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SAVE THE BIBLE!

Thirty-eight clergymen, a year or two ago, gave
the Bible a fresh certificate of inspiration and
infallibility. They signed a “ round robin,” if we
may apply such a vulgar description to their holy
document. But somehow the Bible is in as bad a
position as ever. It seems, indeed, in deadly peril;
and if something strong and decisive be nob done for
its protection, it will soon be doomed. Such, at any
rate, seems the view of a large number of clergymen,
tvho have signed a Petition, prepared by the Rev. E.
S. Ffoulkes, of St. Mary’s, Oxford, and addressed to
“ the Most Reverend the Archbishop, and the Right
Reverend the Bishops, of the Church of England, in
the House of the Convocation of Canterbury
assembled.” The petitioners .call upon the Arch-
bishop and Bishops to use “ their sacred office and
authority,” and either to purge the Church of heresy
or to “ authoritatively and publicly ” recommend
certain “ orthodox and admirable works,” which are
calculated to “ arrest the spread” of “ disastrous
errors in the midst of Our Beloved Church.”

In order to show the precise nature of those
“ disastrous errors,” we print the following para-
graphs from the petition :

“ Whereas it is generally known that certain clergymen of
the Church of England, in positions of influence and
authority, are deliberately and altogether undermining, by
their teachings and public writings, the faith of this Church
and country in the trustworthiness of tho Holy Scriptures,
and are altogether repudiating tho common faith of Chris-
tendom, that tho said Holy Scriptures, as received by this

Church of England, aro tho infallible and inspired Word
of God,;

“ Also, that by what is known as tho ‘ Now Criticism,’
these clergymen do attempt entirely to rob tho people of
;jod of the Holy Scriptures and altogether falsify tho teach-
ing respecting them of our Lord Jesus Christ and of his
Holy Apostlos—declaring some parts to bo ‘myths,’ somo
fables,” some ‘ tho work of dramatists,’ etc.”

Ah then, the enemy is within the camp ! It is no
longer a question of “ infidel ” publications. Church
Professors, and doctors of divinity, are sapping the
Very foundations of “ the faith.” Orthodox clergymen
cry out—in the language of this petition—for salva-
tion from “ the dangers of Rationalism and unbelief
within the Church.”

What does all this mean? It means that Free-
nought is triumphing by the permeation of the

hurches ; that“ advanced ” ministers are now doing,

n a sober, steady, scholarly way, tho very work so
pnlliantly inaugurated by Voltaire and Thomas

mone; that tho Bible is being subjected to rigorous
~'ticism, in England as well as in France, Holland,
bd Germany; that its documents aro being shifted

'ke the pieces in a kaleidoscope, and every turn of
ko instrument makes them differ more and more from

0 orthodox pattern. At present, it is true, the
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process is almost confined to the Old Testament.
There, however, it is nearly completed. Presently it
will extend in earnest to the New Testament; and
when it is completed there, the Bible will be some-
thing worse than Luther’s “ wax nose,” it will be a
thing of “ shreds and patches.”

Old Testament criticism by men like Driver,
Cheyne, Ryle, and Gore, is indeed—as the petitioners
assert—destroying faith in “ the Holy Scriptures”
as the “ infallible and inspired Word of God.” They
still pretend it is inspired, but not infallible. *“ In-
fallible,” at this time of day, is avery “ large order,”
Professor Bruce, himself a Christian minister, is
obliged to tell hiR orthodox brethren that “ the error-
less autograph for which some so zealously contend
is a theological figment.” “ The Bible,” he reminds
them, “ was produced piecemeal, and by the time
the later portions were produced the earlier had lost
their supposed immaculateness.” And he warns the
“ infallible ” gentlemen that their position is really
“ perilous” when it is considered “ in what state we
possess the Scriptures now.” Yes, it is only country
curates who can stand up now for an “ infallible ”
Word of God; even Mr. Gladstone is obliged to
admit “ errors”—that is, errors in general, for he
will not confess any in particular.

The references in the petition to “ myths,” “ fables,”
and “ the work of dramatists,” seem to be specially
aimed at the Rev. Charles Gore, the Principal of
Pusey House, Oxford, and editor of Lux Hundi. His
essay in that volume on “ The Holy Spirit and Inspi-
ration ” is horribly distasteful to orthodox parsons.
They cannot refute him, but they say “ he ought to
know better,” or “ he shouldn’'t write such things”
—in other words, he is guilty of the shocking crime
of letting the cat out of the bag. He discards the
Creation Story, just liko Professor Bruce, who calls
the fall of Adam a “ quaint” embodiment of the
theological conception of sin. He dismisses all the
patriarchs before Abraham as “ mythical.” He
admits tho late origin of the Pentateuch, and only
claims for Moses the probable authorship of the
Decalogue. He says the Song of Solomon is “ of
the nature of a drama.” The Book of Job is
“ mainly dramatic.” Deuteronomy is the publication
of the law “ put dramatically ” into the mouth of
Moses. Jonah and Daniel are “ dramatic composi-
tions.” Jesus Christ, it is true, cited both as his-
torical ; but ho only “ accommodated ” himself to the
prevalent belief. He knew better, but he did not
choose to say so; or, rather, the moment was in-
opportune ; so he left us to find out the truth in this
matter, as ho left us to find it out in everything else.

Canon Driver is perhaps glanced at in “ fables,”
and perhaps also Canon Cheyne. The former has
publicly argued against the “ reconciliations” of
Genesis and Science. He has likewise written very
strongly against the “ historical” character of Jonah,
which he treats as a story with “ a moral.” Canon
Cheyne regards it as “ an allegory.” Jonah is Israel,
swallowed up by Babylon; but, seeking the Lord in
exile, the captive is at last disgorged uninjured.
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These clerical apostles of the “ New Criticism ” are
accused of attempting “ entirely to rob the people
of God of the Holy Scriptures.” Poor people of God J
How anxious the petitioners are for their welfare !
Some persons, however, will be apt to regard the
solicitude of these gentlemen asprofessional. Robbing
the people of the Holy Scriptures, in their mouths,
may simply mean rendering the clergyman’s trade
more difficult, or perhaps altogether impossible ; and
therefore the bitter cry of these “ grievously beset”
parsons (to use their own words) may be only a
parallel to the famous old shout of “ Great is Diana
of the Ephesians.”

Why indeed do not the petitioners refute the
apostles of the “ New Criticism,” instead of appealing
to the authority of Convocation? They plainly
declare that the “ New Criticism” rests on “ utterly
baseless foundations ”—which is a curious pleonasm
or tautology for a body of “ educated ” gentlemen.
But if the substance of the declaration be true, apart
from its logic or grammar, the orthodox parsons may
scatter the heretical parsons like chaff before the
wind. Principles which are “ utterly baseless” may
surely be refuted. To quote from Hamlet, “ it is as
easy as lying.” Now that is a practice in which the
clergy of all ages have shown great dexterity. We
therefore hope the orthodox parsons will refute the
“ New Criticism.” Let them try to save the Bible
by argument. If they cannot it is lost, and lost for
ever. G. W. FOOTE.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN CHINA.

The constant recurrence of troubles between the
Christian missionaries and the natives of China make
it evident there is something very unacceptable to
the Chinese either in the missionaries or their religion
— probably both. How much of this is prejudice
and how much well-founded, we shall leave the
reader to judge; but certainly the evidence of mis-
sionaries themselves cannpt be wholly relied upon
when we find it contradicted not only by the natives,
but by European settlers in China.

Christianity is no new thing in China, where it
has made attempts to gain a footing for at least a
thousand years. That in all that time the one wholly
divine religion has only gained hatred and contempt
for its exponents does not say much for its preten-
sions. Roman Catholic writers say even that Chris-
tianity was introduced into China by the sceptical
Thomas. If so, he infused more of his unbelief than
of his faith into that still unregenerate people.
Arnobius, in the third century, went the length of
reckoning the Seres, or Chinese, among the nations
that had accepted Christianity in his time. Apart
from the possibility that ho did not moan the Chinese,
it may be argued that in the days of Arnobius Chris-
tianity was merely the western form of Buddhist
monkery, the eastern form of which the Chinese had
then undoubtedly accepted.

The Nestorians, au early Christian sect who
regarded the blessed Mother of God as only an
ordinary female, and who, persecuted by their brother
Christians, found refuge among the heathen and
Mohammedans, are said to have sent missionaries to
China in the fifth century, A possibly authentic but
probably manufactured inscription, discovered by
Jesuit missionaries in Sianfu in 1625, records how
Olopen and seventy Nestorian missionaries laborod
in China during the seventh amP eighth centuries.
In the ninth century Christians were found in
Southern China by two Arabian travellers, and Marco
Folo, the distinguished traveller of the thirteenth
century, who spent more than twenty years in China,
for a time holding high office, speaks of meeting with
Chinese Christians. Roman Catholic missions to
China were established early in the next century,
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Pope'ClementV. making Johannes de Monte Corvino
Archbishop of Pekin, with seven suffragan bishops
under him. The Jesuit missions in China, headed by
Father Ricci in 1581, are well known, and his suc-
cessors appear to have had considerable success by
adapting themselves to the superstitious practices of
the lower classes. When the Dominican order
appeared on the scene with their stricter notions, the
Roman propaganda declined and Protestantism, with
its Bible in hand, which has been sedulously seeking
to convert China’s millions all through the present
century, has had but little success, save where it can
afford to purchase converts, and has drawn down
more dislike to Christianity than ever.

Readers of Mr. A. Michie’s book on Missionaries
in Ohina will learn something of why this is. The
missionaries have acted as political catspaws, their
presence being forced on the Chinese, and any insult
to them being made the occasion of extortionate
demands. The sole ground on which the govern-
ments claim protection for the missionaries is that
they are teachers of virtue. This, in Chinese eyes,
they most certainly are not. Morality in China is
based on filial respect. When they hear their
ancestor worship decried as idolatry; when they
learn that in the Bible are such injunctions as to
hate father and mother, and let the dead bury the
dead; when they see that Christians preach one thing
and practise another, it is little wonder the mis-
sionaries are generally known a3 *“ lie-preaching
devils.”

As for the missionaries themselves-—if they are
truthfully described by a Mr. McDonald, who writes
in the Honglcong Telegraph of Jan. 25—we cannot
wonder that the shrewd heathon Chinee see through
them. This writer says:

“ Missionaries have a very unsavory reputation in Japan
and China. They are usually raised from a humble sphere
of life, mechanics or small tradespeople, who imagine they
have received a ‘call.” Their pay and emoluments enable
them to live in these cheap countries in a style and splendor
far beyond their wildest hopes in their native lands. They
do a minimum amount of work and in their leisure hours ape
the ways and fashions of local society. Eastern society
declines to recognise the Portuguese and half-breeds ; and
the missionaries do likewise. The leading female medical
missionary in Canton refused to treat the two classes
professionally for the reason that it would injure her medical
and social standing. Many of those missionaries are arrant
rogues and hypocrites. [This is rather rough on rats, but as
it is probably true we must let it pass.—Ed. Telegraph.”] In
Nagasaki one of them openly cohabited with his amah
during his wife's absence. On the latter's return they
refused to pay the woman her wages, then due for a year,
because she had broken her contract by the misconduct
named. In Chefoo, a married missionary seduced a female
missionary, and when detected in flagrante delicto laid all the
onus upon the woman who ‘ tempted’ him. In Swatow one
of them owned a number of Chinese disorderly houses, from
which he drew a very handsome rental. In none of these, s>
far as | have ever learned, did any of their colleagues
take any steps to punish the malefactors.”

Mr. McDonald, writing in China mind, says tho
missionaries have the finest houses and grounds,
jewellery, and a retinue of servants, who in the
Middle Kingdom are ridiculously cheap. Yet, says
he, “ These fin de siecle saints are notoriously close
and stingy with their servants, and are often sum-
moned to the consular courts at tho Treaty ports for
nonpayment of wages.” Mr. McDonald further
accuses them of securing medicine and surgical
goods from liberal manufacturers in England and
America on the pretence that they will introduce
them among the natives, and so build up a special
trade. He says they are also large importers ot
laudanum, morphine, and other opiates, with the
view of curing opium-smoking. The result has be°n
the creation of a morphine habit, worse than the
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one it displaced. Mr. McDonald
remarking:—

“ The worst Chinese riot in 1891 was occasioned by an
English missionary buying four children from their mothers.
He paid the penalty of violating both English and Chinese
law with his life. If, however, he had escaped, he would
have taken the ground that he was justified in his crime
because in that manner he could save the souls of the four
urchins he purchased from their Pagan surroundings.”

The Chinese are extremely tolerant in religion.
Millions of Mohammedans hold their faith within the
Celestial Empire unmolested. There are three
religions recognised by the State— Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taocism. Many Chinese belong to
all three faiths without perceiving any incongruity.
But Christianity is rejected because it is an arrogant
religion,, proclaiming it alone is exclusively divine
and brooking no rival. An arrogant faith is sure to
have arrogant ministers. Our chief concern at home
should be that these messengers of peace shall not
embroil us in a deadly and costly war, as they are
constantly in danger of doing.

concludes by

J. M. W heeler.

A BISHOP ON JUDAS.

In the March number of Good Words there appears a
lengthy article by the Bishop of Ripon on the cha-
racter and doings of Judas Iscariot, who is said in
the New Testament to have betrayed his master,
Jesus of Nazareth. Many efforts have been made to
explain the motives that prompted the actions of
Judas in the important part that he is supposed to
have played in the Christian scheme of salvation.
According to the Bishop, Judas was “ a type of the
man without principle,” a shrewd speculator, and one
who desired to be on the side most beneficial to
himself at any cost. It is rather strange that while
referring to the speculations ofWhately, De Quincey,
and Fairbairn concerning Judas, that the worthy
prelate should omit to mention Matthew of Westmin-
ster, the historian of the fourteenth century. Accord-
ing to Buckle, Matthew’s researches upon the subject
were extensive, and resulted in showing that when
an infant, Judas was deserted by his parents, that his
education was neglected, and that he was allowed to
grow up in avery wild state. It is said also that among
other atrocious acts, he murdered his father and
married his mother. He was certainly a very
peculiar character to be chosen by divine wisdom as
one of the twelve apostles, and to fill such an impor-
tant office as treasurer in the Christian community.-
Christ seems to have been rather unfortunate with
more than one of the members of his early band of pro-
pagandists. Thomas refused to believe in his Master
without material proof was furnished, Peter denied
kirn, and Judas sold him. To make matters worse
for Jesus, “ all the disciples forsook him and fled.”
There nre two essential points associated with
Judas and his mission, that the Bishop has entiroly
overlooked. In the first place Jesus must have been
thoroughly unacquainted with the early history of
Judas and incapable of correctly reading his
character, or surely he never would have appointed
him “ treasurer of tho little community,” as the
Bishop terms it, in Palestine. Secondly upon the
hypothesis that tho Bible story is reliable, was not
Judas an instrument in the hands of what is called
divine Providence for the purpose of bringing about
the salvation of mankind ? Was not his conduct the
hrst leading act in the tragic drama of the Atone-
ment ? We aro aware that Jesus is credited with
saying that it had been better for Judas if he had
hever been born. But if he had not appeared on the
Beene of life ho would not have been appointed
treasurer, and what is far more important to the
Question at issue, he could not have betrayed Jesus
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to his enemies; and in that case what would have
become of the crucifixion ? Judging from the story
as narrated in the New Testament, Judas was an
essential factor in the divine scheme of salvation.
It matters not what human motives he had, he
simply aided in carrying out the will of God, and his
memory should, therefore, from an orthodox stand-
point, receive due reverence. If ever there should
be such a novelty as a really Christian country, a
statue to Judas ought to occupy a prominent place
therein.

The Bishop does not accept the suggestion that
Judas, who used his position as treasurer to
perpetrate a series of embezzlements, and to do a
little business on his own account, might after all
have been actuated by other than base motives.
Possibly he was anxious that the promised kingdom
should be inaugurated as soon as possible, and finding
that Jesus was rather backward in bringing that event
about, Judas might have deemed it wise to endeavor
to precipitate the movement in order that he might
occupy one of the twelve thrones which Christ
promised his followers. According to the Bishop,
Judas appears to have played the game “ heads I
win, tails you lose,” and he also did a little
“ hedging.” He put “ a bit on” both sides, so that
whatever happened he was sure to win something.
Supposing Jesus did not succeed in securing the twelve
thrones, which he did not, Judas obtained a little
silver from the other side to purchase a small property.
But “ there’s many a slip betwixt cup and lip,” and
money obtained in such a way is sometimes attended
with evil consequences. It appears to have been so
in this case, for wo are informed that Judas “ went
and hanged himself.” True, this statement of
Matthew is contradicted by the writer of the Acts,
where it is said that this same Judas “ falling head-
long, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels
gushed out.” If these statements are correct, it must;
have been a sort of double suicide, but then it was
not possible that both acts could have been committed.
One account must therefore be false, and probably
both are. We can understand that poor Judas might
have been so excited over the success of his betraying
business, or so depressed at losing his share in tho
“ hundred-fold of lands,” etc., that he went mad ; for
an apprehension upon the part of any man that the
principal concorn in which he is interested will break
up, and that financial ruin will stare him in the face,
is enough to unhinge his mind.

The Bishop says that Judas was a man without
principle. Well, if he were, he was not the only
chosen servant of God who was not an emblem of tho
sublimest virtue. There were many others of God’s
Bible friends whose characters could not withstand
an impartial examination without coming to grief if
the qualification needed was a reputation of spotless
purity. Need reference be made to Moses, who lacked
mercy for man, woman, and child ; to Noah, whoso
gratitude “ for benefits receivod ” took the form of
drunkenness, indecency, and injustice; to Lot, with
his unnatural conduct with his daughters ; t® David
and his adultery; to Solomon, with his many wives
and concubines; to Jacob, with his lying; or to
Abraham and his conduct to Sarah? These aro a
few of the Bible worthies, and most of them were
God'’s special favorites, many of whose actions Jehovah
endorsed. Their characters were stained with the
worst kinds of criminality.

Tho Daily News, dated Fob. 27, contains a leadiug
article on the Bishop’s paper in Good Words. Tho
editor is very severe on poor Judas, denouncing him
as a thief, a hypocrite, and a traitor. The writer,
however, forgets that the object of his wrath was
treasurer to a Christian society, and that “ Our Lord
and Savior ” appointed him to the situation ; and as
God he should have known the qualification of his
official before ho made tho engagement. The editor
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gives Judas credit for nothing but that he ” went
and hanged himself/’ That was the only “ redeeming
virtue, unfortunately too rare” among gentlemen
pursuing similar occupations. The Bishop of Ripon
refers to the view of Professor Fairbairn, that Judas
was a disappointed man, and that he took his revenge
because he expected a temporal kingdom and it did
not come. But the editor of the Daily News will not
accept that. He says: “ This, atall events, does not
clear the character of Judas.” Perhaps not; but the
view we put forward, that he was a divinely-
appointed agent, raised up for a great purpose, does
clear it, inasmuch as in doing what he did, he was
but carrying out his part in the plan of salvation that
had been arranged by God “ before the foundation of
the world.”

The Bishop dismisses the theories of Whately,
De Quincey, and Fairbairn as unsatisfactory, and sets
up a theory of his own. He analyses the motives of
ordinary men who join certain movements through
conviction, enthusiasm, or self-interest, and attributes
the latter motive to Judas. But we submit there are
stronger grounds for disputing the Bishop’s views
than there are for refusing those which he rejects.
In our opinion, the only sound position upon this
subject, if we accept the Bible account, is the one we
propound, namely, that Judas was merely a humble
instrument under the control of an almighty power,
and that the betrayal of Jesus by Judas was necessary
to the carrying out of the Christian scheme of
Redemption. Charles W atts.

JULES FERRY.

Jules Ferry was one of the gallant band who
established the present French Republic. His leader
was Gambetta, who saw and said that “ Clericalism
is the enemy.” For along while this was the rallying
cry of the party of progress. The Catholic Church
strained every nerve iu favor of reaction. Its supreme
object was to bring about a restoration of the empire
or the monarchy. Gambetta could not fail to perceive
its machinations. He boldly challenged it before
France and the civilised world. It was a terrible
struggle; only those who followed every phase of it
know how terrible. But Gambetta never lacked
courage. The man who told his countrymen, after
Sedan and the capitulation of Paris, that they had
been defeated in consequence of their ignorance and
cowardice, bad his feet planted on something more
solid than popular applause.

Jules Ferry and Paul Bert helped their leader to
remedy this grievous state of things. Certainly they
acted otherwise than as mere politicians, only anxious
for power and the spoils of office. Cheap manuals of
history, politics, and sociology were printed and
hawked by myriads of copies among the French
peasantry. A splendid system of national education
was established, and illiteracy was soon banished
from the nation, at least as far as the new generation
was concerned. The priest was then turned out of
the schools, and the schoolmaster made supreme in
his own domain. Finally, the unauthorised religious
orders were expelled from France. They were nests
of intrigue against the Republic, and it vras idle to
plead for them in the name of toleration. Asa matter
of fact, religion is State-supported in France, and is
therefore subject to control. It can at any moment
gain independence by foregoing its endowment.

Gambetta was hated by the Church like poison.
Paul Bert was detested and calumniated, but he was
the idol of the schoolmasters and teachers whom he
had rescued from clerical bondage. Jules Ferry
was detested and calumniated in turn; and it is
noticeable that, now he is dead, while the Church
papers are calling him an enemy of religion, the
schoolmasters and teachers all over France are send-
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ing telegrams of sympathy to Madame Ferry. This
fact is indeed significant. It shows that the great,
the abiding work of Gambetta, Bert, and Ferry, and
their loyal colleagues, was the establishment of the
Republic on a basis of secular education.

Jules Ferry had his failings— like other men.
But he was an honest man, who lived clean-handed
amidst a good deal of corruption. He was also a
hard-worker, a competent man of affairs, and the
possessor of a governing faculty. M. Carnot well
called him “ one of the reserve forces of the
Republic.” His ostracism was long and cruel; bub
he reappeared at last as President of the Senate, and
a possible candidate for the State presidency. There
is a tragic irony about his death at such a moment.
Nevertheless he is sure of a place in French history.
He was one of the founders of the Republic, one of
the educators of France, one of its liberators from
priestcraft. Negative as it may have looked to some
eyes, his work was really positive and constructive.
It helped to create a new spirit, to found a new era.

G. W. F.

IMMORTALITY.

Among the arguments brought up to prove the immortality
of the human “ soul,” great stress is laid by the orthodox
upon its necessity for the purpose of compensation. The
inequality of human destinies is too well admitted to need
either proof or illustration. To harmonise this inequality
with the notion of an all-wise, just, and benevolent God,
the Theist insists upon a future life which shall solve the
enigmas of the present, and shall deal out that kind of
justice called poetical, because so rarely met with in
ordinary life. It must be remembered that with many the
essential character of the future life is a reversal of the
present. The poor, the feeble, the sickly, the wretched,
those whose lot in this world has been miserable, are to find
comfort beyond the grave. On the other hand, irrespective
of vice or virtue, those who have been prosperous here are
to meet sorrow hereafter. This doctrine, common enough
among the poor, finds little countenance among established
churches or in well-to-do conventicles. Yet it may be
distinctly traced among the doctrines ascribed to Jesus of
Nazareth. The parallel of Lazarus and Dives clearly
conveys this view. In many parts of the gospel we find
also denunciations of riches and injunctions to prefer
poverty. See in particular Luke vii. 20-2G

However this may be, the theistic “ compensation argu-
ment ” has the misfortune of proving too much. Inequalities
similar in kind, if somewhat smaller iu degree, are to be
found in the fate of the lower animals and of vegetables.
Two foals, eg., first see the light on the same day. The
one is born in a ducal stable better built, drained, warmed,
and ventilated than the cottage of a working man. He
grows up ignorant of pain or hardship, and he becomes the
pet of some lady of rank. Ilis heaviest task is to draw
her carriage in the park when the weather is fine. The
other, foaled in a damp, windy, tumble-down shed, inured
to starvation, blows, and overwork, is doomed to draw the
cart of a costermonger, to turn a mortar-mill or to drag
barges along the Grand Trunk. Is there no heaven, we
ask, where this four-footed mourner may be comforted for
his earthly troubles, and learn with devout gratitude that
they were all sent for his good ? And if not, why not?
But it may be said that the inequality among domestic
animals is the work of man for which be must be answerable.

Leaving this reply to stand for the little it is worth, let
us go out into the woods Here is a nettle-leaf upon
which a female Vanessa Jo has just deposited her eggs.
In a few days the young caterpillars will emerge. What
will be their fate ? Some will be devoured by birds;
some will be attacked by ichneumon wasps who will thrust
eggs into their bodies, which developing gradually consume
them. Some reach the chrysalis stage and then perish.
Some, lasriy, emerge from their case as perfect butterflies.
But of these not all enjoy their natural quota of light and
love. Some at the very outset of their career fall Ja prey
to birds, or dragon-flies, or Bpiders. Here therefore again,
we ask, is there no future life in which these differences
are rectified? What is sauce for the goose is, we are told
by ancient sages, sauce for the gander also. If the
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unequal distribution of joy and sorrow in the lot of
individual men proves them to be immortal, why should
not the same facts lead to the same inference in all other
organic beings ? ALMEIKA.

USELE8S PRAYERS.

I do not like to hear him pray

On bended knee about an hour
For grace to spend aright the day,
Who knows his neighbor has no flour.

I do not like to hear him pray,

“ Let blessings on the widows be,”
Who never seeks her home to say,

“ If want o’ertakes you come to me.”

I hate the prayer, so loud and long,
That's offered for the orphan’s weal,
By him who sees him crushed by wrong,

And only with the lips doth feel.

I do not like to hear her pray,
With jewelled ear and silken dress,
Whose washerwoman toils all day,
And then is asked to work for less.

Such pious falsehoods | despise :
The folded hands, the face demure,
Of those, with sanctimonious eyes,
Who steal the earnings of the poor.

I do not like such useless prayers.
If wrong, | hope to be forgiven ;

Such prayers no angel upward bears—
They're lost a million miles from heaven.

COLONEL INGERSOLL ON ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
Lincoln was an immense personality—firm but not
obstinate. Obstinacy is egotism—firmness, heroism. He
influenced others without effort, unconsciously; and they
submitted to him as men submit to nature—unconsciously.
He was severe with himself, and for that reason lenient
with others.

He appeared to apologise for being kinder than his
fellows.

He did merciful things as stealthily as others committed
crimes.

Almost ashamed of tenderness, he said and did the
noblest words and deeds with that charming confusion, that
awkwardness, that is the perfect grace of modesty.

As a noble man wishing to pay a small debt to a poor
neighbor, reluctantly offers a hundred dollar bill and asks
for change, fearing that he may be suspected either of
nnakiDg a display of wealth or a pretence of payment, so
Lincoln hesitated to show his wealth of goodness, even to
the best he knew.

A great man stooping, not wishing to make his fellows
foci that they were small or mean.

By his candor, by his kindness, by his perfect freedom
from restraint, by saying what he thought, and saying it
absolutely in his own way, he made it not only possible, but

Popular, to be natural. He was the enemy of mock
solemnity, of the stupidly respectable, of the cold and
formal.

He wore no official robes either on his body or his soul
He never pretended to be more or less, or other, or different
from what he really was.

He had the unconscious naturalness of Nature s self.

He built upon the rock. The foundation was secure an<
broad. The structure was a pyramid, narrowing as it rose
Through days and nights of sorrow, through years of grie:
at>d pain, with unswerving purpose, “ with malice toward;
none, with charity for all,” with infinite patience, with un
clouded vision, he hoped and toiled. Stone after stone wai
lo>d, until at last the Proclamation found its place. Oi

hat the goddess stands.

He knew others, because perfectly acquainted with him
?%'f- He cared nothing for place, but everything foi
~dependence. Where no principle was involved, easily
swayed; willing to go slowly, if in the right direction
®°metimes willing to stop ; but he would not go back, anc
hu would not go wrong.
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He was willing to wait; he knew that the event was Dot
waiting, and that fate was not the fool of chance. He
knew that slavery had defenders, but no defence, and that
they who attack the right must wound themselves.

He was neither tyrant nor slave ; he neither knelt nor
scorned.

With him, men were neither great nor small—they were

\right or wrong.
v Through manners, clothes, titles, rags and race he saw
I the real—that which is. Beyond accident, policy, com-
! promise and war he saw the end.
He was patient as Destiny, whose undecipherable hiero-
t glyphs were so deeply graven on his sad and tragic fate.
| Nothing discloses real character like the use of power.
It is easy for the weak to be gentle. Most people can bear
adversity. But if you wish to know what a man really is,
give him power. This is the supreme test. It is the glory
of Lincoln that, having almost absolute power, he never
abused it, except on the side of mercy.

Wealth could not purchase, power could not awe, this
divine, this loving man.

He knew no fear except the fear of wrong doing.
Hating slavery, pitying the master—seeking to conquer,
not persons, but prejudices—he was the embodiment of the
self-denial, the courage, the hope, and the nobility of a
Nation.

He spoke not to inflame, not to upbraid, but to convince.

He raised his hands, not to strike, but in benediction.

He longed to pardon.

He loved to see the pearls of joy on the cheeks of a wife
whose husband he had rescued from death.

Lincoln was the grandest figure of the fiercest civil war.
He is the gentlest memory of our world.— Oration on
Abraham Lincoln.

A “LAND BOOM” IN JERUSALEM.

In the first place, then, the main cause of the reported
increase of Jewish emigration to Palestine during the last
three years has been a “ land boom ” in Jerusalem. And in
the second place, the cause of the “ land boom ” has not
been a sudden bubbling-up of zeal for the “ redemption of
Israel,” but the prospects of a railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem,
built by Christian capital through a Gentile-governed land.
That railway is now completed between the sea-board and
the ancient city, the first locomotive having entered Jeru-
salem on September 13, 1892. It will undoubtedly be a
convenience for pilgrims and tourists, however much of an
anachronism it may seem, but whether it will ever pay on
the existing traffic, or whether it will create new traffic, are
matters of considerable doubt.

The first appearance of the engineers on the line of route
was the signal for the beginning of such a speculation in
Jerusalem as one would look for rather in a Western American
than in an Oriental towD. The idea was fostered that the
railway would make Jerusalem once more a mighty city and
a great centre of population ; and this idea at once suggested
another, that there would be a great demand for building
ground. Thereupon ensued one of the wildest of “ land
booms,” during which plots of ground changed hands with
rapidity, and at constantly increasing prices, until thousands
were paid for what hundreds would have readily bought a
few years ago. There was no actual demand for the land, it
must be observed, but only the hope and expectation of a
rush with the railway.

It was to take part in this “ land boom "—to make hay
while the sun of speculation was shining— that many Jews
hurried to Jerusalem. About the same time many schemes
were being discussed for re-stocking the land with Jewish
colonists, and it was a not unnatural desire to be first in the
field. If “ the redemption of Israel” was at hand, why
should not some of the Children of Israel have a profit out
of the transaction ?— Chambers's Journal.

The Freethinkers' Magazine for March gives a portrait of
Mrs. Sara A. Underwood and an article by that lady on the
late Ernestine L. Rose, whose services to the cause of woman,
Freethought and anti-slavery are highly extolled. The other
contents of this advanced magazine are interesting, and we
are glad to see it is “ booming along” into a better financial
position.
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ACID DROPS«

The man that broke the bank at Monte Carlo is now doing
eight years’ penal servitude. Charles Wells was a very
vulgar adventurer, who extracted money by false pretences
from a number of dupes, all of whom were well-to-do,
and most of whom were tempted by cheap promises of large
gains. “ Both in Clutterbuck’s case and in Wells’s,” says the
Westminster Gazette, “ the Church furnished a considerable
number of dupes. What is remarkable therein is not only
the colossal stupidity of these clerical gentlemen, but their
curiously low morality. Avariciousness was at the bottom of

their folly.”
There is, it appears, a debt of £60,000 on Talmage's
Tabernacle. That is how he and his people follow the text

“ Owe no man anything.”

Talmage’'s congregations are very large. The auditorium
seats about 7,000, but “ of these many contribute little
or nothing.” The annual expenses are about £5,100.
“ Without money and without priee.”

The Christian World gives a curious account of Dr.
Parker’'s quarrel with his organist, Mr. E. Minshall, who for
many years carried on Thursday evening concerts at the City
Temple, and has been obliged to remove them to Exeter
Hall. According to Mr. Minshall the bother arose from
Dr. Parker’s resentment “ at the fact that Mrs. Parker had
not been invited to sing solos in the services often enough.”
The doctor said his wife had been “ shamefully and disgrace-
fully treated "— the real truth being that she does not get
younger and her voice is “ not quite so good as formerly.”
Finally the Christ-like doctor shouted, “ | dismiss you 1 |
dismiss you ! | dismiss you for the hellish position you have
taken up T Such were Parker’'s parting words to Mr.
Minshall for “ seventeen years of hard, earnest work, for
which he has never received a penny.” Parker has had the
pennies, we guess. The men of God generally lay hands on
the filthy lucre.

" No Church paper ever enters my house,” says Archdeacon
Farrar. He knows 'em. Some time ago he said they con-
tained the essence of hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.
Generally speaking, they could give the secular press long
odds in reckless controversy.

The Bev. E. F. Horton, of Hampstead, is getting a big
reputation, although we are quite unable to see any great
display of intellect in his utterances. He does indeed infuse
a vague heterodoxy into his sermons, but he really preaches
all the old dogmas, although considerably diluted. Evidently,
too, he understands, like the rest of his cloth, the art of
imposing on children. “ When we are born, dear children,”
he recently said to a number of little ones, "we seem to
come from behind a great curtain.” This is a fresh addition
to the childish stock of biology, and will rank with the
parsley bed and the gooseberry bush. " When we die,” Mr.
Horton continued, "we seem to go behind another great
curtain.” From mystery to mystery, as Carlyle said. Well,
perhaps so ; but Mr. Horton, while admitting that " we can
only see and know what lies between ” the two curtains of
birth and death, forgot to say that all the sky-pilot fraternity
get their living by guessing what is behind the scenes.

We regret to hear that Dr. Allinson’s action for libel against
the proprietor of the Vegetarian will cost him £500. An
exorbitant bill was run up by the other side ; to exorbitant,
in fact, that £200 was taxed off. Such a state of things is
simply scandalous. It is an infamy in a nation which calls
itself free and civilised, that a man should be put to such a
monstrous expense. Jeremy Bentham, if he were living to-
day, might repeat his impeachment of this side of the
administration of the law in England, without changing a

single word. -

Our laws are made by lawyers for lawyers, and administered
by lawyers ; and the judges, who have all been lawyers, will
do nothing against the profession. The rules of practice are
a labyrinth, the language is as mystical as theology, and tho
charges are preposterous. Why, if a man libels me, and |
sue him, should he be allowed to pay a lawyer fancy prices,
and charge me with them if | lose? The costs should be
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calculated on a modest and honest scale, and the fancy fees
of “ great counsel,” who are absurdly over-paid, should come
out of the pockets of those who have ataste for such luxuries.

One moral of Dr. Allinson’s action is this—Never let a
Freethinker sue a Christian for libel. Put up with any insult,
if you have forbearance enough ; if not, give your libeller a
thrashing ; but don't go to law. A Christian judge and a
Christian jury will side with your libeller, and instead of
making him pay, you'll have to pay yourself.

Dr. Allinson has found this out—we hope once for all.
Writing to the Hospital Gazette, he states that he was not
cross-examined as to his Malthusian principles, for advocating
which he had been called " immoral.” “ 1 was cross-
examined,” he says, “ upon the outside question of my belief
in a future state, and my religious opinions. This, too, by
Sir Eichard Webster, who has received the enormous fee of
one hundred and fifty guineas for conducting what was little
better than a Church catechism.” Dr. Allinson contends
that Freethinkers, at any rate where their principles are
involved, should be tried by a mixed jury. Of course they
should. But they won't be. So don’t let them go to law.
They should learn to despise Christian insults ; or else, if the
libeller is too outrageous, let them give him a good thrashing,
and leave him to find a remedy.

A statue of salt from Winsford, Cheshire, has been shipped
for Chicago. It does not represent Lot's wife, but Liberty,
and stands 12ft. 6in. high.

Men get more religious the higher they are off the ground.
A gentleman who had occasion to go to the Empire Theatre
on business was directed to an office at the top of the build-
ing. He says he climbed several flights of stairs, and on
arriving at the proper door he was tempted to knock and ask
“Is God in ?” -

Last Sunday the Eev. Eussell Wakefield, vicar of Sandgate,
held a day of thanksgiving to God for his great mercy in
taking no lives during the recent landslip. The man who
was grateful to space for giving him elbow-room was sensible
compared with the folk who thank God for doing no more
than destroying their houses.

The Eev. A. Douglas, minister of the Abbey Parish Church,
Arbroath, has been lecturing on " The Suspensory Bill a
Defiance of God.” Those sky-pilots always imagine that God
must squeak if their toes are trodden on.

The person who, upon a preacher in Eome declaring that
Secular education had brought greater dissoluteness of morals
than ever was known before, shouted.out, “ What about the
time of Borgia ?” has been acquitted on the charge of brawling
in church, although the Public Prosecutor demanded his con-
viction and a severe punishment. The jury refused to convict,
and his acquittal was received with enthusiastic applause.

The Eev. Alfred Edward Ormonde Harris, vicar of Stoke,
has been found guilty of drunkenness in the discharge of his
godly duties, and has been deprived of his living and its
emoluments.

The dangers of religion were forcibly exhibited by a
fanatical preacher in Latrig, Saratoff, Eussia. In the course
of a sermon in a cottage, he became so excited with
religious ecstacy as to assure his hearers " God had given him
so much power through tho Holy Ghost, that he could even
raise the dead.” To make good his pretensions, he went to
the bed of the daughter of the house and smothered her
before anyone could interfere. Then, a la Jesus Christ, he
commanded the maid to arise. As she did not move he
proceeded to breathe into her mouth and nostrils, a 1®
Elisha, but the girl was dead and the modern thaumaturgist
has to await his trial for murder.

The verger of Llandilo Church was discovered dead in the
house of God last Sunday. He had been suffocated by the
fumes from the heating apparatus. Providence was absent
on this occasion.

St. Patrick’s Day was set apart by the Irish Presbyterian»
for united prayer against Home Eule. We wonder what 1»
Mr. Gladstone’s inmost thought upon the policy of petitioning
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the skies to avert the action of Parliament. To us itis a
funny spectacle.

Mrs. Besant's vested interest in Madame Blavatsky is being
contested. Miss Anna Eva Fay, the spiritist, has received a
type-written message from the Blavatsky, brought from the
other side of everywhere by a Mahatma. The message is in
verse, and this is how the Blavatsky beats Shakespeare on his
own ground :

Fair is it, that Miss Fay's the Fayrie shawl shall be ;

For over all the Fays the Fayrie queen is she.
Miss Fay is on her way to India to receive some spiritual
messages which the Blavatsky has promised to deliver to her.
They are to be transmitted through a marble bust of the ex-
high priestess of Theosophy, standing in the study of her old
home in Bombay. We dare say the stone will talk as sensibly
as the living woman.

Miss Rachel Callahan, of Sweetwater, Tennesee, has, this
Lent, been emulating her Savior, Succi and Dr. Tanner, by a
forty-days fast. Her brother whipped her severely to make
her eat, but without success. Her motive is religious zeal.

The English Church Union is sending out circulars from
its headquarters asking— 1. If it is desirable that church-
men should demand the repeal of the clause in the Education
Act of 1870, which forbids the use of Catechism ; 2. If they
should try to get the law altered so that parents may
require their children to be instructed in the Church
Catechism at Board schools; 3. If they should agitate that
Churchmen should be allowed to allocate their rates to
Church schools. What modest proposals 1 We wonder -how
the Nonconformists throughout the country will receive them.

At Portsmouth a meeting of tho E.O.U. was ealled to
consider these propositions, under the presidency of the
Rev. R. B. Dolling, who gave his opinion that it would be a
wise thing if Board schools taught no religion at all. A
resolution was carried that a negative answer should be
returned to all three questions.. A resolution was passed
declaring that religion taught in Board schools is so unsatis-
factory it cannot be amended, and the best course of action
would be to abolish religious teaching in the future, and that
such teaching should be carried out by voluntary effort.

The Rev. Athelstan Riley is still going about agitating the
introduction of Catechism into Board Schools. The cheek of
the clergy is superb. Not content with absolute control over
their own schools, which, though termed voluntary, draw
from public money, nearly ten times as much as subscribed
ky Churchmen, they demand to control the Board Schools,
that is, the schools set up as neutral or common places
°f education ; now they find these schools are becoming
a ore popular than their own.

Choice examples of Christian meekness and forbearance are
e*bibited in the screechings against the Welsh Suspensory
Bill in the Church papers. The Church Times writes of the
Welsh Nonconformists as vilely coveting their neighbours
goods. To see how much Christian charity is worth, you
Have only to mention the word disendowment~to a clergyman.

Wm. Coy, hanged at Pittsfield, Mass.,, on March 3,
announced on the scaffold that he had “ given his heart to
God.” Hig crime was killing a man, of whom he was
jealous, with an axe while his victim slept.

David and John Deems, who claim to be inspired from o
B'gh, have founded a new religious sect in Columbus, Kai
It combines the old faith-cure doctrine with a litoral inter
pretation of the scriptures. It is gathering in converts iron
all the surrounding country. According to tho Deems, th
present are the dark days which precede the millenniunc
Inese dark days will last for only a few years, and then th
~biennium will be ushered in. As a result of the Deemi
packings husbands and wives have separated, children hav

"en deserted by their parents, and four men have ahead
“oen sent to tho insane asylum. David Deems, the teachei
~prks not. He reads the Bible literally and says the Lor
Will provide. The fact is that his disciples provide for him.

T'ho Catholic priests are foaming at the bill brought in by
ho Italian Minister of Justice, making civil marriage
hhligatory before any religious ceremony is performed. Signor
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Crispi is reported to have said that “ Catholicism, like every
other institution, has had its day.” He is doing what he can
to get it under earth, for he knows that while it lives it is a
menace to Italian unity as well as to all liberty.

Pope Pecci thanks the Bishop of Autun for his diatribe
against the late Ernest Renan, and congratulates himself on
his own exposure of “ the impious and lying romance invented
by the French writer, upon the life of Christ Our Lord.”
Poor old Pope ! He's in a very bad temper.

The Romish Church is infallible, but all the same it has its
internal differences. There appears to have been a quarrel
between the Pope’s Envoy at Washington and the American
Bishops, who therefore abandoned their intended pilgrimage
to Rome, and now the Pope is angry. How the Lord
feels is a matter of speculation.

The Pope is doing good business with this year's Peter’'s
Pence. Pilgrims are shelling out handsomely. The Italians
bring 1,000.000 francs, and nearly as much comes from North
America. The Austrian emperor sends 100,000 francs, and
the Austrian aristocracy 600,000 more. Even the poor, pig-
and-potatoes Irish send 875,000 francs. The Duke of
Norfolk handed the Pope two cheques, one from himself for
£40,000, and the other from English Catholics for £75,000.
Thus the golden stream rolls its glittering waves towards
Rome, while myriads of honest men are pining for work, and
thousands of little children are crying for bread.

Mr. Walsh, editor of the Protestant Observer, has been
lecturing at Halifax on “ The English Church Union a
Romanising Confederacy.” We think Mr. Walsh is right if
ultimate tendency is distinguished from avowed purpose. He
was tackled by the Rev. E. Winter, who boasted that the
E C.U. now numbers 34,000 members. The bitter feud
exhibited between High and Low Church will tend to the
profit of honest outsiders, if there is any truth in the utterance
of a certain teacher, that “ a house divided against itself
cannot stand.”

In the dining-room of an English hotel a scriptural text is
hung on the wall as follows : “ Wait on the Lord and he
shall exalt thee to inherit the land, and alongside of it is a
warning from the landlord, reading, “ Watch your hat and
overcoat, as the proprietor is not responsible for them,”

Spook-inspired Mr. Stead is now patronising astrology
and second sight in the Review o0j Reviews. His Civic
Church, to include Atheists, promises to be the queerest
menagerie collected since the days of Noah.

“ We wish we could persuade all men to give up smoking,”
says the Methodist Times. Yet a short time ago we read in
another religious journal that the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes
loves a good cigar.

We once knew the editor of a goody-goody paper, who used
to advise his readers to study Proverbs instead of Shakespeare,
and never, never to touch alcohol. He might have been seen,
however, almost any morning at the Gaiety bar, lowering
half a dozen whiskies boforo dinner.

Archdeacon Farrar has been preaching on “ Fleshpots or
Manna ?” He says we should all decide for manna. Not
bad for a gentleman with £ 2,000 a year 1

Dr. Clifford, the “ democratic ” preacher, who even goes in
for Socialism (but of the Christian sort), is not able to do
more than “ hope for a hope ” in regard to the fate of sinners
(and, we suppose, unbelievers) in the next life. Poor sinners 1
But after all Dr. Clifford is—or should be—in the sight of
Omnipotence just as good or bad as the worst of them. A
common Creator made all men just as they are; which is a
fact, at least on the Theistic hypothesis, that Dr. Clifford and
his like would do well to ponder.

Theosophy has reached the Divorce Division. Mr.
Thomasset, against whom a decree of judicial separation was
granted yesterday, attributed liis domestic shortcomings to
the influence of a Mahatma. He had.learned from that high
authority that he had been wrongly united, and so took on
with a destitute young lady whom he rescued a3 she was in
the act of throwing herself off London Bridge. Thereafter
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Mr. Thomasset devoted himself with such energy to hypnotic
inquiry that his wife felt constrained to appeal to Mr. Justice
Barnes ; only Mrs. Thomasset did not call it hypnotism. She
described it as desertion and adultery, and said the Mahatma
was a female named Gray. The moral of it is that those
who wish to keep their happy homes had better steer clear
of Mahatmas ; and that the impulse of heroic persuasion late
at night on London Bridge may be exercised at too great a
cost.— The Star. -

There have been horrible doings as far north as Inverness,
happily not allowed to pass undenounced by the Free Presby-
tery. A troupe of Indians are enlivening that pious town
with performances at the theatre. This is not the worst of
it. After the fashion of theatrical troupes, they travel on
Sunday. Worse still, crowds assembled at the Inverness
station to witness their arrival. The Presbytery entered a
vigorous protest against such proceedings, which, said the
Bev. Mr. Connell, were a disgrace to the community.

Worse still; an opera company has had the effrontery to
give a Sunday evening sacred concert in Inverness, and one
evidently relished by those who attended. The Presbytery
were unanimous in denouncing this unheard-of wickedness.
Said the Bev. Mr. Cameron, “ You cannot conceive of a
meaner thing, taking advantage of this place, which is noted
for its Sabbath keeping, and trying to show a kind of piety
in the way of having sacred music.” This mean attempt to
get Borne of the sky-pilots’ business was “ disgraceful.”

The Bev. Macdonald declared they were drifting even in
the north of Scotland into a sort of continental Sabbathism.
" If things go on as they are now doing, we shall soon find
ourselves with a Sabbath not better than that prevailing on
the continent. There is a great laxity as to Sabbath keeping
here. There is a great amount of walking during the summer
evenings, and it is very demoralising to the young people.
The question is—What can we do to prevent it?” Aye,
there's the rub. People read and travel nowadays, and the
power of the parish god-almighties diminishes in proportion.
Oh, for the good old days, when Sabbath breaking was
visited with imprisonment in the stocks or “ jugs.”

The very same number of the Northern Chronicle which
contains the report of the Inverness Presbytery mentions that
juvenile crime is largely on the increase. The number of
persons arrested for drunkenness has advanced from 88 in
1889 to 134 in 1890 ; in 1891 there was a further increase
to 156; and last year the total was 193. This although in
this period the publichouses have been closed earlier, viz., at

ten. The Presbytery said nothing of their city’s crime and
drunkenness.  Everyone knows that is a matter for the
police. The men of God, like the silversmiths of Ephesus,

only cry out when their craft is in danger, and then they
attribute every evil to the failure to attend their minis-
trations.

Echoes of the discussion on “ Is Christianity Played Out ?”
still reverberate in provincial pulpits. The Rev. T. Cockburn,
M.A., at Hawick, has been discoursing on this topic, and gave
vent to some new and original lies on the occasion. After
relating the good old fable about the Emperor Julian cryiDg,
“ 0 Galilean, thou hast conquered,” he said “ ‘' Christ is dead !
exclaimed Shelley and Paine, and yet, when in danger of
perishing on the deep, they both cried to Christ to help them.”
We challenge the Rev. T. Cockburn, M.A., to produce a
scintilla of evidence in support of these assertions.

The Bev. Professor J. Agar Beet, D.D., lecturing on
“ Genesis, ' told his auditors “ they had historical evidence
that the flood was true. In every nation there were traditions
of a flood, and those traditions were wonderfully alike.” But
he did not tell them that the Chaldean story of the flood was
older than the Bible one, and that they are so wonderfully
alike that it is evident the Bible story is borrowed.

The inference Dr. Beet would have his auditors draw was
that the Bible story was corroborated by history—as though
traditions of a flood were any evidence that all animals went
in by pairs into a menagerie of the dimensions of Noah's Ark.

Then Dr. Beet went on to observe that “ he did not think
the whole of the earth was covered with water.” This
although Genesis vii. 19 distinctly says, “ all the high hills
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that were under the whole heaven were covered.” Dr. Beet
well knows there is no evidence of any such universal flood
as this.

Dr. Beet proceeded to say, “ Everybody admitted there was
once one language for the world before the dispersion of the
nations.” W.ill Dr. Beet name the philologists who admit
this, or name a single one who believes that every variety
of human speech has come from a single source since the.
time of Noah? Bemains of Egypt, Assyria, China, and
Mexico, prove there were diverse languages long prior to
that time. -

Mohammed Alexander EusBell Webb is creating some stir
in the States by his efforts to convert his fellow countrymen
to the faith as it is in Islam. He cannot well be less success-
ful than Christian missionaries are in Mohammedan lands.

The sect of Jezreelites is not yet extinct despite the death
of their founder, Jezreel James White and his wife “ Queen
Esther.” Their organ, modestly called the Pioneer of Wisdom,
is sent to us, and it appears the disciples are still gathering
in the 144.000. Some appear to be in Scotland, others in
Wales, and others again in America. The Jezreelites unite
the Anglo-Israelite mania to a belief in the femininity of
deity and the creation of evil by this double-sexed nonde-

script.

The stupid and dirty practice of Bible kissing in law courts
is likely to fall into gradual disuse now that instructions have
been sent to all magistrates’ clerks, telling them the Scotch
fashion of raising the right hand is permissible. The editor
of the Market Rasen Mail says : “ We remember upon one
occasion in Market Risen we had the oath administered to us
upon a greasy old ‘ready reckoner,’ and when the mistake
was noticed we had to repeat the dose upon an equally
*ancient ' and ‘' greasy ' Testament in calf binding. The idea
is dirty in the extreme and is no use whatever. A man who
will lie would do so quite as readily with the Testament to his
lips as he will without it, and have not the slightest com-
punction about it. The sooner the dirty custom is abolished

the better.” -

The Rev. Mr. Story, a popular Scotch minister, in. view of
the threatened attack on the Presbyterian Establishment
in Scotland, laments that Britain’s destinies are gu\ded
by a rank Anglican and a blank Atheist— Mr. Gladstone and
Mr. John Morley.

Dr. March, of Rochdale, lecturing on “ Stone Implements,”
noted the changes that had been made in people’'s views
by the doctrine of evolution. “ A few weeks ago he was
talking with a clergyman who was what was called an
evolutionist. This clergyman said he did not believe there
were ever such persons as Adam and Eve, and that he did not
think any minister in the Rochdale parish believed in their
existence.” Some day people may discover that the second
Adam is just as mythical as the first.

Jules Ferry, when stricken to death with his last attack of
heart disease, said to his brother “ You will not be able to
save me this time ; | am a lost man.” Of course tho words
aave absolutely no theological significance, but ignorant
Christian apologists will doubtless tell their audiences, “ Ah
that infidel Jules Ferry cried out ‘1 am lost’ when he
was dying.” They did the same in the case of Gambetta,
though every one who knows French is aware that “ Je suis
perdu” on Gambetta's lips simply meant “ It is all over "—=a
that is, the doctors could not possibly save his life.

HOW TO HELP US.

(1) Got your nowsagont to exhibit tho Freethinker in tho
window.

(2) Get your newsagent to take a fow copies of the Freethinker
and try to soil them, guaranteeing to take tho ci pies
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among yonr
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our oontents-shcots, which
are of a convenient size fer tho purpose. Mr. Fordor
will send them on application.

(5) Leaves copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train,
the car, or the omnibus.

(8) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
publio meetings, or among the audionces around street-
corner preachers.
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS,

Sunday, March 26, Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-
road, Manchester:—at 11," Shakespeare’s * Hamlet’ : its Philo-
sophy and Lessons ” ; at 3, “ Can we Follow Christ?” ; at 6.30,
“ Did Jesus Rise from the Dead P’

Monday, March 27, Athensoum Assembly Rooms,
street, Wolverhampton  at 8, “ Is there a God?”

Queen-

April 2 and 9, Hall of Science; 16, Liverpool.

TO OORRESPONDENTS.

Mb, Chap. Watts' Engagements.— March 26, 27, 28, Glasgow,
i April 2 and 9, Birmingham; 11 and 12, Chester; 16, Hall of

Science; 17, Battersea; 23, Hall of Science; 26 and 27,
debate at Jarrow-on-Tyne; 30, Bolton. May 7, Man-
chester; 14, Birmingham; 28, Hall of Science, London.

—All
to him (with stamped envelope for reply)
Hall. The Crescent, Birmingham.

G. L. Mackenzie.—Verses and sketch may both be useful.

A. Walleb.—The enclosure was noticed a week or two ago.

F, Ryan.—Received with thanks.

Hall of Science Building Fund.—Collected at Mr. Foote's
leoture, March 19, 19s. 10d.
A. Simson.—Thanks. We shall

organisation at Brighton.

The Hull Fund—Staleybridge Branch, 7s.

Joseph Taylob.—Our compliments to your members.
Vance will send receipt for renewals.

Nil Despeeandum.— Lecture Notices must be written on
separate slips of paper, on the model of ottr printed list. We
are glad to hear that the Luton Branch is increasing its
membership, and hope Mr. Rudd will be successful in his
candidature. What is “ the row” relative to placing the
Freethinker on the Reading Room table ?

H. Santkn.—Your translation of the story, leading to the
expulsion of Baruch Spinoza from the Amsterdam Syna-
gogue is interesting, but too long for our columns.

J. M. Walkeb.—Thanks for the advertisement of the Free-
thinker. Mr. Foote will write in a day or two as to an early
visit to Tyneside.

Bbuno.— No hold at all. The girl is legally her own mistress.

L. Spubgeon.— (1) Somo house property was left to the Bolton
Branch, and retained by the residuary legatee. The same
thing occurred at Manchester In the case of the Spencer
bequest of £500. Messrs. 0. Bradlaugh and G. Payno were
the trustees nominated in Mr. Spencer’s will, and a Christian
is enjoying the money. (2) We cannot give particulars of
the Jenkins trust. Porhaps Mr. H dyoako will give them in
our columns. (3) The National Secular Hall Society’s shaies
aro of course transferable, at a very trilling expenso.

8. Standeing.—Wo0 have heard nothing further from Mel-
bourne as to the Baildon legacy. Kindly sond us your
present address.

J. P. Adams.—Receivod with thanks. The pamphlet is of no
intrinsic value, but the pencilling at the end does seem
Bentham’s. Pleased to hoar from you at any time.

8. Smith.—Thanks for tho information. Tho resolution is
wordod to beg tho whole question.

R- Williams.—The following is the passage in Lord Cole-
ridge's summing-up at Mr. Foote’s trial for Blasphemy in tho
Court of Queen’'s Boncli“ Mr. Foote is anxious to have it
impressed on your minds that he is not a licontious writer,
and that this word does not fairly apply to his publications.
You will havo tho documents beforo you, and you must
judge for yourselves. | should Bay that ho is right. Ilo may
bo blasphemous, but he certainly is not licentious, in tho
?tdinary sense of tho word ; and you do not find him pander-
ing to tho bad passions of mankind.”

H. Jones (Manchester).— Etiquette requires that tho resolution
should bo submitted to tho Exocutivo before publication.
Wo therefore hold it over. For tho rest, soe paragraph.

jBnest—Wo cannot undertake to explain or to dofond other
Person’s views and opinions ; nor do wo road tho papers you

, refer to.

Fbkkthinkee ” Sustkntation Fund:—Connio West, £5 ;

p W. Pratt, Now Zealand (second quarterly subscription), £5.
ru ? E. Pownckuy.— We wish tho Rowing and Athletic

1> “0 success.

oeder (treasurer, Hall of Science Children’'s Party)

p ~knowledges :—Mr. Hole, per J. Anderson, 5s.

‘t, ODI?>> secretary, West London Branch, writes—* Tho
"ranch was much gratified with the success of your lecture
tlammersmith on Thursday, and intend carrying on a
gorous propaganda in the district during the forthcoming
oason. The collection amounted to £i 0s. 3d., and tho sale

g Oi *ront tickets realised 13s.”
aaESFONDKIJCK should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
mt? j “ desired in the current issue. Otherwise tho reply

lands over till the following week.
isnds who send us newspapers would enhanoe the favor by
MKking the passages to which they wish to call our attention >

communications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct
at Baskerville

be glad to hear of a real

Miss

The Freethinker.

209

Papkes Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator-
Open Court—Freidonkor—Two Worlds—Der Armo Teufel
— Western Figaro — Liberator—Liborty —Clarion—Flaming
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaren—La Raison—a
Lucifer—Secular Thought—Printer’'s Ink—Natural Food—
Progressive Thinker—Spinning Wheel —Twentieth Century
— Merthyr Times— Freethinker's Magazine—North Middle-
sex Chronicle—Pioneer of Wisdom—Market Risen Mail—
Hawick Advertiser—North Eastern Daily Gazette— Jersey
Express—Post—Rochdalo Obsorver—Northern Chronicle—
Lucifer—Catholic Church Evangelist—Modern Thought—
Atherston News—Willesden Chronicle—Keighley News-
Ally Sloper's Half Holiday—Halifax Guardian—The Liver
—North Middlesex Chronicle.

Litebaey communications to be addressed to the Editor,
14 Olerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi-
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

It being contrary to PosUoffice regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

The Freethinker (including the twopenny special number for
the first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from
the office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One
Year, 7s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 9d.; Three Months, Is. 10Jd.

Scale op Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—

One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special
terms for repetitions.
OUR SPECIAL NUMBER.
Ode Special Number idea has “ caught on.” Each

issue has sold better than its predecessor, and this
has caused a slight improvement in the sale of the
ordinary numbers. Of course we are expending a
considerable sum on the Special Numbers, but we
feel justified in doing so—and even in contemplating
still further expenditure—by the success which is
attending the enterprise. Instead of giving an
occasional Cartoon, for instance, we hope to give one
every month. We also intend to make the July
special a Summer Number. It will contain twenty-
four pages, and will be profusely illustrated. The
price ot that issue will be threepence, and we shall
issue a similar number at Christmas.

Next week’s F' eethinlcer will be a Special Number.
It will contain a first-rate Cartoon by the artist who
drew “ Is Christianity Played Out?” There will also
be another illustration, besides portraits of Mr.
Edward Truelove, Dr. T. R. Allinson, and probably
Mr. Joseph Syrnes.

P.S.—As we go to press very early next week,
lecture notices must reach us on Monday.

SUGAR__ PLUMS.

Mr. Foote had a good audience at the London Ilall of
Science on Sunday evening, when he lectured on “ The
Breaking of the Bible.” After the lecture he announced that
henceforth, at all his lectures in London and the provinces,
he would have a collection taken for the Hall of Science Re-
building Fund. Whatever was realised would be invested in
shares for the National Secular Society, whose property and
power of control would be thus increased. No great amount
might be received on any one Sunday, but a box would always
be held at the door, and in course of time the total would be
something considerable.

One lesson of the late trouble at null is that the Secular
party absolutely must have its own hills. The way to realiso
this desideratum is for the party to support the National
Secular Hall Society, which may thus be enabled to extend
its operations into all parts of the country. It need hardly
be said that properties will be safer under the control of a
strong central Board. We appeal to Secularists to take up
shares promptly and generously. Mr. George Anderson offers
to give £800 if the number of shares is increased to 3,000 by
the end of August. Surely this handsome offer will stimulate



210

the zeal of others. The shares are easily payable, and the
poorer as well as the wealthier members of the party may all
contribute to the success of the scheme.

Mr. Robert Forder acted as honorary secretary to the
National Secular Hall Society for the first twelve months,
and deserves very warm thanks for his valuable services. He
is still on the Board of Directors. Miss Vance is now the
Society’s secretary, and will be happy to send application
forms for shares post free to any address. We hope she will
receive a hundred postcards during the nest week.

Mr. Foote lectures in the Secular Hall, Manchester, to-day
(March 26). His morning lecture is the one which drew such
a fine Wednesday evening audience to the London Hall of
Science—*“ Shakespeare’s ‘ Hamlet ' : its Philosophy and its
Lessons.” The afternoon and evening lectures are very
seasonable. On Monday evening Mr. Foote lectures in the
Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen-street, Wolverhampton,
on " Is there a God ?”

After his afternoon lecture at Manchester, Mr. Foote
requests the Branch members to remain for a few minutes, in
order that he may confer with them on a matter of business,

Mr. Charles Watts had two important counter attractions
against him at Bristol last Sunday. Keir Hardie, M.P., was
lecturing at the same time close to the Secular Hall, and the
Bristol Research Society had their annual excursion. Mr,
Watts, however, had good audiences, the hall in the evening
being well filled. Our colleague was, as usual, most enthu-
siastically received, and some slight opposition was offered at
the morning and evening lectures. We are glad to hear that
the Bristol Branch of the N.8.S. is rapidly increasing in
numbers.

Mr. Watts lectures three times to-day (Sunday, March 26)
in Glasgow, and to-morrow and Tuesday evenings he debates
at the same place with the Eev. Joseph Deans on “ Secularism
the True Philosophy of Existence.”

The Character Sketch in the March Review o0j Reviews is
that of Mr. Frederick Courteney Selous, the South African
traveller and naturalist. Mr. Selous is described as a
well-educated English gentleman, of many accomplishments,
with an iron constitution and a passionate love of adventure.
His mind has been nurtured on Byron, Darwin and Buckle.
He has emerged from his South African wanderings
materialist in philosophy. “ Mr. Selous,” we are told, “ sees
everywhere the working of a great scheme of law, of iron law
often horribly unjust to the individual, however beneficial it
may be to the race; and it inspires in him feelings quite
other than the reverent childlike faith of General Gordon.”

Livingstone held that the bite of a wild beast acts as
a kind of anaesthetic, but Mr. Selous dismisses this theory as
unfounded. *“ He has interviewed numbers of men who have
escaped literally from the mouth of the lion, and he finds

that they all suffered horribly both from fear and from
the physical agony of the tearing teeth and claws. He
has heard the pitiful lowing of cattle seized by lions,

and listened as the wild horrible moaning bellow of the
victim became weaker and weaker as the lion proceeded
on its meal, but never ceased until life was extinct.” Mr.
Selous, in fact, has seen that “ nature red in tooth and
claw ” does shriek against tho optimistic creed of the Theist.

| iThe Rev. E. Gough is a Congregational minister of Barrow-
ford who has studied the New Testament and old Fathers for
himself, and has come to some curious conclusions upon which
he sends a long letter to the British Weekly. Mr. Gough
holds, and challenges all Christian ministers to discuss the
matter with him, that the gospels contain an inspired allegory
or moral history, but not literal history, and that Christ was
an ideal and Jesus never lived in visible form in Palestine.
This shows a curious revival of Gnosticism in the present day.
We wonder what Mr, Gough makes of 1 John v. 3. He may
at any rate take it as proof that in the earliest days there were
those who denied that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh.

Despite the "ungodliness” of this sceptical age—or
perhaps in consequence of it—crime has greatly diminished.
Since 1867-8 criminals have decreas'd from 87,668 to
51,095, while the population has largely increased. Sir
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Edmund Du Cane also points out, in his Nineteenth Century
article, that trivial and often not really criminal offences are
included in the present convictions, such as breaches of the
Education Acts, Vaccination Acts, Vagrant Acts, Borough
Acts, etc. This is a matter which the clergy would do well
to ponder before composing fresh jeremiads.

The better the day the better the deed. On this principle
the West London Branch is going to have a social gathering
on Good Friday.» It will take place at the West Kensington-
park Radical Club, Faroe-road, Blyth-road, Hammersmith.
Tea at 5 30, entertainment at 6.30. Tickets Is. (for both)
and 6d. The secretary, F. Todd, 59 Tunis-road, W., will be
glad to hear from any musical friends willing to assist at this

function.

Mr. Foote's lecture at Hammersmith for the Londoa
Secular Federation on " The Doom of the Gods” drew a
crowded audience. There was no discussion, however,

though several persons asked questions. Mr. George Ander-
son, in moving a vote of thanks, said it was the first time he
had ever heard Mr. Foote lecture, and he was more than
pleased, he was electrified. He had known the Freethought
party and its leaders for half a century, and he thought that
Charles Bradlaugh and Mr. Foote were the two best leaders
the party had ever had. Such men ought to be better
supported. Men who were themselves freed from superstition
were mean and contemptible in refusing to support the
movement for liberating those who were still enslaved. Mr.
Anderson’s remarks were heartily applauded, and the vote of
thanks was carried with acclamation.

We have been asked to reprint the Cartoon in our last
Special Number for general distribution, at (say) a shilling
per hundred. One reader offers to take two thousand copies.
We think we shall strike off ten or twenty thousand for a
trial. Each copy will serve as an advertisement for the

Freethinker.

Members of the Nottingham Branch should all attend the
annual meeting to-day (March 26), at 3. Serious business
has to be discussed. Tea at 4.30; tickets 6i. Songs,
readings, and recitations at 7, and Mr. Hooper will address

the meeting.

The Beverley Independent reproduces without comment our
"Acid Drop” on Canon Quirk in last week'’s Freethinker.

London members of the N.S.S., and country members who
may be coming to town, are reminded that another Conver-
sazione will be held at the Hall of Science on Wednesday
evening, April 5, from 8 till 11. The President and his
colleagues of the Executive will be present to chat with tho
members. During the evening there will be some good music
and one or two readings. All members are heartily welcome
to this " At Home.”

A sound mind in a healthy body is a consummation
devoutly to be wished ; and we commend to the attention of
our readers interested in physical training the newly-formed
Rowing and Athletic Club at the Hall of Science, with which
a very promising start has been made. The "curriculum?”
includes rowing, swimming, boxing, athletic and gymnastic
exercises, musical drills, etc., in all of which branches
proficient instructors or "coaches” have volunteered their
services. Intending members should communicate with the
secretary, Mr. Fredk. Fox, at the Hall. The subscription is
very moderate—6d. per month— and the entrance fee of one
shilling will not be charged to thoso joining before April 1.
The Club meets this morning (March 26) at 11 for rowing
practice at the “ Jolly Anglers,” Lea Bridge-road.

The Manchester Branch held its annual meeting on Sunday.
Mr. Brownsworth resigned the secretaryship, and Mr. H/ Jones
was elected in his Btead. Mr. Walter Payne, who took the
treasurership daring Mr. King’s illness, retires now that Mr.
King i3 happily restored to health. The report states that
twenty new members have been enrolled during the past six
months. The balance-sheet is a healthy document.

We beg to call attention once more to the Freethinker as
an advertisement medium. It will be seen that we have
rearranged our advertisement pages, placing reading matter
at the top, so that the business announcements below may
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stand a better cbhance of being noticed. Those who have tried
the Freethinker, and given it a fair ohance, .have found it
worth their while. The proof is that they continue. Why
then do not other tradesmen follow their example ? We
venture to say that those who neglect to advertise in our
columns are missing a good opportunity.

ON MORAL GOODNESS.

Many persons imagine that, apart from the idea of the
existence of an all-wise, all-good God, morality has no
existence; consequently, they argue that if the God
idea were destroyed, man would he reduced to the
level of the lower animals ; that he would no longer
cultivate his intellectual qualities (which, after all,
enable him to understand how to act wisely and avoid
foolish conduct), but that he would abandon himself
recklessly to the gratification of tho lowest passions
and to every conceivable act of wickedness. That this
idea is an altogether erroneous one, it requires very
little examination of human character and history to
determine. Let us consider this moral question from
the point of view of the rationalist. In the first place,
let us inquire into the origin of moral goodness as
manifested in human conduct, and briefly trace its
development in the history of the world.

To answer the question as to how man first came to
understand how to act morally, we have to go back in
imagination to a time when there was not a solitary
house existing upon the earth ; no machinery, no rail-
roads, no carriage roads, nay, not even foot paths ;
indeed we have to go back (in imagination) to the
time when the world was a howling wilderness for
naked savages and wild beasts. Further, we have not
only to eliminate from our imagination all those things
that make up what we call civilisation, but we have
to conceive of a creature called man, who was destitute
of everything save the rudest ideas—without weapons,
Without tools, with no shelter from the inclemency of
the weather but a mud hut, or a hole in tho earth.
We have to consider man in this savage and
uncultivated condition, and see how ho first came to be
a moral being.

Now it is perfectly safe to say that man, in this
savage gtate, was neither moral nor immoral. He does
not yet understand the result of his actions; he does
not yet know that any one course of conduct is likely
to promote happiness more than another. To him the
words right and wrong have as yet no meaning ; and
obviously wo must not apply our present standard of
thought and action when we are considering our
primitive ancestors. These savage creatures did not
know anything about the laws of nature ; they merely
acted as their appetites and passions prompted them.
The multifarious phenomena of nature frightened and
bewildered them. They saw the stars in tho heavens
and wondered ; they beheld the sun in all his glory
and fell on their knees in fear and adoration ; they
felt the winds, but understood not tho cause of them ;
indeed, nature to them was a perfect enigma.

Man in this uncivilised condition, then, could neither
be said to be moral nor immoral ; lie was simply un-
moral. Moreover, the more isolated the life of the
savage, tho less the element of morality could bo said
fe enter into his conduct. For if a being lives by him-
®elf like a hermit, -he can neither be moral nor
Amoral ; ho can neither contribute to tho happiness
n°r to tho misery of his fellows. What, then, are tho
powers that moved this savage creature and converted
bim into a moral being. First, his fear of natural
forces. As Mr. Savage finely puts it : “ The first thing
00 [the uncivilised man] recognises is this external
Avorld.  And he learns gradually that here are forces
‘Ind powers that ho must guard against. Here are heat
~>id cold and tempest.  Hero is tho danger of starving
omess lie supplies himself with food. Here are wild
beasts and wilder men. Hero are all these forces of
tho external world—tho winds and the storms that beat
bpon him, the cold that freezes him, tho earthquake
bat makes the world tremble beneath his feet. These
shape him and mould him into certain courses of
oonduct, driving him along the pathway that begins to
Point towards the modern world. How do they do it ?
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Simply by making him feel that he must do certain
things, or else suffer or die. And besides the power of
this external world, there is another that takes him
into its hands ; and that is the political power. Some-
one in his tribe gains prominence, and becomes chief,
a despot, ruling with an iron hand, controlling the
destinies of the tribe. This political force takes him
and shapes him ; compels him, perhaps, to respect some
of the rights of his fellow tribesmen, prevents him
from Killing his fellows, and directs his murderous
feeling only towards his enemies. This political force
touches him at every point and shapes all the habits of
his life. And then, in the third place, there comes the
power of society, the estimation in which he is held by
his fellows—the same power'/which is the mightiest of all
controlling forces upon us to-day. This we shall find
in the lowest condition of barbarism quite as imperious,
and even more so, perhaps, than it is now. The young
brave must do something to win an honorable position
in his tribe. He must accomplish some feat of daring
before any of the maidens of his tribe will look upon
him as manly and honorable enough to claim and win
her affections. And so, one after another, these social
forces seize upon him and shape the courses of his
conduct. And then mightier than all the rest are the
religious forces that deal with him. They control his
thinking, the schemes of his brain, and the emotions
of his heart” {The Morals of Evolution, p. 45).

By “ religious forces ” Mr. Savage evidently means
the superstitious fears and fancies of our primitive
ancestors. For he goes on to say that uncivilised man
has “ no idea of one God ; he has thoughts of many.
All the powers about him he thinks of as separate beings.
He is afraid of the spirits of his dead ancestors.
He is afraid of the power of the scorching sun ; he is
afraid of the sweep of the hurricane; he is afraid of
the current of the stream that makes it dangerous for
him to cross, or that drags under the comrade swimming
on its surface ; he is afraid of ten thousand forms and
forces. The universe is just alive with these imaginary
beings that either love or hate him, which he seeks to
propitiate or make friends of. Now this religious power
comes in and restricts his conduct, compelling him
into certain activities and driving him away from
certain other courses of action {lbid,., p. 46). Still, all
these combined forces—fear of natural phenomena—
social, political, superstitious, or theological fears and
fancies, do not result in making man a moral being.
They are only steps on the road ; they are important
iactors undoubtedly ; they lead ultimately to the
recognition that these natural forces are not mere hap-
hazard occurrences, but occur according to definite laws
inherent in these forces, and which are eternal, inexor-
able. And when man understands this fact he knows
for the first time that these powers, for all practical
purposes, are the conditions of life to him ; that he
cannot defy them without suffering the consequences ;
that all attempts to ignore them are futile, and must
ultimately end in his death.”

Thus, in time, he learns self-control. Further, ho
learns that what is true of the external world is true
also of himself; that his mind is governed by fixed
principles ; that he cannot think as he likes ; that his
thoughts are governed by inexorable laws ; and that
his actions carry with them consequence—results
which affect him just as much as they do his fellows.
And thus he gradually comes to grasp, in a crude and
imperfect way, the first principles of morality.

Arthur B. Moss.

A curious ecclesiastical dispute is proceeding iu the little
parish of St. Valery-on-Oaux, in Normandy. The Freethinkers
of the neighborhood object to entering the church even to
attend funerals or marriages, and complain that during the
religious portion of such ceremonies they are obliged to wait
in the various wineshops at hand. So they request the Church
to build a “ neutral shelter” adjoining the sacred building,
where they can wait without violating their opinions. The
clerical authorities refuse, and the Freethinkers propose to
take legal proceedings. It must be remembered that the
Church in tho Republic is a directly-paid department of the
State,
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.
President, G. W. FOOIE.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on reason
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance of
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears; it
regards happiness as man’'s proper aim, and utility as his
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and therefore
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of
thought, action and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason
as superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and assails
it as the historic enemy of progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education ; to disestablish religion; to rationalise
morality ; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of

the people.
MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the following
declaration :—

“ | desire to join the National Secular Society, and | pledge
myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in promoting
its objects.”

Occupation

ACTIVE OF PaSSIVE. ..ottt

Bated this......cccccceeviiennnenne day of.ccoeeiiiiiin 18

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription; and, on admission of the member, a
certificate will be issued by the Executive.

The minimum subscription for individual members is one
shilling per year; all beyond that amount is optional, every
member being left to fix his subscription according to his
means and interest in the cause.

Members are classed as active or passive. Passive members
are those who cannot allow their names to be published.
Active members are those who do not object to the publica-
tion of their names, and are ready to co-operate openly in
the Society’'s work.

65T Fill up the aboveform and forward it, with sub-
scription (as much, or as little, as you think just to
yourself and the cause), to Mr. Robert Forder, sec., 28
Stonecutter Street, London, E.G.; or to a local Branch
Secretary.

INGERSOLL AND THE MINISTERS.

“ 1 saw 'Pagan Bob ' Ingersoll entertain a crowd of Methodist
preachers once, and it was, perhaps, the most appreciative
audience the great Agnostic ever had,” said Major Charles
Edwards at the Southern, to a reporter. “ | was en route
from St. Louis to Indianapolis. Travel was light, and | had
the chair car all to myself when we reached Vandalia.
Ingersoll, who had been lecturing at some point on the
Central, got on there. He was pining for society and we
became well acquainted in about two minutes. He was
fairly overflowing with animal spirits, and the stories he told
that night would make the fortune of a dozen humorists. A
few stations beyond Vandalia we picked up a contingent of
Methodist preachers who had been attending some kind of a
gathering of the faithful. Ingersoll winked at me and
proceeded to make himself agreeable to the old brethren.
He was a veritable magnet, and soon the entire party was
hanging about him enjoying his flow of wit. Men who
looked as though they had not cracked a smile for twenty
years, laughed till they cried.

“ At Marshall the party left us with many expressions of
regret. They all told us who they were, where they had been,
etc., but Colonel Ingersoll was not equally confidential.
Finally, one good old brother, whose laughter had cracked
the paint of the coach, asked his name. Ingersoll handed
him his card, He look at it and let it drop as though it had
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His jaw fell, and he looked as though he
had seen a ghost. * All oil for Marshall 1’ yelled the porter,
and they hustled out. They congregated on the platform,
the old man who had dropped the card, whispered hoarsely,
‘ Brethren, we’ve been talkin’ to that awful Atheist, Bob
Ingersoll! ‘Lord have mercy upon usl’ ejaculated a
pious brother, as his chin dropped down behind his paper
collar. The young member of the party appeared to rather
enjoy the confusion of the elder, and as the train pulled out |
heard one of them say: ‘Well, men and brethren, they
do say that the devil is not as black as he is painted. Pagan
Bob is a daisy.” | thought Ingersoll would explode with
laughter after his visitors had departed.”— St. Louis Globe-
Democrat.

burned his fingeis.

BOOK CHAT.

A Quaker, one Edwin Rickman, in his anonymous Diary of
a Solitaire, 1835. after citing Hannah More on infidels, says :
'mYes, | fully join this devoted Christian writer in the belief
that the pangs which the soul of the infidel Voltaire is now
suffering for its earthly sins against God and his revealed
truth, are co-existent with every instance in which his
poison becomes infused, for the first time, into the breast of a
new reader ; and that another and another throb of agony
torments his spirit, as one by one the earthly posterity of his
readers sits down to his poisonous work.” Further on this
pious Christian speaks of “ his satanic brother Paine.”

- * *

The fifth and last volume of the English translation of
Graetz History of the Jews, is adorned with a photographic
portrait of the author. The work is a terrible indictment of
Christian persecution. The German edition is in eleven

volumes.
* * *

Prof. Arnold Dodel-Port’'s Moses oder Darwin ? has been
translated, and is published by the Commonwealth Co., New
York. We trust it will have the same success in America
that it has had on the Continent.

* m *

Mr. R. Le Gallienne, the juvenile poet and critic, who
came to the rescue of Essential Christianity against the
assaults of Mr. Robert Buchanan, is about to publish his
opinions in book form under the title of The Religion of a
Literary Man. It is announced that he will treat his subject
from “ a reverential but entirely untheological standpoint.”

M. Maspero is preparing for the Chicago Congress on
Folklore a paper on the subject of Ancient Egyptian Super-
stitions which have descended to modern times. We wonder
if he will include the TriQity.

General M. M. Trumbull, editor of Open Court, who has
done much to promote free trade in America, sends us a well-
written pamphlet entitled Earl Grey on Reciprocity and Civil
Service Reform.

The Christian has always the dread before him that God,
in a fierce displeasure or infinite rmrey and loving kindness,
may see fit to thwart all his schemes, destroy his property,
bereave him of family, and wreck his earthly happiness;
but he tries to enjoy the consolation that it will bo for his
spiritual and everlasting welfare. The Secularist, on the
other hand, is free from this element of uncertainty in his
calculations. If his plana are well laid, his efforts com-
mensurate, his knowledge sufficient, and his work in accord
with nature’s conditions, he will succeed, and he need not
fear that a loving but meddlesome father will interfere,
snatch away the fruits of his toil, and give thorn to some lazy
scoundrel who has done nothing to deserve them. If he does
fail, it is owiDg to the limitations of human knowledge ; and
its lesson is not submission to God and the study of apology
for conduct on his part, which, if indulged in by a fellow-
man, would bo considered mean and cruel, but the misfortune
stimulates to a study of its causes and to future efforts to
remove the obstacles to human progress, which are solely
those that man’s conquest of natural forces will overcome.—m
Robert C. Adams in Pioneer Pith.

N.8.S. SUBSCRIPTIONS.

General Fend.— M. Walton, Is. 6d. ; W. Marsh, 6d. ; E.
Seed, Is. ; W. Jackson, Is.; P. W. Baldwin, Is.
Special A »veetisinc» Fund—W. H., 10a.
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LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Monday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.’]
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 3
members’ quarterly meeting; 5.30, tea and soiree (6d) Tuesday
at 8, dancing (free). Good Friday at 8, social gathering.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 7b Libra-road, Roman-road:
H. Snell will lecture.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 7.30, 0. Cohen, “ Evo-
lution v. Special Creation.” Friday at 7.30, free science classes
(hygiene and astronomy).

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore.street:
pock, F.C.S., “ Animals and Plants ” (illustrated).

Hall ol Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, Touzeau Parris,
" The Scope and Limit of Individualism” (free); 6.30, musical
selections; 7, Touzeau Parris, “ Blood Sacrifices” (3d., 6d., and
Is) Wednesday at 8.15, J. Bowney, “ Holy Moses and Com-
pany ” (free).

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday
at 8, Stanley Jones, “ Noah and Lot: Flood and Fire ” (free'.

West London—West Kensington Park Kadical Club, Faroe-
road, Hammersmith: Good Friday at 6 30, tea; 6.30, entertain-
ment and dance; tickets Is.; entertainment only 6d.

Westminster and Lambeth Branches N.S.S.,
Ormonde,” Prince’s-street: 8, conversazione.

Open-air Peopaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, F. Haslam, “ The Devil Tempting
God Almighty.”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch):
Resurrection.”

7.30,

7, J. B. Cop-

“ Duke of

11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ The
COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 5, upstairs):
6.30, W. N. Allan, “ Geology and the Bible.”

Bath —Corridor Rooms: 8, meeting of members and friends.

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street;
Stanley Jones, 11, “ The Cooling of Hell”; 7, “ Genesis and
Science.”

Bolton—Spinners’ Hall,
“ What does the Bible Teach?”;
6.30, “ Why Christianity is Played Out";
evening lectures preceded by recitals.

Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, mem-
bers’ annual meeting

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen’'s-road, New Brompton: 11,
W. B. Thompson, « Life Without God”; 2.45, Sunday-school for
children; 7, Rev. Stewart Headlam, “ Some Popular Fallacies
regarding the Teaching of the Church.”

Derby—Mr. Moore’s Restaurant, Station-street; Monday at 6.45,
quarterly meeting, tea, and social gathering.

Glasgow — Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: Charles
Watts, 11.30, “ The Church and the Labor Question” ; 2.30, “Is
Christianity Plaved Out?” ; 6.30, “ Happiness in Hell, Misery in
Heaven.” Monday and Tuesday at 8, debate between Charles
Watts and Rev. Joseph Deans (New Jerusalem Church ; Monday,
“ That Secularism as a Philosophy of Life is fitted to meet the
highest needs of Mankind” ; Tuesday, “ That Secularism as a
Philosophy of Life is not fitted to meet the highest heeds of Man-
kind.”

Hanley—Secular Hall, Jolin-street: 7.30, quarterly meeting.

Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 7, music, etc.

Ipswich — Co-operative Hall (small room), Cox-lane: Mrs.
Thornton Smith. 11, “ Evolution of Conscience”; 7, “ Responsi-
bility: from a Freethought, Standpoint.”

Jarrow—Co-operative Hall (small room), Market-square: 7,
business meeting; 7.30, Mr. Selkirk, “ The Christian God an
impossibility.”

Liverpool —Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 1130, Tontine
Society; 3, philosophy class; 7, Mr. Small, B.Sc., “ Shakespeare’s
<Macbeth.’ ”

Luton—Rudd's Coffee Tavern, Cheapside: 7, F. Dockrill, “ The
Church Creed” (free).

Manchester N.S.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road,
All Saints: G. W. Foote, 11, “ Shakespeare's ‘Hamlet' : its
Philosophy and Lessons” ; 3, “ Can we Follow Christ?”; 6.30,
“ Did Jesus Rise from the Dead P

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayt,on-street: 3, members’
~onthly meeting; 7, debate between Messrs. Robertson and
Dearson on “ State Socialism v. Anarchist Communism.”

, Nottingham—Secular Hall, Beck-street; 3, annual meeting;
4-30, tea.

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.

Heading—Foresters’ Hall, West-street: 7, W. Butler, a reading.

Sheffield —Hall of Science, Rookingnam-street: 7, Professor
ue Gaunt, “ Ancient and Modern Magic” (practical illustrations.)

South Shields—Capt,. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street:
»business meeting; 7.30, entertainment.

, "underland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, Mr. Stansel,

A Few Facts relating to the Antiquity of Man.”

3 "Jolverhampton— Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen.street:
j; HUnky Jones, “ An Impeachment of Christianity”; 7, A
O 5r r* “Why | am a Vegetarian” (free). Monday at 8§,
_= W. Foote, ‘ Isthere a God” (3d., 6d., and Is.)

LattUTUKEKS' ENWAUEMEMTD.
r ouzeau Parkis, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith,
1* n°U W.—March 26, Hall of Science. April 2, Camberwell;
w* Bristol i 80. Hall of Science. May 7, Camberwell.

St. George's-road: A. B. Moss, 11,
3, “ The Last of the Gods”;
the afternoon and

Anrii *NALl» 8 Monk-street, Woolwich.—March 26, Libra Hal'.
Datt 2’ ilitncblster; 9, m., Finsbury; e., Battersea; is, m,
t ttersea; e., Camberwell; 23, Birmingham ; 30, m., Westmin-
Wiio a” Victoria Park. May 7, m., Clerkenwell Green; a., Wool-

US 14» in., Camberwell; 28, m., Hyde Park; a,,Regent’s park.
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Arthur B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.
—April 2, New Brompton; 16, Hyde Park; 23, Hammersmith;
30, Wood Green. May 7, m.,, Camberwell; 14, e., Camberwell;
21, m,, Westminster; a., Finsbury; 28, m., Wood Green; e,
Hammersmith.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—March
26, Camberwell.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley-road, 8t. Peter's Park, London, W.—
March 26, m, Hyde Park. April 2, m., Bethnal Green; a,
Victoria Park; 9, m., Islington; 16, m., Mile End; a., Finsbury
Park ; 23, m., Battersea; 30, m., Hyde Park; a., Finsbury Park ;
e.,, Hammersmith. May 7, m., Bethnal Green; a., Victoria
Park; e., Walthamstow; 14 to 21, annual tour; 28 m., Islington
e., Kilburn.

8. H. Aiuison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W.—April 9, m.;
Wood Green; 16, Manchester. May 7, m., Wood Green; e,
Lambeth; 14, m., Battersea; a, Islington; 21, m., Camberwell;
28, m., Midland Arches; e., Lambeth.

Stanlet Jones, 53 Marlborough-r >ad, Holloway, London, N.—
March 28, Birmingham ; 30, Hammersmith. April 2, Reading ;
12, Hall of Science; 24 and 25, 8underland; 29, Arbroath;
30, Aberdeen. May 7, Edinburgh.

8 Norland-road North, Notting Hill, W.—April 2,
16, m., Finsbury Park ; 23, m., Victoria Park.
e., Hammer-

St. John,
e, Hammersmith ;
May 14, m, Hyde Park;- 21, m., Victoria Park;
smith; 28, m., Bethnal Green.

BI?m Standrino, 2 Morton-street, O-on-M, Manchester.—April 16
Hull.

Every Freethinker should Buy
THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY'S

ALMANACK for 1893

Edited by G. W. Foote & J. M. Wheelke.
The Best yet Issued.
Order Immediately of your Newsagent.

Price 6d. Price Gd

Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-Btroot/.E.C.

FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu,
or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface and
Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Papercovers,
6d. Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, Is. fid.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. Hundreds of exact Refer-
ences to Standard Authorities. No pains spared to make it a com-
plete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.
Chapters;—1, Christ to Constantine ; 2, Constantine to Hypatia ;
3, Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 6, Pious Frauds ; G Rise of the
Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews ; 9, The
Crusades. Cloth gilt, 21Spp., 2s. 6d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

The Church of England Catechism Examined. By Jcrcmv
Bentham. A trenchant analysis, in Bentham's best manner, showing
liow the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools,
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface by J. I\/Y Wheeler. Is.

Free Will and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry concern-
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1715.
Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote, and a
Biographical Introduction by J. M. Wheeler.  Paper covers, Is. ;
superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

The Essence of Religion. God the Imago of Man, Man's

Dependence upon Nature, the Last and Only Source of Religion. By
Ludwig Feuerbach. Is. ,
The Mortality of the Soul. By David llumo. With an

Introduction by G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after
Hume's death. It is not included in the ordinary editions of the
Essays. Professor Huxley calls it “ A remarkable essay ” and “ a
model of clear and vigorous statement.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Froo Will and
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Hume. 4d.

A Refutation of Deism. In a Dialoguo. By Percy Bysshe
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 4d.

Life, Death, and Immortality. Two Essays, an Extract,
and aSonnet. By Percy Bysshe Shelley. 2<. ~

Darwin made Easy. By Dr. E. B. Avoling, Fellow of the
London University. This is the best popular exposition of Darwin-
ism extant. Cloth, Is.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charlos Robert Newman (Athoist
brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by Georgo
Jacob Holyoake and a Biographical Skotch by J. U. Wheeler. Is. fid.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete, paper covers, Is. 4d.
Superior edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth, 2s. Also in
parts as follows—

1 BIBLE CONTKADICTIONS. The contradictions are printed in

arallel columns. 4d. X .

2. BIBLF, ABSURDITIES. All the chief Absurdities from Goikkis
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appro-
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a sen-

3. BIBE?EceATﬁ%CITIES. Containing all the godly wiekeblaess from
Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for

obscenities,

4. bibu”™l mmoralities, indecencies,
4d.

Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.
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A TEAKFUL PRIVILEGE.

In this best of all possible worlds the “ solace of tears ” is
not strictly a human prerogative. Antelopes, llamas, and
reindeers, in distress, as well as in a state of sexual dis-
appointment, weep like Methodist revival preachers, and the
East Indian Rhesus monkey, if provoked to rage, will flush
crimson and use the back of his hand to rub the tears out of
his eyes. Laughter, on the other hand, is a more specific
human function. Animals left at the tender mercy of their
Christian fellow creatures have “ nothing to laugh,” and the
grin of our Darwinian cousins is intended rather as a menace,
analogous to the snarl of a dog showing his teeth.—

Dr. Oswald.

PROFITS OF 8UPERSTITION.
About a year after the election of Pope Alexander VI,
Prince Pico de Mirandola held an audience at the Vatican,
and was so amazed at the Rationalistic remarks of the

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM . BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND

PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
100 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price lIs., post free.

*** |n order to bring the information within the reachof the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
at oNE PENNY, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Holmes’
pamphlet . .. is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the
owest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both the Book and the Pamphlet may be had of R. Fokder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, London, or of the Author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.
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Holy Father that he ventured a bold question : “ In that case,
why does not your holiness reduce the creed of the church to
a pure Theism ?”  The vicar of Christ tapped him on
shoulder and conducted him to a room where a lot of
Peter's pence boodle lay stacked up like wheat in a granary.
“ Look at that, my young friend,” said the frank pontiff;
“ do you think it would be wise to discourage so useful
a superstition ?” The cogency of that argument still holds
good. The *“ Grand Metropolitan ” of the Greek church
receives a yearly salary of 65,000 roubles. The Archbishop
of Toledo practioally controls the revenues of 900 squaie
miles, and some of his brother prelates in Andalusia and
Aragon boast incomes that contrast strangely with the
pittance salaries of sSpanish pedagogs. In Portugal, too,
the clergy has to be surfeited, no matter who starves, and the
emoluments of the Anglican Primate equal those of a

German grand-duke.—Dr. Felix L. Oswald in “ Truth-
seeker.”
WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely
rewritten.— (1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve
and the Apple, 1d.; (3) Cain and Abel, Id.; (4)
Noah's Flood, 2d.; (5) The Tower of Babel, la.;
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten.Plagues, Id.; (8)
The Wandering Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’'s Ass, Id.;
(10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) Jonah and the Whale,
1d.; (12) Bible Ammals Id.; (13) A Virgin Mother,
2d.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Cruci-
fixion, 1d.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.
Bible Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrapper 10

ill Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Master Joseph, (6) Joseph’s
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses Il., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jephthah
and Co., (12) Professor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Series, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0
(13) Prophet Samuel, (14) King Saul, (15) Saint
David 1., (16) Saint David Il., (17) Sultan Solomon,

(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy Elijah, (20) Bald Elisha,
(21) General Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho
Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, llosea), (24)
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each smyly
The Complete Work, bound in cloth . 2 6

LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

W. H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.

And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex4 or, Woman on Striko against the Male
Sex for her « Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published;
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annio Besant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young; or, Science in Story.
By Dr. Foote. zSopp., with one hundred illustrations, bound
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free
2s 3d.

The most completo work

The Elements of Social Science.
Should be read by every

on sexual matters ever published.
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science ; or Borning Better
Babes tliroiuh Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con.

ception. By Dr. Foote. Postfree Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Lecturo delivered for tho Sunday Lecture
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population : its Mean-
ing and Menace.” 'By John M. Robertson. Post free 2jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.s.a.) em-
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., with 200 illustrations.
Contents: Tho Cause, Prevention and CuUre of Disease—The Food we

Eat— The Liquids we Drink—The Atmosphere wo Live in—The Clothes we
Wear—bad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and
of womanhood— Sexual Starvatlon—How to havo Healthy Babies— Private

Words to Men—History of Marriage, et
The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain

language, easily understood, and with the object of making
its readers better parents and better citizens through the
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others.
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every-
day reference. Post free 6s.

Foote’'s Handbook of Health, comprising information of

Dr.
128pp.,

' the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life.

post free Is, Id.

The Malthusian Handbook.
People to Limit their Family within their means.
useful book ever written on the Malthusian question.

) ) L _ro.
Dcsignod to induce Mamed
The most
Post

By Annio Besant. Post free 8d.
The only solution of
Post free

The Law of Population.
Early Marriage and Late Parentage.
tne {Social Problem, By Oxoniensi*-

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday,

January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc.
Post free 2d.

The Political Status of Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d.

The Life and Writings of T- R. Malthus, by O. It. Drys-
dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Maltlius. Should lie
read by every student of social problems Post free Is. Id.

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. H. Post froo 2d.
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

eMarried Life—Comfort or Misory ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mel-
thusians. Post free 2d.

<Wedded Life—As itis, and as it should be. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

eEarly Marriages and Limited Families.
Vickery. Post free 2d.

-What do we Women Want?
Post free 2d.

«The Malthusian Movement—What is it?
ring. Post free 2d.

«Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question.
free 2d.

The Right to Die.

By Dr. Alico
By Jano Hume Clapporton.
By Goo. Stand-

Post

By T. O. Bonsor, M.A. Post free 2d.

Labor’'s Prayer. By O. Bradlaugb, M.P. Post froo 1)d.

Tho Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post froe, 2d.

Col. Ingersoll’'s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone's
Defence of tho Cnristian Religion. Should be read by every
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty.
monthly organ of the Malthusian JLeague Post free ljd.

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will bo sent, on receipt of
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute

them.
A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
To those williyjj to assist our ‘propaganda | shall be
pleased to send eighty copies of either of the pamphlets market
(*), or assorted,postfree on receipt of 2s.

Tho
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PROFANE JOKES.

Sambo: “ What inhabitants of the
ark took with them the least luggage ?”

Jumbo : “ The elephant, who only took
his trunk,” Sambo: “ You're wrong,
Jumbo. They were the fox and cock.”
Jumbo : “ How was that?” Sambo :

“ They only took abrush and comb

between them. Yah T’

An Irish carman was driving an Eng-
lishman through co. Wicklow, in Ireland,
and, wishing his fare to admire the
beautiful scenery, he began to point out
the places as they drove along. *“ That,
yer honor, is the Devil’'s Glen, and that
is the Devil's Leap.” *“ Oh,” said the
Englishman, “ that gentleman seems to
have a good deal of property over here.”
“ Yis, yer honor, he has; but he's an
absentee, and lives in London.”

1893. SP.QR.

EXTRAORDINARY OFFERS.
EXTRAORDINARY VALUE.
EXTRAORDINARY DEMAND.

For TWO WEEKS ONLY, the remainder of
120 doz. Boys' Blue Serge SAILOR SUITS,
complete with Lanyard and Whistle, 3s. 9d.,
carriage paid. Sleeve measurement and length
of knickers only required.

Also residue of a Manufacturer's Stock of 75
doz. Gents’ Fancy TWEED TROUSERS. New
Designs and Choice Patterns, os. 11d. per pair,
carriage paid. Worth double, without exaggera-
tion. Send leg and waist measurements, and
state color, etc.

Remember, my system is, UTMOST SATIS-
FACTION given or MONEY RETURNED
without deduction.

N.B.—These offers will NOT be repeated after
next issue of this paper. Therefore send at
ONCE to

SAMUEL FERGUSON,

162 Clapham Road, Lowestoft.

EVERY FREETHINKER’S HOME

SHOULD CONTAIN TIIE FAMOUS

PAINE MOTTO

“ The World is my Country,” etc.
Handsomely printed in gold on illuminated card,
20 by 13in , with ribbon loop.

Price Gd. (by Parcel Post, Od.)

Well framed in oak, gilt, or black and
gold, 2s. 9d.

(Carriage to be paid by purchaser.)
OEoaan Btandking, 7 & 9 Finsbury St., E.C.

Notk.—The OAhdh aro alm>»upplied by Mr. Fordorj
“Ud card» or frurned copies can bo obtained at the
Hall of Science book stall.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

“douu) be in the hands of every Married
Coup]e in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
"be number of their family according to
Ibeir means, as it contains full particulars
?* all I'reventive Requisites recommended
“Y Dr. li. a. ALbuiiTT and others, and
Valuable information on matters of import.
5£°¢ necessary to be known by Married
"omen.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt
latamp, to any partof the United Kingdom,
°d to foreign parts on receipt of letter

Postage.
4cWms_ E LAMBERT &SON, M.M.L.,
pft,, (NOMKSTIC & HYGIENIC DEFT.)

RUBBER STAMPS.

Your Monogram to mark Linen or
Paper; two letters Is.; throe
letter*, 1b. Gd ; any Name, 1« 6<L
Box, Pad and Ink Included. All
xinds of Stamp*. Fatterns freo.
Carriage 2d. extra. F.N- IUETON
and CO., 02 Gracccliurch Street,
Loudon. Agonts wanted.
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“ Do you pray for your husband, Mrs.

Holdfast ?” asked the Eev. Ebenezer
Growler. “ Not now I've got him,” was
the reply.

Badly Tangled.—" Chi-chi-chi-chil-

dren,” began the timid young man, who
had just been appointed superintendent
of the Sabbath-school; “ of course, you
are all familiar with the story of the
swallow that whaled Jonah—er— er—|1
mean the swale that wallowed Jonah—
er-~-er—that is the whale that Jonahed
— um—um—the Jollow that wonahed
the swale— 1 mean—er— the Jail that
swallowed wonah— er— er—gug—agug ”
— (chokes). “ Ipresume, Brother Sims,”
said the collection taker, kindly, “ you
mean the Jonah that swallowed the—er
— er—that is ” - “Ye - yes, sir,”
responded the timid young man, “ that is
what | mean.”

Mr. Stanley Jones

LECTUBES AT
BASKERVILLE HALL, Birmingham,
Sunday, March 26, at 11.15 am. and 7p.m.

SEEDS. SEEDS. SEEDS.

Vegetable and Flower Seeds saved from choice
selected stocks. Everyone with a garden and every
market gardener should send for a Catalogue before
purchasing elsewhere. Special low quotations to
large buyers B. L. COLEMAN, Seed Merchant and
Grower, Sandwich, Kent.

W . J. Rendell’s
“WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in *Law of Popula-
tion,” page 32, and Dr. Allbutt in 4 Wife's Hand,
book,” page 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Chad-
well-street, Clerkenwell: 2s. doz.. post freo (reduction
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped
envelope. Higginson's Syringe, with Vertical and
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d. Dr
Palfrey's Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

Dr. Alibutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices
post free.

VV. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the" Angel.”

FREETHOUGHT ON RELIGION AND
THE BIBLE.
Books illustrative of the above will be lent free
of charge on application to Miss O. M. Rawlins,
3 Sandon-terrace, Liverpool.

FRESH SUPPLY.

“ FREETHINKER" TRACTS

6dper hundred. Postfree 7d.
One Thousand Carriage Free.

. Salvation by Faith (Ingemoll)

. Death of Adam (Nelson)

. Bible Blunders (Foote)

. Bible and Teetotalism (Wheeler)
Bible Harmony (Holy Ghost)
Which is the Safe Side ? (Footo)

. Voltaire’s Death-Bed

The Parson’s Creed (verse)

. Prophecy Tested (Hall)

. Chbristiauity &the Family (Ingorsoll
. Thomas Paine’s Death-Bed

. Shellcv’s Religion

. J. S. Mill on Christianity

. A Golden Opportunity (facetious)
Darwin’s Religious Views

Atheists and Atheism

. Good Friday at Jerusalem

Parsons on “ Smut” (Footo)

Mrs. Eve (Footo)

New Testament Forgeries (Wheolor)

=
OCOOMNOOOAWN R

QTANTON. the People s Dentist, 835 Strand (qppo-
~  nito Somerset House).— TEET/lon VULCANITE,
2b. 6d. euch, upper or Jowcr sot, £1. Best quality, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £i2, completed in four horns
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay moro than the above they ure fancy
charges. Teoth on platinum 7s. 6d. each, on 18c.
gold 15», stoouing 2s, Gd., extraction Is., painless by
gas, fia

FIUfiKTHINKERS, Ladle* and Gentlemen
requiring Superior Out Garments at moderat«
nricoi. Flr«t.clan« Style, and Fit Guaranteed.—
I1. lUuraoN, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great C.stle Street, W.
Three door» from llegent Street IPatronised by
loading Frogthinkers.J

rpo
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THE EFFECT OF RELIGION.
De bigger dat you see de smoke
De less de fire will be,
And de leastest kind o' possum
Climbs de biggest kind o’ tree.

De darky at de old campground,
Who Kkin loudest sing and shout,

Is agwine to rob some henroost
Afore de week is out.

A SECRET OUT.
The elder was sad and the preacher was
dumb,
That scandal was ripe it was clear ;
For instead of a dime the deacon had
dropped
In a check, reading “ Good for one
beer.”

What did Moses say when he smote
the Red Sea?—*“ Dry up.”

ENLIGHTENED MEN

All purchase their CLOTHING DIRECT FROM
THE MANUFACTURERS. Write for our New
Price List, and state whatyou require. We will then
send you Patterns and Easy ¢ielf-measurement Form.
Fit Guaranteed, as all Garments are cut by a New
System, based on the Science of Anatomy.

5s. 6d. BOYS' SAILOR SUITS, in
3lue. Brown, Grey and Drab. New Designs. Sold
retail at 8s. lid. (Give age of Boy, and Waist
Measure.)

8s. 6d. MEN'S TROUSERS, all colors,
worth 12s. 6d. (Give Waist and Leg Measure, and
Color preferred.)

17s. 6d. MEN'S BLACK SERGE or
VICUNA JACKET and VEST. Single or double
breasted. .(Give Breast Measure over the Vest)

ALL PARCELS CARRIAGE PAID.
Money Returned if not approved.

L. COLEMAN & CO.,
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.

Colonel Ingersoll’s
WORKS.
Some Mistakes of Hosts. 132pp. ... 1 O
Superior edition, cloth ... 1 6
The only completo edition in_England.
Accurate us Goienso, and fascinating as
a novel.

Defence of Freethouglit  .............. 6
A fire hours' speech at the Trial of C. B.
Reynolds for Blasphemy

Rep\;\;; rt1o (IBBI_adstohneb R 4

ith a Biogr: . if. Whseler.

Rome or Rea%(?r?%l y 4
A ISeply to Cardinal Manning.

rimes againsf Criminals ~ ........... 0

Oration on Avalt Whitman............. (0]

Oration on Voltaire .....cccceeeeveeenns (0]

Humanity’s Debt, to Thomas Paine... 0

Ernest Renan and Jesus Christ ... 0

True Religion............ .. 0

The Three Philanthropists 0

Love the Redeemer  ....cccvvvevieenens 0

Why | am an Agnostic.. Part I. 0

Why | am an Agnostic Part I1. 0

God and the Stale 0

Paine the Pioneer  ....ccccevveieennen. s}

Faith and Fact

Qod and Man .

The Dying Greed ..o, 0

The Limit* of Toleration  ............. 0
A Discussion with the lion. F. D. Condert
and Gov. H L. Woodford.

Art and Morality 0

Do I Blaspheme? ... s}

The Clergy and Common Sense .. 0

Social Salvation.......c..cccoeveien. .. o0

Marriage and Divorce......oocoveeninennee. 0

The Great Mistake  .....ccccceveevnennee. 0

Creeds and Spirituality .. 0

Live TOPICS v ool

Myth and Miracle ot

Real Blasphemy ... 0

Repairing the Idols ............. 0

Christ and Miracles 0

The Household of Faith ... 0

R. Fokder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.
THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For further particulars send stamped directed
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street.
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.
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SEND FOR
OUR NEW SPRING PATTERNS TO-DAY.

REDUCTION IN

BRUNO

To Clear Remainder of Stock, 9s. 6d. per Dress Length.
or Six Dress Lengths for 50s.

Lengths for 27s.,

THE PRICE OF

OLOTH.

Three Dress

SPECIAL TWEED DRESS LENGTHS, Five fop 25s

ALL DIFFERENT

Mr. E. Truelove, Reigate Heath, Surrey, writes.—"“ Send me another parcel of Tweed Dres3 Lengths.

The others have gone like wind.”

IN SHADE.

GENTLEMENS" WATERPROOF MACKINTOSHES,

To Measure, Scarboro’ Shape, only 20s. each.
ONLY MATERIAL FOR A SMALL NUMBER LEFT.

Mr. E. Barreyatt, Chippenham Cottage, Monmouth, writes :—
A young friend of mine says he paid £2 for one not a

hand. It is a really elegant and first-class article.
bit better.”

J. W. GOTT, 2 UNION

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Von. l. For Postal Orderfor is. 2d.

Management of Infancy, Health, Longevity, Teeth, Drown Bread,
Bread Making, Food, Vegetarianism, Tobacco, Drink Question, Fruit,
Fresh Air, Exercise, Bathing, Light, Holidays, Cause and Cure of Disease,
Constipation, Biliousness, Eczema, Blackheads and Pimples, Nervousness,
Coughs and Colds, Chest Complaints, Deafness, Thread Worms, Long

Worms, Tape Worms, ltch, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.Il. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
The Healing Power of Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease;
Apparent Health ; Vegetarian Experlments The Pig as Human Food ;
Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea Delusion ; Salt; Saline
Starvation; Tea Drinking; The Hair and its Management; Sleep and
Sleeplessness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for Workers, Shop
Assistants, and Servants ; Advice for the Thin ; for the Stout; and on
the Proper Treatment of Simple Fever. Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping
Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated
Legs, Tumors, etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Ill. For Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Health and Wealth ; No More Death; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure
Air, and How to Get i t; The Management of Young Children ; Hunger and
Appetlte F.ffects of Fastlng Perfect Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers;
Unsuspected Domestic Poisons ; Thirst; Persplratlon Sea Bathlng etc.
110W__to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge Wholemeal Bread, to
Breathe Properly, to Grow Tall, to Keep Warm, to Live, to Live One
Hundred Years, to Improve the Memory and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of Stomach Troubles, Flatulence,
Sleepiness, Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sebaceous Tumors or
Wens Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chilblains, the Diseases Produced by

taking Mercuré Eé)ﬂe psy o L, R,
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol.lV. For Postal Orderfor Is.2d.
New Year Resolutions, Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings
Banks Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar and its
Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, Porridge, Celeraio
or Celery Root, Milk as Food, The Tomata. Against Butter, Poultices,
Quinine, Against the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant
Mortality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and their 'Substi-
tutes, About Swallowing Pins and other Articles, also the Cause and
Rational Cure of Sun Stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, I'ediculi or
Lice, Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, Tonsilitis or
Qumsy Her Pes (Tetter or Shingles), Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,
Epldemlc In uenza, Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.
e Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, for 5s. Gd.
HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to Drug Takers.
from the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. Id.
Rheumatism . Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7a. — Consumption : Its
Causeand Cure. Postfree7d.—Diet and Dioestion. Post free 7d.
Three Pamphlets to Young Men. Post free Is. Id.
* * All these boohs (except Pamphlets to Young Men) bound together in
cloth in one volume. Postfree Ss. Gd.
All the above can be got from Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place,
Manchester Square, London, W.

Hours op Consultation are—Morning from 10 am. to 1 p.m.; fee,

10s Gd. Evening from 6 to 8; fee, os.
Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Gd. Patients visited in the

country. Feeaccording to distance and the time occupied in going and
returning. Advice Given by post.

Postfree

“The 20s. Scarboro’ Mackintosh duly to

STREET, BRADFORD.

NOW READY.

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN

AN ORATION

BY
COLONEL E. Q.

PRICE THREEPENCE.

INGEKSOLL.

ROBERT FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.O.

SEASONABLE PAMPHLETS.

WAS CHRIST CRUGTFIED? By Austin Bier-
bower (Member of the Chicago Bir). Id.

THE CRUCIFIXION..... ia.i by
THE RESURRECTION <. W. Foote.

R. Fordeb, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

Ernest Renan &Jesus Christ

By COL. R. 0. LNQERSOLL.
Price Twopence. Price Tuopence.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
Pries 8d.] By U. W. FOOTE. [Price 8d.
Contents A Bermon on Summer; A Mad Sermonj A Sermon

on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A Christmas Sermon;

Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer's Sunday Diary ;

The Judge and the Devil; Satan and Michael; The First

Christmas; Adam’'s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at

Jericho; A Baby God; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

R. Fordeii, 28[Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.



