry Alfred Long. He is a hero among the
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rabid Orangemen, who put him at the top of the list of 
successful School Board candidates just to spite the Catholics. 
He has a high opinion of his own powers and accomplish
ments. and does not attempt to conceal it. He often speaks 
of “ We scholars,”  and believes he his worsted any number 
of “  infidels ”  in open debate. Harry Alfred Long is a 
famous figure in his way, and with all his faults—or perhaps 
because of them— Glasgow would be duller without him.

Mr. Foote’s visit to Glasgow kindled the soul of Harry 
Alfred Long. Whether he was late in hearing of it, or was 
a long time resolving what he would do, we are unable to 
determine. Anyhow, late on Saturday night, he sent round 
a note by hand to Mr. Forrester. It was a challenge to 
Mr. Foote to debate for two or four nights. Mr. Foote, 
however, neither issues challenges nor accepts them. Issuing 
them would be braggadocio, and accepting them would put 
him at the mercy of every vain, ambitious fool. Mr. Foote 
always leaves it to the Branches to arrange debates with 
representative committees on the other side ; his own attitude 
being one of readiness to maintain Secularism in public 
discussion if the Branches at any time seriously invite him 
to do so.

So much for the “  challenge ”  in general. And now for 
Mr. Long’s challenge in particular. It was a very funny 
challenge. He offered for two nights to “  affirm the mistakes 
of Mr. Foote ”  in his writings, and Mr. Foote was to "  defend 
them.”  Heaven and earth, yea, and hades into the bargain ! 
what has Mr. Foote done to be thought such a jackass ? No 
doubt he has made a good many mistakes in his time, like 
other men, smaller and greater ; bat he would prefer to say 
as little as possible about them; and as for defending them—  
well, to speak plainly, he isn’t such a born fool.

Mr. Long for his part undertook to defend “  the mistakes 
of Moses.”  It was a very generous offer, and as Moses 
belongs to the infallibility group, which Mr. Foote does not, 
the old gentleman ought to be grateful. Harry Alfred Long 
may defend his own mistakes, or the mistakes of Moses, or 
the mistakes of anyone else ; but Mr. Foote is not going to 
assist him to a platform and an auditory for the comical per
formance. We admit Mr. Long’s talents in the direction of 
broad farce, but the line must be drawn somewhere, and it 
has been left to Mr. Forrester to break the news to him as 
gently as possible.

Willie Wright, the “  miner evangelist,”  labors for the Lord 
in Yorkshire. He says he does not "believe that unbelief is 
spreading. During twenty years he has never met with one 
avowed infidel, and the Christian Commonwealth calls this 
“  striking testimony.”  Well, it is striking. It is enough to 
strike an honest man speechless.

The “  miner evangelist ”  puts in an explanation. He has 
encountered a few “  Freethinkers,”  but “  they always repu
diated with indignation the name of Atheist.”  Did they now ? 
If the “  miner evangelist ”  had to give us £1 apiece for the 
Atheists we can produce in his own industry he would soon 
be bankrupt. ____

The majority on the London School Board are very Chris- 
tianly, but they have scant courtesy. A deputation of ladies 
from the Women’s Liberal Federation, who attended to protest 
against the imposition of theological tests, was kept waiting 
from three o’clock, the hour appointed for them, until half- 
paBt seven before they were allowed to be heard. Miss Bal- 
garnie, who spoke for the deputation with much effect, and 
Mrs. Maitland, a former member of the Board, told them 
plainly they were disgusted with the time wasted and bad 
feeling shown upon the religious question.

Christians abominate idolatry, but according to a 
correspondent of the Daily News, two millions of icons, 
or sacred images, are yearly produced in Russia.

A  correspondent writes as follows :— “ The reverend bishop 
of the diocese is holding a confirmation here within the next 
few days, and as a business employée, I have had to make 
some confirmation caps. Now, I am wondering if the 
gentleman in question will lay his holy hands upon, and bless 
those infidel-made caps, or whether the Almighty by some 
miraculous means will disclose the secret, or, after his usual 
fashion in these modern days, treat it with silent contempt.

I can assure you, sir, I am awaiting results with trepidation, 
for I shall feel nothing short of a murderer if the steeple 
falls in upon those unfortunate caps and heads, and shall be 
inclined to say, surely the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Mary Aspinall, the wife of a grocer at Sunderland, died a 
fortnight after her confinement. Being a sincere Christian, 
who took the Bible to mean what it says, she refused to have 
a doctor. Her medicine man was a pastor who treated her 
in the Scriptural fashion, namely, by the laying on of hands. 
She declared that to call in a doctor was to throw overboard 
the Almighty, and she said she would trust in Providence. 
Evidence given before the Coroner’s jury showed that the poor 
woman died of blood poisoning, and that a doctor might have 
saved her life. The Coroner told the husband it was his 
duty to have insisted on a doctor being called in, and the jury 
expressed the opinion that the woman had brought on her 
own death by refusing medical aid. Scientifically, they may 
have been right, but religiously they were quite wrong. 
Mary Aspinall was a true Bible Christian, while the Coroner 
and his jury are only sham Christians, who would probably 
put more trust in a half-lunatic quack, than in the high and 
mighty being called Providence.

Father Ignatius has been letting off steam at Norwich. 
If the Bible, he said, was not the word of God it was a myth. 
He believed in the literal verbal inspiration of every sentence 
from the first verse of Genesis to the last of Revelation, and 
he insisted that “  people who did not hold verbal inspiration 
were either infidels or most illogical persons.” The Father 
is of the good old sort and refuses to hold with the hare and 
run with the hounds. “  If,”  he continued, “  the story of the 
Fall was not a divinely-inspired revelation to Moses from God 
on Mount Sinai; if it was not what Moses professed it to be, 
and Jesus Christ and the apostles declared it to be ; if it were 
true, as Professor Ryle said, that Christianity was founded 
on a Pagan myth picked up by the Jews in Babylon eight 
hundred years after Moses, then Christianity must be worse 
than a fable itself.”  He went on to tell his audience that 
“  if there was no personal Devil, Christ was a deceiver, and 
that the modern churches and chapels were bolstered up 
by the Devil.”  The Father is a lively specimen of the old- 
time Christian. Pity he was born three hundred years too 
late.

The Rev. Septimus Buss, vicar of Shoreditch, says the sense 
of sin is blunted because of the spread of infidelity. “ Doubt 
is in the air. Everything is questioned. Whereas in the 
days of our youth the ‘ infidel,’ as he was called, was merely 
a Theist, he has now developed into an Agnostic, an Atheist, 
a Materialist, a Secularist.” How dreadful 1 All who do not 
deal at my shop are wicked sinners, and the worst of it is 
their sense of sin is so blunted they don’ t know it.

The Salvation Army at Chicago held a big mock trial, and 
summoned Colonel Ingersoll, as the “  Prince of Paganism,”  
to appear and show cause why he is such. The summons is 
in part as follows: “  You aro commanded to appear at the 
court-room, Princess Rink, on February 8, 1894, then and 
there to testify the truth in a matter in suit wherein the 
Salvation Army is plaintiff, and Satan, alias the Serpent, alias 
the Devil, alias Angel of Light, alias Science so called, is 
defendant; and that you then and there produce the Bible 
which you blasphemed and the manuscript of the lectures 
with which you upheld the defendant; and this you are not 
to omit under the penalty of the law of conscience.”  It is a 
pity the Devil cannot be induced to present himself to scare 
these Salvationists. They do their best, or worst, to “  raise ”  
him, and if noise could do it, they would have succeeded 
long ago.

Mr. Goldwin Smith is fond of playing the role of Cassandra. 
In the current Nineteenth Century the calamity howler writes 
on “  The Impending Revolution.”  He discovers a most 
momentous sign in that “  the most decided scepticism is 
visibly gaining ground both among the highly educated 
classes and among the quick-witted though unlearned 
artisans.”  Of religion he says “ the masses begin to suspect 
it as a cunning device of the privileged classes for keeping 
the good things of this life in the hands of the few.”

Mr. T . G. Law contributes an article to the March number 
of the Nineteenth Century on “  Devil Hunting in Elizabethan 
England,”  giving the story of the alleged casting-out of devils'■  -----——---- -■ .
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by Catholic priests in 1585— 86. These cases, unlike those 
in Palestine, had hundreds of living witnesses. But even 
Catholics, except the late Jesuit Father Morris, now give up 
their claim to supernatural reality. Mr. Law remarks on the 
bad character of the possessed, and says, “  As to Bichard 
Maring, the more devils that were cast out from him, the 
more accomplished impostor he became.’’ But he does not 
say that the whole superstition of casting out devils has its 
foundation in the New Testament.

A  “  Christian scientist ”  drank poison to prove his confi
dence in the ‘ ‘ faith cure.”  The result was a funeral.

Talmage is going to stay on at the Tabernacle. It was 
entirely a question of cash, and although he professed to be 
inexorable, his resignation was withdrawn when it had 
achieved its purpose of making the congregation shell out.

Talmage has been discoursing on “  The Human Face.”  
Naturally he said nothing about the mouth.

The Archbishop of Zante called at Singapore on his way 
home from the Parliament of Beligions, and was interviewed 
by the Straits Times. He appears to have been most 
astonished by the women preachers in America, in opposition, 
as he pointed out, to the direct injunction of the apostle 
Paul. ____

John Henry Bird is a member of the Salvation Army, 
engaged with the Prison House Brigade. His work in the 
Lord’s vineyard is so engrossing that he has left his children 
to the care of the Lord, and they have cost the Camberwell 
parish £160. ____

In St. Margaret's Review, the parish magazine of the Bev. 
John Wakeford, for this month, there is an attack on the 
Mayor of Liverpool, and on the faith and morals of 
Unitarians, generally. The Bev. B. A. Armstrong wrote to 
Mr. Wakeford for an explanation. He was told, “  I protest, 
first, against your impertinence in treating me as though I were 
responsible to you.”  Mr. Wakeford went on to say “  the 
Unitarian god is quite another being from Him whom we 
worship; he has the attributes and semblance of a retired 
merchant.”  ____

The Eev. Mr. Wakeford further accused the Eev. V. D. 
Davis (Unitarian) of receiving money under false pretences, 
since he preaches Unitarianism in a chapel endowed to teach 
sentiments conformable to the doctrinal articles of the Church 
of England. Mr. Davis retorts that the charge is “  false and 
injurious.”  How they love one another !

The ecclesiastical staff of the Queen’s household is a large 
one, and costs a large sum in salaries. It consists of the 
dean and sub-dean of the Chapel Boyal, St. James, the clerk 
of the closet, three deputy-clerks, a resident chaplain, a 
closet-keeper, forty-eight chaplains in ordinary, and ten 
priests in ordinary, besides four chaplains, three preachers, 
and three readers for the chapels at Whitehall, Hampton, 
Windsor, and Kensington. There is also a choir of boys, 
who wear gorgeously embroidered coats, four organists, two 
composers, a violinist, a sergeant of the vestry, and a master 
of the boys. When the Queen is in Scotland she has an 
entirely new set of Presbyterian functionaries.

That nest of corruption, the Corporation of London, have 
determined to spend a sum not exceeding a thousand pounds 
in extending hospitality to the delegates of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, who will assemble in London in June. 
With a number of little gifts of this kind, and plenty of 
banquets and mutual presentations, there will not be so very 
much to hand over to the people of London when the day of 
reekoning comes.

“ Christ is my salvation”  was in the notebook of James 
Peters, who was found drowned in the New Biver. He had 
apparently hsen homeless and destitute.

It appears that altogether 300 persons, principally women 
and children, lost their lives through the fire and panic at a 
performance in honor of the gods given at the local temple 
at Ningpo, China- God could not be expected to have any 
regard for these heathen idolaters.

It appears from the papers seized at the recent raids on 
Anarchists in France, that funds were supplied by priests 
and reactionary aristocrats for the propagation of physical 
force. Money was spoken of in the letters as ammunition.

The Naples correspondent of the Daily News, tells how 
a certain Baron Arrigo had to pay 120,000 francs as ransom 
to some brigands. He was told that of this sum 20,000 had 
gone to the priest named Quattroioho for “  camorra,” and 
10,000 to the priest’s brother, Pasquale, for the expenses of 
preparing his release.

Abbe Brunea, the priest suspected of a double murder, 
incendiarism, and theft, has now been formally indicted for 
this extraordinary and almost incredible list of crimes. He 
is charged with having, in July last, near Laval, murdered a 
parish priest, M. Fricot, and a widow named Bourdais, as well 
as with having twice set fire to a presbytery in order to obtain 
money from an insurance company. He is likewise accused 
of having stolen securities from the house of Abbo Fricot. 
The prisoner was vicar of Entrammes, in the Department of 
Mayenne.

The affairs of the Bev. B. D. Davies, late of Upper Nor
wood, came before the Bankruptcy Court recently. The 
Official Beceiver stated that nothing had been heard of the 
debtor, nor had he filed his accounts. He had speculated un
successfully on the Stock Exchange.

At Harlingen, in Holland, a pastor of the Beformed Church 
fell in love with a young girl in his service. She refused to 
marry him, however, and one day he called her into his study 
under the pretext of paying her some money due to her. 
Shortly afterwards screams were heard, followed by rapid 
firing, and some neighbors entering the room found the girl 
dead, seven bullets from a revolver having lodged in her body. 
The pastor was at once arrested.

“  Mormonism has been steadily gaining ground for some 
time past,”  says the Samoan Herald, “  several of our foreign 
residents having joined that church from sheer admiration of 
the pure and self-denying lives led by its missionaries, and 
this has had its effect on the natives, who also have joined 
in numbers.”  What a cruel blow for the orthodox shepherds 
of the L.M S. and Wesleyan Missions 1

A  hardware man in pious South Australia justifies his 
trading alone under the title of Snufilebust and Co. because 
he says that God is a partner in the business with him. He 
does not say which partner it is marks up the goods for the 
stupendous cheap sale, utterly regardless of cost. Also, it 
doesn’t seem to occur to him that it would bo more respectful 
to let the name of the Almighty appear in the firm’s name, 
and make Snufflebust the Co. The mortal must surely be 
junior partner in the conaern.— Sydney Bulletin.

Upon the parish notice board of a certain church not more 
than a mile or so east of Charing Cross, there figures the 
following enigmatical combination of scripture names : 
“  Mary Magdalene with St. James the Less, by St. Paul.”  
This is not the pedigree of some horse profanely named after 
an august female saint ; far less is it any blasphemous 
aspersion on the memory of the fair penitent of the New 
Testament, and that of the great apostle to the Gentiles— oh 
dear no 1 It is merely an announcement that the parishes of 
St. Mary Magdalene and James the Less have been united, 
and adjoin the Cathedral of St. Paul!

There was some amusement at the trial of the pious Dr. 
Caesar Dudley Sherrard, for detaining lunatics without a 
licence. Mr. Matthews, describing the case of the young 
man Simpson, said, “ He was the son of a solicitor of 
Sheffield, and his mind, in consequence of overwork, became 
weakened. Contrary to the usual practice in the profession, 
the young man used to advise clients who came to him not 
to go to law. (Laughter). He used to tell them that was 
the wrong way to proceed, and that what they must do was 
to pray, (Laughter), Professionally, that was not likely to 
advance legal business much. (Laughter)—Mr. Justice
Grantham : “  Do you rely on that alone to prove insanity ? ”  
— (Laughter). Mr. Matthews, however, had something else. 
The young man used to say, like the prophets of old, that the 
spirit had him in its grasp, and he must go whither the 
spirit led him,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, March 18, Free Library Hall, Ocean-road, South 
Shields:— 11 ,“ Did Jesus Rise from *he Dead?” ; 3, “ How 
Atheists are Converted ” (with special reference to the Rev. 
Hugh Price Hughes’s “  Atheist Shoemaker ”) ;  7, “  A  Search 
for the Soul.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Me . Oh ae m s  Watts’ Engagements.— March 18, Nelson; 
25, Hall of Science, London.— All communications for 
Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required 
a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 
Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.E.

W . Cook (S. Shields) thinks it was a clever stroke on Mr. 
Hughes’s part to get a testimonial from Mr. Holyoake. The 
Methodists, he says, are jubilant, and snap their fingers at 
the evidence. He asks us to lay our case before some honor
able Christian ministers, like Stewart Headlam and Fleming 
Williams, and get them to make a report for publication in 
the newspapers. This is a good idea in its way, but it is 
against our line of policy throughout. We have objected to 
Mr. Hughes’s selecting his own judge, and cannot follow his 
example. The proper tribunal is a Court of Honor agreed 
to by both sides.

S. Sykes,——( 1) We were not aware that the debate between 
Mr. Holyoake and Mr. Bradlaugh was out of print. Pro
bably you could get a second-hand copy through Mr. Forder. 
(2) Your suggestion, that we should ultimately put the 
whole of the Atheist Shoemaker case in a small book, is one 
that we have had in mind already. No doubt it would be 
useful to have the complete details in a permanent form for 
perpetual reference.

E . P.— You say truly that “ Ideals are lies if made to deceive.” 
Every bond fide Secularist we know of regrets Mr. Holy- 
oake’s attitude. All we get on the other side is abusive 
postcards from Christians.

W . Burgess.— Such a Freethought Catechism as you suggest 
would doubtless be useful. We will give the matter our 
attention when we get a little leisure.

E. Robins.— Mr. Foote only did a simple act of duty in 
speaking at your sister’s burial. We are very much pleased 
to hear that you will do your best to take up your sister’s 
work and endeavor to be as active and useful in the causo of 
Freothought as she was. This is the true philosophy. Love 
of the dead is best shown in service to the living.

R. 0 . Smith , hon. treasurer of the L.S.F,, acknowledges:—  
L. Angel, 5s.

H. G. S.— Thanks. See “  Acid Drops.”
James Bowey.— Cuttings are weloome. Your suggestion is a 

good one.
0. Drewbll.—Will find room if possible.
W . Moore.— The matter has been dealt with before. The 

vicar of Plaistow belongs to the Price Hughes species. The 
Cromwell Club did not belong to the Secularists, and was 
novor under their control. They hired its hall occasionally 
for a lecture. That is all. If tho Holy Ghost struck every 
Christian Ananias dead nowadays, there would be a fright
ful death-rate in clerical circles.

A. G. Scopes.— Thanks. See paragraph.
L. W . W .— “ Blessed be ye poor ” and “  Woo unto you that are 

rich ” will be found in Luke vi. 20, 21-
J- W . Paul writes— “ Y ou should not call your opponents 

liars. You should treat them with the same gentlemanly 
courtesy they showed when they locked you up for twelve 
months in a coal-cellar.”

E . Cole.— Pleased to know of your “ unbounded admiration.” 
Many correspondents, like yourself, rather complain of our 
lenity to Mr. Holyoake. But we think of his age, and his 
past, and we are loth to do moro than is necessary. A ll the 
facts are on record, and speak for themselves.

New Y ear’s Gift Fund.— G. E. Lupton, £1.
W . Moore.— Thanks for your cordial letter.
Lecture Notices not marked on envelope as such have been 

forwarded to Mr. Foote.
Many correspondents remain unanswered in consequence of 

Mr. Foote’s absence in the North.
Co rr espo n den ce  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 

reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

Lecture Notices, Etc., should be written on postcards or 
the envelopes marked outside, and be sent to 14 Olerkenwell- 
green, London, E.O.

Papers R e c e iv e d .— D er L ich tfreu n d— B oston  I n v e s t ig a t o r -  
O pen Court— F reidenker— T w o W o rld s— D er A r m s  Teufel 
— W estern  F igaro —  L iberator— L ib erty — Clarion— Flam ing  
Sw ord— L iv e r— D e D ageraad— P rogressive T h in k er— P o st—  
Seoular T h ou gh t— T ruthseeker— Ironclad A g e — Pioneer—  
T w en tieth  Century— Independent P u lpit— Islam ic  W o r l d -  
Straits T im es— Liverpool D aily  P ost— Christian A g o — Chat 
— A ltru ist— E d in bu rgh  E v en in g  D ispatch— H u ll D aily  N e w s  
— Islo  of M an T im es— C rescent— B oston G lobe.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d .; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— 
(Narrow Column) one inch, 3 s .; half column, 15s.; column, 
£ l  10s. Broad Column— one inch, 4s. 6 d .; half column, 
£ l  2s. Gd.; column, £2 5s. Special terms for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rnteB, p r e p a i d O n e  
Year, 10s. 6 d .; Half Year, 5s. 3d .; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

T H E  “ L I E ”  P A M P H L E T .

W e have now  an ample supply o f this pamphlet, w hich  
w ill be m aintained in  advance o f the dem and, at least 
until our resources are exhausted. N o one w ho can 
distribute copies effectively  need hesitate to apply for 
them. W e hope our friends in all parts o f the country, 
as w ell as in London, w ill keep a sharp eye on Mr. 
Hughes’ s meetings. Copies o f the pamphlet should be 
circulated on such occasions, and an adequate supply 
can always be obtained for the purpose. Should any 
difficulty be experienced, w e beg our friends to com 
municate w ith  us on  the matter. Newsagents cannot, 
o f  course, be expected to order the gratuitous copies 
for  their customers, as they cannot w ork  w ithout a 
profit. T o meet their case we have printed a small 
special edition at one penny. G. W . FOOTE.

FUND FOR N AILIN G  DOWN THE “ ATHEIST  
SH O EM AK ER ” LIE.

E. Risley 2s., J. McIntosh 2s., A. Doeprose 2s., W. Pill Is., 
T. Twining Is., W . Taylor Is., Ella E. Gibson (America) one 
dollar, W . H. Stevens 1 Os,, Mrs. Collins 10s., E. P. £1 , S. A. 
Gimson £1 , A. J. Essex 2s., E. Pindor 2s. Gd., J. Potter 2s., 
S. G. Woolley 2s., T. Hurst Is., O. Pell Is., Mrs. Slater Gd., col
lected at Mr. Foote’s Glasgow lectures £ l  18s. Id., L. W . W . Is., 
G. D. Lupton 5s., W . R. Lupton 2s. Gd., II. A. Lupton 2s. 6d., 
W. Moore Is., Five Peudlebury FriendB 6s. Gd.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Sunday at Glasgow was what the Scotoh call a “  saft ” 

day. An Englishman would call it beastly. Rain, sleet, and 
occasional snowstorms, made up the meteorological bill of 
fare. It was a wonder that Mr, Foote had any audiences at 
a ll; still more wonderful that he had good ones. The hall 
was fairly filled in the morning and better in the afternoon, 
while in the evening the seats wero all closely occupied, and a 
good many persons were standing. Mr. Woodburn took the 
chair at two of the lectures, and Mr. Gilmour at the third. 
There was a brisk demand for the “  Lie ”  pamphlet. The 
Branch has already had two thousand copies, and will 
probably want a further supply. Mr. Foote met with a very 
warm reception, and his lectures were much applauded.

Mr. Foote delivers three lectures to-day (March 18) in the 
Free Library Hall, South Shields. He will be happy to meet 
as many as possible of his friends from the surrounding 
district, especially from Newcastle, Sunderland and Jarrow. 
In the afternoon he discourses on the Atheist Shoemaker 
case and its lessons.

Mrs. Frederica Macdonald, who debated at St. James’s 
Hall with Mrs. Besant, lectures at the London Hall of Science 
this evening (March 18) on “ Theosophy, Mahatmas, and 
the Herd.”  Mrs. Macdonald has a personal knowledge of 
India, and has made a special study of Hinduism.  ̂ Her 
lecture is sure to be instructive, and no doubt entertaining. 
We bespeak for her a good audience and a cordial greeting.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts had three capital audiences 
in Liverpool, the largest he has ever had in that city. In tho 
evening the hall was filled in every part, and a long and
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animated discussion followed the lecture. Several hundreds 
of the Atheist Shoemaker pamphlet were disposed of, and 
the Freethinker had a good sale.

Last Monday evening Mr. Watts commenced his debate 
with the Rev. Mr. Hyde at Derby before a crowded audience. 
Excellent order prevailed throughout the proceedings. Next 
week we shall give further particulars of the discussion.

To day (Sunday, March 18) Mr. Watts lectures three times 
in Nelson. »

A small band of Freethinkers on board the “  Royal 
Sovereign ”  send us a subscription to circulate our exposure 
of the Atheist Shoemaker story, and we have forwarded a 
hundred copies of the pamphlet to them for distribution. 
Our friends on board have to be careful, but they are “  pro
gressing favorably.”  They regard the “  sky-pilot brigade ”  
as the most deceitful in any service in the world.

Mr. W. Willis, L.O 0., will lecture at the Battersea Secular 
Hall on Sunday evening on “  Secularism and Democracy.” 
We are informed that he will point out the necessity of 
Secularists taking active part in the great social reforms which 
will tend to better the condition of mankind. Mr. Willis 
should have a good audience.

On Good Friday the Battersea Branch will hold a social 
gathering. During the evening the Marlowe Dramatic 
Company will give a sketch, and there will be singing and 
plenty of dancing. Tickets are only 3d.

The Newcastle Branch holds its annual Conversazione and 
Dance in Greenwell’s Royal Arcade Assembly Rooms, on 
Easter Tuesday, March 27. There will be a knife and fork 
tea at 6.30, followed by concert and games, and dancing will 
be kept up till 2. Tickets, which can be obtained from 
J. Mein, Sec , 17 Warwick-street, Heaton, or at the Good 
Templar Hall, 2 Olayton-street, should be secured early.

The Report of the Leicester Secular Society shows that it 
maintains its usefulness. As, however, 1893 was the last 
year in which it was to receive £100 from the trustees of the 
late Mr. Josiah Gimson, it will behove its members and 
friends to give it increased support in the coming years.

A  lecture by Mr. G. Conrad Naewiger, on the subject 
“  Was Jesus Christ a Socialist ? ”  is reported in the Hull 
Daily News. The lecturer maintained that Christ’s mission 
was not that of a Socialist, but rather that of one who 
intended to gather together the scattered tribes of Israel 
He did not trouble about the economical question, but 
rather endeavored to convince the Jews as to his claims to 
the Messiahship. ____

The Tate Library at Streatham is now open on Sunday 
afternoons. It is to be hoped it will be sufficiently patronised, 
or Sabbatarians will plead that Sunday opening is unnecessary.

The Court of Common Council has passed a resolution in 
favor of opening the forthcoming loan exhibition o f piotures 
at the Guildhall on Sunday afternoons. There were eighty- 
eight supporters and as many opponents, the casting vote 
being given by the Lord Mayor in favor of the resolution.

Ella E. Gibson, of Barre, Massachusetts, sends us two 
dollars— one as a member’s subscription to the National 
Secular Society, the other for the circulation of the “  Lie ” 
pamphlet. In her letter she says—“ I regret, exceedingly, 
the action of Mr. Holyoake, as it will furnish capital for the 
enemies of Freethought.”  With respect to this journal she 
writes— “  I  am delighted with the Freethinker, and have been 
trying for a long time to write and tell you so, and that I 
think your method of propagandism superior to ours. I see 
you have the same laws to contend with in ‘ Christian 
England ’ as we have in the United States.”  We greatly 
regret to learn that Ella E Gibson has had to suspend the 
publication of the Moralist on account of her ill health—  
malaria contracted in the War of the Rebellion,

Robert 0. Adams, president of the Secular Union of 
Canada, has challenged the evangelist, B. Fay Mills, to debate 
this proposition : “  Which principles will best promote human

welfare— those of Evangelical Christianity or those of 
Naturalism.”

Secular Thought contains the discussion between Mr. Watts ' 
and Dr. Westbrook on “  Is there a Life Beyond the Grave ?”  
M. Emily Adams, in an article on “  Christianity a Monkish 
Invention,”  endorses the contention of Prof. E. Johnson in 
his Rise o f  Christendom. Our Toronto contemporary gives 
its readers a column of paragraphs from the Freethinker.

Mr. Joseph Symes has returned to Melbourne from New 
Zealand via Hobart, in excellent health and spirits, and ever 
ready for work. ____

Mr. Wheeler’s recent article on “  The Bible and the Child ”  
is translated into the Swedish Fritankaren for March, with 
some commendatory remarks signed “  A .”

Professor Max Muller, in his recent lecture at the Royal 
Institution on the Brahmin’s View of the Soul, made clear his 
opinion that Hindu Pantheism runs closely into Agnosticism. 
The Indian conception of the soul was as a purely subjective 
idea. Perception, memory, sense, and feeling were only as a 
veil, behind which Brahm, the real self, looked out into the 
world. Brahm was unknowable. When the student asked 
for information, the teacher was silent. He was telling all 
he could.

As soon as Mr. Foote returns from Scotland arrangements 
will be made for a fresh batch of first-rate cartoons and 
portraits to appear in the Freethinker. The illustrations 
have been interrupted lately in consequence of the great 
demand on our space in connection with the Atheist Shoe
maker controversy.

VISIONS OF THE DYING.

Dr. Buckley, editor of the Christian Advocate, of New 
York, says : “  During the past thirty years I have seen 
many die, and many who thought themselves to be dying 
who afterward recovered, but I have no ground to suppose 
any of the visions supernatural, nor have I seen any indica
tion of the development of a faculty of cognising another 
world.”  His explanation of death-bed visions is that the 
vital force is so nearly exhausted as to be incapable of 
stimulating any of the brain cells except those early im
pressed ; and a dying person is more likely to look backward 
and see his childhood home than to look forward toward 
what he expects to find after death. Devout and consistent 
Christians, Mr. Buckley says, sometimes die in great agony 
of spirit, while total unbelievers pass calmly away, their 
minds unruffled by apprehension or remorse. The fact as he 
states it is that “  when the dying appear to see anything it 
is in harmony with the traditions they have received.”  Tous 
dying Catholics may have visions of the Virgin Mary, because 
they have been trained to supplicate her, and havo had her 
image before them in the church ; but she never appears to 
Protestants who have not been trained in their youth as 
Catholics. “  Where wicked persona see fiends and evil 
spirits, they harmonise with the descriptions which have 
been given in the sermons, poems, and supernatural narra
tions with which they have been familiar.”

Hugh Price Hughes was at Alford the other evening, 
begging for the West London Mission. One of our frieads, 
Mr. A. G. Scopes, of Ipswich, enclosed one of the “  Lie ”  
pamphlets in an envelope, with a letter, saying that he could 
hardly have thought the reverend gentleman guilty of such a 
fabrication, and hoping he would say a few words on the 
subject. This was handed to him on the platform. Of 
course he opened it eagerly, but soon crammed the thing into 
his pocket. Equally, of course, the “  few words ”  were not 
said. It is not Mr. Hughes’s policy to say anything. All 
enquirers are referred to G. J. Holyoake Esq., Eastern Lodge, 
Brighton.

The Church has been, and still is, the great robber. She 
has rifled not only the pockets but the brains of the world. 
She is the stone at the sepulchre of liborty; tho upas tree in 
whose shade the intellect of man has withered; the Gorgon 
beneath whoso gazo tho human heart has turned to stone,— 
Ingersoll.
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T H E  ' F O R W A R D  M OVEM EN T OF T H E  
CH U RCH ES.

T h e  zeal n ow  being manifested b y  the various 
churches for the secular welfare o f the workers speaks 
volum es for the value o f education and the possession 
o f the parliamentary vote. Such is the reflection 
suggested by  a perusal o f the num erous labor sermons 
n ow  being reported in  the newspapers. Take, for 
instance, that o f the Rev. W . A . Morris, reported in 
the D a ily  Chronicle for  Feb. 24. This reverend 
gentlem an, so w ell know n and h igh ly  respected by  
South London Radicals, insists that shorter hours and 
m ore leisure for the workers are a necessity o f a 
healthy society. This, o f  course, is perfectly  true. 
But it is not quite so clear that Christians are h ypo
crites w ho do not, as Christians, oppose a system 
w hich  renders this im possible. It is all very w ell for 
Mr. Morris to say that “  our religion  must be our final 
court o f appeal.”  But Christians have never been 
able to agree as to what constitutes “  our religion.”  
T o  the bishops in the H ouse o f Lords, recently 
denounced b y  the Guild o f St. Matthew, “  our 
religion ”  means one thing, to Mr. Morris another ; to 
Tolstoi, again, “  our religion  ”  means what most Chris
tians w ould  call social anarchy. The on ly  point on 
w h ich  the leaders o f the Forward M ovem ent are 
agreed w ould  seem to be that “  our religion ”  must be 
— whatever the workers are likely  to approve o f !

The workers have learnt that “  our religion  ”  has 
never helped th e m ; and, in consequence, they are 
fa iling  more and more to help “ our re lig ion .”  So 
long as the workers were ignorant and, politically, 
powerless, “  our religion ”  d id  not concern itself about 
shorter hours and a liv in g  wage. Then “  our religion  ” 
taught the workers that

There’s nothing worth a thought beneath 
But how I might escape the death 

That never, never dies.
A n d  there cou ld  be no escape for  those workers w ho 
d id  not subm it themselves to all their governors, 
teachers, spiritual pastors and masters, and order them 
selves low ly  and reverently to all their betters.

Mats nous avons change tout cela. The workers 
have now  a little education and the vote. A nd  they 
have made it plain to their spiritual pastors and 
masters that “  our religion  ”  is o f no use to them, 
how ever w ell it may suit their “ betters.”  Their 
spiritual pastors and masters can see that they w ill 
have to “ find another j o b ”  unless this dislike for 
“  our religion ”  be rem oved. It has therefore becom e 
necessary to m od ify  “  our religion.”  The workers 
ob ject to eternal torment. Therefore “  our religion ”  
has abandoned hell. Thoughtfu l workers sm ile at the 
doctrine o f a personal D evil. So “  our religion ”  has 
given  the D evil “  the sack.”  Self-respecting workers 
object to the catechism  just quoted. “  W ell, you know ,”  
they are gravely told, “  the Prince o f W ales had to learn 
the catechism just as you  have.”  A t this the workers 
sm ile quite audibly. But, really, what better reply 
can they expect ? Many o f the workers have becom e 
enamoured o f Socialism. So their spiritual pastors 
and masters must preach that Christ was a Socialist, 
and that God A lm ighty  w ills that the poor, dow n
trodden workers should have shorter hours and a 
liv in g  wage.

Surely this ought to satisfy every horny-handed son 
o f toil. But no. Some o f them refuse “  our religion ”  
at any price. Those troublesom e Secularists have lec
tured to them, and this is the result. Intelligent 
w orking-m en actually say that an A lm ighty  God whose 
w ill can so easily be thwarted is o f no use to anyone. 
A ccord ing  to Henry George, God intended the land for 
the workers ; on ly  certain bold , bad men, called land
lords, w ill not let Om nipotence have his ow n w a y ! 
Poor old God ! He means w ell. There can be no doubt 
o f th a t; for does not “  our religion  ”  say as m uch ? 
But he cannot help the workers because o f the bishops 
and others w ho thwart his w ill. So the workers must 
just help themselves. A s Mr. Morris says, the people 
must now  take up the tale and say, “  This (the present 
system) shall not be !”

Yes ; certainly the workers themselves must do this, 
for  God A lm ighty  w ill not. A nd  i f  “  our religion  ”

assist them it w ill on ly  be because their spiritual pastors 
and masters feel that their ow n safety depends on 
their supporting the workers. A . LlDDUE.

SOME P U L P IT  A R G U M E N TS.

[concluded.]
B u t  as everyone know s, the case fo r  Scepticism  need 
not rest here. Scepticism  has never produced a 
Dunstan, an Arundel, a W olsey, or a M ary T udor ; 
and be the faults o f Scepticism  what they w ill, it has 
never actuated men to torture and destroy, as dogm a
tism has done. B y their fruits ye shall kn ow  them . 
Looking back on the history o f religions in  the past, 
one sees the greatest w rong and tyranny actuated by  
religious m otives.. Crimes were continually  perpe- 
trated b y  the express sanction and dictation o f  the 
most explicit and unequivocal texts taken from  the 
Bible. A nd  from  such a review  one com es im pressed 
with the conviction  that the fruits o f Christianity have 
not given  it a title to assume a com placent attitude o f 
moral superiority over all other form s o f human 
opinion.

A nother statement confidently made from  the pulpit, 
is to the effect that w ithout Christ as a centre to give 
cohesive force to the religious sentim ent, no ideas o f 
right and m orality w ill h old  together. It is stated, 
w ith  various changes rung on the same theme, that 
m en require a tangible, actual sym bol, w hich  can be 
readily prefigured to the m ind, w hich  is capable o f 
being called up to our im agination, and held to 
clin gin gly  w ith  reverence and love. The w orth o f 
this idea must be allow ed to be a very actual one to 
m any m inds. It is true that this bodying forth o f the 
good principle in a form  o f flesh and blood, a form  
pure, blameless, ideal, yet conceivable as real, is a 
pow erful factor in keeping alive that good principle in 
many hearts. Pressed a little further, the same idea is 
seen in the pictures and images o f the Rom an Catholic 
Church ; though in  this instance, o f  course, it appears 
in a vastly grosser form . R ecognition  o f the fact that 
man is intensely anthropom orphic in his beliefs, does 
not necessarily mean disallowance o f the truth that 
these ideas may, to a certain degree, w ork  for good. 
The real question is, whether a purer know ledge o f tho 
religious principle m ight not perm it men to dispense 
with this personification o f  the sentim ents and 
virtues, w ithout incurring moral loss. The Greeks 
found their ideas o f strength, m ajesty and love, made 
clearer b y  the chisel o f Phidias, but it is hard 
to believe that their pure intellectuality w ould  fail 
to keep them free from  con founding these images 
with the ideas they represented. The statue o f Zeus 
w ould be recognised to be the efforts o f a man to grasp 
a great transcendental idea, and the hum an perfection 
o f the sculptor w ould  not lead them to suppose an 
actual likeness was presented, or that Zeus's vital 
essence had in any way in form ed it w ith intelligence. 
A ll such préfigurations must be understood to be 
m erely helps or props to the true principle o f religion 
and not essential parts o f it. So long as we take 
intelligent interest in our fo llow  beings, we w ill be 
strengthened by the sight o f heroic actions, noble struggle 
against wrong and self-sacrifice for the sake o f others. 
But this hero worship, in  no matter how  exaggerated 
a form , for  no matter how  noble a personage, w ill not 
fitly take the place o f individual right doing or stand 
for personal decision in  moral cases Im itation o f 
another, or making another the custodian o f our ow n 
soul, can never be properly regarded as so noble an 
attitude o f m ind as original thought and carefully- 
reasoned action under a sense o f great moral responsi
bility. To throw  our sins, our innate responsibility, 
upon a second person, to delegate our thinking to 
another on the most vital o f all questions, is a method 
w hich may bring a certain amount o f placid content
m ent— like that o f men who have their praying and 
penance done for them —but it is not the highest 
spiritual achievement. Such procedure is on ly a moan 
shirking o f our proper duties. T o  have im plicit trust 
means to have absolutely vacated the seat o f moral 
judgm ent, and the purest and brightest personality 
cannot rightly fill the place w hich  was reserved for
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our own individual reason. And with regard to the ! 
assertion that this reason is not fitted for  the task o f j 
judgm ent, and that moral and religious ideas are j 
weak, powerless, and scattered w hen unconnected | 
w ith the belief in Christ, such an op in ion  w ould  i 
im ply, not on ly  that all pronounced scepticism  is poor j 
in moral force, but that Unitarianism, Deism, Pan
theism, Utilitarianism, etc., are correspondingly void, 
and that is an assumption w hich  is not supported by  
facts.

Sometimes it is said by clerics w ho should have con 
sidered the matter better, that reason and soul or spirit 
are totally different and distinct. M odern science, so 
far as it has gone to elucidate this deepest o f all pro
blems, cannot entirely dissociate them, but rather makes 
them  m odifications o f the one entity. To conceive the 
soul as warring against reason w ould  make the soul a 
dangerous attribute to depend on. But the pulpit is 
emphatic that spirit or soul is above reason, and does 
not require its guidance. That the soul apprehends j 
God, is in com m union  w ith God, and therefore is, as it j 
were, acting by G od’s reason, is the great clerical pos
tulate. That men have certain moments o f high 
spiritual exaltation is even supposed to prove the j 
existence o f God. O rthodoxy says, Pay no heed to 
that w hich  you  call reason, but trust in your spiritual 
emotions. B ut even they are reasoning  from  these 
feelings that there exists a deity, and the on ly differ
ence is that the sceptic, reasoning from  another stand
point— that o f experience o f the life  about him  and 
the w ay human affairs are conducted— elects to doubt. 
T he position o f the theologians seems on examination 
to be an insecure one. W e cannot understand anything 
or form  an adequate idea o f anything that is outside 
the boundary o f ordinary experience w ithout reasoning 
about i t ; we cannot say “  I believe ”  without a deli
berate act o f reason. It w ould be easy to prove that ( 
we neither speak, think, nor act w ithout em ploying 
this faculty. Stirred to the depth with religious feeling, 
we must still bring this passion to rational review  before 
our intellects (though the process may be perform ed 
in  so infinitesim al a period as to be perform ed uncon
sciously) before we can arrive at the definite conclusion 
o f faith. One class o f people on ly  act without ordered 
reason, nam ely, those that are lunatic, with w hom  few  
w ill care deliberately to class themselves. To be above 
or below  reason is the same thing. It is marvellous to 
hear men, even o f good understanding, insisting that 
we must disregard the only trustworthy guide we 
possess, and place our faith on anything so unreliable 
as the emotions. I f  faith is m erely an emotional state 
o f m ind, it is dangerous ; i f  it is not reasonable, it is 
not sane. T . E. M.

“ W H E N  T H E  D E V IL  W A S SICK .”

I .—The Church and tiie Masses.
« W hen the D evil was sick, the D evil a saint w ould 
be.”  From  this it w ould appear that, whatever others 
may think about him , the D evil has not yet given up 
hopes o f salvation. Nor, for the matter o f that have 
the ch u rch es ; that is, salvation for them selves— not 
for the Devil. I f  N icky Ben were interviewed on the 
subject, he m ight express an opinion that his chance 
o f salvation was m uch greater than that o f the 
churches ; but that is a detail. W hat concerns us now  
is, to note that even the most depraved entertain hopes 
o f salvation, and that the D evil and the churches are at 
one on this point, no matter how  m uch they may 
differ on  others. A  cyn ic m ight interject a remark 
that the most depraved people manifest the most 
com plete faith in  their ultimate arrival at a state o f 
cherubic bliss, w hen they w ill disport themselves 
in a billionairo’s palace, play on silver harps, and wear 
crowns o f 22-carat gold on the ghosts o f tlieir em pty 
skulls. But, then, cynics are disagreeable persons. 
T hey have a nasty habit o f speaking the truth, w hich 
is very unpleasant to people whose “  righteousness is 
as filthy rags,”  and whose claim  to respect is founded 
on the alleged merits o f an individual w ho may or 
m ay not have livod  and died som owhore about twenty 
centuries ago.

W hen the churches were in the fu ll v igor o f health, 
they troubled themselves very little about the masses,

except to trouble them. There was no in justice they 
w ould  not consecrate ; no social w rong they w ou ld  not 
sanctify— provided always that the in justice and the 
w rong d id  not fall on their ow n shoulders. They d id  
not “  hate robbery as a burnt-offering.”  T hey accepted 
the offering, and as w ilfu l waste means w oefu l want, 
they showed their sneaking respect for Utilitarianism  
b y  appropriating the offering to their ow n aggrandise
ment, in  lieu o f burning it. T o  their benefactors— to 
the patrons o f liv ings and the payers o f pew-rents— the 
churches were conplaisant and abject. T hey made to 
them selves “ friends o f the M am m on o f unrighteous
ness ”  ; in  this instance, i f  in  no other, obeying the 
mandate o f the alleged founder o f their religion. Was 
there a m ovem ent for  the abolition o f slavery ? The 
chaplain to the L iverpool Corporation was ready to 
demonstrate from  the pulpit that slavery was a d ivine 
institution, and equally (i f  not m ore) ready to accept 
an honorarium  o f one hundred guineas, subscribed 
as a testim ony to the eloquence and ability w hich  
he had brought to bear upon his subject.

But the times have changed.' There is a talk o f 
distablishm ent and disendow m ent. The w orking man 
has received some little education, and he is no longer 
disposed “  to be low ly  and reverent to all his betters, 
spiritual teachers, pastors, and masters.”  The churches 
are sick, and fiy to repentance. T hey have discovered 
that it w ould be w ell for them to cultivate the friend
ship o f the masses from  w hom  they have so long been 
estranged. They now  see that it was bad policy  to 
denounce every form  o f innocent recreation on the 
Sunday, and to turn the day o f rest into a day o f 
gloom . “  Pleasant Sunday Afternoons ”  are now  quite 
the rage ; o f  course, they are on ly  pleasant to those 
w ho like their religion sugar-coated; but, after all, 
they are an im provem ent on the old nauseous drug. 
I f  the P.S A . stood for “  pint o f sixpenny ale,”  the 
Sunday afternoon meetings w ould  bo still more 
acceptable to the average w orking m a n ; but they have 
not arrived at that just yet, though it w ould be rash 
to predict where they w ill stop w hen the advanced 
forces o f the enem y threaten the citadel. D o the 
w orking classes pine for  better social conditions— then 
let them pin their faith to Christian Socialism . It is 
true the present discreditable state o f affairs grew  and 
developed under strictly Christian rule, guided and 
fostered by  truly Christian gentlem en. But then, you 
must rem em ber that Christianity has not yet had a 
fair trial. A  thousand years is but as a day in  the 
sight of God ; so that Christianity has not yet had two 
days’ trial. M anifestly, this is an inadequate test. 
Only extend the period o f p rob a tion ; wait w ith 
patience— paying your tithes, pew-rents, and dues 
m eanw hile— and your patience shall be rewarded. 
Y ou  shall see what you  shall see— when you  have 
departed here ! Caustic Soda.

(To be continued.)

B E I N G .

W e are. What are wo ? Shall wo ask the past ?
What is an acorn P Shall we ask tho troo P 

An acorn was, and is, and yet may be,
A  thousand forests marshalled ’gainst tho blast,

’Tis true; but still we ask, and yot again :
What is an acorn P Shall wo ask the Now,

Tho over-changing, never-ending Now P
’Tis, doubtless, vain ; yet seek and ask wo’d fain.

W o wako to life, and know not whonco wo camo ;
W o grow and fade, and know not what we know, 

Then die, and know not whoro, nor if, wo go ;
No whence nor whither, save in empty name,

But only hore’ and now, a spark of light
On Nature’s circuit, linking night with night.

G. L. Mackenzie.

“ Don’t you think Rev. Stilt’s sermons aro awfully narrow P” 
“ I  suppose they are, but, goodness! he makos up for it, I  
should think, in tho length.”

“ I never in my life,” said Doan Stanley to his wife, after a 
sermon in Westminster Abbey, “ so touched tho congregation. 
They were entranced : overy oye was upon mo from tho first 
word to tho last.” “ No wonder,” said Lady Augusta; “ your 
gloves were insido your hat, and when you took it off they 
remained on tho top of your head all through the sermon.”
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T R I P O L I .

Dkplobable it is to the last degree to observe men— who 
having either acquired or inherited abundance of wealth—  
frittering their lives away in gambling, drinking, horse
racing, and even worse vices still, thereby becoming a curse, 
a reproach to the whole, as well as objects of contempt to 
every right-thinking member of the community.

Therefore, refreshing and hopeful it is even in the face of so 
much culpable misuse of wealth, when there are instances of 
men who, relieved from the sordid cares of life, elect to 
“  scorn delights and live laborious days.”  Of such, happily, 
England can boast of a few. Men regarding only as ancillary 
the plenitude of their riches, whereby they are enabled to 
pursue, untrammelled, their divers intellectual pursuits. 
What would have been our position to-day in the worlds of 
Philosophy, Science, Art, etc., had all their several genuine 
and capable devotees been exempted from the everlasting 
worry of the “  cursed want of pence that vexes public men ? ” 

Another class of Dame Fortune’s fovorites that do us 
less-favored mortals service, are those that are fired with the 
laudable desire of visiting distant and unfrequented lands, 
and see and hear with their own eyes and ears, and submit to 
us the fruit of their observations ; with the result that we are 
often rudely awakened. A  case in point occurs to us in that 
of Mr. Caine, M.P., when some years ago, while on a visit to 
India, he, in a series of letters to tho Press, narrated his 
experience of missionary work there, and how that account 
contrasted oddly with that of the demented declaimers of 
Exeter Hall, and other affinitive places ; also the consequent 
flutter of excitement and the koouurr of ill-suppressed anger 
that emanated from dovecots of tho various sects. Likewise, 
doubtlessly, have we been similarly bamboozled and deluded 
as to the real state of things in other parts of the world, 
by interested and prejudiced parties.

With unfeigned delight, we therefore welcome an account 
just published in book-form, by Mr. Thompson, of Birkenhead, 
of his trip to Tripoli, in which he apparently adheres, with 
scrupulosity, to his self-set motto extracted from Othello : “  I 
will a round unvarnish’d tale deliver.”

It is not our intention— even were space available— to give 
a resumé of the work, but to content ourselves with a few 
interesting pickings to Freethinkers, from the impressions 
made upon Mr. Thompson’s mind by the conduct of 
barbarians on the burning sands of Africa.

When Mr. Thompson was at Tripoli, the fast of the 
Ramadan was on. There aro two reasons for the origin of tho 
Ramadan fast, viz., “  that Adam wept thirty days after 
expulsion from paradise before obtaining God’s pardon and 
favor ; and also it commemorates the bringing down from 
heaven of the Koran, by tho Prophet.” The Ramadan fast 
lasts a month, during which timo no Mohammedan may eat, 
drink, or smoke between sunrise and sunset, which, as may be 
easily imagined in so hot a climate, is very trying and 
exhausting. Howover, after sunset, tho state of things is host 
expressed in Longfellow’s words ;

And the night shall be filled with music,
And the curse that infest the day 
Shall fold their tents like the Arabs,
And as silently steal away.

It was during this fast that Mr. Thompson came in contact 
with a man, to make the one little exception to the unqualified 
regret with which he left Tripoli.

His besetting sin seems to have been, that ho kept Mr. 
Thompson awake at night with his gourmandising and 
subsequent general hilarity. Mr. Thompson, as a Bet-off for 
having been kept awake, dismisses him in the following 
facetious manner : “  May his days bo short in tho land, and 
when he dies may his name be forgotton ! ”

Of the commercial morality of the Arabs the following 
bespeaks for itself. Our author says “  Mr. L— — -  tliinkH 
higlily of the Arabs. If you treat them properly, they will be 
kind and civil ; in business he finds them straight dealers, and 
requires no paper engagements with them.”

They also place unbounded trust in Allah for “  it does not 
seem to matter whether anything is sold or not. If Allah send 
purchasers, well 1— If not well.”

Tho most striking feature in the whole book is the exquisite 
demeanor of tho Arabs in the public thoroughfares to be 
paralleled not in England. Thus, Mr. Thompson, speaking of 
them— and the language, though with shame we confess it, is 
not exaggerated— says that he had to photograph an interesting 
object in a populous street when “ crowds assembled without 
meaning to obstruct, gathered round from curiosity ; but as a 
crowd they are more polite and easy to deal with than an 
ordinary crowd at a town gate in England would be ; they are 
barbarians, while wo go in for being highly civilised Christians. 
If you were to say “  balek” to an English crowd, think you it 
would disperse ? Not a bit of it. It would stand and jeer, 
and anon begin to hoavo brickbats and perhaps rotten eggs, if 
so be that hens lived in the district.” The wonderful word 
‘ balek ” moans make way, let us pass, or by your leave ; and 
tho word has only to be uttered on the streets of Tripoli and 
tho Mahommedaus politely make way and the Christian dog 
passes.

Mr. Thompson seems to have gone to Shakespeare for all his 
mottoes— discriminating man. “  Search the market narrowly ”  
is the heading of one chapter, and assuredly it is the place for 
studying an important phrase of human life, and the following 
is the summing: “  all goes on in a quiet and orderly fashion, no 
drunkenness, no unseemly row s! For these people are 
barbarians on the burning sand of Africa, not Christians in the 
slums of London or Liverpool.”

Again: “  I passed on among that dense crowd of Arabs, 
negroes and Turks, camera in hand, and they made way— they 
helped me ! ‘  balek ’ ‘  balek ’— polite and kindly, for are they 
not barbarians and children of the desert ? ”

Another spectacle that impressed Mr. Thompson strongly, 
was the “  vast expanse of sand stretches away— it would seem 
to eternity. The great desert! not a blade of grass, no life of 
any sort, utter loneliness and desolation. I  asked Mr. L ——  
how far this extended ? He replied, six or even nine months, 
which means it will take a caravan six or even nine months to 
cross this terrible plain.”

W e  are curious to k n ow  w h at w ere the thoughts that 
crow d ed ly  fleeted through the seething m ind of M r. T hom pson , 
as he beheld th is ov erw h elm in g scene o f w aste and desolation ! 
Im p ossib le  of b e lie f that th ey  w ere those of the irreverent  
“ y a n k ”  w hile  b eholding a sim ilar soene in its nature, though  
not in m agnitude. Y e t  he rocordotli not that ho fe ll on h is  
face in an ecstasy o f thankfulness to “  A lla h  ”  (w e , o f course, 
m ean the E n g lish  on e), for the fertile  fields o f E n g lan d  : A h  1 
w ell, it becom es u s not to p ry  u n seo m in gly  to tho secret 
cham bers of so m an ifestly  a m anly heart.

W e  regretfu lly  take our leave of M r. T hom pson b y  g iv in g , 
in h is  ow n  fascinating and graphic w a y , a description of the  
cam el.

“ N o w , you r cam el is a different k in d  of beast a lto g e th e r ; 
he is neither sm all nor elegant, but he is a rem arkable an im al, 
and had it not been for h is strength and endurance, the great 
desert w ould  have rem ained an im passable region to th is  
day. T he fu ll-g ro w n  cam el is very  tall, causing horses to 
look very  insignificant w hen both are together. l ie  carries  
his head h igh , hiH nose b eing nearly on a level w ith  the top of 
his h ea d : this im parts to him  a look o f w isdom , w ith  a 
disdainful expression o f countenance, sh ow in g an apparent 
disregard for surrounding circum stan ces, w h ich  all the tim e  
he does not feel. l i e  has an y am ount o f jo in ts and h inges, 
w hich  ho doubles up neatly  and q u ick ly , and flops over  
sw ash on the ground, his head still high in tho air. H e  
seldom  lies on his side, but som etim es rests h is chin  on  
the earth. W h en  on tho m arch, ho am bles easily  along w ith  a 
sw in g in g  ga it, etc. J . Robuiits.

JESU S A N D  SO CRATES.
A  perfect being would not have been so unmanned and 

terrified by the approach of death as to be in “  agony ” and 
“ sweat as it were great drops of blood.” His deportment 
would have been more like that of tho heathen Socrates, who 
conversed freely with his friends, ondeavorod to sustain their 
fortitude and lighten their griof, and when tho time came, 
drank the fatal hemlock with as little concern as if it had 
been a glass of wine. The agony and dospair of Jesus 
increased to the fatal moment, and his last words, prompted 
by his suffering and tho utter hoplessness of his position— so 
it would seem— wero words of reproach against his God—  
“ M y God ! my God! why hast thou forsaken m e?”— B. F. 
Underwood, “  Jesus Not a Perfect Character.”

FR EE TH O U G H T N E C E SSA R Y.
Evidently proposals to limit the right of free speech, 

political or roligious, can be defended only by making tho 
tacit assumption that whatever political or religious beliefs 
are at the time established, are wholly truo; and since 
this tacit assumption has throughout tho past proved to bo 
habitually erroneous, regard for experience may reasonably 
prevent us from assuming that tho curront boliets aro wholly 
true. W o must recogniso froo speech as still being the 
agoncy by which orror is to be dissipated, and cannot, 
without papal assumption, interdict it.— Herbert Spencer, 
“  Principles o f Ethics," vol. ii. § 322, p. 143.

O B IT U A R Y .
Sir Jam es F itz ja m o s S te p h e n , w ho diod on M o n d a y , 

M »r c k  12, w as, like th o  late L o r d  B ram w ell, an exa m p le o f  
an em in en t lega l m in d , w ho w as d ecid ed ly  n o n -C h ristia n . 
H is  h eresy , w hich w as a lm ost os pron ou n ced  as th a t o f  h is  
b roth er, L e slie  S tep h en , au th or of Essays on Freethinking 
and Plain-speaking, first appeared in his dofenco o f  tho R ev . 
R ow lan d  W illia m s w hen tried  for heresy  for w ritin g  in Essays 
and Reviews. H e  w rote  in th e  Saturday Review, an d re 
p rin ted  Essays by a Barrister. H e  w as a m em b er o f  the  
M etap h y sica l C lu b , an d , w ith  P rofessor H u x lo y , uphold th o  
sceptical sid e  in th e ir  discussions. I n  1879 ho w as appointed  
ju d g e , and his acum en an d  im p a rtia lity  woro h ig h ly  esteom ed  
by M r . B ra d la u g h . H is  w ork s on th e  C rim in a l L a w  o f  
E n g la n d  are m odels o f  logical expression. I n  th e  Nineteenth 
Century ho w rote  again st tho B lasp h om y L aw , w hich ho 
describod as ferooious. I n  oth or urtioles, n o ta b ly  one on  
M od ern  C a th olicism  (O ct. 1887) ho m ado cloar h is rejection  
o f  C h ristian  supornatu ralism .
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Independent Department.
IS THERE A GOD?

I a m  not in the habit of stultifying myself, nor of ignoring 
indisputable facts and their logical sequence. I have not 
said that “  God is not nature, and then that God is nature.” 
I have argued that “ G od”  is the “ mysterious and omni
potent something,”  who, according to the Bible, “ created 
the heaven and the earth ’ ’— the “  being ”  who is incompre
hensible, and who is, therefore, indescribable. Your 
correspondent, A. Liddle, has written that, “  if God be 
defined simply as the Infinite, the Atheist does not deny the 
existence of a God.”  Naturally, therefore, I concluded that 
the difference between us was one merely of ivords.

Of course it would be *■ useless to discuss this question 
further with one who,”  though appealing to science, ignores 
scientific facts. But your correspondent whom I have 
quoted is only one of many, and speaks but for himself, as is 
evidenced by Thomas May, whose thoughtful contribution is 
of great value. Being a Freethinker, therefore, and no 
dogmatist, I must press for a reply to my question ; and that 
there may be no mistake I will put the matter in a nutshell.

Science demonstrates that organic beings can only come 
from organic beings;  that this earth had a beginning, and 
for ages could not have sustained organic life; and that 
“ spontaneous generation”  is impossible. By whom, then—  
or by what “  force,”  power, or what not— was organic life 
first made to appear upon this earth ? My contention is that 
it was by the inexplicable “  being ”  who is termed “  God.” 
Let who can show that I am in error. But let it not be 
forgotten that this “  being ”  is he who, “  in the beginning, 
created the heaven and the earth,”  but who is not the God 
of either the Jew or the Christian.

“  Atheos ”  defines God as “ the being who always departs 
at the approach of science and forgets to leave his address,” 
This definition would be pertinent were it correct, which it 
is not. For science— which, notwithstanding its many 
brilliant discoveries, is in a purely elomentary stage— points 
with unerring finger to one ultimate, inexplicable “  force ” 
as being the creator o f  all things. N. M. X.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .

philosophy . . . .  as ignorant of medical matters as M. 
Pasteur, doctor of chemistry; ” and in Mr. Benjamin Bryan’s 
Hydrophobia and Vivisection, originally delivered as a 
lecture in the Stienway Hall, London, on the 8th of April, 
1889, I read : “  A s I have told you already, Pasteur is not a 
medical man ; he has no diploma, and cannot treat patients 
himself. He is a chemist only; though an extremely clever 
one . . . . ; but ho is not a doctor of medicine, and never 
was. Ho is, however, surrounded by three or four medical
men............... ” Indeed, I think it would bo impossible to
find Pasteur described as a doctor and professor of physic, 
elsewhere than in Mr. Wheeler’s work, and I  am acquainted 
with nearly all the book literature relating to Pasteur and his 
discoveries published in the English language.

J o se p h  C o l l in  son .
[The statement in my Dictionary is found in Vapereau’s 

Dictionnaire des Contemporains. The word “ doctor ” does 
not hero imply doctor of medicine].— J. M. W .

JESU S’ AU R EO LE.
TO THE EDITOR OJ “  THE FREETHINKER.”

S i r ,— In your issue of the 21st ult., F . A ., under “ The New  
Criticism,” puts forth a theory that “  the boy Christ, wearing 
an incandescent nimbus amongst the shavings of his father’s 
workshop, might have set them on fire.” Reading this brought 
to my recollection what Bacon says in writing of the ignis- 
fatuus, and I conclude, therefore, that Jesus’ aureole, if ho 
had one, would have been of like nature— that is, without 
heat. The statement is as follows (I copy from notes) : “ That 
flame, however, appears yet milder, which in some well- 
authenticated and serious histories, is said to have appeared 
round the heads and hair of boys and virgins, and instead of 
burning their hair, merely to have played about it. And it 
is almost certain that a sort of flash, without any evident heat, 
has sometimes been seen about a horse when sweating at 
night, or in damp weather.” W . C a b e l l ,

“ It is no light thing to have secured a livelihood on condition of 
going through life masked and gagged. To be compelled, week after week, 
and year after year, to recite the symbols of ancient faith and lift up his 
voice in the echoes of old hopes, with the blighting thought in his 
soul that the faith is a lie, and the hope no more than the folly of the 
crowd; to read hundreds of times in a twelvemonth with solemn unction 
as the inspired word of the Supreme what to him are meaningless as the 
Abracadabras of the conjuror in a booth ; to go on to the end cf his days 
administering to simple folk holy rites of commemoration and solace, 
when he has in his mind at each phrase what dupes are these simple 
folk and how wearisomely counterfeit their rites ; and to know through 
all that this is really to be the one business of his prostituted life, that 
so dreary and hateful a piece of play-acting will make the desperate 
retrospect of his last hours— of a truth here is the very abomination of 
desolation of the human spirit indeed.”—John Morley.

A  D IS C L A IM E R .
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,— Some one has sent my colleague and mysolf a copy 
of the Freethinker of March 4, in which the very sad illness 
and death of Miss Robins is reported. W o deeply regret 
that she should have received a fatal blow whilo Mr. Heaford 
was lecturing. I have nothing to say in extenuation of such 
brutal conduct. But, as it happens, your comment— “ incited 
by tho aspersions of Christian Evidence lecturers”— is 
seriously unjust, because our lecturer that afternoon in 
Finsbury Park was Mr. II. 0 . Johnson, whoso advocacy of 
Christian truth has always morited, and, I  am glad to say, 
always socurod, the warm approbation of all Freethinkers 
who have heard him. A s ho is somewhat hurt by your 
remark, I must ask you to insert this.

May I ask you also to correct a slight error in the same 
issue (p. 142)? You say I oiler “ to give up £100 of ” ray 
“  salary ” ; you should have said “ givo a yoar’s salary, £100.” 
— Yours obediently, 0 .  L loyd  E ngstrom .

[Thoro are other Christian Evidence lecturers besidos 
thoso attached to the Christian Evidence Society; somo o f  
them the rifT-raff of creation.— E d ito r , Freethinker,’]

IS  M. P A S T E U R  A  DOCTOR A N D  PR O FESSO R  OF 
P H Y SIC  ?

TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”
S ir,— A t page 2.11 of Mr. J. M. Whooler’s Biographical 

Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages and Nations (1889), I 
find it stated by tho author that M. Louis Pasteur “ became 
doctor in 1847 and professor of physic at Strassburg in 1848; ” 
but if Mr. Wheeler’s information is correct, which I doubt, it 
is not known by thoso of the scientific world, who ought to 
know all the leading particulars of Pasteur’s public life. I  
am well awaro that Pasteur was appointed Professor of 
Chemistry at Strassburg, though I cannot rocall tho date 
(neither day, mouth, nor year), and ho is invariably described 
as “ tho great French chemist,” by both tho unscientific 
laymen and tho faculty. In his work on Fasteur and Rabies, 
Dr. Thomas M. Dolan, M.D., F.R.C.S., and editor of the 
Provincial Medical Journal, publishes a letter as his preface 
from Professor Peter (tho late), the successor of Trousseau, 
and Membor of the Academy of Medicino, Paris, and in it the 
great French clinican speaks of Dr. Meczikow, a “ doctor of
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
\Ntrhces o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on 1Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on postcard.'] 
L O N D O N .

H a ll o f Science, 142 O ld-street, E .C .: 11.15, a lecture (fr e e );
6.30, m usical selections; 7, Mrs, Frederika Macdonald, “ T h eo
sophy, M ahatm as, and the H erd ”  (adm ission f r e e ; reserved seats 
3d. and 6d .) W ednesday at 8.15, a lecture.

Battersea Secular H all (oack of Battersea Park Station) : 7 45, 
W . W illis , L  G.C., “  Secularism  and D em ocracy”  (free). Tuesday  
at 8, social gathering (free). Wednesday at 8, dram atic club. 
Good F riday at 7, singing, sketch, and dancing (tickets 3d).

Cam berw ell— «1 N ew  Ohurcn-road, 8 .E . :  11.30 sma,U h all), 
debating class, Mr. Rale, “ Progress and T h e o lo g y " ; 7.30 (large  
hall), Touzeau Parris, “ The Evolution of R eligious Ideals.”  
F riday at 7.30, free science classes in chem istry and astronom y.

H am m ersm ith Club, 1 The G rove, B ro a d w a y ; Thursday, 
M arch 22, at 8 30, C. J . Hunt w ill lecture (free).

N ottin g  H ill G ate— “  D uke of Y ork ,”  Kensington-place, Silver-, 
street; M onday at 8.30, business m eeting of the W e st London  
B ranch .

W im bledon— L iberty H all, Curtis’s Coffee House (Broadw ay  
entrance): 7, J B . Coppock, F.O.S., “ Some Evidences for E ro lu - 
tion, w ith  lantern illustritions (free). ¿í - -•

W ood Green— Star Coffee House, H ig h -streeti J .4 5 , A i  G . 
H e rzfd d , “ The Jews.”  ’

Open-aik Propaganda.
Battersea P ark-gates: 11.30, A . Guest, “ D ivine E x a m p le : 

Should it be Followed ?”
H yde Park (near M arble-arch ): 11.30 and 3.30, S t .J o h n  w ill 

lecture.
Regent's Park (near G loucester-gate): 11.30, Sam  Standring, 

“ Jonah and other Tales.”
C O U N T R Y .

B ristol— Shepherd’s H a ll, Old M arket-street; 7, discussion, “  Is 
Secularism Sound ? ’ opened by M r. W h ite .

Chatham  —  Secular H all, tjueen's-road, N ew  B rom pton : 11, 
J. Lyons, “  The Best Means of Prom oting the M orality of our 
T ow n s” ; 2.45, Sunday-school; 7 E . Harding ( Anti-Com pulsory  
Taxation L eague), “ A re ave Going tb e E ig h t W a y  to Im prove  
the Condition of the W orking Classes ?”

D erby —  41 Copeland-street (off Traffic-street): 7, m em bers’ 
m eeting.

Dundee— Cutlers’ H all, M urraygate: 11,30, m u tu al im prove
m ent class: 1 to 2, m usic class; 2.30, concert: 6.30, M r. Harkis, 
“  The Road to Salvation ."

Failsworth Secular Sunday-school, at 10 and 2 ; 6.30, P. 
Percival will lecture.

Glasgow — Ex-M ission H all, 110 B runsw ick-street: 12, discussion 
class, G . M W rig h t, “ Christ and his Biographers ” ; 6.30. Zosim us, 
“  The A rts of L ife  and of Pleasure,”  w ith  special lantern slides.

H anley— 8ecular H all, John-street: 7.30, “  Political Tim es and 
Poems of Charles M ackey.” Thursday at 8, im provem ent class.

H u ll— St. George’s H all, 8 A lb io n -street: 7, J . Sketchley, “  The  
Currency Question.”

L iv erp o o l—Oddfellows’ H all, St. A n n e -stre e t: 11, class for the  
study of U tilitarianism , L . Sm all, B .B c .; 7, M r.D o eg , “ Liverpool 
and the Slave Trade. ’

M anchester N .S.S ., Secular H a ll, R usholm e-road, Oxford.road, 
A ll Saints’ : 6.30, A . B . W akefield, “  Freethought in  H istory.”

New castle-on-Tyne— Good Tem plar Hall, 2 Ciayton.street, E a st: 
7, Carl Aarstad, “  A n Hour’s Chat about E lectricity ”  (free).

N ottingh am  —  Shortland's Café, 3 Derby-road : 7, m em bers’ 
special m eeting.

Portsm outh —  W ellington  H all, W ellington -street, S ou th sea : 
11, C. Cohen, “ Socrates” ; 3. class in Spencer’ s e th ics ; 7, C. 
Cohen, R eligion and Progress ” (3d. and 6d.) Tuesday at 8, 
0 . Cohen, “ The French R e v o lu tio n " (free).

Rochdale— Spiritualist Hall, W ater-street; E ach evening at
7.30, Sam Stan drin g: Thursday, M arch 22, “ W in e , K ings, and 
W o m e n ” ; Good Friday, “ Christ’s Horrible D e a th " ;  Saturday, 
“ The Converted A theist Shoem aker.”

Sheffield — H a ll of Science, R ockingham -street: 7, J. W eston, 
“  Vaccination : the Story of a Great Delusion.”  W ednesday at 8, 
literary and debating society, im prom ptu speeches.

South Shields— Free Library H all, O cean-road: G . W . Foote, 
11, “ D id Jesus Rise from  the Dead ? "  ¡ 3, “ H ow  A theists are 
Converted, w ith special reference to the Rev. H ugh Price H ughes 
and his A theist Sh oem aker” ; 7, “ A  Search for the Soul.”

Sunderland— Bridge End V au lts (long room  above), B ridge- 
street: 7, the Librarian, “ C hristianity and S lavery.”

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
C. Cohen, 12 M erchant-street, Bow-road, E .— M arch 18 to  A p ril  

14, P ortsm ou th ; A p ril 15, m ., B attersea; a., V ictoria  P a r k ; e., 
C am b erw ell; 22, m . and a., V ictoria P a rk ; e., Battersea.
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A btkus B . Moss, 44 Credon-road, R oth erh ith e, L ondon, 8 :E .—  
A p ril 1, C am b erw ell; 15, m ,, H yde P a r k ; e., H a m m ersm ith ; 22, 
m ., W ood Green.

T ouzeau Pakris, Clare Lodge, 32 U pper M all, H am m ersm ith , 
Londcm, W .— March 18, Cam berw ell. A p ril 1, G rim sb y ; 8, L iver- 
p o o l; 15, Sheffield; 22, Camberwell.

A D v f c T f  o THE MARRIED
All persona whose circumstances will not permit them to 

maintain ,a,4d4ge family should send for

•'"PRUDENCE AND PLENTY,”
an interesting dialogue, which should be read by all who wish 
to maintain and improve their position in life.

Copy, together with our Illustrated List of all the MODERN  
APPLIANCES as recommended by Dr. Allbutt and Mrs. 
Besant, sent on receipt of stamped envelope to—

E. LAMBERT & SON,
Manufacturers of Hygienic and Malthusian 

Appliances,
60 a n d  62 QUEEN’S ROAD, D ALSTON, LONDON, N.E.

Or from  R . B’order.

S E A S O N A B L E  P A M P H L E T S -

W A S  C H R I S T  C R U C I F I E D ?  B y  A . B i e r b o w e r

(Member of the Chicago Bar). Id.

T H E  C R U C I F I X I O N . B y  G . W . F o o t e . Id . 
T H E  R E S U R R E C T IO N . B y  G . W . F o o t e . 2d.

R. F o b d r b , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

WILL CHRIST SAVE US?
B y  G . W . F o o t e .

A  thorough Examination o f the Claims o f Jesus Christ 
to be considered the Savior o f the W orld .

PRICE SIXPENCE.
R. Fo b d k b , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

F R E E T H O U C H T  W O R K S .

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of all Ages and
Nations. By J. M. Whuder. Handsomely bound in cloth, 7s. od. 

Bible Studies. An Essay on Phallic Worship and other 
Curious Rites and Customs. By J. M . Wheeler. Superior paper, 
illnstrated, and bound in cloth. 2a. 6d.

The Code o f Nature. By Diderot and D ’ llo lb ach . 2d. 
Pagan Mythology, or the Wisdom of the Ancient3. By 

Lord Bacon. Is.
Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B V.)

Contents:— The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England— Religion in the 
Rocky Mountains— Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles— A  Com
mission of Inquiry on Royalty— A  Bible Lesson on Monarchy— The 
One Thing Needful. Cloth, Is.

Was Christ Crucified? By Austin Biorbower (mombor of
the Chicago Bar). Id.

The Age of Reason- By Thomas Paine. New edition, with
Preface by G. W . Foote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. Is. 
Thomas Paine’s Complete Theological Works. Cloth, 2e- 6d. 
Rights o f Man. Bv Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio

graphy by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers. I s . ; bound in cloth, 2s. 
N.S.S Almanack for 1893. Edited by G. W. Foote and 

J. M. Wheeler. Gd.
Letters from Heavon. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
Letters from Hell. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
Giordano Bruno’s Statue. A Picture of, for framing. 2d.

Post free in Lerts’s case, 3d.
Photo-Portrait o f G. W. Foote. By Amey. Is.

R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER ST., LONDON, E.O.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Boeant in “  Law of Popula
tion,”  page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  W ife’ s Hand
book,*’ page 61. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Ohad- 
well-street, C lertenwell: 2b. do*., post free( reduotiou 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped 
envelope. Higglnson’e Syringe, with Vertical ani 
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d, Dr 
Palfrey’ s Powder, la. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is, 2d 
Dr. Allbutt’ a Quinine Powdors, 8s. doz. A.11 pricei 
post free.

W. J, Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

(Near the “ Angel.”

Infidel Death-Beds
By G. W. FOOTE.

Second E d itio n , M uch  E n la b q e d ,
Price 8d.

Superfine Paper, in Cloth, Is. Sd.

r  FRE ETH IN K ER S, Ladies and Gentlemen 
requiring SUPERIOR CUT GARM ENTS  
at moderate prices. First-class Style and Fit 

Guaranteed.— H. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 
Great Castle-street, W . Three doors from 
Regent-street. [Patronised by leading Free
thinkers.]

QTANTON, the People s Dentist, 335 Ktrand (o.ppo- 
^  site Somerset House).—TLETrf on VULCANITE, 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality. 4s. 
each, tip;)er or lower, £2, completed In four home 
whsu required, repairing or Alteration, in two hours. 
If yon pay more them the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platianm 7«. 6il. each on Itte, 
gold 15», .tuoping 2s. 6d., extraction 1»., painless by
gas. 6s_____________________________________________
A N Y  of our Freethought friends visiting 

x l  HOLCOMBE H ILL on Good Friday will 
find Good Accommodation for Teas, etc., at 
Hibbott’s Coffee House, 20 Crow-lane, Rams- 
bottom, near the Railway Station. ___________

F R E E T H IN K E R  T R A C T S
Sixpence Per Hundred.

R . Foudeu, 28 Stonecutter Stroet, E.O.
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The following are the Cheapest lines in PLAIN NAVY SERGES for Dresses that I 
have ever offered—

201a-------42 inches wide 1/9 per yard'
202a-------42 „ 21-  „ I
200 a ----------- 42 „  2/3 „  r
520b------ 56 „ 21-  „

ALL PURE WOOL
W A R R A N T E D  F A S T  D Y E .

Tt gives me great pleasure to sell these goods because I  K N O W  T H E Y  W I L L  G I V E  P E R F E C T  
S A T IS F A C T IO N . I f  they don’t, send for all the m oney you pay fo r  them, and I  will forw ard it by return

AND A LLO W  Y O U  T O  KEEP T H E  G O O D S  FOR N O T H IN G .

A FEW ODD (WINTER) LINES
THAT MUST B! CLEARED.

L O T  1— Tw o Pairs o f G ood H eavy A ll-W oo l Blankets fo r  20s.
L O T  2— T w o G ood Strong Suit Lengths, one Tw eed and one Serge, for 20s. 
L O T  3— One M elton O vercoat Length, and 1 Tw eed or Serge Suit length, fo r  20s. 
L O T  4— Five G ood A ll-W o o l Trousers’ Lengths for  20s.
L O T  5— One Suit L ength , one Cloth Dress L ength , and two Um brellas, fo r  20s. 
L O T  6— F our G ood Strong Dress Lengths (Fashionable Colors) for  20s.
L O T  7— Tw enty Yards o f G ood B lack Cashmere fo r  20s.
L O T  8— Thirty-three Yards o f Remnants fo r  Children’s Dresses fo r  20s.

One Shilling must he added fo r  each L ot fo r  Carriage.

WE

C A N N O T

S E N D

P A T T E R N S

But we

Return Money in Full 

for

Goods not approved

J, W, GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD
W HY BE ILL P

MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal Order fo r  la. 2d.
.Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread, 

Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit, 
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Ci re of Disease, 
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, JNervousness, 
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long 
Worms, Tape Worms, Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. For Postal Order for 1$. 2d.

The Healing Power of Nature ; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease; 
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Foed; 
Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea Delusion ; Sa lt; Saline 
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and 
Sleeplessness; Want of Energy, e tc .; Health Hints for Workers, Shop 
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the T hin ; for the Stout; and cn 
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated 
Begs, Tumors, etc.
M EDICAL ESSAYS. V o r .. III. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

Health and W ealth ; No More Death; Y ou th ; The Necessity for Pure 
Air, and How to Get i t ; The Management of Young Children : Hunger and 
Appetite ; Effects of Fasting ; Perfect Foods j Green Foods; Suppers; 
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc. 
H O W — to Eat Properly, to Eat.Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to 
Breathe Properly, to (Trow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live Oxe 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Trouble*, Flatulence, 
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or 
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by 
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . IV. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings 
Banka, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its 
Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery? Porridge, Celeraio 
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices, 
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant 
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, &tays and their Substi
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and 
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or 
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, 
Epidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

The Four Volumes, ¡strongly and neatly bound, fo r  5s. 6d. 
H Y G IEN IC  MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers. Post free  

from  the Author f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. Id.
R heumatism ; Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. —  Consumption : Its 

Cause and Cure. Post free 7d.— Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d. 
T hree Pamphlets to Y oung Men. Post free Is. Id.

*+* All these hooks (except Pamphlets to Young Men) hound together in 
cloth in one volume. Post free 8s. Gd.

AH the above can be got from Dr . T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place, 
Manchester Square, London, W.

HOims of Consultation are— Morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p .m .; fee, 
JOs. Gd. Evening from G to 8 ; fee, 5s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. 6d. Patients visited in the 
Country. Fee according to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning. Advice Given by post.

T H E

HOUSEHOLD DOCTOR
Or MEDICINE MADE EASY.

By GEORGE TH W AITES. 
Wholesale and Retail Herbalist,

2 C H U R C H  R O W , S T O C K T O N -O N -T E E S . 
Sixpence each, or by post six penny stamps.

Those who value health— and I presume all do, as wo aro 
not of much account without it— should have ono of theso books.

The symptoms of most diseases we suffer from aro fully 
described, with a cure by herbs, which are Nature’» remedies ; 
or a Herb Recipe sent to anyono on receiving a dirocted 
wrapper, or a stamp-directed envelope, to Ouro any Disease 
or Disorder.

Price List Free on application at the above address.

THE BEST BOOK.
ON NEO -M ALTH U SIAN ISM  IS, I  B ELIEVE,

T R U E  M O R A L IT Y ,  or T H E  T H E O R Y  A N D  
P R A C T IC E  O F  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M .

By J. R. HOLM ES, M.M .L., M .V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait ana autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 

Price Is., post fret.
*** In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at one penny, post free 2d. Oopioa of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbntt, and
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, Londou, E .0 . 
Other orders should be sent to the author.

i .  R. H O LM E S . H A N N E Y ,  W A N T A G E , B ER K S.

Printed and Published by G. W . Foote, at 2J Stonecutter-street, 
London, E.C.


