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THE NEW HOLY ALLIANCE.

CARNOT AND ALEXANDER.---

A I'OET'S RELIGION.

j Mono the secondary poets of our ago is Mr. Coventry
* more. According to Mr. Ruskin ho is always pure
fr~ e’evabng, and Mr. Garnett has edited a selection
om his poems, with a highly laudatory introduction.
1B Angel in the nouse and Victories of Love are in-
, uded in Cassell's National Library, and as the price is
sj 8ixponce it is to bo presumed that they aro exten-
p Vely circulated. The first of these poems is said by
refessor Henry Morloy to have “ obtained a permanent
fjpee among the Home Books of the English People ”—
of IM ~t amounf °f truth we are unable to judge. Some
jy “tr. Patmore’s strongest work is to be found in the
Eros, in which he handles irregular metres
ter*1 ~reat power and precision. The language is
the metaphors are often vivid and illuminating,
the thought is occasionally subtle or recondite.
pa must go back to Southwell and Crashaw for
lijjaAy3 to some of the writing in this volume, for,
ju Mr. Patmore is a Roman Catholic, though
eVi(l 6 eariier days of the Angel in the llouse he was
po @ntly a member of the Church of England. In a
teijfl entitled “ The Standards,” written in 1874, as he
pam V3 “ soon after the publication of an incendiary
Nath r & ky Mr. Gladstone against the English
fig aolics, occasioned by the Vatican Council,” ho pons
v exclamation

~o. 642]

------ LIBERTY AND SIBERIA.

Lo, yonder, where our little English band,
With peace in heart and wrath in hand
Have dimly ta'on their stand,

Sweetly the light

Shines from tho solitary peak at Edgbaston,
Whence o’er the dawning Land,

Gleam the gold blazonries of Love irate
'Gainst tho black flag of Hato.

This is, of course, an allusion to Cardinal Newman,
whoso reply to Gladstone is a fine and dignified
polemic, so different from both the Liberal loader’s
pamphlet and the coarse, heavy-handed answer of
Cardinal Manning.

Mr. Patmore sings much of Love, and in the Catholic
stage he is sometimes wrought into an ecstasy. But a
change of religions faith has not altered his point of
view. Woman is adorable, but still “ the weaker
vessel.” Nevertheless there is an abatement of the
Turk-like strut of the earlier love-poems, in which the
hero, though pious and monogamous, always flourished
the handkerchief with an air of patronage.

Like many another poet, Mr. Patmore has conde-
scended to prose. There are some who say that poets
cannot write good prose, but this is an absurdity. Lock
at Spenser, look at the magnificent prose passages in
Hamlet, look at Milton’s glorious Areopagitica, look at
the beautiful prose of Wordsworth and Southey and
the splendid prose of Coleridge, look at Byron'’s letters
and Shelley’s Defence of Poetry, look at Landor and



730
Mr. Swinburne. There never was a ranker piece of
literary heresy than this, that poets cannot write good
prose. They have written the best prose in our
language.

Mr. Patmore’s prose is excellent. It is vigorous and
pointed, without losing grace and color. Those who
differ from him the most utterly, in religion, po'itics,
and sociology, may read with pleasure his latest prose
volume, which takes its title from the first essay
headed “ Religio Poet«e.” We derive more advantage
from ardent intelligences who differ from us than
from dullards with whom we happen to be in agree-
tnent

Before dealing with the first essay in this volume we
prefer to take the eighth on “ Christianity and ‘Pro-
gress.”” From its being put within quotation marks
the reader may infer that Mr. Patmore is not in lovo
with Progress. He is in love with Christianity, how-
ever, and he contends that even if it has not assisted
Progress it is not therefore a *“ failure.” *“ Many
people doubt,” he admits, “ whether Christianity has
done much, or even anything, for the ‘ progress ’'of the
human race as a race ; and there is more to be said in
defence of such doubt than most good people suppose.”
There are good Christians even, who think Christianity
anything but a failure, who “ nevertheless hold that it
is open to question whether the race, as a race, has been
much affected by it, and whether the external and visible
evil and good which have come of it do not pretty’
nearly balance one another” Mr. Patmore denies—
and he seems to us honest and consistent in doing

so—that it was the main purpose of Christ, or
any part of his purpose, to bring about a state
of things in which *“ everybody should have

plenty to eat and drink, comfortable houses, and
not too much to do.” Nor did Christ prophesy
“ any great and general amelioration of the world,
material or even moral, from his coming.” On
the contrary, he prophesied, as his Apostles did
after him, that the world, so far from getting better,
would become “ intolerably worse.” He said that the
poor would be always with us, and did not “ hint
disapproval of the institution even of slavery.” Nay,
he counselled the slave to be *“ content with his
status.” The mission of Christ, Mr. Patmore says, is
‘“ clearly declared to be wholly individual and wholly
unconcerned with the temporal good of the individual.”
Christ came to save the elect, and “ it was practically
for those few only that he lived and died.”

“ That may bo very shocking; but they are lds words, and
not mine, and those who do not like them should have a
special edition of the New Testament revised for their own
uso, from which all disagreeable references to the many called
and few chosen, the narrow way which few find, the broad
road generally taken, and tho end it leads to, etc., etc., should
be excised. It is not to be denied that our Lord’s doctrine
must be in the highest degreo unpleasant to all who will con-
sider what it really is, and who have not the courage either
to reject or adopt it in a whole-hearted manner.”

This is clear, pungent, and refreshing. Mr. Patmore
is an honest Christian, who will have nothing to do
with the attempt to reconcile Christianity with “ the
world.” Christian Socialists of the typo of tho editor
of the Daily Chronicle try to throw the supernatural
mission of Christ into the background, in defiance
alike of the New Testament and tho unbroken stream
of Christian doctrine and tradition. Mr. Patmore
recalls them to the real standard of Christ, and if they
do not fall in under it he will honestly treat them as
deserters, however much they may vapor and senti-
mentalise about the Sermon on the Mount.

It is easy enough to see that Christian Socialism,
and all similar movements, are but signs of the
break-up of Protestantism. Ever since the Reforma-
tion, when it denied the authority of tho Church and
appealed in its partial way to the right of private
judgment, it has been slowly but steadily going to the
dogs. It was at best a temporising sectarianism. All
its positive teaching belonged to the Catholic Church,
and in that Church it will have to be found in future
by all who cannot tolerate the bravo freedom of
“infidelity.”

Mr. Patmore is not the man to trouble himself about
“ Christian Evidences.” Pie leaves all that to the Pro-
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testants who argue with their own heretics. “ Chris-
tianity,” he declares, “ is an experimental science, and
the best answer to one who questions, If it be true, is
Try it.” This may be scouted as “ mysticism,” but the
saints “ know each what the other is saying, though, to
a Huxley or a Morley, it is but a hooting-. of owls.”
Passing the rather coarse vehemence of this simile,
we may observe that Mr Patmore overlooks an
important fact. The majority of unbelievers have been
Christians; they have tried Christianity To ask them
to try it again is to request an impossibility. They
could not do so without sinking the past and stulti-
fying their reason You may advise a man, for
instance, who is suffering from a particular disease to
try a specific remedy, and though he has already tried
it without success, he may still take your recommenda-
tion. But suppose he has taken the trouble to study
your specific remedy, and found it to be worse than
the disease. Will he take it then? And is it not
utterly impossible to “ try ” Christianity, according to
Mr. Patmore’s prescription, in face of the plain
opposition of a man’s intellect, to say nothing of his
moral sense ?

Beautiful and eloquent as is the conclusion of Mr.
Patmore’s fifth essay on *“ Christianity as an Experi-
mental Science,” it is after all inconclusive. One who
has been a Christian for a lifetime finds his faith
adequate and sustaining; but so does one who has been
a Jew, a Brahmin, a Buddhist, or a Mohammedan,—
Adequate and sustaining, also is the philosophy of the
Freethinker, tho Agnostic, or the Atheist. Mr. Pat-
more argument is an appeal to feeling. *“ I feel it is
true ” will be the exclamation of every one who has
worked a principle into the texture of his life. True
or false in itself, it is true to him ; but his judgment
is personal and partial, like that of a man who sees
beauty in a plain woman whom he loves ; and how
can it stand as valid in the open court of universal
reason ? G. W. FOOTE.

(To he concluded).

MONUMENTAL HISTORY.

So manifest is human bias, and so dubious ancient
documentary evidence, that a sceptic is disposed to
consider that the only trustworthy history is the
monumental, or those records which are corroborated
by monuments. This would make havoc of much that
passes as history, whether “ sacred” or “ profane.”
Monumental evidence is of great value, but it entirely
fails us in regard to some of the most important records,
and even when we have it, it is often difficult to
interpret. Here, too, caution and scepticism are
required. Not to dwell on the host of manufactured
coins and antiquities of all kinds supplied wholesale
in every country where there is a demand for the
articles, inscriptions may be ns false as written records,
or may be taken for more than they are worth. Our
Monument par excellence in London, Pope said, “ Like
a tall bully rears its head ar.d lies.” It did so till 1810»
when the assertion that the great fire of IGutl was due
to a Papist plot was effaced. An instance of easy mis-
construction stands in tho King's Library at tho
British Museum. On a marble slab in that fine hall
it is recorded that “ This library was given to the
British nation by his most gracious Majesty George IV->
1823.” One might infer that George IV. was a most
enlightened and munificent patron of letters. The
truth is, he was a gambler who several times got the
country to pay his debts. When he wanted an extra
heavy amount, Lord Liverpool suggested he miglR
hand over the royal library, and, as otherwise th®
books might have been sold for the benefit of his
creditors, he assented. It was a bargain or sale. But
as the facts were hardly creditable to the monarch
the transaction was made presentable as a presenta*

tion.
Coins and medals, too, may deceive. There arc,
instance, coins of George Ill., in which that ruler i

described as King of France as well as of Great Britanp
When Napoleon contemplated the invasion of Englah
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he had a medal struck, representing a sea-monster
overthrown and with the lying inscription “ Frappé
a Londres." The medal is excessively rare, but sup-
pose it to turn up when other records were destroyed ;
i" m'ght be used as evidence that Napoleon conquered
England, striking a medal at London to commemorate
the event.

Take the famous case of the sinking of “ Le Vengeur.”
mtheirs and a host of French historians tell how the
?htP refused to strike her flag in the action of June 1,

and sunk while her crew shouted “ Vive la
République ! The story was in circulation atthe time,
he Convention reported it officially, and a medal was
struck recording the event. It was repeated by many

'storians, even by Mrs. Besant in her lectures on the

reneh. Revolution, although she had before her
Narlyle'g history asserting its falsity. Yet it is false
°r there remains the direct testimony of the English
admiral who saw “ Le Vengeur” taken possession of

y the boats of the * Culloden,” saw the Frenchmen
ryJug to save themselves, and heard their outcries,
‘Which were those of horror and despair.

The bombastic phrase “ La Garde meurt et no se rend
paa-” attributed to Cambronne, who was made prisoner
at Waterloo, was denied by him, and when, notwith-
? auding his denial, the town of Nantes was authorised
O inscribe it on his statue, the sons of General Michel
aid formal claim to it for their father. Really it was
~hvented by a writer in U Independant.

Leslie in his Shortand Easy Method with the Deists
Lt should have been Free and Easy], lays down certain
Varies of credibility : as that the matter must be a
@n®ible one, done openly, and that a monument be
hstituted from the time ; and he argues it is utterly

Reasonable to deny the Ten Plagues, since the Pass-
jjver was an institution monumental of the fact. But
nothing was more common among the ancients than
o forget the real facts, if any, which their institutions
otnuiemorated, and to make up stories to account for
Pem. That this was tho case with the Passover is

'jst likely, for, as Bishop Colenso has shown, the

‘hie story is full of incredibilities. At one day's

ot'ce the head of the families of two millions of
People about to start on a hurried flight, have to
acrifice male lambs of one year old and without

emish, and smear the doorposts with blood in order
N at the angel of the Lord, when massacring tho first-
th°rl °/ shall not make a mistake and include
9children of Israel ! So with the analogous institu-
s °f the Lord's Supper. It is incredible that any
person, seated at table, broke bread saying “ Take

» This is my body,” and declared that the wine was
fif? hlood. When we know, as the early Christian
th ~er> ~us™n Martyr, himself tells us, that they had

6 same eucharist in the worship of Mithras, we may
audibly interPret the rite as a partaking of the flesh

d blood of the sun-god.

n ‘0 tho Sunday has been cited as a monument of
O re?urrection, oblivious of the facts that the first
ag ri8tians kept the Jewish Sabbath, that Paul held days
b, Amaterial, and that tho very term Sunday refers us
ofni,b? Lagani9™- The only monumental evidences
q Vdristianity are those which take us back to institu-
of°t)8 an*ecedcntto Christianity itself. Ritual is one
thr 6 mosTenduring things in religion, and its study
of n~8 much light on the social and mental condition
po tllose among whom it took its rise ; but rites are
ey«r witnesses to historic facts. It may be doubted if
ha*1l the commemoration of Guy Faux Day would
qot«taken the hold it has on English custom had it
fire ilnked itself to an earlier custom of lighting bon-
9when the dull season set in.

cross and most of the other so-called Christian

cert . 88tlch as the dove, anchor, etc., give very un-
ante  testimony, since they were demonstrably used
B,jgri«r to Christianity. On the strength of the letters
to n’ hundreds of “ blessed martyrs ” have been added
or 3 6 Christian catalogue, when probably heyie meritc
is all that was intended. Legends

apr] =been manufactured to fit misinterpreted symbols

inscriptions

thatl 7Uniental evidence must not bo taken for more
to N Its "Worth. The annual pilgrimage of Catholics
tomb of Marie Alacoque does not prove that
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Christ really visited that insane young lady, but that
the pilgrims believe so. The service of the Church of
England does not prove that Charles I. was a “ martyr”
barbarously murdered after “ meekly suffering all
barbarous indignities,” or that Charles Il. was miracu-
lous preserved from his bloody enemies, but it proves
that those who drew up the service wished others so to
believe.

In our own time the pious have made monu-
mental evidence out of a legend. The British Work-
man has had fine woodcuts illustrating infidel death-
scenes that never happened. One of its pictures,
known as “ The Secret of England’s Greatness,” has
also been produced in an elaborate steel engraving.
Queen Victoria is represented as presenting a copy of
of the Bible to an Oriental Chief, supposed to be the
Maharajah Dhuleep Singh (who turned from Christi-
anity to the Sikh faith when it suited him), with the
words, “ Here is the secret of England’s greatness.”
In times to come the picture may be cited as contem-
porary evidence. Yet Sir Henry Ponsonby, her
Majesty's secretary, has officially contradicted the
story that the Queen ever used such words. Such
facts warn us how cautiously it is necessary to approach

the problems of religious history.
J. M. Wheeler.

THE DELUSION OF PRAYER.

[concluded.]

SCIENCE proclaims the “ stability of natural law,” and
upon this fact human actions are based. Take for
examples, the weather predictions, the calculations of
insurance companies, the science of medicine, and
even the rules of church government. In all these
matters prayer is not recognised as a factor, and it is
fortunate for human progress that such is the case ;
for if it were not there would be no reliance on the
regularity of the affairs of life. Volney says, “ It is
a law of nature that water flows from an upper to a
lower situation that it seeks its level, that it is heavier
than air ; that all bodies tend towards the earth ; that
flame rises towards the sky ; that it destroys the
organisation of vegetables and animals; that air is
essential to the life of certain animals; that in certain
cases water suffocates and kills them ; and the same
of avariety of facts.” Now these facts are consistent,
regular, and immutable. Dr. Page, in his Man: Whence
and How ? observes : “ There would be an end to all
reasoning regarding either past or future if we did
not believe in tho general harmony, the even uni-
formity of the methods of creation.” It is no answer
to this to say, as the orthodox believers once said, that
with God all things are possible. Such an absurd
notion has long been exploded among intelligent
people, and it only merits the humorous retort, that
God could not make a clock strike less than one. This
reminds us of the boy who asked his father if God
could make a two-year-old colt in two minutes. The
father replied, “ Yes, if he (God) wished to do so.”
“Then,” rejoined the shrewd lad, “ the colt would not
be two years old, would it ?"

The theological idea of prayer is based upon the
humiliating habit of abject submission and obedience
to those who are thought to be superior to ordinary
mortals. The orthodox idea of prayer would probably
never have existed if an earthly king had never
reigned. Because kings, emperors and potentates of
every kind have exacted submission and obedience
and demanded the bended knee and prostrated body,
the same it has been thought, must be rendered to the
“ King of Kings.” He is supposed to be actuated by
the same motives as an earthly monarch ; ho has the
same desires and passions to gratify ; he loves flattery,
adulation, and praise, and takes pleasure in seeing his
dependent creatures at his footstool, cringing and
fawning, and in all ways humbling and debasing them-
selves. When a subject has a petition to present to
his sovereign he approaches with due solemnity,
obedience and humility, and begins with “ May it
please your most gracious Majesty to grant to your
lumble servant,” etc., and in every way overwhelms
the monarch with the most fulsome flattery and praise
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so that he may stand a better chance of having his
petition granted. In the same manner the Christian
appeals to the Almighty as if he were, in every point
of view, an earthly king. Thus prayers and supplica-
tions are the outcome of the sacrifice of manly dignity
and of self-reliance—the noblest characteristics of
human nature.

The ordinary orthodox prayer of the Salvationist
and of the Methodist is a curious conglomeration of
folly, delusion, and devotion. Here is a specimen.
“ The devout believer ” approaches what he calls the
“ throne of grace,” and begins to tell Jehovah how
great, how wise, how powerful, how good he is ; be
tells him that he is matchless in goodness, glorious in
holiness, infinite in wisdom, etc.; he also informs him
that all the universe is his own ; the flocks, the herds,
and the cattle upon a thousand hills ; that he created
all things for his glory, yea, the wicked for the day of
evil ; and that he has millions of cherubim and sera-
phim continually praising him, casting their crowns
before him, crying holy, holy, art thou, 0 God ! When
he has told God all this, he confesses that he himself
is a poor, weak, ignorant, and sinful creature ; that
his nature is shockingly bad, inherently depraved,
vicious and corrupt ; that he has been a sinner ever
since he was born ; sinned against his God in thought,
word and deed ; that God might justly have doomed
him to eternal perdition, where the fire is not quenched,
and where there is weeping and wailing and-gnashing
of teeth. Then he thanks Jehovah for being so
merciful and kind to hitn, and humbly desires him to
accept his grateful acknowledgments for past favors,
and hopes he will still continue them ; on these con-
ditions he will thus humble himself in the dust before
him to worship and adore him ; he will read his holy
word more often, attend his house and endeavor to
please him in all his thoughts and actions. But,
before he concludes, he informs him that he cannot
do anything of himself, he is so weak and sinful, and
has so many enemies ; therefore, he hopes and expects
his divine assistance, as much grace as he has need of,
and a double portion of his holy spirit. If God will
give him these, he promises to praise him as much as
he can in this world, and when he gets to heaven he
will have nothing else to do but to praise and glorify
him for ever and ever—Amen !”

We can qu'te understand the helpless condition that
those persons are in who rely upon the efficacy of
prayer for aid in their forlorn state, and the best
advice we can give them is not to depend any longer
on a source which experience has shown to be
incapable of affording them any practical relief. We
wish to warn them againsl delusion and the machina-
tions of blind leaders. If we do not know the exact
road to the City of Refuge, we may at least spare the
weary traveller the inutility of jouneying the road
that is known not to lead to it. Our object, however,
is more than this. By inducing people to refrain from
trusting to broken reeds, we do them a service in
giving them time and opportunity to look for sound
supports. It is a well-known historical fact that for
many ages the power of the clergy was unchecked ;
prayers were offered up on every occasion ; but until
the discovery and application of science, famine, sick-
ness and pestilence swept over the earth. The flower
of youth was nipped in its bud, and the fruit of
maturer age was withered ere it ripened. Prayers
were addressed to heaven, but no answers were
received. Misery, suffering, and death desolated the
earth.

The advocates of the prayer of supplication are
placed on the horns of a dilemma. They either ask
God to alter what they believe to be his fixed order of
nature, or they offer up prayers knowing them to be
useless. In the first case they apply for an impossible
answer, and in the second for what they do not expect
to receive. The most that can be said for such persons
is that they please themselves and do not affect God.
If a prayer seeks,an alteration of the order of nature
it is useless, and if the request is in harmony with
nature the appeal is superfluous, No prayer can undo
what is done, or reverse events that have happened ;
and it is equally impotent in determining what shall
happen. The Russians and the French supplicated
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heaven, and so did the English and Germans. Although
each prayed to the same God and were equally sincere,
one side in each case was victorious and the other
defeated.

It may be urged that if prayers are not answered
they can do no harm. This, however, does not meet
the point to which we attach considerable importance,
namely, that the beliefs and practices that are false or
superstitious, must be and are for that very reason
harmful to all who rely upon them. We believe with
Coleridge :

He prayeih best who loveth best
All things both groat and small.

By some prayer is defended on the ground that it
permits the outpouring of and gives relief to the
troubled spirit. This is not the prayer of supplication,
and to such persons we would suggest the reading of
Shakespeare and the products of other master minds;
and also the communing with the beauties and treasures
of nature. This would bring consolation to a well-
balanced mind of a much more enduring and more
dignified nature than any relief sought by mental
prostration to an imaginary power. The prayer against
which we protest is that which asks for physical
benefits as taught in the New Testament. Instead of
prayer we counsel earnest work, noble conduct, and
loving actions. Our hope is in the dawn of that period
when human effort and,obedience to natural laws shall
be regarded as the means of deliverance from the
errors and fancies of the past. When we can truly
exclaim :

0 what a night was that which wrapt
The human mind in gloom !
0 what a sun which breaks this day
From Superstition’s doom ! ,

Reason, the friend of human kind,
Long banished from her throne,
Has burst the veil of gloomy night
And claims us as her own.
Charles Watts.

RAMON CIIIES.

To those unacquainted with the cosas de Espafia, the
name of Ramon Chiés may perhaps appear strange-
Yet Chiés was one of the foremost loaders of the
Spanish Freethinkers and a staunch advocate of
Republicanism. | therefore think that a notice of this
remarkable Spaniard would undoubtedly prove of
interest to the readers of the Freethinker.

Time works wonders. Spain of to-day is not the
Spain of fifty years ago. Quite unaware and serpent-
like, she cast off her old skin of superstition, and»
paradoxical as it may sound, there is no nation
advancing so rapidly towards Freethought and Repub-
licanism as the sunny country of Cervantes and
Murillo.

In Spain it does not do, at least for the present, to
be too enthusiastic upon any theme which tends
towards checking the power of the Church or State-
The bold ones, who at times have dared to attack those
two institutions, have, as a rule, paid dearly for then’
audacity. A spirit, akin to that which prevailed in the
days of the Inquisition, still seems to hover in the aim
and tabooed subjects like Freethought and Democracy
must only be approached, like the G. O. M. said of
Jehovah and Co., with a sort of “ reverential calm-
The death of Chiés was, therefore, made the occasion
for a general and enthusiastic demonstration, the lik0
of which Madrid has not seen for many a day. Free-
thinkers and Republicans gathered from all parts-
Here and there could be seen small groups quietly
discussing the state of affairs, exchanging vows ot
fraternity, and laying many a glorious project for the
future. Great animation reigned in the streets, and a
fiery imagination would have discerned in the
picturesque masses of men and women a revolution’
ary mob, marching to the storming of a secon
Bastille ! The authorities did not deem it sat®
to interfere, consequently no attempt was made to Pu
an end to the demonstration. The local sky-pilots, 0
seeing this, buried their scraped heads deeply into the
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tile-shaped sombreros and betook themselves to their
dens, where they fervently prayed to the Old Gentle-
man above to destroy the cursed heretics.

Ramon Chiés y Gomez was born on October 13,1815.
He imbibed his Freethought ideas from his father, who
was himself a distinguished Republican, and who gave
his son a secular education. After visiting the schools
°f his native town, in 1865, Chiés went to Madrid to
study law. Here he became acquainted with most of
the Republican leaders, and began his literary career
hy contributing to the newspapers, especially to the
Discusién. When the revolution of 1865 broke out,
Chiés at once joined the movement and became one of
of its prominent members. Tho Republic appointed
him Governor of Valencia. In 1881, with a few
friends, he founded a liberal paper, called El Voto
Nacional, and if 1 am not mistaken, this journal was
converted later on into Las Dominicales. This gallant
little paper is to-day the foremost Freethought journal
In the Peninsula, and counts among its contributors
many eminent literary men. Chiés, with the exception
of afew pamphlets, has left no work behind him. He
preferred devoting liis leisure hours to lecturing. Three
years ago, as editor of the Dominicales, he was con-
demned, on account of a poignant criticism on the
Priests, to four years’ imprisonment and a line of
8,000 pesetas. On the case being brought before the
court of Cassation, this indictment was, however, to
the great discomfort of the Clerical party, quashed.

Chiés had been suffering since some time from
Nervous debility, brought on by over-work. His illness
developed itself into an inflammation of the lungs,
from which he never recovered. On October 15 he
sank peacefully into that sleep which knows no awaken-
ing- During his last moments he was surrounded by
beloved relatives and friends, and whatever the ghouls
°E clericalism may afterwards cry, Chiés died like he
bad lived, a firm unbeliever unto the last.

Already in the morning of tho day fixed for the
funeral the streets were thronged with people, and
later in tho day it was almost impossible to stir an
Inch. At two o’clock the procession started, the
cortege being composed of men of [all ranks and
conditions. Among the number of well-known faces
'vere those of Salmerén and Pi y Margall. The
editors of all the chief papers attended personally, or
sent a representative. Behind the hearse, which was
literally inundated with magnificent crown and wreaths,
followed 300 carriages, and after these came a con-
course of no less than 8,000 persons, these being
Hie membors of tho different societies and associations

which tho deceased belonged. It was an imposing
8ight indeed, and a sight that would have given then
aud there a fiat denial to the pious assertion that Free-
thought is played out. In Chiés, the cause has lost a
Kfeat champiom, and his loss is as keenly felt by
Hie Spanish Freethinkers, as that of Charles Bradlaugli
ivas by tho English. After the Spaniards have
bemoaned tho death of their late leader, they will
assemble to choose a new one to take his place, for it is
the great pride of tho gallant warriors of Freethought,
that they are never baffled or disheartened by tho
blows of adversity, and that although they may suffer
~pfeat for a while, they are like tho sun, which
disappears at times behind the clouds, only to shine
forth again with greater brilliancy and splendor

F. Malibran.

HOW TO HELP US.

(1) Got your nowBagont to exhibit the Freethinker in the
window.

(‘0O Get your newsagent to tako a fow copies of tho Freethinker
and try to soil thorn, guaranteeing to tako the copies
that remain unsold.

'3) Tako an oxtra espy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

C) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in tho train,
tho car, or the omnibus.

Display, or get displayed, one of oar oontents-sheets, which
are of a conveuiout size for the purpose. Mr. Fordei
will send them on application.

'8) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroud, a
publio mootings, or among tho audiences around street-
corner preachers.
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* MODUS OPERANDI.”

To the heathen in a foreign land

Is sent a missionary band

To try to make them understand
How they were created.

When told of Adam'’s first great sin,

The “ gentle savage ” does a grin ;

He can't take all that “ great truth” in—]
He’s not been educated.

He is told how gentle Jesus came

To “ save” the world from sin and shame;

The result is very much the same—
He don’t seem agitated.

So tho missionary changes his attack;

He slaps the savage on the back,

And says, “ Dear friend, although you're black,
You know wo are related.”

This does the trick. His simple mind

Is caught by words that sound so kind,

And to his cost—as soon he'll find—
His heart is captivated.

The mission man now comes to trade,

With rum and tracts his debts are paid,

With Christian booze the black is made
Quite intoxicated.

He runs amuck from shore to shore,

And kills his subjects by the score;

The mission man says, “ Well, I'm sure!
This can’t be tolerated.”

So Christian soldiers are called out

To put the savage man to rout;

They turn his kingdom inside out.
The place is devastated.

At homo, in Paternoster-row, 1
The good folks say, “ | told you so.
For not trusting in God below.”
His land is confiscated.
A case in point:—In New Zealand
A noble race of men did stand.
Where are they ? ABk tho mission band.
Saved ?—or exterminated ?
P. T. Whklan.

MUSEUM RELICS OF SUPERSTITION.

I+ no other evidenco was required, a visit to the South
Kensington Museum would be amply sufficient to demonstrate
tho remarkable ascendency religion held over its slaves from
tho fourteenth to tho eighteenth centuries. Whichever way
you turn, you will find coins, carvings, and pictures dedicated
to determined and forbidding-looking popes and priests; the
birth, crucifixion, entombment, and ascension of Jesus Christ;
episodes in tho lives of the saints ; and other relics represent-
ing tho marvellous feats of Hercules, Mars, and tho rest of the
mythical gods.

Man's genius was not considered thrown away by perpetu-
ating tho portraits of grandees of Spain, Italy and Franco, in
which countries religion seems to havo been most rampant.
What complete slaves tho poor wrotchos must havo been ?
No originality in choice of subject (I suppose, after all, tho
scope was limited) ; not a particle of naturalism ; uothing but
weeping virgins and melancholy Christs. And this is not all.
In tho treatment of theso subjects the most astounding igno-
rance is displayed. In one gallery thoro is an enamelled
plaque, a study of tho Crucifixion in broad day, with the sun
and moon both brightly gleaming, with faces looking out of
each. In others you will find uncleanly suggestions, such as
saints being conveyed to hoavon supported by nude women in
wanton attidudes. Another enamelled disc (for which tho
sum of £200 was paid) represents the creation of Adam, by
some means not particularised by the painter; but in the case
of Eve we havo her plucked bodily from Adam’s side by a
male angel, with a head covering resembling a turban. Many
more equally incongruous things can be seen by patient
investigation. “ Adbian.”

The organist of a country church, having fallen ill just
before a festival at the church, asked a friend—a thoroughly
good player—to play in his stead. He consented, and on the
festival day played tho “ Hallelujah Chorus,” playing full
chords whero the regular organist played only notes. This, of
course, required far more wind. Presently, in the middle of
tho pieco, tho wind gave out, and as it did not come on again
tho organist went round to the blower and found him just
going home. “ What's the matter ?” said the organist. “ Go
on blowing directly.” “ Blowing I' said the other; “ why,
you've finished. Young man (solemly),doyou think I've been
blowing all these years and don’t know how many puffs the
‘ Hallelujah Chorus’ takes ?”
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CHAPTERS FROM THE NEW APOCRYPHA.
The Little Box.

Paul, being at Athens, when he had come down from Mars’
Hill, certain of the philosophers who had heard him came
unto him, saying, Show us a miracle !

Then Paul, minded to show forth the power committed unto
him answered and said, What sign will ye that | show ?

They say unto him, Make the dumb to speak.

And Paul answered them straightway, saying, Go to now,
fetch hither a man born dumb.

And while they yet sought among the throng gathered
about him if peradventure any such might be found, Paul
lifted up his voice, saying, Which of the twain is the greater
miracle, to make a dumb man speak, or this little box ?

With one accord they answered him, The little box.

Then Paul, having taken from beneath his cloak the little
box, set it on the ground in the midst of the multitude. And
again he lifted up his voice, saying, What will ye that the
little box shall speak unto you ?

They answer him, Let it testify of those things whereof
thou hast spoken even this day upon yonder hill.

And Paul (having laid in previously with the little box)
touched it gently in the right place, and the box spake, sayiDg,
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship him declare | unto you.

Then were the multitudes amazed and confounded. Some
said. This indeed testifieth of the truth; but others said that
the Devil was in the little box. And one of the philosophers
questioned Paul concerning what had happened, demanding
of him whenco came the voice and whose was the voice
thereof.

And Paul answered and said, Truly, the voice is the voice
of God; and hath to-day spoken unto you by the mouth of
his holy prophet which hath been since the world began.

And when he was questioned further concerning the name
of this prophet, he answered them, saying, There is but one
name given unto men worthy of the kingdom of heaven, and
that name is Truth. But the name of the little box is Arche-
typeofthephonograph.

Then were the multitude still more amazed.
said one to another, This is a big name, sure enough.
verily, the name is bigger than the box.

But they wist not—neither they nor the philosophers—
how much bigger was the idea than the name. And as it was
with the little box so with little facts, it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be. Hudor Gexone.

And they
Verily,

ACID DROPS.

Jesus Christ taught his disciples that if a thief took their
coats they were to give him their cloaks. His disciples,
however, are not very fond of obeying him; most of them,
in fact, would see him in Hades again before they carried
out some of his stgpid and highly inconvenient injunctions.
Canon Mason, for instance, bad his coat stolen by James
Turner. Did he give Jimmy his cloak too ? Not he. Jimmy
was dragged before the Lord Mayor, at the Mansion House
Police Court, and sentenced to twenty-one days’ hard labor.

Pity the poor clergy ! Their incomes are sadly affected by
agricultural depression. The Dean of Canterbury, for
instance, who should be having £2 000 a year, is at present
only receiving £1,000. The Canons should be having £1,000
each, and they are only receiving £500. It is really awful 1
Fancy a servant of the meek and lowly Jesus being reduced
to living on twenty pounds or even ten pounds per week !
The very locked-out miners ought to feel for these un-
fortunate men of God.

Tom Mann is still talking rubbish about religion. Address-
ing four thousand people, at a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon
meeting in Bradford, he said that “ he took it” that “ the
great object of religion was to make a right earth.” Well,
he has "took it” wrongly. The great object ef religion has
always been to prepare men for heaven and keep them out of
hell. This earth was almost an accident in the problem, a
mere next to nothing. Christians are told to “ love not the
world.” This life has been styled a “ pilgrimage.” And
does not the hymn say—

Nothing is worth a thought beneath
But how we may escape the death
That never, never dies.

“ Heaven was then sure to be all right.” said Tom Mann—
that is, if earth was made all right. But what does he know
about this “ heaven,” whether all right or all wrong ? The
only heaven he really knows anything about exists on earth.
W=* advise him to stiik te that, and leer* the other heaven
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to the angels and the sparrows— creatures with wings, which,
by the way, Tom Mann has not spouted yet, though he is
beginning to talk like a five-o'clock-tea curate.

The Bradford, Daily Telegraph gives insertion to a capital
letter by Mr. J Grange on the utterance of Mr. Tom Mann in
Bradford. He shows that every good principle uttered by
Mr. Mann are really secularistia and have long been avowed
objects of the Secular party. Yet when these principles are
put forward by a man claiming to be religious, a section of
the Christian public regard them as something like a new
revelation.

There are evidently a number of men of God who would not
welcome Tom Mann into the Church. One writes to »
church paper asking if he has ever been baptised and con-
firmed. Another, the Vicar of Woolwich, calls attention to a
public declaration that he has severed himself from the
Church.

Muller's Orphanage has always been supported by “ prayer.”
That is, Muller prayed to the Lord, and a lot of people got
aware that he was doing it. By this means the funds were
brought in.  Bit somehow, when the fever crept into the
Orphanage, prayer was no use. Science had to be applied to
on that occasion.

Prayer doesn’'t seem quite as efficacious as it used to
be even in regard to subscriptions. In order to raise funds a
part of the Orphanage grounds hag been sold to the
speculative builder. This leads a Mr. G. F. Cole to appeal
for aid through the Bristol press. He suggests that ladies
should go out into the streets with collecting boxes, and that
the money thus obtained should be “ given as the city's
donation to the Orphanage.” Only the ladies must not
solicit, otherwise it would not be trusting to “ the sure
mercies of God.” Oh Mr. Cole, what a funny man you are 1
A lady standing in the street with a collecting box, labelled
“ Muller's Orphanage ” is not soliciting 1  Writing letters to
the newspapers is not soliciting either 1 Logic, thy name
is—well, not Christianity.

How these Christians love one another 1  Over at Jersey
there is a Rev. C. M Godfray, vicar of 8t. Simon’s (it ought
to be Simple Simon'’s, judging by the vicar), who is noted for
his High Church practices. To this man of God “ A True
Protestant ” sends an anonymous letter, asking why he
doesn’'t go over to the Church of Rome, and saying that be
ought to be pelted with rotten eggs. The man of God is less
impolite in his answer, printed in the local Post, but he
sneers at “ Protestantism ” like any Jesuit. Altogether, it is
a happy family, even in Jersey.

The Rev. R. Dolling, the Ridical High Churchman, of
Portsmouth, made a scene at the Winchester Diocesan
Conference, by demanding to know what the clergy had done to
relieve the monotony, the lack of public amusement, and the
unsanitary condition of the poor in the country. They had
in their own bands the schools, clubs, and influence of every
kind, and if they had done their duty, the Parish Councils
Bill would not hare been necessary to accomplish what they
had left undone. Loud cries of dissent accompanied Mr.
Dolling’s speech, and at this point the Bishop interposed.

An article on “ Our Disastrous Cathedral System ” in the
November number the Nineteenth Century, alludes to the
familiar fact that those who do the least work get the most
pay. This is but a Church improvement on the economical
teaching of Jesus, who apparently approved of the person
who worked only one hour getting as much as those who bore
the burden and heat of the day.

The Rev. Dr. Pius E Igar Mortara is to be appointed to a
chair of Theology at the University of Innsbruck. This is
recorded as an instance of the force of education, and the
triumph of injustice. For who is the Rev. Dr. PiusMortua?
lie is the circumcised son of Jewish parents, who resided
Bologna, in 1858. On June 23 of that year, officers of tbo
Inquisition entered their house, and forcibly removed the
child. The ground alleged was that the boy, then seven
years of age, had been secretly baptised by a Christian
maid-servant during a serious illness, which he had suffer®"
two years before. Pope Pias I1X. was appealed to, are
supported th« notion of tbn Inquisition, though ths
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'‘beral press of Europe rung with denunciations of this
injustice.  The parents never saw their child again, and he
pas turned out a good Catholic, much in the favor of the
mope.  We won(jer wjlat dd Jahveh thinks of it.

They could not get on with their swearing at the Cran-
rook Petty Sessions last week, one of the witnesses having
unwittingly pocketed the New Testament, and proceedings
Were, delayed until a constable was dispatched after the
missing book.

Norwich Cathedral is threatened with disaster, and a sum
° N2 000 is wanted to restore the fabric which has been
much affected lately by the weather. The roof and walls of
he symbolical “ Jesus Chapel ” are decaying. After a recent
hunderstorm, portions of some of the windows were found in

6 garden alongside. The dean and chapter ask for £5,200
nown to commence restoration.

The Rsv. George Whitehead, vicar of St. Andrew’s, North-
ampton, has had to pay £50 for slandering the master of
he St. Andrew’s National Schools.

The Rev. Horace Graham deserted his wife, leaving her
~Nith the sum of half-a-crown to live on, and went to live in
tyle at Clacton. On being summoned at the Lambeth
olice-court, he said he did not wish to shirk his responsi-
ihties. He made her the munificent offer of five shillings a
*eek. The magistrate made an order for twenty shillings
Pfr week and costs.

Booth has gained his case on appeal from a decision
awarding damages against him for injury done to a horse
«longing to the London General Omnibus Co. through
mstiveness, excited by a S. A. band in Edgware-road. He
Cn now order his instruments to strike up in whatever
°wded thoroughfare they please.

a religious census taken at Leeds, it appears that the

. nurch of England is very backward in that city of 372 000

habitants. It has but G2 churches with accommodation for

-000, while the Nonconformists have 126 buildings
Providing for 74,000.

A well-known eminent divine of Boston was also president
arailroad. He had occasion to go out into the railroad
~rd one day and witnessed the unloading of a car-load of
“8& The men were pitching them over in a careless manner,
as they were expensive, he remonstrated with the work-
One of the men gently told him to go to Hades—the
P°tite expression used to describe tbe torrid zone of the
ereafter for the wicked. *“ Oh, shame!” said the ex-clergy-
> “ epat's the last place you ought to send me to.”
*a*, | think you are right,” replied the workman ; “ there’s
0 doubt but it will be the last place you'll go to.”

~They have a counterpart to our prophet Baxter in the
oited State». His name is Lieut. Totten, and he predicts
j.U within six years J. C. will return and rebuild Jerusalem.
®e has given the.lie to a number of these cranks, and
# °bably the best way, is to let them wait for his merciless
~ythe. Bat as long as the belief in Bible inspiration lasts
may expect to see a fresh crop of these frauds and cranks
<Ponging Up directly others are mown down.

jjh e attitude of the clergy towards the Parish Councils
1 is very amusing They are, before all things, anxious
at the rights of villagers slaall be preserved, but they have a
t I0[ul consciousness that their own privileges may be
Tti e® The closer their wings are clipped the better.
Blrson has too long been “ the person ” of the parish,
1y his own will as though it were the revealed behest of

Almighty.

(o]

°f t), =~ atal Advertiser says that as far as making good men
fail 61r converf,>the missions are “ notorious and scandalous
lei‘Bent missionaries themselves are very far
be 8. ®R0Ve reproach, and the most charitable thing that can
friev* VIen is that they have failed—utterly and irre-
tbevaj'y failed—to achieve a hundredth part of the work
ar® *uppored to perform ” It continues : “ Asin warlike
@naland, in Pondoland the missionary is working on the
War and bloodshed j he seems determined to secure

h{n
*3» «vta at ths ritV of unrighteous war, end ia the care
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of Pondoland there are many who would rejoice to see his
Jesuitical designs frustrated.”

The Rev. T. Harrison, of Staplehurst, Kent, has been
finding a confirmation of the invasion of Palestine in the
Tel-el-Armana tablets. He says: “ Among the enemies
against whom help is invoked are the Abiri, easily recognised
as the Hebrews.” These names are easily recognise! if you
are determined to recognise them. But can Ur. Harrison
bring contemporary evidence of a people known as the
Hebrews at that date ?

At the Sheffield Police-Court (in the days of Albert Smith,
magistrate’s clerk), an Irishman was fined a small sum and
costs for being drunk. When he had paid the amount
he demanded a “ recate,” and of course as no receipt is given
for fines, etc, the Irishman became so excited, that he was
taken before the magistrate again, and to pacify him a
receipt was given him. Oae of the Bench, whose curiosity
was excited, asked the Irishman whatever was his reason for
being so particular about a receipt. The man said that
when he died and went to heaven they would ask him if he
had paid all his debts, he would answer, yes. And then if
the angel wanted to see his recates, he did not want to be
obliged to hunt over the plains of hell to find Albert Smith
to give him a recate.

Thomas Matthews, the keeper of the Gospel Mission Hall
at Thornton Heath, stands committed for trial on a charge of
assaulting four little girls, of ages between eleven and
thirteen, who were in the habit of attending the Band
of Hope there.

There was a regular Irish scene at the annual Synod of the
diocese of Down and Connor and Dromore, arising oat of a
motion by the Dean of Down to place on record a resolution
of thankfulness to God for the rejection of the Home Rule
Bill by the House of Lords.

James Fitzgerald got into a theological argument outside
the Y.M.C A’s. building, Mare-street, Hackney, last Sunday,
and became so vehement that he got run in, and was bound
over to keep the peace.

A knowing clergyman spoke at the Leeds Diocesan Con-
ference. He advised his clerical brethren not to advertise
forbidden fruit, as it was sure to be plucked. Oae clergyman
be knew had condemned a certain hookas not fit to read, and
the following week the bookseller sold fourteen copies, though
he had notsold one before.

The Buhop of Worcester has passed over all the eligible
curates in his own diocese and presented the living of
St. Thomas’s, Coventry, which is worth £300 a year, to
Eric Farrar, the son of his friend Cmoa Farrar, the well-
known pluralist of St. Margaret's, Westminster, where Farrar
the younger has been officiating as curate.

After all, preaching the gospel is one of the best trades
going. la most other occupations a man has to do some
work for his living, but in the gospel business there is little
need for exertion. It is this possibility of living in idleness
on the fat of the land that every year attracts such numbers
of the youth of Oxford and Cambridge to the Churoh.
Your average graduate of Oxford or Cambridge has as little
religion as any decent Pagan, but he takes to the pulpit all
the same.  Why to-day more thsu one-half of the clergy of
the Church of England are Freethinkers, but they manage,
by an effort of consummate hypocrisy, to disguise their
freethinking. The fat sinecures place an enormous premium
upon hypocrisy, and there is little to be wondered at
if the cultured youth of the Universities flock into a pro-
fession which, requiring little brain-power and less exertion,
rewards its devotees so handsomely.— Reynolds’.

Take this case. The Rsv. Richard Whittington is Rsctor
of St. Peter’s Church, Cornhill, and is held in high esteem by
bis parishioners and the City authorities. Hit income is
£2 300 a year, and tor that yearly sum he feeds 195 persons
with the Bread of Life. A nice Jit'le j >b this, you will say.
Most of us would be quite coltent with it as it s ands. Bit
this disciple of the Galilean Carpenter doesn't consider
it enough. At the last meeting of the Common Coancil, the
~syersed Richard appeared ie tnppsit i patltion that *
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new lease of premises should be granted the Midland Bank,
stating that if the lease were granted, his income would be
increased by £150 ayear. £2,450 a year for looking after
196 persons. Why are we not all parsons, and save one
another’'s soul's after the manner of the American town
in which the people all lived by taking in each other's
washing? How well one can understand the fits of pious
rage into which these men of God are thrown by the
mere word “ disendowment.” — Reynolds’.

Mr. J. Ellis MacTaggart has been lecturing on “ Pantheism
and Worship ” He argued that if the world was taken as it
stood, and called God, “ there was no meaning in worshipping
a God of that description.” “ The world as revealed to us
by science was totally indifferent to morality, and was hasten-
ing to tho freezing out of conscious life, which was a negation
of morality, since without consciousness morality could not
exist.” Well, according to Mr. MacTaggart, God is the per-
sonal author of and responsible for the world, and we see no
good in worshipping a God of that description.

A sad disaster has befallen St. Peter's Episcopal Church,
Edinburgh. During the temporary absence of the rector it
has been desecrated by a wicked Gornishman, who in the far
north contrived to get married to his deceased wife's sister
without being detected.. There will have to be an Act of
Eeparation like that which was used by direction of the
Bishop of London when St. Paul's was supposed to be dese-
crated by a suicide.

According to the Allahabad Pioneer, the Secretary of State
has ordered the dismissal from the service of Archdeacon
Noyes, whoso name was connected with an unpleasant scandal
at Mandalay last summer. The archdeacon was implicated
in offences which, according to St. Paul, were not so much as
mentioned among the Gentiles.

A strange story comes from Adrian, Michigan. Two
women, named Church, mother and daughter, were lodged in
gaol there last week charged with burglary. On the previous
Friday the two women donned male attire and burglarised
the house of Editor Stacey. After securing one load, they
left, but returned for more. In the meantime the robbery
was discovered and a watch was set, and after a desperate
resistance by the mother, who used as her weapon an insect
powder sprayer loaded with cayenne pepper, the pair were
arrested. They both bore good reputations in Tecumseh,
where they lived, and moved in the “ exclusive circles ” of
village society. Airs. Church was an active worker in the
church, and was at the head of two missionary societies ; the
daughter was employed in the office of a newspaper. It is
supposed the two pious women have been the perpetrators of
numerous recent robberies.

The suicide epidemic is so prevalent in Denmark that it
has been proposed to check them, if possible, by a law turning
over the bodies of all suicides to medical colleges for dissec-
tion. After-death punishment, even in hell fire and to all
eternity, has hitherto failed to have any appreciable effect.
Improvement of the conditions of the living is the one thing
needful.

Christian rowdyism at Freethought meetings seems to be
extending. Last Sunday week, at the afternoon meeting of
the Brighton Freethinkers on The Level, the bigots, appa-
rently disheartened at the failure of their (more or less)
orderly opposition to extinguish the gleam of reason falling
on this benighted town, descended to the use of force, and
the platform was broken in a malicious rush. Last Sunday
again a disturbance took place. Mr. Guest was lecturing, and
was listened to quietly to the end. Then the baser feelings
of the crowd were fired by a local Christian Evidence man,
who appeared to endeavor to out-do his London confreres in
the violence and malignity of his abusive language, so much
so, indeed, that a young S.A. officer, with whom he consorted,
was so disgusted that he quitted his society. After the
chairman had declared the meeting closed, however, this
Salvationist, who had given two speeches in opposition to the
lecturer, endeavored by force to storm the platform, for the
purpose of further addressing the audience. This the chair-
man properly resisted, whereupon a general scuffle took place,
the stand was smashed, some severe blows were exchanged, hats
Were bashed, the lecturer received some Christian spittle on the
face, and the secretary and lecturer had ultimately to be
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escorted by the police, followed by a howling mob, to the
shelter of the police-station.

On the way, one gaunt Salvation lassie shook her finger in
Mr. Guest's face, and, with hate gleaming from her eyes, told
him he would go to hell for ever. “ Will you be there?
asked the latter. “ No,” she replied. “ Then there's a
crumb of comfort in that,” was the rejoinder. “ | shall be
in heaven,” said the girl, “ and shall see you writhing in
hell ” ; and her face lighted up with the beatific prospect.

The St. Pancras Guardian reports the inaugural meeting
of the N.W. London Branch of the Christian Evidence Society,
which was blessed by the Eev. Mr. Waterman, a gentleman
who professes great charity towards “ infidels.” It was also
stated that the Eev. E. F. Horton, of Hampstead, had con-
sented to become a vice-president. Mr. Horton has the
reputation of a gentleman, and we beg to draw his attention
to the sweet reasonableness of some of the persons he is
patronising. One of the speakers referred to the “ horrible
and debasing teaching of Atheism.” We notice that another
“ very aptly compared infidels to rats.” Mr. Horton is hardly
the man, we believe, to countenance such language. He is
probably quite ignorant of the kind of Christian advocates
who have secured his patronage. When he learns what are
their temper and methods, we should imagine he will deny
them the use of his name. If he does not, he Will suffer in
reputation from the company he keeps.

St. Philip’s, Church, Paddington, is to be demolished,
it having been very poorly attended for many years past.
The Bishop of London is also having a commission of inquiry
as to the propriety of uniting certain London city parishes
where the churches are but badly attended.

The Eev. J. D. Mullins, secretary of the Church Missionary
Society, boasts that “ a servant girl sent up an envelope con-
taining four five pound notes as an offering to the work.’
This seems to us very much like glorying in one’s shame.

There is a pretty squabble at Erith as to whether the new
cemetery shall be “ consecrated ” or “ dedicated.” The parish
is to be polled on the question. If it cannot be settled that
way, we suggest that a poll be taken of the corpses, ft
really seems their question after all.

The Christian World does not take kindly to the Variorum
Teachers’ Bible. The learning of it is all right, there i9
* solid and valuable information of a kind,” but the editors
are accused of “ regarding the average English Bible reader
as a great baby, who must, in these matters, be fed with milk
and not with meat.” Yes, but if they fed him with meat, he
would soon leavo school, and the teachers can’'t afford to

lose him.

" There are not wanting Bigns,” says the Eev. Dr-
Fairbairn, “ that the Church is seeking reconciliation with
the working classes.  But as yet there are no signs that the
working classes are inclined to meet the Church.” Of course
not.  The sheep are not likely to attend a convention called

by the wolves.

Christian Socialism is to have a penny monthly magazine»
edited by Canon Scott Holland, who should write an opening
article on “ Blessed be ye poor,” and one to follow on “ Sell
that thou hast and give to the poor.” This is Christian
Socialism, as taught by Jesus Christ.

When a lady novelist gets hold of Jesus Christ we may
expect some rare developments. Marie Corelli, in her new
novel Barabbas, introduces J. C. with a *“ fair body.”
talks of his “ bare, rounded arms,” and gloats over his “ extra-
ordinary physical beauty.” “ What height and muscle !” she
exclaims, “ what plenitude of vigor.” His “ muscular force

“ mighty,” and then his “ rich, agonised voice !”

irse this is all due to the lady’'s fancy. A sentimental
female’s ideal of a male is something big, muscular, Her'
culean— Samson with a dash of Adonis. But the Prophet ot
Nazareth, according to tradition, was nothing to look at, being

plain and almost ill-featured.

The gospel writers padded out their romance with miracl®8
Miss Corelli could have taught them a better trick.
introduces Judith Iscariot and love passages with Caiaphas-
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, Novembor 12, Hall of Science, 112 Old-street, B.O. :
1L15, “ Can Wages be Raised?” ; 7, “ The Pillars of Priest-
craft.” (Free ; reserved seats, 6d. and 3d.)

November 19, Hall of Science; 26, Tynesido.

Decembers, Leicester; 10, Liverpool; 17 and 24, Hall of
Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

N .C harles Watts' Engagements.—Nov. 12, Town Hall,
Birmingham; 19, Manchester; 26, Birmingham. Dec. 3 and
10. Hall of Science, London; 17, Birmingham.—AIl com-
munications for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (if a reply
18 required a stamped and addressed envelope must be
enclosed) at Baskerville Hall, The Orescent, Birmingham.
Richard—Pleased to hear that you are going to form a
Branch at Ryhope. Miss Vance has forwarded you all the
necessary information and printed material.
Teuelove—Sorry we cannot find room. It is only a repe-
tition of what has been said a hundred times in our columns.

Belta—We quite agree with you that Matthew Arnold’s
Literature and Doyma should bo read by Freethinkers and
circulated by them as widely as possible. The popular
edition, being published at 2s. 6d., and purchasable for
Is-lid., is within the reach of most book-buyers. By the
~ay, the famous passage on tho Trinity, likening it to three
Lord Shaftesbury’s, was omitted from all editions of the
nook after Mr. Foote’s trial before Lord Coleridge. Mr. Foote
road the passage in his defence,

r- Roe.—Please direct your Lecture Notices to us, and not to

pMr. Forder. Our address is 14 Clerkenwell-groen, E.C.

T. N.—Thanks. Soe paragraph. If Mr. Foote ever has
lime to visit Jersey, whose beauties he has often heard of,
ue will be glad to have that “ heartiest of welcomes from a
small, though sturdy, band of Secularists.”

J. N.—We do not publish an Index to the Freethinker. The
Christian Evidence Society does not believe in debate. It
has always refused to arrange for a set discussion between
noe of its representatives and a representative of [tho
National Secular Society. Debates have taken place, but not

mp'with the C.E.S.’s assistance or sanction.

~mWestern— Thanks for cuttings.

J. Bartlett, sec. Camberwell Branch N.S.S., desires to
know the present address of Mr. Crisfield.

Herbert.—Yes, the press is getting alive to the fact that

v Hreothought is extending.

Benevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges :

x- C. G. Boss, 10s.

* BAb.—Glad to hear that you are now able to obtain the Free-
thinker through a newsagent. Wo hope he won't be fright-
ened by tho parson. The number of members of tho N.S.S.
cannot be given without the sanction of the Conference or
Iho Executive. Nor is it easy to determine the number of
niernbors in such avoluntary Society. Arrears are sornetimos

> Paid up after a lapse or two or throo years.
oserr Brown, sec. N.E. Secular Federation, has removed to

Northbourno-streot, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Branch socre-
tarios will please note.
«C. Dodson.—Tho “ infidel-slayer ” in question enjoins upon
Christians to refrain from opposing Freethought lectures, or
®/@n attending them. His friends cannot grumble, thero-
ferc, if*you return tho compliment. Let them arrange for a
8Bt debate if they want something in that lino. Mr. Foote
s\l try and offer you a date for Huddersfield.

L Brown suggests that Freethinkers should go to St. Paul’s
Cathedral on a fixed Sunday. He thinks it would help to
liberalise tho proacliers and hasten disestablishment.

<H. P,—Froothought journals are not maintained to enable
Christians to publish articles ; though, for our part, wo have
never denied room to a well-written aud courteous reply to
nno of our contributors. Freethought does not mean helping
m propagate what you disbelieve, otherwise Freethinkers
should subscribe to churches and chapels. It moans allow-
ing every man to advocate his own ideas—at his own
treuble and expense. There are plenty of Christian papers
*°r Christians to write in, and whilo that is so they need
~not come to us for publicity.

jj' Z,—Cuttings aro always welcome.
°Nkwall Jackson's.—Received with thanks.

ciated.

'enTuni{ Notices, Etc., should bo written on postcards or

m envelopes marked outside, aud be sent to 14 Clerkenwell-

Oor °n’ London, E.O.

nKSRONDKNCK should roach us not later than Tuesday if a
®ply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the roply

Pa ands over till the following weok.

Ends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by

p/rarking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Received.—Der Liohtfreund—Boston Investigator—
P'n Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel
Western Figaro — Liberator—Liberty—Clarion—Flaming

Much appre-
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Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaren—La Raison-

Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—Do Dageraad—a
Church Reformer—Hampshire Observer—Chat—Isle of Man

Times—West Sussex Gazette—Allahabad Pioneer—Hackney

and Kingsland Gazette—Kensingtou News— Bradford Daily

Telegraph—Islington Gazette— Lucifer—Natal Advertiser—

Essex Weekly News—Bromsgrove Messenger—Bournemouth

Chronicle—Secular Thought.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor.
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi-
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One
Year, 10s. 6d.; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale op Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special
terms for repetitions.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will
receive the number in a colorod wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote is now lecturing at the London Hall of Science
for two Sundays. To-day (Nov. 12) his morning subject is
an economical one—*“ Can Wages be Raised?” In the
evening he delivers a new lecture on *“ The Pillars of
Priestcraft.” It will be remembered that the admission
is free.  Seats in the body of the hall have to be paid for,
but the gallery, which runs round three aides of the hall, is
open without charge of any kind, though the persons who sit
there have an opportunity of dropping something into the
box as they pass out. Freethinkers should try to induce as
many as possible of their Christian friends to attend.

Mr. Foote’s lectures at Nottingham on Sunday were a
decided success. Owing to the terrorising of the proprietors
and lessees of halls in the town, no charge could be made
for admission, and the Branch had to depend entirely upon
collections. Unfortunately the seating accommodation was
not enough to cover the whole area of the Co-operative Hall,
and a great many people (including, we are sorry to say,
Borne ladies) had to stand. The audiences were very large
for Nottingham; they were also very friendly, not to Bay
enthusiastic; and the Branch committee was highly pleased
with the day’s proceedings. A notable feature of the evening
meeting was the presence of a considerable number of ladies.
Many persons in the audience heard Mr. Foote for the first
time, several of them being Christians tempted by the “ free
admission.” One of these, a young fellow, was overheard to
say to his companion, " Well, I wouldn’t have missed this
for a treat. | thought it was something quite different.”
Exactly so. Christians are prejudiced against Freethought
by the Black Army, and the prejudice too often keeps them
from coming into any sort of contact with it; but when
they do come in contact with it, they find it is not so bad a
thing after all, and some of them get to like it wonderfully.

Mr. Atkey took the chair in the morning, Mr. Hooper in
the afternoon, and Mr. Anderson in the evening. Mr.
Stapleton, the able and zealous secretary, was busy in other
directions. Such men as these, to say nothing of other good
workers, ought to win a brilliant success for the Nottingham
Branch. It has labored under many difficulties for some
time, but the prospect is now brightening, and it is intended
to carry on an active propaganda this winter.

Special lecturers from London or elsewhere will evidently
for some time have to address free meetings at Nottingham.
Still, the Branch is far from being discouraged. The
collections on Sunday were extremely satisfactory, and if
subsequent ones turn out as good the Branch will be able to
hold its own nearly as well as under the old arrangement.
Sometimes, indeed, it may do better ; for instance, when the
lecturer is comparatively unknown, and people would
hesitate to pay to hear him.

Mr. Foote’s morning lecture at Nottingham was on “ The
Coal War,” and two-thirds of the collection was promised for
the miners’ relief. It has been forwarded to the Daily
Chronicle.

After his release from prison, early in 1884, Mr. Foote
wanted to viait Derby, which was then as now i«presentsd in
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Parliament by Sir William Hircourfc, who stood up in bis
privileged place as Home Secretary and grossly slandered the
editor of the Freethinker. " Liberal " as Darby was, not a
single hall could be obtained for a lecture by Ur, Foote.
Beveral attempts to obtain one have b3ea mide sinca, but all
were unsuccessful until quite recently, when by what we are
afraid was a fluke the Athenaeum Hall, in connexion with the
Roval Hotel, was secured for Monday evening, N)v. G Mr,
Foote’s lecture on “ Why | cannot be a Christian” drew an
excellent and—what was hardly expected—an extremely
orderly audience. Mr Hooper came over from Nottingham
to take the chair, and made a neat introductory speech.
The lecture was listened to with deep attention, and very
warmly applauded. Two orthodox Christians offered
opposition, and were followed by Mr. Hyde, a Swedenborgian
minister, who created a very favorable impression by his
evident courtesy and sincerity. The lecturer’'s reply appeared
to give great satisfaction. There was a good sale of
literature at the bookstall, which should lead to an increase
in the local circulation of the Freethinker.

Mr. Foote was thoroughly pleased with his first visit to
Derby. He was happy to find that the Branch means busi-
ness during the winter. Many of its members are earnest
and intelligent young men, full of " go.” A room has bsen
engaged for regular meetings. It will hold nearly two
hundred persons, and Mr Hooper is going over again next
week to deliver the first of a course of lectures there. We
wish the Derby Branch all the success it deserves, and that
is a good deal. The town is very bigoted, but an impression
will be made upon it by “ pegging away.”

Mr. G. J. Holyoake met with a cordial reception at Liver-
nool on Sunday last. His last previous appeirance on the
Freethought platform in Liverpool was in 1878. To the
greater number of local Freethinkers Mr. Holyoake was
known only through his writings, but he has many admirers
outside the Freethought party; and at the close of the
evening lecture several gentlemen took the opportunity of
testifying to their appreciation of Mr. Holyoake's long and
useful career. Tais was Mr. Holyoake's first outing since his
recent accident, and he was so anxious to meet his Liverpool
friends once more that he made the journey against the
advice of his doctors ; but every provision for his comfort
was made by the president of the Branch, and we may con-
fidently hope no evil consequences will result from the
venture.

Our readers will no doubt be pleased to know that Mr.
Charles Watts has returned from his American trip in excel-
lent health, ready for a good winter's work in Secular propa-
gandista. He arrived on Friday evening, Nov. 3, in the
“ Campania,” after a pleasant and rapid voyage of five days,
twelve hours, and seven minutes. This is the quickest
passage that has ever beon done between New York and
Queenstown.

Mr. Watts speaks very highly of our Freethought friends
in the United States and Canada, and he has but one regret
in connection with his American visit, and that is his inability
to see Col. Ingersull, who was thousands of miles from New
York on a lecturing tour. Mr. Watts, however, wrote the
Colonel, stating how anxious we all are on this side of the
Atlantic to see and hear him in England. We hope to be
able shortly to publish his reply.

The last few days Mr, Watts was in New York he spent
with the able editor of the Truthseeker, Mr. E. M. Macdonald,
and Mr. S. P. Putnam. Bath these gentlemen sent hearty
greetings to their Eaglish co-workers. The Truthseeker is the
leading Freethought journal of the United States, and we
are happy to hear that its circulation is constantly increasing.
Its editor sends an urgent invitation by Mr. Watts to Mr.
Foote to visit America at as early a date as possible.

We wish to remind our readers in the Midland dist ricts
that Mr. Charles Watts will lecture this (Sunday) evening,

Nov. 12, in the Town Hall, Birmingham, taking for hi*
subject, "Doe* Death End All?” As the hall is cipaKhsof
holding several thousands, we hopo our friends will rally ia

good force on the occasion,

Miss Vanee desires jestufar» to give her Immediate no (ice
cf say ting* ef idlreri f«r iauAlca ia the Aimeaack*
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Mr. 0. J. Hunt lectures at the London Hill of Science next
Wednesday evening (Nov. 15) on " Man's Duty and Responsi-
bility.” The subject is an important one, aad the admission
is free to all parts of the hall, and there should be a large

attendance.

A new departure in the proceedings of the Lecturers'
Training Class at the Hill of Science will be inaugurated.
Previous to the commencement of the reading of papers and
debates thereon, Mr. 8am Standring will give instruction in
the composition of lectures, and young speakers are requested
to bring reporters’ note-books with them. Mr. Staudring
will occupy half an hour (from 8 till 8.30). when the class
will proceed as usual, under the chairmanship of Mr. Geo-
Ward. These meetings take place on Tuesday evenings, and
all members of the N.S.S. are invited.

We see from the Kensington New3 that the West London
Secular Society has made a good start at the hall of tbs
Hammersmith Club. This Thursday Mr. T. Parris discourses
on "Christianity and Devil Worship.”

We regret to see from Fritankaren that Mr. Viktor Lenn-
strand is seriously ill. Mr. Knut Wicksell is conducting the
paper, and gives a translation of Mr. Foote's artiole on
“ Harvest Thanksgivings.”

Mr. W. E. Addis, who after editing a Citholic Dictionary
on behalf of the Mother Church, turned Uaitarian and went
to a church connected with that body at Melbourne, has put
forward a volume on the Documents oj the llexateuch, il
which he adopts the views of Kuenen and Wellhausen as to
the late and post-exilic origin of the priestly portion of the
writings ascribed to Moses.__

Mr. Robert Wallace, M.P., has a notable article in the
November Fortnightly Review on "Tae Psychology of Libor
and Capital.” It is very brightly written, and full of shrewd
common sense. Mr. Wallace regirds the Capitalist as a not
very loveable, but an indispensable, member of society. How
to convert his cupidity into altruism is a difficult problem.
“ The Church has been trying it,” Mr. Wallace says, "for a
period of about two thousaad years. What speed his it
made? Toe capitalist goes to church, perhaps subscribes—
largely— for the Sunday show, and then he is himself ag*'n
for the next six days. Indeed, the Church itself is to a great
extent a paying concern. The reproduction of Christ, the
preaching and professed practice of self-sacrifice is a genteel
business, at which gentlemen of enterprise will sometimes
clear their £10,000 or £15,000 a year,”

The close of Mr, Wallace's article does not betray much
belief in Kingdom-Gome. He deprecates the mad enthusiasm
as to sotting up new heavens and a new earth. " The existing
heavens and earth,” he says, " are the only thing of the kind
we are ever likely to have, and all that wa can do is to keep
it in repair, and treat it to the usual spring cleaning an®®
periodic painting. Life, in its very highest form, is not going
to be for any of us a rest in any realised ideal, but a pef*
petual pegging away and patching away at a very imperfect
and continually wasting actuality, until that final and only
rest comes, on which the tragic drawback is that we Bhallnot

be aware of it when it has arrived.”

De Dageraad opens with an important study of the
"Romish Mysteries of Mithras,” by A. J. Rottevilte. These
mysteries had an undoubted influence on the development oi

Christianity. Herr R itteville has evidently examined the
subject thoroughly. We notice that he refers to all the hes
authorities, Mr. C. 8. Wake’s Evolution of Morality beinfj

the only work dealing with the subjert which we fi°
unmentioned. Some poetry on the great Dutch Freethinker!
" Multatuli,” follows. The "Universal Review,” as u,a*’
gives a number of interesting items from all puts of t1

world.

Colonel Ingersoll his been discoursing to crowded audieno®*
in tho Theatre ludianopolit. Interviewed by the Indian”™p" IS
Sun, ho is reported as saying: “ It fills my heart with]Y¥
to see that the people of the world are boginniog to thin
and to inquire what good it does to appeal to gods, ”
Whom no response hac over come. Of what beueit i* ]l
merect churches and oathedrali and install over them Prl
I uni siclisiisti» »ho aothlig ew * ef tfee fatur#’
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the lowliest street urchin? It's all a mistake, and | long to
ie® day when the Churches of this country will be com-
pelled to turn over into the coffers of the government taxes
oa the 40,000,000 dollars’worth of property which they
control. | believe in doing away with simulacrums and worship-
ping humanity.”

It is the custom of the students of the Missouri State
University at Columbia to choose by ballot the person who
@®@nall address them at the commencement. One year the
acuity was greatly disgusted to find that after the most
sithful religious teaching for the past session a majority of
ae ballots had the name of “ Bob Ingersoll 7 on them. But
ae faculty as a returning board threw out the votes.

The Blackburn Branch has had some difficulty in obtaining
® suitable room, but has at length fixed upon one at the

ojwarket, near Market-place, where discussions will be
carried on during the winter on Sunday evenings.

A meeting of the Huddersfield Branch will take place in
°- 9 Room of the Friendly Societies’ Club, Northumberland-
rest, on Tuesdty, Nov. 14, at 8, for important business.
*friends are cordially invited.

The Edmonton Freethinkers have taken a good hall at the
8embly Rooms, 8ilver-street, for the ensuing winter,

~natuencing Nov. 19- Aay local Freethinkers willing to
Sst, musically or otherwise, will please communicate with
=Margetson.

The Tea and Soiree at the Hall of Science on Wednesday,
fri°T Wa® *n every wa7 a success. A large number of
‘ends from all London Branches spent a very enjoyable
~suing, and it is satisfactory to learn that the funds of the
odon Secular Federation were benefited to an appreciable
j. 8 Arrangements are already in hand for the annual
Dtler to take place early in January.

,The London Freethinkers’ Annual Ball and 8ocial, under
0j6 @,pices of the N S.S Executive, takes place at the Hall
ti LKc'ence on Wednesday evening, December G The
- ets(ls) are now on sale.  Those who intend to join this
Th ~ look forward to a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
div°ss- do nO™ ~incO> or those who do but wish to
srsify their pleasure, will find a good entertainment
°Tlded in the Minor Hall.
g~ 8°°d many applications for shares in the National
uiar Hali Society (Limited) have been received at the
hn u #nce ®r8t weOk in October. Still, there are
evP °i Freethinkers who could take a share or two, or
ti. ~more, who have not yet done so. We appeal to

rsall *° tran8]ale their good wishes into aetions. All that is
aj y Wanted is a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull

the*”el”™er’ and our BOOJi cra”™ 80011 i10 8a”e *n Por™ ®y
of January we should like to see a clear prospect of

of ig 'DB the Hall of Science premises during the summer
he We beg every Freethinker to see at once how far
Nal?* »bout this happy consummation. The
taak 08t 1B valuable. It is a myriad little streams that

e WP the mighty river.

CHRISTIANITY AND TIIE COAL WAR.

?()iu otnf°rted, oh ye householders, who have had to buy your
y6 y the hundredweight at famioo prices ; be comforted, oh
of, anufacturers, who liavo had to close your works for want
Ga ,> and thus to throw your unfortunate workmen out of

to oko NGV cOomferiod> °h y° s°nB °f toil, who havo had
the Oli“a precarious existence, supported by union funds, or
GteC T 08ity y°ur more fortunate fellow-men; be
den°min < “ay, for have not a number of “ Christians of all
to Pro» , tl008 ” held a solemn Conference, and joined together
la6th(,j O Almighty God “ that a Christian spirit and Christian
°a thiR °f Sec" r',IB mutual agreement may bo brought to boar
Vjd 0l llu* a" future misunderstandings between employer
ikand{.l'lllyed ? ”  This remarkable demonstration, as the
Qflown er Guardian calls it, to which *“ all Christian
"el] ar8 al<l colliers in tho neighborhood (of Manchester),

g W 8aHother followers of the Mastor,” wero invitod, was
;edly advertised, and was hold in the Star Hull, Anooats,

» Man iI’ 00 October 17. It was reported at some length iu
" ‘«Bter newspapers, and occasioned a considerable
O'Jrrsipoudeitce therein, for I huvs by ce, as |

o
1
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write, seven letters which have appeared in the Manchester
Guardian, and | have no doubt there have been letters on the
subject in the other Manchester newspapers.

Some fifty of the leading coalowners, and about as many
leading miners and miners’ agents of the Manchester district,
were asked to sign the circular convening the Conference, but
of the twenty-six signatures to the circular, I cannot find that
any are signatures of either coalowers, miners, or miners’
agents, although nearly every trade and business is repre-
sented, from bakers to ironmasters and cotton-spinners.

I was reading, to-day, that at some meetings recently no
chairman was appointed, but that the Holy Ghost was
announced as occupying that position; this procedure was not
followed at the Star Hall Conference, possibly on account of-
the d.fficulty of finding the Holy Ghost and tendering him the
invitation to bo present in the chair, or it may bo that
the conveners were afraid that an invisible and intangible
chairman would not be able to keep order in a meeting of
“ Christians of all denominations.” Be that as it may”.thei
Conference was presided over by Mr. F. W. Orossley, who is a
gas-engine manufacturer, and is principally distinguished, |
believe, by his fondness for and liberality to “ General ”
B >oth and his motley army; if I am wrong, perhaps some
Manchester reader will correct me. The Conference com-
menced with the singing of a hymn, after which the chairman
read one passage of Scripture, and then addressed the meeting.
He asked : “ Why had the strike taken place atall ?” “ What
was God'’s object in putting men into the world ?” To me it
is not obvious what connection the second question has to the
first; nobody, so far as | know, has affirmed that God put men
into tho world to strike, in fact the number of people who
affirm that Ged put men into the world at all is becoming less
and less, owing very largely to the circulation of tho
Freethinker and similar papers. Mr. Crossley, so far as | can
see, left it to a later speaker to answer his first question, but
Freethinkers will be interested to learn that Mr. Crossley
attempted to answer tho second question. He informs us that
he thinks (he is wise not to dogmatise) “ that God put men
into this world to give thorn an opportunity for spiritual
heroism, and to enable them to seizo an opportunity, such as
that presented to them by the strike, to show that spiritual
quality which Jesus Christ came into the world to show.”
As no strikos seem to have occurred during Jesus Christ’s
life on earth, or if any occurred they have escaped mention,
it is not easy to say what Christ's attitude to strikers would
be; but it soems to me that one who said “ It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter into tho kingdom of God,” would hardly give any active
support to tho colliers in their efforts to resist a reduction in
wages.

After the speech of the chairman, a number of persons
offered prayer. | am unable to give their names, which is
unfortunate; for assuredly they should not be buried in
oblivion, but should be handed down, that future generations
might read of tho names of those who in 1893 attempted to
persuade the Deity to terminate tho coal war, for the existence
of which ho should be held responsible. After the praying
came tho evont of the evening, the reading of a paper by Mr.
Frank Spence, a chemical manufacturer of Manchester, who is
well known by his hatred of and war against alcohol and
tobacco. lie commenced by expressing a hopo that he should
not he called a busytiody if he ventured to ask, “ What is it
all about?’ Ho had three reasons for his hope. (1) He had
made himself intimately acquainted with tho suffering caused
to the miners and other workmen and their families by the
coal stoppage. (2) lie was a partner in a firm whose manu-
facturing profits had been completely wiped out in two large
works by tho coal famino. (3) Ho was a Christian, and was
convinced that tho stoppage had sot back tho clock of human
progress moro than had any event in modern time; it had
renewed bitter class hatred, and had converted working men
to socialistic, if not anarchic, views. Tho real question to
every Christian, said Mr. Spenco, was, who is responsible to
God for tho hunger, disease, and untimely deaths, the class
hatred, and tho money loss? He could not believe that
private colliery owners would have conceived and carried out
the policy which was being pursued, and which, if persisted
in much longer, would certainly bring the country to ruin.
They all knew that men did not hesitate to do things as mem-
bers of boards or corporations which they would scorn to do
in their individual capacity. He believed that there would be
a day of reckoning at the bar of God for this cruel, arbitrary
and unnatural attempt to ignore and trample on his beneficent
and irrevocable laws. He concluded by moving a lengthy
resolution expressing the views of his paper, and also recording
the conviction of the Conference that the enormous rational
expenditure of £140,000,000 annually on drink was a fruitful
and permanent cause of bad trade.

I may remark en passant that in a loiter arising out of the
Conference, Mr. S. onco has a tilt against tobacco, especially
in tho form of cigsrottes. Tho chairman, in closing tho Con-
f-rence, said that, while ho sympathised with Mr. Sponce, he
did not want exactly to bo a party to the line that he, in his

judgment, had seen fit to put before them. He (the chairman;
felt that their lino at that meeting was an appeal is Deo w
direct then to o tettlemcnt of lhs d(ni,ti,9r
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Although my account of this interesting Conference has
already run to some length, | cannot conclude without making
two or three comments which have occurred to me. 1 should
have thought that in reading a paper at a Conference such as
this, it would have been better to leave out personal pecuniary
considerations, but Mr. Spence evidently thinks diiferently.
Ho seems as much affected by his manufacturing profits being
wiped out as by the distress and privation around him. | hope
I do not wrong him ; that is the impression | get from his
paper. Mr. Spence also says he believed there would be a day
of reckoning for this attempt to ignore tho benevolent and
irrevocable laws of God. But which laws did he mean? Did
not God sanction slavery ? Were | a collier 1 think | would
rather leave the matter to the judgment of men than of God.

| suppose that most of those who attended the Conference
did so in hope—nay more, in the expectation—that their
prayers would be answered. Certainly some may have gone
with a feeling that prayer could do no harm, and might do
some good. The Conference, however, took placo on Oct. 17,
and weeksTiave elapsed without a settlement taking place; so
that | fear the 250 who attended the Conference must bo some-
what disappointed, although | cannot expect that it will weaken
their belief in the efficacy of prayer. 1 am puzzled to know,
if Messrs. Crossley, Spence and Co. were so convinced that the
intervention of “ Almighty God ” was necessary for the ending
of this disastrous struggle, why did they not call this Con-
ference earlier, instead of waiting till the struggle had lasted
nearly three months? Assuming for a moment that God exists,
and that he possesses the attributes usually assigned to him,
he must have known all about the Coal War before it began ;
he must have known what suffering it would cause. He did
not exert his omnipotent right arm, and yet he is a God of
Love ! Again, if he knew all about the crisis, what need is
there to toll him of it? Is it likely that the God who is the
same to-day as yesterday, and is without variableness or
shadow of turning, is to be turned from his purpose by a Con-
ference of “ Christians of all denominations,” or by a thousand
such conferences ?

Bather, | say, let us quit prayer to God, and devote ourselves
to serving our fellow-men more than we have done in the past;
let us do without conferences to ask God’s intervention, and
employ the time thus saved in doing something to relieve the
distress around us. We shall thus have the consciousness of
having done well, which will surely be more precious to us than
the remembrance that we havo besought God to intervene, that
we have cast the burden upon him, and may now fold our arms
and wait for him to act. Alpha.

I'VE TWO STRINGS TO MY BOW.

Freethinkers are sometimes made to defend themselves
against the impudent attacks of officers of the Salvation Army.
Somo experience of this kind fell to my lot tho other day.
Going on ajourney of about a hundred miles, I found myself
in a compartment with a solitary gentleman—the others had
loft at tho last call. When tho train was again in motion, the
solitary gentleman leaned towards me and said : “ Aro you on
the Lord’s side ?”

This question was so far from railway language that | didn’t
catch its moaning at once; then he repeated the question. It
is difficult for me to talk aloud in tho noise of a railway
carriage. But this unexpected and abrupt manner of my
fellow traveller rather put me on my metal, and | replied :
“ Which lord—a lord of tho earth, or a lord not of tho earth ?”
I might truthfully havo answered in the negative, for there is
no lord that I know who needs tho help of a humble reader of
the Freethinker like myself.

“ The Lord of both,” he replied; “ Lord of heaven and
earth, both.”

“ There is nothing that |
cription,” | said.

“ But | know there is. Knowledge of the Lord is in my
heart,” he replied, pointing to his breast.

“ 1 don't seem to understand you. | fear that you are under
a delusion.”

“If itis a delusion, it is a pleasant delusion of thirteen
years' standing.”

“ Then it is full time that you woke up into reality.”

“ It is a reality.”

* Oh, that's nonsense.”

“ When | was converted, God told me it is a reality ; and
you will see it is a reality when you are on your death-bed.”

“ Oh, that's a prophecy. It is no use prophesying to mo,
because | don’t believe in prophecy. | suggest to my friends
that they should only prophesy that which they know.”

Holding up his two fingers, he said : “ | havo two strings to
my bow.”

“ Thon you have ono too many; they can’'t both be true.”

“ The death-bed repentances you mention are mainly a pack
of falsehoods.”

In this way we talked till the train came to a stand and more
passengers came into our compartment, and our discussion
ceased, and was not renewed or continued during the journey.

It is evident that the question, “ Are you on the Lord'’s
side ?” is a subtle question which the superior officers of the

know that answers to your des-
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S.A. have adopted. | heard it put at an open-air meeting, and
it was added, Because if you are not on the Lord’s side you
must be on the other side, which he was careful not to describe»
but left us to ask ourselves which side is that ?

The Salvation officer expressed his sorrow for me in not
knowing the Lord. I, in my turn, replied that | was sorry for
him, who appeared to be a lost victim of superstition. *“ 1
know what it is; | was once like you, and lived in your street.
Thinking from this that he had met me before somewhere, |
asked, “ Which street was that?” * The street of sin and
wickedness.” This reply tickled me so that I had a hearty
laugh, for which | ought to feel grateful to him, for | always
fancy that a laugh does me good. Among tho fresh arrival of
passengers into our compartment there seemed to be raw
material for him to work up. He did not, however, try iton
during the presence of John Skinnee.

THE GADABENE SWINE.

Sure, of all the silly twaddle

That is likely most to addle

All the addle-able noddles of our line,
There’s nothing half so farcial,
To a mind that is impartial,

As the story of the devils and tho swine.

In the pamphlets called the Bible—
Ancient, artless, artful libel
On the Cosmos and its majesty sublime—
It appears that Christ the savior
Did exhibit such behavior
As is only seen in madness or in mime.

Wo are told that, after sailing
In a boat that needed bailing,
Ho, in Gadara, in safety did debark,
Whore he met a horrid creaturo
Who disdained to hide a feature,
Being naked with a nudeness that was stark.

Now, this godly-imaged “ varmint,”
Though possessing not a garment,
Was of devils tho possessor, and possessed
But, while ho was lodging legions
From the loco-foco regions.
Ho himself,poor man, was neither lodged nor dressed-

When this locomotive lodging,

From the tombs, whore ho was dodging,

Saw his follow madman, Jesus, ho did run,
Shrieking forward in liis madness,

And addressed the Man-of-sadness

As the high and mighty Devil-Maker’s Son.

Then the milder-touod fanatic,

In a manner quito dramatic,

Ordered all tho man’s inhabitants to quit;
Whereupon, tho noisy lodgers,
Being very artful dodgers,

Asked for other lodgings whither they might flit.

Now, it liapponed, says our reading,

That a herd of swine was feeding,

Not a great way from this memorable spot,
So the devils all petitioned
That the pigs bo requisitioned,

Not as food, but merely lodging for tho lot.

Well, though Christ was not tho owner,

He assumed tho role of donor,

And quite coolly gave the imps tho porcine leaso;
So the human was forsaken
For tho quick, potential bacon,

Into which the devils went, a pig apiece.

But, no sooner had these tourists

From the “ Sheol ” of the purists

Settled comfortably down within the swine,
Than the pigs began a-sgoaling,
Like Salvationists a-kneeliDg,

And skedaddled down a vory steep incline.

This incline had such a gradient

As made all the pigs “ obadient,”

Then, with earnestness that nothing could excel,
They unanimously bounded
To the sea, where all wore “ drowndod "—

Of their lodgers’ fate, tho story doesn'’t tell.

Now this story clearly teaches.
What our worldly-wisdom preaches—
Don’t destroy tho goods of others, but attend
To the “ Buie ” that's nearly “ golden,”
Nor believe in Nick, the “ Old 'Un,” .
Lest, like Christ, you reach a bad and awful en

G. L. Macks**1*
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CORRESPONDENCE.

MANCHESTER “ LAW AND ORDER.”
TO THE EDITOR OP “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Your paragraph in the Freethinker, respecting the
ecent conviction of myself and Mr. Taylor for “ obstruc-
[10n™ at Ardwick, does not tell the worst part of the business.
As regards myself, it is true that | went into the police-station
0 bail out a prisoner, but he was not an Anarchist, as your
paragraph would lead one to suppose, and his only offence was
hat he had hooted at the police. | knew him somewhat inti—
lately as a Secularist, or | should not have concerned myself
n“je matter. Both myself and Mr. Taylor were hustled about
hhtil we protested, and then wo were promptly “ runin.” The
ext morning, to our surprise, we were charged, not only with
paving refused to leave the police-station, but with having

obstructed ” repeatedly at Ardwick Green, which is half a
17*6 away. At least five policemen deliberately perjured
hemselves to secure our conviction. Each man as he came up
carefully opened the book and kissed the inside, the biggest
jar of all piously turning up his eyes the while. So much for

o value of the oath in ensuring truthfulness.

'Vo have since placed our case fully before the Watch Com-
™ittee. They have not given us much satisfaction up to now,
QJ if the worthy gentlemen think the incident has ended,
bey are very much mistaken.—Yours, etc., W.Payne.

EVER THANKFUL.

A pious old lady of Watford was the owner of a fine talking
Parrot, which she had taught to repeat hymns, prayers, etc.

Another lady of her acquaintance, admiring the bird, pro-
eurred a parrot, which she endeavored to educate in the same
*ay, but, alas ! in its early and youthful career it had con-
tacted the vulgar habit of using profane language, and was,
beyond doubt, “ past praying for.”

The ladies conferred together on tho matter, and ultimately
decided that the birds should bo brought together, as in time
the good would surely triumph over the evil.

The experiment was tried, and on their being placed together,
he parrot of profane proclivities immediately flew towards
be other and exclaimed, “ You blank old something, I'll knock
yeur blank, blank head off.” Whereupon the other, in a very
b.rtkodox and beautiful manner, replied, “ For what we are
about to receive may the Lord mako us truly thankful.”

Why should we sacrifice a real world that wo havo for one
We know not of? Why should we enslave ourselves? Why
should we forge fetters for our own hands ? Why should wo
be the slaves of phantoms P The darkness of barbarism was

womb of the shadows. In the light of science they
bannot cloud tho sky for over. They havo reddened the
bands of man with innocent blood. They mado tho cradle a
Curse, and tho grave a placo of torment.—Ingersoll.

" SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

oj Lectures, etc., muit reach ui byfint pott on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice," if not tent on post-card.]

LONDON.
ryPall of Science, 142 Old.street, E.O.: 11.15, G. W. Foote, "Can
j, aKes be Raiced?” (free); 6.30, musical selections; 7, G. W.
" The Pillars of Priestrraft” (admission free; reserved
] s»l. and 6d.) Monday at 8.30, debating class, Mr. Balderson,
j*lie Benefits of Socialism." Wednesday at 8,0. J. Hunt, “ Man’s
j-bjy and Responsibility ” (free). Saturday, in the Minor Hall,
>al evening (free).
~Nactersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 745,
8 a 1Umsey> “ God and his Unholy Book” (free). Monday at
mA. Johnson, « Social Problems” (free). Tuesday at 8, dancing
Wednesday at 8, dramatic club.
j4>ermondsey — Gladstone Club, 43 Grange.road: Thursday,
p V9 at 830, George Standring, “ Absurdities of the Church
ayer Book ” (free).
*hnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Eoman-road t 7.30,
arles Freak, L.C.C., “ The Dignity of Manhood " (free).
‘leb I' Jerwell— 151 New Church-road, B.E.: 11 30 (in small ball),
g ating society, H. Snell, “ The Private Ownership of Land and
of perals is Bobbery ” ; 7.30 (in large ball), U. Snell, “ The Gospel
knri reetbought.” Friday at 7.30, free science classes in chemistry
a astronomy.
\y London—Swaby’'s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road
jHeaford, “ The Teachings of Confucius.”
Rovan}merslnith Club, 1 The Grove, Broadway:
W hit6* at 8> musical selections; 8.30, J. M. Robertson,
ja.ewashing of Christianity.”
Thui-i? tou — Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper-street:
Fre,t] ay, Nov. 9, at 7.45, music; 8, H. Snell, “ The Gospel of
iriu-., 0Ught” (free; front seats 6d.); adjourned members’ meet-
L a tet the lecture.
stregj nS Hill Gate—" Duke of York,” Kensington-place, Silver.
g [ Monday at 8.30, West London Branch business meeting.
E.. 7ith Essex Secular Society, 33 and 35 Salway-road, Stratford,
mi’'15>W. J. Woodward, “ Electricity,” with experiments (free).
7,p 'ijubledon—Uaitfleld-road Coffee House (Broadway entrance):
' Maslam, «The Bible and Science" (free).

ru,

8,

Thursday,
“ The
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Open-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, J, Fagan, “Is there a God?”
Hyde Park (near Marble-aroh): 11.30 and 3.30, Stanley Jons
will lecture.

COUNTRY.
Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Room No. 6): 11.30,
J. Maitland will lecture.
Birmingham—Town Hall: 7, Charles Watts, “ Does Death
End All ?”
Blackburn—* Haymarket,” Cort-street: 6.30, discussion.
Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, J.

Hacking, “An Hour with the Leading Writers on the Land
Question.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 3, sharp practice.

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton: 11,
members’ meeting; 2.30, Sunday-school; 7, public meeting on
School Board election; Messrs. Rowcroft, Andrews, W. B. Thomp-
son (the Secular candidate), and other gentlemen will speak.

Failsworth Secular Sunday-school, at 10 and 2; 6.30, P.
Percival, “ Great Types of Humanity: Descartes — Modern
Philosophy.” Saturday, Nov. 11, at 7, the drama “ The Found-
ling of the Forest™ will be repeated (Is. and 6d.)

Glasgow -Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: 12,discussion
class, G. Faulkner, “ The Clergy and Politics in Ireland”; 6 30,
Zosimus, “ The Science of Man—I1.” ; illustrate! with special
lantern slides.

Hanley—Secular Hall, Jolin-street: 5, annual knife and fork
tea (tickets Is.); 7, free dramatic entertainment.

Huddersfield—Friendly and Trades Societies’ Hall (No. 9 Room),
Nortimmberland-street: Tuesday at 8, business meeting.

Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 7, music, etc.

Hull Sunday Association, 8t. George's Hall, Storey-street: 2.5n,
G. E. Conrad Naewiger, “Is Overpopulation the Cause of
Industrial Depression ?”

Leicester—Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate: 6.30, J. B. Cop-
pock, F.C.S., “ A Glimpse through the Corridors of Space,” with
lantern illustrations (free).

Liverpool — Oddfellows’
B.Sc., “ Utility."

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road,
All Saints’: J. M. Robertson, 11, « Were the First Christians
Communists?” ; 3, “ Socialism and Individualism ”; 6.30, “ The
Church and Social Reform™; instrumental music morning and
evening (admission free: reserved seats 3d. and 6d.) Monday
from 8 to 10.30, dancing (6d.) Tuesday at 8, debating circle.

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 7, G. Selkirk,
“ The Christian God an Impossibility—what then?” (free).

Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea
3and 7, Mr. MacQuinn (of London), “ Anarchy " (free).

Reading— Foresters’ Hall, West-street; 7.30, Mr. Jones will
give a reading.

Sheffield—Hall of Science. Rnokingham-street: 7, W. Dyson,

Hall, St. Anne-street: 7, L. Small,

“ The Recent Lectures of W. T. Lee (CE.S.)—a Review” (con-
tinued). Wednesday at 8, literary and debating society.

Soutn Shields—Free Library Hall, Ocean-road : C. Cohen, 11,
“ Christianity and Science” ; 3, “ Theology and Morals"; 7,

“ Religion and Freethouglit."

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, E.—Nov. 11, Ryhope ;
12, South Shields; 14 and 15, Haines; 19, Camberwell; 26 to 30,
Portsmouth. Dec. 1 and 2, Portsmouth; 3, Luton; 10 to 17,
Manchester; 24, m., Battersea; e., Camberwell; 31, Leicester.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’'s Park, London, W —
Nov. 12, Ictus Club; 15, Hall of Science. Dec. 10, Portsmouth.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S:E—
Nov. 19, Leicester, Dec. 3, Birmingham,

Touzkau Parris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith
London, W.—Nov. 26, Camberwell.

- H-
14, West Norwood Reform Club.
ford Liberal Club,

6 Monk-street, Woolwich— Nov. 12, Camberwell;
Dec. 10, Camberwell; 17, Dept-
' F

Half Price!

REMAINING COPIES OFFERED AT THREEPENCE.

SUMMER NUMBER

“THE FREETHINKER.”

PORTRAITS, CARTOONS, ARTICLES & VERSE

Printed onfine-toned paper. Handsome Wrapper.

32 pages. PRICE THREEPENCE. Post free 53

R. Fobdeb, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
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BOOK CHAT.

The Quarterly Review, under the title of “ A Sceptic of the
Renaissance,” devotes an article to Pietro Pomponazzi, who
from his professor's chair at Pa 'ua, taught that while immor-
tality might be received by the Christian on the ground of
faith, it must be rejected by the philosophers on the ground of
reason.

* * *

The second volume of Huxley's collected Essays is now
issued and entitled Darw’oiana.
<n - # -

In the Letters, Remains, and Memoirs of E. A. Seymour
(12th Duke ot Somerset), who wrote rather a poor book advo-
cating scepticism, there are some good stories. One was told
by Robert Lowe of Wilkes, who dreamt that he and Lord
Sandwich died, and were rode by Charon across the Styx. On
the other side they saw an inn, and the innkeeper at the door,
whom Lord Sandwich recognised as his old butier—deseivedly
there, for he had been a great rogue. They decided to enter
the inn for refreshment, and Lord Sandwich ordered some
wine. “ Let it be champagne,” said Wilkes, “ and well iced.”
‘“Alas !” said the butler, “ ice is a luxury we never get down
here.” The shock was too much for Wilkes, and he awoke at

once.

* * *

A better one is thus given in one of the Duke’s Letters :—
* — —told mo rather a good story about Lady------ at Geneva.
lie bought a little bust of Voltaire and took it in her, telling
her it was Calvin and that she might be glad to have a bust
of that religions and zealous Protestant. She was delighted,
and kept it on her table to inspire her devotional meditations ;
and it would have been there still if someone had not un-
deceived her by telling her that she was praying under the
sneering bust of the infidel Voltaire.”

Mr. Symes, in the Liberator, notices Mr. Moss' books on
Christianity and Evolution and the Bible and Evolution,
which he praises as well written, though he differs from some
of the opinions advanced.*

L «

The Bible: its Sufficiency and Supremacy ; and Christi-
anity, what is it ? is tne title of a tnirty-two page tract by
0. H. M., sent to us from tho publisher, A. Holness, 11 Pater-
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noster-row. The writer is aware that there are such creatures
as rationalists, but he has no sympathy with them. He declares
“ We believe that the Bible as written in the original Hebrew
and Greek languages is the very word of the only wise and
the only true God,” and he argues that it must be perfect.
For what Christianity is, we are referred to Phil, iii., which
is giving Paul, instead of Jesus, as an example.

RELIGION' AND MORALITY,

A man committed murder. The evidence was SO conclttsivs
that he confessed his guilt.

He was asked why he killed his fellow man.

He replied : “ For money.”

“ Did you get any

*Yes.”

“ How much ?”
Fifteen cents.”
What did you do with this money ?”
Spent it.”
“ What for ?”
Liquor.”
What else did you find upon the dead man ?”
He had his dinner in a bucket—some meat and bread.
What did you do with that ?”
| ate the bread.”
What did you do with tho meat ?”
I threw it away.”
* Why ?”
It was Friday.”

—Ingersoll.

A clergyman was much troubled with one of his congreg»t>°n
(an old man, accompanied by his grandson) always falling
asleep during the sermon. He thought he would cure him of
his bad habit, and so calling on the grandson one day he eam
he would give him a penny if ho would ketp his grandfather
awoke during the sermon. Tho boy agreed, and all went well
for a month, when one Sunday the minister was surprised to
see the old man asleep as usual. He sent for the boy »nti
asked him the reason why he did not keep his grandfather
awake. “ Oh,” said the boy, “ you give me a penny to
keep grandda awake, but graudda gives me twopence to let
him aiono.”

FOR 14 DAYS ONLY. OUR A. HEMINGWAY,
TO introduce my Specialities to Secu'arists, I, QDCPIAI Il 1 IIQTW ATCfl | 1Q'f The Oldest Active Worker of the Manchesfe_
L10O | Branch, N.S.S., having a large stock of Free,
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A five hours speech at the Trial of 0. B.
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Social Salvation...........ccccceeeee
Marriage and Divorce..

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
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Faith and Fact....
God and Man ...
The Dying Creed
The Limits of Toleration
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WHY BE ILLP

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread,
read Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit,

Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and C, re of Disease,
~onstipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, .Nervousness,
oughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long

WET>TV?ape WormS ltch, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vor.Il. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

he Healing Power of Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease;

Pparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Food;

Rh?u . fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion; Salt; Saline

yarvation,; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
eplessness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for Workers, Shop

the*P ntS and Servants; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and cn

C;8Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, HeasleB, Scarlet Fever, Whooping

T,wh. Hingworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhcea, Ulcerated

Tumors, etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. lll. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

Aireaj aQd Wealth; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure

Anno = N owt°Gretit; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and

un?6'lte’ of Fasting ; Perfect Foods : Green Foods; Suppers ;

Hour pec*et* Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc.

P s<fe Eat Propedly, t6 Eat, Froit, to Jodge Whigliameal Bread, te

Hund , Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live Oae
ndred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and

Slee '* Te' tbe Dause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence,

We nI18 fricdse Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or

tit-18 Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by

VNS mMercury, Epilepsy.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vor.lV. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

5a f'v Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings

Abu Phoning, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its

or pv' Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic

Quin'® "~ Ro°'>" ilk a3 Food, The Tomata. Against Butter, Poultices,

gainst the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant
fute a?’ Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi-

Ratf , oaf Swallowing Pins and other Articles also the Cause and

Lice°rn- ure  ®uu Stro'ce>Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or

Qin UI(*en pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or

_ij3yi.Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,
f uemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

HYo  The Four Volumes strongly and neatly hound, for 5s. 6d.
GIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers.

Kh from the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. Id.
¢Mutism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its

Causeand Cure. Post free 7d.—Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d.
**V/,REK Pamphlets to Young Men. Post free Is. Id.
* AU these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in
cloth in one volume. <Post free 8s. Gd
heabove can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place,
Manchester Square, London, W

10s parts op Consultation are—Morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m_;

p = Evening from Gto 8 ; fee, 6s.
='ents viisitied in Cendon fer a fee 6f 10s. Gd. Patients visited in the
¥7- Feeaccording to distance and the time occupied in going and

shg.  Advice Given by post.

The best book

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM BELIEVE,
MORALITY, or THE THEORY AN

practice of neo-malthusianism.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
Pages, With portrait ana autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
* % T Price Is., post free.
*host «  Ofder to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
at nvI~Phffant parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
ado? Penny, post free 2d. Copies..of..the pamphlet for.distribution..Is.
' Phaf.free.

National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr Holmes’
mHaltin't « « « is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
fselin 8lan theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
Ifalthp ¢ * ' The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
iation i lan.cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
heefl fn , 8 Pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
'an be 5 ‘amily limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
West 8ecured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the

TheWO088ible Prices.” .
»ther8 k°Qncil of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt,land
Loth ,lvealf> spoken of it in very high terms.
cUtter.at le Look and the Pamphlet may be had of R. Forder,28 Stone-
J, 0 reet>London, or of the Author,

HOW MEeQ, HAMNEY.

Postfret

fee,

j6o

wantaqe, berksi

[ Orders for books will be executed as soon as the next
Paww I* ready’ w,licb» however, will not ho for several weeks.
** 1 e/s can be had now.

n,|' TRUELOVE'S CLEARANCE LIST.

”°1al p~en”9 of Social Science. Price 2s. (5d. stiff boards, 3s. cloth.

pAOK oA &3 aid®ure. 1d.

YgideP"J't of the Trial of E. Truelove for Publishing “ Moral

u and t- -« ge A We#pper) neat cloth 1s.
on 0az' a Key to the Door of Freemasonry. Cd.

hObG to* arriWe- IS

Sphinov’a rn On Marriage. Gd.
Jel" It?Hu Portrait of Thomas Paine. Is.

A l,hed & V?ri3t of John Stuart Mill, by W. J. Birch.
Dver.rat «d.

nbe by Herbert Spencer, fid.
2BheG F8%En % p. Meredith. cs.

F. TRUELOVE, 25G HIGH HOLBORII.

3d., 83 pages,

The Freethinker.

TOWN HALL,

743

BIRMINGHAM.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12th,

MR. CHAS. WATTS

WILL LECTURE. SUBJECT:

DOES DEATH END ALL?

Chair taken at 7 o'clock. Admission Free, with Collection.

Mr. W atts, who has just returned from America, will Lecture in
Baskerville Hall, Sunday evening, Nov. 26, on * America Revisited.”

WILL CHRIST SAVE USP
Br G. W. FOOTE.

A thorough Examination of the Claims of Jesus Christ
to be considered the Savior of the World.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

Flowers of

By

G. W.

Freethought

FOOTE.

FIFTY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.
221pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.
R. Folder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Works by G. W. Foote.

The Grand Old Book. A reply
to the Grand Old Man. An Ex-
haustive answer to the Right Hon
W. E. Gladstone's “ Impregnable
Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.
Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.
Superior edition, cloth, Is. Gd.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letter to the Clergy. First
Series. 128pp., Is

A Defence of Free Speech.
Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a
Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Strmons and other
FANTASIAS. Contents:—A Ser-
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon
—A Sermon on Sin—A Bishop
in the Workhouse—A Christmas
Sermon—Christmas Eve in Hea-
ven—Bishop Trimmer's Sunday
Diary—The Judge and the Devil
—Satan and Michael—The First
Christmas — Adam’s Breeches—
The Fall of Eve — Joshua at
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon
on Judas Iscariot. 8d.

Darwin on God. 6d. Superior
edition, in cloth, Ib.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, incloth, ls. 8d.

Reminiscences of Charles
Bradlaugh. Cd.

Rome or Atheism—the Great
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing
Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W.
Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended agst
Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane ? A search-
ing inquiry into the mental con-
dition of the Prophet of Naza-
reth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What Was Christ? A Reply
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Svrnp; or, Light
on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired? A
Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id

The Dying Atheist. A Story.
Id.

The Rev.Hngh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A Lie iu
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A
Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The New Cagliottro. An
Open Letter to Madame Blavat-
sky. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
wnat Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for
Royalty. 2d.

BIBLE STUDIES.

AN ESSAY ON PHALLIC WORSHIP,

AND OTHER CURIOUS RITES AND CUSTOMS.
By J. M. WHEELER.

Contents:—Pballio Worship Among the Jews—Circumcision
__Moses at the Inn—The Brazen Serpent— Religion and Magio

__Toboos—Blood Rites— Scape Gouts—Trial by Ordeal

Bible

Witchcraft—Saul's Spiritualist Seanco—Sacrifb es—Passover
The Evolution of Jahveh—Joshua and the Sun— Hebrew

Prophets—OIld Testament Marriage—Song of Solomon

2/6 Superior paper, Hlustrated, bound in cloth.

Sacred

2/6

R. Fohdkb, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
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GENTLEMEN

We have the following SPECIAL LINES, which are
well worth your attention on account of their excep-

tional value.

100 GENT'S SCARBORO-SHAPED MACKINTOSHES

THOROUGHLY WATERPROOF. 20s. each., worth 35s. Send chest, waist, and length measures.

1 TiH TD ATTOT?DO TTTMATE'O worth from 6s. to 10s. each: to clear,

A
10U U U 11 YUuoLiao Four Trousers Lengths for 20s.

A LARGE QUANTITY OF ODD SUIT LENGTHS

in SERGES and TWEEDS. We offer these at Three Suit Lengths for 35s. lou will easily sell two
of them for that price, and then you have a Suit Length left for Nothing. Give this a trial, and if y°u
don’t succeed, we will return every penny paid for same.

ALL MEN OUT OF EMPLOYMENT

should write to

J. W. GOTT, Bradford,

FOR PARTICULARS OF A PROFITABLE AGENCY.

Enclosing stamped addressed envelope.

OUR ‘WEAR-LIKE-WIRE' UMBRELLAS "S S *

4s. Gd. each, sold in ordinary shops at 5s. lid. This is a splendid line for rough wear.

UI Iﬂ f/ﬁl * UW&EI I 6(: SOLID SILVER MOUNTINGS. Very Vv#*
LI n I L rt GLORIA COVER. 10s. Gd. each. This is the

Best Umbrella in the Market at anywhere near this price.

*ST WE MAKE—

MACKINTOSHES TO MEASURE
OVERCOATS TO MEASURE

SUITS TO MEASURE
TROUSERS TO MEASURE

We do the work well. We charge a low price.

And Guarantee Perfect Satisfaction to Everyone.
SELF-MEASUREMENT FORMS ON APPLICATION.

J, W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Btonacuttw-strset, London. K.C,



