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G O D  A N D  T H E  M I N E R S .  

“  Give us this day our daily bread.’'

T A L M A G E  ON T H E  B IB LE .

^Alm a o e  is the Spurgeon o f  A m erica. H e lias all the 
¿ nglish preacher's vogue as w ell as his orthodoxy, 
^ t  he resem bles Spurgeon w ith  a difference. H e is 
distinctly A m erican . N o one equals the Yankee at 

*all talk,”  and what Y ankee equals Talm age in this 
®Peciea o f  com position  ? The oracle o f the B rooklyn  
tabernacle licks creation in  that line. H ero is a 
specimen o f  h is spread-eagle eloquence, taken from  
be serm on w e are about to criticise :— “  T ho black and 

deep-toned bell o f  doom  hangs over their heads, and 
take the ham m er o f that bell, and I strike it three 

w ith  all m y m ight, and it sounds W oe ! W oe ! 
° e J”  Perhaps it does, but Talm age is w rong in  his 

f i l i n g .  W hat the bell o f  doom , so im pudently  
“ \xrCk ^  this m annikin , really sounds is doubtless 
sn °k  * ^ o h  I W o h !”  It wants the presum ptuous 
Pouter to leave off p laying the part o f God A lm ighty. 

H'KiVer *n •A-m er ĉa» as we^  a9 herG *n England, tho 
lole ia m eeting w ith  m isfortune. Christian m inisters 
o show ing up its blunders and inconsistencies. Its 
08 are n ow  o f  its ow n  household. Talm ago is not
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frightened, how ever ; he keeps a stiff upper-lip  ; and, 
it must be adm itted, he has a good  deal o f  upper-lip  to 
keep stiff. S ince he visited  the H o ly  Land his faith is 
strong enough to sw allow  whales. N ow  he know s that 
what the B ible says is true. H e has seen the place 
w here it happened.

But faith is a tender plant. Talm age says it is easily 
destroyed. “  I can g ive  you  a recipe fo r  its ob litera
tion ,”  he cries ; and it is th is— “  Read in fidel books ; 
have long and frequent conversations w ith  sceptics ; 
attend the lectures o f  those antagonistic to re lig ion .”  
Yes, faith is a tender plant. T he believer is a hot
house production . H e dies in  the open  air. Tho 
B ib le  can be read b y  Freethinkers, and it confirm s 
them  in  their scepticism  ; but i f  a Christian reads 
infidel books he is lost. H earing the other side is 
fatal to his faith. It is Talmage w h o states so, and, as 
o ld  Omar K ayyam  says, he know s, he know s.

Som ew hat paradoxically— but w ho expects log ic  
from  the pulpit ?—the great Talm age declares, “  I do 
not believe there is an infidel n ow  alive w h o has read 
the B ible through.”  H e offers a hundred dollars 
reward to any in fidel “  w ho has read the B ible through
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tw ice  ” — w hich  discounts his certainty that no in fidel 
had read it through once. A  good  m any infidels m ight 
apply fo r  that hundred dollars, but Talmage w ill never 
hand it over. An in fidel’s w ord is not good  enough—  
not fo r  Talmage. “  I  m ust have the testim ony,”  he 
exclaim s, ‘ o f  some one w ho has seen h im  read it all 
through tw ice.”  A  very  safe cond ition  ! fo r  w ho has 
ever seen  any man read the B ible through ? A nd if  
the witness happened to be an in fidel— as is lik e ly—  
Talm age w ou ld  want the testim ony o f  som eone else 
w ho had seen h im  see the other man reading. Talmage 
is not very  wise, but he is not exactly  a foo l, and he 
and his m oney are n ot  soon parted.

There is an “  in fid e l”  in  A m erica  w ho has read the 
B ible through. H is nam e is R obert G. Ingersoll. 
Talm age should discuss the B ible w ith  him . But he 
w on ’t. H e know s what his fate w ou ld  be in  such an 
encounter. “  A n d  they gathered up o f the fragm ents 
that rem ained tw elve baskets fu ll.”

There is also an “  in fidel ”  in England w h o has read 
the B ible through. M ore  than one, o f course, but w e 
k n ow  this one so intim ately. H e was shut up in 
H ollow ay Gaol for  kn ow in g  too m uch about the Bible. 
D uring the first eight w eeks o f  his sojourn there the 
“  blessed book  ”  was his on ly  com panion . It was the 
B ible, the w hole  B ible, and noth ing but the B ible. 
That prisoner read it through from  the first mistake in 
Genesis to the last curse in  R evelation ; read it through 
as Talm age n ever  d id , fo r  there w ere no distractions, no 
letters to answer, no m orn ing and even ing newspapers, 
no visitors dropping in . It was a continuous, u n 
disturbed reading, and the man w h o d id  it w ou ld  be 
happy to let the public decide whether he does not 
kn ow  the B ible as w ell as Talm age.

Talm age has a very  poor op in ion  o f infidels. H e 
thinks that “  bad habits ”  have m uch to do w ith  scep
ticism . H is narrow little m ind  cannot understand how  
any one can d iffer from  him  w ithout being w icked . 
Still, for  decency sake, he makes exceptions. “ M ind 
yon ,” he cries, “  I do not say that all infidels are im 
m oral.”  H ow  k ind  ! H ow  geaerous ! N o doubt the 
infidels w ill shed tears o f gratitude. T hey  are not all 
im m oral. Som e o f them  m ay be nearly as good  as 
Talm age. Certainly som e o f them  are not so avaricious. 
Infidel speakers don ’t insist on having fifty  pounds 
paid in the ante-room  before they m ount the platform  
to deliver a lecture.

It appears that Talm age once knew  a “ pronounced 
in fidel.”  H e was the father o f one o f the Presidents 
o f  tho U nited States. Talm age accepted an invitation  
to spend a night in  his house. “ Just before retiring 
at night, he said, in a jocose  w ay : 11 suppose you  are 
accustom ed to read the B ib le  before go in g  to bed, and 
here is m y B ible from  w hich  to read.’ H e then told  
m e what portions he w ou ld  like  to have m o read, and 
he on ly  asked for those portions on w h ich  he cou ld  
easily be facetious.”

Talm age gives h im self away in this observation. H e 
contends that God wrote the B ib le . W h y  then d id  
God write it so that you  cou ld  easily  be facetious about 
it ?  It is not so easy  to be facetious about H om er, or 
Plato, or A ristotle, or Dante, or Spinoza, or Shake
speare, or Bacon. There is no hum or in the B ible, no 
w it. and on ly  a little sarcasm. W e do not laugh 
ivilh  it, but a t  it, w h ich  is the m ost fatal form  o f 
laughter. It is aw fu lly  solem n, but dreadfu lly  absurd. 
There are things in it to tick le an elephant. Surely it 
is strange that God should  w rite a book  that lends 
itse lf so easily to rid icu le .

T he Spurgeon o f Yankeeland goes on to speak about 
the “  internal evidence ”  o f  the B ible. This he says is 
“  param ount,”  though he takes care to skip o il as 
q u ick ly  as possible to outside testim ony. H e cites 
a num ber o f persons trained up as Christians in  favor 
o f  the “ supernatural”  character o f the B ible. T ho 
first is C hief Justice Chase, o f the Suprem e Court o f 
the U nited States—against w hom  w e put a great 
jurisprudist like Bentham , and a great ju dge  like 
S ir James Stephen. T he second is President A dam s—  
against -whom w e put President L incoln . The third is 
Sir Isaac N ew ton — against w h om  w e put Charles 
D arw in . T he fourth  is S ir W alter Scott— against 
w h om  w e put B yron  and Shelley. T he fifth is H ugh 
i l i l l e r — agaiest w hom  w e put S ir Charles L yell. The

sixth  is E dm und B urke— against w hom  w e put 
Thom as Paine, or, i f  that w ill not do, Lord Bolingbroke. 
T he seventh is Mr. G ladstone— against w hom  we put 
John M orley . “ E n o u g h ! E n o u g h !”  says Talmage. 
W e say so too. Our names quite balance his names 
co llective ly . T he gam e o f “ authorities”  can be 
played on  both sides. But is it worth playing at all ? 
Is a great nam e a substitute for  argum ent? Is 
authority as good  as ev iden ce? Should  the jury 
decide accord ing to the em inence o f the pleader’s 
friends, or according to his facts and the force of 
h is reasoning ?

T aking advantage o f  h is congregation ’s ignorance, or 
exposing his ow n, Talm age declares that “ The 
discovered  m onum ents o f  E gypt have chiselled on 
them  the story o f  the sufferings o f the Israelites in 
E gyptian bondage, as w e find it in  the B ib le .”  Now, 
to put it m ild ly , this is not true. W e are also told 
that “  the sulphurous graves o f Sodom  and Gomorrah 
have been identified .”  T o put it m ild ly  again, this i9 
not true. W e are told  next that “  the rem ains o f the 
T ow er o f  Babel have been fou n d .”  This is not true. 
A ssyrian docum ents are also said to “  echo and 
re-echo the truth o f B ib le  h istory.”  This is not true, 
according to Professor Sayce, w ho know s m ore about 
A ssyrian history than Talm age know s about all things 
w hatsoever. T he witness o f A ssyria repeatedly 
contradicts the B ib le  story, not m erely  in  small 
matters, but in  im portant features. The fact is, 
Talm age does not know  what he is talking about ; or, 
he does know  what he is talking about, in  w h ich  case 
he is p laying a very  d irty  trick  on  h is hearers 
credulity .

W ith  respect to the Pentateuch, it does not trouble 
Talm age w hether it was w ritten by  “  Moses or H ilkiah 
or Ezra or Sam uel or Jerem iah, or another group o f 
ancients.”  H e declares that “  none o f them  wrote it,” 
fo r  “  God w rote the Pentateuch ” — that is to say, they 
“  put dow n  on ly  what G od d icta ted ; he signed it 
afterw ard.” But w here is the signature ? A n d  what 
a paltry w ay is this o f evading the question at issu e ! 
It is all very  w ell to say that the writers o f the Penta
teuch w ere “  Jehovah ’s stenographers or typewriters.” 
W hat we want to know  first o f all is, w ho they were, 
and w hen  they lived .

It is useless to fo llow  Talm age any farther. Suffice 
it to say that he w inds up b y  w arning you n g  Christians 
against a “ V oltaire c y c lo n e ”  on  the one side, and a 
“  T om  Paine cyclon e  ”  on the other side. There is 
som ething worse than either— aT alinage puddle. The 
you ng  m an w h o sports in  that is on ly  fit fo r— well, 
E xeter H all, or C olney n a tch . G. W . FOOTE.

A N  A C C O M M O D A TIN G  BOOK.

L u t h k r , fo llow in g  Erasmus, w ell called  the B ible » 
nose o f  wax, that cou ld  be tw isted in to any shape and 
turned in  any d irection  you  please. T he m ost extra
ordinary characteristic o f G od ’s w ondrous w ork  is its 
com plaisant p liab ility . It can be adapted to any phase 
o f belief, any variety o f  doctrine, you  like. M en of 
G od forced  to resign other claim s are expatiating on 
the adaptability o f  the B ible to hum an needs. A nd 
tru ly  it has been w on d erfu lly  adapted to their ex i
gencies. It teaches som ething totally d ifferent to-day 
to what it taught to our fathers. W o  have fou n d  that 
days mean lon g  periods, everlasting a short tim e, and 
hell is rapidly  becom ing  a place o f  delight. This is 
the advantage o f  having a revelation w ritten in  H eb rew  
and Greek. It reveals exactly  what you  like , and i f  
you  don ’ t happen to like  what it litorally  says, you  can 
alw ays go to the H ebrew  or tho Greek, and get a neW 
rendering ; or, i f  the w orst com es to the w orst, you  can 
say the literal lie is a figurative truth. A re  you a 
Calvinist ? Y ou  m ay quote that “  the L ord  has made 
all things for h im self, yea, even the w icked  fo r  the day 
o f  ev il.”  D o  you  den y  C alvinism  ? Y ou  can quot0 
“  w hosoever w ill m ay com e,”  unheeding that “  N o man 
can com e unless the Father draw  h im .”  Y ou  may 
believe that “  there is no respect o f persons w ith  God,() 
or that “ Jacob have I loved  and Esau have I hated, 
and you  m ay take as you r m odel this Saint Jacob, wim 
cheated his brother, lied  to his d y in g  father, and robbe
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his uncle. A re you  a republican ? Y ou  m ay quote 
Samuel on the ev il consequence o f  having kings. A re 
you a monarchist ? Y ou  may quote Peter, “  Fear God 
and honor the k ing.”  A re you  a fraternal dem ocrat ? 
You may cite the saying, “ A ll ye are brethren.”  Are 
you an aristocrat? Y ou  m ay quote Paul, “ Let every 
soul be subject to the h igher powers. The powers that 
he are ordained o f  G od .”  D o you  hold  that all should 
have equal rights ? Y ou  m ay quote that all are made 
of the same blood . I f, on the other hand, you  hold 
that slavery is a necessary institution, you  m ay quote 
the in junction, “  Slaves, obey your masters w ith  fear 
and trem bling.”  D o you  believe in  marriage ? Y ou  
may quote the epistle to the Hebrews, m arriageishonor- 
abie in all. Are you  inclined  to asceticism  ? Y ou  m ay 
quote Paul that it is good  not to touch a wom an, or the 
praise o f eunuchs b y  Jesus. Are you a M orm on ? Y ou  
jnay cite the exam ples o f the polygam ists, Abraham , 
Jacob, D avid and Solom on .

Do you  want to show  that Christ is G od ? Y ou  m ay 
find him  expressly called so in the beginning o f John. 
Do you want to show he was on ly  a man ? Turn to 
Mark, and you  w ill find that he says there is none 
Pood but one, that is God, and that o f  the last day the 
Son know s not but on ly  the Father. Turn to John 
again, and you  find him  saying, “  I and m y Father are 
one.”  Y ou  m ay find that he was the son o f  Joseph 
and descended from  D avid, and also that his m other 
■was with ch ild  o f the H oly  Ghost.

Do you believe in final salvation ? Y ou  m ay read 
111 the first epistle to T im othy  that G od “  w ill have all 
toen saved.”  Do you  believe in  tw o separate eternal 
states? In  M atthew you  w ill find that the w icked  go 
to everlasting punishm ent and the righteous into life  
sternal. D o you  believe that you  enter heaven at 
death ? Y ou  m ay console yourself w ith  the thought 
that Jesus said to the th ief on the cross, “  T o-day shalt 
thou be w ith  me in  Paradise.”  I f  you believe, on the 
contrary, that the dead remain in  their graves till the 
resurrection at the Judgm ent Day, you  m ay reflect 
that Jesus descended into hell instead o f going to 
Paradise, and that at the last trum p the dead are to be 
raised and called to judgm ent. I f  you believe the 
"^orld was created in six days, you  can quote that “  the 
evening and the m orning were the first day.”  But as 
this be lie f has been shattered, you  had better quote “ A  
day w ith the Lord is as a thousand years.”

Do you  believe the book  is inspired ? Y on  m ay 
fiooto “  A ll scripture is g iven  by  inspiration o f G od.”  
D  you cannot sw allow  this you  may have the new  
rendering, “ A ll scripture that is given  by inspiration 
*s profitable.”  Y ou  m ay hold that G od is m ercifu l, 
Pracious, and long-suffering, or that he is a consum ing 
fife, and angry w ith the w icked  every day. Y ou  may 
believe he is not w illin g  any should perish, or that ho 
“  hath made all things for  h im self, yea, even the 
k ick ed  for the day o f  ev il.”  I f  you  are sceptical about 
divine providence, you  m ay find scripture to 
countenance your doubts. Does not Job  ask “  Can 
fi'an, by  searching, find out G o d ? ” Does not the 
author o f Ecclesiastes say “  One th ing com es alike to 
<dlj and that w hich  befalleth  the sons o f  m en befalleth 
£easts, as the one dieth  so dieth  the other, yea, they 
fiave all one breath ; so that a m an hath no pro
m in e n ce  above a b ea st: fo r  all is vanity ” ?

In short, the undateable collection  o f  tracts called 
;be in fallib le w ord  o f God is such a hodge-podge, that 
te*ts may be found in it for  any and every variety o f 
0P>nion. The w ord o f God is like Paul, “  all things to
all m en.”  T he Yankee candidate fo r  office is said
l°b a v e  said, “ T hem 's m y sentim ents, and if  you  don ’t 
11{c them  they can be altered.”  T h is  is exactly  the 

Position the m en o f  G od take up in  regard to the 
* . e- It can be accom m odated to anything. T heir 

j  dude is w ell depicted in  our cartoon o f  last week.
Die face o f  the exposed errors and contradictions, 

]o °y. can no longer uphold  its in fa llib ility , but in 
Pping this off they rem ove their ow n seats. The 
°m ent you  question the literal accuracy o f the 

o f God, you  are on the road to reject the 
Dptures entirely. A dm it a single line o f the B ible 

¡gaa rmt dictated by G od, and the authority o f the book  
tK °.Verth row n ; fo r  b y  this adm ission you  subm it 

e in fallible w ord  o f  God to the judgm ent o f  hum an
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reason, and w ith  the authority o f  G od ’s w ord  w ill 
disappear the authority o f  G od’s ministers.

J. M . W h e e l e r .

C H R IS T IA N IT Y  IN  A M E R IC A .

T h e  Christian w orld  in  A m erica, as in  alm ost all 
other countries, is in  a state o f  ferm ent. P eop le  are 
everyw here becom ing dissatisfied w ith  o ld  creeds, and 
are show ing a strong inclination  to break away from  
the orthodox fo ld . H eresy cases are com m on, and 
heretical opin ions are being ventilated am ong all 
classes o f society, even in  the orthodox  assem blies. 
T he religious atm osphere is redolent o f  liberal and 
Freethought view s, so m uch so, that the old  landm arks 
o f the Christian faith  are seldom  to be fou n d  in  the 
realm s o f  m odern  thought. W hat the outcom e o f 
this progress o f  scepticism  w ill be it is not difficu lt to 
predict. Just as the unsettled state o f m en ’s m inds in  
Rom an Catholic tim es was a forerunner o f  the 
Protestant Reform ation, so the present con d ition  o f 
unrest can but herald a great and trem endous change 
in the d irection  o f  Freethought. The signs o f  the 
tim es are significant, and the im partial observer o f  the 
trend o f  the thought o f the present day, w ill be able to 
read and interpret them  aright. In  England this is 
perhaps m ore apparent than it is in  A m erica, yet in the 
latter country it is obvious enough , and those w ho do 
not see it must be w ilfu lly  b lin d  to what is taking 
place before their eyes. T he Briggs heresy case,
I find, is far from  bein g  settled, and it is but one o f  
m any such theological disturbances w h ich  indicate 
clearly the prevalence o f advanced Secular view s 
in  the orthodox Churches. On account o f his heresy , 
Dr. Briggs was deposed from  the m inistry o f  the 
Presbyterian church, and his appointm ent to a 
Professorship, in  a nom inal Presbyterian college, has 
been vetoed by  the General A ssem bly  o f the Church. 
But heretics occupied  his chair, and the result w ill 
most lik e ly  be the severance o f  the Sem inary from  the 
denom ination. This result was foreseen, and it ■was 
predicted that it ivould so affect the funds o f the 
Institution, that it w ou ld  be com pelled  to close its 
doors. The reverse has proved to be the fact, for  
subscriptions have poured in  from  all sources, and the 
financial condition  o f the college, it is alleged, was 
never in  such a nourishing condition  as it is to-day. 
N or is there any lack o f  students w ho are seeking to 
train them selves for  the Presbyterian m inistry under 
the heretical and tabooed professor, w ho has h im self 
been declared unfit to preach in  consequence o f  his 
“  in fidelity .”  In  this denom ination there are hundreds 
o f  m inisters w ho both sym pathise w ith Dr. Briggs and 
entertain the same v iew s as he does. A t first it was 
thought that these w ould  leave and start a new  and a 
m ore liberal denom ination, but, w ith  tw o or three 
exceptions, they have decided  to remain, and no doubt 
w e shall shortly hear o f  m any m ore cases o f heresy, 
unless the great Presbyterian C hurch o f A m erica  con 
sents to be no longer considered orthodox. T he popu 
larity o f  the view s enunciated by  D r. Briggs is clearly  
show n jin the fact that such leading denom inational 
papers as the In ter io r , o f  Chicago, and the N ew  Y ork  
E vangelist, have both espoused his cause and defen ded  
his position throughout the w hole o f the controversy. 
The higher criticism , as it is called, m ay be considered 
therefore really to have secured a trium ph.

W hat is this h igher criticism  ? S im ply  th is—that 
the Pentateuch, now  called the H exateuch [fo r  the book  
o f  Joshua is now  added to the other five books], was 
not written b y  Moses, nor in fact till hundreds o f  years 
after his death ; that hardly any o f  the Psalms were 
w ritten b y  David, but are the production  o f  a m uch  
later age ; that m any o f  the so-called prophecies were 
g iven  after the events described, and that the greater 
part o f  those hitherto supposed to predict the com ing  
o f  a Messiah had n o  possible reference to Christ ; that 
the book o f  Isaiah ow es its origin  to tw o different m en 
w h o did  not live  at the same tim e ; that a large portion  
o f  the book  o f D aniel is not authentic ; and that the 
“  inerrancy ”  (this is the new  w ord  n ow  em ployed  fo r  
truthfulness) o f  the B ible can no longer be  m aintained. 

I In  a w ord this h igher criticism  alleges that the Bibl®
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abounds in  erroneous statements. This is surely a 
great sceptical advance, and that in  a Church that p ro 
fesses to be bound b y  the “  W estm inster Confession o f 
Faith.”  M oreover, that very  “  C onfession ”  is now  
undergoing revision b y  the Presbyterians o f  A m erica, 
so it is probable that a new  and m ore liberal creed 
w ill be the result.

In  Canada the progress does not appear to be so 
m arked as in  the United States, yet even there the 
hard old  Scotch C alvinism  is fast breaking up. Dr. 
Grant, the P rincipal o f Queen’s U niversity in  K ingston, 
but one o f  the ablest m en in  the Presbyterian Church, 
has espoused the cause o f  Dr. Briggs, and has stated 
p la in ly  in  som e published lectures, delivered to the 
students o f  the U niversity, that the B ible abounds in 
errors. H e even w ent so far as to invite the great^ 
heretic to lecture in  the U niversity  on that w ry  ques
tion  o f  the “  errancy ”  o f  the B ible, w h ich  lecture was 
g iven  to the students w ho listened w ith  profound 
attention w h ile  the orthodox notions in  reference to 
the B ible were condem ned.

A m on g  the M ethodists in  Canada, Dr. W orkm an, a 
professor in  the V ictoria  U niversity, tw o or three years 
ago delivered a lecture explain ing away all the so- 
called  M essianic prophecies, and show ing that none o f 
them  had any reference to Christ. F or this he was 
rem oved  from  his chair in  the U niversity, but was 
neither expelled  from  the denom ination nor deposed 
from  the m inistry ; and, despite his extrem e rational
istic opinions, he rem ains still a m inister in  the Church 
that is supposed to be based upon the teachings o f 
John  W esley. M ore recently  an old  opponent o f  m ine, 
the R ev. A . M . Philips, preached in  T oronto a series o f 
serm ons on the A tonem ent, that m ight have been 
delivered  in  a Unitarian chapel, so heterodox were 
they in  their doctrine. H e stated that the Jew ish 
sacrifices were cop ied  from  the heathens, that they had 
n o  d iv in e  sanction, and typified noth ing whatever. 
H e explained away com pletely  the orthodox doctrine 
o f  the A tonem ent. T he authorities in  M ethodism  
took  up the matter and appointed a com m ittee to 
con fer  w ith  Mr. P hillips and to exam ine h im  as to his 
theological position. T hey  professed them selves quite 
satisfied w ith his position , notw ithstanding his heresy, 
and M r. P hillips, after preaching Unitarianism  in  a 
M ethodist chapel, was retained as a M ethodist m inister. 
It  was said at the tim e that heresy existed to such an 
extent in  this denom ination, that had the reverend 
gentlem an been expelled, m any others w ou ld  have 
le ft  the chapel w ho w ere in  perfect agreem ent w ith  
h im  as to the fallacy o f  o ld  orthodox  notions.

One o f  the ablest m en in the C ongregational Church 
in  A m erica , is Dr. Lym an A bbot, the successor o f  Mr. 
B eecher, and the editor o f  a paper entitled The Outlook, 
form erly  called the Christian Union. Dr. A bbot 
recently  delivered  a series o f lectures on “  The 
E volu tion  o f  Christianity,”  now  published in  book- 
form , in  w h ich  he treats the Christian ro lig ion  as a 
natural developm ent o f  religious thought. H e has 
preached for the Unitarians, and his v iew s seem 
to d iffer but little from  theirs on m ost theological 
points. T o  the same bod y  belong M unger, Gladdens, 
and B radford, all o f  w h om  are far from  being 
orthodox. Dr. H eber N ew ton , author o f The Use and 
Abuse of the Bible, still continues to w rite and 
preach heresy in the E piscopal Church, despite the 
rem onstrances o f  the B ishop.

Thus I find during m y  present v isit to Canada and 
the U nited States, that Freethought view s are m aking 
rapid progress on the A m erican  continent, not on ly  
am ong the masses, but even  in  churches reputed to be 
m ost orthodox. A s in  the Old Country, so on the other 
side o f  the A tlantic, w hat was once regarded as C hris
tianity  can find but few  expounders am ong really in te l
lectual m en. T he alleged “  d iv ine  ”  faith is being 
hum anised m ore and m ore, and the supposed in fa llib le  
B ib le  is d iscovered to be extrem ely  fa llib le  upon most 
o f  the questions it treats upon. This to m e is very 
gratifying, fo r  it indicates the approaching disappear
ance o f  a theological suprem acy that has robbed  life  o f 
its noblest features ; and it heralds the advancem ent o f 
m ankind  tow ards a period  o f  personal d ign ity  and 
m ental freedom . CHARLES W ATTS.

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 21,1893,

T H E  E U S E B IA N  L IT E R A T U R E .

V II .
I PURSUE the Eusebian question a little further, being 
desirous especially to show  that the w hole  question of 
Church literature is in volved  in  it. It seems necessary, 
in  consequence o f remarks that frequently  meet iny 
eye, that I should repeat m y  leading propositions. 
T he Church literature can no longer be treated as the 
w ork  o f independent witnesses, or recorders o f matter- 
of-fact ; that assum ption has been hitherto b lin din g  to 
the student, and utterly baneful to the cause of 
science.

T he Church literature is the result o f an organisation 
o f  literary m en ; o f  the on ly  conceivable organisation 
o f  literary m en w ho can have been concerned in  the 
m atter: nam ely, the oldest order o f  the Christian 
priesthood. N ot a scintilla o f evidence has been 
alleged against these propositions, or is likely  to be 
alleged. W hen  m y friends have once digested those 
propositions, they w ill understand that it is im proper 
any longer to talk o f my theory or my astounding 
“  v iew s.”

It is sim ply that I have seen, o f  course in  m y m ind ’s 
( eye, what any fa irly  studious person m ay and must 

see, i f  he sim ply steps beh ind the scenes o f Church 
story. For it is a scenery, and a drama that w e have 
all been trained to look  upon as the representation o f an 
ancient actuality. T he illusion  has been most pow er
fu lly  abetted b y  one o f the most em inent Freethinkers 
o f  our tim e, b y  Ernest Renan. H e d id  not go behind 
the scenes ; he d id  not suspect the existence o f a great 
stage apparatus and m echanism . F or m yself, I 
d iscovered it by  what m ay be called ap accident of 
studious life .

One o f the Germ an critics (I th ink it was H oltzm ann) 
said a few  years ago, that Christianity was from  first to 
last a B ook -R elig ion . A nother (I  th ink it was Weiss) 
flatly contradicted  h im , saying, “  I thank G od it was 
not so I”  Y ou  cannot say a w ord upon any subject that 
interests, but som ebody w ill hysterically contradict you 
before they kn ow  what your m eaning is. It rem inds 
m e o f  a chairm an at a L incolnsh ire m eeting o f M etho
dists, w h o had hardly opened his m outh, before they 
shouted H allelu jah ! H e observed, “  M y friends ! wait 
till you kn ow  what I am going to say.”  It rem inds me 
o f  a studious young correspondent, w ho tells m e that 
he was in the com pany o f 3ome learned “ in fidels,”  to 
w h om  he endeavored to explain Mr. Johnson ’s opin ions; 
but they absolutely refused to listen to h im ! The 
B ritish population is largely com posed o f— im petuous 
persons !

The reference to Mr. Sym es gives mo an opportunity 
o f  thanking h im  for  the pains he has taken to make 
m y results kn ow n  and understood. A n d  here I may 
interest som o o f  m y readers b y  a not irrelevant m ention 
o f  another Australian, a veteran in  science and letters, 
a v ice-chancellor o f  S ydney U niversity, w ith  w hom  I 
have had the great priv ilege o f  h o ld in g  m any (to me) 
m ost instructive conversations. On arriving in  L ondon 
he wrote m e that he had recently , b y  som o sort of 
accident, p icked  up m y Rise o f Christendom in  A us- 
tralia ; that he had begun the perusal w ith the pre
ju d ices  o f  “  all the w orld  ”  (such  was his phrase) ; but 
that he ended w ith  the con v iction  that I had made out 
“  a very  strong case.”

The corroboration  o f m y  friend  was o f peculiar value 
becauso in  years gone b y  ho had studied w ith  the his
torian F in lay, at A thens, the so-called B yzantine litera
ture, and was perp lexed  by  the fact that a literature 
alleged to extend over som e thousand years was all or 
one cast. A n d  yet (said m y frien d ) there is no more 
flex ib le  language than the Greek. H e was satisfied 
w ith  m y explanation that this m onastic stuff was 10 
fact o f ono cast, and produced during a com paratively 
short period.

The namo Eusebius recalls that o f  Constantine ; and 
I w ish I cou ld  repeat, in  his ow n  w ords, the hinhj
w h ich  D r . -------gave m e on this subject. “  It is hard,
he said on  one occasion, “  to convert the w orld  from  * 
great fo lly ,”  or w ords to that effect. H ow ever, I sh»1 
do m y best, in  his absence, to g ive  m y readers th 
benefit o f  all that m y  frien d  has taught m e. I*1 
gratitude I fee l towards h im  can on ly  bo understood by
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those w ho kn ow  h ow  rare is the virtue w hich  prom pts 
»  man o f science or letters to com e forw ard and take 
his stand b y  the side o f the exponent o f a new  opin ion  
Simply because he believes it to be true.

To resume, Christianity is a book -relig ion , and on ly  
bookish men can possibly understand it. I do not, o f 
course, mean m en o f mere m ental m aw and m em ory, 
but m en o f  judgm ent, w h o have g iven  som e attention 
to the probable Btory o f  books and libraries, and the 
transmission o f docum ents from  earlier to later tim es. 
What can be made o f a w riter w ho, after den y in g  that 
Christianity is a book -relig ion , offers to the pu b lic  a 
volum e o f m any hundred closely-prin ted  pages, fu ll 
of nothing but bookishness from  end to end ?

I ow n that in  com m on  w ith  nearly “  all the w orld ,”  
\ believed that the m em ory o f  a beloved  teacher 
lingered long am ong the hum ble fo lk  o f Syria, and 
that this m em ory was the foundation  o f  the tradition 
which has com e d ow n  to us. It was this be lie f w hich  
retained m e fo r  m any years w ith in  the Christian 
Church. I kn ow  it n ow  to be un founded  The w hole  
question resolves itself into the H istory  o f  Literature ; 
even as the H istory o f Literature resolves itself into 
that o f the writers, printers, and publishers o f books.

There can been no doubt that the m ost pow erfu l 
udnds am ong us have been hypnotised  and Btupefied 
°n this question ; and on ly  now  is the aw akening to 
begin. Let m e g ive  the last illustration that occurs to 
toe. I have been reading lately, once m ore, in  the 
Essays o f  John  Foster, one o f  the m ost pow erfu l and 
least fallacious o f E nglish  thinkers. H e was, indeed, 
a deep ploughm an in certain fields o f  thought, a m ost 
searching sceptic, w hose w ritings, so devout and even 
awe-stricken in tone as they seem to be, nevertheless 
underm ine Christianity, at least in m y  opin ion . But 
a doubt never seems to have crossed his m ind as to the 
genuineness o f  what are alleged to be the Christian 
records.

John Foster is said to have been born  in  1770, and 
1 understand h im  to say that a great aw akening o f 
Ibe m ind from  a state o f long stagnation occurred 
during about the period  1800—1830. S ince Foster’s 
death, there has, w e all know , been great intellectual 
uctivity, especially in  Germ any, directed to the solu 
tion o f the great problem  ; and the result is ackn ow 
ledged failure. W h y ? S im ply  because the question 
° f  the Christian books has been begged from  the outset 
°t the inquiry. I should bo glad to k n ow  any Germ an 
c ''itic w ho has set h im self to answer w ithout prejud ice  
tbe questions, Who wrote the Christian books ? W here  
and in w hat age o f  the w orld  were they written ?

1 hope theso observations m ay be fou n d  useful, in 
Preparation fo r  a new  start upon theE usebian  question ; 
a»d  if  there be difficulties, or what seem in exp lica b ili
ties in  the m inds o f  any o f  m y  readers, I should be 
glad to kn ow  exactly w hat they are ; otherw ise I cannot 
Properly meet them . I am doing  m y best to make 
^ i ’self in te llig ib le , and surely all friends o f  the truth 
sbould act in like  m anner by  m o. M ere silence or 
benevolent neutrality w ill not content m yse lf nor any 
°ue w ho has really understood the m om entous deduc- 
j'ons that m ust bo made from  the facts I have laid 
before the public.

I love the ca lling  o f the teacher, and w ould  use all 
n>y force to persuade the m em bers o f  m y old  profession 
lhat they can no longer honorably defen d  this system 
° f ideas. I f  that bo thought a vain  endeavor, and i f  it 
^ust coino to stern warfaro betw een the sectaries o f  
jTbgions and thoso o f  science, I w ou ld  aid to shorten 
that warfaro, by  pointing out to assailants the very 
heart and citadel o f a system  o f falsehood.

E d w in  J o h n so n .

L illis—“  Docs your pastor stick to his text when he 
a ®,acbo8 ?”  Wallace—“ Oh, yes : ho sticks to it about an hour
an<1 a half, a8 a ru le.”

bii^r' ^ enn°f >B a bright aud well-preserved old gentleman, 
i .' tr) his little granddaughter, Mabel, he seems very old 
Bor’ ’ ^^0 had been sitting on his knee, and looking at him 
Wf,l0Usly f° r some moments one day, when she said, “  Grandpa, 
a8J e y°u in tho A r k ? ” ‘ ‘ Why, no, my dear,”  gasped her 
* it’h“ »hed grandparent. Mabel’s eyes grew large and round 
ask ,'ja8toili,4|‘ inent. “  Then why weren’ t you drowned ?”  she

AN OLD M IRACLE ( N u m erica lly ) CONSIDERED.

“  And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought 
quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it 
were a day’s journey on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it 
were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. And the 
people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the 
next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered 
least gathered ten homers ”  (Numbers xi. 31-32). W e are 
here given to understand that the wrathful Boss of all 
Israel, in a fit of anger (because his famishing people 
desired a change of diet, although he had promised twelve 
months previously that they should have a supply of flesh 
every evening, and manna every morning (Exodus xvi. 
12-13), deluged with quails an area of 4,000 square miles 
to a height of 3 feet from the ground. Dishonest com
mentators o f the Adam Clarke kidney, misrepresent the 
the area as being 24 miles in radius, and that the quails 
came down and flew about at a distance of 3 feet from the 
ground. But their object always was to reconcile 
impossibilities and to make falsehoods appear truths.

Let us see. A  days day’s journey is 24 scriptural miles 
of over 10 furlongs each, and is equivalent to 33 English 
miles. Adding to these 33 miles— say 2 }  miles more to 
allow from the centre to the skirt of the camp—and we 
have a radius of 3 5 } miles. But as this distance extends 
in every direction (around a square encampment covering 
an area of 20 or 30 square miles), we get an area of 
71 miles long by 71 miles broad, that is, 4,000 square miles, 
after making due allowance for the space occupied by the 
camp itself, or 12,185,958,400 square yards. These are 
covered by 15,485 million cubic yards o f quails. The quail 
resembles the partridge in color, and is about as large as a 
blackbird, starling, snipe, or the thrush, and its solid con
tents would not vary much from G cubic inches ; therefore

a cubic yard of quails would contain x  *•< — 7,770.
6

This enables us rto compute, pretty accurately, the total 
Godsend at 12,185,958 400 X  7,776 =  94,758,012,518,400, or, 
in round numbers, at 95 billions. Again, assuming 4 quails 
to 1 pound avoirdupois, we arrive at the gross weight thus : 
94,758,012 5 1 8 ,4 0 0 ^ 2 ,2 4 0 x 4  =  10 575,621,040 tons. This 
weight, divided amongst the 3,000,000 Israelites, would be 
an allowance of 3,525 tons for each man, woman, and 
child. H ow ’s that for pressure ? And again, supposing 
3 per cent, of this weight was feathers, there would be an 
ample quantity to furnish every individual with 4,230 full- 
sized feather beds of 56 pounds weight each. And further, 
if all these unquestionable quantities of quails were laid out 
in single file, head to tail, allowing each bird to measure 
6 inches in length and 6 inches in girth round the breast, 
they would reach 358,932 times round the earth ; and the 
sum of the files would form a belt 11 } miles broad. Thus 
9-1.758,012 5 1 8 , 4 0 0 and = 11} .  But
6 X 1,760 X 25,000 ' ' 6 X 3 X 1,760
as there were 4 acres to every 5 persons, the task of 
picking up all the lot in a reasonable time was a thousand 
times beyond all possibility. Y et even on this occasion 
the Jews verified their notoriety for avarice, for we 
are told that 10 homers was the least quantity anyone 
gathered. W e shall now calculate how much the 
average Jew packed into his capacious bags. A homer is 
75 gallons, and of course 10 homers are 750 gallons. 
This quantity would be sufficient to load 10 or 12 coster
monger’ s barrows. But wo may safely assume that the 
average take was double the least— this would be 1,500 
gallons— a quantity that would occupy a person two days 
and one night (allowing a few hours for rest and refresh
ment) in gathering them at the rate of 45 per minute— and 
this is the only reconcileable feature in the whole story. 
No person with a due regard to justice and truth, can read 
the cruel motives that induced Jehovah to perform this 
supposed stupendous miracle, without wondering why the 
Christians have adopted for a God this despicable and 
disgusting deity.

You may search mythology through aud round 
But a dirtier deity can never be found.

While for falsehood and filth, the Bible ia the book of all 
books. P. W . Ba l d w in .

Teacher (to class of boys)—“  What do you understand by 
divers diseases ?”  Snaffles—“  Bad colds, sir,”
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A C I D  D R O P S .
The Methodist Tines damns “  the filthy stuff by which 

M. Zola disgraced his genius some years ago.”  “  Filthy ”  as 
it is, we dare say the Methody critic has read every word of 
it. The pious denouncers of “  filth ”  have generally a pretty 
extensive knowledge of the article. But as they have pre
sumably read also the blue, purple, and black parts of the 
Bible, it is wonderful how they manage to work up so much 
indignation. Plain-spoken as he is, Zola is always a stern 
moralist; he shows vice in all its hideousness, and depicts its 
natural retribution. But where is the moral of the story of 
Lot and his daughters, of Judah and Tamar, of the Levite 
and. his concubine, or of the jealousy trial in the fifth of 
Numbers ? Besides, no one proposes to put Zola into the 
hands of children, whereas the Bible is forced upon them in 
the public schools.

The Methody critic rejoices that “ if any scoundrel pre
sumes to publish Zola’s earlier works in this country he will 
forthwith be clapped into prison.”  Well, why not serve the 
publishers of the Bible in the same way ? Ferocious virtue 
should at least be impartial.

Mr. J. Mawdsley, the leader of the Lancashire cotton 
operatives, has been provoked by Archdeacon Wilson, of 
Rochdale, into some vigorous denunciation of the sky-pilots. 
He says he may be ignorant, and unfit for his post, but he is 
able to “  reckon up the hypocritical humbugs who pass as 
spiritual leaders,”  and he promises them “  a short shrift ”  
when “  the workers recognise their power.”

Black champions of Christianity are getting quite common 
in England. One of them is Charles Higgins, who on Sunday 
last was holding forth in Hyde Park. Some disturbance took 
place, as appears to be usual at this evangelist’s meetings, and 
Mr. B. H. Pointon received proofs upon bis face of Higgins’s 
muscular Christianity, after which he was hustled by the 
crowd and robbed of fifteen shillings. The sequel was the 
black champion’s appearance at Marlborough-street Police- 
court, where Mr. Newton ordered him to pay £ 3  or go to 
prison for a mouth. This is what a black evangelist gets for 
“ trying to conduct a Christian meeting.”

St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark, was thrown into a great 
commotion on Sunday evening. Monday morning’s papers 
told of a “ dastardly outrage”  and an explosion with a 
“  terrific report.”  They also praised the cool courage of one 
of the Franciscan fathers who was preaching. This man of 
God averted a panic which might have resulted in a fearful 
loss of life. But lo and behold, the “ explosive”  turns out 
to have been a cracker, thrown into the cathedral by a couple 
of small boys. This is what frightened that pious congrega
tion. They were in the very presence of God, nay, safe in the 
everlasting arms ; but they were frightened, yea, miserably 
frightened, by a cracker 1 Such is the sustaining power of 
religion I

Daring the sitting of the Parliament of Religions, Prof. 
Briggs has been lecturing at Chicago on the errancy of the 
Bible, showing the old book makes mistakes in science, 
history and philosophy. Altogether orthodox Christianity is 
hardly likely to profit by the assembly of a Religious Parlia
ment.

Another delegate, Dharmapala, a Buddhist from Calcutta, 
asked the Parliament of Religions how many of them had 
read the life of Buddha. Five hands were held up, four of 
them women, who were perhaps thinking Sir E. Arnold’s 
Tight o f  Asia was meant. “ Five only,”  said the Buddhist;
“  yet you dare to judge nearly five hundred millions of people. 
You preach a God of love,”  be continued, “  but in your 
actions you are selfish. You make of an ignorant or unso
phisticated man a perfect hypocrite. You have used the 
story of a life-crushing, bloody Juggernaut to secure the 
means to save alleged heathens. Juggernaut has been popu
larised by Christian missionaries, and yet a committee com
posed of eminent Englishmen has declared that the Christian 
idea of Juggernaut was a myth, that death and blood were 
repulsive to our people. This Christian story has been 
exploded. It has gone into oblivion.”

T  Dr. Adolf Brodbeck, ono of the German delegttcs to the 
-feedd stajr tc the Gjngrese ?f Freethinkers,

, He proclaimed that the only religion now worth considering 
I was the service of humanity, and expressed his non-belief in 

any future personal immortality. He calls himself a humani
tarian. He was not permitted to finish his discourse, as 
acceptance of godism and immortality of soma sort was con
sidered the parliamentary basis.

Canon Fisher, of Bournemouth, has been exceedingly 
shocked, “  Only a fortnight since,”  he says, “  on his way to 
church on Sunday morning, a boy offered him a newspaper 
for sale! Steady, concerted action mu3t be taken,”  he 
adds, “  to put that kind of thing down.”  And he states the 
reason why, too. Already, according to him, “  the sea 
and cliffs are tempting enough to keep many persons from 
church, and they did not want Sunday newspapers to 
increase the temptation.”  Probably the worthy canon, 
when he said this, did not fully appreciate what his 
contention implies. In effect, he suggests that it is bad 
enough for the clergy of Bournemouth to have to contend 
against the rival attractions which the Creator has provided 
outside the churches, but that with Sunday newspapers also 
in the field against them the clerical case would be hopeless 
indeed. Against God Almighty and the newsagent combined, 
in short, how can even the most eloquent dignitaries of the 
Church hope to hold their own?— Truth.

The Catholic Church at Dover had fifty pounds’ worth of 
communion plate. The officials are now looking about for 
it. The thief who went off with the sacred silver cares more 
for the police than he does for the Devil.

Fifty pounds’ worth of silver plate would have made Judas 
Iscariot’s mouth water. All he got for selling Jesus Christ 
was thirty half-crowns—£3 15s. It was a beggarly price for 
God Almighty.

The Sergeant-major at Hamilton has given orders that the 
wife of a man, who is on the married establishment, shall 
attend church on Sunday. Truth says there is nothing 
in the regulations respecting the attendance of Mrs. T. 
Atkins at church, and unless the Sergeant-major is prepared 
to mind the baby, his edict should be rescinded.

A pamphlet containing the report of a nice scandal in con
nection with the Methodist Episcopal Church at Calcutta 
reaches us from India. Joseph Obadiah, of the London 
Mission, whose wife was a teacher under the Zenana Mission, 
accuses the Rev. 8arbanda Dass, a Hindu convert and minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Diamond Harbor, of 
adultery with the Baid wife, tho accused being himself » 
married man. The proceedings, as may be imagined, form a 
very edifying scandal. Some warm love letters are published 
and counter-charges made. Even the witnesses seem tarred. 
Oae who was inspector of schools under the Christian 
Vernacular Society, admitted he was dismissed for drunken
ness. If Obadiah and Dass are representative Christians, the 
natives must have a low opinion of Cnristian morality.

In Bombay also tho missionaries have a little scandal, the 
Rev. Clarence Arthur Ellis, European manager of tho Bombay 
depot of the Church Missionary Society being accused of 
failing to account for the sum of 1,200 rupees, which he 
should have handed over to the Rev. W. G. Peal, secretary of 
the Society.

Cow worship in India has had its uses. Agriculture being 
carried on by oxen, it has prevented depopulation by whole
sale slaughter in times of famine. Toe sacred animil has, 
however, been the occasion of many disturbances and dispute®, 
and the Cow Protection Society that has been formed 
throughout India is likely to spread the bad feeling already 
existing between Mohammedans and Hindus.

The Sunday League’s recent excursion to Plymouth te 
described by the Western Morning News as being “  in defiance 
of the laws of nature and of God.”  Oar Sabbatarian con
temporary is no authority oa either branch of this subject. 
Anyhow, it need not play the hypocrite, by preparing a paper 
on Sunday to be sold on Monday morning, and then 
denouncing people who seek a little amusement on the sa®0 
day,

*' An Atheist’s suicide ”  was a heading in the papiG 
oa* evening lent wseki A  doien ether suisido
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recorded at tlie same time, bat the reoorts were not headed 
“  A Churchman’s suicide,”  “  A  Baptist’s suicide,”  “  A 
Catholic’s suicide,”  and so forth. As so many Christians 
take their own lives, it may be that the newspapers are past 
noticing i t ; while, from the novelty of the thing, they give 
an Atheist’s suicide a special headline.

Pious magistrates are always the severest, and the justices 
who at Kendal last week sent a man to fourteen days’ im
prisonment with hard labor for begging a small sum, to obtain 
a bed, were prominent members of the Quaker and Plymouth 
Brethren sects.

The Bev. Edward HeDry Elliott, who is only thirty-Sve, but 
a confirmed inebriate, has been committed to prison for a 
month at Wolverhampton.

The solicitor who represented the clergyman charged with 
seducing Alice Sarah Hockley, a servant at the Metropolitan 
Asylum, where the clergyman is supposed to be chaplain, 
had undertaken to pay 2s. Gd. per week for the child’s 
maintenance pending the adjournment of the case for a
month. ^

Two prominent members of the Salvation Army at Boch- 
dale have eloped, and are supposed to be now in America. 
The man has left a wife and a boy of eight, whose money
box he emptied before his departure.

_ A servant girl having recently come from a very quiet 
situation to one a great deal quieter, where nothing of an 
exciting nature was transpiring, remarked to her mistress : 
“ This is an awfu’ quate place ; it’s terrible d u ll; there’s nae 
fun ava— no’ even the Salvation Army.”

Twenty women preachers have been showing the inferior 
sex how to thump the pulpit gracefully at Cardiff. When 
the ladies take to the black business, the third sex will haveU- -

go. But they must first get a revised version of Paul’s 
uotf

to
mjunition, “ I  suffer not women to speak in the churches.”

Miss Bickersteth, the authoress of Japan as we Saw it, is 
the daughter of one bishop and the sister of another. She 
gives a nice specimen of her own training in her book. After 
the earthquake of Nagoya, she quotes the following with 
obvious approval: “  It is a fact that gives one a feeliDg of 
aWe that of the Christians sprinkled amongst this number so 
few were killed, so few wounded, and so few suffered in any 
Way. In many cases theirs were marvellous instances of 
escape. Houses left standing when all around were in ruins, 
80 as to cause the heathen themselves to make comments as 
to why this should be so. We are bound to acknowledge 
that God took care of his own.”  What a dear old God 1 He 
bag no concern for the Japanese till they get dipped in the 
fcatne of himself, his son, and the pigeon.

. "T h e  missionaries make trouble wherever they go.”  Such 
18 the testimony of Sir Lepel Griffin before the Opium Com
mission.

In the North West Province of India, there is said to be a 
°tnbstone inscribed, “ Sacred to the memory of the Eev. 
!ank, who, after twenty years’ unwearied labor as a 

missionary, was accidently shot by his attendant, Ivitnagar. 
" d l  done, thou good and faithful servant."

 ̂ The ScuJcoates (Hull) Board of Guardians had before them 
J)8t week the case of a young girl, aged 17, a member of the 

°ung Women’s Bible Class connected with St. Mary’s Air, 
h Hull. A  married man, one eminent in the church and a 
Unday school visitor, seduced her, and having a poor home, 

r*  was obliged to ask the guardians for temporary shelter. 
, postcard was read which had been received from her 

Grayer, offering to meet her mother in church to arrange 
. ters, to avoid scandal. The Vigilance Society made the 

, Car acquainted with the case, but he desired it to be 
hi kp  ̂ UP> aD<f the name of the girl’s betrayer has not been 

bshed, though it is freely cinvassedin the district.
1

Cĥ be Eev. John Hunt, of Thornton Heath, is a muscular
j j  fistiaa who doesn’ t turn the other cheek to an antagonist. 
^  got into a row with an Oxford-Btreet jeweller, and told 
1,1  ̂ “ ff jo u  pot your hand cn me, I frill • trim ’ you round

Our pious contemporary, the Record, regards the demise of 
the National Reformer as a “  proof that the type of Atheism 
of which Mr. Bradlaugh was so tireless a propagandist is 
losing ground.”  It is really nothing of the kind. The 
Freethought cause is as lively as ever, and better organised, 
and the Freethinker, at any rate, is a long way off its funeral. 
If the Record were better acquainted with the Fraethought 
party, it would know that its journals depend very much oa 
the personality of its conductors. Good writing alone is not 
sufficient. A Freethought paper, to succeed, must be 
directed and pushed by a man of high standing and great 
influence in the party. Charles Bradlaugh’s paper was 
Charles Bradlaugh’s paper. It was bound to die when he 
left it. That it has lasted so long is a proof of the force of 
his personality and the devotion of his followers.

There must be changes in a fighting party like ours. Our 
success is not to be judged by one fact or a few facts. It is 
to be judged by a general survey of our movement. This is 
a test which we may stand with more than serenity— w. fci 
cheerfulness.

The Liberty and Property Defence League sends us a batch 
of tracts, amongst them being one by Lord Halsbury, which 
is headed, “  Security of Contract, Freedom of Labor, and the 
Eight of Private Judgment.”  The last clause is exceptionally 
good. Lord Halsbury is just the right man to hold forth on 
the right of private judgment. As Sir Hardinge Giffard, he 
baited Mr. Bradlaugh for years, doing all the dirtiest work of 
the bigots. He also prosecuted Mr. Foote, and besought the 
jury to defend their holy religion by the strong arm of the law. 
We congratulate the League on its “ liberty”  champion.

The Eev. Canon Smith, vicar of Swansea, has been preaching 
at the parish church from the text “  His strange work ”  (Is. 
xxviii. 21). Be instanced the Bank Holiday accident at 
Aberavon, the railway disasters at Treforest, the drownings 
at Horton, and a number of similar calamities as proofs of 
God’s “  straDgo work.”  Strange work, indeed, and a stranger 
deity. Strangest still that men should meet to praise the 
author of their misfortunes. Canon Smith recognises that 
faith is founded on fear, and to get God properlv reverenced 
he must be put forward in his old character of Davit.

The Portsmouth people have had a visit from the Catholic 
Truth Society, and Canon Foran has been telling the people 
“  They needed the presence of monks and nuns in these evil 
days, that they might keep shining before them the high ideal 
of Christian perfection.”  Across the water, at Gosport, Miss 
Ellen Golding, theEascuedNun, was at the same time detailing 
her sufferings during twenty-five years’ enforced convent life. 
Immorality, disgusting language and poisoning goes on, she 
declares, within the convent walls, and she believes her own 
life was only spared because a sum was paid for her that 
would cease on her death. The Eev. C. Tanner moved a 
resolution that provision should be made for the registration 
and inspection of nunneries in the United Kingdom, which 
was carried unanimously.

We do not suppose nunneries are the filthy places described 
by Aretino, but certainly the nuns are not always as innocent 
as supposed. A patient in a foreign hospital had brought to 
him a pack of cards to beguile the tedious hours withEus»ian 
patience, a game played solus, of which, by the way, Mdme. 
Blavatsky was very fond. A  nun entered, and demanded the 
cards. He refused to give them up, whereupon she said she 
believed they were transparent obscene cards. The patient, 
a foreiga Freethinker, who told this himself, fired up, and 
said he was not acquainted with such articles, though evi
dently she was.

America boasts one more Messiah, in the person of Mr. 
Henry B. Foulke. He says “  John the Baptist was a 
forerunner of Christ. Madame Blavatsky was a reincarnation 
of John the Baptist,”  and she has pronounced Mr. Foulko the 
new Messiah. Foulke was president of the Krishna branch 
of the Theosophical Society at Philadelphia. The Roston 
Globe devotes over three columns to an interview with 
the crank. Among other things, he said “  Blavatsky, as we 
all know, was a man. She had the exterior form of a 
woman, but she could never have married and borne chillren. 
In all her manners, habits, actions, she was a man. She 
smoked oigaretteo. She was impudent and vulgar. She had 
bsd haHt?( Putj in spite t f  i.t all, hcrV frai r dm **
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mission.”  There can be no doubt of this, since she chose 
Foulke as her successor.

vention. Everybody knows that the dear old Church of 
England is doomed.

The Standard of Sept. 29 gave a very interesting article on 
the little-known sect of Yezidis, or Devil-worshippers of 
Mesopotamia. These people, with an eye to the power that 
can do them most harm, pay their adoration to Satan. 
They keep at their temple seven white cows dedicated 
to Sheikh Shems, that is the sun, and the building to 
which they are attached is known as “  The Sanctuary of the 
White Cow.”  They have a Bible which only one family 
is allowed to read— as cohens only read in the Jewish 
Synagogues. Their service is held at night in a huge cave. 
Their emblem is the peacock, which they sav was the form in 
which the fallen angel tempted Eve in Paradise, and it 
is through a peacock Satan will regain his position in 
heaven. ____

The service witnessed by the writer in the Standard, was 
the initiation of a novice into the order. He had been kept 
like Moses, Elijah, and Jesus tasting forty days, and was laid 
at the foot of the altar beside the dead body of a brother, 
whose place he was to take. Eaised by the priests, he 
prostrates himself before a bronze peacock, and is put 
in a mendicant’s robe, with one black cord round his waist, 
and another round his neck. This cable tow must never 
leave him, and is buried with him. He then passes before 
the others, all of whom spit in his face. He then lights a 
wick, and passes it round; the procession is reformed, and 
the party emerge to daylight where, when the Yezidis see 
the peacock, they fall prostrate upon the ground, uttering a 
shriek which re-echoes through the valley.

While the Archbishop of York was preaching at tho 
Chapel of Ease, Liverpool-road, Islington, last Sunday evening, 
a terrible groaning noise was heard, and suddenly a sash was 
lifted and a skeleton’s head and shoulders appeared at the 
window. Several ladies fainted and had to be carried from 
the church. The attendants rushed outside to the graveyard 
to find the skeleton, but it had vanished. Perhaps old 
Lazarus has come back again.

Another panic has occurred at a Jewish synagogue in 
Warsaw. A false alarm of fire was raised, and a stampede 
ensued, in which eleven women were injured and a child 
was suffocated. Woe to the weak 1 when religious people are 
striving to keep out of heaven.

“ A  modern philosopher,”  the Christian, World  says 
“  has complained that if the Archangel Gabriel were seen 
flying near the earth, some one would try to shoot him. 
Very likely ; and the sporting parsons would be on the job. 
It would be awkward for Gabriel. But how much worse it 
would be if the Paraclete were flying about as it was at the 
baptism of Jesus. Fancy a fatal pot shot, and the third 
person of the Trinity figuring in a pigeon p ie ! It is too 
awful to contemplate.

High Church and Low Church have vied to make the black 
Congress at Birmingham a big affair. But after all the 
public have little concern with the clerical palaver. Whether 
advocating episcopal extension or condemning the Parish 
Councils Bill, they make it evident it is their own interests 
with which they are chiefly concerned.

The Birmingham Daily Mail gives some of the humors of 
the preparations for (he Church Congress. The clergy were 
anxious to find hosts, but some are very particular. One 
reverend gentleman made a personal inspection of as many 
as 150 houses where he might have been entertained, but 
none came up to his standard. Another took exception to 
the design on the toilet service. In one case a man of God 
said he should not attend the evening meetings, but go to 
the theatre instead. Another wrote : “  I shall not care to 
attend any of the evening meetings, and dinner at 7.30, is 
just what I should like.”

Henry 8. Cochran, chief weigher at the Philadelphia Mint, 
has stolen 134,000 dollars’ worth of bullion during the last 
five years. He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian 
Church, and took part in Salvation Army meetings.

Dr. MacKenzie, having to give evidence in Caerphilly 
Police-court, objected to kiss the Book. He said it was 
dirty. The clerk asked him if he wished to swear like 
a Scotchman by holding up his hand. Dr. MacKenzie said 
he would rather affirm, but the clerk replied that he 
could not do so, having previously stated that he had no 
religious objection to the oath. “  Kiss the book and finish 
with it,”  said the Bench, whereupon the doctor kissed 
the “  dirty ”  volume, and went on with his evidence. It ig 
getting pretty well time to abolish the oath altogether.

Providence means business at Misson, in Nottinghamshire. 
Three months ago the Vicar, the Eev. F. W. Keene, was 
injured by lightning, and his life was despaired of. lie 
recovered, however, and went off for a holiday. On the very 
day of his return home his church was struck by lightning 
and half destroyed. He arrived in the evening to find his 
gospel-shop an utter wreck. Something will have to be 
done to put Providence in a good temper, or Parson Keene 
will have to follow Jonah’s example and flee from the 
presence of the Lord. ____

During a heavy thunderstorm, the church at Pinchbeck, 
near Spalding, Lincolnshire, was struck by lightning, and fire 
was ret to the timbers of the roof of the tower under the lead 
covering. God should protect his own houses better.

Harvest Thanksgiving Services have, as usual, been all the 
rage lately. The sky-pilots do nothing for the harvest, but 
they chip in at the finish as though they had benevolently 
superintended the whole business. Even the Salvation Army 
goes in for its share of the pickings. At Douglas, Isle of 
Man, the Salvationists advertise that they “  want ”  a lot of 
things for their Harvest Festival. The list includes over a 
hundred items, and among them are “ gold ”  and “  watches.”  
We did not know that the farmers grew such articles.

St. Jobn's-wood Chapel is supported by the Marylebone 
Vestry. The Sunday attendance varies from seven to fifty, 
(he pew rents yield £4  10s. a year, and the gas bill is nearly 
double that amount. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Church Committee recommends the vestry to reduce the 
salary of the incumbent to one guinea per annum, which is 
evidently considered to be a guinea more than he is worth. 
Of course the Bishop of London declines to interfere. The 
time will come when there will be no necessity for his inter

The recent discussion between Dr. Clifford and the Eev. J« 
Urquhart on the “  inerrancy ”  of scripture has brought a 
number of solicited letters to the Christian Commonwealth- 
Among them is one from the Eev. Archibald G. Brown, wh° 
says the Bible is infallible in every word. “  Faith in Christ 
and doubt about the Pentateuch,”  he says, “  is impossible. 
Dr. Adamson, on the other hand, says “  there arc lies in the 
Bible,”  and Prof. Sayce that Oriental archaeology is dead 
against the infalliblists; the Assyrian inscriptions, for instance, 
having shown that “  the chronology of the book of Kings l* 
hopelessly wrong.”

Dr. Parker takes part in the discussion indirectly. Speaking 
directly, he never discusses ; he dogmatises. It is safer. 1“ 
the course of his last sermon at the City Temple he remarked, 
with touching imbecility, that the Bible export ho honored 
was his mother ! After that he melted into gush about the 
“  dear, sweet old book.”  But in a lucid interval he observe 
that, “  What used to be called infidelity outside is now calle 
the higher criticism inside.”  Dr. Parker’s advice is “  &iV.e 
the Bible time.”  We say ditto. “  Give it time 1” ^  lS
found out already by thousands, and in “  time ”  it will be 
found out by millions.

St. Mary’s, Balham, is advertising for a new Church *ch°0 
teacher. It takes fid. per week from all pupils, and offer 
the munificent sum of £55 a year !

What is the matter with Tom Mann ? He is priva ^  
reputed to bo a Freethinker, but he seems to think it P*!3^  
coquet with religion. Eecently, at Westbourne-park 0^aP 
he talked about a “  shocking materialism ”  which the a 
movement threatened to develop. Is there any more “ shoe
materialism ”  than pandering to what you don’t believe 
the sake of success ? tl
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

Sunday, October 8, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E .C .:— 
<!rn ’̂ "What to do -with the House of Lords”  (free). At 7, 

The Daybreak of Humanity ”  (free ; reserved seats 6d. and 3d.) 
Thursday, October 12, Gladstone Club, 43 Grange-road, 

Bermondsey, at 8, “  Christ and Democracy.”

October 15, Camberwell; 22, Manchester ; 29, Bristol. 
November 5, Nottingham; 12 and 19, Hall of Science; 26, 

Tyneside.
Decembers, Leicester; 10, Liverpool; 17 and 24, Hall of 

Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Me. Chaules Watts’ Engagements.— Nov. 12, Town Hall, 
Birmingham ; 19, Manchester; 26, Birmingham. Dec. 3 and 
10, Hall of Science, London; 17, Birmingham.— All com
munications for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (if a reply 
is required a stamped and addressed envelope must be 
enclosed) at Baskorville Hall, The Orescent, Birmingham.

T. Elliott.—Thanks for the information. Branches ought 
not to let unknown and untried persons lecture for them.

A. Dunbas.—Cuttings are always welcome. We note your 
suggestion.

A. Y. Z.—Readers do us a service by sending newspaper 
cuttings on which we can found a paragraph.

"• Kneen.—Glad to find our Douglas Head lecture has brought 
the N.S.S. at least one new member from Douglas. Some 
day or other the experiment may be repeated. We are not 
acquainted with the Mr. Lees you refer to. Miss Yance 
■will forward your member’s certificate.

A. Reynolds.—See paragraph.
” • WiGELbWOETH.—Pleased that you think our Summer Number 

“ grand.”  See “  Acid Drops.”
d. Ha r k is .— See paragraph.
*• A. Davifs, writing from Dover, which ho says is entirely 

given over to Beer and Bible, throws a little light upon Dr. 
A. J. Harrison’s attitude towards the Thirty-nine Articles. 
Dr. Harrison stated at Exeter Hall, in reply to Mr. Davies, 
that he had sworn adherence to the Articles, but ho did not 
believe them.

®T- John.— Apply to the Principal Librarian in writing for a 
reading ticket for the British Museum Library.
Maskf.l l .— N ot w orth  attention.

I. Lewington.—Any manual of Astronomy will give you the 
information. The stars were not “  brought there," so there 
is no necessity to discuss “  who brought them ?”

Îi’ T. Niciioll.—See paragraph.
D. Courtney.—Such scurrilous leaflets may bo galling, but it 

was always the fate of our party to be libelled. We do not 
believe that such leaflets do us any real injury ; their malig
nity is so obvious to anyone who has a reasonable share of 
brains ; and persons below that standard are not likely to 
become Freethinkers. It is well to cultivate a spirit of 
philosophical indifference to the rancor of the fanatios of 
tho gospel of charity.

I». Scott.—You are not a member of tho Battersea Branch. We 
Prefer official reports of such matters.

f • Whki, an.—Shall appear.
" .  Tiffin .—The Watts-Marcbant debate has not been pub

lished. Mr. Footo lectures at Newcastle on Nov. 20. Glad 
In hear your newsagent (at Stocksfield) will display the 
Freethinker.

• Q. Bartram.—See paragraph.
"• Barnes.—Thanks for getting your newsagent to display a 

contents-Bhoet. Mr. Fordor will attend to the rest.
^•B.S. Benevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowleges :
J .  Baker, £1 Is.
y. Lawrik.—Insorted. Wo regret tho necessity.
Av ®„INN:EI1.—Shall appear.

H. Cheesman.—All right; fire away. But wo don’t recol
lect discussing with you on Miracles. When and where

J ** take place P We are open to learn.
• Wood.—Shakespeare’s will was doubtless drawn up by an 
attorney, who began with tho usual pious flourish. It wns 
Universal in those days. A glanco at the wills of eminent 
Religious men of tho same ago will show tho difference 
between a more form and a definito expression of Christian 
”°Bef. After a careful study of Shakespearo’s writings, and 
f l i n g s  about him, we are convinced that he was r

W «  tian-
T vi ^ n° n.—Next week.
L* ipAY.~-Will try to find room, 

v HWaitrs.— Mrs. Besant is not a Spiritist. The nonsenso 
"/U refer to is beneath contempt. Your father’s death was 
Public nows, and the Spiritists are making use of it accord
as to their wont. They brought up Charles Bradlaugh’s 

?nost at a Birmingham Béance, so your father’s ghost is
L jji goo<l company.

turr Notices, Etc., should bo written on postcards or 
e envelopes marked outside, and be sent to 14 Clorkenwell- 

6reen, London, E.O.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
— Western Figaro — Liberator— Liberty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo —  Truthseeker — Fritankaren—La R aison - 
Lucifer—Secular Thought—Independent Pulpit—T ablet- 
Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—De Dageraad— 
La Vérité Philosophique—Ironclad Age—Church Reformer 
— Clevedon Mercury—Birmingham Daily Mail— Standard- 
Boston Globe—Allahabad Pioneer—Glasgow Weekly Herald 
— Weekly Bulletin—Sun—Marylebone Mercury.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor. 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at tho following rates, prepaid :— One 
Year, 10s. 6d. ; Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £ l 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

TH E H A LL OF SCIENCE SCHEME.

It will be remembered that Mr. George Anderson 
promised to give £300 if the number of shares in the 
National Secular Hall Society (Limited) were made up 
to 3,000 by the end of July. The following corres
pondence relates to this matter.

14 Clerkenwell-green, E.C.
Sept. 14, ’93.

Dear Sir ,—I was sorry to have to inform you that we were 
unable to mako up the number of shares in the Hall of Science 
scheme to 3,000 by the end of July, which was the condition 
of your offer to give the sum of £300. You are aware, how
ever, that we very considerably increased our share capital 
under the stimulus of your promise. I think you will also 
admit that wo labored under heavy disadvantages; such, for 
instance, as the phenomenal fine weather, so greatly prolonged, 
which played havoc with indoor meetings, and the numerous 
commercial failures, by which many of our people sufforod 
severe financial injury. In the circumstances, therefore, I 
venture to ask you to extend your offer to February. This 
would enable me, during the more fruitful winter months, to 
continue my appeal to tho Freethoughl party with a reasonable 
prospect of complete success.—Yours truly,

G. Anderson, Esq. G. W. Foote.

Sept. 17, 1893.
Dear Sir ,—In answer, I fully recognise that the causes you 

state must havo interfered with the taking of shares. In 
looking over tho list of shareholders, I find that vory fow havo 
taken more than ten shares—only three ran up to a hundred 
each ; from which I judge that many of Mr. Bradlaugh’s moro 
wealthy friends have not yet responded.

Two things, I think, should be done, nave the matter 
brought beforo tho moro wealthy friends of Freethought as 
soon as gentlemen havo returned from summer resorts; also, 
the money will only be required when building operations 
begin, which cannot bo this year, and as numerous share
holders have only taken one to fivo Bhares, l  feel that many of 
thoso will increase their holdings.

I estimate that tho building operations will require between 
two and three thousand pounds, if proper advantage is to bo 
taken of providing good cellarage, which is most necessary to 
a public institution, besides which there are the payments to 
bo made to tho late tenant from whom wo purchased ; so that 
if wo are to start free of debt we ought doubtless to have a sub
scribed capital of four thousand pounds before we begin 
building.

I am willing to give you the further time you ask, namely, 
till end of February, 1894, on condition that by that time you 
havo 4,000 sharos taken, and a sum of 2s. 6d. paid on each 
share taken between now and then.

I trust that you may be successful, and that by Christmas, 
1894, the frionds of Charles Bradlaugh will be able to sit down 
in their renovated Hall where his voice was so eloquently 
hoard so often.—Yours truly, George Anderson.

G. W. Footo, Esq.
After thanking Mr. Anderson for the extension of 

his offer, I have to ask the Freethought party to see 
that it is not lost. Next's week’s Freethinker will 
contain, in every copy, a prospectus with a share- 
application form. In the meanwhile, let every Free
thinker settle what he can do, and let him fill up the 
application form next week. It is highly desirable 
that the rebuilding should be begun in the spring.

G. W . Foote .
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S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Shoreditch. Town Hall is only a few minutes’ walk from 

the Hall of Science, and on Sunday evening last the Sunday 
League began its winter season there. Despite this counter 
attraction, Mr. Foote had another splendid audience. Mr. 
Forder presided, and announced that a collection would be 
taken up for the locked-ont miners’ wives and children, an 
object to which the N.8.S. Executive, though short of funds, 
had voted one guinea. After the collection, which realised 
£ 4  17s., there was a little discussion. Mr. Foote delivers 
the fourth and last lecture of this special course this evening 
(Oct. 8), his subject being, “  The Daybreak of Humanity.”  
Freethinkers should make an extra effort to bring their 
Christian friends on this occasion. We hope to see the hall 
packed in every corner. ____

The Sunday morning free lectures at the London Hall of 
Science opened with a capital audience, and the collection 
was far above the average. Mr. Foote lectured on “  The 
Coal 8trike and its Lessons.”  Mr. B. 0. Smith presided. 
Mr. Foote lectures again this morning (Oct. 8) on “  What 
to do with the House of Lords.”

The Bradlaugh birthday celebration at the London Hall of 
Science was to have been reported in the Daily Chronicle, 
but somehow no notice appeared. We suspect it was 
“  barked.”  However, a good report appeared in the Morning 
Leader, and was reproduced in an abbreviated form in 
the San and other journals.

Mr, Charles Watts sails from New York in the “ Alaska 
on October 28, and he will arrive in Liverpool about Nov. 4 
or 5. His first lecture after his return will be in the Town 
Hall, Birmingham, on Sunday, November 12.

The Boston Investigator has a good article on the Congress 
now sitting in Chicago, which it hopes will make no attemp 
at alliance with any Christian bodies which may fall in with 
its items of a free Sunday, and church taxation. It says : 
“  We must recognise that Christianity as a religious faith is 
back of every religious evil which we are trying to correct, 
and it seems to us to be the shortest and surest way to 
reformation to destroy the faith in which these evils 
flourish.”  He concludes with the hope that “  whatever else 
the Congress does, it will declare itself anti-Chri9tian.”  In 
this the good old Investigator certainly voices the opinion of 
the' immense majority of English and Continental Free
thinkers, and a certain half-heartedness which characterised 
the American Secular Union when its headquarters were 
at Philadelphia, rendered it necessary that thus much should 
be said.

Senor Adolfo Maglia, whom we met at Paris in ’80, and on 
his visit to London in the following year, when he was under 
sentence for blasphemy, is, we notice, the representative of 
several of the most important Spanish Freethought Societies 
at the International Congress at Chicago. Senor Maglia has 
made many sacrifices for the cause of progress in Spain, and 
we are pleased to note he is put forward in such a 
representative capacity.

The Wolverhampton Branch holds its annual meeting this 
evening (Oct. 8) at 7, at the Midland Tramway Coffee 
House, 35 Snow-hill. Every member should attend. 
Arrangements are to be made for a good winter’s 
propaganda, and fcr cooperation with the Birmingham 
Branch.

South London friends will note that Mr. Foote lectures on 
Sunday, Oct. 15, at the Camberwell Secular Hall on “ A 
Search for the Soul.”  It is a long time since his previous 
visit to Camberwell, and it will be some time before he can 
visit it again.

Freethought propaganda has of late been carried on 
vigorously at Wimbledon, and a Branch of the N 8 S. has 
been established there. The open-air lectures by Mr. James 
Eowney, Mr. Harry Courtney, and others, have caused a good 
deal of excitement. The local Independent has given fair 
reports and comments. The Christian opposition, as wo see 
from the reports, is too apt to take the shape of tinging m  
hvar a* poisibls te the FmthinkstSi

Mr. Harry Courtney, who was ill some time ago, is now 
completely recovered and “  on the war path.”  On Sunday he 
lectured at Wimbledon, and disposed of every copy of the 
Freethinker he took with him. By means of collections at 
his meetings, Mr. Courtney has been able to send £2 13s. 6i. 
to the miners’ relief fund.

The Aberdeen Branch has been quiescent during the 
late phenomenal summer, but it is waking up again, and we 
hope the members will attend the new course of Sunday 
evening lectures. Mr. John Harkis, secretary, 38 SpittaL, 
will be glad to hear from members in arrear with their 
subscriptions.

The Newcastle Branch has lost the services of Mr. Forrest 
as secretary, his employment have necessitated his removal 
to Durham. The members should muster in strong force at 
the monthly meeting, on Oct. 29, to elect a new secretary. 
Meanwhile they should note that the Sunday evening 
lectures are resumed, and made as attractive as possible. 
Mr. Foote visits Newcastle at the end of November, and 
he hopes to find that the members have rallied round the 
committee and begun a good winter’s work.

The Pope, having refused to recognise the right of the 
King of Italy to nominate the Patriarch of Venice, the Italian 
government has decided to refuse its exequatur to the 
Bishops nominated at the Papal Cmsistories. Pecci ought to 
know, that ia quarreling with the Italian government, he is 
the earthen pot jolting against the metal one.

The new Hall of Science Debating Class met at 142 Old- 
street, E 0., on Monday evening, when Mr Geo Standriog 
opened a discussion on “  Am I My Brother's Keeper ?”  i c 
was spirited and adjourned. On Monday evening next it will 
be resumed by Mr. Carton, who will open from the Indivi
dualist’s standpoint. Members of the N.S.S. are invited to 
attend and take part in the disenssion.

Next Thursday (Oct. 12) Mr. Foote lectures on “ Christ 
and Democracy ”  at the Gladstone Club, 43 Grange-road. 
Bermondsey. The bigots have tried, but failed, to prevent 
the uee of the Club hall by the Freethinkers. Mr. Foote* 
lecture will be followed by others during the winter season.

An adjourned meeting of the Finsbury Park Branch will 
beheld at 11 Blackstock-road, Finsbury Park, on Fiidsy» 
October 6, at eight o’clock. Members are requested to 
attend, as important matters have to be discussed affecting 
the welfare of the Branch.

Mr. George Anderson sends us a letter he has received 
from a soldier at Colchester, who has been reading some of 
the Freethought literature which Mr. Anderson has had 
forwarded to warships and barracks. The writer style* 
himself an aggressive Atheist. He finds the Bible Handbook 
very useful in discussion with Christians. With respect 
to Mr. Foote’s Letters to Jesus Christ, he says:— “ I could 
not help feeling amused with his wit, as well as struck by his 
lucid and powerful reasoning. He is a sort of smiling 
whirlwind to Christianity.”

W ill Christ Save Vs ? was to have been ready at the end 
of August, but it was unavoidably delayed. The sheets 
are now in the binder’s hands, and the pamphlet will be on 
sale next week with the Freethinker. Besides the articles 
which appeared in these columns, the pamphlet contains 
about as much fresh matter. The whole is carefully 
written, and Mr. Foote intends to send out press copies, just 
to see whether the old conspiracy of silence is still unbroken.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window, . ,
(2) Get your newsagent to tako a few copies of the Freethin

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the ■-> P1 
that remain unsold. _ nr

(3) Take an extra o >py (or moro), and circulate it among y
acquaintances. +r*im

( i )  Loaves oupy of tho FreethitiktT tlotT and th?2 -
the css?) oi t!:o oEstsibn»)
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PARABLES OP HEAVEN.

I HAVE always been curious about heaven. Partly to 
satisfy this curiosity and partly to seek a little diversion 
from mere earthly affairs, I lately turned up the parables 
of Jesus on this subject. I found them very entertaining, 
though Jesus left me more mystified than he found me. 
Considering that he must have spent some considerable time 
in heaven, his information is meagre and confusing. “  The 
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good 
seed in his field : But while men slept his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.”

There is more of it, but it only goes to show that, after 
nil, the kingdom of heaven is very similar to the earthly 
kingdom. “  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took and sowed in his fie ld : which is indeed 
the least of all seeds; but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tre9.”  ’

It would be distressing to find heaven so small, were it 
not for the cheering reflection that it will grow. It may, 
in fact, become a tree— a mustard tree. Should, therefore, 
some stray sceptic get, accidentally as it were, to heaven, 
he may, I presume, be scripturally regarded as “  up a tree.”  
It is, of course, very desirable that this subject should be 
treated reverently, and, lest we should forget such an 
important consideration, we will pass on to the next parable.

“  The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven which a 
Women took and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened.”

It is a truly remarkable kingdom. It leavens the whole, 
prior, presumably, to its being baked, in a place that I 
hesitate to mention. This question has to be treated with 
proper delicacy, owing to its sacred character.

“  Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid 
in a field : the which when a man hath found he hidetb,” etc.

There is something about that heavenly treasure beats 
me. I cannot explain what they keep hiding it for. What, 
I wonder, does the man who hide it say when he finds it 
gone. Probably suspecting that the party who found it 
has again hidden it, he may start out once more to seek i t ; 
unless, in the meantime, it occurs to him that a treasure so 
apt to disappear is not worth troubling after.

“  Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant
man seeking goodly pearls,”  etc.

In the previous parable the kingdom was like unto 
treasure ; now it is like the man who seeks the treasure. 
Herein we see the great beauty of Christ’s teaching. If 
you have any difficulty in comprehending what he means, 
you may twist the thing round and try again. No one can 
complain that he did not attempt to make the kingdom of 
heaven well understood. Those who could not get a clear 
idea of it from the mustard seed illustration might have 
better luck when it became a question of treasure.

“  Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
Was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind,”  etc.

It would appear from this parable that heaven catches 
both good and bad until the final sorting out. Therefore, 
if we should happen to be taken in that net, we may yet 
disport ourselves among the elect for a brief period, until 
We get spotted and unceremoniously chucked out.

This parable contains a valuable hint to Freethinkers. 
Above all things try to avoid the “  n et”  ; if you have any 
desire to escape being cast into a “  furnace of fire”  where 
there shall be “ wailing and gnashing of teeth” — (if you 
have any). “  Jesus saith unto them, Dave ye understood 
all these things? They say unto him, Yea Lord.”  Were 
they liars ? Yea Lord. J. M.

Teacher (examining a class of littlo boys in scripture)—
“  What did Jacob say when ho saw tho bridal train, the men 
loading tho camels, laden with costly presents?” Pupil—
“  The Campbells are coming, hurrah, hurrah !”

In a Scotch church, tho clergyman was ono day giving 
notice that on tho following Sunday the rite of baptism would 
he administered to children. Ono of the elders of tho church, 
who had the misfortune to bo almost stone deaf, imagined tho 
yicar was announcing the adoption of a new hymn-book, and 
just as tho worthy pastor had said,“  All of you having children 
and desiring thorn to bo baptised, will please bring them next 
Sunday,” rose in his seat and added, “  Any lady or gentleman 
Who has not yet got ono will bo supplied by mh for ninepence , 

cr Vith extra strong baeke one shilling,” 1

WATCH AND PRAY.

[If the above-named injunction, so frequently impressed upon Chris
tians, had been reversed, and made to read thus, “  Pray ! and watch— 
the re su ltth in g s  might have been different.]

A nd  so--------- thou prayest softly. Thou
Hast asked tho infinite to bow 
And hear thee babble !

Could the brain 
Of mortal man conceive a train 
Of thought, more impudently vain 
Than this ? That one poor grain of sand 
From life’s wide surface, lifts his hand,
And calls on the immutablo 
To shift his purpose, change his will.
With calm assurance 1

Will yon sky,
Against whoso brazen arch the cry 
Of billions, cursed by every pain,
Has hammered ceaselessly and vain,
Be softened, that thy plaintive plea,
Thus offered up on bended knee,
May gain admittance ?

Will thy god,
Who heard the moan of nations, trod 
By tyrant masters ; saw the slaves 
Sink xnanaclod to countless graves ;
And war’s red ravage heap its slain 
On every hill, and every plain,
And nothing said: have aught to say 
To thee, because thou doigu’st to pray ?

Can’st thou suppose that ho who rends 
Tho cities’ hearts with earthquakes; sends 
The cyclone fraught with ruin’s breath ;
Tho plague and famine white with death ;
The storm, which hurls with ono fell shock 
A hundred ships on shore and rock,
While shrieks and groans and terror’s prayer 
Rise wild, but useless, on tho air ;
Can’st thou suppose a god like this 
Is troubled by thy woe or bliss?

Alas! my brother :—This belief 
Was dangled in the arms of grief 
And nurtured at the breast of fear!
And priesthoods bummed it in tho oar 
Of trusting ignorance and hope,
Still striving fretfully to grope
For things unseen. And when at last
The breath of reason blew her blast
On learning’s trumpet—tore tho tale
Of mystic fable like a veil
From dogma’s dominance—What said
Earth’s cowled and mitred ? Ask tho dead?
The dead whose tortured bodies fell 
As thick as rain-drops from that bell,
The Inquisition. Question well 
Those fair brave women who, in shame 
That men would shudder but to name,
Woro torn and broken, till their breath 
Grew mercifully hushed in death.
And when thou hearest what they say 
Of what they suffered at tho spleen 
Of thoso who bade their fellows pray,
And think, “  these things had novor boon 
Had God so willed it.” —Think again I 
And ask thyself if all the shame 
And woo accomplished in his name 
Wero impotent to move him ; vain 
To rouse bis pity or his power 
In that foul time, that awful hour,
AVhon streams of blood and tears ran red 
Between their banks of ghastly dead !
What hope, or thought, or chance can’st thou 
For one mad moment entertain 
Of luring him to lull thy pain,
Or hear thy supplication now ?

Cottonopolis.

Littlo Minnie had a new frock. When she wont to bed her 
mother told her to say, “ Now 1 lay mo down to sleep, I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep.” “ I pray tho Lord my clothes to 
keep ”  said little Minnie, nor could she be induced to alter this 
improved form of prayer.

A clergyman was about to announce the banns of marriage. 
He had got as far as “  I announce the banns of marriage 
botween —” when he could not find the book containing the 
particulars. The clerk, seeing bis difficulty, with tho intention 
of telling whero the missing book was, said, “  Between tho 
cushion and the desk.” The congregation had hard work ** 

| keen thcG faces etraighti"
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IM M E D IA T E  P R A C T IC A L  O BJECTS OF T H E  
N A T IO N A L  SE C U LA R  SO C IE TY .

[Tho following Program has been drawn up by a special 
sub-committee of the N.S.S. Executive, the President sitting 
ex officio. It has been approved by the Executive, and ordered 
to be printed, under the Principles, in the Society’s prospectus, 
according to a vote of tho last Conference.]

The Legitim ation  o f  Bequests to Secular or other 
Freethought Societies, fo r  the m aintenance and propa
gation o f  heterodox opin ions on matters o f religion, 
on the same conditions as apply to Christian or Theistic 
churches and organisations.

The A bolit ion  o f  the B lasphem y Laws, in  order that 
R elig ion  m ay be canvassed as free ly  as other subjects, 
w ithout fear o f  fine or im prisonm ent.

The Disestablishm ent and D isendow m ent o f the 
State Churches in  England, Scotland, and W ales.

T he A b o lit ion  o f all R eligious Tests and D isabilities 
in  schools, colleges, m unicipalities, parliam ent, the 
executive, and the judicature.

T he A bolit ion  o f  all R eligious Teaching and B ib le  
R eading in  Schools, or other educational establish
ments, supported b y  the State.

T he open ing o f all endow ed educational institutions 
to the ch ildren  and youth  o f all classes alike.

The A brogation  o f all law s in terfering w ith  the free 
use o f Sunday fo r  purposes o f culture and recreation ; 
and the Sunday opening o f  state and m unicipal 
M useum s, Libraries, and A rt Galleries.

A  R eform  o f the Marriage Laws, especially to secure 
equal justice fo r  husband and w ife , and a reasonable 
liberty  and fa cility  o f  d ivorce.

T he equalisation o f the legal status o f  m en and 
w om en, so that all rights m ay be independent o f 
sexual distinctions.

The protection o f  ch ildren  from  all form s o f v iolence, 
and from  the greed o f those w ho w ou ld  m ake a profit 
out o f their premature labor.

The abolition  o f  all hereditary distinctions and p r i
vileges, as fostering a spirit antagonistic to justice 
and hum an brotherhood.

T he im provem ent b y  all ju st and w ise means o f  the 
conditions o f  daily  life  for  the masses o f  the people, 
especially in tow ns and cities, w here insanitary and 
incom m odious dw ellings, and the want o f  open spaces, 
cause physical weakness and disease, and the deteriora
tion  o f  fam ily  life .

T ho prom otion  o f  the right and duty o f  Labor to 
organise itself fo r  its m oral and econom ical advance
ment, and o f its claim  to legal protection in  such 
com binations.

T he substitution o f  the idea o f  R eform  for that o f 
Punishm ent in  the treatment o f Crim inals, so that 
Gaols m ay no longer be places o f  brutalisation, or even 
o f  m ere detention, but places o f physical, intellectual, 
and m oral elevation fo r  those w ho are afflicted w ith  
anti-social tendencies.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

Executive meeting held at the Hall of Science, Sept. 28. 
The President in tho chair. Present: Messrs. S. Hartmann, 
R. 0. Smith, G. Standring, J. M. Wheeler, C. J. Hunt, J- 
Samson, T. Parris, G. J. Warren, E. Bater, J. Potter, T. Gorniot, 
G. Ward, W. Trow. C. W. Martin, E. II. Lloyd, 0. Steel, G. H. 
Baker, and R. Border, hon. sec.

Minutes of previous meeting and those of Organisation 
Committee were read and confirmed, and tho cash statement 
was accepted.

Mr. Gorniot moved, and Mr. Bater seconded, “  That the sum 
of one guinea be voted to tho fuud for the relief of the dis
tressed wives and children of the miners ” ; carried. It was 
resolved that a collection should bo falcon for tho wives and 
children of the miners after Mr. Foote’s lecture on Sunday.

Mr. Foote reported that a largely attended meeting was held 
on Sept. 26, at the Hall of Science, in commemoration of the 
birthday of Mr. Bradlaugh.

The Shilling Week Fund having been audited by Mr. Hunt, 
the net amount was reported to be £29 7s. 3d. for N.S.S., and 
£13 6s. 9d. to the Chicago Delegation Fund.

The committee appointed for preparing a statement of the 
“  Immediate Practical Objects ” of the Society presented their 
report, which, on the motion of Mr. Warren, seconded by Mr. 
Baker, was ordered to be printed in the next issue of the 
Freethinker.

The question of tho tenancy of the Hall of Science was then 
considered and agreed to for another year, with a request to 
the directors to reduce the rent £50.

A motion of the Battersea Branch to send out notices of the 
business of the Executive was negatived; and a proposal f°r 
more social gatherings was remitted to tho Organisation Com
mittee. R. Fobdek (Hon. Sec.)

HOW IT STRIKES A JAP.
The harmony of the proceedings at that remarkable assem' 

blage, “  The World’s Parliament of Religions,”  in Chicago, at 
which four thousand persons wore present, was slightly 
disturbed by the speech of Mr. Harari, a Japanese Buddhist 
priest, who, after sarcastically thanking his American hearers 
for their kindness in sending missionaries to Japan, confessed 
that his countrymen felt at times “ rather perplexed” by 
certain divergencies which they had observed botweeu 
Christian doctrine and practice. Foremost among tho griev
ances enumerated was tho treaty wrung out of Japan when 
she was “ yot in her youth,” under which legal cases are 
decided by foreign authorities, always, as Mr. Harari said» 
“  unfavorably to us.”  A few months ago the School Board i° 
San Francisco enacted a regulation that no Japaneso should 
he allowed to enter the public school there. Last year the 
Japanese wore driven out wholesale from one of the territories 
of the United States of America; and business men in S»n 
Francisco were compelled by somo union not to employ 
Japanese assistants or laborers. Then thoro are somo in tho 
same city who go in processions hoisting lantorns mark0“ 
“  Jap must go.”  Moroovor, tho Japancso in the Hawaii®0 
Islands aro deprived of their sulfrage ; and oven in Japa° 
somo Western people eroct boforo tho ontranco of their house® 
a special post upon which is tho notice, “ No Japanoso i® 
allowed to outer hero.” “  When wo aro in such a situation» 
continued tho Japaneso Buddhist priest, “  is it unreasonable-' 
notwithstanding tho kindness of tho Wostorn nations, from 
one point of view, who send their missionaries to us—for° 
intelligent hoathon to bo ombarrassed and hositato to swall0'̂  
tho Hwect and warm liquid of tho loavon of Christianity. 
Daily News,

NUNNERIES AS REFORMATORIES.
The prom otion  o f  Peace betw een nations, and the 

substitution o f  A rbitration  fo r  W ar in  the settlem ent 
o f international disputes.

HEARING WADDY PREACH.
Tho Modern Review (Sept.) tells tho following anecdote :— 

“ It was at Leeds assizes, and one day Mr. Justice Fitzjames 
Stephen re-entered tho court after luncheon, long before it 
was otherwise necossary to do so, in order to road over his 
notes. A solitary juryman was there munching his midday 
sandwich. “  A fino day, my Lord,” romarked this individual 
to his lordship, somewhat to his lordship’s surprise. “ Yes, 
sir,”  the judge answered, with his wonted gravity; “ it is a 
very fine day.” “  Has your Lordship ever heard Mr. Waddy 
preach ?”  asked tho irrepressible juror, reckless of tho worse 
than Serbonian bog which was waiting to receive his remains. 
“  If not,”  ho continued, “  I shall bo most happy to give your 
Lordship a seat in my pew next Sunday.”  The judge’s face 
darkened as lie looked from his notes, and in an awful voico 
growled, “ Wo, sir, I have not heard Mr. Waddy preach, and 
please heaven, I never will unless convoyed thither by superior 
force!’ ”

In ono of E. 0. Grenvillo Murray’s “ Queer Storios,” fl0°’ 
Truth, be tolls of a young lady who, when disappointed bj 
tho good looking vicar of St. Allsobs marrying tho
widow of his congregation, resolved to bocorno a nun. Sh®
made tho household uncomfortablo by giving horsolf the a> 
of a martyr when asked to eat meat on a Friday or on tn 
feast of tho blessed St. Bagobonos. At last her parents 
in and permitted her to bo a brido of Christ in tho Nunnery ^  
St. Urtica, near Kilburn. Tho convent contained two B° rtt\l0 
inmates, those who had takon vows for lifo, and those w ^  
had beon placod thcro as a punishment for unruline88 . 
behavior. Unprepared to devoto herself for life, sho f°°  u 
she had got into a kind of reformatory institution wh* 
blended tho discipline of the IIouso of Correction with 
performances of a private chapel. Sho had to resign her 
clothes for a kit of bluo worsted stocking, a sackcloth c*lOII1jg0 
a serge gown, and clumpsole shoes. Her faro was P°.rrlt ô 
in the morning, soup and Dotatoes at midday, and ^  
evening porridge again. What time was not occupi® 
chapel and bed sho had tho life of a maid of all w°,r gjgt®r 
when sho was refractory thcro was a big, rawboned 
who did not hesitate to administer personal caBtigation. . , 0ut 
released she was perfectly tractable and docile, and 
feeling any further call towards the religious life.
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B O O K  C H A T .

Messrs. Putnam and Sons have published an Inquiry into 
the Truth of’ Dogmatic Christianity, by W. D. Harden. Mr. 
Harden got into a controversy with an American Catholic 
■bishop on the character of Judas. Mr. Harden argues that if 
Jesus was God ho could not be betrayed, and if Judas was a 
traitor, Jesus was not God. He further contends that the 
Church has exerted and still exerts a baleful influence. 

v • *
In Renan’s last volume of the History o f the People o f  

■Israel, which he happily lived to complete, bringing it down 
to the time of his works on the Rise of Christianity, he speaks 
°f the angelology and demonology of the Jews as having its 
®ajn source in Persia. He says: “  Sensible people, the 
hadducees, rejected these exotic influences, but the populace 
^ns too strong. Christianity at its birth was fated to be 
jointed with these chimeras. We may reject it, but who 
hnows if it would have been possible without them ?”

•  *  *

Mr. Arthur B. Moss, whose name is favorably known to our 
readers, issues through Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, an 
°riginal drama, in a prologue and four acts, entitled The Land 
?n® the People. The drama, in addition to a sensational plot 
interspersed with amusing dialogue, deals with social topics 
1? a manner likely to be acceptable to the masses rather than 
the classes. In the hands of good actors, it could hardly fail 
to please a popular audience.

* • *
Where Three Empires' Meet is the title of a book bv Mr. E. 

r. Knight, telling of his travels and adventures in Kashmir 
and Western Thibet, where the territories of Russia, China 
aad England, are in contiguity. Ho was struck by the 
resemblance between much of the Buddhist ritual and that of 
ho Church of Rome. The Buddhist lamas, he remarks, 
°°ked like Early Christian bishops. They wore mitres, and 

Carried pastoral crooks. There were shaven monks, holy 
P'ater, beads and rosaries, and incense. These resemblances 

ave frequently been noted,and the probability certainly is that 
/hristianily as the younger system may have derived both its 
Pjonkery and ecclesiasticism from tho older system of 
B«ddhisra.

• * #

Messrs. Appleton and Co. will publish simultaneously in 
imgland and America, a Memoir o f Edward Livingston 
■roumans, the Frocthinking founder of the Popular Science 
ff°nthly. The memoir is edited by Prof. John Fisko. 

oilmans was tho first to introduce Spencer, Tyndall, nuxley 
hd Proctor to American audiences, and tho volume will 
obtain interesting correspondence with theso scientists.

* * *
, Cassell and Co. are about to publish a story of evolution, to 
e entitled lh e  Quiclcening o f Caliban.

* * *
. Messrs. Williams and Norgato will this winter resume the 

BUe of their Theological Translation Library, and, as wo sug- 
oested somo timo ago, start with a translation of Woizsacker’s 
y-postolic Times. Professors Choyno (of Oxford) and Bruce 
J ‘ Glasgow) will edit tho now sorios, which will comprise 

animations of Ilarnack’s History o f Dogma, Hausrath’s Times 
el. the Apostles, and Killet’s History o f the Hebrews to the 

o f Jeremiah.
* • •

j f ^ le Autobiography o f Mary Smith, Schoolmistress and 
, ° nconformist, is specially interesting from her correspon- 
s®nce with tho Carlyles. In one of her letters to Mrs. Carlylo 
Sn° i™011!*0118 how sho had once dared to give a course of 
t~ . evening lecturos to women on such subjects as tho 
0l ! n,ng of children, thrift, cleanliness, etc. She says: “ But 

.yhatan outcry was raised against mo by tho religious 
]j,J|'* I All parties agroed with each othor in denouncing my 
8ajle effort to interest and onlighton women. * To think,’ they 
gj <V ° f  my beginning an addross on a Sunday night without 
of ,8lng and prayer! Such a thing was awful and unhoard 
■ty' My gjr]> wj10 waB much attachod to mo, every time sho 
Mis nUt. came back with such a sad face, saying mostly, ‘ Oh, 
mv 8 °®ith, what things folk do say about you. It’s no use 
belirePlying that it’s very good what you say. They won’ t 
too t V? m°'' But I troubled nothing. Tho working men urged 
th0 i° aeeP °n, bolieving it would do g°otb They offered mo 
com; ’ w>th gee and fire, free. Tho women also urged mo to 

nue my addresses.”
Mr * * *

?• Woodgate, M.A., has published A  Modern Lay-
Hot ¡u j: through Longman. He believes in the Bible, but
¡̂8 fire fac 68 > so ho suggests Elijah used petroleum to got 

the a_ °,n Mount Carmel, and Elisha used a magnet to make 
Gomin ^r.10ad swim. IIo may have got those ideas from our 

10 Bible Sketches.

‘ Ah.” ,of said Mrs. Partington, “  people wen’ t believe tho word
Ronu1. n°wadays. You may write ‘ knickorbockor ’ over tho 

* 0ld days, for thoir glory is departed.”

OBITUARY.
Died, at 39 St. Mungo-street, Glasgow, on the 26th inst, 

Christopher Laurie, 53 years of age. He was for over twenty 
years a regular attendant at the Secular meetings in Edinburgh 
and, till his illness, in Glasgow. His children, who are all 
Freethinkers, were educated without religious instruction. 
There was no religious ceremony at his funeral.

A  R ationalist of light and leading has departed in the 
person of Dr. Benjamin Jowett, Master of Baliol, who died on 
October 1, at the advanced age of 76. Dr. Jowett held the 
position of Regius Professor of Greek since 1855, when he was 
appointed by Lord Palmerston. In that year he put forward 
a work on Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians, Romans and 
Galatians, in which he gave free play to the rational interpre
tation of scripture and which raised an outcry against his 
appointment. He, with Mark Pattison, was instrumental in 
getting out the celebrated volume of Essays and Reviews 
which in 1859 was taken as the manifesto of the Broad 
Church. As Master of Baliol he was the guide, philosopher, 
and friend of many distinguished pupils, among whom may bo 
mentioned Profs. J. II. Green, Nettleship. and Toynbee. He 
occasionally preached at the University or Westminster Abbey, 
his discourses being far more founded on Plato than the Bible. 
In his last sermon he dwelt on the merits of Spinoza. In his 
views Jowett was hardly to be distinguished from the Deists. 
He was recognised by the orthodox as their great enemy 
within tho camp, and to his own ago was known by his 
influence on the advanced minds of his timo, though to pos
terity he will be chiefly known by his fine translation of The 
Dialogues o f Plato.

Another though a lesser light passed out on the same day 
in the person of Dr. H. W. Crosskey, for many years Unitarian 
minister at Glasgow and Birmingham. Though Dr. Crosskey 
never got beyond the advanced Unitarian position, he did much 
to popularise the facts of science and the cause of education. 
He was one of the founders of the National Education League. 
Though not eloquent, he was an able lecturer, distinguished, 
like Dr. Jowett, for “ sweet reasonableness,”  and his death 
will bo felt as a loss to liberal-minded Birmingham.

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S , E T C .
(Notice» u) Lectures, etc., mutt reach ut by fir i t  post un Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," i f  not tent on poit-card.~\ 
LONDON.

H all o l Science, 142 Old-street, E .O .: 11.15, G. W. Foote, “  W hat 
to do w ith the House of L ords”  ( fre e ); 6.30, musical selections!
7, G. W. Foote, “ The Daybreak of H um anity”  fad mission free ; 
reserved seats 3d. and 8d.) Wednesday at 8.15, Agnes Henry, 
■< Woman’s Position Under A n a rch y " (free).

Battersea Secular Hall ( back ot Battersea Park S ta tion ): 7 45, 
C. James, “ The Philosophy of A theism ”  (free). Monday at 8, 
A . Johnson, “ C hina; Ancient and Modern ’ (free). Tuesday at
8, social gathering (free). Wednesday at 8, dram atic club. 

Bethnal Green— Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Homan-roaa ; 7.30,
J. B. Coppock, F.C.8., “ The Age of the Earth ”  ; musical selec
tions before and after the lecture.

Oamberwell— 61 New Churcli-road, 8 .E .: 4.30, members’ meet
in g ; 6, tea, etc.

East London— Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 M ile E nd-road: 8, 
S. U. A lison, “ His Satanic Majesty.”

South Essex Secular Society. Enterprise Club, 33 Salway.road, 
Stratford ; 7.15, W. Scott, “ W hat we can k n ow ; what we can 
never know ”  (free).

Open-air P ropaganda.
Battersea Park-gates; 11.15, J. Rowney, “  Prophecy." 
Camberwell — Station-road: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Design in 

Nature.”
Hammersmith (corner of The G rove): Thursday, Oct. 12, at 

8, St. John w ill lecture.
Ham mersm ith Bridge (Middlesex sid e j: 6.30, Lucretius Keen, 

“ The Mosaic Cosmogony.”
Hyde Park (near M arhle-aroh): 11.30, Lucretius Keen, “ Is 

there a God P 3.30, Stanley Jones w ill lecture.
K ilburn (corner of V ictoria-road, H igh -road ); 8.30, H. Court

ney, “ The Meaning of Secularism."
Kingsland — Hid ley-road (near Dalston Junction ); 11.30, St. 

John, “ Christianity and Progress.”
M ils End W aste: 11.30, St. John, “ Curiosities of Superstition.”  
Old Pim lico P ie r ; 11.30, A . Johnson, “ The Philosophy of 

Secularism."
V ictoria  Park (near the band-stand): T. Thurlow , 11.15, 

“ Slavery ” i 3.15, “  W hat must 1 do to be Saved P”
W im bledon—B roadw ay; 7, a lecture.

CO U N TRY.
Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Room No. 6); 11.30, 

James Dow, “ The Ethics of Anarchy.”
Belfast—Crown Chambers Hall, 04 R oyal-avenue; 7, W . M. 

Knox, “ The Parliam ent of Religiuns.”
Bradford— U nity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, J. 

Greevz Fisher, “  Is M arriage Sacred P”
B ristol—Shepherd’s H all, Old M arket-street; 7, connective 

readings by members and friends.
Chatham— Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New B rom pton : 11, 

members’ m onthly m eeting; 2.45, Sunday-school; 7, concert and 
dram atic entertainment (free).

Failsworth Secular Sunday-school, at 10 and 2 j 6.30, P. 
Percival, >« Subjective Im m ortality.”
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FR EETH O U G H T PUBLICATIONS.G lasgow— Ex-Mission Hall, 110 B runsw iekstreet: 12,discussion 
class, me libers’ im prom ptu speeches ; 6.30, J. Cowie, “  Christians 
and Toleration.”

Grimsby— Hall o f Science, Freem an-street: A. B. Moss, “ The 
D rif' of Darwinis n 3, “ The Uible and FI v o lu tion ” ; 7, “ The 
E volution  of the Devil.”

Jarrow — Co-operative H all (small room ), M arket-square: 7, 
business meeting.

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 11, Tontine 
Society; 3, logic class, L Small, B .Sc.; 7, Mr. Doeg, “ Sicialism  
and L iberty”  (Fabian lecture).

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : W. Heaford, 11, “ Christian Evidences: what are 
they W orth ?” ; 3, “ Religion in  Relation to Insanity ”  ; 6.30, “ Is 
the Bible a Safe Guide ?”  Tuesday at 8, debating circle, Thomas 
Griffiths, “  Keats.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3, members’ 
fort' ight.ly m eeting; 7, Hall Nicholson, “ The Established Church 
and National Progress”

Sheffield Hall of Science. Rnckirurham-street • 3, members' 
quarterly m eeting; 7, vocal and instrumental music, etc.

South S h ields-T hornton 's Variety Hall, Union.lane : C.Cohen, 
11, “ Christianity and Modern T h ou gh t” ; 7, “ The Rise of 
Christianity.”

W olverham pton -M idland Tram way Coffee House, 35 Snow- 
h ill ; 7, annual general meeting.

Open-air Propaganda.
Brighton (on the L ev e l): 3.15, E. Calvert, “ The Soul.”
Jarrow —N ixon-street: 3, C. Cohen will lecture.
Nottingham  — Sneinton M arket: 11, J. Hooper, “ Free- 

thought Heroes.”
South Shields—M arket-place: Tuesday at 7.30, C. Cohen w ill 

lecture.

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N T S .
C. Cohen, 12 M erchant-street, Bow-road, E .— Oct. 8 to  31, 

on Tour. N ov. 4, South Shields; 5, Blythe.

S t a n l e y  J o ne s , 53 Mariborough-road, Holloway, Loudon, N .— 
Oct. 8, a., Hyde Park; e., Lam beth.

Akthue B. Vloss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E — 
Oct. 8, Grimsby : 15, Hyde Park ; 27, m. and e , C am berw ell; 29, 
W estminster. Nov. 5, Chatham ; 19, Leicester.

T ouz ea u  P a r k is , Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 
London. W,— Oct. 8. Leicester; 15, Hall o f Science; 22, L iver
pool. Nov. 2, W ellington Hall, Islington ; 26, Camberwell.

H. Snell, 8 Monk-street, W oolw ich.— Oct. 8, Lewisham Liberal 
C lub ; 22, Hall o f Science; 29, Camberwell. Nov. 12, Camber
well ; 14, West Norwood Reform  Club. Dec. 10,Cam berwell; 17, 
Deptford Liberal Club.

Sam Standring, 16 Gray’s inn-road, E.U.— Oct. 14 and 15, Sal. 
f o r d ; 16, Rochdale.

St. J ohn, 8 Norland-road North, Netting H ill, W. —  Oct. 15, 
V ictoria  P a rk ; 22, H yde P a rk ; 29, Chatham.

FLOWERS OF
FREETFI0UGHT

B y  G .  W .  F O O T E .

FIFTY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.

221pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.CJ.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TR U E M ORALITY, or T H E  T H E O R Y  AN 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. It. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait ana autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 

Price Is., p o s t  free.
* ,*  In order to bring the informal ion within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at ONK PENNY, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
a doz. post free.

'the National Reformer o f 4th Septem ber. 1392, s a y s ; “ M r H olm es ’

Kamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
[althusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 

feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian C3useand to human well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral ; 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 1 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both the Book and the Pamphlet may be had of R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, London, or of the Author,
J . R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS,

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher To!doth Jeshu,
or Book of the Generation of Jesus. Witli an Historical Preface and 
Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers, 
6d. Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, is. lid.

Crimes Of Christianity. Vol. I. Hundreds of exact Refer
ences to Standard Authorities. No pains spared to make it a com
plete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity. 
Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine ; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 
3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; C, Rise of the 
Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8. Persecution of the Jews; 9, The 
Crusades. Cloth gilt, 216pp., 2s. Gd.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Beiitham. 3d.
The Church o f England Catechism Examined. By Jeremy

Bentham. A  trenchant analysis, in Bentham's best manner,showing 
how the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools, 
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface,by J. M. Wheeler. Is. 

Frse W ill and Necessity. A  Philosophical Inquiry concern
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1715- 
Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations by Cr. W. Foote, and a 
Biographical Introduction by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers, 1»- i 
superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

The Essence o f Religion. God the Image of Man, Man’s
Dependence upon Nature, the Last and Only Source of Religion. By 
Ludwig Feuerbach. Is. ,

The M ortality of the Soul. By David Hume. With an
Introduction by G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
Hume’s death. It is not included in the ordinary editions of the 
Essays. Professor Huxley calls it “ A  remarkable essay” and 1 a 
model of clear and vigorous statement.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Free Will and 
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Hume. 4d.

A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 4d.

Life, Death, and Imm ortality. T w o Essays, an Extract, 
and a Sonnet. By Percy Bysshe Shelley. 2d.

Darwin made Easy. By Dr. E. B. Aveling, Fellow of the
London University. This is the best popular exposition of Darwin
ism extant. Cloth. Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman (Atheist
brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by George 
Jacob Holvoake and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. Is. Gd.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete, paper covers, Is. 4d. 
Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s. Also W 
parts as follows—

1. BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. The contradictions are printed m
parallel columns. 4d.

2. BIBLE ABSURDITIES. All tho chief Absurdities from GeneiU
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, wi th appro
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a sen
tence. 4d.

3. BIBLE ATROCITIES. Containing all the godly wickedsess from 
» Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline let

easy reference. 4d. r,a
4. BIBLE IMMORALITIES, INDECENCIES, OBSCENITIES,

Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages and

Nations. By J. M. Who ler. Handsomely bound in cloth, 7s. od. 
Bible Studies. A n  E ssay on Phallic W orship ami other 

Curious Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Superior paper, 
illustrated, and bound in cloth. 2s. Gd.

The Code o f Nature. By Diderot and D’ flolbaeh, 21. 
Pagan Mythology, or the Wisdom o f the Ancients. By

Lord Bacon. Is.
Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (RV.)

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son 
and Co.)—The Devil in tho Church of England—Religion in the 
Rocky Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Com
mission of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy— I 116 
One Thing Needful. Cloth, Is.

Wa3 Christ Crucified 1 By Austin Bierbower (member of
the Chicago Bar). Id.

The Age o f Re ison. By Thomas Paine. Now edition, with
Preface by G. W. Foote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. Is- 
Thomas Paine’3 Complete Theological Works. Cloth, 2s- 6‘1. 
Rights of Man. Bv Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio*

graphy by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers. Is .; bound in cloth, 2s.
N.S.S Almanack for 1893. Edited by G. W. Footo and

J. M. Wheeler. Gd.
Letters from Heaven. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
Letters from Hell. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
Giordano Bruno’s Statue. A Picture of, for framing. 2d-

Post free in Lects’« case. 3d.
Photo-Portrait of G. W . Foote. By Amoy. Is.
______ It FORDEIt, 28 STONECUTTER ST.. LONDON. EO __

w orks' b yT h a r l e s  w atts
S ecularism; Is it F ounded on R eason, and is it SufficieS*

to Meet the Needs of Mankind P 
Debate between the Editor of the “ Evening Mail ”  (Halifax. ,

Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake and Colon« 
it. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen U Gardener. l»-l D'  
post Is. 2d.
The T eachings op Secularism Compared with Orthodox CuK,s 

tianity. Is , by post la. 2d. .
Christianity : its Origin,  N ature, and Influence. 4d., by post ° a ‘  

S ecularism; D estructive and Constructive. 3d., by post 4d*
T he Globt or U.NBKLiEr. 3d., by post 4d.
S aints and S inners— W hich ? 3d., by post 4d.

London: Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E-C.
Sold by R, Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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TICKETS !
It was a hot day, and the pastor of a 

cer*a,n> church in the suburbs, looking 
°^er his congregation when about ha f 
.“rough his sermon, noted many nodding 
heads.

“ I wonder how many of you, brethren,” 
6 observed, in the somewhat monotonous 

t°oe in which he bad been preaching for 
Dearly half-an-bour, “  would ba ready if 

8 Angel of Death were to make his 
“Ppearance at this moment, and call out 
ln a loud voice—

‘“ Tickets!” ’
Forty-seven of the congregation in 

ysrious parts of the church awoke with a 
Jer“> felt hastily in their vest pockets for 
something, looked confusedly about them 

a moment, and became instantly atten- 
and devout.

HARD TO SUIT ALL.
At the American chapel at Lucerne, a 

Protestant Episcopal minister from 
America (Low Church) read the lessons 
with such naturalness of manner and pro
priety of emphasis as to elicit the ad
miration of a visitor, who afterward 
remarked :

“  How delightful to hear the scriptures 
read with such sense and feeling !”

She was surprised to hear the sister of 
a (High JChurcb) rector, American also, 
exclaim :

“  I can’t agree with you I think it 
almost blasphemous for a man by such 
stress and emphasis to impose his own 
interpretation on the word of God. The 
scriptures should be read in monotone.”

Nothing is too holy to be foundjout.

An old colored preacher, after exhaust
ing himself in an attempt to describe 
heaven, wound up thus— “ I tell you, my 
brethren, it is a very Kentucky of a 
place.”

Clerical Friend— “  Tell me, now, do 
you believe in the transmigration of 
souls ?”  Jones— “  Certainly I do. Why, 
just before breakfast this very morning I 
saw my sole pass into my landlady’s cat.”

Sunday-school Teacher— “ Now, Mag
gie, tell me who made your vile body.”  
Maggie— “ Please, sir, mother made my 
body, and aunt stitched the skirt.”  [This 
appeared in the Freethinker some time 
»go, but it has recently been copied into 
Judy, so is supposed to be quite fresh 
again.]

W;
AGENTS

anW  in every Town where not already repre- 
Ord ’ to Kill Up Spare Time by Soliciting

““ GOTT'S
,  CLOTHS AND STUFFS.
or terms send stamped addressed envelope to

J - W. G O T T ,  BRADFORD. 

L IST  OF BOOKS
n BOLD BY

eWge Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury-st., 
London, E.C.

(And Bent through the P ost On l y ).

EIGHT HOURS’ QUESTION.—Two 
Si, ts’ Public Debate between Geo. Bernard 
r 1] w and G. W. Foote. Verbatim Report, cor- 
¡8]ted by both disputants. Undoubtedly this 
„ “y far the best statement of both sides of the 

VorTtion' Pages, post free, 7d.
tj [A IR E ’S Important Examination of the 

Ijip’ y Scriptures. Post free, 4jd. 
^ P E O P L E ’S HISTORY of the ENGLISH 
ARISTOCRACY. By Geo. Standring. 174pp., 

Cr,nHree Is. 2d.
IlT FLUNKEYS Their “ W ork”  and

Ttr,,agcs. By Geo. Standring. Post free 1 id. 
¿ r ' ^ I ’ ULAITON QUESTION. By Dr. C. R
°f th ^  care û'  an<I complete statement 

~ ^eo-Malthusian position. 100pp., stout
TTt.ì ‘ lthe
Mu
With
i r . T" i n ' ,  AND WRITINGS OF T. R. 
«ALTHUS. By C. R. Drysdale, M.D. 120pp.,

'PeL portrait ;̂ post free 7d.

■THUS
ev • portrait of Malthus. Should be road by 

Iti p rl  student of social problems. Post free 7d. 
ttl‘ xtAV s e  OF POVERTY. A  Paper read at 
dii “ at‘°nal Liberal Club, by Dr. 0. R. Drya- 
Sa>8- Post free 2d. ' *

AHIAN FALLACIES. By Dr. Chas.R.V?pET.
LENGTt}e'™,Po8t free 2WlJ«n,i H OF LIF’E of Total Abstainers and of 

I)rv jrate Drinkers Compared. By Dr. 0. R. 
IlIpTsdale. Post free 2Jd. 

then ,VE8T MATERIALISM. Papers on 
son , 3 °I Mill, Comte, Bain, Spencer, Atkin- 
Cloti?nd Eeuerbach. By William Maccall. 

HlSp/hPbhlished at 6s.; post free Is.
AND MARRIAGE.

HiNTu1 ; A most useful work.
N ^ g fO N  NURSING ; and MONTHLY

By Dr. H. A. 
Post free Is. 9rJ.Allbutt.

PJ.Af4NG. Invaluable books for the Home.
Id. each.

te,, o f ® ’8 HANDBOOK. A work on mat- 
W0r„ 1 Ibo utmost importance to Married 

‘ ’Qf’Iir Hy Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free 8d. 
Heint , I0N  AND SOCIAL REFORM, 
jeet. plain words on a suppressed sub-
three v Roberts. 24 pages, post free

2..'nalfpence.
* tr«de supplied by R. FORDER, 

Stonecutter‘Street. E.C.rp0 " — - -—
v... Ladles and Gentlemen
6 ??K- |wn* s,1P«rlor Out Garments at moderate 

rMi*cla»* Sty'« end Kit Gaaranteed.- 
<&#> ’ vf1**1* Tailor, 14 Great Castle street, W. 

^  1!|» R e g e n t  Street (Patronis«*) bi

8^HTQN~~ir~~-------------------------------------
2» o e Fortin. 11,1 Kelpie h Drtii'l"', Mi iMran*« <oppo- 
¿1*4.tech U-ras«,.—TKK.r-l .11 VUUUNUK.
toi?“ . "Pn»r ni’f’,6r ur lower not, jLl UrSt (jll-lll 4s.
If re<iutr«!ir ow'’r- C-, onmi’lsto'l 111 f"ur I“ '» 1* 
eh. a Pa» . ’ ,ePlltnii - or altoraMuns In two hours, 
»„frus,. “ ¡ore than iho above they aro fancy 
*», «I», itoi?,1' un l'totlanui 7s. lid. each, on )Hc.

16», ping ¿s. gj _ extraction lr., puinlcss by

Colonel Ingersoll’s
WORKS.

Some Mistakes of Mosts 132pp. ... 
Superior edition, cloth ...

Ths only complete edition in England. 
Accurate a* Oolenso, and laeclnating as 
a novel.

Defence of Freethought ................
A five hours speech at the Trial of C* B.
Reynolds for Blasphemy.

R eplv to Gladstone ............................
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Rom e or Reason ? ............................
\ Reply to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals ................
Oration on W alt W h it m a n ................
Oration on V oltaire ............................
Abraham Lincoln
H um anity’s Debt to Thomas Paine... 
Ernest Renan and Jesus Christ ...
True R e l i g i o n .........................................
The Three Philanthropists ................
Love the Redeem er ............................
W hy I am an Agnostic. Part I.
W h y  I am an Agnostic. Part II. ...
God and t i e  State .............................
Paine the Pioneer ............................
Faitli and F a c t .........................................
God and Man .........................................
The D ying Creed ...........................
The Lim its of Toleration ................

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. Coudert 
anti Gov. S. L. Woodford.

The Household of Faith ...
A rt and M orality ... ..............
Do I  Blaspheme ? ... ... ...
The Clergy and Common Sense
Social Salvation.........................................
Marriage and D iv o rce ............................
The Great Mistake .............................
Creeds and Spirituality ................
L ive Topics .........................................
M yth and Miracle .............................
Real Blasphemy .............................
Repairing the idols ................ ...
Christ and Miracles ............................

K Fokdkk, 28 Stonecutter-street, K.O.
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NEW CROSS PUBLIC HALL,
LEWISHAM HIGH ROAD, S E

On M ON DA Y  E  VEN IN O , Oct. 10,
Will be produced a New and Original Drama cf 

Modern Life, entitled,
“ T H E  LAND AMD T H E  PEOPLE,”

By ARTHUR B. MOSS.
Strong Cast o f Characters.

Reserved Seats 2s., Body of Hall Is., Gallery 6d.
Doors open at 7, commence 7.30.

Tickets of A. B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rother- 
hitke Ncw-road, S.E.

W A N T E D , a Situation as Porter, Messenger, or 
any place of trust, by a tradesman who has 

failed in business. H. E., 40 East-street, Man
chester-square.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For farther Particular»* send «tamped directe 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
IHLIHUTON. LONDON, N.

GIBBON’S “ DECLINE AND FALL 
OF ROMAN EM PIRE,”

Virtue’s Edition. Published at 25s. Two vols., 
quarto. Portrait.

Reduced to 8s. 6d. net.
ONLY A  FEW COPIES.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

CHEAP EDITIONS
OF

PROF. JOHNSON’S WORKS.
The remarkable discoveries of Professor Edwin 

Johnson have induced many to rank his name 
with that of Charles Parwin ; and, if the curiosity 
of the heterodox public be any criterion, there 
would seem to be justification for the com
parison. Jn response to a widely-expressed wish, 
Messrs. Watts and Co. have just issued cheap 
popular editions of “  Antiqua Mater: A Study 
of Christian Origins ”  and “ The Rise of Chris
tendom ” These two works contain the results 
of Mr. Johnson’s life-long studies, and should be 
read in the order in which they here appear. 
“ Antiqua Mater,” which extends to 356 pages, is 
published at 2s. 6d .; and “  The Rise of Chris
tendom,” the larger and more important work, 
at 7s. 6d.

London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, 
Fleet-street, E.C.

FR EETH OU GH T IN M ANCHESTER.
The ONLY place to obtain ALL kinds of 

Literature is at

A. HEM INGW AY’S,
General Printer and Bookbinder, 

25 HR. CHATHAM STREET
(Near Paulden’s, Stretford-road).

O U R

SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should be in the hands of every M arried 
Couple in the kingdom , wishing to regulate 
the num ber o f their fam ily according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. H. A . A llbutt and others) and 
valuable inform ation on matters of im port, 
ance necessary to be known by M arried 
W om en.

A  copy w ill be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of t he United Kingdom , 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC A HYGIENIC DEPT.)
00 Qneen’a Road, Ralston London, N.K.

W. J. Rendells
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in “ Law of Popul»- 
tion,” pa^e 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’s Uanc- 
book,”  page 61. Made solely by J. Pull**, 16 Chad- 
wei 1-street, Clerlienwell: 2s. dm., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities/. For particulars send stamped 
envelope. Higglneon’s Syringe with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 8s. 6d. 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr 
Palfrey's Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, 1«. 2d. 
Dr. Alibutt’« Quinine Powders, 8s. do*. All price* 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwoll, E.C.

tfear the“  A ngel.”
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R E A D Y  N E X T  W E E K .

WILL CHRISTSAVE US?
G. F O O T E .

A  thorough Examination of the Claims of Jesus Christ 
to be considered the Savior of the World.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

R. Fobdeb, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

HALF PRICE!
REMAINING COPIES OFFERED AT THREEPENCE.

SUMMER NUMBER
OF

“ T H E  FREETHINKER."

Colonel Ingersoll 
Erasmus
Professor Huxley 
Professor Buchner

The Theological Three- 
Trick

A Good Old Game 
Visiting Angels 
Room for Salvationists 
The Summer Soul-Saver 
God’s Covenant

PORTRAITS.
Professor Tyndall 
Moncure D. Conway 
John Morley

(W ith Biographies)
CARTOONS.

-card Christian Socialism
The Freothougbt Broom 
Solomon in all his Glory 
The Death-Bed Bogie 
Jephthali’s Daughter 
Jonah and the Whale 

Good-bye
say

Also ARTICLES and VERSE.
Printed on fine-toned paper. Handsome Wrapper

32 pages. PRICE THREEPENCE. Post free 5 1.

WHY BE ILL ?
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread, 
Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit, 
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Ci re of Disease, 
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, iServousness, 
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long 
Worms, Tape Worms, Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. II. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

The Healing Power of Nature ; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease; 
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Food; 
Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion; Salt; Saline 
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and 
Sleeplessness ; Want of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for Workers, Shop 
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and cn 
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated 
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vox,. III. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

Health and Wealth; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure 
Air, and How to Get i t ; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and 
Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect Foods Green Foods; Suppers; 
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat, Fruit, to Judge Wholemeat Bread, to 
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live Owe 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Biautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, 
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or 
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, tha Diseases Produced by 
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . IV. For Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings 
Banks, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar aud its 
Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic 
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata. Against Butter, Poultices, 
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant 
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and 
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or 
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, 
Epidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

7'he Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. Gd. 
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers. Post fret 

from  the Author fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. Id. 
R heumatism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its 

Causeand Cure. Post free 7d.—D iet and Digestion. Post free 7d. 
TnREE Pamphlets to Y ouno Men. Post free Is. Id. /

*„* All these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in 
cloth in one volume. • Post free Ss. 6d.

AH the above can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place, 
Manohesteh Square, London, W.

Hours of Consultation arc—Morning Gom 10 a.m. to 1 p.m .; fee, 
10s. 6d. Evening from 6 to 8 ; fee, 5s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. 6d. Patients visited in the 
country. Fee according to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning. Advice Given by post.

SPECIAL LINES
F O Il

T H E  P R E S E N T  S E A S O N .
Navy Blue S E R G E  S A IL O R  S U IT S , to fit boys up to seven years, 4s. each.
Navy Blue Nap N A V A L  O V E R C O A T S , to fit boys up to seven years, As. i)d. each. 
Gentlemen’s “ S C A R B O R O ” M A C K IN T O S H E S  to measure, 23s., worth 35s.
Ladies “ D U C H E S S ” M A C K IN T O S H E S , 12s. each, worth 16s. 61.
Black or Indigo S E R G E  S U IT  L E N G T H S , 20s. each.
Pure Wool S C O T C H  T W E E D  S U IT  L E N G T H S , 20s. each.
Black, Blue, Brown or Oxford G R E Y  M E L T O N  O V E R C O A T  L E N G T H S , 18s. each. 
B L A C K  C A S H M E R E  D R E S S  L E N G T H S , 10s. each.
Our Famous “ B R U N O  ” C L O T H  D R E SS L E N G T H S , in 18 different shades at 10i. Gd. each. 
Black or Navy A L L -W O O L  H E A V Y  S E R G E  Dress Lengths, 12s. Gd. each.
Medium or Dark Grey P L A IN  M IX T U R E  W O R S T E D  Dress Lengths, 15s. each, worth 25s. 
Thirty Yards of Perfect R E M N A N T S , Double Width, for Children’s Dresses, for 20i.
Very Heavy A L L -W O O L  B L A N K E T S , Large Size, 18s. per pair.
A L L -W O O L  B L A N K E T S , 12s., 13s. Gd., 15s. per pair.
W hite, Scarlet, and Health F L A N N E L S , Is. per yard.
A L L -W O O L  S H IR T IN G S  Is. 2d. per yard.
Onr Registered Ready-Made U N D E R -S K IR T S , 2s. 3d., 3s., 4s. Gd. each. Special weave and 

perfect shape.

Overcoats, Suits, and Trousers Made to Measure.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD
Printed And Published by G. W . Foote, at 28 Stonaoutter-street, London, JC.C,


