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THE WORSHIP OF THE CURATE.

A WALK THROUGH THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

I Am indebted to the Rev. J. G. Kitchin for the idea of
taking my readers round the British Museum, to see
kow far its antiquities confirm tho faith once delivered

the saints. In his amusing little book, The Bible
Alndent in the British Museum, he points to the
Moabite stone, which records that the altars of Jehovah
~ere prostrated before the Moabitish God Chemosh;

the cylinders recording the defeat of Hezekiah by
Sennacherib ; and the carving representing tho tribute

Jelnt to Assyria, whereas the Jew-book gives the
J®ry opposite complexion to these events. | cannot
“Ope to be as funny as the Rev. Mr. Kitchin, but if
the reader will trot round the museum with me | trust
the visit will provo as interesting as if a shilling were
[ipped to tho curator of the Biblical Museum in
Sergeant’s Inn to act as guide.

Kklrst. to show we are human, let us feed the sacred
~geons at the entrance of the museum. This is a
. uty certain of tho constant readers are punctillious of
M the winter time. 1 have seen as many as fifty
Jepresentativos of the Holy Ghost cluster round my
*oet to pick up the crumbs. Having thus propitiated
“e guardian spirits, let us enter freely. It is our
Property, though our rulers will not permit us to see it
°n our one day of leisure ; and, in a very real sense,
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the treasures here belong to all who can learn from
them.

Let us turn to the left, down the Roman Gallery.
If your disposition resembles mine, you will regard
most attentively tho busts. First, in tho corner, note
(1) the spare face and high, intellectual forehead of
Julius Caesar, “ the foremost man of all this world,”
who proclaimed himself asceptic in the Roman Senate ;
note, too, those of Brutus, Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula,
Claudius, Nero, Hadrian and his favorite Antinous,
the severe head of Antoninus Pius, and the benign
countenance of Marcus Aurelius, in one instance
attired with the wreath and priestly robe of a Frater
Arvalis (2G). And this noble Aurelius is the alleged
persecutor of Christians. And where is Christian
Rome? No marble here perpetuates her greatness.
You may be told that the busts of the Popes are found
in the Cathedral of Sienna, among them the female
Pope Joan, altered into Pope Zacharias ; or you may
look up their portraits, from Peter downwards, in
Ciaconi Vite et res Geshe Pontificum Romanorum, all,
till the thirteenth century, of the same authenticity,
with the portraits of the old Scottish kings in Holy-
rood Palace, painted from one and the same porter.

The very first room we enter suggests that Chris-
tianity made a break inart. There is a wide gap—over
a thousand years—from Pagan Rome to the Renais-
sance, bridged only by monkish fabrications. Tho
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gulf becomes yet more apparent in the succeeding
rooms of Graeco-Roman sculpture. What grace, what
beauty, what noble manhood and sweet femininity are
here. What has Christian art to compare with Pagan
sculpture ? But we are net intent on the masterpieces,
but the confirmations. Turn your eyes from that statue
of Venus preparing for the bath (112) and regard atten-
tively the statue in the corner marked “ Dionysos.”
This is not the jolly vine god, but the bearded Bacchus,
uniting sweet feminine tenderness with the grace of
Apollo and the serene majesty of Olympian Jove. Note
it carefully, for here you have the Pagan original of the
ideal Christ. Before wWE leave the sculpture, let us note
another of Christ's progenitors, the Persian sun-god
Mithras slaying the bull (1G3). Other Mitliraic monu-
ments are in the basement and in the entrance hall,
one, with the tail sprouting into corn, suggests we have
here an allegory of the seasons and the ever-renewing
spirit of vegetation. -

We must leave, if we can, the Elgin Room, with its
glorious sculptured friezes from the Parthenon at
Athens, and turn to the massive and majestic figures of
Ancient Egypt. Here, if we wish to study, we may
begin, as Champollion began, with the Rosetta stone
(Southern Gallery, No. 24), inscribed with a priestly
decree in three characters—hieroglyphic, demotic, and
Greek—conferring divine honors on Ptolemy Epi-
phanes. A large proportion of the monuments in the
Egyptian hall are of the famous X 1X. Dynasty, under
which the Jews are supposed to have suffered and
escaped from bondage, yet not a solitary link connected
with their legends in Exodus is to be found here or
elsewhere.* Mr. Kitchin will point you to statues (63
and 517) of the cat-headed goddess Sekhet or Pasht,
wearing the sun’s disc and serpent, and holding the
crux ansata in her hand, on which statue appears the name
Sheshonk, referred to in 2 Chron. (xii. 9) as Shishak.
The veracious Chronicles goes on to inform us that
Asa, who only ruled over the tribes of Judah and Ben-
jamin, possessed an army of 580,000 spearmen and
archers, “ all mighty men of valor ” (xiv. 8), who over-
threw a host of a million under /era the Ethiopian.
As, however, this yarn is unknown to the earlier writer
of Kings, it may safely be classed with the fable in the
previous chapter, of how Abijah slew 500,000 chosen
men of Israel in one day (2 Chron. xix. 17), as one of
the long list of Bible lies.

One other little link between Egypt and Israel may
perhaps be discovered in the frequent repetition of the
name of the god Amen. According to a statement in
the Harris papyrus Ramases Ill. erected in Philistia,
“a lItamesseum, to Amen, in the city of Kanaan, a
statue of the god was set up in its holy of holios in the
name of the king.”t Mr. H. M. Kennard says, “ Here,
then, wo have an authentic record which proves
beyond a doubt that the worship of Amen was followed
in Palestine.” The symbol of Amen was aram. The
quick reader will at once think of the horns of the
altar, of tho ram’s appearance to Abram, and cease to
wonder if the old god was. a ram that his son should
be a lamb!

But we must not frivol in the solemn Egyptian hall.
Note on the sarcophagi, the obelisks, and in the hands
of the statues 518, 37, 57, 60, 62, 68 and 88, the crux
ansata, ankh, or cross of life. Come to the top of the
room, under the colossal head of Ramases Il. Noto
the cross on the tomb of Khufu-Ankh, high officer of
Cheops, tho builder of the great pyramid at Gizeh,
B.c. 3733. Here you have tho so-called Christian
symbol portrayed as tho sign of life at the time when,
according to Bible chronology, Adam was still living J

Ascend and see the mummies. Notico the same
sign on the coffin of Men-Kau-Ra (tho Mycerinus of
Herodotus) the builder of the third pyramid 3600 B.C.
(wall case 1, No. 6,647). Note that the king is addressed as
one with Osiris living for ever, and that tho sign for
the idea of immortality is tho cross. How evident
that Christianity only adopted the symbol rendered
sacred by centuries of usage. On the wall of this First

* Instead of having all the firstborn of Egypt slain and being drowned
in the Red Sea, inscriptions ftecord that Ramases 1. was blessed by Amen
=with a good old age, after a most prosperous reign.

f Brugsch, lliitory of Egypt, \ol. ii-, 1G4. Fhilutines and ItracUtet,
p. 43; 1893.

} See “ The Mystery of the Cross/' Freethinker, April 10, 1892.
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Egyptian Room note the large painting of the Judgment
Scene in the Book of the Dead, the Egyptian sacred
hook, far older than any portion of tho Bible. Observe the
twelve gods seated as judges before a table of offerings.
The heart of the departed Ani is being weighed in the
balance against the feather, the symbol of Law.
Amemit the Devourer, with the head of a crocodile, is
ready to receive Ani, but Thoth delivers judgment that
the heart of Ani weighs straight, and on the right hand
side he is introduced by Horus the Mediator into the
presence of Osiris, the judge of the dead. Note the
sign of Osiris as the seeing eye, and the cross on calvary
among the inscriptions. Here you have an Egyptian
view of the Judgment which long afterwards was
embodied in tho twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew. So
far from Christianity bringing immortality to light, the
Egyptians knew the doctrine long before the Jews are
said to have dwelt in Egypt.

Round the wall cases of the Third Egyptian Room
you may see humerous small figures of all the principal
gods and goddesses of Egypt. Observe the statuettes
of Isis and Horus, the prototype of Mary and Jesus.
Pass on to the case of Gnostic gems, and remark the
amulet presented by Mr. Rider Haggard (Case N,
G. 469), with figure of tree and woman giving birth to
child, with the mvstic ankh again, inscribed “ one
God of heaven.” Then read C. King's Gnostics and
their Remains, and you will have a key to the origin
and early beliefs of Christianity.

Another week, if you will, we may take a look at the
Assyrian remains. J M. Wheeter.

THE MODERN DEFENCE OF CHRISTIANITY.

It should be obvious to the careful observer of polemics
that the mode of attempting to defend Christianity
has undergone an entire change within the last decade.
Tho plan adopted by Paley, Watson, Butler, and
Pearson, finds no favor with modem Christian contro-
versialists. The arguments upon which these writers
depended to support “ the faith once delivered to the
saints ” have long been found to be untenable, and
other methods of defence have had to be selected.
Twenty-five years ago Christian advocates decided
upon a platform crusade against the rapidly growing
scepticism, but this kind of theological warfare failed
to secure victories for the orthodox combatants; and
it was therefore abandoned by the intelligent portion
of Christian exponents. To-day it is almost impossible
to induce a first-class debater to engage in a platform
discussion in defence of the claims of Christianity-
It is true that upon the principle that certain persons
rush in where “ angels fear to tread,” fourth-rate men
are willing to essay the defence of their crude notions
of the Christian faith, but as they represent no one but
themselves, and no views but their own, and those
very indifferent, their rash ventures deserve but little
notice, and receive but little, oven from tho clergy.
Recently, however, some of the ablest men in thO
Church have come to the rescue of the Bible and Chris-
tianity, but they substitute the press for the platform 3®
their battle ground. There has been an “ Internationa
Theological Library” to which specialists are to con-
tribute. The first volume issued was by Canon Driven
Professor of Hebrew at Oxford, on tho Old Testament«
and the third, published some months ago, was written
by Professor A. W. Bruce, D.D., of Glasgow, am
entitled Apologeticsof Christianity Defensively Slatee m
Thinking that it is useful to sometimes “ see onrselv0
as others see us,” we read the chapter on “ Freethoug ~
in the Present Time,” naturally expecting to see 8&nmen
thing upon tho subject. We were, however, dis"P
pointed to find that in a work of such pretensions, t1
names only of Strauss, Spinoza, and Matthew Arn° ~
woro mentioned, whilo the principal positions of Fre
thought were unnoticed! We found a long disquisRj0
on Jesus the Man, and Jesus the Christ, tho conclusiO
arrived at being that, if Christ were Jesus, Josus vr
Christ. This profound reasoning reminded us m *
old follower of Robert Owen whom wo onco k°
who had a way of his own for making all her«__
Christians.. This was how ho represented his cast, =
Jesus said, “ lam tho truth,” but if Jesus were
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truth, the truth was Jesus, and, as all heretics believe
in truth, they must be believers in Jesus !

Professor Bruce’'s mode of dealing with Agnosticism
is similar to his treatment of Freethought, for he makes
Herbert Spencer the founder of modern Agnosticism,
"who formulated its doctrine—" the Power which the
universe manifests to us is utterly inscrutable.” Dr.
Bruce omits to mention the fact that Professor Huxley
first conceived and named the modern theory referred
to as Agnostic. Such an omission as this upon the
part of a special controversialist indicates great care-
lessness, or something worse. He defines Agnosticism
as the negation of possible knowledge of God and his
relation to man and the world. This is a definition
that we believe no intelligent Agnostic would accept,
for it is inaccurate and thoroughly misleading. Would
d not be well for Christian exponents to make them-
selves better acquainted with the views they profess to
criticise ? Such lack of knowledge as is here shown
may be expected in the few amateur theological
debaters who are now forcing themselves before the
Public, but in a learned professor it is almost un-
pardonable.

The doctor informs us that elaborate Lives of Jesus
can be done without, as “ a candid inquirer can obtain
a comfortable sense of the knowableness of Jesus by
an unaided use of the Gospel.” This may be so, but
the question is what is the value of the “ sense” thus
acquired ? A searcher for truth should be more con-
cerned about the verity of knowledge than its being
“ comfortable.” Many persons, theologians in par-
ticular, have been too prone to feel comfortable while
believing the most glaring errors, allowing their feelings
father than their reason to be gratified. We next meet
~ith the following declaration made by the doctor, the
hke of which, differing only in its phraseology, we
have found in many Christian works. In spite of all
Scepticism, he says, there remains tho fact that “ the
hero of the evangelical story is the sweetest, most win-
some, and most powerful character in the whole history
°f humanity.” It would havo been more in keeping
Y~h a proper defence of Christianity if, before
deducing certain inferences from any “ powerful cha-
pter ” in history it had been shown that the character
dself -was historical. Historical characters, as wo
Understand tho term, are not men born of virgins with-
out human fathers. Yet we are told that tho value of
he Christ-like description just given depends upon the
Nalidity of tho virgin episode ; for, says the doctor,

H the virgin birth is given up, the virgin life and
Perfect goodness of Jesus will follow.” It is frankly
Conceded by Dr. llruco that “ tho belief in the virgin
Urth must go ” if we are to accept “ a purely natu-
jdistic theory of the universe.” But is it not a fact
hat “ history ” is only concerned with events that are
hi harmony with such a theory, and that all else is
“file, fraud, or imagination ? To speak of these matters
{"having any relation to history is clearly misleading.
th® Ure " Christ catno not to tell us who wroto

law and the prophecies, or when or in what order
ley wero written.” But if Jesus knew that a time
v°nhl como when his having quoted them would be
hnstrued into establishing their authenticity, ho, in
ot doing what the doctor mentions, omitted a very
~Portant duty. On the other hand, if ho did not
what becomes of his alleged divinity? As a

‘dtor of fact there is no evidence whatever that Jesus

Ubtod that tho books ho quoted wero written by the
~‘rsons whoso names ho mentioned, and if he knew
t }vere not so written it was not to his credit to

main silent upon tho subject.

r' Bruce observes : “ There is no need to contend

Ui jPucial creations of planets and animals that work
sorf > *2 Provided for God to do; or to regard life as
Hot f which God alono could produce.” Perhaps
“mneaul il rational standpoint, but there is such a
B e f~ we accept tho Bible theory of creation.
ahd i*- medern discoveries in astronomy, geology,
tin B wa3 thought that creations of cvery-
*heNi Ner® “ needed,” and those who now say we
ang . ” them not, fail to discover that fact by reading
theoilnterBretinff the book of Genesis. Science, not
ifiatru”N' llaa Sivon us that information, and has thus
cted us truths which tho Bible could not
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impart. It is not possible to read the conflicting
accounts given in Genesis, without discovering tdfat
the writer, or writers, believed that a power above
nature was the cause of all the phenomena they there
describe as coming into existence for the first time.
The doctor writes in a similar strain as to the work
Jesus is supposed to have done. We are told that
Jesus healed men’s bodies and souls ; whether by
natural or supernatural power, may be interesting to
science and theology, it is not, however, of vital
importance to religion. But Dr. Bruce should
remember that the Christian religion is built on the
person of Christ, who is alleged to have possessed
supernatural powers, but who, in their absence, isonly
the Socrates of Palestine.

The life of mind apart from body, and a soul apart
from brain, are matters that the doctor admits he
cannot inform U3 about, but he says “ there is no
reason to think that death is the destruction of the
thinking principle.” We answer, a “ principle ” is not
an entity that comes under the catagory of body
or brain, and it depends on the fulfilment of the
prophecy that “ God will provide in future what is
necessary for its exercise if it continue after death.”
It is a recognised scientific fact that the * thinking
principle ” is now connected with an organism, and
there is no reason to suppose it ever was, or ever will
be, otherwise. To make it into a latent potency of a
disembodied state, is to reduce mind to something less
substantial than what we call moonshine. To argue in
this way is to abandon rational investigation, for what
God will provide in future for the exercise of the
thinking principle, “ God only knows.” If this work
is a fair sample of the modern defence of Christianity
by its modern defenders, it is not much of an improve-
ment upon the old style of defence. Its utter
insufficiency to meet the reasonable demands of the
advanced thought of our time, affords additional proof
that, however the Christian claims may satisfy the
faith of orthodox believers, such claims fail to
harmonise with the logical deductions and the
impartial verdict of the dispassionate thinkers of the

present day. Charles Watts.

EUSEBIUS’ CIIURCII HISTORY.
1.

I coME to the question of the original of this book,
whether it was Latin or Greek. This point requires
very careful consideration ; but | believe | shall bo
able to convince my readers (especially those who have
been prepared by tho arguments adduced by Mr.
Wheeler for tho Latin original of parts of the New
Testament) that this first Church History was really
composed in Latin in one of the monasteries of tho
West.

What is the evidence ? The monks in that notable
List of “ lllustrious Men” or “ Catholic Writers,” to
which | havo already directed your thought as the
main key to Church Literature, allege that a Latin
translation of the Eusobian Church History was made
by one *Rufinas.” And who was “ Rufinus”? The
statement in tho List aforesaid is that he was “ Pres-
byter of the Church of Aquileia, an important doctor
of the Church, who had an elegant genius for trans-
lating from Greek into Latin. Thus ho set before the
Latins the greatest part of the library of tho Greeks, to
wit. Basil, Bishop of Caisarea of Cappadocia, Gregory
of Nazianzus, most eloquent man, Clement of Romo's
Books of ‘ Recognitions,’” the Ecclesiastical History of
Eusebius of Ga'sarca of Palestine, the ‘ Sentences’ of
llystus of Rome, tho ‘ Sentences’ of Evagrius, tho
‘ Against Mathematici ' of Pamphilus Martyr.

“ Of all these, whatever treatises with prefaces are
read by the Latins have been interpreted by Rufinus ;
those which have no prologue were translated by
another, who did not wish to write a preface ; but not
all treatises of Origen, because Jerome translated some
few of these, which are distinguished in his preface.

“ But by his own labor, or rather by the gift of tho
grace of God, the same Rufinus expounded ‘The
Symbol,’ so that he is without a rival in this work. He
also discoursed on <The Blessing of Jacob on the
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Patriarchs ' in the threefold sense—that is, the his-
toric, the moral, and the mystic. He also wrote many
hortatory epistles to the fear of God, among which
are eminent those which he gave ‘' to Proba.’

“ To the Ecclesiastical History which we said was
written by Eusebius and interpreted by Rufinus, the
latter added the tenth and the eleventh book. But to
a detractor from the merit of his opuscles, he replied in
two volumes, arguing and convincing that he had
stirred up his heart through the beholding of God and
the utility of the Church, while his adversary, incited
by the goad of rivalry, had turned his pen to obloquy.”

And who wrote the notice of this wonderful Rufinus?
The answer, at the end of the List, is: “ I, Gennadius,
Presbyter of Marseilles,” in the time of “ St. Gelasius,
Bishop of the City Rome.”

I will show, if my readers will only follow me with
patience, that this List, in its two parts containing no
less than 2154 names, is in every respect fictitious. The
names are not those of real, but of imaginary persons.
The List was not drawn up more than one thou-
sand years before the Renaissance, but during that
period, and may be described as the device of a Round
Table of Benedictine abbots, whose interest and
ambition it was to make themselves masters of the
trade of Letters, and to impose upon the world the
false idea that Christianity and Christian Letters were
of an inconceivable antiquity.

In showinsr this, | shall, at the same time, be show-
ing that Latin is the earlier written language of the
Church.

Now the Catalogue of “ Illustrious Men” has a
Preface address to “ Dexter, Praetorian Prrefect.” |
think it may be safely said that, as no educated Eng-
lishman would dedicate a book to “ Sir Smith,” or to
“ Right Hon. Brown,” so no educated Roman would
have addressed a high official of the Empire as
“ Dexter ”! The monk stumbles on the threshold, but
he goes on with his nonsense in a cynical manner, as
if he were absolutely certain of the success of his
imposture. He pretends that it is “ Dexter” who
wanted the List of Church Writers, in imitation of that
drawn up by Suetonius of Gentile writers, also of
certain other Greek and Latin bibliographers. You have
before you, in the very first paragraph, one of the
numerous revelations of the fraudulent intention to
assert the Catholic Church as coeval with the Roman
Empire. He represents himself as writing in the
fourteenth year of the emperor Theodosius, and he
uses the Latin language. *“ Dexter” is said to be son
of “ Pa3catian, Bishop of Barcelona.” Both are “ illus-
trious ” !

In the next paragraph, ho complains of the poverty of
his sources ; and acknowledges the great assistance he
has derived from * Eusebius Pamphili” in the “ Ten
Books ” of his Ecclesiastical History, and from others
named on the List. He then proceeds to offer a
solemn prayer to the Lord Jesus Christ, that ho may
be able to do for the writers of the Church what Cicero
did not disdain to do in his Brutus for the orators of
the Latin tongue, and so fulfil his task in a manner
worthy of “ Dexter’'s” exhortation. He pretends to be
writing in an obscure “ Corner of the earth ”"—in
reality, a cell or writing-room carefully screened from
public observation.

Finally, he launches a defiance against “ Celsus,
Porphyry, and Julian, mad dogs against Christ, and
their followers, who think that the Church had nophilo-
sophers and eloquent men, no doctors. Let them learn
how many Jinc menfounded, built up, and advanced
it; let them cease to accuse our Faith of rustic sim-
plicity, and rather recognise their own ignorance.
Farewell in the Lord Jesus Christ!’

Men like myself of Christian education should be
shocked to the depth of their being when they first
see what this audacious passage means; while men
who have any taste for science and letters should brand
the passage with all the marks of ridicule and indigha-
tion. It is simply a confession under the form of
vaunt and falsehood that at the epoch of the Revival,
the Church could not produce any ancient literature,
any tradition whatever from the old Roman time ; and
that the monks having made up their minds to deduce
her origin from that time, had found it necessary to
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vamp up this list of the * Illustrious,” the first name
on which is the Rock-Man, Simon Peter, first of Popes,
who is said in the work of the third “ lllustrious,”
Matthew or Levi, to be the foundation of the whole
Church structnre.

| say that these manifestoes were published to the
world, according to the printed dates, something less
than four hundred years ago, and that there is no
solitary scrap of evidence to prove that they had long
been composed. On the contrary, the whole weight
of evidence is against the statement. And the denial
that the Church had a genuine literary history is the
actual denial of certain Renaissance scholars which has
often been quoted, but too little understood. They
said to the monks, “ Pooh! your history is not matter
of testimony at all ; it is holy trickery!” The monks
retorted in that peculiar vein of brag and menace and
adjuration which betrays their falsehood ; at the same
time their triumphant insolence shows how they felt
that their organisation had brought the world to their
feet.

The Book is what used to be called a colored or

colorable performance. The MSS. are very few, the
oldest being the Vatican, the Verona, and the Vercelli.
Though written in Latin, it is sprinkled with a large
number of Greek words, proper and common names.
It may be thus regarded as the model of Church books,
and offers a strong confirmation to the able arguments
of the Rev. John Black in PaUeoromaica for the Litiu
original of the New Testament. But there is no
argument on the other side except the pretensions of
the monks of the West to Greek learning These
destroyed, the truth is obvious, palpable, and can no
longer be denied.
/ Now let me show that the original of the Eusebius
(Church History was in all probability Latin The
guestion is one of our own time, it may be said ; for
the first critical edition of the Latin text was only
published by Cacciari in 1740 ; who used five Vatican
MSS. The point before us is: does this alleged Latin
translation by the alleged *“ Rufinus” look like a
translation at all? Is the writer really following the
Greek ? What are the facts ?

The Latin writer shows again and again the greatest
licence and caprice, quite inconsistent with faithful
translation. He leaves out the supplement of book viii-<
and the greater part of book x., the rest being placed
under book ix. Again, this alleged “ translation” Is
seen, by comparison with all extant Greek MSS., not
to be dependent on them, and therefore presumptively
older than them. The German scholar Kimmel (1833)
has, | think, conclusively proved that the Latin Is
actually the best guide to the true readings of a work
alleged to have been composed in Greek ! Further, it
this Latin scribe was following a Greek text, which
was it? Not one of them; neither the Mazarine»
Medicean, the Fuketian, Savilian, nor the Royal Code*.
There are agreements, some with this and some with
that Greek text, but not one of them is indicated &S
the authoritative original, from which the Latin was
framed.

Let me show how bewildered the editors have
become, either from not understanding, or from beinff
unwilling to admit, that the allegation of a creek
original was false. Strothius (1771)) was induced to
imagine that there had been two Greek editions of tb0
Eusebian work ; that “ Rufinus” had a copy of the
former edition, and that our MSS. have followed, f°r
the most part, a latter and worse edition, of which hO
supposed there had been three recensions! 'l'u”
scholar could not but see that the alleged Latin tranS'
lation was much better than any of the Greek receU
sions ; and was thus led to invent the theory of a,
early Greek text of which there are no traces whatever «

The last distinguished editor, lleinichen (1868), a
timid but industrious scholar, made particular use 0
the “ Rufinus’ translation” so-called, and was the fir*
to make the Latin tho critic (as he says) of the GreO '
In other words, he felt that the Latin had a Hfe(
authority over the Greek in deciding many reading
Further than this he did not go, perhaps could not,
dare not go, without endangering the whole credi

“ Eusebius.” .
Similar was tho position of the well-known liistori
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Gieseler. In the third edition of his Church History
lie observed that “ Rufinus’' Latin Translation” is fre-
quently “ rather a working-up of Eusebius than a trans-
lation ; but for all that, the Latin had not been ade-
quately used as yet for the criticism of the original.”
A very remarkable opinion ! It is as good as saying
that the translator might understand the original writer
better than the original writer understood himself!
Did Gieseler see whither such opinions must tend ? |
know not; but in his next edition he expunged the
latter words, and substituted the flat phrase, to the
effect that the Latin “ was not unimportant.” And
Heinichen blames him for this. But Heinichen him-
self never went to the root of the matter. He never
put the question, which I think he ought to have put,
“And after all, why should we believe that there was
any translation from Greek into Latin of the History
at all, seeing that the facts contradict such a statement ?
May not the Latin have been the original ?”

The critic who asks such a question must endeavor
to answer if. Nor can he stop at “ Eusebius.” He
jnust carry the argument on to the case of the New
Testament and other Church books, and then he will
find that a proton pscudos, a “ first lie” is at the
bottom of all this confusion. And then he will be
forced to the admission that the writers who have
been “ false in one particular ” have been “ false in
MIi” and their wholesale frauds will be laid open,
beyond the possibility of honorable defence.

So far the prosumption has been raised that the
trutli has not been told us in any one particular con-
cerning the composition of the momentous Church
History. Published in 1541, it is alloged to have been
written some 1,200 years before that time, and by a
ttian whoso name is on a list of persons whom there is
110 reason to suppose other than imaginary, and in the
Greek language, wlionco it was translated into Latin.
Accepting the dato of publication as true or near the
Guth, the rest of tho statements are presumptively a
&rios of falsehoods. | will proceed to offer a few
Proofs in detail of tho proposition that Latin was
really tho original language of the Church History.

Edwin Johnson.

LORD BACON ON ATHEISM.

[concluded.]

Goming now to Lord Bacon’s essay on Atheism itself,

find him opening it with a very pointed utterance
jf Theism. “ | had rather,” he says, “ boliovo all tho
fables in tho legend, and the Talmud, and tho Alcoran,
'ban that this universal frame is without a mind.”
|bo expression is admirable, but the philosophy is

doubtful. When a man says he would rather believe
otl° thing than another, he is merely exhibiting a
Personal preference. Real belief is not a matter of

lasto ; it is determined by evidenco—if not absolutely,
a least as far as our power of judgment carries us.

“ A little philosophy,” his lordship says, “ inclinoth
i"an’'s mind to Atheism, but depth in philosophy
)r*iigeth men’s minds about to religion.” The reason

assigns is, that when wo no longer rost in second
CaU8es, but behold “ tho chain of them confederate,
and linked together,” we must needs “ fly to providence
and Deity.” The necessity, however, is far from
°bvious. All the laws, as we call them, of all the
fences together, do not contain any new principle in
beir addition. Universal order is as consistent with
Materialism as with Theism. It is easy to say that
| God never wrought miracles to convince Atheism,
‘e°anse his ordinary works convince it” ; but, as a
atter of fact, it is the God of Miracles in whom the

Altitude have always believed. A special providence,

tber tjlan a study of tho universe, has been the secret
1their devotion to “ the unseen.”

Lord Bacon drops below the proper level of his
~bius in affirming that “ none deny there is a God,
rpot thoso for whom it maketh that there were no God.”
phls is but a milder expression of the incivility of tho

Palmist. It is finely rebuked by tho atheist Monk in

y play of “ Sir William Crichton,” the work of a man
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of great though little

Smith.

recognised genius—William

For ye who deem that one who lacks of faith
Is therefore conscienco-froe, yo little know
Ilow doubt and sad denial may enthral him
To the most timid sanctity of life.

Lord Bacon, indeed, rather doubts the existence of
the positive Atheist.

“ It appeareth in nothing more, that Atheism is rather in the
lip than in the heart of man, than by this, that Atheists will
ever be talking of that their opinion, as if they fainted in it
within themselves, and would bo glad to be strengthened by
tho opinion of others: nay more, you shall have Atheists strive
to get disciples, as it faretli with other sects; and, which is
most of all, you shall have of them that will suffer for Atheism,
and not recant; whereas, if they truly think that thero is no
such thing as God, why should thoy trouble themselves ?”

Although Lord Bacon was not the “ meanest of
mankind,” there was certainly a lack of the heroic in
his disposition ; and this passage emanated from the most
prosaic part of his mind and character. “ Great
thoughts,” said Yauvenargues, “ spring from the heart.”
Now the heart of Lord Bacon was not as high as his
intellect; no one could for a moment imagine his
facing martyrdom. He had none of tho splendid
audacity, the undauntable courage, the unshakable
fortitude, of his loftier contemporary, Giordano Bruno.
So much truth is there in Pope’s epigram, that his lord-
ship was capable at times of grovelling; witness his
fulsome, though magnificent, dedication of the Ad-
vancement of Learning to King James—the British
Solomon, as his flatterers called him, to the amusement
of the great Henry of France, who sneered, “ Yes,
Solomon the son of David,” in allusion to his mother’s
familiarity with David Rizzio. And in this very pas-
sage of the essay on Atheism we also see the grovelling
side of Lord Bacon, with a corresponding perversion of
intelligence. Being incapable of understanding mar-
tyrdom, except under the expectation of a reward in
heaven, his lordship cannot appreciate the act of an
Atheist in suffering for his convictions. His concluding
words are positively mean. Surely the Atheist might
trouble himself about truth, justice, and dignity ; all of
which are involved in the maintenance and propagation
of his principles. But, if the closing observation is
mean, the opening observation is fatuous. This is a
strong word to use of any sentence of Lord Bacon’s, but
in this instance it is justifiable. If an Atheist mis-
trusts his own opinion, because he talks about it, what
is to be said of tho Christians, who pay thousands of
ministers to talk about their opinions, and even
subscribe for Missionary Societies to talk about them
to tho *“ heathen”? Are we to conclude that an
Atheist’s talking shows mistrust, and a Christian’s talk-
ing shows confidence ? What real weakness is there in
tho Atheist’s seeking for sympathy and concurrence ?
It is hard for any man to stand alone ; certainly it was
not in Lord Bacon’s lino to do so ; and why should not
tho Atheist be “ glad to be strengthened by the opinion
of others” ?  Novalis said that his opinion gained
infinitely when it was shared by another. Tho partici-
pation does not prove the truth of the opinion, but
redeems it from the suspicion of being a mere maggot
of an individual brain.

Lord Bacon then turns to the barbaric races, who
worship particular gods, though they have not the
general name ; a fact which ho did not understand.
Moro than two hundred years later it was explained by
David Hume. It is simply a proof that monotheism
grows out of polytheism ; or, if you like, that Theism
is a development of ldolatry. This is a truth that
takes all tho sting out of Lord Bacon’s observation that
“ against Atheists the very savages take part with the
very subtilest philosophers.” We may just remark
that the philosophers must bo very hard pressed when
thoy call up their savage allies.

Contemplative Atheists are rare, says Lord Bacon—
“a Diagoras, a Bion, a Lucian perhaps, and some
others." They seem more than they are, for all sorts
of heretics are branded as Atheists ; which leads his
lordship to the declaration that “ the great Atheists
indeed are hypocrites, which are ever handling holy
things, but without feeling ; so as they must needs be
cauterised in tho end.” Now we have no respect for
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hypocrites, and for that very reason we object to them
as a present to Atheism. Religion must consume its
own smoke, and dispose of its own refuse.

The causes of Atheism next occupy Lord Bacon's
attention. He finds they are four; divisions in
religion, the scandal of priests, profane scoffing in
holy matters, and “ learned times, especially with
peace and prosperity.” “ Troubles and adversities,”
his lordship says, “do more bow men’'s minds to
religion.” Which is true enough, though it only
illustrates the line of the Roman poet that religion
always has its root in fear.

It will be observed that, up to the present, Lord
Bacon has not considered one of the reasons for
Atheism. What he calls “ causes” are only occasions.
He does not discuss, or even refer to, the objections
to Theism that are derived from the tentative opera-
tions of nature, so different from what might be
expected from asettled plan ; from ugly, venomous and
monstrous things ; from the great imperfection of
nature's very highest productions ; from the ignorance,
misery, rnd degradation of such avast part of mankind ;
from the utter absence of anything like a moral govern-
ment of the universe. Only towards the end of his essay
doe3 Lord Bacon begin business with the Atheists.
“ They that deny a God,” he says, “ destroy a man’s
nobility ; for certainly man is of kin to the beasts by
his body ; and, if he be not of kin to God by his
spirit, he is a base and ignoble creature.” This is
pointed and vigorous, but after all itis a matter of sen-
timent. Some prefer the fallen angel, others the risen
ape. Lord Bacon, like Earl Beaconsfield, is on the side
of the angels. We are on the other side. A being
who has done something, and will do more, however
humble his origin, is preferable to one who can only
boast of his fine descent.

Finally, his lordship takes the illustration of the dog,
to whom man is “ instead of a God.” What generosity
and courage he will put on, in the “ confidence of a
better nature than his own.” So man gathereth force
and faith from divine protection and favor. Atheism
therefore “ depriveth human nature of the means to
exalt itself above human frailty.” But this is to forget
that there may be more than one means to the same
end. Human nature may be exalted above its frailty
without becoming the dog of a superior intelligence.
Science, self-examination, culture, public opinion, and
the growth of humanity, are more than substitutes for
devotion to a deity. They are capable of exalting man
continuously and indefinitely. They do not appeal to
the spaniel element in his nature ; they make him
free, erect, noble, and self-dependent.

On the whole we aro bound to say that Lord Bacon’s
essay on Atheism is unworthy of his genius. If it
were the only pieco of his writing extant, we should
say it was the work of one who had great powers of
expression but no remarkable powers of thought. He
merely echoes the commonplaces of apologists. What
then are we to conclude ? Why this, that Lord Bacon
dared not give the rein to his mind in an essay on
Atheism. He was bound to be circumspect in acompo-
sition level to the intelligence of every educated reader.
We prefer to take him where he enjoys greater freedom.
Under the veil of a story, for instance, he aims a dart
at the superstition of a special providence, which is
an ineradicable part of the Christian faith. Bion,
the Atheist, being shown the votive tablets in the
temple of Neptune, presented by those who prayed
to the god in a storm and were saved, asked where
were tho tablets of those who were drowned. Bacon
tells tho story with evident gusto, and it is in
such things that we seem to get at his real thoughts.
In a set essay on Atheism, a man of his worldly
wisdom, and unheroic temper, was sure to kneel at the
regular altars. The single query “ Why should they
trouble themselves ?” explains it all.

G. W. FOOTE.

The late rector of Handsworth is the authority for the fol-
lowing anecdote. At tho yearly examination of his parish
schools, the inspector was putting a class of little girls through
the Child’'s Catechism, and addressed to one the question,
* Child, who made your vile body?” “ Please, sir,” was the
answer, “ mother made the body and | made the skirt.”
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ACID DROPS.

The Church Congress is to be held at Birmingham in
October, by which time the “ classes” will have got through
their shooting season. From the official program we see
that the parsons will continue to agitate the Labor Question,
in which many of them have the veiy smallest personal
interest. Half the questions down for discussion are quite
foreign to the Church’s real function. Its business, if it has
any business, is to look after the people’s souls. What on
earth (or anywhere else) has it to do, for instance, with “ The
Disposal of the Dead” ? That is a matter for doctors,
sanitaiians, and jurisprudists. Probably the parsons see that
cremation is wiuning, and therefore they must no longer
oppose it, but chip in so as not to be left out in the cold.

One article of the program is characteristic* and touches
the Church in its most sensitive part—* The Financial
Condition of the Clergv.” Under this heal the parsons will
discuss “ The Duty of the Clergy to Ooe Another,” and
“ The Duty of the Laity towards the Clergy ''— which, of
course, is to shell out handsomely. Nothing is said about
the duty of the Clergy towards the Laity. Perhaps it was
overlooked in the hurry.

“ The Work of the Church, among the Artisan Population ”
is to be discussed—as usual. A few years ago the Black
Champion was trotted out by the Bishop of Bedford. Would
it not be well to have him again, with all the rest of the
Christian Evidence Society’s lecturers ? A repetition by
them of the eloquent and genial orations they deliver out of
doors against Freethought, and especially against Free-
thinkers, ought to create a sensation.

The better the day the better the deed, thinks the
adulterating milkman. Anyhow, it is stated by Mr. Stokes,
the Public Analyist for the PaddiDgton Vestry, that “ milk
adulteration is more rife on Sundays than on other days, it
being presumed that the inspector will not be about then.”
What volumes this speaks for the morality of Sabbatarianism |

Belfast does not seem to improve in the matter of tolera-
tion. On Bank Holiday the Irish National Foresters, returning
from an excursion, were set upon by an Orange crowd, who
pelted them with stones and iron nuts and bolts. A con-
siderable number of women and children were among the
excursionists, and it is to be presumed that the Orangemen
were aware of the fact, unless they were too drunk to see.

Mr. Phil May, in the course of an interview in the Sun,
tells a curious story about the Sydney Bulletin:—* The
paper was originally a religious paper. But one day certain
members of the staff revolted, two brought it out without
notice as an extremely secular paper. The new style proved
to be a good deal more popular than the old, so, in spite of
the annoyance of the original subscribers, it has remained an
extremely secular paper ever since.”

The ghosts are still used to hamper the living. The
St. Pancras Vestry wisely converted the old burial ground,
disused for above half a century, into a recreation ground,
where the poor Somers Town children get a little fresh air
and see a few flowers. This was of course opposed by the
vicar, but without avail, for the Baroness Burdett Coutts
subscribed to see the project carried out. The vestry now
propose to set up a band-stand, but. the vicar calls this
desecration, and the English Church Union supports him in
his attempt to prevent it being carried oat.

Brother Moody declares that men and women are no better
now than they were six thousand years ago. Whbich >*
important if true. Because it proves pretty clearly *hat
since the world began the clerics of every creed, although
they have ever lived on the fat of the land, have not earned
their salt.

The Rev. W. lledcliffe from Portsmouth, who some t'me
ago got in trouble for taking a ring from a Margate jeweil,r>
was arrested at Yeovil for obtaining a gold albert aud silver
watch from Mr. Tyte, jeweller. He gave the name of the
Rev. J. Lindsay, and Slid he was staying with the Rev. Mr.
Fox at Ti-mplecomba. But the goods were pawned in London
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Another clergyman, the Rev. Arthur H. Greenwood, has
been committed for trial at Cambridge on two charges of
obtaining money by false pretences, a charge which seems
Tery natural preferred against any man of God. Arthur
Herbert could not find anyone to stand bail for him and had
to go to prison.

The shindy at Samoa has resulted in the triumph of
Malieto, His, braves celebrated the victory by carrying the
heads of their slain enemies to Apia. *“ He certainly
appears,” 83ys the Westminster Gazette, “ to have carefully
studied the account of barbaric warfare in the early books of
the Old Testament.” -

Hr. Cyrus Edson writes as follows in the North American
Review on the subject of Death Beds:—Nothing is more
common than to hear from the pulpit pictures in words of
excitement, of alarm, of terror, of the death-beds of those who
have not lived religious lives, yet, as a rule, if these pictures
are supposed to be those of the unfortunates at the moment of
death, they are utterly false. In point of fact, ninety-nine
°f every hundred human beings are unconscious for several
hours before death comes to them; all the majesty of
intellect, the tender beauty of thought or sympathy or
charity, the very love for those for whom love has filled all
mvafeing thoughts, disappear. As a little baby just born into
the world is but a little animal, so the sage, the philosopher,
the hero, or the statesman, he whoso thoughts or deeds have
writ themselves large in the history of the world, become but
dying animals at the last. A merciful unconsciousness sets
«n as the mysterious force we call life slowly takes leave of its
last citadel, the heart, and what is has become what was.
This is death.

The beneficent power of religion has been shown in various
parts of the world. In Hungary there has been serious
rioting owing to the efforts of the Greek Bishop to drive the
Magyars into the Greek Church. A large crowd marched to the
bishop’s palace, and finding him absent, smashed his windows
as well as those of a neighboring church. The military had
to be called out, the police being unable to cope with the
crowd.

In Bombay there has been several days fighting and
rioting between Hindus and Mohammedans. The Hindu
temples have been attacked, looted and defiled, and the
Moslem mosques have been desecrated and destroyed.
According to some reports, the Hindu Cow Protection Society
18 at the bottom of the riot, but the Times says the Moslems
began the attack. The truth is religious bigotry makes each
party ready to fly at the other’'s throat at the slightest pro-
vocation. At Bombay some 50 000 persons were engaged in
rioting. Of these thirty-two have been killed, as well as
«rice policemen, besides many wounded.

Charles Squires, a laborer, aged twenty-eight, was annoyed
one night by the crying of his wife’s two-year-old illegitimate
baby. Getting out of bed, he held it by tho mouth and
nostrils till it was suffocated ; then he went back to bed, and
riept the sleep of the just. In the morning he tried to
persuade his wife to say that he had overlaid the child, but

did not answer, and on Thursday last (Aug. 10) Charles
Squires was hung at Shepton-Mallott. His last words were
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” The newspapers do not
,ay whether the Lord Jesus acceptod the offer,

Charles Squires confessed his crime and died " penitent.”
That is, he tried his best to keep out of hell. It does not
aPpear that he showed the least concern for the “ spirit” of
Ibe poor, helpless, little child whom he murdered with such
callous indifference.

Cardinal Vaughan, on behalf of Pope Pecci, dedicated
Logland to 8t. Peter. It was a rare piece of “ cheek,”
'be consent of England was not obtained, nor even solicited.
f~°d on the Christian theory of things, the dedication was a

‘binder, which has been decisively stamped with the dis-
Pl~asure of Providence. All sorts of accidents and calamities
»ve followed it: such as the sinking of the “ Victoria,” the
.bornhill Colliery explosion, the Siegness boating accident,
ji9 groat fire in the City of London, the quarrel between
5radue and Siam, pugilistic encounters in the House of
XVumons, and a perfect epidemic of murders and violent
"“rage8. Cardinal Vaughan had belter try back, before

Evidence sends England to the dogs.
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Cholera is one of the Lord’s tender mercies, and some
people expect it here shortly in the due course of providence.
Tho London Necropolis Company has actually made an offer
to a Southwark Board of Guardians to bury cholera corpses
at twenty-four hours’ notice. We hope there will be no
need to give the Company an order.

A mad wolf at Kieff has been worse than Elisha’'s two
God-inspired bears. It bit about fifty persons, amongst them
forty-five children, the wounds being described as awful. At
home, our heavenly Father has given us a plague of wasps,
with terrific thunderstorms, resulting in loss of life and much
damage to property ; a disaster to a boating party of Sunday
school excursionists, and another railway accident.

The church at Council Bluffs, lowa, has been visited by a
highwayman or madman, who, drawing a revolver from his
pocket, ordered the congregation to hold up their hands. One
of them grappled with him, and during the struggle the
revolver went off. The church was in a panic, and the
stranger fled.

Some American Spiritists have started a “ Direct Spirit
Slate-writing Company, Limited.” One thousand shares are
to be issued at one pound each, and the shareholders will get
messages from the spirits in return for their money. We
fancy the prospectus of the “ New Patent Salvation Company,
Limited,” in our Summer Number, must have been dictated
by the spirits. -

The Musselburg tailors recently had an outing “ riding the
marches.” In the procession they bore a banner with the
motto—

Old Adam sewed fig leaves together,

To shield his fair Eve from the weather.
A Freethinker at Dalkeith said they ought to add another
couplet from Genesis iii. 21—

And God himself thought it no sin
To make for them some coats of skin.

Dr. Rendel Harris has an article on “ The Structure of the
Gospel of Peter ” in the Contemporary Review, in reply to
Dr. Martineau. He contends that the Gospel of Peter owes
its origin to false construction of presumed events in the life
of Jesus, on the basis of peculiar interpretation of Old Testa-
ment prophecies. But could there be a more glaring false
construction than that in Matt, xxi., which makes Jesus ride
into Jerusalem on two donkeys because Zachariah said “ tby
king cometh sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass” ?

Dr. Harris sees that bogus history has been constructed out
of alloged prophecy in tho case of the Gospel of Peter, but
he does not see that this cuts tho ground from under the
whole of tho gospel history. If “ Peter” invented some
incidents to fit the Old Testament, may not Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John have invontod others ? Matthew, for instance,
makes his hero go to Egypt, “ That it might be fulfilled
which the Lord spoke by the prophets, saying, Out of Egypt
have | called my son.” Mark makes John the Baptist pro-
phesied by Isaiah. John makes the soldiers pierce Jesus to
fulfil a saying which is in the Septuagint, but not in the
Hebrew Bible. In fact tho whole story of a wonder-working
Messiah is founded on the prophecies, and has nothing better
to sustain it. Mose3 was said to have brought water from
the rock and fed the Jews with manna, so Jesus must turn
water into wine and multiply loaves. Elijah raised the widow's
son, so must sweet Jesus. Whatever was expected of the
Messiah the early Christians were ready to assert of their
blessed Savior. As they could not get over the fact that he
met an ignominious death, they were put to the assertion
that he went like a lamb to the slaughter, and that his death
made an atonement like the old sacrifices.

Heresy is finding expression in all sorts of places nowadays,
The Manchester Examiner, in a leader on the terrible railway
accident near Cardiff, wonders “ as Job wondered long ago,
why in a God-governed world such miseries as those to which
this Welsh catastrophe is but the latest contribution are per-
mitted, when Omnipotence might so very easily make it all
so contrastingly otherwise.” Our contemporary expresses a
pious hope that we shall some day “ get behind this veil of
mystery, ' but that is paddinj to break the blow to the
orthodox.
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As if it were not enough that private landowners should
filch common rights and block public rights of way, the
Ecclesiastical Commissioners have now gone t® work in this
direction. A vigorous campaign has been opened at Childs
Hill against an attempt to close a footpath leading from
West End to Hendon Church. The antiquity of the right of
way is proved beyond question, but the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners unceremoniously put up a notice closing the
path ; and when remonstrated with by the Local Board, they
only went so far as to offer to leave the path open on con-
dition that the Board would go to the expense of fencing it—
a proposal onlv one degree less impudent than their original
proceeding. Not long since, the commissioners enclosed and
built over a common in the s?me district, known as Golders
Green ; and recently a piece of waste land adjoining Crickle-
wood-lane has been filched by them. By such methods is
“ the patrimony of the Church ” acquired!— Truth.

The Rev. W. P. S, Bingham, vicar of Keinton, Exeter,
said, at a meeting of the E.C.U., “ No fact was more firmly
established than this— that Ritualism did not lead to the
Church of Rome.” Well, the Irish Ecclesiastical Record,
the organ of the Irish papal party, says, “ almost all our con-
verts come from the Ritualists,” and the English Catholic
Weekly Register bears the same testimony—*“ Out of every
twenty Anglicans who have joined the Catholic Church, not
less than seventeen have been prepared for the step by the
teaching they have heard from Ritualistic pulpits, and by the
practices they have got accustomed to in Ritualistic churches.”
It would be strange indeed if it were otherwise, now that in
hundreds of churches the practices which aroused the
Reformation are restored.

The Pope has excommunicated Gerard Gul, the old
Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht, despite a very submissive
letter which he sent to His Infallibility.

At Brozcka, in Bosnia, an old superstition has come to life
again which resembles the fables of Jewish ritual murders.
In Bosnia, the people have believed at all times that a bridge
could not be firm and lasting unless a human being was
walled up in it.  Thus there is a legend connected with the
handsome Roman bridge at Mostar which says that the fine
arch across the Narenta could not be finished until the
architect walled up in it a bridal pair. Now that a solid
bridge is being built across the Save at Brazcka, this super-
stition is revived. It is rumored everywhere that gipsies are
stealing children to sell them to the contractors, who wall one
up in each pillar. A few days ago there was a regular
pursuit of some unlucky gipsies, of whom it had been said
that they were raiding for children.

Rev. William Metcalf, of the immersion faith, was inspired
to entertain the wife of Grant Wilberly, near Rossview,
Tennesse, while the husband attended a lodge meeting. He,
on returning home, seeing suspicious movements within, stood
beside the door and awaited the egress of the invader of bis
castle. Presently the Rev. stepped forth, and the sable
sentry plunged a knife into his abdomen. Metcalf was

disemboweled and will die. Both were colored.

Canon Cazenove, of Manor House, Oranborne, Dorset, died
suddenly while playing at tennis. Here is a theme for a
sermon on Matt. xxiv. 42.

In the good old days there was a black statue of the
Virgin at Willesden, which was publicly burnt in 1538, the
inhabitants probably seeing it was a remnant of heathen
idolatry, for as the country was still Oatholic then, it would
hardly have been burnt otherwise. The Papists have put up
another statue there— white this time—which, when blessed
by Cardinal Vaughan, will, it is hoped, again draw the
pilgrimages and pence of the faithful.

The newspapers report that Thomas Collins, who is lying
in Cardiff Gaol under sentence of death for murdering Mary
Sheen, his paramour, "pays due attention to his spiritual
adviser.” Collins is another candidate for glory, who will
foon be welcomed into the kingdom of heaven, and repose
safe in the arm9 of Jesus.

"The history of Christianity shows it to be divine,” says
the Rock. Does it? How, then, has it taken so long to do
so little ? The Rock is rabidly Protestant, and every Pro-
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testant must admit, not only that three-quarters of the world
are not Christians, but that two-thirds of the Christian world
are to-day mistaken as to its meaning, and that for upwards
of a thousand years the simple religion taught by Jesus was
supplanted by an ecclesiastical system totally at variance with
it, a system which has caused more bloodshed and misery
than all other religions put together.

They find they are
During the
They

The Methodists are getting anxious.
not keeping step with the iscrease of population.
last seven years they have only increased four per cent.
attribute their falling-off to the Salvation Army.

The editor of the Western Figaro, who is a great authority
on Hymns ancient and modern, and to come, says that “ |
would not live always; | ask not to stay!” was the hymn
sung at Methuselah’s funeral.

A Christian minister started the Liberator Relief Fund
This ought to be a sufficient guarantee. Yet a "Five
Guinea Subscriber,” writing to the Westminster Gazette,
wants to know how much has been received, how much has
been distributed, and how much has been absorbed in the
distribution. Until these questions are satisfactorily
answered, he thinks the fund will remain in statu quo.

- Perhaps Mr. Eugstrilm will now inform us that the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury is a rigid teetotaller. At any rate, he
has appointed Nov. 12 to be kept as a Temperance Sunday.
If his grace keeps a good cellar for his friends, of course there
are among them no weak bre thren liable to stumble at such
a temptation.

The Barnsley magistrates should have an elementary legal
manual for their common use. Not only did they refuse the
affirmation to two lady Secularists, who were witnesses in a
case before the court, but they bawled out “ Get down from
the box ; leave the court I’ and actually shouted to a police-
man, “ Turn that woman out I’ Our advice has been asked
and we have given it. The magistrates are legally bound to
administer the affirmation to a witness who claims it on the
ground that he or she has no religious belief. So much only
should be said, and no questions whatever should be answered.
If the magistrates repeat the outrage, and we are furnished
with a clear statement of the facts, we will do our utmost to
get them reprimanded.

SHILLING MONTH.

RECEIVED.
[ When nofigures follow the name the amount is is.]
Chester Branch 8s., W. H. Heath. Per G. Nidd : G. Nidd, S.
Fraser, L. Fraser, D. Young, H. Varley, O. Varley, Vf. VVasley,
J. Tyleo, G. Smith, D. Stacey, 0. Groves. Per Miss Vance:
E. Ayre, W. Il. Leekoy 2s., J. Il. Madon 2s., N. Richardson 2s.,
Il1. Bishop 2s., Collop, Simpson 2s., Adams, McCusker, Fair-

child, Newman, Schofield, Rich 2s., J. Bywator, T. \V. Gore,
H. Lyon, J. Hilton, J. Bissell, T. Levine Is. (id. I'or A.
Finckeu : Langton, Standon, Denny. 1. Heriington, W.
Bailey £1, Robt. Green 2s., Rd, Green 2s., W. Murton, T.
Elliott 2s.

N.S.S. only.— M. Weatherburn, Louisa Samson £1 Is.

OBITUARY.

Gknkral Sin Edward Hamlky, who has recently died, was
not only a gallant soldier— he served in the Crimea, and it was
to him Tennyson dedicated his “ Chargo of the Heavy Brigade
at Balaclava "—lio was also an accomplished writer. Ho was
the author of one of the best little books on Voltairo, that in
the series of Foreign Classics for English Readers.

PRAYER.

We are so far from the times when Elisha saw the angels
and chariots of tiro compassing the city in which he lived to
protect it, that such a faith would now appear an hallucination
or an imposture. The belief in prayers against drought or
rain, or against pestilence, and the recourse to days of nation»
humiliation are dying out.— C. H. Pearson, “ National Lif6

and Character," p. 269.

“ Mamina,” said Tommy, who had just come back ftl
church, “ sister behaved very badly ; sho kept looking »
round her whilo tlioy woro saying the assignation creed.
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HR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS. J. Roberts—If we reproduce the “ libellons” matter, wo
shall be liable to tho same penalties as Mr. J. H. Wilson,

August 27, Liverpcol. Wa\r;vd [l)?ergaps worvsve. We can’t a;ffford it.l_ - _ ) |
. . W. Roberts.—We aro prepared for a slig oss in circula-
September 3, Douglas Head, Isle of Man ; 10, Glasgow. tion. It will probably be little and temporary. Under the
new lecturing arrangements wo shall no doubt be able to

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Atheist.—We have closed the “ Freethinker Sustentation
Fund,” so your subscription is put wholly to the Chicago
Delegation Fund. We agree with you, that ridicule is a
potent weapon against superstition, if only used with skill.

«» Fish.—Our thanks to the Chester Branch. It is poor but
generous.

P. R. Butler.—Glad to hear you have found our Bible Hand-
book so useful, especially in discussion with Christians.
Mr. Ball's labors made it as good a piece of work aB was
ever turned out. Pleased also to hear that you are delighted
with Flowers of Freethowjlit, and that nearly all who have
seen your copy want to borrow it.

T. Barnett.—There is only one way to success on the Secular
platform—hard study, hard thinking, and bard practice.
Tlie practice is to bo obtained by taking part in discussion,
by getting the local Branch to let yon try your powers in a
h cture, and by availing yourself of any favorable opening
that presents itself.

Sympathise».— (1) Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”

0. Burton.—Your account shows the pious follow to be a
great scoundrel, but we do not care to deal with such cases
until they got into the ordinary press, for the libel laws are
dreadful things for an heterodox editor to affront. (2) You
may rely on our upholding the old policy of the Freethinker.

London Secular Federation.—It. 0. Smith, treasurer,
acknowledges: West London Branch collection, IGs. 3d.;
Battersea i{ranch collection, 3s.

'L Innes.—The Irish members did vote against Charles Brad-
laugh’s taking his seat in the House of Commons. But wo
doubt if tlioy did so on purely religious groundp. Parnell
at first voted for Bradlaugb, but afterwards gave the order
to vote against him, apparently to punish him for something
in his attitude which tho Irish considered offensive. Parnell
had no scruple in this kind of policy. Ho was an Irishman,
and all Englishmen were actual or possible enemies.

"mL.-—Tho paseago “ But those mino enemies, which would

not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay
them before me,” occurs Luke xix. 27. You will fiud all such
passages in tho Bible Handbook, which you can order from
Mr. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, for Is. 4d. in paper, or 2s.
in cloth, post free. Pleased to hear from a six years’ sub-
scriber.
Smkdley.— (1) It is impossible to give the precise number
°f yoars since the last glacial epoch. Geologists have not
the date for an accurate calculation. But that does not
prevent thorn from saying it was a long while ago, probably
two or three hundred thousand years. Wo cannot say
exactly how high Mont Blanc is by looking at it; but,
without measuring tho altitude, wo may laugh at tho man
who says it is only a thousand feet. (2) We cannot recall
any one pamphlet on this special subject.

neS.S. Benevolent Fund— Miss Vanco acknowledges:—

Arbroath Branch, 5s.; Islington Branch,8s. Gd.; A.Tripp, 10s.

«11.— (1) ()f courso the century onds with December 31,11)00.

Row on earth could it end with December 31, 1890? You

°can’'t mako a century of 99 years. Wo remember that

Cardinal Newman instanced this confusion, many years ago,

to show what sensible, educated pooplo aro capable of in tho

way of muddle. (2) Most of the great leaders of the French

Revolution were Atheists— notably Mirabeau and Danton.

‘eYoung.— You may rely upon the figures in Boyal Paupers.
The twenty millions or so spont on religion in this country
deludes tho incomos of the Nonconformist Churches as well
as that of tho Church of England. Mr. Foote intends to

.Write a companion pamphlet on the Aristocracy.

]. *H. Code.— Wo aro not offended.

‘eGreen.— Mr. Footo is unable to leavo England at present.
Mr. Watts goes alono as dolegato from tho National Secular
Society at the Chicago International Frcothought Congress.
Wkathkhbubn.— Much pleased to hear from you.
mBailey.— Glad to hear you will try to bo present at Mr.

..roote’s lecture at Douglas Head on Sept. 3.

j," Hunt.—Thanks. Seo paragraph.

'Lane.— Mr. Foote hopes to visit Oldham and all tho prin-
c,Pal South Lancashire towns this winter. Glad you think
°hr Summer Number worth sending to Australia. Thanks

"°r cutting.
“ddress.
\y Mclntosh.— Soe “ Sugar Plums.”
q'T.Griffiths.— Thanks for tho budget
".wiilte.— It is canting enough, but hardly of sufficient
j Meerast gtherwise.
'fEPKNIN* 1,Y-— Your postal order novor roachcd us. The Post
°ffico iHfa,- ffom a modol institution. A good many letters
80 astray in it. And as any thief can cash an open postal.
®>tho red-tapo in connection with them is a todious
"Wdity.

Catalogue shall be forwarded if you send lull

gain fresh subscribers. The portraits will be continued
with the biographies. To lengthen tho latter would, we
fear, necessitate a disproportionate space in many cases.

Chicago Delegation Fund.— Collected at Mr. Watts's lecture
at Hall of Science. £1 13s. 3d.; J. Samson. £1 Is.; M.
Weatherburn, 2s.; T. Jones, 2s. 6d.; Atheist, os.

W. Holland.—Wo have written two or three articles on tho
general question. Perhaps we may do one on the Labor
Church in particular.

W. Heaford’'s address is changod to 6 Sussex Cottages, Spa-

road, Thornton Heath, S.E. Branch secretaries will please
note.
R. Sowerbutts.— Contonts-sheet shall bo forwarded. I'loased

to have your opinion that tho appearance and quality of tho
Freethinker are worthy of the price, though you are sorry
for the poorer readers. We note your address for purchasers
of Freethought literature— 17 Hacking-street, Darwon.

W. Suynham,— Mr. Edwards contends that the Indian and
other traditions of the Flood are posterior to Christianity,
while tho Babylonian account is older than Judaism. That
“all tho families of the earth came from one district
originally ” is very questionable.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply
stands over till the following week.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Dor Lichtfreund— Boston Investigator-
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel
— Western Figaro — Liberator— Liberty—Clarion— Flaming
Sword — Echo — Truthsookor — Fritaukaren— La Raison—
Lucifer—Secular Thought— Independent Pulpit—Tablet—
Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—De Dageraad—e
British Architect—Ironclad Ago— Fur Unsore Jugend—
Carrier Dove—Commonweal— Froedom—Church Reformer
— Weekly Dispatch—La Vcrite—Watts's Literary Guide—
Boston Sunday Globe.

Literary communications to bo addressed to the Editor.
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. AIll business communi-
cations to Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho
wrapper when tho subscription is due, subscribers will
receive the number in a colored wrappor when their sub-
scription expires.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:— One
Year, 10s. 6d.; Half Year, 5s. 3d.; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. Gd.; every
succeeding ten wordB, Gd. Displayed Advertisements:—e
Ono inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special
terms for repetitions.

SUGAR PLUMS.

This phenomenal hot weather is very trying to prossmen.
It is hard work cudgelling your brains for copy with the
perspiration running into your eyes, and your whole economy
undergoing a Turkish bath without the shampooing. Some-
thing it is to bring out the Freethinker at all in such weather ;
and if—we only say if—it should be a little less lively than
usual, the reader must throw the blame on Providence, or
whoever (not ourselves) is responsible.

Our circulation always drops a bit in August.  Allowing
for this, the increase in the price of the Freethinker has had
very little effect on its sale. Some of the wholesale agents
have actually gone up in their orders ; on the other hand, a
few of the smaller agents are ordering a few less copies. On
the whole we are satisfied. =~ We believe our circulation will
be well maintained at twopence, and we are looking forward
to freedom from debt and all financial worries, and wider
usefulness in the lecturing field.

Mr. Foote lectures at Liverpool on Sunday, August 27.
The next day ho will leave for the Isle of Man, where, on
Sunday, Sept, 3, he will deliver an open-air address at
Douglas Head. Thence he will proceed to Glasgow, to open
the winter session for the local Branch with three lectures on
Sunday, Sept. 10; after which he will return to London to
try the new experiment at the Hall of Science.

Mr. Charles Watts has set sail for America, and will repre-
sent the National Secular Society—of which he is a vice-
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president— at the Chicago International Freethought Congress.
The amount subscribed for the expenses of the delegation is
inadequate, and Mr. Foote has had to make an additional
provision, merely to secure Mr. Watts against absolute loss.
There is still an opportunity to subscribe to this fund, and
we shall be glad to receive further donations forthwith.

Mr. Watts intends to deliver a few lectures in Canada and
the United States before returning to England. He will be
home again early in November. As soon as possible he will
send us letters from the other side of the Atlantic for the

Freethinker.

The American Liberals—that is, Freethinkers—will be
disappointed at Mr. Foote's not attending the Congress.
Mr. Putnam begs him to come if possible, and promises him
a fine welcome. But the thing is simply impossible in the
present condition of affairs in England. Mr. Foote is writing
a letter as President of the National Secular Society, and it
will be read to the Congress by Mr. Watts. Next year it
may be possible for Mr. Foote to make the personal acquaint-
ance of his American brothers in the cause of Freethought.

Mr. Watts is expressly commissioned to do his very utmost
to persuade Colonel Ingersoll to “ come over and help us.
Mr. Foote is also sending the Colonel an urgent letter of
invitation. The cost of the Chicago delegation will be a
splendid investment if the great American leader can only be
induced to pay England a visit.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectures at the London Hall of Science this
evening (Aug. 20). As some of the regular attendants will
probably be away at Brighton, with the Secular Federation’s
Excursion, it is to be hoped that their places will be taken
by others, so that Mr. Moss may have a good meeting.

The London Secular Federation’s annual excursion comes
off to-day (Aug. 20). A special train leaves London Bridge
at 0 5, calling at New Cross at 9.10, for Brighton ; also leaving
Victoria at 9.5, calling at Clapham Junction at 9.10, The
tickets are 3s. each; children half-price. They can be
obtained from any London Branch secretary, at the Hall of
Science, at 28 Stonecutter-street, or outside the stations half
an hour before the departure of the train. The return from
Brighton is at 8.

The Brighton Freethinkers are going to meet the
excursionists. They are to assemble at Brighton station
at 10. Bills have been got out, announcing a Great

Demonstration on the Level at 3.30, to be addressed by
Mr. G. W. Foote and *“ other leading lecturers.” The
Brighton friends are looking forward to this gathering, and
we hope it will be a very large one.  All the metropolitan
Branches should throw themselves into this excursion and
demonstration, |

In New Zealand there has been two bye-elections—one at
Inangahua. won by 8ir Robert Stout, who, since the death of
his friend Robert Ballance, has, at his solicitation, decided to
return to politics ; and the other at Wanganui, won by Mr.
A. W. Willis. Both these gentlemen are vice-presidents of
Freethought Associations. One-eighth of the New Zealand
House of Representatives are avowed Freethinkers, and for
the respect everywhere accorded to Freethought New Zealand
claims to lead the way.

One of the inscriptions at the Zurich Socialist Congress was
“ We Ipava Heaven to the angels and the sparrows ; we want
the earth.”

We receive from E. Slenker, of Snowville, Pulaski Co.,
Virginia, a copy of the Little Freethinker, which, as an attempt
to familiarise the young with sense instead of superstition, is
certainly a step in the right direction.

From Trinidad we receive number two of Progress, being
the August number. A Freethought journal in the West
Indies is evidently a novelty. The Port oj Spain Gazette
says : “ Its existence is an insult to a Christian community.”
The San Fernando Gazette notices it at length, and calls up
the bogie that “ with the theologies all the virtues will
disappear from the world.” We trust they will tied that
Progress has come to stay. The present number reproduces
Mr. Foote's paper on *sAltar and Tnrone” and Mr, Joseph
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Symes on “ Holy Shuffling.” There are also some smart

paragraphs by Scrutator.

Mr. C. Tomlinson gives in Notes and Queries the lines of
Béranger on the Goddess of Liberty, and says he does not
know to whom they refer. He would find some information
in this year's N.S.S. Almanack. In the same number of
Notes and Queries Mr. Joseph Collinscn gives some particulars
of the Bus8ian Skopski or eunuchs, substantially the same
as that found in our Summer Number.

A Chess Club has been formed in connection with the
Portsmouth Branch. For information apply to J. Webb, at
Wellington Hall.

A sturdy Scot, on board the “ Koyal Sovereign,” sends us
a cheerful report of progress on the biggest battle-ship afloat.
A year ago the Freethinkers on board numbered two ; now,
thanks to the distribution of a couple of hundred tracts, the
circulation of the literature sent by Mr. George Anderson,
and the weekly Freethinker, the number has risen to fifteen.
Five have this journal sent direct from the office and six from
Portsmouth. They are not millionaires, but they could not
give up the Freethinker if the price were more than twopence.
We should just like an hour's smoke and chat with those
fifteen Jack Tars.

Watts's Literary Guide fills an obvious gap in Rationalist
literature. Its character is well sustained in the new issue
for August 15. This opportunity is rather out of place, but
we must take it, to express our sympathy with Mr. F. J.
Gould, who has recently lost his daughter Eva, at an age (six
years and a half) when the budding female intelligence is
very attractive and endearing.

Mr. J. B. Coppock, who teaches the Science Classes at the
Camberwell Secular Hall, has just passed the preliminary
examination for the B.Sc. degree at the University of London.

The Town Council of Northampton have shown they
have more regard for the honor of the town than for bigotted
opinion. After a long and heated discussion, the council
decided by eight votes to four to allow the statue of
Charles Bradlaugh to be placed in Abington-square. This
will be a satisfaction to the many who worked so strenuously
for our late leader daring his Parliamentary struggle.

Mr. Keast has been the very able, zealous, and active
secretary of the Bristol Branch ever since its first start after
the Logan-Foote debate. We regret to learn, therefore, that
ho is resigning the post. It is not, however, in consequence
of any diminution of his interest in Freethought. llia
business is more exacting than it was, and he desires to
devote more lime to speaking on Freethought and other
platforms. Messrs. O. W. Harvey and F. Roe are elected
joint-secretaries to succeed him, one attending to finance and
the other to organisation.

Ethical Culturista have been having an* Ethical Congressi"
at Eisenach. One 8wiss advised affiliation with Freemasonry.
Another, pastor Ziegler of the Evangelical Church, said it was
no marvel to him, considering the faults and follies of the
church, that it was “ now avoided by the very best men and
women.” A committee was appointed to draw up a hand-

book of Ethical Teaching.

Under the heading of " A Warning to Students” the
London Daily Chronicle pitches into a new lllustrated Bible
Dictionary, edited by the Rev. M. G. Eason, The article
appeared in the issue for August 14. For matter and manner
it might have appeared in the Freethinker.  Articles of sue
thorough-going scepticism in the daily press are a notable

sign of the times.

Mr. Foote’'s new brochure, Will Christ Save Us ? is 1°
published next week. It contains all the articles lie wrote
under that title for the Freethinker, with much addition»
matter. The price will be sixpence.

Our next week’s illustration will bo the portrait of a 1»"
(Mrs. Louisa Samson), who has occasionally occupied
Secular platform, and given great satisfaction by her » 1
and earnestness. Mrs. Samson is gracefully modest wit ;
being anything but a member of the “ shrieking sieterhoo
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PAUL ON CHRIST.

Professor Sanday, who cannot, as amatter of course,
be expected to adopt the rational view that the gospel
Christ-myth is only a refurbishing of the immemorial
sun-myth, contends that Christians have a much more
satisfactory explanation. He says that, in argument,
the Christian can firmly take his stand on the four
genuine Epistles of Paul, supplemented by the common
matter of the Synoptics.

But, in the first place, the miraculous stories told of
Christ in the gospels were hoary with age before
Jesus of Nazareth "was dreamt of. And it has next to
he remembered that even the historic actuality of Paul
is not beyond dispute. It has been gravely called in
question, both by learned theologians and by scholars,
"vho do not call themselves theologians.

No one knows when Christ was born, nor the date of
his death. And the same remark applies to Paul.
According to Christian tradition, Paul was born some-
where about 2 A D., and suffered martyrdom under
Nero. But, if Paul wrote 2 Corinthians—and this is
°ne of the four epistles which Professor Sanday claims
as genuine—then, according to Paul’'s own statement,
he flourished 02 years b.c. In 2 Corinthians xi. Paul
relates what he suffered for Christ's sake, and he
eoncludes by saying that when Aretas was King of
Damascus, he escaped arrest at the hands of the
governor by being let down by the wall in a basket.
Now, if this occurred when Aretas was king, it must
have been 02 years before the Christian era, for it was

the year 02 B.c. that Damascus was captured by
Pompey and annexed to the Roman dominions. So
'hat, according to Paul, he was a follower of Christ
sixty-two years before Jesus was born.

The truth is that, just as the gospels describe, not one
Christ, but several, so the Epistles and the Acts depict
more than one Paul. The Paul of the epistle to the
Calatians, is not the Paul described in the Acts. The
upostlo depicted in the Acts is an observer of the law,
mid allows circumcision. But the Paul described in
Calatians is a ferocious opponent of the law, and
denounces circumcision as contrary to the genius of the
gospel. He says, let him be accursed who teaches such
doctrine as that held by the Paul of the Acts.

By the common matter of the Synoptics, | take
Professor Sanday to mean that which the earliest
~ccossiblo version of Mark has in common with
matthew and Luke. But this omits the virgin-birth,
e passion and resurrection, and it contains not one
Ntlgle phrase ascribing to Jesus either goodness,
mnevolence or love.

Atul Pauls information is equally meagre. He
oils us nothing of the virgin-birth, nor of the miracles
mrist is alleged to havo performed. Indeed, on
'v® points only is Paul's testimony at all relevant, viz,

m crucifixion and tho resurrection. And on these
j'nts his evidence is contradicted by other con-
~N'Uporary Christian writers.  In 1 Corinthians xv.,
crso 0, he says that Christ, after his resurrection, was
,een of five hundred brethren at once. But according
0 the gospels, Christ showed himself only to the
Postles, and one or two devoted females; while
, cts i-, verse 15, states that after his ascension the
jAmber of Christ's followers was only about one
»Rjdred and twenty. While, too, Paul preaches
, Rrist, and Him crucified.” Peter says Christ was
Jmjged (Acts x. 39), as Paul himself does in

‘datians iii. 13.
it] Ic short, the only thing the epistles prove is Paul’s
~“mnpetence as a witness. No advocate who knew
a s easiness would ever think of calling as a witness
. I”rson °f such peculiar mental constitution as the

f° the Gentiles. According to his own show-

~ev.i ewas continually seeing visions and receiving
kne atJ°ns- In 2 Corinthians (v. 2, 3) he says, “ I
tle v a man in Christ fourteen years ago, whether in
bO(fy I cannot tell; or whether out of the body 1
eyg~cf fell: God knoweth.”  So that Paul could not
\ajri ‘Miegoish between what was subjective and what
iw elective. In 1 Corinthians xv. 8, he puts the
PiigL”~cDon on a leyel with one of his visions. Well
ke say, as he does in 2 Corinthians xi. 23, “ |

as a fool.” And it is tho evidence of snch a
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witness supplemented by certain “ common matter”
wholly irrelevant to the issue that is to establish the
historical character of the Christ of the gospels. Oh,
Professor Sanday ! A. Liddle.

THE MIRACULOUS PORTRAIT OF JESUS CHRIST.
THE VERONICA HANDKERCHIEF.
Thk fabulous story of the portrait of Jesus Christ, imprinted
on a handkerchief, seems to have had an early origin, and yet
it has some features that appear quite modern.

In the Gospel of Nicodemus the composition of which is
variously assigned to the second, the third and the fifth cen-
lurios, the “ God-fearing Jew ” produces witnesses before
Pontius Pilate to testify to the good work of Jesus. One of
these was a woman named Veronica, who says : “ Twelve years
I was in an issue of blood, and | only touched the edge of his
garment, and directly | was cured.”

In an apocryphal gospel of apparently late date, entitled
“ The death of Pilate,” we read that Tiberius Ciesar, being
very ill and hearing of Jesus, who cured by a word, sent a
messenger to tell Pilate to send Jesus to him. AVhen the man
got there, Pilate was sorry to inform him that Jesus was dead.
The man then happened to meet a woman named Veronica, who
had a portrait of Jesus which she obtained in a miraculous
manner. While on her way to a portrait painter with a canvass
on which she wanted a likeness of Jesus painted, Jesus him-
self met her, and asked her where she was going. She told
him her purpose. He asked to take the cloth, and having taken
it, handed it back to her with a true likeness of himself im-
pressed upon it. By gazing on this picture, said Veronica, the
emperor would be cured. The messenger wanted to buy it.
She refused to sell it, but was willing to go with it to Rome.
So tho messenger took her to Rome and the sight of the picture
restored the emperor to health.

Another apocryphal gospel, entitled “ The Avenging of the
Savior,” tells us that tho messenger inquired for the portrait,
and was told that Veronica had it. He sent for her and she
denied it, but being put to the torturo confessed that she bad
it wrapped in clean linen, and that sho daily adored it. The
picture being produced, tho messenger returned to Rome with
if, accompanied by the woman and all the disciples of Jesus.
The sight of the portrait cured the emperor and every other
diseased person present. Then Tiberius was baptised by the
captain of the vessel, and was “ instructed in all the articles of
faith.”

Another different story of the portrait is referrod to in an
editorial note on the text of Eusebius concerning Christ and
Abgarus. The note is as follows:

“ How that Abgarus, governor of Edossa, sent his letter unto
Jesus, and withal a certain painter, who might view him well,
and bring unto him back again the livoly picture of Jesus.
But tho painter not being ablo, for the glorious brightness of
his gracious countenance, to look at him so steadily as to catch
his likeness, our Savior himself took an handkerchief, and laid
it on his divine and lovely face, and by wiping his face, his
picture became impressed on tho handkerchief, which ho sout
to Abgarus.”

This story, says Robert Taylor, is severely censured by Nice-
phorus, a Groek writer of tho ninth century. Taylor also
copies from Blount's Philostratus tho following prayer,
extracted from a Roman Catholic Liturgy or Manual of True
Piety.

“ Tho prayer to Voronica.

“ Hail, holy face, impressed on cloth I Purge us from every
spot of vice, and join us to tho society of tho blessed, O
blessod figure.”

A very suspicious circumstance in regard to tho name
Veronica is its possible derivation from tho Latin words vera
and icon, “ true image.”

Vcra-icon would bo easily aud naturally converted by Italians
into Veronica.

Furthermore it is possible that the story is an invention of
the Benedictine monks, who, according to tho learnod Jesuit,
Hardouin, forged nearly all the Christian litoraturo which
purports to antedato tho revival of loaruing.

—Ilronclad Age. Antichrist.

INGERSOLL ON LABOR.

And let mo tell you what I mean by liberty of tho body. It
is to givo overy man what he earns with his hands. And this
great question of division has got to bo settled even in the
United States. Capital takes too much ; labor gets too little.
Labor will not always live in a hut with capital living in a
palace. Flesh and blood are more sacred than gold, and tho
timo will cotno when tho law will boo that every man has the
right to life, liberty, aud not oidy the pursuit of happiness,
but the right to catch some of it before he dies. | want to live
until | find an aristocracy of honesty, of generosity ; an
aristocracy of intelligence ; an aristocracy of heart aud brain.
1 am sick of tho old kind. | want liberty for every man. |
do not believe in tho law of supply aud demand as applied to
flesh and blood. If they who toil cannot have some of the
good things of this world, then | do not want anybody to havo
them.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

BISHOP TEMPLE DEFENDED.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Fie,— In your leading article of August 6, amongst other
complimentary statements as to the character and actions of
the Bishop of London, you observe that “ His Lordship is of
that ambiguous class of social reformers, whose procept and
practice can only be squared by a very subtle geometry.”

There can be no doubt that in penning that you meant to
state that Dr. Temple, while posing as a teetotaller, was very
fond of a glass of “ his ‘ very excellent’ claret.” And | quit9
believe that you really thought the Bishop was the hypocrite
you call him later on.

Now, as you are continually declaring yourself to be a
lover of truth, and a lover of mankind, you will be delighted
to make some amends to the man you have unwittingly
maligned, by printing this letter in your issue of August 20,
inasmuch as | am able to state, not hurriedly, but on the
best authority, that the Bishop of London is a total abstainer
in the strictest sense, but does not compel others to abstain.
No alcohol is drunk either by himself or by his family.

For my own part | think it specially admirable in a man,
whose whole heart and soul are for self-denying temperance,
that be should not compel his guests to be teetotallers like

himself and his family.— Yours etc.,
0. Lloyd Engstrom.

Christian Evidence Society, 13 Buckingham-street,
Strand, London, W.C. August 10, 1893.

P.8.—1 am proud to be one of the clergy of a Bishop,
who is, beyond all things else, an honest Man.

[After this handsome, and also judicious, defence of bis
Bishop, Mr. EDgstrom is entitled to a bottle of that “ excel-
lent claret ” out of the episcopal cellar. We let his letter
speak for itself; merely adding, on our own part, that when
a man’s butler praises his wines, it is a natural inference that
he diinks them himself.—Editor,1

CHURCH DATES.
TO THE EDITOE OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Fir,— Though “ E. P.” has only a hearsay knowledge of
Professor Johnson’s views, he seems aware of the dubious
character of documentary evidence. His own argument from
buildings is more substantial as far as it goes. But it is not
conclusive. Different styles of church architecture may have
co-existed in the past as at present. A century or so may
suffice for all the differences in Gothic architecture. What
are supposed to be cruder and earlier churches may have
been those on which inferior taste and inferior workmen were
employed. As with family pedigrees, there is a disposition
to antedate old buildings. This is shown by the evidence of
trees surrounding old abbeys and cathedrals, which are
invariably found to be much later than the age assigned to
the buildings, though there is no evidence of replantation.
“ E. P.” does not tell us the dates of the buildings or mosaics
with “ texts quoted from the New Testament.” | think he
has not to go far back, either with pictures, mosaics or
buildings, to find the ideas are taken from other sources—as
for instance the cross, the nimbus, the vesica pisces, and the
other main symbols of ecclesiology. Even when, as with the
dove and the lamb, they are found in the New Testament, the
symbols may have preceded the documents.

Mac Sweeney Sechndds.

SAMUEL FOX AND HIS HAT.
And therein of Custom, Conformity, Conscience, Compromise,
and Character.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER."

“ He who lets the world, or his own portion of it, choose his
plan of life for him, has no need of any other faculty than the
ape-like one of imitation. He who chooses his plan for himself
employs all his faculties."— John Stuart Mill.

Dear Sie,— You have scant sympathy with Samuel Fox.
“ Hats are removable in Secular Halls as well as in churches.”
I do not think you would, like the Lord Mayor, imprison a
man for breach of etiquette, for it seems to me that the
feeling which prompts to this is similar to that which
imprisoned yourself for attacking the Christian myths. It is
mere resentment at Nonconformity. Thomas Carlyle thought
the donning of a leather suit, by George Fox, “ Perhaps the
most remarkable incident in Modern History.” 1, then, may
be pardoned for thinking Samuel Fox’s now much battered
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brown hat as significant as some Kkingly crowns. That
old tile may cover important matters. True, | regard hat
doffing or hat donning as trivial. I have had more drilling
in manners than in manliness.  But to Samuel Fox, with his
Quaker blood and training, the matter is momentous,
affecting the fundamental right to develop one's own
character without servility to others.  The claim to control
outward manners, is the claim to repress inward character.
To me this is repugnant. If Mr. Fox enters my house, | not
knowing him, may ask his permission to hang up his hat.
But if he states that he prefers to remain covered, | must
respect his idiosyncrasy, as | wish him to respect mine.
Why should he be treated differently in a Secular Hall ? In
a church he is on a superior footing. In a bouse, secular
hall, or private chapel, he is a visitor. But in a church he
has the legal right of entrance of all parishioners and
citizens.  Why should he not be covered if he choose, as he
may in the British Museum V It is not as at a theatre where
the headgear may obstruct the view, and even here much
forbearance is shown, especially to women. The action
is truly self-regarding. Liberty of thought and discussion
have been nearly won by the hard struggles of Freethinkers.
Let us not sneer at those who claim to carry out their liberty
in inoffensive action. For Samuel Fox is not a brawler, and
ho is constitutionally so delicate, that imprisonment would
mean martyrdom. *“ Intelligent deviation from custom,” said
Mill, “ is better than a blind and mechanical adhesion to it.”
Why should not individuality show itself in dress? Why
should one woman be hooted for wearing a crinoline, and
another for wearing a divided skirt? If | choose a turban
rather than a chimney pot, why should my sour grapes set
others teeth on edge ?

This spring, to have appeared on the Stock Exchange in a
straw hat would have been an heinous offence, warranting
expulsion. But ;he hot weather came. A FreethinkiDg
member appeared in his straw, to the horror of some, but
the innovation soon found followers. | am not contending
Samuel Fox’s is the most intelligent deviation from custom,
but | do say the attempt to crush it out is the way to hinder
improvement. The question of conformity to custom is one
for the individual conscience. If Freethinkers had always
conformed to the oath without protest, we should never have
had the Evidence Amendment Act. If | enter a church |
remove my hat, because | regard it as indifferent; but | do
not recite the Creed nor bow at the name of Jesus, for this |
should feel as inconsistent with my convictions and self-
respect. If taking off the hat implied to me, what | suppose it
originally meant, reverence for supernatural beings whose houso
the church was supposed to be, I could no more do that than
bow at “ the sacred name.” | have had a crowd howling at
and threatening me because | did not rise and remove my hat
when “ God 8ave the Queen ” was played. Not owning any
God and having no particular regard for the lady in question,
I did not choose to have my action dictated by others. Hence
the sympathy with Fox as with his greater namesake. The
faith of George Fox was puerile. Yet he held it, even face
to face with Cromwell, with sturdy dignity, proving “ tho man
o’ independent mind is king o’ men for a' that." With the
creed of a child, George Fox had the heart of a hero.
Believing that cranks are tho salt of the earth, kindly allow
me to sign myself, A Kiunk.

THE METHODS OF CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE
LECTURERS.

It has several times occurred to mo that Christian Evidence
lectureis have a draught of their discourses prepared for them
at headquarters. From each one you will hear the saw®
stock arguments, the same old “ wheezes,” the same analog!®8
used in illustration, the same garbled extracts, the sam®
fallacious reasoning. It did not occur to me, however, tba
any one of those gentlemen would set forth his ability as an
illogical reasoner, as a recommendation. Nevertheless, tni
has been done by Mr. George Wise in an eight-page circular
soliciting engagements as a lecturer. Amongst *b®
testimonials in the circular, is the following :—

“ 1 have known Mr. George Wise for tho last few' |ear0
personally, and as a Christian Evidence lecturer. |
formed a very high opinion of the purity and devotedness
bis life to God and his Christ. While, as a lecturer™”
Christian evidences, | have never heard his equal in his o
department of Apologetics; he excels in tho argument'ml j
hominem in his lectures, and in dealing with an opponen .
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only wish there were more such men so necessary for these
times.
“ Richard Hobson,
" Vicar of St. Nathaniel's Church, Liverpool.”
“ May 12, 1893.”

Professor Jevons, in his Elementary Lessons in Logic, thus
describes the argumentum ad hominem, in which Mr. Wise
excels :(—*“ This fallacy is, in fact, the great resource of those
who have to support a weak case. (Italics mine). It is not
unknown in the legal profession, and an attorney for the
defendants in a lawsuit is said to have handed to the barrister
his brief marked, *No case ; abuse the plaintiff's attorney.’
Whoever thus uses what is known as the arqumentum ad
hominem, that is an argument which rests, not upon the
merits of the case, but the character or position of those
engaged in it, commits this fallacy.”

It is very signiScant that the religion which is alleged to
have been ushered into the world with a blast of angelic
trumpets nineteen centuries ago, has now to rely for support
on unwarranted— and, in many cases, unfounded— attacks on
the characters of individuals living in the present generation.
As Mr. Hobson admits, they are “ so necessary for these
times.”

It goes without saying that those who decline to be
convinced by illogical methods are dubbed * infidels,” which
Jeremy Bentham would probably class amongst “ question-
begging epithets.” Caustic Soda.

The Select Committee of the House of Commons on the
subject of the attendance of registrars at Nonconformist
marriages, recommend that in future this be dispensed with,
the officiating minister acting as registrar, and periodically
sending the official copies of the registers to Somerset House.
Power is proposed to be given to the Registrar-General to
Withhold the certificate from ministers of any sect so small
°r so irregular as to make it doubtful whether the premises
are safe for the custody of the register.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notice! of Lecture«, etc., mutt reach ut by firtt post on Tuesday, and
be marked 11 Lecture Notice," if not tent on poit-eard.]

LONDON.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 7, musical selections;
'emto, A. B. Moss,« Design and Natural Selection ” (3d., 6d.,and Ir.)

Battersea Secular Hall (hack of Battersea Park Station): Sun-
dav and Tuesday at 8.30, social gatherings (free). Wednesday at
8-L5, dramatic class.

Camberwell—61 New Ohurch-road, B.E.:
*v-C.S., «The Origin of Life.”

Notting Hill Gate—«Duke of York,” Kensington-place, Silver-
etreeti Monday at 8.30, West London Branch business meeting.

7.30, J. B. Coppock,

Open-aib Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: C. James, 11.15, "Bruno: his Life and

*nilosophy”; 3.80, «Confucius, Buddha, and Chiist”; 7.15,
Hoes the New Testament Teach Eternal Torment ?” Monday
L O. James, «Christian Evidences.”

Bethnal Green (opposite St. John's Church): 11.15, Mr.

H John will lecture.
Camberwell—Statio-n.road: 11.30, J. B. Coppock, F.C.S., «Yari-
lls Phases of Evolution.”
Hammersmith (corner of The Grove):
H. Courtney, « Holy Liars.”
~AHammersmith Bridge (Middlesex side): 6.30, C.Cohen « Mission.

Thursday, Aug. 24, at

Hyde Park (near Marhle-arch): 11.30, A. B. Moss, « The Bible

Evolution’ ; 3.30, a lecture. Wednesday at 8, Mr. St. John
IH lecture.
Kilburn (corner of Victoria-road, High-road); 8.30, Il. Courtney
11 lecture.
., Keyton — High-road (near Vicarage-road): 11.30, C. Cohen,

“ «.bef and Prayer.”
"Liu End Waste: 11.30, C. J. Hunt, « Salvation.”

j, 1@ Pimlico Pier« 11.30, Stanley Jones, «The Christian
V'.gion.”

8:ic’oria Park (near the fountain):
iu.~nley Jones will lecture.

Boo,«* # instow — Markliouse-road :

3.15, C. Cohen will lecture;

6.30, R. Rosetti, “ Russian

COUNTRY.
Nyr!'vV~eRffield—Friendly and Trades Societies’ Hall (No. 9 Room),
il i~n'berland-street: Tuesdav at, 8, business meetiDg.
George's Hall, 8 Al-.on-street: 7, N. B. Billany will

«MINPcol-OddfeHows’ HaH.St.Anne-street: 7, L. Small, B.Sc.,
Man V n*Kct between Science and Religion.”
All u“pbester N.8.8., Secular Hall, Rusholine-road, Oxford.road,
6.30 John M. Robertson, 11, « The Ethics of Marriage ” ;
Goc'l(. | r* Balfour's Policy in Religion.” Tuesday at 8, debating
» Wood, a Paper, «A Full Quiver.”
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Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea
7, a meeting.

Sheffield—Hall of Science. Rockingham-street: W. Heaford,
3, « Insanity in Relation to Religion”; 7, “ Mrs. Besant’s Theo-

sophy: its Follies and Superstitions.”
South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street:

7.30, business meeting.

Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street:

« Liberty,”

7, T. Pearson,

Open-aik Propaganda.

Bradford—Market-ground, Godwin-streets

will lecture.

6.30, John Grange

Brighton (on the Level): 3.30, a demonstration.
Sheffield, near the Monolith, Fargate : 11, W. Heaford, “ Chris-
tian Evidences: what are they Worth?”

Sunderland—Opposite the
6, an address.

LECTURERS’

8tepiien H. A lison,

Wood Green;
Finsbury Park.

Wheat Sheaf,”

Monkwearmouth :

ENGAGEMENTS.

Democratic Club, Essex.street,
W.C.—Aug. 20, m., Midland Arches; 27, Mile End.
10, m., Camberwell ;

Strand,
Sept. 3, m,
17, m., Midland Arches; a.,

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, E.—Aug. 20, m., Ley-

ton;

a., Victoria Park ; e., Hammers.uiili.

Stanlet Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—

Aug. 20, a., Hyde Park; e, Victoria Park; 27, Chatham.
e., Hammersmith ;

m., Mile End; a., Hyde Park;
Green; a., Hyde Park;

17, m., Bethnal Green;

Sept. 3,
lo, m., Wood
a, Hyde Park;

24,m., Victoria Park; a., Hyde Park.

Akthuk B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe,
Aug. 20, m., Hyde Park; 27, m.,
Edmonton;

e., Camberwell; 17, e,

Kilburn.

London, S.E.
Sept. 3, in. and
Westminster; e.,

Wood Green.
24, in.,

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.— Aug. 20, m, Clerkcnwell
Green ; 27, m, Hyde Park; a., Regent's Park. Sept. 3, m., Clerben-

well Green;

10, m., Hyde Park;

e., Battersea; 17, m., Camber,

well; 24, m , Battersea ; a., Regent's Park.

Sam Standking,
Newington.

St. John,
m., Bethnal Green;
m., Victoria Park; e., Kilburn ;

16 Grav's Inn-road, E.C.—Aug. 27, a, Stoke
Oct. 14 and 15, Salford; 16, Rochdale.

8 Norland-road North, Notting Hill, W.__Aug. 20
27, a., Hyue Park ;
10, m., Bethnal Green ; e., Ham"’

e., Kennington. 8ept.V

mersmith; 17, m., Battersea; 24, m., Finsbury Park

Works by G. W. Foote.

The Grand Old Book. A reply
to the Grand Old Man. An Ex-
haustive answer to the .Right Hon
W. E. Gladstone’s “ Impregnable
Rock of Holy Scripture/’ ls.
Bound in cloth, Is. Gd.

Is Socialism Sound? Pour
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.
Superior edition, cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. fid.

Letter to the Clergy. First
Units. 128pp., Is

A Defence of Free Speech.
Three Hours’' Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a
Special Preface ami many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Sfrmons and other
FANTASIAS. Contents:—A Ser-
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon
—A Sermon on Sin—A Bishop
in the Workhouse—A Christmas
Sermon—Christmas Eve in Hea-
ven—Bishop Trimmer's Sunday
Diary—The Judge and the Devil
—Satan and Michael—The First
Christmas — Adam’s Breeches—
The Fall of Eve — Joshua at
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon
on Judas Iscariot. 8d.

Darwin on God. Cd. Superior
edition, in cloth, Is.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, incloth, Is. 8d.

Reminiscences of Charles
Bradlaugh. fid.

Rome or Atheism—the Groat
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesns Christ, id.

Interview with the Devil. 2d

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing
Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W.
Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended agst
Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane ? A search-
ing inquiry into the mental con-
dition of the Prophet of Naza-
reth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Ueply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What Was Christ? A Reply
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light

on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.
Is the Bible Inspired? A

Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id
The Dying Atheist. A Story.
id.

The Rev.Hugh Price Hughes’
Convened Atheist. A Lie in
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A
Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosoph?/.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 1d.

The New Cagliostro. An
Open Lotter to Madame Blavat-
sky. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
what Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for
Royalty. 2d.
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CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIES.

In the Church Times, July 28, is an interesting article on
“ A Pilgrimage to Lourdes.” The writer went on his bicycle,
called at Chartres and saw the Black Virgin, and the altar
said to hare been erected by Druids to the Virgo Paturita,
then at St. Maure, on Sunday, saw another curious Pagan
survival. “ A young woman, carrying two long thin loaves
wrapped in a white napkin, was led to a chancel step, where
both she and her loaves were sprinkled with holy water by
the priest, who said some prayers as though performing a
Churching.” But the most interesting item to arcbteologists,
is the writers’ visit to the Temple de St. Jean, Poitiers, said

to go back to the earliest times of Christianity.  The work-
men were furbishing up old stones, some of them being
marked with the cross and other Christian devices. “ Engaged

in chiselling one of these casts was an elderly man much
intent on his work, with a long rather ragged grey beard, and
dressed in the ordinary workman’'s cotton smock, whom my

guide surprised me by addressing as ‘Mon pere” On
inquiry, I found he was a Belgian Jesuit priest, who for
thirty years had worked in this building as | saw him,

saying his Mass at the cathedral hard by, and, doubtless, his
Office in private, hut otherwise living like a common work-
man ; his object, which | believe he has entirely achieved,
being to establish beyond question that the Temple de
St. Jean was an ancient Christian Baptistery, not, as some had
maintained, a pagan temple.” Be sure the Jesuits did not
send him there thirty years for nothing.

READY NEXT WEEK.

WILL GRSTAELS?

G. W. FOOTE.

A thorough Examination of the Claims of Jesus Christ

to he considered the Savior of the World.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

It. PonnKn, 28 Stonecuttor-etreet, London, E.O.

Flowers of Freethought.

By G. W. FOOTE.

FIFTY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.

321pp., hound in cloth, 2s. Cd.

It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C,

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. It HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S,, M.N.S.S.
ICO pages, with portrait ana autography hound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post free.

*** |n order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
moat important parta of the book are iaaued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Holmes’

amphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-

lalthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both the Book and the Pamphlet may be had of R. FORDKII,28 Stone-
catter-street, London, or of the Author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.
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In the Contemporary Review an article on “ The New
Islam,” by Mr. Edward Sell, shows that Freethought is
spreading even amoDg the Mahommedans. The increasing
sect of Mutzalas, for instance, deny the infallibility of
Mohammed and the Koran. These Freethinking Moslems
also favor monogany and the abolition of slavery.

A chapter on marriage in the Burmese census reports may
suggest that these heathen, who are Buddhists, might not be
much improved by becoming Christians. Though polygamy
is free, “ most Burmese have only one wife.” The reason
for this is stated to be that divorce is very easy ; either party
wishing a separation can take his or her property and no
more. The other party has the rest, including the house and
children. The safeguard against frequent divorce is not
only public opinion, but the self-respect of women, who
refuse to marry divorced persons. The report says : “ Divorce
is very rare, a fact attributable equally, perhaps, to the high
position occupied by women in Burmese society, the care with
which marriage contracts are entered into, and the extreme
evenness of temper which characterises both sexes.” Perhaps
Christians might even learn something from the heathen
Burmese. o

Sir Gerard Portal, says the Berliner Tagehlatt, is deter-
mined to have a serious talk with the Christian missionaries
in Uganda, and to forbid them in future to interfere in
politics, they having in this way already done so much harm
to the country.

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

*x RSN P £

Being tho Sephcr Toldoth Jeshi,

The Jewish Life of Christ.
With an Historical Preface anil

or Book of the Generation of Jesus.
Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. 11. Wheeler. Paper covers,
6d. Superior edition, on supertine paper, bound in cloth, Is, (id.
Crimes Of Christianity. Vol. I. Hundreds of exact Refer-
ences to Standard Authorities. No pains spared to make it a com-
plete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.
Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine ; 2, Constantine to Hypatia;
ii. Monkery ; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds; li. Jtise of the

Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews ; 9, The
Crusades. Cloth gilt, 216pp., 2s. (id.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bcntham. 3d.

The Church of England Catechism Kxamined. By Jeremy

Benthain. A trenchant analysis, in Bentham’s best manner, showing
bow the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools,
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler. Is.

Frjs Will and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry concern-
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1716,
Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote, and a
Biographical Introduction by J. SI. Wheeler.  Paper covers, Is.!
superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s

The Essence of Religion. God tho Imago of Man, Man*

Dependence upon Nature, the Last and Only Source of Religion. By
Ludwig Feuerbach. Is.
The Mortality of the Soul. By David ITume. With an

Introduction by G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after

j Hume's death. It is not included in the ordinary editions of the
Easayn. Professor Huxley calls it “ A remarkable essay" and “ a
model of clear and vigorous statement.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An argumont against Frco Will ana
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Hume. Id.

A Refutation of Deism. In a Dialogue. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 4d.

Life, Death, and Immortality. Two Essays, an Extract,
and aSonnet. By Percy Bysshe Shelley. 2d.

Darwin made Easy. By Hr. E. B. Aveling, Fellow of tin*
London University. This is the best popular exposition of Darwin*
ism extant. Cloth, Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Nowman (Athenst
tirother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by GeorBe
Jacob Holyoake and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler, js. t' =

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christian®-
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete, paper covers, s.
Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s. Also

parts as follows—

1 BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. The contradictions arc prmted >>
parallel columns. 4d.

2. BIBLE ABSURDITIES. AIll the chief Absurdities from Gene”
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, withapP
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a a
tence. 4d.

3. BIBLE ATROCITIES.

Genesis to Revelation.

Containing all the godly wicked«®»* iron
Each infamy has a separate headline

’

easy reference. 4d. rrPS.
4. BIBL IMMORALITIES. [INDECENCIES, OBSCENITY '
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

R. FonDBR, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

SKULLS

A LECTURE
BY

COLONEL ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

Price Twopence.
R, FoBdeh, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E,0
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SHE HEARD HEAVENLY MUSIC.

A devout woman of a fashionable
suburb was recently sick, as her family
and friends believed, unto death. She
had made her preparations, and was daily
awaiting her end with patient resignation.

Her hours of suffering were cheered by
the glimpses of the unseen world that
came to her, and one day she called to
her attendants, who were grouped around
her in hourly anticipation of her decease :

“ 0 that heavenly music! Don't you
hear it ?”

Strongly impressed, in spite of them-
selves, by her fervor, they strained their
ears to catch the harmonies of heaven,
~hen a cyclonic burst of Bound from a
street organ, manipulated by an Italian
across the street, swung full into the rol-
licking measures, “ Ta-ra-ra-boom-de-
ay.” accompanied by high kicking.

There was a moment’s silence in the
eick room, then an involuntary burst of
laughter, in which the sick woman
joined. From that moment a reaction
set in, and to-day she has the prospect of
fears of life before her.

At a Brighton Lodging-house.—Blan-
kety-blank—*“ You can get nothing here
fou can use.” Wife—" Oh, John, re-
member the recording angel.” John—
"Well, he never could write if ho had
such a damned pen as this.”

LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

Qeorge Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury-st.,
London, E.C.

(And sent through the Post Only).

legal eight hours’ question—Two
Nights’ Public Debate between Geo. Bernard
Hhaw and G. W. Foote. Verbatim Report, cor-
rected by both disputants. Undoubtedly this
's by far the best statement of both sides of the
., Juestion. 70 pages, post free, 7d.
«OLTa IRE’S Important Examination of the
-Holy Scriptures. Post free, 4jd.
i«kE PEOPLE'S HISTORY of the ENGLISH
ARISTOCRACY. By Geo.Standring. 174pp.,
fG'Dst free Is. 2d.
~OURT FLUNKEYS: Their "Work” and
r-.yages. By Geo. Standring. Post free Hd.
1«kE POPULATION QUESTION. By Dr.C.R.
Grysdale. A careful and complete statement
the Neo-Malthnsian position. 100pp., stout
Tul”~Per, portrait; post free,7d.
"E LIKE AND WRITINGS OF T. R.
M.AETIIUS. By C. R. Drysdale, M.D. 120pp.,
'v,th portrait of Maltlius. Should be read by
TnVery student of social problems. Post free 7d.
RE CAUSE OF POVERTY. A Paper read at
VIRNational Liberal Club, by Dr. C. R. Drys-
vSi®- Post free 2d.
¥'GETA1UAN FALLACIES.
1,;,rysdale. Post free 2td.
(i'Gi Il OF LIFE of Total Abstainers and of

ByDr.Chas.R.

federate Driukers Compared. By Dr. C. R.
wlysdale. Post free 2*d.
NEWEST MATERIALISM. Papers on

e Books of Mill, Comte. Bain, Spencer, Atkin-
SIn and Feuerbach. By William hlaccall.
published at os. post free Is.
AND MARRIAGE. By Dr. II. A
Hul'St. A most useful work. Post free Is. 9d.
SfS ON NURSING; and MONTHLY
PARSING. Invaluable books for the Home.
1fu5Jr*c 7d. each.
tet " LFE'S HANDBOOK, a work on mat-
of the utmost importance to Married
POfM?ien- By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free Kd
liei ATION AN1) SOCIAL REFORM.
a few plain words on a suppressed sub-
thr' ,Ny H. Roberts. 24 pages, post free
~-halfpence.
~c trade supplied by R. FORDER,
2X Stonecutter-street, E.C.

p "He the People s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo-
H (A?9*» Hou.e).—TEF.Trton VULCANITE,
f] '1, upper or lower set. £1. Best quality, 4s.
ren,. |!! “r lower, £2, completed In four hours
ChJ°u ' ,al>a|rin™ or alterations In two hours.
ioLrkex. ‘uoro than lho above they are fancy
»V Isa «.i0lll on_ platinum 7s. fld. each, on 18c.
“ta oping 2s. Cd., extraction lv., painless by

The Freethinker,

GOD'S PROMISES EXPLAINED.

The gentle old vicar of a little church
was instructing a few “ yoke's ” whom he
hoped to present to the Bishop for con-
firmation. He was trying one night to
impress on them the trustworthiness of
all God’s promises, and the certainty of
future reward for humble Christian
endeavor in this life, in spite of endless
trials and troubles. "You know, my
boy,” he said to one hopeful, who
frightened crows and picked (tones for a
farmer, "it is just the same with your
work for God as your work for Mr.
Brown ; he tells you that if you do such
and such work for him during the week
he will pay you so much money on Satur-
day night ; and though he may not see
you, nor take any notice of you during
the week, he always pays you on Saturday
night, doesn’t he ?’

"Naw, sir, that he don’t,”
truthful but disconcerting reply.

was the

Schoolmistress—" And now, who was
Joan of Arc?” Infant Phenomenon—
“ One 0’ Noah's family.”

This is what the printer’'s devil set up.
“ Mr. X — in connection with his sham
work held an infernal meeting in Hell.”
For sham read " slum,” for infernal read
" informal,” for Hell read "Hull,” and
you will see what the author intended.

WORKS.

Some Mistakes of Moses. 132pp. ... i
Superior edition, cloth
The only comnlete edition in_ England.
Accuraté as Colenso, and fascinating as

a novel.

Defence of Freethought
A five honrs speech at the Trial of C. B.
Heynolds for Blasphemy.

Reply to Gladstone
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Rome or Reason Y
A Kopiy to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals

Oration on Walt W hitman

Oration on Voltaire

Abraham Lincoln

Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine.,,

Ernest Renan end Jesus Christ

True Religion ...

The Three Philanthropists

Love the Redeemer

Why 1 am an Agnostic.

Why | am an Agnostic.

God and the Wtate

Paine the Pioneer

Faith and Fact..............

God and Man

The Dying Creed

The Limits of Toleration
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. Coudert
amt Guv, H L. Won itord.

The Household of Faith 0

Art anil Morality 0

Do 1 Blaspheme ? 0

The Clergy and Common Sense 0

Social Salvation.............. 0

Marriage and Divorce.,. 0

The Great Mistake 0

0
0
0
0
0
0
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Part 1.
Part II.
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Creeds and Spirituality
Live Topics
Myth and Miracle
Real Blasphemy

Repairing the Idols
Christ and Miracles

It. FmtnuR, 2k Ktonecntter.street.. E.(I
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COMPOUND SULPHUR TABLETS
Fer every home.  They contain Bu'pbur ami Cre*n
of Tartar in the most approved form  Highly renonj
mended by the faculty and preset iberi by physicians
Price 7]d. per box, two for Is_Id., three for 1« 6d.
post free, from Win. Varley, Patent Medicine Stores
Kussell-roud, Garston.

MO FREETHINKEHS, Ladles and Gentlemen

requiring Superior Out Garment« at moderate

ce«. First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed.—

? Hamitom, Artiete Tailor, 14 Great Castle street, W.

Three door« from Regent Street. i.Patr«ni«ed by
leading freethinker«.]
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PKOFANE JOKES.

She—1 Mrs. Jackson used to be a fine
medium, but she says she has lost her
power.”

He—"V es; Jackson hates table-rap-
ping, so he put her up to asking her first
husband's spirit where he used to spend
his evenings.”

The bulletins of Pope Clement X 1V's
last illness, which were announced at the
Vatican, culminated in a very fair bull.
Tbe notices commenced with " His holi-
ness is very ill,” and ended with " His
infallibility is delirious.”

The minister sought to improve the
time by giving Bobby alesson in morality.
“ My boy,” he said, “ | have lived forty-
five years and have never used tobacco in
any form, never told a lie, nor swore, nor
played hookey, nor—"

" Have you got any little boys ?” inter-
rupted Bobby.

" No, | have never had any little hoys.”

" Well, they are mighty lucky,” said
Bobby.

Adam was doubtless the inventor of
the pioneer press—when he embraced
Eve for the first time.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

Should bn in the hands of every Married
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
the number of their family according to
their means, as it contains full particulars
of all Preventive Requisites recommended
by Dr. H. A. Allbutt and others; and
valuable information on matters of import,
ance necessary to be known by Married
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt
of stamp, to any partof the United Kingdom,
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter
postage.

Address—E. LAMBERT &SON, M.M.L.,
(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)

80 Queen’s Road, Dalston London, N.K,

W. J. Rendell’s
“WIFE'S FRIEND.”

Becommended by Mr«. Besant in ==l*aw of Popula-
tion,” page 82, and Dr. AUbutt in “ Wife'« Hand-
book,** page 61. Made «olely by J. Putien, 16 Ohad-
well.street, Clerkenwell i ;a. do»., po«t free (reduction
in larger quantities). For particular« «end «tamped
envelope. Higgin«on'» Syringe, with Vertical and
lieverse Current, 3«. 6d., 4«. 6d, and 6« 6d. Dr
Paltrf'V « Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, 1«. 2d.
Dr. Allbutt’» Quinine Powder«, 8s. doz. All price«

post free.
W. J. Rendell
15 Ch&dwell street, Clerkenwcll, E.C,

Near the“ Angel.”

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For further Particulars send «tamped direct«
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street.
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N-

MR. FOOTE'S PORTRAl

By ¢(MET.
Cabinet Size. One Shilling.
Post free, carefully packed, la. Id.

tsiPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINH.

THREE SHILLINGS.
Post free, St. Sd,
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SUMMERtNUMBER

“THE FREETHINKER.”

PORTRAITS.

Colonel Ingorsoll Profossor Tindall

Erasmus Moncure D. Conway
Profess’' Huxley John Morley
Profess Buchner (With Biographies)

CARTOONS.

The T1 iological Three-card Christian Socialism

Tri k The Freethought Bnom
A Good Jld Game Solomon iu vV jtlory
Visiting Angels Tho Death-Bed -ogio
Room for Salvationists Jophthah’s Daughter
The Simmer Soul-Saver Jonah and the Whalo say
God’s Covenant Good-bye

ARTICLES AND VERSE.

Queer Religions Sects

Bast Chapter in tho History
of God

A Letter from Heaven

A Christian Land

New Political Platform

A New Salvation Company

Dr. Bladderhead's Catechism

Christians Cornered

Religion and Insanity

The Summer Soul-Savor

Why F

The Good Young Man

Tim and Joe

Home Missionaries Wanted

Rib Ticklers. Etc.

Bible Relics

Badgor Boy at Sunday-school
AVRo will be Damned ?
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll

The Last Will of Jehovah
Praise of Folly

The Magic Wand

Another Gospel

Holiday Notes in Paris

God and the Devil

The Christian Evidence Man
Tho Town Crier

Miracle

Tho Fourth Commandment
Robert Burns

The First Coward

Printed onfine-toned paper.

32F PRICE SIXPENCE.

Handsome Wrapper.

«S. Post free 8d.

R. FonPKR, 28 Stonecuttor-streot, London, E.O.

SUMMER SALE

SECURE A BARGAIN BEFORE

The Freethinker.

August 20, 1893.

WHY BE ILL P

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von.l. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread,
Bread Making. Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question. Fruity
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Ci re of Disease,
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, iNervousness,
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long
Worms, Tape Worms, ltch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. Il. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
The Healing Power of Nature; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease;
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Food;
Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea Delusion ; Salt; Saline
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
Sleeplessness ; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for Workers, Shop
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout: and <n
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhcea, Ulcerated
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vort. Ill. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Health and Wealth; No More Death; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure
Air, and How to Get it; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and
Appetite ; Effects of Fasting ; Perfect Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers;
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc.
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live O:-e
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become B autiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubhs, Flatulence,
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vor.lV. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings
Banks, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its
Abuse, Macaroni, Salad3, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata. Against Butter. Poultices,
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi-
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitia or
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,
Epidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.
The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly boundjfor 5s. Gd
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers.
from the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. Id.
Rheumatism ; Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its
Causeand Cure. Post free 7d.—Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d.
Three Pamphlets to Young Men. Post free Is. Id.
*** All these boohs (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together aV
cloth in one volume. Post free 8s. Gd.
2J1 the above can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLTNSON, 4 Spanish Place,
Manchester Square, London, W.
Hours of Consultation are—Morning Lom 10am. to 1 p.m.;
10s. 6d. Evening from 6 to 8 ; fee, 6s.
Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. fid. Patients visited in the
country. Feeaccording to distance and the time occupied in going and
returning. Advice Given by post.

Postfree

ENDS AUGUST 31

IT IS TOO LATE.

A FEW MORE STARTLING PARCELS.

Lot A— Two Full Dress Lengths of Beautiful

Spots, Figures, etc., for 10s.

Goods in Tveeds, Diagonals, Stripes,

Lot B— Ooe Full Suit Length in Serge or Tweed for 11s. Gd.

Lot C—Two Splendid Trousers’' Lengths for 10s.

Lot D— One Very Fine Black Cashmere Dress Length for 8s. G1

Lot E— Twenty Yards of Remnants for Children’s Dresses for 12s.

Lot F— Blue Serge Sailor Suits to fit Boys up to six years, 3?. Gd. each.
Lot G— Splendid Lady’s Mackintosh for 10s.

Lot II— Gents' Scarboro shaped Mackintosh for 20s.

NEW AUTUMN & WINTER PATTERNS

READY SEPTEMBER 1

CT.D
LiLs

AGENTS Wil '§

(in every Town whoio not already Topresonlod) to fill up spare timo by pc" I"fi
our Gentlemen's Cloths, either in Out Longtlis or Garmonts Made to Moauu

This is agrand opportunity for persons to begin to add to their iucomo by showing our samples amongst their friouds.

This is an Agency that is—

EASILY MANAGED, HIGHLY SATISFACTORY, AND PROFITABLE.

J, W. GOTT, CLOTH WAREHOUSE, BRADFORD

Printed and Published by G. W mFoote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C,



