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RELIGION AND MONEY.

“ Every religion is a getting religion; for though I myself
Set nothing, | am subordinate to those that do. So you may
find a lawyer in the Temple that gets little for the present;
hut ho is fitting himself to be in time one of those great ones
that do get.”—Sklden’s Table Tall-.

“ The Divine stands wrapt up in his cloud of mysteries, and
the amused Laity must pay Tithes and Veneration to be kept
m obscurity, grounding their hope of future knowledge on a
competent stock of present ignorance.”—George Farquhar.

Keligion and priestcraft may not be the same thing
in essence. That is a point on which we do not intend
to dogmatise, and this is not the opportunity to argue
it. But 'practically religion and priestcraft are the
same thing. They are inextricably bound up together,
and they will suffer a common fate. In saying this,
however, we must be understood to use the word
(treligion” in its ordinary sense, as synonymous with
theology. Religion as non-supernatural, as the idealism
of morality, the sovereign bond of collective society,
la a matter with which we are not at present
concerned.

Priestcraft did not invent religion. To believe
that it did is the error of an impulsive and uninformed
scepticism. But priestcraft developed it, systematised
*t> enforced it, and perpetuated it. This could not
he effected, however, except in alliance with the
temporal power; and accordingly, in every country
—savage, barbaric, or civilised— the priests and the
privileged classes are found in harmony. They have
Occasional differences, but these are ultimately adjusted.
Sometimes the priesthood overrules the temporal
'Ower, but more frequently the former gives way to the
t&ter; indeed, it is instructive to watch how the course
?freligion has been so largely determined by political
thfluences. The development of Judaism was almost
o®tirely controlled by the political vicissitudes of the
Hebrews. The political power really decided the
8r®at controversy between Arianism and Athana-
8lanism. Politics again, twelve hundred years later,
fettled the bounds of the Reformation, not only for
‘he moment, but for subsequent centuries. Where
the prince’s sword was thrown into the scale, it deter-
mined the balance. England, for instance, was non-
£apal Catholic under Henry VI1I11., Protestant under
h'dward V1., papal-Catholic under Mary, and Pro-

liant again under Elizabeth ; although every one of
;hese changes, according to tho clergy, was dictated
the Holy Ghost.
m Priests and the privileged classes mmt settle their
K'uorences in some way, otherwise the people would
ecome too knowing, and too independent. Tho co-
operation of impostor and robber is necessary to the
amboozlement and exploitation of the masses. This
~'QOperation, indeed, is the great secret of the per-
ahenco of religion; and its policy is twofold—
Ration and the power of money,
he value of education may be inferred from the
Sch”~0 e®°rf3 °f the clergy to build and maintain
®°ls of their own, and to force their doctrines
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into the schools built and maintained by the State.
In this respect there is nothing to choose between
Church and Dissent. The reading of the Bible in
Board Schools is a compromise between themselves,
lest a worse thing should befall them both. If one
section were strong enough to upset the compromise
it would do so; in fact, the Church party is now
attempting this 6troke of policy on the London
School Board, with the avowed object of giving
a Church color to the religious teaching of the
children. The very same principle was at work
in former days, when none but Churchmen were
admitted to the universities or public positions. It
was a splendid means of maintaining the form of
religion which was bound up with the monarchy and
the aristocracy. Learning and influence were, as far
as possible, kept on the side of the established faith,
which thus became the master of the masters of the
people. This is perfectly obvious to the student of
history, and Freethinkers should lay its lesson to
heart. It is only by driving religion entirely out of
education, from the humblest school to the proudest
college, that we shall ever succeed in breaking the
power of priestcraft and freeing the people from the
bondage of superstition.

We could write a volume on this theme— the power
of education in maintaining religion ; but we must
be satisfied with the foregoing at present, and turn
our attention to the power of money. It is a wise
adage that money is the sinews of war. Fighting is
very largely, often wholly, a question of resources.
Troops may be ever so brave, generals ever so skil-
ful, but they will be beaten unless they have good
rifles and artillery, plenty of ammunition, and an
ample commissariat. Now the same thing obtains in
all warfare. It would be foolish, no less than base,
to deny the inspiring efficacy of ideas, tho electric
force of enthusiasm; but, however highly men may
be energised, they cannot act without instruments;
and money buys them, whether the instruments be
rifles and artillery, or schools, or churches, or any
kind of organisation.

Given churches with groat wealth, as well as
control over public education, and it is easy to
see that they will be able to perpetuato themselves.
Endowments are specially valuable. They are
rooted, so to speak, in the past, and hold firm.
They bear golden fruit to be plucked by the skilful
and adventurous. Besides, tho very age of an
endowed institution gives it a venerable air; and its
freedom from the full necessity of ” cadging” lends
it a certain “ respectability ”— like that of a man who
lives on his means, instead of earning his living.

It is not an extravagant calculation that, in England
alone, twenty millions a year are spent on religion.
The figures fall glibly from the tongue, butjust try to
realise them ! Think first of a thousand, then of a
thousand thousand, then of twenty times that. Take
a single million, and think what its expenditure might
do in the shaping of public opinion. A practical friend
of ours, a good Radical and Freethinker, said that he
would undertake to create a majority for Home Rule
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in England with a million of money; and if he spent
it judiciously, we think he might succeed. Well
then, just imagine, not one million, but twenty
millions, spent every year in maintaining and
propagating a certain religion. Is it not enough,
and more than enough, to perpetuate asystem which
is firmly founded, to begin with, on the education of
little children ?

Here lies the strength of Christianity. It is not
true, it is not useful. Its teachings and pretensions
are both seen through by tens of thousands, but
the wealth supports it. 1LWithout money and with-
out price ” is the fraudulent language of the pious
prospectus. It would never last on those terms.
The money keeps it up. Withdraw the money, and
the Black Army would disband, leaving the people
free to work out their secular salvation, without the
fear and trembling of a foolish faith.

G. W. FOOTE.

PROFESSOR EDWIN JOHNSON.

Many Freethinkers are now interested in the per-
sonality and opinions of Prof. Edwin Johnson, the
mociern Hardouin, who would bring to the service of
Freethought the historical scepticism with which the
Jesuit sought to pulverise the Benedictines. Owing
to Antiqua Mater, his first work of a Freethought
character, having been anonymous, his name does not
appear in my Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers,
although at the time when | reviewed that work both
in Progress and the Freethinker, | entered into a cor-
respondence with him which has since grown volu-

minous. A few brief particulars of the man and his
career may then not be out of place, and | here
supply them.

Mr. Johnson is the son of the late Rev. A. Johnson,
Congregational minister at Basingstoke and in
London. He was born November 9, 1842, and is
consequently exactly a year younger than the Prince
of Wales. His life has been entirely that of a scholar.
His father, I have been told by a very learned clergy-
man, was a scholar of learning and judgment. Our
author studied for the ministry at New College, South
Hampstead, from 1859—65. Among his tutors were
the Rev. R. Halley, D.D.; Rev. S. Nowth, D.D.; Rev.
J. H. Godwin; Rev. M. Nenner; Dr. E. Lankaster;
and Sir Wm. Smith, D.C.L., the renowned editor of
the Bible Dictionary and Dictionary ofGreekand Roman
Biography and Greek and Roman Antiquities, who,
about 1863, pronounced Edwin Johnson as one of the

most distinguished pupils he ever had. He gradu-
ated in Honors at London University. In 1865 Mr.
Johnson was ordained a Congregational minister,

officiating at Forest Hill till 1870, and from 1871 till
1879 at Boston, Lincolnshire. In that year he was
appointed Professor of Classics at theNewCollege,and
retained that position until 1887, when the chair,
with the Arts faculty, was done away with. Those
who care to look up the Congregationalist papers of
that day may perhaps discover the circumstances
under which this change took place. Suffice it to
say Prof. Johnson could not expect to enjoy outspoken
freedom in an orthodox college. He never had any
quarrel with his colleagues. Most of his life has
been occupied in research, and, if | understand the
man, he would not keep the result of his researches
to himself, even in teaching theological students their
classics.

During the period of his ministry ho edited the
Colloquies of Erasmus, translated Meyer’'s Critical
Handbook on the Romans, translated Ewald on the
Psalms for the Theological Translation Fund Library,
contributed to the Pulpit Commentary and wrote
in the British Quarterly Review, His Antiqua Mater
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was originally wrirten with three other essays, two
in Latin, for a Dutch Theological Society. Prof.
Loman gave him much encouragement, as did also
the late Ernest Havet.

His Antiqua Mater (published by Triibner in 1887)
was the result of an examination as to what testimony
was actually to be found in ancient literature as to
the existence of, and the alleged facts put forward
by, the Christian Church. Instead of going to any
of the numerous Christian compilations of evidences,
Mr. Johnson went to the documents themselves,
examining them as he would any other. The result was
meagre, not to say barren; only plain on the negative
side. The alleged testimonies of Josephus, Tacitus,
Pliny, and Suetonius he found spurious, like the old
Sibylline verses, epistles of Jesus and Abgarus, the
testimony of Phlegon and other forgeries, which did
duty as Christian evidences in pre-critical days. On
the other hand, there was a remarkable silence in
such writers as Plutarch, Pausanias, and Jpyenal.
The Pagan writers show no acquaintance with the
particulars of the gospel; nor do even the alleged
works of the apostolical fathers. Justin Martyr knew
nothing of Paul, and as to Jesus and the apostles it
is evident he had before him an ideal, not actual
persons of whose life and teachings any accurate
particulars has been recorded. The origin of
Christian tradition, he saw, lay not in verifiable fact,
but in cravings, imaginations, and aspirations, and
he says, * The question will again and again occur
whether men, who busied themselves with such
phantasies, had any grasp of an actual life once lived
among men at all.”

Brought thus to an impasse, Prof. Johnson resolved
to dig deeper to discover, if possible, when the first
stone of the church was laid, and to trace the growth
and completion of the structure. On this investigation
he found himself driven from point to point down-
ward. Early inscriptions, monuments, and paintings
were found wanting, and the documents of
ecclesiastical literature, all came from the monasteries
of the twin orders of St. Basil and St. Benedict.
These documents, the books of the New Testament
and the Christian Fathers, he found were at bottom
all monastic in character, written in and for the
cloister; and that the writers ascribed to the fourth

century, have identically the same stylo and the
same thoughts as those ascribed to the four-
teenth. Ho came to the conclusion that the

traditions of the Mohammedan church are earlier
forms of those hold in the Christian church,
and that the Christian scriptures must be dated
since the time of the Crusades. These results, and
others equally startling, are stated in his big book on
The Rise of Christendom. In reviewing that work in
the Freethinker 1 stated my difficulties in accepting
its positions, overturning, as they do, all received
history, even that of the colossal Gibbon. Since its
publication, and indeed before, I have given what
attention | could to the same problems, and, although
Prof. Johnson has not converted me, I am convinced
both that there is still a large field to bo carefully
explored, and that it is now incumbent on Christians
to prove their documents backwards from the age
publication, some 400 years ago. It is certain th»
the labors of a vast order of men, working for gene*
rations, will not be overturned in a day, but itis a'3
certain that Mr. Johnson has no such motives a3
animated tho monks. In making his conclusion3
known, he has lost the good will of the orthodox”
among whom he was brought up, and has feuu
himself deserted by his former tutors, pupils, an
friends. He will have tho consolations always op<®
to the conscientious scholar. For Prof. Johnson
emphatically a scholar. | call myself a bit of a boo”
worm. My life has been Bpont among books, an
attendant at tho British Museum jokingly taxes ry
with attempting to read all the books in that lih
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‘—a task as far from my desire as from any one’s
ability. Bat Prof. Johnson’s reading is far wider
than my own. He is complete master of monastic
Latin, and he has an expert's ability of seizing the
pith of a book. Hitherto bis work has been received
mnith silence rather than refuted. He is about to
contribute to the Freethinker a series of articles on
tho Church History ascribed to Eusebius, upon which
depends the truth or falsity of early Christian history,
and this introduction will, | think, bespeak for them
that attention their importance demands.
J. M. W heeler.

CHRISTIAN ETHICS.

Much time and ingenuity have been devoted by
theological writers to the exposition and defence of
mhat is termed Christian ethics. It is generally
supposed by orthodox believers that morality has a
divine sanction, and that it is necessarily associated
mith the Christian religion. In consequence of this
assumption great confusion of thought has arisen in
reference to the basis and nature of ethical culture.
Personally we have no difficulty in understanding
that by ethics is meant morality applied to the
duties and obligations of life. But when the term
Christian is associated with it, its proper meaning
appears to us to be entirely changed. It is then a
speculative force rather than the result of the opera-
tion of natural law.

Recognised exponents of Christian ethics have
defined it as “ living according to the teachings of
Christ and the Church.” When, however, we remem-
ber the different interpretations given of Christianity,
atd also when we bear in mind the variety of
Churches with their opposing teachings, we perceive
the difficulty such a definition involves. Theologians
have also alleged that ethical force is' “ the working
°f the power of Christ in the Christian consciousness.”
Put the objection to this allegation is, that “ the
power of Christ,” and the manner in which it is
~opposed to affect human consciousness, have never
been clearly explained. Speaking generally, the
Manifestations pertaining to Christian consciousness
havo been frequently observed where the profession
°f Christianity was entirely absent. It is further
asserted that there has been in man since the begin-
ning of tho human race, a spiritual guide, something
~hich determines right from wrong. If this is
L'ue, the claim of Christian ethics is invali-
dated, inasmuch as the manifestations of the power

Christ necessitate that ho should havo existed

the first appearance of man on the earth. The
Church’s idea that a knowledge of right has been
ievealed only through Christ, excludes it from all
~Hcient and modern nations, except those called
Christian. This means that, according to the con-
ation of theologians, the great majority of mankind
been, and still are, destitute of a notion of moral
°rder, or of a conception of right and wrong. To
~Net this difficulty it has been suggested that con-
M'enco might have been human before it was divine.
, nt this is clearly inadmissablo, even as a working
jvpothesis, because Christian ethics recognises only
conscience on which “ tho spirit of Christ” is
Porating. This power, whatever it may be, is unable
operate where Christ is unknown, and where his
huerice is unfelt, which is tho case among the

"Jonty of the human race.

W.e are told that the force which is new in Christian
%h’CS power to make moral obligation a moral
j? &and that the exercise of this power is the special
Ojlssi°u of Christianity. Facts of history and those

Personal experience show the inaccuracy of this

ancient times, long before Christ was
there existed and was practised a code of
as pure and as potent in its influence as any

be

Morality'
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that we have heard of since his advent. And surely
no one will contend that to-day ethical conduct within
the Church is superior to that in force among un-
believers. Professor Tyndall remarks, in his lecture
on Science and Man (p. 27) : “ If 1 wished to find
men who are scrupulous in their adherence to engage-
ments, whose words are their bond, and to whom
moral shiftiness of any kind is subjectively unknown;
if 1 wanted a loving father, a faithful husband, an
honorable neighbor, and a j ust citizen— I should seek
and find him among the band of Atheists. | have
known some of the most pronounced among them,
not only in life, but in death— seen them approaching
with open eyes the inexorable goal, with no dread of
a ‘hangman’s whip,” with no hope of a heavenly
crown, and still as mindful of their duties, and as
faithful in discharge of them, as if their eternal future
depended upon their latest deeds.” Here is a living
testimony— similar to those furnished by J. S. Mill,
Theo. Parker, and many other eminent writers— to
the power of morality apart from Christianity or from
any other supernatural religion.

For ourselves, without any influence of the " Spirit
of Christ,” we recognise our obligation to society as
a moral fact. It is society that develops both the
obligation and the conscience to obey it, and no
theological assumption will get rid of the natural
causes that operate in determining the actions of
men. Social morality arises out of a relation that is
human, and it grows with increasing knowledge and
experience. Its basis is in nature, and there it
discovers an incentive to perform deeds that are
noble, and to pursue conduct that is beneficial to the
commonwealth. Upon this the believer in natural
morality can rely, for “ Nature never did deceive tho
heart that loved her.” But how are wo to judge of
Christian morality ? Is the Spirit of Christ that of
love and peace, or of fire and the sword ? Is it the
spirit of forgiveness such as is said to have been shown
on the cross, or is it the spirit of vengeance which
we are told is to be manifested at the day of
judgment? Besides, if we assume that man
possesses some moral power like that indicated by
Christian ethics, a sort of minor deity within himself,
it must apply equally to the Jew, the Mohammedan,
the Buddhist, and the Froothinker. In that case wo
should get, as a result, the exhibition of every known
contradictory action found among the various groups
of mankind. Such a view of ethics requires us to
believe that man has some force differing in its
nature from all other manifestations of intelligence,
and that this force can determine untaught whether
actions are right or wrong. Moreover, Christian
ethics deprives us of all morality as such, for it
ascribes its force to the influence of the “ holy
spirit,” and does not attempt to establish human
action on observed facts, which is the method of
modern science. The Christian objects to natural
morality because it relies upon experience, but tho
influence derived from the teachings of Jesus, if it
exist, is as much an experience as is our belief
of what wo deem the supreme good. To say that
we have not attained the supreme good, and there-
fore cannot define what it is applies with equal forco
to Christian ethics, unless in tho latter case wo
are bound to accept it as true, independently of
experience.

We allege that in nature there is a standard of
moral conduct, and that though for a time it may bo
rendered obscure by mental darkness, the standard
still exists. This law is based upon the fitness of
things, and where this condition is found, moral
natures will necessarily be the result. The primary
truths in morals are as axiomatic as those in mathe-
matics, though the propositions deduced from them
require reason to discover their existence. As the
Christian writer, Cudworth, remarks, “ The distinc-
tion of right and wrong is discerned by reason, and
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as soon as these words are defined, it becomes
evident that it would be a contradiction in terms to
affirm that any process human or divine, could
change their nature.” We therefore refuse to relin-
quish our belief in the human character of ethics in
favAr of the assumption of divine morality, that is
based on the notion that man possesses some super-
natural power. We prefer our terrestrial feet to
celestial wings, and we feel safer in the realms of
experience than in the flights of theological conjecture.
This i3 the view of ethics that is finding favor more
and more among the intellects of modern times— a
view which we believe will ultimately supplant the
old idea of divinely regulated conduct. We believe
with Emerson, that “ No man can tell what religious
revolutions await us in the next years; and the edu
cation in the divinity colleges may well hesitate and
vary. But the science of ethics has no mutations;
and whoever feels any love or skill for ethical studies
may safely lay out all his strength and genius in
working that mine. The pulpit may shake, but this
platform will not. All the victories of religion belong

to the moral sentiments.”
Ciiarles W atts

A SPECIMEN OF FARRAR.

That highly rhetorical gentleman, as the Spectator
once called him— Archdeacon Farrar—has been un-
bosoming himself in Westminster Abbey on the
question of Science and Unbelief. At the outset of
his discourse Dr. Farrar very candidly allows that the
pulpit has declined immensely in influence, in modern
times, as a public instructor. “ There have been ages
in which the authority of the pulpit was dominant,

says the canon, and what ages they were! Ages of
intellectual darkness, of social stagnation, of priestly
imposture. “ Now,” we are told, “ it is far other-
wise; the predominance of influence has been trans'
ferred from the pulpit to the press.” The journalist,
in fact, has taken the place of the prophet of old,
with this difference— the journalist is open to criticism
and to contradiction, the prophet generally pretended
to be “sent by God,” and therefore above either
criticism or contradiction. Arrogant as we are some-
times told the journalist is, yet we fancy he can
hardly become as impudent as the prophet. Pigotts
in the press get found out in a few months at most;
it takes centuries to expose a Moses or a Mark. There
is, we believe, ajournalist to-day who considers jour-
nalists should be little deputy god-almightys, but,
really, poor old Jehovah has enough to bear already
without putting on his shoulders the responsibility
for every little vagary of Mr. Stead.

Archdeacon Farrar starts with a laudable exhorta-
tion to sincerity in preaching. Doubtless he considers
the exhortation is needed. He says the pulpit can
have no influence, and deservedly none, “ if preachers,
without thought, without knowledge, with no impas-
sioned love of truth, shut themselves up in the narrow
shell of ecclesiasticism, and have nothing better to
offer to men than empty shibboleths, silvery plati-
tudes, and silken euphemisms.” All which is very
good and righteous— if it is not mere silvery platitude
itself. And the idea that it is mere platitude is, un-
fortunately, liable to be strengthened as we follow
the Archdeacon’s discourse. Thus, fancy a well-off,
comfortable Churchman, who prides himself on his
friendships with princes and potentates, who preaches
the reigniDg *“ respectable” creed— with the least
little watering— inthegrandest “ respectable” Abbey,
bursting out in this strain; “ It is the function of
the true prophet to resist, to tell the truth and shame
the Devil, to champion every righteous and every un-
popular cause, to stand up before kings, and not be
ashamed to regard the friendship of the world as
enmity with God.” Just think of championing “ every
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unpopular cause ” from the pulpit of Westminster
Abbey ! It would be an interesting phenomenon, but
unfortunately it is a phenomenon which we fancy, in
the language of a newspaper-man the other day, will
synchronise with that other interesting era when pigs
begin to fly.

However, to come to the question of science and
its influence on religious belief, Dr. Farrar “ looks
upon the revelations of science as the conspicuous
glory of the age, but also as the infinite boon of
God.” Being a man of God, the preacher must drag
his employer into the business by hook or by crook.
He also “ looks upon it as a mere confusion of
thought, a confusion of language, to say that science
is opposed to revelation. Science is part of revela-
tion.” Now seriously, candidly, does this exemplify
that straightforwardness which Dr. Farrar inculcated
previously on his hearers ? What does Dr. Farrar
mean by “ revelation” ? He can only mean the
Bible. Does he then mean to argue that the results
and discoveries of modern science substantiate the
Bible ? Is he, too, after all his gush about sincerity,
going to juggle with Genesis, to tell us that “ round ”
means *“ square,” and *“ black,” if read properly,
really means “ white” ? It is all very well to talk
grandiosely of science being a “ part of revelation.”
What then if one part of “ revelation” contradicts
another part ? But Archdeacon Farrar carefully and
prudently remains on the ground of vague gene-
He does not condescend for a moment to

ralities.

take up a particular challenged case— say the “ crea-
tion story "— and show that science has verified the
old belief. Ho simply talks round the question in a

vague and general way. Thus he says that “ religion,
on one side, is nothing but a knowledge of God, and
science deepens our knowledge of God.” It may bo
well to remark that the science which “ deepens our
knowledge of God ” exists only in Dr. Farrar’'simagi-
nation. The astronomer sweeps the heavens with his
telescope, the naturalist pierces the infinitesimal with
bis microscope, the chemist decomposes substances
and rebuilds them from their constituent elements—
none of them find a trace of Dr. Farrar’'s God. Some
of them may believe, but they believe from early
training and prejudice, or from inference— good or
bad; they do not believe because of experiment, as
they do their scientific facts. But it is curious to see
the way Dr. Farrar argues the matter. This is the
gist of his reasoning : “ The Bible, properly inter-
preted, is the revelation of God. God cannot con-
tradict God. Therefore ftrue’ science and ‘real’
Bible agree.” This is choice. Between “ true”
science and “ true ” revelation there is no difference.
But there’s the rub. Between science and the Bible,
as we have it, there is contradiction, and serious,
radical contradiction. Dr. Farrar gets out of the
difficulty by assuming that therefore either the science
is not “ true” or our reading of the Bible is not
correct. Undoubtedly it is an accommodating kind
of thing. But one would imagine it never occurred
to Dr. Farrar that the premises may be faulty, that
science and the Bible may not be revelations from the
same infallible person. What Dr. Farrar does is to
simply lay down certain arbitrary and improved
premises, and then, when the deduction from those
premises is found untrue, declare that the fault is IQ
the interpretation of plain words or the observation
of plain facts. For our part, it seems much simpler,
and far less roundabout, to question the unproved
premises, to conclude that the Bible and science are
not revelations from some supernatural individual,
than to dive through a maze of questionable expI*1t*"
tions of clear language, to believe that when a boo
says “ days ” it doesn’t mean days, and when it say9
“ waters” it doesn't mean waters. Even if it wer®
admitted— for the sake of argument— that betWO®
“ true ” science and “ true ” Biblo there is no difloto
enee, how is Dr. Farrar helped ? Where are wo
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get at the “ true ” Bible when crowds of rival inter-
preters step in with their contradictory interpreta-
tions, and when, abandoning the plain meaning of
plain expressions, we lose ourselves in a crowd of
verbiage, much of which has not even the merit of
sincerity ?

Dr. Farrar discusses the question, ctDoes Science
tend to Unbelief?” ; and his method is the most
unoriginal and puerile that could be conceived.
Frankly, reading this discourse of Dr. Farrar's— (we
take the report in the Christian World Pulpit)— we
are led to meditate on how little it takes to rear a
great pulpit reputation. There is not even the
suggestion of an original thought, nay, not even an
old, forgotten thought, in the whole sermon. Take
this case of whether Science tends tn unbelief. What
is Dr. Farrar’s great argument? Why, to shout out
a list of eminent scientists who were Christians, and
either ignore the Freethinking scientists, or half
dishonestly suggest they were religious. “ Half
dishonestly ” may perhaps sound a strong word, and
~e are averse to bandying strong or offensive expres-
sions; but we shall presently seek to justify our use
of the word here. But first for the Christian scientists.
The canon asks : “ Whose name stands first in science
m our generation ?” The answer is Michael Faraday,
according to the archdeacon. Now, without in the
least detracting from the honor to which Faraday’s
service to chemical science justly entitles him, we
fancy most people would agree that the setting of
him up as the greatest scientist of the century is
entirely beyond the mark. It is precisely an example
°f that constitutional extravagance of statement
~hich is Dr. Farrar’s besetting sin. It would be
difficult, in fact almost impossible, to say who is the
greatest scientist of the century ; you cannot well get
a basis of comparison for men who work in different
channels, as most of the scientists do. One is a great
chemist, another a great biologist, a third a great
Astronomer. How can you compare their worth, except
dh a general way 1 But if we are going to back
Scientists against one another, surely Darwin and
fyndall would run Faraday very close— and probably,

the estimation of the majority, boat him any day.
f he fact, of course, is, that Faraday was a Christian,
though he “ lapsed” for a time, and caused much
Anxiety on the part of his comrades for his conversion,
a fact which of course Dr. Farrar doesn’'t state—
"dice the necessity to exaggerate Faraday’s import-
ance as a scientist. There is a story told of Faraday,
°f which the most that can be said is that it ought
t° be let sink into oblivion. A friend found Faraday
In teara one day, and inquired if he were ill. “ No,” he
said, “ it is not that” ; but, pointing to his Bible, he
Said, “ while men have this blessed book to teach them,
~hy will they go astray ?” The tale is pathetic ; for
‘here is something genuinely sad in the spectacle of
a great man talking drivel of that character. We
should be inclined to charitably assume that Faraday
AO0* ill, despite his own disclaimer. Sometimes
People are ill without knowing it. If the story be

re—and we give it on Dr. Farrar's authority— it
, ay just serve to point a truth that is sometimes
~gotten, that very great men very often say very
»°lish things. Great men, after all, are only men—
«®&h and blood, like the rest of us; and very often,
~ realms outside those in which their greatness has
eeQachieved, of no more authority than the ordinary
Anin the street. Frederick Ryan.

(To be concluded).

OATHS AND OEDEALS.
e European ancestors, who employed every moment the
j Pedient of swearing on extraordinary crosses and relics, wore
f*Si honorable in all engagements than their posterity, who,
experience, have omitted those ineffectual securities.—
A'®*“ History of England," Appendix i.
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ETHICAL LIBERALISM.
A Reply to Db. Janes by George Jacob Holyoake.

In England preachers increase who contend that Christianity
has caused or contains all the conditions of progress, which
Freethought has originated and established. This neither
convinces me nor attracts me. When Dr. Janes set forth
that Nature comprised the Christian doctrine of Providence,
I thought it lowered the lofty profession of Ethics to the
level of Christianity. My valued friends, Dr. Felix Adler
and Dr. Coit, have not done this; and I am on their side of

ethical teaching. Many parts of the Bible contain noble
precepts which | regard; there are many noble preachers of
Christianity whom | honor, and whose friendship | esteem
and reciprocate; but it is tbeir lives | regard rather than
their doctrine. If 1 knew Dr. Janes personally, no doubt |
should find that his honorable passion for proselytism has
led him too far in confounding Nature with Providence, yet
all the while his intentions are upright. 1 could not think
ill of a correspondent who wrote in the Freethinkers' Magazine.
With me, it is as a letter of recommendation in a philosopher
that he addresses its readers.

At the same time that | accept certain parts of scripture, |
do not believe others, and say so. | am an Eclectic. | take
on “ Heathen or on Christian ground ” what seems to me to
accord with reason and experience. All else | neither explain
away nor try to harmonise with what | accept. And as |
was of the ethical way of thinking before Dr. Janes, | stand
up for the dignity of disowning what contradicts ethical
truth. To Dr. Janes this seems *“ hysterical” or *“ illiberal
Liberalism ”— but it is my way, and | do not apologise for it.
He says there are “ implications of Christian doctrine from
which he dissents as strongly as myself ”— without seeing
that | dissent not only from the “ implications,” but from
the doctrine itself. Dr. Janes says: “ Oaly by obeying the
laws of God can man be profited—such is the teaching of
scripture.” I wish this was true. On the contrary, a
missionary may obey all the laws of God as set forth in
scripture, and Providence will do nothing for him in a storm
unless he obeys the laws of Nature in his provisions against
shipwreck. | believe in Nature, the larger God of mankind.

It is strange to find Dr. Janes treating the truths of
Evolution as understood and valued only by himself and his
school. | thought Evolution theories were originated and
vindicated mainly by Liberals. Ten years before Spencer
wrote, or Wallace pondered, or Darwin demonstrated, Charles
Southwell published in the Oracle ofReason William Chilton’s
articles on the “ Theory of Regular Gradation.” In those
days Christian defenders poured out their vials of wrath upon
us, and the contents of their vials wero vitriolic. They had
no idea of Dr. Janes’ discovery that their Providence was
concealed in the folds of Evolution. Liberals not understand
nor appreciate Evolution! What can Dr. Janes mean?
Liberals kept the gate through which Evolution entered into
Ethics.

I have oft had to vindicate Secular Ethics against clerical
adversaries, but never before against a professed teacher of
Ethics. My earliest friend among preachers was Theodore
Parker—the Jupiter of the pulpit, as Wendell Phillips once
described him to me ; Henry Ward Beecher, the Rev. Dr.
Everett Hale and Dr. Robert Collier I count it as great
advantage to have known and to know, and some other
American divines. In my own country | have personal
regard for the Rev. Stopford A. Brooke, the Rev. Dr. Joseph
Parker and Hugh Price Hughes, who are known also in
America, and others whose names would fill a page. They
all widely differ from me in opinion, and have sources of
inspiration not open to me. Except on grounds of intellectual
curiosity, | care nothing for the sources of whence many
noble preachers derive their inspiration of duty and service
to man. | have honor, appreciation, and gratitude for the
result. This is the type of “ Illiberal Liberalism,” which
Dr. Janes describes me “ as the exemplar.” Evolution com-
prises scientific grounds of toleration, nobler and greater than
Christianity has ever offered, or than the world has before
possessed. As | have not time to return to the subject, |
trust that Dr. Janes, in his wide-mindedness, will deem this
declaration satisfactory. | am for ethical teaching, unaggres-
sive, uncovetous of the errors of others, unambitious of
assimilating them, eclectic, tolerant, self-respecting and self-
sustaining.

— Freethinkers' Magazine,
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ACID DROPS,

Mr. John Umpleby, one of the National Secular Society’s
vice-presidents, has been the victim of a cowardly assault by
a brutal wretch named Thomas Brooks, who has been sent to
gaol for one month by the Blackburn magistrates, without
the option of a fine. Mr. Umpleby is seventy-seven years of
age, yet the ruffian Brooks threw him down, seized his head,
and bashed his face repeatedly against the ground, inflicting
serious injuries. It is a great wonder that the victim of this
atrocious outrage escaped with his life, and one month’s
imprisonment is an extremely moderate punishment for such
an offence. Mr. Umpleby is a man whom we are proud to
regard as a friend. He is one of the kindest, most generous
men breathing, and Brooks must be a very malignant scoundrel
to assault such a man, and so aged, in such a murderous
fashion. We earnestly hope that Mr. Umpleby will not
suffer any after effects from the outrage. Fortunately he
has always lived a pure, abstemious life, and this will
doubtless serve him in good stead in the present emergency.

We have quite lost faith in burglars. They are more
stupid than we imagined possible. Last year about this
time Mr. Foote’s residence was broken into, and all the
burglars netted was two shillings. On Saturday or Sunday
night the Freethinker office, at 14 Clerkenwell-green, was
burgled. A few shillingsworth of stamps were taken, and
the keys of two rooms, necessitating the purchase of fresh
locks. Total damage about fifteen shillings. The same
burglars will never come again. Our stock of Freethought
books and pamphlets isn't at all in their line. In future, we
should think, they will give Freethought publishing offices a
wide berth.

We see that there is to be a vote of nearly £1,000 for the
expenses of admitting the Czarewitch and the Crown Prince
of Boumania to the Order of the Garter. It is announced
that most of the money will go in fees to the Dean and
Chapter of Windsor. Yes, the sky-pilot is a keen hand at
commissions.

The London Echo is not well up in biblical criticism. At
any rate, it refers to an old Egyptian admiral who wrote an
account of his voyages “ 400 years before Abraham, and 800
years previous to the writing of the Book of Genesis by Moses.”
Our contemporary ought to know that Abraham is a purely
legendary character, and that the Book of Genesis was written
nearly a thousand years after the time of Moses.

Eeviewing a sceptical- book by A. J. Dadson on Evolution
and Religion, the Christian World says “ It is strange
to hear an educated man, with the latest results of scholar-
ship accessible, making it a subject of doubt whether Jesus
ever existed.” But why strange ! The doubt is not novel,
and the latest results of scholarship in no way tend to allay
it. That the Jesus of the Gospels never existed is as certain
as that Queen Anne did not cure the Kking's evil by touching
its victims. Whether there was a real Jesus, or rather
Jeshua, around whose memory the legends and inventions of
the Gospels gathered, is a far more difficult problem than our
contemporary seems to imagine. Wo may add that its
importance is by no means equal to its difficulty.

Mr. Dadson’s doubt about Jesus is said to be “on a
par with the statement that stories of the persecutions of the
early Christians were largely their own inventions.” Now
we appeal to the Christian World to be honest. It is idle
to pretend such gross ignorance. One has only to read
Gibbon to see how much of the Christian raartyrology

was sheer invention, and surely Mr. Dadson’s critic has read
Gibbon.

The Eav. 8. N. Dods, Methodist missionary at Calcutta,
has been arrested and put on trial for eloping with the wife
of a native Christian of the same Church. According to
reports, the amorous 'soul-saver took the lady to a mission
house at Diamond Harbor.

The Irish News reports the details of an inquest on a man
named Hall, who wa3 fatally injured while going through
the initiation ceremony at an Orange Lodge. Home " Jacob’s
Ladder ” tomfoolery took him blindfolded to the top of a
table, whence hi fell to the floor, dislocating his spin» After
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this it should be easy to believe in Darwinism. There is a

lot of the old monkey left, even in Orangemen.

According to an Australian paper, “ A Presbyterian church
in Melbourne has introduced some innovations into its
services, which, although happily blending patriotism and
piety, would startle the sober-minded Scotchman at home.
The choir, composed of gentlemen wearing the Highland Kilt,
and girls attired in the costume of the Lady of the Lake, sing
their hymns of praise to the music of the bagpipes.  These
«original effects’ have naturally proved a great ‘ draw, and
the ingenious parson who contrived them has his reward in
greatly enlarged congregations.”

“ The Gospel teaches that the true end of life is character,”
says the St. Louis Republic. ~ We wonder how much of the
true end of life is knocking about in the St. Louis Republic
office.

Mr. W. T. Stead has had some very “ straight tips ” from
a few of the eminent persons he hooked into the first number
of his spook magazine. = The Catholic Bishop of Nottingham
says “ the intelligence which uses your hand is the devil.”
Still more severe is Professor Eay Lancaster, who says,
“ 1 do not consider you are in any way qualified to deal with this
question.” But this is a mistake. Mr, Stead is admirably
qualified to deal with it—in the way of exploitation. He'll
make the last copper out of it while it has one to yield.

“ There is no money in spooks,” says Mr. Stead. Indeed 1
Then history is truly “ a Mississippi of falsehood.” History
tells us that the spook business has been the best paying one
on this planet. Take the spook out of Christianity, and what
remains ? The great Jerusalem ghost was the making of
Christianity. Have not the dealers in the ghostly and the
mysterious always made a good thing out of the public
credulity ?  Mr. Stead is romancing.

Stead may believe in the spooks, but it is wonderful how a
genuine believer can write as he does. He tells, for instance»
how a clairvoyante saw the spirit of a Mrs. D weeping
bitterly. On inquiring why she was weeping, the answer was
“ he (Mr. S.) is so impatient, he will not give her achance of
using his hand.” Whereupon Mr. Stead records : “ | said
somewhat sharply that | had given her two chances, and that
I would not go on fooling around for ever with a spook that
would not write when she got the chance.” How any real
believer could adopt this attitude to a weeping female spirit
who was trying to give him positive proof of life after death»
is to an unbeliever a mystery.

The Medium publishes the prospectus of what it calls a
New Eevelation, entitled Oalispie. =~ We had the work in our
hands nearly a dozen years ago. It professed to be a ns*
revelation from Jehovah, given on a type-writer to
American Dr. Newborough. The Lucubrations ofa LunaM
seems to us a more fitting title.  Those who want to see »
genuine now revelation from Jehovah, must read his “ L»8"

Will and Testament” in our Summer Number. When A
comes to revelations, Oahspe is not in the running.
Col. Inglis, the Inspector of Eeformatory and Industrial

Schools, in his annual report, shows that for some unstated
reason the mortality among boys in Catholic institutions oj
this kind is eight times in excess of that in the Protestuo
Industrial Schools. The figured are—For Protestant school8
boys 2 9 per cent., girls 95 per cent. In Catholio school8
the morality is—boys 17 3, girls 13T. Of course
epidemic in Catholic schools may account for it.

The Church Times, in an article “ Under Seal of
fession,” is very much annoyed with Sir F. Jeune.
recent divorce case he laid down the law in the follow) »
words : “ It was not to bo supposed, for a single momen’
that, a clergyman had any right to withhold information »r°
a court of law. It was a principle of our jurisprudence t»
justice should prevail, and no unrecognised piivilege cou
be allowed to stand in the way of it.” The C. T. refers
some old cases in which judges refused to force chaplain8
say what prisoners had confessed, but evidently has a
poor case, so it refers to continental practice as recogni
the confidentiality of confession. The C. T. i8
best to bring back this Oatholio practice. To the ea
whloh it luooeeds it will also raise a spirit of anti-»80L

to
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ism in those who know the abuses the confessional has

everywhere given rise to.

The Church Times falls foul of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury for having the foresight to observe that if the rate-
payers pay for Church schools they will want to control them.
The organ of sacerdotalism blusters that the Church looks to
the Primate for a definite plan, and if he will not move “ so
urgent is the need of a policy that assuredly Churchmen will
agree to adopt one framed without him ”— that is, the sheep
will move without their shepherds. We hope they will, for
they will certainly stumble. What they want is for clergymen
to run their own schools, and appoint the teachers of Board
schools, and let the ratepayers find the money for both. If
they could not manage this little game in 1870 they certainly
will not be able to do it now.

Why is the necessity so urgent that the High Church organ
falls out with the Archbishop ? Simply because, even in
country districts, where hitherto the Church has had sole
command of education, it now does not come up to the
standard required by the Education Department. These
places are waking up. A city like Lancaster had no Board
school till the present year, and there are many other places
where the Church knows it will soon have to give way, unless
it makes a forward movement. This is the secret of raising
the religious question in London, since the influence of the
metropolis gradually permeates to all parts. We must put
our shoulders to the wheel before November, 1894. A defeat
of the clericals then will mean a victory for progress all
along the line.

Simultaneously, with our own announcement of change,
Mr. Kenneth Ffarington Bellairs, of the Weekly Bulletin,

prints the following characteristic paragraph :(—“ 1 have
given instructions to reduce the size of the W.B. very
considerably until—if ever—things alter. People who don’t

like the alteration must do the other thing. | don’t suppose
any one of my readers is goosish enough to suppose the
paper can be published for a penny? It costa double or
treble the sum, and if—as of course is a fact—1 can't get
business in these times, we must all suffer alike. Every
financial paper in existence to day is working at a loss, and |
don’t propose to join them—if | can help it. Printers’ bills
are weekly nuisances.”

Ten thousand acres of winter wheat in splendid condition
and ready for the scythe have been completely destroyed in
the Kuban by hailstones pf extraordinary size and weight.
Thousands of fowls and other domestic animals were Killed
by' the unusual downfall.

, Archdeacon Sinclair preached at St. Paul's Cathedral on
Sunday afternoon. His discourse was a condemnation of
God’'s making of man, who had “ gone from bad to worse,
and from worse to still worse.” It looks as though God'’s
business in this world Bhould be put into liquidation again,
as it was at the time of tho Flood. “ Amongst ourselves,”
the Archdeacon said, “ on tho one hand thousands of degraded
beings are born into the midst of squalor, filth, obscenity,
and iniquity, to pass through a joyless life of crime to a
hopeless death ; and on the other, amongst thousands who
have greater advantages, luxury and selfishness deface tho
imago of God.” So much for Providence.

An inquest was held on the body of ten-months old baby
at Hammersmith. It only weighed four pounds six ounces.
The food given it had been insufficient to support life.
William Gordon, the father, said he had noticed the baby
'vas getting thin and spoke to his wife about consulting a
doctor, but she only replied, “ God Almighty has told me
~hat to do, and | am following his instructions.” Mrs.
Gordon'’s celestial adviser did not appear to give evidence.

God, according to the Christian poet, " rides upon the
>torm.” At Saratov, Russia, he rode over a number of
houses, which wore levelled to the ground, killing and
InJuriog their inhabitants ; founders eight heavily-laden river
Reamers, only a few members of tho crews being rescuod.

A religious paper prints a story about Mr. Walker, scripture
reader to sailors at Marseilles, who was told by one of the
~gineers on board a certain ship, “ Don't como here with

nonsense, the Bible is a lot of lien” “ Gome now,” said
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Mr. Walker, “ surely the churning of milk bringeth forth
butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood.
That's true, and that’'s in the Bible.” Very likely, but a
sailor could find that out, especially the _ncse part of it,
without the aid of a revelation.

The bigots are having another innings in America. The
World's Fair at Chicago is closed again on Sundays. It is
reported to be closed because “ it does not pay.” For that

very reason it was opened on Sunday. It is therefore, as we
said, the Almighty Dollar that decides all these matters.

The Catholic Church is trying its old paying game of pil-
grimages even in England, and the Bishop of Southwark
grants an indulgence for forty days to all who joined in the
pilgrimage to Canterbury.

The Catholic Duke of Norfolk is the patron of a society for
collecting the' charters of old abbeys, etc. A circular was
sent out to various antiquaries, and Dr. Stubbs the Anglican,
Bishop of Oxford, expressed approval of the project. The
preliminary meeting was held at Norfolk House, to ensure
that the committee are all good Catholics. Mr. W. A.
Lindsay was appointed secretary, and a new circular is sent
out asking for subscriptions. If the money flows .in, no
doubt there will bo finds of old charters quite unknown to
Dugdale, Stephens, or Kemble, who have gone over this
ground already. The real purpose of this Society is to putin
a big Catholic claim for all the Church was despoiled of
under Henry VIII.

Dr. Gasquet, a Benedictine, has recently put forward a
very disingenuous history of the suppression of these
monasteries. Some day it may be necessary to reprint the
disgusting reports of the Visitors appointed to examine into
their condition, from which may be discovered how many of
the old English Catholic priests and monks of this period,
who are now regarded by Papists as persecuted saints
and martyrs, were publicly accused of concubinage, adultery,
and sodomy.

The Rev. Athelstan Riley, who has made himself such a
prominent advocate of the clerical party on the London School
Board, is a pronounced Romaniser. He belongs to a“ Society
of St. Osmund,” which has recently held the “ Feast of the
Translation of St. Osmund.” Near the altar was a colored
image of the Virgin Mother, with lighted candles, and a box
of candles for sale close by. The difference between a Papist
and a Ritualist of Mr. Riley’s description is a very minute one.

A “ Christian Reunion ” took place at Bundoran, Ireland,
last Sunday. The Protestants held an open-air service, which
was resented as an insult by the Catholic population, a mob
of whom made a violent attack on the congregation. Such
feeling was exhibited that a panic pervades the Protestant
residents and visitors.

Augusta Preston, a female churchwarden, wa3 arrested for
pocket-picking. A plea of kleptomania, or *“ automatic
irresistance,” was put in, and the lady was let off with a fine
of £25, or two months’ imprisonment.

Mr. Justice Matthow is a very pious judgo, but in charging
the grand jury at the Essex Summer Assizes, remarking the
number of crimes against women and children, he could not
refrain from expressing a wish that some of the missionary
exertions lavished— he was unwilling to say squandered—in
foreign lands should be devoted to some of the districts in
England, where moral sterility was as great as in any country
in tne world. -

To become “ respectable ” you must believe in something, if
it is only “ a sort of a something.” That is, you must have
some superstition (no matter what) to keep your superstitious
neighbors in countenance. This is the reason why Mrs. Besant
has become so “ respectable.” On Sunday last she delivered
Theosophical lectures at the Midland Institute, Birmingham.
Now we beg every Freethinker to bear in mind that this very
place was absolutely refused for t.bo National Secular Society’s
annual Conference in 1891. This is enough to show that
Mrs. Besant is really in tho camp of roaction, and to warn
Freethinkers against putting any part of their machinery
her service,
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How seriously people believe in the solemn mysteries of
the Christian faith may be gathered from the report of a
case between a servant and her mistress, in which the girl
said “ she told me to go to the Devil, so | packed up my box
and went.” (Roars of laughter, in which the whole Court
joined).

The Rev. J. Strong, D.D., gives a sad account of the
religious condition of his countrymen in the land of the Stars
and Stripes. In New York State there is a town in which, a
few years ago, there were a large Presbyterian church, two
Methodist churches, a Baptist church, and a flourishing
Baptist seminary. The Presbyterian church has become a
barn, the Baptist church is shut up. the two Methodist
churches are nearly empty, and the Baptist seminary is a
Roman Catholic church. In fifteen villages only twenty-
three per cent, of the people are church-goers. In Maine
there are seventy-towns in which no religious service is held.
Fully one half of the people of the United States never
darken a church door.

The OIld Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists
number 10,000 in the United States. They beat the Hard-
Shell Baptists. The names of both sects show the sublime
beauty of the Christian spirit.

Christian Re-union is a pretty dream of a few clericals.
There has always been talk about it since the early days of
the Reformation, but Christendom is more divided than ever.
Each sect really wants to absorb the others, and get united
to them ae the cannibal gets united to the missionary. The
Catholics have the strongest hopes of this. On Sunday last
the Rev. Dr. Redman, discoursing at the Church of
St. Francis, Notting Hill, said that Peter’'s Church was
standing firm on its old rock, and there would be no Christian
Re-union till the sects all came over to it. Yes, itis a dream,
after all.

“ More than twelve months ago,” says the Methodist Times,

“ we suggested that the Irish members should be retained
for all purposes, but that their number should be reduced
to eighty. We cannot but rejoice, therefore, at the extra-
ordinary, unexpected, and, as it seems to us, providential
course of events by which that result ha3 been reached.”
Fancy Providence laboring for twelve months to warrant the
wisdom of the Methodist Times! whose suggestion, by the
way, was made by a number of other journals. But, as
Hood sings—

Of all prides since Lucifer’s attaint

The proudest swells a self-elected saint.

A lady teacher in a London Board school gives us a lively
account of the religious teaching. She was describing (with-
out comments) the taking of Jericho to a class of boys and
girls from nine to eleven years of age. After she had spoken
of Achan’s punishment for disobedience, a boy remarked,
“ But God said, Thou shalt not kill.” *“ What a vastness of
criticism,” says our correspondent, “ is implied in that simple
remark.” Another child wondered why Rahab’s house,
which was built on the city wall, was not destroyed when
the wall fell down. Another thought it impossible that a
city could be compassed seven times in one day, and that
time would still be left for its destruction. These children
have Christian parents, they attend Sunday-school, and are
saturated with scripture; yet the natural scepticism of
common sense will assert itself. It is a fatal thing to let
children ask questions—from the Church point of view ; they
should be made to swallow the Church teaching in silence,
if they are to grow up true, devout, single-eyed (that is to
say, one-eyed) Christians.

Reporter—* If you will allow me to have the Bermon which
you are to deliver on Sunday, | will copy it and print it in
Monday’s paper.”

Rav. Do Goode.— “ | cannot allow my Bermon to go out of
my hands. If you will come to church on Sunday you can
hear it and take notes.”

Reporter (with dignity)— 141 do not work on Sundays, sir.”

A Western lawyer lately attended a religious meeting
where he was called upon to offer a prayer. Not being
experienced in such duty, he arose and attempted the
Lord a Prayer, and succeeded very well until he came to the
passage, “ Give us this day our daily bread,” when, from
torce of habit, he immediately added, “ with cost«.”
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THE NEW DEPARTURE.

This is the last '‘penny number of the Freethinker—at
least for the present. | fully explained, last week, the
reason why | am raising the price of the paper to
twopence. There is no necessity to repeat my
explanation. | only desire to say now that | shall
do my utmost to make this journal more useful
more interesting, and more worthy of the Freethought
party. The next number will be a fair specimen
of what is to come, and | shall print the usual number
of copies, as | believe (or at least hope) that few of my
old readers will drop off in a hurry.

This new departure will have important bearings on
Freethought propaganda, if it secures me a permanent
income from the paper. | have already made pro-
posals to the Organisation Committee of the National
Secular Society, and these proposals will be submitted
to the Executive before this meets the eyes of all my
The proposals have reference to the London
desire to see an attempt

readers.
Hall of Science, where |
made to popularise our propaganda. This will involve
certain radical changes, which | may be free to
explain next week. It will also involve some free
Sunday lecturing on my part. And what | propose to
do in London I shall be ready to do in other parts of
the country. It will be seen, therefore, that the
promises I made last week are not barren, and that |
desire the change I am making to benefit the party as
well as myself. Every one of my readers, who cares
for the welfare of the party—that is, for the propaga-
tion of its principles, and the improvement of its
organisation—will have an interest in taking the Free-
thinker weekly at the increased price, apart altogether
from its intrinsic attractiveness, which is not incon-

siderable, if | may judge by my correspondence.
G. W. FOOTE.

SHILLING MONTH.

My readers are waking up to the fact that this is Shilling

Month. Before it is over | hope we shall at least equal

the result of the similar appeal in January. As we began

on the first Sunday in July we shall close on the first

Sunday in August. A whole week remains therefore, and
during that period all who can afford to give a trifle to the

Freethought cause should do so. Let them send a shilling,

or as much more as they can afford, direct to me at No. 14

Clerkenwell-Green. Every subscription will be ac-

knowledged, and the total will be divided as follows :—

two thirds will be paid over to the National Secular
Society, and one-third to the Chicago Delegation Fund.—m
Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed for greater

safety in transmission. G. W. FOOTE.

RECEIVED.
[ When nojifjures follow the name the amount is Is.]

J. Pottage £1 10a., D. llertzfeld, J. Nowell 2a. 6d., W. T<
Allfrey 2a. South Shields: S. M. Peacock 2a., D. Profit, W.
Duncan, D. Bow, R. Moir, A. Searle, J. Robinson, T. Birtley,
A. J. fl., Mrs. Hampson 4a., Mr. Hampson 4s., A. F. Hampson,
L. S. Hampaon, M. Gunter 2a. 0d., W. Rolph, Larner Sugden
2s. 6d., J. Cherry, G. Vickers, Il. Porter, T. E. Green £1,
Fish 5s,, W. J. Fish, J. Fish, jun., J. Willey 5s., W. H. 2s., B-
Calvert, G. R. Gwyn 2a. 6d., J. Scott, T. Jameson, T. Hopkins
2a. 6d., L. It, G. O. F., G. Brittan 4s., J. Crabtree, J. Ecclea, D-
Smith, J. Sutcliffe 2a., J. Yates 2a., G. Macready, juu., 2s. 0d.»
K. Hunt, V. Oundy Is. 2d., S. Soddy, J. llomingway 10s., D-
Hill, Three Somerset Friends 3a., J. Trollopo, J. J. Crabtree,
.1 W. Crabtree, M. Christopher 2s. Birmingham Branch : *e
Ridgway, R. Taylor, J. P.,, W. H. Wood, B. Parsons, T. Evang,
collected at Mr. Watts’'s lecturo 9s. Id. T. Warwick 2s., y
Hibbott la. (id., E. R., F. A., Croploy Is. 3d., T. Dennis, u-

penniy MrignDavies | hieweagtls BEanc’ frodie ST 8m-

:merfield> p Oondor, G. Scarrott 5s., C. S. lves Is. 6d., A-

Scope« 2s., O. Ford, J. Guy, H. Smith, S. Holmes 5s., F. Bn»-
N.S.S. Only,—J. McC. 10s.
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MB. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS,

Sunday, July 30, Hall of Science, 142 Old-Street, E.O.
at 7.30, “ Christianity not New and not True.”

TO COBBESPONDENTS.

Mb. Chas. Watts' Engagements.—July 29, Blyth; 30, South
Shields. August 13, Hall of Science, London.—AIll com-
munications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct to him
(with stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville Hall,
The Orescent, Birmingham.

Q. Manco—Pleased to hear you found our reprints at the
Shelley Exhibition.

F. Hampson.—Our compliments to Mrs. Hampson and family.
Pleased to hear you “ like the Summor Number” and think
“ everything about it is good.”

M. Gunter —Verses shall be seen to.
ledged.

W. Whitcher is “ glad to know ” that we are going to raise
the price of the Freethinker, and would willingly, if neces-
sary, pay sixpence for it. As a Badical and a Trade
Unionist, he likes his price, and believes in others getting
theirs. He also congratulates us on the Summer Number
as “ a really splendid production,” and hopes we shall
publish a similar Christmas Number.

J. Scott.—We hope we shall “ go on and prosper.”

T. Jameson.— Shilling Month may be too long, but Shilling
Week was too short, and Shilling Fortnight sounds awkward.

T. Hopkins.—You seem to suffer from a bad Sunday in South
Wales. Mr. Foote will do his best to visit your district
before Christmas. If the readers of this journal only take
it at the increased price with the old regularity, the editor’s
voice will soon be heard in every part of the country, in the
small towns as well as in the large ones.

Quiz.—Delay perhaps through Mr. Forder being away on
holiday. We shall probably make the alteration you suggest.

J. Wittey —Thanks for good wishes.

T. C.—Good sentiment, but not good verse.

G R. Gwyn.—We note promise of more for Shilling Month
later on.

H. Porter.—(1) Matthew Arnold’s best books, from a Free-
thought point of view, are Literature and Dogma and Ood
and the Bible. (2) Accent on second syllable.

J. Pottage sends to Miss Vance the sum of £4, to be divided
as follows:—Shilling Month, £1 10s.; Benevolent Fund,
10s.; London Secular Federation, 10s.; Hall of Science
Advertising Fund, 10s.; fully paid-up share in name of
G. W. Foote in the National Secular Hall Society, £1. We
should be glad to see other friends of the N. S. S. following
Mr. Pottage’'s example. Every one of the Society’s funds is
at present in need of support.

G. W. Hkckethorn— It is a work to be done by someone.
We have to do many disagreeable things. As wo stated, we
exposed the follies of Mrs. Besant’'s new faith, not for our
own satisfaction, but for the sake of others. Opposing
superstition of any kind is a work of necessity, rather than
of pleasure. *

~e F. Fox.—Your postcard dated July 20, arrived when this
journal was on sale.

Guara—See “ Acid Drops.” We value your good wishes for
“ success in the war you are waging against bigotry and
superstition.”

T. Birtley, Chester-le-Street Branch, writes—* | am sorry
you have been compelled to raise the price of your paper,
but | think you will repay our cause by being able to do
more lecturing work.”

A. J.jj._Tbanks for your interesting letter; it is pleasant
to hear from those to whom we have been of service as a

-Propagandist.

R. Stansei.l —The matter shall have attention.

“eY ates— Your Christian friend who saw Mr. Foote fall off
ahorse at Ilkeston,and heard him exclaim “ Lord help me I”
has a tine bold imagination. Mr. Foote has not been on a
horso’s back since he was sixteen. He did not fall off then ;
R he had, he would probably have said something stronger
than “ Lord help me I’ Further, Mr. Foote cannot remember
Cver lecturing at llkeston. Your Christian friend should

t. offer to liolp the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes.

Hunt.—Sorry to hear that Mr. Logan does not show any
[oadiness for the written debate. Many thanks for your
h>nd efforts.

J m— Fairly good, but not quite good enough,

y Horton,—Put to the Chicago Fund.
ounu Crabtrees.—Shillings from lads of seven and nino
are more astonishing than tho widow’s mite. We hope your

j,young enthusiasm will stimulate some of the laggard adults.
' .Cartridge.—Pleased to see tho Birmingham Branch to the

Ore in regard to Shilling Month.
1llbiLLow (Grimsby) wants a fine portrait of Colonol Ingcr-
8ml for framing. Ho cannot cut tho magnificent portrait out
the Summer Number; that would spoil the copy, and htouter
Pj*Per is wanted for tho purpose. He suggests that we
iuld have artistic copies printed on fine thick paper from
Ur engraving, to be sold at sixpence or a shilling.

Subscription acknow-
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R. Chapman sends first list of subscriptions for Shilling
Month from South Shields Branch, with a note that we may
expect more.

H. Jones (Manchester Branch).—We note contents of circular.

W. Horrand—We cannot always use cuttings immediately.
This correspondent says “ Twopence will not prevent me

from buying the paper. It is always a treat tome. lam
trying to induce a newsagent to sell the paper.”

A. Sseari1e.—See this week’s acknowledgments.

J. Downing.—Applied to Chicago Delegation Fund. Thanks.

Glad to-have your appreciation of our “ noble outburst,” as
you call it, on John Milton. Freethinkers are apt, perhaps,
to think of him too lightly; his name is never to be men-
tioned without reverence. Landor isone of our own favorites,
and it delights us to have our memory of the passages you
refer to refreshed. As to future illustrations, you may rely
on their being as good as we can make them.

Tottering Catholic—Of course the human race has not
descended from Adam and Eve. No such persons ever
existed. They are legendary characters. This is now
admitted by a host of Christian critics, including Professor
St. George Mivart, who belongs to your own Church.

S.—(1) Since the sixth edition of Supernatural
Religion, 1875, there has been a “ complete and revised
edition” in three vole. (Longman; 1879). (2) Dr. Light-
foot's articles were reprinted in book form by Maeraillau in
1889, price 10s. Cd. (3) The Reply to Dr. Lightfoot's
Essays was published by Longman at 6s. (4) Mr. Kennard’s
book will be reviewed shortlv. Some books require not only
reading, but examination. We do not undertake to review
such works on the day of publication. (5) Mr. Wheeler
hopes to publish a cheap book on the gospels some day.
(6) We note your opinion that the paper is well worth two-
pence, and hope it is the general one.

T.Dennis.—We note your “ thanks for the Freethinker and
its wholesome reading.”

H. F. Goodyear —See Notices.
your Shilling Month list.

J. H. Summerfietd.—Glad to hear you say, “ 1 am highly
pleased with the Summer Number, which is quite a treat;
it is my intention to let the Bishop and some of his clergy
have a copy; they may find plenty of matter to produce a
sermon.” Mr. Foote will fix up a tour in the Newcastle
district as soon as he hears definitely from Mr. Brown about
the circus.

London Secular Federation.—R. O. Smith, treasurer,
acknowledges:—Collections—East London 5s. Id., Finsbury
4s. 6d., Hyde Park 2s., Regent's Park 3s., Finsbury Branch
concert 12s. 4d., 0. J. Pottage 10s.

Anti-Humbug Writes: “ | have to thank you heartily for your
Flowers of Freethought. They form a most delightful garden
in which to spend a leisure half-hour, and they give off such
an invigorating perfume that one always returns from one’s
stroll refreshed and strengthened. With regard to tho
increase in tho price of the Freethinker, | do not think many
people who have once taken it will be able to do without it.
Friday, on which day we get it, is looked forward to with
tho groatost eagerness.”

C. Conhen’s future address is 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, E.
Branch secretaries will please notice.

S. H. Ali on’s now address is, the Democratic Club, Essex-
street, Strand, W.O.

Joseph Guy (Stanningley) entirely approves of Shilling
M.mth and says it ought to be well supported.

0. S. 1ves writes : “ | have had the Freethinker for some twelve
months, and it is particularly welcome in this priest-ridden
place (Haleswortli). 1 can’'t think that any Freethinker
worthy of tho name will grudge his twopence for it.”—This
correspondent is advised to read Mr. Foote’'s Philosophy of
Secularism (3d.), his d-bato with the R-v. Dr. McCann (1b.),
and Mr. Holyoake’s Principles of Secularism.

R. S. Johnson.—Thanks. Si-o paragraph.

Chicago Delegation Fund (Foote and Watts).— J.Downing,
10s.; J. Morton, 2s,; A. Scopes, 2s.

F. Bur1—Pleased to hear you “ will not begrudge the extra
penny for tho Freethinker.” Wo were unable to send you
tho information in time.

N.S.S. Benevolent Fund.—A. Scopes, 2s.

A. Scopes.—Acknowledged as desired. Thanks.
Plums.”

T. Y ertin.—A completo study of tho Bible would involve the
reading of a big library. Begin with our Bible Handbook,
Bible Heroes, and Bible Romances, abd then read Mr.
Wheeler’s Bible Studies. You will find extensive references
in them to other works.

Correspondence Should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is denired in tho curront issue. Otherwise tho reply
stands over till the following week.

Friends Who send us newspapers would enhance tho favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator—
Opon Court—Freidonker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel
— Western Figaro — Liberator—Liberty—Clarion—Flaming
Sword — Echo — Truthsookor — Fritankaren—La Raison—
Lucifer—Secular Thought—Independent Pulpit—Tablet—

Julian

Thanks, in anticipation, for

Seo “ Sugar
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Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—De Dageraad—
Modern Thought—La Veritd Philosophique—Fur Unsere
Jugend—Ironclad Age—Watts's Literary Guide—Weekly
Bulletin—Birmingham A'gus—Workman's Times—Brighton
Examiner—New York Press—Sun—Northern Daily Tele-
graph—Lowestoft Journal—Freethinker's Magazine—Nor-
folk Daily Standard— Glasgow Weekly Herald.

Literary communications to be addressed to tha Editor.
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.C. All business communi-
cations to Mr. E. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

1t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

The Freethinker (including the twopenny special number for
the first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from
the office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One
Year, 7s, 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 9d.; Three Months, Is. 10Jd.

of Advertisements.— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every

Displayed Advertisements:—

Special

Scale
succeeding ten words, 6d.
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s.
terms for repetitions.

FREETHOUGHT HEADQUARTERS.

Once more | urgently appeal to Freethinkers, and
especially to members of the N.S.S., to be prompt in
applying for shares in the National Secular Hal
Society (Limited). 1 heartily thank all those who
have responded to my previous appeals, and | now
address myself to the many others who might easily
follow their example. The shares are £1 each, pay-
able in easy instalments of 2s. 6d., and application
forms can be obtained of Miss Yance, 28 Stonecutter-
street, London, E.O. If we succeed in making up
the number of subscribed shares to 3,000 by the end
of July, Mr. George Anderson will give the sum of
£300. His cheque for that amount is already in my
hands, only without Ins signature, which, however,
he will be most happy to add. His offer is made in
this way because he does not believe in helping
people who will not help themselves. Every Free-
thinker, therefore, who takes a share (or shares) in
the Hall of Science scheme is helping to earn that
£300. He is also helping the Directors, of whom |
am Chairman, and all of whom are, and must be,
members of the N.S.S., to erect worthy headquarters
for our party in London. With better structural
accommodation we could do far more good in every
way, and | appeal to the Freethought party to enable

us to secure it. G. W. Foote.

SUGAR__ PLUMS.

Next week’s Freethinker would have been a twopenny
Special Number. It will now be the beginning of our new
departure. Our artist has drawn a beautiful Cartoon, entitled
“ God is Love,” which we believe will give universal satis-
faction. Our intention is to print the same number of copies
as usual. We hardly think there will be any serious drop
in our circulation.

Everybody is speaking well of our Summer Number, which
is having as good a sale as could be expected at the price of
sixpence. We printed about the same number of copies as
we do of our weekly issue, and more than half the edition
has gone out in the first fortnight. Our expenditure upon
this “ Extra Special” is very heavy, and we shall only reali-e
a moderate profit when we have s6ld out. Readers who
haven’t yet obtained a copy should do so as soon as possible,
and some who can afford it might take an extra copy for cir-
culation among their friends and acquaintances.

We have thought of issuing a sixpenny Christmas Number
when the season arrives. Whether we do so or not will
depend on the sale of the Summer Number- If we sell out,
as wo hope to, we shall issue a similar “ Extra Special ” at
Christmas, and if possible make it an improvement on tho
pment one,
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Readers who order the Summer Number by post from Mr.
Forder must please remember that the number is a heavy
one, and that the postage is twopence. Eightpence should be
remitted, not sixpence ; otherwise Mr. Forder is at a loss, and
ho finds he can’'t do business on that principle.

Mr. Foote's lecture at the London Hall of Science on
Sunday evening was a long one, for such weather, but it was
listened to throughout with the profoundest attention, and
very warmly applauded. His examination of the Trinity
Puzzle occasionally gave rise to much laughter. Mrs.
Louisa Samson presided with great neatness and efficiency.
We believe she will herself occupy the platform a month or
so hence. Mr. Foote lectures at the Hall of Science again
this evening (July 30), his subject being *“ Christianity
not New and not True.”

Attendants at the London Hall of Science this evening
(July 30) are desired to bring with them contributions for
Shilling Month. Mr. Foote will be happy to receive them
after the lecture.

Mr. Charles Watts had an unusually large audience last
Sunday evening at Baskerville Hall, Birmingham. Every
copy of the Freethinker on sale was disposed of. To-day,
Sunday July 30, Mr. Watts lectures throe times at South

Shields.

Mr. Willis, who has just been elected County Councillor
for Battersea, is a Secularist, and was at one time a member
of the National Secular Society’s Executive. His father was
a well-known figure at the London Hall of Science in the
early days of it3 history, and is now in Australia, where he
sells Freethought literature, most of which he imports from
England through Mr. Forder.

The London Secular Federation’s annual excursion takes
place on Sunday, August 20. Mr. Foote hopes to join the
party, and to meet a large number of his metropolitan friends.
A special train will convey the excursionists to Brighton. The
tickets are 3s., for adults and Is. 6d. for children. They can
be had from any London Branch secretary, at 28 Stonecutter-
street, or at the Hall of Science. It is to be hoped that the
London Branches will all join to make this a general Free-
thought holiday, even if the outdoor propaganda is stopped
for once. Theyj might also pray for rain, so as to secure

fine weather.

Mr. George Standring, Mr. G. Ward, and Mr. E. Pownceby
are visiting Brighton this week, to confer with the local
Branch secretary, and make arrangements for a Freethougbt
demonstration by the excursionists. No doubt a very fin®
mass-meeting may take place on the Level, and do a great
deal of good, especially if we have the services of our best
London speakers.

The new Organising Committee of the London Secul»r
Federation is “ on the war path.” It has had several
meetings, and is in brisk communication with the Branche8*
One part of its policy is to visit Branch committees and talk
over business with them. On Saturday last Messrs. Ward
and Pownceby visited the Leyton Branch; others will hav®
attention in duo course. The Committee meets again on
Tuesday (Aug, 1), when representatives of all Branch8

are invited.

Mr. G. Ward has prepared a Monogram Locket, which b®
is supplying at one shilling, or nine shillings per dozen; th®
whole of the profits to go to the funds of the N.S.S. *
can be worn as a pendant to a chain, or pinned to the bre®8
of dress or coat. It is very neat in design, and has the N.S.b*
monogram worked in colors. No doubt it will have a IRGr£0
sale elsewhere as well as at the Hall of Science.

West Londoners are requested to note that the W. Lond®
Branch’'s Sunday evening lectures are now held under t%
railway arch, Brondesbury, High-road, Kilburn, when tn

weather happens to be wet.

Sunday Notes, the organ of the Newcastle Sunday
ociety, keeps up its bright character. It ought todog ~
mong tho thousands— we should say tons of thousand”-"
sten to Mr, Smith’s fine band on the Town Moor on “un

reningsi
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Secular Thought (Toronto) begins a new volume (14) with,
the number for July 7. We wish it all prosperity under Mr.
Ellis’s conduct in the years to come. It is unpleasant to
learn that the paper is not yet on a paying basis, and that Mr.
Ellis is still in the midst of financial embarrassments. We
hope the Canadian Secularists will give him, and the paper,
their best possible support. The number for July 7 is
an interesting one, and, amongst other matter, contains a
reprint of Mr. Foote’s article on “ Altar and Throne.”

We are happy to see that the West London Branch is
making good progress. Two years ago it was heavily in debt,
and obliged to apply to the London Secular Federation for
assistance. Since then it has retrieved its position, mainly
through the open-air propaganda. After an expenditure
during the past year of £33 11s. 3d., the Branch starts afresh
mnith a balance of £11 Is. 9d. in hand. We congratulate the
Branch on its growing prosperity.

The Liverpool Sabbatarians suffered a severe check last
Sunday. During the afternoon a musical performance was
given by the Sunday Society in Sefton-park, the use of which
has been granted by the Corporation. For seven years the
Society has been fighting for this privilege, and at last it is
triumphant. It is to be hoped that the victory is final.

The Sunderland Branch is looking up again. At the
beginning of the year audiences were small, but they are now
so large that the hall in Bridge-street is generally filled, and
sometimes overfilled.  Under the guidance of Mr. F. Kaper
a vigorous outdoor propaganda has been carried on at
Monkwearmouth and in the colliery district outside the
town. This will shortly be extended. The new secretary is
Mr. W. R. Stansell, 14 Brougham-street, Sunderland. Mr.
A. Lovell is treasurer, and Mr. J. Bowie librarian. In a lit
of democratic enthusiasm the Branch has just abolished its
presidency, which will, in the ordinary course of things,
make the secretary the president in disguise.

Some Liverpool friends are going over to Chester to-day
(July 30). leaving the Landing Stage at 1.45 or Central
Station at 2. After visiting various places of interest in the
city, they will go to the Chester Branch’'s meeting-place,
where Mr Doeg will lecture on the blessed Saint David.
Beturn to Liverpool by 8.30 train (G.W.B.).

As it was prominently stated that Mrs. Besant's share of
the proceeds of the late debate with Mrs. Macdonald would
be devoted to the H. P- B. Home, it is only fair to mention
that Mrs. Macdonald has sent the sum of £20 Is. fid.
(her share) to Lady Jeune (“ Belle” of Truth) for use
in connection with the movement for sending poor children
for a country holiday.

The Ipswich Branch is getting on finely. It is shortly
going to open a Freethought shop in the town, where
all kinds of advanced literature will be sold, and the Free-
thinker placard displayed. One or two rooms in connexion
with it will be furnished as a permanent meeting-place for
the Branch. . -

The Freethinker has once more been a subject of discussion
by the Library Committee of the Northampton Town Council.
Mr. Qurney, J.P., moved that the minute of May 15, refusing
to allow the Freethinker on the Reading Room tables be
rescinded, and permission given for its acceptance. lie
Wa8 supported by Mr, Councillor Tousley, Mr. J. Ward,
and Mr. F. Perkins. Nine voted to the contrary, including
the Chairman. There the matter rests for the present,
but the Radicals intend to agitate it again before very
ong. They think such bigotry scandalous in the town
hat was represented by Charles Bradlaugh.

Some of the speeches by the bigoted nine were really

amusiDg. Two of them, leading lights on the Radical
A8sociation, admitted that they had never read the
reelhinker.  8ir Henry Dryden only knew it by repute ; he

'?ted against it because it might offend the country people
visited the Library ; as though they wouldn’t enjoy it as

,» MPositive relief to the parson’'s “ Dearly beloved” and
“ mjogdom-como.” Mr. Hammond, a Conservative working
aa (heaven save tho mark!), voted jjgainst the Freethinker
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from a wish to “ elevate the working classes "—up (or down)
to his own level we suppose. We wish these gentlemen
more common sense and liberality.

ORTHODOX MEDICINE.

The first principles of medical science were laid down by
Hippocrates, 500 years Bc. Sickness bad previously been
attributed to the interference of supernatural beings. But
Hippocrates endeavored to trace it to natural causes, and he
declared that even insanity was nothing but disease of the
brain. These germs of science were speedily destroyed by
the Church. Constantine found that physicians, owing to
their education, were less credulous than their neighbors, so
he promptly suppressed the medical colleges.

The priests had their own peculiar theories of medicine.
Slight diseases, they supposed, were caused by devils, and
severer diseases by Satan himself; but they generally paid
the Deity the compliment of attributing to him anything
which was especially loathsome. These orthodox views
found support in the Bible. There were the boils of Job,
the leprosy of Uzziah, Miriam, and Gehazi! the dysentery of
Jehoram, the withered hand of Jeroboam, the woman whom
Satan had bound many years, and the innumerable persons
who bad been possessed by devils. As for medicine, the
fathers declared it wa3 useless. Did not the Bible say, “ Vain
is the help of man ” ? They even went so far as to maintain
that it was irreligious to take medicine, referring, by way of
proof, to the case of Asa, who consulted the physicians
instead of the priests and died in consequence. “ The pre-
cepts of medicine,” said Ambrose, “ are contrary to celestial
science.”  Physicians were so frequently accused of Atheism
that there came to be a proverb—* Ubi sunt tres medici, ibi
sunt duo athei.” But, as heresy was considered more danger-
ous than disease, people were afraid of a doctor unless be
could procure a certificate from a priest. Pope Innocent IlI.
forbade physicians to undertake medical treatment without
calling in ecclesiastical advice. Fancy Sir Andrew Clark in
consultation with some newly-ordained curate !

Tho medical profession being thus heavily handicapped,
was, of course, neither fashionable nor lucrative, and it was
never adopted by really able men. With surgery it was even
worse. Surgical operations were considered to be especially
distasteful to the Deity, and dissection was denounced by the
Church as sacrilege. For over a thousand years surgery was
a disreputable profession. It was left entirely in the hands
of charlatans, so that it was often impossible, even for an
emperor, to secure what would now be considered quite a
simple operation.

Ecclesiastics invariably insisted on the peculiar sanctity of
filth. No one ever heard of a clean saint, such a thing would
be a contradiction in terms. Athanasius eulogised St. Anthonv
because he never washed his feet. A certain lady, named
Sylvia, was celebrated for never washing any part of her
body, except her fingers, and even she was outdone in this
holy rivalry by St. Abraham, who never washed at all. Tho
majority of the saints, it is true, fell somewhat short of this
exhalted standard. But every one of them had the same
ideal. Every one of them confused nastiness with piety. The
more the clergy preached, therefore, the dirtier the people

became. Of course, pestilence of the most appalling kind
was the inevitable result. And when the pestilence had
come, the clergy increased its ravages a hundredfold by

preying on the fears of tho peoplo. They told the panio-
stricken laity that God was in a rage. They said that ho
had sent the “ Great Plague of London ” as a punishment for
Sabbath breaking, and that the “ Black Death” had come
because he was put out by a new-fashioned boot with pointed
toes. These clerical explanations, which now make us smile,
drove our poor forefathers frantic. No wonder, under all
these circumstances, that the Plague decimated London, and
that the Black Death carried off, in six years, twenty-five
millions of people—a quarter of the population of Europe.
Some of the theological delusions were once taught in good
faith. Tho clergy at first believed them. The indictment
against ecclesiastics is not that they were ignorant, not that
they were mistaken ; the indictment is that they refused to
learn, that they persisted in clinging to what they knew to
bo false. The old superstitions were a source of unlimited
wealth, and, therefore, they were kept alive by self-interest
long after they would otherwise have died out. A great
theologian, Charlevoix, Used to say, very nhivsly, that "pesti«
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lences were the harvests of the ministers of Gad.” The
ministers of God always preached atonement by subscription.
The sacred relics filled the coffers of every church that
possessed them. The Agnus Dei—a piece of wax from the
Paschal candle, stamped with the figure of a lamb, and
consecrated by the Pope— brought enormous revenues to the
Papal See. The orthodox method of healing disease was so
lucrative that the clergy could not bring themselves to admit
its futility. They found ignorance so profitable that they
dreaded knowledge. And for ages they continued to offer
the most persistent opposition to medical science.

It was not until the seventeenth century that a man arose
brave enough to study in spite of them. That man was
Vesalius. The Church had always condemned dissection,
but he practised it notwithstanding, and laid the foundation
of modern anatomy. In spite of ecclesiastical censure and
popular fury, he haunted gibbets and charnal houses to
secure material for his investigations, risking at once the
virus of the plague, and the fires of the Inquisition. He was
summoned before the Holy Office in Rome, but he fortunately
died prematurely, and so escaped a worst fate. Ho lived
long enough, however, to disprove two favorite doctrines of
of the Church. It was believed that on one side of a man
there was a bone less than on the other, the missing one
having been used up in the creation of Eve. But Vesalius
found both sides alike. It was also believed that there
existed in the human form an incorruptible and incombustible
bone, which would be the nucleus of the resurrection body.
But Vesalius could not find it. The doctrine of aphysical
resurrection received another blow about a century later from
Bernouilli, who discovered that the human organism is
constantly changing, and that, therefore, instead of having
one body, as was supposed, every individual has, in point of
fact, dozens. The clergy were so upset by the discovery that
they induced Bernouilli not to mention it, and, for the sake
of peace, he omitted it in the later editions of his work.

The ecclesiastical ideas of medicine are even yet not quite
dead. Many clergymen denounce vaccination a3 an attempt
to baffle the will of God. Sir James Simpson, who was the
first to use chloroform in Great Britain, was accused of
having tried to get the better of the primeval curse on
woman. And only last year the Bishop of London issued a
prayer in which he asked for the miraculous removal of the
influenza. But although there is a good deal of superstition
still surviving, the Church has no longer the power to
interfere with medical research. And scientific progress has
been made exactly in proportion to the decline of the theo-
logical influence. The death rate in London at the end of
the seventeenth century was 80 per 1,000, it is now 18;
plague after plague has disappeared ; typhus fever, onco so
deadly, is now rarely heard of, and, as for small-pox, which
used to be feared only a little less than the Black Death,
there died of it in the Metropolis in 1890 just, one person.

—Da. Ai1fred Momebie, in the Humanitarian,

B O OK GHAT.

The Rev, F, W. Puller, in a work entitled The Primitive
Saints and the See of Rome, just published byLoDgmans, and
with a preface by the Bishop of Lincoln, says “ It is strange
how, from the very first, the Roman claims have been based
on forgeries.” It is stranger still that Protestants cannot
see that the gospel claim that the Church is built on Peter,
for this purpose attributing to Jesus a pun in Greek on a
Jewish fisherman's name, is as much a forgery as the
Clementines to which the Rev. F. W. Puller is specially
referring.

. * *

Lux Mundi has made its reputation chiefly by the folly of
the old theological fossils. It has now reached its eighteenth
thousand, while their folly finds few buyers, even from the
sixpenny box. .

In October, Hodder and Stoughton will publish an
authorised translation of Prof. A. Harnack's History o0j
Dogma. Harnack runs pretty well in the old orthodox
traces, but he is too good a scholar not to make important
concessions to rationalism. Mrs. Humphrey Ward, who has
helped to boom Harnack, should now find a translator and
publisher for Weizsacker.

- # *

Mr. J. E. Remsburgh, an American advocate of Secularism,

has for many years been collecting a heap of testimonies to
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the scepticism of Abraham Lincoln. The witnesses inclulo
Lincoln’s wife and other relatives, his three law partners,
members of his cabinet, his principal biographers, and scores
of his most intimate friends. Mr. Remsburg’'s book will be
published shortly, under the title, “ Abraham Lincoln : was

he a Christian ?”
n * *

The Monist for July is chiefly occupied with a long dis-
cussion on the vexed question of free-will and necessity,
between the editor, Dr. Carus, and Mr. C. S. Pierca. Accord-
ing to Milton, the fiends in Pandemonium are addicted to
debate on this subject, and they doubtless will much enjoy
the Monist. Professor E. D. Cope has a paper on “ The
Foundations of Theism,” which seems to us hardly worthy
of his reputation.

* * *

Dr. Frank Chapman Sharp, the author of a new work on
The ¢Esthetic Elements of Morality, says, “ Prometheus,
chained to the rocks for bringing the gift of fire to the
wretched barbarous inhabitants of the earth, in defiance of
the will of the Father of gods and men, is one of the grandest
productions of the human imagination, and were the Supreme
Being such a one a? Augustine and Calvin imagined him, we
should despise the wretched slaves that licked the dust at his
feet.”

CORRESPONDENCE*

MR. STEAD AND AUTOMATIC WRITING.

TO TUB EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
Mr. Stead’s new review is a funny farrago of facts, fancies,
and superstitions, in which the latter articles have by far the
larger place. The Spiritists suggested the title of his maiden
tribute to occultism, yet he calls them “ more or less ignorant
and superstitious individuals, whose interest in the
manifestations which promised at least the possibility of a
scientific demonstration of life beyond the grave, has seldom
risen above mere idle curiosity, and who have had neither the
mental equipment or the moral capacity to prosecute their
investigations to the end. A group of clodhoppers,” he
continues, “ around a tea-kettle would be about as likely
to discover how to build the engines of the Campania as most
of the habitues of the modern séance to obtain a clue to the
mastery of the laws governing the phenomena which by turns
thrill them with awe and fill them with a puzzled sense of
utter bewilderment.”

The Spiritists may well cry out “ Save us from our friends.”
But Stead himself has cause to utter the same cry. In his
usual self-advertising fashion he sent circulars to all notables,
asking their opinion on his project. Mr. A. R. Wallace, the
Spiritist and Evolutionist, about the only writer whose
opinion is of much value, objects to Mr. Stead'’s “ assumption
of theories as if they werefacts. Thus the statement that
certain persons at a distance write through your hand, seems
to me a pure theory, and an unfounded one—not aJact, asyou
appear to think.”

It is this weighty utterance of Mr. Wallace, which leads to
my suggestion. The fact upon which Mr. Stead dwells with
* damnable iteration,” is that his hand writes certain words.
Probably it is also true that he is unconscious at the time
what words his pen will transcribe, though for this we must
have reliance upon Mr. Stead’s veracity, and scopticism on
this subject is, to say the least, excusable. But this |
grant. The question is, what is the explanation ?  Possibly
Mr. Wallace would prefer the theory that it is the spirit of a
person supposed to be dead and buried, but really present
with Mr. 8tead and using his hand. He does not say so, but
other Spiritists have given out this theory. Mr. Stead’s own
belief is, that the writings are messages from living persons
able to use his hands. As far as familiarity with their
contents go, he should be the best judge. But there is *
third theory which | suggest as the true one, viz , that Mr-
Stead is himself solely the writer, though he writes
unconscious of what he is writing. He is like a drunken
man who would be surprised, when sober, to hear of the
nonsense he had been talking. There is nothing unusual in
this, though it is a disease—the automatic writing, not the
drunkenness—to which a journalist is peculiarly liable, tie
falls into the habit of stringing phrases together, till at 1a9
he can do it even as he buttons his vest, by instinct rathef
than by conscious will. Most persons spell, for instance)
automatically. Set an educated person for the first time tol
type-writer without copy, and if his mind is not specie /
directed to the matter cf spelling, he will make oarlOU
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blunders. Ask a writer how be spells a word, and you
And, if be has a pen handy, he instinctively writes it down, a
proof that only by going through the process under the
control of instinct, by habit instead of thought, and looking at
the result, that he.attains the certainty intentional judgment
will not supply. Now any one who has followed the career
of Mr. Stead, will see that he has long been afflicted with
this bad habit of stringing sentences without definite thought
or meaning. He may have had some thought behind them
years ago, but he ha3 gone oa using them till they are as
purely instinctive as the motion by which he raises a cup to
his lips to drink. The phenomena of somnambulism and
“ trance speaking,” are, | believe, to be explained in the same
way. The mind acts, though unconsciously to the possessor.
Of course a morbid and weak state of mind, as in Mr. Stead’s
oase, facilitates the production of the disease.
Uncle Benjamin.

NUMBER TBIRTEEN.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

Sir,— The superstition as to the number thirteen has its
origin in the fact that in the Indian pack of cards, consisting
of 78 cards, 22 are numbered, and bear emblematic figures,
that of No. 13 being the figure of Death, a skeleton with a
scythe. These cards were originally intended for fortune-
telling only, and not for gambling, and were introduced into
Europe by the gipsies. They are known as tarots. In more
recent times publishers of tarot cards have occasionally varied
the emblems accompanying the numbers, and curiously
enough the “ Death ” of No. 13 appears now as “ Priest.”

Eut it is still Death— intellectual instead of physical death.
C. W. Heckethoen.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Itotices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked " Lecture Notice," if not sent on post-card."]
LONDON.

Hall ot Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 7, musical selections;
'30, G. W. Foote, “ Christianity: Not New and Not True” (3d.,
®d., and Is.)

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 8.15,
free entertainment. Monday at 6.3“, tea and soirée (tickets 6d.)
mTuesday at 8.30, social gathering (free).

Camberwell—61 New Oburcn-roau, S.E.:
‘The Vanishing of the Gods.”

Westminster Branch N.S.8.: Excursion of members and friends
to Egham 5 brakes leave Old Pimlico Pier at 9.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, G. H. Baker, “ Demoralising the
Teachers” ; 7.15, C. Cohen, " Christianity and Civilisation.”

Bethnal Green (opposite 8t. Johu’s Church): 11.15, J. Marshal),
‘What think ye of Christ f"

Camberwell—Station-road:
and Design.”

Clerkeuweli Green: 11.30, J. Rowney will lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C.J. Hunt, “ The Zion
~reed.” Thursday at 8 C. James will lecture.
> Finsbury Park (near the band stand): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey will
ecture. 3.30, a lecture.

s Hammersmith (corner of The Grove): Thursday, Aug. 3, at

,3°. C. J. Hunt, “ The Book of Common Prayer.”

hammersmith Bridge: 6.30, S. Il. Alison, “ The Devil and

J'is Works.”

3 Hyde Park (near Marhle-arch): 11.30, C.J. Hunt, “ Prayer” ;

'3 alecture. Wednesday at 8, Mr. St. John will lecture.

mKilburn (corner of Victoria-road, High-road): Friday, July 28,
iiJ'30, Stanley Jones will lecture. Sunday at 6.30, F. Haslam,

yie Exodus from Egypt.”

"Aryton — High-road (near Vicarage-road):
hidern Science and Revelation.”

1 Midland Arches (corner of Battle Bridgc-road): '11.30, Stanley
°JJes. xThe Cooling of Hell.”

dffie End Waste: 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Forty Days’ Fast.”
~wington Green: 3.15, S, H. Alison, “ The Devil and all his

7.30, W. Heaford,

11.30, S. H. Alison, “ Darwinism

11.30, F. Haslam,

13 ekent's Park (near Gloucester-gate): 3.30, W. J. Ramsey will
Vitoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15 and 3.15, C. Cohen
¢Lecture.
Cooi*hbamstow—Markhouse-road:
g of Hell.”
hrh°®'T Green—Jolly Butehers’-hill: 11.30, W. Heaford, “ Secu-
and Christianity Compared.”
uH OUUNTKY.
"Fte i- -Shepherd's Hall, Old Market-street: 7, Mr. Verney,
ql 'historic Man ” j business meeting after the lecture.
IIt Ttham — Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton:
q t--John, Il Evolution and Design.”
. XiirsJ“r"-Ca',hedral Restaurant, City Walls:
Hull  n aiter God'rf own Heart.”
~~St. George’s Hall. 8 Albion-street:
Tpsw' v°Tthe Evils of the Working Classes.”
TBeetiklO“ "Bo-operativeHall small! »mI,Cox-lane: 7,important
nS of members.

6.30, Stanley Jones, “ The

7,
6.30, C. Doeg,
“ p

7, Mr. Fryer,
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Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall,
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St. Anne-street: 11, Tontine

Society; 7, Harry 8mith, “ God in a Jug.”
Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road,
All Saints’: 6.30, H. Snell, « The Ascent of Man ” ; preceded by a

dramatic recital.

Tuesday at 8 debating circle, T. Griffiths,

“ Spiritualism: a Relic of Barbarism.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street:

monthir meeting.

3, members'

Sheffield: Excursion of members and friends to Dore, for Rye-

mcroft Gi*n, etc.; train leaves Midland Station at 2.30, Heeley at
2.35; tea at Mr. Frith’s Farm, Dore, at 5.

1 South Shields—Free Library Hall, Ocean-road : Charles Watts,

11t, “ The Bible Up to Date” ;

«Grave ?—the Question Answered ” ;

3, “ Is there a Life Beyond the
7, * Christianity or Secular-

lism: which is better suited to meet the Needs of Mankind ?”

I Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street:

7, J. Clare,

>“ Thomas Paine: his Place in History.”
Open-air Propaganda.

Bradford — Market-ground, Godwin-street:

6.30, H. Smith,

“ My Impressions of America and Canada” (continued).
Brighton (on the Level): 3, Mr. Evans will lecture.

Chatham — New-road (near Waghorn memorial):

11, Mr.

St. John, “ Christianity and Progress.”
Manchester—Stevenson-square: 3, H. Snell, “ God’s Book.”

LECTURERS’

Stephen H. Alison,

W.C.—July 30, m., Camberwell;
13, a., Finsbury Park;

Aug. 6, e.,, Lambeth;
Arches; 27, Mile End Waste.

ENGAGEMENTS.
Democratic Club, Essex-street, Strand,

a., Islington; e.,, Hammersmith.
20, m., Midland

C. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, E.—July 3u, m. and a.,

Victoria Park; e., Battersea.
bury Park; e., Camberwell;
a., Victoria Park;

e., Edmonton;

Aug. 6, m., Camberwell; a., Fins,
9, Hyde Park;

13, m., Mile End;
16, Hyde Park; 17, Hammer,

smith; 20, m., Leyton; a., Victoria Park; e., Hammersmith.

James Hooter, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham.—

Aug. 6, Manchester.

Stanlet Jones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.—

July 30, m., Midland Arches;
Wood Green; a., Hyde Park;

e.,
13, m., Wood Green;

Aug. 6, m.,
e., Hyde

Hammersmith.

Park; 20, m., Victoria Park; 27, Chatham; 31, Hammersmith.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, 8:K.

—July 28 to Aug. 19, Summer Tour.

27, m., Wood Green.

Aug. 20, m., Hyde Park ;

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Aug. 13, m., Battersea;

e, Camberwell.

St. John,
Chatham.
Park; 20, m. Bethnal Green.

Works by

The Grand Old Book. A reply
to the Grand Old Man. _An Ex-
haustive answer to the Right Hon
W. E. Gladstone’s “ Impregnable

Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.
Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.
Is Socialism Sound? Four

Nights' Public Debate with Annie
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights' Public Debate with
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is.
Superior edition, cloth, Is. tid.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 28. Cd.

Letter to the Clergy. First
iSeries. 128pp., Is

A Defence of Free Speech.
Three Hours’ Address to the Jury
before Lord Coleridge. With a
Special Preface and many Foot-
notes. 4d.

Comic Strmons and other
FANTASIAS. Contents:--A Ser-
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon
—A Sermon on Sin—A Bishop
in the Workhouse—A Christmas
Sermon—Christmas Eve in Hea-
ven-Bishop Trimmer's Sunday
Diary—The Judge and the Devil
—Satan and Michael—The First
Christmas— Adam’s Breeches—
The Fall of Eve — Joshua at
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon
on Judas Iscariot. 8d.

DirwinonGod. Od. Superior
edition, in cloth, Is,

infidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Reminiscences of Charles
Bradlaugh. 6i.

Rome or Atheism—the Great
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d

8 Norland-road North, Notting Hill, W.—July 30,
Aug. 6, m., Victoria Park;

e., Kilburn; 13, m., Hyde

, W. Foote.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

My Resurrection. A Missing
Chapter from the Gospel of
Matthew, discovered by G. W.
Foote. 2d.

The Folly of Prayer. 2d.

Ingersoilism Defended agst
Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.

Was Jesus Insane? A search-
ing inquiry into the mental con-
dition of the Prophet of Naza-
reth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

What Was Christ? A Reply
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light
on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired?
Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id

The Dying Atheist. A Story.
id.

A

The Rev.Hugh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A Lie in
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant's Theosophy. A
Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Desant. 2d.

The New Cagliostro. An
Open Ljtter to Madame Blavat-
sky. 2d.

The Shadow of the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
what Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for
Royalty. 2d.
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NO DEVIL, NO PRIEST.

“ Have you Been the Devil ?” | asked of an old negro
preacher who was regarded by every one with extreme
veneration.

“ Cose | has. Whut yo come foolin’ wid me dat way
foh ? How’'s | gwine teh know so much 'bout 'im ef | ain't
dun seed 'im ?”

* What does he look like ?”

“ | ain’t got no time teh tell yo whut he do look like, sah.
Da’s so much ’'bout 'im teh tell dat | wouldn't like to
undehtake de job, Monst'us, sah ; oh, he was monst'us.”

“ Now, look here, old man, you are too intelligent to
believe in such nonsense.  You know that no devil has been
seen ; you know that you started the report yourself.”

Flowers of Freethought.

By G. W. FOOTE.
CONTENI1S.

Old Nick \Mr. Gladstone on The Logic of Perse-
Fire!!! Devils cution
Sky Pilote Huxley’'s Mistake Luther and the Devil
Devil Dodgers The Gospel of Free- Bible English
Fighting Spooks thought Living by Faith
Damned Sinners On Ridicule Victor Hugo
Where is Hell ? Who are the Blas- Desecrating a
Spurgeon and Hell phemers ? Church

Is Spurgeon in Christianity and Walt Whitman

Heaven ? Common Sense Tennyson and the
God in Japan The Lord of Lords Bible
Stanley on Provi- Consecrating the  Christ’'s Old Coat

dence Colors Christ’'s Coat, No. 2
Gone to God Chrismas in Hollo- Scotched, Not Slain
Thank God way Gaol God-Making
Judgment Day Who Killed Christ? God and the Weather
Shelley’s Atheism  Did Jesus Ascend? Miracles

A Real Miracle
Jeeus on Women
Paul on Women
Mother's Religion

ed

Long Faces

Our Father

Wait Till You Die
Dead Theology

The Rising Son ?

St. Paul’s Veracity

No Faith with Here-
tics

221 ip., bound in cloth, 2i

y .

E. Truelove’s List.
Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary. Two vols., nearly 1,300 pages
two portraits. Price 8s., post free.

Voltaire’'s Tales, Romances, and Satires. Cloth.

Paine’s Age of Reason and all his other Work3 on Religion.
trait. 2s. 6d.

Volney’'s Ruins of Empires and Law of Nature. Plates, cloth. 2s.

Miraband's System of Nature. Memoir by C. Bradlaugh. 2s. Od.

The Prophet of Nazareth, by E. P. Nazareth. This immense work of
050 large pages was published at 12s. (id. E. Truelove, to clear out the
remainder, will send the work post free for Os. Od. [This work was
favorably reviewed by the Westminster Review, Leader, National Reformer,
The Reasoner, Newcastle Daily Chronicle, and others.]

Robert Cooper on the Immortality of the Soul. Half price, Od.

Revealed Religion, by a Wrangler of Cambridge. Od.

The Laws and Customs of Marriage, by R. Hartc. 94 pages. |Is.

The Diegesis—T ie Origin, Evidences, and Early llIstorv of Christianity,
by Robert Taylor, B.A. 429 pages. Price 3s., post free. [The author
was imprisoned twice for blasphemy.]

Among tho Americans, by G. J. llolyoake.
traits of the author and Frank Leslie. Cd.

Organisation, not of Arms, but of Ideas, by G. J. Holyoake. Gd.

Jachin and Boaz, a Key to Freemasonry. Od.

Qidipus Judaicus, by Sir Wm. Drummond. Written to show the un-
historical character of the Jewish Patriarchs. 10 plates. Only a few
left. 7s. Od., post freo.

Mazzini—Life, by Madame Venturi; also Mazzini on the Duties of
Man and Thoughts on Democracy. Two fine portraits. 3s., post free.

The Elements of Social Science. 004 pages. By aDoctor of Medicine
Price 2s. Od. boards, 3s. cloth ; either post free.

Logic and Utility, by the Author of the “ Elements.” Gd

Homo Rule and Federation, by the Author of the sElements.” 2d.

Moral Physiology, by It. D. Owen. Od.

The Queen v. E. Truelove. Full Report of tho Trial for Selling
“ Moral Physiology.” Price Od., cloth Is.

Poverty, its Cause and Only Cure. Id. By M. G. Il.

E. TRUELOVE, 256 HIGH HOLBORN.

BIBLE STUDIES,

ESSAY ON PHALLIC WOESHIP,

AND OTHER CURIOUS RITES AND CUSTOMS.
By J. M. WHEELER.

Contents :—Pballic Worship Among the Jews—Circumcision
—Moses at the Inn—Tho Brazen Serpent—Religion and Magic
— Toboos—Blood Rites—Scape Goats—Trial by Ordeal— Llible
Witchcraft—Saul's Spiritualist Seance—Sacrifices—Passover
—The Evolution of Jahveh—Joshua and the Sun— Hebrew
Prophets—OIld Testament Marriage—Song of Solomon—Sacred
Seven.
2/6 Superior paper, Illustrated, bound in cloth, 2/6

2s. 6d., post free.
Por-

80 pages and index, por-
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“ Look yeah, sah,” he exclaimed, turning wrathfully upon
me, “ whut yo mean by cornin’ down yeah a-foolin’ an’
a-meddiin’ wid our ’'ligious 'fairs?  Ain’t yo got no bizness
teh 'ten teh at home ? Doan yo know yo got teh keep de
Debbil cons’antly befo’ dese niggahs or da-ain gwine do no
good ? Whar | preached las’ yeah | got up an’ tola 'em I
didn’ blebe dat da wus any Dsbbil an’ whut did da do ? Da
cut down my salary an’' den didn’ gib me but halfen do
cut-down. An’ 'stid takin’ off dar hats wen da met me in de
road like da usteh do, da'd laugh at me au’ call me ole
knocked-kneed Ben. So wen | come obeh heah I 'lowed teh
myse'f, | did, dat | wuz gwine teh use diffunt tactics, an’ |
has. W'y, sah, ef yo take de Debbil outen ’ligion, de niggah
preacher would starve teh death, so g'long 'way, now, ’'an
quit foolin’ wid eh bizness dat you ain’t got no intust in.”

WHY BE ILL ?

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.l. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread,
Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit,
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Ci re of Disease,
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness,
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long
Worms, Tape Worms, Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. Il. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
The Healing Power of Nature; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease;
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments; The Pig as Human Food,;
Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion ; Salt; Saline
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
Sleeplessness ; Want of Energy, etc. ; Health Hints for Workers, Shop
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and cn
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS'. Vol.lll. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Health and Wealth ; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure
Air,and How to Get it; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and
Appetite ; Effects of Fasting ; Perfect Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers;
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc.
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat,Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live One
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence,
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Ghilblains, tbs Diseases Produced by
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.lV. For Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.
New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings
Banks, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its
Abuse, Macaroai, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices,
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi-
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also tho Cause and
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pedicnli or
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,
Epidemic Influenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.
The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. Gd.
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers,
from the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. Id.
Rheumatism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7cl. — Consumption : Its
C.auseand Cure. Post free 7d.—Diet ani>DIioESTION. Post free /<L
Three Paml'Ulets to Youno Men. Post freo Is. Id.
AU these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in
cloth in one volume. Post free Us. Gd.
All the above can be got from Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 SpANisn Place,
Manchester SYyUAUE, London, W.
Hours ok Consultation aro—Morning from IQa.m. to 1 p.m_;
10s. 6d. Evening from 6 to 8 ; fee, 5s.
Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Od. Patients visited in the
country. Feeaccording to distance and the time oeeupied in going and
returning. Advice Given by post.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. It. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.R., M.N.S.S.
1G0 pages, with portrait ami autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., post free.

*** |n order to bring the information within tho reach of the poor, th
most important parts of the book are issued in a ﬁamphlet_ of 112,PaS
at one pennt, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution
a doz. post free.

Tho National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, nays: “ Mr.
pamphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the N« .
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to n>o
feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes’' service to the
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his comr]li
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical it
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by "d*
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites »

rostfree

fee,

lowest possible prices.” alld
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. AH»at i
others have also spoken of it in very high terms. atone*

Both the Book and the Pamphlet fnay he had of R. For.DER, 28
entter-street, London, or of tho Author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERN5>
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WHERE TO FIND HAPPINESS
HEREAFTER.

The late J. K. Stephen gave early
evidence of his poetic talent. Asked at
Eton to draw a comparison between the
pleasures and pains of eternity in the nest
world, he is said to have written a good
prose answer, and as the hoys were also
invited if possible to illustrate the subject
m verse, he added the following lines :—

While the burning at first
Perhaps would be worst,
Still custom the anguish might soften ;
But if you were bored
With praising the Lord,
rou’d be more so with praising him often.

He was let off with a caution.

the essence [

OF RELIGION

, GOD THE IMAGE OP MAN
MAN'S DEPENDENCE UPON NATURE
of

the last and

RELIGION.

By LUDWIG FEUERBACH.

"No one has demonstrated and explained
‘he purely human origin of the idea of God
“etter than Ludwig Feuerbach.”— Buchner.

"l confess that to Feuerbach | owe a
*ebt of inestimable gratitude. Feeling
Iout in uncertainty for the (/round, anil
nulling everywhere shifting sands, Feuer
bach cast a sudden blaze in the darknesl
nmd disclosed to me the way.”—Rev. S

only source

STANTON, the People's Dentist, 335 Strand F\CI)F'PO-
_ slto Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCA E,
*»6d. each, upper or lowor set, £1. Best quality, 4s.
?j®n, upper or lower, £2, completed in four hours
, esti required, repairin’;/ or alterations in two hours,

f you pay more than the above_ they are fancy
»“mBs. Teeth on platinum 7s. 6il. each, on 38c.
i’*& »tonping as. 6d., extraction Is., painless by

I 0 FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen
jir. Squiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate
Jj cf8 First-clas# Style and Fit Guaranteed.—
Th»  *PTCN Tailor, 14 Great Castle Street, W.
Wn_ doors from Regent Streak [Patronised bj
ANFre«thinlrarK.l

W. J. Rendelt’8
“WIFE'S FRIEND.”

tini~onded by Mrs. Besant in *Lavr of Popula-
boou ,PaS°® 82, and Dr. Allbntt in “ Wife*« Eland,
ell " o 51« Ma<le solely by J. Pui.lkn, 15 Chad-
i irRtreet» Clorkeuwell: 2». 'd<»z., post free (reduction
«nwirl%er quantities). For particulars send stamped
Hiifginson’s Syringe, with Vortical AND

Current, 3s. 6d.. 4s. (id, and 5s. 6d. Dr

Dr. Powder, la. 2d  Quinine Compound, Is. 2d
tostf butt'B Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All prices

W. J. Rendell

chadwell Street, Clerkenwcll, E.C.
Near the“ Angel.M

feciAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

(jovird" < in the hands of every Married
tlle Fie in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
lhei» Uml)er of their family according to
of al. njeanH, as it contains full particulars
hy ~ -Preventive Requisites recommended
*ahiah'i A- Allbutt and othersj and

n formation on matters of import.

~ 0>henCe3Sary tO known by Married

Ch»tarrPMW1H be sent, under cover, on receipt
tQ }to finy partof theUnited Kingdom,
hi8ta,,, *°reign parts on receipt of letter
4(U? -
e*-E. LAMBERT &SON,
(R (.DoaiCSTIC & HYGIENIC UKET.)
— b » Road, Dalst.op London. N.E.

K .1 freethinker
10siTTrxIT[JATION as a CLERK or a

@tcea a °F TRUST. Good refer-
‘' C FrR ] '« 3 »
<\W STONECUTTER STREET,
LONDON, E.C, ;

The Freethinker,

Bishop (at Confirmation)—*“ How many
sacraments are there ?”

Little Girl—“ Please, sir, there ain't
any left.”

Bishop—*“ Why, what do you mean,
my child ?”

Little Girl—“ Please, sir, granny took
the last sacrament just before she died.”

The Rev, Dr. Howard, rector of St.
George's, Southwark, and chaplain to
Princess Augusta, was so fond of good
living that he ran considerably into debt
with many of the tradesmen in his parish.
It was in their special interests that he
one day preached from the text, “ Have
patience and | will pay you all.” He

"Indigestion

LIVER TROUBLES

MOORE'S DIGESTIVE PILLS are honestly recom-
mended by the Proprietor as a Cure for the above
complaints. They HAVE cured and WILL cure.
Price Is. and 2s. per box, po6t free.

A small sample box will be sent post free to any
sufferer who will apply to the Sole Proprietor,

WILFRID HILL,
ThePharmacy, ColeshiU, Warwickshire.

R_BEER STAVPS

Your Monogram to mark Linen or
Paper; two letters. Is.; throe
letters, Is. 6d.; any Name, Is. 6d.
Box, Pad and Ink included. All
Kinds of Stamps. Patterns free.
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N-IRETON
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street,
London. Agents wanted.

LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

George Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury-st.,
London, E.C.

(And sent through the Post Oni.v),

LEGAL EIGHT HOURS' QUESTION.-Two
Nights’ Public Debate between Geo. Bernard
Shaw and G. W. Foote. Verbatim Report, cor-
rected by both disputants. Undoubtedly this
is by farthe best statement of both sides of the
question. 7(i pages, post free, 7d.

VOLTAIRE’S Important Examination of the
Holy Scriptures. Post free, 4>d.

THE PEOPLE'S HISTORY of the ENGLISH
ARISTOCRACY. By Geo. Standring. 174pp.,
post free Is. 2d.

COURT FLUNKEYS: Their “Work” and
Wages. By Geo.Standring. Post free I}d.
THE POPULATION QUESTION. By Dr.C.R.
Drysdale. A careful and complete statement
of the Neo-Malthusian position. 100pp., stout

wrapper, portrait; post free 7d.

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF T. R.
MALTHUS. By C. R. Drysdale, M.D. 120pp.,
with portrait of Maltlims. Should be read by
every student of social problems. Post free 7ii.

THE CAUSE OF POVERTY. A Paper read at
the National Liberal Club, by Dr. C. R. Drys-
dale. Post free 2d.

VEGETARIAN FALLACIES.
Drysdale. Post free 2id.

LENGTH OF LIFE of Total Abstainers and of
Moderate Drinkers Compared. By Dr. C. R.
Drysdale. Post free 2Jd.

THE NEWEST MATERIALISM. Papers on
the Books of Mill, Comte, Bain, Spencer, Atkin-
Bon and Feuerbach. By William Maccall.
Cloth, published at 5s.; post free Is.

DISEASE AND MARRIAGE. By Dr. H. A.
Allbutt. A most useful work. Post free Is. 9d.

HINT'S ON NURSING ; and MONTHLY
NURSING. Invaluable books for the Home.
Post free 7d. each.

THE WIFE'S HANDBOOK, a work cn mat-
ters of the utmost importance to Married
Women. By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free 8d.

POPULATION AND SOCIAL REFORM.
Being a few plain words on a suppressed sub-
ject. By Il. Roberts. 24 pages, post free
three-halfpence.

The trade supplied by R. FORDER,
2S Stonecutter-sfeet, E.C.

By Dr. Chas.R.

TWOMAN, middle aged, require» Situation a» Care-

taker or similar capacity ; excellent references;
good cook : two sons engaged during day. Talbot,
41 Mount Pleasant, E.C,
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spoke at great length on the virtues of
patience, and then proceeded: “ I now
come to the second part of my discourse,
which is, * And | will pay you all’; but
that | shall defer to a future occasion.”

At the dinner table. Subject— trans-
migration of souls. Mr. K—, a firm
believer, who had been expatiating on the
doctrine, addressed by a gentleman with :

“ lv—, what do you suppose you were
before you were K ?”

K—: “ 1 do not know.
been a hog for all I know.”

“ Well,” was the rejoinder, “ yon have
not altered much— just got up on your
hind legs.”

I might have

Golonel Ingersoll’s

WORKS.

Some Mistakes of Moses. 132pp. ... 1 O
Superior edition, cloth 1 6
The only complete edition in_England.
Accurateé as Colenso, and fascinating as
a novel.

Defence of Freethought
A five hours speech at the Trial of C. B.
Reynolds for Blasphemy.

Reply to Gladstone
With a Biography by J. M.

Rome or Reason?
A Reply to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against. Criminals

Oration on Walt Whitman..

Oration on Voltaire

Abraham Lincoln

Humanity’'s Debt to Thomas Paine...

Ernest Renan and Jesus Christ

True Religion

The Three Philanthropists

Love the Redeemer

Why | am an Agnostic.

Why I am an Agnostic.

God and the State

Paine the Pioneer

Faith and Fact.....

God and Man ..

The Dying Creed

The Limits of Toleration .
A Discussion with the Hon, F. D. Coudcrt
and Gov. S. L. Woodford.

The Household of Faith

Art and Morality 0

Do | Blaspheme ? .. 0

The Clergy and Common Sense (0]

. 0
0

Part I.
Part I1.

Social Salvation....
Marriage and Divorce..
The Great Mistake
Creeds and Spirituality
Live Topics
Myth and Miracle
Real Blasphemy

Repairing the Idols
Christ, and Miracles .

U FoRiiKit, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

NNONNDNN

READ THE WORKS OF

ARTHUR B. MOSS'.’
Praised by the entire Frecthouyht Pr<ecss
of Ewjland and America.

The Bible and Evolution

iu cloth. Uhtitp tuition, Is.
Christianity and_Evolution —s 6d
ill CICtil.

-2s. 6d

Aliro Design and Natural Selection, 1d.; Man and tlie
Lower Animal, Id. ; Bible Baint«. Parx 1, 2 and 3,
Id. each; Two Revelationg, Id.

Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’« court; li. jForder, 28
btonecu tter-streot.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For further Particulars send stamped directed
=mvelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N

A Lie in Five Chaftxss
TIZTEREV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES'S

CONVERTED ATHEIST

Bv G. W. FOOTE
Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire
to see this pious fraud exposed as wide)7 as
Wee Id] possible. [Truld
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THE SUMMER

OF

PORTRAITS.
Colonel Ingersoll
Erasmus
Profossor Huxley
Professor Buchner
Professor Tyndall
M. D. Conway

John Morley

THIRTY-TWO
PAGES.

The Freethinker,

NOW ON SALE.

“THE FREETHINKER.”

CONTENTS;

CARTOONS.

Theological Three-card Trick
A Good Old Game
Visiting Angels
Room for Salvationists
The Summer Soul-Saver
God’s Covenant
Christian Socialism
Freethought Broom
Solomon in all his Glory
The Death-bed Bogie
Jephthah’s Daughter
Jonah and the Whale say
Good-bye 1

ARTICLES.

Last Will of Jehovah
Praise of Folly

The Magic Wand
Another Gospel
Holiday Notes in Paris
God and the Devil

A Letter from Heaven
A Christian Land

New Political Platform
New Salvation Co.

Dr. Bladderhead’'s Catechism
Christians Cornered
Religion and Insanity

PRICE SIXPENCE.

(Post Free Eightpence.)

PRINTED ON FINE TONED PAPER.

GOTT'S
GREAT SUMMER SALE now PROCEEDING

July 30, 1893

NUMBER

VERSE.

The Christian Evidence Man
The Town Crier
Miracle
The Fourth Commandment
Robert Burns
The First Coward
Summer Soul-Saver
Why?
The Good Young Man
Tim and Joe
Home Missionaries Wanted
Profane Jokes
Etc. Etc. Etc.

THIRTY-TWO
pages.

IN HANDSOME WRAPPER.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE OF BARGAINS TO-DAY.

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS P

OUR EXTRA SPECIAL £2 CLEARANCE PARCEL

CONTAINING
ONE GOOD STRONG FASHIONABLE GENTS TWEED or SERGE SHIT LENGTH.
ONE VERY PRETTY (any color) LADY'S DRESS LENGTH.
ONE GENTS' UMBRELLA, warranted twelve months.

ONE LADY'S UMBRELLA, warranted twelve months.

ONE PAIR of SPECIAL 4s. WHITE LACE CURTAINS.

TEN YARDS REMNANTS (double width) FOR GIRLS’' DRESSES.
The Whole Lot Carriage Paid for 40s.

If this Parcel does not give Perfect Satisfaction, we will return 10 per cent, in addition to money paid.

DON'T FORGET THE BRUNO CLOTH.

This is the Best Cloth in the Market at 10s. 6d.

Sale Price 8s. per Dress Length ~any color).

Our Price for Making Up only during Sale—Suits 20s., Trousers 5s.

Self-measurement Forms on application.

Fit and Satisfaction in every respect Guaranteed.

J, W, GOTT, CLOTH WAREHOUSE, BRADFORD.

Printed »nd Published by G. W; Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, S.C,



