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THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR.

T h e r e  is much food for the cynic in the history— the 
tr u e  history— of the Sunday opening of the W orld’s 
Fair at Chicago. Long before the big show was 
ready the question was fiercely agitated whether the 
Lord’s Day should be desecrated by letting the 
people go through the turnstiles. All sorts of 
opinions were expressed. Some said the show 
ought to be opened on Sunday because it 
■Was the only day the people could go in large 
numbers. Others Baid that the drinking saloons, and 
■Worse places still, would be open on Sunday, and if 
the Fair were shut tho moral state of Chicago on the 
Lord’s Day would be worthy of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Others said that the Fair was a good place to visit, 
and Sunday was a good day, and the better the day 
the better the deed. Others said it would be a bad 
thing to open the Fair on Sunday because it would 
mterfere with the blessed Day of Rest. Finally, the 
great tribe of Sabbatarian bigots declared that the 
Sunday opening of the Fair would be an insult to 
God Almighty, who would never stand it, and would 
Probably destroy all the buildings and exhibits in a 
fit of holy vengeance.

The debate on this Sunday-opening question was 
l°ng and strong. It ended in a negative decision, 
tut not before the Freethinkers and Liberals had 
considerably educated the public mind upon the 
subject. The one good of all such struggles, in fact, 
18 that reason gets a wider hearing.

Well, the World’s Fair opened with a big crush on 
a Wet day. Things looked promising, and America 
Was going to lick creation—as usual. But somehow 
*“ 0 attendance at the show did not come up to 
expectation. The daily returns were so small as to 
^ean something like bankruptcy. This went on for 
8otne time, and at last the real God of the United 
states had an innings. The Almighty Dollar asserted 
totnself. He asked the Americans if they were 
going to let themselves look small in the eyes of 
Luropej Asia, Africa, and Australia; if they were 
going to let tho show be a failure; and, above all, 
}f they were going to let it prove a bad investment. 
•*«at settled it. At once the tide began to turn. A 
reuction Bet in on behalf of Sunday opening. Religion 
ourried the day when there was nothing to lose by it, 
y**1 us soon as it stood in the way of business the 
i ^ o s  began to “  hum ”  and “  ha.” After a brief

"Orval of reflection they decided to give the other 
ii 0 a trial. Then it was, exit Jehovah and enter

° Almighty Dollar.
n ,°“ n Milton made Satan address the sun as 
hid now world, at whose sight all tho
j  0 their diminished heads.”  Satan, however, like 

®8ua Christ, did not know of America. It wasn’t 
ho maps when ho went to school. What he know

“  Tho 
stars

No. 622.]

we call the old world. The new world of to-day is 
America. And the god of this new world is the 
Almighty Dollar, at whose sight (when on the war 
path) all the stars of the theological firmament hide 
their diminished heads.

Scripture says that the love of money is the root 
of all evil. Perhaps it is. But the religious people 
have a good share of that root, and a mighty big 
share of the branches. And how they shake them to 
bring down the golden fruit! Just as holy Peter 
shook Ananias and Sapphira to get out of them the 
cash they had kept back from the apostles’ exchequer.

The reign of the Almighty Dollar is not confined 
to America. Englishmen—yea, and Scotchmen,
Irishmen, and Welshmen— worship him under a 
different name. Sometimes he passes as a Trinity, 
instead of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

£  s. d. I £  g. d . !
Erer blessed Trinity.
Three in one, and one in three,
Erer blessed £  g. d. 1

Sometimes he is known as “  rhino,”  “  brass,”  
“ oof,”  “ yellow-boys,” etc., etc.— all such names 
being loving designations of the one, great, unchange
able (except into small change), everlasting, omni
potent, beneficent godhead. “  The one remains, the 
many change and pass.” Names alter, but the thing 
is imperishable.

We are prepared to back the Almighty Dollar, 
under any alias, against all the gods in the Pantheon. 
All other deities are worshipped by sections of the 
human race; ho alone is worshipped by all, from 
pole to pole, from China to Peru. His temples are 
everywhere, in fact, where even a handful of people 
swop, barter, trade, or transact anything in the shape 
of a bargain. Wherever money exists, and one man 
is able to make anything out of another, the 
Almighty Dollar is worshipped and adored. To the 
reveller ho promises (and gives) rich, rare wines, 
flashing in golden cups; to the voluptuary a mistress, 
lissom-limbed and honey-mouthed; to tho despot 
power over millions ; to the men and women of “ the 
world ” fine dresses, opera seats, horses and carriages, 
town houses,country mansions, and troops of servants. 
These things and others he bestows upon his elect, 
and people strive to “ make their election sure.”  
When they bask in the golden sunlight of his smile 
all is bright; the gods of other faiths are neglected, 
heaven and hell are idle dreams, and death itself is a 
thing to bo forgotten.

Yes, it is the Almighty Dollar that has opened tho 
World’s Fair. Every god does good now and then, 
generally by accident. We must set this against 
the Almighty Dollar’s doings in England, where the 
hat is going round for the Liberator victims. Balfour, 
Hobbs, Wright and Co., worshipped this deity, and 
sacrificed thousands on his altar. They were pious 
meD, they were aided and abetted by othor pious 
men, and all of them talked about “  God.” But that 
was generic; his specifio title was tho Almighty 
Dollar. G. W. FOOTE.
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BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY*

M r . L i l l i e ’ s little book on The Influence o f Buddhism, 
on Primitive Christianity, is one which deserves the 
attention of all interested in the sympathy of religions, 
or in the complex question of the origin of Christianity. 
Having long since given my opinion that Christianity 
is to some extent indebted to the prior religion 
of Buddha, and having also in a review of Mr. 
Lillie’s previous work Buddhism in Christendom 
expressed dissent from some of his conclusions,! I 
may now fairly congratulate him on putting his 
argument in concise and readable form, and proceed 
to deal with it in my own fashion.

Everyone allows that Christianity is, in part, based 
on Judaism. The New Testament constantly appeals 
to the Old, and much in the Church is based on the 
synagogue. Yet Christianity is distinct from, and in 
some important respects antagonistic to, the spirit of 
Judaism. Certain of its features, such, for instance, 
as its spirit of abnegation and its doctrine of the 
Incarnation, remain to this day “  to the Jews a 
stumbling block.”  Mr. Lillie theD does well to 
preface his inquiry with a chapter on the religion of 
the Jews, which he shows to have been essentially a 
religion of sacrifice and taboo.J How was it 
Christianity came to abolish these distinctive features ? 
The suggestion that the influence came from 
Buddhism, “  the religion of the bloodless altar,” 
cannot be lightly set aside in view of the evidence 
that this great missionary religion did penetrate 
to Syria and Egypt, and that in both these countries 
communities were established known as Essenes and 
Therapeutaa, which, recruited from the Jews, yet 
bore token of their affinity with Buddhism.

The rock-hewn inscriptions of Asoka prove that 
in the third century b .c . Buddhist missionaries went 
from India to all neighboring potentates, mentioning 
by name Antiochus of Syria, Ptolemy of Egypt, 
Magas of Cyrene, and Alexander of Greece. One 
inscription reads: “  Both here and in foreign countries 
everywhere the people follow the doctrine of the 
religion of Aseka wheresoever it reacheth.” One of 
the Buddhist sacred books, the Milinda-panha, is 
occupied with a discussion held in Syria between 
Nagasena, a Buddhist and Menander, who, we are 
told, was born at Alexandria, and who became a con
vert. The Mahaiuanso, old Buddhist chronicles of 
Ceylon, mentions among those who came from afar to 
a great celebration (b .o . 157), theThero of Yona, and 
30,000 priests "  from the vicinity of Alasadda, the 
capital of the Yona country.”  Bishop Lightfoot, 
with more ingenuity than iDgenuonsuess, suggested 
this referred to Alexandria ad Caucasum, an incon
siderable town of Cabul. But the great trade em
porium between Egypt and the East is glaringly 
referred to, and the reference suggests the explanation 
of the hithorto unsolved enigma of the origin of 
Christian monkery.

Protestants, in lopping off what they consider the 
excrescences of Christianity, have thereby obscured 
its origin. In particular they have lost sight of how 
largely primitive Christianity was a monastic system. 
Its essential precepts, found in the Sermon on the 
Mount, its doctrine of forsaking father, mother, wife, 
and child, and taking up the cross, are the teachings 
of monks. It has been usual to say that Christian 
monkery came from Egypt, and no doubt that is 
true. But the question is, how came monkery into 
Egypt? It was not native to the old Egyptian 
religion, and appears to be no earlier than tho 
worship of Serapis under the Ptolemies. Since there 
is evidence that Buddhist missionaries did visit

* The Influence of Buddhism on Primitive Christianity, by Arthur 
Lillie. Loudon: ¿wan Bonnenscliein and Co. 5 1893. 

t Secularist, 1876 j Progress, April 1884, and June 1887.
J In my Bible Studies I have dwelt on the same aspect« of 

Judaism.

Egypt, it is certainly no unreasonable conjecture that 
they may have led both to the institutes of monkery 
in connection with the worship of Serapis and also 
to the monastic community of theTherapeutæ, whose 
books Eusebius believed to be our gospels (Ec. Hist, 
ii. 17).

Mr. Lillie has a chapter on the Essene Jesus. He 
finds both an Essene and Anti-Essene Christ in the 
New Testament, and he holds that the latter has been 
interpolated. He seems to think that there was an 
actual historical Jesus, an Essene. But I would sub
mit to him that it is barely possible that the sole 
historical nucleus may have been built upon John 
the Baptist, and that what was originally said of 
John may afterwards have been ascribed to the ideal 
Jesus Christ. Mr. Lillie, whose chapters on The 
Gospel According to the Hebrews, The Church o f Jeru- 
salem, and Johannine Buddhism, show he has closely 
studied the early history of Christianity, will not 
deem this suggestion so startling as would an ortho
dox Christian. Where all is conjecture, why should 
not I throw out mine also ?

The similarity of the teaching of the Essenes as 
reported by Josephus and Philo to that of the New 
Testament has often been pointed out, and also their 
similarity to those of Buddhism. The moral teachings 
of Buddhism are indeed essentially the same as those 
of Christianity. Sometimes they are expressed in 
superior form. The maxim of the Dhamnapada, 
“  Let a man overcome anger by love ; let him over
come evil by good ; let him overcome the greedy by 
liberality, the liar by truth ”  (v. 103), is decidedly pre
ferable to the gospel injunction “ Resist not evil.”  
How similar to the teaching ascribed to Jesus is the 
saying of Buddha, that the law against adultery is 
“  broken by even looking at tho wife of another with 
a lustful mind”  (Buddhaghosa’s Parables, p. 153) 
“  A  man,”  says Buddha, “  buries a treasure in a deep 
pit, which, lying concealed therein day after day, 
profits him nothing; but there is a treasure o»f 
charity, piety, temperance, soberness, a treasure 
secure, impregnable, that cannot pass away, a treasure 
that no thief can steal”  (Khuddaka Patha, p. 13). 
Mr. Lillie devotes many pages to such parallels and 
their cumulative force is very considerable. While 
many of the sayings ascribed to Jesus can be paralleled 
from the Talmud and other Jewish writings, the 
parables remain distinct. Yet Buddha taught in 
parables. Mr. Lillie gives as specimens the parable 
of the prodigal son and that of tho woman at the 
well. I  have recently argued that Luke’s gospel, 
which chiefly gives us the parables, is largely made 
up from the Gnostic gospel used by Marcion, and 
here it may bo noticed that Gnosticism, which 
formed tho anti-Jewish element in the early Church, 
is identically the same name as Buddhism, and indeed 
represented Buddhist thought as modified by Persian, 
Grecian, and Egyptian influences.

Mr. Lillie’s chapter on Rites is especially a strong 
one. Custom and ritual is even more enduring than 
dogma. From the time of our earliest acquaintance 
with Buddhism, travellers have been struck with tho 
marvellous similarities between the observances in 
Buddhist and Christian monasteries and temples. 
The Abbé Hue mentioned how he found “  Tho cross, 
the mitre, the dalmatic, the cope of the Grand 
Lamas, the services with double choirs, psalmody, 
exorcisms, censers suspended by fivo chains, tho 
benediction, ecclesiastical colibacy, spiritual retire
ment, worship of saints, fasts, processions, tho holy 
water.” * Ho might have added tonsure, relics, 
bells, public confession, penances, pilgrimages, use of 
flowers, long candles, etc. James Ferguson, a high 
authority on ancient architecture, asserts that the 
details of the early Christian church were borrowed 
en bloc from the Buddhists. “  Relic worship, bo 
says, "  was certainly borrowed from the East,

* Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and China, vol ii., ch. 2, r>. 50.
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nine-tenths of the institutes and forms of Latin 
Christianity from Buddhist sources."* Mr. Rhys 
Davids observes of the similarities of ritual, “  If all 
this be chance, it is a most stupendous miracle of 
coincidence; it is, in fact, ten thousand miracles.” t 
Mr. Lillie well illustrates the unlikelihood of the 
earlier faith when once established, taking over the 
doctrines and rites of the later religion. “  Buddhism, 
by the time that a Christian missionary could have 
reached it, was a far more diffused and conservative 
religion than Anglicanism." Altogether, a very 
strong case is presented, and the book deserves the 
best consideration of all students of the origins of 
Christianity. J. M. W h e e l e r .

W AS JESUS AN IDEAL MAN?

D is t in g u is h e d  men in the realms of literature have 
at various times recorded that Jesus was their Ideal 
Man—the most perfect model of humanity that ever 
entered upon the scene of life ! To them he did not 
appear as a God, or even as a miracle-worker, but 
only as a unique man. Byron, in writing of Socrates 
and Jesus, speaks of the latter as “ Thou diviner 
still.”  Theodore Parker, Greg, Renan, Lecky and 
others, wrote of Jesus in the highest terms, and exalted 
him to a height of sublimity unequalled by any other 
member of the human family. It is, however, worthy 
of note that Renan, in his Life of Jesus, says that 
Christ had “  no knowledge of the general conditions 
of the world ”  (p. 78) ; he was unacquainted with 
science, “  believed in the Devil, and that diseases 
Were the work of demons”  (pp. 79—80); he was 
“  harsh ”  towards his family, and was “  no philo
sopher ”  (pp. 81—83) ; he “  went to excess ”  (p. 174) ; 
he “  aimed less at logical conviction than at enthu
siasm ” ; “  sometimes his intolerance of all opposition 
led him to acts inexplicable and apparently absurd ”  
(pp. 274, 275); and “  bitterness and reproach became 
more aüd more manifest in his heart”  (p. 278).

Believing that freedom of thought and of utterance 
is the inalienable right of all, we do not question its 
exercise upon the part of anyone in dealing with 
the character of Jesus. But inasmuch as the 
defenders of Christianity have repeatedly referred to 
the opinions of these eminent men of Jesus as evi
dence of the truth of Christianity, we think that it 
taay be useful to inquire if such opinions are justified 
by the reported facts of his life and teachings 
as found in the New Testament. No doubt 
many have been led to form extravagant notions of 
Christ through a partial and an imperfect study of 
bis character; others, through custom and a desire 
to bo thought somewhat in touch with the religion 
°f their country. It is surprising what some people 
'Will do rather than be thought odd in their conduct. 
It is related of Renan that when he attended the 
funeral of Littré, the Positivist, he, like others, 
8prinkled “  holy water ” on the coffin. Many of us, 
Under special circumstances, do things that appear 
to sanction principles and practices of which we 
untirely disapprove. Paley, wo are told, signed the 
thirty-nine Articles “  for peace and quietness sake.” 
But this only proves the weakness of human nature ; 
Uot that the actions performed are always believed in.

In modern controversies wo have seen the name of 
"usu3 used to personify a principle, variously termed 
“ highest morality,”  “  holiness,’' “  the incarnation of 
°ve,” “  social purity,”  etc. Some persons even 

a*‘ego that they seo in Jesus the symbol of all pro
sees, including Republicanism and Socialism. With 
6Uch people the name of Jesus is an influence by 
^uich they think social life can be raised to its 
Ugliest possible plane. That orthodox ministers, 
^ho are bound hand and foot to a supposed Infallible

• Ruile Stone Monuments, pp. 199-513. 
t U ibbeit Lectures, p. 193.

Church and an alleged inspired Bible, and whose 
mental vision is obscured by a mystic faith, should 
be so deluded, we can understand. But it does 
appear to us somewhat singular that writers on his
tory, like Renan and Lecky, should speak of Jesus as 
they do when all trustworthy history is silent upon 
his very existence. Perhaps the explanation is to be 
found in the words of the Rev. James Cranbrook, 
who, in referring to Jesus in the preface of his work, 
The Founders o f Christianity (p. 5), observes: “  Our 
idealisations have invested him (Christ) with a halo 
of spiritual glory that, by the intensity of its bright
ness, conceals from us the real figure presented in 
the gospels. We see him, not as he is described, 
but as the ideally perfect man our fancies have con
ceived.”  The fact is, such eulogistic sentiments as 
those we have referred to about Jesus are not jus
tified by the gospels or the alleged writings of the 
Christian Fathers. Such extravagant claims represent 
the fanaticism of hero-worship, not the calmness of 
intellectual discrimination.

In English-speaking countries the family institu
tion is one that commends itself to millions of our 
race. It is justly esteemed, when properly arranged 
and suitably conducted, as the source of the highest 
pleasure, comfort, and social happiness. Now inas
much as Jesus was neither husband nor father, he 
could not possibly be a model or an exemplar, much 
less a superior example to mankind in these relations. 
And judging from his opinions as expressed in 
Matthew xix,, his views were thoroughly opposed to 
a condition of matrimonial bliss. Moreover, in 
Mark x., he is credited with offering inducements 
which, if acted upon, would destroy all domestic 
fidelity. As a teacher he is described in the gospels 
as being mystical, dogmatic, and vituperative; so 
much so that no controversialist of to-day, who had 
any respect for his reputation, would attempt to 
emulate Jesus in this particular. He seemed to 
indulge the delusion that he and those who agreed 
with him were alone right, and that those who 
differed from him must necessarily be wrong. He 
tolerated no opinions but such as were favorable to 
himself and his mission. Neither in the art of debate 
nor in the propounding of principles calculated to 
regulate and promote the well-being of society, 
should we regard him as our Ideal Man.

Jesus enunciated no broad and generous scheme of 
religious or political liberty. He merely took an 
advantage of such freedom as was established before 
his time; as he found society in this respect, so he 
left it. Despotism and slavery received no rebuke 
from him, nor is there any evidence that he con
sidered them injurious. Many reformers strove for 
centuries to relieve mankind of these evils, and failed; 
but Jesus never even attempted to remove them, or 
to lay down principles by which in happier times 
others might accomplish the work successfully. I f 
the gospel records may be relied upon, he not only 
refrained from doing these things, but he actually 
taught abject submission to existing institutions, and 
he urged liis followers not to resist the principle of 
evil itself. It matters not what reasons may be given 
as to why he so acted, the fact remains that his 
conduct as a reformer was not such as we at the 
present time would regard as being that of an Ideal 
Man. We fail to see, moreover, where the proof is 
that ho was a friend of labor; for while in his time 
the working classes in Rome were suffering the most 
severe trials, and had to submit to the cruelest 
indignities, as pointed out by Lecky, Jesus never put 
forward one plea on their behalf. And among his 
references to labor we find the foolish advice, “  Labor 
not for the meat which perisheth.” I f this were 
acted upon in our time, progress would be indeed 
paralysed.

We are aware that the usual reply made to this and 
similar charges,jj is that Jesus laid down certain
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principles and left his followers to apply them. This, 
however, is not the fact, for we fail to discover in 
the gospels any principles to guide us in science, 
philosophy, general education, politics, or domestic 
duties. Many of the teachings ascribed therein to 
Jesus are so impracticable, that in the present age 
they are entirely ignored. But supposing such 
principles had been given by Christ, as an Ideal 
Man he should have done something more; namely, 
have shown how they could be applied in daily 
conduct. This he made no attempt to do, hence he 
failed as a reformer of the world. Even his teaching 
upon love was neither new nor capable of universal 
application. “  Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself’ ' was taught long before Christ’s time, and 
evidently he fell into the error of supposing that love 
could be manifested at command, which it cannot be. 
Love is the result of causes, and it is not possible to 
exercise it at the command of any one person. Love 
is a growth, an inspiration evoked by reciprocal 
feelings, and where these are absent passion may be 
professed, but genuine love cannot exist. The views 
propounded by Jesus on peace and forgiveness had 
been previously enunciated upon a broader basis 
by Hillel and others. Christ despised riches and the 
vanities of the world, but so did John, whose disciple 
he was. Community of goods, casting out devils, 
and the reprobation of the oath, were not novelties in 
the time of Jesus. He followed Judaism even to 
sharing the common aversion to the heathens. 
Outside his own fraternity they were “  dogs ”  to 
whom it was not meet to give the food of "th e  
children.”

Taking into consideration all the events narrated 
of Jesus in the gospels, he appears to us to have been 
a well-meaning but a deluded person. Of course he 
had some good traits in his character, as most men 
have ; but he was, in our opinion, far from being an 
Ideal Man. His emotions predominated over his 
reason, and his enthusiasm frequently perverted his 
better judgment. Thus we find that in conduct he 
was inconsistent, in opinions contradictory, in teach
ings arbitrary, in knowledge deficient, and in faith 
vacillating. To us he appears to have thought and 
taught false notions of himself, false views of life, 
and to have Lad no knowledge of science. He deceived 
his followers by his pretensions, and victimised him
self by his own credulity. Ho acquired the idea that 
he was not only the greatest of men, but God over 
all men ; that he was the Son, equal with the Father, 
the promised Messiah, who was to sojourn for a time 
on earth, die on the cross, and return to his Father, 
where ho was before the world was. As we disbelieve 
in Christ as God, so we disbelieve in him as a perfect 
man, or as the most perfect and the greatest reformer 
that the world has seen. To lay claim to title and 
authority, both being false, as Christ did, is not a sign 
of greatness of intellect or of disinterestedness of 
intention. If he were deceived in thinking himself 
the Son of God, ho was not fit to bo blindly followed ; 
and if he simply deceived others, he should not bo 
regarded as being an Ideal Man.

Charles W atts.
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A FREETHINKER AT LARGE.
X III .—W ith the F riends or Russian F reedom 

and Mr. George K ennan.

There is abundant reason why Secularists should 
regard with sympathetic approval the work of that 
small but influential body known as the “  Society of 
Friends of Russian Freedom.”  To adapt the classical 
saying of the immortal Somebody (I have quite for
gotten his name) : “  I am a Freethinker : and nothing 
that concerns Freedom is alien to me.”  This Society* 
exists in order to aid, as far as possible, the Russian 
patriots who are trying to obtain for their country 
that political freedom and self-government which 
Western nations have enjoyed for generations. It 
appeals to the enlightened men and women of all 
countries, without distinction of nationality or poli
tical creed, who cannot witness with indifference the 
horrors perpetrated in the empire of the Tzars, and 
who wish a better future for the masses of the Russian 
people. Its monthly organ, F ree R ussia, is perhaps 
the only means by which the truth concerning the 
internal condition of that enormous empire is made 
known to the outer world ; for F ree R ussia  contains 
clandestine correspondence which would never be 
permitted to pas3 the frontier through the ordinary 
channels of communication.

Furthermore, there is a very special reason why 
Freethinkers should look upon Russian revolutionists 
as comrades ; for these men and women are Atheists 
probably without exception. Peter Kropotkin once 
assured me that amongst the educated class in Russia 
(and it is from that class almost exclusively that the 
revolutionary party is recruited) Atheism is as much 
a matter of course as is conventional conformity to 
Christianity amongst our own “  hupper suckles.” The 
martyrs of the movement— the men and women who 
have died upon the scaffold, rotted in dungeons, or 
serished miserably in the remote settlements of 
Siberia—were moved by no impulse save a generous 
desire to free their fellow-creatures from the bonds of 
a crushing and detestablo tyranny.

In our midst to-day there are men, like Princo 
Kropotkin, who have abandoned the advantages of 
wealth, rank, and social distinction, in order to labor 
for humanity; receiving as their reward the exile’s 
doom. Happily they have escaped from the despot’s 
lower and in a foreign land they work for the 

realisation of their dreams of liberty and free develop
ment for their native land, which shall be soon by 
them no more.

The pitiful, yet glorious, history of the Russian 
revolutionary movement has aroused the chivalrous 
enthusiasm of many friends in England and America; 
and of these none is more deservedly distinguished 
than Mr. George Kennan, whose work in the press 
and on the platform has exposed to the civilised 
world the horrors which mark the treatment of 
lolitical exiles in Siberia by the government of the 
Uzar. Originally a traveller and an explorer, Mr. 
Kennan was transformed by his Siberian experiences 
into an ardent apostle of liberty, denouncing with 
righteous indignation the outrages which he had seen 
inflicted upon the victims of oppression.

Mr. Kennan is, at the moment of writing, upon a 
brief visit to London ; and the Society invited its 
members and friends to meet him at Barnard’s Inn 
Hall on the evening of Saturday, June 11. In duo 
course I attended at that quaint, old-world little 
room, which is soon to pass away ; and there I saw 
an assembly which bore eloquent testimony to the 
generous sympathy of English men and women for 
their despot-ridden brethren in Russia. From West
minster five members of Parliament had come, notably 
Mr. J. Allanson Picton, who was once a clergyman ; 
artists, authors, journalists, scholars, and a goodly

* Treasurer, Robert Spenco Watson, LL.D. j lion, sec., Mr. W. W 
Mackenzie, 24 Iledcli£f«-gardens, South Kensington, W.
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number of ladies had assembled to greet Mr. Kennan 
and to encourage him in his noble work.

Naturally, the chief object of interest to me was 
our American guest, the man who had touched the 
heart of the civilised world by his scathing exposures 
of the organised brutality of the Imperial régime. 
Mr. Kennan is apparently about fifty years of age, 
but the hardships of Siberian travel may have frosted 
his hair prematurely. His handsome, mobile face 
reflects every phase of emotion; it is set in stern 
determination as he speaks of work yet to be done, 
and it beams with irrepressible enjoyment as a 
tumorous phrase is uttered.

The principal political refugees from Russia 
Prince Kropotkin, the mysterious writer who is 
known to the world as “  Sergius Stepniak,” Felix 
Volkhovsky (who has lectured upon the Hall of 
Science platform), and Tchaikovsky— were of course 
present, and were the centres of groups of friends.

After much conversation and some really fine 
singing, Mr. Picton assumed the position of “  chair
man,”  briefly introduced Mr. Kennan collectively 
to the company, and then called upon the guest of 
the evening to say a few words. Mr. Kennan is a 
practised lecturer, and he speaks clearly and to the 
point. With regard to his writings on Siberia and 
the exiles, he said that if his wor Is had touched the 
hearts of men, it was because they had in many 
instances been written with tears in his own eyes. 
He had never expected, at his time of life, to find his 
heart dominated by a new emotion ; but when, 
in travelling through Siberia, he had discovered by 
actual investigation the appalling misery of the 
political exiles and had witnessed the horrible 
outrages to which they were subjected, he had 
determined to devote the remainder of his life to 
their cause. The Russian empire was, of course, 
now closed to him, as to many others. The govern
ment of that country regarded ideas, or men supposed 
to be in the possession of ideas, as its deadliest 
enemies. Therefore it stood at the frontier, with 
blacking-brush to obliterate from printed matter any 
passages suggestive of freedom and progress ; and 
with bayonet to keep out the men whose minds were 
filled with pestilent notions of liberty. By means of 
his standing army of soldiers, and his lying army of 
policemen, the Tzar hoped to preserve his throne 
ftnd the existing order of things. Two commissioners 
from the United States had recently made to their 
Government a report upon the social condition of 
-Russia. Two hundred copies of that report had been 
addressed by post to various persons in Russia, but 
n°t a single copy had. crossed tho frontier.

At this point Mr. Kennan suggested to his hearers, 
j’y an effective dramatic touch, the impossibility of 
keeping inside  the Russian dominions some of those 
m whose safe custody the Czar had a deep personal 
mtercst. Kropotkin, as is well known, escaped from 
fhe Petropavlosky fortress in St. Petersburg ; Yolk- 
hovsky has made his way across tho vast expanse of 
Liberia to England and freedom. Turning to the 
*Uer, who stood by his side, Mr. Kennan said : “  In 
°85 I took leave of my dear friend, Felix Yolk- 
°vsky, in Siberia; and I  parted fr o m  him as we hid 

J^rewell to one who is d y in g ”  This impressive com- 
l)arison accentuated the satisfaction with which the 
Sympathetic friends saw tho whilom convict standing 
a health and strength amongst them.

®°me time since the world had been shocked by 
Q m news of a frightful atrocity perpetrated by the 
*mnals of the Czar upon the political exiles at the 
mes of Kara. It had been determined to dispatch 
me of these unfortunate people to a still more remote 

0 ^m ent, and parties had been sent forward under 
mutions which practically meant death by starva- 

°n upon the road. A petition was accordingly pre- 
e.nted to General Ostashkino, praying that departures 
'8ht bo arranged, as had hitherto been tho case, in

pairs at intervals of a fortnight. This petition was 
seized upon as a “  combined resistance ”  to authority, 
and an imaginary “  revolt ”  was “  suppressed ”  with 
horrible barbarity. Some of the “  rebels ”  were 
hanged. A young man, one of those condemned to 
die, had, on the eve of his execution, adjured his 
comrades to see to it that their deaths should not be 
without result. “  W rite all this to K ennan,”  he said. 
Despite the lynx-eyed agents of the Czar, the frightful 
facts were duly recorded and reached Mr. Kennan in 
America. “  1 am proud,” added the speaker, “  that 
on the steps of the scaffold that young man thought 
of me and looked to me to plead their cause before 
the world.” As he uttered these words his voice 
faltered under the influence of strong emotion; and 
the succeeding phrases of polite thanks for the 
reception which had been given to him had a pain
fully conventional and artificial ring, although they 
were obviously spoken in all sincerity.

Perhaps the enthusiasm with which the cause of 
the Russian revolutionists inspires me may not be 
shared by my fellow Freethinkers; but to me it is 
one of the profoundest realities of my life. It dates 
from the time, some fifteen years ego, when I pub
lished in the Republican  some biographical sketches, 
translated from the first (Italian) edition of Stepniak’s 
Underground Jlussia. The ideal self-sacrifice of 
Demetrius Lisoguob, the heroic devotion and death 
of Sofia Peroffskaia aroused in my mind a sentiment 
of sympathy and admiration which has been 
strengthened bv time and confirmed by the personal 
friendship of Kropotkin and Yolkhovsky— men who 
have suffered in prison and in Siberia for the crime 
of endeavoring to raise their fellow creatures from 
bondage and superstition. It has been my fortune 
to aid them, in humble ways, in their work ; and to 
them I am indebted for the influence of an example 
which abides with me, through passing trials and 
discouragements, as amongst the loftiest ideals of 
humanity. G e o rg e  S t a n d iu n g .

THE W A IL  OF THE SCRIBES.

To speak truly your thoughts—that is a primary virtue. 
Sincerity in thinking, sincerity also in the expression 
of that thought, are essential conditions of human pro
gress. For of mental progress there can be none while 
men champion creeds o f whose fundamentals their judg
ment does not approve, or allow themselves to be the 
slaves of opinions which their reason does not sanction. If 
you begin, or get yourself into the habit of idly writing 
what you do not feel with your whole mind, of babbling 
unthinkingly the shibboleths of others, buttressing dis
credited or obsolete faiths, you are not only poisoning your 
own intellectual life, but you are sinning against the 
highest interests of the race of which you are a part, and 
more—you may be preparing for a remorse when your 
dormant conscience rises in revolt, that may cost you a 
terrible price. Recently we have had two men, eminent, 
or at least important in the world of letters, who seem to 
enforce this by their sighing and wailiug. The other day 
Mr. Grant Allen pathetically told how, having written a 
book into which he put his wholo heart, he was told, on 
sending it to his publishers, that publication of such a book 
would mean ruin to him ; whereupon he courageously 
destroyed the manuscript, and delivered himself o f some 
curses o f Mrs. Grundy. Now another literary man tells 
somewhat the same story. Mr. Robert Buchanan— who, 
by the way, seems to be getting bolder as he goes on— 
writes thus in tho Id ler  for M a y : “  With a fairly 
extensive knowledge of the writers of my own period, I 
can honestly say that I have scarcely met one individual 
who has not deteriorated morally, by the pursuit of 
literary fame. For complete literary success among 
contemporaries, it is imperative that a man should either 
have do real opinions, or be able to conceal such as he 
possesses, that he should have one eye on the market, and 
the other on the public journals, that he should, humbug 
himself into the delusion that book-writing is the highest 
work in the Universe, and that he should regulate his likes 
and dislikes Dy one law, that of expediency. If his nature
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is in arms against anything that is rotten in Society, or in 
Literature itself, he must be silent. Above all, he must 
lay this solemn truth to heart, that when the W orld speaks 
well o f him, the W orld will demand the price  o f praise, and 
that price will possibly be, his living Soul.”

Behind the natural floweriness of Mr. Buchanan’s style, 
and taking the passage to point the want of independence 
in conventional literature, the wail is, unfortunately largely 
true. W hat, however, is the lesson to be learned from 
this ? CursiDg Mrs. Grundy is, after all, an idle pastime. 
Mrs. Grundy is immortal; she always existed, she probably 
always will exist. She has a charmed life that survives 
the curses. For what, really, is Mrs. Grundy but a figure 
of speech to indicate the natural inertia o f society ? The 
force of habit is enormous. Society tends to swing on in 
the same g roov e ; it only changes gradually and 
imperceptibly. And we should always remember, when 
we are dealing with the world’s problems, with religious 
questions, or social questions, or political questions, that no 
one person is responsible for the present state of things. 
The world has reached its present state—religiously, 
socially, politically, in every way— in the course of its 
natural development. Of course we should not lose sight 
o f the fact that we too, are factors in the making o f the 
future world, and that1 the mark we shall leave upon it will 
be proportionate to our own energy.

If, then, “  respectable”  society will not buy your books, 
if you write them sincerely, and you want the support 
o f “  respectable ”  society, well, you must put up with the 
inconvenience. The question, however, presents itself; is 
it worth playing to these groundlings of respectability ? 
W hat is the W orld ’s praise, in the sense in which Mr. 
Buchanan uses the phrase ? W hat value is it to have 
your name on ten thousand tongues, your books in ten 
thousand hands, if those books are n ot  yours, if they are 
but the hollow echo of opinions you do not hold ? Well, 
the answer depends on how you take things. The man of 
the world who simply desires to make money, whose ideal 
consists in raking in as much gold as possible, grasps at the 
“  W orld’s praise ”  ; he regards the man who champions 
an unpopular or tabooed opinion as a fool. “  W hy not 
swim with the tide ? ’Tie so much easier and pleasanter, 
so much more comfortable. Of course what you say, we 
all know is the case, but why make such a fuss about it 
when ’ twill only bring you suffering ? ”  That is the 
philosophy of the “ man of the world.”  It is just a 
question of ideals. The conventional man believes he 
can find pleasure on those lines; the other man finds 
a higher happiness, as he thinks, in the consciousness 
of his having spoken sincerely.

But perhaps there never was a time when the necessity 
for sincerity in expression was greater than the present. 
W hen the old creeds are crumbling, and the new ones are 
scarcely strong enough to be recognised, the impulse 
to flabbiness in writing, is immense. Hence the tendency 
amongst literary men to run with the hare and hunt 
with the hounds; and hence, too, the meaningless and 
mawkish sentimentality that disfigures so much of con
temporary literature. Take any of the old fathers ; take 
say, even Luther. You will find that the thought is 
often crude, that the observation is defective, that of 
real insight there is often none. Much of the writing, say 
the descriptions and conceptions of- hell and of the 
terror their god was supposed to inspire, is often odious, 
barbarous and revolting. Y et for all that you can, in most 
cases, understand  what the man means. Ilis ideas may 
be absurd, but you can fathom them,'such as they are. 
But you can find scores of books to-day— in fact among 
religious books they are almost the rule— which you might 
read from cover to cover five times over without getting 
any clear conception of what the writer intended, whether 
he was orthodox or heterodox, whether he agreed with the 
popular creeds, or whether he did not. Average religious 
literature to-day largely consists of haxy and unreal 
doctrines, the mystery of which would consist in anyone 
being able to find a meaning where the writers themselves 
had none.

But there is another point to be considered. It very 
often, in fact generally, happens that the heretic of to-day 
is the hero of to-morrow. Giordano'Bruno^was persecuted 
while he-lived, and ultimately murdered ; yet Bruno lives 
to-day in the heart of every man who honors courage and 
heroism ; and in the city of his murder— in Rome itself— 
bis memory has b«en strong enough to cause a statue to

be erected, which proudly tells the world, from the shadow 
of the Vatican, that Bruno is not forgotten. Shelley was 
banned and hunted while he lived ; to-day it is not 
uncommon to hear aristocrats and bishops spout their 
praises of him. The praise it is true may be as empty as 
the previous persecution was contemptible, but it at least 
shows the turn of the wheel. And so it comes, as between 
the hero and the conventionalist, that the one reaps the 
enduring recognition of posterity, while the other merely 
tastes the evanescent praises o f his own day. Thus is 
Diderot justified in his statement that “  posterity is for the 
philosopher, what the other world is for the devout.”

Every moment of our lives, almost, we are receiving 
impressions that are moulding our opinions ; and on the 
other hand, the most unheeded utterance on our part may 
start a train of thought in another that may develop into a 
great and steadfast conviction. Everyone can remember 
how often a chance phrase, a newspaper paragraph, has set 
him thinking, and how sometimes in the course of that 
thought there comes a flash that reveals new problems, or 
casts a new light on the old. Surely, then, it is something 
to know, when the sleep that knows no waking steals on, 
that you have striven to the best o f ycur ability in helping 
your brothers to an understanding of the problems that 
surround them, that you have not been the mere idle 
babbler of a forgotten d a y ; that you have not been con
tent to merely swell the mass of platitude the world carries 
on its back ; above all, that you have not prostituted your 
intellect and your brain to the service of what you believe 
to be a lie. FREDERICK R y a n .

A C I D  D R O P S .
“  A  Believer ”  suggests that the present drought may have 

its uses. It may enable us to gauge how long a time it takes 
for prayer to reach to heaven. It appears that although the 
Archbishops of Canterbury have ordered several prayers for 
rain, no official prayers for sunshine and fine weather have 
been put up since 1845. It may therefore be calculated that 
it probably takes about 48 years for prayers te reach the 
throne of grace. As heaven’s throne, according to the Rev. 
Thain Davidson, is situated somewhere in the constellation 
Hercules, an astronomical mathematician ought to be able to 
calculate the approximate velocity of prayer.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has assumed the dignified in 
answer to an invitation to attend a Parliament of Religions at 
Chicago. “  The Christian religion,”  says he, “  is the 
one religion.”  It cannot enter a Parliament of Religions 
without assuming the equality of the others, and the parity 
of their position and claims. So as he cannot boss the show, 
he will keep out. Benson is quite right. Those who enter 
such a parliament must resign their exclusive claims to 
universal dominion. But facts are chiels that winna ding, 
and all the archbishops and bishops cannot alter the fact that 
the Church is but one of many sects, and Christianity 
but one of many religions.

The Parliament of Religions is not a now idea. It may be 
found fully set forth in Volney’s Ruins o f  Empires. Ingersoll 
says of the World’s Fair Parliament: “  I think it will do 
good if they will honestly compare their creeds so that each 
ODe can see just how foolish all the rest are. They ought to 
compare their sacred books and their miracles and their 
mythologies. If they will do so they will probably seo that 
ignorance is the mother of them all. Let them hold a con
gress by all means, and let them show how priests live on 
the labor of those they deoeive. It will do good.”

Mr. 8mith, a Scotch Evangelist, on his way to assist Mr. 
Moody at Chicago, stopped at Montreal to warm up the 
natives. In the course of his observations he told of a visit 
of his to a poor washerwoman. She did not wish to see him» 
but he pushed his way in, and he calculated it would take 
more than one washerwoman to turn him out. She told him 
she didn’t believe in the judgment and destruction he preached 
about. What with a drunken brute of a husband, and other 
afflictions, she had enough to endure here, and she didn’t 
think there could be any worse place elsewhere. Evangelic 
Smith didn’t find it easy to upBet that poor woman’s logic.

Dr. Lunn, who hits just resigned from the Wesley»1* 
ministry, is "  a painfully good man.”  lie  was nhocke 
reoontly by an eminent journalist about to start a new r»Pei!
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who exclaimed, “  I am not going to have any of your damned 
purity in my paper.”  We rather sympathise -with that 
eminent journalist. The “ purity” he won’t have is really 
dirtiness turned inside out. It reminds one of Swift’s 
description of “  nice ”  people—people with nasty ideas.

The Merionethshire police are instructed to put the law in 
force against persons using profane language. It seems that 
women are exempted from the operation of the Act. 
Merioneth men who want to swear cheaply in this hot 
weather will probably get their women folk to say the big, 
big D’s. ____

In the House of Commons the Home Secretary, in reply to 
a question by Mr. H. J. Wilson, said the coroner at Shrews
bury had made a mistake in treating Mr. Avery, who requested 
to make affirmation, as trying to excuse himself from serving 
as a juryman. His attention had been called to the Act of 
1888, and he had been requested to comply with it in future. 
Such cases should be immediately brought to public attention.

The' American bigots are terribly incensed at the opening 
of the World’s Fair on Sunday. We notice that the First 
United Presbytery Church of Boston appealed to the President 
of the United States to “  guard the gates next Sabbath with 
troops if necessary.”  The Rev. Dr. Rossiter of New York, 
after this “  open and daring defiance of Cod,”  wouldn’ t be 
surprised at anything that might happen to the fair. “ I  
would not be surprised,”  he says, “  if an electrical storm, the 
like of which the world has never known, should with 
flashing lightning and tremendous winds level those mighty 
buildings to the ground and leave Jackson Park, Chicago, a 
frightful and appalling evidence of the just wrath of God,”  
Dr. Rossiter is in a very bad way. We advise leeches 
and a purge. _____

General M. M. Trumbull, writing in Open Court, mentions 
that the pastor of the Jefferson Park Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago, preaching against the opening of the World’s Fair 
on Sunday, said : “  In some way God will save our Sabbath 
for us and take vengeance on those who have provoked him 
to anger. The cyclone is his, and ten cases of cholera might 
produce a panic that would ruin the exposition.”  This 
heavenly hope, said the General, roused the spirits of the 
oongregation and gave a more spiritual tone to the succeeding 
hymn. This oblique foreboding was a prayer for pestileace 
and storm, and within the prayer was a sentence that once 
would have meant thumbscrew and rask and rope and fire 
for tho men who would open to the people on , Sunday any
thing so good as the Fair.

The Rev. H. Moyle, Methodist minister at Ashampstead, 
Reading, has been sued for refusing to pay a journalist his 
commission for enabling him to sell 2,100 shares which the 
reverend gentleman held in the Palace Theatre Company. 
The man of God got tho shares by underwriting and recom
mending the shares as a good investment to members of his 
congregation, sold out himself, and refused to pay commission. 
Evidently Methodism has altered since the days of Wesley. 
Wo daresay Mr. Moyle could give his congregation tips as to 
the winner of the St. Loger.

The “  converted infidel ”  dodge seems a paying one. It 
Was practised by a fellow at Battersea, whose little game has 
been spoiled by tho Charity Organisation Society. Besides 
getting outdoor relief from the guardians, ho was assisted by 
the Church Army, the Salvation Army, and several local 
ministers. Tho fellow’s success may throw some light on 
the “  converted infidel ”  business in genoral.

Last Sunday the vestry of the Hanley Tabernacle was 
burgled, and the collection of £15 7s. taken. The P.S.A. 
Was having a big function, and curiously onough tho solo given 
Was the “  Lost Chord ”  aud the text was tho apocryphal one, 

■Bo ye good money-changers.”

A Christian paper tells a story of a deacon called Hunt. 
When he was a carnal man he used to beat his oxen, but 
a,ter his conversion his cattlo were remarkably docile. Being 
a«ked the reason, ho said that instead of beating his oxen ho 
!*ent behind the load and sang the Old Hundredth, which 
, a soothing effect upon them. Wo should think it did 1 

Old Hundredth is enough to send any living thing

asleep. We recommend it to Mr. G. R. Sims and other 
insomniacs.

Mr. Stead is about to start a spiritist Review of Revews, to 
be entitled Borderland, We expect the new organ of 
spookology will dwell on the confines between sanity and 
insanity, and cover the frontier ground of charlatanry and 
superstition.

The sky-pilots of Morecambe are much concerned at the 
running of Sunday steamers to Blackpool, Llandudno, etc. 
One of the local ministers publicly prayed for the safe return 
of the Sabbath-breakers, though perhaps he would not have 
been displeased if his prayer had not been answered.

How they love one another 1 Here is the English Church
man accusing the Rev. T. Outram Marshall, organising 
secretary of the English Church Union, of saying the thing 
that is not in his assertion that the E C.U. does not go in 
for prosecution or persecution. The E.O. asserts the Union 
did prosecute, until it found the law was against Ritualism.

All the Established churches in Scotland held last Sunday 
as a day of humiliation and prayer to put off the prospect of 
disestablishment, and, what they fear most, disendowment. 
Of course lots of sermons were preached, denouncing the 
robbery of revenues bequeathed by pious ancestors, etc. etc. 
The howls of lamentation at the prospect of universal 
secularism are pretty fully reported in Dr. Cameron’s paper, 
the North British Daily Mail, and form very amusing 
reading. ____

In several pulpits in Scotland, the day of humiliation 
and prayer took the curious form of a thanksgiving for the 
result of the Linlithgowshire election. Neither lamentations 
nor rejoicings are likely to affect the ultimate result. The 
Established Church has received warning, and sooner or later 
it will have to go. ____

The Rev. Dr. Marshall, in giving the charge to the newly- 
ordained ministers at the Methodist New Connection Con
ference at Huddersfield, told them that a minister should never 
forget “  that he was God’s deputy and representative on 
earth.”  If their prototype is similar to these deputy God 
Almighties, what a queer one he must be.

The Sydney Sunday Times is going the whole hog in its 
articles on “ Why the Masses are not at Church.”  In 
one House of God the writer found “  twenty-two ancient 
adults and forty-seven restless children.”  After describing 
the service and the sermon he says— “  Why are the Sydney 
people not at church ? says the Sphinx. Why are they ? 
says common sense.” ____

The Rev. Benjamin Waugh, secretary to the National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, has been 
interviewed by Cassell's Saturday Journal. Among the 
people who “ systematically pursue a course of inhuman 
conduct towards their children ”  he includes “  professors of 
religion.”  He doesn’t include Secularists this time. Probably 
he finds the game of libelling Secularists is played-out.

Mr. Teesdale Davies was a Liberator director. In 
examination he said that he had previously been an agent, 
and was a minister of religion. He never examined the 
balance sheets; he saw them in print and thougnt they were 
“  all right.”  Being asked whether he knew what a reserve 
fund was, he replied “  Well, I think I do (laughter),”  We 
think so to.

—

Prof. Barnard, of tho Lick Observatory, who has been for 
two years photographing the stars in the Milky Way, says:
“  The old text-book gives the stars in the Milky Way as two 
millions, but I can photograph more than that number in a 
dry plate exposure of five minutes.”  If Jesus Christ has to 
be incarnated on all tho satellites of these suns, he will have 
his work cut out. No wonder he cannot attend to the prayers 
of mortals on this little planet.

We have come across a lot of rubbish in the Spiritist press, 
but never met anything more flagrantly absurd than the pre
tended views of the spirit of “  George Eliot ”  m the Pro
gressive Thinker of Juno 10. It makes her say she joined 
the Church in her lifetime, and V^hen she got to heavenl
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“  H’m, I thought, George Eliot doesn’t count for much here.”  
The fraud who fabricated this communication evidently never 
■went to the trouble of either reading George Eliot’s life or 
studying her writings. ____

The grain-producing regions of the Upper Volga have a 
plague of locusts. In the government of Saratoff fifty thou
sand acres of cereals have been destroyed. Famine and 
cholera are followed by this new calamity. Providence is 
working for the greatest happiness of the greatest number, 
and the locusts are in the majority.

As an illustration of what Christianity did for woman, take 
the following from p. 230 of Mr. C. H. Pearson’s profound 
work on National L ife and Character:  “  As late as the 
thirteenth century, the Church courts in England ruled that 
a husband could transfer his wife to another man for a period 
determinable at the recipient’s pleasure.”  A  man’s wife was, 
in fact, classed, as in the Decalogue, with his ox, his ass, and 
anything which is his.

The gospel of the risen Jesus is responsible for a deal of 
folly. In Kentucky, a sect known as the Power 8ociety has 
arisen among the colored population. They claim, on the 
strength of the gospel promises, to be able to work miracles. 
Their leader, known as Mother Taylor, offered recently to 
exhibit her power by bringing a dead child to life. After 
sprinkling the grave, God was called upon to show himself 
and display his power. He failed to put in an appearance, 
but the believers do not distrust him or their own selves. 
They say the reason of nonsuccess was that the parents of 
the child had not sufficient faith.

The English Churchman is dilating upon “  Unbelief.”  It 
opens in this style : “  The fearful effect of unbelief was 
plainly foretold by the Lord Jesus when he said, ‘ If ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.’ ”  Let us 
give Mr. Jesus the credit of not talking such arrogant non
sense as this. Such sayings as “  I am the way, the truth, 
and the life ”  ; "  All who came before me were thieves and 
robbers,”  etc., were evidently not the utterances of any sane 
man, but words ascribed to him by his worshippers long 
afterwards.

A  deal of Christian missionary enterprise is devoted to 
proselytising from other Christian bodies. In his recent 
book, Four Month» in Persia, Mr. 0. E. Eiddulph, speaking 
of a colony of Armenian Christians at Julfa, says (p. 7 5 ):
“  It seems a strange inconsistency to find amongst a com
munity of the most ancient Christians existing an English 
missionary ; and it is difficult to imagine how funds collected, 
presumably for the conversion of the heathen, can with any 
appropriateness be expended upon the education of Armenian 
youths, who are, as a rule, quite quick enough, and can, in 
most cases, afford the luxury far better than many classes 
in England.”

It has now come to light that the artic’ es which were 
abstracted from the treasure-chests of the Teehoodova 
Monastery were, after a diligent search, discovered in the 
cells of some of the monks. The chief articles of value that 
were stolen were some gorgeous vestments known as the 
“  holy robes,”  which are worn by the principal monks when 
they officiate on such special occasions as Imperial coronations. 
These vestments are richly encrusted with valuable diamonds, 
pearls, and other precious stones. Bat although all the 
vestments were recovered, the diamonds and pearls had been 
torn out of them. An even more disgraceful fact was brought 
to light during the search for the jewels, as it was ascertained 
that several women were living secretly with the monks. The 
upshot of the business is that all the monks of the monastery 
have been arrested. The crime of sacrilege in Russia is a 
particularly heinous one, and the punishment of those who 
have committed the present will probably be the Siberian | 
mines for life.— Daily Chronicle.

General Booth promised to set up a Law Department in 
his Social Scheme, but no hint was given that he would go 
into the detective business. He appears to have done this, 
however. A  female witness at the Marylebone Police-court, 
who had been "  watching ”  a bigamous woman for some 
time, confessed that she was employed by the Salvation 
Army. The woman charged with bigamy was the wife of 
James Carden, a Salvation Army officer. 8he lived with

Carden for a year, then they married, and got through 
£5,000 together. ____

Thomas Wright, carrier, of Greens Norton, was fined at 
Towcester the sum of £3 10s. and costs for stabbing his 
donkey with a knife. Defendant owned he had been in the 
habit of stimulating his donkey in this way. Twenty old 
wounds and two fresh ones were found on the poor animal. 
Wright has been for many years a Primitive Methodist local 
preacher. __

In the hearing of a case against the licensee of St. George’s 
Hotel, 15 Islington, Liverpool, for keeping an immoral house, 
the "boots ”  stated that the only person who went there with 
luggage that he remembered was the bishop. The magistrate 
interposed and said, “  I suppose you mean someone named 
Bishop, not an ecclesiastic.”  But this was not the meaning 
at all. Who the bishop was did not transpire, but of course 
he went to reclaim the unfortunates who make this hotel 
their resort. _____

The slergy have given up fox-hunting, but continue their 
equally contemptible hunting after preferment. The Church 
Times is responsible for the statement that an advertisement 
for a priest to work in a thoroughly interesting slum parish 
brought only five applicants, while another for a chaplain on 
a year’s yachting cruise brought no less than five hundred.

The Archbishop of York, speaking for the Parochial and 
Foreign Mission to the Jews, said that a lady friend once said 
to a Jew, “  We are both looking for the Messiah. You are 
looking for his coming for the first time, and I am looking 
for his second coming.”  Yes, the Jew might have answered, 
“ You have to bring him on the scene a seoond time just 
because the events prophesied to accompany his advent 
palpably did not happen in the time of your ‘ Meshumit.’ ”

What a nose of wax is the Bible 1 The Church Times can 
even found an argument for Church endowments on the 
story of early Christian communism found in Acts. It 
reminds its readers that it was the laymen who were told to 
sell their goods and place the prooeeds at the apostle’s fee t; 
ergo, laymen for all time ought to lay their wealth at the 
feet of the clergy. Fortunately these men of God cannot 
deal with the refractory in the summary manner with which 
Peter served Ananias and Sapphira.

The Revised Version of the New Testament has not 
proved a commercial success. It is being privately offered by 
the publishers at very low rates. Five hundred copies of the 
sixpenny edition can be bought for a penny eaoh, and 
the better editions at the same rate of reduction. You can’ t 
change the people’s fetish so easily after all.

The Indian opium crop has been seriously damaged by 
hailstorms. According to the Anti-Opium News this des
truction is due to the prayers of an aged Quaker. It would be 
more to the purpose if that aged Quaker would do a bit of 
praying for England. Rain is wanted here very badly. Why 
doesn’t the aged Quaker pray hard for it ? Perhaps Jehovah 
can only destroy.

According to a Christian World correspondent at Chicago, 
the Sunday services there are advertised in the Sunday 
papers. "  The British visitor,”  he says, “  who has heard 
before he arrives of the struggle to death which the churohes 
of America are going to wage in order to shut the Fair gates 
on a Sunday, waxes somewhat cynical when be discovers the 
preachers and hours of service of these same churches 
advertised in journals printed and sold on the ‘ Sabbath Day.’ ”

That poor Minister’s Wife with the six children has raised 
a long correspondence in the Christian World, which in turn 
has called forth an editorial article. Our contemporary 
thinks the subject is one “ on which Christian writers and 
teachers need to think more strenuously and speak more 
plainly than has hitherto been the case.”  It gives up the 
idea that babies are sent by Providence. "  We are beyond 
that now,”  it observes, "  and have become capable of recog
nising that Providence works through the common sense of 
individual brains.”  Good old Providence ! However, it i* 
well to note that Ohristians do in the course of time “  become 
eapable of recognising ”  what they have been in the habit of 
howling at other people for recognising before them.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

July 2, Hall of Science; 9, Birmingham.

T O  0 0 R B B 8 P 0 N D E N T 8

Mb . Charles W atts’ Engagements.—June 25, Sheffield. 
July 2, Huddersfield ; 9, Hall of Science, London; 16, Bir
mingham ; 25 and 26, debate at Jarrow-on-Tyne; 29, 
Bly th ; 30, South Shields.—All communications for Mr. Watts 
should be sent direct to him (with stamped envelope for 
reply) at Baskerville Hall, The Orescent, Birmingham. 

Lecture Notices, etc., must reach us by the first post 
on Monday, as we go to press earlier next week, it being a 
Special Number.

Lulie Monboe Poweb.— Glad to receive your journal again.
We hope you receive the Freethinker regularly.

A. Thornton.— Cuttings always welcome.
R. J. D.—There are different standards. You should not send 

the same piece of verse to a number of journals simulta
neously. It is contrary to etiquette. You may send several 
copies of a letter, but not of a composition. Editors will 
decline to insert if they know tbo contribution is a kind of 
circular.

J. Sunderland.—We do advertiso the Freethinker on all our 
Traots, which are widely circulated.

D. P. Carnegie.—It would be awkward to publish a poem in 
instalments. It is like exhibiting a statue in pieces. The 
part you forward has merit, but it would be the better for 
compression. Diffuseness is always easy; it is concision 
that is difficult, but it means form, and without form where 
is art ?

J. Blacker.—Balfour’s gifts to chapels sink into insignificance 
beside the pious resolutions passed by the Liberator Directors, 
and the employment of Christian ministers as agents and 
advertisers.

Liverpool.— There is every prospect of a reasonable dividend 
as soon as the purchase is completed by the discharge of the 
mortgage. When this is done, the rebuilding will commence, 
and the Hall of Science premises will then become more 
useful and valuable.

R. Chapman.—See “  Sugar Plums.”
G. Giles.—The lady is not a member of the N.S.S., and we 

are in no way responsible for her speeches. If you want 
to know what she actually said on the occasion referred to, 
you should write to her yourself. We do not discuss such 
matters in the Freethinker.

Friend of Man.— We have nothing to do with the inscription 
on the Bradlaugh Monument at Northampton. “  Thorough ” 
was Mr. Bradlatigh’s own motto.

A. Sim son .— Thanks for placing the share application forms 
before the Brighton members. Glad to hear of your well- 
attended mooting on the Level.

J. Thompson.—California is a loDg way off. It would scarcely 
interest our readers.

“ • Courtney.—Glad to hear that your health is nearly 
rooovored. Sorry to hear you found the causo so ill-organ
ised at Southampton. We believe it was always a difficult 
place to work.

L. W.—Your young friend’s versos aro hardly up to the mark 
for our pages.

L. Doeo (sec. Liverpool Branch) says that Mr. George Wise’s 
letter is an evasion. The statement that the Liverpool 
Branch was bankrupt was made by the Black Champion at 
Hongler’s Circus. Mr. Doeg says the voluntary winding up 
° f the local Hall Company was advertised in the London 
Gazette, Tho Liverpool Churchmen started a scheme for 
Meeting a cathedral, whioh also failed. This was not 
advertised. Twelve churches in Liverpool receive financial 
aid from the Corporation; the Liverpool Brauoh doesn’t, 
and doosn’t want to.
Samson .—Thanks for promiso of cheque towards the Chicago 

^ Relegation Fund for Messrs. Foote and Watts.
5- Brodie.—Obliged for cuttings.

G. W.—There soems a pretty kettle of fish on the fire at 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle.
F^Rker.— Your complaint of the inactivity of the Secularists 
at West Ham seoms well founded. If a hall cannot be 
'obtained for indoor meetings, tlioro is no reason why out- 

jd o ° r  lectures should not be attempted. 
q ’ ''tRi-iCK.—Thanks. See paragraph.

’ .- Blyth e .— We have always maintained tbo rights of 
®n>mals as well as men, and sympathised with Renan who 

ij> '‘ 1(‘ be oouldn’t be uncivil even to a cat.
. J-Uott.— Sorry to hear tho Newcastle secretary is Buffer

's  *r° m rbeumatic fever. Hope you will have a good 
j teRdance at the annual meeting. The phonomonal weather 

q 188 been “  a damper ’ ’— to use a paradoxical expression.
* r. trRTON.—We think it has been tho practice to close 

askerville Hall in July and August. Ti e problem of 
p Sanitation at Birmingham seems a very difficult one. Mr. 
j, 0,8 >8 lecturing thero on July 9, and will be happy to 

ve a °hat with the Branch committee and members.

W. Stewart.—It is not easy to offer “  advantages ”  to members 
of the N.S.S. What you suggest may be possible in time, 
but the time is not yet.

A. Liddle.— Pressmen are often great sceptics. Probably the 
one who reported your lecture wrote eon amore. We have 
not seen the Grant Allen article you refer to.

B. Bendelack (Melbourne).—You should send your list of 
“  converted infidels ”  to Mr. Joseph Symes, editor of the 
Liberator, Melbourne, who, as they are all Australian, will 
be better able to deal with the matter than we are. It would 
be foolish on our part to insert your letter, as we have no 
means of testing your statements.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
— Western Figaro — Liberator— Liberty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaren— La R a ison - 
Lucifer—Secular Thought—Independent Pulpit—T a b le t- 
Progressive Thinker—Twentieth Century—De Dageraad—• 
Modern Thought—La Vérité Philosophique—Fur Unsere 
Jugend— Ironclad Age—Watts’s Literary Guide—Weekly 
Bulletin—North Brittsh Daily Mail—Birmingham Argus— 
Music Hall—Post— Evening Standard— Daily Chronicle— 
Herts Advertiser—Leeds Express—Yorkshire Evening Post 
Brighton Gazette—Southampton Times—Commonweal— 
Sirilaka Situmina.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor. 
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business oommuni-

Î? cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.
It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 

wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

The F reeth in ker  (including the twopenny special number for 
the first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from 
the offioe, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One 
Year, 7s. 6d. ; Half Year, 3s. 9d. ; Three Months, Is. lOJd.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements 
One inoh, 3s. ; Half Column, 16s. ; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

S P E C I A L .

A GOOD many fresh shares in the National Secular Hall 
Society were applied for last week. Oae gentleman applied 
for forty, and paid for them in full. A lady also applied 
for twelve fully paid-up shares. This encourages us in 
continuing our appeal to Freethinkers. We want every 
one of them to see as quickly as possible what he can do 
for the Hall of Science scheme, and thus help to secure 
tirst-rate headquarters for the National Secular Society and 
a worthy memorial to Charles Bradlaugh. If all do their 
best up to the end of July, and raise the number of shares 
to 3,000, Mr. George Anderson promises to give £300. It 
is a handsome offer, and the Freetbought party should try 
to secure it. If they do so, the rebuilding will soon 
be commenced, and the biggest enterprise our party has 
ever engaged in be carried to a successful completion.

The new Prospectus is now out, and copies can be 
obtained, post free, from Miss E. M. Vance, 28 Stonecutter- 
street, London, E.C. G. W. FOOTE.

BRADLAUGH’S GRAVE.

We regret to say that the Necropolis Company, whioh under
took to run a special train to Brookwood on Sunday, July 2, 
for tho N.S.8 ., has acted very mysteriously. Tickets were not 
sent to Mr. Forder as promised, though the requisite guarantee 
for 300 was given. On Tuesday I told Mr. Forder to get tho 
tickets at once or cancel the guarantee. Letters, telegrams, 
and interviews ended in our being referrod to the South 
Western Company. As we go to press Miss Vance is making 
inquiries at Waterloo Station. I shall not be able to state 
the result this week. Applications on the subject will mean
while be answered at 28 Stonecutter-street. An announce
ment will appear In next week’s F reeth inker.

G. W. Foote.
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S U G A R  P L U M S .
Next week’s Freethinker will be a Special Number, price 

twopence. The Cartoon will be a novelty— a satire on the 
Royal Wedding and the cadging which precedes it. This 
will afford our readers an opportunity of introducing the 
Special Number to their Radical friends, and may lead to an 
increase in its circulation.

We always reckon on a fall in our circulation during the 
summer, like the editors of other journals, but we are happy 
to state that this year, despite the phenomenal weather, the 
fall has been extremely little. Last week’s Freethinker sold 
better than the previous week’s, and was only about two per 
cent, less than our best winter circulation ; which shows what 
a firm hold the paper has upon its readers.

Our Summer Number is to be published as nearly as pos
sible on July 10. It will contain thirty-two pages, including 
several cartoons, small sketches, and portraits, as well 33 
special reading matter. Thick toned paper will be used, and 
the Number bound in a handsome colored wrapper.

Mr. Touzeau Parris lectures at the London Hall of Science 
this evening (June 25), his subject being “  Devil Worship : 
the Popular Superstition.”  We hope our colleague will have 
as good a meeting as is possible in this tropical weather.

Last Sunday was the hottest day that had been known in 
Barnsley for many years, the thermometer being 87 degrees 
in the shade. No marvel, therefore, that Mr. Charles Watts 
found it hot work to give three lectures in one day in such 
an oppressive heat. It was, however, encouraging to him, he 
reports to us, to find a very large audience at each of his' 
meetings, friends coming more than twenty miles to hear our 
colleague. The enthusiasm was at its highest pitch througout 
the day. and Mr. Watts was invited to return at an early 
date. The sale of literature was exceedingly good.

Mr. Watts writes in the highest terms of the members of 
the Barnsley Branch of the N.8.8. They are hard-workers 
and persistent in their efforts to keep Secular principles 
before the public. The ladies also do their share in making 
the movement locally effective. To-day (Sunday, June 25) 
Mr. Watts lectures three times in Sheffield.

Mr. Joseph 8ymes, in the Melbourne Liberator, mentioning 
the portrait and notice of himself in our Special Number 
(April 4), says : “  I thank Mr. Foote for that kindly notice ; 
and beg through him to shake hands once more with all my 
friends in the old land, and to wish them health, long life, 
and success in their great work.”  As Mr. Byrnes has again 
got married this May, we must once more congratulate him 
and wish himself and Mrs. Symes all happiness.

Mrs. Proctor, widow of the late R. A. Proctor, astronomer 
and Freethinker, has been appointed curator of the Proctor 
University, at San Diego, California.

Samuel B. Putnam, President of the American Federation 
of Freethinkers, has been having |a debate with the Rev. A .
J. Wheeler af the Fanueil Hall, Boston, on June 6, 7, 8 and 9. 
The subject discussed on the first two nights was “  The Bible 
is the Divinely Inspired Word of God,”  affirmed by the Rev. 
Mr. Wheeler. On the last two nights, “  The Morality of 
Secularism is Superior to the Morality of the Christian 
Jteligion,” affirmed by Mr. Putnam.

The Freethinkers' Magazine for June presents its readers 
with a view of the monument to Charles Bradlaugh at 
Brookwood. There is an article on “  The World’s Parliament 
of Religions,”  another on “  Creation, Faith, Worship and 
Religion,”  and discussions on the questions “  If a man 
die shall he live again ? ”  and “  Is there happiness in hell Î ”

Both the Brighton Examiner and the Brighton Gazette 
report Mr. C. E. fo rd ’s recent lectures on the Level on the 
subject of “  The Crimes of Protestants.”

Members of the Newcastle Branch should tnuster ifi fu ll' 
force at to-day’s (June 25) annual meeting, and arrangé for 
fmjnotivejpropaganda during the’ next twelve mouth*.

The South Shields Branch went on an excursion to Holy- 
well Dene on Sunday. There was a large party of members 
and friends, including many children. The weather was very 
fine, and various sports were indulged in, varied by recitations 
and speeches. Copies of the Freethinker were distributed on 
the way home.

We are happy to state that the South Shields Branch is 
in a very flourishing condition. Its annual report shows a 
steady increase in membership, and the past years’s income 
is the highest on record. After plenty of lectures and distri
bution of literature, the Branch begins a new year with a 
fair balance in hand. __

Freethinkers of North-east London are asked to rally at 
Newington-green on Sunday afternoons, to support the plat
form of the Islington Branch. Persistent ruffianism has 
prevailed at this spot, and last Sunday the hustling and 
shouting of the well-dressed rowdies at times threatened the 
break-up of the meeting. ____

The Battersea Branch holds its quarterly tea and soiree 
to-day (Sunday, June 25) at 5.30. Strangers are particularly 
invited. Tickets (61. each) can be had at the door. While 
the hall is being cleared for the entertainment it is proposed 
to hold an outdoor meeting at the park gates at 6 30. The 
members’ quarterly meeting for election of officers, etc., takes 
place on the following Sunday, after the evening lecture.

Lady Shelley’s presentation of the Shelley Memorial at 
University College, Oxford, was made in the presence of 
several clergymen. The Master of University College, in 
acknowledging the gift, said that “  the rebel of eighty years 
ago was the hero of the present century.”  It will be remem
bered that it was University College from which Shelley was 
expelled as an Atheist. __

We are happy to see that the difference between the 
American Secular Union and the Freethought Federation of 
America has been settled. The two societies, with the 
Canadian Secular Union, are now working together for 
the success of the International Freethought Congress, which 
is to be held in October instead of September. The com
mittee is trying to secure a hall in the Art Institute. 
We are awaiting notice of the precise date.

We are issuing by the request, and with the assistance o f 
a generous friend of Freethought, a series of halfpenny 
pamphlets for sale and distribution at Secular meetings, 
especially in the open-air during the summer months. 
Numbers I. and II. are now ready. The first is "  A Hundred 
and One Questions”  for the Orthodox to Answer; the 
second an Open Letter to the Churches from the pen of 
Mr. Foote on "T h e  Book of God,”  Other numbers are in 
preparation and will follow immediately.

London Freethinkers will in many cases have this copy of 
the Freethinker in their hands before the discussion opens at 
the London Hall of Science between Mr. Foote and the Rev.
C. Fleming Williams (Thursday, June 22). They will note 
that the chair is taken at 8 30, not at 8 as stated in our last 
issue. We don’t want them to lose half an hour if wo can 
help it.

OBITUARY.
Died on Saturday, June 10, Itosina, wife of Mr. W. Sowdon 

of Watford, aged 59. She remained true to her principle8 
and resolutely refused to be intruded upon by clergymen. 
Those who know the sturdy Freethought of her husband 
will tender him their sympathy in his bereavement.— R* 
Fordeb.

W e regret to record the death of Mr. George Scott, of 
Stockton-on-Tees, who was killed in crossing the line at 
Yarm Station. Mr. Scott was a staunch Freethinker, and m 
his more prosperous days a generous supporter of the Secular 
cause. His character was a noble on e ; all who knew hij0 
held him in high esteem. His daughter found a letter > 
his safe, showing that he knew his state of health was suĉ , 
that he might die suddenly, or fall a victim to iome acci en^ 
The letter expressed his firm conviction as an Atheist, a 
ordered that ho was to have a Secular funeral, as inespe“ 8 
as •p'ossiTlu, ahd^witb.oftt any flo.mbterivs^of mourning.
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CHRISTIANITY, COWARDICE, AND CHARITY.

[continued.]
Let me say for myself that I do not hate any fine 
maxim alleged to have been uttered by Christ (though 
we can trace that most of them floated down to his time 
from those whom Christians call infidels'); any 
inspiriting phrase which can he woven into the 
national life, purifying our politics and purging our 
souls of the dross which weighs them downward ; yet 
do I reject the fairy tales, the dreams and guesses at 
truth, the vague ideas of men who saw in every storm 
the blackness of God’s wrath, and peopled natural 
cataclysms and convulsions with the demons of their 
own terrified imaginations. I repudiate utterly the 
preposterous story of the miraculous birth of Christ, 
and I think we should hate with increasing bitterness 
the irreligiousness of the religious, the men who prate 
of Christ, yet live no godly life, and make money by 
the mouthing of holy words in boxes called pulpits. 
We can see that any new idea which threatens to 
Undermine old traditions, sap old views, and raise the 
man whom it is the fashion to call “  common,” and 
■whom Christians have kept so, by the mighty lever of 
cheaper secular education, is viewed with horror, and 
the utterers of it are soiled with the slanderous slime 
cast by Christian cowards whose lives, if viewed in the 
light of their Christian professions, are living lies.

Can any Freethinker doubt what I have said of the 
persistent persecution of Christians, when he views 
the cunning scheme to get behind the compromise o f 
1871, the treacherous and insidious attempt to chouse 
the electors, and foist upon the Board schools the 
Anglican teaching ? What is it but a mean and 
cowardly endeavor to darken, with theological horrors, 
the pure and expanding minds of little children ? 
The Church party were elected for one thing, they 
proceed to do another for which they had no mandate. 
They persecute us because we have escaped from 
the fold, and are showing the rest how to follow. 
That means the loss of the shepherds’ bread and butter 
earned in that dishonest way, so they wish to pen in 
the young minds. “ Moral instruction for the young ” 
*8 the cowards’ phrase for wishing to train up a race of 
hot young Tories, who, if they do not later on break 
from the darkness in which they have been reared, 
Will fight for the privileges and property of the 
clergy who have befogged their intellects, and taught 
them to regard Freethinkors with abomination. What 
will the Anglican teaching lead to ? Can wo dare 
doubt that tho children will be taught to order them- 
ficlves lowly and reverently before their bettors ; to 
speak no evil of dignities, and chant “  God bless tho 
8<l«iro and his relations, and keep us in our proper 
Nations,” instead of singing inspiring songs and hymns 
°f liberty and progress? Can we trust tho snivelling 
Priests who are paid by capital to teach tho slaves of 
®apital to speak no evil of those who are borne on tho 
hroad back of labor ?

Moral and roligious training forsooth ! Does the 
i^cro contemplation of, and cacklo about a scarecrow 
%Uro on a cross ipso Jaclo, cause Christians to act 
hobly and bravely ? It should. In Salvator Mundi, 
lho Rev. Samuel Cox says, “ If any man hold, or is 
^Ovinced that ho holds any truth, in God’s name let 
dim utter his truth or conviction, and leave the 
?°nsequonces with the God who gave it him, and who 
ls quite able both to rule and to save tho world without 
”Ur help, and is not in tho least likely to bo helped by 
, man’s infidelity to his convictions.”  Wo will see 
in'ri ^«se truths are spoken by the parsons who, 
li J?arlyle’s phrase, “ have no tongue but for plate 
ri h n̂g’” an<̂  wh°> 1° quote Ruskin, “  dine with the 
an ] o n<̂  Preach at the Poor ” ! the dialectical parsons 
ij^^hristian moralists who will mildly reprove wrong 
"Wh • af)stract and gas about truth and goodness, and 
p °> *nsf°acf ° f  boldly doing right, use their dialectical 
sn ,V̂ 8 invent a hundred reasons for not denouncing 
Po Cl? C Wron£s- The Christian minister who is sup- 
tvin to sPeal{: the truth regardless of consequences, 
foil- excuso himself for attacking tho vices and selfish
that i? ° f tho ricli antl fasllionaWe* on tl10 £r°und j>0 1 ae wishes to be charitable. That is his euphemism 

«beer cowardice. The same charitable silence is

not kept when he has to deal with the petty faults of 
honest Freethinkers, whose greatest crime is to ask for 
evidence of the truth of theological tale pitching. The 
reason he does not rise, rebuke, and fight against the 
men in high places, who welter in vice and oppress 
the meek and righteous, is because the job is a 
disagreeable one, and he persuades himself, or tells you 
so, that God will eventually reward the good, and 
round on the sinner. Yet strange to say he tries to be 
a bit in advance of God if there be a chance without 
personal risk of making things hot for the poor heretic 
who dares to doubt that God. Some of these paid 
Christians love God so much that they forget to 
love human charity and honesty. It seems to me that 
parsons of all sects would have quite enough to do if, 
instead of attacking what they are pleased to call 
unbelief, they devoted their energies to exposing 
the Christians who never try to lead Christ-like lives ; 
for they must know that the average members of their 
flocks are always ready to grovel to their social 
superiors, and that they will never do anything to 
amend wrong and bad laws as long as the continued 
existence of such puts money in their pockets. But 
the theologian does not trouble himself much about 
your confirming to a system of ethics ; his main 
concern is that you shall adhere to a set form of 
dogmas. One reason for the hatred shown by 
commercial Christians to Freethinkers is, they see that 
the latter lead as good lives as themselves, and do as 
much useful work, and that they thus show the 
Christians are humbugs, because they always profess 
that armed with the faith they can do so much more, 
and lead purer lives than unbelievers.

Let us now hearken to the coward’s cry, “ Where’s 
yer ’orspitals ?” It would only be fair if the Secular 
party could be asked that question 2,000 years hence 
by some of the braying and booing asses “  respectable ” 
Christians are not ashamed to use as tools.” In some 
fairy tales we read that plants and animals talk to each 
other. What should we think of the charity of a 
crawling reptile if, in one of those stories, we read that 
it hissed to a seedling springing from an acorn, 
“ Where’s your tree trunk ? What ships have been 
built of the wood from your progeny ? What 
old woman’s pot has been warmed with vour cast-off 
twigs ?” Years hence the oak would give the answer, 
and so shall the Freethought party if allowed fair play.

It is cowardly and spitefully mean to say to the 
Secularists, “  Where is your special hospital labelled 
‘ For Freethinkers only ’ ?” Does any Christian dare 
to so libel the Secularists as to say there is no charity 
among them ? How many, I wonder, of the working 
men who in their workshops each year contribute to 
the Hospital Saturday Fund are attendants at gospel- 
shops ? It is in consonance with Christian cowardice 
for Christians to take the pence of these men—pence 
which they can ill spare—and then from platforms 
bewail that the Church has lost its hold over the 
working man. Nay, they go farther, and say that he 
has sunk so low that he prefers to waudqr in the fields 
on Sunday morning and sit at homo in tho afternoon 
over what, with delicate courtesy, they call low-class 
newspapers. That is becauso the workman does not 
choose to go and be dosed with religious soothing-syrup 
flavored with brimstone. It is a bold claim to make, 
but I am prepared to back it with numbers of instances 
of effects traced to causes, and it is that the increased 
remedial work of the last ten years is duo mainly to 
Freethinkers, for it is the taunt of tho Secularist that 
has stung the better sort of Christians to quicker action. 
Before leaving this point, I think I may say that if any 
Freethinker built a hospital from the proceeds of a life 
of unfair trading and rascally practices, augmented by 
harsh and galling exactions from his workers, whose 
wages were further reduced by a cunningly devised 
system of fines like those in force in the shops of 
chapel-supporting drapers, who calculate their scales 
with such exquisite cruelty that no man or tender girl, 
unless they were God Almighty, could escape being 
fined, wo should bo more ashamed than proud of the 
gift. We should think of Lowell’s words—

Have ye founded your thrones and altars, then,
On tho bodies and souls of living men ?

The echoes of tho agonies bf the tortured and diseased
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victims of unscrupulous capital would reverberate in 
our souls. At any rate we should not boast about our 
“  ’orspital,” we should not cut our principles to suit the 
opinions of the donor, and we should not invite him 
to preside always on our platforms as Christians do to 
their commercial pirates and “ phossy jaw ” and lead 
poisoners. We should not cease to pay greater honor 
to moral worth and intellectual merit rather than to 
wealthy mediocrity. We should not speak of our Free-, 
thinker in the sickening, oleaginous and laudatory style |

A MOUNTAIN REMOVED BY FAITH, AND A 
HOUSE TRANSPORTED BY ANGELS.

(See Matt. xvii. 2 0 ; xxi. 21. Mark xi. 23. Luke xvii. 6 .)

Now-a -days, though one has faith as big as a moun
tain, he cannot remove even a grain of mustard-seed. 
It was not ever thus if we may believe the veracious 
traveller and chronicler, Marco Polo. He records
that in 1250, the Caliph of Bagdad was taken

miuiioi m  me aiuiiemug, ineagmuus auu lauuamry siyie | • , ., m . .  j .
one hears Christians speak at their chapel and church ! P  ̂ . . .  V . r  ̂ '
i  a . • /  • . . .  If  T ’ m a  a a a i Y i o i i  n m a r . l n n r r m o n f  f r o mdoors after service, when the carriages sweep away the 
rich brethren of the Lord, men who, before the month 
is out, will be saying nothing of the Sunday amuse
ments of the rich, but damning the working man for 
causing the Sunday labor which will carry him for a 
brief space into purer air, i.e , away from what is face 
tiously termed the house of God. We should of course 
be glad that the rich Freethinker had at last recognised 
his long overdue debt to humanity, and we should 
grieve that till then he had flung away a splendid 
chance of benefiting and humanising his fellow-men.

Ch a r l e s  E. B a c o n .
(T o be concluded).

ON PREACHERS.

T hey tell me this, and tell me that,
And they tell me everything,

The road iorks here, and the road forks there,
And the road goes round in a ring.

They give me wheat, and they give me chaff,
And call it the bread of life,

They claim religion is pleasure and peace,
They claim it is penance and strife.

They reason from love that God is good,
From hate— and they make him bad ;

They preach : “  His mercy forever endures.”
They preach that he will get mad ;

They figure and twist, and make him one,
They twist him again— he is three ;

They split his kingdom in two, and yield 
The devil, the earth and sea.

They prove the Bible is true, and prove 
It teaches an endless h e ll;

They prove it is truer than that, and prove 
That all at last shall be well.

They say that it says what it does not say,
And what it does say— deny,

And, say what you will, if you say they are wrong, 
They say what you say is a lie.

There’s Elder Brown, of the Baptist church,
He argues it plain and square,

That ducking a man is saving a man,
And no other method is fair.

But the Presbyterian parson, White,
He argues it square and plain 

That spraying a man is saving a man,
And all other methods are vain.

While Rev. Green, the Methodist man,
Declares, with a two-sided wink,

The odds doesn’t matter a single drop,
But just as you happen to think.

And Quaker Smith has a broad-brimmed view,
And says with a “  thee ”  and a “  thou,”

That water baptism don’t wash with him 
(His claim I ’m inclined to allow.)

But how in the devil, or how in the Lord,
8uch mysteries may abound,

And celestially be all the truer because 
They are not terrestrially sound.

It's more than my noddle can manage, so 
I say to the preachers, Go on 1 

What God wants of me, he can tell it to me 
As well as he could to St. John ;

And I say to the Lord, and believe if the Lord 
lias got any sense he can see 

He needn’t to send any preachers around 
When he has any business with me.

Fbank Felt.

This seemed a just judgment from our Lord Jesus Christ 
on h im ; for in the year 1225, seeking to convert the 
Christians to the Mohammedan religion, and taking advantage 
from that place of the Gospel, ‘ That he which hath faith, as 
the grain of mustard-seed, shall be able to remove mountains,’ 
he summoned all the Christians, Nestorians, and Jacobites, 
and propounded to them in ten days to remove a certain 
mountain, or turn Mohammedans, or be slain, as not having 
one man amongst them which had the least faith. They 
therefore continued eight days in prayer, after which a 
certain shoemaker, in consequence of a revelation made to a 
certain bishop, was fixed upon to perform it. This shoe
maker, once tempted to lust by sight of a young woman in 
putting on her shoe, zealously had fulfilled the order of the 
Gospel, and literally had put out his right eye. He now on 
the day appointed, with other Christians, followed the cross, 
and lifting his hands to heaven, prayed to God to have 
mercy on his people, and then with a loud voice commanded 
the mountain, in the name of the Holy Trinity, to remove; 
which presently, with great terror to the Caliph and all his 
people, was effected, and that day is since kept holy by 
fasting, also on the evening before it.”

When Marco Polo wrote, about 1299, the story was 
fresh in the minds of Christendom that the house of 
the Virgin Mary had been bodily removed by angels 
from Nazareth to the coast of Dalmatia. It was sub
sequently conveyed equally miraculously to Loretto, 
in Italy, and in 1518 Leo X . pledged the papal infal
libility to the truth of the miracle, which could be 
disputed by none who believed in the reality of 
Christ’s promises.

In these two cognate stories we may see the twin 
pillars of Christian supernaturalism, credulity and 
fraud. The story of Marco Polo is simply the repe
tition of a legend which grew out of the gospel text. 
But the tale of the house of Loretto was a deliberate 
fraud, concocted for purposes of revenue. When the 
Saracens took Palestine the monks who showed the 
holy places found their harvest from pilgrims cut off. 
They therefore set up a new Virgin’s house, first in 
Dalmatia and afterwards in Italy, when thoy found a 
far richer stream of pilgrimage Romewards would 
visit the Holy House at Loretto by the way. This 
one instance should suffice to open the eyes of those 
amiable people who are so fond of telling us that 
religion, and all its adjuncts, has grown out of the 
necessities of man. Ot course it has, but the neces
sities have often been those of idle, fraudulent priests, 
desirous of consuming the products of ignorant 
workers. Take away the twin pillars of credulity 
and fraud, and the temple of supernatural religion 
would be like the temple of Solomon with Boaz and 
Jachin removed. J. M. W.

B O O K  C H A T .

The Creation o f  God, by Dr. Jacob Hartmann, comes to us 
from the “  Truthseeker ”  Company, New York. The author 
is a downright Atheist, and writes with considerable vigor. 
His book is a curious olla podrida, plain scientific teaching 
mingled with racy Biblical criticism. The defect of the 
latter is that Dr. Hartmann regards the Bible too much »8 
real history. His chapter on “  The Soul— What is it ? ” 
is terse and powerful. The position he takes up is un
mistakable. “  Soul,”  he says, “  is the product of imagination. 
It has no immortality, because it has no existence.”  P r' 
Hartmann’s concluding advice is “  Be your own God, your
own Savior, your own priest,'’

*  •  *

The “  Truthseeker ”  Company also sends us a Handbook o f  
Freethought, by W. S. Bell. The title-page represents it a*
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“ containing in condensed and systematised form a vast 
amount of evidence against the superstitious doctrines of 
Christianity.’ ’ This is borne out by the contents. Mr. Bell 
has compiled a book which will be very serviceable in 
the great fight between Reason and Faith. We hope 
it will have, as it deserves, a wide circulation.

* * #
In the Open Court of Chicago, Mr. M. D. Conway is 

writing a series of papers on “  Mothers and Sons of God.”  
His first paper is devoted chiefly to Adam and Eve. He 
notices that in the Hebrew when Cain was born, Eve says : 
“  With Jahveh I have begotten a man,”  and argues that 
there were two lines of descent, one from Jahveh and Eve, 
the other from Adam and Eve. No wonder Eve was 
considered the prototype of Miry, if she treated Adam as her 
successor did Joseph.

*  *  *

The Rise and Progress o f  Modern Spiritualism in England, 
hy James Robertson (Manchester: 73a Corporation-street; 
6d.), is a brief sketch of the history of Spiritism in England, 
Sprinted from the Two Worlds. It is preceded by a short 
account of Spiritism in early faiths; then Joan of Arc, 
Ceorge Fox, Mozart and Beethoven, Swedenborg, Mesmer, 
a»d Joanna Southcott are put down as mediums, while 
■Andrew Jackson Davis is described as the modern John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of the New Dispensation inaugurated 
hy the Fox Sisters. Partial accounts are given of Home, Mr. 
and Mrs. S. C. Hall, Mrs. Britten, Alderman Barbas, and 
other well-known workers in the movement. Prof. Huxley’s 
letter declining to investigate is described as “  one of the 
ailliest letters ever penned by a cultured man.”

•  •  *
Judge Waite’s book on The History o f  the Christian Religion 

io the Year 200 has reached a fifth edition. In this work he 
points out the influence of the apocryphal gospels in moulding 
the Christian legends. •  *  #

Science, Creation, and Revelation, by J. H. Burridge 
(London : A. Holmes, 14 Paternoster-row), is a little book of 
the good old-fashioned sort. Mr. Burridge will have none of 
your new-fangled talk about evolution. He believes in 
creation. “  This cannot be disproven ; while the theory of 
Solution is entirely destitute of proof in the whole range 
°f human history and observation.”  Darwin labored in vain 
for such men as Mr. Burridge. He believes in inspiration—  
n° half measures, but verbal inspiration ; not that the Holy 
Qhost is responsible for the mistakes of translation. As to 
fhe Pentateuch: “  You cannot refuse Moses and believe 
Lhriat. The two stand or fall together. ‘ He wrote of 
*>e.> ” We think Mr. Burridge’s little book as full of non- 
8®nse as an egg is full of meat, yet we wish it a wide circula- 
tl°n, for it serves to show what good old orthodoxy still 
remains.

•  *  *

. The Religion o f  the Brain, by Henry Smith (Watts and Co.) 
J8 a volume which does not challenge a strenuous criticism. 
L®e author indulges in a kind of chat about religion, 
Posies, and metaphysics. Sometimes he is thoughtful, and 
,0Buetimes the roverse. Occasionally he is ill-informed, 
j\8.’ for instance, when he says that in Jesus was concentrated 
,, fhe good that had been taught before, and when he says 

the bee contracts its cell geometrically by “ instinct.”
18 statements about his own power of “  suggestion ”  seem to 
8 father imaginative. On the whole, however, he seems to 
8 °0 the right road.

tNo{. LECTU RE NOTICES, ETC.
l°«i of Lectures, etc., mutt reach us by first post on Monday, and 

0« marked, “  Lecture Notice,”  i f  not tent on post-card.1 
LONDON.

t«a Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 5 30,
h ) soirde (6d.) Tuesday at 8.30, dancing (free).

T, o Jinal Ureen—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Uoman-road: 7.30, 
0a °nsor> M.A., “  Neo-Malthusianism—a Reply to Objections. ’ 

"tbsin ;?rw611—81 New Ohurch-roart, S.JS.s 7.30, W. Heaford, 
fiali , ,l,> Ingredient of Religion.”

7.30 t »01 Science, 143 Old-street, JE.O.i 7, musical selections: 
(3d.. 8|, Uzeau Parris, “ Devil Worship, the Popular Religion” 

f'iuati 'uu* Is.)29, at 8)tlry Park Branch, 11 Blackstock-road Thursday, June 
* ’^embers’ general meeting, 

f ia t . . ,  Open-air P ropaganda.
®.3o A6rTSea Park-gates: 11.15, J. Fagan, “ The Apostles’ Creed”  j 

Beth« ? llnson» “  Old Testament Bainls.”
"  Buddi.o ,9reen (opposite 8 t. John’s Church): 11.15, C. James, 

aa> Confucius, and Christ.”

Camberwell—Station-road: 11.30, S. H. Alison will lecture.
Clerkenwell Green: 11.30, C. Cohen will lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen will lecture.
Finsbury Park (near the band stand): 11.30, Stanley Jones, 

“ The Christian Religion” ; 3.30, E. Calvert, “ Is the Old Testa
ment a Divine Record ?

Hammersmith (corner of The Grove): Thursday at 8.30, Mr. 
St. John, “  Science and Miracle. ’

Hammersmith Bridge: 6.30, C. J. Hunt, “ The Christian 
Creed.1’

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, O. J. Hunt, “  The Chris, 
tian Creed” ; 3.30, J. Rowney, “ The Holy Bible.”  Wednesday 
at 8, C. Cohen, “  Religion and Freethought.”

Islington—Newington Green: 3.15, W. Heaford, “ The Plain 
Truth about the Bible.”

Kilburn (corner of Yictoria-road, High-road): 8.30, A. B. 
Moss, “  Life Hereafter."

Lambeth—Kennington Green (near the Vestry Hall): 6.30, 
C. James, “ Buddha, Confucius, and Christ.”

Leyton—High-road (near Vicarage-road): 11.30, Mr. St. John 
■w ill lecture.

Midland Arches (corner of Battle Bridge-road): 11.30, W. Hea- 
ford, “  Why Did Christ Die ?”

Mils End Waste: 11.30, F. Haslam, “ The Life and Times of 
Robert Owen.”

Old Pimlico Pier: 11.30, H.Snell, “ God’s Book.”
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester-gate): 11.30, J. Rowney,

“  The Holy Bible ” ; 3.30, H. Snell, “  The Ascent of Man.”
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 11.15, J. Marshall, “ The 

Gloom of Jesus: was he Insane P” ; 3.15, 0. Cohen, “  The French 
Revolution.”

Walthamstow—Markhouse-road : 6 30, Mr. St. John will lecture.
Wood Green—Jolly Butchers’.hill: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Why 

Christianity has Failed."

The “ Queensberry” R and A. Club: Excursion up the River 
Lea to Broxbourne ("tickets 2s, at the hall) ; boats leave Reader’s 
Boat-house, Lea-bridge-road, at 7 a.m. Monday and Friday at 8, 
at the “ Central”  Baths, Olerkenwell, swimming. Wednesday 
at 8, at the hall, athletics.

COUNTRY.
Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 9, members and 

friends leave for annual picnic to Aldborough.
Liverpool—Oddfellows'Hall, St. Anne-street: 7, Thomas Didy- 

mus, “ Our Sailors.”
Manchester N.B.8., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 

All Saints’ : Tuesday at 8, debating circle, social evening. On 
Sunday at 6.45, members and friends leave London-road for 
annual picnic to Cleethorpe.

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Claytou-street: 3, membe 
annual meeting.

Reading—Foresters’ Hall, West.street: 7, members’ meeting.
Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: Charles Wat’ , 

11, “ The Bible Up to Date” ; 3, “ Religious Fanaticism"; 7, « 1» 
there a Life Beyond the GraveP—the Question Answered"; 
tea at 5.

South Shields -Free Library Hall, Ocean-road: Mrs. Annie 
Besant, 11, “ Theosophy and Christianity” ; 3, “ Democracy in 
America ” ; 7, “  The Latest Theories of Heredity."

Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, J. Robertson, 
“ Jesus Christ: God, Man, or Myth f"

O pen-air Propaqanda.
Brighton (on the Level): 3, R. Rosetti, “  The Russian Gods.“
Sunderland—Wheat Sheaf, Monkwearmouth: 6, J. Robertson 

will lecture.

LECTU RERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
Stephen H. A lison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W. _ June

25, m., Camberwell. July 2, m., Wood Green ; a., Islington; 9, 
e., Lambeth ; 16, m., Battersea; 23, m., Victoria Park; a., Fins, 
bury Park; 30, in., Camberwell.

0. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—June 
25, in., Clerkenwell ; a., Victoiia Park; e., Edmonton. July 2, 
Manchester.

J. F aoan, 18 Oburcli-lane, Upper-street, Islington, N.—June 25, 
m , Battersea.

J aues H ooPer, 11 Upper Eldon-street, Sneinton, Nottingham.— 
July 9, Barnsley.

Stanley J ones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.— 
June 25, m., Finsbury Park. July 2, in., Mile Eud; 9, m. and a., 
Hyde Park ; e., Hammersmith.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, s.E.
_June 25, m., Wood Green. July 2, m. and e., Camberwell; 9,
m., Midland Arches; e., Enfield ; 16, m., Westminster; a., Fins
bury ; 23, e., Hammersmith.

J. R ownet, 7 Park Villas, Newington Turning, N.— June 25, m.. 
Regent’s Park; a., Hyde Park.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—June 25, m., Westmin
ster ; a., Regent’s Park.

8t. J ohn, 8 Norland-road North, Notting Hill, W.—June 25, 
m,, Leyton; e., Walthamstow. July 2, in., Victoria Park; e., 
Hammersmith; 16, m., Bethnal Green; 23, Brighton; SO, 
Chatham.
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E ,
DARKNESS IN DERBYSHIRE.

TO TH E EDITOR OP “  TH E F R E E T H IN K E R .”
Sir ,— The letter from J. W. 0. Stafford, which appeared 

in your issue of the 18 inst, is unfortunately only too true. 
The more ignorant the population, the more flourishing the 
religion. Situated as we of the Derby Branch are, right in 
the midst of the evil, we have every opportunity of ascertain
ing the extent and influence of the Christian superstition. 
In our own town it is almost impossible to secure a decent 
hall, and our outdoor lecturers are intimidated ; so we intend 
carrying out a good literature propaganda. Derby is within 
easy distance of all parts of the shire, and if your readers will 
strengthen our hands by forwarding to the undersigned 
parcels of Freethought literature, we will guarantee to care
fully distribute them, and thereby help to dissipate the 
intellectual gloom which has settled— let us hope only tem
porarily— on this benighted though picturesque part of 
England. W. H. W hitney.

201 Barrow-street, Bloomfield-street, Derby.

CLERICAL ABSENCE OF MIND.
The Rev. George Harvest having to preach before the clergy 

at a visitation, he provided himself with three sermons 
for the purpose. Some of his brethren, to whom he 
mentioned the circumstance, contrived to get the sermons 
from his pocket, and having separated the leaves, sewed them 
all up, without any regard to order.

The doctor began his sermon, and soon lost the thread of 
his discourse. He became confused, but still went on, 
and actually preached out, first the archdeacon and clergy, 
next the churchwardens, and lastly the whole congregation ; 
nor would he conclude, till the sexton informed him that all 
the pews were empty.

Daniel was in the lion’s den, and was treated well. But if 
the lion had been in Daniel’s den he would have made things 
lively for the Daniel family.

Rogers, the poet, was observing one day to Sydney 
Smith that he should not sit again for his portrait unless he 
was taken in an attitude of prayer. “  Yes,”  said Sydney, 
“  yes, with your face in your hat.”

CHEAP PROPAGANDIST PAMPHLETS. WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS
No. 1—A  HUNDRED AND ONE QUESTIONS FOR THE 

ORTHODOX.
No. 2— THE BOOK OF GOD: An Open Letter to the 

Churches. By G. W. F o o te .

Price One Halfpenny. Price One Halfpenny.

©S” Others to Follow.

Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O,

W orks by G, W . Foote.
The Grand Old Book. A reply

to the Grand Old Man. An Ex
haustive answer to the Right Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone’s “  Impregnable 
Ro;k of Holy Scripture.” Is. 
Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four 
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. 13. Superior edition, in 
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is. 
Superior edition, cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Letters to the Clergy. First

Series. 128pp., Is.
A Defence o f Free Speech.

Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 
before Lord Coleridge. With a 
Special Preface and many Foot
notes. 4d.

Comic Strmons and other
FANTASIAS. Content» :—A Ser
mon on Summer—A Mad Sermon 
A  Sermon on Sin—A Bishop in 
the Workhouse — A Christmas 
Sermon — Christmas Eve in 

ft Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sun
day Diary—The Judge and the 
Devil—Satan and Michael—The 
First Christmas-Adam’s Breeches 
—The Fall of Eve—Joshua at 
Jericho—A Baby God—Sermon 
on Jtidaa Iscariot. 8d.

Darwin on God. 6d. Superior
edition, in cloth, Is.

iBfidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d; On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Reminiscences o f Charles 
Bradlaugh. 6d.

Rome or Atheism—the Great
Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

Philosophy o f Secularism. 3d. 
Atheism and M orality. 2d. 
M y Resurrection. A Missing

Chapter from the Gospel of 
Matthew, discovered by G. W. 
Foote. 2d.

The Folly o f Prayer. 2d. 
Ingersollism Defended agst

Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Was Jesus Insane ? A search-

inquiry into the mental condition 
of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Christianity and Progress.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee on 
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d. 

"What Was Christ ? A Reply 
to J. S. Mill. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d. 
Salvation Syrup; or, Light

on Darkest England. A  Reply 
to General Booth. 2d.

Is the Bible Inspired? A
Criticism on Lux Mundi. Id

The Dying Atheist. A  Story. 
Id.

The Rev.Hugh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A  Lie in 
Five Chapters. Id.

Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A
Candid Criticism. 2d.

Secularism and Theosophy.
A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The N 'W  Cagliostro. An
Open Letter to Madame Blavat- 
sky. 2d.

The Shadow o f the Sword.
A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for 
Royalty. 2d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W . P. Ball.] Complete, paper covers, 
Is. 4d. Superior edition on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Crimes o f Christianity. Vol. I. [Written in conjunction with 
J. M. WnEELER]. Hundreds of exact references to Standard Autho
rities. No pains spared to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, 
unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters :—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 
3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 5, Pious Frauds; G, Rise of the 
Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 3, The 
Crusades. Cloth, gilt, 21Gpp., 2s. Gd.

ROBERT FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.O.

Secularism; I s it F ounded on R eason, and is it Sufficient 
to Meet the Needs of Mankind ?

Debate between the Editor of the “ Evening M ail” (Halifax, N.S.) and 
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake and Colonel 
R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. Is., by 
post Is. 2d.
T he T eachings of Secularism Compared with Orthodox Chris

tianity. I s , by post Is. 2d.
Christianity : its Origin, N ature, and I nfluence. 4d .,by post 5d 
Secularism; D estructive and Constructive. 3d., by post 4d.
T he Glory of U nbelief. 3d., by post 4d.
Saints and Sinners—W h ich? 3d., by post 4d.
A gnosticism and Christian T heism : W h ich  is the M ore Reason, 

able ? 3d., by post 4d.
A R eply to F ather L ambert’s “ T actics of I nfidels.”  6d., by 

post 7d.
T heological P resumption : A n  Open Letter to the Rev. Dr. R . F.

Burns, o f H alifax, N.S. 2d., by post 2Jd.
T he N atural and the Supernatural: or, Belief and Knowledge. 

3d., by post 4d.
T he Horrors of tiie F rench R evolution: Their Causes. 3d., 

by post 4d.
8cience and the B ible. 4d., by post 5d.
H appiness in Hell, M isery in Heaven, 3d., by post 3$d.
B ible Morality : Its Teachings Shown to be Contradictory and 

Defective as an Ethical Code. 3d., by po-t 3Jd.
E volution and Special Creation. 3d., by ]>ost 4d,
M a n ; H is Origin, N ature, and Destiny. 3d., by post 3Jd.

London : Watts and Go., 17 Jobnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
Sold by E . Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

S K U L L S
A  L E C T U R E

COLONEL ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.
Price Twopence.

R. Foudkh , 28 Stonecuttor-streot, London,'E.O.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
1G0 page», with portrait ana autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 

Price 1»., poll fret.
*„* In order to bring the information within the reach of tho poor, the 

most important parts of tlio book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. nolmos’
Eamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 

[altbusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. UolmeH' service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of tho means by which it 
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both Hie Book and tho Pamphlet may be had of R. F o r d e r , 28 Stone- 
ntter-street, London, or of tho Author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS*
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THE SMITH FAM ILY.

According to the legend, Adam was 
one day giviDg names to his several thou
sand great-great-great-great-great-great
grandchildren. He was somewhere along 
!n the fifth or sixth century of his exist- 
ence, and age was telling upon him. He 
couldn’t call names, especially hard ones, 
a8 vigorously as he did when he named 
t^e animals, and expressed his opinions to 
Eve in private about that celebrated 

interview she had with the “  old gentle- 
ttan ”  who persuaded her to lay in her

TO BE DISPOSED OF.
STOCK OF FREETHOUGHT 

LITERATURE,
. . .  AT THE
MANCHESTER FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING 

DEPOT A ND  SECULAR HALL,
With Tenancy o f Bookstall.

APPly, A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham Streeti 
_________________ Manchester.________________
„  —R E A D —
REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY:

To Keep it Holy!’
A Lecture on the Sunday Question.

By ELIJAH COPLAND. 
w  Prico 2d. Price 2d.
"holesale: Sunday Music Society, Limited, 74 Bath 

Lane. Newcastle-on-Tyne., ______ Lane. Newoastle-on-Tyne.
Just Issued, cloth, price 2s. Gd., post free.

Relig io n  o f h t h e  b r a in ,
AND OTHER ESSAYS.

By HENRY SMITH, M.D.
Contents.—I. The Religion of the Brain. II. Life 
and Mind. III. What is Mind ? IV. Thoughts 
°n Causation. V. Science versus Theology. 
j  VI. Philosophical Necessity.
_0ndon: WattsJfcCo., 17 Johnnont-court, Fleflt-zt,E.C

Batts’s Literary Guide for current month 
» (Price Id., by post ljd .)
j? Edition to Reviews by Charles Watts, Dr. Bithell, 
«De • Amos Waters, Frederick Millar, etc., has
BvnClal- fonr-Pag0 Supplement wholly deyoted to 

Psis of Leslie Stephen’s “ An Agnostic's Apology.” 
>°nclon; Watts & Co., 17 Johnson e-court, Fleet.

_____ _________________
RTANTON, the People's Dontiat, 335 Strand (oppo- 
« Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE,

• j>d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
®a.cl1» upper or lower, £2, completed in four houis 

required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
* y°u pay more than the above they are fancy 

Teeth on platinum 7s. 6<1. each, on 18c. 
J0*a 15a, Btoouing 2a. 6d., extraction Is., painless by *aR, 6s.

W. j. Rendells 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

«rr°®>n*ad»d by Mr». Bezznt in “  Law of Popnla- 
, Pa-i® 82. and Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’s Hand- 

» « 1 1  1 ’ page 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Chad- 
la J-Mreet, Clerkenwcll : 2s. doz., post froe (reduction 
e„ art?er quantities). For purticclurs send stamped 

P*' Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 
P»lt. "* Current, 8s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr 
D, r jl ' Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
poj,jHJttt’e Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. A11 prices

1Kn W. J, Rendell
0 "hadwell Stroet, Clerkenwell, E.C.

—  _ Near the** Angel.99

O r,- O U R
sp ec ial il l u s t r a t e d  l is t
CouUi D.b8 in t*‘e liani ŝ of every Married 
tl,„ P e in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
theinUDlber their family according to 
oi anIneans, as it contains full particulars 
by Preventive Requisites recommended 
>alu hi A ilbutt and others j and
abc«Htl B information on matters of import, 
^ n e c e s s a r y  to be known by Married

of si50|,Y will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
and ^ P , t° any part of the United Kingdom,
Post«» ,ore>gn parts on receipt of letter 
a . ,  ke.

rw* -E . LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,
6(1 Q ( domestic A hyoienic dept.)

Bcn’sR o ad , Dais ton London. N .E.

EVOLUTION t o f m a r r i a g e
P  By J. DUPONT.

hoiui0nc* 7?irf ePenci, l>y post Fourpence.
• H. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

supply of “  fa ll”  apples. So after calling 
two or three hundred of his progeny 
Kadowitzsky, and Petronovitch, and 
Markevitz, and Hellesboum, Kobble- 
wasser, and Martinidradoti, his strength 
gave out, and he just called the rest of 
them Smiths, and sent them home with 
their nurses. Whether this is true or 
not, the Smith family is probably the 
most ancient, as it is the largest and 
most influential family in the world. 
Schliemann in his excavations at ancient 
Troy dug up a vase, on which was 
engraved an etching of the Deluge with

WE
CANNOT REST
Until your name is on our hooks, and in order 
that you may test our Goods, knowing positively 
that a trial order will make you a regular cus
tomer, we will send you, carriage paid, a pair of 
our celebrated

ANATOMICAL TROUSERS 
For 6s. 6d.

Send your measures and state color preferred to

L. Coleman & Co.,
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.

INDIGESTION
AND

LIVER TROUBLES
MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS are honestly recom
mended by the Proprietor as a Cure for the above
complaints. They HAVE cured and WILL cure.
Price Is. and 2s. per box, post free.

A small sample box will be sent post free to any
sufferer who will apply to the Sole Proprietor,

WILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshill, Warwickshire. 

“  LIST OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

George Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury-st., 
London, E,C.

(And sent through the Post Only).
LEGAL EIGHT HOURS' QUESTION.—Two 

Nights' Public Debate between Geo. Bernard 
Shaw and G. \V. Foote. Verbatim Report, cor
rected by both disputants. Undoubtedly this 
is by far the best statement of both sides of the 
question. 7(1 pages, post free, 7d.

VOLTAIRE’S Important Examination of the 
Holy Scriptures. Post free, 4$d.

THE PEOPLE’S HISTORY of the ENGLISH 
ARISTOCRACY. By Geo.Standring. 174pp., 
post free Is. 2d.

COURT FLUNKEYS: Their “ W ork " and 
Wages. By Geo. Standring. Post free lid.

THE POPULATION QUESTION. ByDr.O.R. 
Drysdale. A careful and complete statement 
of the Nco-JIalthusian position. 100pp., stout 
wrapper, portrait; post free 7d.

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF T. R. 
MALTHU8. By C. R. Drysdale, M.D. 120pp., 
with portrait of Malthus. Should be read by 
every student of social problems. Post free 7d.

THE CAUSE OF POVERTY. A Paper read at 
the National Liberal Club, by Dr. 0. R. Drys
dale. Post free 2d.

VEGETARI AN FALLACIES. By Dr. Chas.R. 
Drysdale. Post free 2fd.

LENGTH OF LIFE of Total Abstainers and of 
Moderate Drinkers Compared. By Dr. C. R. 
Drysdale. Post free 2Id.

THE NEWEST MATERIALISM. Papers on 
the Books of Mill, Comte, Bain, Spencer, Atkin- 
Bon and Feuerbach. By William Maccall. 
Cloth, published at 5s. ; post free Is.

DISEASE AND MARRIAGE. By Dr. H. A. 
Allbutt. A  most useful work. Post free Is. 9d.

HINTS ON NURSING ; and MONTHLY 
NURSING. Invaluable books for the Home. 
Post free 7d. each.

THE WIFE’S HANDBOOK. A work on mat
ters of tho, utmost importance to Married 
Women. By Dr. II. A. Allbutt. Post free 8d.

POPULATION AND SOCIAL REFORM. 
Being a few plain words on a suppressed sub
ject. By H. Roberts. 24 pages, post free 
three-halfpence.

The trade supplied by R. FORDER,
2* Stoneculter-slrcet, E.C-.

Noah coming out of the A rk ; sticking 
out of his pocket was a passage of docu
ments on which, with a microscope, could 
be seen the words, “  Papers belonging to 
the Smith Family.”  Still, another legend 
relates that the family originated during 
the war between the Philistines and 
Israelites, when they were smiting one 
another “  hip and thigh,”  and the first 
man struck was known as the “  first 
Smit.”  This is plausible but not au
thentic. If they were a united family 
they could probably overrun and conquer 
any nation they chose to attack.

NOW READY.

A FEW  DAYS IN ATHENS
B r FRANCES WRIGHT.

With a Sketch of the Life of the Authoress, 
and the Life and Writings of Epicurus,

By J. M. W heeler.'
ONE SHILLING AND SIXPENCE.

In Cloth, 2s. 6d.
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
WORKS.

Some Mistakes of Moses. 132pp. ... 1 0
Superior edition, cloth .............  1 6

The only complete edition in England. 
Accurate ae Colenao, and fascinating as 
a novel.

Defence of Freethought ..............
A five hours speech at the Trial of C. B.
Reynolds for Blasphemy.

Eeply to Gladstone ........................
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Rome or Reason ‘i  ........................
A Reply to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals ................
Oration on Walt W hitm an..............
Oration on Voltaire ........................
Abraham Lincoln .......................
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine...
Ernest Renan and Jesus Christ
True R e lig io n ..................................
The Three Philanthropists ..............
Love the Redeemer ........................
Why I  am an Agnostic. Part I. ...
Why I am an Agnostic. Part II. ...
God and the State .........................
Paine the Pioneer ........................
Faith and Fact....................................
God and Man ...................................
The Dying Creed .......................
The Limits of Toleration .............

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D, Coudert 
and Gov. 8. L. Woodford.

0 6

0 4 

0 4

0
0
0
0
0

The Household of Faith ... 0 o
Art and Morality ... .. . . .  0 2
Do I Blaspheme? ................ . . .  0 o
The Clergy and Common Sense . . .  0 2
Social Salvation............................ . . .  0 2
Marriage and Divorce................ . . .  0 2
The Great Mistake ................ . . .  0 1
Creeds and Spirituality . . .  0 1
Live Topics ............................ ..., r 0 1

R Fobdkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.0.

m o  FREETHINKERS, Ladles and Gentleman 
A requiring Bupertor Out Garments at moderate

grlecs. Firet-clus* Style and Fit Guaranteed.— 
:. Uaui-to«, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle Street, W. 
Throe doors from Regent Street. [ Patronised by 

Uedinv Freethinkers.1

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6cL per doz., post free.

For farther Particular* ssnd stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 30 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N.

(B tf*  RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two letters. 1*.; three 
letter*, 1*. 6d ; any Name. Is. 6d. 
Box, Pad and Ink included. All 
kinds of Btamp*. Patterns free. 
Oarriago 2d. extra. F N-IRETON 
and 00 ., 92 Gracechurch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

T^OR SALE.—Three Fine Portrait*—Gladstone 
Gambetia, Garibaldi. In maple frames, size 

30 by 25, Price 20s. H. A. Kemp. 9o Dufferiu-streot, 
London. E.O._____________________________________
rpm c ADVERTISER, for several years Manager 
J- of Mr. U. Korier’s Publishing Business, seeks a 
Situation in any capacity in town or country. 
Address, II. A. Kemp, 9a Dufferin street, London K.O.
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Radicals should Read & Circulate

Royal Pappers
BY

G. W . F O O T E .
SHOWING W H A T R O Y A L TY  DOES, FOR 

THE PEOPLE, & W H A T  THE PEOPLE 
DO FOR R O YA LTY.

32pp. Price Twopence. 32pp.
FIFTEEN THOUSAND COPIES ALREADY SOLD.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

INTERVIEW
W ITH

THE DEVIL
B y G . W . F O O T E .

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
E. F obdeb , 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Flowers of Freethought.
B y G . W . F O O T E .

FIFTY-ONE SELECTED ESSAYS AND ARTICLES.

221pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

R. Fobdkr, 29 Stoneoutter-street, London, E.O.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Brown Bread, 
Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit, 
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and C, re of Disease, 
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Merrousness, 
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long 
Worms, Tape Worms, Itch, etc.
MEDICAL ES3AYS. V o l . II. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

The Healing Power of Nature; Clothing ; Electricity in Disease; 
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human Food ; 
Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion; Salt; Saline 
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and 
Sleeplessness ; Want of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for Workers, Shop 
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin ; f.or the Stout; and < n 
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping 
Congh, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated 
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . III. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.

Health and Wealth ; No More Death; Youth; The Necessity for Pure 
Air, and How to Get i t ; The Management of Young Children : Hunger and 
Appetite ; Effects of Fasting ; Perfect Foods j Green Foods; Suppers; 
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Perspiration ; Sea Bathing, etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to 
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live One 
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory, and to become B autiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach TroubUs, Flatulence, 
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or 
Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by 
taking Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol.IV . For Postal Order for I s .2d.

New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings 
Banks, Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its 
Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraic 
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata, Against Butter, Poultices, 
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant 
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their Substi
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and 
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or 
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or 
Quinsy, Herpes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach, 
Epidemic Influenza, Soiatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. 6d. 
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers. Post free  

from  the Author fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. Id.
R heumatism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. — Consumption : Its 

Cause and Cure. Post free 7d.—D iet and Digestion. Post free 7dL 
T hree Pamphlets to Y oung Men. Post free Is. Id.

* ,*  All these books (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in 
cloth in one volume. Post free 8s. 6d.

All the above can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place, 
Manchester Square, London, W.

Hovrs op Consultation are—Morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m .; fee, 
10s. fid. Evening from 6 to 8 ; fee, 6s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. fid. Patients visited in the 
country. Fee according to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning. Advice Given by post.

'LEMEJSi'S
C l o t h s

NGTH
Printed end Published by Q. Wt Foote. at28 Stonecutter-street, London, £.0.


