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SECULAR PROPAGANDA.

T h a t  Secular principles are now gaining ground more 
rapidly than they have ever done is a fact that 
impartial observers of the tendency of modern 
thought cannot fail to recognise. Ample evidence of 
this has recently appeared in these columns, furnished 
by the admission of various representatives of the 
different sections of the orthodox churches. The 
Secular method of propagandism is now being largely 
adopted by those religious bodies who strive to keep 
in touch with the times. The mode formerly relied upon 
to win adherents to “ the cross of Christ ” has ceased 
to a considerable extent to allure people from the 
things of this world ; hence professed Christians have 
been necessitated, in order to keep up their profession, 
to ally “  worldly inducements ” with their worship. 
This is one of the latest proofs of the advance of the 
potency of Freethought.

Not only is Secular progress manifest amongst theo
logical believers, but a similar advancement is marked 
within our own ranks. I t  was my privilege to be 
associated with the inception of the National Secular 
Society, and I have watched its growth with great 
interest. During its career many are the noble 
triumphs it has achieved. I t has never until recently, 
however, been in a position to perform such practical 
service as at the present time. Not only has its roll 
of membership largely increased, but it has within its 
organisation men and women who work methodically, 
and with a zeal born of sincerity and of a desire to 
judiciously promulgate the truths of Secularism which 
experience proves is the true science of life. The 
young blood which of late has been added to our 
movement imparts thereto a vitality that it was un
able to command until the last few years. Many 
grand old veterans who “ have borne the burden and 
heat of the day ” still remain with us to aid and 
encourage tho younger members of the party, who 
have the enthusiasm of youth and the energy of 
healthy ambition. In this alliance lies the hope of 
the still further success of our causo.

The truth of the above observations was forcibly 
impressed upon me during my recent tour in the 
Tyneside district, where, under tho auspices of the 
North Eastern Secular Federation, I  visited nine 
places and delivered thirteen lectures. The organisa
tion is doing some splendid work, and is composed of 
Members who know what to do, and, what is equally 
important, how to do it. Mr. Hubert Richardson, of 
Tyne Dock; Mr. S. M. Peacock, Mr. George White, 
a&d Mr. R. Chapman, of South Shields; Mr. Joseph 
Brown and Mr. J . II. Summerfield, of Newcastle; 
and Mr. John Saunderson, of J arrow, are hosts in 
themselves. Secular propaganda is to them a labor 
°I love, and, supported as they are by gallant com
b e s ,  there need be no misgivings as to the useful 
t®sults of any movement with which they are 
a®sociated. To their efforts is due much of the success 
°f my late campaign. Twolvo of my audiences were 
largo and enthusiastic; many professed Christians
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attended and listened attentively, and at a few of my 
meetings discussion followed the lectures. At Chester- 
le-Street a clergyman spoke, but he refused to debate 
because ho thought “ no good came of discussing 
with Freethought leaders.” At Jarrow the audience 
numbered nearly five hundred persons, although the 
lecture was advertised only two days before it took 
place. Here a Branch of the N.S.S. was formed, and 
under the direction of Messrs. Richardson and Saun
derson a program for future propagandism is being 
arranged. At Blyth I was pleased to meet many old 
friends. One gentleman imparted the information 
that he had been induced to leave orthodoxy about 
twenty years ago through listening to my debate with 
the Rev. A. J. Harrison. Since my return from Canada 
I have met dozens of Freethinkers who assured me 
that in consequence of hearing discussions on Secu
larism and Christianity they had left the Church. No 
marvel that clergymen will not meet Secular expo
nents. Theologians may, however, rest assured that 
the rising generation will draw their own conclusions 
from Christian persistency in avoiding discussion. 
Teachings that cannot be defended on the platform 
have but little chance of impressing the thoughtful 
minds of this age. Several of the local papers gave 
fair notices of my meetings ; the South Shields Free 
Press devoted a column and a half to a report of my 
lecture on “ Secular and Theological Education.”

Notwithstanding the great depression of trade in 
the North and that men are only working half-time, 
tho sale of the Freethinker and of Secular literature 
in general was very good. Mr. Foote will be 
pleased to hear that in all my travels I heard nothing 
but praise of tho Freethinker. I t  is pronounced to be 
the cheapest and most entertaining paper the Freo- 
thought party has had. The plan of issuing a 
special monthly number meets with general approval 
throughout the country.

I found lecturing every night in the week at 
different places, and three times each Sunday, much 
harder work than I found it thirty years ago. Still, the 
task was made much lighter than it would otherwise 
have been, through the kind and attentive hospitality 
of my admirable host, Mr. Hubert Richardson, of Tyne 
Dock. He has evidently acquired tho art of making 
his guests feel at home. He is a type of a thorough 
Englishman, a valuable worker in the Secular cause, 
and a true friend to all honest toilers in progressiva 
movements.

Tho North Eastern Secular Federation has under 
its consideration the engagement for one year of 
a special lecturer to carry on principally open-air 
propagandism, and to organise the increasing Secular 
elements in the Tyneside districts. Tse idea is 
a good one, if it can be properly carried out. Mr. 
Peacock, of South Shields, appears to have grasped 
the situation, and to have definite notions as to 
what should bo done. There is npon the part 
of the general public a marked indifference shown to 
orthodox teachings, and a desire to hear an ex
position of Secular views. But many of these people 
do not, at first, find their way to Secular halls,
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therefore it is thought that it would be wise to 
conduct our propaganda in the open-air more than has 
been the case hitherto. No doubt one of our young 
able advocates will be pleased to undertake this 

• work. That such a demand exists is an encouraging 
indication of Secular activity. Fortunately, the 
publie are more disposed than they ever were to 
“ he?ir both sides of the question,” so it thus becomes 
necessary that our advocacy should be conducted 
with discretion, and with a due regard to the 
requirements of the times.

The promulgation of unpopular views necessarily 
imposes greater care and more circumspection upon 
the part of their advocates than the exponents of 
orthodoxy as a rule practise. What Freethought 
speakers should ask themselves is this : What method 
would be most likely to influence their minds and 
to convert them if they were in the. place of their 
opponents. We have no right to assume that any 
mode of address that would repel us will draw oppo
nents into our ranks. It requires but little effort to 
enable us to deal with orthodox believers in a superior 
style to the one they usually adopt towards us. There 
will be nothing lost to our cause by setting an example 
to our antagonists of decency in controversy. In 
doing this it will be desirable to make allowance for 
temper, education, prejudices, and for that assumption 
of superiority which is common amongst those who 
believe that they alone are right and that all the 
world besides is wrong. The pride of Secular know
ledge is to relinquish error, while the pride of orthodox 
ignorance is to retain it until it becomes bigotry and 
fanaticism. To be able to admit that they may be 
wrong is a gift seldom possessed by those whom 
orthodoxy has familiarised with the delusions of in
fallibility in churches and books. Conviction of the 
relativity of knowledge and truth must precede any 
important change in the opinions of mankind. More 
particularly is this true in regard to opinions that 
Secularists have to controvert on the platform and in 
the press, which for the most part lie outside the 
region of demonstration and beyond the confines of 
human knowledge. Thus wo agree with the poet 
that—

Divines can say but what themselves believe ;
Strong proofs they have but not demonstrative ;
For were all sure, that all minds would agree,
And faith itself be lost in certainty.
To live uprightly, then, is sure the best;
To save ourselves, and not to damn the rest.

C h a iil e s  W a t t s .

ESTHER AND PURIM.

The Jewish feast of Purim or “ Lots” is celebrated 
on the 14th and the loth of Adar, and is said to have 
been instituted in commemoration of their deliverance 
under Queen Esther from the plot of Hamanfor their 
destruction. To the orthodox Christian it must appear 
eurious that one book of the Bible has no mention of 
religion, God, Devil, heaven, or hell. To the Free
thinker it has neither morality nor elevation. I t is 
samply the record of drunkenness, lust, brutality, 
tyranny, ambition, revenge, and the wholesale murder 
of innocent men, women and children.

The story of the book of Esther is little better than 
a dirty tale. Ahasuerus, the king, makes a feast that 
lasts one hundred and four-score days. At the end 
of those days he made another drinking feast of seven 
days to alf people that were present in Susa, the 
royal city. On the seventh day, when the heart of 
the king was merry with wine, in plain English, 
when he was drunk, he commanded his seven 
chamberlains to bring Vashti the queen before him, 
to show the people and the princes her beauty, 
for bhe was fair to look on. With becoming modesty 
and dignity, Vashti very properly refused to allow 
the king to make a public exhibition of her before
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the drunken court. Plutarch tells us that the 
Persian kings, when minded to be drunken and 
wanton, sent away their lawful wives, and had their 
concubines and singing women instead. To send for 
the queen in the circumstances, was to treat her as a 
concubine. If there is any lesson or meaning in the 
story, and surely the word of God should have 
meaning in every page, it is that wives must, as Paul 
says, be in subjection to their husbands in all things. 
Vashti, for being averse to exhibiting her beauty 
to the gaze of inebriated courtiers, is punished 
as a warning that wives should be obedient; while 
intriguing Esther, who does not scruple to offer her
self to the king’s desires, is considered a pattern 
woman, a saint of the first water. How little scrupu
lous she was appears from the narrative in the second 
chapter. Together with many other maidens, “ In  
the evening she went [into the king’s house], and on 
the morning she returned into the second house of 
the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s 
chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she came 
in unto the king no more, except the king delighted 
in her, and that she were called by name.” Esther 
was selected because she ministered to the king’s 
sensualism, and used her influence with her lord and 
master to have no fewer than seventy-five thousand 
enemies of the Jews slaughtered (ix. 1G). Yet Jewish 
women, who are exempt from the study of the law, 
are bound to read this beastly book as a warning for 
disobedient wives. Maimonides places it before the 
prophets.

Dr. A. Ivuenen (Religion o f  Israel, iii., 148) says 
“ impossibilities and improbabilities pervade the 
whole narrative.” Only a few can bo given hero. 
History knows nothing of King Ahasueru?, “ who 
reigned from India even unto Ethiopia.”* Most 
theologians now say it was Xerxes I. This, however, 
does not fit chronologically with the statement 
(ii. 5, G) that Mordecai was captive with Jeconiah. 
Some say it was Darius Hystapes, others Ochus, 
others Artaxerxes Longimanus; others Cambyses, 
who seems referred to as Ahasuerus in Ezra iv. 6. In 
fact, he can no more bo identified than Pharaoh of 
Egypt. Then we are told he gave a feast which 
lasted 180 days, at which the whole official world was 
simultaneously present. We are informed that Esther, 
when made Queen, kept her Jewish origin secret 
(ii. 10) though she came from the houso of Mordecai, 
who was known to be a Jew (iii. 4), and remained in 
constant intercourse with him, he being able to pass 
at pleasure into the harem of the jealous and amatory 
monarch (iv. 2-17). Further, that he grossly affronted 
the grand vizier without any evil consequences. Then 
we must believe the cruel Human gave eloven months’ 
notice of his intontion to exterminate the Jews 
(iii. 12-14) ; and when Esther averts the danger, the 
Jews were allowed to put to death 75,000 of their 
fellow-subjects. Only a Jew could swallow such 
marvels.

If the book is a romance instead of history, what 
is its purport ? Evidently it is written to explain the 
feast of Purim , or lots. Students of Dr. E. B. Tylor 
know the tendency to invent stories to account for 
popular customs. Purim has the appearance of being 
a very Bacchanalian festival. The Talmud lays it 
down “ A man is bound to get so drunk with wine at 
Purim as not to kaow the difference between Cursed 
is Haman and Blessed is Mordecai.”t It is, in fact,

• The nearest approach m history to the story is that the Jews, 
after going through dreadful persecutions during the Crusade», 
were protected by King Casimir the Great of Poland (1309-1370), 
when he took the Jewess Esther for his mistress. Mr. Johnson 
author of The Rise of Christendom, challenges proof tha t the story 
is earlier than this, which implies that Josphus is a forgery.

t Megillah, fol. 7, col. 2. See Buxtorf’s Synag. Judaic, cap. xxix., 
and Old Paths, No. 7, where is a good story from the Talmud in 
illustration. “ Itabba and Itabbi Zira made Purim  together. 
When Itabba got drunk, he arose and killed itabbi Zira. On the 
following day he prayed for mercy, and restored him to life. 
Next year Itabba propostd again to make Purim  together, but 
Zira answered, 'Miracles don’t happen every day .’ "
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the festival of the first new moon in spring, and the 
new moon was supposed to determine the luck of the 
ensuing year, especially in all that pertained to vege
tation and generation. Purim is simply the ancient 
custom of casting lots at this particular time, and is 
thus brought into line with the ancient practice of 
drawing lots on Valentine’s Day, which usually falls 
about the same date. Brady, in his Clavis Galendaria, 
Feb. 14, quotes the following: “ To abolish the 
heathen, lewd, superstitious custom of boys drawing 
the names of girls in honor of their goddess Februsto, 
or Juno, on the fifteenth of February, several zealous 
pastors substituted the names of saints given on that 
day.” In Kent in early times they burnt “ holly boys 
and ivy girls ” at this season, which connects it with 
the propitiation of the spirit of vegetation. Purim, 
not being referred to in the laws of Moses, was, from 
its name, evidently a festival adopted while the Jews 
were under Persian rule. Hence the Persian location 
of the romance.

According to the LXX, Haman was not hung, but 
crucified on the tree. There can be no doubt he 
personified something most hated by the Jews. 
Lewis, in his Origines Hebroece, vol. ii., p. 622, says : 
“ When the name of Haman was mentioned, the very 
children were taught to beat upon the benches, and 
stamp with as much joy as if they had the head of 
Haman under their feet. They would write his 
name upon a stone, and set it up before them ; and 
as often as it was repeated they would batter it with 
stones till it was quito defaced, crying out, 1 Let his 
name be blotted out and accursed for ever.’ ” Now 
why should Haman have this execration for so many 
centuries, and why did Mordecai refuse to pay him 
that civil respect to which he was entitled as first 
favorite of the king ? We conjecture that the correct 
answer to these questions is that Hainan was origin
ally not the name of a man, but of a god, and that 
none other than the most widely worshipped god of 
antiquity—worshipped as Amon in Egypt, as Zeus 
Ammon in Greece, and Jupiter Ammon in Rome. 
This is only our surmise, and we throw it out for 
what it is worth.

When Cambyses conquered Egypt, he essayed the 
conquest of Ethiopia through the oasis of Ammon. 
The army sent there was entirely lost. Cambyses, in 
taking Thebes, displayed particular fervor against 
the worship of Amen-Ra, whoso temples ho destroyed 
and whose statues he defaced. These events must 
have had a reaction throughout the vast empire. Wo 
know that Rameses III. had established the worship 
of Amen in Palestine. When tho Semites conquered 
Egypt, the worship would be overthrown. In the 
formula, "Cursed be Amon, blessed be Ish tar” 
(modernised as “ Cursed be Haman, blessed be 
Esther ”), ono may perhaps find the nucleus of the 
historical romance.

Another signification to Purim has been suggested 
^hich allies it with the Greek ■pur, fire. Movers 
Thccnica tells that the Pura (fires) was a festival at 
Tyro and Gados in honor of the sun-god.* In order 
fo heighten tho general joy, Buxtorf relates that 
8ome Jows wore particolored garments and young 
foxes’ tails in their hats. Lucian says : “ Tho great
est of all tho festivals which I  saw [in Byblus] they 
?olebrate when spring commences. And some call it 
.Qra, but others tho Lamp. To this feast in par

ticular many men come both from Syria and all tho 
countries all around.” But tho probability is that 

Jows adopted Purim when undor Persian 
dominion. J. M. Wheeler.
. The Good Man (sadly)— “ Ah, my son, you havo boon to tho 

, lrcus; it pains mo groatly to think that ono so young should 
¿Y e crossed tho threshold of iniquity.” Bad Small Boy— 
^ d i d n ’t cross no threshold ; I  crawled in under tho tent.”

t>* Isaiah xxiv. 15 should read “ Glorify Jahveh in fires.” See 
„ Y ed  Version margin, “ They »ball make a burning for thee 

u they ahull lament thee, saying, Ah! Adonis” (Jer. xxxv. 5).

A MOAN FROM METHODISM.

A s iio r t  time ago there was a religious census of 
Birmingham taken, which, according to the Methodist 
Times, “ ought to startle the most complaisant Bir
mingham Methodist into a very agony of prayer and 
effort.”

According to the organ of the “  forward move
ment ” (which in Birmingham at any rate is very 
much of a backward character), it seems that “ on 
the Sunday on which the census was taken there were 
in Birmingham more than half a million of persons 
who went to no place of worship.” Considering that 
the whole population of the midland capital is under 
half a million, the churches may think themselves 
lucky to have had any congregations at all on that 
eventful Sunday. “ None of the churches,” it 
appears, “ had any grounds for boasting,” but* 
Methodism seems to have been in a particularly 
vacuous condition.

“ On that memorable day,” continues our contem
porary, “ our Wesleyan churches exhibited 21,662 
empty sittings. What a picture of half-empty and 
two-thirds empty chapels in the midst of dense masses 
of people. . . . Our Birmingham contemporary 
believes that this distressing state of affairs can 
never be cured until‘ Birmingham shakes herself free 
from her lethargy.’ ” So, let Birmingham proceed 
to shake herself, then ! But it must not be forgotten 
that although Samson shook himself on a certain 
occasion, it did not prevent him falling into the hands 
of the Philistines. Anyhow, we should have thought 
that Birmingham had been “ shaking herself free 
from her lethargy,” and was now pretty much awake 
to the uselessness of church and chapel-going.

However, let Birmingham take heart (after having 
shaken herself sufficiently) from the fact that she is 
“ no worse than other places. In many respects she 
is far better,” and that “ the hideous facts . . . are 
probably not worse than what would be disclosed if 
the electric search-light of the modern press was 
similarly applied to the social condition of every great 
town ” ! Truly we are only very nominally a Christian 
people after a ll!

“ But nothing,” continues the Times, “ can explain 
away the fact that most of our chapels are half or 
two-thirds empty. We wish our ministers and people 
would rouse themselves from their strange indifference 
and complacency, and ask themselves honestly in the 
sight of God what all this means. Our resources 
were never so great, our opportunities never so favor
able, our ministers never so well qualified for their 
work. There is 1 something rotten in the state of 
Denmark,’ and wo believe it is to be found in the 
absolutely irrational ecclesiastical conservatism which 
refuses to adapt our methods and arrangements to tho 
totally changed circumstances of the time in which 
we live.” With almost absolutely irrational con
servatism tho writer refuses to recognise the fact that 
the ono great reason of empty chapels is that orthodox 
Christianity is rapidly dying, and that creeds and 
dogmas have lost their force and authority. But tho 
writer partially sees that a little Christianity goes a 
long way with present-day congregations; and among 
other things which he considers want reforming in 
order to bring prosperity back to Methodism are 
“ long prayers; sermons, the length and phraseology 
of which wore adapted to the people of fifty years 
ago, but are utterly out of place to-day . . . and a 
general jog-trot in deep old ruts,” which is a very 
sensible viow to take of the matter. Short prayers 
and very much shorter sermons are just what the 
people want, and if thoy could only bo reduced to 
Euclid’s definition of a point, they would suit 
admirably. What Jesus would think of his present- 
day followers who wish to supplant prayers and 
sermons by vocal and instrumental music of the 
l ’leasant Sunday Afternoon order, is not difficult to
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imagine. If, as Mr. Bradlaugh said, we never see a 
religion die, we certainly see it change its character 
remarkably.

But let us see what another Methodist authority 
has to say about the parlous state of Methodism. Mr. 
S. P. Myers, a leading layman in the Connexion, who 
recently brought a charge of heresy against the Rev. 
Mr. Davison, one of the theological professors, has 
been reading a paper at Bradford on the causes of 
the declension in Methodism. “ The room,” We are 
significantly told in the report of the proceedings, 
"  was crowded, and the atmosphere was heated in 
more senses than one”—which means, we presume, 
that the men of God are very much like politicians 
and other wordly folk after all.

Said Mr. Myers: “ What had become of the spirit 
and faith of the Puritan fathers of Nonconformity— 
their unhesitating belief in the inspiration of the 
scriptures, the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
a vicarious sacrifice for the sins of the world, in 
repentance and faith as essential to salvation ? In 
how many Nonconformist pulpits did they to-day 
find the word of God assailed and its authority ques
tioned; Jesus Christ spoken of in a patronising spirit 
as a good man, but the necessity of the atonement 
denied ; faith in himself rather than in Christ set 
forth as the means of man’s moral and spiritual 
elevation; the doctrine of punishment for sin 
remitted to the region of exploded theories; the 
infallibility of the Lord Jesus questioned, and the 
Bible awarded a place amongst other literature which 
contained faults and errors ? In his opinion . . . 
the chief cause of the declension of Methodism was in 
the ministry. What the teaching in the college was 
to-day, such would be the teaching of the pulpit to
morrow. . . . From being men of one book as they 
were formerly, they had become men of many books, 
and in their perusal it was to be feared their faith 
was not built up, but in many cases undermined. 
The encouragement given to the higher criticism, he 
believed, was one of the primal causes of declension 
in Methodism. If it was necessary to ‘ suspend 
judgment in regard to some parts of the Bible/ that 
certain traditions as to the date, the authorship, and 
the text of the Old Testament were not so ‘ trust
worthy as had been supposed/ must the young men 
coming from their theological colleges give a halting, 
feeble, hesitating message, or frankly tell the people 
that they will withhold until Professor Davison and 
those experts who thought themselves as wise or 
wiser than they, had settled amongst themselves 
what they might believo and teach ? They lived in 
eventful days. John Wesley taught: ‘ The scripture 
therefore of the Old and New Testament is a most 
solid and precious system of divine truth : every part 
thereof is worthy of God; and all together are one 
entire body, wherein is no defect, no excess’; but 
Professor Davison, whilst annually declaring his belief 
in the doctrines as set forth in John Wesley’s sermons 
and notes on the New Testament, declares there is 
defect, and that judgment must be suspended. What 
about the consistency and honesty of such men, who, 
in using the name of Wesley, only profaned it ? The 
so-called leader of the ‘ forward movement’ tried to 
solace poor, ignorant creatures by telling them that 
they were in the dark ; that to understand these 
critical questions it was necessary that they should 
have a perfect knowledge of Greek, Hebrew, and 
German, and that it was rather a pity that theological 
books were not now, as in the dark ages, printed in 
L itin. That to his mind was anything but a forward 
movement. I t savored very much of a desire to 
revert to the Papal system that they might be told . 
by a duly instructed and ordained priest what their j 
faith ought to and must be. Wesley emphasised not 
only justification by faith, but also the doctrine of 
entire sanctification. . . . Did one minister in a 
hundred preach it ? Did they believe it ? They

said they did at every May district meeting, but did 
they ? Many preached against it, some held it up to 
ridicule, and he heard of its being stigmatised as 
‘ sanctimonious humbug.’ Need they beat about for 
any further cause of declension ? How much of the 
decline of Methodism was traceable to the so-called 
leaders of Methodism? . . . One after another they 
had made comfortable seats for themselves in depart
mental positions. . . . These men devised statistical 
schedules, put financial burdens on the circuits through 
their resolutions in committees, until the rank and 
file in the ministry must be heartily sick of their 
legislation.”

A very suggestive picture indeed, and painted by 
one of themselves ! We can let Mr. Myers and the 
leader of the “ so-called forward movement ” fight 
out the causes of the declension of Methodism 
between them, merely remarking that we too have our 
opinion on the matter, which is that Methodism, like 
Christianity generally, is about played out.

H. J.

THE DEVIL INTERVIEWED.

( Concluded from page 57.)
“ L e t  us come to business, your Highness/’ we said, 
and our visitor uttered an “ Agreed.”

“ Where is Hell ?”
At this abrupt question the Devil’s eyes widened and 

his eyebrows lifted. “ Well,” he exclaimed, “ you are 
plunging in medias res with a vengeance.”

“ True,” we replied, “ but as the questioner-has such 
an obvious interest in the matter his abruptness is 
pardonable.”

“ Well, well,” he answered, “ I am not complaining, 
but merely expressing an opinion. And as I have 
other affairs to attend to presently I don’t know that I  
should be annoyed at your point-blank query. Not to 
beat about the bush, then, Hell is—a good deal farther 
than you’d care to travel to night. But you’ll make 
the journey one day, and something should be left to 
curiosity.”

“ Is it underground ?”
“ Well,” he rejoined, “ I know it is a popular notion 

that angels fly down and Old Nick pops up. But this 
is an insular conception; in nature there is neither up 
nor down. You pigmy men measure all things by 
yourselves, and the position of your heads and feet 
decides the topography of the universe.”

“ But icliere is Hell 1 ”
“ You’ll know some day,” he answered, “ and why 

anticipate 1 I t is outside your field of astronomy ; the 
best directions would be unintelligible.”

“ Presuming that Hell is your residence, have you 
been home lately ?”

“ 1 was there a few minutes ago.”
“ Indeed ! and the place so far away 1 What is one 

to believe 1”
“ My dear sir,” the Devil replied, “ I am not subject 

to your laws of time and space, though I accommodate 
my speech to your necessities. When I will to be 
anywhere I am there. I t is one of my privileges. I  
am ‘ fallen,’ as they say, but my essence is indes
tructible.”

Perceiving it useless to probe him any farther as to 
the locality of Hell, we ventured the question “ Is it 
fire ? ”

“ Do I look scorched?” lie queried. “ No,” ho 
continued, “ your countryman, Professor Mivart, is 
nearer the truth.”

“ Why did you not correct the popular mistake ? 
Jesus taught a hell of fire, and so have his apostles 
ever since.”

“ I know it,” said Satan, “ and I would not inter
fere. Their preaching drove all the fools and cowards 
into Heaven, which prevented their thronging my 
establishment. I can dispense with the refuse of 
creation.”
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“ Then if Hell is not a place of fire and torment, 
and the wise and brave go there, it must be an eligible 
residence.”

“ Quite so,” he replied. “ We have all the 
philosophers from Aristotle to Mill, all the wits from 
Aristophanes to Heine, and all the heroes from 
Socrates to Bradlaugh.”

At the mention of that name we sat up as straight 
as a bolt. “ Is he in Hell ? ” we asked.

“ What do you think,” said Satan, with a genial 
smile. “ Did you expect him to be loafing around the 
Throne? Had he gone to Heaven he would have 
written an Impeachment o f  the House o f  Jehovah."

This added a new pleasure to the “ infernal ” 
prospect. But we did not dwell upon it, being 
anxious for more information.

“ Was it always comfortable in Hell ? ” we inquired, 
a little diffidently.

“ Not always. When I entered it the place was hot 
enough. It is still warmer than your wet and foggy 
England. We soon made it habitable, and the climate 
is now salubrious.”

“ Why,” we asked, “ does not Jehovah keep it full 
of burning brimstone ?”

“ My dear sir,” said the Devil, with a look of pride, 
“ Jehovah is not my master; at least I am not his 
slave. He lias enough to do in looking after his own 
business. I t is not I who have suffered most in our 
long antagonism. I fancy he would like to sign a treaty • 
of peace. He is clearly losing now that men are 
becoming civilised. His fierce and peremptory temper 
is no longer respectable, and his Son’s sentimentalities 
are as little relished by a cultivated taste.”

“ Is it true that you were expelled from Heaven?”
“ Quite true. I was a Republican in a despotic 

Monarchy. No criticism was tolerated, an independent 
opinion was treason, though many things were 
wretchedly managed, a3 you may infer from the ways 
of Providence on this planet. I was banished, and all 
the democrats of Heaven with me, their leader but not 
their tyrant. Reinforced by all the fine spirits who 
have left your globe, wo are quite able to hold our own, 
and Jehovah is in no mood to provoke our hostility.”

“ How is it the Bible and the clergy give you such a 
bad character ? ” we asked.

“ Well,” said Satan, “ I am not aware that the Bible 
does any more than call me ill names ; it never brings 
a distinct charge against me. True, it declares that I 
tempted Eve, which is a fabulous story; though, if it 
were true, it would not affect lhy reputation, for it was 
fair strategy in the war with my enemy and oppressor, 
and Jehovah must bear the blame of making it a crime 
to eat apples.”

“ But the clergy say you are responsible for all 
the wickedness in this world.”

“ Yes, that is their account of the matter, but 
they are in the pay of the rival firm. A moment’s 
thought will show their folly. Was it I who made the 
world, and its queer inhabitants, some fools, some 
rogues, and many a  mixture of tiger and ape ? No, it 
Was Jehovah who created the whole wretched lo t; and 
let him answer for his own failures. Few of his 
‘sinful* creatures need any temptation from ‘ the 
fiend.’ They carry temptation enough within their 
own breasts.”

“ Turning from that subject,” we said, “ what do you 
think of the recent discussions on Hell?”

“ I think,” said the Devil, “ that the old doctrine is 
rapidly dying. Just as my character was blackened to 
make people turn to Jehovah, so Hell was depicted as 
a place of fire and brimstone, and unspeakable torture, 
in order to frighten people into the arms of the priests. 
Nor was I much annoyed, as I have said, for teaching 
like this winnowed the world, and sent the chaff to 
Heaven. But now the case is altered, and I am happy 
to see that I and my establishment are getting a large 
measure of fair play. By and bye I shall be the most 
popular emigration agent in the world.”

' “ Do you intend to call on Professor Mivart ? ”
“ Some day, perhaps; he is scarcely ready to receive 

me yet. He describes Hell as a place of ineffable hap
piness, which does credit to his intellect; but he is still 
under the dominion of Christian ideas, and I should bo 
sorry to frighten him by a sudden appearance. Besides, 
I visit no one without an invitation.” '

! “ Well,” we said, “ if Hell and the Devil become
popular, the clergy will have to change sides.”

“ Yes,” lie replied, “ and they will do it with grace 
and celerity. That is one of my troubles. I dread 
their nauseous flattery ; I  hate to think they will ever 
live as my parasites-”

“ In one sense,” we said, “ you were always popular. 
People called you names religiously, but Jehovah’s 
assistance was asked when they wanted to be mis
chievous.”

“ True,” replied Satan, “ and it is a curious com
mentary on thousands of sermons. Men never call on 
me in moments of fury. They say ‘ God damn you/ 
feeling that I am not available for the purpose. As I 
pass through the streets 1 seldom hear my name taken 
in vain; it is the name of God that is used in swearing 
and cursing; and I take it as a real if unintentional 
compliment.”

After this we had a good deal of conversation with 
Satan, which we may report hereafter. Throughout 
the chat he smoked his cigar and sipped his tumbler of 
cold water. When the hour was up, and the interview 
ending, he rose from his chair and extended his hand, 
which we shook heartily. Then he disappeared, not 
gradually, but instantaneously. As the Spiritists would 
say, he has the power of materialising and dematerialis- 
ing at will. Of course it may be objected that we are 
romancing but we disdain the insinuation.

G. W. FOOTE.

THE DR4.G0N ECLTP3ED.

One evening one of Jahveh’s quacks 
Towards a pub. was making tracks,

Where he might lodge the night.
All day he’d cuss’d and preached and praj-pd,
As was the manner of his trade,

But money was so tight 
That he was fairly at a loss 
How he should settle for his do3s,

For not a sou had he.
“ I swear,” he cried, “ by ancient Nick 
I’ll show these village louts a trick—

Will make them lodge me free.”
And while he scratched his shining pate,
A troop of boys, with hearts elate 

Came bounding out of school,
Shouting and dancing in their glee 
That once again they were set free 

From pedagogic rule.
An urchin spied the hairless sconce,
And thoughtless shouted out at once,

“ Go up, go up, bald head.”
And all his chummies big and wee 
Bo-echoed it with childish glee 

Nor thought they what they said.
“ Ha! ha 1” the holy man exclaimed,
“ Here is my chance, and I'll be blamed 

If I let it go by.
Jehovah has ordained it thus 
That I the cheeky brats should cuss,

And smite them hip and thigh.”
Like Robin Hood of ancient song 
He wound his whistle loud and long,

When lo ! there came to view 
From out the wood two great she-bears 
That nabbed the urchins unawares,

And gobbled forty-tvo.
T. CliAEK.

At a church soiree the vicar created a gigfie by announcing 
that Miss Tabitha Ticklomy would sing " 1 wandered down a 
shady lane,” accompanied by the curate.
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A C I D  D R O P S ,
We congratulate the South Woolwich Branch of the Gas 

Workers’ and General Laborers’ Union on its sensible protest 
against the Union-Jackism (or Union-Jackassery) of the 
London School Board. These laboring men call upon the 
Board to “ sink the vaunt of racial superiority, and encourage 
in the young mind the nobler ideals of a reign of universal 
brotherhood and peace.” Excellent 1 But the Eev. J. J. 
Coxhead, one of the Board members, , stigmatises these 
“ brotherhood and peace ” laborers as “ persons under the 
grossest ignorance.” Very likely. No doubt they are under 
the grossest ignorance as to the value of parsons in the educa
tion of the young.

Last week the Eev. B. M. Kitson and Mr. Benson Clough 
introduced a deputation of Churchmen to the London School 
Board with a memorial praying that the Christian religion 
should be taught in the schools by Christian teachers. These 
cool gentlemen wished the application of a religious test to 
teachers, paid for by the whole of the ratepayers. “ Every 
teacher should be required to declare that he or she was a 
Christian, believing in the Holy Trinity and the Divinity of 
Christ.” Evidently these gentlemen have a suspicion that 
such absurd dogmas as these will never be credited unless 
inculcated in early youth.

The Eev. Mr. Kitson said the religious education given in 
Board schools was a sham. “ It was not religious instruction 
at all, but Bible education.” Evidently Mr. Kitson does not 
believe “ the Bible only is the religion of Protestants.” His 
much-beloved Holy Trinity is not so conspicuous in the 
blessed volume. The Eev. Athelstone Eiley has brought the 
same matter before the House of Convocation. The clergy 
know that the question of their hold on infant minds is one 
of life or death to their caste, and they will fight to the utter
most to retain it.

Catholics, it appears, are not allowed to read the New 
Testament in Quebec. According to four ministers connected 
with the local Bible Society, when the New Testament 
is found in a E ornan Catholic family, it is “ condemned 
to the flames as a book which endangers their salvation.”

There is something very funny in this. The Protestant 
cries “ Give me the Bible ! It shows me the way to Heaven.” 
The Catholic cries “ Burn the Bible ! It will only lead me to 
Hell.” What a remarkably happy family I

The Eev. John Clifford has been preaching in reply to 
Eobert Buchanan. Dr. Clifford admits the awful misery that 
has been inflicted on humanity in the name of Christ. He 
says “ it is pathetic and it is irrefutable,” and “ no story is so 
black.” So far so good. Dr. Clifford pleads guilty as to the 
fact. He contends, however, that Chiistianity is not respon
sible. Its hands are perfectly pure. It had to work through 
human nature, and it was precisely this human nature which 
did all the mischief. “ Man as man,” he says, “ is a perse
cutor to the full extent of his power.”

This is a very protty subterfuge. ¡Christianity comes to 
redeem mankind ; it gets into power, and commits all kinds 
of atrocities; after a career of many hundreds of yearn it is 
found out and denounced ; then it turns round and exclaims, 
“ Don’t blame me ; it was the fault of that damned human 
nature.”

Dr. Clifford overstates the “ cussedness ” of human nature. 
It is perfectly true that ordinary men áre impatient of contra
diction, and too apt to resent a difference of opinion as an 
insult. But they would never go to the length of racks, 
thumbscrews, and stakes, if they were not egged on by the 
professional superstitionists, who have special reasons for 
hating heresy; first, because it affronts their professional 
dignity; second, because it threatens their power and profit. 
Of course it may be replied that the men of God were not 
true representatives of Christ. But what consolation is that 
to their victims ? Besides, a God who is helpless is as little 
worthy of worship as a God who is wicked. His only proper 
course is to get out of the way.

Dr. Clifford also flies in the face of Christian history. Per
secution, even to the death, has always been defended on
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Scriptural grounds. It also flows with irresistible logic from 
the doctrine of salvation by faith. If the heretic is tempting 
people to damnation, he is as much to be extinguished—with 
or without gratuitous pain—as a poisonous serpent or a man- 
eating tiger. ____

Apparently this is perceived by Dr. Clifford. He therefore 
seeks to explain away tha historic interpretation of the words 
“ He that believeth not shall be damned.” We are to regard 
them as meaning that we must miss the advantages of what 
we don’t accept. But, if Jesus meant that, why didn’t he 
plainly say so ? This “ great law ” of Dr. Clifford’s is a mere 
truism. It simply amounts to this—a man does not believe 
what he does not believe. And this is the “ great law ” 
extorted from Christ’s words after fifteen hundred years (since 
Constantine) of bickering and bloodshed. Eeally the “ great 
law ” is not worth the cost of learning it.

“ The Atheists,” says the Christian Commonwealth, “ are 
sadly in want of a poet.” Indeed t How much “ godism ” 
is there about George Meredith, Algernon Swinburne, and 
William Morris ? And if we turn to France we can find 
Atheist poets enough to satisfy the most exacting Christian 
editor. ____

This same pious journal, after noting Eobert Bucnanan’s 
statements that he refuses to be labelled a Christian, and that 
he believes “ the Christian faith as preached and practised has 
been and still is the most powerful enemy of human progress ” 
— this same journal, we say, goes on to charge him with 
•something like dissimulation, and says “ it would have been 
manlier to unmask in the prologue.” This is to forget or 
ignore that The Wandering Jew was published before the 
Chronicle discussion began. The discussion, in fact, arose 
out of a review of Mr. Buchanan’s poem. So much for the 
haughty virtue of our pious contemporary.

The Christian World refers to a recent sermon by Mr. 
E. F. Horton as “ the best kind of answer to the questions 
raised in the recent newspaper controversy on Christianity.” 
Mr. Horton says he does not care about a man’s creed or 
opinions ; men who love each other are the true disciples of 
Jesus Christ. But men loved oach other beforo Christ was 
born, and would have continued to love each other if he had 
never been born at all. What is the use of declaring a man 
to be a follower of Christ simply because he has a good store 
of the milk of human kindness ? Mr, Horton confounds 
Christianity with Humanity. “ Christ ” is a name that divides 
the human race. Humanity i3 a word that unites them all 
over the world.

How much reality there is in Mr. Horton’s ¡rejection of 
“ creeds ” is perceptible in his reply to Mr. Buchanan, whom 
he condescends to pity—a sentiment which the object of it 
rejects with disdain. According to Mr. Horton, tho ideas of 
Mr. Buchanan could only bo entertained by one who ignores 
or discredits the New Testament records. It appears, then, 
that Mr. Horton has a creed after all. His creed is the credi
bility of the four gospels; as indefensible a creed as any with 
which we are acquainted,

“ Christ,” says Mr. Horton, “ has not succeeded.” Well, 
that's true. But, adds Mr. Horton, “ he has not failed.” No ? 
What then ? Why, he “ is succeeding, and one day his 
success will be complete.” This is a new argument from 
prophecy. But no man is bound to believe Mr. Horton’s pre
dictions. He is probably no more able to see into tho middle 
of next week than his neighbors.

Here is a little incident in the Bottomley-Isaacs trial. Mr. 
Ernest Day, a shorthand writer, formerly in the employ of 
Mr. Bottom ley, was called to speak to some entries in diaries.

Mr. Justice Hawkins : I see an entry that the Eev. Dr. 
M’Neill will preaeh on a particular day. Has that anything 
to do with the matter ?

Mr. Bottomley : That refers to one of my recreations, my 
lord. (Laughter.) ____

The vicar of East Leigh (which his name is Thomas) com
plained recently of the poor way in which the congregation 
“ shelled out.” The collections did not average one penny 
per head, and some persons basely put in buttons. Shocking ! 
The reverend gentleman has our deepest sympathy.

In his latest book The Great Enigma, Mr. W. 8. Lilly
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says: " I  cannot conceal from myself that there is a great 
and growing multitude of cultivated and virtuous men and 
women, earnestly desirous to follow truth, who, in the 
increased capacities for doubting which this new age confers, 
are unable—honestly unable—to use the old religious sym
bols.” These people are not told by Mr. Lilly that his 
Church (the Roman Catholic) condemns them to everlasting 
torment. Oh dear no.' All they need i3 to listen to the 
mild persuasiveness of Mr. Lilly, that he and his Church 
alone can solve the great Enigma. It is, however, a draw
back to Mr. Lilly’s performance that he has little to say to 
the out and out Atheist. The Jesuit’s task is so much easier 
if some form of Theism is admitted.

Mr. Labouchere’s speech on Uganda in the House of 
Commons is thus summarised by the parliamentary reporter 
of the Christian W o rld :—“ He showed us how closely mixed 
up in the recent history of that country were missionaries, 
gatling guns, and bogus company promoters.” It is a most 
instructive catalogue. We commend it to the attention of 
the apologists of Christianity. They can add it to their 
stock list of “ evidences.”

The editor of a new Christian journal offers a book on 
Christian Evidence to the value of 6s. for the best reply to 
the following objection : “ If any man come unto me and hate 
not his father and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sistere, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple ” (Luke xiv. 26). How can this be reconciled 
with the new commandment, “ That ye love one another ” 
(John xiii. 34) ? Six shillings in hard cash might evoke 
some ingenuity ; but a Christian Evidence book of this 
nominal value most people know will not fetch sixpence in 
the book market.

A new spiritist paper has been issued as the organ of the 
London Spiritualists’ Federation. It bears the rather 
startling titlo Astarte. This name, the opening address 
explains, is given partly “ for some occult reasons,” partly 
to assert “ the feminine principle in Deity.” The spirits 
seem to be getting tired of their bachelor God.

Poor Mr. Stead 1 No wonder the good man has gone 
wrong. Since it has been discovered that he is a writing 
medium, no fewer than three thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-four living acquaintances seek every opportunity of 
communicating through his fingers, in the hope of their con
tributions appearing in print. This is not the worst of it. 
More than fifteen hundred thousand billion odd departed 
spirits are all equally anxious to communicate. No wonder 
his writings exhibit confusion of ideas and extraordinary 
mental flabbiness. He will have a lot of work for his spook 
type-writing machine. It is indeed calculated that if the 
whole world was filled with type-writers they would not 
suffice for the myriads of departed spirits who all want to say 
their say through this distinguished medium.

This is the worst of having dealings with departed spirits. 
Their name is legion, and the spirits are usually unrectified. 
To illustrate this we will tell a story we heard through a 
medium. When the lato unlamented Charley Peace died «n 
the gallows in the sure and certain hope of being jerked to 
Jesus, he was disappointed. Charley did not count on the 
gatekeeper, Peter. Wafted on the prayers of the chaplain to 
the pearly gates of the New Jerusalem, he heard Jacob, 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Solomon, and the rest singing 
“ holy, holy, holy ” inside. Observing the jewels about, he 
thought the crib would suit. But Peter, at the gate, reminded 
him that heaven was a purely Jewish institution, and the 
chaplain, in preparing his soul for kingdom come, had 
omitted the one thing needful for salvation—circumcision.

What could the poor spook do ? Not knowing that hell 
had been refrigerated and made into pleasure-grounds for the 
benefit of Mr. St. George Mivart’s scientific friends ; in horror 
lest ho should have eternal gnashing of his teeth, Charley 
Naturally hurried back to earth. But here, too, the doors 
'"'ere shut. The only entrances open were by obsessing some 
crank with a disordered nervous system known as a medium. 
Charley made his way to one of tho most powerful. Of 
course ho did not go in his own name. That was against 
his habits. Ho was used to disguises, and presented himself 
*n spirit at the writing table as tbo late Rev. John Wesley.

The pretended spirit of the late Rev. John Wesley said he 
had important news to communicate if he only found he was 
welcome to come when he liked. He said he had occasion to 
know that there was still a good deal of wickedness upon 
earth, and suggested that the good medium should go on a 
crusade against it. Moral impurity was the most crying evil 
of civilisation. If the medium would only try how easily a 
girl might be taken from her parents, and publish the 
results, ho would greatly and most beneficently con
tribute to the cause of moral purity, and, the spirit slyly 
added, there would be money in it. The good man fell into 
the trap, not knowing the real object was that the burglar’s 
spook should reincarnate itself in the medium’s carcase. 
Which shows the danger of dealing with unrectified spirits.

Another Anchor liner, the “ Trinacria,” wrecked, and 31 
persons drowned; a fishing fleet destroyed off the Lofden 
Isles, Norway, and at least 123 fishermen’s lives lost; a fire 
at a lunatic asylum at Dover, New Hampshire, by which 44 
helpless inmates perished ; disastrous floods in Queensland 
and New South Wales, occasioning enormous los3 of life and 
property, and further earthquakes in Zante, are among recent 
manifestations of Divine Providence.

The Rev. Evan Jenkins, rector of Manafon, has had to 
appear before the beak for being drunk and disorderly. The 
chief constable affirmed that the man of God threatened him 
with violence. The case was adjourned for a month, the rev. 
gentleman paying the costs. He left the court winking his 
eye and wishing all a good morning.

Pity the poor clergy. Their impecuniosity and impoverish
ment has been the subject of much talk in Convocation. 
Nothing was said of reckless marriages and large families, but 
a resolution was carried “ That this House is of opinion that 
the extreme impoverishment of some of the clergy urgently 
demands the serious attention of Churchmen.” Churchmen, 
it seems, are appealed to, not the church dignitaries with 
billets ranging ,from £1,000 to £15,000 a year, who surely 
might help their poorer brethren, instead of appealing to the 
laity. ____

According to the Archbishop, the average income of the 
parish clergyman was under £300 a year. This is an alarm
ing state of things. But what is tho remedy ? The Arch
bishop did not'propose to relinquish any of his own salary. 
No, no. He called upon the laymen to shell out, and they, 
alas, seem indisposed to do so. It is to bo presumed, there
fore, that the lower-Balaried clergy will have to go on feeling 
in their own persons the truth of the text, “ Blessod be ye 
poor.” ____

Tho fund raised for the widow and family of the Rev. T. 
Pitt, of Kidsgrove, has been closed, and amounts to £485. 
“ Leave thy fatherless children, and I will preserve them 
alive, and let thy widows trust in mo.” How easy it is to 
trust in him—if you have plenty of money.

Under the heading of “ Highland Heretic Hunting,” the 
Christian World publishes an account of tho persecution of 
Mr. Alexander Macrae at Stockton, in the Hebrides. Mr. 
Macrae was accused of publishing, with free comments, 
certain extracts from the sermons of the Free Church 
minister. A member of tho congregation went to his employer 
and demanded his dismissal, which was declined. Macrae 
was followed about by a threatening mob, who refused to 
allow him to go to the post office. He was assaultod, and 
was rescued half dead. On Sunday fortnight he was forcibly 
kept out of church by the mob, and on the Monday and 
Tuesday the hostilities were so serious that he had to Besort 
to police protection. On the following Sunday ho went to 
church again—this time guarded by two stout policemen, in 
whose presence tho heretic-hunters judged it discreet to keep 
quiet. “ The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness ” (Gal. v. 22), etc.

Tho Christian World  reports the illness of no less than 
thirteen ministers who are unable to continue their work for 
Jesus. They are all showing that they believe that “ the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick and the Lord shall raise 
him up ” (James v. 15) by adopting all possible human aid. 
They take precious good care not to trust too much to prayer.
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Archdeacon Farrar, according to the Daily Telegraph, has 
written an article on his own income for the forthcoming 
number of the Review o f the Churches. He denies that 
his emoluments amount to £2,600 a year. The figure 
is £900 in excess of the reality. This leaves £1,700 a 
year, which is still a pretty tidy income for a disciple of the 
“ poor Carpenter of Nazareth.”

Without questioning Archdeacon Farrar’s veracity, we beg 
to observe that clericals are apt to calculate their incomes in 
a curious fashion. A case once cropped up in a debate 
in the House of Commons, in which a certain vicar returned 
his livings as worth £150 a year when they were really 
worth £1,500. Being interrogated as to the discrepancy, he 
replied that his wife was delicate and required a carriage to 
ridej in. that his children went to expensive colleges, that he 
was obliged to keep a horse for his own use, and that by the 
time everything wa3 deducted there only remained £150 for 
himself.

Archdeacon Farrar loses his temper as easily as the poor 
Carpenter. He declares that the amount of his income “ can 
only concern a diseased and malevolent curiosity.” Indeed ! 
Dr. Farrar forgets that he occupies posts in a great public 
department—the State Church. He also forgets that people 
who are preached to about their “ sins” have a right to 
criticise the preacher, especially when his teaching and his 
practice are in flagrant opposition.

A fighting Freethinker can always give an orthodox Chris
tian points about his Bible. Dr. Gentles, of Abbey, Paisley, 
says that with the inconceivable, dense, and utter ignorance, 
or the scrappy, unsystematised knowledge of scripture that 
prevails so largely through all the Churches, a minister is 
really afraid to select his text from any of the minor or less 
known books of the Bible because of the difficulty he knows 
a large proportion of his hearers will have in finding the book.

A serious accident occurred at Donegall-street Congrega
tional Church, Belfast. A wedding ceremony was being 
performed, and a great crowd had assembled on the stone 
stairs in front of the church. Ore wing of these gave way, 
and several people were injured. “ Who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle ?’’ (Psalms xv. 1).

Hargreaves, the pious engine driver, whose praying was 
said to have prevented a big slaughter in the Norwood 
accident, does not seem to be in constant communication 
with Jehovah. We are informed that, the other evening 
while driving from Portsmouth to Brighton, he forgot to call 
at Shoreham. Luckily there was no accident; still, the 
pious Hargreaves should be more assiduous in his devotions. 
As the text says, he should “ pray without ceasing,” and not 
knock off at Shoreham.

Henry Varley used to spend a good deal of his own time, 
and no doubt a good deal of other people’s money, in urging 
the prosecution of the Freethinker and the exclusion of 
Mr. Bradlaugh from parliament. Lately he has travelled the 
world as a revivalist, but he carries his bigotry with him 
wherever he goes. He complains of latitudinarianism in 
India. People actually say to him “ Well, it matters little 
whether a man be a follower of Mohammed or Buddha, 
Zoroaster or Shiva, provided he is a good man and sincere in 
what he believes.” This is shocking to Henry Varley, who, 
apparently, would rather the Hindus were Christians than 
good men.

Religious prejudice has showed itself at Marsovan, near 
Constantinople, by the burning of the American Girls 
College by a Moslem mob. Some placard placed outside the 
college, not by the principal’s orders, appears to havo been 
the occasion of the outrage.

It has been remarked that the only successful social com
munities have been religious ones, and the Shakers and 
Harmonists in America have been instanced as proof. A 
sufficient explanation, however, is that these communities 
have insisted on celibacy, the population question proving 
the ruin of many others. By the adoption of celibacy the 
Harmonists of Economy, Pennsylvania, founded by Rapp in 
1803, have got enormous wealth, the disposal of which is in 
hands of the elders of the sect. These worthies are now 
being prosecuted for fraud by other members of the com

munity. Religion, or worldly interest, may insist on celibacy, 
but it cannot keep out roguery.

The editor of the London Daily Chronicle (Mr. A. E. 
Fletcher) attended the annual meeting of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Home Missions at a church in the Liverpool-road. 
He not only attended, in fact, but took the chair. In the 
course of his speech he remarked that the Chronicle dis
cussion on “ Is Christianity Played Out ? ” had alarmed a 
good many of the weaker brethren. But there was “ not the 
slightest fear that Christianity was going to be extinguished 
by Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Foote. “ Mr. Foote,” he con
tinued, “ had performed some wonderful feats [a brilliant 
joke, exciting great laughter] but he did not think he was 
equal to that catastrophe.” We cordially agree with Mr. 
Fletcher. Mr. Foote will not extinguish Christianity. But 
he is doing something towards it—which is all he ever 
pretended to do. Greater men than he dealt Christianity 
some terrible blows before he was born. Mr. Foote is 
only one soldier in the great army of emancipation.

Mr. Fletcher need not chuckle so loudly. A great religion 
does not die in a day, but it dies for all that. If you 
knock out a man’s brains he dies immediately; but if 
the brains of a religion are knocked out it goes on living for 
a long while. Brains are not essential to its vitality.

Sir Julian.Goldsmid, M .P, appeared in the pulpit of the 
Jewish Reformed Synagogue recently, and gave some smart 
hits at his Christian brethren, taking for his text the so-called 
“ golden rule,” which, he observed, was as old as the Jewish 
religion. Applying it, he spoke of the efforts to convert Jews 
to Christianity. These bodies spent considerable sums on 
officers and machinery, and perhaps they succeeded at enor
mous cost in influencing a few self-seeking members of the 
Jewish community, chiefly drawn from the continent. How, 
he asked, would Christians like Jews to adopt similar methods 
towards them ? When Christians, remarked Sir Julian, had 
suppressed drunkenness, vice, and crime among their own 
people, then with some show of reason they might enter on 
the luxurious and expensive work of the conversion of the 
Jews to Christianity. ____

The Church Times strongly denounces “ Evening Com
munion,” which the Archbishop of York has recently also 
censured as showing a lax and indolent spirit. The real 
grievance of the C. T,, however, is mixing the body of Christ 
up with carnal food ; so to take the Lord’s Supper at the same 
time as the Lord and his apostles, is now almost unchristian.

The Roman Catholic Month devotes a paper to giving the 
Catholic view of the famous Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s 
Day, 1572. Its contention in its own words is that “ The 
St. Bartholomew Massacre was a great crime committed by 
persons professing the Catholic faith. The guilt of it belongs 
to Charles IX. and his mother, with their councillors, and to 
no one else besides, except the actual executioners.” This 
attempt to exonerate the Church wifi not do, first because 
it was accessory before the fact, the councillors of Catherine 
de Medicis being priests, including the Cardinal Lorraine ; 
secondly, the Pops Gregory XIII. himself was accessory after 
the murders, holding a feast at the Vatican and issuing a 
special modal—a copy of which is in our possession—in 
honor of the event.

Edith O'Gorman Auffray, the “ Escaped Nun,” lectured last 
week at St. Pancras on “ The Romish School System.” She 
was continually interrupted by clamorous Catholics, who 
called her the better half of Ananias. Evidently Christianity 
is not quite played out.

The Rev. F. Iladyn Williams, the Radical Presbyterian 
minister of Whitby, ha3 got into a row with some of the 
people of his chapel. He has had to prosecute one trustee 
for detaining muniments of the chapel, and another member 
for threatening to give him a pair of black eyes.

A baker’s wife, in the Lindenstrasso, Berlin, strangled her 
ten-year-old child in its sleep with a leather strap. When 
the husband returned from work he found her standing over 
the dead body. She said the evil spirits had incited her to 
perpetrate the murder. It was another case of religious 
mania. Let us take the fifty-fourth hymn—

Religion, religion, thy praises I’ll sing.
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MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS,

F riday, February 17, Secular Hall, G1 New Church-road, 
Camberwell-road, S.E., at 8, “ Why I  Cannot be a Christian.” 
(Admission free).

Sunday, Feb. 19, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E .C .:— 
11.15, “ Mr. Gladstone’s Home Rule B ill;” (admission free); 
7, “  Freethought and the Marriage Question,”

February 26, Grimsby; 28, Battersea.
March 5, Liverpool ; 12, Leeds; 1G, Hamm ersmith; 19, Hall 

of Science ; 20, Manchester.

TO O O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Ch a b les  W atts’ E ngagements.—Feb. 19, Leicester; 
26, Birm ingham ; 28, Sheffield. March 1, 2, 3, Sheffield; 5, 
B irm ingham ; 12, Hall of Science, London; 19, B ristol; 
26, 27 and 28, Glasgow. April 2 and 9, Birm ingham ; 
16 and 23, Hall of Science, London ; 30, Sheffield. 
May 7 and 14, Birmingham ; 28, Hall of Science, London. 
—All communications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct 
to him (w ith stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville 
H all, The Orescent, Birmingham.

G. E. N a e w ig e b .—Thanks for cutting. We shall see you 
soon again at Hull.

N emo.—Pleased to hear you are taking shares in the National 
Secular Hall Society ; also that the moro you read the 
Freethinker, the better you like it. Instead of doing as you 
suggest, it m ight be better to take an extra copy of our 
monthly Special Number, and circulate it among your 
liberal-minded acquaintances. See also “ Acid Drops.”

A. Go o d b ic h .—Tho copy was not handed to us. We will 
make inquiries. Thauks for your words of encouragement. 
The Freethinker is gaining in circulation, though slowly; 
and we are happy to say that the Special Numbor sells 
rather better than the ordinary numbers.

E .W . D. says “ I am, w ith others, very ploasod with your 
Special Numbers, especially with your idea of tho portraits, 
which I  have long-been w anting.”

G. Mason.— Thanks. The book may be useful.
J .  S.—We intend to prin t a first-rate portrait of Thomas Paine 

in the Freethinker shortly.
G. W. B.—Tho article would possess no novelty for tho readers 

of this journal. I t  goes quietly over well-beaten ground.
W. Cole  (W est Cowes).—Johnson’s Rise of Christendom was 

reviewed at some length in “ Book C h a t” by Mr. Wheeler. 
Wo aro not prepared at presont, to give a decided opinion. 
There is much to bo said for tho position maintained in the 
book, but there are facts it does not seem to cover. Thanks 
for the reference to articles in the Bulletin.

E c l ec tic .—Your reasons why the Freethinker should bo 
illustrated aro indisputable. Wo cannot, however, under
take tho expense at present. Our monthly special will be 
illustrated, sometimes considerably ; and by and bye we may 
give an illustration in the ordinary penny numbers. You 
say “ Why not make the price twopence P Thoro would be 
no serious objection.” Our opinion is that thoro would be. 
“ Why not ask your readers’ opinion on tho subject ?” you 
inquire. Well, wo liavo no objection to hearing what they 
have to say.

A. 0 . Sl a d e .—Packet received with thanks. Soo “ Acid 
Drops,” etc.

G. L. Macken zie .—Always pleased to loam from you.
J . It. Hobson.—No use inserting notice for Feb. 16. Tho Free

thinker does not reach Jarrow  in time.
L. N. Cl if t o n .— See paragraph. Wo wish tho Wolvorhampton 

Branch all succoss. Your onergy merits it.
A lph a .—I f each does his best tho cause will never be in need.
N il  DESf’EBANDU.M.—See “ Acid Drops.”
W. A. Lii .l.—Obliged to shorten a little.
Z kbroc.—You probably refer to Shelley’s essay, which, w ith 

other m atter, is now published as a pamphlet, price two
pence. Order of Mr. Forder.

J. Oiiam .—Uocoivod, See “ Sugar Plum s.”
J. K ea st .—Glad to hear you aro going to have a social party 

at Bristol on March 13. Such functions help to bind tho 
mombors togothor.

E. II. J ones.—Pleased to hear from you.
J . Fleming.—It is a cuiious argument that Providonco is not 

responsible for tho catastrophe at Zante. Providence sent 
tho earthquake, but tho pooplo built tho houses that wero 
thrown down ! You ought to have been a Chiistian 
Evidenco locturer.

J . H o o pe r .—Lecture Notico already received.
Secula rist .—Tho 10s. is devoted as you request, which is all 

we can do. The case has long been dealt w ith by tho 
Benevolent Fund Committee. While tho Committoe is pre
pared to investigate and roliovo cases of distress, it is bad 
policy to make charitable appeals for individuals in Free- 
thought journals.

S. M. Peacock.—All right. No hurry.
H all of Sc ien c e  Ch il d r e n ’s P a r ty .— G. W. Foote, 10s,;
( J . Herrington, Is .;  A. Friond, 2s.
1 FnEETniNKEB ” Sustentation  Fund.— J . J ennino , £1.

J . H errington .—Obliged to shorten it. We hope all Free
thinkers will join the N.S.S. Ancient differences should bo 
buried and forgotten.

E. G. Billington.—Yes, we remember. Wc want a few more 
Worcester addresses, if possible.

T. Sh o re .—-Noticed in “ Acid Drops.” Shall be glad to have 
the copy you mention. We fear little can be done until the 
next School Board election is approaching. |

J. H. W.—Received, and under consideration.
G. W. M.—You need moro practice in composition.
Shilling  Week  Fund.—M. S. Walker, 5 s .; R. S. Hull, 1r.
Mil l y .—(1) Fairly correct. ( 2 ) “ ThoBe mine enemies,” etc.

occurs at the end of a story or parable. I t  cannot bo cited 
as a positive injunction, but its spirit has countenanced 
much persecution.

M. E. W a l k er .—Better late than never. We shall have moro 
Freethought in Ireland under Horae Rule. The priests will 
have to defend the faith instead of fighting tho “ base and 
bloody Saxon.”

H ull  F ig h tin g  F und.—A. A., 2 s .; Alpha, 13.; St. Albans, Is. 
Several correspondents promise subscriptions for this fund.

H. M .R idgway says that a course of Thursday evening lecturos 
is being delivered by a Catholic priest at Myddletou Hall, 
Upper-street, Islington. Discussion is allowed after tho 
lecture, five minutes being given to each speaker. Free
thinkers might drop in and tackle the roverend gentleman.

R. W. nEARNDEN.—Inserted as desired.
H. E.—(1) Read Buchner’s Force and Matter and Holbich’s 

System o f Nature. Also, if possible, Mill’s Three Essays on 
Religion. (2) Mr. Foote does not call himself a Monist.

Cobbespondenok  should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the foltowing week.

Pa per s  R e c e iv e d .—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator— 
Open Court—Freidenkor—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
—Western Figaro — Liberator—Liberty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaren—La Raison— 
Islington Gazette—South Australian Register—Morning 
Leador—Glasgow Evening News—Fur Uusore Jugend— 
Hull Critic—Printer’s Ink—Boston Guardian—Whitby 
Times.

L it e r a r y  communications to bo addressed to tho Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when thoir sub
scription oxpiros.

The Freethinker (including tho twopenny special numbor for 
tho first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from 
the office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One 
Year, 7s. 6 d .; Half Year, 3s. 9 d .; Three Months, Is. lOJd-

Scale of  A d v er t ise m e n ts .— Thirty words, Is. 6 d .; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d( Displayed Advertisements:— 
One inch, 3 s .; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special 
torms for repetitions.

THE FIGHT AT HULL.

Th e  date of my visit to Hull is not yet fixed. There 
is a prospect of obtaining an unlicensed hall, and the 
matter may be decided before this week’s Freethinker 
is in all its readers’ bauds. I hear that the police at 
Hull have bought copies of this journal, so they will 
know what 1 intend, and I atn anxious that they 
should know, for I want them to prosecute me, instead 
of backing down as the police did at Portsmouth.

I t is high time that this silly old Act of George III. 
wero repealed. There is absolutely no point of 
morality or public order involved iu charging for 
admission to lectures on Sunday. Any action against 
us must be prompted by bigotry. I t is thought, 
perhaps, that, as we cannot be arguod out of exist
ence, wo might be starved out. But it is not the 
intention of tho Secular party to bo extinguished iu 
this way. I feel I am interpreting their wishes in 
boldly defying tho Hull police, and defending Seoul u’ 
rights at the point where they aro assailed.

The Hull Branch is quite ready to take its share 
of the fighting and danger, and wo shall strike 
while the iron is hot. Any other engagement of 
mine will be set aside for this purpose.

. G. W . F o o t e .
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S U G A R  P L U M S .
Mr. Foote’s lecture on “ Can We Follow Christ? ” drew a 

capital audience to the London Hall of Science on Sunday 
evening. There were evidently a good many strangers 
present. A collection was taken at the doors on behalf 
of the Children’s Party. After the lecture Mr. Foote met a 
little party of ladies and gentlemen with a view to forming a 
strong working Committee at the Hall of Science.

Mr. Foote occupies the Hall of Science platform again 
to-day (Feb. 19). In the morning, instead of taking the 
subject on the bills, he will speak on “ Mr. Gladstone’s Home 
Rule Bill ”— a topic of more burning interest. The admission 
to this lecture is free. In the evening Mr. Foote’s lecture will 
be upon “ Freethought and the Marriage Question.” In 
the course of the lecture he will deal with some points 
raised in the Marquis of Queensberry’s pamphlet. The 
Marquis has been invited to attend, and has promised to come 
if he is in town and up to the mark. He has been furnished 
with a reference to the points in his pamphlet that will be 
criticised. ____

An exceptional Wednesday evening audience assembled at 
the London Hall of Science to hear Mr. Foote’s lecture on 
“ Shakespeare’s H am let; its Philosophy and Lessons.” 
Brighter auditors could hardly be conceived, and their rapt 
attention was the highest compliment. Shakespeare himself 
might have been pleased to witness how his best passages 
were followed and appreciated. A gentleman who asked a 
question said he hoped to see Mr. Foote in the part of 
" Hamlet ”—a remark which was heartily cheered. Dp to 
the present we have not heard that the lecturer has engaged 
a theatre for the performance.

The audience did more than applaud, it put a very good 
collection in the boxes. Mr. Foote intends to give a few 
more Wednesday evening lectures on literary subjects. In 
one sense they are a tax upon him, as he takes no fee, and all 
the proceeds go to the N.S.S. Out of six lectures he is 
delivering at the Hall of Science this month, four are entirely 
gratuitous. This is not said boastingly, but only to show 
subscribers to the movement that ho is doing his share of the 
work, and has therefore a right to ask for support from 
others.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in Liverpool last 
Sunday. The severe storm that raged in the city Saturday 
night and early on Sunday interfered with his morning 
audienoe, but the afternoon meeting wa3 well attended, and 
in the evening the hall was full. The applause was exceed
ingly enthusiastic. On each occasion a good supply of Free
thinkers was on hand, including our recent Special Number, 
but every copy was sold. To-day, Feb. 19, Mr. Watts 
lectures afternoon and evening in Leicester,

We are happy to see that the Wolverhampton Branch is 
making good progress. Mr, A. B. Moss lectured in the 
Athenaeum on Sunday afternoon, and delivered a much 
appreciated lecture to a large audience. Mr. Daniel Baker, 
who was over from Birmingham, was well pleased with the 
proceedings. To-day (Feb. 19) three lectures will be delivered 
in the Athenreum by Air. James Hooper, of Nottingham, who 
will doubtless meet with a hearty reception. Tea, at nine- 
pence, will be provided for friends from a distance.

Jarrow was a centre of Freethought activity many years 
ago, and Mrs. Harriet Law, wo believe, used to get large 
audiences there. Of late years, however, Jarrow has been 
thrown into the shade by South Shields. Nevertheless there 
is a good field for Freethought propaganda in "  Ja’ow,” and 
we are glad to see that a Branch of the N.S.S. has juBt been 
formed in this busy town. Mr. Hubert Richardson is presi
dent, and Mr. John Sanderson treasurer. The secretary is 
Mr. J. R. Robson, 6 Holly-street, with whom persons wishing 
to join the Jarrow Branch are requested to communicate.

The Hull Critic prints a report of Mr. Foote’s lectures at 
Hull signed by “ Ixion.” Though brief, it is impartial; it 
draws attention to the police interference, and to the applause 
which greeted Mr. Foote’s declaration of his intention to 
fight the question out during another vii,T; to Hull.

Mr. E. Anderson, president of the West Ham Branch, 
attended a “ Conference ” at Field-road Methodist Chapel on 
Sunday afternoon, Jan. 15. The subject considered was 
“ Why Working Men do not go to Church.” Mr. Anderson 
gave his view of the matter, or rather he tried to, for he was 
frequently interrupted, and at last silenced. Happily, he has 
printed his observations—those he spoke and those he didn’t 
speak. We hope the tract will be widely circulated in 
West Ham. Copies can be obtained at 6d. per dozen from 
Mr. Anderson, or from the printer, Mr. G. Standring, 7 
Finsbury-street, E.C.

The French government has granted a pension of £240 a 
year to the widow of the late Ernest Renan. We are glad to 
see it. The French government honors itself by the act. 
Renan was true to his genius. He never took part in the 
sordid scramble for wealth. He gave the best that was in 
him to his follow citizens ; and recognising this, the state 
constitutes itself the guardian of his widow. We know 
there are arguments against all pensions, but while the 
Panama scandal is fresh in the public mind, few will condemn 
or grudge this modest pension to the widow of a laborious 
scholar, who gave an intellectual tone to his nation,

Baron Hanstein, who can claim a thorough acquaintance 
with the social condition of the Russian empire, remarks that 
the “ creed of science’’ (Agnosticism) has become a sort 
of Freemasonry among the educated classes of northern 
Russia, and that at the fashionable supper tables of St. 
Petersburg the ridicule of orthodox absurdities forms a 
favorite topic of conversation, even in the presence of 
government officials. Professional spies, he adds, swarm 
among the upper ten, but they connive at such indiscretions 
and limit their attention to the discovery of political 
infidelities.

The Swedish State Minister of Religion and Education has 
indicted Professor Harnack for giving expression to Free- 
thought sentiments. The Professor had stated in one of his 
lectures at the university that he doubted the truth of 
Christ’s miraculous birth.

The Literary World of Feb. 10 devotes a leader to James 
Thomson (B.V.), contributed by Air. J. Stanley Little.

In a letter to the Weekly Dispatch on School Board 
Theology, Air, J. Allanson Picton, AI.P., points out that on 
the continent, France, Holland, Genava, and Neuchaiol no 
longer give religious instruction in school. “ In the colonial 
and North American world the only countries which give 
such instruction are Gape Colony, Prince E l ward Island, 
Quebec, Alanitoba, Maine, Alichigan, and Oregon. Some few 
others allow the reading of the Bible ‘ without note or com
ment.’ But, generally speaking, the newer British races 
throughout the world, including the whole of Australasia, 
have adopted secular teaching pure and simple.” Mr. Picton 
notices that children in England may be taught that 
“ Baalam’s ass spoke, or that Jonah lived in a whale’s belly, 
or that God cursed the whole world and every succeeding 
generation on account of Eve’s theft of an apple. These 
notions are not distinctive of any one denomination.” He 
rightly adds that “ the privilege of withdrawal from religious 
instruction is not a very enviable one. Most children would 
rather hear their fathers called infidels than be themselves 
treated as lepers.”

Mr. Forder lectured to capital audiences at Ipswich on 
8unday. He made arrangements for Freethought literature 
to be on sale at future Branch meetings. A largo parcel of 
books and pamphlets has been sent down from London, 
and we hope it will be the means of spreading our principles 
in the town and district.

The Ulster Branch will have a Concert with Readings at 
Crown Chambers Hall, 64 Royal-avenue, Belfast, on Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 28. Tickets sixpence ; proceeds in aid of Piano 
Fund. There should be a large gathering.

The annual report of the Ulster Branch notes a steadily 
increased attendance at the Sunday evening meetings. There 
has ulso been an improved sale of literature. The committee 
hope to see Branches of the N.S.S. formed in the principal 
towns in Ireland. So do wo.
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Mr. A. B. Wakefield, of Hipperholme, who is well known 
to our Lancashire and Yorkshire readers, is to be honored by 
a life-size (bust) oil portrait of himself in the Holbeck Liberal 
Club, where it will hang in company with portraits of Mr. 
Gladstone, Mr. Morley, and other Liberal leaders,

A four nights’ public debate is to take place in the Co
operative Hall, Downing-street, Ardwick, Manchester, between 
Mr. Stanley Jones and Mr. George Wise, of Liverpool. Our 
informant does not mention the dates. The subjects are 
“ Has Man a Soul ?” and “ Christianity or Secularism.”

The Finsbury Branch has arranged for another Smoking 
Concert at the Hall of Science on Saturday, March 4. The 
tickets are sixpence, and the proceeds will be given to the 
London Secular Federation.

The Hall of Science Children’s Party takes place on Wed
nesday, March 1. Applications for children’s tickets should 
be made at once. Adults’ tickets are threepence each, entitling 
them to watch the fun from the gallery. The committee is 
in need of further subscriptions.

The new Bath Branch of tho N.S.S. starts with twelve 
members. We hope it will carry on as active a propaganda 
as possible in that "respectable” city.

The North German Lloyd’s steamer " Spree ” has been 
open to visitors for several Sundays on payment of sixpence, 
and the proceeds hsve been given to local charities and 
institutes. This is not bad for Sabbatarian Wales. Of 
course the money has not been refused. Sabbatarianism is 
mollified by hard cash.

The Grimsby Branch has arranged for another tea-party 
before Mr. Foote’s evening lecture on Feb. 26. There will 
be a good shilling meat-tea for the price of sixpence ; the cost 
to be defrayed by donations, and tho whole proceeds to go to 
the Branch funds. Only eighty tickets being available, those 
who wish to be present should make early application to Mr. 
J. Wittering, 256 Freeman-street.

At the Battersea Secular Hall last Monday about sixty 
children sat down to a substantial tea, after which they 
indulged in various games and competitions. A magic lantern 
entertainment wound up the proceedings. Mr. J. B. Ooppock 
kindly offered the use of his lantern for the occasion. All the 
juveniles seemed to jenjoy themselves immensely, each going 
home with one or more prizes.

On Tuesday, Feb. 28, Mr. Foote delivers a benefit lecture 
for the Battersea Branch in the Chatham Hall, adjoining the 
Battersea-park Station. Tho subject is “ Gan We Follow 
Christ ? ” and the prices of admission threepence, sixpence, 
and a shilling. Discussion is invited, and, as Mr. Foote 
has not lectured in the district lately, there should be plenty 
of it. Those who want to secure seats should obtain tickets 
from the Branch secretary.

Printer's Ink  says tin t a certain American firm have 
increased their list of clients from 75 to 1,500, by their 
advertisement being headed by the following profane joke, 
■which is a modification of one which originally appeared in 
tho Freethinker. “ Upon the recent death of an eminent 
English divine at Cannes, the following bulletin was placed 
by the family upon the door of hi3 late residence : 1 Mr.
E------- departed this life for heaven at 11 o’clock a.m.’
Somo passing wag, possessed of moro drollery than reverence, 
placed beneath the notice a telegraph blank filled out
lQ the following manner: ‘ Heaven, 12 a.m. Mr. 8 ------
not yet arrived. Getting uneasy. Peter.’ ” Profane jokes 
are evidently appreciated in the States.

HOW TO HELP U8.
(1) Got your newsagont to oxliibit tho Freethinker in the 

window.
v2) Got your newsagent to tako a few copies of tho Freethinker 

and try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to tako the ccpios
. that romain unsold.
t3) Tako an oxtra copy (or more), and circulate it among your 

acquaintances.
(*) Display,or get displayed, ono of our oontonts-sheots, which 

aro of a convenient sizo for tho purposo. Mr, Fordor 
will sond thorn on application.

POPULAR RELIGION OPPOSED TO REASON 
AND PROGRESS.

The recent controversy on the principles of those 
who profesa and call themselves Christians reveals 
nothing more clearly than the necessity of giving a 
private interpretation to every utterance ascribed to 
Jesus. I t is manifest that a great deal of word- 
juggling has to be gone through before it can be 
shown that he who said “ My kingdom is not of this 
world” was specially fitted to guide and control 
society in modern times by his manifold injunctions. 
The present situation is complicated by the fact that 
here and there apears a man with broad sympathies, 
who breaks through the clouds of darkness in which 
orthodoxy is enveloped, and explains away to his 
own satisfaction the hideous deformities of it. But 
he leaves the grest mass of the people suffering the 
penalties attached to a sincere belief in it. Only 
those can realise the horrors of orthodoxy who have 
escaped from darkness into light, got clear of the 
miasma of superstition, breathe the clear air of 
liberty, and bask in the sunshine of Freethought. As 
I showed in a previous article, Christianity never 
contemplated this. A state of doubt or inquiry it 
neither initiated nor sanctioned, but prohibited ; on 
its banner was “ Believe or be damned.” On the 
contrary, we believe there is only hope for the world 
that is allowed and compelled to hear both sides; 
that even the attempt to proscribe inquiry, to control 
thought, is stifling our highest faculties, and obstruct
ing the progress and welfare of the human race. I t 
is the manifest duty of the friends of progress to 
oppose and expose all that is found in any system 
that hinders the development of our reasoning 
faculties, or puts any sort of gag on free thought and 
free speech. Tho best conclusion we can obtain on 
these questions is the one arrived at after the freest 
and fairest inquiry to which every human being is 
entitled, and all impediments thereto must be swept 
away. We who say this are not flogging a dead 
horse. In every Catholic community the whole duty 
of man is to follow the priest; and in the Protestant 
State-protected Church a faith is placed bofore us 
which, if we do not steadfastly believe, wo are told 
we shall “ without doubt perish everlastingly.” So 
that, if wo escape from one and take refuge in the 
other, we are only out of the frying-pan into the fire. 
If we give up an infallible Church and take on an 
infallible book, it is only a change of masters. The 
most superficial investigation makes it clear that a 
religion of reason and the popular religion are totally 
different things, however some good, honest folks 
may endeavor unsuccessfully to harmonise conflicting 
creeds with common sense. All the professions of 
liberality on tho part of Christians are only skin-deep, 
only fit for public occasions when tho general sense 
of the community acts on the parson liko a police
man’s bullseyo on a burglar in tho dark. The priest 
never hesitates to tell people to put thoir thinking 
out to be done as they do their washing or their 
tailoring. Even a Protestant bishop desires a clergy
man in every town in duo proportion to “ tho number 
of souls ” that want looking' after.

Since tho Reformation, English people have had 
tho liberty to select their pilot to heaven from two 
sets of boatmen, and in more recent times from many 
heretical sects. Some may ask, what can bo nicer 
than that? The answer is easy—the right to refrain 
from selecting any clerical adviser whatever. When 
that proclamation is issued and acted upon, there is 
great tribulation among scripture readers and tract 
distributors. To bo an independent man is not unat
tended by social difficulties.

A neighbor of mine is much shocked at tho dis
covery that I do my own thinking unaided by any 
of the brilliant talent by which I am surroundod. He 
considers Christian principios essential for tho tran-
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quillity of society. But popular religion does not 
insist on the exercise of reason and justice as essential 
for social progress, but only belief in and obedience 
to its own doctrines and ceremonies, which are not 
even alleged to be founded upon reason and justice. 
Both priest and parson denounce as enemies of 
society all who show up their deficiences and incon
sistences. Fancy an astronomer denouncing every 
other astronomer for knowing more than himself, or 
calling upon his hearers to humbly, and in  a prayerfxd 
spirit, believe that the moon shines by a borrowec 
light, or that certain motions in the solar system 
cause day and night. But further imagine an 
astronomer threatening his audience with a roasting 
near the Equator if they believed not! His sanity 
would be fairly open to question. But priests knew 
as much about the value of demonstration and the 
power and function of evidence, as a toad does 
of the use of a side pocket. That being so, we neec 
not wonder that a minister should request that one 
of his congregation should put the Ireethinher on the 
fire.

If popular religion is only concerned with liberty 
and the welfare of man, there is a matter requiring 
prompt explanation—why has it denounced every 
new discovery, and placed the lives of discoverers and 
teachers in peril throughout all history ? The priest 
no doubt was anxious that the sheep should be kept 
out of the way of the wolf. Why ? Because he was 
afraid there would be none left to shear. I was 
amused the other day at the report of one of our 
spiritual advisers. He failed to get all the informa
tion he required, when he put a broad question, “ is 
your father a Catholic or a Protestant ? "  N o, he is 
neither, but he is a gasfitter.

People who do not move amongst the workers 
have no idea of the consequences of an announcement 
to these seekers after souls, that your’s don’t want 
saving. The Bishop told us a few days ago, that the 
people could not be got inside the church, so the 
first thing was to get them into a mission hall in 
their ragged clothes. At the same time, he gave 
figures showing that if all of us made up our minds 
to go to church next Sunday, only 8 in 1,000 could 
get in any building under their control.

The popular religion does not even aim at 
cultivating reason or promoting social progress. 
I t  only aims at multiplying the number of agencies 
that act as suckers to feed the churches with con
gregations, to listen to the impoverished discourses 
of well-paid persons.

Charles C. Cattell.

JOSEPH SYME3 ON MAHATMAISM.

There’s poor Mrs. Besant, so completely Mahatmatised that 
she now says that Jesus was a Mahatma 1 Why not Mary 
also ? and the ghost who courted her so fatally ? Why 
not fling in Jupiter, Apollo, Juno, Minerra, Venus, etc., 
also ? Ah 1 are there any female Mahatmas or Mahatmases ? 
I  do not know. Those things are beyond my reach at 
present; but when I become mad enough, look out for 
revelations ! Really, it seems almost time for somebody, 
a second Swedenborg, to go mad for the purpose of clearing 
up the mysteries of ghostism, Mahatmatalogy (is that the 
proper word for that very improper stuff ?) and all the region 
of epookdom. You see, it is only a person more or less mad 
that the ghosts will have anything to do with. Neither 
ghost nor god, nor devil, nor Mahatma, ever meddles with 
a sane man or woman. They must be mad in tome 
particular before any revelations aro vouchsafed. When 
sufficiently mad, ghosts and Mahatmas swarm around like 
flies round a carcase that has lost its sanity—that is, its life 
and health. Or else some powerful ghost or goblin seizes 
upon the “ prepared” subject and keeps exclusive possession 
ot him, warning all other ghosts to keep their distance 
as they value their limbs or life. From this stage onwards, 
revelations (that tell us nothing) are as plentiful as may be 
desired.—Liberator.

CHRISTIANITY AND ANIMALS.

T he book of Genesis in the bill of sale given to Adam, 
grants him "dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that movetk 
upon the earth.” Under this comprehensive title the sons of 
Adam have declared and do now declare that they have 
despotic power over the lower animals and the unconditional 
right to do whatever they like with their owa. Fortified by 
this authority, Pius the Ninth proclaimed that it was “ error 
to say that man owed any duty to the lower animals.” 
He did not mean to assert the duty of men to be cruel, but 
he did assert the theological right of man to dominion 
unqualified over the brute creation. This religious view 
of it has great influence over the peasantry of Italy, as 
appears from the testimony of an American traveller in 
that country, who remonstrated one day with a peasant 
for cruelly beating a donkey. The man replied, “ What 
of i t ; the donkey has never been baptised.” Had the 
donkey been baptised, his owner would have regarded 
him as a fellow Christian, and perhaps have given him 
better treatment, although it must be admitted that even 
Christians do not always treat their fellow Christians as 
mercifully as they might. And this reminds me of a 
story which I got from that same “ gentleman on my 
right,” the lawyer aforesaid. An Irish priest who had never 
been outside the rural parish in which he lived, went 
up to London, and while there visited the Zoological Gardens 
and became greatly interested in the monkeys, especially in 
one patriarchal monkey who appeared to take an equal 
interest in the priest. Whatever his reverence did, the 
monkey imitated him, and at last the priest became so 
much delighted at the intelligence and feeling displayed by 
the simian that he exclaimed. “ See here, there’s nobody 
looking now, and if ye’ll just hand me that cup of water 
there beside ye, I’ll baptise ye this minute.” Why not? 
Surely monkeys need spiritual grace as much as any of 
us. It may not be an orthodox belief, but I will cherish it, 
that whether baptised or not, a good monkey has a batter 
chance in a future state of existence than a bad man.

— Open Court. M. M. Tk pm bu ll .

A PAGAN’S PLAINT.
How, without death, to leave thee, L ife! thine ills 

Are myriad : hard to bear and hard to fly;—
Thy sweets, kind nature’s beauties, earth, seas, hills, 

Stars, circling moons, the sun, the archiDg sky—
All else is fear and woo—or, taste wa bliss?

Then straight we hear the tread of Nemesis.— sEsop.

OBITUARY.
I regret to record the death of a staunch veteran in tho 

Freethought party, Mr. J. Gray, on Jan. 19, aged 73. He 
was a firm adherent to his principles to the end. He was a 
great admirer of Mr. Bradlaugh, and an enthusiastic 
expounder of Secularism, both at Dulwich and on Clapham 
Common, whore he would fearlessly advocate his principles in 
face of strong opposition. His body was interred at Norwood 
cemetery, where several working men attested their respect 
for him by following him to the grave.—J. H errikgton.

T he Maidstone Secularists have lost another veteran and 
faithful sympathiser in the person of Mrs. Jane Martin, who 
died on the 1 st inst,, aged 74. Her last brave wish, for a 
8ecular funeral, was solemnly carried out, the service being 
conducted by Mr. F. Haslam.—R. W. H.

W e in Sheffield have lost a staunch friend in the person 
of Mr. Isaac Worster, who died on Feb. 5, at the age of 08, 
and was followed to the grave on Feb, 9 by sorrowing 
relatives and by friends of the Secular party, amongst the 
latter being Mr. Woodcock, president, who gave a short but 
appropriate address. For the last three or four years he has 
been (through physical weakness) comparatively inactive, but 
was previously a frequent and favorite lecturer in the Secular 
halls of Sheffield, Manchester, Leeds, and most neighboring 
towns.—W. A. L ill .

D ied  at his residence, William Ilenry-street, Liverpool, on 
the 13th inst., Mr. John Sisson. Deceased was about GO 
years of age, and had for many years been a consistent Free
thinker and a supporter of the local Branch. Almost his last 
expressed wish was to have a Secular funeral, and to h ,vo 
Freethought papets enclosed in his coffin. The interment 
was arranged for Anfield cemetery on the 16th, and as far as 
possible—the family grave being in consecrated ground— our 
departed friend’s wishes will be complied with.— 0. D.
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B O O K  C H A T .

The chief curiosity of Curiosities of Christian History prior 
to the Reformation, by Croake James (Methuen and Co.), is 
that there is hardly anything like history in the book. The 
first story in the book—that of the Sibyl having shown a 
vision of the Virgin Mary and her child to the Emperor 
Augustus—is like those that follow, merely a sample of the 
easy credulity of early Christians.

# # *
Whatever be Mr. Croake James’s object, he has certainly 

succeeded in showing how legendary and superstitious is the 
character of Christian history. The second item, for instance, 
relates that Simeon was one of those chosen to translate the 
Hebrew scriptures into Greek in the time of Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus (about 260 e c.) When he came to Isaiah vii. 14, 
" Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,” his mind 
doubted, and he rendered the Hebrew word Virgin by a 
Greek word which signifies merely a young woman. But when 
he had written it an angel effaced it and wrote the right 
word, and it was revealed to him that he should not see 
death till he had witnessed the miracle. Therefore he tarried 
on earth nearly three centuries till that which he had dis
believed had come to pass. As a matter of fact, the Hebrew 
word in Isaiah vii. 14 was “ young woman ” and not virgin. 

# * *
* Another good story—it must be borne in mind that in the 
palmy days of Christianity these stories were considered as 
true as gospel—is that St. John, after being boiffed in oil 
without any hurt to his skin, ordered his own grave and went 
to sleep there. That he was only sleeping was proved by the 
heaving of the earth over him as he breathed. This was to 
fulfil the saying of Jesus that his beloved disciple should tarry 
till he came. Curiosities o f  Christian History may do 
something to show people how much Christian history is 
merely another name for monkish legends.

* # *
Messrs. Williams and Norgate publish a work in two volumes 

on The Supernatural: Its 'Origin, Nature and Evolution, by 
John H. King. The first part deals with “ The Origin and 
Nature of Supernal Concepts,” the second with “ The Evolu
tion of the Supernatural.”

* * *
Dr. Westbrook, of Philadelphia, ha3 published a new work, 

entitled, The Elim inator; or, Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal 
Secrets. Speaking of America, he says : “ More than two 
hundred and fifty thousand priests and ministers are main
tained at an annual expense of more than five hundred 
millions of dollars, and yet the secular daily newspapers are 
doing more to instruct the people in living truths than the 
whole brood of ecclesiastical parrots.”

*  #  *

The Liberty and Property Defence League sends U3 ils 
Annual Report for 1892-3, The League regrets the loss of 
Lord Bramwell, who died last year ; but it congratulates itself 
on the gain of the Hon. VV. W. Astor, of New York and 
London, and a millionaire is certainly a catch, though, as the 
Report is not accompanied by an account of income and 
expenditure, we are unable to see how the League is really 
financed. There is an impression abroad that the League is 
a mere agency for the protection of rich men’s privileges, and 
a balance-sheet might help to dispel the misconception.

# * *
No. 6 of the Transactions c f  the Cremation Society (8 New 

Cavendish-street, W.), 1893, gives a view of the Crematoria 
ftt St. John’s, Surrey, and diagrams illustrating the furnaces.
H also gives a useful list of works on Cremation and dangers 
^tending earth burial, as well as of works relating to ancient 
and modern funeral.custom?.

* • •
Dr. Alice Vickery has translated, and published as a 

twopenny pamphlet (G. Standring : London), Condorcet’s 
essay on “ The Admission of Women to the Rights of ' 
citizenship.” Of course the essay has little intrinsic value 1

of 
Dr. 
to 
by 
he

Preceding generation. Justice compels us to say that 
ondorcet overlooks, as Dr. Vickery does, the strongest 

0 jections urged against Woman Suffrage at present. We 
•Say this in no carping spirit. Even good causes must not 
'Shore their opponents arguments, especially when they

'°w, but it is valuable in another sense, as a landmark 
Progress in the ileas of representative government. J 

mkery says she does not remember seeing any allusion 
ondoreet’s essay ; as a matter of fact, it was mentioned 
till and John Morley, a3 well as bv several writers of t

affect a considerable number of people whose support has to 
be obtained.

* * *
Mr. Ernest Bowden’s excellent little compilation of extracts 

from the Buddhist scriptures entitled The Imitation o f  
Buddha (Methuen and Co.), has now reached a third and 
revised edition.

In the old Anti-Slavery days I lectured in Cincinnati. At 
the same time there vjas a convention of ministers in session. 
The next morning I took the cars, seating myself quite near 
the door. The car was full of white cravats, so that it looked 
like an adjourned session of the convention. Presently a 
sleek, weli-fed man bustled on to the platform, and address
ing the brakeman, asked :

“ Is Mr. Phillips on board ?”
“ Yes,” wa3 the reply, “ there he sits back of the door.” 
The man came into the car—he was evidently a clergyman. 

In a loud voice he cried, pointing his finger at me :
“ Are you Mr. Phillips ?”
“ I am, sir.”
“ Are you trying to free the niggers ?”
“ Yes, sir, I’m an Abolitionist.”
“ Well, why do you preach your doctrines up here ? Why 

don’t you go there?” pointing towards Kentucky, just across 
the Ohio River.

“ Excuse me,” said I, “ are you a preacher?”
“ I am, sir.”
“ Are you trying to save souls from hell ?”
“ Yes, sir, that is my business.”
“ Well, ivhy don't you go there ?”
There was a roar, and my critic vanished in the next car. 
—From Wendell P hillips, by Carlos Martyn.

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices of Lecture», etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked « hectare N o t i c e i f  not sent on post-card.'] 
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30, 
Mrs. Thornton Smith, “ The Forgiveness of Sins” (2d. and 4d.); 
social after the lecture, Tuesday at 8, dancing (free). Wednes
day at 8, dramatic class. Friday at 8, public discussion (free;.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Boman-road: 7.30, 
0. J . Hunt, “ Christ: God, Man, or Myth P” (free). Saturday at 
9, concert and dance.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 7.30, H. SnelJ, “ Is 
Christianity Played Out ?” Friday at 8, C. Cohen, « The Fate of 
Religion” (free). Free science classes (hygieny and astronomy) 
every Friday evening at 7.30.

E ist London Ethical Society, Assembly Rooms, Cottage-grove 
(near Grove-road), Mile End-road : 7, Miss A. Henry, “ Justice 
and Humanity.”

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street: 7, C. Cohen, 
“ The Meaning of Secularism.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, G. W. Foote,
“ Mr. Gladstone’s Home Rule Bill "(free); 6.30, musical selections; 
7, G. W. Foote, “ Freethought and the Marriage Question” (3d., 
6d.,and Is.) Wednesday at 8.15, J.Rowney, “ The Bible Creation 
Story ” (free).

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, Mr. St. John, “ Has Man a Soul p” (free).

North Kensington Branch S.D.P., Clarendon Coffee Tavern, 
Clarendon.load, Notting H ill: 8, Mr. St. John, “ Is Christianity 
Played Out ?”

Progressive Association, Penton Hall, 81 Pentonville-road : 7, 
F. Parson, “ Carlyle’s Sartor liesartus " (free); preceded by vocal 
and instrumental music.

South Loudon Ethical Society, Chepstow Hall, 1 High-street, 
Peckhani: 7, Dr. Bass, “ Religion and Ethic*.”

Ol’KN-A l R Pkocauanda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, U. James, “ What must 1 do to he

Saved P”
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, C. J. Hunt, “ Gods, 

Ancient and Modern.”
OOUNTBX.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 5, upstairs): 
6.30, debate between John Barkis and James Maitland oil “ Is 
Atheism Possible P” (free).

Belfast—Crown Chambers Hall, 64 Royal-avenue: 7, Mr. Lam
bert, “ Christianity and Secularism.”

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street: 
11, G. Bayliffe will lecture; 7, miscellaneous concert.

Bradford—Unity Loilge Rooms, 65 Sun bridge-road: 6.30, S. 
Wood, “ A Criticism of tne Labor Program and Policy.”

Derby—Mission Boom, top of Green-lane, Normanton-road : 8 
important meeting.

Glasgow-Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick street: 12, discus ion 
class, U. Wishart, “ English Spelling and Spelling Reform ” ; 6.30, 
Zosi nils, * Embryology: a Chapter in Evolution” (with special 
lantern illustrations).

Glasgow—St. Rollox Eclectic Society, Toynbee H ill, Parson, 
street: Tuesday at 8, Mr. Wright, “ Bible Immoralities—a Reply 
to the Rev. J . Deans.”

Ipswich—Co-operative Hall (small room), Cox-lane: 7, members’ 
meeting.
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Leeds_Waverley Hall, fo rk  Buildings, New York-street, K irk.
g a te : 7, J. Badlay, "  Of what Utility are the Gods.”

Liverpool—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street; 3, philosophy 
class; 7, Mr. Jackson, ‘‘In Search of a God W orth Knowing.”

Manchester N.8.S., Secular Hall, Busholme-road, Oxfora-road, 
All Saints’: Stanley Jones, 11, ‘‘Hell going to Ruin, Escape of 
Damned Souls” ; 3, “ Noah and Lot—Flood and F ire ” ; 6.30, “ Is 
Christianity Played Out P”

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3, meeting 
of sub-committee of N.E.S.F., important business; 7, J . Clare, 
“ An Analysis of Genesis.”

Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea; 

8, mutual improvement class ; 7, Mr. W alters, “ The Value of the 
God Idea.”

Reading—Foresters’ Hall, West-street: 7, J . Slyfield, a reading.
Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: Touzeau Parris, 

11, “ Religion and Science” ; ;3, “ Occultism: is it Wisdom or 
Folly P” ; 7, “ The Certainties of Religion Worthless—a Reply to 
the Rev. Dr. Cook.”

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, K ing-street: 
7, a business meeting; 7.30, D. Bow, “ Temperance Reform 
Necessary to Secular Progress.”

Sunderland—Bridge End Vaults, Bridge-street: 7, J. Miller, 
« A Reply to Mr. Foote’s Pamphlet, Was Jesus Insane!"’

Wolverhampton—Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen-street: 
James Hooper, 11, “ Concessions of Theology to Science” ; 3, 
“ The Birth, Life, and Death of Christ ” ; 7, “ How I Became an 
Atheist, and why I  Remain One.” Free.

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.
Touzeau P arris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W.—Feb. 19, Sheffield; 26, Hall of Science. March 26, 
H ill of Science. April 2, Camberwell; 16, Bristol; 30, Hall of 
Science. May 7, Camberwell.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-3treet, Woolwich.—Feb. 19, Camberwell; 
26, Libra Hall. March 12. Battersea; 19, Camberwell; 20, Black- 
heath Liberal Club; 26, Libra Hall. April 2, Manchester.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
—Feb. 19, Walworth Radical Club; 26, Camberwell. March 5, 
Hall of Science; 12, W alwarth Radical Club; 19, Hyde Park. 
April 2, NewBrompton; 16, Hyde Park ; 23, Hammersmith.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Feb. 
19 and 26, Edmonton. March 5, Libra H all; 12, Manchester; 19, 
Edmonton; 26, Camberwell.

O. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W.— 
Feb. 19, Bethnal Green. March 12, m., Battersea; 19, Bethnal 
Green; 26, in , Hyde Park.

Stanley J ones, 55 Mariborough-road, Holloway, London, N.— 
Feb. 19r 21, 22, 23, 24, Manchester; 26, Wigan. March 5, Shef
field; 10, Beverley; 12, H ull; 16, 17, Swansea; 19, P lym outh; 
26, Birmingham. April 2, Reading; 30, Aberdeen.

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY’S
ALMANACK for 1893.

Edited by G. W. F oote & J. M. W h e e l e r .
Price Cd. The Best yet Issued. Trice Cd

Order Immediately of your Newsagent.
Contents:—Stamps, Telegrams, etc.—The Cabinet—The Calendar for 

1893—The Past Year, by G. W. Foote—The Seven Rules of Controversy, 
by G. J. Holyoake—Emma Martin, by J. M. Wheeler—Some Recollections 
of Earlier Days, by Charles Watts—Responsibility, by W. P. Ball— 
Loving God, by W. Heaford—Stray Memories of Certain “ Defenders of 
the Faith,” by Georgo Standring—Scienco and Superstition, by A. B. 
Moss—Slavery and the S. P. G., by Sam Standring—1793, tbe Feasts of 
Reason, by J. M. Wheeler—Ernest Renan on Death and Beyond—The 
Right to Affirm, by Charles Bradlaugh—hist of Officers of the National 
Secular Society—Members of the Council—Rules, Principles, and Objects 
—List of Branches—Freethought Lecturers—Portraits of Organisation 
Committee—American and other Societies—Foreign Freethough t Societies 
—Secular Burials.

It. Fouder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

T H E  B E S T  B O O K
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or TH E  THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
ICO pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.

Price 1* , post f  ree.
*** In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at ONE PENNY, post free 2d, Copies of the pamphlet for distribution is. 
a doz. post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says : “ Mr. Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is' an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdalo, Dr. Allbutt, and 
others have also spoken of it in very high terms.

Both the Book and the Pamphlet may be had of R. FOBDER, 28 Stone
cutter-street, London, or of the Author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

FREETHOUGHT WORKS.
FOOTE, G. W.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An Exhaustive Answer to tho Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone’s “ Impregnable Rock of Iloly Scripture ” 1 0  

Bound in  cioth ... ... ... ... ... 1 8
Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate

w ith Annie Besant ... ... ... ... 1 0
Superior Edition, in  cloth ... ... ... 2 0

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Public
Debate with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann... ... 1 0

Superior Edition,.in cloth ... ... ... 1 6
Darwin on God ... ... ... ... ... 0 6

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... I 0
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh ... ... 0 G
Infidel Death-Beds. Socond Edition, much enlarged 0 8 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in  cloth 1 3
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp. ... I 0
Defence of Free Speech. Threo Hours’ Address to the 

Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre
face and many Footnotes ... ... ... 0 4

Letters to Jesus Christ ... ... ... ... o 4
Philosophy of Secularism ... ... ... 0 3
Atheism and Morality. Third edition ... ... 0 2
The Bible God ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The Folly of Prayer ... ... ... ... 0 2
C h ris tian ity  an d  Progress. Reply to Mr. Gladstone 0 2
M rs B ssan t’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. ... 0 2
S ecu larism  an d  Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs.

Besant ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The New Cagliostro. An Open Lettor to Macbrue

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ... 0 2
The Im possible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop

Magee on tho Sermon on tho Mount .. ... 0 2
S alva tion  S y ru p ; or, L ight  on Darkest E ngland.

A Reply to General Booth. Second edition ... 0 2
W h a t W as C hrist?  A Reply to J . S. Mill ... ... 0 2
The Shadow  of th e  Sword. A Moral and Statistical

Essay on W ar... ... ... ... 0 2
R oyal Panpers. Showing wliat Royalty does for the

Peoplo, and w hat the Peoplo do for Royalty ... 0 2
T h“ D ying A theist. A Story ... ... ... 0 1
W,_Uesus In sa n e ?  A searching inquiry into tlio

mentar « ed itio n  of tlio Prophet of Nazareth ... 0 1
Is  th e  Bible In sp ired ?  A Criticism on l u x  Mundi 0 1 
The Rev. H ugh  P rice H ughes’s Converted A theist

A Lie in Five Chapters. ... ... ... 0 1
My R esurrection . A Missing Chapter from tho Gospel

of Matthew, discovered by G. W. Footo ... ... 0 2
In g erso llism  defended a g a in s t A rchdeacon F a r ra r . . .  0 2 
Rome or A theism —the Great A lternative ... ... 0 3
B ible Rom ances. New Edition. Revised and largely

low rittcn.—(I)  The Creation Story, 2d .; (2) Evo 
and tho Apple, I d . ; (3) Cain and Abol, I d . ; (4)
Nnali’.i Flm.il, 2d.; (5) Tho Tower of l > . u . i  . ,
(0) Lot’s Wife, Id .; (7) The Ton Plagues, I d . ; (S')
Tho Wandering Jews, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass. Id .;

• (10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) Jonah and the Whale,
Id .; (12) Biblo Animals, I d . ; (13) A Virgin Mother,
2d .; (14) Tho Rosurrection, 2d.; (15) Tho Cruci
fixion, Id .;  (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

B ible Heroes. First Series, in elegant wrapper ... I 0
(1) Mr. Adam, (2) Captain Noah, (3) Father Abraham,
(4) Juggling Jacob, (5) Mastor Joseph, (0) Joseph’s 
Brethren, (7) Holy Moses I., (8) Moses II., (9)
Parson Aaron, (10) General Joshua, (11) Jcphthah 
and Co., (12) Profossor Samson. One Penny each

Bible Heroes. Second Scries, in elegant wrapper ... 1 0 
(13) Prophet Samuel, (11) King Saul, (15) Saint 
David I., (1G) Saint David II., (17) Sultan Solomon,
(18) Poor Job, (19) Hairy E lijah, (20) Dald Elisha,
(21) General Jehu, (22) Doctor Daniel, (23) Tho 
Prophets (Isaiah, Joromiali, Ezckiol, Ilosea), (21)
St. Peter, (25) St. Paul. One Penny each singly.

The Complete Work, hound in  cloth ... ... 2 0

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
By O. W. FOOTE. •

Contents.—A Sermon on Summer; A Mad Sermon; A Sermon 
on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A Christmas Serm on' 
Cliri.-tmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday D iary ; 
The Judge and the Devil; S atin  and Michael; The First 
Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Evej Joshua at 
Jericho; A Baby God; Sermon on Judas Iscariot,

Price Eightpence.
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OPENyoorEYES
To the fact th a t  we are  now supp ly ing  thousands 
of persons with first-class Tailoring a t WHOLESALE 
PRICES. This is an  absolute saving of 50 per cent. 
W hy support m iddlem en? Trousers to  measure, 
5s. 6d., 7s. Gd., 8s. Gd., 9s. 6d., 10s. 6d., in  all colors. 
Send w aist and leg m easure, and Postal O rder, or 
vrriie a  postcard for p a tte rn s  • sent free, and  need 
not be re tu rned . H undreds of testim onials from 
readers of this paper have been received, praising 
our 3s. Gd . CHALLENGE SAILOR SUIT. State 
age of boy. A splendid Serge, W orsted or V icuna 
Coat and  Vest for 15s., 18s. 6d , o r 22s. A ll grand 
value. Send b reast m easure an d  P osta l Order. 
Our New P atte rn s, Price  Lists, E asy  G uide to  Self- 
m easurem ent an d  Tapes a re  now ready . W rite a 
postcard.

COLEMAN & CO.,
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.
Don't forget, every article sent CAKitiAOE paid 

to your door, and Cheaper than the Cheapest of the 
Cheap.

W, ADAMS & CO.
Watch Manufacturers,

207 HIGH S T . , WEST BROMWICH.
We beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
(1) STERLING SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 25s. each. Guaranteed for 
three years.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £3 3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautifully 
finished, very strong cases, £4 4s. Gua
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
at least 33 per cent, below the retail price, and 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of cheque or P.O.O. payable to W. Adams.

W. ADAMS
207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.

EVERY FREETHINKER’S HOME
SHOULD CONTAIN THE FAMOUS

PAINE MOTTO :
M The World is my Country,” etc. 

Handsomely p rin ted  in  gold on illum inated  card, 
20 by 18in., w ith  rib b o n  loop.

Price Gd. (by Parcel Post, 9d.)
Well framed in oak, gilt, or black and 

gold, 2s. 9d.
(C arriage to be paid by  purchaser.)

George Btandring, 7 & 9 Finsbury St., E.C.
N ote.—T ho cards a ro  also supplied by  Mr. F order ; 

and cards or fram ed copies can  bo obtained a t th j  
“ all of Science book stall.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
Should be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 

number of their family according to 
‘heir means, as it contains full particulars 

all Preventive Requisites recommended 
hy Dr. i l .  A. A llbutt and others, and 
Valuable information on matters of import, 
aace necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 

and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
Postage.
■Address— E. LAMBERT & S0N,M.M.L.,
„ (DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)
^ fttieen’a Road, Dalston, London, N.E. 
Ï-ORD GUEENSBERRY oil MARRIAGE
«. . This Day, price fid., by post 7d.,
CARRIAGE and T H E  RELATION  
. OF T H E  SEXES.
" Addkess to Women. By the Marquis

or Qrp.KNsnERKY.
r  Delivered a t  Prince’s Hall, London.

°ndon : Watts and Co., 17 JohDson’s-court, 
Fleet-street, E.C.

. “ Science and Religion.”
S ^ ^ h l y  Magazine. Published by the Editor, 

mniey J ones, at 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, 
and sold by K. Forder, 28 Stonceutter- 

8trect. London, E.Ü. Trice 2d., post free 2pl

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Yoh. I. For Postal 

Order for Is. 2d.
I t  contains Articles on : M anagement of In fa n c y ; 

H ealth ; L ongev ity ; The T ee th ; Brown B read ; Bread 
M aking; Foods V egetarianism ; Tobacco ; The D rink  
Q uestion; F ru it ;  F resh  A ir; E xercise; B ath ing; 
b ig h t; H o lidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; C onstipation; B iliousness; E czem a; Black
heads and P im p les ; Nervousness; Coughs and C olds; 
Chest C om plaints; Deafness; Thread W orms; Long 
W orm s; T apeW orm s; The I tc h ; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . II. r Of the Author, 

fo r Postal Order for Is. 2d.
Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 

N ature; C lo th ing; E lec tric ity  in  Disease; A pparent 
H ealth ; V egetarian Experim ents ; The P ig  as Hum an 
F o o d ; P opular Fallacies about F le s h ; The Beef Tea 
D elusion; S alt; Saline S ta rv a tio n ; Tea D rink ing ; 
The H air and its  M anagem ent; Sleep and Sleepless
ness; W ant of Energy, e tc .;  H ealth  H in ts  for 
W orkers, for Shop A ssistants, and  for S ervan ts; 
Advioe for the T h in ; for the S tou t; and on tho 
Proper T reatm ent of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, W hooping Cough, B ingworm , H ypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, U lcerated Legs, Tum ours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. You. III. Post free from 
Author, fo r Postal Order for Is. 2d.

I t  con tains articles o n : H ealth  and  W ea lth ; No 
More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air, and  
How to Get I t ;  The M anagem ent of Young C hildren; 
Hunger and  A p p e tite ; Effects of F a s tin g ; Perfect 
Foods; Green F oods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; T h irst; P e rsp ira tio n ; Sea B ath ing; etc. 
HOW—to E at Properly , to E a t F iu it,  to  Judge 
W holemeal Bread, to B rea th * Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep W arm , I  Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Im prove the Memory, and  to become Beautiful and 
A ttractive. On tho Cause and  Cure of the following 
D iseitfes: Btomaeh Troubles, F latulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils a»d  Carbuncles, Sabaceous 
Tum ors or Wens, Hay Fever, W inter Cough, Chil
blains, and  on the  Diseases Produced by  tak ing  

M ercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . IY. * Post free from  

the Author for Postal Order for Is. 2d.
I t  con tains A rticles o n : New Y ear Besolutions, 

P reven tion  be tte r than  Cure, H ealth  Savings Banks, 
H ardening , B obbish , W ork  and  Overw ork, Sugar 
and its Abuse, M acaroni, Salads, W holem eal Cookery, 
Porridge, Celeraic o r Celery Root, M ilk as Food ,T he 
Tom ato, A gainst B utter, Poultices, Quinine, Against 
the K nifo, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, In fan t Mor
ta li ty ,  A gainst S tim ulan ts  in  Disease, S tays and  
the ir Substitutes, A bout Swallow ing P in s  and  o ther 
A rticles, also the Cause and  R ational Cure of Sun
stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in  th e  Back, Pedlculi or Lice, 
Chicken-pox, Synovitis o r In flam m ation  of the Jo in ts, 
Tonsilitis or Q uinsy, H erpes! (T etter or Shingles), 
E rysipelas, Ulcer of the S tom ach,E pidem ic Influenza, 
Sciatica. Psoriasis o r English  Leprosy. Appendix. 

The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly boundi 
for 5s. Gd.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to 
Drug Takers. Post free from the Author for  
Postal Order fo r  Is. Id.

R h e u m a t is m  : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. 
C o n s u m p t io n  : Its Cause hud Cure. Post free 7d. 
D ie t  a n d  D ig e s t io n . Post free 7d.
Three Pamphlets to Young Men. Post 

free Is. Id.
All these boohs (except Pamphlets to Young 
Men) bound together in cloth in one volume. 
Post free 8s. Gd.

All the above can be got from 
Dr. T. R. ALLINSON, 4 S p a n is h  P l a c e , 

M a n c h e s t e r  S q u a r e , L o n d o n , W.

H o u r s  o f  Co n s u l t a t io n  a re— M o rn in g  from  
10 a.m . to  1 p . m . ; fee, 10s. Od. E v e n in g  from  6 
to  8 ; fee, 6s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Gd.
Patients visited in the country. Fee according 

to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning.

Advice Given by post.

SEEDS. SEEDS. SEEDS.
V egetable and  Flow er Seeds saved from choice 
selected stocks. Evoryone w ith a garden and every 
m arke t gardonor should send for a  Catalogue before 
purchasing  elsewliero. Special low quo ta tions  to  
largo buyers. B. L. COLEMAN, Seed M erchant an d  
Growor, Sandw ich, K ent.

W. J. Rendell’s
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.” t

Recommended by M rs. Bosant in  ** Law of Popula
tion ,” page 82, and Dr. A llbutt in “  W ife’s H and, 
book, page 51. Made solely by  J .  P ui.lkn, 15 Ohad- 
woll-stroet, C lerkenw oll: 2s. doz.. post froe(reduction  
in  la rger q uan tities). F o r p a rticu la rs  send stam ped 
onvolopo. H igginson’s Syringe, w ith V ertica l and 
Reverse C urren t, 3s. Gd.. 4s. 6d. an d  6s. 6d. Dr 
Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Q uinine Com pound, I s . 2d. 
D r. A llbu tt’e Q uinine Pow ders, 8s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W .  J .  R e n d e ll
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwoll, E.C.

N ear the  “  A ngel.”

FREETIIOUGIIT ON RELIGION AND 
THE BIBLE.

Book» illustrative of the above will be lent free 
of charge on application to Miss O. M. Rawlins, 
8 Bandon-tcrracc, Liverpool.

WORKS BY COLONEL INGERS0LL.

Some Mistakes of Moses. 132pp. ...
Superior edition, cloth ..............

The only complete edition in England. 
Accurate as Colenso, and fascinating as 
a novel.

Defence of Freethought
A five hours’ speech at the Trial of C. B. 
Reynolds for Blasphemy.

Reply to Gladstone .........................
With a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Rome or Reason P .........................
A Beply to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals ..............
Oration on W alt W h itm a n ..............
Oration on Voltaire .........................
Humanity’s Debt to Thomas Paine... 
Ernest Renan and Jesus Christ
True R e l ig io n .....................................
The Three Philanthropists ..............
Love the Redeemer .........................
Why I am an Agnostic. P a r t i .  ... 
W hy I am an Agnostic. Part II. ...
God and the State ..........................
Paine the Pioneer ..........................
Faith  and F a c t .....................................
God and Man .....................................
The Dying Creed ........................
The Limits of Toleration ..............

A Discussion with the Hon.'F. D. Coudert 
and Gov. S. L. Woodford.

A rt and Morality .........................
Do I Blaspheme ? ..........................
The Clergy and Common Sense ...
Social Salvation.....................................
Marriage and D ivorce..........................
The Great Mistake ..........................
Creeds and Spirituality ..............
Live Topics .....................................
Myth and Miracle ..........................
Real Blasphemy ..........................
Repairing the Idols ..........................
Christ and Miracles ..........................
The Household of Faith  ..............

R. Fordee, 28 Stonecutter.street, E.C.
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RUBBER STAMPS.
Y our M onogram to m ark  Linen o r 
P a p e r ; tw o le tters . Is .;  thw e 
le tters, Is. Gd ; any Name, lg. 6d. 
Box, Pad and In k  Included. All 
x inds of Stam ps. P a tte rn s  free. 
C arriage 2d. ex tra. F. N* IRETON 
and  CO., 92 G racechurch Street, 
London. Agonts wanted.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For fu rther P a rticu la rs  send stam ped direoted 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N.

■pRINTING. — Commercial, B illheads, H andbills;
Posters. Best s t j le  and w ork. E ngrav ing  

n eatly  executed. R. Edw ards, 22 C hurch-street, 
Shoreditch , E.

r p o  FR E E T H IN K E R S , Ladles an d  G entlem en 
re q u irin g  Superior C ut G arm ents a t m oderate 

pricos. F irst-class Style and  F it  G uaranteed .— 
II. H amiton, A rtiste Tailor, 14 G reat Castle Street, W. 
Three doors from  Regent S tre e t [P atron ised  by  
leading F ree th inke rs .]

QTANTON, the  People’s Dentist, 835 Strand (qppo- 
^  site Somerset H ouse).—TEETH  on VULCANITE, 
2s. Cd. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four houi* 
when roqulrod, repa iring  or alterations in  two hours. 
I f  you pay more than  the above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum  7s. 3J. each, on 18c. 
gold 15s, stooping 2s. 6d., extraction Is., painloss by 
gas, 5s.

w . c .
■pRAY w rite  o r re tu rn  homo to y o u r disconsolate 

w ife, child , and m o ther. All forgiven.
E ver j  o u r loving  wife and  m other.

A. O. and  M. D.

TMOYOLE —Cushion tyro, balls, strong and  clese 
b u ilt, to carry  person 16 stone; ra re  b a rg a in ; 

sent on ap p ro v a l; £5 o r near o ffer; cash wanted. 
T ay lor, 1 Roderiok-road, W alton, Liverpool.

MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
B y A A IE Y .

Cabinet Size. One Shilling.
Tost free, ca-efully packed, 1«. Id.

^fPERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE,
t h r e e  s h il l in g s .

Pott fret, St. id.
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OUR GREAT SALE STILL GOING ON.
Owing to the Great Stock still on hand, we have decided to continue the sale till Feb. 28, 1893. 
Although the quantity of goocta sold during the past month has been large, we are somewhat dis
appointed that the whole stock has not been cleared. The goods were all quoted at ridiculously low 
figures, and the real explanation of the non-clearance of our stock, is that the majority of the readers have 
no idea what bargains we are offering. Those who have favored us with orders are unanimous in pro
nouncing them the greatest bargains ever seen. Daring the last month we have received hundreds of 
unsolicited testimonials; and although we offer to refund money in full to every purchaser who i3 dis- 
sati'fied, we have not been called upon to return one single penny.

DOES THAT SPEAK FOR ITSELF.
Look in last month's papers for list of Bargains, or Bond for our Catalogue (post free). Try a parcel, and

you will be agreeably surprised with the value.

S P E C I A L  G O O D S .
LADIES.

We have just Bought a Largs Quantity of Ready-Made

UNDER-SKIRTS,
New Shapes. New Colors.

NEW CLASS OF MATERIALS. EVERLASTING WEAR.
Best Quality - - 4s. 6d. each.
2nd ,, - 3s. Od.' ,,
3rd ,, - 2s, 3d. ,,

All in good large sizes.
REGISTERED.

THE BEST AND CHEAPEST

GENT’S MACKINTOSH
EVER OFFERED. SCARBOROUGH SHAPE.

Only 20s Thoroughly Waterproof. Only 20s.
Send Chest, Waist, and Length Measure.

“ The Barracks, Lichfield, Staffs. 
Sir,—I am extremely pleased with the Mackintosh 

received. I scarcely thought that such a superior articlo 
could be made for the monoy.—Yours sincerely,

J. P e n d e r ?, Capt.:

J. W. GOTT, 2 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.
LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex-; or, Woman on Strike against the Male 
Sex for her « Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of lier 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published ; 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant. 
Post free 2d.

Ssxual Physiology for the Young; or, Science in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. roOpp., w ith one hundred illustrations, hound 
in cloth. Shou d bu read by every young person. Post tree 
2s 3d.

The Elements of Social Science. Tho most complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science ; or Borning Botter 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-P opu la tion  ; a Lecture delivered for tho Sunday Lecture 
S ociety, under the. title “ The Law of Population : its Mean
ing and Menace.” By John M. Robertson, Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u .b.a.) em
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith  200 illustrations. 
C o n t e n t s .* Tho Cause, Prevention and Cure of Disease—The Food wo 

Eat—Tho Liquids we D rink—The Atmosphere we Live in —The Clothes we 
W ear—Bad H abits of Children and  Y outh—Bad H abits  of M anhood and 
o f W omanhood—Sexual S ta rva tion—How to have H ealthy Babies—P rivate  
Words to Men—H istory  of M arriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully w ritten in plain 
language, easily understood, and w ith the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves an’d their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every
day reference. Post free 6s. *

Dr. Foote’s Handbook of Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 12-8pp.,
post free Is. Id.

Tlie Malthusian H andbook. Designed to induce Married 
People to Limit the ir Family within the ir means. The most 
useful book ever w ritten on the Malthusian question. Post 
free 8d. . - ,

The Law of Population. By Annie Besant. Post free 8d.
Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 

the ¡social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2$u.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William L in t Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status of Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and Writings of T. R. Malthus, by 0 . R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, w ith portrait of MaJthus. Should he 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post froo 2d. 
A splendid propaga ndi st tract. Should be widely distributed 
by Malthusiaus. Post free 2d.

•Married Life—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splondid 
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded Life—As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowdon. 
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alico
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•W hat do we Women Want? By Jano Hume Clapporton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it ? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonsor, M.A. Post froo 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 

Defence of the Christian Religion. ¡Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontifio
Socialism, by Annie Besant. . ■

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Poverty. Tho
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free ljd, 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will ho sont, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. „

To those willing to assist our propaganda I  shall be pleated to 
send eighty copies of either qf the pamphlets marked (»), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of St.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.


