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G EORGE JA C O ]} IIO LY O A K E .

T h e  Nestor o f  Secularism  was born  on A pril 13, 1817. 
, Je ig therefore nearing the ripe ago o f  seventy-six . 
Twenty years ago no ono thought his life  w ou ld  be so 
Prolonged. Certainly no ono thought ho w ou ld  attend 
lbe funeral o f  Charles Bradlaugli. Mr. I lo lyoak e is a 
striking illustration o f the truth that tho delicate often 
°u tlive  the robust. T h ey  are w iso betim es and husband 
tbeir resources. Mr. H olyoake also illustrates tho 
longevity  o f  annuitants. I lis  adm irers, in  tho fields 
° f  politics, social reform , and Freethought, subscribed 
enough to p rov ide h im  w ith  an incom e w h ich  secures 
b im  from  want or a n x ie ty ; and, as he hum orously 
fem arks, it w ou ld  be ingratitude on his part to d ie in  
a burry.

No. 602.]

M r. Ilo lyoa k e  has resided fo r  several years at 
B righton, w here tho weather is generally  fine and the 
air is alw ays invigorating. H o frequently  visits 
L ondon , how ever, and occasionally  travels as far as tho 
north o f  England to deliver lectures and take part in 
C o-oporativo m eetings. IIow  he stands tho w orry  and 
d iscom fort o f  such jou rn eys is astonishing. A go  is 
telling  upon h im  now , and we presum e he w ill keep 
m ore at hom o in  future. Still, there is no sign o f 
abatem ent in  his care fo r  tho success o f  h is princip les 
and the w elfare o f hum anity. H e is a vice-president 
o f  the National Secular Society, and a d irector o f  the 
H all o f  Scienco schem e. H e writes frequently  on C o
operation, a m ovem ent w h ich  he helped to found, and 
o f  w h ich  ho has written a standard H istory . H e is 
also know n  at Brighton as a supporter o f  every effort 
to im prove its secular w ell-being.
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Speaker and Writer.
W e seldom  pass opin ions on Secular speakers and 

■writers, but the rule m ay be broken in  Mr. H olyoake ’s 
case ; for, considering his age and other circum stances, 
he is really an historic personage.

M r. H olyoake as a w riter is always bright, and often 
epigrammatic'. H e invests the com m onest things with 
a notable charm. Has w ide .reading furnishes him  
w ith a variety o f  choice  epithets, w hich  are the color 
o f  com position . l ib  is som etim es quaint, w ith  a sly, 
subtle h um or.! In  controversy, he never knocked  dow n 
an opponent, but always dealt h im  m any delicate 
rapier-thrusts. A s a speaker Mr. H olyoake was un
fortunate in  a feeble voice. H ad nature been m ore 
liberal in  this respect, he w ould  have been a com 
m anding orator. H e possessed all the other requisites 
— fluency, force, agility, point, and an added air o f 
literary distinction.

T hough  not o f  Mr, Bradlaugh’s daring tem peram ent, 
Mr. H olyoake, in his ow n  way, has plenty o f courage. I f  
he has liked  to choose his ground o f  battle, he has never 
retreated, except w ith  his face to the enem y. H o was 
once im prisoned fo r  “  blasphem y,”  and from  tho “  law 
and order ”  poin t o f  v iew  he deserved a good  m any 
doses o f  the same m edicine as a Chartist, a R epublican, 
and a fr ien d  o f  “  rebels and conspirators.”

M r. H olyoake has recently  issued (through T. Fisher 
U nw in ) tw o notable volum es entitled Sixty Year's of  
an Agitator's Life. The w ork  is extrem ely readable 
and cram m ed w ith  interesting details about a num ber 
o f  “  advanced ”  characters. U nfortunately there is 
very  little about M r. Bradlaugh ; but perhaps Mr. 
H olyoake feared to lay h im self open to m isconception. 
There is also (fo r  our taste) too little about the Secular 
m ovem ent.

Ancestry.
Jacob H olyoake, the paternal grandfather o f G. J. II., 

was “  a pow erfu l, w ilfu l m an,”  w h o “  had a forge on 
the o ld  river Rea in  B irm ingham .”  R ichard Groves, 
h is maternal grandfather, was a bucklem aker. Mr. 
H olyoake ’ s m other was “ a Puritan-m inded wom an, o f 
clear, decided  ideas.”  In  later life  she had “ a grave, 
im pressive face.”  H is father had “ a quiet, im placable 
w ill,”  and was som ew hat resentful.

“  During all tho yoars of my youth I never remembor to 
liavo hoard my father use an rxprossion which implied that 
ho hail ever heard of religion. lie  never said anything 
against it, nor anything for it. Ho left all that to my mother, 
lie  seemed to think that she had onough religion for both of 
them, and in that ho was right. Ho had a pagan mind, and 
his thoughts dwelt on tho human sido of life.”

“  M y m other,”  Mr. H olyoake says, “  had m any 
ch ildren  ; she reared eleven.”  Perhaps this accounts 
for so m any o f  them being delicate. Mr. Ilo lyoako 
says he soon cam e to see h ow  m uch better it w ou ld  
have been “  had her fam ily  been lim ited  to three or 
fou r ch ildren  ” — w hich  is an encouragem ent to tho 
M althusians.

George Jacob's delicacy  m ado it doubtfu l whether 
ho w ould  be reared. Danger was prophesied at fou r
teen, at tw enty, and at thirty ; but he lived  through 
those “ cr it ica l ’’ periods, and writes “ at seventy-five in 
pleasant health,”  being able to count “  thirty or forty  
colleagues, all stronger than m yself, w h o d ied  at m y  
sido.”  A ll he is tired o f is the nam e o f  Jacob. H e 
says he never liked  it. H e w ou ld  sooner have been 
called Esau.

Early Life.
A fter help ing his m other to make buttons, Master 

George (unfortunately also called Jacob) w ent to learn 
his lather's trade o f  w hitesm ith. W hat w ent on is 
dism al reading. Mr. Ilo lyoak e  says he d id  not know  
these were what he should afterwards hear o f  as the 
“  good  old  tim es.”

B irm ingham  was quite a revolutionary centre in the 
pre-R eform  days, and young Ilo lyoa k o  soon becam e a 
politician . B y-and-bye he heard R obert Owen, and 
took  part h im self in  discussions on Socialism . A fte r 
wards he becam e assistant to G eorge C om be, author o f  
The Constitution o f  Man, w h o felt h is bum ps and said 
he w ould  suit very  w ell. But the assistant got nothing 
fo r  fourteen n ights’ service in  M r. C om be’s lecture- 
room , but an o ld  bust w ith  the nose broken  o if. C om bo

told h im  lie had “ the organs o f Locality  large,”  and 
on tho strength o f it ho generally took  the w rong road.

Marriage.
M r. H olyoake m arried in  1839. H is w ife  was a 

sold ier ’s daughter, and “ she m et calam ity as a soldier 
meets a shot,”  w h ich  was fortunate, as her husband had 
begun the unprofitable, and even dangerous, advocacy 
o f unpopular ideas. Mr. H olyoake tells as m uch about 
her as tho public has a right to know . She appears to 
have 'been  o f'c lea r  m ind  and decided  character. D yiifg  
at Brighton in  1881, she was buried  at H ighgate 
Cem etery, her husband speaking at her graveside, and 
M r. P ercy  Greg w riting  her epitaph.

Tho martyr’s cross, without the martyr’s cause,
The grief, the wrong, without the eolf-applause,
Tho homely round of duties nobly don e:—
These wore her life, who sleeps beneath this stone.

Some Acquaintances.'
M r. H olyoake suspends the narrative o f  h is life  to 

enumerate his “  advanced ”  friends w ho suffered in 
som e w ay or other fo r  their princip les. George Julian 
H arney, Charles R eece Pem berton, Francis Place, 
Ernest Jones, Garibaldi, M azzini, Orsini, Louis Blanc, 
Ledru R ollin , A urelio  Saffi, U lric de F onvielle , E lie 
Reclus, F elix  Pyat, A lexander H erzen, Karl B lind, 
B akounine, Kossuth ;—all these w ere personally know n  
to M r. H olyoake. H e has kn ow n  too, and he writes 
about, the English prisoners for  a free press— R ichard 
Carlile, H enry H etherington, James W atson, John  
Cleave, A bel H eyw ood , John  C ollins, W illiam  Lovett, 
Charles Southw ell, and m any others dow n  to G . W . 
Foote. A t one tim e Mr. H olyoake came into contact 
w ith  the great W alter Savage Landor, w ho respected 
and adm ired him . It was about this tim e that he tried 
som e bom bs fo r  a certain friend. T ho incident is a 
curious bit o f  tragi-com edy.

Owen and Socialism.
R obert Owen was one o f Mr. H olyoake ’s acquaint

ances. W h en  Owen becam e a parliam entary candidate 
fo r  the C ity o f  London, Mr. H olyoake was one o f  h is 
nom inators. H e was also present at Owen's funeral. 
R obert Dale Owen, ho says, was m entally affected 
before he took  up Spiritism  aiid Katie K ing. Tow ards 
the end o f his days he fancied  h im self the M arquis o f 
Breadalbane. In  politics he was not so m uch a force 
as an ornam ent, but “ in  his Freethought w ritings ho 
excelled  all his contem poraries in finish o f  expression .”

B ecom ing h im self a Social M issionary, Mr. H olyoako 
was appointed Station Lecturer at Sheffield in 1841. 
It was there ho published liis first pam phlet on The  
Advantages and Disadvantages o f  Trades Unions, 
w h ich  brought h im  tho acquaintance o f  Ebenezer 
E lliott, tho Corn Law  R hym er. “  It was the aim  o f 
E nglish  Socialism ,”  lie says, “  to m ako good  citizens, 
good  neighbors, good  parents, and good  w orkm en. Our 
princip les w ont no further, and as Karpos said to Princo 
Tuctan, w o hoped G od w ould  take it in good  part, and 
have m ercy  on our souls.”

“  Tho clergy were angry with us. According to their own 
account, God had been vory bountiful to them in according to 
them many graces— but wo found discernment was very 
sparingly vouchsafed to them in thoso days. Attacked without 
reason, we went out on tho war-path. On tho banner entrusted 
to me I put tho words, ‘  They who believe they havo Truth 
ask no favor, save that of being heard : they dare the judg
ment of mankind: refused co-operation, they accept opposi
tion— for opposition is their opportunity.’ It was demanded of 
us that wo gave our opinion on Thoism and Futurity. Mino 
was brief, but as straight as I know how to mako it.— Outsido 
the world of science and morality lies tho great debatoablo 
ground of the existence of Deity and a future stato. Tho ruler 
of tho debateablo ground is named Probability, and bin two 
ministers are Curiosity and Speculation. Over that mighty 
plain, which is as wide as tho universe and as old as time, no 
voice of the gods has over been board, and no footstep of tbeirH 
baa beon traced. Philosophers have explored tho field with 
teloscopes of a longer rango than tho oyoHof a thousand saints, 
and havo beheld nothing but tho silent and distant horizon ; 
and priests havo denounced them for not socing what was in
visible. Sectaries havo clamored and tho most ignorant havo 
howled— as tho most ignorant always do— that there uas some
thing there, because they wished to see it. A ll tho while tiro 
white mystery is still unpenetrated in this life, and wo must 
die to find it out. But a futuro being undiscovered is no proof 
that tlicro is no futuro. Thoso who reason through their desiro 
w ill believe thero i s ; thoeo who reason through their under*
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standing may yet hope there is. In the meantimo all stand 
before the portals of the untrodden world in equal unknowing- 
ness of what lies beyond. In this world which is under our 
feet we may be equal in friendliness, duty, and justice.”

It was not very  long before these principles got 
Mr. lio lyoak e  into trouble. The B ishop o f E xeter— 
a fam ous fanatic— denounced the Owenites in  the 
H ouse o f  Lords. Their lecture-halls being under 
episcopal license, they were called upon to m ake public 
oath that they held  Christian tenets, and took  the 
B ible as the guide o f  their teaching. R obert Buchanan 
— the father o f a liv in g  poet— and L loyd  Jones took  
this oath. So d id  G. A . F lem ing, editor o f the New  
Moral World. Mr. H olyoake disdained to lie in  this 
fashion. “  Mr. Charles Southw ell and m yself,” he 
says, “  w ith Mr. Maltus Questell R yall, the son o f  an 
engraver in  London , and W illiam  C hilton, a printer of 
Bristol, form ed a Defiant Syndicate o f  Four, and issued 
the Oracle o f Reason."

Gloucester Gaol.
For issuing N o. I  o f  that journal, Southw ell was 

sentenced at Bristol to tw elve m onths’ im prisonm ent. 
Mr. H olyoake’s incom e at that tim e being about sixteen 
shillings a w eek, he w alked from  B irm ingham  to 
Bristol (n in ety  m iles) to visit his colleague in  gaol. 
On his w ay he delivered a lecture in  the M echanics’ 
Institute on “  H om e C olonies.”  D uring the discussion 
he said som ething (he does not say what) w hich  caused 
m errim ent at the tim e, but led afterwards to his ow n 
prosecution for “  blasphem y.”  A  fu ll account o f the 
affair can be read in  his Histonj o f the Last Trial fo r  
Atheism. T he crim inous passage was som ething to 
the effect that the D eity  should be put on half-pay. 
For this very  sensible advice Mr. H olyoake was 
arrested, and brought before a bench  o f magistrates, 
w h ich  included  a brew er and tw o clergym en. The 
prosecutor w asaM r. B u b b ,a "  particularly gross, furious, 
squab-built, vulgar person.”  The principal w itness 
was a dog  fancier and a prize-fighter. Bail was prac
tically refused, and the “  blasphem er ”  was handcuffed, 
and m arched betw een tw o policem en  to G loucester 
Gaol. The men o f  God on the bench, in their eagerness 
to punish the “ in fidel,”  actually com m itted h im  for 
felon)/. Mr. H olyoake sat on  the edge o f  his cell bed 
during the night, pondering the ways o f  clergym en  ; 
and he adds, w ith  poignant satire, “  T he lice I observed 
creeping about the blankets prevented m e ly in g  d ow n .”  
Had ho been a m agician o f Egypt, he w ou ld  havo seen 
in tlieso verm in  “  the finger o f G od.”

Ill-treated as he was, Mr. H olyoake was not fr ien d 
less.

“  My host in Cheltenham was Mr. George Adams. Indignant 
at what befoll mo, ho put the Oracle in his window, and sold it, 
which led to his boing apprehended. Ilia wife, a handsome, 
intelligent, and spirited woman, indignant at that, continued 
the sale of the Oracle, and slio was approhonded with her 
youngest child in her arms. Four other children were left 
alono in the houso— father and mothor being both lockod up. 
When the neighbors found the poor children the neighbors 
wore indignant. Tho next day Mrs. Adams was liberated on 
bail, but both sho and her husband were committed for trial.”

Preparing for Trial.
Mr. Ilo lyoak o had three weeks in prison to prepare 

for  his trial. T he chaplain, w ith  a professional sense 
o f  fair play, vetoed the books he required, and they 
■were on ly  handed to h im  after a message from  Sir 
James Graham. Bail was acceptable— tw o sureties o f 
£50 each, and tho prisoner's ow n  recognizances in 
flO O  ; but Mr. I lo lyoak e refused to take an oath, as it 
im plied  a b e lie f ho d id  not hold. Captain Mason, tho 
governor, said to h im , “  W hat does it matter, Ilo lyoako, 
how  m any gods you  swear by , since you  do not appear 
to believo in any ?”  Mr. Ilo lyoako replied that it did 
Not matter to the gods, but it mattered to h im . A t last, 
°n ly  a w eek before the Assizes, he was liberated w ith 
out m aking an oath, for  fear o f  scandal. Questions 
had been raised in  the H ouse o f  Com m ons b y  Mr. 
Graven B erkeley and Mr. R oebuck , and tho fam ous 
“ B u b lico la ”  had been thundering in tho WceTcly 
Dispatch.

The w eek o f  freedom  passed, arid Mr. Ilo lyoako le ft 
his hom e at Aston, B irm ingham , to proceed to G lou 
cester. Im prisonm ent seem ed to lie before him , and 
he cou ld  make n o  provision  for those dependent upon 
him  for bread.

“  My little daughter ran from her mother’s knee to the door 
when she found I had gone, and called after mo down the 
street. Ilcr swoet, clear voice arrested mo. I  looked back, 
and saw her dark, black eyes gleaming. I  never met her 
glance again, nor heard her voice any more. . . .  It  was not 
till after my liberation that I  knew the manner of her death. 
The sole income of home was from subscriptions from friends 
in various parts of the country, supposed to average 10s. a 
w eek; but it was not regular. A few days before the fever 
took the child, her mother was carrying her through Bull- 
street, Birmingham, when she cried from hunger for a bun in 
a window. There was no penny to buy it, and the frenzied 
mother slapped tho child to quiet her. She never forgave 
herself for doing that, and forty years later she oft repeated 
tho last words of tho child on the night of her death, when she 
exclaimed that ‘ I  was coming to see her ’— repeated them in 
tho tones of tho child, which wont into the mother’s heart for 
evermore.”

These are the things that lacerate the heart. N ot the 
handcuffs— what are they to a proud spirit P N ot the 
prison— it can be borne b y  the strength o f  conviction . 
N o, it is through those w e love  that w e are m ost cru elly  
stricken. T he real m artyrdom  fe ll upon the father 
w hen he knew  that his darling was dead, that she had 
looked  for h im  in  vain, that she had not been able to 
lay her w eak little hand in  his, that he had even  been  
den ied  the privilege o f kissing her brow  in  the coffin.

( To be continued.)

A  SA C R E D  O U TR A G E .

I t  is in the co ld  days w hen  I  write. I am sure ideas 
“  suffer from  the severity o f the weather,”  and those 
w ho deal in them  are entitled to the sym pathy or 
re lie f com m only  accorded b y  com passionate readers 
to other disabled persons. W h y  should  the “  glad 
tid in g s”  have com e in  co ld  weather, w hen  m ost 
persons in  need o f  them  are too ch illy  to be pleased. 
T w o writers in Secular Thought, o f  the Toronto 
Christmas N um ber, endeavor, w ithout success, to 
account fo r  it. In  Canada, “  glad tidings ”  be low  zero 
must be m ore inconven ient than in  England. H ere 
w e are glad w hen frost gives notice to leave, and packs 
up its ice and snow, its east w in d  and fog , its shivers 
and catarrhs, and other materials o f  its congealing 
business ; and though it leaves w ithout paying its 
rent, w e issue no process o f  “  distraint,”  and never 
care to “ seize its effects.”  I f  Christ was born in  the 
inclem ent weather tim e, things must have been very 
uncom fortable in tho Judean stable, tho shepherds 
outside must have been benum bed, and angels w ho 
appeared to them — considering h ow  lightly  celestial 
visitants are clad— must havo taken cold  that night. 
E ven the "S ta r  o f  B eth leh em ”  w ou ld  have been 
warm er sh in ing on a June night than on  a late 
D ecem ber evening. W e kn ow  w h y St. Thom as’s Day 
falls on  D ecem ber 21. H e was not one o f  the “  tw elve,”  
and besides ho had a sceptical turn o f  m in d  and 
refused to believe incredib le  things on hearsay, and 
asked for material evidence w hero it cou ld  be had. 
Thom as o f  D idym us was the wisest o f  all the saints. 
So ho was made a co ld  weather saint, and is accorded 
the shortest day in  the year. Seeing that it is on ly  in 
co ld  countries that Christianity is believed  in — a fact 
w hich  must have been foreseen by the inspired con 
trivers o f  it— it is inconceivable that the “  glad tid ings’ 
cou ld  not be arranged to arrive in  w arm  weather, 
w hen the hum an heart is most susceptible o f  gratitude ; 
w hen a radiant sunshine endow s even grim  cities w ith 
g lo r y ; w hen  tho beneficent warm th soothes the ch ill 
bones o f penury, and enables the fireless ch ildren  o f 
poverty to creep out under anim ating and cheering 
brightness. C ould the arrangement bo d iv in e  w hich  
assigns tho “  N ativity  ”  to m id -w in ter ?

C ould there bo a m ore strik ing p roo f than was given  
in St. Paul’s Cathedral on  N ew  Y ear’s Day, w hen 
fam ished E nglishm en and poor foreigners assembled 
there, p roo f that no God o f  Truth inspired tho ly ing 
w ords, “  H o hath filled the hungry w ith good things, 
and the rich  he hath sent em pty away ”  ? W hereas ho 
has p len tifu lly  helped tho rich  (and m any o f  them  
deserve it), but the hungry he hath sent away as em pty 
as a drum . Is it not w on derfu l that gentlem en (as 

j canons and deans are supposed to be) can stand up in
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p u b lic  and say and sing these things, w h ich  have been 
false ever since they were first written ? T he fam ished 
foreigners, when they understood the w ords o f the 
Magnificat, cried out against this m ockery— w hich 
shows that they were m ore intelligent than the English, 
w h o  suffer this sacred outrage in  silence. I f  w e cannot 
have the truth from  the altar, what is the altar fo r ?  
W hy should we keep a State Church to tell the poor 
what is not true ? T h ey  can be told  that elsewhere, at 
m uch less cost. W h y  should any one labor b y  learned 
arguments to try to prove the scriptures are not “  g iven  
b y  inspiration,”  w hen  it is palpable to com m on  sense, 
to right fee lin g  and to da ily  experience ? N ot on ly  
m ay “  those w ho run ”  read it, but they w ho sit still 
can see it. T he tim e is nearing w hen d iv in ity  w ill 
have to speak the truth. Christianity is da ily  com ing  to 
be perceived not to be a w ork ing system fo r  this w orld . 
Goethe said that the first and last th ing required 
o f  genius was truth and its practical application. 
P la in ly  Christianity is not a dev ice  o f  “  genius.”  There 
is no m ore false or irritating verse in  the scriptures, 
than the one sung in  St. Paul’s Cathedral— saying the 
rich  shall be sent away em pty and the hungry shall be 
filled. There is not a poor man or w om an in  the East- 
end o f  L ondon  but know s it is untrue. There is not a 
rich  gentlem an or lady in  the W est-end but know s the 
verse to be false. Can there be a greater outrage— one 
m ore heartless and contem ptuous— than that gentlem en 
w h o put them selves forw ard as m inisters o f a G od o f 
Truth, should assemble a crow d  o f hopeless, friendless, 
i'oodless m en and w om en, in  St. Paul’s Cathedral, and 
sing them  as true, w ords w hich  are not true ? It is 
tim e such spiritual effrontery was ended. There was 
a clergym an o f  the Church o f  E ngland, the Rev. W . M. 
W . Call, w ho resigned a rich  liv in g  rather than m ock 
his poor parishioners b y  reading to them  as true w ords 
w h ich , in his honest heart he fe lt to be untrue and 
m isleading, w hich  no gentlem an cou ld  read in  public. 
Instead o f  the Magnificat, w hen  the C hurch assembles 
the poor, it should  sing to them  Call’s nobler prayer :

O Lords I O rulers of the nation!
O softly clothed ! O richly fed !

O men of wealth and noble station !
Give us our daily bread.

For you wo are content to toil,
For you our blood like rain is shed;

Then lords and rulers of the soil,
Give us our daily bread.

Tour silken robes, with endless care.
Still weave w e; still unclothed, unfed,

We make the raiment that ye wear.
Give us our daily bread.

Can Christianity be the refining and ennobling  influ
ence it is said to be w hen its highest m inisters can 
stand up in  our national tem ples and solem nly  repeat 
the th ing w h ich  is not ?

G. J. H o l y o a k e .

CRUMBLING CREEDS.

Freethinkers should  be delighted w ith  certain signs 
o f  the tim es. It is m ore than eighteen hundred  years 
since Jesus Christ lived  and d ied  in P a lestin e ; if, 
indeed, he ever lived  and died  at all. The devotees o f 
the relig ion  he is supposed to have established have 
w orshipped h im  as a god. T h ey  have called it “  blas
phem y ”  to criticise his pretensions. T h ey  have killed 
and tortured m yriads fo r  being  sceptical. T h ey  have 
practically had Plurope in  their hands fo r  considerably 
above a thousand years. T hey  have w orked  their faith 
into the very  texture o f  society. Y et w e n ow  see the 
doubts, that once were the passport to prison and 
death, in fectin g  all classes o f the com m unity. S cien 
tists open ly  reject the Christian creed ; poets deride 
and denounce it, ph ilosophers regard it w ith  lo fty  d is
dain ,and w orkm en treat it astheirw orst enem y. C lergy
m en discuss “  W hy the People do not com e to C hurch,”  
and a great newspaper, like the Daily Chronicle, opens 
its colum ns to a correspondence on the question, “  Is

Christianity Played Out ?”  It is a spectacle to gladden 
the heart o f every friend o f Reason. V oltaire and 
Paine, cou ld  they behold  it, w ould  feel more than co m 
pensated fo r  their labors. It seems a pity, w hen  the 
w orld  is taking a fresh turn, that the heroes w ho have 
thought and w orked  and sacrificed for the change, 
cannot be resuscitated, fo r  a m om ent, and hear as it 
were the Genius o f  H um anity crying, “  Lo the reward 
o f  all you r t o i l !”

This discussion in the Chronicle has proved tw o 
things ; first, that the enem ies o f  Christianity are not 
confined to the ranks o f  the so-called “  infidels ”  ; 
secondly, that the friends o f  Christianity are at logger- 
heads as to its m eaning. B ehind their disagreem ent, 
how ever, lies this obvious agreem ent; nam ely, that it 
is im possible to lure the w orld  any longer w ith Christian 
dogmas, and that Christianity, to live  at all, must 
becom e little else than an aspiration towards hum an 
brotherhood and the secular w elfare o f the citizens o f 
earth. But this, o f  course, is not properly speaking 
Christianity. It is Secularism  in  disguise.

The dogm atic disagreem ent am ong Christians is 
specially m arked in  the article w ith  w h ich  the 
Chronicle w inds up this discussion. A fter rem arking 
that m ost o f its correspondents “ have not clearly  
defined what they mean b y  C hristianity,”  it gives 
its ow n  definition , w h ich  is as deligh tfu lly  vague 
as any o f  the rest. “  G od w ork ing  through man for 
the redem ption  o f the w or ld — that seems to us o f 
the essence o f the Christian idea,”  says the Chronicle. 
Through  m a n !  Y /here then does Christ com e in  ? 
H ow ever this question be answered, it is clear enough 
that the theological spirit w ill have to be d riven  
for its ultim ate citadels o f  Theism  and oth er-w orld -ism  
after historic Christianity is annihilated. Still, it 
is a great w ork  to dem olish  in fa llib le  Revelations, 
w h ich  are the consecration o f  ancient errors and 
vain im aginings, the bondage o f  the liv in g  present to 
the dead past. The tim e has nearly gone fo r  arresting 
the progress o f c iv ilised  nations b y  appealing to 
the plain or dubious texts o f  m usty old  docum ents 
“  g iven  by  the inspiration o f  G od .”

Christianity as it is really im plied  in the N ew  Testa
ment, and as it has been exp lic itly  taught by  Church 
divines from  Athanasius to Butler, and from  A ugustine 
to N ew m an, is very  near its dissolution. It has long 
been crum bling, and the process is n ow  rapid. On 
all hands w e perceive its effects. D r. M om erie, 
for  instance, having g iven  up all the dogm atic 
contents o f  Christianity, thinks it quite proper to 
remain in the Church o f  England. D river, Cheyne, 
R yle , and others are so heterodox that Father Ignatius 
— w hose voice  is that o f  one cry in g  in  the w ilderness 
— calls for their expulsion . Professor St. George 
M ivart, on the C atholic side, is prepared to reject n ine- 
tenths o f  the B ible, and even teaches that w e m ay bo 
happy in  H ell. E xcepting fo r  a little cheap cant about 
“  Christ ”  there are scores o f leading Christians w hose 
slender creed m ight have been subscribed b y  the here- 
siarchs o f  form er generations.

W hile  Christian supernaturalism is fast crum bling 
away w e shall hear foolish  and nauseous wailings from  
tw o classes o f persons— the ninnies and the hypocrites. 
The form er cannot do  w ithout som e k in d  o f  super
stition, and it annoys them  that other people are not 
as superstitious as th em se lves ; so they cry  out 
that, w ith  the decline o f  faith, the w orld  is go in g  
to the D evil. The latter, w h o th ink it still pays 
best to profess Christianity, spend a good  deal 
o f  tim e in  m utual recrim ination. M inisters like 
Dr. Parker and P rice H ughes adm it the hum bug 
o f  present-day Christianity, but it never occurs to 
them  that their ow n  incom es are rid icu lous in the 
light o f  Christ’s teaching. E ven the Chronicle editor, 
w h o calls on the w orld ly  to open ly  renounce the 
Christian faith, has a salary w h ich  w ou ld  have made 
Jesus and the tw elve Apostles “  rich  beyon d  the dreams 
o f avarice.”  Y es, i f  w e subtract innate credu lity , 
profitable hypocrisy, vested interest, and old  use-and- 
wont, from  the Christianity o f to-day, there is so little 
left that it needs no deep spirit o f  prophecy  to foresee 
its doom .

G. W . FOOTE.
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R EA SO N  A N D  C R E D U L IT Y .

The struggle betw een Reason and C redulity constitutes 
an im portant, but unfortunate, feature in  the history o f 
hum an progress. In  ages o f  ignorance, w hen  the 
priest was supreme, credu lity  held undisputed sway. 
W hen, how ever, know ledge becam e dissem inated am ong 
the general masses, reason was perm itted to exercise its 
power, and the right o f personal op in ion  was then 
recognised. U nder the first-named conditions agree
ment existed b y  authority ; but under the second, 
authority was the result o f agreement. Inqu iry , w hich  
is the precursor o f  doubt, has been too frequently  
regarded b y  the expounders o f  theological systems as 
being the enem y o f hum an w elfare. These self- 
appointed and w ou ld-be arbiters o f  the destiny o f  the 
race condem ned free inqu iry  as superfluous and pro
nounced doubt to be a deadly sin. H ow ever agreeable 
such a course as this m ight have been to those w ho 
were credulous and intellectually lazy, it was clearly 
an im position  upon the credu lity  o f  m ankind and an 
insult to the reason o f  th inking m en and w om en.

It is this persistent opposition  to mental liberty  and 
to the right o f personal d iscrim ination  that form s the 
basis o f the enm ity that so largely prevails in  theo
logical circles against that unfettered exercise o f  reason 
w hich  leads to freedom  and know ledge. The cause o f 
such opposition  is evident to most impartial observers. 
For one o f the m ost im portant lessons to be learnt from  
the study o f  intellectual activity  is that the free use o f 
man’s reasoning faculties tends to destroy the super
stition that is necessary to the perpetuation o f  the 
pow er o f  the Church. The cultivation o f the intellect 
provokes criticism , and that has invariably proved fatal 
to the claim s o f  superstition. The supporters o f theo
logical faiths, the orthodox o f every age, have feared 
independent thought, and their successors even now  
look  upon Freethinkers as most ob jectionable m em bers 
o f the com m unity. The priests m ay console and forg ive  
all k inds o f  crim inals, even the m urderer ; but the 
doubter is regarded by  these servants o f  the Lord as 
deserving o f being “  cast into outer darkness, w here 
there is to be w eeping and gnashing o f  teeth.”  The 
upholders o f orthodoxy  seldom  fail to discourage and 
to persecute those w ho dare to th ink  contrary to the 
prescribed canons o f the Church ; the result has been 
that fo r  centuries faith was in  the ascendant. F or
tunately, how ever, faith has at last to y ie ld  to reason, for 
persecution, born o f  bigotry and credu lity , is now  com 
paratively useless in check ing  freedom  o f  thought. W e 
are no longer at the absolute m ercy o f  fanatical priests 
and their credulous fo llow ers. T he Church m ay pro
scribe the free exercise o f  the mental pow ers in  theo
logical matters, but reason w ill assert and re-assert 
itself in  spite o f all endeavors to curb its force. N o 
power o f  credu lity  can at the present tim e stem the 
tide o f  rational inqu iry  any m ore than K in g  Canute 
could prevent tho rising o f  the sea. The enem ies o f 
Freethouglit may, and they frequently  do, raise their 
puny opposition  to its progress, but thoy can never 
prevent its ultimate trium ph. T ho proclam ation has 
gone forth to the w orld  that these obstructionists o f 
intellectual progress m ust stand aside or else be 
tram pled under foot in tho onw ard march o f  freedom .

The creeds and dogm as o f the past have now  to face 
an unfaltering criticism  ; their conflicting evidences 
and contradictory nature are in tho hands o f  those 
who w ill spare them  not. A  generation o f  thinkers 
nas arisen w ho cannot stillo their desire to know  as 
tar as possible tho facts o f  existence and their relation 
t° the duties o f life . These new ly-born  ch ildren  o f 
emancipated thought unhesitatingly pursno tho search 
tor h idden treasure, w hether it is to be fou n d  on 
“  Christian or on heathen ground.”  Such m en and 
Women have ceased to bow  dow n before the o ld  idols ; 
they no longer indiscrim inately  fo llow  the custom  o f 
their fathers, or adopt the habits o f tho nations w herein 
they were born, or in w h ich  they happen to live. In 
Lm es past tho ch ie f fu nction  o f the priest was to tell 
men what to b e lie v e ; n ow  tho reason w h y  tho be lie f 
should bo accepted is dem anded. M erely to say “  It 
ls written ”  w ill no longer suffice, as th ink ing people are 
more concerned to have an answer to the question, Is that 
^ h ich  is written true ? “  Thus saith the Lord ”  w ill

not settle disputed points to-day ; the Lord h im self 
and also his alleged sayings have to undergo an exam i
nation b y  m inds that are not awed b y  priestly threats 
or b y  orthodox credu lity . That w h ich  is opposed to 
freedom  o f  thought, how ever ancient or sacred it m ay 
be, is considered antagonistic to the developm ent o f 
the highest faculties o f hum an nature, and an obstacle 
to the progress o f  society, and as such, it w ill be swept 
away from  the path that leads to truth, freedom , and 
happiness.

W e live  in  an age w hen  the dem ands o f the theo
logian are not taken for granted. T he m ethod adopted 
by  m odern thinkers requires that what is subm itted to 
us fo r  our acceptance must be capable o f  reasonable 
proof. For instance, i f  it be true that there is “  a sure 
and certain hope ”  o f  a h igher state o f  existence w hen 
we have “  shuffled o ff this mortal co il,”  surely its e v i
dence should be in  harm ony w ith  reason and com m on  
sense. I f  it is not, how  can w e rationally believe in  
such an allurem ent ? T ho hardest lesson that an 
inqu irer has to learn (and, alas ! there are but few  w ho 
learn it) is how  to avoid  dogm atising upon subjects 
that transcend hum an thought. On every hand we 
are surrounded b y  “  authorities,”  m en w ho profess to 
have verified their conclusions b y  scholarship and b y  
personal experience. Each one assures us that he 
alone is in  the right, and that all others are hopelessly 
mistaken. This lands us in  a logical d ilem m a fo r  if  
w e take the w ord  o f each there is no escape from  the 
logical conclusion  that all o f  them  are w rong. But 
granting the most that can be made o f  the position , we 
have not then necessarily arrived at the truth, but 
have on ly  d iscovered a num ber o f  persons w ho say 
they have fou n d  it. Scholarship and experience, to 
be o f  any rational service to us, must be our ow n  and 
not that o f som e professor, w h o m ay desire that we 
take his op in ion  instead o f that w hich w e form  our
selves. Som e even claim  to be endow ed w ith  a facu lty  
that is not com m on, by w h ich  they can discern 
invisib le and supernatural things. It is easily under
stood that such persons w ho fan cy  them selves possessed 
o f  extraordinary powers, and w ho make it a profession 
to guide others, should warn people that, above all 
things, they must not rely upon their ow n  unaided 
faculties, that reason is but a b lin d  and fallacious 
guide. It is hero that reason bids credu lity  to pause 
by  assuring us that, i f  w e once surrender the on ly  
faculty we possess by  w h ich  w o can distinguish truth 
from  error, w o m ay becom e tho subjects o f every 
im postor w ho claim s to be our gu ido and master. It 
makes no d ifference to tho issue i f  the gu ido is h im self 
mistaken. The fact still rem ains that tho final decision  
as to what is true or false must rest with the inquirer 
and not with the teacher. N o one can think or believe 
for  another, for  our thoughts and beliefs, to be o f  any 
real value to us, must be the result o f  our ow n  in tel
lectual efforts.

It m ay be urged that i f  wo on ly  accept that w hich  
our reason approves, our creed w ill bo sim ple and brie f 
indeed. W h ile  that is true it is no disqualification to 
the dictates o f reason. Som e o f  tho wisest sayings 
that have been handed dow n to us from  tho treasures 
o f  ancient literature are short, and sim plicity  in  the 
presentation o f  the highest virtues is the d istinguish
ing characteristic o f  tho ablest m en w ho ever lived . 
I f  we g ive the term  greatest to m en, it should be co n 
ferred on those w h o have deserved m ost o f  their 
fe llow s. In selecting one o f  these w e should not m en
tion the fou n der o f  any theological faith, but rather 
the one w ho uttered tho first doubt, fo r  it was he w ho 
made thought possible and enabled it to reach the 
m enial horison o f  others. M an’s greatest trait is his 
ability to th ink and he w ho first urged h im  to exercise 
his reasoning faculties was the m ightiest servant o f  tho 
hum an race. N ext to h im  w ho can utter a now  thought 
is ho w ho can d iscover means for m aking it the com m on  
property o f  m ankind.

T ho w orld  has suffered long and w earily  from  tho 
effects o f the credulous tendency o f  theology, but at 
last the hour o f deliverance fo r  w h ich  our ancestors 
heroically  w orked has com e. C redulity is rapidly 
g iv ing  w ay to the force o f cultivated reason. This is 
the factor that is now  accepted in the realms o f  thought 
as a h igher guide and a safer counsellor than faith in
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any pow er beyon d  the confines o f  nature. T he enem ies 
o f progress are on the eve o f  the greatest defeat they 
ever encountered, dism ay pervades their cam p, and 
destruction awaits their trem bling pow er. T he era o f 
science and o f freedom  o f  thought has happily  daw ned 
upon  ns, and to the potency o f  the v itality  o f this 
m odern alliance the theologians must y ie ld  their sway. 
T heir altars, their tem ples, and their suprem acy already

I floating seo 
Like wrecks on the surge of eternity.

Charles Watts.

A  F R E E T H IN K E R 'S  M OTTO.

“ The world is my country, mankind my brethren, and to do 
good is my religion.”—T h om as  P a in e .
T his  text, w h ich  m y  friend  Mr. Standring has had 
handsom ely printed in go ld  and illum inated fo r  those 
w h o  care to adorn their houses therewith, is, I venture 
to think, m ore concise and com prehensive than any to 
be fou n d  in the B ible. It is the sum m ary o f  the creed 
o f  the Age o f  Reason, and d iv ides the cosm opolitan 
hum anity o f  that age from  the exclusiveness and 
intolerance o f  the past. Paine’s great m erit as a w riter 
was his sim ple direct style, w h ich  struck the nail on 
the head w ith  a single b low , and this sim ple com pact 
sentence m ight form  the groundw ork  fo r  as m any 
serm ons as have ever been founded  on any utterance 
o f  Jesus. The master o f language is kn ow n  as m uch 
b y  what he leaves unsaid as b y  what he says. Paine 
was a Deist, believing in God and hop in g  fo r  happiness 
beyon d  this life  ; but in  this m em orable sentence he 
left aside the unessential, and form ulated a practical 
ideal w h ich  A theist, no less than Theist, can adm ire. 
Let us look  at it a little.

The world is m y country.— This at once puts aside 
the petty patriotism  w h ich  is but an extension o f 
parochialism . It proclaim s that one ’s sym pathies 
must be w orld  w id e— breaking dow n  the barriers o f 
race, language and religion ; that instead o f the m otto 
“  m y  country, right or w ron g ,”  one must substitute 
the statement o f the Pagan, T erence —

Ilomo sum ; nihil humani a me alienum puto.
(I  am a man and feel for all mankind).

Barring G od's chosen race, I kn ow  no people m ore 
needing to ponder this evangel than ourselves. Our 
insular prejudices has made U3 enem ies all over the 
w orld . In her hour o f  need Britain m ight find herself 
friendless sim ply  because “ British in terests”  has been 
all in  all to her sovereigns, statesmen, and people.

Mankind m y brethren.— M orality begins in  the 
fam ily , and, liko charity, som etim es does not get m uch 
beyon d  the lim its o f  hom o. B ut as fam ilies enlargo 
into tribes, and tribes into nations, the federation and 
fraternity o f  m ankind becom es possible. Ethical laws 
at first confined to our ow n  race, are seen to be o f 
universal obligation , and a cosm opolitan feels

Never elated wliilo ono man’s oppressed 
Never dejected while ono man is blest.

To do good is m y religion.— N othin g  here about be lie f 
in God or hope fo r  happiness after death. N othing o f  
any dogm as or w orship. E or creeds it substitutes 
conduct ; for  prayers, practice. This is the com m on  
ground, the residuum  o f  all the creeds, the one grain 
o f  salt w h ich  has kept them  from  putrefaction. “  W hat 
is virtue ?”  asked Voltaire ; and answered, “  D oing 
good  to others.”  H ow  sim ple ; yet, som etim es, how  
hard. For to do  good  w e m ust study the conditions. 
It w ill not avail to mean to do good  and trust in God. 
“  G ive to h im  that asketh,”  said Christ, and the good 
Christians w ho fo llow  h im  unintentionally spread and 
perpetuate beggary. T he Freethinker has a harder 
task. H e has to study w here and how  ho can do good. 
Fortunately light is clearest nearest hom e, and doing 
the little da ily  duties ever at hand opens the road to 
w ider, better service.

M av not those Freethinkers w ho hold  and seek to act 
up to such a m otto as this boast, w ithout vanity, that 
they are the true C atholics ?

Foi fliodeB of faitji let reatofls bigots fight ;
Ho cah’t he Wronfc life la in the right!

M ankind w ill never agree on  theological questions. 
T hey  have quarrelled about them  fo r  ages, putting aside 
the w eightier matters o f love  and justice. Tears and 
b lood  have fo llow ed  in  the track o f supernatural beliefs. 
T heir very  m agnitude has dw arfed  our earthly duties. 
R em ove them  all and these still rem ain. T o make the 
best o f this w orld  is a platform  w hereon every en 
lightened and rational man can agree. Secularism  is 
the true C atholicism . J. M. WHEELER.

A C I D  D R O P S .
Mr. W. II. Louglimin, formerly a curate in the Church of 

England, of “  the Close Brethren,”  will have to refund some 
of the £132,000 odd which he obtained from the lata Henry 
Hope Morley under the cloak of religion. Mr. Loughnan 
will, we fear, feel this verdict very acutely, as to give up money 
goes against the fundamental principles of the Close Brethren.

Now that Loughman has been ordered to disgorge that 
money, we guess the Lord will not enable him to resist Mr. 
Justice Wright. The judge’s summing-up was a scathing 
indictment of the Loughmans. The chief culprit has been 
living at the rate of £5,000 a year. His evidence in court 
was most unsatisfactory, and the judge accused him of 
destroying documents that told against him. “  The money,”  
he said, “  was obtained by the exercise and abuse of personal 
influence and ascendancy established and maintained for that 
very purpose under a cover of religion and religious brother
hood.”  Altogether the worthy Loughman must be considered 
a finished hypocrite and an unscrupulous adventurer.

Commenting upon this case, the Pall Mall Gazette says 
that Loughman is "  a practitioner of a peculiarly modern 
type.”  But this is nonsense. The type is as old as the history 
of religion.' It was a common charge against the Christian 
priests of the early Church that they insinuated themselves 
into the houses of rich people, especially of rich widows, and 
sucked their wealth like leeches. Later on mortmain laws 
had to bo passed to prevent the Church from getting all the 
wealth of rich sinners on their death-beds. There is no leech 
like the religious leech. It sucks while there is a drop of 
blood to be drawn. It never drops off of its own accord. It 
has to be pulled off. Henry Morley couldn’ t shake off his 
leech, so he committed suicide. But the leech has been well 
sprinkled with judicial salt, and is now under the process of 
disgorging. And there is some consolation in that.

The Rev. W. H. Jones, rector of Godington, ha* been 
ordered by the Bicester magistrates to pay a fine of £5 or go 
to prison for twenty-one days. Ho appears to have taken too 
deeply to heart St. Paul’s exclamation. “  Doth God care for 
oxen ?”  Eight yearlings of his were found in a very weak 
state, fastened in a shed, which was deep in dung. They had 
no food and no bedding. They ate ravenously some rotten 
hay that was offered them. Air. Jones will continue to shed 
the light of Christian charity upon Godington.

Tho English Mechanic reports that a “  Spook Machine ”  
has been specially invented for that good man gone wrong, 
Air. W. T. Stead. It takes the form of a magnotised dial 
plate, communicating by electric wires with a type writer. 
Air. Stead places his hand upon the plate, and the departed 
spirits begin to use the type writer. Stead expects great 
things from his “  Spook Alachine.”

The Rev. Z. B. Woffendale sends us a letter about “  a 
cowardly, lying, and libellous article ”  in our last week’s 
issue, in which theso words occur— " lie sent a letter to 
my employer to try and get me out of a berth.”  Air. 
Woffendale says that “  this is an atrocious lie,”  and calls upon 
us to “  express regret for having printed and published 
a libel so utterly false and malicious.”  Air. Woffendale 
is screaming before he is hurt. He is neither mentioned nor 
alluded to in the sketch by “ Lucianus”  to which he 
apparently refers. The minister in that sketch is named 
Westmoreland, which is not a bit like Woffendale; nor 
are his initials the same as Air. Woffendale’s. True, his 
first name is Zephaniah, but there is more than one 
Zephaniah in the world. Wo owo Mr. Woffendale no 
apology ; he chose to put on tho cap, and we are sorry 
it hurts him. “  Lucianus ”  infotms us that Mr; Woffendale 
toM hot In his mind lit ^ritlBg the sketch; ftrtd. OH ar»i
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quite ready to stale that we never heard of Mr. Woffendale’s 
getting any Freethinker out of a situation.

The Bey. J, Page Hopps, one of the defenders of Chris
tianity in the controversy as to whether that belief is played 
out, gave a very heterodox exposition of his faith in lecturing 
for the McQuaker Trust at Berkeley Hall, Glasgow. He seems 
almost to combine Unitarianism with Pantheism. “ God,”  
he is reported as saying, “  not only incarnated himself in 
sentient beings, but in all material things. He was the 
universal cause, if he was anything, not as manufacturer, but 
as inspirer. In what they called matter they had really God 
manifesting himself under material limitations.”  So, when 
we swallow a mutton chop, we may be really giving the lamb 
of God a new in ca rn a tio n .____

The Eev. John Eobertson, of Glasgow, says that no 
man can be in intimate communion with God, who is 
not a total abstainer. He would not only bar out Noah, 
Lot, David and the prophets, but even Jesus Christ and his 
apostles.

A new sect known as the Carterites is spreading in 
Michigan. They are under the leadership of a prophet 
Carter, who has promulgated an order, said to have been 
received by him from the Lord, that all members made 
over to their leader a tenth of their property. The same 
spirit of true inwardness i3 found to underlie all religions.

Father Paul, a Catholic priest of Vera Cruz, Mexico, has 
teen sentenced to life imprisonment for murdering his 
brother.

A new attraction has been started in a Dundee Church, 
the minister inviting the congregation to write out questions 
and put them in the collection plate, the man of God under
taking to answer the questions from the pulpit during the 
service. If this custom extends, it would afford a good 
opportunity for assaulting the coward’s castle with a few 
posers.

The West Ham Branch applied for the use of a Board 
school on Sunday for a children’s party, on Thomas Paine’s 
birthday, but find that the regulations of the West Ham 
School Board prohibit the use of a school on Sunday for any 
but Sunday-school purposes. It is hoped that tho Secular 
members will see that this state of things is discussed at a 
meeting of the Board. ____ _

Eev. Hugh Price Hughes, speaking at a public meeting in 
Worcester, said he agreed with Mr. Foote that there was a 
great deal of humbug connected with Christianity, and that 
with many professors it was a gigantic sham. We are glad 
in hear that Mr. Hughes agrees with Mr. Foote about 
something. Perhaps he will some day agree with Mr. 
l'’oote about that Atheist Shoemaker story.

It is pretended that juvenile depravity abounds in Birming- 
“ am in consequence of tho lack of religious teaching in Board 
Schools. Mr. Joseph Chamborlain, M.P., denies this, however, 
and declares that there has been a great reduction in juvenile 
offences since tho passing of the Education Act in 1870. Mr. 
Dixon also points out that one of the two girls whose 
“  confeesions ”  have been made so much of, had attended a 
denominational school.

“  The number of souls saved depends on my balance at the 
bank.” So says the Eev. W, Barry in the Catholic Times. 
bet they send ’an old woman to gaol for earning sixpence by 
°rtune telling.

Abraham Turner, the man of King Solomon’s sect, whoso 
Wlfe stated that he said ho had a divine message to livo with 
•another woman, after which another of the sect came with 
 ̂ divine message to livo her, appeared before Mr. Corser at 
he police-court to answer her claim for maintenance. The 
efendant asked his wife about tho Lord calling him out as 
0 did to tho Gentiles, but Mr. Corser had to tell him that 

'vas not the question. The defendapt Baid, “  Since we have 
rusted in the Lord we have had what the Lord has sent.”

^ 0) however, only gave his wife Is. fid. a week to support 
children. Mr. Oorser adjourned the summons to give 
r.n opportunity bf makiner his wife an allowaboti If

the wife entered the union, he hoped the guardians would 
prosecute him.

Mrs. Turner deposed that she followed him over to a house 
in Chelsea, and asked him, “  Is it true you are sleeping with 
those women ? ”  The inspired Turner replied, “  That is what 
you have got to find out.”  Thomas Turner, the brother, 
deposed that he was “ the biggest hypocrite on earth” — “  he 
thinks he’s beyond human nature and is indeed Jesus Christ.”  
Poor J. C. I This is rougher upon him than anything in the 
Daily Chronicle correspondence.

There was a lively meeting called for the defence of 
the Welsh Church at Merthyr last week, the gas having 
to be turned out in order to bring the squabble to an end.

Helen H. Gardener, authoress of Men, Women and Gods, 
has been paying a visit to Christ Schweinfuith at his Heaven, 
near Eockford, Illinois, with a view of studying his mental 
characteristics and those of his dupes, with the further purpose 
of using them as the basis of her next literary work. After 
her return from Heaven she said that Schweinfurth is beyond 
all question self-deluded— a mild sort of lunatic or mono
maniac. _____

A  writer in the Daily News points out that on land 
in Hampshire, which pays £160 for rent, there is a tithe 
charge of over £80. No wonder farmers are complaining 1

Dr. Wm. Price, who died last week at Llantressant, Gla
morganshire, at the age of ninety-two, was a strange survival. 
He called himself “  Archpriest of the Sun,”  and dressed in 
Druidic costume. When eighty-one years of age, he deter
mined to fulfil prophecy by taking a virgin, who gave birth 
to a son whom he named Iesu Grist. This child died, and 
Dr. Price got into trouble through cremating him, but he has 
since had another son with the same name, so Jesus Christ is 
still living. Dr. Price has now been cremated himself, Jesus 
Christ officiating.

Two Jews were last week brought up at Worship-street 
Police-court, charged with assault and robbery in the 
synagogue, Church-street, Spitalfields. The magistrate re
mitted the matter to a tribunal of Jewish rabbis.

The wife of the Eev. Edwin Arthur Barraclough has 
obtained a decree for a divorce on the ground of her hus
band’s adultery and cruelty. The man of God admitted 
adultery up to a certain date, but pleaded condonation.

In tho caso of the Salvationist and the nurse-girl, it was 
noticeable when the former was asked, “  Do you preach 
morality in the street?” he indignantly replied, “ No, I 
preach about tho truth.”  Tho truth with these people means 
religious doctrines, and has nothing to do with what the old 
Scotch divines were fond of calling “  mere morality.”

Another curious testimony last week was that of the 
missionary at tho North London Police Court, who, in the 
caso of a man charged with brutally ill-treating his wife, 
testified that the prisoner “  thrashed her on an average once 
a week whether she wanted it or not.”  Ho apparently 
thought wives are sometimes the bettor for a dose of the 
medicine which the wise Solomon so frequently recommended 
for children.

The Eev. Mr. Macaskill, of Dingwall, has addressed a 
letter to the convener of the College Committee of the 
Freo Church of Scotland, with regard to Dr. Bruce’s new 
book on Apologetics. He declares it impossible to exhibit in 
short compass “ all the unsound teaching in a volume of 511 
pages, tho most of which inculcate doctrines in opposition to, 
or which ioferentially undermines all that a true church of 
Christ should hold sacred.”  He cites the passages dealing 
with the Creation, the Fall, the trustworthiness of the 
patriarchal history, the authorship of the Pentateuch, the 
idea of God possessed by the chosen people tho prophets, 
the canon of scripture, and the person of J. C., as all 
antagonistic to the true faith, and asks how long this 
awful process of perversion of the most sacred truths of 
our faith is allowed to be taught to young ministers with the 
Free Church, which he says will "oon be “ A tthitreb M 
all the hetesMt’*
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Mr. A . L. Brown, who ia an ex-M.P. for Border Burghs, 
conducts Sunday missions, and in the course of an address, 
reported in the HawicJc News, made the curious statement—  
■‘ There was no such thing as an Atheist now.”  We are 
reminded of an anecdote recorded of Priestley, who, dining 
with the Baron d’ flolbach, inquired if there were any Atheists 
in Paris, and received for answer, “  You have just dined with 
seventeen.”  _____

There are continual complaints of the way in which the 
clergy seek to thwart the Burials Act of 1880, or to apply it 
solely to their own enrichment. In a recent case in Carmar
thenshire of an aged farmer who wished to be buried as a 
Nonconformist beside his wife, the incumbent first declined 
to allow the burial at a ll; and when it was shown that, as a 
parishioner, he had the right of burial, he would not allow 
it at the wished-for grave except upon the condition that he 
himself should conduct the funeral with the service of the 
Church of England. ____

The Rev. F. C. Stebbing, vicar of Featherstone, Kent, 
objects to Sunday funerals. As, however, people will die 
when it is convenient to bury them on Sunday, they get a 
Nonconformist minister to conduct the funeral. The Rev. Mr. 
Stebbing, however, claims all the fees.

It was made clear by the deputation to Mr. Asquith on the 
subject of the Burial Laws that the pith of the question, as 
of many religious questions, lies in the matter of fees. As 
the law stands, the clergy are entitled to fees for burial in 
consecrated ground, though they do not officiate and may 
never have heard of the person interred. That this exaction 
should be extended from all the old churchyards to the 
cemeteries paid out of common rates is a grievance demanding 
speedy abolition. _____

Mr. Buchanan says of Dr. Joseph Parker’s jocularity:—  
“  The Christian religion, if we put aside the miracles, is not 
rich in humor; even the good old joke about eternal damna
tion is somewhat too grisly to be entertaining. It is pleasant, 
therefore, to find that Dr. Parker can jest about * the divine 
initials,’ the fourteen hundred million gods of humanity, and 
the Garden of Eden, according to the Bible pour Eire. 
Superstition has got no very tight hold on a man who can 
settle religious questions by ‘ wheezes ’ worthy of a Lion 
Comique.”  ____

The Rev. A. Holden Byles says : “  There are many signs 
that men are beginning to believe that there is a God in the 
world.”  Rather late in the day for a beginning of this old 
superstition. What of the signs that men are beginning to 
cease believing it ?

At a meeting at Barcelona, to protest against the opening 
of a Protestant church at Madrid, violent speeches were made 
and a free fight between Protestants and Catholics was the 
result. Another proof that Christianity is not played out. 
The town guard had to be called on to restore order.

A  writer in the Church Times says, it needs a capital 
sum of ten millions of pounds to raise all benefices to 
a standard of £200 a year. The Church dignitaries who 
have all the plums of the church cake, think the laity should 
put butter on the poor parson’s bread.

“  What penance are you doing in this Lenten season, Mrs. 
Simper ?”  asked the Rev. Dr. Thirdly. “  Oh, I come to hear 
you preach every Sunday !”  was the cheerful reply.

At the Third Decennial Conference of Indian Missionaries, 
held at Bombay, Mr. Cursetjee, a gentleman of the Poonah 
Mission, rather damped the enthusiasm of the meeting by 
pointing out that, with all the activity of which this confer
ence gave token, it would take ten thousand years to convert 
the Indian population— a pretty good time to wait for the 
second coming of Jesus. ____

As we have before pointed out, the assumption that even 
the present rate of progress in converting India will be con
tinued is an unwarranted one, because the converts are nearly 
all made from a certain class, viz., the aboriginal savage 
inhabitants of India and the lowest castes only. When these 
are all converted Christianity may find it has come to the end 
of its tether. This surmise is borne out by the testimony of

the speakers at the Bombay conference, who admitted that 
their success was among the Pariahs, Shanars, and Santals. 
The conversion of these races only means the greater difficulty 
in converting the higher castes, who despise them. The 
speakers of course did not allude to the great number of their 
converts who are “  rice Christians ” — that is, aecept the 
dominant religion for what they can get out of it.

A t Victoria, Mashonaland, as the archdeacon was preaching, 
a baboon appeared at one of the open church windows, and 
audibly and dramatically jeered at the clergyman. Presently, 
waxing wroth at the inattention of the congregation, the 
monkey sprang into the church, escaladed the pulpit, and 
agilely perched himself upon the shoulders of the archdeacon, 
whose neck he reverently and fondly embraced. From this 
novel and embarrassing position the archdeacon managed to 
extricate himself, when the monkey rapidly climbed up into 
the roof of the church, defying capture until the end of the 
service. From his post of vantage the baboon continued to 
address, if not to edify, the congregation, until both he and 
the archdeacon left the building. It is stated that the arch
deacon was shocked ; it is rumored that the congregation 
was scandalised. History is mute as regards the Simian 
intruder.— Communicated.

Cardinal Manning said that the Catholic Church would 
never persecute. Oh dear n o ! Not in England at any rate, 
because it couldn’ t. But see what it does where it has a 
chance. Only a few months ago the International Freethought 
Congress at Madrid was stopped by the authorities for speaking 
against the Catholic faith. Now the papers report that a 
Portuguese minister has been thrown into prison at Setubal, 
and charged with propagating the Protestant religion. 
According to the penal code he is liable to two years’ im
prisonment and a ruinous fine. Such is liberty where the 
Catholic Church can fling aside the mask of toleration.

The Duke of Norfolk is heading a pilgrimage of English 
Catholics to Rome. Pope Pecci will give them a special 
audience, and celebrate a special mass for them in the Sistine 
Chapel, which is adorned by the genius of Raphael. According 
to the newspapers, it is understood that the Duke is practically 
a special envoy from Queen Victoria, and bears several presents 
for his Holiness. No doubt the presents will be accepted. 
They always are. But we can afford to smile at the “  envoy ”  
business. England isn’t going to recognise the Pope as a 
temporal power, and Queen Victoria’s taste in politics doesn’t 
count for as much as her people’s.

Down at Bristol it is a fashion among Christians who ask 
“  posers ”  at Freethought meetings to cite the case of 
Miiller’s Orphanage as a proof of the efficacy of prayer. It 
is alleged that Muller never begs for money ; he asks the 
Lord, and it comes. But this is very shallow nonsense. 
Müller does let other persons know what he wants. Religious 
journals frequently contain accounts of his establishment and 
its financial necessities. This is not only an advertisement, 
but an advertisement in the best part of the paper.

These “ posing ’ ’ Christians forget that when the fever got 
into Muller’s Orphanage, prayer was useless, and science had 
to be called in to drive out the disease.

It appears that we understated Canon Farrar’s income from 
his pluralities last week. As Queen’s Chaplain he should 
have £300 a year, in addition to his £1,000 as canon, £600 
as archdeacon, £600 as rector of St. Margaret’s, and £400 as 
chaplain to the House of Commons. In all £2,900, besides 
what he makes from his books and as director of assurance 
companies. He has good reason to be thankful to the car
penter’s wife’s son. ____

Little Boy— “  Wot's the difference between high church 
and low church ? ”  Little girl— “  W ’y, don’t you know ? 
One says * Aw, men,’ and the other says, ‘ Amen.’ ”

it A parson hearing the mate of a steamboat cursing a dock 
hand, said, “  My son, do you not know it is wicked to use 
such language as that ? ”  “  Oh, that’s nothing,”  said the
mate of the steamboat, “ you should hear me when we’re 
coaling.”  “ But,”  persisted the parson, “ the Bible says, 
swear not at all.”  “ Just so, just so,”  assented the offender 
cheerfully, “ they don’t all need it this morning—only that 
galoot with the cropped head.”
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UR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Feb. 5, Alhambra Mimic Hall, Porter-street, H ull: 
at 11, “  Who Wrote the Biblo?” ; at 3, “  Why I  Cannot be a 
OhriBtian ” ; at 7, “  The Doom of the Gods.”

Wednesday, Feb. 8, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 
at 8.15, “  Shakespeare’s Hamlet—its Philosophy and Lessons.” 
(Admission free.)

February 12, 15, aud 19, Hall of Science ; 26, Grimsby.
March 5, Liverpool; 12, Leeds; 19, Hall of Science; 26, 

Manchester.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mn. Charles W atts ’ Engagements.— February 4, Chester-le- 
Street ; 5, Newcastle-on-Tyne; 6, Horton C olliery ; 12, 
L iverpool; 19, I Leicester; 26, Birmingham; 28, Sheffield. 
March 1, 2, 3, Sheffield; 5, Birmingham; 12, n ail of 
Science; 19, B ristol; 26, 27 and 28, Glasgow. April 2 and 9, 
Birmingham; 16 and 23, Hall o f Science, London; 30, 
Sheffield. May 7 and 14, Birmingham; 28, Hall of Science. 
—•All communications for Mr. Watts should bo sent direct 
to him (w ith stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville 
Hall, The Crescent, Birmingham.

4V. Tiffin .— Wo cannot give you questions to ask the lecturer. 
You must do that yourself. Merchant was some years ago, 
and for a very short time, connected with tho ^West Ham 
Branch.

W. If. Ston e .— What became of Mary, the Mother of God, 
according to Christian legend and tradition, may be road in 
Mr. Foote’s “  Bible Romance,”  A  Virgin Mother.

T. Hinton .— We saw the cutting you are kind enough to send. 
Thanks for your interesting letter.

T- W. Hicks.— Church of England proporty is national property. 
I f  the Church supports itself, it will bo able to prove that it 
does when it is disestablished and disendowed.

F. E l k in .— Much obliged, but we could make no use of it. 
Tim whole quostion may soon appear in a different light.

R on Ma h o n .— To hand. Will look through them presently.
FnEETiiiNKEn’s W ife.—Wo believe yes, but it is so easy to be 

on tho safe side.
W. Cox.— Seo paragraph.
E cli. ctic.— Mr. Footo was impiisoned for “  blasphemy ” — as 

tho indictmont said, for “  bringing tho Holy Scriptures and 
tho Christian Religion into disbelief and contempt.”  This 
was in 1883.

A. Bakkk.— Glad to hoar you tako two copies weekly, one for 
binding, the other for giving away.

R. Morgan.— Mr. Footo edited tho Secularist in 1876-7 ; the 
Liberal(a  monthly) in 1879; Progress (a monthly) from 
1883 to its end ; and the Freethinker from its first numbor.

•I. G. Bahtram.—Seo reply to Mr. Walker.
J. M. W a l k e r .— Tho printer has received definite instructions 

on tho matter. Mcmbors’ meotings shall bo insertod, but we 
cannot put committeo meetings in tho Lecture Notices, 
though always ready to give a paragraph to anything special.

° . H. A.— Under consideration.
G. Hugh es .— No offence ; certainly not.
<1. Tr ic e .— The substance of the cutting from Reynolds' 

appeared in our columns a month or two ago.
T. II. E ciii.in makes tho following anagram of “  The National 

Secular Society ”— All Atheistic Eye, No Sour Cant. That 
shows, ho says, what’s in a name.

A. N. St a ig e r .— See paragraph. Wo hope your committeo 
will bo able to beat the bigots,

J oseph u s .— (1) W. R. Brad laugh misled you. Wlion tho air 
■a exhausted, so that an electric curront cannot pass, there is 
still ether to transmit light. (2) Scientific mon don’t discuss 
Haul’s views on any natural subject. (3) We cannot give 
you the reference. It moans searching our file.

Sh illin g  W e ek .— Porcival 2s. 0d., R. Jacob, B. L. Coleman 
5s-> Mr. Taylor, per C. Watts 3s., S. Hartman 5 s , S. and L.

u ds., G. Thackray, Fleming, II. Lynes, W. Wuss. 
Fr e e t h in k e r  ”  Su stk n ta tio n  Fund .— Toby King 5s.

A- B. W a k e f ie l d .— The Rev. G. F. Ilandol Row o’s letter is 
v°ry patronising. lie  evidently does not liko the idea of 
debating. Ho prefors “  talkee talkoo.”

H arry Guest.— Don’t pay so much attontion to tho man’s per- 
sonalities.

'• Jacod.—I t is acknowledged this week. Of conrso rich 
clorgymon should help poor ones beforo thoy apply to

T ‘ ayiuen.
J°SKi>u Br o w n .— Not time to deal with it this week. Contents 

of lottcr shall liavo attention.
London Secular Federation .— Mr. R. 0 . Smith, hon.treasurer, 

acknowledges:— II. C. B., 5s .; W. L. Branch, 10s.; It. W. 
Dowding, 5s.

0 anrspondknck should roach us not later than Tuesday if a 
roI>ly is dosired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the follow ing week.

« ' ends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention. 
«KRs Received.—Dor Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator— 
Pen Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufol

—Western Figaro — Liberator— Liberty—Clarion—Flaming 
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaren—La Raison— 
Los Angeles Times—Our Programme—English Mechanic— 
Leamington Chronicle — Worcester Chronicle—Twentieth 
Century—Manchester Telegram—Shields Daily Gazette— 
Dundee Advertiser—Shields Free Press— Boston Investi
gator—Reading Observer—Hawick News—Whitby Times 
— Northern Evening News—Wolverhampton Express and 
Star.

L it e r a r y  communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-green, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

The Freethinker (including tho twopenny special number for 
the first week in each month) will be forwarded, direct from 
the office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One 
Year, 7s. 6d .; Half Year, 3s. 9d .; Three Months, Is. 10)d.

Sc a le  of A d v e r t is e m e n t s .— Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every 
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:— 
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

S U G A R _ P L U M S .
Bristol Christians expected that they had “  settled ”  Mr. 

Foote for last Sunday. Owing to their manoeuvres he was to 
have no audiences, or very poor ones. But they were mis
taken—as usual. There was a very good morning meeting, 
a very full meeting in the afternoon, and another first-rate 
audience in the evening, although, in addition to the 
Christian “  special,”  there was the counter attraction of the 
Sunday Society’s meeting at St. James’s Hall. A consider
able number of Christians were present during the day. 
Plenty of questions were asked, but there was little discussion. 
In the morning a shallow, bombastic fellow made a great 
noise because he could not speak for half an hour. He thought 
his wonderful abilities entitled him to that at least. But 
the chairman and the meeting thought otherwise, and he was 
desired to sit down after speaking for sixteen minutes. 
Instead of doing so he began yelling at the top of his voice, 
amid the frantic applause of a dozen or so of the baser sort 
of Christians, who were (like himself) evidently bent on 
disorder. “  Let us march out, boys," he shouted, and the 
little clique disappeared, much to the satisfaction of the 
decent folk who remained. Perfect order was thus restored, 
and the lecturer replied to what had been said to a quiet and 
attentive audience.

Mr. Keast, the active secretary, took the chair in the 
evening, and said it was being announced by the Christians 
that ho had been converted. After the evening lecture, Mr. 
Foote had a long chat with the Branch members. It was 
evident that Bristol was ripe for a “  forward movement ”  in 
Secular propaganda, and Mr. Foote promised to see that 
steps were taken, in concert with the Branch, to strike while 
the iron is hot. _____

Mr. Foote’s lectures at Bristol are to be answered to-day 
(Feb. 5). Announcements were out to that effect last Sunday. 
Perhaps it is easier to reply when he is absent, but is it 
brave ? and is it efficacious ?

We are glad to see that tho Bristol Seculaiists are able to 
counteract the “  special efforts ”  of the Rev. J. M. Logan. 
“  Agnostic,”  who published an able reply to Mr. Logan’s 
discourse on God, has since published through Harvey, 
30 Lower Arcade, a full and spirited reply to another 
discourse on " I s  the Bible Inspired !”  We hear that 
“  Agnostic's ”  pamphlet is being widely circulated. It would 
be well if it could be read by everyone who heard or has 
perused Mr. Logan's sermon.

On Monday evening Mr. Foote visited Bath and delivered 
a Freethought lecture. It was quite a novelty in that fashion
able city, haunted by retired generals and colonels, parsons, 
rich widows and well- to-do spinsters. The weather, too, 
was very adverse— something like a warm shower-bath in the 
muddy streets. Nevertheless a very good audience assembled, 
the lecture was attentively listened to, and often warmly 
applauded. Several Christians offered opposition, and the 
meeting, which began at 8, did not break up till nearly half
past ten. Several friends came over from Bristol, including 
Mr. Keast, the Branch secretary, who took the chair.
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After the meeting several persons gave their names and 
addresses as intending members of a Bath Branch of the 
National Secular Society. As soon as possible a meeting of 
these will be convened, and the Branch formally started. Of 
course it will be uphill work to carry on Freethought propa
ganda in a city like Bath, but something may be done, and 
the new Branch can count on assistance from the N.S.S. 
Executive.

Mrs. Louisa Samson lectures at the London Hall of Science 
this evening (Feb. 5) on “  Is the Bible the Friend of 
Women ? ’’ This is a lecture the ladies should hear, 
especially Christian ladies. On Wednesday evening (Feb. 8) 
Mr. Foote delivers a “  free admission ”  lecture at the Hall on 
Shakespeare’s “ Hamlet.”  This is a novelty in the Wednesday 
evening series.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times last Sunday in 
South Shields to good audiences, the one in the evening 
being particularly so. All the meetings were exceedingly 
enthusiastic, and the friends from surrounding districts gave 
our colleague a hearty reception.

Mr. Watts has been speaking every night during this week 
under the auspices of the North Eastern Secular Federation, 
and to-day (Sunday, Feb. 5) he lectures three times in 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. a ____

The Finsbury Park Branch had a very good meeting 
on Sunday last, when several new members were admitted to 
the Branch. The finances, etc., were considered, and a strong 
program for the coming open-air propaganda arranged. Mr. 
Clifton was re-elected honorary secretary, Mr. F. S. Danny 
was elected treasurer in place of Mr. Finckin, who was 
compelled on account of business, etc., to retire, and Mrs. 
Samson was re-elected librarian.

The N.S.S. Orgmisition Committee, with the unanimous 
approval of the Executive, has arranged to have another 
Conversazione at the London Hall of Science on the first 
Wednesday in Apiil. Probably the weather will be finer 
than it was on the last Wednesday in December. As 
on that occasion, the President invites members of the 
N.S.S. to meet him and his colleagues of the Executive. 
It will be a kind of “ at home.”  Most of the time from 8 
till 11 will be devoted to conversation, with an occasional 
reading or soDg by way of variety.

Applicants for tickets for the Children’s Party at the 
London Hall of Science on Wednesday, March 1, should state 
if they are members of the N.S.S. With respect to the party 
itself, it has been decided to provide the children with a 
substantial tea, besides the usual amusements. Of couise 
this involves a good deal of expense, and subscriptions are 
earnestly requested. They can be sent to Mr. Forder or Miss 
Vance, at 28 Stonecutter-street; or to E. Pownceby, 7 Fins- 
bury-street, E.C.

Mr. A. B. Mos3 reports that he had good meetings at 
Ipswich on Sunday, and that the New Branch is going on 
famously. Mr. Moss also reports that his recent lecture at 
the Bermondsey Gladstone Club was extremely well attended, 
partly in consequence of the row made by a few bigots at the 
dub hall being usod for such a purpose. Next Wednesday 
(Feb. 8) Mr. 0. Cohen will lecture from the Bame platform 
on “  What the Universe Teaches.”

Mr. C. Cohen lectured at Hull last Sunday. The Branch 
secretary informs us that he gave great satisfaction, and the 
members hope to hear him again. The Hull Branch is 
making steady progress.

Mr. Cohen lectures in the Athenaeum, Wolverhampton, this 
afternoon, at three. Freethinkers in the district are invited 
to try this first taste of his quality.

The Bradford Branch will have a social gathering on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, in the Milton Rooms, 158 Westgate. Meat 
tea at 6.30 ; dancing from 8 till 11. Tickets Is. ; social only, 
fid. During the evening it is intended to present Mr. John 
Grange with a complete set of Mr. Bradlaugh s workr in 
recognition of his services to the F reethought ca .ie in the 
District. Mr. John Grange has just been granted a flpecal 
Lecturer**! diploma by the jW.8.8. Executive

The Free Press, of South Shields, devotes over two columns 
to a very readable account of “  An Evening with the South 
Shields Secularists.”  The subject discussed was that of 
Man’s Individual Responsibility, and seems to have been fairly 
reported.

On Sunday Mr. Foote occupies the stage at the 
Alhambra Music Hall, Porter-street, Hull, lecturing three 
times, at 11, 3, and 7. It is now some time since he 
has visited Hull, and many friends in the district will 
doubtless be glad to see him there again.

Who knows, judging from recent experience and the 
evolution of events, but that Mr. Buchanan will, like others, 
in the course of a few years be accepted as a teacher and a 
useful member of society? I remember when Mr. G. J. 
Holyoake and the late Mr. Bradlaugh were treated with 
contempt and scorn, and avoided by respectable people as if 
they were lepers. But Mr. Bradlaugh, before he died, 
silenced calumny and commanded respect, and Mr. Holyoake 
may to-day rub shoulders with Nonconformists, editors of 
religious newspapers, and ministers of State, with none daring 
to make him afraid.— Echo.

One of George Jacob Holyoake’s friends in the old Reasoner 
days, and probably still, was Francis William Newman, a 
brother of the famous Cardinal Newman. Francis Newman 
broke away from Christianity as a revelation and became a 
Theist. He has written on behalf of maDy good causes 
during the last forty years. Though now nearly ninety years 
of age, he enjoys fairly good health. Professor Newman 
resides at Weston-super-Mare.

Mr. Gladstone, who has been so often cited as sayiDg that 
the clergy are not State paid, with the inference that therefore 
Church property is not national property, has sent a letter to 
Mr. Carvell Williams, in which he distinctly declares that the 
funds of the Church are national property. The letter runs 
as follows : “  10 Downing-street, Whitehall, Jan. 25th, 1893. 
Dear Mr. Carvell Williams,— Some of the words quoted in 
your letter and said to have been used by me (but I am not 
aware of having myself used ambiguous words) are perhaps 
of disputable meaning. But I have declared again and again 
that the funds of the Church, understanding the words as 
they were generally understood by the Irish Church Act, are 
national property. Aod this remains true although it be also 
true that the Established Church in England does not, like 
that in Scotland, draw anything as an Establishment from 
what I may call Parliamentary sources.— I trust that this 
explanation meets your purpose, and I remain, faithfully yours, 
W. E. G ladstone .”

The Westminster Branch inform us that at their half- 
yearly general meeting a favorable report and balance-sheet 
wero read, and nearly all the old officers were re-clected. 
Outdoor work will commence in April.

The Leeds Branch has at length secured a nice room for 
regular meetings. It is in New York Buildings, New York- 
street. Mr. Sam Stanoring will open it with a lecture this 
evening (Fob. 5) at 7. Members and friends will previously 
(at 5.15) meet for tea at the New Waverley Hotel, Call-lane.

Tho Leeds Sunday Lecture Society is making Sabbath- 
breaking fashionable. Immense audiences assemble every 
Sunday afternoon. Mr. Foote will lecture for the Society on 
March 12.

Mr. J. M. Headley stands on the Secular Education ticket 
in tho School Board contest at Great Yarmouth. The 
election takes place on Feb. 9, and we shall bo glad to 
hear that Mr. Headley has secured a seat on the new Board.

Little Yorick—“  Mother, why do you take tho pips out of 
my lemonade ? Will they kill mo if 1 drink them ? ”  Mrs. 
Yorrick—“ Yes, my child.”  Little Yorrick—“  Trcos would 
grow up inside me, 1 suppose?”  Mrs. Yorick—“ Yes.” 
Little Yorick, witli a smile—“ My word, mother, wouldn’ t it 
be funny ? When the angels carno to take me to heaven, thoy’d 
think they were carrying up ail orchard I ”

A Weekend dudo, being asked by his mother what was (he 
text of the sermon, replied ! “ Why mawj ho preached ubo'tt 
the computable of the improvident eum”
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WHAT IS RELIGION ?

W h a t  is religion ? How sliall we define it ? Is it the “  per- 
c option of the infinite” ? Is it “ seeking after God” ? or 
“  belief in the Lord Jesus Christ ” ? o ra  right comprehension 
of the Trinity ? or is it “ morality touched with emotion ”  ?

In my own view, religion is none of these things. I venture 
on an entirely now definition. Religion, as I take it, is the 
mode by which men excuse their breaches of morality; 
religion is the opiate of the conscience.

The truth is, that the most difficult of all things in this world 
is to lead a straight life, a life which comes up to one’s own 
ideal of what life should bo; such a life as to occasion no 
pricks of conscience to the ordinarily constituted man. In all 
ages mon have found it difficult, perhaps impossible, to do this. 
They have lived evil lives, and their consciences have troubled 
them. They become uneasy because their lives are not good, 
and yet, being unable to bring themselves to do that very diffi
cult thing— to lead a perfectly moral and irreproachable life— 
they have cast about for some substitute which may ease their 
consciences instead.

Owing to the personalising instinct inhoront in the human 
mind, when men begin to ask whence arises the necessity to 
lead a virtuous life, and wherefore their conscience trouble 
them when they depart therefrom, they do not find tho cause 
in tho inherent necessity of things, but in the will of some 
superior being or beings. Although, then, they believe that 
it is the will of this superior being that they lead a virtuous 
life, yet tho superior boing, being a person and perhaps some
what resembling themselves, is open to cajolery, and may be 
induced to accept some substitute for a virtuous life.

As a matter of bistory, the rituals of all religions have boon 
the means by which men have endeavored to propitiato the 
gods, and to soothe their consciences, so that they may con
tinue to load their evil lives. Ritualistic practice and theo
logical belief—both infinitely easier than to love ono’s 
neighbor as onesolf—have ever been the substitutes for this 
last. It was easy for a Jew to abstain from pork, to rest on 
the seventh day, to practise circumcision, and to keep himself 
ceremonially clean ; but it was difficult for him to exorcise tho 
demons who occupied the citadel of his heart—greed, lust, and 
cruelty. I think it will generally be found that the most 
religious nations aro the most wicked; and although tho 
Romans and Greeks had their vices in abundance, yet they 
had more redeeming virtues than were to bo found in the 
superstitious race, whoso credulity was a byeword among the 
Romans. “  Credat Judaeus,” says Horace— (“ Lot tho Jew 
boliovo it ” ) ; as we say, “  Tell it to tho marines.”

Paganism, although no doubt thoroughly supersitious in its 
origin, had spent its venom by tho tirno of Augustus Ciesar, 
when all tho leading mon wore almost openly unbelievers. 
Superstition had no part in the mild and beautiful character 
of Horace, who said of himself “  No man is more froo from 
religious prejudice than I.” But as tho pagan superstition 
was dying, the Christian superstition was born; and indeed 
in tho making of Christianity, Paganism had at least as large 
a sharo as Judaism.

New substitutes woro now found for morality— that was all 
tho change. A  Christian, especially if ho bo ignorant, finds 
no difficulty in believing that Jesus was conceived of tho 
Holy Ghost, that ho rose from tho dead, and passed bodily 
through tho clouds and out of tho solar system, or in believing 
that three Gods may bo rolled into one. All this is oasy to 
an ignorant man who has heard nothing clso from childhood. 
It is easy too for him to go to church regularly, to make 
Sunday a day of boredom to himself and as far as possible to 
olhor people, and to take the communion, etc. All tliCBO 
Christian duties aro easy, and if a man porforms them 
faithfully, surolyl'tho thrco-cornorcd God whom ho flattors so 
unctuously ovory Sunday, will ovorlook such trifles, as lying, 
stoaling, (within tho limits of tlio law of course, and so as not 
to bo found out), oppression of his follow-mon, grinding tho 
faces of tho poor, and Biloh other little trifles, that must be 
forgiven to tho wealthy pow owners. Verily tho Bible is tho 
source of England’s groatnoss, for tho Biblo has enabled 
Englishmen to stiflo their consciences while thoy pursue tho 
course of brigandage and cozenage, which they call colonisation 
and trado. J. W. B.

Who was tho rudest girl in tho Biblo ?—Ruth ; because slio 
uncovered Boaz’s feet, and trod on his corn.

No, anxious mother, tho sun that stood still at Joshua’s 
command was not having his hair cut.

“  What can you tell me about Esau ?” queried the pedagogue. 
“  Esau,”  responded tho youth, with tho glib alacrity of one 
who feels himself for onco on safe ground,“  Esau was a writer 
of fables, who sold his copyright for a, bottle of potash.”  

Maud—“ What is God, mamma?” Mamma—“ God is a 
spirit.” Maud—“  What is a spirit?” Mamma—“ Why, Maud, 
I can’ t explain it to you ; you would not understand if I did.” 
Maud—1,1 Oh yes I should.” Mamma—"  Well, then, a spirit is 
somothihg you perceive but don’ t see. Now you don’t know 
any better than you did beforei” Maud—“  Yes I do | it’s a 
*i'tuukt”

THE SECRET.

I h a v e  heard a fearful secret;
To the Shah I will not tell i t ;
I will hido it from my sweetheart,
From my merry, dear companions,

When they ask.

This it is : The clod I trample 
Was the skull of Alexander,
And the waters of the ocean 
In the veins of haughty princes 

Once ran red.

And tho dust clouds of the desert 
Were tho lips of lovely women ;
Where aro thoy, and they who kissed thorn ? 
Power dies, and beauty passes—

Naught abides.

Whore is Jamshyd, and his beakor ?
Solomon, and where his mirror ?
Which of all the wise professors 
Knows when Kaus and Jamshyd flourished— 

Who can tell ?

They were mighty, yet they vanished ;
Names aro all they left behind them;
Glory first, and then an echo ;
Then the very echo hushes—

All is still.

Oh, my Shah, ask not my secret 1 
Sweetheart, I must hide it from you.
They who hear it are not merry :
Power dies, and beauty passes—

Naught abides.
IV. R. T h a y e r  (in Atlantic Monthly.)

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

R e po r t  of monthly Executive meeting, hold at the Hall of 
Science January 25; tho President in tho chair. Prosent: 
Messrs. V. Roger, R. O. Smith, S. Hartmann, E. Truelovo, G. 
Standring, J. M. Wheeler, W. H. Reynolds, J. E. Brumage, E. 
Bator, C. Quinton, J. Fisher, J. Potter, W. Heard, C. W. 
Martin, W. II. Baker, W. Hoaford, and the Assistant Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. Trea
surer’s report received. The principal business before the 
meeting was tho discussion of tho Organisation Committee’s 
work. Tho Council approved of the recommendation with 
regards to tho N. W. London Branch. Amongst other matters 
tho Committeo had considered the question of the formation of 
a Tcmporance Section, remittod to them by the Conference; 
and whilst recommending toetotallers to join unsectarian 
societies, thought tho Executive—in tho event of its taking 
tho matter up—should appoint a special sub-committco. The 
minutes woro unanimously confirmed.

Tho President reported that Shilling Week had roalisod 
(subject to an audit by tho Society’s treasurer) £78, and tho 
previous Special Fund £33, and also iuformod tho tneoting he 
was making inquiries concerning tho introduction of the 
Liberty of Bequest Bill, and hoped to bo ablo to report at (he 
next meeting.

Tho Secretary reported that mammoth posters, advertising 
tho Hall of Seicnco lectures, had been purchased out of tho 
fund specially raised by tho President, and were boing dis
played on tho public hoardings. It was resolved that the 
Secretary send out circulars asking Branchos who woro ablo 
to accommodate tho Confcrcnco to communicate beforo tho 
next mooting. E. M. V an ce , Asst. Sec.

OLD CAT UP YAR.
A story is told of a somewhat eccentric parson in Southern 

Virginia who was intending to preach from tho text, “ And 
tho spirit of tho Holy Ghost descended liko a dove.”  It 
occurred to him that it would illustrate tho text forcibly to 
have adovo lot down with a string from tho ventilator abovo 
tho pulpit just as ho uttered tho words. So an old negro 
servant was brought to the church on Saturday, and sent up 
into tho garret to rohoarso letting down tho dove. It worked 
to perfection, and on Sabbath morning the old darkey was 
again sent to tho garrot beforo tho opening hymn. Tho 
proachor reached tho words, “  And tho spirit of tho Holy 
Ghost doscouded liko a dove,” but the dovo didn’t descend. 
Tho text was repealed, and still no dovo appoared. A third 
time tho parson repeated the words, and then glanced up at 
tho ventilator to soe what was wroDg. Slowly the ventilator 
opened, and in the space appeared a woolly head. “ Say, 
massn 1 ”  said tho darkey, “  I'so ’fraid de( Holy Ghost can’t 
show up to-day. Ole cat’s bin up yar an’ don* cbaWed hi* 
Whole dathned head oul”
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A  C H A T  W IT H  A  JE W .

“  Y o u  must be an obstinate race to resist fo r  so m any 
years the accum ulation o f  Christian evidences,”  I 
rem arked one Sunday to Mr. K ohn, as w e were both 
on the outskirts o f a small gathering around one o f the 
outdoor lecturers o f  the C.E.S.

It was not m y  first acquaintance w ith  m y  Jew ish 
friend. I had frequently  noticed h im  at the al fresco 
gatherings w here Secularists meet Christians. His 
race was apparent from  his physiogom y. H e was o f 
a fine type, being a poor but learned Jew  o f Sephardim  
descent. I observed that he always relished any hits 
from  Freethinkers against Christianity, so long as they 
d id  not reflect on  the Old Testament. I m ade m y 
introduction  to h im  one m orning b y  courteously asking 
h im  if  he cou ld  oblige m e w ith  a literal translation o f 
Gen. iii. 15. A w are that I was a Freethinker, he 
pleasantly obliged, although for a reason, as I afterwards 
d iscovered, he on ly  rendered the con fusion  o f  that 
text worse con founded .

“ Yes, ve are obstinate ven ve kn ow  ve are r ig h t?” 
he answered to the assertion reported above. “  Yot 
nonsense they talk. T h ey  have learned their traditions 
as I have learned m ine. But joost suppose you  vas 
Y idd ish , and heard fo r  the first tim e that the great 
Got— blessed be his n a m e !— had gone v if  ze v ife  o f a 
carpenter and got a son. Y ot cou ld  you  say to a religion 
founded  on such detestable nonsense ?”

“ W ell, sir, there are difficulties in all fa iths.”
“  But this is a m onstrous absurdity— a blasphem y.”
“  W as not your Messiah to be the Son o f God ?”
“  Only as ve are all sons o f  Got.”
“ W ell, it seems to m e that i f  your Messiah has not 

com e, you  m ust be very  obstinate to expect h im  n ow .”  
“  V ot have ve alvays vanted but a k in g  and a leader ? 

V e have been oppressed b y  Babylonians, M edes, Greeks, 
Rom ans and Christians. V ot has sustained us but the 
hope o f  our Messiah to redeem  Israel?  V ot d id  ve 
vant vith  a crucified carpenter ?’’

“  But, Mr. K ohn, that is not a spiritual interpretation 
o f  your sacred books.”

“  V ere the books g iven  to you ? W h o should 
interpret them  i f  ve cannot ? D o  you  tink  Got sent 
his Messiah to make his ow n  people lepers ?”

“  Y es, but the Christians say that it is a punishm ent 
fo r  putting the Messiah to death.”

“  V e put him  to death ! V y , b y  your ow n books the 
Rom ans vere in pow er. Vat nonsense to suppose our 
Sanhedrin sat at night, or spat on any prisoner. Lies, 
lies— all lies.”

“  W ell, your race has had to suffer fo r  your supposed 
crim es.”

“  Y ou  Christians (I  here repudiated the term ) have 
made us outcasts ; you have disfigured, tortured, and 
burnt us ; but I tell yon  ve vou ld  go through it all 
again rather than unsay our Shem a Israel, rather than 
acknow ledge you r cheese and crust.”

T he o ld  man had raised his voice , and a crow d  
gathered round us. This, just then, was neither to his 
taste nor m ine, and, after a parting assurance o f  m y 
respect fo r  h is convictions, w e w ent our several ways. 
I, how ever, m et Mr. K ohn again. H e even took m e to 
his hom e, w here I saw his books and his dark-haired 
daughter R achel. But o f  all this, and o f  his extrem ely  
curious view s on h is race and its m ission in ancient 
and m odern history, I m ay perhaps tell on som e other 
occasion. L u c ia n u s .

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Got your newsagent to take a fow copies of tho Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the u  pies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our oentents-sheets, which
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Fordor 
will send them on application.

(6) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, 
the car, or the omnibua.

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at 
publio meetings, or among the audiences around street- 
corner preachers.

W HERE IS H EAVEN ?

T he precise locality where the mysterious God shall, with an 
invisible pocket-handkerchief, mop up all the briny tears 
from our spiritual faces, has been a knotty point ever sinco 
J. C. did the celebrated vanishing trick, and turned his 
daddy’s hand into an easy chair. We are told that wo shall 
all go there some day, if we only wash ourselves white in his 
red blood ; but such a lot of people have washed in it, and it 
must have got so fearfully thick with spiritual dirt, that wo 
want to have a few moro particulars before we try it on. 
First of all we want to know where heaven is, and how long 
it will take us to get there if we make a start. Then wo 
should like to know what it is like, for if the Bible description 
is correct wo would rather not go there, especially as we 
cannot relish the idea of associating with some of tho 
villainous rogues who are said to have taken tickets for the 
journey, and who are expected to sing in the choir. How
ever, if wo can ouly find out where it is, that will be some
thing, and we can leave it to the heavenly bouso agent to 
find us a mansion in a respectable street, or a villa in tho 
suburbs.

Tho Rev. Thain Davidson, D.D., has been having a heaven 
hunt, and thinks that ho has found it. He tells us, in the 
goody-goody Quiver, where bo believes it is, and if ho is 
right, then goodbye to any hope of eternal bliss, for we would 
sooner join the Salvation Army (and that is saying a lot) than 
travel such a distance. I f  it is where he says it is, poor old 
J. C. must find it hard work getting there since he went up 
with his clothes on. Ho will want a rest as soon as he gets 
to the half-way house, or even before, if ho comes upon ono 
of tho stories in tho heavens. We wonder if the apostles 
cautioned him to avoid bumping his head against the stars ! 
What a long arm Jahveh must have to have been able to let 
J. C. sit on liis right hand when he started on the trip. Dr. 
Davidson bases his article “ AVhero is Heaven ” on Ephesians 
ix. 10, “  He that descended is the samo also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, that ho might fill all things.”  Ho says 
that “  the correct interpretation of this passage has perplexed 
many expositors,” and we believe him, for the wholo of tho 
Bible is perplexing. “ Tho idea of a sevenfold heaven,”  ho 
says, “  with successive stages of felicity and grandeur, finds 
no support in any passage of scripture ” ; and that St. Paul’s 
statement that ho was caught up to the third heaven merely 
meant “ that his spirit was raised and onlightened to under
stand holy mysteries that we hidden from other men.” 
St. Paul was a lucky man ; but why should God have such 
holy mysteries if ho really wants us to bccomo harpists up 
above ? Dr. Davidson says that it is noticcablo that tho text 
says that Christ ascended “ far abovo all heavens,”  and that 
this means that he mounted to tho highest spot in tho 
universe to tho peculiar dwelling placo of God ; so high that 
he could go no higher.

This is satisfactory so far. Wo now know that Christ is 
close to the roof of the universe, and that ho is not sitting on 
tl*) top! Now wo want to know what part of tho roof, and 
this is what Dr. Davidson proceeds to tell us. He says that 
it is a reasonable belief that all tho stellar suns havo a com
mon centre; and that that central pivot appears to bo within 
tho constellation of “  tho seven Btars,” or tho Pleiades. Then 
ho 6ays: “  In tho midst or heart of tho Pleiades it may bo 
argued that there must bo an enormously massivo sphere, 
not a blazing sun, and therefore not visible to u s : a world 
incomparably larger than any known globo. Indeed, such a 
sphere must exist to account for the prodigious force of 

ivitation issuing from that contrc; u forco which cannot 
accounted for by any objects that are seen. That world, 

in addition to its peerless magnitude, must possess u 
splendor and glory all its own, bung illumined by many 
suns, which revolvo round it. Is it a monstrous and extrava
gant conception that possibly that mighty sphere in Cimab, 
that central world in tho bosom of tho Pleiades, tho very 
pivot o f tho starry universe, is tho peculiar residence of 
Jehovah, tho metropolis of creation, tho palace of the king of 
kings ?”

In our opinion such a conception is no moro extravagant 
than that which accredits tho making of this world by a God, 
placing in it creatures whom bo told to bo obedient, and thon 
permitting them to be tempted beyond their reeistanco by a 
serpent. It is no moro a monstrous conception than thut a 
loving and just God would mako a boll for tho reception of 
tho sinful, whom ho permits to bo born in that state. It is 
no moro extravagant and monstrous than these, but it is 
equally ridiculous. Besides, how does a world "illumined 
by many suns ”  correspond with Revelations xxi. 23, when it 
suys “  Tho city bad no need of tbo sun, neither of tho moon, 
to Bhine in i t ; for the glory of God did lighten it, and tho 
Lamb is tho light thereof” ? Ho next goes on to speak of 
two photographs, recently taken, of tho Pleiades, which havo 
revealed a unique and mysterious sphere, with a remarkablo 
glory or luminous haze around it. Tho sphere has sinco boon 
observed through the telescope, and the halo pronounced to 
be faintly discernable. Then ho says, “  Can this bo heaven P” 
Ah ! that is it. There is one greut objection to the idea, and 
that is tho Bize of the sphere. So very few are going to 
heaven, according to all account, that they would feel lonely
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under such circumstances. “  How strange,” says he, “  to 
think that some of us who have spent hours to purpose in 
one of the great observatories, and have swept large portions 
of the sky with eager and inquiring gaze, may even have 
caught upon the retina, the image of our eternal home.” 
How strange, indeed, wo may add, that the heaven o f Dr. 
Davidson’s imagination should, like the religion ho preaches, 
be one mass of darkness edged with an almost imperceptible 
light. How strangs, too, to find that wo shall “  rise again 
with our bodies,”  and be wafted into the centre of the 
Pleiades, there to sing Hosannah until we are sick o f it. 
Strange? Y es! what is there which exists in connection 
with Christianity which is not strange ?

Dr. Davidson says of his imaginary heaven : “  Why may 
we not believe that grass will grow, that flowers will bloom, 
that fruit will ripen, forests wave, rivers flow, and streamlets 
dance, high mountains tower, valleys wind, and plains 
expand—ay, and that beyond them all, as far as the eye can 
reach, blue oceans will roll and sparkle in the sunlight o f 
eteruity?” Why not? Because such a heaven is out of 
concord with the “  holy mysteries ” of Christianity. Because 
for flowers to bloom and fruit to ripen, would mean decay as 
well. Because tho grass that grew would either die or have 
to be cut for hay. Because eternity is an immaterial thing 
which has no sunlight in which an ocean could sparkle; anc 
because pure imagination is unhealthy ground for tho growth 
of belief. Let Dr. Davidson revel in his imagination of the 
position and beautios o f heaven; nay, let him even prove 
that he is right, and we shall then even more strongly dis
credit the possibility of the existence, in such a glorious 
sphere, of a God so unjust, unmerciful, eailous, and brutal as 
the god o f the Christians. A sulet S lade.

B O O K  C H A T .

Admirers of Mr. J. A. Symonds, the poet and historian 
of the Renaissance in Italy, will be glad to see his new prose 
essays entitled, In the Key of Blue.

m * *
Mr. Leslie Stephen, who is recovering from his recent 

illness, has just issued a half-guinea volume entitled, An 
Agnostic’s Apology, and other essays.

# # »
Mr, Charles Watts has just published (Watts and Oo., 3d.) 

a new pamphlet on Evolution and Special Creation. It is an 
excellent summary of the question, and is written with vigor 
and lucidity.

* # *
Mr. W. H. Reynolds, the energetic secretary of the Mal

thusian League, and publisher of its pamphlets, has just issued 
a Malthusian. Handbook. It is written very clearly and plainly, 
but with greater delicacy of expression than is sometimes 
found in population essays. The social and domestic part of 
the question are most fully treated, and the medical part is 
reduced to merely necessary proportions. It is certainly 
preferable to some other pamphlets of considerable reputation. 

# • »
The only argument brought against cremation which 

deserves any consideration is that aB to the possibility of its 
removing traces of ciime. The Cremation Society of England 
(8 New Cavendish-street, Portland-plnce, W .) has published 
a pamphlet on this aspect of the case by its President, Sir 
Henry Thompson, F.R.C.S. Sir Henry reiterates that cre
mation is the only safe sanitary method of disposing of the 
dead, and states the practice of the Cremation Society, viz., 
to remove the stomach, a portion of the liver, and one kidney, 
placing them in a jar with spirit, sealed in the presence of a 
witness, and committed to safe custody to be produced when 
required. This and other precautions, including doctor's 
certificate, taken by the Society, we think reasonable people 
■will agree amply obviate objections.

* * •
We have scant sympathy with ladies who, while wearing 

for their adornment plumage which has meant the death and 
desertion of beautiful birds, yet shriek against scientists as 
though they were monsters of cruelty. No. C of the Humani
tarian League's publications on Vivisection, by Edward 
Carpenter and Edward Maitland, has, at any rate in its first 
portion, nothing of this hectic strain. Mr. Carpenter’s con
tribution is entitled “  Medical Science: the True Method and 
the False.”  In arguing that in the long run vivisection must 
lead to the alleviation of human suffering and to human 
progress, he attacks the whole medical superstition of treat
ment by drugs, which, in palliating the effects of disease, allow 
the causes to go unnoticed. Mr. Maitland’s portion is “  An 
appeal to Hearts and Heads.”  On such a question there

should be little need of an appeal to hearts. Every humane 
person must agree that the practice of torturing animals is a 
horrible one, unless it can find its justification by affording 
greater relief of suffering than it occasions. Whether it can 
be so justified is a point upon which we are as sceptical as 
Mr. Maitland, but it is a question for the intellect to decide. 
Whether we agree or not with the writer, there can be no 
question that this last publication of the Humanitarian League 
deserves the attention of the thoughtful and humane.

Ob it u a r y .—Dr. Gustav Volkmar, who died at Zurich on 
Jan. 9, at the advanced age of eighty-three, was one of those 
rational critics who, while not entirely breaking with the 
old faith, did much to undermine its alleged supernatural 
foundations.

L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S, E T C .
(Notices of Lectures, etc., mutt reach us by fin t post on Tuesday, and 

be marked <« Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-cardi] 
Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance. 

LONDON.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.45, 

J. B. Coppoek, F.C.S., “  The History of a Star, ’ with lantern 
illustrations (2d. and 4d.) Tuesday at 8, dancing (free). Wed- 
nesday at 8, dramatic class. Friday at 8, public discussion.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Boman-road : 7.30, 
J. Kowney, «< The Bible Account of the Origin of the Universe.”  
Wednesday at 9, 0. Cohen’s class in «« Spencer’s Ethics.”  Thurs
day at 8 30, open discussion (free). Saturday at 8.30, free concert 
and dance.

Camberwell—81 New Church-road, S.E.: 7.30, Touzeau Parris, 
“  The Certainties of Religion Worthless.”

East London Ethical Society, Assembly Rooms, Cottage-grove 
(near Grove-road), Mile End-road : 7, Charles Read, M.D., «‘ Con
duct as a Fine Art ”  (free).

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street: 7, C. James, 
««Immortality : does Man Survive Death ?”

Finsbury Branch : Feb. 4, at 8, smoking concert in Minor Hall 
of Science. Sunday at 12, members’ meeting.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, Stanley Jones,
“ The Cooling of H ell” (free); 6.30, musical selections; 7, Mrs. 
Louisa Samson, “  Is the Bible the Friend of Women ? ’ ’ (3d., 6d., 
and Is ) Wednesday at 8, G. W. Foote, «  Shakespeare’s ‘  Hamlet ’ : 
its Philosophy and Lessons ”  (free).

Hammersmith— Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, J. Rowney, «  The Resurrection.”

Islington—Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper-street : 7, 
A. Guest, “ The Bible: does it show evidence of authorship by a 
being all-wise, all-good, and all-powerful ? ”  ; preceded by music.

Progressive Association, Penton Hall, 81 Pentonvillc-road : 7, 
Mrs. Thornton Smith, «‘ The Politics of W om en" (free); preceded 
by vocal and instrumental music.

South London Ethical Society, Chepstow Hall, 1 High-street, 
Peckliam: 7, Graham Wallas, M .A ,«' Robert Owen.”

West Ham—33 High-street, Plaistow: Saturday, Feb. 4, at 8, 
members’ quarterly meeting.

O pen-a ir  P ropaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, W. J. Ramsey, “ The Devil a 

Gentleman.”
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, J. Rowney, “ The Bible 

Opposed to Science and M orality” ; 3.30, Stanley Jones, “ Noah 
and Lot—Flood and Fire.”

COUNTRY.
Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 5, upstairs)

6.30, concert.
Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street: 

U'Cohen, 11,“ Charles D arwin” : 7, “ The Fate of Religion.” 
Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, A. B. 

Wakefield,“  Atheism Examined—a Reply to the Rev.G. F. Handel 
Rowe (of Halifax).”

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton: 2 45, 
Sunday-school for children; 7, annual memorial service to Charles 
Bradlaugh.

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: 12, discussion 
class, P. Shaughnessy, “  Why I am a Sceptic” ; 6.30, J. Robertson 
(President, Glasgow Spiritualists’ Association), «< Spiritualism 
Before the Modern Movement."

Grimsby—Hall of Science, Freeman-street: 7, C. H. Bogen, 
M .B.A.A.,««Astronomy.”

Hanley—Secular Hall, Jolin-street: 7, social evening.
Harton Colliery : Monday at 7.30, Charles Watts, “ Did Christ 

Rise from the Dead P”
Hull— Alhambra Music Hall, Porter-street: G. W . Foote, 11,

«« W ho Wrote the Bible ; 3,«« Why I Cannot be a Christian” ;
7,««The Doom of the Gods.”

Leeds—Waverley Hall, York Buildings, New York-street, Kirk, 
gate: 7, Sam Standring, “ The Probable Truth about Jonah” ; 
tea at New Waverley Hotel, Call-lane, at 5.15.

Liverpool—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-streel: 7, Mr. Small, B.Sc.,
“  Organic Evolution.”

Manchester N.S.S., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : J. M. Robertson, 11, “ The Non-Christian Religious 
Systems” ; 3, “ The Morality of Reason; or U tilitarianism ";
6.30, «  The White Washing of Christianity.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne — Grainger Theatre (above old Lecture
Room), Nelson-street: Charles Watts, 11, ««Cromwell and the 
Commonwealth” » 3, “ Man: his Origin, Nature, and Destiny”
7, “  Happiness in Hell, Misery in Heaven.”
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Nottingham — Secular Hall, Beck-street : 7, C. J. Pillier, 
"  Anarchy : its Aims and Objects.”

Plymouth— 100 Union-street : 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea; 

3,'mutual improvement class; 7, Mr. Yeaxlee, «Hobbes’s ‘ Levia
than ’ ”  ; Mr. Loveridge will give a recitation.

Heading—Foresters’ Hall, West-street: 7, annual meeting.
Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham.street : John Grange, 

3, “ The Coming Slavery: a Study in Politics” ; 7, “ Unbelief, 
the Main-Spring of Progress” ; tea at 5.

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street : 
7.30, Capt. W. B. Duncan will lecture.

Wolverhampton—Atkenæum Assembly Room. Queen-street : 
3. C. Cohen, “ .Evolution v. Special Creation”  (,3d. and 6d.) ; 7, 
E. Mills, “ Christianity and Progress”  (free).

L E C T U R E R S ’ E N G A G E M E N TS.
T ouzeau P arris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W__Feb. 5, Camberwell; 12, Portsmouth; 16, Hammer
smith ; 19, Sheffield; 26, Hall of Science. March 26, Hall of Science

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street,, Woolwich.—Feb. 12, Battersea; 19, 
Camberwell; 26, Libra Hall. March 12, Battersea; 19, Camber
well ; 20, Blackheatli Liberal Club; 26, Libra Hall. April 2, 
Manchester.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London, S.E. 
—Feb. 12, Birmingham; 26, Camberwell. March 19, Hyde Park. 
April 2, NewBrompton; 16, Hyde Park ; 23, Hammersmith.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Feb. 
4, Birmingham; 5, m. and e., Birmingham; a., Wolverhamp
ton ; 12, m., Battersea; e., Libra Hall; 19 and 26, Edmonton. 
March 5, Libra H all; 12, Manchester; 19, Edmonton; 26, Cam
berwell.

C. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’ s Park, London, W —  
Feb. 19, Bethnal Green. March 12, m., Battersea; 19, Bethnal 
Green; 26, m , Hyde Park.

Stanlet J ones, 53 Marlborough-road, Holloway, London, N.— 
Feb. 5, m , Hall of Science; a., Hyde Park; 16, 17, 18, Hanley; 
19, 20, 21, Manchester; 26, Wigan. March 5, Sheffield; 10, 
Beverley; 12, H ull; 16, 17, Swansea; 19, Plymouth.

S. H. A lison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W.—April 16, Man
chester.

J. G reevz-F isiier, 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds.—Feb. 12, Brad- 
ford.

S am Standrino , 2 Morton-street, C-on-M, Manchester— Feb. 12, 
Rochdale. April 16, Hull.

GREAT SALE GREAT SALE
OF

Watches, Jewellery and 
Electro-Plate,

Commencing on MONDAY, J A N U A R Y  2nd, until 
further notice.

Previous to extensive alterations, Win, Adams and Co. have 
decided to offer the readers of tho Freethinker tlio articles 
named below at 25 per cent, reduction (53. in tlio pound).

Usual Sale
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. Price. Price.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Gents’ 18ct. Gold Keyless Centre Second Stop Watcli.. .21 0 0...15 15 0

do. do. do. Key-winding do. do. ,15 0 0...11 5 0
do. do. do. do. do. second quality. 14 0 0...10 10 0

Ladies’ do. do. Keyless, Gold Dial,Engraved Case..,.15 .0 0..,11 5 «
do. do. do. Key-winding English Lever do. do....12 0 0... 9 0 0
do. do. do. do. Geneva do. do.... 8 0 0... G 0 0
do. do. do. do. do. do. do..., 6 0 0... 4 10 0
do. do. do. do. do. . 4 0 0... 3 0 0

Gents’ Solid Silver English Lever, capped and jewelled., 4 4 0... 3 3 0
do. do. do. do. do. ... 3 3 0... 2 7 3
do. do. do. centre seconds 5 5 0... 3 18 1)
do. do. do. do. keyless... 6 6 0... 4 14 (>
do. do. do. do. 5 5 0... 3 18 ‘J
do. do. Geneva Lever, jewelled in 10 holes. 2 5 0... 1 13 0
do. do. Geneva do. 8 do... 1 15 0... 1 6 O
do. do. do. do. 8 do... 1 10 0... 1 2 a
do. do. do. do. 8 do... 1 5 0... 0 18 9

Ladies’ do. do. do. 8 do... 2 2 0... 1 11 6
do. do. do. do. 8 do... 1 10 0... 1 2 <;
do. do. do. do. 8 do... 1 0 0... 0 15 0
do. do. Geneva Lever do. 10 do... 2 12 0... 1 18 0
Tho above English Levers are guaranteed for five years, and 

tho Genevas for three years. A  full detailed Price List of 
Gold and Silver Walches, Jewellery, Alberts,Seals and Electro
plate, sent post free on application to

WM. ADAMS & CO.,
ENGLISH LEVER WATCH MANUFACTURERS,

207 HIGH STR EET , WEST BROMWICH.
P.O.O.’s made payable to IVm. Adams.

W . H. REYNOLDS,
LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

PUBLISHER, N E W  CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only. _______

Thê Strike o f a Sex-; or, Woman on Strike against tlio Male 
Sex for her “  Magna Charter,”  the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published; 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Bosant. 
Post free 2d.

Sixnal Physiology for the Y oung; or, Science in Story. 
By Dr. Fo >te. *5 )pp., with one huu Ired illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d bj read by every young person. Post free 
2s 3d.

The Elements o f Social Science. The most compteto work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Science ; or Borning Better
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con- 
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post, free Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Leeturo delivered for tho Sunday Locture 
Society, under the title “  The Law of Population : its Mean- 
ing and Menace.” By John M. Robertson. Post free 2 jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. ( u .s .a .)  em
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith 200illustrations. 
Contknts : The Cause. Prevention and Cure of Disease—The Food we 

Kit—The Liquida we Drink—The Atmosphero wo Live in—The Clothes wi 
Wear—Had Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habite of Manhood and 
of Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

Thi book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every
day reference. Post free 6s. .

Dr. Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wi-h to enjoy life. 128pp.,

The ̂ Malthusian Handbook. Designed to induce Married 
People to Limit their Family within their means. The most 

.useful book ever written on the Malthusian question. Post

The Law o f Population. By Annie Besant. Post free 8d. 
Early Marriage and Late Parentage. J h o  o "1L 'iolutl<m of 

the ¡Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on 1'uesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lint Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The L ife and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by O. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should lie 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. ldi 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. n. Post froo 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute I 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misery ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai- 
th-usians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary So wdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alice
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•What do we Women W ant? By Jano Humo Clappcrton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Tost.
free 2d.

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By O. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post free 14J.
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post free, 2d.
Col. Ingersoll s Reply to tho Right lion. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post fi ee 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontilio 
Socialism, liy Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Orusado against Poverty. Tho
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free IJd. 

Malthusian Leaflets— A packet will bo sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who wid undertake to distribute them. 

A  complete List of Malthusian Appliance-1, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. -

To those willing to assist oar propaganda I  shall be pleated to 
send eighty copies of either cj the pamphlets marked (*), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of is.
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THE MIDDLEMAN GOES TO 
THE WALL.

CLOTHING DIRECT
F rom the  M anufacturer  to the  W e a r e r . 

On receipt of cash, we will send carriage paid to
your door—

Gent’s Cape Overcoat (cut long and wool s. d.
l i n i n g ) ..........................................17 G

Gent’s Blue Overcoat (nap or beaver, with
velvet collar) - . - - - - 15 0

Gent's Black Coat and Yest (worsted or
s e r g e ) ......................................... 1 5 0
(Send measure round breast, over the vest.)

A “ Challenge ” Blue Serge Sailor Suit,
braided either black, white, or gold 3 G

(Send age of boy, & say which color braid is required.) 
A Sensible Present enclosed in every parcel.

Money returned in full if not approved of. 
Don’t forget that we arc Manufacturers, and can 
save you at least 25 o/o the Middleman’s profit.

L. COLEMAN & CO.
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.

W. B. HENN,
Watchmaker and Jeweller,

DUDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.
Special Ojfer.—Ladies’ or Gents’ Handsome 

Watches, real silver cases and silver dome, 
jewelled, for 16s., warranted. Silver English 
Levers, capped and jewelled, from £2. Agent 
for American Waltham Levers and Waterbury 
Watches.

Quotations sent for any article.

EVERY FREETHINKER’S HOME
SHOULD CONTAIN THE FAMOUSPAINE MOTTO :

"  The Worl 1 is my Country,’7 etc. 
Handsomely printed in gold on illuminated card, 

20 by 13in , with ribbon loop.
Price Gd. (by Parcel Post, 9d.)

Well framed in oak, gilt, or black and 
gold, 2s. 9d.

(Carriage to be paid by purchaser.)
George Standiung, 7 & 9 Finsbury St., E.C.

Note.—The cards aro also supplied by Mr. Forder; 
and cards or framed copies can be obtained at the 
Hall of Science book stall.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S hould be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the numbor of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
>>y Dr. i l . A . A llbutt and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import, 
anee necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any partof theUnited Kingdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & SON.M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)
<50 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

IS CHRISTIANITY PLAYED OUT? 
When you have carefully perused the correspon

dence in the Daily Chronicle, read
CHRISTIANITY AND EVOLUTION,

By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price 2s. Gd. 

Shows how the main teachings of Christianity 
"'ere “ borrowed ” from Pagan sources; demon
strates the unreliable character of the so-called 
“ evidences” of Christianity: catalogues gome of 
the horrible crimes of early Christians; and 
Rhows the impracticable and absurd character of 
many of the alleged teachings of Jesus.

Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court.

CHEAP MUSIC!!
POPULAR SONGS AiND DANCE m u s ic .

*d. each. Pull Size. Post free 7 for 1s.
Maggie Murphy*» Homo; Only to »ee her f>ie.H 

*Kuhi { Tom Howling; Old Folk« at Home ; 1 he Msr- 
*«Jillai»e; Gipsy Count«»»; I know a bank; What are 
*l»o wild wave» saying; Grace Darling; Burney, 
,ake mo home again; Little Piimrose VuIh©; Snow- 
flrrp Polka; Signal March; Wild Atlantic Schot- 
‘ ¡«<•1.6; Malden*» Praj er ; Fairy Wedding Value ; 
“ lake’« Grand March, etc., otc List» gratis. 
v IOLIN STRINGS—10d.. l» . , ls  6d., 2s. a net, po»t 
tree.—R. Dowding, 69 Studloy-rodd, Forest Gate, 
EonIon.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN D3CT0R.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Y o l . I. For Postal 

Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles on * Management of Infancy ; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco ; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
Sight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples; Nervousness ; Ooughs and Golds ; 
Cheat Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms: Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS, Y ol. II. Of the Author, 

for  Postal Order for  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Fleeh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
1 he Hair and its Management; Sleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; HoaltJi Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, ScaHet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Y ol. III. Post free from 
Author, for  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No 
More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air, aLd 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green ¿'oods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bre.d, to Breath» Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeh Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Voms, Boils and Carbuncies, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hav Fever, Winter Cough, Chil
blains, and cn the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury, Epilepsy.
MEDICAL ESSAY'S. Y ol. IY. Post free from 

the Author for  Postal Order for Is. 2d.
It containc Articles on : New Year Besolutions, 

Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings Banks, 
Hardening, Rubbish, Work and Overwork, Sugar 
and its Abuse, Macaroni. Salads, Wholemeal Cookery, 
Porridge, Celeraic or Celery Boot, Milk ns Food,The 
Tomato, Against Butter, Poultices, Quinine, Against 
the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant Mor
tality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays nnd 
their Substitutes, About Swallowing Pin« and other 
Articles, also the Cause and Rational Cure of Sun
stroke. Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pedtculi or Lice, 
Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints, 
Tonsilitis or Quinsy, Herres^ (Tetter or Shingles), 
Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach Epidemic Influenza, 
Sciatica. Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix. 

The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound, 
for 5s. Gd.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to 
Drug Takers. Post free from the Author for  
Postal Order fo r  Is. Id.

R heumatism  : Its Cause and Cure. Fost free 7d. 
Consumption : Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d. 
D iet and  D igestion . Post free 7d.
T hree  P am phlets to Y oung M en . Post

free Is. Id.
*** All these boohs (except Panphlels to Young 

Men) bound together in cloth in one volume. 
Post free Ss. Gd.

All the above can be got from 
Dn. T. II. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish  P lace , 

M anchester Sq u are , L ondon, W.

For Indigestion, Liver Complaints General Debility,

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS
ARE AN INVALUABLE MEDICINE.

The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest 
aids to Digestion ever discovered ; they will be found 
to have a marvellous effect if taken as directed and 
proper attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist the digestion of food, stimu
late the liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon 
the whole system.

The Proprietor honestly recommends the above 
remedy to all sufferers. Prepared only by

W ILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshill, Warwickshire.

Price Is and 2s. per box; post free.

SEEDS. SEEDS. SEEDS.
Vegetable and Flower Seeds saved from choice 
selected stocks. Everyone with a garden and every 
market gardener should send for a Catalogue before 
purchasing elsewhere. Special low quotations to 
large buyers. B. L. COLEMAN, Seed Merchant and 
Grower, Sandwich, Kent.

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two letters. Is.; thr-ee 
letters, Is. Gd ; any Name, Is. 6d. 
Box. Pad and Ink included. All 
kinds of Stamps. Patterns free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N- IRETON 
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street, 
London. Agents wanted.

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
[LIMITED.]

Ineorporated under 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1876 )
Chairman:

G. W . Foote, 14 Clerken well-green, 
London, E.C.

Directors:
George A nderson, 35a Great George-street, 

Westminster, S.W.
W. Cooper, 112 Canonbury-road, N.
R. F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.G.
G. J. IIolyoake, Eastern Lodge, Brighton. 
W. H. R eynolds, Camplin House, New 

Cross, S.E.
R. O. Smith 81 Ridge-road, Hornsey, N,
T. P. Smith, 275 City-road, E.C.
G. Standring, 7 and 9 Fir.sbury-street, E.C.

Registered OJJice :
H all of Science, 142 Old-street, London, E.C. 
The Shares are £1 each, payable as follow»:—2s. 6d. 
on application. 2s. Gd. on allotment, and m sub
sequent cads of 2s. 6d. as may be found necessary, 
with two months’ notice for each call.

G eneral Object.
The Society, according to its Rules, has full powers 

for the mogt extensive operations that may be pos
sible in the future for the erection and maintenance 
of Pe cular Halls in London and in the Province».

On e of the Society’ » Rule« secure» that no member 
shall be eligible as a Director unless he is a member 
of the National Secular Society.

I m m k d ia tk  O b je c t .
The purchase of the Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, 

London, E.O., and the conversion of the same into a 
flrst.class Secular Hall and Institute.

Write to the Secretary fo r  Application Forms.

H ours of Consultation  arc—Morning from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.in.; fee, 10s. Gd. Evening from G 
to 8 ; fee, 5s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Gd.
Patients visited in the country. Feeaccordiug 

to distance and the time occupied in going and 
returning.

Advice Given by post.

A L ie  in  F i v e  C h a p t e r s  
TTTE REV. HUGH PRICE HUGHES’S

CONVERTED A TH EIST
Dy G. W. FOOTE

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire 
t<» see ibis pious fraud exposed as wide)/ as 

Price Id) possible. \1 : V. 7d

W. J. Rendell’s
"WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mr«. Bi>*unt in “ Law of Popula
tion.” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “  Wife’« Hand, 
book,”  psge 61. Made solely by J. Pui.lkn, 15 Chad- 
well-ntreet, Clerkenwell: 2». do*., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send »tamped 
envelope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical AND 
Rever»e Current, 3». 6d.. 4». Gd. and 6». 6d. Dr 
Palfrev s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, 1». 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’ » Quinine Powder», 3». doz. All prices 
post free. W. J. Rendell

LORD QUEENSBERRY on M ARRIAGE
This Day, price fid., by post 7d.,

MARRIAGE and THE RELATION 
OF THE SEXES.

A n A ddress to W omen. By the M arquis 
ok Qu een sbeb rt .

Delivered at Prince’s Hall, London. 
London : Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, 

Fleet-street, E.C.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

PRINTING.— Commercial, Billheads, Handbills;
Posters. Best »15 le nnd work. Kngraving 

neatly executed. It. Edward«, 22 Church street,
Shoreditch, E.
rrtO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gcntlomen 

requiring Superior Cut Garments at moderate 
prices. First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed.— 
II. Hami*ton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Groat Castle Street, W. 
Three doors from Regent Street. LPatronised by 
loading Freethinkers.]

P l a in  NEEDLEWORK and Dro.smatiiiu,’ Wanted 
.p &t home or at lady’» hou«e; dimane«» no ob j’ct 
¿«nnH, lg, cd. per day, or 7» per week. Aduress 

J., 16 Uornwall-strcet, Pimlico.

T °  MARRIED PEOPLE.—An onlarced Illustrated 
. Li.t of Kalthn/dan Appliance, will he forwtrded 
A « >retnrn of post on receipt of 2d. in stamps.—• 

odio*» DAYnta,Cheiuint, 101 Paik-lnne, .7.cods.

15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.
_______________  Near the *4 Angel."
■JV/TARIUAGE.—A German Widower, a tradesman, 

with L'?00 a year from his business, and a little 
money put by, wishes to marry. He wishes a vege
tarian and Freethinker Young Lady to correspond. 
Send photo (which will be returned) and fall par
ticular« to •* Nam rail sod,”  c/o Dr T. It Ailinson, 4 
Bpanish.placo, Manchostcr-muare, London, W.

QTANTON. the People » Dfln»i«t, 33'» Strand (oppo- 
«ito Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 

2». 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Best quality. 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £ 2, complete 1 in four hou » 
when required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the abovo they are fancy 
chargos. Teeth on platinum 7s. Gd. each, on ) 8c. 
gold 15s, fit.on îng 2s. Gd., extraction If., painless by 
gas, 6k,
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S T O C K - T A K I N G  S A L E
DON’T FORGET THE BARGAINS.

You will seldom have an opportunity o f getting goods at such prices.

A FULL SET OF MR. BRADLAUGH’S WORKS
BOUND IN HALF-CALF,

W IL L  BE G IV E N  to the person sending the Largest Amount in Orders for the BR UNO C LO TH  
(for Ladies’ Winter Dresses) between January 1st and February 28th, 1893, and one copy each of 
"L A B O R  A N D  L A W ”  and “ SPEECH ES,”  value 10s., to all others sending for 10 Dress Lengths 
or more during the same time.

Send for Patterns (free) of the Bruno Cloth at once. It can be had in 18 different colors, 
and only requires to be shown among friends to secure orders easily.

10s. 6d. per Dress Length.
SMART, GOOD, AND CHEAP.

J. W.  G O T T ,  B R A D F O R D .
FOOTE, G. W.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An Exin dstivo Answer to the Right lion. W. E. 
Gladstone a “  Impregnable Rock of lloly Scripture ” 1

Bound in cioth ... ... ... ... ... 1
Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate 

with Annio Bcsant ... ... ... ... 1
Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 2

Christianity and Secularism. Four Night’s Public 
Dobato with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann... ... 1

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... 1
Darwin on God ... ... ... ... ... o

Superior Edition, in cloth ... ... ... '.
Reminiscences o f Charles Bradlaugli ... ... 0
Infidel Death-Bids. Second Edition, much enlarged 0 

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth l 
Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 129pp. ... l
Defence o f Free Speech. Threo Hours’ Address to tho 

Jury beforo Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre
face and many Footnotes ... ... ... 0

Lstters to Jesus Christ ... ... ... ... 0
Philosophy o f Secularism ... ... ... 0
Atheism and Morality. Third edition ... ... 0

jThe Bible God ... ... ... ... ... 0
The Folly o f Prayer ... ... ... ... 0
Christianity and Progress. Reply to Mr. Gladstone 0 
Mrs Besant’s Theosophy. A Oaudid Criticism. ... 0 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs.

Bcsant ... ... ... ... ... 0
The New Cagliostro. An Open Letter to Madsiae 

Blavatsky ... ... ... ... ... 0
The Impossible Creed. An Open Lcttor to Bishop 

Magee on the Sermon on tho Mount .. . . 0
Salvation Syrup; on, Light on Darkest England.

A Reply to General Booth. Second edition ... 0
W hat Was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill ... ... o
The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical 

Essay on War... ... ... ... ... 0
Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the 

People, and what tho People do for Royally . . «
Th° Dying Atheist. A Story ... ... ... <i

^*013 Insane ? A searching inquiry into the 
mentar cv'.2ition of tho Prophet of Nazareth ... <)

Is the Bible Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi n 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist 

A Lie in Five Chapters... ... ... — ,  0

0
(l

0
0

0
6
C
0
0
8
3
0

4
4
3
2
2
2
2
2

2

2

2
2

2

2
>

1
1

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
Br G. W. FOOTE.

C o n te n t s A Sermon on Summer; A Mad Sermon; A Sermon 
on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A  Christmas Sermon; 
Chri-tuias Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary ; 
The Judge and the Devil; SaUn and Michael; The First 
Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at 
Jericho; A Baby God ; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

Price Eightpence.
FREETHOUGHT PUBLICATIONS.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Nowman (Athoist
brother of the late Cardinal Newman). With a Preface by George 
Jacob Holy oak e and a Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler. Is. Gd. 

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball. Complete, paper covers, la. 4d. 
Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s. Also in 
parts as follows—

1. BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS. Tho contradictions are printed in
parallel columns. 4d.

2. BIBLE ABSURDITIES. All the chief Absurdities from Genesis
to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with appro
priate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a sen
tence. 4d.

3. BIBLE ATROCITIES. Containing all the godly wickedness from
Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has a separate headline for 
eaSy reference 4d

4. BIBLE IMMORALITIES, INDECENCIES, OBSCENITIES,
Broken Bromines, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. Til.

Biographical D ictionary o f Freethinkers of nil Ages and
Nations. By J. M. Wheeler. Handsomely bound in cloth, 7s. Gd.

Bible Studies. An Essay on Phallic Worship and other
Curious Rites and Customs. By J. M. Wheeler. Superior paper, 
illustrated, and bound in cloth. 2s. Gd.

Tho Code o f Nature. By Diderot and D’llolbach. 2d. 
Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.)

Contents:—The Story of a Famous Old Jewish Firm (Jehovah, Sox» 
and Co.)—The Devil in the Church of England—Religion in the 
Rocky Mountains—Christmas Eve in the Upper Circles—A Com
mission of Inquiry on Royalty—A Bible Lesson on Monarchy—The 
One Thing Needful. Cloth, Is.

W as Christ Crucified ? By Austin Biorbowor (member of 
the Chicago Bar). Id.

The Age of Reason. By Thomas Paine. Now edition, with
Preface by G. W. Foote. Is.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. Is. 
Thomas Paine’s Complete Theological Works. Cloth, 2s. Gd, 
Rights Of Man. Bv Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio

graphy by J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers, Is.; bound in cloth, 2s.
It. FOUDF.R, 28 STONECUTTER ST., LONDON, E.C.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street, 
London, E.C.


