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William James Ramsey, as Proprietor, sentenced to Nine Months’ Imprisonment; and Henry Arthur Kemp, as
Printer and Publisher, sentenced to Three Months’ Imprisonment.

E D I T E D  B Y  G .  W .  F O O T E .
Sentenced to Twelve Months’ Imprisonment for Blasphemous Libel.

Interim Editor, EDWARD B. AVELING, D.Sc., Fellow of University College, London.

PROSECUTED for BLASPHEMY.

TH E  S U M M IN G -U P  A N D  V E R D IC T . 

■Wednesday, M arch  25tii.

T he Court was almost as full as on the preceding day. 
Barristers especially were to the fore, anxious to hear the 
Chief Justice of England on the law of blasphemy. A t 20 
minutes to 11 Lord Coleridge commenced. The two 
“  prisoners ”  (this, I  think, for the first time), George 
William Foote and William James Ramsey, were charged—  
as all the world knows. Two questions— the frequently- 
recurring pair. But in this case the order of the two had 
to be reversed. First, was the publication proved ? Here 
the judge went over ground familiar to those who had, in 
any sense, paid attention to the trial o f Mr. Bradlaugli. 
Ground none the less very important as involving the 
carrowing down o f the question of libel. Actual knowledge 
of the actual libel must be shown. The mere general con
nexion of a man with a paper is insufficient. He paid a 
passing compliment to the ability of both defendants, and 
called attention to the fact, that they had preferred to rest 
their case on the second branch of the inquiry. Still judge 
and jury had to consider this question of publication, and 
the evidence on this head was all one way. In regard to 
Mr. Ramsey, that gentleman practically admitted that he 
had sold the incriminated copies. The case was different 
with Mr. Foote. He had successfully disposed of Kelland’s 
evidence. But Edward Whittle’s evidence, uncontradicted, 
Was enough to show that Mr. Foote, as he virtually assumed 
m his very able (this repeated) speech, was responsible for 
most of these publications.

Comparatively speaking, this question, however, was of 
less importance. Habit led Lord Coleridge into a phrase 
that his wonderful tact would, I should have thought, have 
forbidden. Ho spoke with a charming, unassuming grace 
of his judgment, exercised to the best o f the power “  that 
god had given him.”  Then he began to limit th6 meaning 
° f  blasphemy. Jewish blasphemy was eliminated first, in a 
passage o f rare beauty full o f teaching to the selfish Jews of 
the Baron de Worms type. Returning to his former idea, 
that Christianity might be attacked as the monarchical 
form of government might be, Lord Coleridge told with 
surprise, that 150 years ago, a man had been convicted for 
calmly discussing government, and arriving at the conclusion, 
that the hereditary principle was not the best. Quoting 
Starkie’s much-quoted passage, the Chief Justice said, that 
Without expressing any opinion as to the nature of the law, 
he should accept that ns the law. Then followed a curious 
piece of reasoning, that seemed to me to have a suspicion of 
the casuist. It might be an advantage even to the people 
aocused of blasphemy, that laws against this offence existed, 
for these would thus forestall the wild justice of a revengeful 
mob. Lord Hale was now considered. His case in con
demning women as witches was parallel to that of many 
judges who had to administer law’s that they liked not. 
"  ith the question of the expediency or the incidence of 

Jhese laws, neither judge nor jury has anything to do. 
l'he penal laws in force fifty or sixty years ago in Ireland,
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unparalleled in the history of the world, had produced no 
effect whatever on the people. Persecution is an easy 
form of virtue. It is hard to live as in god’s sight, quietly, 
unostentatiously. The particular form o f zeal for god that 
takes the form of setting criminal law’s in action against 
those who differ from us is easier. I f  all this is mixed 
up with personal and political motives, the most disdainful 
disapprobation is the due of those thus acting. The above 
passage is carefully commended to the notice o f Sir Henry 
Tyler and Mr. Newdegate. A  brilliant analysis of Mr. 
Foote’s chief point, with more than one allusion to his ability, 
followed. Then came a declaration that the word “  licen
tious ”  could not be applied to anything o f Mr. Foote’s 
waitings. But his attacks differed from those of the most 
thoughtful antagonists o f Christianity in manner. Yet 
many o f  the passages read yesterday, new to the speaker, 
were in no sense different from those in the Freethinker. I f  
ever any of these writers who had used expressions o f con
tempt and hatred towards Christianity came before him, 
they would receive neither more nor less than the justice he 
was nowr meting out to Mr. Foote ; this with a parenthetical 
reference to the disagreeable nature o f the position of all 
concerned in this case. The above passage is commended 
to “  Dr.” Wainwright. A  discriminating laxity is the w’orst 
of all laxity in the law, but the conduct of others was not 
a palliation o f an offence.

A t 12.20 the jury went out, and many of the audience 
followed their example. The general feeling was that a 
verdict o f Guilty was impossible, that one of Not Guilty 
W’as almost equally impossible, that a disagreement was 
probable. Later, the Chief hearing that this last consumma
tion was most probable and having engagement elsewhere, 
gave a certain hour (unknown to the general public) upon 
which the jury, if still disagreeing, should be discharged. 
The hour came, and the men. They could not agree, and 
thus a second out o f the three juries empanelled to try these 
anachronistic cases was discharged. The majority is two 
to one, and this in a Christian country and wfith juries 
theoretically Christian. A  great victory ! I f  there are 
thirteen men ashamed of themselves in England to-day, 
they must be the judge and the jury connected with the 
second trial. N ot because of the verdict or o f the sentence, 
so much as because of the indecent haste with which 
their conclusion was reached. The first and third juries 
deliberated long and then disagreed, the second in two 
minutes found a verdict o f Guilty.

On the Thursday morning again the court was full. The 
enemy meant fighting still. One defeat among so many 
would not count for much. So Sir Hardings Giffard moved 
for a new trial then and there. But Mr. Foote pleaded his 
physical weakness— very noticeable— as reason for adjourn
ment until Tuesday. “ In any other case, the rule is to 
take the new trial at once,” said Lord Coleridge. “  But 
this case is so special and the conduct o f the prosecution has 
been so extraordinary, that I shall accede to your request.”  
Then Mr. Foote asked for food of a nature suitable for 
brain-w’ork. The Lord Chief Justice could not, though he 
would, effect this. Nor could even the Governor o f the
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Gaol. The Home Secretary alone was arbiter. But all 
due representation should bo made in the proper quarter, and 
facilities for the preparation in regard to the trial that 
might be forthcoming, should be afforded as before. Then 
Sir Hardinge Giffard gives some suspicion— he is always 
open to suspicion— of the possibility of a withdrawal on the 
part of the prosecution. It leaks out, that the reason of 
the persistence o f the prosecution is this. I f  they can get a 
conviction, Mr. Bradlaugh will forfeit his recognisances and 
have to pay the costs o f six days’ legal warfare. Hence 
not only the persistence, but the pretended clemency o f Mr. 
Maloney on the preceding day, when he had hinted at the 
non-desire of the prosecution for a severe punishment. The 
prosecution is more anxious about one thing than even about 
punishment— and that is its own pocket.

On the Saturday, Mr. Maloney stated that the prosecution 
were willing to enter a nolle prosequi or, in plain English, 
to withdraw from the case. The Lord Chief Justice pointed 
out that as the case was nominally a Crown case, the 
Attorney-General must give his fiat to the same effect. 
A t least one of the jury that could not agree is here; all 
the witnesses in the former trial are ominously present and 
a new jury ranged three deep. Are we to have a new 
trial, or will the prosecution by one more o f their many 
ingenious, but not ingenuous devices slink out o f their 
difficulty ? Mr. Maloney has only this moment received from 
the Attorney-General a fiat granting the nolle prosequi. This 
is handed in to the Chief, who, in his most severe fashion, 
takes exception to the taking o f his name in vain in the petition 
that had been sent in by the prosecution to the Attorney- 
General. According to the petition, drawn up, of course, 
by the prosecution, Lord Coleridge had stated that the 
prosecution was ill-advised. Every one knows that Lord 
Coleridge had said nothing of the kind, as with a scrupulous 
care, he abstained from saying a word either in one direction 
or the other. In the politest way, the Lord Chief Justice 
o f England gives Mr. Maloney the lie direct. O f course, 
Sir HardiDge Giffard is not there. He leaves all the dirty 
work to be done by his junior, probably from the knowledge 
that he h'ns had sufficient practice, and Mr. Maloney is a 
younger man.

The prosecution has failed. Ignominy has once again 
fallen to the lot of the Giffards and Tylers. A fter the dis
agreement of two juries out o f three, the remarkable sum
ming-up of the Lord Chief Justice, the whole tone adopted 
by him, the unscrupulous means used by the prosecution, 
the severity of the sentence from Justice North, the fact 
that the jury, who convicted, were astonished at the 
punishment inflicted, and that one of them, at least has 
signed a memorial for the release of the prisoners ; after the 
statement that the health of the imprisoned men is suffer
ing— surely Sir William Harcourt will see his way to a 
remission o f the sentences.

E dw ard  B. A velins, D.Sc.

THE BLASPH EM Y SENTENCE.

T he following letter from Admiral Maxse appears in the
Daily News for May 1st ;—

“ TO THE EDITOR OF T n E  ‘ DAILY NEWS.’

“  Sir,—Mr. Foote’s brilliant defence last week will probably 
have awakened some fastidious critics to tlieir error in having 
depicted him as a low and coarse controversialist, while Lord 
Coleridge’s judgment will have convinced the public that had 
Lord Coleridge occupied the place of Justice North, the de
fendant would have escaped with a mild penalty. In the 
meantime, Mr. Foote continues to undergo what is virtually 
‘ solitary confinement ’ in a cell, and is condemned to this 
punishment for a year. A  more wicked sentence, or a more 
wicked law, than the one which Mr. Foote and his companions 
suffer from, is, in my opinion, impossible to conceive, that 
is to say in a country which professes to enjoy religious 
liberty. His crime consisted in caricaturing a grotesque 
representation of a religion which has certainly a higher side. 
People who are truly religious should be obliged to Mr. 
Foote, if he managed to shock some people concerning any 
feature of religion which is gross and degrading to that 
religion. I know something of Mr. Foote, and I am quite 
certain he would not say anything to shock a refined interpre
tation of religion. Refined Christians are anxious themselves 
to got rid of the excrescences of their creed. The question at 
issue really is as to whether a coarse picture of religion, and 
of one religion only, is to be protected by the State from

caricature, and from caricature alone; because it seems to bo 
granted that an intellectual absurdity may be intellectually 
impeached. It is impossible such a monstrous doctrine as 
this can stand. It will pass away, and probably in a few 
years it will be remembered with some astonishment; but 
oppressive and persecuting laws are only got rid of by the 
speotacle of an impaled victim. ‘ By the light of burning 
heretics Christ’s bleeding feet I  track.’ The impaled victim 
is now Mr. Foote. It is a disgrace to England that his solitary 
confinement—twenty-three out of the twenty-four hours are 
solitary—or, indeed, that any punishment whatever is possible 
for a man’s style in religious controversy, and to a Liberal it 
is profoundly humiliating that such a proceeding takes place 
under a Liberal Government and without one word of remon
strance in the House of Commons. Where are the Radicals P— 
Yours obediently, F e e d k . A. M axse .— April 30th.

M E M O R I A L .

“  To the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department.

“  The Humble Memorial of the undersigned.
Sheweth

“  That George William Foote, William James Ramsey, 
and Henry Kemp were on Monday, March 5th, found guilty 
of blasphemy at common law and sentenced to imprisonment, 
respectively, G. W. Foote, 12 months; W. J. Ramsey, 
9 months ; and H. Kemp, 3 months.

“ Your memorialists respectfully submit that such an 
enforcement of laws against Blasphemy is out of accord 
with the spirit of the ago, and humbly pray the mercy of 
the Crown in remission of the sentences imposed.”

Friends will do good work by copying this out and obtain
ing as many signatures as possible to each copy. The 
Memorial and the signatures should be sent to the Home 
Secretary as speedily as possible. It is particularly requested 
that no other form may be used than the one given above.

O R I G I N  O F  T H E  H U M A N  R A C E .
A NEW CHAPTER FROM TIIE OLD TESTAMENT.

I n the beginning god created the heavens and the earth and 
all the host o f revolving planetary systems, with their 
myriad suns for light and warm th; and the earth had no 
shape and was empty, and the faco o f the deep was full of 
darkness : and god saw that it was good !

And god produced all manner of trees, shrubs, herbs, 
noxious and poisonous plants, by a bare ipse dixit, far out- 
rivalling the performance of Maskelyne and Cooke ; and 
in order that they might be seen, he invented two lights—  
a Brush-light to rule the day, and a penny dip to rule the 
night, fixing them up in the sky, whence they are occasionally 
seen even in murky England. He made the rush-lights 
also : and god saw that it was g o o d !

And god said, let the waters bring forth fish and fowl, 
each after its k ind; let the strong and voracious devour the 
weak and helpless; let there be great whales to swallow 
small Jonahs, and sharks with seven rows of teeth to 
mangle and munch my image, which I  intend to form 
presently : and god saw that it was good !

And god formed all the beasts, reptiles, and creeping 
things o f the earth, each after its kind, which have ever 
since unkindly devoured one another, and, not infrequently, 
the image that was to have rule and dominion over them : 
and god saw that it was g o o d !

And god said, let us make man after our own image ; 
and, sending his son to Paris for some of its noted plaster, 
he modelled the first man : and god saw that it was good !

And god planted a garden in Eden wherein to place 
Adam, whence ran a river, that divided into four heads, 
the first o f which is called “  Eison,”  from which source 
well-nigh all the desolation and misery, whi’fti have so long 
afflicted a great portion of the earth, took its rise : and 
god saw that it was good !

And god brought Adam and all the beasts, reptiles, fish, 
and fowl, together with all trees, shrubs, and a specimen of 
each of the products of the vegetable and mineral king
doms into the midst of the garden o f Eden— Pickford’s 
never before or since having so extensive a job on hand— 
and, lending Adam a “  Universal Dictionary,”  bade him 
give to each item its own proper name and definition: and
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god perus 3d the catalogue of names, and saw that it was 
good!
m And god presented Adam with a spade and a hoe, where
with to tend and keep the garden, expressing a hope that he 
would not turn out such a rake as to eat of the fruit o f the 
tree of knowledge; for if he should, Marwood would be 
summoned, and no judge or jury employed in the matter : 
and god saw that it was g o o d !

And god said, It is not good that Adam should be alone. 
I _ will invent a partner for him. And he invited Adam to 
his sanctum to take wine and a mild cigar. And having 
mixed a soporific with the wine, a deep sleep fell upon 
Adam, and he slept; and god took his garden pruning- 
knife and adroitly severed Adam’s tail (hitherto erroneously 
said to be one o f his ribs), and formed thereof a woman ; 
then kicking Adam in the ribs (hence the error,) he pre
sented her to her lord and master: and god saw that it 
(but not he or she) was good.

S P E A K  G E N T L Y .
A VERY SIMPLE BALLAD.

SrEAK gently—try to cultivate 
A  philosophic calm ;

And let your warmest outburst seom 
A  limpid flowing psalm.

Speak gently to the red-nosed man 
Who loves your crimes to te ll;

Puts you beneath th’ almighty’s ban 
And drives you straight to hell.

Speak gently—though he shouts at you, 
And worse than devil screams;

Ho is in truth a gentle soul,
Ho is not what he seems.

Speak gently to the lank and thin 
Who rob you of your rights ;

Who say that justice is a sin—
These are their “  pure delights.”

Speak gently even to the fat,
The bishop and tlio Dean,

They still have hearts though buried deep— 
And better days have seen.

Speak gently— or you may offend 
“  The powers that bo ordained,”

And so within a prison cell 
Twclvo months may bo detained.

MR. F R E D E R IC  H A R R IS O N  ON R E L IG IO U S  
F R E E D O M .

Mu. H a r r i s o n ’ s address on the Blasphemy Laws at South 
I lace Institute was, o f necessity, an able discussion o f the 
Question of blasphemy in its legal, its philosophical, its 
moral aspects. It was an address that must do good. But 
the good it must do will be, 1 fear, more than counter
balanced by the evil that must follow from Mr. Harrison’s 
defence o f the Bible. As illustration o f this, I point to an 
article in the Christian World, in which the most emphasis 
!'s laid, not upon Mr. Harrison’s denunciation of the law, 
but upon his declaration in favor of the Bible. “  He 
oathed and abhorred the deliberate purpose o f any one to 
Jr>ng the Bible into ridicule and contempt. He himself 
jead the Bible, and intended still to read it, and read it to 
118 children, regarding it as one of the greatest books of the 

World, and a source o f instruction and comfort to multitudes 
? ! mankind all through the ages.”  I  am sure that Mr. 

arrison has no conception of the almost infinite mischief 
iat such words as these, from such a man as he is, must 

c lect. These words will be quoted by Christians who will 
Carefully ignore his other utterances. They will be cast in 

10 teeth of those who arc striving to lead men away from 
!* ’* superstitions. Mr. Harrison knows, as we know, that 
iic would speak the self-same words o f many another book ;

Rlato, o f the Vedas, of Shaksperc. He and we know 
hat the Bible is only to him an intensely human book, 

j ut the foes of mankind will recognise neither o f these 
fuths. They will read into his words tlicir own supersti- 
jous reverence for the book as divine. They will exult in 
he fact that one o f the best-known agnostics in England 

bas fold hundreds o f people that he reads to his children

from the book that the unreasoning worship of the Christian 
Church has dignified, despite its obscenities. They will 
quote him as calling this book “  a source of instruction and 
comfort.” They, like him, will ignore that whilst it has 
been all this, the Bible has done more to enslave, to degrade 
the minds of men than any other book in Europe. This is 
the book to which the countrymen o f Mr. Frederic Harri
son are bound, as slaves are chained together. And when 
an effort is made to strike off the galling chains, men like 
Mr. Harrison are found rivetting them the more firmly on 
their unhappy fellows.

[Edw ard  B. A veling, D .Sc.

T H E  C H R IS T IA N ’S D Y IN G  G O D ,

F or  sixteen centuries Europe has been degraded and tyran
nised over by creatures of Christianity’s god. Bloody and 
foul was their rise to power, and hateful and cruel has been 
their rule. Victims innumerable have been tortured by 
the followers of Christ; thousands of men women and 
children have been murdered by holy wars, inquisitions and 
cruel laws.

Sixteen centuries o f priestly rule well-nigh sapped the 
foundations of Europe’s truest manhood. Truth was hidden 
by fear, love was quenched by falseness, and justice hardly 
ever showed herself through the ignorance of her admini
strate VI.

To-day we deplore the superstition and ignorance of 
mankind, but hope and work for liberty’s cause, and 
drive into oblivion those ideas which have so long cursed 
humanity. In doing this we help our brothers who are in 
the grasp and keeping of Christianity’s slaves, whom its 
god has taught the art of torture for the demonstration of 
his loving kindness and forgiving mercy.

The reign of fear has passed, men’s minds are no longer 
to remain stunted by phantoms of unknowable gods and 
indescribable devils; for Yahveh has become too old to 
attend to this world’s affairs, and no new god can be installed 
upon his throne, as heresy is abroad among millions who 
have learned the secrets of their past servility. Mankind 
is rising, Science is advancing, education and Frecthought 
are spreading ; a new era for man has just begun.

Yahveh who performed wonders in past ages for his faithful 
slaves, is no longer able to perform his old miracles of 
plagues and famines, feasts and suppers; he has been 
driven from his throne by Galileo and the noblest and 
bravest o f men ; he is wandering homeless about, supported 
upon his crutches o f ignorance and superstition, unable to 
shield himself against the attacks of man’s ridicule and 
truth.

Yahveh the great, the strong, the changeless and the 
wise, is no longer able to screen himself behind clouds and 
rainbows, whence ho could send thunder and lightning 
to appal the cowards. lie  has been forced to face the 
Freethinker's shafts of ridicule and the philosopher’s science, 
by which he has suffered so seriously, that his favorites 
have undertaken his defence by using his old persecuting 
weapons of prison torture and earthly punishment to assist 
in effecting the purposes of hell.

Yahveh is now dying fast. Education and Science are 
ringing his death-knell as he totters upon his crutches to 
his doom, for ever to be gone. The wise have forsaken 
him, the brave have defied him, and he is passing where 
none but bigots, superstitious, ignorant and servile shall 
remain with him until his career has closed. As he totters 
along his followers defend him, they use wealth and privilege 
to resist the attacks of argument and truth. They dare 
not assail his opponents bravely, they only unsuccessfully 
attempt to destroy a few of the more advanced heroes among 
men, in order to give a short time longer for their idol’s 
decease.

A la s ! poor Yahveh, it was said thy power was mighty 
and thy deeds were great, that thou wert constant and 
unchangeable, that thou couldst send forth fire and sword 
to remove thy foes, that thou couldst drown them with thy 
rains and send plagues and famines to destroy them. But 
now, oh Yahveh ! thou art helpless ; even thy defence has 
passed from thy hands to the hands of thy followers, who 
are too weak to use those unwieldy weapons which thou 
wert wont to use in the days o f thy strength. Thy defence 
has therefore to be maintained by money-grubbing knights 
and attorneys, while the vast multitude o f thy followers cry
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to another upon bended knees for knowledge, bread, and 
even faith in thee.

Yahveh thou art dying fast, thy deeds have been bad 
and thy weapons failed thee. Thou art tottering to thy 
doom. Speak, therefore, if thou thinkest thy ways were 
just or bad— for thou art upon thy trial before mankind 
for blasphemy— that men may know thy failings, and be 
guided aright against suffering for thy sake !

L ucifer.

ACID DROPS.
Friends who visit the Freethinker office should have a look 

round the corner in Farringdon Street, at number 89. The 
shop is just opposite ihe Memorial Hall. At 89 sermon- 
mongering goes on. You can buy sermons printed, litho
graphed, or in manuscript. “  Very choice,” “  original,” “  in 
a large bold hand,”  are some of the advertising epithets. 
Date and place, when and where they have been preached, 
are given, so that the wary parson may not fire them off in 
ears or years that have heard them before. Some of the ears 
that have listened must be long enough to annihilate space, 
however. “  Several hundred in a plain writing, price one 
guinea per hundred,” is interesting. After getting rid of a 
guinea’s worth, they change them for another hundred at a 
payment of a few pence. Cheap as dirt 1

Mr. E. A. F reeman (the historian), in his new book on 
America, tells of some valuable historical information which 
he gathered in a negro Methodist meeting-house. The 
sermon treated largely of Herod the Great. Ho told us, says 
Mr. Freeman, “  that the will of that prince was taken to 
Home to be probated by Augustus before the Sanhedrim.”  
Ho doubt the auditors thought the minister was speaking of 
things truly divine, and our own opinion is that his informa
tion was as truly historical as that which is reverenced as 
holy writ.

The merry May meetings are on us once more. The Strand 
is permeated with an atmosphere of whitechokerism. Portly 
gaitered bishops jostle lank Scripture-readers at the entrance 
of Exeter Hall, whence emanates the odor of a sanctity so 
strong as to over-power Rimrnel across the road. By some 
noses, however, the incense offered up at that sacred shrine 
is declared to be a distillation of Cant. A  good deal will be 
heard during this month of the glorious spread o f the blessed 
Gospel, but little of the crime and misery which underlie 
Christian civilisation, little of the necessity of propping up 
the Gospel with the policeman, the gaol, and the parapher
nalia of the law.

Or the spread of Christianity in India the Baptist Missionary 
Society has begun to boast, and we expect to hear the same 
chorus from all the collection-seeking missionary societies. 
But will they enlighten their subscribers as to the class the 
converts are derived from and the motives for which the 
Gospel is embraced ? Those acquainted with India know that 
the conversion of educated Hindus is as rare as that of edu
cated Jews, and the common term “  rice-Christiaus ” indicates 
the source and real strength of the new religion.

Mr. W. VV. K ensett writes to us that the Rev. P. H. Wick- 
stead charges us with misrepresentation of him in our issue 
of April 22nd. We would suggest to the Rev. P. H. Wick- 
stead that a charge of misrepresentation is better made to us 
personally than behind our back. Our authority wa3 the 
report of the meeting of the Unitarian Association as given 
in the Inquirer. Mr. Kensett states that Mr. Wickstead only 
wished to have the protest against the blasphemy laws placed 
first, in the petition, and did not desire to appeal against those 
laws and be silent as to the imprisonment of our friends. 
We willingly accept the explanation, though we still think 
that even m the petition the prayer for the freedom of the 
particular men in prison should precede that for the repeal 
of general laws. ____

It is to be regretted that aristocratic beggars are not more 
careful in their selection of the people of whom they beg. 
We are constantly receiving begging letters from the Earl of 
Shaftesbury or Lord Kiunaird, or some equally pious person 
of title. Lord Kinnaird wants us to subscribe to a mission 
to fallen women. The object is more lordable— we moan 
laudable—than are many others. But one sentence in his 
letter reads : "  A  large number of portions of Holy Scripture, 
prayers on cards, anu tracts have been distributed and thank
fully received and read.” We returned Lord Kinnaird’s circular 
with the following letter:—

“  My Lord,—I  return you the circular (1) because I am a 
poor man and unable to aiford any other than private charity ; 
(2) because well-intentioned as, I am sure, are your efforts, I

cannot associate myself with any movement on behalf o f the 
welfare of humanity that uses means so immoral as the Holy 
Scriptures or as prayers.— Faithfully yours, Edward B. 
A veling.”

T he success o f  the blasphemous papers has brought another 
into the field. Joyful News is its name. Its front page is 
made hideous by a portrait o f the Rev. Peter Mackenzie, who 
looks like a cross between a butcher and Mr. Spurgeon. W e 
quote one extract from  Joyful News :—

“  MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ONLY.
“  A  poor widow in Northamptonshire relates a singular 

incident in answer to prayer. Just before Christmas she had 
not sufficient bread to eat. She was in distress; she prayed 
that the hunger and craving for food m ight be taken away. 
Her prayer was heard. She has never been hungry or felt a 
craving for food since ; and, besides this, she is filled with 
love to god and souls. She has not one doubt. She is now 
striving hard, and not in vain, to bring sinners to Jesus. She 
is brim full o f joy  and praise. H er house is open for the 
preaching o f the Gospel.”
Dr. Tanner and Baron Munchausen, please copy.

On Monday, at the Derby Police-Court, a man named 
Henry M illington was summoned for assuaulting his wife. In 
defence the husband stated that the woman was a member of 
the Salvation Arm y, the house was dirty, and the children 
neglected, while the mother stopped out every night until 
twelve at the meetings. With his wife there was neither 
“  cleanliness nor godliness.”  The case was dismissed on 
account o f the provocation the defendant received.

T he Christian Herald supplement for April has the follow 
ing : “  A  minister visited in prison a young man o f his congre
gation who had been convicted o f forgery. The heart-broken 
parents had begged him to call, hoping the peace o f the Gospel 
might reach even his gloom y cell. As the minister kindly 
greeted him the youth scarcely replied, but gazed with a sort 
of defiance. He began giving the mother’s tender message, 
with the interest all the Church felt in his welfare. A t last 
the prisoner broke out, ‘ Do you know that you yourself are 
to blame for my being here?’ ‘ What have I  done ?’ replied 
the astonished pastor, striving to understand his strange 
language. ‘ I  began the miserable business,’ returned the 
youth, speaking very loudly, ‘ in your Sunday-school. Don’t 
you remember tho Sunday-school Bazaar and Fancy Fair, 
when they first set up a raffling, and hid a gold ring in a loaf 
o f cake ? Just for sixpence, too, I  got a whole box o f little 
books. I  was pleased with my good fortune, and wont in 
afterwards for chances. Sometimes I  gained and sometimes 
I lost. Money I  must have for gambling and lotteries. I  
was half mad with excitem ent; so I  usod other folks’ 
names, and hero I  am. Don’ t let the Church depute you to 
commiserate m e ! They may thank them selves! Their 
raff ing has done it! It has ruined me!' ”

I n tho Edinburgh United Presbyterian Presbytery, tho 
Rev. R. Gemmell appears to be considered an obstructive 
nuisance. A t a recent meeting, being dissatisfied with tho 
minutes, Mr. Gemmell claimed ”  in tho namo o f the king of 
truth, that they record tho whole t r u t h w h e r e u p o n  the 
moderator, the Rev. G. S. James retorted, “  you are acting in 
disloyalty to the king o f kings, the king o f tru th ’’(laughter 
and cries o f order). A fter a vain attempt to expel Mr. Gem- 
mel, that gentleman insisted on reading a document, which 
began : “  In the name o f the lord Jesus Unrist, king o f kings,” 
and again the report tells o f “  laughter and uproar.”

A t a banquet in Glasgow, the Rev. Dr. Lees thus catalogued 
the virtues o f tho Scotch clergy : “  Fidelity in duty, their love 
for one another— (laughter)— the readiness with which they 
turned one cheek when smitten on tho othor— (renewed laugh
ter)— and whon it was wanted to disendow them o f their cloak, 
the readiness with which they parted with their coat
(laughter).............They were truly national, as national as the
Scotch fiscal or convention of royal burghs— (renowcdlaughter), 
— or haggis— (cries of oh, and laughter)—or whisky— (renewed 
cries o f oh, and laughter)— and other institutions o f which 
Scotchmen are so justly proud.”

O ur knowledge doth but show us our ignorance. Our most 
studious scrutiny is but a discovery of what we cannot know. 
W e see the effect, but cannot guess at the cause. Learning is 
like a river, whose head being far in the land, is, at first rising, 
little and easily viewed: but still as you go, it gapeth with a 
wider bank, not without pleasure and delightful winding, while 
it is on both sides set with trees and beauties of various flowers. 
But the farther you follow it, the deeper and the broader tis, 
till at last it unwaves itself in the unfathomed ocean : there you 
see more water, but no shore, no end of that liquid vastness.— 
FeU/iam's Resoloes.
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SPECIAL NOTICES.

A  Full Report of the Two Trials of Messrs. G. W . 
Foote, W . J. Ramsey, and H. A. Kemp, for Blas
phemous Libel in the Christmas Number of the 
“ Freethinker,” is Now Ready in Seven Parts, 
price Twopence each; neat wrappers. Part V II. 
also contains Prison Notes by G. W . Foote.

A  Verbatim Report of the Latest Trial for 
Blasphemy (that of Messrs. Foote and Ramsey), 
before the Lord Chief Justice, will be issued in 
one pamphlet, price Sixpence. It will contain 
the evidence, the speeches of the two defendants, 
and the summing-up of Lord Coleridge. Ready 
in a few days.

DR. AVELIN G’S LECTURES.
Dr. Edward B. Aveling (interim editor of the Freethinker) 

will lecture three times on Sunday, May 6th, in the Camden 
Hall, Camden Street, Liverpool:— at 11, “  Freedom in Eng
land”— 3, “ ThePedigree of Man”—7, “  The Recent Blasphemy 
Trials.”

C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

A n  business communications to be addressed to the Manager, 
28 Stonecutter Street, Farringdon Street, E.O. Literary com
munications to the Editor o£ the Freethinker, 13 Newman Street, 
Oxford Street, London, W.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded, directly from the office, post-free 
to any part of Europe, America, Canada, and Egypt, at the fol
lowing rates, prepaid :—One year, 6s. 6d .; Half If ear, 3s. 3d.; 
Three Months, Is. 7jd.

R eceived .— E. Thiers, C. B. B., J. C. Woodhead, Silo, G. Allbeury, 
M. H. Bunton, John W. Lubbock, Diogenes, Buohnell, Escrinador, 
Achilles, C. K. Laporte.

Woden.— A  little too long i send stamps, ploase.
J. G.—“  Bible Lies ”  hardly as good as the Bible lies themselves. 

Try again. The sonnet is hardly up to our form.
Bruno.— L etter received and utilised.
John Brother-ton.— The contrast between your education and the 

Christian want of it is a contrast between the two creeds.
W. J. Harrison, Ponder’s End.—The person who informed your 

looal bookseller that slio is liable to a fine of £50 for selling the 
Freethinker, was, not to put too fine a point on it, a bookseller 
seller. As he sold the bookseller, wo hope she will retaliate by 
selling the Freethinker.

W. Cosford.—God may bo too wise to err, though we always 
thought it ought to have read, “  Two eyos to her ”  (vide Matt, i., 
18). That ho is too just—or tlireo just, as bo’s a Trinity—is 
shown by his invention of a devil to tempt and a hell to punish. 
Just s o !

J. M. VViiitiiam.—The Lord Chief Justice cannot set oor friends 
free. The Home Secretary only can do that.

J. Needham.—Your plan seoms good ; but wo attack holl-firo rathor 
than eartli-firo, and your suggestion had bettor go to Captain 
Shaw.

Pan.—The Bible god incited to many more murdors than O’Dono
van Rossa or J nines Carey.

8. S. S.—Received and utilised.
T horough Freethinker.— Received. Glad to hoar that you aro 

taking four copies instead of one. The only objection to your 
name is that all Freethinkers are “  thorough.”

Kate B uxton.—Atheists are not necessarily Atomists. The only 
thing they have necessarily in common are the first two and last 
three letters.

R. Gotsley.— The Agnostic is one who does not know whether there 
is a god or not. The Atheist is one who does not believe in a 
god, but of course does not say there is no god. The Agnostic 
is an Atheist spoiled by respectability. The Atheist is an 
Agnostic made aggressive by earnestness. With reference to 
Mr. Spencer’ s viows wo aro ourselves agnostic.

Memorial with 284 signatures from Huddersfield, received and for
warded to the Home Secretary.

A memorial with seventy-five signatures has been sent to the Home 
Secretary by Mr. Robert Jacques, of Middleton, West Hartlepool.

Papers R eceived.—Englishman—Salisbury and Winchester Journal 
— Bird of Freedom—Inquirer—Truthseeker— Liboral (Australia) 
^Kansas Liberal—Wednesday Wookly Nows—Morpeth Herald— 
Thinker (Madras)— Woman’s Suffrage Journal — Philosophic 
Inquirer.

SUGAR PLUMS.
T he Borough of Hackney Workmen’s Club have issued 

”9oks at two shillings each, containing twenty-four penny 
tjokets, to be sold for “ the support of the victims of the 
"iaaphemy Acts.” Anyone able to help by selling these can

obtain them from Mr. Stacey, 90 Scawfell Street, Hackney 
Road. ____

Mr. W illiam Irving, of Hanley, Staffordshire, has issued a 
very thoughtful and interesting pamphlet, called “  A  Few 
Words about Charles Bradlaugh, M.P.” The pamphlet is not 
in any sense a biography. It is a very able and favorable 
criticism. Every one who admires Mr. Bradlaugh should 
invest one penny in these eight pages. If they do, Mr. Irving 
will have a large order. The publisher is G. E. Farmer, 
Longton. ____

Health is a weekly journal of domestic and sanitary science, 
edited by Dr. Andrew Wilson, Mr. Conway’s curate that is to 
be. It is very readable and ought to be very useful.

On Monday, the 7th inst., the Rev. Minor Canon Shuttle- 
worth, M.A., whose honest letter we published last week, 
lectures on “  Fear God, honor the King.”  Place, 73 Old 
Street, City Road (Hall of Science friends, please note); time, 
8.20 p.m. Those who cannot fear god and do not honor the 
monarch will do well to attend and listen carefully to so kindly 
and able an antagonist and friend as Canon Shuttleworth.

A  good deal of theological heat was imported into the 
debate on the Affirmation Bill. Mr. Gladstone’s speech, how
ever, was worthy of his best days, and, founded on the rock 
of principle, stands out amid the insolent bigotry of a Cross, 
the snarling puppyism of a Churchill, and the recreant 
rancor of a Torrens, like a mighty tower too lofty and strong 
for the petty blows o f bigot-spite.

Ir Mr. Gladstone is prepared to stand or fall by the Bill, 
the Lords might throw it out and welcome. Their inter
ference with the right of admission to the other House would 
not prevent Mr. Bradlaugh taking his seat, but would be 
another nail in their own coffin.

Datidet’s novel, “  L ’Evangeliste,” satirising the Jesuit-like 
doings of the Salvationists and others in Paris, has been 
translated and published by Messrs. Chatto and Windus under 
the title of “  Port-Salvation.” Our readers may be interested 
to know that Mr. Foote contemplated writing a translation 
of this work immediately upon its first appearance in French.

The Edinburgh Review, in a paper on the persecution of 
the Jews, truly states that “  proselytes from Judaism are very 
rare.” If the new Jerusalem does not descend until all the 
sons of Israel are enlisted under the banner of the cross, its 
advent may not be expected until the Greek Kalends, at the 
present rate of progression.

The application for tickets to the meeting of the Libera
tion Society was immense, and bespeaks something more than 
a desire to hear John Bright. If, as the highest legal autho
rity states, the proposition that Christianity is part and parcel 
of the law of England can no longer be maintained, it is 
surely time the disestablishment and, what is still more im
portant, the disendowment of the State Church are set about 
in earnest.

Now is tho timo for all our friends to send in memorials to 
the Homo Secretary. Tho following letter addressed to P. A. 
Taylor, Esq., M.P., speaks for itself:—

“  67 Myddleton Street, E.C., April 28th, 1883.
“  Sir,—W ill you be kind enough to present tho memorial 

enclosed herewith to the Home Secretary; also call his atten
tion to tho third name attached thereto—viz., that of James 
Stewart, the same being the signature of one of tho jury that 
convicted Messrs. Foote, Ramsey, and Kemp. Ho signs on 
the ground that he considers the sentences passed upon them 
to bo extremely severe, and he further assures me that all tho 
jury were of the same opinion at the time. By so doing you 
will greatly oblige,—Yours most respectfully, H. E. Smith.”

T iie Referee says : “  I f  Freethinkers wish to show to what 
an extent popular prejudice has been used against them, and 
how severely they have been treated, they cannot do better 
than widely circulate copies of Foote’s speech, if possible, 
printed vorbatim.”

The Bromley and West Kent Telegraph says: “  Foote is a 
very able man. He comes from Plymouth, and he has won 
his way to the front rank in the Secularist army by sheer force 
of character. We were once present at a debate where he took, 
among others, the agnostic side. He was more forcible than 
elegant, and was sometimes even rude; but ho certainly 
towered over his fellows, and ho made more ‘ points ’ than 
any of them. A Canon and a Professor, tho latter a Fellow 
of tho Royal Society, were his opponents, and both bore testi
mony to the ability with whioh he conducted his case.”

T he Manchester Weekly Times, of April 28th, says: “  The 
trial will probably become memorable for a very powerful
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speech delivered by the defendant Foote. . . . He argued his 
case with consummate skill.”

The World says anent Lord Coleridge’s charge: “ The 
cardinal fact to be borne in mind is that there has ceased to 
be anything penal in attacking religion itself, and that the 
one thing which cannot be done with impunity is to outrage 
respectability. To defend respectability, therefore, and not 
to protect religion, must be the object of the law in future.”

9 ALITOR RESARTUS.— Outside M oody’s Circus.* 
(A  Lyric for Sanhey-Music.)

Earth with poisons in sweet flowers,
Air with deadly plagues in showers;
Ocean’s murderous expanse,
Heaven’s deceitful countenance—
All around in ev’ry State 
Sternly whisper—god is hate !

Want and woe from vales and hills,
Cry in brooks and by the rills—
Despite zephyrs and each bird 
By the gentler springtide stirred ;
These are heralds of man’s fate 
Clearly echoing—god is hate!

All our hopes and fears impart 
To the yearnings of the heart—
That the only peace still lies 
In our human sympathies ;
All around in ev’ry State 
Bear true witness—god is hate !

W . H.

A  “ L IT T L E  G O D .”

T he Hebrew god was never a very big fellow. He was 
conceived by a little mind, and was never much bigger than 
the man who made him. It was an easy matter to squeeze 
his small proportions into a box called an “  a r k a n d  one 
man could, without much difficulty, convey him, wheel
barrow-fashion, through the streets.

On one occasion the little god nearly toppled, over his 
poor head being seriously imperilled.

Ages after, when the human mind had developed, the idea 
of god’s size increased; so that those whose minds had most 
expanded found that they had no room for the idea o f god 
at all. But even in enlightened times little minds were 
found to be plentiful, and small-brained people always carried 
their little god about with them.

N o place was too sacred for an exhibition o f this little 
deity ; and no time inappropriate.

One took his little god to business with him, and pre
sented a view of him for the admiration of his customers 
when he wanted to increase his trade ; another took the 
dear little creature to the social gathering with him, that 
people might see what a good little man he w a s; a third in
troduced his little god into the political assembly, and 
declared that all who were in favor o f admitting a large- 
minded man into the Legislative Chamber wanted to throw 
the dear little deity out of the window, and seemed to fear 
that the little god would offer no resistance.

A t length there arose a lot of people who said that they 
did not believe in, or care a jot for, the little deity; and 
the little-minded ones got savage, and said that such persons 
deserved to be hanged, and that a nation o f unbelievers in 
the “  little god ”  would promote nothing but anarchy, 
bloodshed and ruin.

But the large-minded ones were calm and unmoved, and 
treated tacit and open condemnation alike, with deserved 
contempt.

One day, while a pious religionist was exposing his little 
pet deity to the wondering gaze of a multitude o f followers, 
a rude Freethinker elbowed his way through the crowd, 
and having looked upon the “  little god,”  his risible facul
ties were so excited that he went into a fit o f uncontrollable 
laughter, which produced such an effect on the little deity 
that he immediately fainted, and despite the persistent efforts 
o f the pious, gradually sank into the silent and dreamless 
sleep from which there is no awakening. Strangest of all, 
is the fact that no one mourned his loss ; and many years 
after a monument was erected— not to the memory of the 
little god— but to that o f the bold Freethinker who caused 
his death. A . B. Moss.

* Inside Moody’s Uircusjare reiteration and reverberation, “  god is 
love.” —(Sam Tache) .

CORRESPONDENCE.
A  LETTER FROM THE FA R LE Y  LIBERAL 

ASSOCIATION, AMERICA.
TO THE EDITOR OP THE “ FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—W e wish to give expression to our sympathy and 
indignation by subscribing for your paper. Will you please 
communicate with me in regard to price per year and how we 
shall get the money to you. The imprisonment of Mr. Foote 
ought to arouse the world to the duties and dangers of the 
hour. Shame, shame that men should still be sent to prison 
on account of their religion. Liberal friends, our hearts are 
with you, and we will give you what support we can.

W. G il m o r e , President.

LETTER FROM A  NEW  SUBSCRIBER.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “  FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—I am not an Atheist— on the contrary, I have the most 
profound conviction of a future state of existence, but there is 
stuff so vile and bad in a book called the Bible, that I was 
induced from curiosity, after the prosecution of my friend Mr. 
Charles Bradlaugh by the “  common informer ”  Tyler, to read 
your paper. Therefore please enter my name as one of your 
subscribers. I have not read the alleged blasphemous libel, 
yet after the filthy romance of Lot and his daughters, I am con
vinced it must indeed exceed Dean Swift at his worst if it 
surpasses the horrible tale.

Perhaps, for the edification of your readers, you will allow 
me to republish the alleged libel upon which the infamous 
Judge Wetherall, forty-one years ago, in my native city, Bris
tol—sentenced Charles Southwell, “  a gentleman,”  to twelve 
months’ imprisonment in the common gaol.

It was as follows: “ That revoltingly odious Jew-production 
called B ib l e , has been for ages the idol of all sorts of block
heads, the glory of knaves, and the disgust of wise men. It is 
a history of lust, sodomies, wholesale slaughtering, and horrible 
depravity, that the vilest part of all other histories collected 
into one monstrous book could not parallel! Priests tell us that 
this concentration of abominations was written by a god. All 
the world believes priests, or they would rather have thought it 
the outpouring of the devil! ”—I am, sir, faithfully yours,

Chas. Attenbury
11 Blandford Square, Regent’s Park, N.W.

April 17, 1883.

FREETHOUGHT GLEANINGS.
W h ile  the Israelites wore in Goschen we find chief place 

given to one of the oldest Somitic deities, El Shaddai the 
strong or mighty one, a god not beaming with the sunny grace 
and gladness of some of the Aryan deities, but a fierce and 
withering desert-god, awakening awe, but never love, in his 
worshippers. When afterwards his name gave place to Yah- 
veh (commonly spelt Jehovah), loftier ideas had risen about 
him, but ho remained the same stern and dreadful one, whom 
none could look on and live; who rode on the clouds, announced 
his approach in the thunder-clap, and appeared amidst fires 
and lightnings ; to whom was dedicated and often slain the 
first-born of everything—in short a sun-god. Long after the 
Israelites bad left Goschen they continued to appease him 
with horrid rites and to ascertain his will by lot and sooth
saying ; the old notions about him enter into the latest form 
in which their sacred books are cast. He is there spoken of 
as acting like a man, walking in a garden, coming down from 
the sky to spy out what people are doing, writing with his 
finger, repenting that he had made man, acting, too, as a had 
man, approving cunning and deceit, commanding the slaughter 
of women and children, and praised as a “  man of war,”  at 
whose bidding the revolting crueltios of the Israelites under 
their chieftains and kings were committed.—Edward Glodd's 
“  Jesus of Nazareth,” 1880. ____

“  I  looked  again, and for a good while,” he says, “  at Dolce’s 
portrait of the eternal father, for it is a miracle and master
piece of absurdity, and almost equally a miracle of pictorial 
art. It is the all-powerless, a fair-haired, soft, consumptive 
deity, with a mouth that has fallen open through very weak
ness. He holds one hand on his stomach, as if the wickedness 
and wretchedness of mankind made him qualmish; and ho 
is looking down out of heaven with an expression of pitiable 
appeal, or as if seeking somewhere for assistance in his heavy 
task of ruling the universe. You might fancy such a being 
falling on his knees before a strong-willed man, and beseeching 
him to take the reins of omnipotence out o f his hands. No 
wonder that wrong gets the better of right, and good and ill 
are confounded if the supreme head were as here depicted, 
for I never saw, and nobody else ever saw, so perfect a repre
sentation of a person burdened with a task infinitely above 
his strength. I f  Carlo Dolce had been wicked enough to 
know what he was doing, the picture would have been a most
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blasphemous satire, in the very person o f the almighty, 
against all incompetent rulers, and against the rickety machine 
and crazy action of the universe. Heaven forgive mo for 
such thoughts as this picture has suggested!” —Nathaniel 
Sawthorne.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL “ FREETHINKER” AGENTS.

London:—J. Campbell, 71 Mundella Rd, New Rd, Battersea ; 
A. Gates, 1 Pressland Ter., ICensal Rd, N .W .; D. Evans, 83 Rail ton 
Rd, Herne H ill; J. Cottrell, 98 Huntley St, Tottenham Court R d ;
E. Tomlinson, King St (opposite Baths), Camden Town ; Jacob 
Barlow, 48 Alsen Rd, Seven Sisters Rd, Holloway; G. Shore, 33 
Newington Green Rd, and Ball’s Pond Secular Hall; H. Taylor, 
4 Trothy Rd, S.E.; Matlock, 28 Marlborough Rd, Chelsea; A. 
Ililditch, 5 Cromer Street, Gray’s Inn Rd, and Clerkenwell Green 
on Sunday mornings; G. Crookson, Platt’s Common, Barnsley, 
and Midland Railway Arches on Sunday mornings ; H. Markell, 
117 Pembroko Rd, Kilburn, and in the Elgin Rd, Maida Hill, on 
Sunday mornings; M. A. Baker, 125 Kentish Town R d ; J. T. 
Ramsey, 18 Pearson Street, Kingsland, and Hall of Science on 
Sundays ; Marcland, Sheffield Rd, Barnsley; F. Wenliam, 55 Vine 
St, Uxbridge ; W. Goodman, 29 George St, Princes Rd, Lambeth ;
F. Jones, 201 Leyton Rd, Stratford; the Chairman at Mile End 
Waste and Gibralter Walk; — Stocker, 30 Berwick Street, 
Oxford St.

P rovincial :—F. J. Cole, College St, Woodbridge, Suffolk ; 
J. Wilks, 129 Manchester Rd, Bradford; G. Griffiths, 32 Oldham 
Rd, Manchester; W. H. Morrish, Narrowwine St, Bristol; Noble 
and Coyle, 9 New Bond St place, Bath; Seymour, Wood St, 
Tunbridge Wells; J. Paterson, High St, Paisley; Pendleton 
Secular Club; Sunday Reading Room, Walsall; R. Cartwright, 
Quarry Bank; S. Cheetham, 10G Dob Lane, Failsworth; James 
Hooper, Sneinton Market, Nottingham.

PROFANE JOKES.
“  You may entertain angels unawares,”  muttered a sturdy 

Sabbath beggar to one who refused him a drink of cider. 
“ Angels don’t go about drinking cider on the Sabbath,”  was 
the retort.

W as Eve’s bridal dress a bear-skin ? And when her husband 
remonstrated did she say, “ I  don’t care A-dani ?”

T iie deacon’s wife wanted to jot down tho text, and leaning 
over to her scapegrace nephew, she whispered, “  Have you a 
card about you?” “ You can’t play in church,”  was the 
solemn, reproving answer ; and the good woman was so con
fused that she forgot all about the text.

Our irreverent young man says he doesn’t care so much 
about the perfect e-quality in heaven. It’s the perfect she- 
quality he wants. His sister demurs ; but as sho is demure, 
that’s natural.

Salmi H ouse, after battling with all sorts of difficulties, 
recently seoured a hearing for his Passion Play in New York, 
giving a private rehearsal, for which a great many invites 
■Were issued. Nobody seems to think much of Morse’s work 
now that it has been seen. One day whilo Morso was looking 
on and stage-managing a rehearsal he espied a dozen men 
grouped together. “  Who aro these fellows?”  ho impatiently 
inquired. “  Oh,” was tho reply, “  they aro tho twelve 
apostles.”  “  Twelve,”  roared Morse—“ twelve! Not enough, 
not enough! Got forty at onco!”—Referee.

P R I S O N E R S ’ A I D  FUND.

For the support of tho familios of tho men now in gaol, for tho 
protection of their interests, and for tho aid of any others who 
may be in similar case ; any balance to bo used in tho discretion 
of the Executive.

Middloboro’ Branch N. S. 8., 11s. 3d.; E. Watts, Is.;
G. D., 6d.; M. A. 8., 2d.; Justice, 4d.; Pillar of Salt, 4 d .; 
Sympathy, 2d.; Holy Moses, 2d.; W. Randall, 2s. 6d. Per J. 
Rockley (Silverdale), 17s. 6d.; J. J. Cole, Is .; E. Allen, 4s.; 
J- M. Collins, 2s. Chatham Branch N. S. S., 7s.; Working 
Men of Carmarthen, £1. Leicester: J. Jordan, 10s.; W. 
Burrs, 10s. Honley (por C. Boothroyd): C. Hirst, Is .; A. 
Jackson, Is .; W. Japp, 6d .; A. Balmforth, 6d.; C. Rugby, 
”d .; J. Rugby, Is.; G. Clarkson, Is.; J. France, Is .; H. 
France, Is.; J. Stewart, 6d.; R. Hunt, I s . ; W. J. Laws, 2s.; 
Bob, 3d.; Singer, 4d .; Polly, 4 d ; Maggio and Florrie Crab
tree, 6d. each ; One B., 6d .; N. W. (Plymouth), £1. Carlisle : 
W. Robinson, I s ; J. Lumny, Is .; E. Beckbeek, I s .; 
Hkeston Branch National Secular Society, 5s.; collected at 
Huddersfied, £1 3s. 3d.; F. Andrews, cabman (part of re
turned cab fare), I s . ; collected at Birmingham, Sunday, 
£-Pril 29th, £1 8s.; Samuel Taylor (Ashton-on-Tyne), 10s.; 
B- Green, 2s. 4 d .; E. Kirly, I s .; S. Grimshaw, Is. 6d .; W. 
Chadwick, Is .; W. Aspinall, I s .; W. Mellor, I s .; J. W . S., 8d. ; 
B- Thomas, 6d.; R. Grimshaw, 6d.; J. Stopford, 6d. Per C.

Young: E. Twell, 2s.; A True Friend, Is.; W . H. Gummer, 
5s.; E. Lee, 6d.; W. Gates, 2s. 6d.; J. Stansfield, I s . ; C. H. 
Fell, 2s. 6d.; — Brownhill, 2s. 6d.; G. Deaking, Is.; John 
Henderson, Is .; W. Robinson, I s , ; A. Shiel, 2s.; — Hornsby, 
3d.; Wm. Henderson, 6d.; M. Weatherburn, 2s. 6d ,; D( 
Henderson, I s .; A. Brydon, Is .; Ralph Henderson, I s . ; R. 
Henderson, Is .; Wm. Henderson, junr., I s . ; G. Henderson, 
2s.; Mrs. Weatherburn, Is.; Mr. Weatherburn, Is.; Miss 
Weatherburn, 6d. Per J. Partridge, Is.; — Goodhall, I s . ; 
W. Fulton, Is .; Joe (B’ham), 5th donation, I s .; W. H. 
Skett, 3d.; J. M., 6d.; J. C. Bridges, 6d. Per L. Tanner 
(Bristol) : W. Bryan, Is .; H. D. Cleal, lOd.; J. Hassall, Is. 3d.; 
W. Hill, 6d .; — Long, 10d.; Mrs. Pine, 8d.: Miss Pine, 6d.; 
Lloyd Tanner, I s . ; A. Widlake, 8d.; L. R., Is. 6d.; other 
sums, Is. 3d. Per C. Hargrave: H. Jackson, 1$; James 
Rodgers, 1$; C. Hargraves, 1$; — Bruce (6d. monthly), I s .; 
W. H. A. (Birkenhead), 2s. 6d .; S. Kaufmann (weekly), 6d.; 
— Mallett, Is .; C. D., 6d .; Hall of Science Club and Insti
tute, £ 1 ; J. K. E., 8d .; J. L., 6d.; Throop, 5s. Per J. Prim- 
ruse: J. Primrose, 2s.; J. Milling, 2s.; A. Robertson, Is.
H . Lloyd Ki'tton, I s .; C. Brooke, Is.; T. Porter, Is.; V  
Hardwick, £1. Per C. Stocker: A  Friend, 2s.; — Macfar- 
land, 6s.; collected in Camden Hall, Liverpool, 10s. 9d. Per 
Fannie Pierson (Maidstone) : Fannie Pierson, 6d.; A. E. G., 
I s .; D. Walker, I s .; A. Hicknold, 6d.; A. M. Methusalah, 6d.; 
Lameck, 3d,; Belzebub, 3d.; E. Malmsley, 6d .; F. Malmsley, 
6d .; J. H. Pierson, 3d. ; — Finn, I s . ; W . R. Chaplin, 6d.; 
A. Hicknold, 6d.; T. Now, 6d.; R. Sweet-love, 3d.; W. Willett, 
2 s .; J. Coats, I s . ; E. M. T., 6d. Per Minnie Pierson (Maid
stone) : Minnie Pierson, 6d.; W. Hearndon, Is. 6d.; J. Froud, 
6d.; G. J. West, 6d .; Abraham, 3d.; Isaac, 3d.; Jacob, 3d.; 
J. C., 2d.; J. A  Drake, 2s.; H. J. Smith, Is .; W. Malmsley, 
6d.; J. Pobgee, 6d. ; T. Greenstreet, 6d .; Arthnr Hicknold, 
6d.; J. Brower, 3d.; W. Garnett, I s . ; W . J. Foord, Is .; 
G. Pierson, 6d .; G. G. Ross; Esq. (Calcutta), £5.

Collecting sheets will be sent to any Freethinker on appli
cation to 28 Stonecutter Street.

Eekatum.— Pago 118—W . Cramond, 2d., should be 2s.

O .O D FREE’S (Knightsbridge) RESTAURANT, 4,
'A  Brompton Boad.—2nd and 3rd Class Dining and Supper 
Booms, 6 Brompton Boad and 2 Middle Bow, Knightsbridge. Hot 
Joints from 12 a.m. to 12 p.m. Soups, Fried and Stewed Eels, 
Tripe, and Entrees always ready. Malt Liquors as from the London 
and Sootch Breweries. Choioe Wines and Cigars. Tea and Coffee. 
Private room for ladies.

TpEETH, 2s. 6d. eaoh, on vulcanite; upper or lower 
set, £1. Best quality, on vulcanite, 4s. a tooth; upper or 

lower set, £2. No extras. Completed in four hours when required. 
Best teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. eaoh ; on 18-carat gold, 15s. Pain
less extraction daily, with gas, 6s.; without gas, Is .; stopping, 
2s. 6d.—Mr. STANTON, B.D., 128 Strand, London. Hours nine to 
eight*_______________________________________________________

CT. W O B S T E R ,
W i n e  and Spirit  Merchant ,

“  Duke of Obmand,”
PRINCES STREET, WESTMINSTER.

The “  National Reformer,”  “  Freethinker,”  and other Freethought 
Journals at the bar.

N E W  PA M PH LE TS b y  A R T H U R  B. MOSS.

“  Bible Horrors, or True Blasphemy,” 
and “  Fictitious Gods.”

O N E  P E N N Y  E A C H .
Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

r p  M ITCH ELL, from SAGES, Shop and Office Fitte r
* and Air Light Show-caso Maker. Counter cases from One 

Guinea per foot.—46 Whiskin Street, Clerkonwell. Estimates for 
general repairs.

Carte de Yisites.
Tjm E E TH O U G H T W O R TH IE S.— Mrs. Besant; Messrs. 
■*" Foote, Ingorsoll, Bradlaugh, Symes, Dr. Aveling, Paine, Vol- 
tairo. Threepence eaoh. 28 Stonecutter Street.

A Portrait of W . J. Ramsey
appears in the MAY u

T?~i?,PTT~RT ,T C) A "NT (ready on Thursday next), price iX i l l -T  U - O l J l A ^ T N  One Penny. Biographical sketch
of Ramsey; The People’s History of the Aristocracy, by Geo. 
Standring; Editorial Notes, and many interesting articles will 
be found in the number. Order early of your newsagent. 

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street.

TXT AN TED , a R ESPEC TA B LE  LAD to sell the “  F iiee-
W  thinker ”  in London; to wear cap with «  Freethinker ”  on 

it. Son of a Freothinkor preferred. Apply at 28 Stoneouttor 
Street.
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A Monthly Magazine.

u P R O G R E S S . ”
Edited by G. "W. Foote.

Interim Editor, Edward B. Avelino, D.Sc.

The M AY NUMBER, NOW  READY, contains:— 
Evolution and Definition.— I. By Edward B. A ve- 

ling, D.Sc.
The Origin of Belief in a Soul. By C. T. B ingham. 
Dead Memories. (A  Poem.)
The Drama of the Lake-Dwellers. By G. T emple. 
Carlyle and Emerson. By N orman Britton.
“ The City of Dreadful Night.” Reply to a Criticism. 
Karl Marx. (A  Biography.) By E leanor M arx . 
Westleigh Bells. (A  Poem.) By Caroline M aitland. 
The Elimination of the God-Idea from Higher 

Modern Literature. By P ii.D.
The Blasphemy Trials. ' By the Interim Editor. 
The Rev. W . Lansdell, D.D. B y E. M arx . 
Religion v. Liberty. By J oseph Symes.
Giordano Bruno. B y L. J. N icholson.
Some Humors of the Reading Room at the 

British Museum. By E. B. A.
Taxation. By Baldwin M ichael Smith.
Gossip, Etc.

Sixty-Four Pages, Price Sixpence.
“  This is an age of Freethonght, and there is both variety and 

vigor in a cheap and well got-np periodical which has just been 
started as an exponent of the principle under the title of Progress."— 
Bristol Mercury.

“  Mr. Foote’s new monthly, entitled Progress, bids fair to become 
a standard magazine. It is characterised by pleasing variety, and 
oommonds itself to a very general class of readers.” —Northern Whig.
Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

S H E L L E Y  ON BLASPHEM Y.
SIX TE EN  RAGES for ONE PEN NY.

N O W  R E A D Y .

“ M ILL O N B L A S P H EMY,”
B E IN G  A

Reprint of an Article contributed to Westminster Review 
for July, 1824, occasioned by the prosecution of 

____________ Richard Carlile.___________
Thirty-two pages, price Twopence.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWELLERY.
A Good Serviceable Silver Watch for Working Man or Youth:— 
Four jewels, 18s. 6d .; crystal glass, 19s. 6d .; with stout silver 
dome, 21s. and 25s.; Extra Stout Railway Watch, eight jewels, 30s., 
35s., 42s. j Ladies’ Sizes same price. Stout Crystal English Lever, 
£4  4s .; Ladies’ Elegant Gold Watohes, 18 carat, £2 2s., £2 5s., 
£2 10s., to £5 10s. A written warranty sent for two years. For
warded by registered post on receipt of P.O.O., payable at Vauxhall 
Cross. 22 carat Stout Gold Wedding Kim's, 7s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 
15s. 6d., 21s., 30s.; 18 carat Keepers, richly chased, IOs. 6d., 
15s. 6d., 21s., 30s.; 9 carat ditto, fashionable patterns, 4s. 6d., 5s. 6d., 
7s. 6d., 10s. 6d., 15s.— M A R T I N  & B A L C H IN , W a tc h  & 
C lo ck  M a k ers , & J e w e lle rs , 195 W a n d s w o r th  R d . ,S .W .

Established 1870. Price List Free.

T H W A I ’ S’ L IV E R  PILLS
Are acknowledged to be ' nest Family Medicine in the World by tho 
many thousands that a sing them in preference to all others. It is 
almost impossible to enumerate in an advertisement what they arc 
good for; it would take up too much of your time to read it, and aftor 
you had read it you might say it was only advertising puff ; but I ask 
ONE TRLVL of the LIVER PILLS ; ii not better than any you have 
tried before, I cannot expect a continuance of your custom. I recom
mend them for Indigestion, Loss o f Appetite. Dizziness, Biliousness, 
Costiveness, Nervousness, Palpitation of the Heart, Piles, etc., all of 
which aro, in many oases, caused by the Liver being inactive, or what 
we call a sluggish Liver. Try some of the LIVER PILLS as soon as 
you can, as they are pure Herb Pills, and may be used at any time 
by anyono without any change of diet or danger of taking cold. Pre
pared only by Geouoe T hwaites, 2, Church Row, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Sold at Is. 1 Jd. and 2s. 9d. per box, or by post for 15 or 36 Penny 
Stamps. A Price List of Herbs free.

M -  F OOTE’SpUBLICATIONS.
ARROWS OF FREETHOUGHT. 112 pp., in elegant wrapper. 1 0 
BLASPHEMY NO CRIME. The Whole question fully treated, 

with special reference to the Prosecution of the Freethinker 0 3 
“  An alarnm-like warning to the people of the terrible 

danger which threatens their religions liberties.” — Ulver- 
ston Mirror,

SECULARISM THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE. An Exposi-
tion and a Defence ... ................................................. 0 4

ATHEISM AND MORALITY ............................................................. 0 2
THE FUTILITY OF PRAYER ..............................................................0 2
DEATH’ S TEST, OR CHRISTIAN LIES ABOUT DYING INFIDELS o 2
ATHEISM AND S U IC I D E ............................................................................0 1
THE GOD CHRISTIANS SWEAR BY ...............................................0 2
WAS JESUS INSANE? .............................................................. -  0 1

BIBLE ROMANCES (One Penny Each).
(1) The Creation Story. (2) Noah’s Flood. (3) Eve and the Apple. 

(4) The Bible Devil. (5) The Ten PlagueB. (6) Jonah and the 
Whale. (7) The Wandering Jews. (8) The Tower of Babel. 
(9) Balaam’s Ass. (10) God’s Thieves in Canaan. (11) Cain 
and Abel. (12) Lot’s Wife.

The First Series, Bound in Elegant Wrapper, Price One Shilling. 
Second Series— (13) Daniel and the Lions. (14) The Jew Judges. 

(15) St. John’s Nightmare. (16) A Virgin Mother. (17) God 
in a Box. (18) Bully Samson.

Progressive Publishing Company, 28 Stonecutter Street, E.C.

Works by Edward B. Aveling, D.Sc.
(Fellow of tho University College, London).

The Pedigree Of Man. Translation o f Ten Popular
Lectures by Ernst Haeckel. 6/-

The Student’s Darwin. An analysis o f the whole o f
Darwin’s works. 5/-

Natural Philosophy for London University Matri
culation. 4/-

General Biology. For South Kensington Examination 
and 1st B.Sc. London. 2/-

The Bookworm and other sketches. 1/-
The Value of this Earthly Life. A reply to W . H.

Hallock’s “  Is Life Worth L iving?”  1/-
Biological Discoveries and Problems. Dealing 

with the most recent terms and ideas in biological 
science. 1/-

Pamphlets. Anti-Religious. 1/- 
Physiological Tables. 2/-
Botanical Tables- 1 /- Fifth edition. These two 

works are condensed note-books on the two sciences.

Freethought Publishing Company, 63 Fleet Street, E.O.

W . J. PARRY, **0M  ROSKELL’S,
Mattel hHlanufafinrfr,lclndIcr,®piicmn
All Watches Sold or Repaired are Guaranteed to go Accurately. 

All Repairs of Watches, Clocks, or Jewellery, are done, by 
Experienced Workmen, at Reasonable Charges. 

W eekly P ayments T aken
L U C K Y  W E D D I N G - R I N G  D E P O T .

Watches or Jewellery from the Country sent by Rail 
carriage paid one way.

8 B r u n s w i c k  R o a d , L iv e r p o o l .
Just Published. A Splendid

NEW  LECTURE BY COLONEL INGERSOLL,
ENTITLED

D I F F I C U L T I E S  OF B E L I E F .
Brilliant, Eloquent, Incisive.

Equal to anything said or written by tho giftod orator.

P R I C E  T W O P E N C E .
Post free Twopence-halfpenny, or Six Copies free for One Shilling, 

from W. II. MorriBh, Bookseller, 18 Narrow Wine Street, Bristol.

Sold at Freethinker Offico, Reformer Office; and by E. Truelove, 
High Holborn, London.

Printed and Published by Edward B. Areling, D.So., for the Pro
gressive Publishing Company, at 28 Stoneoutter Streot, 
Farringdon Street, London, E.O.


