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IS CH RISTIAN ITY PLAYED  OUT?

BLESSED BE YE POOR.

OUR Cartoon is a pointed com m entary on the recent 
discussion in  the London  D a ily  C hronicle. In  a certain 
sense Christianity is not played out. T o use a com m on  
expression, “ there’s m oney in  it.”  That is in con ­
testable. Despite the “  poverty ”  o f  the “  low er 
clergy,”  fo r  w h om  so m any appeals are m ade, the 
clerical business beats all others, i f  w e com pare the 
»m ount o f investm ent w ith  the size o f the d iv idond . 
R elatively speaking the profits are m agnificent. There 
»re curates w ith  on ly  a w orkm an ’s wages, and 
° f  course they m erit our deepest sym pathy. It is quito 
shocking to th ink  that a d iscip le  o f the “ p o o r  Car­
penter o f  Nazareth ”  has to subsist, and support h is ten 
children, on such a m iserable pittance. It is a calam ity 
'[h ich  calls for tears o f  b lood . But, on  the other hand, 
lhere are A rchbishops w ith princely  incom es, B ishops 
^ ith  lord ly  revenues, Deans and Canons w ith  fine 
salaries and snug q u arters ; and betw een the tw o 
extremes o f  the fat bishop and the lean curate is a long 
hne o f  gradations, in  w h ich , i f  w e strike an average, 
me result is very far from  despicable. It m ay be added

N o ,  6 0 6 .]

that w hile the leading N on con form ist m inisters, at 
least in England, do not rival the great C hurch 
dignitaries in  the matter o f  incom e, they often  run up 
to a thousand a year and som etim es over it. Taking 
the average o f their incom es, we have no hesitation in 
saying it is beyon d  what they w ou ld  earn in  the 
ordinary labor market. Still, so far as they are not 
paid by  the State, as the Church clergy  are, w e have no 
personal reason fo r  com plaint. T h is  is a free country 
— especially  for Christians ; and i f  the lay d iscip les 
o f  the poor Carpenter like to pay his professional 
apostles a fan cy  price fo r  their w ork , it is no concern  
o f  ours from  a business point o f  v iew . N evertheless, 
as the said apostles are jm blic  m en, w h o set up as other 
peop le ’s teachers, w o have a right to express an op in ion  
as to the consistency betw een their preaching and 
their practice.

Our gallant colleague, Joseph Byrnes, w ho is n obly  
uphold ing the Freethought banner in  Australia, once 
asked, “  W h o ’s to bo Dam ned if  C hristianity is True ?” 
Certainly, he said, the clergy  stand a fine chance. 
T h ey  are m ore likely  to go to Hades than the con gre­
gations they preach to. On an average they are better 
off.- T hey  preach, or should  preach, the blessings o f
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poverty, and the curse, nay, the dam nableness, o f 
. wealth. A ccord in g  to the teaching o f  Jesus, as w e 

read it in  the Serm on on the M ount, and as w e find it 
illustrated in the parable o f D ives and Lazarus, every 
pauper is pretty sure o f  a front seat in  h e a v e n ; 
and every man o f property or good  incom e is 
equally  sure o f warm  quarters in -hell. But you  do not 
m eet parsons in w orkhouses, though som e o f them  get 
afgood deal o f outdoor relief. Go into a country parish 
and look  fo r  the clergym an ’s house ; you  w ill not find 
it difficult to d iscover. T he best residence is the 
squire’s, the next best is the parson's. E veryw here 
the clericals appropriate as m uch  as they can o f the 
good  things o f  this w orld . T h ey  find it quite easy to 
w orship  God and M am m on together. The curate has his 
eye on a vicarage ; the vicar has his on a d ea n ery ; 
the dean has his on a b ishopric. T he D issenting m in is­
ter is open to im prove his position . Som etim es he is 
invited  to another church. H e wrestles w ith  the Lord, 
and makes inquiries. I f  they prove satisfactory ho 
recognises “  a call.”  Other people, in  ordinary busi­
ness, w ou ld  honestly say they w ere accepting a better 
situation ; but the man o f  God is above all that, so lie 
obeys the L ord ’s voiee  and goes to a position  o f 
“  greater service,”  though it w ou ld  puzzle h im  to show  
an extra soul saved b y  the exchange. Yes, the poor 
Carpenter’s apostles strive to m ake the best o f  this 
w orld , and take their chance o f  the next. T h ey  are 
w ise in  their generation ; they resem ble the serpent in  
the text, how ever they neglect the dove. A n d  fo r  all 
these things G od shall bring them  into accou nt— that 
is, i f  the gospel be true ; for  nothing is m ore certain, 
accord ing to the gospel, than that the poor w ill be 
saved, and those w h o are not poor w ill be dam ned.

B enjam in  D israeli called the Conservative govern ­
m ent o f  S ir R obert Peel “  an organised h ypocrisy .” 
M odern  C hristianity appears to ns to m erit the same 
description. The note o f m odern apologetics is the 
phrase o f  “  C hrist-like.”  In  one respect the gen tle ­
m en w ho strike this note a re  C hrist-like. They 
live  on  the g ifts  o f  the fa ith fu l, in clu d in g  those o f 
“  rich  w om en .”  But the likeness ends there. In  
other respects they are dissim ilar to their Master. H e 
died  upon  the cross, and they live  upon  the cross. 
Yes, and m any o f  them  get far m ore on the cross than 
they w ou ld  ever get on  the square.

Doubtless we shall be censured in  vigorous b ib lica l 
language fo r  speaking so p la in ly . But we mean every 
w ord  w e say, and aro prepared to m ake it good  in  d is­
cussion. M en should practise what they preach. Those 
w ho teach that poverty  is a blessing should them selves 
be poor. Those w ho teach that G od A lm igh ty  cried  
“  W oe unto you  r ic h !”  shou ld  avoid  the curse o f 
wealth. I f  they do not, they are hypocrites. It is no 
use m incin g  the matter. P lain  speech is best on such 
occasions. W hen  the great Dr. A bernethy  told  a gouty, 
dyspeptic rich  patient to “  live  on sixpence a day and 
earn it,”  his advice was m ore w holesom e than the most 
dexterous rigm arole.

N oth ing cou ld  better show  than the conduct o f  the 
clergy  that Christianity is p layed out, i f  it means the 
teaching o f  the Serm on on the M ount. Those w ho 
preach it cannot practise i t ; what is m ore, they do not 
mean to. T he late A rchb ishop  o f  Y ork, w h ile  B ishop 
o f  Peterborough, w rote a m agazine article on this 
Serm on on  the M ount, in  w hich ho urged that any 
Society  that was based upon it w ou ld  go to ruin in  a 
w eek. H o was paid at that tim e £ 4  500 a year to 
preach this Serm on on the M ount, and he d id  s o —in 
the p u lp it ; then he m ounted another rostrum , and 
cried , “  For G od ’s sake d o n ’t practise it.”

“  Blessed be y e  poor ”  and “  W oe unto you  rich  ”  are 
texts w ith  w h ich  the Church has bam boozled  the 
m ultitude in  the interest o f the priv ileged  classes. 
T h e  disinherited sons o f earth w ere prom ised all sorts 
o f  fine com pensations in  K ingdom -C om e ; m eanw hile 
k ings, aristocrats, priests, and all the rest o f the ju gg lin g  
and appropriating tribe, battened on the fruits o f  other 
m en ’s labor. T he poor were like the dog  crossing the 
stream, and seeing the b ig  shadow  o f  h is piece o f meat 
in  the water. “  Seize the shadow  1”  the priests cried. 
T h e  poor d id  so. But the substance was not lost. It 
was snapped up and shared b y  priestcraft and privilege.

T he people have been  told  that the G ospel is a cheap

th ing— w ithout m oney and w ithout price. That is the 
prospectus. But the Gospel is fr igh tfu lly  dear in 
reality. R elig ion  costs m ore than education. England 
spends m ore in  preparing her sons and daughters for  
the next w orld  than in training them  for this w orld . 
Y et the next w orld  m ay be noth ing but a dream, and 
certainly w e know  noth ing about i t ; w h ile  this w orld  
is a solid  and often  a solem n fact, w ith  its business as 
w ell as its pleasures, its w ork  as w ell as its en joym ents, 
its duties as w ell as its privileges. T o keep people out o f 
hell, and guide them  to heaven (places that on ly  exist in 
the map o f faith), w e spend over tw enty m illions a 
year. This is a sum  w hich , i f  w ise ly  devoted, w ou ld  
rem edy the worst evils o f hum an society in  a single 
generation. It w ou ld  fou n d  countless institutions o f 
culture and innocent recreation ; and, b y  means o f 
experim ents, it w ou ld  solve a host o f social problem s. 
Instead o f doing  this, we keep up a huge arm y o f b lack- 
coats to fight an im aginary D evil ; yet w e call ourselves 
a p ra ctica l  people. C hristianity has its roots deep 
dow n  in  the tvealth  o f  E ngland, and this is the secret 
o f its pow er, allied o f course w ith its usurped authority 
over the m inds o f  little ch ildren . The churches and 
chapels are m ostly  social institutions, Sunday resorts 
o f  the “  respectable ”  classes. For any purpose con ­
nected w ith  the real w elfare o f the people C hristianity 
m ight just as w ell be dead and bu ried— as it w ill be 
w hen  the people see the truth. G. W . FO O TE .

A  T R IA N G U L A R  D U E L.

IT was a lov e ly  Sunday m orn ing on board the steam 
ship “  M arm ion,”  bound from  L ondon  to Leith. There 
w ere but fe w  passengers, fo r  it was the dull season. 
A m on g  them  was a Scotch m inister, and the sailors 
were p iped  to m orn ing service. A ll  on deck, except 
m yself, gathered round the m inister, w ho proceeded to 
read from  the B ible. Pacing up and dow n  I was soon 
accom panied by  a gentlem an, w ho before long told  me 
he was a Deist. A fter a little chat w e adjourned to 
the sm oking cabin, w here w e w ere jo in ed  b y  the 
m inister w hen  he had concluded  his short service. I 
cannot pretend to accurately reproduce the conversation 
that ensued, but what rem ains in  m y  m em ory was 
som ething like this :—

Ch r is t ia n .— I ’m  sorry you  gentlem en d id  not put 
in  an appearance, i f  on ly  as an exam ple to others.

A t h e is t .— I have no wish to act as an example to 
others in this particular.

D e is t .— T he fact is, sir, w e do not agree w ith your 
v iew s and cannot countenance them .

C. — W hat is it you  take exception  to ?
D . — Y ou r doctrine o f eternal torm ent, for  instance. 

W h o can cred it a good  God w ill so punish his ch ildren  ?
C . — Y ou  believe, then, in a good  God ?
D. — Certainly. Naturo proclaim s there is a d iv ine 

pow er and that he is good .
C. — I have just com o from  v isiting  a frien d  at a 

hom o for  incurables. H e is hopelessly  paralysed, and 
cannot even m ove w ithout pain. W hat do you  say to 
that punishm ent, w hich, m ind  you, is from  an accident, 
and not for his ow n  m isdeeds ?

D. — I confess there is m uch  in  nature I cannot 
understand, but there is enough to show  m e there is 
an all-good God.

C. — T o show  you , perhaps— for you , I presum e, have 
had a Christian education. But I have been out in 
A frica , w here the on ly  gods believed  in are stone and 
w ooden  fetishes, and these are w orshipped w ith  b lood y  
sacrifices and absurd cerem onies.

D. — P robab ly  far less absurd to them  than you r 
creed is to me.

C. — Y ou  evade m y  case, w h ich  is that naturo does 
not suffice to tell them  about an a ll-good  G od. For 
this they need the light o f revelation.

D . — But you r revelation reveals noth ing. The 
Jehovah o f  the B ib le  is certainly  not an all-good God, 
but partial, savage, and bloodthirsty.

C.— M y point, I must repeat, is that exactly  the same 
difficulties con fron t us in  nature that w o find in  the 
B ible. Jehovah declares he visits the sins o f the 
fathers upon the ch ildren  to the third and fourth 
generation. T h is is verified in  m y  ow n  experience. 
M y grandfather was a three-bottle man, m y  father was



March 5, 1893. The Freethinker. 155

over-fond  o f  port, and I, though abstem ious, suffer 
from  the gout. Nature, too, seems savage and b lood ­
thirsty. She k ills her ch ildren  day b y  day, and often  
agonisingly.

A .— It seems to m e yours is an argum ent for A theism . 
D.— Just so. T w o blacks cannot make a w hite. Y our 

revelation should clear up the difficulties fou n d  in 
nature ; instead o f  w h ich  it adds to them . Y ou r  argu­
ments and those o f  B ishop Butler, w h om  you  fo llow , 
w ou ld  serve to defen d  all the atrocious and absurd 
superstitions o f the savages you  visited.

C. — N ot at all. I h old  that nature indicates the se lf­
same God m ore fu lly  revealed in  the B ible, and our 
duty is to learn his w ill and obey  him .

D . — A n d  I answer, the G od o f the B ible is not the 
God revealed b y  m y  heart and conscience, and I  cannot 
w orship  what I can neither reverence nor love. Jehovah 
is no m ore to m e than Jupiter.

A .— A n d  I answer that I find no a ll-good  God 
revealed either in  nature or in the Bible.

D .— But there m ust be a Suprem e P ow er w ho 
designed everything.

A .— The m ouse fo r  the cat, and cats’ skins fo r  ladies’ 
g loves ?

C.— Nature does not suffice to tell us w hether there 
be one or m any superior pow ers. It cannot assure us 
that the designer is the creator. It does not reveal his 
om nipotence nor his infinite goodness. Its difficulties 
must be cleared up in another w orld . Nature, in  short, 
is an enigm a. W e see through a glass darkly, but by  
the light o f  the B ib le  w e m ay d im ly  discern, and yet 
fervently  believe, that “  all things w ork  together for  
good  to them  that love  God, to them  w ho are the called 
accord ing to his purpose.”

I).— I’m not sure that man should arrogate im m or­
tality to h im self any m ore than fo r  the anim als. In 
nature w e find that o f a thousand seeds but one ripens. 
I th ink I can discern som e good  purpose beneath all 
sin and suffering, but cannot flatter m yse lf that m y 
ow n  personality is im m ediately  concerned therein. I 
do not k n ow  anyone so good  as to deserve eternal 
fe licity , or so utterly and im possib ly  w ick ed  as to 
deserve eternal torments.

A .— The on ly  harm ony I discern  is that w h ich  must 
exist betw een  life  and its environm ent, and this is 
effected by  constant su ffering and death. W hat is the 
one grow in g  seed to the m yriads crushed ou t?  A ll o f 
good that I observe is from  the efforts o f  hum an kind. 
What is man in his natural state w ithout the inherit­
ance o f ages o f c iv ilised  hum an effort ? Let our m is­
sionary friend  answer. In  the discords o f  nature I 
note but one harm ony— the still, sad m usic o f 
hum anity.

C. — M an in his fallen  stato is tru ly  a w ick ed  and 
corrupt creature.

D . — No, he is not a fa llen  angel, but a risen ape, and 
some day m ay as far outsoar us as Shakespeare does 
the savage fetish  w orshipper.

C.— This w orld  is too ev iden tly  corrupt ; w rong too 
often trium phs. B elieve m e, you r ideal state m ust be 
in another w orld .

A .— H ow  can a stato o f  in justice in  this w orld  prove 
a state o f  justice in any other, w hen you  agree all the 
argum onts fo r  that other w orld  m ust bo draw n from  
this present one ? T he fact is, you  first assume a God, 
and then a heavon to cover his handiw ork . T he one 
assnmption im pels you  to the other, at w h ich  m y 
‘ Hond, w ho is m ore m odest i f  less log ical, pauses.

G.— I hope ho agrees with me that this world, with 
ail its sin and wickedness, is a state of probation. If  
5°. all the discipline wo undergo is surely to prepare us 
f°r a future state.

A.—For what sort of a future state does your friend’s 
Paralysis prepare him ?

1).— I ’ve spent m uch tim e learning various languages, 
at certainly I do not expect to put them  to use in 

8°ine future existence.
G.— Y ou  do not know .
A .— A  good  reason for silence, none fo r  affirm ation.
G.— I adm it ph ilosoph y  can g ive  us no positive 

assurance o f a future state, still less o f eternal rewards 
ari(l  punishm ents. T h is con v iction  m ust com e from  
re'ig ion . W hero ph ilosophy is weak relig ion  is strong. 

A .— That is, it bolsters up poor argum ents b y  fictions.

C.— It is no use arguing w ith  you . W e have no 
com m on  ground, though I hope m y  friend , w hen  he 
sees the on ly  alternative is C hristianity or A theism , 
w ill decide for Christianity.

A .— A n d  I hope he w ill fo llo w  his reason w hitherso­
ever it leads h im . I f  w e want sure standing ground 
w e must, as Descartes said, be prepared to doubt o f  all 
that can be doubted. J. M. W h e e l e r .

R E L IG IO N : P R A C T IC A L  A N D  T H E O R E T IC A L .

T h e re  is a marked difference betw een practice and 
theory : the one pertains to conduct, and the other 
refers to op in ion . For centuries the w orld  has been 
dom inated by  various theoretical religions, w h ich  have 
been but ,o f  little use for  any practical good  in  the 
regulation o f  hum an actions. T he trend o f m odern  
thought is undoubted ly  in  the d irection  o f  new  ideas 
as to what relig ion  should  really represent. T he old  
religious notions are rapidly  d y in g  out, as it has been 
d iscovered  that they are too theoretical fo r  this prac­
tical age. T he thinkers o f to-day no longer re ly  on a 
faith  born  in  the dead past— a faith w h ich  tim e is fast 
cru m blin g  to pieces. W e hear m uch  now  o f  “ the 
relig ion  o f  science,”  “  the relig ion  o f  the fu ture,”  and 
“  the relig ion  o f d o in g  good .”  It should be rem em ­
bered, how ever, that it was Thom as Paine w h o inaugu­
rated the practical re lig ion  o f goodness independently  
o f  C hristianity, and fo r  so doin g  he has been reviled  
and condem ned b y  the m any theorists o f  theology. 
B ut w e are proud to k n ow  that his m em ory has been 
n ob ly  vindicated  ; the practical princip les w h ich  regu­
lated his life  have trium phed over the w ild  theories o f  
his opponents, and are now  being accepted and adopted 
in  preference to those o f  h is revilers.

In  our op in ion , w h ile  the term  relig ion  is associated 
w ith  reckless speculations concern ing the supernatural, 
it w ill be im possible to d iscover any religious system  
that is com patible w ith  the h igher requirem ents and 
the genius o f  the nineteenth century. Society is caring 
less and less fo r  the m ysteries o f  th eology  and m ore and 
m ore fo r  the realities o f hum anity. O f course the old  
type o f believers w ill not suddenly disappear ; ancient 
superstitions are slow  in  departing. H ence w e have 
still am ongst us, not on ly  a class o f believers w h o  feel 
con vin ced  that they have fou n d  a relig ion  congenial to 
their nature, but w e have also persons w ho th ink that, 
am idst tho various con ilicting  religions cla im ing  super­
natural authority, tho true one is to be fou n d . W e feel 
necessitated to believe that these persons are in  earnest, 
for  perhaps it w ou ld  be too m uch to suppose that any 
sensible man w ou ld  devote h a lf h is lifetim e in  search 
o f what ho d id  not assume to exist. T he great 
d ifficu lty , how ever, to be encountered in  this search is 
that fo r  the m ost part the investigation concerns that 
about w h ich  noth ing is k now n , although a super­
abundance o f  languago is uttered and w ritten upon  the 
subject. It is curious to note h ow  eloquent an em o­
tional theologian can som etim es becom e w hen  he is 
expatiating upon  matters o f  w h ich  he has no k n ow ­
ledge. T heology  has its fascinations, and the evil in  
all past religions has been that the devotees have been  
too prone to y ie ld  to such fascinating influences. W h ile  
this draw back is still to be fou n d  in  m any existing  
professions, it is encouraging to find that there is an 
increasing yearning fo r  a religion  ( i f  tho w ord  m ust be 
retained) o f  active w ork, based upon natural inspira­
tion and m undane requirem ents. T he thought once 
bestow ed on God is now  largely transferred to m an, 
and tho tim e form erly  spent in  an effort to prepare fo r  
heaven is n ow  em ployed  in  the im provem ent o f  earth. 
I f  this secular action m ay be called a relig ion , then it 
is the on ly  one that concerns us, for  its u tility  is verified  
b y  its practical results in  the w ell-be in g  o f  those w h o  
act up to it.

Jam es says in  his epistle that pure and undefiled 
relig ion  is to “  visit the fatherless and w idow s in  their 
affliction .”  I f  this be so, it is evident that the popular 
relig ion  is not the genuine article. In  fact, tested b y  
Jam es’s standard, all the great religions o f the w orld  
have been fearfu lly  adulterated w ith  the fictions o f  a 
perverted im agination. Take from  them  all their 
useless cerem onies, their absurd rites, and their
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pictured gods and devils, saints and angels, and what 
rem ains ? S im ply a few  elem entary m oral m axim s 
that are as o ld  as the race and are the com m on property 
o f  m en  o f  all ages and nations. Leaving aside other 
religions, is not Christianity bu ilt on the assumption 
o f  innum erable small m iracles, varied b y  an occasional 
large one ? W hat is the principal im provem ent this 
m odern faith offers upon the one o f old  ? It substitutes 
a man fo r  a goat as an offering for  the sins o f the 
people. It is still b lood , but hum an b lood  instead o f 
the b lood  o f  the low er animals. A n d  yet this religion  
is proclaim ed as being  the highest and the m ost d iv ine 
that was ever revealed to benighted man ; and upon 
this faith unhappily  the wealth, the learning, and the 
eloquence o f nearly tw o thousand years have been 
expen ded . “  ’T is true, ’tis p ity, p ity  ’tis ’tis true.”  The 
hope and the eyes o f  the w orld  are fixed on the figure 
o f  a you n g  m an w h o perished at the T yburn  o f  his 
nation as a turbulent disturber o f  the peace o f 
Jerusalem . W e are offered everlasting happiness i f  
w e w ill on ly  fall d ow n  and w orship this crucified idol. 
Those w ho accept the offer furnish  good  evidence that 
man has indeed fa llen . That g ifted  intellects should 
devote their energies to m agn ify in g  the im portance o f  
this event into the greatest fact in h istory, and repre­
senting it to be the one th ing needfu l fo r  the progress 
and happiness o f  m ankind, is one o f  the m ost m elan­
ch o ly  acts o f this exp iring  century.

T he theological religions o f  the w orld  have proved 
persistent foes to hum an happiness, fo r  they have 
absorbed the attention o f  men, and have been put 
forw ard  as being the centre o f  all hum an interest, thus 
depriv in g  m ankind o f  the beneficial results that w ou ld  
have fo llow ed  b y  g iv in g  due attention to the real affairs 
o f  life . B eing “ b lin d  leaders o f  the b lin d ,”  the 
priests o f  these religions have perpetuated fear, 
m ental poverty, and an absence o f  self-reliance. Super­
natural religions, instead o f cu ltivating thought, the 
illum inator o f  the life  o f  man, brin g  into play 
im aginary agencies that are foreign  to w ell-trained 
natures. H appily , theological religions no longer 
com m and the ch ie f attention o f  the leading m inds o f  
to-day. M en o f  rare g ifts have studied the parchm ent 
relig ions o f  the w orld , and so have destroyed the pre­
tensions to inspiration and authority w h ich  have 
been cla im ed fo r  them . A n  in fa llib le  book  has been 
show n to bo as great an absurdity and im position  as an 
in fa llib le  Church. A s the one dies, so dies the other, 
and they both go  to one place, from  w h ich  let us hope 
there w ill be no resurrection.

T he task o f  to-day is to learn the value o f  hum an 
effort, that w e m ay possess ourselves o f  strength to 
enable us to sow  the seeds o f  truth, though others m ay 
reap the harvest. Thoso w ho have abandoned the 
creeds o f the Churches m ay find pleasure in w ork  that 
brings happiness to others as w ell as jo y  to them selves. 
In  the grand literature o f the Saxon tongue m ay be 
fou n d  expressions o f thought as noble, and aspirations 
as pure, as any contained in  the Christian ’s B ible. A n  
E nglish  m ind  can experience greater inspiration from  
the songs o f  the British poets than from  the w ailings 
and groanings o f  the prophets o f  Israel. The natural 
beauty o f  our island, the hom e o f  our birth, is as 
charm ing to us as is Palestine to the m ost devout 
Christian. Our thoughts and interests are here, not 
there ; our duties and obligations arise out o f  our 
present life  on our part o f the g lobe. It is here that 
our hearts and hopes are fixed, and not am idst the 
ru ined tem ples and barren wastes o f  distant and 
alleged sacred lands.

Practical relig ion  is that w h ich  teaches science as 
the providence of man and en join s obed ien ce  to 
nature’s laws. T he m ore w e study science the m ore 
w e k n ow  o f the universe and o f  man, and the m ore we 
see the im portance and u n iform ity  o f  natural laws. 
Our kn ow ledge can on ly  enable us to better under­
stand these laws, and to harm onise our conduct w ith  
their inevitable decrees. Our pains and pleasures are 
the result o f  cond itions o f  existence, and our efforts 
are u sefu lly  m ade and w isely  d irected  w hen  they are 
em ployed  in  the endeavor to d iscover those cond itions 
that are best adapted to prom ote the health, freedom , 
and happiness o f  the general com m un ity . T h is is 
practical not theological relig ion , and the o n ly  one

that can bear useful and pleasant fruit in our time. 
The number of its believers will increase in proportion 
as men and women cease to study the things that were 
and concentrate their thoughts and labors on things 
that are. Ch a r l e s  W a t t s .

OUR F A T H E R ’S C H U R CH .

St il l  they com e 1 A nother Church has been started 
called “  Our Father’s C hurch ,”  because “  m ultitudes o f  
m en and w om en in  every  Church are look ing  longingly  
beneath and beyon d  dogm a and rite to find the perm a­
nent and universal basis o f  a Church that shall be tru ly  
hum an and d iv ine .”  So says the C hristian  W orld  in 
its description o f  the new  fad, and it w ill be at once 
noticed  that the m ention  o f the hum an portion  com es 
first. Our Father’s Church is based on  the perception 
and practical application o f  seven gu id in g  principles. 
The first is “  The fatherhood o f  God, w h o is the inm ost 
up liftin g  life  o f  all th ings.”  T he article says “  God 
h im self can never be k n ow n , though his fatherhood 
m ay be.”  It is very  evident from  this that the new  
Church does not intend to dispense w ith  m y stery ; for 
it is certainly  a m ystery as to h ow  it can be possible to 
k n ow  the fatherhood o f  G od  and yet not k n ow  God 
h im self. It  is equivalent to saying that w e can kn ow  
a m an’s peculiarities w ithout ever having seen him  or 
kn ow n  h im . T he w riter sa y s : “  B y  these w ords,
‘ Fatherhood o f  G od,’ w e m ean that the m ysterious 
A lm igh ty  P ow er w h ich  produces all things is m indfu l 
and m e r c i fu l ; and that, in  the end, w hen all our 
speculations and dark im aginings are outgrow n, the 
trust o f  the hum an spirit in  the m ight and m ercifu l­
ness o f that P ow er w ill survive, as the beg in n in g  and 
the end o f true re lig ion .”

It is very  con soling  to note that the new  b od y  are 
g o in g  to w orship  a “ m in d fu l and m e r c ifu l”  God. 
T h is w ill be a change fo r  the better, and w e should 
like to k n ow  h im , and to be show n any m in d fu l and 
m ercifu l actions o f  his. T h ey  say that “ he is fu lly  
revealed in  no book , no Church, but is ever the Ideal, 
the best in all things everyw here.”  M ’yes ! but i f  lie 
is the best in  all th ings everyw here, w h o  is the 
w orst in all th ings everyw here ? The D evil, perhaps. 
But it is rem arkable that the article contains no 
reference either to his Satanic m ajesty or to his 
palatial abode. V erily  Our Father’s Churchists are 
w ise in  their generation . It is strange, how ever, that 
although they say that G od is fu lly  revealed in  no 
book , they intend to stick to the B ible. A n d  here they 
com m ence their in con sisten cy ; fo r  even i f  they hold  
that it on ly  partially reveals him , they totally dem olish  
their “  m ind fu l and m ercifu l ”  deity, fo r  the G od o f 
the B ible is a perfect paragon o f  brutality, and to look  
up to h im  as an ideal is to show  an appreciation o f  all 
that is false, brutal, bestial, and u nm ercifu l. T hey  
say that “  in a very  profou n d  sense he is Our Father.”  
T hen  w e should recom m end them  to prosecute him  for 
ill-treating his ch ildren . I f  he was an earthly father 
ae  w ou ld  have been  in  the dock  lon g  ago.

T he second princip le  is the “ B rotherhood o f  man, 
fo r  sym pathy and service,”  and the article says that 
“ m ankind is one o f  the m anifestations o f  G od com ing  
in  the fu llness o f  tim e from  low er form s o f  life .”  
N ow  this is noth ing but an adoption  o f  the theory o f 
evolu tion , and in  so far as this is concerned, we 
w elcom e their good  sense, at the same tim e asking, 
how ever, h ow  far it coin cides w ith  the rib  story 
and the fab le  o f  the m ud m an as related in  Genesis 
i. and i i . ? T he afore-m entioned princip le , together 
w ith  that o f “ the ceaseless developm ent and ad­
vancem ent o f  the hum an race, b y  struggle and 
possession, sorrow  and jo y , death and life ,”  as w ell 
as that o f  “  the unreserved recogn ition  o f  the secular 
w orld  as contain ing all sacred th ings,”  are, w hen 
stripped o f that g od ly  cloak  under w hich  Christianity 
conceals her thefts from  Freethought, noth ing but an 
adoption o f  our m otto, “ T he w orld  is m y  country, 
m ankind m y  brethren, and to do good  is m y  relig ion .”  
W e cannot even  possess a good  m otto but the Christians 
en vy  us its possession, and pratically adopt it. A nother 
principle is “ the establishm ent o f  the k in gdom  of 
leaven everyw here upon the earth,”  and they propose
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to do this bringing “  light and justice, hope and 
sym pathy, purity and hum anity, into the sphere o f 
hardship and struggle.”  H ere is Secularism  again ; 
and their k in gdom  o f heaven is noth ing m ore or less 
than a happy earthly existence ; it is no advance upon 
our id e a l; and if  this is heaven, all Freethinkers have 
long endeavored to establish it. T aking Our Father’s 
Church as it stands, it is as secular as it dare be w hilst 
it is tram m elled w ith  the chains o f  superstition. In  
speaking o f  one princip le, viz., “  the unceasing inspira­
tion  o f man b y  G od,”  the w riter says : “  B e lie f in  the 
sole authority o f the B ible, as the one revelation from  
God, was the w eapon w h ich  served at the R eform ation 
to beat dow n  the claim  that asserted the sole authority 
o f a Church or a man ; but the w eapon has becom e a 
chain .”

This is a very  advanced op in ion  to be expressed, b y  
any Church, and it on ly  show s that w h ich  a large 
num ber o f Christians refuse to recognise, v iz ., that the 
light o f Freethought is gu id in g  m any a man and w om an 
through the p itchy  darkness o f  superstition. The 
seventh princip le o f  the new  C hurch is “ The constant 
com m union  o f  k in dred  spirits in  and betw een the un ­
seen w orld .”  T he program  w ill be attractive to m any 
at first, but it is ev ident that the founders o f  Our 
Father’s C hurch are endeavoring to g ive  the Christian 
a sprat in  order to keep h im  from  eating a m a ck e re l; 
they are try ing  to retard the progress o f Freethought 
by  g iv in g  inquirers an adulterated m ixture o f  Super­
stition and Freethought. It cannot succeed. Those 
w ho have been attracted b y  the electric light w ill not 
be led aside b y  a flickering tallow  candle. Splits w ill 
speedily  occur in  the new  brotherhood, and the result 
must be in  our favor. ASHLEY SLADE.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Theosophy grasps at every alleged new fact on the border­

land of science, where phenomena are as yet in a twilight of 
uncertainty. Mrs. Besant, for instance, found fresh “ evi­
dences ”  in the hypnotic experiments of Dr. Luys at Paris. 
Patients’ “  sensibility ”  was transferred to glasses of water 
and other objects, and when these were touched the patients 
Bhrank or screamed with pain. It was a very pretty story, 
and Theosophists were in raptures. But the whole thing has 
been exposed by Dr. Ernest Hart, who has proved that the 
patients (mostly hysterical women) were shamming or under 
suggestion. When the wrong objects were substituted for 
the ones endowed with the patients’ “  sensibility ”  they were 
just as efficacious. Of course the change was unknown to 
the patients, who went on with their performance unsus­
pectingly. ____

Dr. Ernest Hart triod an experiment on some patients who 
could see blue and red flames round the poles of a magnet. 
When it was demagnetised, unknown to them, they saw the 
blue and red flames just tho same.

Certain drugs in tubes, held near patients, produced 
curious psychological phenomena. It was positively mar­
vellous. Dr. Hart, however, put the wrong drugs in the 
tubes, without the patients’ knowledge, and the curious 
Psychological phenomena still occurred. Valerian, which 
attracts cats, made ono lady act liko a tabby. Dr. Hart 
substituted alcohol, and the lady scratched, mewed, licked, 
and cleaned her whiskers. Cherry Laurel Water was called 
t°r, but Valerian put in the tube ; and the lady went into an 
ecstasy, instead of behaving like a cat. Altogether, it is 
pretty clear that the “  marvels of hypnotism,” so far as they 
P^p up Occultism, are humbug from beginning to end.

Tho Christian World “  cannot afford space for further 
correspondence ”  on “  Where is Heaven ? ”  Perhaps it 
eels like the editor of the Revue des deux Mondes, who 

I'eturned a contributor’s article on God, with the remark that 
k® question t( lacked actuality.”

Father Ignatius is still fulminating against the heretics ir 
he Church of England, such as Canon Driver, Professoi 

Oheyne, and the Rev. Charles Gore, the Principal of Pusey 
Bouse. He represents them as “  attacking ”  the Bible, 
' ’ hereas thfy declare they are rescuing it from destruction, 

memorial against these “  heretics ”  is going the round ol

the Oxford colleges for signature. It is to be presented to 
the Archbishop 3nd Bishops. What they will do with it is 
not hard to prophecy. They are not likely to agree with 
Father Ignatius, that the way to save the ship of the Church 
in the storm of criticism is to spread all the canvas of 
orthodoxy.

Dr. Macgregor, ’of ’ St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh, says that 
“  for pure English he considers the Bible first, Shakespeare 
next, and Tennyson third.”  This is, of course, a very arbitrary 
classification. The styles of Shakespeare, for instance, and 
the translators of the English Bible, are extremely different. 
Nor does Dr. Macgregor tell us what he means by pure 
English. Our language is an amalgam, and a great part of 
its force and beauty lies in its synonymous derivations from 
various sources. If composition is the test, there is a good 
deal of slipshod in the Bible, although there are many pas­
sages of great excellence. Coleridge declared the New Testa­
ment to be worse in this respect than the Old Testament. 
“  There are slovenly phrases,”  he said, “  which would never 
have come from Ben Jonson, or any other good prose writer 
of that day.”

“ Biblical miracles,”  the Christian Commonwealth says, 
“  are the only recorded miracles on which reliance can be 
placed.”  Hear, hear! There’s nothing like leather. Still, 
it seems that the Bible miracles must be taken with a certain 
amount of salt— for which apply at the Commonwealth office. 
Joshua making the sun stand still, and Jonah’s excursion on 
board a whale, and Samson’s tough jawbone, are treated as 
“  more or less inaccurate or exaggerated descriptions.”  Good ! 
But the Freethinker goes a step farther, and treats all the 
Bible miracles in the same way.

Curiously enough, the Commomvealth sticks to the Jericho 
miracle. The wall of that city did fall flat, but no law of 
nature was infringed. This is sheer nonsense, however; for 
there is no power in rams’ horns to blow down big walls. If 
they actually fell, there must have been an infringement of 
the natural laws of cohesion and gravitation.

Our contemporary’s history is on a par with its logic It 
finds a powerful argument for the reality of the New 
Testament miracles in “  the unparalleled suffering of the 
Apostles.”  Indeed! Where is the historical proof ? We 
venture to say that there is not a scrap in existence. All the 
Christian can produce is a mass of grotesque legends, which 
have as much historical value as the Arabian Nights or the 
adventures of Baron Munchausen.

Then as to “ unparalleled sufferings ” — is not the adjective 
high-flown, and even impudent ? Tho Commonwealth is 
simply taking advantage of its readers’ laziness or ignorance. 
Not, of course, that this is surprising ; for it has been well 
remarked that “  Christian veracity ”  deserves to rank with 
“  Punic faith.”

Dr. Giles Hitchens is confident that Christianity is not 
played out, and has tried to prove it in a recent sermon. 
His arguments are hackneyed; we shall not follow them. 
What we want to point out is that he has no right to speak 
of “  the dying, despairing Emperor of old, who said, ‘ 0  
Galilean, thou haBt conquered ! ’ ”  Julian never uttered this 
exclamation; it is simply a Christian fable ; and if Dr. 
Giles Hitchens does not know the fact, he is, in history as well 
as in theology, a blind leader of the blind— or, as some 
would say, an ignorant leader of ignoramuses.

London Secularists will have to fight hard before and 
during the next School Board elections. A t present the re­
actionists are in a very decided majority, and they are using 
their power without the slightest scruple. The Rev. 
Meredyth Kitson’s motion that the Board teachers shall tell 
the children that Christ is God, and explain the Trinity to 
them, has been passed to the extent of remitting it to the 
School Management Committee for consideration and report, 
after consultation with the Scripture Committee. Several 
speakers boasted that the majority of the London ratepayers 
belonged to the Church of England, and more than hinted 
that Church of England religion should be taught in the 
schools. And it will be done, unless the Nonconformists are 
courageous and logical enough to accept the 8ecular ticket.
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The present Pope has worked the Jubilee racket four times 
since 1879, and hopes yet to have the Jubilee of his car- 
dinalate and of his succession to the Papacy. The Hebrew 
Jubilee, which it is doubtful if ever carried out, came but 
every fifty years, and was intended for the benefit of the poor. 
Creditors were to release their debtors, slaves to recover their 
freedom, and the lands to be re-divided. But the Jubilee 
racket is now only worked for the benefit of the rich, and 
Signor Pecci finds it a good expedient to bring the funds of 
the faithful into the Vatican treasury.

Jubilees and pilgrimages are alike used to rally the Pope’s 
supporters and accentuate his position. He cannot, without 
going in the teeth of all Christian history and destroying the 
inmost purpose of his Church, give up his claim to universal 
dominion. This, despite newspaper men, we may be quite 
sure no Pope ever would do while he holds himself the 
divinely-appointed vicegerent of Christ. A  Pope cannot 
submit to acknowledge any secular power, be it king or 
commonwealth. Leo XIII. and the Jesuits know the position. 
So do w e ; but a crowd of good-natured Protestants fancy the 
pretensions of Popery are virtually at an end, though they are 
as plain as the noses on their faces.

The Bishop of London declares that in the metropolis there 
are now “  a larger number of persons who never go to aDy 
place of worship than in any other similar spot in the whole 
of the island.”  This is largely owing to the efforts of Free­
thinkers to provide some counter attractions on Sunday.

What the bishop wants is to raise a sum of one million 
pounds for the religious needs of London. We would under­
take to carry on a secular mission in every part of the metropolis 
for a hundredth part of the money.

The bishop knows that about twenty of the most valuable 
City churches are almost empty and useless, and that their 
sale would realise a considerable portion of the money he 
requires. But he knows, too, they are nice little billets for 
friends in the Church, and the poorer clergy must have some 
such baits to draw them into a profession which is becoming 
more and more despised. So he prefers to cadge from the 
laity to employing the sources he has already at command.

At St. Anne’s Church, Soho, they distribute a handbill 
stating that “  To defray the expenses an offertory of £30 is 
required at each service,”  and asking an offertory “  entirely 
of silver in the gallery, and a contribution of at least two 
shillings from each tieket-holder.”  Religion is served at St. 
Anne’s not entirely “  without money and without price.”

The English Church is the most enormously wealthy 
organisation in the world ; yet it is always crying for more 
money. Its vast wealth is so unevenly distributed that it 
can plead with truth that many of its ministers are poorly 
paid. It calls attention to its curates, but says nothing of 
the numerous benefices which are almost sinecures.

We shall look forward with interest to the result of the 
return of the grants of public money for the support of all 
religious denominations in England and Wales, which has 
been agreed to by the House of Commons.

The Rev. R. R. Dolling, a popular High Church minister of 
Landport, at a meeting of the English Church Union, 
declared that “  he held that the Church had not touched the 
people until they had been brought to the Holy Communion.”  
He instanced that in his parish there were not more than 200 
communicants out of a population of 5,000. Judged by this 
test, we fancy the Church would have to take rank among 
more insignificant sects.

After fifty years working in London, the Y.M.C.A. has 
under 10,000 members and associates, and has to give far 
more attention to] gymnasia, musical evenings, football and 
other secular attractions than when it started.

The good Presbyterians in Dunbarton are scandalised 
because the Free Church minister wishes his congregation to 
sing Amen at the close of every hymn or psalm. Amen 
sticks in their throats as it did in Macbeth’s. We wonder if 
any of them know it is the name ef an old Egyptian god,

Eucharino is not the name of a new game or a patent 
medicine, but of a special preparation of the blood of Aries 
intended for holy communion. It is advertised as the most 
suitable wine for sacred purposes. The Church Times, which 
advertises this wine, gives a receipt how to make the body of 
Christ so that there will be less risk of irreverence by its 
crumbling and dropping on the floor. You take pure flour, 
which you mix with water drop by drop until you have a 
good consistent dough. Then bake in a tin in a slow oven 

] for about an hour. No seasoning.

“  Atheism,”  says the Rev. Edward White, “  is extending 
I on every side both among the learned and ignorant.”  The 

Christian Commonwealth, while praising Mr. White as “  a 
profound thinker ”  and “  a careful observer,”  begs to differ 
frorp him on this point. Among the ignorant, it says, there 
is “  not one Atheist in ten thousand.”  Here we agree with 
the Commonwealth. That is about the proportion of ignorant 
Atheists.

Sir Henry Tyler is the “ Christian gentleman”  who, 
in the Tory interest, prosecuted Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr. 
Foote for Blasphemy. His failure was complete. Mr. 
Bradlaugh was acquitted on the ground of fa c t ; and as the 
jury could not agree in Mr. Foote’s case, and no jury 
was likely to convict while Lord Coleridge held the scales of 
justice, the prosecution was abandoned ; Sir Henry Tyler 
having to pay all the heavy costs, perhaps with the aid 
of other “  Christian gentlemen.”

Sir Henry Tyler has frequently been called a guinea-pig in 
Truth. Certainly he is a great hand at Companies, which do 
not seem to flourish supernaturally under his direction. He 
also appears to be an adept in the use of good strong biblical 
language, with perhaps a dash of Billingsgate. A gentleman 
who waited on him on behalf of the Financial Times says 
that “  Sir Henry ended the interview by the use of language 
which, we are sorry to say, is quite unfit for publication.”  
We congratulate Christianity on having the support of such 
a wise, honorable, and refined gentleman.

Only the Catholic Church, says the Catholic Times, “  exists 
as a bulwark for the sanctity of marriage.”  It forgets that 
it is not many years since the Pope sold for the sum of 4,000 
lire a dispensation to Prince Amadeus, Duke of Aosta, to 
marry his own niece, Princess Letitia Bonaparte, the daughter 
of his full sister the Princess Clotilde and Prince “  Plon- 
Plon ”  Napoleon. If the sanctity of marriage rests on such 
a rotten bulwark, we fear it will have to go.

Miss Hughes, the Ladv Principal of the Hall of Residence 
for Women Students at University College, Bangor, is, unlike 
her brother, the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, a High Church- 
woman. She has got into a row with the college authorities 
for making statements about one of the students, for which 
she was called upon to apologise. This she declined to do, 
and the Hall is now threatened with the withdrawal of its 
license.

Canon Driver is being tackled by a brother clergyman, the 
Rev. D. O. Whitley, on the question of Genesis and Science, 
Mr. Whitiey says they agree. Dr. Driver says they don’t. 
Mr. Whitley fires off quotations from Professor Dana, Sir 
J. W. Dawson, and other eminent geologists. Dr. Driver 
replies that he accepts the teaching of these master* of 
geological science, but he declines to follow them when they 
go outside their province and “  violently force the language 
of Genesis into unnatural harmony with what geology and 
astronomy demand.”  On the interpretation of Hebrew the 
Canon claims to form his own opinion, which is certainly 
more authoritative than that of Dana and Dawson. "  I part 
company from them,”  he says, “  with regret; but I part 
from them, not on any question which concerns geology, but 
on the sense which they seem to affix to the narrative of 
Genesis I .”

Nothing could be plainer than this. Dr. Driver bows to 
Dana and Dawson in geology, but whether their teachings 
agrees with Genesis depends on what Genesis really says, and 
to determine that belongs to the Hebraist, and not to the 
geologist. We repeat that Dr. Driver’s attitude is not only 
just but perfectly plain. Anyone who does nofc understand 
must be an imbecile,
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Will it be believed, then, that the Christian Commonwealth, 
right on the heels of this quotation from Dr. Driver, actually 
writes as follows :— “  It will be seen that Canon Driver brings 
a serious indictment of scientific worthlessness, for such it 
amounts to, against the very geologists whom he relies upon 
as being his scientific supports.”  Surely the writer of this 
sentence is not so foolish as to misunderstand Canon Driver’s 
position ; and the only alternative is that he deliberately mis­
represents it. So much for the morals of Christian journalism.

The Rev. A. E. 0. Harris, vicar of Stoke, near Rochester, 
has been tried under the Clergy Discipline Act on charges of 
beiDg drunk while performing divine service and officiating 
at funerals. The Court found him guilty, and its finding is 
reported to the Bishop. The sentence is yet to be pro­
nounced.

An enterprising Christian advertises in the World's 
Exchange. He wants to ease some other Christian of £5. 
In return he will help him to start a monthly magazine for 
“  Christian men and women of all ages,”  which is sure to 
have a large circulation. Of course !

Uriah Wood, of Honiton, who is remanded on a charge of 
obtaining £40 by false pretences from Mary Ann Pitt, first 
met her at “  some religious services in the City-road.”  The 
same old game.

Hilton Barker, the financial gentleman who has just com­
mitted suicide, in a spirit of Christian resignation, left a note 
for the Official Receiver in Bankruptcy, telling him “  the 
Almighty ”  would show him up some day, and adding, “ May 
my curse follow you.”  A  nice pious gentleman this. All 
his pity was reserved for himself; never mind the poor 
ruined shareholders. And of such is the kingdom of heaven.

The Rev. W. J. Dawson has been preaching at Highbury 
Quadrant Church on the needs of London. Like the cobbler 
who proposed a leather wall, he thinks only his own class 
can supply needs. “  Multiply churches, and London will be 
saved ” says Mr. Dawson. What are the many churches it 
already possesses doing in this direction ? Certainly they 
have not saved it from poverty, immorality or cant.

The Rev. F. W. Macdonald, of the Wesleyan Foreign 
Missionary Society, says that religion can “  neither be written 
up nor written down.” The religious, then, must have 
indulged in a prodigious quantity of waste effort.

There is a nice little quarrel at Battersea between the vicar 
of St. Andrews and his late curate, the Rev. Enoch Thomas, 
who was dismissed on a charge of having assaulted a young 
woman, while under the influence of drink. Mr. Thomas 
denies the charge, and says the vicar refused him any 
opportunity of clearing himself from the accusation.

The private motives of the Czar in continuing the perse­
cution of Jews and Stundists is said to be to propitiate the 
favor of heaven by suppressing the enemies of the true faith. 
By way of answer come famine, brigandage, and a recru­
descence of cholera in the Southern provinces.

The damage by the floods in Queensland is estimated at 
£1,000,000. Six hundred houses have been carried away 
and 2,000 more submerged, and furniture destroyed or 
injured. Many stocks of small shopkeepers and the crops of 
farmers are totally ruined. A nice outcome of over-much 
praying by umbrella-makers.

Some fearful and wonderful stufT is being contributed by 
the English Bishops, week after week, in Lloyd's 'News. 
Last week’s was from the pen of the Bishop of Rochester. 
Such utter drivel, stuff to make a reasonable man sick, seems 
to show that the whole bench of bishops is suffering from 
softening of the brain. Perhaps they think they are writing 
for the taste of working men. If so, they are guiltily 
ignorant of the “  flock ”  they have sworn to guard, and do 
nothing but fleece.

Croesus— “  How much did you say Mr. Nowgold was down 
for ?" The Minister— “  Five hundred dollars, sir.”  Croosus 
— “  Put me down for six hundred, then. In a matter of 
Christian charity l  can’t stand on a l°vel with an upstart like 
hiss,”

A  FREETHOUGHT THEATRE.

W hile the proselytising benefactions o f Christians are pretty 
widely advertised, the unostentatious liberality o f Free­
thinkers is less widely known. Another instance, however, 
of Freethought liberality comes from the United States, 
which already possesses in the Lick Observatory and the 
Girard Institute two splendid specimens of generous Secu­
larism. The town of Dowagiac, in Michigan, has 4,000 in­
habitants ; it has grown up around a large stove-works created 
by the late Mr. P. D. Beckwith, a staunch Freethinker. 
Before his death he desired to erect a first-class theatre for 
first-class performances, in which the money-making element 
should be absent. His son-in-law, Mr. Fred Lee, and his 
other heirs have faithfully carried out the purpose which 
death prevented him from accomplishing. The new theatre, 
just completed, will seat 600 people and cost 150,000 dollars, 
or £30,000. It is o f red brick, and outside is a frieze 
consisting o f portraits in terra-cotta, bas reliefs o f eminent 
writers, philosophers, artists and actors, special prominence 
being given in the selection to those who were Freethinkers. 
Shakespeare, Ingersoll, Yoltaire, Paine, Susan B. Anthony, 
are among the portraits. The decorations inside are magni­
ficent, the coloring starting with a delicate flesh color on the 
floor of the house, blending with a sea-green at the top. 
Every chair is upholstered in silk plush o f light fawn, and 
there are handsome stained glass windows. The stage is 
large, the scenery complete, and the building is lit by the 
electric light. A ll this in a town of 4,000 people has excited 
much interest in the States. Col. Robert ingersoll is to 
formally open the theatre by a lecture on Shakespeare, and 
to dedicate the building as a memorial to P. D. Beckwith and 
free—or, a3 our American friends put it, liberal—thought.

THE MODERN GOSPEL.

You may break the Ten Commandments in as many little bits 
As Moses did, when coming down the mount;

You may scorn the major prophets, knock the minor into fits ; 
Such sinful little pleasantries doesn’t count.

But if you want the Devil to claim you as his own,
And locate you on his very warmest perch,

Where, through eternal ages, you will frizzle as you groan ; 
Just commit some little sin against the Church !

You may gamblo on a horse race, though a parson you may bo, 
Or at “  company promoting ” take a hand,

As a bankrupt without assets you may revel full and free,
And bring no disrepute upon your “ band.”

But if to quick perdition the shortest way you’d take 
And find yoursolf for ovor in the lurch;

Not one Divine commandment or counsel need you break,
But simply bid defiance to the Church !

—Society.

OBITUARY.
The Cheshire Branch of tho N. S. S. has sustained a serious 

loss by tho death, in his seventieth year, of Mr. Wm. James, 
of Crowe. Tho deceased was an engino driver on the London 
and North Western Railway. A Frootliinkor from his oarlpr 
manhood, ho was highly respected by all classes. During Ins 
illness ho was occasionally visited by the parson of tho parish, 
theological questions being avoided on both sides, until tho 
last few days of his illness, when the parson, taking advantage 
of his weak condition, attempted to make a prayer. Tho 
protest of tho sick man resulted in the parson’s speedy removal 
to tho street. Deceased was ono of tho porsonal friends of Mr. 
Bradlaugh, and, like him, was buried without any ceremony at 
tho gravo. A  short address was delivered by the writer ovor 
tho coffin before leaving tho rosidonoe of the deceased.— Ohas. 
Lewis.

Weakness, fear, melancholy, together with ignorance are 
the truo sources of superstition.— Hume.

Hope, pride, presumption, a warm imagination, together 
with ignorance are the true sources of enthusiasm.— Ilumt.

True philosophy teaches a man to take life as it is and 
make the most of it, the most of all its ingredients too. That, 
is tho only philosophy worthy of the name. To be senseleis 
or unfeeling is to be less than a man; to suffer and yet live 
and do one’s duty is real manhood ; to feel the stings 
of fortune and still to proceed is courage and resolution 
worthy of a groat character ; to whine and fret is to 
increase our sorrows and to neglect our duties, that is 
the sure way to make life a wretched failure,— «/i Symes,
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GEORGE ANDERSON.

GEORGE ANDERSON.

George A nderson did not want liis portrait to appear—at any 
rate for tho present. He thought thero wore many others ! 
entitled to precedence. Rut wo thought otherwise, and as our 
word is law (in tho Freethinker) lie had to submit. Mr. 
Anderson is a quiet Freothinkor, but a sturdier ono docs not 
walk this planet. Ho has stated in our columns, in appealing 
on behalf of tho Hall of Science schomo, how intensely ho 
admired Charles Bradlaugh. How substantially ho supported 
his great leader will, wo hope, bo somo day disclosed (though 
it never will bo by himself), if only as a stimulus to other

Freethinkers who are in a position to emulate his example. Mr, 
Anderson was not a mere “  Bradlaughito,”  however ; and his 
generous support of Freethought is still continued. Only a 
week or two ago wo published his noblo offer to give £300 if 
tho Hall of Scionco schomo is supported to tho extent of 3,000 
shares, fairly paid up, within tho next six months. Mr. Ander­
son is a Scotchman, and has all the stubborn tonaclty of liis 
race; ho has also that inexhaustiblo voin of kiudnoss which 
often makes a business Scotchman such a complicated problem. 
He is declining into the valo of years, but still halo and hearty, 
and wo liopo ho will live to sco Freothought achievo tho posi­
tion he thinks it should occupy, and which it soon would 

i occupy if it had twonty Georgo Andorsons instead of ono.

THE FIGHT AT HULL.

B y  the tim e this num ber o f  the F reeth in ker  is on sale 
I shall be on m y  w ay to H u ll. I am b illed  to speak 
there on Thursday night. The hall is engaged fo r  a 
week. M r. Charles Watts, besides being rather unw ell, 
is engaged at Sheffield. Other lecturers cannot leave 
L ondon  on w eek  days. I shall therefore conduct the 
m ission  alone, addressing free m eetings on Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, and M onday, and charging fo r  adm is­
sion  to the lectures on  Sunday. Messrs. B illany  and 
T hom pson  m et m e at G rim sby on  Sunday, and w e 
arranged all the details o f  the business together. 
Special b ills w ill be [printed fo r  the Sunday lectures, 
and I shall see that the C h ief Constable gets one o f 
them , so that he m ay not “ lie  low  ”  on the pretence o f 
ignorance. N ext w eek  I shall g ive  a fu ll account o f 
the [proceedings» I f  the police  take action I shall be

in volved  in an expensive struggle and shall need tho 
fu llest support o f  the Freethought party. I f  they do 
not take action, the W eek 's M ission, w h ich  is necessi­
tated by  tho peculiar cond itions o f  the case, w ill 
involvo  a considerable cost, w h ich  I cannot bear 
personally. G. W . FOOTE.

President, N.S.S.

Messrs. Lawrence and Bullen have published a collection 
of some of Mr. Grant Allen’s recent articles under the title of
Science in Arcady,

#  *  *

The Congregation of the Index has placed on their 
Lihrorum Prohibitorum a volume recently published in Paris 
and Brussels, with tho title of The Idea oj God according to 
Anthropology and History. This should be interesting to the 
trustees of the Hibbert Society, for the volume is but » 
summary of the lectures delivered in England under their 
auspices. Thanks to the advertisement of being placed on 
the Index, it will doubtless have a large sale, and 
perhaps even re-appeir in an English dress.
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UR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

March 5, Hull; 12, Leeds; 16, Hammersmith; 19, Hall of 
Science ; 26, Manchester. April 2 and 9, Hall of Science.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mr . Charles Watts’ Engagements.—March 1,2, 3, Sheffield; 
5, Birmingham ; 12, Hall of Science, London; 19, Bristol; 
26, 27 and 28, Glasgow. April 2 and 9, Birmingham; 
16 and 23, Hall of Science, London ; 30, Sheffield. 
May 7 and 14, Birmingham; 28, Hall of Science, London. 
— All communications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct 
t.n him (with stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville 
Hall, The Crescent, Birmingham.

Disgusted Christian (Belfast).—We cannot deal with anony­
mous letters. Name and address must bo given, though not 
necessarily for publication.

L iverpool.— The writer was only using a fashion of speech, 
and moant nothing immaterial by “  a soul loved and 
admired.” Do you object to “  genius ” because it once moant 
an attendant spirit ?

A. B. D. can obtain the Freethinker every Sunday in Hyde 
Park, near Marble Arch, and Duke-stroet, Manchester-square, 
and James-stroet, Oxford-street, W.

A delphos.—The genuineness of the Moabite stone was 
attacked by a Jewish gentleman, Mr. Lowvy, in the Scottish 
Review, but it is generally accepted. A forger would pro­
bably have made the inscription more accord with Jewish 
and orthodox prejudices.

J. S. M.—Tho nearest approach to the passage wo can find is 
Ezekiel vii. 2, “  An end, the end is come upon the four 
corners of the land.” Rev. vii. 1 speaks of four aDgels 
standing on tho four corners of the earth.

The Freethinker and all Freethought literature can be obtained 
from W. Redhoad, 3 Whitwell-road, Plaistow, E., and 27 
King David-lane, Shadwell, E.

B. A. Millichamp.— Better leave him'alone ; you only make 
the running for him ; and as he will not debate with a leading 
representative Freethinker, it is a very one-sided business. 
It was a very cheap boast on his part to say “  Lot Mr. Watts 
write to me, and I will tell him my answer.”  He knows 
that Mr. Watts would never stoop to do it. It is the last 
refuge of foar. If you leave him alone until he will 
debate, his Birmingham audienco of 60 people will not much 
increase.

J. Burrell.— Always glad to help in that way.
G. L. Mackenzie.— Received with thanks. The jolco is a very 

old one in a partially new dress.
T. Charlton.—rThanks for cuttings. Will wiite on other 

matter.
W. II. (Oldham).— As tho Almanack you refer to is three years 

old it is hardly worth while to troublo about the matter. 
Libels on Thomas Paine do not suffer by contradiction. 
They will die as people learn the truth. Tho “  debauched 
life ” of this great Freethinker is a pious imagination, but it 
has a Hue caroor boforo it still; for, as Ingersoll says, 
nothing in this world flourishes like a good, Bound, healthy 
roligious lie.

D, II. (Edinburgh).— Read Paino’s Age o f Raison, Bradlaugh’s 
Genesis, Wheeler’s Bible Studies ;  then Crimes o f Chris­
tianity ; afterwards such books, if you can get them, as 
Supernatural Religion, Grog’s Creed o f Christendom, and 
Giles’s Hebrew and Christian Recordst — which may be 
accessible in your public library.

Milly IIkarndkn (Maidstone), a little lady of nine, has col­
lected the following for the Children’s Party at the London 
Hall of Science:—R. W. H. 6d., K. II. 5d„ A. II. 6d„ A. C. 
6d., W. B. 6d., R. II. 6d., Milly H. 6d.. J. II. 6d„ J. M. 6d., 
M. M. 6d., W. M. 6d., A. II. Is Total 7s.

Humanitas (Dublin), who is thus known as tho author of 
several interesting Freothought pamphlets, in sending us a 
subscription for tho Hull Fight, says it is evident that the 
object in such cases is to make Freothought lecturos a 
financial failuro. Yes, that’s about it. First, we aro not 
allowed to take doad men’s money; next, wo aro not allowed 
to take living men’s money ; and thus they propose to starve 
our propaganda. But they won’t succeed.

Gull Fiohtino Fund.— Alpha Is., Ilumanitas 5s.; collected at 
Grimsby, £1 3s. 2d.

'• P. Redkern.— Glad to hoar you liko our special numbers 
so greatly. Issuing a supplement, as you suggest, would 
hot help us. It would only be publishing (in reality) a 
second paper at tho same price, and with the same weekly 
°ss ; two burdens, in fact, instead of ono. Otherwise your

^ ’ISgostion is worth considering.
• 0. A insworth.—We aro willing to look at tho M.SJ. if you 
forward it, with stamped onvelopo for possiblo return.

^noWN-— Thanks for cuttings and cheerful letter. 
The N.S.S. Executive has voted £5 for the N.E. Secular 
federation. See “  Sugar Plums.”
• J. H.— The mistake is rectified this week.
AIĴ phAY.—Never believe what Christians say about Free­
thinkers. As a rule, in such cases, they have as much

ethical feeling as a tiger looking for his dinner. Wo 
explained, several weeks ago, the collapse of the negotiations 
for a debate at Spennymoor. The general question was to 
be “ Has Man a Soul?” Mr. Howard drew up the pro­
position he would maintain, and Mr. Foote did the same ; 
but Mr. Howard’s committee wanted to edit Mr. Foote's 
proposition—that is, they wanted him to word it to their 
liking. Ho declined to do so, and refused to discuss with 
them. Mr. Foote’s committee did not even send him the 
demand of Mr. Howard’s committee ; it was so absurd that 
they would not waste their time upon it. Mr. Foote has 
had several debates with Dr. Harrison, Dr. Sexton, Dr. 
McCann, the Rev. J. M. Logan, etc., and ho never found any 
trouble iu negotiations wheu the other side wanted to 
debate.

Papers Received.—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator- 
Open Court—Freideuker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
— Western Figaro — Liberator—Liborty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo — Truthsoeker — Fritankaren—La Raison— 
Church Reformer—Islington Gazette—Printer’s Ink—Man­
chester Saturday Telegram—Christian Commonwealth— 
Staffordshire Sentinel—Glasgow Weekly Herald—Progres­
sive Thinker.

Literary communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi­
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub­
scription expires.

The Freethinker (including the 1 evopenny special number for 
the first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from 
the office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One 
Year, 7s. 6d. ; Half Year, 3s. 9d. ; Three Months, Is. 10 Jd.

Scale op Advertisements.—Thirty words, 1b. 6d. ; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £ l iOs. Special 
terms for repetitions.

DANIEL BAKER.

To-day (March 5) is Daniel Baker’s seventy-eighth birthday. 
To say that time is not telling upon him would bo a foolish 
falsehood; nevertheless he is wonderfully sprightly for his 
age, and his interest in Secularism is as keen and warm as 
ever. Birmingham Secularism owes more than wo can recite 
to Daniel Baker. Ever since wo first visitod the capital of the 
Midlands lie has been the mainstay of the Secular party thore. 
Ilis genorosity provided and maintained Baskorville Hall, and 
his character has shed honor and dignity upon the cause. All 
his lifo ho has beon a friend of progressive movements. To a 
shrewd head ho unites a tender heart; his liberality^ is as 
broad as his intelligence. Justico is hardly done to him by 
tho abovo portrait. It is from a photograph taken ton years 
ago. This was the only ono Mr. Baker could send us, and tho 
engravers have done the best they could with it. Unfortu­
nately it would not boar boing enlarged. He and Mrs. 
Baker, as well as his old friends, will understand this, and 
make any necessary allowance. We should like to see a fine 
portrait of Daniel Baker, to be preserved in Baskerville Hall 
(or elsewhere) when his long day’s work is done,
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S U G A R __ P L U M S .
Noah’s Flood was nearly repeated on Sunday at Grimsby, 

and Mr. Foote’s audiences suffered somewhat in consequence. 
It was a wonder to find any audience at all in the morning 
and afternoon. A fair number, however, braved the weather, 
and their attendance was a compliment to the lecturer. The 
chairmen during the day were Messrs. G. Alward, N. B. 
Billany (of Hull), and J. Alward. A considerable number of 
ladies were present in the evening.

About eighty persons sat down to a five o'clock tea, which 
was excellently served. At the conclusion of the repast, brief 
speeches were made by Messrs. G. Alward, J. Alward, Billany, 
Manton, and S. Alward. Mr. G. Alward. councillor and magi­
strate, proposed a vote of confidence in Mr. Foote as President 
of the N. S. S , and of assurance that he would be supported, 
at least by Grimsby, in any enterprise for the welfare or pro­
tection of the Society. This was carried with unanimity and 
enthusiasm. ____

We are happy to learn that the sale of the Freethinker 
steadily increases in Grimsby. Mr. Wittering, the Branch 
secretary, who is also a newsagent, with a shop in the main 
thoroughfare, began with sixteen copies four years ago and 
has now reached fifty. The improvement has been slow but 
sure, which shows that the paper is making its way on its 
merits.

9s. 9 d .; Ebchester Branch, Is. 9d.— Joseph Brown (secre­
tary), 86 Durham-street, Bentinck, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Bigotry has received a snub at Hanley. At the recent 
quarterly meeting of the Town Council, a recommendation 
of the Town Hall Committee was read to the effect that the 
Secular Society should be granted the use of Victoria Hall 
on Sunday, May 21, for their annual meeting, on the usual 
terms and conditions. This was opposed by Mr. Wood, who 
spoke of the “  harmful tendency ”  of Secularism, especially 
to the “  young.”  The Mayor, however, begged to differ 
from Mr. Wood. He said they did not want orthodox bells 
rung in the Council chamber; they were not the judges of 
other men’s opinions, and Secularists had a just claim to be 
treated like other citizens. The committee’s recommendation 
was adopted by 17 votes to 9 —nearly two to one.

The Westminster and Lambeth Branches held a Conver­
sazione on Sunday. There were short speeches, and recita­
tions were contributed by Messrs. Boss, Simms, Martin, 
H. Stace, E Stace, and Wheeler. A  most enjoyable evening 
was spent. Thanks are due to Mr. Horne for placing the room 
at the Branch’s disposal.

The French Committee of Moral Studies, send us an Essai 
sur l Education Laique. It is published at the low price of 
fifteen centimes (three halfpence), and should command a 
large sale. ____

Mr. Charles Watts lectured on Sunday last at Baskerville 
Hall, Birmingham. We are glad to hear that he had an 
excellent and enthusiastic audience in the evening, when he 
exposed the fallacy of the doctrine of the second coming of 
Christ. There was a spirited debate, and Mr. Watts 
delighted those present with his effective reply to his 
opponent. The Freethinker had a good sale, and the orders 
for the special number were numerous. Mr. Watts lectures 
again in the same hall to-day (March 5).

We call the special attention of our friends in Wolver­
hampton and the surrounding district to the debate which is 
to take place to-morrow (Monday, March 6) at the Exchange 
Hall, Wolverhampton, at 7.45, between Mr. Charles Watts 
and Mr. B. E. Dell (member of the Guild of St. Matthew, 
London, and Christian Socialist), on “  Has the Church been 
a Greater Factor to Human Progress than Secularism ?”  This 
is a good opportunity for Freethinkers to hear Mr. Watts as 
a debater, and we trust all who can will support him by their 
attendance.

The Boston Investigator, noticing our first special number, 
remarks : “  We are glad to see this evidence of prosperity on 
the part of our English contemporary, and rejoice that Mr. 
Foote is at length enjoying somewhat the fruits of a lifelong 
battle for liberty of brain and liberty of man— which he has 
most nobly earned. May his subscription list increase in 
proportion to the merits of his journal.”

We see from the Boston Investigator that Mr. Ernest 
Mendum, now proprietor of that paper, has been delivering 
bis first lecture in Paine Hall, Boston. His subject was 
“  The Immorality of Christianity.”  Mr. Mendum bears an 
honored name, and we are delighted to know he is bent on 
carrying on the battle so gallantly fought by his father.

Mr. J. P. Hopps has been speaking out well in the Echo 
on the question of religion Board schools. As Mr. Hopps is 
one of the few Nonconformists who stand on a definite 
principle, we have pleasure in reproducing his remarks. He 
cays:— "T h e  only safe and sound principle is that a public 
institution, established for the public, paid for by the public, 
used by the public, and managed by the public, should keep 
clear of sectional matters. The public school ought to be a 
purely * secular ’ institution, for the transaction of a perfectly 
well-defined .bit of secular work ; and, but for sectarian 
interests and personal wishes, it would be universally seen 
that what people call ‘ religious instruction ’ has no more 
right to intrude into the public schools than into the public 
bUhs.”  _____

North Eastern Secular Federation—Subscriptions rectived : 
Hubert Richardson, £1 13s.'; per H. Bichardson, £1 10s.; 
per 8. M. Peacock, £2  ; Cap Profit, Is. fid. ; M., 10s.; Shields 
Friends, 12s. 9 d ,; A Friend, I s . ; Gheiter-le-Street Branch,

Dr. T. E. Allinson, the well-known medical man who was 
turned out by the Doctors’ Trade Union, is one of the N.S.8. 
vice-presidents. He lectures to-night (March 5) for the 
Battersea Branch at Chatham Hall on “ Food and Feeding”  
— a subject on which he is a specialist.

Mr. A. B. Moss occupies the London Hall of Science 
platform this evening (March 5), his subject being, “ My 
Path from Superstition to Freethought.”  Wo hope there 
will be a good attendance.

Next Friday evening (March 10) the friendly discussion 
between the Bev. C. Fleming Williams and Mr. G. W. Foote 
takes place at the Hall of Science, London. Mr. Williams is 
an alderman of the London County Council, a popular Non­
conformist minister, and an advanced politician and social 
reformer. The subject to be discussed is "  Christian Views of 
Man and Methods of Progress.”  Admission to the meeting 
will be free, with a collection to defray the necessary 
expenses. A  big gathering is expected. All who want seats 
should come early.

EUSTIO PSALMODY.
A  congregation wonld be hesrd lustily proclaiming their 

defiance of the decalogue in “  I love to steal— I love to steal,”  
while all they meant to do was “  to steal a while away ”  to 
some imaginary realm of spiritual blessedness. “  Stir up this 
stn— stir up this stu,”  was only the “ fuguing”  form of 
“  Stir up this stupid heart to pray.”

And so with “  And take thy pil— and take thy pilgrim 
home.”  “  My poor pol— my poor pol— my poor polluted 
heart,”  “  And more eggs— more eggs— and more exalt our 
joys,”  “  I love the bet— I love thee bettor than before,”  
“ And catch the flee— and catch the fleeting hour,”  and many 
more entertaining instances of perverted sense in song.

Two trebles sang, "  And learn to kiss ”  : two trebles and 
alto, “  And learn to kiss ”  : two trebles, alto, and tenor, “  And 
learn to kiss ” : bass solus, ‘ ‘the rod.”

With reverence let the saints appear 
And bow before the Lord, .

became “ And bow— wow— wow, and bow— ow— ow,”  and 
so on until treble, alto, tenor, and bass (base enough in all 
conscience!) had bow-wowed themselves hoarse and per­
ceptibly apoplectic.— Cornhill Magazine.

Harry is frequently so sleepy at nights that it is hard work 
for him to say his prayers. On one or two occasions his 
mother bad felt obliged to spur him on to greater «netgy by 
telling him to speak up so that “  God and she cbulfi, he»1 
him.”  8bo was recently somewhat shocked after one of bet 
repeated admonitions to hear him say, straightening himsel 
up in bed, “ 0  mother, you and God just make in« tired
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H IN TS TO DEBATERS.

W hen  the wise men met in Greece in the winter and filled 
the air with words of wisdom, the words became frozen ; 
but when summer came, they thawed, and everybody heard 
them. In modern times the press answers the same 
beneficent purpose— the thoughts of men are accessible to 
the lowliest born as well as to the aristocracy of wealth or 
intellect. I f we have but a crude political republic, we 
have to-day a genuine one o f letters.

In my time I have been present at the birth of many 
debating societies, and had the honor of making the first 
speech. It may be useful to recall some of the words spoken 
on those occasions. As these societies one by one disap­
pear, and are followed by new ones in every generation, a 
few  words o f advice may be of interest to the rising gene­
ration concerned with them. The value of debate, like 
everything else, depends on conditions. To be a useful 
member of a debating society, a young man should first 
study grammar and logic as well as read the books of the 
best writers. That is, before he talks in public, he should 
learn to talk correctly, and have something to say worth 
listening to. The society should be the school in which to 
learn to say things well and to the point, to say the right 
thing at the right time. With some exceptions, this art of 
thinking while standing in the face o f critics and opponents 
has to be acquired by practice. Born orators, like born 
poets, are few in number. It is not merely the ability to 
talk that has to be acquired (for that children and parrots 
can do), but the ability to say something, and say it well. 
This is more important than is generally recognised. A 
man may have vast stores of information 'without the 
capacity to impart it in public speech. It has often appeared 
to me a great anomaly that men from our universities with 
M .A., B A.^or D.D. after their names, should be incapable 
of reading and speaking in public so as to be heard and 
understood. This seems the more remarkable because it is 
known that their function in life is to do the very thing in 
which they appear to have had but little training.

In these days of schools and debating societies it should 
be considered a reproach to a young man to talk all his life 
without learning to talk accurately and to some useful end. 
Debate wakens the senses and sharpens the judgment As 
all our knowledge comes by comparison, it must follow that 
truth may be elicited by statements being made by different 
speakers, and compared by different minds, that look at 
questions from different points o f view. There is only one 
class of people who need avoid debate or eschew public 
discussion— those who cannot listen to contradictions, 
fearing the truth may come out of the conflict. One thing 
is obvious—those who listen to only one side may go wrong 
all their lives. They do not avail themselves o f the only 
or chief means of avoiding erroneous conclusions.

To be free from doubt or perplexity, hear only one 
side, and that will also ensure ignorance and stupidity. 
Those who admit or expect some good may arise from 
debate may still be open to suggestions as to how it should 
be conducted. I take it as a matter beyond dispute that a 
man’s conclusions, arrived at after free and fair discussion, 
are better worth attention, and that he will make a better, 
citizen, than one who has made no inquiries, but has swal­
lowed his opinions in a lump and rushed to conclusions with 
a jump. But men vary in their degrees of industry and 
patience. Temperaments differ, impatience prevails among 
those whoso master is knowledge. Self-control, regard for 
ethers, tolerance of differences, are among the benefits 
derivable from debate, especially early in life, before all 
our conclusions appear to be written by unerring sunbeams.

It may be admitted that advice on this as on other 
subjects is more easily given than followed Be that as it 
may, it appears to me best that there should  be, in all 
discussions, honesty and sincerity, soft words and hard 
arguments. The person who knows the facts on any ques- 
'ion, and knows how to state them, is sure to be master in 
any free and fair fight. Loud talk and vituperation are 
not desirable or essential. Avoid pretending to knowledge, 
f  here are two ways o f sustaining an argum ent: one is by 
submitting facts within our >own Knowledge, and the other 
°n the authority of those who have ascertained the facts 
on the question. The one who uses either of these methods 
has nothing to fear from the floundering and blundering of 
n>8 opponents. The great point is, in quoting, to be able 
to verify, give chapter and verg«.

A  brief rule for young beginners is,— Get your point, 
keep your point, clear your point, and then sit down. The 
latter is important, as many persons neglect to leave off 
when they have finished. It is the best policy to combat 
opinions, not persons; however gifted with wit or 
sarcasm, to avoid saying spiteful things, all bitterness of 
speech. By this it is not intended that solemnity and 
stupidity are more befitting debate than wit and lively 
rapartee. One of the best aids to a well-conducted debate 
is to get well prepared before you begin it.

A  young friend of mine used to occasion much merriment 
by telling us going home what might have been said with 
advantage! But that is not the way to influence discus­
sion ; to do that, as I have intimated, the right thing must 
be said at the right time, and in the right way.

It is desirable to master the definite meanings o f terms 
that always crop up in debates, such as logic, evidence, 
facts, argument, inference, proof, truth, error, science, etc. 
A  clearly defined notion of the true import of words may 
shorten discussion, but it greatly increases its value. This 
elementary knowledge of the meaning of words not only 
adds interest to listeners, but clearness and simplicity save 
much time when the speakers themselves know exactly 
what they mean. Young beginners will do well to strive 
to say the most they can in the least time, for, though ver­
bosity may be entertaining, it is not necessarily instructive. 
In much council there may be wisdom, but in much talking 
there is generally a great deal of nonsense. Many of the 
best sayings have been compressed into a single sentence.

Many people use two or three words to explain one, but 
a good debater does not repeat himself; he never use3 two 
words when one is sufficient to convey his meaning.

These few hints may not appear very profound, but they 
will be found useful when practically applied Simple as 
they are, if they are adhered to they will render meetings 
pleasant, make it possible for some to know more at the 
end than at the beginning, or have their minds directed to 
some new aspect of things. If they are not needed, so 
much the better. CHARLES C. Ca t t e l l .

THE CURATE.

0  gentle boy, with smooth, whito brow,
1 would I were cocksure as thou !
So well you clear away all doubt,
So plainly point our pathway o u t;
So well you tell us what is truth,
And probe the hearts of ago and youth.
0  gentle boy, with smooth, whito brow,
1 would I  were cocksuro as thou !
You prattle o f the earth, the sea,
And life that is, and is to b o ;
You sit on Huxley’s latest fad,
And prove all pessimism bad.
Things wc found hard to understand 
We take on trust at your command.
Alas ! I ’m sixty-fivo, so, now,
I  ne’er can bo cocksuro as thou.

— Pall Mall Gazette. A n d a n t e .

Josephus, Clement, and many Christian fathers declared 
that in their own day the statue of Lot’s wife remained, and 
even, the shocking old fathers declared, gave signs of femi­
ninity. A little girl on a cattle ranch would have confuted 
them. Told the story at Sunday-school the teacher ended 
the tale bv saying, j “  For all they knew the pillar of salt 
may be there now ”  “  Was that a cattle country ?” asked
the girl. “  I think so.”  “  Well, let me tell you those cattle 
would have licked her up long ago.”

The evasion of Bible difficulties by our Christian Evidence 
friends puts us in mind of the story of the negro preacher 
who, touched by “  higher criticism,”  once elaborated.a new 
theory of the Exodus,— to wit, that the Red Sea was frozen 
over, and so afforded the Israelites a safe passage ; but, when 
Pharaoh, with his heavy iron chariots, attempted to cross he 
broke through, and was drowned. A brother arose and asked 
an explanation of that “  p’int.”  Said he : “  I’s been studyin’ 
g’ography, and de g ography say dat am de place whar the 
tropics am, and de tropics am too hot for freezing. De p int 
to bo ’splained is ’ nout breakin’ through de ice.”  The preacher 
straightened himself up, and said : “  Brudder, glad you axed 
dat question, for it gives me ’casion to ’splain it. You see 
dat war a great while ago, befo’ they had any geographies, 
and befo’ Here war any tropics.”
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THE ATHEIST OF GLENROY.

The most trifling ecclesiastical matter, whether it appertains 
to Church discipline or some doctrinal point, throws a 
Highland village into convulsions of excitement. A  death, a 
birth, or a marriage are occurrences which are completely 
eclipsed by a question affecting either the orthodoxy of the 
minister or any of the members of the church. Occasionally 
this religious bigotry leads to serious, and in the present 
instance, tragic results. Three years ago the straggling 
village o f Glenroy, at the foot of the Grampians, found itself 
one morning in the throes of a religious upheaval. The 
minister discovered, posted on the entrance door to the 
manse, a document which ran as follows :—“  Thou hypocrite, 
first cast the beam out of thino own eye, and then shalt thou 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.”

This scathing scriptural injunction was regarded by the 
Rev. Mr. M’Fadyn and his family as an insult which must be 
resented, and the reverend gentleman put himself in commu­
nication with the local policeman and sanitary inspector of 
Glenroy. The officer subjected the document to a miaute 
criticism, but failed to throw any light on the subject. It 
was then handed to the blacksmith, an expert in the 
detection of handwriting, but he too failed to identify the 
caligraphy. Suspicion, however, centred itself on the person 
of John Grant, the carpenter o f Glenroy. The minister was 
a fussy, excitable body, and the custodier o f all the gossip in 
the place. His sermons were o f the milk-and-water order— 
thin, shallow, and lacking vitality.

Grant had a monopoly of joiner work in the village. He 
was young, not more than two and twenty, a good workman, 
a voracious reader, and the possessor of a strong, healthy 
brain. Ho had been in Glenroy for a couple o f years, and 
during that time ho had proved himself sober, steady, and 
industrious, and even the gossips failed to point to a single 
flaw in his moral character. His only infirmity was weak 
eyes, largely due to continuous reading. In the village he 
was highly respected, and held an office in the church. 
Grant had a young wife and child. Both were delicate and 
ill-equipped for bearing up against misfortunes. Mrs. Grant 
and her husband loved each other with a lovo that could only 
bo suppressed with death. They were comfortablo and happy 
in Glenroy, and out o f his earnings Grant had succeeded in 
transforming their cottage into one of the cosiest in the 
village.

He, however, had incurred tho displeasure o f the Rev Mr. 
M’Fadyn. In Glenroy, as in most villages now, there was a 
debating society which held its weekly meetings in the 
schoolhouso, and those responsible for drafting the syllabus 
for tho session stupidly, I think, placed on tho paper for 
discussion, tho question whether tho Mosaic account of 
creation was reconcilablo with tho discoveries o f modern 
geological science.

Tho result of tho discussions on this particularly con­
troversial subject not only ruined Grant’s prospects in tho 
village, but eventually, as tho sequel will show, killed him, 
The Rev. Mr. M’Fadyn was one of tho audiences, and at the 
outset, before the discussion began, expressed regret that 
such a subject should have been selected by tho committee. 
Ho thought that a voto of censure should bo passed upon tho 
members. Tho discussion of Buch a question, he said, could 
bo productive of nothing but evil, and ho would bo greatly 
astonished if any of those present would have tho hardihood 
to tako the negative side in the debate.

Grant was one of tho members o f tho committee, and it was 
to him that Mr. M’Fadyn’s remarks were directed. Despite, 
however, tho sneers o f the cloric, tho carpenter launched out 
for tho irreconcilability o f tho Bible with science. Ho had 
dipped deeply into the works of Darwin, Huxley, and Herbert 
Spencer, and aftor quoting from the writings o f these 
scientists, ho had tho uudacity to clinch his arguments by 
reading an extract from tho writings of the great French 
Freethinker and satirist, Voltaire.

Mr. M’Fadyn was horrified. No more unsettling speech 
had ever been delivered in Glenroy, and tho minister 
denounced tho carpenter thore and then as a materialist of 
tho blackest dye. That debate, as I have said, sealed tho 
doom of Grant in tho village. Although ho would not recant 
any of tho opinions expressed by him, Grant admitted to his 
intimate friends that ho had committed a blunder, that 
he was injudicious in speaking as ho did.

A  meeting o f tho kirk session was convened, and tho 
carpenter was deposed from office, and from that day forward 
he absented himself from tho weekly ministrations of Mr. 
M’Fadyn. Tho minister refused to administer the rite o f 
baptism to his child, even though Grant’s young wife with 
tearful eyes went Nicodemus-like to tho manse to plead with 
him. I f  the carpenter were a criminal o f the worst type, he 
could not have been subjected to coarser social ostracism. 
His friends shunned him in the streets, and to strangei s he 
was pointed out as tho “  Atheist ” o f Glenroy. He bore the 
oueliness o f the situation so far as it concerned himsell with

equanimity, but when his delicate wife was spurned by her 
neighbors for his indiscretion, it occurred to him that he had 
reached a crisis in his life.

It was shortly after Mr. M’Fadyn refused to christen the 
child that the notice appeared on the manse door. Suspicion, 
as I have said, fell on Grant, although subsequently he 
denied any knowledge of it. The villagers, however, believe 
that he wrote it and posted it on the door, and the minister 
aided in giving the belief credence. Grant’s business began 
to dwindle. The people of the village first gave him tho cold 
shoulder and then the surrounding farmers, upon whom he 
mainly relied, boycotted him and went with their work 
several miles rather than employ as they phrased it in 
Gaelic “  the arch Atheist of Glenroy.”

Eight months had passed since Grant was put under the 
clerical boycott, four of which he had been completely idle. 
One morning he told his wife that he had decided to quit the 
village and try his luck in Glasgow. She neither expressed 
approval nor disapproval of his resolution. Tho ready cash 
they had was exhausted, and as a last resort he determined 
to dispose of his furniture by public roup—the only method 
which the Highlander has in getting rid o f his effects when 
migrating to any part o f the country.

Bills with a list o f the effects wero extensively posted 
throughout the district;, and on a certain day tho auctioneer 
put in an appearance at the carpenter's cottage. The hour 
for commencing tho sale camo round, but not a solitary 
purchaser turned up. Grant understood the situation. Ho 
paid tho auctioneer his fee, and tho carpenter, despondent 
but not without courage, entered his cottage. The following 
day a broker from a neighboring town bought Grant’s fur­
niture, and that samo evening the Atheist and his wife and 
child were en route for Glasgow.

1 Tho furniture realised some seven or eight pounds, and 
with this small pittance Grant began a struggle for life in 
Glasgow in December o f 1890. Ho secured a one-room house 
in tho Cowcaddens, amongst a class of people as wretched and 
degraded as that of Glenroy was bigoted and intolerant. It 
was a great change for Mrs. Grant and her little child. The 
language o f the slums grated harshly on her oars, and even 
the deep silence of Glenroy, with tho taunts and jeers o f its 
people, were a thousand times preferable to hep lifo in the 
Cowcaddens.

Grant searched day after day for] work, without any success. 
He had no friends to whom he could appeal for advice, and 
tho rough country work to which ho was accustomed seriously 
interfered with his chances of securing employment in tho 
city. The mother pined for the country, and tho bright smilo 
o f tho child was gone, and its place taken by an oddly gravo 
and eager look. Thoy were reduced to the vergo of destitu­
tion, and “  near a thousand tables pined and wanted food.” 
Worst of all, and as if meant to fill their cup of misery to tho 
brim, tho baby was takon ill with tho measles, und in less 
than twenty-four hours had passed away to a land far away 
beyond tho remotest stars, whero there is neither hail nor 
snow, and tho winds blow evor gently. This was a sad blow 
to the parents, and mother and fathor woro completely bowed 
down with sorrow. While Grant and Mrs. Grant wero seated 
in silence round tho fircless grate tho day aftor tho death of 
tho child, a knock was heard at tho door. Grant answered 
it. It was a missionary.

“  May I como in P” ho asked in subdued tonos. “  I might 
be ablo in some slight way to comfort you?”

”  You can render mo no service, sir, and therefore pleaso 
do not disturb us in oar sorrow,”  tho carpontcr said, in a 
quiet but tremulous voice.

“  Would you not permit mo to offor a prayor ? Tho poor 
mother might dorive some comfort if you wouldn’t,” con­
tinued the missionary.

“  Prayer for what?” said Grant, fiorcoly, his eyes gleaming 
liko coals of fire, and his brows knit. “ Is it,”  ho went on, 
with groat rapidity, and in a loud, despairing voice, “  becauso 
I havo boon robbed of my child, my first born and only one, 
that you would pray ? Your profession has blastod my lifo 
and murdered my child. Pleaso go a w a y a n d  ho closed 
tho door.

That evening all that was left of tho furnituro was disposed 
of. The house was literally displenished o f every article ; 
but tho child, Grant afterwards remarked, was “  decently 
buried.”  Tho following day man and wife separated. Grant’s 
eyes completely failed him, and ho saw that ho would have 
been moro of a burden to his faithful wifo than a help. She 
fortunately obtainod admission into a homo of industry in the 
city, and sho has remained there ever since, bearing a name 
that is irreproachable.

Tho carpenter drifted to tho low lodging-housos in tho 
centre o f tbo city. Despair and sorrow wrockod him. He 
had a racking cough, which oven tho rough inmates o f tho 
lodging-houses whero ho put up at rofusod to submit to. In 
the spring he was admitted to the Western Infirmary, osten­
sibly to get cured o f his cough, but, as it turned out, to die. 
When the apple trees were in blossom in Glenroy, and tho 
daisies and bluebells covered tho dales, the spirit o f “ the 
Atheist”  went out to him who gave it.— Glasgow W ttH y  
Mail,
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B O O K  C H A T .

OLD BOOK STALLS.
The Farringdon-road costermongers have lately had a fight 

with the City Corporation, and they have come oil victorious— 
at least for the present. Many of their stalls, especially fruit 
stalls, are pitched right outside the new Vegetable Market, in 
which the Corporation has invested a fabulous sum of money, 
and which seoms to be a melancholy failure. At any rate, it 
is not yet a second Covent Garden.

*  #  *

Right in the middle of these fruit and sweetstuff and 
miscellaneous stalls, varied with medicine stands (pills 
inclusive) that have a marvellous fascination for people who 
don’t look much out of sorts ; right in the middle of them, we 
«ay, is a bookstall kept by Mr. Roberts, who has led the coster­
mongers in their triumphant struggle. Mr. Roberts is not a 
young man, but ho is hale-looking and straight as a bolt. 
There is a touch of the Gipsy about him; he would be an 
appropriate figure, in smart velvet corduroy, at the tail of a 
Gipsy van. He knows something about books, and has sold 
uncounted tons to the passers-by. Sometimes his stall has 
little but rubbish on i t ; at other times thero are some good 
volumes ; and occasionally you may pick up a “  find.” It was 
Mr. Roberts, I believe, who once sold an original Shelley (I 
forget the precise poem) for a few pence, for which the lucky 
purchaser realised several times as many pounds.

*  *  *

Mr. Roberts is all alone in his glory (as a bookseller! in that 
part of the Farringdon-road; but higher up, towards Clerken- 
well-road, against the dead wall of the Metropolitan cutting, 
there is a long procession of old bookstalls, which has 
increased of late years, and now threatens to extend to a point 
at which the salesmen will have to ballot for places.

*  *  *

Nature is infinitely various. She knows nothing about 
“  equality.”  As a matter of fact no two men are aliko. 
Every man in the world is really unique ; there never waB one 
like him before, and there never will bo one like him agaiu. 
Variety is to bo seen among these bookstall men as well as 
elsewhere—perhaps more so ; and the contrast is as groat on 
the barrows as among the owners—or rather the owners of the 
books, for, we believe, the barrows are mostly hired. There is 
the millionaire stall-keeper who has books worth five shillings, 
and sometimes more. lie comos out oidy on special days, liko 
Saturday, when peoplo are flush of money. There is also the 
poor stall-keeper, who despairs of pricing his stock separately, 
and puts a penny ticket on “  the blooming lot.”  Thero is 
likewise the inter-trading stall-keeper— the middleman of the 
trade, so to speak—who buys of the others and sells at a 
profit; turning an honest penny out of his superior knowledge 
of a certain class of books.

* • #
Bibliophilism—some peoplo call it bibliomania—is an absorb­

ing passion. The bibliophile cannot enter a library without 
sampling the books, sometimes beyond what Charles Lamb 
would call “  an allowable freedom.”  Even a street bookstall 
attracts him. Ten to one there is nothing thero he wants, but 
then there is the odd chance, and after all the things are hooks; 
Poor, humble, obscuro, time-worn and ragged, but Btill rela­
tives, howover distant, of the sovereign volumes of famous 
collections.

* * *
The bibliophile stops, examines volume after volume, and at 

*ast finds he lias wasted half an hour. Generally speaking, 
that is ; for occasionally ho will find something worth buying; 
out when all is said and done, ,if ho reckons his time worth 
a,lything, his best bargains are seldom very cheap.

*  *  *

hint tho bibliophile is not so much after bargains as dis- 
?°vorios, and books ho nover (or hardly ovor) could meet with 
111 a shop or a catalogue,‘ turn up on thoso stalls. The present 
"'titer, for instanco, who is an admirer of old John Donno,

grave and magisterial Donne,
as browning calls him, could not for lovo or monoy procuro a 
,, t>y of his rare Ignatius's Conclave ; but one day, passing 

6 procession of stalls in a hurry, he darted at one for a 
cnient, and picked up a shabby duodecimo, and lo I it con- 
'ned the vory thing sought for during many years in vain, 

p'th tho Problems and Paradoxes and Essays on Divinity. 
t ’ ,lrl>anco undo tho hurried bibliophilo tho owner of this 
teaeuro.

onaetimos you may pick up a dirt-cheap folio, Theso 
d0J  (  volumes seldom go beyond a shilling. Tho purchaser 
\  his own carriago, and tho labor counts in tho bargain. 
b W nely Pr*n ĉ<̂  L'Adont by Marino, or Androwes on tho 
at (¡rilan<lraonts, or Gordon’s Tacitus, is worth carrying away 

the price.
W W W

W um^P8 you on a moro m°d °rn kook you have long 
hiin ’  not wort'1 a high price, perhaps, but out, of print and 
tha, ?urabl°. Sometimes it is worth a good price. What ia 

1 shabby quarto with no title outside P You look at tho

title-page, take a shilling out of your pocket, and walk off 
with Sir William Drummond’s Academical Questions.

*  *  #

Here is an original edition of Berkeley’s Sirius for two­
pence ; here a copy of Grenville’s Maxims and Characters— 
one of the few English books of that species worth reading— 
for threepence; here is Anthony Collins’s Essay on Free- 
th in h in g  for sixpence, and there Bentley’s slashing but shallow 
reply for the same amount; here is the rare Spirit o f  Love, by 
William Law, for fourponce ; here is the fifth edition, carefully 
revised and corrected, of the Dissertation on Parties, by Caleb 
D’Anvers, Esq. (Lord Bolingbroke), with the fine symbolic 
frontispiece, which you don’t get in the collected editions— 
price twopence; hero is a duodecimo prose volume by old 
Quarles for threepence—infinitely better reading than you 
would expect after Dr. Johnson’s criticism.

*  *  *

Room is lacking to expatiate on this tempting subject. We 
therefore close with a hope that the “  progress of improve­
ment ” will long spare the stroet bookstalls in London. They 
make no litter and no noise, and they circulate cheap volumes, 
often of an edifying as well as interesting character, among a 
multitude of persons who would seldom enter a bookshop—to 
say nothing of the bibliophile, who, being a harmless if 
irrational creature, may claim a little consideration from his 
more reasonable fellow citizens, who do not condescend from 
“  business ”  to such trifles as his weak brain affects.

THEOLOGY AND THEFT.

W hen some poor wretch by hunger driven, 
Snatches another’s purse, he’s given 
From three to six months' hard,” because 
His crime is known to British laws

As “  common thieving.”

But when a canting Pharisee,
Afire with vile cupidity,
Extorts, in sweet Religion's name,
A  fortune from his friend, tho game

Is “  Christian brotherhood.”

The man who breaks through bars and locks 
Into another’s house, and knocks 
Tho laws o f property asido 
By annexation, must be tried

As a wicked burglar.

A  safer gamo he might havo scored,
With some rich “  brother in tho Lord 
A  “  hundred thousand ”  might have passed 
Into his hands, and he been classed 

—Society. As a Closo Plymouthian !

A great many people have “ G od”  on the brain. They 
want this word tacked up, like a horse shoe, over every door 
in the land to scare away some devil that is on the lookout 
for his human prey. We know of no class of people more 
God-crazy than the Scotch Presbyterians— these Christians 
who are working to put God into our national constitution. 
Now, it may be that we should have a better government if 
there was an acknowledgment in the constitution that God is 
the source of the authority of the nation, when we know that 
the people are, but we do not see it. These Presbyterians 
call our great national charter a “  secular instrument,”  and 
say it is "  immoral ”  because God’s name is omitted from it. 
We take exception to this slander, and submit that the 
constitution would be immoral if it acknowledged God^as the 
source of the nation’s authority, because it would then contain 
a lie. This government is founded upon the people, and to 
make any other declaration is to declare a falsehood. It is 
the glory of our nation that it is secular. Should the time 
ever como when the national constitution should have God in 
it, its glory would be gone.— Boston Investigator.

A German student, wrestling with the English language, 
rendered a well-known text as follows— "T h e  ghost is 
willing but the meat is feeble.”

An exchange wants to know “  why it is, with so many 
negroes dying, nobody sees a black ghost.”  It is for the 
same reason that, with so many white people dying, nobody 
ever sees a white ghost.

A Sunday-school teacher was talking to the boys of her 
class about “  eternal rest.”  “  Now boys,’ ’ she said, “  tell me 
what it is your father’s most desire when they return 
home from their labors all tired out. Tell me what they 
want more than anything else.”  “  Beer,”  exclaimed their 
little voices in unison.
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LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notice» of Lecture», etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “  Lecture Notice, ”  if  not sent on post-card.] 
L O N D O N .

Battersea— Chatham  H a ll (adjoining Battersea Park Station, 
L C D .R . ) :  8, D r. T . R . A llin son , “ Food and Feeding,”  w ith  
diagram s (3d ., fid., and Is.)

B eth n al G reen— L ibra H all, 78 L ibra-road, E o m a n -ro a d : 7.30, 
C. Cohen w ill lecture. M onday at 9, C. Cohen’s science class.

Cam berw ell— «1 N ew  O hurcn-road, 8 .B . ; 7.30, J . M . Robertson, 
“ L ife W ith o u t R elig ion .”  F riday at 8, J . R ow ney, “ T h e  B ible  
Opposed to science and M o ra lity ”  (free). Free science classes 
(h ygien y and astronom y) every F riday evening at 7.30.

Finsbury B ranch, M inor H a ll of S c ien ce : M arch 4 , at 8, con- 
cert. Sunday at 12, m em bers’ m onthly m eeting.

H a ll ot 8cxence, 142 O ld-street, B .U .: 11.15, W . A . Stew art,
“ T h e  Property O w n ers: a Plea for L ib e r ty ”  ( fr e e ); 6.30, m usical 
selections; 7, A . B . Moss, “ M y Path from  Superstition to Free- 
th ou gh t ”  (3d., 6d., and Is.) W ednesday at 8.15, a lecture (free).

H am m ersm ith — H am m ersm ith  Club, 1 T he G ro v e : T hursday  
at 8, A . B . Moss, “  W h y  C h ristianity has Failed ”  (free).

L am beth — M r. R oger’s, 114 K ennington-road : 7.30, im portant 
business m eeting.

N o ttin g  b i l l  G ate— “ D uke of Y o rk ,”  K ensington-place, S ilver- 
street: M onday at 8.30, business m eeting.

Progressive Association, Fenton H all, 81 Pentonville-road : 7, 
C. D . Collet, “  U g a n d a : the Process of C ivilisation, 1885-92 ; the  
M issionary Supplem ented by the M ilitary  ”  (free) ; preceded by 
vocal ana instrum ental m usic.

O p kn - a ir  P r o p a g a n d a .
Battersea P ark -gates: 11.15, C. Cohen, “ R elig ion  and Free- 

th ou gh t.”
H yde Park (near M arb le-arch ): 11.30, W .H e a fo rd , “ T he R evolt 

A ga in st C h ristianity .”
C O U N T R Y .

A berdeen— Oddfellow s’ H a ll B uildings (H a ll N o. 5, u p sta irs): 
6.30, m on th ly  concert.

A rd w ick — Co-operative H a ll, D ow n in g-street; M arch 7, 8, 9, 
and 10, debate between George W ise  and Stanley Jones ; M arch 7 
and 8, on “  Theism  or A th eism  . w hich is the m ore Reasonable ?” ; 
M arch 9 and 10, on “ Has M an a S o u l?” ; each evening at 7.45.

B elfast— Crown Cham bers H a ll, 64 R o y a l-a v en u e : 7, H u gh  
Gordon, “  E vo lu tion .”

B irm in g h am — B askerville H all, Crescent, Cam bridge-street : 
Charles W atts , 11, “ A  Social and Theological Outlook ” ; 7, “ W h y  
I  L eft the C hristian P arty.”

Bradford— U nity Lodge Room s, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, A . J. 
B o yle , “  Experiences in Brazil ”  ( fr e e ) ; collection in  aid of the  
Cinderella c lu b .

B risto l— Shepherd’s H a ll, Old M a rk et-street: 7, business m eet- 
in g and lecture by J . Rogers, «  M aster and W ork m an .”

C h atham — Secular lla ll , Queen’s-road, N ew  B ro m p to n : 11, 
J. B . Coppock, “  The Conversion of the E n g lis h ” ; 2 45, Sunday- 
school for ch ild ren ; 7, J. B. Coppock, “  A n im a l and P lan t L ife  : a 
Chapter in E v o lu tio n ”  (lantern illustrations).

D erby— M ission H a ll, top of Sacheverel-street, N orm anton- 
ro a d : M onday at 7.30, W . H . W h itn e y , “  V oltaire .”

Glasgow — E x-M ission H a ll, 110 B ru n sw irk -street: 12, discus-ion  
class, J . Cow ie, “  C hristianity and T oleration ”  ; 6 .30, It. L aurie, 
“ Prom inent Men of the E ig h teen th  C en tu ry ."

J a r n w — Co-operative H a ll (sm all room ), M arket.st(u are : 7, 
business m e e tin g ; 7.30, a lecture.

Leeds— W averley  H a ll, Y ork Buildings, N ew  York-street, K irk - 
j a t e :  7, M r. D yche (Fabian), “ M odern Socialism .’

Liverpool — O ddfellow s’ H a ll, a t. A u n e -street: 7, M r. D oeg, 
“ Israel in  E gy p t.”

M anchester N .B .S ., Secular H a ll, R usholm e-road, O xford-road, 
A ll  S a in ts ': John G range, 3. “  T he L abor Church : its Basis and 
Objects Considered ”  ; 6.30, “ U nbelief, the M ainspring of Progress.’ 

N ew castle-on .T yne— Eldon H a ll, t  C la y to n -stie e i: 7, G. Selkirk,
“  Equality and Fraternity.”

P ly m o u th — loo U n ion -street: 7, a m eeting.
P ortsm outh— W ellin g to n  H a ll, W ellin gton -street, S o u tlo e a : 

3, m u tu al im provem ent class; 7, M r. M ercer, “ T h e  Principles of 
Secularism .”

R eadin g— Foresters’ H a ll, W e st-s tre e t: 7, W . P. Soper, a R ead- 
in g  from  T hom as Paine’s Age o f Reason.

dhettlel»!— H a ll of ocienoe R ock in gn am -street: S 'a n ley  Jones, 
11, “ God and S o u l” ; 3, “ N oah and L ot— Flood and F ir e ” ; 7, 
“ A n  Im peachm en t of C h ristianity ”  ; tea at 5.

South Shields— Capt. Duncan’s N avigation  sch oo l, K in g -street: 
7, business m ee tin g ; 7.3o, M r. M ills, “  The Gods and th eir O rigin .”  

W olv erh am p ton — Athenaeum  A ssem bly R oom , Q ueen-street: 
3, general m ee tin g ; 7, G . liayliffe, “ science and T h eo so p h y ”  
(free). M onday at 7.45, in E xchange H a ll, debate between R . F . 
D ell and Charles W atts on “  Has the Courch been a G reater  
F actor to  H u m an  Progress than Secularism  ?”  ( is  , 6d ., anti 3d.)

LiEUT UKEKS' L J S H t A t i f c i M E f S T b .
T o u z e a u  P a r k is , Clare Lodge, 32 U pper Stall, H am m ersm ith , 

L ondon, W .— March 26, H a ll of Science. A p ril 2, C a m b erw ell; 
16, B r is to l ; 30, H a ll of Science. M ay  7, C am berw ell.

H . o n e l i , 6 M on k -street, W o o lw ich .— M arch 12, B a ttersea ; 
19, C a m b erw ell; 20, B lack h eath  L iberal C lu b ; 26, L ib ra  H all. 
A p r il 2, M anchester,

A r t h u r . B . ¡doss, 44 C redon-road, K o th e rh ith e , L on d on , c. r.. 
—  M arch 5 , H a ll of S cien ce ; 12, W alw orth  Radical C lu b ; 19, 
H y d e Park. A p r il 2, N ew  B ro m p to n ; id , H yde P a r k ; 2o, H am - 
in ersm ith .

C. J . H u n t , 48 F ordingley -road , St. P eter’ s P ark , L ondon, W .—. 
M arch 12, m ., B a ttersea ; 19, B eth n al G reen ; 26, m  , H yde Park.

S. H . A l iso n , 52 V assall-road , B rixton , S .W .— M arch 15, H a ll 
of Science. A p ril 9, m ., W ood  G re e n ; 16, Manchester.

S t a n l e y  J o n es , 53 M arlborough-r >ad, H ollow av, London, N .—  
M arch 5, S h elie ld ; 7, 8, 9, 10, M anchester; 12 and 13, H u ll ;
14, B everley ; 19, P ly m o u th ; 26, B irm ingham  ; 30, H am m ersm ith . 
A p ril 2, R e a d in g ; 12, H ail of S cience; 24 and 25, Sunderland ; 
29, A rb ro a th ; 30, Aberdeen. M ay  7, Edinburgh.

S a m  S t a n d r in o , 2 M orton-street, C -on-M , M anchester.— A p ril 16, 
Hull.

J . G h ee v z -F is iie r , 78 ■a rro gate-road , Leeds.—  M arch 19, Leeds

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

The Grand Old Book. A reply
to the Grand Old Man. An Ex­
haustive answer to the Right Hon. 
W . E. Gladstone's “  Impregnable 
Rock of Holy Scripture.”  Is. 
Bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four
Nights’ Public Debate with Annie 
Besant. Is. Superior edition, in 
cloth, 2s.

Christianity and Secularism.
Four Nights’ Public Debate with 
the Rev. Dr. James McCann. Is. 
Superior edition, in cloth, Is. Gd.

Darwin on God. Gd. Superior
edition, in cloth, Is.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Comic Sermons and other

F a n t a s ia s . Contents: A  Sermon 
on Summer— A  Mad Sermon— A  
Sermon on Sin— A  Bishop in the 
Workhouse— A  Christmas Sermon 
Christmas Eve in Heaven— Bishop 
Trimmer’s Sunday Diary— The 
Judge and the Devil— Satan and 
Michael— The First Christmas—  
Adam’s Breeches— The Fall of 
Eve— Joshua at Jericho— A  Baby 
God— Sermon on Judas Iscariot. 
Price 8d.

Reminiscences o f Charles 
Bradlangh. Od.

Infidel Death-Beds. Second
edition, much enlarged, 8d. On 
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Letters to the Clergy. First 
Series. 128pp. Is.

A  Defence of Free Speech.
Three Hours’ Address to the Jury 
before Lord Coleridge. W ith a 
Special Preface and many Foot­
notes. 4d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d. 
Rome or Atheism—tho Great

Atheism and M orality. 2d. 
The Bible God. 2d.
W hat Was Christ? A Reply

to J. S. Mill. 2d.
M y Resurrection. A Missing

Chapter from the Gospel of 
Matthew, discovered by G. W . 
Foote. 2d.

The Folly o f Prayer. 2d. 
Ingersollism Defended agst

Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Christianity and Progress.

A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
Mrs. Bezant’s Theosophy. A

Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy.

A  Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.
The New Cagliostro. An

Open Letter to Madame Blavat- 
sky. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An
Open Letter to Bishop Magee 
on the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

Salvation Syrup; or Light
on Darkest England. A  Reply 
to General Booth. 2d.

The Shadow o f the Sword.
A  Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. 2d.

Royal Paupers. Showing
what Royalty docs for the People, 
and what the People do for 
Royalty. 2d.

The Dying Atheist. A Story,
id.

Was Jesus Insane ? A Bcarch-
ing inquiry into the mental con­
dition of the Prophet of Nazareth. 
Id.

Is the Bible Inspired? A
Criticism on Lux Jfumli. Id.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’
Converted Atheist. A  Lie in 
Five Chapters. Id.

Alternative, lid.
Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

ROBERT FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.0.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-M ALTJHJSIANISM  IS, I  B E L IE V E ,

TRUE MORALITY,  or T H E  T H E O R Y  AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLM ES, M .M .L., M .V.S., M.N.S.S.
1G0 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

Price Is., post fr e e .
% *  In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at ONE PENNY, post free 2d. Copies of the padiphlet for distribution Is. 
a doz. post iree.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Holmes 
pamphlet . . . is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Maltbusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi­
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, I)r. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both the Book and the Pamphlet may be had of It. Foitl)EU,28 Stone­
cutter-street, London, or of the Author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

Ernest Renan & Jesus Christ
By COL. R. G. INGEH30LL.

C. C o h e n ,  154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—March 
5 ,m., .Battersea j e., Libra Hall; 12,Manchester; 1 9, Edmonton; 
26, Camberwell.

Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
. Robort Forder, 28JStonocuttor-stroot,,iE.O.
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OPEN yo u r EYES
To tha fact that we are now supplying thousand« 
of persona with lirst-class Tailoring at WHOLESALE  
PRICES. '1 his is an absolute saving of 50 percent. 

.W h y  support middlemen? Trousers to measure, 
•r>s. Gd., 7s. Gd., 8s. Gd., 9s. 6d., 10s. Gd.. in all colors. 
Send waist and leg measure, and Postal Order, or 
vrrite a pos‘card for patterns* »ent free, and need 
not be returned. Hundreds of testimonials f rom 
readers of this paper have been received, praising 
our oa. Gd . CHALLENGE SAILOR BLIT. S'aie 
age of boy. A splendid Serge, Worsted or Vicuna 
Coat and Vest for 15s., 18s 6d , or 22s. All grand 
value Send breast measure and Postal Order. 
Our New Patterns, Pricq Liets, Easy Guide fro Self­
measurement and Tapes are now ready. Write a 
postcard.

COLEMAN & CO.,
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.
Don't f o r  get, every article, sent, c arriag e  paid  

to your door, and. Cheaper than the Cheapest o f  the 
Cheap.

W. ADAMS S E E
Watch Manufacturers,

207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.
We beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
(1) STERLING SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 25s. each. Guaranteed for 
three years.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £ 3  3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautifully 
finished, very strong cases, £ 4  4s. Gua­
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
3-t least 83 per cent, below the retail price, and 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
°f  cheque or I'.O.O. payable to VV. Adams.

W. ADAMS
207 HIGH SR, WEST BROMWICH.

EVERY FREETHINKER’S HOME
SHOULD CONTAIN THE FAMOUS

PAINE M OTTO :
“  The World is my Country,” etc. 

handsomely printed in gold on illuminated card, 
20 by 1 Sin , with ribbon loop.

P rice Gd. (by Parcel Post, Gd.)
Well framed in oak, gilt, or black and 

gold, 2s. 9d.
n  (Carriage to lie paid by purchaser.) 
uEorqe Btandrino, 7 & 9 Finsbury St., E.C. 

Note.—T he c a r d s  aro also supplied by Mr. Forder; 
cards or framed copies can bo obtained at the 
of Science book- stall.__________________________

«  OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
$IIoui,d b# in the hands of every Married 
, °'iple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
,)'e number of their family according to 
lleir means, as it contains full particulars 

I ell Preventive Requisites recommended 
y Dr. H. A. Allbutt and others; and 
■‘ Ihable information on matters of import. 

Ji6« necessary to be known by Married 
"omen.
of-A. cop y W1n be sent, under cover, on receipt 

"lamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
<l to foreign parts on receipt of letter

LAMBERT & SON, M.M.L.,
g .  (DOMESTIC 4  HYGIENIC DEPT.)
^Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two letters. Is .; three 
letters, Is. Gd ; any Namo. Is. fid. 
Box, Pad and Ink included. All 
Kinds of Stamps. Patterns free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F N. lit  ETON 
and CO., 92 Graccchurch Btreot, 
London. A «¡routs wanted.

F a m i l y "' l i m i t
Vo. , ls - 6d- Per doz-> Post free.

t,,v»lop8 to ‘°r  1JHr‘lc u l t r ‘ "tam ped directed

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
IBLINOTON, LONDON. N.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
M ED ICAL ESSA Y S. V o l . I . Fur Postal 

Order f o r  ls. 2d.
It contains Articles ou : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food, Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh A ir; Exercise; Bathing; 
Bight; Holidays; etc. Also th6 cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black­
heads and Pimples; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Ch^st Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
W orm s: Tape W orm s; The Itch; e*c.
M ED ICAL ESSAYS. V o l . II . O f the Author, 

f o r  Postal Order f o r  Is. 2d.- 
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; C 'othing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless­
ness; W ant of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advioe for the lh in ; for the Stout; and on tho 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, ScaHet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,
«te.
M EDICAL ESSA Y S. Y ol. II I . Post fr e e  from  

A uthor, f o r  Postal Order f o r  ls. 2d.
It contains articles on : Health‘ and W ealth ; No 

¡ More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, ai.d 
How to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of F a ilin g ; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods ; Hoppers; Unsuspecied Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Pet spiral ion ; Sea UathiDg; etc. 
HOW — to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, t-* Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath > Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I  Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Vedis, Boils and Carbuncies, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Couyh, Chil­
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 

Mercury, Epilepsy.
M ED IC AL  ESSA Y S. Y ol. IY . ' Post fr e e  from  

the Author f o r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles o n : New Year Resolutions, 

Prevention better thin Cure, HealHi Savings Banks, 
Hardening, Rubbish, W ork and Overwork, Sugar 
and its Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, 
Porridge, Celeraic or Celery Root, Milk as Food,The 
Tomato, Against Butter, Poultices, Quinine, Against 
the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning-, Tonics, Infant Mor­
tality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and 
their Substitutes, About Swallowing Pins and other 
Articles, also the Cause and Rational Cure of Sun­
stroke, Dog Bites, Paina in the Back, Pediculi or Lice, 
Chicken-pox, Bviiovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, 
Tonsilitis or Quinsy. Heroes (Tetter or Shingles), 
Erysipelas. U k ero f ihe Stomac h Epidemic Influenza, 
Sciatica. Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix. 

The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, 
fo r  5s. Gd.

H Y G IE N IC  M ED ICIN E. An Eye-Opener to 
Drug Takers. Post fr e e  from  the Author f o r  
Postal Order for  ls. Id.

R heumatism : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. 
Consumption : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. 
D iet and D igestion. Post free 7d.
T hree Pamphlets to Y oung Men. Post 

free ls. Id.
*#* All these boohs (except Pamphlets to Young 

Afen) bound together in cloth in one volume. 
Post free 8s. Gd.

A ll the above can be got from 
D r . T . R. A L LIN SO N , 4 Spanish Place, 

Manchester Square, London, \V.

H ours of Consultation are— Morning from 
10 a.m. to 1 p .m .; fee, 10s. Gd. Evening from G 
to 8 ; fee, 5s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Gd.
Patients visited in the country. Fee according 

to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning.

Advice Given by post.

SEEDS. SEEDS. SEEDS.
Vegetable and Flower Seeds saved from choice 
selected stocks. Everyone wlih a gaxdon and every 
market, gardener should send for a Catalogue before 
purchasing elsewhere. Hpecial low quotations to 
largo buyers B. L COLKjIa N, Seed Merchant and 
Grower, Sandwich, Kent.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Becommended by Mrs. Bosant in “  Law of Popula­
tion,” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  W ife’s Hand, 
book,*’ page 61. Made solely by J. Put.lkn, 15 Chad- 
well-street, Clerkenwell : 2s. do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped 
envelope. Higginson’* Syringe, with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. fid. and 6s. fid. Dr 
Palfrey’ s Powder, ls . 2d. Quinine Compound, ls . 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt'i Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

______ _______ Neer the “  Angel.”

f r e e t h o u g i i t  o n  r e l i g i o n  a n d
T H E  BIBLE.

Books illustrative of tho above will 1« lent free 
of charge on application to Miss O. M . Rawlins, 
8 Sandon-terrace, Liverpool

WORKS BY COLONEL INGERS0LL.

Som e M istakes of M osts. 132pp. .. .
Superior edition, cloth 

The only complete edition in England. 
Accurate as Cotenso, and fascinating as 
a novel.

Defence of Freethought. ..................
A five hoors’ speech at the Trial of C. B. 
Reynolds for Blasphemy

R eply to Gladstone ...............................
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

R om e or Reason ? ................................
A Beply to Cardinal Manning.

( rim es against C rim inals ..................
Oration f>n W a lt  W h i t m a n ..................
Oration on V olta ire  .................................
H u m a n ity ’s D ebt to T hom as P a in e ... 
Ernest R enan end Jesus Christ
True R elig ion  . . .  ..................
T h e  Three Philanthropists ..................
L ove  the R edeem er ................................
W h y  I  am  an A gn ostie . P art I.
W h y  I  aut an A gnostic. P art II . . . .
God and the S ta le  .................................
Paine the Pioneer . . .  ..................
F aith  and F a c t ...............................................
God and M an ...............................................
T he D yin g  Creed ...............................
T he L im its  of Toleration ..................

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. Condert 
anu Gov. S. L. Woodford.

A l t and M ora lity  ............................. .
Do I  B lasp h em e? .................................
T h e  Clergy and Com m on Sense
Social S alvation ...............................................
M arriage and D iv o r c e .................................
T he G reat M istake .................................
Creeds and S pirituality
L ive  Topics ...............................................
M y th  and M iracle .................................
R eal B lasp h em y .................................
R epairing the Idols .................................
C hrist and M iracles .................................
T he H ousehold of F a ith  ..................

R . F ordek , 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .
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NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
[LIM ITE D ]

Incorporated under 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1876 )
Chairman:

G . W . F oo te , 14 Clerkenw ell-green, 
London, E .C .

Directors:
G eo roe  A n d er so n , 35a G reat George-street, 

W estm in ster, 8 .W .
W . C o o pe r , 112 C anonbury-road, N .
R . F o r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C.
G . J . H o l y o a k k , Eastern L odge, B righ ton . 
W . H . R eyn o ld s ,  C am plin  H ouse, N ew  

Cross, 8 .E .
R . O. S m it h , 81 R idge-road, H o im e y , N ,
T . P. S m it h , 275 C ity-road, E .C .
G . Ht a n d r in o , 7 and 9 F insbury-street, E .C .

Registered Office :
H a l l  o f  S c ie n c e , 142 Old-street, London, E .C . 
The Shares are £1 each, payable as follows:— 2s. fid. 
on application. 2s. Gd. on allotment, and in sub. 
sequent calls of 2s, Gd. as may be found necessary, 
with two months’ notice for each call.

U knkkal Ohjkct.
The Society, according to its Rules, has full powers 

for the most extensive operations that may be po*- 
sible in the future for the erection and maintenance 
of He cular Halls in London and in the Provinces.

On o of the Society’ s Rules secures that no member 
shall be oligiblo as a Director unless he is a member 
of the National Secular Society.

Immvdiatk Object.
The purchase of the llall of Science. 142Old-street, 

London. E.O ., and the conversion of the same into a 
flrst.class Secmlar Hall and Institute.

Write to the Secretary fo r  Application Forms.

Q TANTON , the People's Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- 
Ö  site Somerset House).— T E E T tlon  VULCANiTE. 
2s. fid. each, upper Or lower set, JJl. Best quality 4s  
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four fmu * 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hour*. 
If you pay more than ihe above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. fid. each on JHc. 
gold 15s, stooping 2h. fid., extraction Is., painless by 
gas, 6s._______________

rpO FR E ETH IN K E R S, Ladies and Gentlemen 
requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate 

prices. First-class 8tyle and Fit Guaranteed.— 
H. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle Street, W, 
Three doors from Regent Street. [Patronised by 
leading Freethinkers.]

CHRISTIANITY AND EVOLUTION.
By A R T H U R  B MOSS.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Brice 2s. fid.
Shows how the main teachings of Christianity 

were “  borrowed ” from Pagan sources; demon­
strates the unreliable character of the so-called 
“ evidences ”  of Christianity ; catalogues some of 
the horrible crimes of early Christians; and 
shows the impracticable and absurd character of 
many of the alleged teachings of Jesus.

W atts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court.
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NEW SPRING PATTERNS
READY MARCH 1, 1893.

SENT POST FREE, ON APPROVAL, TO ANY ADDRESS.

BUY youp Material early, and get your Clothing made 
up before the great rush for Summer.

Tailors and Dressmakers can give much more 
attention to the Making up of Garments if you take 
them before the Busy Season begins.

J. W. GOTT, 2 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.
LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex-; or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her “ Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of i he most advanced books ever published: 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Bosant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Y ou n g ; or, Science .in Story. 
By Or. Foote. rSjpp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post tree
2s 3d.

The Elements o f Social Science. The most complete work
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience; or Borning Better 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Lecturo delivered for the Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population : its Mean­
ing and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, b y  Edward B. Foote, M.D. ( u .s .a .)  em ­
bracing m edical com m on sense. 909pp., w ith  200 illustrations. 
ContkstS: Tho Cause, Prevention and Cure of Disease—The Food we 

Kat—The Liquids we Drink—The Atmosphere we Live in—The Clothes wj 
Wear—Bad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and 
o f Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of them«elves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s.

Dr. Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
' the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 

post free Is. Id. , , _ .  ,
Tlie Malthusian Handbook. Designed to induce Married 

People to Limit their Family within their means. The most 
useful book ever written on the Malthusian question. Post 
free 8d

The Law o f Population. By Annie Besant. Post free 8d.
Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 

the (Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2|d.

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women. Bv A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. l)rys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. (Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. CL II. Post froe 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid 
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•What do we Women W ant? By Jane Ilurae Clapporton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand­
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice W indeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By G. Bradlaugb, M.P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d,
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. The 
monthly organ of the Malthusian JLeague. Post free ljd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute 
them.

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.

To those willirsj to assist our 'propaganda I  shall be 
pleased to send eighty copies o f either o f the pamphlets marked, 
(•), or assorted, post fr e t  on receipt o f  2$. _

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C,


