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S U I C I D E .

^He  L ondon  Daily Chronicle is an enterprising paper, 
is not bound in  b y  the fastidiousness o f  its graver 

J'beral contem porary, the D aily Neivs. D uring the 
' U11 season, w hen  the antics o f  our C ollective W isdom  
^  National Palaver no longer furn ish  diurnal amuse- 

lent_ to the English pu b lic , the Chronicle generally  
°ntrives to start a correspondence on som e burning 

topic—though som etim es it is m erely  a top ic o f the 
°nr. M ost o f  our readers w ill recollect the long 
d e s p o n d e n c e  on Theosophy, and the heated dispute 

A1 “  Is C hristianity P layed Out ?” There is n ow  a 
'scussion on  Suicide, suggested b y  the v io len t death 

young Ernest Clark, w h o b low  his brains out 
ocause lie had discovered  that life  is “  a series o f 
oarns,”  calculated to excite no other feelings but those 

A  contem pt and disgust. Mr. W illiam  A rcher opened 
10 ball, to be fo llow ed  by  Mr. Page IIopps the 

I roacher, and M r. Le G allienne the poet, w ho preaches 
°- M any other writers have jo in ed  in  the debate, 

., 'd  from  tho earnest w ay in w h ich  they grope about 
vle subject one m ight im agine it to be a virgin  contro- 
t,ers y ; whereas the them e is alm ost threadbare to 
uose w h o are conversant w ith  the h istory o f  specu- 

Jation.
8 Aj^ong tho old Romans there was no horror of 

icide. The inoBt robust race o f antiquity always
t t o .  6 3 1 .]

regarded it as their priv ilege to retain the free ch o ice  
o f  life  or death. It was com m on  fo r  R om an soldiers 
to slay them selves rather than surrender. D uring tho 
revolt o f  the Gauls, w hen  Ca>sar was absent in  Italy, 
one o f h is m ilitary  stations was attacked b y  over
w helm in g  num bers. W hen  all hope was gone, tho 
rem nant o f  the legion  “  d ied  like Rom ans on each 
other’s sw ords,”  says M r. Eroude, w h o sees in  tho act 
“  a signal illustration o f the Rom an greatness o f  m in d .”  
A ccord in g  to G ibbon  “  the civ ilians have always 
respected tho natural right o f a citizen  to dispose o f  his 
life .”  A  R om an accused o f any capital crim e m ight 
prevent the sentence b y  com m itting  su icide, w h ich  
was a certain refuge to tho v ictim s o f  T iberius and 
N ero. T h ey  cou ld  d ie  but once, and in  d y in g  b y  their 
ow n  hands they secured a decent burial and the trans
m ission o f  their property to their fam ilies. “  T ho 
pow ers o f this w orld ,”  remarks G ibbon, “  havo indeed 
lost their d om in ion  over h im  w h o is resolved on death, 
and his arm  can on ly  be restrained b y  tho religious 
apprehension o f  a future state.”  T here was noth ing 
in  tho popular b e lie f to deter a R om an from  m eeting 
instead o f  aw aiting death. “  But the precepts o f  tho 
Gospel or tho church ,”  as G ibbon  observes, “  havo at 
length im posed a pious servitude on the m inds o f  C hris
tians, and condem n them  to expect, w ithout a m urm ur, 
the last stroke o f disease or the executioner.”  It was w ell 
to say “  the Gospel or the church,”  fo r  there is n o  law
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against su icide in  the B ible. W hen  a w ish  is breathed 
b y  H am let that “  the A lm ighty  had not fixed  his canon 
’gainst self-slaughter,”  Shakespeare writes as a Canonist 
rather than a Christian. It was the C hurch that 
branded suicide as a mortal sin. N o exception  was 
allow ed. Lucretia was declared to be a c r im in a l; a 
w om an was not to take her ow n life  even to escape 
the vilest d is h o n o r ; and this doctrine is still 
inculcated, although it contravenes every w holesom e, 
unsophisticated instinct o f the hum an heart.

Thus the matter rem ained until the beginn ing o f the 
break-up o f  Christianity at the tim e o f  the Renais
sance. H ints w ere scattered that suicide, to avoid  d is
honor or irretrievable calam ity, was far from  being a 
crim e. Presently the great dramatists, especially in 
E ngland, brought characters upon the stage w h o slew  
them selves at the fatal crisis o f  their careers, going 
dow n to death like a sinking sun, in  crim son  glory.

Perhaps the first treatise on  suicide was w ritten by  
John  D onne, a fam ous d iv ine  o f the Church o f 
E ngland, a poet, a w it, a scholar, and a man o f most 
astonishing subtlety both  o f thought and expression. 
T he title o f  this treatise was Biathancilos, w ith  this 
sub-title— “ A  Declaration o f that Paradox, or Thesis, 
that S e lf-IIom icid e  is not so N aturally Sin that it may 
never be Otherwise.”  Ila llam  says the book  is in 
sufferably dull, and that su icide is preferable to reading 
it tw ice  ; but Ila llam  had his lim itations, and in this 
criticism  he displayed them . Dr. Jessop, w h o edited 
D onne's Essays in Divinity, calls the Biathanatos “  one 
o f the m ost extraordinary books ever w ritten,”  and 
praises its “  vast learning and theincom parablo subtlety 
o f  log ic w h ich  it displays in every page.”  F or our part, 
w e  agree w ith  D r. Jessop, and, w e m ay add, w ith  Da 
Quineey. D onne ’s book  is extrem ely rare, and few  
persons have read i t ; but w e do not en vy  the man 
w h o  cou ld  read it w ithout fee lin g  that he had gone 
through a splendid piece o f gym nastic.

A n  essay on Suicide was w ritten b y  D avid  H um e. 
It appears to have been circulated am ongst his friends, 
and was on ly  published after his death, w ith another 
paper on the M ortality o f the Soul. T he essay is subtle 
and ironical, and a Christian w ou ld  find it extrem ely 
aw kw ard to answer. Rousseau has a notable chapter 
on  Suicide, there is a characteristic essay on the subject 
b y  De Q uincey, and a fine fragm ent b y  James Thom son 
( “  13 V .” ), marked by  all his severity o f  log ic  and stern 
sincerity o f  feeling. H e holds up the orthodox Christian 
w ith  superb contem pt.

“  Modern Christians, who try to belicvo that they believe in 
an eternal after life of beautitude, cloavo to this miserable and 
transitory lifo with most ignominious and abject intensity; 
will submit to vile doctor’s stuff for years and years to keep 
them in quasi-life or deatb-in-lifo, bedridden and miserable, a 
nuisance to themselves and all around thorn, all to keep them
selves out of heaven! They only resign themselves into the 
arms of Jesus when all possible means have been exhausted 
to avoid them.”

T his is o f course a far from  exhaustive list o f books 
and essays on Su icide. R ecent literature has even 
produced tw o im portant scientific studies on the 
subject, one b y  a Frenchm an, the other by  an 
Italian. T he w ritings wo have m entioned are such 
as all literary students should bo acquainted with, 
and they are sufficient to provo that, w ith  regard 
to this particular top ic, as w ith  regard to m any 
others, there is noth ing new  under the sun.

So m uch fo r  the literature o f the subject. Let us 
now  turn to another o f its aspects. There is a general 
im pression that scepticism  leads to su icide. T h is im 
pression lias been sedulously cultivated by the clergy , but 
it w ill not bear investigation . Clericals com m it su icido 
as frequently  as laym en ; and, although the Catholic 
parts o f  E urope show  few er suicides than other parts, 
the fact may be accounted fo r  b y  the backw ard state 
and the s low  life  o f tho30 places. W ith  an increased 
strain there w ill naturally bo a greater percentage 
o f  breakages. E rnest Clark h im self, w hoso su icide 
occasioned the Chronicle correspondence, was a 
Christian, and an active m em ber o f  a Christian 
church. Mr. M orrison D avidson, too, w h o i3 an osten
tatious C hristian—at least by  profession— confesses 
that six o f his personal friends, w ho at various tim es 
com m itted  su icide, were all Christians,

G. W. FOOTE.

A W A L K  T H R O U G H  T H E  B R IT IS H  M U SE U M .

II.
I DO not see h ow  any th ink ing student o f the antiqui
ties at the British M useum  can avoid the reflection 
that i f  what ch ildren  are still taught in  Sunday-schools 
is correct, the most notable thing3 at the M useum  are 
its deficiencies. Vast halls are assigned to E gyptian 
and A ssyrian rem ains, yet o f the m ighty  k ingdom  o f 
D avid  and Solom on, “  wrho reigned over all k in gdom s 
from  the Euphrates unto the border o f E gypt,”  there 
is not a single rem nant. C onspicuous on ly  b y  their 
absence are all antiquities o f  the Jew s and o f  early 
Christianity. R eserving till “  som e other day ”  notice 
o f the greatest treasure o f the M useum , the C odex 
A lexandrinus (w hich , in  one sense, is certainly  a 
forgery  since it purports to be w ritten “  by  the hand o f 
T hecla the m artyr,”  o f  the first century, w h ile  it co n 
tains the Eusebian Canons o f the fourth  century) and 
other Christian antiquities, let us now  note the 
A ssyrian ones bearing on the B ible.

D id  you  ever see cherubim , reader ? N ot Sir Joshua's 
w in ged  heads o f  ch ildren , w ith  noth ing to sit on, w ho, 
as the P rayer-book  says “ continually  do cry  ” ; hut the 
creatures described b y  E zekiel w hen he “  saw visions 
o f G od.”  T hey  had the head o f a man, jo in ed  w ings, 
straight legs and calves feet (Ezek. i. 1— 12). Y ou  must 
pass betw een tw o o f these cherubim  (called here w inged 
hulls) from  the palace o f Ashur-N asir-pal, k ing o f 
Assyria DC. 885—860, and enter the N im roud  Gallery. 
H ere the first th ing that strikes us i3 N o . 2, the per
form ance o f religious rites. Note the tree o f  life  in 
the centre. This is the Ashera so often  referred to in 
the R evised Version ,* and for the real m eaning o f w hich 
I must refer you to m y essay on “ Phallic W orsh ip  am ong 
the J e w s ”  in  Bible Studies. A b ov e  is the figure, 
w ith in  a w inged circle, o f  the god Ashur, the progenitor 
and protecting spirit o f  Assyria, w ho bore the same 
relation to A ssyria that II d id  to B abylon and E loh im  
to Israel. T he w orship o f Asherali is still better seen 
on tlie opposite side (N o. 117), where w inged  fem ales 
make offerings to the sacred tree o f  life . N ow  notice 
N o 85, w here Ishtar (or A shtoreth 1 K ings x i. 28) is 
depicted  w ith  fou r w ings, and observe the fish deity 
(2!) and 80). T h is m ay be Oaness or D agon, w ith 
w hom  Jahveh had a fight in  the tem ple. T he fish’s 
head form s a m itre, and was possib ly  the original of 
that episcopal co v e r in g .! A m on g  the ivory  objects in 
cases, notice the E gyptian character o f  N C. 16 and the 
crux ansata, N.C. 110. In  the Central Saloon No. 110. 
the m onolith  o f Sliamsi Ram m fm u, seo the distinct 
Maltese cross round the neck  o f the k ing (B.C. 825 — 
812). H ere is the sym bol o f the Christian knights 
over a thousand years before their existence. His 
nam e is from  Sbainas the sun-god, who is clearly-allied  
to Samson. Pass into tho K ou yu n jik  Gallery. In 
case A  aro tablets g iv in g  portions o f tho Chaldean 
account o f the creation and o f tho D eluge. The 
elim ination  o f  the polytheistic elem ents in the Jewish 
account, w h ile  tho geographical allusions in  Genesis 
refer to Euphrates, show  this latter is a late w orking 
up o f the A kkadian  legends. Indeed, there is no 
evidence o f the Jew s having such legends prior to the 
captivity  in B abylon. In  other cases are A kkadian 
and Assyrian om ens and incantations against evil 
spirits and hym ns to Ishtar and other deities. Sa)’ s 
Mr. W . St. Chad Boscawen, “ T ho Assyrian penetential 
psalms are fu ll o f phrases, w ord for  w ord  tho same ¡‘S 
those o f  the B ib le .’ J That is to say, tho H oly  Ghost 
inspired tho m en o f  G od to cop y  in  their d iv in e ly - 
inspired records tho psalms o f idolatrous Polytheists, 
w hoso w orship  was an abom ination  to G od .

N ow  ascend to the Babylonian and A ssyrian Itiorn 
on the upper floor. The first th ing that strikes you  D 
the m utilated black basalt figure o f  Gudea. K ing lp 
B abylonia, n c. 2,500, or before tho tim e o f  N oa h 3 
F lood . W e suppose his descendants w ere in the Ark- 
In  case B, Gudea clearly  appears as a phall‘° 
w orshipper, w h ile  in  case II, tho stono cy linder 0

* See especially 2 Kings xxiii. (!, 7. , -
t Sno the illustration in Mile Studies, p. 2<1, and “ A Fisliy Fan , 

yretthinier, March 20, ISU2. 
t Interview by Raymond Blathwayt.(7o he concluded)
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Rammanu Mirari ( b .c . 913—891) is o f  the same shape. 
Case B contains the gate socket o f  Eutenna (N o. 120(31) 
"who, in the official gu ide, is described (p. 13G) as 
“ K ing o f B abylonia B C . 4,200,“  or 19G years before 
the creation o f Adam  T he ticket-w riter seems to 
have been afraid o f antedating A dam , fo r  it appeai-s as 
“  about B.c 4 000.”  But B ible credit is not saved, for 
this case alone contains a host o f articles o f  bronze or 
stone cut w ith copper tools, ages older than the date of 
their alleged invention  by  Tubal-C ain. In  case C we 
hiay see flint knives w h ich  preceded the use o f metal 
ones. H ere, also, an inscription o f Cyrus referring to 
his conquest o f B abylon (r. C 539), and also cylinders 
o f its last K ing, N abonidus. Daniel, w ho doesn ’ t 
know  the nam e o f this king, says it was taken by 
Darius. Case H  contains cy linders o f Sennacherib, 
■with an account o f  the siege and capture o f Jerusalem 
and the defeat o f H ezekiah, whereas, according to the 
Bible, the angel o f  the Lord defeated the hosts o f 
Sennacherib, slaying in one night 185,000 m en . Had 
any such disaster really happened, it w ould have 
meant the dow nfa ll o f  Sennacherib ’s pow er, whereas 
the inscription show  h im  continu ing his expeditions. 
The sim ple explanation is, the B ible tells a lie.

So in  regard to the M oabite Stone, the cast o f  w hich  
is in the Phoenician R oom , the original being in  the 
Bouvre. T he stone has been challenged b y  a Jew, 
M. L ow vy, fo r  its record is clearly  not to the credit o f 
his nation. It is inscribed to the M oabite god Chem osh, 
and tells how  the altars o f Jehovah were prostrated 
before Chem osh ; an incident upon w h isk  the servants 
of Jehovah were significantly silent.

J. M. W h e e l e r .

C O N G R E G A T IO N A L  C H R IS T IA N IT Y .

IT is stated in  the N ew  Testament, “ I f  a house be 
d iv ided  against itself, that house cannot stand.”  
Supposing this statement to be true, it is evident that 
the Christian fam ily  can no longer m aintain its unity, 
for scepticism , allied w ith  literary criticism , has o f 
late caused serious d iv isions in  the theological house, 
shaking it to its very  foundation . T he last b low  
received by  orthodox C hristianity has been dealt by 
the leaders o f the Congregationalists, w ho have entirely 
given  up m any o f  the claim s once urged b y  the 
principals o f that particular sect on behalf o f  their 
faith. H ow  serious w ill be the result to orthodox 
pretensions o f this new  departure tim e w ill te ll. W e 
have long since learnt from  private sourees that a co n 
siderable change in  theological view s was taking place 
am ong the younger m inisters o f  this large b od y  o f 
Christians. The constantly recurring outbreaks o f 
scepticism  am ong the clergy o f  the Chureh o f England 
Could not fa il to influence m inisters o f  other d en om i
nations. But no doubt the restricted liberty  in d is 
senting com m unities, as com pared w ith  that o f  the 
R ational C hurch, tended fo r  a tim e to keep their 
m inisters in  the old  path, inasm uch as their training 
and general surroundings caused them  to fear the 
Consequences o f being too outspoken. Probably they 
felt that the p u b lic  m ind w ou ld  bo m ore in clined  to 
gradually fo llo w  tho now  departure caused by  the 
“ h igher criticism ,”  than to be led from  their long- 
chcrished beliefs b y  any sudden outbursts o f 
exeitcm ent,

It is am using to read h ow  a m an like  Canon D river 
keeks to ward off the offects o f tho scepticism  that is 

prevalent in  our m idst. H o coo lly  alleges that 
criticism  does not affect the doctrines o f his faith, 
^ though  m any o f these doctrines o f  his Church have 
PCon either practically g iven  up, or considerably 
M odified in consequence o f  this very criticism . It 
JVould certainly  be very  rem arkable, i f  the roo f has 
keen raised from  tho house and the walls have been 
rem oved from  their foundations, that the bu ild ing  
should rem ain as solid  as ever But it appears that 
B)e Church that survived tho shock  produced  by  the 
r?88ays and Reviews does not desire to be thought too 
easily betrayed into a state o f alarm. At least its clergy  
Ay°uld  havo us believe they aro not apprehensive 
mat the ]r ;s e n t  rapid grow th  o f  heresy both in and 
°h t o f the Church w ill prqve fatal" t* their religion .

Superstition dies hard, and clergy w ho have been 
educated under its influence, and w hose position  Tn 
life  depends upon its perpetuation, are loath to give 
it up. Em erson says he believes that i f  this w hole  
island were burnt up, w e should assemble on the 
cinders to com m em orate the event. So w e suppose 
that i f  all the once firm ly-believed  doctrines o f Chris
tianity w ere destroyed, we shou ld  find som e orthodox 
enthusiasts c lin gin g  to the ruins.

For the most recent aspect o f heretical dissenting 
Christianity, w e are indebted to the view s presented 
in  the second edition  o f a w ork  w ritten b y  n ine 
em inent Congregational M A .’s and entitled Faith and 
Criticism. It must be adm itted that the writers have 
em ulated the pioneers o f destructive criticism  w ith  
great heartiness. I f  im itation is the sincerest flattery, 
the clergy  o f the Church o f England have good  grounds 
for being pleased w ith the exposition  o f their dissenting 
brethren, for they have fo llow ed  w ith  considerable 
fidelity the exam ple set them  by  recent writers o f  tho 
Established Church. The reverend Congregationalists 
in the w ork  referred to state that they have been draw n 
together by a desire to help the num erous seekers after 
truth, “ w hose m inds have been disturbed by  the ■work 
o f  criticism  on B ible and theological questions.”  It 
seems a rather original m ode o f securing m ental peace, 
by causing further intellectual trouble, w h ich  this book  
w ill undoubtedly  do, for  its writers frankly concede 
m any o f the dem ands o f the h igher scepticism  now  so 
prom inently  before the public. Such concessions 
cannot but extend the circle  that the critical pebbles 
have already m ade in  the B iblical and the orthodox  
lakes, an operation w h ich  w e in  no w ay depreciate. 
The theological waters were too lon g  stagnant, and 
w hile they were in  that state progress was necessarily 
im peded. N ow  its lifeless con d ion  has been disturbed 
by secular activity  advancem ent is the result. A lthough 
these n ine M A .’s profess to w rite independently  o f 
each other, they are “  agreed in  the persuasion that 
Our Lord Jesus Christ— the personal d iv ine  and hum an 
Christ—is the centre o f  all Christian life  and thought.”  
Som e persons m ay be disposed to th ink that any nine 
men w ho cou ld  agree that G od and man w ere united 
in one person and make that idea the “  centre ”  o f  their 
belief, m ight easily have agreed to alm ost anything ; 
for to subscribe to such an ecclesiastical fiction  as that 
God and man aro one evinces hut little independence 
o f thought. T hey  deplore that the B iblical criticism  
has disconnected M oses and D avid  from  certain 
passages o f Scripture, and they regret the disappear
ance o f  “  the pleasing associations.”  In  matters apart 
from  theology it w ou ld  not be very  “ p lea sin g ”  to 
associate the names o f  m en w ith  works w ith  w h ich  
they had noth ing to do, and to part w ith  such “  asso
ciations ”  should be rather pleasant than otherw ise. 
It is adm itted that som e o f  tho “ sacred b o o k s ”  are 
ascribed to an author w ho is reported to have recorded 
therein his ow n  death and burial, a fact w h ich  must 
bo slightly  em barrassing to tlioso w ho contend for the 
accuracy o f “ G od ’s w ord .”

T he great point, h ow ever, set forth by  these C ongro- 
gationalists is that “ W e have no data to enable us to 
nam ? w ith  any degree o f  probability  the authors o f 
tho Pentateuch or o f  any other historical book  except 
tho original Ezra and N ehem iali.”  The same rem ark 
applies to the authors o f  Job  and Ecclesiastes. T he 
k n ow ledge about these matters, w e are told , is lim ited  
to the fact that the traditional statements about thorn 
“  cannot be correct ”  Further, not on ly  have “  tho 
pleasing associations ”  o f  the old  names w ith  tho old  
books disappeared, but m odern criticism  as to the dates 
o f tlio books is “  unw elcom e.”  A  B ible dated u c . 1450 
is m uch m ore interesting to a Christian, on account o f 
age, than one dated B.C 450. Still we are assured that 
the fact that fo r  ages we have been im posed upon in 
this matter “  is not a spiritual loss.”  P ossib ly  not, but 
it is a material loss, and one o f  great significance. For 
centuries the Church has prom ulgated certain teachings 
as to the authors, tho dates, and the events o f  the B ible, 
the truth o f w h ich  w e were told  was verified  by  in 
spiration from  G od. It has now  been d iscovered  that 
there has been a m istake “  all along the line.”  U nder 
these circum stances the Congregational M .A .’ s suggest 
“  that the C hurch must be prepared to say it cannot
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answer the polem ical sceptic, neither can it allay the 
donbts o f  the devout all at once.”  This really means 
that B ib le  difficulties cannot at present be satisfactorily 
cleared up. The question is, Can those difficulties 
w h ich  the h igher criticism  has presented in  reference 
to the B ible be rem oved at any tim e? I f  so, the 
sooner the Church seeks to accom plish  this task the 
better, i f  it has any regard fo r  truth.

W e are in form ed  in  reference to prophecy, that the 
prophet is on ly  a preacher o f  righteousness, and that 
prophecy  “  does not guarantee historical accuracy.”  
T h is is a death b low  to the orthodox idea o f  inspiration, 
fo r  i f  prophecy  does not guarantee accuracy, it com es 
to us under false pretensions, and the Christian church 
stands con victed  o f  having, in  the nam e o f  God, 
im posed fo r  ages upon the w eak and the credu lous. 
W e are next told  (w hatever it m ay m ean) that the 
external form s o f  proph ecy  are on ly  “  the sym bols o f 
the trium phs and defeats o f  princip les and o f  their 
cham pions.” Thus the old  landm arks o f  the orthodox 
faith are g iven  up, and Christians are told  that it is no 
longer necessary that they should be defended . The 
sceptic w ill thus be no longer able to trium ph over the 
false positions that have been taken up b y  his clerical 
opponents, w h o have sought to sustain them  by  
arguments “ as questionable as they are ingenious.”  
T hen  w e have the con fession  th a t : It is im possible 
to over estimate the re lie f thus g iven  to the Christian 
conscience and in tellect.”

N ow , w hat is the m eaning o f  this surrender upon 
the part o f  the Congregationalists o f the strongholds o f 
orth odoxy  ? It means this : That tbe B ible can be no 
longer defended  as contain ing “  the truth, the w hole  
truth, and noth ing but the truth,”  that there is no 
evidence that the various books in  the Old and N ew  
Testaments w ere w ritten b y  the w riters w hose names 
are attached to them  ; that portions o f  the B ible are o f 
m uch  m ore recent dates than form erly  they were 
taught to b e ; that m uch  o f the Old Testament that has 
hitherto been regarded as a record o f fact, should now  
be looked  upon as figurative language, illustrating 
som e prin cip le  ; that prophesying d id  not mean the 
certain foretelling  o f events that w ould com e to pass ; 
that the orthodox  notion  o f inspiration is no longer 
tenable, and that persons are allow ed to interpret 
the B ib le  accord ing to their ow n reason, and in 
harm ony w ith  the intellectual standard o f the n ine
teenth century. M any divines o f the Church o f 
E ngland arrived at these conclusions a considerable 
tim e since, and now  tho advanced m inds o f  the 
Congregational denom ination  have done the same. 
T ru ly  w e are liv in g  in  a sceptical age, and tho w ork  o f 
the Freethought party has not been in  vain . The 
teachings, fo r  tho expounding  o f  w hich  Freethinkers 
o f  the past generation w ere im prisoned, are n ow  being  
recognised and taught b y  those w h o are accepted 
as being the leaders o f  the Christian m ovem ent. Such 
a m arvellous change is encouraging to us as Secularists, 
but it is fatal to the claim s o f  orthodox religion .

Ch a r l e s  W a t t s .
(To be concluded).

E U S E B IU S ’ C H U R C H  H IS T O R Y .

III.
I PROCEED to put forw ard  som e argum ents in  favor o f 
tho op in ion  that this book  was really  original in  the 
Latin, not as the m onks pretend, in  the Greek tongue. 
I g ive  what appears to m e the strongest argum ent first.

1. T he N ew  Testam ent and the so-called  Fathers and 
D octors com e from  the m onasteries o f  the W est, though 
it is alleged they had been com posed  in  the East. 
T here was no notice taken o f  this contradiction  until 
about 200 years ago ; and even then the question 
attracted little notice ; and, as usual, indolence, cre 
du lity , self-interest gained the day over truth. There 
has not been the slightest attempt to overcom e, what 
indeed cannot be overcom e, the negative decisive ev i
dence on this point. T he French  B enedictines o f  St. 
M aur knew  all that was to be k n ow n  about the Greek 
w ritings : I m ay nam e M ontfaucon  in  particular, o f  
w h om  and o f  w hose colleagues’ perform ances in  ed itin g  
the so called Greek Fathers any good  D ictionary  o f

B iography w ill g ive an adequate account. D o you  not 
suppose that had those Greek w ritings been really the 
w ork  o f m en at Caesarea o f Palestine, or o f  A le x 
andria, or Caesarea o f Cappadocia, these B enedictine 
editors w ou ld  have traced their h istory dow nw ards to 
Paris and the A ge o f Publication  ? W ou ld  they not 
have show n that they had been preserved, fo r  exam ple, 
in  the fam ous Greek m onasteries o f M ount A thos ? 
T h ey  have been able to do noth ing o f the k ind  ; M ont
faucon  h im self is w itness that there was no such stock 
o f  literature on  M ount A thos. T he same remark 
applies to Constantinople, and the East generally. A  
few  Greek M SS. m ay have been carried out thither, to 
be brought back again, fo r  the sake o f  appearances. 
But the w eight o f  evidence is irresistible in  favor o f 
the W est as the real w orkshop o f  this literature. It 
has been noticed  that the m onks never ventured to fix 
on  A thens as one o f their ancient literary seats ; but 
they had a legend o f “  D ionysius the Areopagite.”  
W here was that legend got up ? A t A thens ? Far from  
it : but on the spot w here his sp lendid  tem ple stands, 
St. Denis, in the N orth o f  Paris. In  short, the w ritings 
o f the St. M aur scholars disprove the statement that 
the Greek w ritings were from  the East, and raise tho 
presum ption that they were com posed under the d irec
tion  o f the Latin churchm en, in  order to support a 
false theory.

2 . Let the Greek o f  E usebius and the Latin o f 
Rufinus be n ow  com pared, and it w ill be seen that the 
facts are in  flat contradiction  to the theory. T he Latin 
is not a translation, in any proper sense, o f  the G reek. 
Therefore, either there m ust have been an earlier lost 
Greek original, far superior to any o f the existing texts, 
w h ich  is a baseless and absurd notion  ; or the Greek 
must be founded  on the Latin, though w ith  con sider
able license. O f course the argum ent is one especially 
fo r  those w ho have som e taste fo r  Latin and G re e k ; 
but the m ain facts can, I th ink, be m ade clear even to 
plain m en w ho are in  the habit o f  ju d ic ia lly  attending 
to evidence.

T he Greek text is not classical, nor elegant, nor even 
in  a m any places readable and intellig ib le. It swarms 
w ith  w ords that you  cannot find in the lex icon  and 
w h ich  are contrary to tho genius o f  tho language. 
There are readers w ho can en joy  Plato, sitting “  w ith  
their feet on the fen der,”  as M acaulay said ; w ho cou ld  
read the page aloud and bo fo llow ed  easily by  fa irly  
instructed students. But to try such an experim ent 
w ith  “  Eusebius ”  w ou ld  bo to set everyb od y ’s teeth 
on  edge. It is not on ly  that the form s and meanings 
o f  the w ords are often  unusual, but there are actually 
a num ber o f  n ovel w ords, invented b y  tho m onks for 
the purpose o f  their system . T he beautiful language 
o f the great days o f A thens seems positively  to w rithe 
under the tortures w h ich  they inflict upon it. Y ou  
can hardly believe that a genuine Greek cou ld  have 
been gu ilty  o f  such deeds— at least I  cannot.

T ho ludicrous effect w h ich  is produced  w hen  a 
person sits dow n  w ith  a d ictionary to w rite to a 
foreigner, not having had his ear trained to the 
niceties o f  the usage, is the sort o f effect produced in 
this case. Y ou  m ay in  the m ain catch his drift, but 
you  fee l that he “ w ou ld  have expressed things 
d iffe re n tly ”  i f  he had possessed tho com m and o f 
id iom  w h ich  on ly  com es b y  practice. Fancy a solem n 
Church History being  w ritten in  that b lundering 
fashion  !

W hat w ould  you  th ink o f  such E nglish  as this 
“  K. cam e into the Church and out-confessed, and so 
passed his tim e, n ow  secret-teaching, n ow  again out- 
confessing." T he Greek w ords aro s im p ly  a clum sy 
coinage. W hat do you  m ake o f a w riter w h o refers to 
a w ork  “  Towards Heresies ”  w hen ho means against, 
or o f  jou rn ey in g  into Rom o for to R om e ; “  blasphe
m ing off blushingly ”  instead o f “  most im puden tly  ”  ; 
“  leading a man over tho water ”  fo r  unto the w a te r ; 
“  into the nam e ”  fo r  in the name. These and other 
flowers o f  speech all occur w ith in  the space o f  a few  
lines.

If a writer instead of saying “  some imputation i3 
made upon some one,” were to say “ something becomes 
for a number to some one,” would he be considered at 
home in our language ? Or if he could not distinguish 
between deny and abnegate, or between age and arch
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dlogy, i f  he uses absurd •when he means unjust, or 
untrembling ness fo r  intrepidity, or calls Pilate “ a se lf
slayer o f h im self and a seif-hand avenger o f the d iv ine 
judgm ent,”  w ou ld  you  not advise h im  to take a few  
lessons in  E nglish  com position  ? I can assure you  
these things sound no better in  Greek than they do in 
English.

N or does it sound w ell to say “  I  boast h im  ”  rather 
than “  I boast o f  h im ,”  nor “  I rid you  ”  fo r  “  I absolve 
you ”  “  Cast outside the truth ”  is rather clum sy for 
“  aberrate ”  ; and “  shorter brothers ”  is fu n n y  for  
“  younger brothers,”  and so is “ growl one ’s teeth ”  for  
'‘ grind ”  them . T he fo llow in g  is in  every  respect a 
tit-bit o f  Eusebian style. Certain heretics are reproved 
because they prefer science to the scriptures. “  E uclid  
among som e o f them  is industriously  geometered ” —  
he means “  cultivated.”  H e talks elsew here o f “  strip
ping the problem .”  W hat does he mean ? The French 
editor Valesius is good  enough to explain. It is “  ven 
tilating the question.”  Instead o f  “  stripped and 
deserted ” you  read “  stripped and becom e desert.”

This w retched m onk does not know  the force  o f  his 
Greek prepositions. “  Swear against the b od y  and 
blood o f the Lord Jesus Christ ”  is one o f  h is expres
sions ; “  disposition  about another ” is g iven  for  
“  disposition  towards another.”  T he book  is a m useum  
of curiosities. H e calls the Christian religion  “ the 
most h o ly  or the Catholic H seresis”  (heresy). H e has 
the phrase “  like a god hym n in g  Christ ”  ; w h ich  ought 
to mean that the singer is like a god. H e o f course 
does not mean to say that, and you  have to check  h im  
’ ike a faulty schoolboy . In  short, this book  rem inds 
one o f noth ing so m uch as those curious extracts 
labelled “  English  as she is w ritten .”  H is style always 
betrays him .

Again, there are a num ber o f w ords in  this Greek 
text w h ich  are sim ply  Latin transliterated. D u x  
becom es doux, ducenarius douhenarios, and so on. 
Bolonia, legio, preepositus, fiscus, corrector, beneficíales 
or beneficiara, officiates, sicarius, vicarias, frum en- 
tarius, are other exam ples.

In other instances the m onk w ou ld  appear to be 
thinking in som e m odern language, w hence he draws 
Phrases that are false w hen turned into Greek. W e or 
the French m ay speak o f an “  agony o f  fear,”  but you 
cannot use “  agonía ” in  Greek, as this im postor does.

may say that they who eat of things offered to 
1(lols do what is “ indifferent,” but we may not coin a 
Greek verb adiaphorcin to “ indifference,” for the sake 
°f our meaning, as this bungler does.

The im pression grow s upon you  irresistibly  o f  his 
]gnorance and recklessness in  daring to clothe his n on 
sense in a tonguo that he does not com m and. H e 
Writes o f  the “  bodies ”  o f  a m artyr sw elling  instead o f 
his “  w o u n d s and o f  speaking “  truths ”  instead o f 
“ truth." A n d  lie upon our superstitious editors w ho 
‘ »7 to d efen d  or explain  these vices o f  the low est class 
° f  literary m en !

I f  you  read the Latin text, you  can understand what 
|ho man is talking about, though you  d o  not approve 
“ >s m eaning and purport. But w hen you  turn to the 
a'leged Greek “  orig inal,” you  find the Latin lu c id ity  
a'l  beclouded  and befogged  ; w h ich  is an absurd state 
° f  things, consider it h ow  you  w ill. T he Latin cou ld  
hot have extracted light from  the obscurity  o f  the 
Greek, but tho Greek pretender cou ld  easily turn a 
Eatin original into jargon.

'fake tho table o f  Contents. T h is is tho titlo o f  the 
Second chapter, book  one, as tho Latin gives i t : “  That 
Ghrist is both  Lord and Creator o f  all and dispenser 
° f  tho universe accord ing to what is w ritten in  the law 
an<l the prophets.”  W o can understand that. But the 
Greek gives the title : “  A  Sum m ary concern ing the 
I'ro-exiRtenco and theology accord ing to our Savior and 
J°rd, tho Christ o f  G od .”  A s far as I have noticed , 
he Greek is alw ays in  like m anner clum sy w here tho 
J»tin ír precise and even elegant. T he Latin w riter 

? ° es straight to his o b je c t ; the Greek gropes and 
. Utnbles fo r  it. I doubt w hether there is a single 
jjistance in w h ich  there can be an excuse for suggesting 
. *ut the Latin fo llow s the Greek. N otice the fo llow in g  

reference to a w ell kn ow n  fable, once popularly 
R eived  as part o f authentic Church H istory (i. 13)

Greek Reading : “  A  Story (or H istory) concerning 
the Dynast o f the Edessenes.”

Latin R ea d in g : “  A  Narration o f  K in g  Abgarus and 
a C opy o f  the epistle o f Abgarus to the L ord , and o f 
the Lord to h im self, and o f those things w h ich  con 
sequently w ere translated out o f the tongue o f the 
Syrians.”

In  the coirrse o f  a chapter headed “  Story about 
John the A postle,”  the Greek has to cite one o f  h is 
secret confreres w ho poses under the nom de plume o f  
“  C lem ent o f A lexandria.”  The thought to be expressed 
is this : “  I  have a story to tell you  w h ich  is no mere 
story, but an authentic narrative.”  P ositive ly  the 
Greek cannot do it 1 H e says “  H ear a m yth, not a 
m yth, but essential logos ”  (ovra Xoyor); w h ich  is one 
o f the m ost ungram m atical and otherw ise b lundering 
sentences that cou ld  be written. Y ou  cannot “  trans
late ”  such stuff ; you  have to break up his bad phrase 
and take out the kernel o f  the m eaning.

There is a variety o f incidental evidence to show  
that so far from  the Greek being really an authority 
to the Latin, he has to be chastised b y  the Latins for 
not k n ow in g  his business. H ere is a notable exam ple. 
A  certain heretic at R om e w hose name is w ritten b y  
“  Eusebius ”  and several other Greek writers Novatus 
or Nauatos. T urn  to the Catalogue of the “  Illustrious 
M en ”  (com posed  in  Latin  under the nam e o f 
“  Jerom e ” ), and there you  find a chapter on  Nova- 
tianus, the priest o f  R om e, w h o  laid  d ow n  the dogm a 
o f  the N ovitian i, called in  the Greek the Katharoi. 
It is added that the author o f  this dogm a was Novatus, 
a presbyter o f  Cyprian.

This b lunder o f  the alleged fou n der o f  Church 
H istory has been too gross even  fo r  sleepy editors. 
Yalesius, G ieseler, Jachm ann, H ein ichen  have all 
noticed  it. One o f them  has severely blam ed Eusebius 
fo r  thus con fou n din g  a priest o f Carthage w ith  a priest 
o f R om e ; and has been blam ed in  turn for his sharp 
language. H ad this d iscovery  been  fo llow ed  up, the 
w hole  Eusebian plot m ight have been laid  bare. But 
that w ould  never do ! Y ou  m ay point out the blunder 
o f Eusebius, but you  m ust not assail h is credit.

I m ight alm ost rest the case fo r  the Latin fou n da
tion o f  the Church H istory  on this d iscovery  alone. 
The very Latin w riter w h o draws up the List o f 
“ Illustrious M en,”  scattering plausible Greek terms 
over his pages, tho very  w riter w ho makes h im self 
sponsor fo r  “  Eusebius ”  and fo r  “  Rufinus ”  alike ; 
and w ho pretends that tho Greek is the foundation  
tongue : is the source over w h ich  Eusebius has b lu n 
dered w ith  his talk o f  Novatus or Novalianus, as in  one 
place he does call the heretic. W hat happened, in  m y  
op in ion , was this. T he B enedictine m onks, being 
masters o f  the situation, sketched their system  o f  fable 
in  Latin, g iv ing  it as I have said a Greek co lor, so as 
to support the false statement that Greek was tho 
prim ary C hurch languago. T h ey  then handed out the 
schem o to be elaborated in detail b y  m en w h o had no 
equal com m and o f  Greek A n d  thus originated this 
b low n -u p , b lu ndering , and in  any w ay as far as m ere 
style is concerned, detestable Ensebian Church History,

Take again the name Pilatus, a Rom an name w ith  
the a long. Do you  suppose an authoritative Greek 
historian ought not to have know n  tho proper p ro 
nunciation  ? Y et you  often  find it in  Greek g iven  as 
Pilatus. Let m o tell a little anecdote. One o f a certain 
com pany o f  students o f  tho Greek Testam ent, a man 
o f  w orld -w id e  fam e in  classical study, hoard another 
m em ber pronounce Pilittus. H e was startled and 
shocked, but in  tho discussion w h ich  fo llow ed , his 
colleague held the ground, though tho great D octor 
protested he w ou ld  not believe in P ilatus till ho saw 
it so scanned in poetry ! T o  so w retched a plight does 
tho professional defence o f  these rank forgeries reduce 
m en o f  ordinary classical scholarship.

In  another place the nam e o f  a legate o f  Palestine 
is g iven  in  Greek as Lousios Kyetos. The Latin gives 
Lusius or Lucius Quietus in several texts. W ithout 
their aid no one cou ld  make out what proper name was 
signified. A gain  and again the name Klemes is g iven  
in  tho Greek ; w h o cou ld  k n ow  that Clemens was 
meant, w ithout the aid o f  tho Latins ? Or that Kriskes 
was Crescens f
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H ere I  must pause. I  can on ly  report that the state
m ent that the first historian o f the C hurch wrote in 
Greek and was rendered into Latin is false on the face 
o f  it. T he Latin is the o r ig in a l; and the Greek is not 
strictly a translation from  the Latin, but a hurried, 
w in d y , bom bastic paraphrase and abridgm ent o f the 
original, written in  a style offensive to every princip le 
o f  good taste. I am o f the op in ion  o f  H ardonin  that 
this Greek rubbish was w ritten, not so m uch to be 
read, as to g ive  v isib le  support to a false theory, and 
for the sake o f  quantity rather than o f  quality. I feel 
quite sure that i f  these investigations are carried out 
in the exam ination o f  all the Church writers, it w ill be 
established beyond  doubt that the Church is com m itted 
to the defence o f  an im posture in attem pting to defend  
“  Eusebius ”  and the secret literary gang to w h ich  he 
belongs. E d w in  J o h n so n .

I DO NOT KNOW.*

W hen  early faith, drawn from a mother’s lips,
By calm-eyed Reason suffers an eclipse—

Uphill thy path and slow,
When friends importune thee, “  whero dost thou go ?” 
Enough for thee if Reason lead the way 
Right onward; teach thy tongue to say,

“  I do not Kuow.”
Read thou the scripture, say they, light thou’lt see, 
But if their light he darkness umo thee,

By word and act then show,
That true as to the ocoan rivers flow,
So true art thou to Reason’s royal sway.
What is beyond her, teach thy tongue to say 

“  I do not Know.”
And ono by one thy friends may know thee not,
Or think of thee as ono to bo forgot;

Then stronger thou shalt grow,
As lonely trees do when the tempests blow,
So thou art true, this friend is friend for ayo :
Aught lovelier? Oh, teach thy tongue to say,

“  I do not Kuow.”
A time will come, a time to thee of rest,
And in thy weariness it will be best;

If voices whisper low,
Is aught beyond this sad sunsetting glow ?
While night falls gleamless of auother day,
Fear not tho darkness, teach thy tonguo to say,

“  I do not Know.”
L. J. N icot.son.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Mr. Athelstan Riley, tho Athanasius of the London School 

Board, has been interviewed by the Christian Commonwealth, 
which also publishes a portrait of this orthodox gent'euian. 
Mr Riley looks a self-satisfied “ superior”  person. Born in 
1858, he is only 3.5 years of age, though he affects the gravity 
of seventy. He lives in “  a palatial establishment at Ken
sington Court.”  There now ! The secret is out. We
understand now why Air. Riley is so anxious about the 
“  Christian education ”  of the London children. When one 
man lives in a palatial establishment, and another occupies a 
room in a slum, it is evident that something uncommon is 
needed to make the latter’s children grow up with a feeling 
that this disparity is all right.

Mr. Riley is particularly concerned about the deity of Joaus 
Christ, n e  examine! a class one day, and found that “ the 
boys had not the slightest idea that our Lord had a Divine 
nature.”  Shocking, to be sure ! But how about Mr. Riley’s 
belief in the divine nature of Christ ? We tell him plainly 
that he has not a scrap of sincere belief in that article. How 
on earth can a man live in a palatial establishment, with 
alabaster fireplaces, and pianos that took three years to build, 
and at the same time speak without hypocrisy of the divine 
nature of one who said “  Blessed be ye poor ”  and “  Woe 
unto you rich ” ?

Mr. Riley wants the London Board School children to be 
taught the Incirnation ; that is to say, that “ Jesus Christ 
our Lord, born of the Virgin Mary, is both God and Man.” 
Ah, Mr. Riley, that is a ticklish thing to teach children ! 
Try it yourself, and let the children ask questions, and see if 
you don’t get into a nasty corner. Jesus was Dot the son of 
Joseph, though his mother Mary was Joseph’s wife. What 
a pretty conundrum is this for children who hear things as 
they walk the streets! What a nies nut to crack for the 
teeth of youthful curiosity !

“ You can’t teach morals,”  Mr. Riley says, “ without 
a religious basis of some kind.”  Perhaps not. But it 
all depends on what you mean by “ morals.” If it is 
“  moral ”  for a rich idler liviDg in a palatial establishment to 
look after the “  morals ”  of the children of poor workers who 
toil for little more than a bare subsistence, then we admit 
that morality needs a religious basis. But our view of 
morality is very different from this. Air. Riley should leave 
poor people alone and set about saving his own soul; for, if 
Christ spoko the truth, ho is a loDg way on tho high road to 
hell.

A CHILD’S ESSAY ON SAMSON.

Tun lifo of Samson which I has to give. Samson was tho 
wonderfullest man )ou  evor seed, lie was so mighty strong 
that he thought no more of Lions and Bears than boys do of 
cats and things. If you think ho was a giant, thats just where 
yer wrong, coz ho wasn’t a bit bigger than yor father is. But 
mind yer, he bad very long hair, and that’s just wliero it was. 
It wont right down bis neck, and under his coat, and then all 
tho way dowu. That’s how it was. Samson became very 
sinful), for ho got a courtin a young woman who was a relation 
of the wickerd phillistins. Men should never court young 
women from othor countries, oxcept they aro good. Never 
mind abart them being nicet looking, if they aro not good. 
AVhy, this young woman actshully wttrshipped them ugly 
little imiges wat yev seed Mieshinarics briug iu bags, and put 
in a row on the table. As Samson was goin a-courtin one daik 
night, a Lion sprung at him from ovor a garding. And seo 
ycr, Samson just cote it by tho chin, and gev it sich a crack 

.¡betwixt its eyes, that it drophod down dead, like as yov seed 

.cows belliiit butchers shops. You’ll never know how strong 

.lie was. When they got marrid, behold Samson arskt a riddle, 

.whilst'tho Phillistins was all eating their dinners round him. 
Ho told them that if they could guess it lie would give them 
without jokin 30 now suits of close apiece. Didn’t they try 
nftor that; coz they knowed that if they found it out they’d 
nevor havo to buy no more new closo. But they couldn’t 
liddlo it, with all tlicir thinkin. Then that nasty imigo 
woman went and told- them wot it was. So Samson had 
lo'give all of them 30'ne'w shits. How they wood larf whi/o 
they was a carrying them home, spcchully when they was 
trying them on. But Samson nover forgived the imigo 
woman, and he woodnt bo marrid t> her no longer.— Original 
English. Written, by our Little Ones at Softool- E g  Henry 
Jlarkli',

* XeacM tliy tcugue to sa;\ " I  do not Knott«’1 A /fcibcit) prtiiph

Protap Chunder Alazoomdar, who is hero from India 
en route for the Parliament of Religions at Chicago, where he 
will discourse on what the West owes to the East, has 
been lectuiirg at Unitarian churches on the views of the 
Erahmo Somoj, to which he belongs.- They have a book 
compiled from the Vedas, the Koran, and other Bibles of the 
world. They discard most of the Hindu superstitions, but, 
like the Unitarians, retain the central ghost.

It is calculated every Hindu converted to Christianity costs 
£84. This is not the extent of it. The inhabitants of India 
are eminently moral, tho crime among them not being a fourth 
part of that which it is iu England. And, grievous to state, 
when a Hindu breaks caBte and becomes a Christian, with 
caste he often abandons moral restraint. There is a larged 
proportion of ciime among native Christians than among 
those who retain the ancient faith. Perhaps this is largely 
because tho converts are mainly drawn from the worst castes, 
or outcasts, and the aboriginal hill-tribos.

Air. Allanson Picton, AI.P., points out that instead of 
allowiog Dissenting ministers to act as marriage registrars, 
Church parsons should bo deprived of that function, and tb»6 
in all cases where a wedding is not legalised in a registrars 
cfliee, a registrar should bo present and authorise tb« 
ceremony! A return for which he moved in the House ot 
Commons showed that in the single year 1891 there were oV®r 
1 300 errois or irregularities in the certified copies sent to 
Somerset House, In 71 instances tho entries were not B'gnel 
by the persons married, or were sign-d by only ono of the'11’ 
while in 748 caeos there was nothing to show where t*1® 
marriage had taken plav^ Again, 201 clergymen had f* ^
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to sign the certified copies, and actually in 13 instances the 
signatures in the spaces for the bride and bridegroom ware 
not those of the persons who had been married. In many 
ca?es the blunders are sufficiently gross to invalidate the 
marriage, so far as inheritance and matrimonial rights are 
concerned, if any litigious person cared to hunt up the worth- 
lf8s records. There is no reason to suppose Dissenting 
ministers are not as careless and ignorant as Church parsons. 
Marriage, involving civil rightg and obligations, should be 
certified by officials of the State.

Alexander M’Ewan Thompson, of the Kingston Branch of 
fhe Salvation Army, is doing three months’ " h a r d ”  for 
embezzlement. The chairman of the Bench, in sentencing 
him, said his plan was to go about preaching and defrauding, 
and he was “ a thorough vagabond.”

Saturday’s Morning Leader contained a curious begging 
letter from a Mr. Eiflein, whose health had been seriously 
undermined by opposing Atheism, and who asked the public 
for £10 to enable him to take a week’s holiday. Monday’s 
Leader contained a satirical letter from Mr. George Rutland, 
a Camberwell Freethinker, stating that he had been converted 
to Atheism from Christianity, that he had heard Mr. E flein 
oppose Mr. Foote, that his health had been seriously under
mined in listening to "lecturers against Atheism,”  that he 
niso proposed to take a week’s holiday, and would be glad to 
receive the wherewithal. "  On second thoughts,”  Mr. Rutland 
added in a postscript, "  I think it will be better to spend my 
own money, or stay at home rather than cadge.”

We know something of thi3 Mr. Effiein, and we fancy ha 
has been working this vein for a considerable time. Several 
times he wrote to us, begging us to get him some employ
ment, and saying that his Christian friends hal treated him 
Uncharitably. Afterwards he solicited a donation from a 
generous Freethinker whose name we need not disclose (at 
present) on the ground that he (Mr. Elflaio) was known as 
“  the gentlemanly opponent of Atheism.”  It is scarcely 
necessary to say that he did not receive a cheque from this 
quarter.

Mr. Eiflein modestly told the Leader that he had helped 
Mr. Gladstone to write his Impregnable Hock of Holy Scripture. 
Gods and littlo fishes ! what a cool piece of impudence ! 
What is the case? Mr. Kill jin once received a letter from 
^ir G. G. Stokes, in reply to a query as to Genesis and 
Bcipnce. From that letter (it is dated so far back as Aug. 14, 
1883) Mr. Gladstone quotes the single harmless sentence that 
“ Before the beasts came the plants, which are necessary to 
their sustenance.”  This is what the modest Mr. Elflein calls 
‘ ‘ helping Mr. Gladstone”  to write his book. It doesn’ t occur 
to him tuat it was 8ir G. G. Stokes who furnished the help — 
fueh as it was ! and that the letter would have been just as 
Useful if addressed to Smith, Jones, Brown or Robinson.

The Weekly Register heads an article on the French 
Sections with "  To Vote is to Pray.”  The real meaning is 
that it is an article of religion to voto as the priest directs.

“ More bishops and better incomes for tho clergy”  is the 
cr7 of all the church papers, in noticing the preliminaiy 
announcements of the Church Congress. Of couise they 
^ant the laity to provide the x's. When they find the laity 
8o not shell out, they will begin to notice the bloated 
Spends of the existing bishops, ecclesiastical dignitaries, and 
Uell-beneficed rectors.

A correspondent of tho Daily News tells of superstitious 
Practices suit carried on by women in Russia to ward eff 
’ yphus fever. They went at midnight and cut, with a plough, 
a furrow completely around tho village. After this a pre- 
nession was formed, which traversed the inner edge of the 
arrow. First came a woiuin carrying a domestic icon and 

£ '»nting a prayer. The next carried tho decorated skull and 
° rns of an ox. The third came astride an oak sapliog— as
boy would aide cock-horse. Behind, in long single tile, 

°dowed a number of women, singing a half-heathenish 
'Xircist doggerel. Tho males keep closely within doors, and 
rjud interfering with or even witnessing the mysterious 

curetnonies.

were shadowed by the startling intelligence that one of the 
merry-maker’s cows was bewitched, thus proving the 
posthumous evil power of the deceased. A  stallion horse and 
rider were immediately hunted up to destroy the daai witch's 
further machinations by jumping across her grave. The 
horse shied, and could not be induced to leap. Sam9 of the 
village elders were then consulted, who advised the opening 
of the grave, and the piercing of the woman's body with 
red-hot hay forks, and this was accordingly done.

The American Goarylaw against the Chinese was calculated, 
to lead to reprisals, yet we cannot wonder at the howling of 
the religious press against the heathen Gainee for the brutal 
murder of tho two Swedish missionaries, Wikbolm and 
Jobanson. Their indignation would be more effective if 
directed against thoso who are responsible for sending out, 
where they are not wanted, enthusiastic young men, and 
often young women, without previous training, and without 
the smallest acquaintance with the Chinese laoguag9 or 
Chinese prejudices. The Straits Settlements Advertiser says 
“ most of the Scandinavian missionaries have no knowledge 
of any language but their own.”

The Hungarian clericals have shrieked and protested 
vehemently against the new Marriage Law3, which make 
all marriages civil and dissoluble by lay courts of justice. 
But even in Hungary the time is over when spiritual threats 
are of avail against the secular spiiit.

“ God is the same as bogie, and closely allied to humb ig.” 
This is not the assertion of an Atheist lecturer, but of an 
antiquarian philologist, who traces the Saxon name of God 
and goat both to the Slavonic name for Dsity, which ¡3 Bog. 
Goat, he says, in this following Dr. W. Ball, is tho translation 
of tho Slavonic word Bog, which is preserved in the boy’s 
game of "B ack, Back, how many horns do I hold up?” 
Bog was a deity, like Pan, with horns and hoofs. Puck, the 
sprite, he supposes to be a relation of the suss family with 
bugs, bugbears, bogles and bogies, lie  flats the name 
extended from Bokkara to Buckingham. Bat philologists aro 
apt to wander wide in their search for resemblances.

The disastrous floods in Galicia have been followed by 
others even more serious in Hungary. At Eperies thirty 
houses were swept away and twenty persons lost their lives. 
Railway bridges have been swept away and harvest fields lie 
under water. Destructive floods, doing immense damage to 
the indigo crop, are also reported from India. Meanwhile 
other countries are suffering from drought and reporting 
deaths from sunstroke. He doeth all things well.

What a blessed thing is religion. We read that at a groat 
Mohammedan festival of the martyrs Hassan and Hussein, at 
Tiflis, the celebrants slashed and wounded themselves an 1 
each other in so frightful a manner that several of them now 
lie in a precarious condition. At the same tims we read that 
at Bombay, when the day of prayer comes round, tho autho
rities have to take extra precautions to prevent any renewal 
of the riots.

Italian and French priests have been having, a race to see 
which should first to erect an altar on the top of Mont Blanc. 
The Italians forestalled the French priests, and celebrated 
mass up there last week. God did not show himself in 
thunder and lightnings, as on Mount Sinai, or in lire, as on 
Mount Carmel.

The Progressive Thinker, a Spiritist paper of Chicago, says 
the Bible miracles have not a thousandth part of the evidence 
that can be brought for those of spiritualism. The P. T. 
forgels that it is antiquity which gives flavor to the incredible. 
An important condition of all miracles is that they should 
have taken placo a long way off and a good while ago.

Commercial failures have been pretty common of late all 
over the "civ ilised”  world. Over in Victoria the share
holders in companies are said to bo praying in this wise:— 
"  Give us this year our annual dividends, and forgive us our 
ca'ls. Lead us not into reconstruction, but deliver U3 from 
liquidation, for ever and ever. Amen 1”

Harper and Co., of Christchurch, New Holland, recently 
wont bankrupt for £300,000. Their assets will realiso about 
u shilling in the pound. A great deal of the ciplt.O
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squandered was trust money. Leonard and George Harper 
are the sons of a retired bishop, and they enjoyed a great 
reputation for piety.

Moody the Evangelist— so the story goes— was at Rome, 
and was accosted by a sturdy native, apparently in relation 
to the great thirst question. “  Tell him I am a teetotaler,”  
said Moody to the guide. The peasant smiled blandly but 
doubtfully. “  Tell him it’s true,”  said Moody. The peasant 
pulled half a loaf out of his pocket, and talked rapidly in 
Italian, laughing heartily at the finish, as he pointed to the 
Evangelist’s portly figure. “  He says,”  the guide interpreted, 
“  that you may be a teetotaler in drinking, but you are not a 
teetotaler in eating.”

The sky-pilots are growing very wary. Six weeks or so 
ago they began to pray for rain, but as soon as they saw the 
weather was obstinate they dropped the game altogether. 
A ll they do now— besides mopping their faces like the rest 
of us— is to look deep, and protest that Providence has a 
special reason for giving us this little foretaste of Hades. 
What the special reason is we shall probably find out during 
the next ivet summer.

The old story of Joseph and Mrs. Potiphar appears to have 
been re-enacted in the case of the Rev. Joseph Wilson, curate, 
and Mary St. Leger, the wife of Rupert St. Leger, vicar of 
Ridgewell, Essex. The wife of the man of God had the child 
of God arrested for indecent assault, but he went into the 
witness-box and swore that the lady invited him to her bed
room, and the case was dismissed.

The Rev. Dawson Burns, of Liberator fame, was present at 
a Rechabite demonstration at Norwich. In his sermon to 
these teetotallers with the antique name, he spoke of “ the 
powerful effect of good influonce.”  This is most excellent. 
It shows that the Rev. Dawson Burns retains his fine supply 
of what Oobbett used to call “  face.”  None of the Liberator 
people were deficient in that quality.

Ernest Clark, the young man who shot himself dead at 
Liverpool-street Station, left a letter for the world, which 
was printed in the Chronicle. Before taking his life he had 
ppent a capital holiday in the country, and amongst the 
authors he had been reading was George Meredith. It is a 
great pity he did not imbibe a little of George Meredith’s 
philosophy. Had he done so, he would have seen that there 
was something to live for, if a man will only trample on his 
egotism and share the fate of his fellows, while helping to 
improve it.

Theological thimblerigging is the order of the day. Even 
a comparatively orthodox paper like the Christian Common
wealth is going in for it. “  We do not even claim at present,”  
it says, “  that all the Bible is the Word of God ; we aro quite 
willing to say that it contains the Word of God.”  The “  at 
present ”  is good. It leaves the door open for future 
possibilities. But our contemporary must be very sanguine 
if it fancies there is a ghost of a chance of recurring to the 
old doctrine of plenary inspiration. Nor does it display 
much knowledge of the problem in chuckling over the 
disagreements of the “  Higher Critics.”  To cry out that 
Kuenen says this, and Wellhausen that, and Driver something 
else, is only uttering stuff for the groundlings. These critics 
don’ t pretend to be inspired, for one thing ; and, for another 
thing, it is easier to detect an ancient forgery than to show 
exactly how it was perpetrated, for the forgers are all dead 
and cannot be cross examined.

By the way, we observe that the Christian Commonwealth 
describes Cardinal Vaughan’s dedication of England to 
8t. Peter as "  so much buffoonery.”  We are far from 
quarreling with this description ; but how our pious contem
porary would prick up its ears— and they are noticeable 
appendages— if we were to apply the term “  buffoonery ”  to 
the antics of Protestantism.

The Rev. Mr. Hiley has left a chapel at Dalston for another 
at Broadmead, Bristol. He has also left £500 a year for 
£800 a year. Some of the newspapers have drawn attention 
to this financial fact, but a Christian journal regards this as 
mean, and says that “  Mr. Hiley is worthy of any remunera
tion he may get.”  This is a good business view of the

matter, but how does it square with the text “  Blessed be 
ye poor ”  ?

“  Why,”  asks the Methodist Times, “  do the Churches 
leave the earnest advocacy of peace to Socialists ?”  Why, 
indeed ? But it would b9 just, if not prudent, to include 
Secularists. During the Egyptian trouble, years ago, it was 
Charles Bradlaugh, the Atheist, who convened a mass meeting 
in Hyde Park on behalf of peace ; and it was Christian roughs 
who assaulted him, and almost took his life. Of course the 
Churches were all mum. Never until the eleventh hour do 
they come to the assistance of any righteous cause.

In A. H. A . Hamilton’s Quarter Sessions from Queen Eliza
beth to Queen Anne is recorded (p. 308) that “  Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego were quoted by George Fox as 
example, having worn their hats when they were cast into the 
burning fiery furnace.”  Here is a tip for Samuel Fox when 
he is next run in.

At length the meaning of the conclave of Benedictine 
abbots at Rome last April, under the presidency of Cardinal 
Dusmet, has oozed out. The Tablet publishes a decree by his 
Infallible Holiness Joachim Pecci, declaring that the Benedic
tines are henceforward to have an Abbot Primate, who at the 
same time must be Abbot of the New Pontifical College of 
St. Anselm at Rome. The Abbot Primate’s term of office is 
to be for twelve year?, but the Pope chooses the first for as 
long as he likes. He has nominated his beloved son the 
Right Rev. Hildebrand de Hemptinne, who designed the new 
Pontifical College, first Abbot Primate. The Tablet— i.e„ 
Cardinal Vaughan— says “  This important step cannot fail to 
have far-reaching lesults.”  Just so. The effect, it says, will 
be to “ bring the whole order more into touch with the Holy 
See, and to make it a more effective instrument for the pro
motion of ecclesiastical interests." Precisely. These black 
monks havo wrought largely in Church interests in the past, 
and hope to do so in the future ; but human interests are a 
very different matter.

It appears from the report of the Salvation Army Bank, 
that its liabilities on deposit are, in round numbers, 
£62,000. On the other side aro some curious figures. “  At 
Bank of England and elsewhere, £10,000,”  and “  invested in 
Government and other securities, including mortgages on 
property, £53,000.”  In view of falling values in land, to 
class mortgages with Government securities is almost as 
absurd as the statement that cash is at the Bank of England 
and elsewhers. Are tho mortgages on 8. A. birracks and 
other such property ? The Guarantee Fund for insuring the 
Bank against contingencies is only £253 10?. 51.

“  Christ is the solution of all problems,”  says Mr. Hughes s 
journal. But Christ himself is a problem ; certainly the 
Christ of the gospels is not a real person. And how one 
problem can be the solution of other problems, is itself a 
problem, which cannot be solved, nor even understood.

Tho religious papers gravely announce that his grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has kindly placed his grounds, at 
Lambeth Palace, for the purpose of a Donkey Show on 
Monday, Sept. 4. It is only fitting that the herd of tho 
Church should encourage the breed.

SH ILLIN G  MONTII.

RECEIVED.
[ When no figures follow the name the amount is Is.] 

Liverpool Branch : Rosonfeld 2s., Ross, Roberts, Cheshire, 
Gilbert, W. Ross, Cummins. T. ltoo, J. Marshall, W. I*- 
Jovons 3s.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Got your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Got your newsagent to tako a fow copios of tho Frecthinkfr

and try to soil them, guaranteeing to take tho t i l » 08 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and eirculate it among y°°
acquaintances. .

(♦) Display ,oi get displayed, one of our oontonts-sheots, wni 
aro of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. F<>rl 0 
will sond thorn on application. .

(5) Loavoa copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the tr»1 ’ 
tho car, or the omnibus.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS,

Sunday, August 27, Oddfollows’ Hall, St. Anne-streot, Liver
pool:— 11, “  The Book of God 3, “ A Search for tho Soul” ;
V, “ The Daybreak cf Humanity.”

September3, Douglas Head, Isle of Man; 10, Glasgow; 11 
and 12, Dundee ; 17 and 24, Hall of Science, Loudon.

October 1 and 8, Hall of Science.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. X,—Wellhausen’s is a groat name in Biblical Criticism, and 
has frequently been referred to in our columns. It seems 
Kiipeifluous to give “ authorities”  for standard Christian 
doctrines.

A. J. Page is highly pleased with our Summer Number, and 
approves of tho change in tho price of tho Freethinker.

IV. Callow informs us that the Freethinkers in Victoria Park 
have helped C. Elflein with money on four occasions. 
Twelve months ago he actually wrote to the Bethnal Green 
Branch asking for the sum of Bl2 !! 

h. N. Brown.—Wo don’t know whether we havo got j ’our 
initials right. Is the subscription for the Shilling Month ? 
Pleased to havo your high opinion of our editorial articles. 
Wo always aim at being clear and vivid; fit words are 
hotter than fine ones. Mr. Calvert shall be informed of your 
admiration for his cartoons, especially the last.

B. Crook.—See “ Sugar Plums.” We shall be delighted to 
deliver a Freethought lecture at Oxford, if only a few of tho 
local Freethinkers will get together and make the necessary 
arrangements. It might load to tho formation of an Oxford 
Branch.

*h Routii (Hawes).—(1) Pleased to bear that your sale of the 
Summer Number has been doublo that of the ordinary 
number. This is not tho general rule. Up to the present, 
we calculate that two out of every three of our readers havo 
purchased tho Summer Number. (2) Abraham Lincoln 
appears to havo been a Freethinker, and Ingersoll is justified 
(wo think) iu calling him so. Mr. ltomsburg has just for
warded us from America a copy of his book entitled Abraham 
Lincoln: Was He a Christian? Wo shall givo a full account 
of his book shortly. Meanwhile wo may say that it contains 
the testimony of a great many persons, including Mrs. 
Lincoln, to the fact of the great President’s heresy.

"• W. Simms (Christchurch).—Very pleased to hear from you. 
Thanks for the batch of cuttings.
Holland.—Shall have attention as Roon as possible.

A. is thanked for taking an extra copy of tho Freethinker 
Weekly, and circulating it. He has sent a copy, from time 
to time, to all the Church and Dissenting ministeis in the 
Bristol directory— 378 in all.

'V. R. Stanskll (Sunderland).— Wo havo previously declined 
to publish communications from N.S.S. Branches to the 
Exccutivo before tlioy bavo Touched their propor destination. 
IVhen tho Executive has received your communication and 
considered it, the mattor will doubtless appear in the monthly 
report which will be sent to tho Freethinker by the secre
tary. Wo hope you will seo, on reflection, that this is tho 
r'ght policy for us to pursuo; if you do not, wo must still 
act on our own senso of duty.
Standiiino.—Such a matter should bo dealt with, if at all, 

,, hy the Executive.
Btiiicus.—I t is too late in tho day for a sonnet on Charles 

Btadlaugh’s death. With respect to space in tho Freethinker 
for d iecussion on special topics, wo may say that wo are 
f‘ lways ready to insert a woll-writton letter; but “  heaven 
defend u s” from an indiscriminate correspondence on 
’ 'hurch Litoraturo when Professor Johnson and Mr. Wheeler 
havo finished. IIow many persons havo enough informa- 
Hon on this subject to givo their opinions tho slightest

rn V,alu° ?
j • IV. Phillips .— Seo “  Acid Drops.”

•Forrest.—See “ Sugar Plums.” Sorry to hear you are so 
hadly situated for halls at Newcastle. Mr. Foote has written 
y(|U. Despite tho heavy rent of tho Circus (£8 10s ), ho will 
*ako it at his own risk for a Sunday in Octobor or November, 
sooner than seo Newcastle neglected.

Secular Fkdkbation.—J. If. Summerfiold, 01 Grovc- 
IJh'eot, Nowcastle-on-Tyno (treasurer) acknowledges :—Mr. 

ly oreman, 5s.; J. H. S., 7s.
• ouvnham.— It is not customary to discuss reviews. Why 

rp ’Jet read Mr. Edwards’s book for yourself ?
• ^ttini.TON (Ilanloy).— Shall bo glad to seo you at Douglas 

ly°" Sept. 3.
• r>i:HTjiAM.—Tho “  Supprossod Poem, by ltobort Burns ” 
tas frcquoutly been printed. It does not seem to us to bear

p aA'y hiarks of his genius.
If TcUahd.—See “  Acid Drops.”

• Brosser Chanter, who is known to Surrey and Ports
mouth Freethinkers, has removed to 4 1 Claughton-strcet, 
?.'• HolonV. Liverpool. Mr. Chanter finds tho Liverpool

ranch is doing “  a splondid work.” Ho will bo at tho Islo 
1 Man on Sept. 3.

E. S.— (1) Tho infinite divisibility of matter is only a meta
physical notion, and can bo disproved by d priori logic. (2) 
To say that there cannot bo succession without a beginning, 
is to beg the question. Can anyone imagine a beginning of 
succession ? Why was there no succession before ? (3) Wo
do not know of a single Temperance Society that would 
admit an Atheist. (4) We may tako your suggestion of a 
series of papers on the Resurrection.

J. R. R o b s o n .—See paragraph.
N.S.S. Benevolent Fund.—Miss Vanco acknowledges : R. T. 

Nichols, £1 Is.; Heckmondwike Branch 5s.; parcels of 
clothing from Mr. and Mrs. Samson and an anonymous 
friend.

W. Dickinson.— Glad to bear you aro pleased with the Summer 
Number “ as a whole.” You cannot expect to be equally 
satisfied with every item.

John Skinner.—We should have inserted your letter had we 
not printed one from Samuel Fox himself.

G. Grove.—We agree with most of your lettor.
W. B. Jevons writes—“  You have done quite right in raising 

the price of the Freethinker. I consider it cheap at two
pence. Personally, I appreciate your good work immonsely, 
and trust you may have health and strength to carry it on.”

T. Dunbar.—We do not know the price. The publisher’s 
name and address were given in our review.

E. J. Hart.— Shall appear. We note what you say—“  I am 
very pleased that you have raised tho price of the paper to 
twopence; it is certainly worth it, and I am suro it is quite 
time you stopped giving it away.”

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund— Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
— Western Figaro — Liberator—Libortv—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritsnkaron—La Raison— 
Lucifer—Secular Thought—Indepei dent Pulpit—T ab let- 
Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—De Dageraad— 
La Ycrito Pbilosoplilque—Ironclad Age— Post— Newcastle 
Evening Chronicle—Reading Observer—Morning Leader— 
Straits Settlements Advertiser.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor. 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription ‘expires.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:— One 
Year, 10s. 6d .; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every 
succeeding ton words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— 
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Foote lectures three times to-day (Aug. 27) in the Odd

fellows’ Hall, Liverpool. This may be the last opportunity the 
Liverpool friends may have for some time of hearing special 
Freethought lectures. We regret to say that the local 
champions of Christianity, finding that they cannot put down 
“  infidelity ”  by argument, have worked upon the orthodox 
bigotry of a section of the Oddfellows, and the result is that 
the Liverpool Branch of the N.S.8. has had notice that the 
hall will no longer be available for its lectures. We have 
known of this paltry intrigue for many months, but we kept 
silence in order not to precipitate the catastrophe. Silence, 
however, is not necessary now ; and we hold up the conduct 
of these Christian Evidencers to public opprobrium. At the 
same time, we must express our profound regret that the 
more tolerant section of the Oddfellows have allowed them
selves to be overborne by the more bigoted section, whose 
fanaticism has been inflamed by the venom of these special 
champions of the meek and lowly Jesus.

On the following Sunday (Sept 3) Mr. Foote will be at the 
Isle of Man, and during the afternoon he will exercise the 
same right as the Bishop of the diocese, and address an open- 
air meeting on Douglas Head. It will be a great novelty, and 
local bigotry may resent it, which is one good reason why the 
lecture should be delivered. Some of our readers tell us 
they will be there on the occasion, having timed their holiday 
for tho purpose. Should there be any disorder, wo beg them 
to do nothiog more than deprecate any interruption around 
them, and leava all the rest to Mr. Fco'e.
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On the next Sunday (Sept. 10) Mr. Foote will open the 
lecture session of the Glasgow Branch, with three discourses 
in the Brunswick-street Hall. On the Monday and Tuesday 
he will lecture at Dundee, where the N.S S. Branch has just 
been reformed with a considerable number of members. In 
order to get at the people more effectively. Mr. Foote has 
arranged to have a part of the hall thrown open free. As he 
takes the risk of the experiment, and will probably get 
nothing himself, it will be seen that he is keeping the promise 
he made on raising the ptico of the Freethinker.

Returning to London from Dundee, Mr. Foote will begin 
the new experiment at the London Hall of Science. He will 
occupy the platform there on four successive Sundays, from 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 8, giving his lectures gratuitously. The 
usual charge will be made for certain seats, but all the rest 
of the hall will be free. Our London friends should advertise 
this experiment among the people they meet with, and help 
the management to crowd the building on Sept. 17. We 
may add that Mr. Foote is preparing a special course of 
lectures for the occasion.

Last year’s excursion of the London Secular Federation was 
spoiled by rain, and on a wet Sunday it is hard to imagine a 
more dismal place than Worthing, This year’s excursion, 
which took place on Sunday, was favored with beautiful 
weather, and the hundreds who went to Brighton by special 
train could not have had better conditions for a delightful 
day. A fine breeze cooled the air, and it was glorious to see 
the sunlight on the tumbling waves. In future the Federa
tion will do well to avoid July, which ir the rainiest of the 
summer months. August or even September is far preferable.

At Brighton we met for the first time for a loDg while 
Mr. J. P. Adams, who wrote in the Rtasontr as far back as 
1S4G. Mr. Adams is now well up in years, but he retains his 
interest in the cause, as his presence at the Federation 
excursion testifies, and hi3 mind is full of reminiscences of 
past struggles in tho good old cause.

Mr. A. B. Moss had a very fair audience at the London 
Hall of Science on Sunday evening, and his lecture gave 
great satisfaction. This evening (Aug. 27) the platform is ta 
be occupied by Mr. George Standring, who will discourse on 
“  The Parsons and the London 8chool Board.”  We hope 
there will be a good meeting. Oar readers know that Mr. 
Standring is a humorist, and those who attend hi3 lecture 
will be amply compensated for their trouble.

James Thomson ( “  B .V .") will yet have his day of 
quotation as a standard poet. It was pleasant to find his 
beautiful and powerful “ By tho Sea”  reproduced in the 
London Echo the other evening. Appearing so seasonably, 
it must have a* traded the attention of some readers who are 
able to appreciate such lovely verses.

Morley College, Waterloo-road, London, has a magazine 
published in connexion with it, a recent number of which 
contains the report of a paper read by Mr. Joseph Clough 
befoio the Debating Club. Speaking of George the Third's 
attempt to oppress North America, the writer rejoices that he 
was defeated, “ Thanks to the able pens of Thomas Paine and 
Benjamin Franklin, and the sword of George Washington. 
It is good to see that Thomas Paine is now being spoken of 
respectfully in circles where he was once treated with 
insolence and contumely'.

Sunday Music has scored a point at Diver, and the Lord's 
Day Observance Association has received a nast.y slap in the 
face. Handbills were circulated last Sunday, even at church 
doors, announcing that the band would play on the pier but 
no money would be taken. The bandsmen even had tickets, 
and although they were stopped at the entrance they were 
allowed to proceed. They played what is called sacred 
music to a very large audience. An attempt was made to 
stop the performance, but it failed as public sympathy was 
strongly in favor of the band. At It imsgate, too. we notico 
that the Granville Hotel band is allowed to play sacred 
music in tho East Cliff gardens on Sunday evenings, though 
only a Bbort time ago the local authorities refused to alloff 
any Sunday band whatever.

In the Open Court Mr. Moncure D. Conway is giving # 
series of articles on William Johnson Fox and the movement 
which led up to South Place Institute. Another writer. Mis* 
Maiie Snell, undertakes to answer tho question, “  Why 
Call God Ho.”  It is a delightful bit of nonsense, Tiio lady 
says that though God is sexless, yet iu a certain senro 
bi-sexnal, and all his creative activity constitutes a true 
Maternity, yet He is the only pronoun which tits, because 
God is “  the Lover, the Bridegroom of tho Soul.”  Evidently 
God is masculine because Miss Snell is feminine.

There is to be a Woman’s Day at the International Free- 
thought Congress at Chicago, when the relation of womoa to 
Freethought will be discussed by members of the fair sox.

Our readers will find in another column a letter from 
Samuel Fox, the Quaker, who got into trouble by keeping 
his bat on in St. Paul’s Cathedral. Though we do not quite 
agree with Mr. Fox, we cheerfully give him space for an 
explanation. Quakers have done a great deal of good in 
their time, and we should be sorry to assume an unnecessarily 
hostile attitude to aDy member of their body.

One of our readers is surprised to find a newsagent brave 
enough to display the Freethinker contents-sheet at Oxford. 
His address is, Mr. Volcers, Sr. Clement's. Our correspondent 
asked him how he came to sell the paper. The reply was 
that a University man paid for two shillings’ worth every 
week on condition of a fair display being made, and a good 
many more than that are sold now.

Tho following resolution has been passed by the Jarrow 
Branch :— “  That this meeting desires to place on record its 
high appreciation of the gentlemanly conduct and intellectual 
ability displayed by Mr. Charles Watts during the recent 
debate in Jarrow, and while rejoicing that the debate has 
taken place, believing the cause of Freethoaght has been 
advanced tbeiebv, we cannot but regret (after witnessing the 
conduct of Mr. Watts's opponent during the debate) that Mr. 
Watts should have been humiliated by having had to meet a 
person of the low, mental, and moral capacity of James 
Marchant.”

The Newcastle Branch is arranging for a Debating Class 
and a 8mokiDg Concert to be held monthly at Yeilder’s 
Ca'e, New Bridge-street. The first Smokmg Conceit will be : 
held on the first Wednesday in September, and the Debating . 
Clsgg will meet for the liiat time a fortnight laten The hour j 
for both is 7 30 p ns, Tyng.iders please note!

Fritankaren gives its readers a reproduction of our illus
tration “  God ¡3 Love,”  supplementing it with a number of 
Bible texts bearing on tho subject. We notice there is to be 
an important Frtethought demonstration at Stockholm on 
Sunday, Sept. 3.

Lord Coleridge presided at the trials of Charles Bradlaugh 
and G. W. Foote for “ blasphemy”  ten years ago, and hi* 
lofty, impartial bearing were worthy of tho best traditions of 
the Eogiish bench. We were particularly struck by hi® 
stately manners. Never shall we iorget tho tremendous 
dignity with which he half rose with uplifted hand to stop 
the applauie when Charles Bradlaugh was acquitted. “  This 
is not a theatre,”  said his lordship, as the applause was sud
denly dircontiriu9d. We see that Lord Coleridge has just 
been lebuking applause in his court at Leeds, and a young 
fellow, whose mouth was open too widely, was sentenced to 
forty-eight hours’ imprisonment on the spot for contempt oj 
court. At the close of the case, however, his lordship ha“ 
the young fellow brought before him, and said he was perbap® 
wrong in not making allowance when better educated peopl® 
set such a had example. The young fellow was then set at 
liberty, and the next morning ho was summoned to the juJg® 8 
lodgings. Lord Coleridge was too ill to teo him, but sent 
him a kindly message by Lady Coleridge, with a b»*f 
sovereign. It is a pretty story, and dees his lordship honor. 
All men are liable to give way to their indignation, or to he 
victims of a momentaiy attack of “ nerves” ; it is only tb® 
true gentleman who confesses his error and makes amends.

Mr.There has been an unforeseen delay in publishing ’ 
Foote’s nrw brochure, Witt Christ Save Us ? It will not 
ready till next week, when the orders received will 
executed. Wo state this to prevent those who have order* 
copies front wondering at tl.» delay.
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TIIE LORD’S WORK IN INDIA.

Tiih good people in England and Amorica, who “  livo at liomo 
uteaso” and secure their passages to the New Jerusalem by 
subscribing liberally towards tho cost of spreading Christianity 
Iu heathen lands, will no doubt bo pleased to learn, from one 
Jl'tite unconnected with mission work in India, bow tho gospel 
outness is carried on in this country.

Every shade of Christianity is represented here, and tho 
competition among the various sects is keen and very refrcsli- 
>"g. To ono “  without the pale ” it affords considerable amuse
ment to watch tho progress of the work and note “  how these , 
Christians luvo one another ” when brought face to face in tho j 
Lord’s vineyard. To see a missionary of tho Church of England ; 
ond an American Methodist parson smile and shako tho hand | 
of brotherhood in tho “  field ” is ono of the loveliest sights of | 
‘he East. There aro many honest, disinterested workers • 
among these missionaries, who havo left comfortable homes in ! 
England and come out to this country on a bare pittance, or 
" ’ho possess independent moans and make free use of their 
money hero with tho full knowledge that they havo left starving 
thousands of their own countrymen behind them. Theso are 
the fanatics, who aro only partially affected by tho present 
article.

The Erst thing a missionary docs on reaching his station in 
India is to provide himself with a comfortable and well- 
furnished residence and a complete set of servants. Tho latter 
are invariably selected from among tho benighted heathen, the 
Christian menials being generally dishonest and too prouo to 
lako advantage of their position as brothers in Christ. Tho 
’mxt thing is to invest in a Cart and horse, if a pony carriage 
18 too much at first. The missionary then makes his usual 
rtumd of calls. Ho visits and introduces himself to the prin- 
mpal civil and military officers of the station, and to tho non
officials who aro known to bo in society, and who possess a fair 
share of tho good things of this world. Tho labt duly is to 
v,sit his poor European and native parishioners.

Tho missionary in India “  moves in society,”  attends tennis 
Parties, plays cricket, goes in for bicycle racing, shooting, and 
hshing ; knows what it is to keep a good table; sometimes does 
“ little something in tho way of money-lending, liko a pious 
clerical friend of mine at Lucknow; and wishes tho world to 
know generally that ho is not eucIi a bad fellow after all. 
Eeing in society, he is permitted to attend Viceregal levd s, 
gubernatorial durbars, and other State functions to which only 
tho elite are admitted. lie is also very successful in swelling 
tho census statistics in his own family at tho expense of 
mission funds, which very considerately make duo provision 
for all the olive branches. Tho lady missionary, as sho loves

call herself, is ono who, failing to find herself a husband at 
home, receives a “ call,” and comes out to this country at tho 
l'x|«nso of somo mission,and “  devotes her life ”  to tho task of 
ootivcrling tho female members of tho groat heathen family. 
I' must, not, howovor, bo imagined that sho has abandoned all 
"leas of matrimony. Tho call only lasts while tho sititor is 
" ’anting. Bless you ! I havo known ono of Ihcso dear creatures 
1,1 marry an infidel. Theso lady missionaries also “  move in 
fcciety,”  and are on very friendly terms with tho malo mis— 
penuries, particularly tho unmarried ones, with whom they 
hequently rnato. It does not take them long to learn tho 
"leaning of the word “  caste ” as used in society, and they are 
¡hen riot slow to resent any familiarity rn tho part of those 
j“dy missionaries, many of them of mixed parentage, who havo 
h?tn unfortunate enough to bo born and bred in this country, 
!,||d who havo also taken to religion in consequeuco of tho 
"verstockcd condition of tho matrimonial market.

The printed reports of missionary work in India, which aro 
l>" widely circulated in England and America, and which aro 
Jho means of bringing grist to tho mill, aro too highly flavored 
" f  digestion here, and it ought to bo permissible to say soine- 
"tig on tho other side occasionally. For instance, tho good 

People in America who send out Mothodist Episcopal mis- 
Hl<>tiatics to this country, and who pay married men at a higher 
Juto in consideration of tho woik done by their wives among 

10 "'omen of heathendom, ought to bo told that tho higher 
ate is very seldom earned. 1 havo read in a recent repoit 
tow somo of thceo ladiep, tho wives of missionaries, have,
“  Ugh burdened with domestic cares, visited quilo a number 
‘ neathen habitations in cold and heat, sunshino and rain, 

a"d street eded in lending many souls to tho Lord. The people 
,vho read theso reports in America are no doubt under the 
"M'ression tnat tho wives of their missionaries may bo seen, 

.' "'ing the terrible heat which prevails in India from about 
io beginning of May to tho end of September, moving about
tho lanes and back-slums of ortr cities and villages, preaeh- 

"k tho gospel of glad tidings and breathing comfort and con- 
jdation irt tho sweltering boat to tho poor heathen around 
‘cm. This is tho ideal. Tho real is that theso lady mis- 

’ onariop, as soon as tho weather becomos uncomfortably warm, 
ji'd that there is work of a very urgent nature for them in tho 
u"Hi’s vineyard in tho cool shades of iho Himalayas ; and only 

K"iall percentage of them bravo it out in tho plains. At, tho
rricB’i ,eBent moment 1 can name alleasi livo Methodist missionswiv,,ve who are supposed to be woiking in tho plains, but who 

r" spending tho summer ut fiiml.q Muesooris or Naiiii Tab

This is a little item which does not appear in tho annual printed 
reports, and it is as well that tho Methodist Episcopalians in 
America should know it.

And now for tho real gospol business— tho conversion of the 
heathen. This is usually done through street preaching and 
village itinerations by native workers. Tho European mis
sionaries as a rule do not go in for much of this sort of work. 
Tho valuo of the native preacher’s services is gauged by tho 
number of candidates that he can manage to secure for baptism. 
These native workers are invariably men whom Christianity 
has raised from the position of hard-working, ill-clad, and ill- 
fed laborers on threepence a day to that of deputy shepherds 
on two pounds a month,and this is tho native worker’sstrongest 
point in argument with the benighted heathen. “  Look at me,” 
lie says ; “  what was I before Christianity rescued me from tho 
darkness and ignorance of heathenism? A poor laborer, with 
hardly enough to eat and less to put on ; and now, thank tho 
Lord 1 you see mo as I am.”  This simple w’ay of putting it is 
too much for the scavengers and chamdrs, or leather-workers 
— the scum of tho population of an Indian city—who are 
always in tho majority at these street gatherings; and, of 
course, “  the harvest is groat.”  You people in England do not 
seem to believe the stories you hear of whole villages being 
converted and hundreds of pooplo being gathered into the fold, 
and I am hardly surprised at it. Tho Salvation Army has cer
tainly exoeuted somo very successful “ bombardments,”  but 
thero is littlo doubt that the picture has been overdrawn ; at 
least I havo hoard of no such performances, with such results, 
by tho Salvation or any other Army this side of the country. 
It is true, however, that tho number of persons subjected to 
baptism is sometimes very large. I have myself been present 
at a function where between forty and fifty adult persons wero 
brought to the foot of the cross and baptised in due and ancient 
form. Tho statistics, if wo exclude tho S dvation Army exag
gerations, aro fairly correct, and if you aro also hankering aftor 
figures, and will send rue over a few thousand pounds—say 
about fifty— I will guarantee not only to work up to tho figuro 
of merit attained by tho Christian missionaries, but to win over 
to Freethought a large number of native Christians, late of tho 
lower castes, who.-o change of religion has not benefited them 
pecuniarily to tho extent that they had anticipated or were led 
to expect.

It is in regard to tho value of theso so-called conversions 
that tho mission reports do not givo anything like truthful 
information. Ono incident alone will suflico to show how much 
Christianity theso native Christians really imbibe. A couple 
of years ago I received an official visit from a reverend gentle
man who had got into a scrapo through using indiscreet lan- 
guigo during an open-air gospel-grinding performance. He 
was ac companied by ono of ins catechists, who had been seven 
years in the mission, and who was then in tho running for holy 
order?, IIo was a fine-conditioned, well-dressed, intelligent 
native, who had forsaken father, mother, brother, sistor and 
wife, as also tho occupation of a skinner of dead and slaugh
tered animals, and taken unto himself tho Bible and a new wife 
from among tho daughters of Zion. At tho close of our 
business interview tho worthy missionary took mo to task for 
my well-known antipathy for mission work in India, savo in 
tho medical and educational branches. He found in me a most 
willing subject for clerical assault. Tho conversation oven- 
tu»lly turned on tho genuineness of tho conversions, and ho 
challenged mo to prove that native Christians as a rulo do not 
know what Christianity realiy means. I was fortunate enough 
to find material at hand which more than answored my purpose. 
I culled up tho reverend gentleman’d catechist and put to him 
tho apparently simple question “ Who is God?” With truly 
oriental flattery this seven-year Christian anil would-bo shep
herd of future flocks mutt ly pointed to his reverend benefactor ! 
That, was tho only God lie knew— tho God who, with tho 
assistance of mission funds, had rescued him from the miser
able occupation of a flavor of carcases and put him on £2 a 
month with nothing but talking to do.

I do not think you know what plural baptisms are. I will 
tell you. Tho approaching visit of a big bug of tho clerical 
fraternity is invariably tho signal for much activity on the part 
of tho missionaries in the matter of baptisms. Thero is then 
much streot preaching, with tho view of securing candidates, 
and all baptisms by missionaries aro temporarily interdicted, 
the candidates bong hold over for tho great function which is 
being oiganised in connection with tho approaching “ visita
tion.”  If, on the day fixed for tho public baptism under tho 
presidency of tho premier shepherd, tho number or candidates 
for tho sacrament is not such as to reflect credit on the energy 
of the missionaries, a largo number of thoso who have pre
viously passed through tho ordeal of entering tho f..Id by moans 
of a fow magic words and a liberal sprinkling of water, aro 
induced, at a trifling cost to tho mission of from ono to three
pence a head, lo re-enact tho farco of being admitted into tho 
Church. Theso aro tho plural baptism.-. They wero common 
enough twenty years ago, but are now steadily dying out, being 
only resorted to by ono or two of tho sects. It is very inte
resting to seo tho spiritual happiness on tin; faces of these dear 
creatines ns they linger tho coppers received from mission 
funds and blissfully accept salvation as often aB tlio mis- 
Biofiatiec caro to do!< it out to tlieini I know a tnau who liwil
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received grace in this manner for the ninth time. Ho believed 
ho hold the record.

This most suffice for the present. In a future article I hope 
to deal more fully -with the private lives of soraeof the shining 
lights in our Indian Missions; show how the meek and lowly 
spirit works here ; and exposo the real facts in regard to the 
missionary’s avowed hatred of the mammon of unrighteous
ness. I would only wish to add that I have, for tho past 
quarter of a century, been in constant touch, both officially and 
unofficially, with missionaries and mission work in India; so 
that all my facts have been derived from personal knowledge, 
and are not dependent on hearsay. On tho other hand, it is 
but fair to admit that I am one of those “ miserable infidel 
creatures ” who slipped off tho “ Impregnable Rock of Holy 
Scripture ”  many years ago to bask in the sunshine of intel
lectual freedom. Iscaac Jackson.

MRS. LOUISA SAMSON.

Mns. L ouisa Sam son , whose portrait appears on our front 
page, was born at Reading on April 18, 1864. Her father was 
a captain in the Second Life Guards (Blue), and belonged to a 
family whose unbroken tradition was orthodox and Tory. 
Mrs. Samson is the first Radical and Freethinker that has 
appeared in the whole lineage. Most of her male relatives are 
in tho Church, and, as a child, she herself was nurtured in 
Church of England doctrines. But being unfortunately 
inquisitive, and very delicate, she was naturally inclined to 
reading “ grown up ”  books. At tho ago of fourteen she paid 
a surreptitious visit to the Rev. Rodolph Suffield’s little 
Unitarian Church, and was greatly impressed with a discourse 
on “  Religion and Dogma.”  After this she paid many stolen 
visits to tho place, and at length became a professed Unitarian. 
On coming to London to resido she was for some timo a 
frequenter of Rosslyn Chapel, Hampstead, of which the late 
Dr. Sadler was minister. Having read Theodore Parker, 
Francis Newman, Darwin, and Huxley, she camo to the reading 
of Bucklo, and at last to Paino and Ingersoll. Finally, on the 
invitation of a friend, sho went to hear Charles Bradlaugh. 
It will bo seen, therefore, that Mrs. Samson’s progress towards 
Frcothought was a slow process of reasoning. Sho is not a 
person likely to undergo a sudden conversion. With respoct 
to lior tastes, they loan towards art and literature. After 
leaving school, Mrs. Samson oponed a studio for privato pupils, 
and taught drawing and painting. Subsequently she had a 
few years of “  governessing ”  near Nottingham. During all 
this timo sho was contributing pen and ink sketches and 
occasional articles to various London papers. After coming 
to London, Mrs. Samson was for some timo sub-editor on the 
Liberal and Radical, doing many of tho political skits and 
caricatures. Later she was connected with the Political 
World, for which she did some of tho cartoons. In 1886 eho 
published a volume of essays, which has had a good sale. 
Mrs. Samson is at present working for two well-known London 
papers. She has been an authorised lecturer of tho Women’s 
Liberal Federation, and for some timo she was secretary of tho 
North Hackney Women’s Liberal Association. Ilor resignation 
of this post was necessitated by an increaso of journalistic 
work. Mrs. Samson is also greatly interested in tho Peace 
Movement, and isBtrongly in favor of tho political enfranchise
ment of women. She believes in interesting women in Free- 
thought, as montal indepondonco is tho only effective 
instrument of their social and political emancipation. Sirs. 
Samson’s lecture on “  Why Women should bo Secularists ”  is 
able and forcible, and should bo widely circulated. Although 
of somewhat delicate appearance, Mrs. Samson must possess a 
great deal of nervous energy to get through all tho work she 
lias undertaken. Her voice is clear, penetrating and well 
modulated; she maybe listened to with pleasure as well as 
instruction. Wo hopo sho will still be able, at least occasionally, 
to occupy the Freothought platform. Some aspects of Free- 
thought can bo presented best by women, and it. is well to 
have them presented by one who is a lady— not in tho shallow 
conventional sonso of the term, but in tho highor senso of 
culture, refinement, and that mixture of modosty and dignity 
which it is casior to appreciate than to define.

“ HOW IS I T ? ”
Mr. John Smith, an inhabitant of a certain country villago 

which shall be nameless, is an enthusiastic cricketer, and often 
officiates as umpire at tho local matches. Ouo Sunday evening 
last Bummer an amusing incident occurred at tho parish church. 
Tho vicar was preaching, and not being an eloquent man, and 
tho weather being rather warm, two-thirds of tho congregation, 
including Mr. John Smith, were fast asleep. This annoyed tho 
vicar, who made several attempts to jo u s o  tho guilty ones. 
“  How is it,” said ho in a loud voice, and gazing sternly at tho 
unconscious John, “  that you cannot give mo your attention 
even for one short hour—how is it, I aHk ? ” “  Not out, sir ! ”
roarod our fiiond, and sank back onco more into a montal con
templation of the previous day’s match. Ho has never slept 
in church since.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E .
HAT-WEARING IN CHURCHES.

TO THE EDITOR OP “  THE FREETHINKER.”
I s h o u l d  like to supplement tho remarks of “  A Krank,” with 
most of which I am in hearty accord, in thy last issuo. But 
first let me emphatically deny the report I understand to havo 
been circulated in a previous number, namely, that I paid tho 
fine of forty shillings imposed upon mo. After being relegated 
to the cells, soma members of tho Society of Friends, to which 
I belong, came and paid the fine without my knowledge. My 
imprisonment lasted for ten hours altogether.

On looking back over tho wide field—the continually 
widening field— of the advancement of knowledge, it must 
bo confessed that Freethinkers havo played no insignificant 
part in the intellectual enlightenment of mankind. Perhaps 
they were tho first to openly attack, with an unsparing hand, 
the superstitions of religion. At any rate, thoir uncom
promising attitude has induced many to investigate their 
beliefs with the greatest care, and has kept pushing opon tho 
gates of toleration and inquiry, whoso hinges are mado on tho 
self-closing principle in accordance with the laws of gravitation. 
But wo are now arrived at a period when theoretical know
ledge has far outsped tho practical, whon the knowledge wo 
possess, instead of rendering lifo sweeter, embitters it to us 
by showing us clearly tho chains upon our limbs, and when 
knowledge is no longer power, but weakness and abject fear. 
The reason for this is, to my mind, plain. Freethinking has 
not gone beyond freethinking. It has resisted gravitation or 
custom just sufficient to open the gates of toleration and 
inquiry by a breathing space. It has bargained for fresh air—■ 
not freedom. Inexorable custom—tho ruinous gravitation of 
society—has been compelled to allow free thought, but it still 
denies men tho freedom of action to which thought leads, still 
keeps them in the samo servitude as thoso who do not think 
around them. Of course things must havo timo to dovelop, 
and it is very conceivable that fresh air might bo a preparatory 
stage to freedom. Tho hat-wearing that I and others advocate, 
is a deliberate attempt to go on a stage furthor. Wo are net 
content with freothinking, but domand free action as woll, 
to put our thoughts into a tangible shape, and to actually 
possess tho manly independence we havo so long esteoinod. 
We are told that knowledge is power, and wo find tho laws of 
gravitation declaring: “  It is not tho custom for pooplo to uso 
their knowledge, don’ t you seo ? Therefore you must not 
either, but bo content to bo weak and frightened liko tho 
rest.”  To which wo answer, “ We don’t see it at all. Wo 
don’t know what wo should havo to fear, though religion 
teaches it and many other absurdities. Wo shall use our 
estimablo knowledge, in spite of nil the foolish customs to the 
contrary.”  Tho consequeuco is, that wo fearlossly entor 
public buildings ostensibly orccted for tho propagation of 
truth with our hats on, and don’t romovo them unless wo 
choose. Not having “  swallowed a pokor,” wo don’t choose t° 
conform to a custom dictated and enforced by religious bigots. 
And when wo ask why theso hypocrites should bear sway and 
force us to tako off our hats, wo only got tho misorablo 
subterfuge—it is the custom. Down with such customs I wo 
say, and, putting our sincerity to tho proof, using our thougM, 
wo go and do it. Whereupon there is broach of tho laws of 
gravitation ; there is outrage of custom ; fear tromblos to its 
base; whilst religion and superstition seem roady to sink 
into thoir gravos, long sinco dug for them by Freothought.

Samuel Fox.

WHAT WILL BE LEFT?
But they say to mo, “ If wo lot tho churches go, what w j ' 

bo left?” Tho world will still bo horo. Mon and womon wil* 
be hero. Tho pago of history will bo here. Tho walls of the 
world will bo adorned with art, tho niches rich with sculpturo ; 
music will bo hero, and all thoro is of lifo and joy. And thoro 
will bo homes horo and the (ircsido, and thoro will bo a coni' 
mon hopo without a common fear. Love will bo hero, a,u; 
love is tho only bow on life’s dark cloud. Lovo was tho fir8t 
to dream immortality. Lovo is tho morning and tho oveni»£ 
star. It shines upon tho cradle; it shoda its radiance up0,11 
tho peaceful tomb. Lovo is tho mother of molody, for iniisie 
is its voico. Lovo is tho buildor of ovory homo, tho kindlor 0 
evory tiro upon ovory hoartli. Lovo is tho onchantcr, t” 
magician that changes worthless things to joy, and rnak® 
riglit royal kings and queens of common clay. Lovo is j 
perfume of that wondrous flower, tho heart. Without t*10 
sacred passion, that divine swoon, w'o aro less than boast?» 
and with it earth is heaven, and wo aro gods.— Colonel R- 
Ingersoll.

GOD AND MAN.
I would rather eeo priests in rags than working n)® ' 

I would rather seo the houses of God tumbling down than t  ̂
homes of men. I would ralhor hear thanks to man t*1®) 
prayers to God. If human beings have enough to cat w e ,,®jy 
not worry if tho gods all starve. One dollar spoilt for oart 
happiness is bettor than a thousand dollars spent for hsave 
joys.—L. K. Washburn, “ Helps to Happiness."
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L.8.F. EXCURSION TO BRIGHTON.

The powers above beiDg propitious in tbe matter of weather, 
there was a large muster of saints at London Bridge last 
Sunday, their train being joined at New Cross and East 
Croydon by other contingents. At London-by-Sea they 
enjoyed the breezes until the afternoon, when those who 
Were not only on pleasure bent made their way to the Level, 
where Mr. Fagan had been orating before the time appointed. 
On the appearance of Mr. Foote, specially imported Christian 
champions set up rival meetings, one on either side. One of 
these by woolly wit kept a good sized audience, the other was 
alnaost deserted. The Secular demonstration was in every 
way a success; the force of Freethinkers being far 
too numerous to allow the threatened disturbance. The 
Meeting was presided over by Mr. Foote, and was addressed 
hy Messrs. Forder, 8tandring, and Ward, and was sufficiently 
large to tax the powers of the speakers.

At the invitation of Mr. Tripp, some sixty or so of the 
Brighton Society and excursionists took tea with him at the 
Lagle Hotel, a collection being made for Mr. Potter, a 
freethinker now eighty-five years of age, whose memory goes 
tack to the time of Carlile. At 8 p.m. the friends took train for 
■Condon, with the conviction of having passed a well-spent 
d»y. J. M. W.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[«ottca, of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 7, musical selections- 
Standring, “  The Parsons and the London School Board ” 

Sd., and Is.)
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.15’ 

-fee entertainment. Tuesday at 8.15, social gathering (free) 
Wednesday at 8.15, dramatic club (members wanted). 
IÎ ainberweH—61 New Church-road, 8.E .: 7.30, Touzsau Parris, 

Devil Worship, the Current Religion.”
Open-air  P ropaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, C. J. Hunt, "T ru e Salvation” ; 
A. Johnson, “  Ye Book of Acts.”

T Bethnal Green (opposite St. John’s Church): 11.15, Stanley 
ones will lecture.
Camberwell—Station.road : 11.30, W . Heaford, "Christianity 

‘ the liar of Morality."
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, C. Cohen will lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture. 
Htrsday at 8, C. Cohen will lecture. 

f tinsbury Park (near the band stand): 11.30, C. James, “ Con- 
,, ClUs, Buddha, and C h rist"; 3.30, C. J. Hunt, “ The Book of 
Common Prayer.”
8 Hammersmith (corner of The Grove): Thursday, Aug. 31, at 

J:> Stanley Jones will lecture.
„ /tnnimersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, F. Ilaslam, 

'Hodern Science and Revelation.” 
v Dyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, H. Snell, “ What think 
j^ fC h r is t  ?" j 3.30, a lecture. Wednesday at 8, C. Cohen will

wm’ !*,Urn (com er of Victoria-road, High-road); 6.30, C. J. Hunt 
H lecture.

g 'ambeth—Kennington Green (near the Ycstry H all): 6.30, 
■John, “ .Evolution and Design.”

" Deyton — High-road (near Vicarage-road): 11.30, F. Uaslam, 
ho was Jesus and what did he Teach ?” 

lr f , land Arches (corner of Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, F. 
Will lecture.

v 1 ® End Waste: 11.30, S. II. Alison, “  His Satanic Majesty.’ 
h ,.,.^ ‘ ORton Green: 3,15, G. Standiing, "B ib le  Teaching in 

Q.rd Schools.”
be y,*1 Pimlico P ier: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “  What must I do to

i C e .....red P”
Vi5etlV8 Hark (nearGloucester-gate): 3.30, II. Snell wi 

e c l-o r ia  Park (near the fountain): 11.15, E. Cal
will lecture. 

Calvert will
m re> 3.15, O. Cohen will lecture.

Ww-phamstow — Markhouse-road : 6.30, C. James, “ Dots the 
testament Teach Eternal Torment?”

WaA0(l Green—Jolly Butchers’-h ill: 11.30, A . B. Moss, “ The 
B e r i n g  Jews."

j ■ ■ ■■

5.3q " Queensberry ” R. and A. Club: Saturday, Aug. 26, at 
*0wj 11(1 Sunday at 10 30, at Reader’s Boat-house, Lea Bridge-road, 
then,,/” Monday and Friday at 8, at the “  Central ”  Baths, 

Unwell, swimming.
> Bri,t„, COUNTRY.
Band ^ ‘ ''Shepherd's Hall, Old Market-street: 7, T. Roe, “  The 
„ 0hnu estion”"ikhlev Tm — Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton: 7, 

Bmj “ Pnes, »  How we Got our Bible.’
ectbre~~°t. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 7, W. Hudson will

!'Tlm > ° ° l-O d d fe llo w s ’ Hall, St. Anne-street: G. W. Foote, 11, 
“teak ° f  G od” : 3, “ A  Search for the Soul 7, "T h e  Day- 

Banoi, Humanity.”
^ lS a in,ester N-8-8.» Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
iheaj»v ' ! 6-30,A .B . Wakefield, “ Secularism; is it a Success?’’ 
History ,,at 8i debating circle, Mr. Rogerson, “ The Study of

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clay ton-street: 3, members’ 
monthly meeting.

Sheffield: Members and friends meet at Victoria Station at 
8.30, a m., for excursion to Grimsby and Cleethorpes.

South Shields—Free Library Hall, Ocean-road: J. M. Robert
son, 11, “ The God Hallucination” : 3, “ The Meaning of 
Materialism ” ; 7, “  Concerning Jesus r f Nazareth.”

Bunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, Hall Nichol
son, «  The Exodus from Egypt.”

Open-air Propaganda.
Bradford—Market-ground, Godwin-street: 6.30, H. Smith will 

lecture.
Manchester—Stevenson-square: 3, A. B. Wakefield, “ Some 

Historic Characters who were Not Christians.”
Sunderland—On the Green, at Ryhope: II, Hall Nicholson, 

“ The Established Church and National Progress.”  At 6 ,opposite 
the “  Wheat Sheaf,”  Monkwearmouth, an address

LECTURERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
Stephen H. A lison, Democratic Club, Essex-street, Strand, 

W .C .-A u g. 27, Mile End. Sept. 3, m , Wood Green; 10, m., 
Camberwell; 17, m., Midland Arches; a., Finsbury Park.

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, E. — Aug. 27, m., 
CLrkenwell; a., Victoria Park; e , Edmonton; 30, Hyde Park. 
Sept 3. Reading; 5 and 6, Portsmouth; 10, m., Mile End; a., 
Victoria Park; e., Edmonton; 13, Hyde Park; 17, m., Leyton; 
a., Victoria Park: e., Kilburn : 24, Barnsley. Sep-. 25 to Oct. 31, 
on tour. Nov. 4, South Shields; 5, Blythe.

Stanlet J ones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N .—. 
Aug. 27, Chatham. Sept. 3, m., Mile End; a., Hyde Park; e., 
Hammersmith; 10, m., Wood Green • a., Hyde Park; 17, m., 
Bethnal Green; a , Hyde Park; 24, m., Victoria Park; a , 
Hyde Park.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, Loudon, S.E. 
Aug. 27, m., Wood Green. Sept. 3, m. and e., Camberwell; 17, 
e., Edmonton; 24, m , Westminster; e., Kilburn.

Touzeau Parris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 
London. W.—Aug. 27, Camberwell. Sept. 3, Hall of Science; 
17, Shi ffield. Nov. 26, Ca u her well.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.— Aug. 27, m , Hyde Park; 
a., Regent’s Park. Sept. 3, m., Olerkenwell Green; 10, m., Hyde 
Park; e., Battersea; 17, m., Camberwell; 24, m , Battersea; a., 
Regent’s Park.

Sam Standrino, 16 Gray's Inn-road, E.O.—Aug. 27, a., Stoke 
Newington. Oct. 14 and 15, Salford; 16, Rochdale.

St. John, 8 Norland-road North, Notting Hill, W.—Aug. 27, 
a., Hyde Park; e., Kennington. Sept. 3, in., Victoria Park; e., 
K ilburn; 10, m., Bethnal Green; e., Hammersmith; 17, m., 
Battersea; 24, m., Finsbury Park.

Works by G, W. Foote.
The Grand Old Book. A reply

to the Grand Old Man. An Ex
haustive answer to the Right Hon 
W. E. Gladstone’s “ Impregnable 
Hock of Holy Scripture.” Is. 
Bound in cloth, Is. Gd.

Is Socialism S o u n d ?  Four
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in 
cloth,2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is. 
Superior edition, cloth, Is. 6d. 

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2a. Gd. 
Letter to the Clergy. First

Series. 123pp., Is
A Defence of Free Speech.

Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 
before Lord Coleridge. With a 
Special Preface and many Foot
notes. 4d.

Comic Strmons and other
FANTASIAS. C o n te n t» A Ser
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon 
—A  Sermon on Sin—A Bishop 
in the Workhouse—A Christmas 
Sermon—Christmas Eve in Hea
ven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday 
Diary—The Judge and the Devil 
—Satan and Michael—The First 
Christmas — Adam’s Breeches— 
The Fall of Eve — Joshua at 
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon 
on Judas Iscariot. 8J.

Darwin on God. Gd. Superior 
edition, in cloth, la.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, la. 3d.

Reminiscences of Charles 
Bradlaugh. Gd.

Rome or Atheism—tho Great
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d. 
Interview with the Devil. 2d

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d. 
Atheism and Morality. 2d. 
My Resurrection. A Missing

Chapter from the Goapel of 
Matthew, discovered by G. W. 
Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d. 
Ingersollism Defended agst

Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane? A search

ing inquiry into the mental con
dition of the Prophet of Naza
reth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d. 

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d. 

What Was Christ ? A Reply 
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d. 
Salvation Syrup; or, Light

on Darkest England. A Reply 
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired? A
Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id 

The Dying Atheist. A Story.
id.

The Rev.Hugh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A Lie in 
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A 
Candid Criticism. 2d. 

Secularism and Theosophy.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d. 

The New Cagliostro. An
Open L.tter to Madame Blavat- 
sky. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for 
Royalty. 2d,
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B O O K  C H A T .

From Rockford, Illinois, wo received a revised and enlarged 
edition of a pamphlet entitled Ihe Teachings of Jesus not 
adapted to Modern Civilisation ;  with the true character of 
Mary Magdalene, by George \V. Brown, M.D. Dr. Brown 
holds that no more worthless character has ever boon presented 
for man’s contemplation than the ideal Christian idol. The 
brochure is published at fifteen cents.

*  *  *

Mr. Samuel P. Pulnatn has published in the Truthscelcer 
Library his Pen Pictures of the World’s Fair, which will be of 
interest to all visitors to Chicago, and being illustrated will 
remain an historic monument of the big Columbian show. It 
is published at twenty-five cents.

*  *  *

From 03 Stopes-brow, Lower Parwon,we receive a vigorous 
penny pamphlet entitled Homan Catholicism, the friend of 
Superstition, by John Titherington. This is a satisfactory 
reply to the Rev. Canon Mdglinne, a gentleman who does not 
scruple to call Messrs. Bradlaugh and Fo'ote “ beasts,”  because 
they oppose the claims of his Church. Fifty years ago,

Macaulay wrote that no more effective organism for deceiving 
and oppressing the people was ever deviRed than Catholicism, 
and it is still necessary in the face of Roman pretensions, to 
point out what have been its actual effects. This Mr. 
Titherington does, as well as can be expected, in a sixteen-page 
pamphlet.

* * m
The Guardian (Aug. 1(5), reviewing Dr. Roberts new attempt 

to show that his blessed Savior, like Iludibras, “ could speak 
Greek, As naturally as pigs Fqueak,” remarks, “ All scholars— 
whether Jews, Roman Catholics, or Protestants— agree that 
Christ and the Apostles spoke as their mother tongue, a 
Hebrew dialect; and Dr. Roberts stands alone in maintaining 
liis antiquated opinion." But then Dr. Roberts sees tho 
difficulty of tho question if J. C. spoke in a Hebrew dialect, 
why were not his utterances first issued in tho same language.

u * *
Prof. Johnson is not alono in supposing Latin the original of 

fho New Testament. The learned Jesuit Hardouin, in France, 
the Rev. John Black, in Scotland, and Dr. Molckenbuhr, i '1 
Germany, have all maintained the same thesis, while even 
Tischendorf allowed that the Greek of Codex Bezte was 
founded on tho Latin.

B E A D Y  N E X T  W E E K .

WILL CHRIST SAVE US?
B Y

G. W . F O O T E .
A  thorough Examination of the Claims of Jesus Christ 

to be considered the Savior of the World.

PRIGS SIXPENCE.

R. FonuER, 28 Rtonecnttor-streof, London, E.O.

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.
-----o-----  CS*

The Jewish Life o f Christ Being tho Seplcr Toldoth Jcshu,
or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With on Historical Preface and 
Voluminous Not js by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers, 
6d. Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, Is. (Id.

Crimes o f Christianity. Vol. I. Hundreds o f exact Refer- 
ences to Standard Authorities. No pain? spared to make it a com
plete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity. 
Chapters:— 1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 
3, Monkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 3, Rise of the 
Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of tho Jews ; 9, The 
Crusades. ̂  Cloth gilt, 21Gpp., 23. (Id.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
The Church of England Catechism Examined. By Jerem y 

Benttiam. A trenchant analysis, in Bentham'. best manner, showing 
how the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools, 
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface hy J. M. Wheeler. Is. 

F m  W ill and Necessity. A Bhilonophical Inquiry concern 
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1715. 
Now Teprinted with Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote, and a 
Biographical Introduction hy J. it. Wheeler. Paper covers, Is. ; 
superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in doth, 2s.

The Essence o f  R e lig io n - God tho Im ago o f Man, Man’s 
Dependence upon Nature, the Last and Only Source of Religion. By 
LuJ wig Feuerbach. Is. (

The M ortality o f the Soul. By David ITumo. With an
Introduction by G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
Hume's death. It is not included in the ordinary editions of the 
lUmys. Professor Huxley calls it “ A  remarkable essay ” and “ a 
model of clear and vigorous statement.”  2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Freo Will and
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Hume. 4d.

A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. By Percy Bysslio
Shelley. With an Introduction hy G. W. Foote. Id.

Life, Death, and Imm ortality. Two Essays, an Extract,
and a Sonnet. By Percy Bysshe Shelley, 2d.

Dartvin made Easy. By Dr. li. B. Avcling, Follow of tho
London University. Thu is the best popular exposition of Darwin
ism extant. Cloth. Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Chailos Robert Newman (Athoist
brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by George 
Jacob Uolyoake and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. Is. Gd. i

Bible Ilandbiok for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians. -
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete,, paper covers, Is. 'Id. 
Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s. Also in 
parts as follows—

J, BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. Tho contradictions aro printed in 
parallel columns. 4d.

2. BIBLE ABSURDITIES. All the chief Absurdities from Genesis 
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appro- 
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a sen
tence. 4d.

8. BIBLE ATROCITIES. Containing all the godly wickedness from 
i Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for 

2asy reference. 4d.
4. BIBLE IMMORALITIES. INDECENCIES, O B3CLM IIE3,

) Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of all Ages and
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound in cloth, 7s. od. 

Bible Studies. A ll Essay on P hallic Worship and other 
Curious Rites and Customs. Bv J. M. Wheeler. Superior paper» 
illustrated, and bound in cloth. 2s. Gd.

The Code o f Nature. By Diderot and D’ HoHneh. 2d. 
Pagan Mythology, or tlie Wisdom o f the Ancients. By

Lord Bacon. Is.
Satires and Profanities. By .Tamos Thomson (BV.)

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Son 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in t ic 
Rocky Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Coin- 
mission of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy— 
One Thing Needful. Cloth, Is.

Was Christ Crucified? By Austin Bicrbowcr (member of
the Chicago Bar). Id.

The A%e o f Re?,SOU. By Thomas Paine. New edition, with
Preface by G. W. Foote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. T»y Timmas Paine. l p* 
Thomas Paine o Complete Theological Works. Cloth, 2s- 6*1. 
Rights of Man. By TiiomnH Puimi. With a Political Bio* 

grapfiy by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s. 
N.S.S Almanack f.;r 1333. Edited by G. W. Foote auu

.T. M. Wheeler, (hi.
Litters from Heaven. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
Letters from Hell. By J. M. Wheeler. Id.
(riot'd mo Bruno’s Statue. A  Picture' of, for framing. 2d

Post free in Lects’s case. 3d.
Photo-Portrait o f G. W. Foote. Bv Amoy. 1«.

R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER ST., LONDON. E.O.

FLOWERS OF
FREETHOUGHT

B r  G . W . F O O T E .

FiFfY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.

221pp., hound in cloth, 2s. Cd.

R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

(HE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. U. IIOLMFS, M.M.L, M.V.S., M.N.S.S. .
100 pages, with portrait ana autograph, hound in cloth, gilt letter^’

Price Is., post fret. ^0
*** Tn order to bring the information within the reach of the poor»  ̂

most important part« of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 1 l^.P jg, 
at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribute11 
a doz. post free. ,_rten,

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Hoi 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the ■ 1 '\ 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is1 just bis c° ()r0,] 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and ,p. jt 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by ;V‘11 
can be secured, and an olfer to all concerned of the requisites 
lowest possible prices.” ¿¿d

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. All?®111 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms. ato^

Both the Book and tho Pamphlet may be had of R. FoitDElt»-® D 
cutter-street, London, or of the Author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BER*-
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“ SPARE THE ROD.”
( P k o v . x i s . 1 8  )

“ Spare ibe rod and spoil the child” 
Is the law of ancient days

Banded down to times more mild, 
Yet great in many ways.

Oh, the cruel, cruel rule—
Revered as a divine command,—

S’ill in use in home and school 
Is a blot on our loved land !

Let Ihe wisdom of our limes 
Exercise its gentler sway,

Let, false precepts of false climes 
Be forgotten in our day 1

Keep the good things of the past 
As a precious heritage ;

But away the evil oast
Of a rude and baibarous age.

“  Spare the rod and love the child ”  
Is a better rule by far

Than the law of ages wild
Comicg down to days that are.

Banish from the school and home 
All barbarities of old,

And in truth on earth will come, 
Dreamed of long, the age of gold.

Myeon H. Goodwin.

LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

Beorge Stand ring, 7 & 9 Finsbury-st., 
London, E.C.

(And sent through the T ost ONLY).

LKOa X, EIGHT IIOUllS’ QUESTION—Two 
Nights’ Public Debate between Geo. JJernard 
"haw and G. W. Foote. Verbatim I’.eport, cor
seted by both disputants. Undoubtedly this 
ls by far the best stateineut of both sides of the 

■pT'ei-tion. 7ti pages, post free, 7d. 
'OLTa IRE’S Important Examination of the 

Scriptures. Post free, 4Jd. 
hub PEOPLE'S HISTORY of the ENGLISH 

ARISTOCRACY. By Geo.Staudriug. 171pp., 
„Post free Is. 2d.
MlbR-p FLU N KEYS: Their “ W ork ”  and 
Ti, ges. B y  G eo.S tandring . P ost free l id .

” 1- POPULATION QUESTION. By Dr. C. R. 
“ rysdale. A  careful and complete statement 
°f the Neo-Malthusian position. 100pp., stout 

swSjftpper, portrait: post free 7d.
LIFE AND WRITINGS OF T. R. 

m.ALTHUS. By C. R. Drysdale. M.D. 120pp., 
"nth portrait of Malthus. Should be read Uy 

T,®v«ry student of social problems. Post free 7d. 
RE Ca u s e  OF POVERTY. A  Paper read at 
, ‘s National Liberal Club, by Dr. C. R. Drys- 

Post free 2d.
V|-RETa R1a N FALLACIES. By Dr. Chas.R. 
I (v7 "h le . Post free 2Jd.

^NGTli OF LIFE of Total Abstainers and of 
moderate Drinkers Compared. By Dr. C. R. 

T.VD'rdaie. Post free 2»d. 
t‘ h NEWEST MATERIALISM. Papers on 
,  ® Books of Mill, Comte, Bain, Spencer, Atkin- 
J”1 and Feuerbach. By William Maccall. 

Blvo h Published at ns. ; post free Is.
ai, SK AND MARRIAGE. By Dr. II. A. 

l l f t  >’Utt. A most useful work. Post free Is. 9d. 
W.fd ON NURSING ; and MONTHLY 
S"USING. Invaluable books for the Homo. 

» , ,8 «  I " «  7d. each.
RR WIFE'S h a n d b o o k . A work cn mat-
\ÿr8 of the utmost importance to Married 

iOptSen* By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Tost free 8d.
¿ i  A Ï 1 Ü ’N  AND S0CIAL REFORM.i li few plain words on a suppressed sub- 
♦»* * By li. Roberts. 24 pages, post free 
1 lrce-halfpence.

Hit trade tupplieci ly  It. FOIiDER,
UN SlnnfcuUrr-rl’-ect, E.C.

, r,i. ^ttttTuiNKICRb, Ladles and Gentlemen 
Pr|c„K pairing Superior Ont Garments st modérât* 
i*. tfixst-olSNi style *:,d Kit Guaron'eml.—
l U 0*’ - Artl.to Tsllor, 14 Orsfcl Oestle Street, W. 
O fl, Uo.,rs Luio Ue^eut Street. | ¿‘ »truni.ail byèjijP---~r*"“ ,>l|n >« r . I_________________ ' ___________
P  » l ù i ' ,N - 'ha P .jp ls s  D'Mi'lst, ns-> Strand loppo- 

« "wr"ot Ilnur«).—TBK.rd un VULOANiTK, 
*»ch Uppnr or lower set, U .  lient qu.lity, 4r.
yhaù ,'Pl'ur or lower, t i ,  completed in four hones 
i! ï o u )nir,!'h repairing <r aPeradone In two hour», 
.rttge. *'“,1 n,oro than the above they are fancy 
« hlir,' tenth on plaifxarn 7s. fl.1. ouch, on 1 He. 
***, S*. ' ‘ “ Oping Vs, o h , extraction 1 , putnlcns by

NO S U P E R S T IT IO N .

There are thousands of men and 
wrmen, fathers and mothers, who repu
diate with their whole hearts the creeds 
of superstition, and still allow their chil
dren to be taught there lies. They allow 
their imaginations to be poisoned with the 
dogma of eternal pain. They allow 
arrogant and ignorant parsons, meek and 
foolish teachers, to sow the seeds of bar
barism in the minds of their children— 
seeds that will fill their lives with fear 
and pain. Fathers and mothers should 
do their utmost to make their children 
free. They should teach them to doubt, 
to investigate, to inquire, and every 
father and mother should know that by 
the cradle of every child, as by the. cradle 
of the infant Hercules, crawls the serpent 
of superstition.— IngirsolL.

By some mysterious means, a stray copy 
of the revised version of the Oid Testa

A  clergyman, past middle age, after 
having united a loving couple in the holy 
bond of matrimony, was asked by a 
person present at the marriage feast how 
he, a bachelor, could constantly engrgeiu 
such ceremonies. The good man’s answer 
was significant: “ la  a man’s life there 
are but two periods when he is likely to 
marry— one when he is young and has no 
sense; the other when he is old and has 
lost his sense. He was glad to inform 
them he was past the one, and had not 
yet reached the other.”

An old Scotch minister, who did not 
quite regard himself as the paragon of 
pulpit perfection, addressing his asistant, 
remarked that it was singular how he felt 
more fatigue hearing him than in preach
ing himself. To this the assistant replied 
that he experienced a similar feeling 
when his reverend constituent was in the 
pulpit. “ Then,”  rejoined the minister, 
“  I p»ety the folk that have to hear U3

ment found its way into the editorial 
sanctum of an up-country American news
paper. Instead of dismissing t’

rible Floods in Asia Minor— Or 
of L ife.”
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The remarkable discoveries of Professor Edwin 

Johnson have induced many to rank his name 
with that of Charles Darwin ; and, if the curiosity 
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