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BIBLE INSPIRATION.*

Tnr. question why men do not believe the bible is one very
easily answered, and which, nevertheless, is likely to occupy
the attention of the white-chokered gentlemen for some
time to come. The fact is patent. Go amongst any class
of society and you find that the tales and doctrines of “ holy
scripture ” have at the most but a Sunday belief. Even
regular church attendants will in private assure you that it
must not be supposed they really believe the world was
created in six days, or any nonsense of that kind, such as
their fathers believed was taught by the word of god. New
interpretations are given to old doctrines to accommodate
them to increased knowledge, and, above all, a new theory
of inspiration is put forward by which the believer can say,
when any contradiction, incredulity, or immorality in the
Jcw-books is pointed out, “* Oh we don’'t actually believe
that. It was only suited to the undevelopcd™nature of the

early Hebrews.”
The tract committee of the Society for Promoting Chris-

tian Knowledge must be held— by the publication of the
lectures which the Rev. J. M. Wilson, head master of
Clifton College, delivered before audiences of working men
in Bristol early this year—to have committed themselves to
this modified view of the word of god, which indeed by this
theory is cither the word of god or the word of man, which-
ever happens to suit the theologian.

Of course Mr. Wilson endeavors to make out that his is
not any new theory made just to escape the difficulties
arising from a knowledge of modern science and the criti-
cism which has shown no end of interpolations, mistransla-
tions and various readings in every chapter of the holy book.
He says that “ no creed or formulary of any church has
ever asserted that the bible is to be literally and prosaically
interpreted, or that its accuracy and historical correctness
arc supernaturally guaranteed,” and quotes with approbation
the words of Cunon Westcott, that “ the purely organic
theory of inspiration rests on no scriptural authority, and if
we except a few ambiguous metaphors, is supported by no
historical testimony.” None the less is it a fact that the
Protestant church has taught the verbal inspiration of the
Jew-books for ages, and to deny any portion of them to be
the word of god has been held a wicked offence, as heinous
as manslaughter. Even at the present day there aro two
theories—the more liberal one, that of Canon Westcott,
which is taught to the clergy, and the older one which they
teach to others. From the pulpit they read that “ the lord
spoke unto Moses, saying,” and inculcate, as far as possible,
reverence for every word of their fetish. It is only in lec-
tures and discussions that the broader theory is used. Dr.
Wilson himself tells us that many of his friends discounten-
anced his giving these lectures to working men. They said,
“ Leave them alone, you will unsettle more than you will
help. You will shako the not very intelligent faith of
believers and not convert the sceptics.”

We believe these friends were right. Once admit there
arc any inaccuracies in the bible and you have made a fatal
surrender ; for what part can be relied on as being infallible ?
I f the mistakes of translators and the errors of copyists be

* “ The Theory of Inspiration; or, why Men do not Believe in
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Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.

No. 123.] ~

16, 1883.

[Price One Penny.

admitted, what portion can be said to be the word of man
and what portion the word of god ? If the words are not
inspired, what is? If it is admitted there are little errors,
how can it be asserted there are no large ones? If the
account of the Fall is not literal, is the redemption through

Christ's blood anything more than an allegory ? Why
should we believe the story of the Flood as told in Genesis
rather than the more ancient Babylonian tradition ? If we

may disregard the tale of Balaam and his donkey, why
should we believe in the trinity, when even the word is not
in the bible, and the main text in support of this belief
(2 John v., 7) is known by all scholars to be a fabrication?
Let it be noted, moreover, that the discrepancies and diffi-
culties of the book affect the doctrines derived from it. It
is not of much consequence that the genealogy given to
Christ by Matthew is at utter variance with that given by
Luke, but the fact is one which proves tho whole tale
of the incarnation, given by the writers under those names,
to be untrustworthy. It don't much matter whether Jesus
is said to have risen from Bethany or from Galilee, but the
discrepancy between the evangelists at once suggests doubts
as to his having ever risen at all. It is often said that the
150,000 various readings are only slight in nature. This is
not true, even if it could bo allowed there was anything
slight in the word of god, for many of them, as with the
interpolated text already mentioned, affect tho fundamental
doctrines of Christianity.

Once admit that the bible is in the same category as
other books, and has been no better preserved than other
ancient so-called sacred literature, and the position of the
rationalist is secured. Thcro is nothiny for it but to use
our own reason and conscience as much in regard to it as
to any other documents. We must be critics over the holy
ghost and judge for ourselves what is his handiwork. The
infallible book must be vouched for by our own fallible
judgments. And here the disingenuousness of the clergy
steps in. They say that when any passage in the bible coin-
cides with our highest morality and comes homo to our best
feelings, that is a proof of its inspiration ; but instead of
taking the many passages which contradict our morality as
a proof of the reverse, a system of interpretation is
resorted to which would make a divine revelation of Jack
the Giant-Killer.

What better proof could there be that the bible is the
product of men, and those but semi-civilised, than such
stories ns those of god commanding Abraham to murder his
own son ; of his Kkilling tho firstborn of Egypt because
I"haraoh would not let the Jews go ; of his sanguinary
orders against tho Canaanitcs and others. If Mr. Wilson
found such a story as that of Joshua staying the sun in the
legends of other people he would take it as conclusive evid-
ence of their ignorance and barbarity. To quote from the
Koran how Mahomet sanctioned the slaughter of Jewish
male prisoners is considered by Christians sufficient evidence
of his not having been sent of god, yetat the same time they
are ready to credit that Jahveli ordered the extermination of
the Midianites.

Mr. Wilson endeavors to place the Jewish records above
all others, on the ground that they first taught the unity
of god. This is simply untrue. The Aryan Hindoos had
arrived at this conception and expressed it in the Rig-vcda
(x., i., 121) while the Jews were still polytheists. We
challenge the theologians to state a single original doctrine
first found in their so-called revelation.
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Mr. Wilson puts the matter very euphemistically when he
admits that god left a low morality uncorrected “ because of
the hardness of their hearts.” He might also have quoted
scripture in favor of the view that god gave them “ statutes
which were not good, and judgments whereby they should
not live ” (Ezekiel xx., 25).  Mr. Wilson says this was the
way of training, but we fail to see anything divine about it.
If a missionary among people who believe in sorcery tells
them in the words of scripture “ thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live,” instead of saying at once there is no such
thing as witchcraft, he will be acting on the plan Mr. Wilson
attributes to his unchangeable god when he accommodated
his revelation to the low morality of the Hebrews.

Inspiration Mr. Wilson defines as “ an illumination in all
that concerns religious truth.” Yet we have a hundred
different sects founded upon this supposed inspired book.
This definition, be it noted, is made to exlude any question,
ing of the bibie in regard to its history or its science. But
it would exclude too much. The whole of the book of
Esther, for instance, has no word of religion in it. Neither
has the book of Ruth, and the books of Samuel, Kings and
Chronicles very little. The most religious portion of the
Old Testament is the Psalms, and here we have David in-
voking the curses of Jahveh on the head of his enemies in
a worse spirit than anything that can be found in the
Koran.

The truth is, ministers now-a-days are trying to found
their livelihood upon a compromise between superstition and
rationalism, and the compromise certainly gives plentiful
exercise to their ingenuity. In regard to the bibie it is of
small avail. Either the book is the word of god, in which
case its doctrines should be as clear as if written on the face
of the sky, or it is simply the work of men, like other books.
It has survived by a process of natural selection, and our
reverence for it is due mainly to its antiquity, early teaching,
and the associations which have gathered round it. Its
pretended supernatural authority would long since have
been discarded but for the interested teaching of the para-
sites who make their living by preaching from its pages.

We said at the outset that the question Mr. Wilson asks
is very easily answered. Men do not believe in the Bible,
just as they do not believe in astrology, because they have
outgrown its teachings.

The time for compromises in regard to these undateable
Jew documents is past. With their big serpent story,
big giant story, big witch story, big fish story, big baby-
god and big resurrected ghost stories, the old Jew-books,
together with all theories of their inspiration, may safely be
relegated to the limbo of discarded superstitions.

J. M. W heeler.

WORK OF THE COMING YEAR.

1884 must be an active year for Freethinkers. The release
of our prisoners should be made the occasion of a more
open and effective demonstration against the enemy. Let
every Freethinker induce his fellows to speak out boldly,
and take every due occasion to proclaim his own unbelief,
and it will soon be felt that we are among the most powerful
of bodies. We shall lose, at any rate for the first part of
the year, the services of Mr. Symcs, but we know he will
be doing good work in Australia and in India. The
latter country he will probably also visit.

Mr. Foote will commence operations immediately upon
his release, and there can be no doubt that larger and more
enthusiastic audiences than ever will greet him as he
journeys through the country. Although his main work
must be in London, he will probably find time to visit all
our large cities from Plymouth to Aberdeen, and Free-
thinkers will do well in each place to secure as large a hall
as possible.

It is likely that the ensuing session may be the last of
the present Parliament, and in every borough where pros-
pective candidates for the people’'s house of representatives
come forward they should be asked if they are prepared to
support the rights of Northampton, and to vote for the
repeal of the infamous blasphemy laws. By taking every
opportunity of bringing these questions forward, Free-
thinkers may easily prove they are a power in the land.
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MILTON HALL PROSPECTUS.

T he work of the coming year, as far as the Interim Editor
of this journal is concerned, will be understood by a reference
to the following.

N ational Secular Societt, Northwestern Branch.
Milton Hall, Hawley Crescent, Kentish Town Road.

President—Edward B. Aveling. D.Sc., Fellow of University
College, London.

New Campaign.—With the new year this branch begins a
new campaign. During all the months of 1884, except May,
June, July and August, public meetings will be held every
Sunday morning at 11.30, and every Sunday evening at 7.30.
In the four summer months'meetings will only take place in
the evening. For the greater part of the year these meetings
will bo conducted by the president of the brauch, Dr. Edward
Aveling. Upon other Sundays lecturers of the highest order
only will occupy the platform at Milton Hall. The branch
alone are responsible for the making and carrying out of all
lecture engagements.

Lecturers.—As a rule, therefore, Dr. Edward Aveling will
be the speaker or director of the meeting. But due notice
will always be given when other lecturers will be present,
and as to the nature of the proceedings to be taken on any
particular Sunday. Such notices will appear in the Daily News
front page every Saturday, in the National Reformer, the
Freethinker, and the local papers.

Sunday morning.—Tho morning meetings will commence
at 11.30. Music, a short reading from a standard author, a
lecture on a scientific, political or historical subject will make
up the programme.

Sunday afternoon.—In the afternoon two classes for in-
struction in science will meet. The classes will be under the
direction of Dr. E. Avelmg. Their actual teachers will be
Botany. 3—4 p.m.; Rosina Bumpus; Chemistry, 4—5 p.m;
Ernest Davis. These classes will bofree to both sexes and to
all ages. It is hoped that this attempt to found a Sunday-
school in Science may moot with much support. Tho classes
will open on the first Sunday in February. Intending
students are earnestly asked to forward their names to Dr.
Edward Aveling, 13 Newman Street, W.

Sunday evening.—The programme will vary with tho time
of the year. Music will always begin the evoning. In the
colder months the staple commodity will bo a lecture. During
tho warmer weather the lecture will be considerably shortened,
and with the solid fare that will, it is hoped, never be wholly
wanting, will be provided music, readings and dialogues. The
desire is to givo rational men and women evenings that are
at once instructive and artistic.

Music.—As music is to form so prominent a part of our
work, friends who are willing to help in this matter are asked
to communicate with tho President of tho North Western
Branch.

Admission.—The prices of admission will be to each mooting
—Reserved Seats, Is.; Body of Hall, 6d.; Back Seats, 4d.;
Gallery, 3d.

Season Tickets.—Season tickets (transferable) for the year
are issued at the following rates:— Reserved seats (about 80
meetings), £3; Sixpenny seats, £1 10s.; Fourponny soats, £1:
Gallery, 10s. Friends unxious to aid in our campaign for
1884 will help greatly by taking these tickets, which dato for
twelve months from the date of purchase. Thus, one purchased
on March 10, 1884, is available to March 10, 1885.

Lending Library.—A lending library of scientific and
political books, with others of a lighter order, is in course of
formation. Friends who can spare any works for the library
will be heartily thanked. Tho books aro only lent to members
of the branch. For tho rules apply to tho librarian, E. Thom-
linson, 18 King Street, Camden Town.

Accessibility.—Milton Hall is close to the following places.

Camden Town Station (North London Railway), first to
right, Bonny Street, cross road at once, down through Moccus
Gardens, into Kentish Town Road, turn to left over the
bridge, first to right.

Kentish Town Station (North London Railway), down
Prince of Wales’s Road, to the loft, into Kentish Town Road,
to tho right, over the bridge as before.

Midland Railway (Camden Road Station), down Camden
Road, to the right to North London Station (see above).

Euston Road, Holloway, King's Cross, Archway Tavern, by
trams that all stop at tho “ Britannia.” Down Kentish Town
Road, second turning to the left.

Waterloo, Paddington, Victoria, Adelaide, Bull and Gate,
Archway Tavern, Hampstead omnibuses pass the end of
Hawley Crescent. King’'s Cross (green) omnibuses stop at
Camden Town Station (N. L. R.)

Members.—All are urged to join the North-West Branch of
the N. S. S.  Admission, 6d. per mouth. Apply to A. Beadle,
62 Fortess Road, N.W.
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Further information.—Further information can be obtained
of E. Thomlinson, as above, or of Dr. E Iward Aveling, 13
Newman Street, W., to whom all business communications
are to be addressed.

Edward B. Aveling.

RANDOM COMMENTS ON THE BIBLE.

And | preach saying: There come one mightier than I,
the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to stoop down
and unloose. | indeed will baptise you with water, but he
has baptised you with the holy ghost. And when he shall
come straightway up out of the water, the heavens will
open, and the spirit, like a dove, will descend from on high ;
and a voice from heaven shall say, “ Thou art my beloved
son in whom | am well pleased.”

It is with deep regret that the readers of the Freethinker
will lose the excellent services of Mr. Symes to their sturdy
little paper; for he has served from the first on its staff of
contributors, and has supplied some of the most telling
of its articles. Hence seems to lose him seems like losing a
veritable piece of the original publication, and to leave
a painful void in its contents. But as Mr. Symes must
perforce seek fields and pastures new, | will claim your
attention to my continuation of his excellent “* Comments,”
hoping that | may succeed as well as he in the plain and
useful object he had in view in their publication.

Mr. Symes’ next comment will be on the Exodus, not of
bible authority, but of himself and family from Christian
England ; but there is no reason to believe that this exodus
will prevent him from bearing in mind the magnificent
Exodus we are about to study. To my mind Mr. Symes
will find no small amount of variety and amusement in
studying this grand counterpart of his, during the long
hours that will ensue before arriving at his destination; and
wc at any rate will do our level best to do likewise.

The first chapter of Exodus calls for a large amount of
serious comment; and we-will note in passing that “ all the
souls that came out of the loins of Jacob were seventy ”
(Exodus i., 5). This number of individuals must be par-
ticularly borne in mind when wo get a little further along

witli this book. It will then be seen to be of some im-
portance.

“ And Joseph died and all his brethren, and all that
generation. Aud the children of Israel were fruitful and

increased abundantly ” (i., G7). Now, seeing that Joseph
and his own generation had only just passed away, both
according to the chronology and the text, what an alarming
increase it must have been that called forth the remark we
have noted above.

“ Now there arose a new king over Egypt, which knew
not Joseph ” (i.,, 8). Joseph the great, the mighty, the
clear-headed dream interpreter, tho vanquisher of all other
dream expounders, the good young man— forgotten. Alas!
humanity thou art a fraud ; one of thy great creations
is dead but a verse previously, and now is— forgotten. Not
by us 3,500 years from the time of his death. Oh dear no :
but by the people who immediately succeeded him.

“ The children of Israel are more and mightier than we.
Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they multiply,
and it come to pass that when there falleth out any war,
they join also unto our enemies and fight against us. There-
fore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with
their burdens ” (verses 1), 10, 11).— These few extracts pre-
sent such an absurdity, improbability and downright un-
truth, that 1 really do not know why they were not observed
earlier. 1 will try to make my remarks as orderly as | can.
Firstly,— If the children of Israel were more and mightier,
was there not already a possibility of their fighting the
Egyptians ; and under those circumstances could they have
set the taskmasters over the Israelites with the object men-
tioned ? If they had done so the Israelites would have had
no need to clear out with the help of gol, they could have
cleared the Egyptians out instead, without his help.
Secondly,— “ Come on.” This looks like fighting to com-
mence with. It was evidently only a brush, and it calmly
died down. Thirdly,— “ Let us deal wisely.” Was it dealing
wisely with a stronger people than themselves to set the task-
masters over them ? Of course not. This wretched talc is
a mere invention of some fanatic's brain, to give glory to
the lord by making nonsense of his word. There is certainly
po policy in any of these proceedings, and yet the Egyptians
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of that time must have learnt a few good lessons in the arts
of war and government before the date here mentioned, and
therefore policy could not be unknown to them. This first
chapter seems to me to be only thrown in as a lead up the
events that are to follow ; but it is so wretchedly constructed
and adapted to that end, that it bears its own refutation on
its face.

“ Because the midwives feared god (that) he made them
houses” (verse 21).—This is lastly, brethren, God the
good, the honest, the loving, the just, actually so disgraces
his attributes as to reward those who told a lie under the
direction of his fear. Because they feared god they told
the lie (say verses 17 and 19), and because they feared god,
and consequently told the lie, god rewards them for their

infamy. Mozark Zaz.

DIVINE ATTRIBUTES.

P rotestants assert that their belief is founded entirely
upon scripture, and Catholics maintain that at least no
article of their faith is contradicted by it. Christians of
every sect, disagreeing with each other upon almost every
other subject, are united in opinion concerning certain attri-
butes of the imaginary being they call god. They are
unanimous in endowing him with omnipotence, omnipresence,
and omniscience, and declare him to be infinite in benevo-
lence, holiness, truth, justice and mercy. They claim for
him as a distinguishing characteristic, that he is perfectly
unchangeable and eternally consistent in all his ways. And
they tell us with unblushing impudence that the bible proves
him to be possessed of all these admirable qualities. Yet it
would be quite as easy to find texts proving him the very
antipodes to what they proclaim. One bearing on each of
the above mentioned attributes will suffice for the present.

Omnipotence.— “ And the lord was with Judah, and he
drove out tho inhabitants of the mountain; but could not
drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had
chariots of iron ” (Judges i., 19).

Omnipresence.— “ Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the lord amongst the trees of the garden.
And the lord god called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou ?” (Genesis iii., 8-9).

Omniscience.— “ And the lord said, Because the cry of
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very
grievous, | will go down now and see whether they have
done altogether according to the cry of which has come unto
me ; and if not, I will know " (Genesis xviii., 20-21).

Benevolence.— “ Joshua smote all the country of the hills,
and of the 60Uth, and of the vale, and of the springs, nnd
all their kings ; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed
all that breathed, as tho lord god of Israel commanded "
(Joshua x., 40).

Holiness.— “ And the lord said to llosea, Go, take unto
thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms ”
(llosea i., 2).

Truth.— “ Of the tree of knowledge, of good and evil,
thou «halt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis ii.,, 17). “ And all
the days that Adam lived were 930 years” (v., 5).

Justice.—“ They borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. And the lord gave
the people favor in tho sight of the Egyptians, so that they

lent unto them, and they spoiled the Egyptians" (Exodus
xii., 35-3G).
Mercy.— “ | will bring evil upon them which they shall

not escape ; and though they shall cry unto me, I will not
hearken to them ” (Jeremiah xi., 2).

Immutability.— “ God came unto Balaam at night, and
said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up and go
with them, butyet the word that | shall say unto thee, that
shalt thou do. And Balaam rose up in the morning and
saddled his ass, nnd went with the princes of Moab. And
god’s anger was kindled because he went” (Numbers xxii.,
20-22).

I am weary of the folly, worse than folly, of it all;
but one other passage so well expresses my own thought
that I will quote it: “ "Who is the wise man that may under-
stand this ?” (Jeremiah ix., 12). Perhaps some historian
of the future, when recording the death and burial of the
Christian creed, may quote another: “ Your own sword
hath doomed your prophets like a destroying lion ” (Jeremiah
*e 30), E. J. Bowtell.
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JOHN THE APOSTLE.

Ohnh ! there was an ancient party which his name was Zebedee,
And he pitched his humble quarters on the coast of Galilee.
Where, assisted by the loving, humble partner of his joys,
He spent his time in larruping his two unruly boys.

One night, as they were sailing on the blue and briny deep,

All tr;e watch below were rather rudely waken'd from their
sleep.

And they started up in wonder, from the skipper to the boy,

As across the heaving waters came a roaring “ Ship ahoy !"

This nocturnal salutation was a wonder in its way,

It was like a clap of thunder on a cheery summer’s day.
But they knew it was a signal that the tide was on the ebb,
From tne lungs of Boanerges, or the Thunderer, or Zeb.

So Shamus, Jack and Simon, with the others of the band,

Wenlt a(rjld put the little ship about, and steered towards the
and.

And dis%usted that their scaly prey had kept beyond their
reach,

Why the%/ hauled the little hooker up, and sold her on the
beach.

So he packed his holy spirit up and started on a tour,
And he preached about contentment to the starving, needing
poor.

Showed the sinfulness of riches, and declared that when they
e,

Tis the beggars that will gather at the river by and bye.

As a surgeon or physician he was second, Sir, to none,

All disease before him vanished like the snow before the sun.
Whether cancer, or a fever, or dropsical attack,

They need only bring the sufferer to take a look at Jack.

Now, these wonders filled the oitizens with vary great sur-
So much that they imagined he was Satan in disguise.
And they had to pick their way along as though they trod on

eggs,
To avoid discarded crutches, and the cork, and wooden legs.

But in, these degen’rate, doubting days we look around in
vain

For a leader in the churches who of faith has got a grain.

Gould they lump it all together it were too minuto to view,

And it wouldn't turn a “ beaver” that was ancient to a new.

D. E.

ACID DROPS.

A come scene was seen on Sunday last in tho vicinity of
Milton Hall, the headquarters of the North-West London
Branch of the N. S. 8. A pious but ill-behaved female,
wending her weekly way to Coward Whitmore's chapel,
assaulted certain unretaliating notice-boards bearing the
wicked names of Bradlaugh and Aveling. These in her
wrath she—even as god fluug Satan out of heaven, or Christ
tho unoffending swine down a steep place into the sea—flung
hurtling into tho road. And, alas! in “ the very tempest and
whirlwind of her passion” she dropped one of her books. A
freethinking retriever promptly seized the book, and at once
discovered he had forgotten an important engagement in
Camden Town. This he made all speed to keep, and un-
fortunately he kept also the holy book. Nor was the precious
volume rescued until long after its owner was within tho
soporific range of the Whitmorian eloquence. Sho can have
the book on application to the president of the branch, Dr.
Edward B. Aveling, at 13 Newman Street.

W e shall be glad if her pastor will send for the future men
to injure our property. They aro more easily dealt with.

In a paper on “ The Paris Ouvrier,” in the December number
of Good Words, B. Heath deplores the sterility of tho mar-
riages of the French workmen. Among the causes he men-
tions “ loss of faith in divine providence.” The Parisian
ouvrier knows tho falsity of the proverb “ that god never
sends mouihs but he sends meatand has tho sense to take
care that the mouths do not come before the meat is ready

A country clergyman once, preaching about the return of
the prodigal son and the “ tatted calf,” said: “ And, dear
brethren, this was a favorite calf that had been in the family
many years.” No doubt it had been miraculously kept in
that juvenile state on purpose that the prodigal might have
veal instead of beef.

A correspondent Writes:—" While out last Sabbath fore-
noon, 1 heard a well-known dissenting minister make the
following observations in connexion with the approaching
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festivities at his own church :(—* There will be a Christmas
tree for the children; and, previous to picking, a supper will
be given to poor people. . . . There you will see a sight which
you will never see in any infidel hall.” If Freethinkers were
to imitate this example, and give a supper to the poor, would
our Christian friends give us credit for being actuated by
benevolent motives; or rather, would they not charitably
surmise that we were hard up for converts, and so had taken
to this form of proselytising ? Do any of your readers think
m—taking into consideration the objects and the mode of the
N. S. S. of attaining them—it is necessary for us to under-
take the duty of administering ‘outdoor relief’ while so
much money is wasted in the service of a being about whom
'we know next to nothing?”

Messrs. Ananias and Sapphira write to say that recent
researches in Palestine have resulted in the discovery of the
five lamps of the five foolish virgins spoken of by St. Matthew.
At the same time was also found some of the oil the five
virgins lacked. M. Shapira’s attention is respectfully called
to this. Although the name of the junior partner of the
above-mentioned firm, and that of the * discoverer” of the
famous manuscript are similar in sound, no relationship exists.

T he Christian Herald—that most comic of comic papers—
had last week a most amusing article on “ The Ominous
Blood-red Fiery Sunsets.” The comic Herald “ reads in this
hieroglyphical handwriting in crimson letters on the firma-
mental heavens” (by firmamental heavens is meant that solid,
dome-like structure that was “ made” some six thousand
years ago, but which, somehow or other, seems to have
vanished) “ an augury and presage of coming bloodshed,
sanguinary conflicts, red-republican revolutions, fiery con-
flagrations, and wide-spread effusion of tho crimson tide of
life.” The writer goes on to assert that “ sceptics who dis-
believe in a superintending providence, will attribute theso
*portentous ' phenomena to natural causes.” This is a
capital joke. The idea of attributing phasuomena of any kind
to natural causes is intensely funny. No wonder the Chris-
tian Herald is merry. W.ith such articles as theso its circula-
tion will undoubtedly so increase that it will be able shortly
to announce “ A larger circulation than all tho other comic

papers combined.”

A short time ago a Roman Catholic priest at Wallsend-on-
Tyne made a religious census of tho district, going from door
to door, book in hand. In time tho rev. gentleman came to
No 55 South Terrace, when tho following conversation
ensued \—

Priest—" | am taking a religious census of the neighbor-
hood ; | hope | am not troubling you.”

Householder.—“ Certainly not.”

P.—* Will you—er—favor me with your full namo ?”
H.—*“ John Rowell Waller.”

P-—* Thanks 1 To what denomination do you bolong V'’
Il.—“ None I’

pP-—* But—er—I mean—cr—what aro you ?”

H.—* An atheist.”

P.—*“ Oh! well—er—it’'s—it’s all right."

[Exit priest with a scared look, while the householder ban-
quets on a hearty laugh].

R eferring to Martin Luther, the Catholic Mirror says: “ It
is only the calm truth, it is not defamation to say that Luther
was the most depravtd sot, the most abandoned villain, tho
Ir_nosé superstitious driveller, tho most utter sceptic that ever
ived.” e

R euben Mat, tho professional philanthropist, whose pious
falsehoods in regard to tho death beds of infidels were oxposed
in Mr. Foote’s “ Death’s Test,” has, according to Truth, come
to the rescue of outcast London by requesting money for
“ rents, sick, Sunday freo breakfasts, and gospel tract dis-
|tribution.” He is also “ trying to raiso an Anniversary Fund
of £300.” (."Truth asks, Anniversary of what?—perhaps of a
certain day at the Old Bailey). Reuben also claims the
invention of a cheap blanket for the poor, made of a special
paper and wadding. He offered to send samples—small size,
9d.; medium, Is.; large size, Is. 4d.; postage 4d. each. Ho
declares “ our old women arej in ecstacies about them.”
Doubtless tho old women are those who aro foolish enough
to send money to tho professional philanthropist. It is such
harpies as these who take upon themselves to defame the
men who aro honest enough to disavow the creed under cover
of which so many rogues flourish.

A Christian missionary in Fiji undertook the task of trans-
lating the bible into the native language. When the translation
was produced, the first chapter of Genesis began: “ And in the
beginning the great green cow went mad. And the earth was in
a state of chronic consumption. And darkness was upon the
face of the black chimpanzee. And the essence of the great fat
sow floated upon the surface of the waters.” The translator had
been abstractedly studying Fijian natural history. The Fijians
did not read any further. They said they could make better
books themselves.
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SPECIAL NOTICES.

MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS.

February 27, Hall of Science. March 2, Claremont Hall;
5, Hackney; 9, Milton Hall; 16, Manchester ; 23, Plymouth ;
30, Glasgow. April 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 24, Hall of Science ;
20, Bradford; 27, Oldham. May4 and 11, Hall of Science;
19, Huddersfield; 26, Leicester. June, N. S. S. Conference.
All Sundays for which Mr. Forder had authority to make
arrangements for are now filled up.—AIl applications for
lectures during March, April and May, to be made to Mr.
Forder. Stamped envelope to be enclosed for reply. Mr.
Foote can only lecture in the provinces on Saturday and
Sunday during these months.

DE. E. B. AYELING'S LECTUEES.
Dr. Edward B. Aveling (interim editor of the Freethinker)
will lecture on Sunday Dec. 16, in the Lecture Hall, North

Street, Leeds. At 11, “ Evolution and the Bible ;” 3, “ Origin
of Life;” 6.30, “ Children and Freethought.”

OOBBESPONDENTB.

A1l business communications to be addressed to the Manager,
28 Stoneoutter Street, Farringdon Street, E.O. Literary oom-
inunioations to the Editor of the Freethinker, 13 Newman Street,
Oxford Street, London, W.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, directly from the office, post-free
to any part of Europe, Amerioa, Canada, and Egypt, at the fol-
lowing rates, prepaid :(—One year, 6s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 3d.;
Three Months, Is. 7Jd.

Mr. W. J. Bamsey's Engagements—December 23, Manchester.
January 6, Leeds; 13, Walworth; 20, Bradford.—Applications
to J. T. Bamsey, 18 Pearson Street, Kingsland Boad, E.

Beceived—C. J. H., E. Jackson, H. G. Swift, Himedamd, L. Pash
Didymus, H. A. Hopkins, W. H. Morrish.

J, C. Hutton— We return your pieoes as too long.
should have been glad to insert them.

J. B—We have sent your letter on to Mr. Cattell, the author of
the pami.blet to whioh you refer.

F. A. N.—There will bo no special Christmas Number this year.
Wo only know of the “ Flying Boll ” as the name of a new sect
in the south of London.

Eve—Always glad to receive profane jokes.

J. Brotherton.—C. J. Whitmoro's story of the hen and the egg is
a vory cld ono.

J. H. Porter.—The poor little advertising sheet printed by Brabner
only wants a puff from us. It is not worth notice.

H. Barratt— We agree with you as to the utility of the Froothought
Gleanings. It may bo some lime, however, before there is
another issue of them in pamphlet form, as they have hardly
Bold up to our expectations.

H. E.—The sketch you enclose is] very good, but rather out of date.
Wo shall bo glad to hear from you again.

S. J. Bellchambkrs.—We are overwhelmed with verse. You must
either wait or can have your lines baok upon sending stamps.

J. Logden.—You had better go to the Cancer Hospital.

A Young Freethinkeri—The City Lantern alluded to has not
reached us.

Erebus.—Latin Grammar, Smith's Student's; Latin Prose, ditto ;
lloman History, Schmitz ; French Grammar, Brachet; German
Grammar, Aue; Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, by Hamlin
Smith; English Language, Adams; English History, Green's
Shorter and Edith Thompson; Chemistry, Avoling (published
by J. Hughes) ; Natural Philosophy, Aveling (published by W.
Stowart).

It is particularly requested that all orders for literature should be
sent to Mr. B. Forder, 28 Stoneoutter Street, London, to whom
all Post-office Ordors should be made payable. Considerable
delay and annoyance aro caused by the disregard of this rule. In
remitting stamps halfpenny ones uro proforred.

Agents wanted in town and country to soli this paper end other
Froethought literature.

Otherwise we

SUGAR PLUMS.

T he Independent (N.Y.) takes a rather discouraging view of
the religious outlook. Of the “ week of prayer ” that eminent
journal draws this dark picture: “ In a few weeks the churches
will be holding a ‘week of prayer i but it is saddening to
know in advance how feeble and spasmodic these gatherings
will for the most part bo. But few will gather at most; and
llioso who do will feel the chill of death upon them, and will
scarcely hold together long enough to get a blessing; and
then it will all bo over for another twelve months.”

The managers of tho East London Mission make earnest
appeal to all benevolent and Christian friends for funds to
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provide annual Christmas dinners for destitute children ; also
New Year's supper for the poorest adults in poverty-stricken
districts of Ratcliffe, St. George's, and Shrdwell.  Funds,
earnestly needed at once, may be sent to Mr. G. Hopkiss,
hon. superintendent, Hall of Free Meals, 263 Cable Street,
St. George's, E. It is a pity that this kindness to the poor
is mixed up with the injury to them that is implied in the
word “ mission.” As, however, the missionaries clearly dis-
tinguish between benevolent and Christian friends, we hope
benevolent Freethinkers may see their way to help.

A curious legal question is likely to be raised shortly in
the High Court of Justice. An Oxford graduate, who is at,
the present time a candidate for a professional chair in that
university, is a Freethinker of Mr. Bradlaugh’s school. He
has had occasion lately, in the course of some legal proceed-
ings, to make several affidavits. We learn, on good authority,
that it is the intention of “ the other side” to object to the
reception of these affidavits as evidence on tho ground that
they were sworn upon the New Testament by one who has no
belief in its so-called divine inspiration. Tho issue will be
watched with much interest.

A meeting 0f avowed atheists has been held in the parish
church of Nottingham, those present having been invited by
the Rev. Canon Morse, the rector. An address on “ God”
was delivered by the Rev. Professor Symes, of the Church of
England, and in the course of his remarks the learned pro-
fessor alluded to the hardships and miseries tho poor of the
large cities endured, and said if the amount of attention and
thought which had been given to theological controversy had
been bestowed on the amelioration of the condition of the
poor, they would not have now to face the mass of misery
which at present appalled them. The address was followed
by a discussion at which the town clerk presided.

T he Huddersfield Secular Sunday-school, which has been in
existence for over twenty years, has recently come to a stand-
still, and it is thought desirable by some of its old friends
and supporters that another school should be started (whioh
would practically be a continuation of the old one), to be
carried on in new premises, and under fresh auspices. The
great importance of carrying on such an institution it is
scarcely necessary to point out. The beneficial influence of
the old school upon many of tho scholars has been great, and
far-reaching. The absence of any theological teaching will,
as beforo, form a distinctive feature of tho school. Lecturing
to grown-up people against dogmas and superstitions which
they have imbibed, will prove a work of supererogation if
the youthful mind is only kept free from those dogmas, as
would bo the case in a Secular school. As that great benefactor,
Robert Owen, taught the surest and easiest mothod of having
a moral and intelligent people, is by careful attention to the
training of tho young. “ As the twig is bont, so is the tree
inclined.” Two suitable rooms, capable of seating about 200
persons, have already been secured at 3 Brook Street,
Huddersfield, and as early as practicable tho school will be
opened. As the expenses of rent, furniture, books, etc., will
be very great, we hope our readers will give the matter their
prompt and kind consideration. Subscriptions or donations
will bo thankfully receivod by tho following members of tho
committee, Mr. O. Balmforth, 2 Commercial Place, Hudders-
field ; Mr. D. France, Freehold Street, Primroso Hill, Hudders-
field ; Treasurer, Mr. E. Denton, grocer, Woldgrun, Hudders-
field; Secretary, William Simley, Moor Ford, Lookwood,
Huddersfield.

On Friday, December 14, at Exeter Hall, there is to be a
public debato on tho consistency of the sale of intoxicating

liquors with Christian principles. Freethinkers pleaso
attend.
The Symes’ Testimonial Fund closes on Dec. 20. Intending

subscribers should send their remittances at onoe to Mr. 0.
Bradlaugh, 20 Circus Road, St. John’'s Wood.

A 1ecture 0on the Blasphemy Laws, at Stalybridge, by our
good friond, tho Rev. W. Sharman of Plymouth, is fully
reported in the Evening Reporter. Tho Rev. J. Freeston,
another Unitarian clergyman, presided.

Mr. Symes will give his farewell lectures next Sunday at
Claremont Hall, Penton Street. In the morning his subject

will be “ Sources of Christianity,” and in the evening
“ Christianity and Poverty.” We trust there will bo a largo
attendance.

T he sub-committee appointed by tho Executive of the
National Secular Society havo arranged tho following pro-
gramme for tho Symes’ presentation on Thursday, Dec. 20.
Supper at 8 p.m.; songs, recitations and speeches from 9 till
10.30 ; to which the public will be admitted to the galleries
on payment of 3d. each. At 11 o'clock there will be dancing
for those who wish to stay. Tickets for supper and entertain-
ment, 2s. 6d each.
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WOOLSTON ON THE MIRACLES.

(Continued from page 390.)

W oolston’s fifth discourse was dedicated to Thomas
Sherbock, Bishop of Bangor, who replied to him on the
question of the resurrection of Jesus. Its subject is the
three resurrections, that of the daughter of Jarius, the
widow son, and Lazarus. The ruler’'s daughter was but an
insignificant girl twelve years of age. There could be no
end in raising her to life, except to wipe tears from her
specially-favored parents. Why did he not restore John
the Baptist or some considerable person ? Again Woolston
has resource to his supposed Jewish objector and puts into
his mouth the following:— * Jesus, it is manifest, raised not
the dead at all. The only person that Christians can
reasonably pretend he did raise was Jarius’s daughter, whom
Matthew writes of; and she, according to the story, was
only in a sleep or an ecstacy when Jesus revived her. But
the Galileans, who were after a time called Christians,
finding their account in a resurrection miracle, Luke devised
another story of better circumstances in the widow of
Nain’s son. But this not being so great a miracle as the
Church still wanted, John, when no one was alive to con-
tradict and expostulate with him for it, trumps up a long
story of a thumping miracle in Jesus’s raising of Lazarus,
who had been not only dead, but buried, so long that he
stank. But to prove the story of this miracle to be false
and fabulous we need say no more than that it was last
recorded. If there had been any truth in it, the first
evangelist would have remembered us of it.”

Woolston’s last discourse is directed against the alleged
resurrection of Jesus, and here again he resorts to his old
friend the Jewish Rabbi, who objects to Jesus not having
stayed in the sepulchre until the seal was opened, and
pretends that the body was clandestinely removed on the
Sunday before the time predicted. It must bo confessed
that on this, the most important miracle of the gospels,
Woolston’s argument, not as strong as in dealing with the
minor ones, and Bishops Sherlock and Smalbroke, and
others, by concentrating their arguments on this head, were
enabled to gain an apparent victory, until disturbed by the
more critical objections to the gospel stories adduced by

Peter Annett, some account of whom we shall give in our

next number. J. M. W.
THE TRIBES AND THE RHYMES.

“ 1 was not born under a rhyming planet” or | might

possibly have a more artistic ear for the poetically beautiful
than | unfortunately possess. The confession is a pitiful one
in an age of School-boards, butitis true. Yet there are men in
existence who take that “ pleasure in poetic pains which only
poets know.” The author of a pamphlet entitled “ Our dear
old England 1 the heir of the world and the mother of
nations,” is one of these. He is seemingly unable to do much
in the way of originality, but in theridiculous effusion ho has
given to the world he has at least realised Edmund Burke’s
definition of poetry by substantiating shadows and lending
existence to nothing. The pamphlet referred to, though it
furnishes a huge joke to any mind untrammelled by Christian
superstition, is written in all sober earnestness, and its
perusal will, besides inducing laughter, evoke a feeling of
pity for the deluded writer. It is compiled for the purpose
of adding still more nonsensical “ identifications” to “ the
lost ten tribes” absurdity. In this instance old familiar
nursery rhymes have been called upon to play their part in
the controversy, and, it is needless to say, the result is
farcical. The compiler of the nursery proofs has altogether
mistaken his profession. He is a positive loss to the recreation
of the weak intellects which most do congregate in the Gaiety
stalls, and for a children’s chorus in a Drury Lane panto-
mime his services would be invaluable. If his friends have
any influence with him they should certainly advise him to
leave Ezekiel, Jeremiah and Solomon to the enjoyment of
their celestial glory and submit his talented assistance to Mr.
Blanchard, by far a more entertaining writer than any of the
trio mentioned.

Tho author of “ Oar dear old England!” has discovered
that our nursery rhymes are part proof that the inhabitants
of this country are literal descendants of the “ good ould
stock ” included in the ten “ lost” tribes. There are, it appears,
some wonderful truths hidden in these rhymes, and these
“ truths have in themselves a principle of eternal life, from
being founded on the word of tho living god.” Why living,
Mr. Pamphleteer? You surely don’t require the adjective
to emphasise the fact that your god has not yet joined the
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great majority. Only to think of poor Jack and Jill having
within them a principle of eternal life, which will enable
them hereafter to return to that hard-hearted hill and recover
the remnants of their broken crowns. Mr. Pamphleteer, |
thank thee for that hope! Jack, old man, | congratulate
you 1 Jill, accept my heartfelt sympathy for your temporary
tumble, and my best wishes for prosperity in your “ eternal
life!” After a manifestation of uneducated bunkum, anent
the absolute supremacy of England, the writer begins his
funny farce by showing “ the truths in the rhyme dealing
with our national emblems, the lion and the unicorn, which
are the symbols of courage and strength.”

“ The lion and the unicorn were fighting for the crown.”
“ Not,” says ho “ for which should have it, but mutually in
its defence............ And in this well-worn nursery rhyme we
have an earnest of our royal inheritance,”—whatever that
may mean. Surely there is some mistake here, for, if | rightly
cross the haze of years which separates childhood from now,
there was something about the advent of a little dog which
knocked the lion and the unicorn into a cocked hat. The
“ royal inheritor,” like other Christian writers, has a habit of
eliminating whatever doesn’t fit; so | suppose | must forgive
his omission of the victorious but democratic doggy. The
next illustration, it appears, “ has a regal splendor aoout it,”
and is “ an attempt to depict the glories of Solomon in all
the wealth, abundance, and lavish luxury of his magnificent
court "—

“ Sing a song for sixpence, a bag full of rye,
Four-and-twenty blackbirds baked in a pie ;
When the pie was opened the birds began to sing,
Was not that a dainty dish to set before a king?”

Oh, Solomon, Solomon ! I knew you were fond of the ladies

I might even acknowledge that in your green old age you
saw the follies of your youth, and made up for misspent time
by scribbling proverbs for the current court journal; but I
never yet accused you of eating singing blackbirds. After
that feat Max Adeler’s little boy, who swallowed the musical
instrument and ground out “ Way down the Swanee River ”
at intervals, must necessarily take a big back seat. Another
“ royal pageant” is forthcoming, and this time it is the Queen
of Sheba, “ heralded by accompanying music and richly bedight
with jewels,” coming to hear the wisdom of Solomon—

“ Ride a cock-horse to Banbury Cross,
To see a grand lady upon a white horse;
With rings on her fingers, and bells on her toes,
And she shall have music wherever she goes.”

A few questions suggest themselves here which I commend
to Sunday-school teachers for consideration. Did the Queon
of Sheba ride a horse or a camel ? (2 Chron. ix., 1). If ahorse,
was it a cock-horse? If a cock-horse, was it a white horse?
Did she go to Jerusalem or Banbury Cross? Was her bap-
tismal uamo Maude Forrester? Was her wedding-ring
included when on a visit to a lascivious old monarch, or did
she pass herself off as somebody else’s sister a la Sarah? Did
the length of the extremities of her footpormit the utilisation
of cainpanological appendages ? And, last of all, did tho
music incidental to her visit emanate from the unfortunate
blackbirds ?

Tho next illustration is, indeed, as the writer remarks, a
very sad ditty, but wo are thankful to bo assured—* in all
its sadness it is illumined by a gleam of hope”—

“ Little Bo-peep had lost her sheep,
And did not know where to find 'em ;
Lot 'em alone and they’ll come homo,
And bring their tails behind 'em.”

We are truly glad that the “ lost sheep of the houso of
Israel” didn’t arrive homo minus their tails. Little wonder
that the poor creatures went astray in “ Halah and Hahor by
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of tho Medes ” (2 Kings
xvii., 6). Was there no friendly policeman about to guido
their wandoriug footsteps across Queen Viotoria Street,
Habor ? Surely a map of tho locality might have been
passed round. A flock which had for its descriptive poet a
gentleman acquainted with the cockney “ 'em,” ought certainly
to have known its way about. A versifier on such intimato
terms with tho “ good shepherd ” as to be able to call him (or
her) “ little Bo-peep,” might in all conscience have been ablo
to suggest a straight course home, tails and all.

I have not space to go through the remaining balderdash.
The “ Old woman who lived in a shoe” and “ flumpty
Dumpty ” are dear old friends whom | do not like to soo
Christianised—especially as poor Humpty is metamorphised
into Beltshazzar—without a few words in their defence, and
that is not possible now. Altogether the pamphlet evidences
the necessity of additional asylums ; and readers of it will
have an opportunity of seeing to what depths of lunacy Chris-
tianity can drag its followers. W iiyie Tigiie.

A HALI -WwiTTED creature having fallen into the river, was
lustily bawling, “ O, lord, save me! save me!” when, luckily
laying hold of a tree, past which he was drifting, cried, * Ye need
na’ mind noo, I'll just save mysel’ !”
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HOwW DID METHUSELAH ESCAPE THE FLOOD ?

I £ those interested in this subject will examine Genesis v.,
beginning at verse 25, they will see that Methuselah was 187
years old at the birth of Lamech, and that Lamech was 182
years old at the birth of Noah. This will make Methuselah
369 years old at the birth of Noah. He now has to live 600
years longer to arrive at the age of 969 years. Now when
we turn to Genesis vii., 11, we find that in the 600th year of
Noah’s life, in the second month and the seventeenth day of
the month, “ the fountains of the great deep were broken up,
and the windows of heaven were openverse, 12—* And the
rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.”

This being in the 600th year of Noah’s life, in the second
month of the year, we see that he was only 599 years, 1 month,
and 17 days old. For example, from the birth of Methuselah
to the birth of Lamech. 187 years ; from the birth of Lamech
to the birth of Noah, 182 years; from the birth of Noah to
the Flood, 599 years, 1 month, 17 days—968 years, 1 month,
17 days.

So that Methuselah must have lived for the space of 10
months and a few days after the Flood; and as no account
of his being in the Ark with Noah is given, we are led to ask
biblo believers to please point out the old man’s location
during the long spell of wet weather.—Boston Investigator.

REVIEWS,

Christmas Number. Freethought Publishing
Company, 63 Fleet Street.

Tins number, as befitting the season, is almost entirely
light in character. The only exceptions are papers on “ Noah's
Ark,” by D., and on “ The Solar-myth of the Child Christ,”
by Mrs. Besant, both full of information and mythological
lore. Equally pronounced in its Freothought are the verses
entitled, An American View of the Creation.” The longest
story is by L. Wood, entitled, “ Against the Streambut wo
prefer the smart sketch of “ The Model,” by R. Mortimer.
Dr. Edward B. Aveling contributes an imaginative sketch
entitled, “ The Dream of the Boy Jesus.” Mr. Bradlaugh
writes in praise of winter fishing, and Miss Hypatia Brad-
laugh contributes a short story. Altogether Mrs. Besant is
much to bo congratulated on the varied contents of her
Christmas Number. Prico Cd.

Oar Gomel-

Peoples Political Almanack, 1884. Published by Whittingham
and Co., 91 Gracechurch Street, E.C.

T his penny sheet gives, in addition to the calendar, a fino
portrait of Mr. Gladstone, an account of tho national income
and expenditure, local taxation, etc., borough and county
representation, a view of tho inequalities of parliamentary
representation, the number of owners of land and their
acreage, statistics of education, trade, population, pauperism
and thrift, also of tho national debt, of the Liberal and Con-
servative expenditure paid out of taxation, and of tho food
imported under protection and under free trade. It is printed
on good paper, and admirably suited to bo hung up in the
workshop.

Flight of the Shadows. A Discourse by Colonel Ingersoll.
Price 2d. W. H. Morrish, 18 Narrow Wine Street, Bristol.

W e understand that the first edition of this lecture by Col-
Ingersoll was sold out immediately upon its issue. A few
extracts will show that tho gallant Colonel’s latest brochure
is as lull of hard hits as its predecessors. He says :—

“ 1 do not feel under any obligation to build something in the
place of a detected falsehood. All I think I am under obliga-
tion to put in the place of a detected lie, is the detection.”

“ Did it ever strike you to estimate the enormous cost of what
we are pleased to call 1the American system?'" The church has
t)-day more than six hundred thousand millions of dollars worth
of property in this country. It must cost two million dollars a
week ; or in other words, five hundred dollars every minute to
run those churches! Just think what real benefits to suffering
humanity could be conferred with this vast sum. You give me
the money, and if | don't do more good with it than four times
as many churches, 111 resign."

“ But there is this to be said in favor of prayer, that whether
succes.-.ful or not, it is a sort of intellectual exercise. Like a man
trying to lift himself, ho may not succed, but he gets a good deal
of exercise.

In tho following sentence Colonel Ingorsoll rofors to tho
prosecution of our littlo paper :(—

“ Everything that intolerance, malice and bigotry can devise,
that shall have a tendency to place fetters on the tongues of men,
is constantly resorted to by orthodox Christians ; and in England
the Blasphemy Laws, which had become almost obsolete, were
revived Bolely to punish honest men for expressing their thou<ds.
Every citizen should see to it that these laws are repealed at
once and for ever. They are the relies of barbarism, and any
government would deserve a certificate for meanness that would
endeavor to put them in force.”
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Popular Edition of Colonel Ingersoll's Lectures.
Publishing Company, 63 Fleet Street.
There are so many editions of Ingersoll’s popular lectures,
that, in calling attention to the present cheap issue, we deem
it necessary to mention the titles, that readers may know
what to expect. The first series now before us contains the
lecture ou “ Individuality and Mental Freedom,” entitled,
* Take a Road of Your Own.” The discourse on “ Hell,”
and that on “ The Christian Religion.” Two lectures on
“ Ghosts,” and “ The Apothesis of Thomas Paine.” 96 pp., 6d

Freethought

PROFANE JOKES.

W here did Noah strike the first nail in the ark?—On the
head.

Bisiiop (reproving delinquent page): “ Wretched boy 1 Who
is it that sees and hears all we do, and before whom even | am
but as a crushed worm?” Page: “ The missus, my lord."”

A Powerful Preacher.—" Ah, sir!” exclaimed the elder in
the tone of pathetic recollection, “ our late minister was the man !
He was a poorfu’ preacher; for i’ the short time he delivered
the word amang us, he knock’d three poopits to pieces, and dang
the guts out o’ five bibles.”

A Frenchman, writing to a friend what was intended as an
affectionate farewell, referred to a dictionary for the word
“ preserve.” He found it meant “ to pickle.” So he wrote in
conclusion—* Good bye, may god pickle you.”

A country parson was preaching a very dry sermon from the
text, “ We all, like sheep, have gone astray.” He was going in
strongly for monotonous repetitions. “ We all like sheep—we
all like sheep------ " “ Dang it, measter!” exclaimed an irreverent
joker, “ Ohi loikes a good bit o’ baacon.”

Optimist and P essimist.

Scene— Paradise. Enter two actors, R. and L., meeting C.
First: “ llallo, Mac, old fellow ! never expected to see you here.
Why you won't be comfortable, there's nothing to grumble at up
here!” Second: “ | don't know so much about that; they’'ve
put me well in the corner (with my back to the throne) on a damp
cloud to play a harp that's flat, and this halo don't fit.”

At one of the battles with the Moors, a priest was heard
urging the Christians to go vigorously into the fight, adding
with pious zeal—“ He who falls in battle will sup in paradise !”
Presently this enthusiastic churchman was seen in trembling
terror fleeing from the field. When upbraided by the soldiers
for his cowardice, and reminded of the lively prospect he had of
supping in paradise, he excused himself from indulging in this
repast by remarking—*“ Ah! but | never take supper!”

A clergyman who owns a farm, found his ploughman sitting
on his plough resting his horses. Quoth the clergyman—* Joan,
wouldn’t it bo a good plan for you to have a scythe here, and be
cutting a few bushes along the fences while the horses are resting
a short time?” *“ Yes, sir,” said John. “ And wadn'’t it be weel
for you tao hae a tub o’ tatties in the poopit, and, when the folk
were singin’, peel them awhile to be ready for the pat?”

THWAITES' LIVER PILLS
Are acknowledged to be the best Family Medicine in the World by the

many thousands that are using them in preference to all others.
It is almost impossible to enumerate in an advertisement what
they are good for ; it would take up too much of your time to read
it, and after you had read it you might say it waB only advertising
puff; but | ask ONE TRIAL of the LIVER PILLS; if not better
than any you have tried before, I cannot expeot a oontinuanoe of
your oustom. | recommend them for Indigestion, Loss of Appetite,
Diziincss, Biliousness, Costiveness, Nervousness, Palpitation of the
Heart, Piles, etc., all of which are, in many oases, caused by the
Liver being inactive, or what we call a sluggish Liver. Try some
of the LIVER PILLS as soon as you can, as they are pure Herb
Pills, and may be used at any time by anyone without any ohange
of diet or danger of taking oold. Prepared only by George Thwxites,
2 Church Row, Stookton-on-Toos. Sold at Is. 1jd. and 2s. 9u. per
box, or by post for 15 or 36 Penny Stamps. A Price List of Herbs
free.

Now Ready. Price Id. The
TITIVDTTTIT Tfi * \T for December, containing full-
AViliX U JjJ-iJ-v.x\-LN page Illustration of tho Great
Chartist Meeting in Trafalgar Square, March, 1848. *“ History
of the Aristocracy ;” Editorial Notes, Etc.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

7PEKTH, 2a 6d. each, on vulcanite; upper or lower
mA sot, £1. Best quality, on vulanite, 4s. a tooth; upper or
lower sot, £2. No extras. Completed in four hour» when required.
Best teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18-oarat gold, 15s. Psin.
less extraction daily, with gas, 6a.i withoat, Is.; stopping,
2s. 6d— Mr. STANTON, R.U, 128 Strand, LondoD. nours nine to

eight.

Now Kuady, Complete in six Penny Numbers, ttie

FRAUDS & F%%'ES OF THE FATHERS.

. Wheeler.
The Six Numbers bound in Handsome Wrapper, prioe Sixpence,
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A Monthly Magazine.

“PROGRESS.”

Edited by / 0. W. Foote.

Interim Editor, Edwabd B. Aveling, D.Sc.

N ow

THE DECEMBER ETIIONCEHSe
CONTAINING :
Popular Ignorance, by J. H.
Love Comes and Goes (a Poem), by Edward B. Aveling.
Poor India, by E. A. Campbell.

On Reading Green's “ Short History of the English
People” (a Poem), by N. Britton.

Food Reform, by H. S. S.

Importance of Principles, by C. Mismer.
Socialism and Darwinism, by Paul Lafargue.
A Winter Fancy (a Poem), by M. S.

The Ape-M en—(concluded), by Edward B. Aveling.
Kielland Again, by Norman Britton.

Attempts at Translation from Heine, by the late James
Thomson (B.V.)

A Reply to Ernest Radford, by Eleanor Marx.
Eerasons I'Infame.

“ Poems and Lyrics of the Joy of Earth” (concluded).
Index for Vols. I. and I1I.

Ready.

Sixty-Four Pages, Price Sixpence.

MR* FOOTE'S WORKS.

ARROWS OF FREETHOMGHT. 112 Pp-. in elegant wrapper. 1 0
BLASPHEMY NO CRIME. The whole question fully treated,

with special reference to the Prosecution of the Freethinker 0 3

DEATH'S TEST, OR CIl-IRISTIAN LIES ABOUT DYING INFIDELS o 2

ATHEISM AND SUICIDE...........oooiiii, 0 |
THE GOD CHRISTIANS SWEAR BY oo, 0 2
WAS JESUS INSANE ?  oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiceceee i 00l
BROWN'S STORY; OR, THE DYING INFIDEL. Sprinted

from the prosecuted Christmas Number. 16pp........ccccccuee. 0 1

BIBLE ROMANCES (One Penny Each).
1) The Creation Story. (2) Noah's Flood. (8) Eve and the Apple.
(4) The Bible Devil. (5) The Ten Plagues. (6) Jonah and the

Whale. (7) The Wandering Jews. (8) The Tower of Babel.
(9) Balaam’s Ass. (10) God’'s Thieves in Canaan. (11) Cain
and Abel. (12) Lot's Wife.

The First Series, Bound in Elegant Wrapper, Price One BhilUng.

Becond Beries— (18) Daniel and the Lions. (14) The Jew Judges.
(16) St. John's Nightmare. (16) A Virgin Mother. (17) God
in aBor. (18) Bully Samson.

MR. SYMES' FAREWELL.
NEW CARTE DE VISITE*

Price Threepence.

A New Discourse by Colonel Ingersoll.

THE CLERGY AND~COMMON SENSE.

Verbatim from the” Brooklyn Union.”
Sixteen Large Pages. Price One Penny.

3rROFAN E

One Penny.

TOKES.

Reprinted from the Freethinker.

FREETHOUGHT GLEANINGS.

Being selections from the works of the most eminent writers
English and Foreign.

No. I. (Sixteen Page«), price One Penny.

“MILL ON BLASPHEMY.”

Thirty-two pages, price Twopence.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street

The Freethinker.

[Dec. 16, 1883,

= HANIPTOIT,
SCIENTIFIC & PRACTICAL N. S. S. TAILOR,
22 Goodge Street (few doors from Tottenham Court Road).
Late with J. Dege, Conduit Street, W .; formerly with W. F. Knight,
Eastcheap, City. Best possible value given for cash, with best
style and fit.

) VI WOESTER,
Wine and Spirit Merchant,

“ Duke or Oemand,”
PRINCES STREET, WESTMINSTER.
The “ National Reformer,” “ Freethinker,” and other Freethougbt
Journals at the bar.

THE HOMES OF THE POOR.
Everybody should read
WEALTH, AND HAPPINESS.”
By Arthur B. Moss. Price Id.

"HEALTH,

Also Now Ready (price Is.) by the same Author,
“THE MIRROR OF FREETHOUGHT.”
Reflecting Bible Errors and Secular Truths.

Watts and Company, 84 Fleet Street, London, and
Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

Now Ready, price One Halfpenny,
A CARTOON of PUBLICAN BOOTH,

The Boss, the Bird, the Boose, and the Booh.
Printed on fine-quality paper.

ANOTHER CHEAP REMAINDER.

MORALS WITHOUT FABLES.

Originally issued with the reprint of iE-iop's Fables.
By Sir Roger L'ESTRANGE, Kt , 1689.
ONE PENNY.

A NOVELTY.
OLD THOUGHTS FOR NEW THINKERS.

Extracts from Diderot's “ Melanges Philosophiques.”  First
time in English. Produced on fine paper by electro pen.
TWOPENCE.

SCARCE WORKS BY MR. FOOTE.

Only a few dozen copies of each left, these having been recently
discovered at Mr. Foote's late residence.

The Futility of Prayer ..., 2d

Atheism and Morality.......eenienn. 2d.

Secularism the True Philosophy of Life—An
Exposition and a Defence. In wrapper 4d

Second Edition. 15th Thousand.

“DO | BLASPHEME?”

By COL. R. G. INGERSOLL (with portrait).
Sixteen large Pages for One Penny.

Price One Penny. Price One Penny.
E

HOLY GHOST'S ARITHMETIC.

By MOZARK ZAZ.

Works by Edward B. Aveling, D.Sc.
(Fellow of University College, London).
“ The Pedigree of Man” (translation of ten popular lectures by
Ernst Haeckel), 6s.—" The Student's Darwin” (an analysis of
the whole of Darwin’s works), 5s.—“ Natural Philosophy for
London University Matriculation,” 4s.—“ General biology ” (for
South Kensington Examination and 1st R.Sc. London), 2s.—
* The bookworm and other sketches,” Is.—* The Value of this
Earthly Life” (a reply to W. H. Mallock’s “Is Life Worih
Living V'), Is.—" biological Discoveries and Problems” (dealing
with the most recent terms and ideas in biological science), Is.—
“ Pamphlets” (anti-religious), Is.—* Physiological Tables,” 2s. j
“ botanical Tables” (fifth edition), Is. These two works are
condensed note-books on the two sciences.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

Printed and Published by Edward B, Avsling, D.Ho., for the Pro«
gressivo Publishing Company, ut SO Stcnooutter Street,
Farringdon Street, Loadoa. GUO.



