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CHRIST AT THE BAR.

Many years have passed since Mr. Swinburne’s Songs
Before Sunrise revealed a poet aflame with the
revolutionary spirit. Republican and Atheist in
one, open and unashamed, nay loud and flamboyant,
Mr. Swinburne roused the anger of the political and
religious bigots, as he had previously, in Songs and
Ballads, enraged the prudes and puritans. The
“Hymn of Man” was a splendid lyric, no less
thoughtful than Bonorous; and its fine qualities could
not bo denied by the most fanatical opponents of its
spirit and intention. In the lines *“ Before a
Crucifix,” the poet gave fierce, uncompromising
expression to his hatred of priestcraft and super-
stition. He was willing to admire Christ for his
Immaner sayings, but the admiration sank into
disgust at the recollection of the infamies wrought in
his name. Such stinging phrases as “ the poison
of the crucifix” were enough to make the orthodox
mad, and they were ready to make an auto-da-fe of
the ribald rhymster who spoke of their god as
“ rotten to the bone.”

Mr. Robert Buchanan is not exactly a Swinburne,
either in lyric fire, force of expression, or finish of
style. He writes a great deal, in a rathor slap-dash
manner. Every now and then he ekes out a faulty
line with a printer’s accent at the end of a past par-
ticiple. Sometimes he treats a past tense in the
same airy fashion. Occasionally his ear is horribly
at fault, unless we suppose him too indolent or hasty
to correct a bad scansion. He can also be guilty of
a most irritating anti-climax. After writing

Death is the one good thing beneath the sky,
he deliberately ppns the feeble tug,
Death is the one sweet thing that men may see.

Nevertheless, it is impossible to deny his vigor. He
is neither profound nor comprehensive; ho is cer-
tainly not a great artist; but ho goes along with a
swing which challenges attention.

We need not wonder, therefore, that his new poem
has “ caught on”— to use a vulgar but expressive
idiom. Mr. Buchanan has adopted the attitude of
Mr. Swinburne; he has taken up the fascinating
iogend of the Wandering Jew; and by depicting
Christ as that personage, in the spirit of the lines
“ Before a Crucifix,” he has produced a poem that is
shocking to those delicate things the *“ religious
susceptibilities.” Yory much more might have been
[uade of the idea by a poet of intense and powerful
imagination, with a commensurate love of good
Workmanship; but Mr. Buchanan has made enough
°f it to serve as a destructive bombshell in the camp
°f Christianity.

No. 601.]

Sunday, January 29, 1893.

[Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

[Price One Penny.

Mr. Buchanan opens his Wandering Jew in a
snowstorm. He was (of course in imagination)
walking the streets of London in a Byronic mood—n

Bitter with God because my wrongs seem'd great.

While in this frame of mind he hears a voice in
“ hollow human accents” cry “ For God’s sake,
mortal, let me lean on thee!” The poet obliges
his abrupt accoster, who turns out to be the Wandering
Jew— ancient, feeble, and hoary; and presently the
Wandering Jew turns out to be Jesus Christ. As
ho reveals himself he becomes “ white and tall and
awful ” ; and the poet, after kissing the hem of
his garment, falls fainting at his feet.

This was a narrow escape, for the poet had asked
the half-frozen old gentleman to go to his lodgings
and have something to eat; and if the interview had
not taken that sudden turn, Jesus Christ and Robert
Buchanan might have sat down together to oysters
and stout, followed by churchwardens.

Poor Christ does not get a supper and a smoke.
He is harried off, with the poet after him, to “ an
open plain beyond the city,” where is a mountain like
Golgotha, surrounded by swarms of quick and dead.
“ One sat silent in Judgment there,” and *“ that
ancient man, who trailed along a woeful Cross of
Wood,” is summoned to take his trial before the
Spirit of Man, who addresses him in this fashion :

Jesus of Nazareth, lift up thy heal

And hearken 1 Brought to face Eternity

By men, thy brethren, form'd of iljsh like thee,
Brought here by men to me, the Spirit of Man,

To answer for thy deeds since life began,

Drought hither to Golgotha, whereupon

Thyself wast crucified in days long gone,

Thou shalt be judged and hear thy judgment spoken
Before the World whoso slumbers thou hast broken.

The first impieacher is Death, who charges him
with giving men * the poison of a Dream that slays
repose.”

This Jew hath made the earth that once was glad
A lazar-house of woeful men and mad

Who can yet will not sleep, and in their strife
For barren glory and eternal Life,

Have rent each other, murmuring his Name !

“ This Jew” is charged with inventing fables,
getting out of his grave when he should have lain
there quietly, banishing all the joy and splendor
of Paganism, spreading a gospel for the sick aud
witless, abetting a priestcraft that cursed aud
degraded mankind, lighting the fires of martyrdom—
and other crimes against Humanity. Finally ho
is told—

Thy Kingdom is a Dream, thy Word a Lie,
Thyself a canker and a curse
Upon the Body of the Universe.

Judas lIsoariot is the next witness. Ho betrayed
Jesus to make him prove his Messiahship, and found
him an impostor. He is followed by Ahasuerus, the
real Wandering Jew, whom Jesus doomed to walk
the earth without hope of death. Then comes Pilate,
scornful alike of Jesus and the Jews. Tiberius and



74

Noro arise, and then Julian, who regrets his own love
of toleration, and bewails his not having crushed the
Christian superstition. He is succeeded by Hypatia,
who was murdered and mutilated by the Christians at
Alexandria. Zoroaster, Prometheus, Confucius, and
Mohammed also bear witness against Christ, and
then come the Popes, who tell how he covered
their lust, greed, and ambition. Galileo arises, with
Bruno on his right hand and Castalio on his left;
and after them a crowd of heretics, who were per-
secuted, tortured, and assassinated. Finally the
Jews impeach Jesus as the most terrible and bloody
enemy of their race.

Jean Calas arises, kneeling at the feet of one whose
hands he wets with tears, and who reveals himself as
follows:

“ Voltaire the people named me. | denied

The godhead of that Jew, and at his brow

Pointed in mockery and scorn, as now!

Popes, Kings, and Priests shiver'd like frighten'd birds
Before the rain and lightning of my words,

And crouch’d with draggled plumage, awed and dumb,
Because they deem’d that Antichrist had come.

One day | heard this man in his poor home

Shriek aloud, encircled by the snakes of Rome’;

And tho’ their poison slew him, ere he died

I crush’d the vipers 'neath my heel, and cried

‘ Thy woes shall be avenged ; | am here I

Even then a million wretches cast off fear,

And looking on this man’s seed, redeem’d by me,
Fear’d the foul Christ no longer, and grew free I’

The witnesses on Christ’'s behalf are Saint Paul and
the multitude of the weak and sorrowful who have
trusted their Savior and cling to him still. Christ
makes a poor defence for himself. He admits that
his Dream was vain, but says he offered what the
world was too wicked to accept, and had labored
only “ Within a barren Vineyard God hath curst.”
His prayer to the Judge is merely this—

Far have | wandered through the sleepless years—
Be pitiful, 0 Judge, and let me die 1

“ Death to him !” shout the multitude, but the
Judge will not give him that merciful doom.

“ Since thou hast quicken’'d what thou canst not Kill,
Awaken’d famine thou canst never still,

Spoken in madness, prophesied in vain,

And promised what no thing of clay shall gain,
Thou shalt abide while all things ebb and flow,
Wake while the weary sleep, wait while they go
And treading paths no human feet have trod
Search on still vainly for thy Father, God ;

Thy blessing shall pursue thee as a curse

To hunt thee, homeless, thro’ the Universe ;

No hand shall slay thee, for no hand shall dare
To strike the godhead Death itself must spare !
With all the woes of Earth upon thy head,
Uplift thy Cross, and go. Thy Doom is said.”

Jesus Christ goes off to bear his curse, and the
poet exclaims, “ God help the Christ, that Christ may
help us all ! ”— which is rather enigmatical. If
Mr. Buchanan means all tho fierce impeachment
of Christ in this poem, ho should end like Mr.
Swinburne with “ Hide thyself, strive not, be
no more.” Jesus the man cannot very well sur-
vive Christ the god. Monarchs who get dethroned
should retire into dignified seclusion, and Gods
who suffer tho same late should take up their niches
in the world’s Pantheon. These ideal creatures are
impossible as men; as played-out deities they
are only fit (more or less) for the realm of imagina-
tion. While it is absurd to regard them as guides in
the conduct of life, they may continue to serve the
poet with mythological decorations But whether
Christ will be half as useful in this respect as the
meanest god of Greece the poets must be left to dis-
cover for themselves.

G. W. FOOTE.
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“ ESSENTIAL CHRISTIANITY.”

Mr. Le Gallienne, in his Daily Ghroniele letters
in defence of the position that Christianity is no
failure, puts aside all the dogmatic element in Chris-
tianity ; all, in fact, which differentiates it from other
faiths and which gave-it vitality in the days when it
really influenced men’s lives, and calls the residuum
“ essential Christianity.” This essence should indeed
be infinitely precious, for it is infinitesimally small.
According to his own definition it consists of “ the
belief in the beneficence of the Power who made it;
in the spiritual significance and ultimate blessedness,
of existence, and the life for others.” Such a creed,
if creed it can be called, might be subscribed to by
any Deist. Voltaire indeed defined, not Christianity
but natural religion, in a very similar way. It might
be put forward by any Mohammedan or by any Jew.
This, to any historic student, is a sufficient confuta-
tion ; for Christianity, though an unmistakable offshoot
of Judaism, is sharply divided from its parent by
maintaining that Christ the Messiah has already
come. It is a question whether a Unitarian is entitled
to the designation of a Christian.  Coleridge was of
opinion that he was not. But there can be no ques-
tion that those who have ceased to believe that Jesus
was the prophesied Messiah of the Jews are no longer
Christians.

The very term implies the original belief that
Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah of the Jews. The
good news proclaimed by the early apostles of Chris-
tianity was that Christ, the promised king, had come
to announce the speedy advent of his kingdom, tho
resurrection of the dead, and the transformation of
the living saints at his appearance. Paul said, “ We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed”
(1 Cor. xv. 51), and declared that “ we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. iv. 17). This
expectation was the cause of the early progress of
the gospel— it was, in fact, tho gospel itself.

No Christian, at the time when Christianity was a
living system, over said *“ Live for others.” This
formula was left to the Atheist Comte. The Chris-
tian said “ Live for God.” His duty was to give up
all and follow Christ. And no early Christian regarded
Christianity as an instrument for the amelioration of
this world. Such an idea only dates from tho
renaissance of Paganism. All the Christian Fathers
regarded this world as lying in wickedness and
doomed to destruction. Christianity to them was
the preparation for another and totally dissimilar
world. The friendship of this world was enmity to
God. Its wisdom was foolishness with God. Science,
literature, art, and the conditions of social welfare
did not concern tho Christian. His business was to
make sure his own salvation in another world. Tho
neo-Christians, who cant of Christianity being tho
true Secularism, and preach “ make the best of both
worlds,” would have been regarded by early Chris-
tians as detestable heretics flying in tho face of
Christ’s declarations that his followers must resign
father, mother, wife and children for his sake; that
Ms kingdom was not of this world, and that it was
impossible to serve God and Mammon.

The vain attempt to disregard tho claims of this
world has so honeycombed Christendom with
hypocrisy that Christians do not scruple to identify
their faith with that very worldliness which was its
antithesis. We should rejoice in the spread of such
broad views as those of Mr. Lo Gallienno’s “ essential
Christianity,” but that they are made the cover of
the most detestable hypocrisy. There is dishonesty
at the bottom of this apparent breadth. It is an
attempt to smuggle in and palm off a new article
under an old name.

It is unfair alike to the old Church and to thoso
who boldly put the new wino into new bottles. There
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is an intellectual cowardice and dishonesty about
these neo-Christians who vainly try to hold with the
hare of authority while running with the hounds of
free inquiry. They will accept reason only as far as
they do not see its issues. They do not believe, but
they will play at pretending to believe. The only
fight they care for is a fight in the dark. Brought
to the test, they will disclaim belief in the Trinity,
the Atonement, the inspiration of the Bible, eternal
rewards and punishments. They no longer hold that
Jesus was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, or that he rose from the dead and
ascended into heaven ; but they will utter the creeds
as glibly as though they were the expression of their
inmost thought, because, forsooth, they hold to what
they call essential Christianity— which means just as
much as they think beyond the reach of rational
criticism.

Christianity is anything, or rather nothing, unless
it denotes, as historically it does denote, those dog-
matic beliefs which have come down the ages
embodied in the Church. Those who have discarded
these have virtually discarded Christianity.

Neo-Christianity may enfold in its cloudy embrace
all the dishonest and half-hearted, but it will no more
succeed in the long run than did neo-Paganism. The
world wants a plain issue. You cannot feed men on
phrases, however persistently you fill them with new
no meanings. The real battle is between Super-
naturalism in its most consistent and organised form,
the Catholic Church, and Secularism, which refuses
all attention to the supernatural. That on all sides
Protestants are modifying their dogmas; that even
the élite of the Catholics are seeking to lower the
temperature of hell ; that such a discussion as that
on the question “ Is Christianity Played Out?” should
be continued in the columns of the Daily Chronicle,
are among signs that the Freethought assault on
Christian superstition has not been made in vain.

J. M. Wiieelee.

CHRIST AND THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
QUESTIONS OF TO-DAY.

A publio meeting was recently, held in Regent-square
Church, London, in connection with the Federal
Council of the United Presbyterian Churches of
England and Scotland, for the purpose of urging
“ Tne Application of Our Lord’'s Ethical Principles
to the Questions of To-day.” The chief speakers
were the Rev. John Watson, of Liverpool, and the
Rev. D. M. Ross, of Dundee. These gentlemen con-
sidered that tho time had arrived when the teachings
of the “ Sermon on tho Mount” should bo practised
as woll as proached, if tho social and political
problems of to-day aro to be solved. Although these
divines did not indicate how tho solution was to be
brought about, Mr. Watson alleged that to do so was
very easy, for, said he, “ Onco a man felt tho mind
of Jesus within him” he was bound to “ carry his
principles into action,” and thoreby advanco the
social and political condition of the people. If this
statement bo true, wo are justified in assuming either
that men have not felt this “ mind,” or, if they have,
the feeling has not inspired the taking of “ action.”
For certainly up to date the Church has done little
or nothing towards the political emancipation and
the social advancement of tho “ hewers of wood
and drawers of water.” In fact, the Establishment,
through its Bishops in the House of Lords, has bit-
terly opposed nearly all progressive legislation, while
the majority of the general clergy and many Dissent-
ing sects have oither shared in tho opposition or have
manifested a persistent indifferonce to tho rights and
privileges of the masses of society.

The reverend gentleman next says that a citizen’s
ideas of politics cannot rise to any great height
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“ unless his soul is properly filled with the principles
Jesus laid down.” After these positive affirmations
we might fairly have expected to find either in Mr.
Watson'’s speech or in Christ’s teachings and example
a method that would enable us to “ carry into action”
the injunctions of the Sermon. But we are disap-
pointed, for Jesus, having been no political reformer,
is no guide in the matter; and Mr. Watson did not even
attempt to show in what manner the proclamation on
the Mount could be made the basis of settling the
social and political problems of to-day.

The reverend gentleman, however, not only placed
Jesus outside the circle of reform, but he told us
what might have happened if Christ had sought to
secure general improvement. As an instance, Mr.
Watson said : “ Had Jesus put the emancipation of the
slave, the equality of woman, and civil and religious
liberty before men, there would have been a great
danger that after his departure Christianity would
not have survived.” Is not this a practical admission
that the teachings of Jesus are not suited to grapple
with the questions of to-day ? True, an explanation
was given of Christ's silence upon these topics, to
the effect that the time for reform had not then arrived,
and that if he had pleaded for reform he would not
have obtained the necessary support to have enabled
him to secure his object. We reply that slavery, the
degradation of woman, and social inequalities were
wrong and unjust two thousand years ago, and to
have endeavored to remove them was as much a duty
then as it is now. To refrain from doing right through
fear of consequences is not the policy- of a true
reformer. Thomas Paine never hesitated to preach
and practise principles of reform even when the world
was in arms against him. Besides, Jesus not only
abstained from doing anything to rid society of the
evils that then confronted him, but he was silent as
to any remedy that might be applied by others in
after-time. He did not bequeath to the world any
principles the adoption of which would emancipate
the human race from the burden of misery and wrong
which has always been inflicted upon it. Mr. Watson
says: “ Fifty years ago the slave-owner was furiously
orthodox ; to-day he would be shown to the door.”
No doubt this is true, but the point to note is that
Jesus did not either “ show him the door ” or suggest
that others should do so. Is it at all likely, there-
fore, if Christ’s own “ soul ” were not “ properly filled
with his principles,” that the souls of his present
followers will bo largely influenced by their active
force ? Tho truth is that in the “ Sermon on the
Mount” there are no principles of freedom, of equal
rights, of and personal dignity taught that can be use-
fully applied to the social and political questions of
society.

It would be most interesting to see Christians make
an effort to carry out the teachings they profess to
value so highly. Suppose our politicians in Parlia-
ment were “ properly filled with principles laid down
by Jesus,” what would they do in reference to the
“ questions of to-day” 1 Such persons could not
consistently vote for savings banks, life insurance,
sick and provident societies, or old age pensions. If
the poor, hungry, and mournful are “ blessed,” why
should Christian politicians support any measures for
the relief of those favorites of the Lord ? By so doing
they would rob people of their “ blessedness,” and by
the amelioration of their condition they would be
making them full, rich, and merry, and thus they
would incur the “ woe” of Jesus. Mr. Watson
appears to be a hopeful man, for he said : “ It is pos-
sible that to-morrow huge and unnecessary fortunes
will be looked upon as a moral sin against tho Sermon
on the Mount, and the man who has a fortune will be
regarded as a semi-criminal.” We are inclined to
think that, so far as the Church is concerned, that
to-morrow will never como. It is far more likely
that if the request that is said to have been once



76

made by Christ to a young man, were put to church-
goers of the present time, the majority of them would
be found to walk mournfully away rather than
obey the injunction “ follow me.” Jesus would have
done more service to mankind if, instead of condemn-
ing riches, he had given some sound rule by which
they could be fairly divided. . To “ give to the poor ”
may be quite right while the poor exist, but it would
be much better to devise a plan whereby poverty
would be rendered impossible. Undoubtedly there
is sufficient wealth for all classes of the community if
the affairs of the world were properly arranged ; but
how to secure such an arrangement is just what
Christ failed to tell his followers. It should there-
fore be recognised that wealth is not necessarily a
curse; on the contrary, it is one of the greatest advan-
tages to mankind, for without it we fail to see that
civilisation could bo preserved and extended. The
requirement of to-day is to know in what manner
riches can be used so that they contribute to the
comforts not of one class only, but of all sections of
society.

The Sermon on the Mount may afford suitable
material for orthodox preaching, but no body of
sensible professors of Christianity will even try to
put into practice its ascetical and humiliating injunc-
tions. What real business of life could be done if its
precepts were faithfully adhered to? If food and
raiment are to be obtained upon the plan suggested
by the Sermon on the Mount, the methods now in
operation in the commercial world can be dispensed
with, and persons can adopt the advice to “ Seek first
the kingdom of God,” and to pray “ give us this day
our daily bread.” We may consider the lilies of the
field and the fowls of the air, but to do so would be
very little profit to us, for they “ toil not, neither do
they spin” ; and, what is more, they have no need of
the food and clothing necessary for us, but which,
alas ! it is often difficult for many to secure even when
they toil and spin. These orthodox proposals are
foolish, and they evince upon the part of those who
urge them a very small acquaintance with the world
and its requirements if it is honestly expected that
such a gospel can furnish any solution of the great
“ questions of to-day.” Of course it is within the
right of Christian ministers to offer such “ solutions ”
of our social troubles as they deem fit, and it is our
privilege and duty to point out the inadequacy of
suoh “ solutions ” to meet the demands of the age in
which we live, and to show that they are totally
foreign to the habits and aspirations of the nineteenth
century. If the friends of the Churches think we are
wrong, let them try the experiment of applying the
principles of the Sermon on the Mount to the exi-
gencies of daily life, and then we shall see what wo
shall see. While unable to “ pray,” we will “ watch”
with profound interest, and no doubt we shall observe
the results with curiosity. If the Christian * solu-
tions ” succeed, we shall bo pleased to offer congra-
tulations ; and if they fail to solve “ the jknotty
problems,” we can offer comfort in the hour of defeat
by assuring the deceived ones that we have a “ solu-
tion” in the principles of positive Secularism that
time and experience havo proved to bo efficacious in
promoting the material welfare of the general com-
munity. Charles W atts.

[(To he concluded.)

A NICE DEITY.
Adore and tremble ; for our God
la a consuming fire ;
His jealous eyes with wrath inflame,
And raise his vengeance higher.

Almighty vengeance, how it burns !
How bright his fury glows!

Vast magazines of plagues and storms
Lie treasured for his foes.

Da. Isaac Watts.
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ASTOUNDING MIRACLE!
AN INFIDEL SAVED.

Bob Burton was an out-and-out infidel. “ | stopped
praying as soon as I'd any sense,” he would declare.
“ 1 never saw the inside of a church after 1 was
eighteen, and dropped ail concern with the carpenter’s
wife’'s son before | came of age.” He had no more
belief in any God than in a green dragon dwelling on
the other side of the moon. As Bob did not'keep
his opinions to himself, the horrid Atheist was often
the subject of remark. On one occasion he had put
what he considered a poser to the Rev. Zephaniah
Hedges Westmoreland, and that noted infidel-slayer
had replied by more than once publicly praying for
him. “ The dirty sneak,” said Bob; “ he sent a letter
to my employer to try and get me out of my berth.
But I'm too good aworkman for that trick to succeed.
Let him pray. He knows the utility of prayer, for
his street-corner mouthings have got him a salary
which no other ability would have assured him.”

But the proud Atheist was to be laid low. Prostrated
by a severe cold, and in a high fever, Bob, usually so
cheery, looked glum enough when the physician, upon
his reiterated request, told him he must prepare
for the worst, and when his landlady, a pious
old soul, declared roundly that she felt it her duty to
tell him he was dying and must have a minister, he
could only say “ No minister for me; give me some
toast and water, please, my throat is parched.” “ Ay,
poor man,” said the kind woman, “ you've been a
good fellow to me, but if you die unsaved you’ll be
parched all over for ever and ever. | must fetch the
Rev. Mr. Howler.” “ Stop! I've lived like a man
and don’t mean to die like a baby. It's no use
bringing any sky-pilot here. | don’t want to insult
them, and | won’'t have them insult me. So you'd
better let me die in peace.” @ The woman was
undecided, but when she went out she met the
Rev. Z. H. Westmoreland. That worthy had already
heard of Bob Burton’s parlous state from the doctor,
and was on his way to add another to his list of con
verted infidels. “ Well, my good woman, is he really
dying ?” “ | fear so, sir; but he doesn’t want to see
anybody.” This she said knowing the Rev.Z. H. W.
was Bob’s pet aversion, and thinking some other
minister might prove less objectionable. “ Nonsense,
woman,” says he; “ it's my duty to take the message
of Christ to him. Would you have him die unsaved ?”
This overcame all objections, and the landlady showed
the man of God into the death-chamber. The sick
infidel had fallen into a dose, when the minister,
with his lugubrious nasal twang, said : “ Are you
prepared to stand before the judgment seat of Christ ?
Have you made your peace with God, poor infidel ?”

* Who the deuce are you ?” cried Bob, starting up
in bed. “ Oh, it’syou, you lily-livered sneak. You lied
about me living, and come to add another about my
death-bed ? But you shan’t havo that satisfaction.
There is the door.” “ My good man, you are raving.
In a few moments you will be in hell. Call on Christ
to save you.” “ If you don’t go I'll call for the
police.” “ Pooh-pooh, man; you aro raving or
drunk.” At this insinuation Bob roused up further,
and said : “ You know I'm not drunk, and if you had
any spark of tho gentleman you’'d go, and,” added
Bob, “ give your testimony that | die as | have lived,
an unbeliever in your religion.” “ But | will see you
die, saved or howling, and shall chroniclo your death
for the salvation of others.” This so exasperated
Bob that he deliberately got out of bed, dressed, and,
without a word, showed the astonished man of God
to tho door. Nor did he undress till sure that his
visitor had departed. Then ho wont to bed, fell into
a deep slumber, and on the following morning felt
quite better. The excitement of the visit had carried
the sick man over tho crisis of his disease. He
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rapidly got well, and still lives to tell the tale. The
infidel-slayer can claim with truth that on this occasion

at least he saved a dying infidel. Lucianus.

THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNIVERSE PROVES THE
NON-EXISTENCE OF GOD.
An Open Letter to A. Augusta Chatman.
{From the “ Trutliseeker.")

[concluded.]

But there are many other reasons which prove there is no
God. It has never been proved there is a God, and if there
is one he himself has not proved it. Yet the burden of
proof devolves upon those affirming. Has God been
proved ? No ! as our greatest Theists admit, and | will'
agree to give 10Odols. to charity for every definition of
God which I cannot'prove to be absurd.

Existence (nature) is absolutely incompatible with the
existence of God. It is either all God or all nature. It
cannot be both. The one annihilates the other. Nature is
infinite—here and there and everywhere. God, if “ he”
exists, must be infinite also. If not infinite, “* h6” cannot
be God and all it implies. But tsvo infinite entities are
impossible, both cannot exist in the same space at the same

time. We look around the world, we search space for
billions of miles with our telescopes—alas, no God ! All is
nature. Nature here and there and everywhere. Where,

then, is God ?

To insist, dear friend, that nature “ is as undemonstrable
an entity as God himself,” is, permit me to say, one of the
weak arguments inyour very interesting letter. You know
nature exists, and to explain it—for no other reason—you
still cling to the (higher) God idea, which, however, you
cannot explain. So, in seeking the latter, you tacitly admit
the former. But without the self-evident fact of nature—
grand and, indeed, awe-inspiring— the God idea would never
have been born.

But, en passant, permit me here in kindness to suggest
a simple but practical test to demonstrate the supremacy of
nature over God : Boldly place your fiDger in the fire, pray
fervently to your God to protect your finger from injury
and you from pain, and if at the clos9 of the experiment
you have experienced some pain, you will at least have
received demonstration of the existence of nature, if not
of God 1

One of the strongest arguments against a God you
involuntarily supply yourself. You say : “ I, nor anyone
else, ever knew wisdom, intelligence, knowledge, affection,
or benevolence disassociated from a personality of some
sort.” You have seen what you (wrongly) interpret as
“ unerring intelligence and undoubted beneficence ” in
nature, and consequently, these \>eing purely personal
attributes, you are compelled to a Theistic solution.

Permit me to reply as briefly as possible : A God implies
being—an organic being ; this physical being ; this neces-
sitates limit, as an unlimited being is an absurdity ; but a
limited being cannot be God.

“ Divine Potentiality” implies animal potentiality, because,
as you say, where there is no being or personality there
can be no “ Divine Potentiality.” Such a being necessitates
brain. A God without a brain cannot be a God, but, my
dear madam, a God with a brain cannot be infinite, and con-
sequently cannot be God.

A God can only be conceived in the form of man. But
a man-God, though a huge giant, is but an impotent agent
to change the course of the smallest planet even a hairs-
hreadth. Imagine your God personality off in space among
flying and burning orbs,with nofoothold, butviolentlyrevolv-
ing, flying, and burning orbs,and by wbat law of nature would
he escape instant destruction ? Science says all organic life
freezes to an icicle in interstellar space— this freezes out
God. And if “ he ” should venture too near to one of the
stars— which arc all suns, except a very few planets—or
too near our sun, he would instantly be incinerated!

Please imagine yourself in a large hall and molten balls
of fire shot from immense cannon flying thick and fast all
around you and you have an approximate idea of the fate
°f a God, if he really exists in interstellar space.

And lastly, as intelligence is always associated with per-
sonality, so is it always associated with sex. There is no
sex without intelligence, and no intelligence without sex.
But sex implies kind— male and female. The one without
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the other would be a lamentable failure—an adaptation for
no purpose, one of the “ mistakes of nature ” we read about.
If there is a God, you admit he must be a being or per-
sonality. Conceded. Now, if a person, what gender ?
The Church in ignoring a female God virtually denies both,
as the one cannot possibly exist without the other and imply
perfection. - Otto Wettstein.

TRUSTING TO PROVIDENCE.

Two articles have appeared in the Daily Neves, one on the
9th inst., entitled “ Our Normal Poverty,” and one on the
13th, headed, “ A North-east London Inferno.” These articles
are sad reading. Sad to Christians, although they have the
consolation that Jesus said “ the poor ye shall always have
with you” and “ blessed be ye poor.” But they are parti-
cularly sad reading for Secularists, who see in them the result
of immutable law, and who have a clear conception of the
enormous amount of prejudice and ignorance which will have
to be removecLbefore the roots of these evils can be attacked.
In these articles one kind of factor appears monotonously,
e.g., “ and there are five little children dependent on him, and
five and sixpence a week in rent to find.” *“ Ever so many
days,” said a woman, whose husband was out looking for
work, and who had four or five little children about her, “ we
have no food or fire all day long.” And so on, “ swarms of
little children.” The tales of misery total up until one can
thoroughly understand the minister who is reported as sayiDg,
“ 1 sometimes feel as though | should go mad with the hope-
less wretchedness with which | am always trying to grapple.”
“ Always trying to grapple.” Yes, and always failing to
grapple, while he assists to perpetuate the delusion that there
is a special Providence ruling this world, that cares more for
the sufferings of men than for those of mice or flies. This
minister, no doubt a good fellow of his sort, has not the
courage to suggest that prudence in the procreation
of children might lessen the evil. That would conflict with
the glib sophism, “ that where God sends mouths, he sends
food.” The writer of these articles evidently has but little
faith in providential assistance, vide the following:—"In
spite of all the sadness of the thing, one cannot help being
tickled into a sense of humor by some of the poor people’'s
rigmaroles. One unhappy old lady, who, while she tried to
talk was torn and shaken by a cough, which it was most
distressing to witness, and whose sentences when she did
begin them had a queer knack of dying off inaudibly in
a nervous shaking of her toothless lower-jaw, declared with
much unctuous fervor that she had gone down on her bended
knees, and thanked the Lord for showering down his mercies
upon her, when somebody had unexpectedly sent her a
quarter of a hundred of coal.” A quarter of a hundred of
coall A present from an omnipotent God, who had fed
all the Israelites with “ angels’ food,” and to whom the
miracle of the loaves and fishes was mere child’s play. No
wonder the writer styles this “ rigmarole.” lu yesterdays’
article there is a death-bed scene of a poor old woman,
surrounded by all tho tortures of the direst poverty. The
visitor asks all to kneel, and offers up tho following prayer to
God :—* That He is about to take the aged sister out of the
troubles of this world, to a brighter and better life beyond.”
That is the chief cause of the dire miseries found in this
certain life we have here.

If a Christian should read the foregoing, | can imagine
him asking, what have your party dono to relieve this
misery ? | answer, being human, we have to work as circum-
stances permit us. We take pains to avoid, as well as we know
how, tho misapplication of our doles, which we dispense in
proportion to our means; but our motives are not the same
as yours. Wo have no faith that a hcavonly bookkeeper is
recording a debtor and creditor account on our behalf. We
have no faith in the selfish consideration that "he whogiveth
to the poor lendeth to the Lord.” In addition, we do our
utmost to weaken useless reliance on that providence which
never helps, and to inculcate trust in human effort, which
slowly, but surely, will lessen and tend eventually to remove
the tewible miseries, which are mainly due to superstition
having its foundation in ignorance. | take a lesson from this
old woman'’s death-bed. She was ordered a little brandy, but
she could not get it. | quote: “ At least not till Mr. Some-
body gave 'em twopence to buy some. He is very kind, is
Mr. So-and-So. That’s the man with four children of his
own and six shillings a week, says my companion.” Pretty
good as compared to the gift of " a quarter of a hundred of
coal ” by the Omnipotent— or by somebody,
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THE *“ SALVATION” DRUMMER'S HYMN.
I'm a ’allelujah stouter,
Which 1 castergates the drum,
And | thump the h’erring doubter
Into the blessed Kingdom Come ;
They say our grammar’s 'azy,
And our music’s rather rough,
But I'll send the Devil crazy
If 1 whack away enough.

0, the General’s a-telling
Of his mishun here below,
While the multitoodes are yelling
And a-swaying too an’ fro ;
We are bringing life eternal
To the loafer in the slum,
And that Satan chap infernal
Has to flee before the drum.

Our system of behaving
Seems a bit like “ makin’ game,”
But the souls we keep on saving
Always gets there just the same,
Our "glib and and h'uncshus story ”
May be blasfemy to some,
Yet there’'s dozens drove to Glory
By the ’allelujah drum.

You seldom find them clerics,
Who are quite the real cheese,
Get the women in hysterics
And the men upon their knees ;
Our good effects are fleeting
Very orfen, we allow,
Still, the drum is always beating,
And there’s a virtue in the row.

Bang, bang! for our Commander,
And another bang for luck ;

They can chaff, condemn, or slander—
But they can’t deny his pluck ;

ne treats the 'ardened sinner
Like a brother and a chum,

Ay, and calls the prigs to dinner
With a thump upon the drum.

There’'s a mob of parsons preaching
Holy ’'ash that's awful dry,

All the hearts that they are reaching
You could shove 'em in your eye ;

With religion they are messing m
And might just as well be dumb,

But we've got the Father’s blessing
On the 'allelujah drum.

ACID DROPS.

The Rev. G. F. Il. Rowe, curate of St. Augustine’s, Halifax,
thinks that Theism is preferable to Atheism because it solves
“ riddles.” Had he read any Atheistic literature he would
have seen that Theism only solves " riddles ” to raise fresh
ones. If God created the universe, what was he doing before
he created it ? If he created it out of nothing, how is that
"riddle ” to be solved ? If he created it out of himself, how
came it to be matter when he is spirit? If he is All-Wise,
how came he to create fools and idiots ? If he is All-Good,
how came he to create thieves and murderers ? Wo pause
for areply.

Kissing the Bible is dying out in this age of sanitary
science. Dr. Thomas Jackson, the Croydon coroner, allows
witnesses to hold up the right hand instead of slobbering
the blessed book. If awitness has lost both arms we presume
he would be allowed to hold up his right leg.

If some Nonconformist ministers acted a3 agents of the
Liberator, their chapels had some share in the plunder. The
Hollingreave Congregational Church, Burnley, has decided to
hand over to the Liberator Relief Fund a donation of £25
which was made by Mr. J. 8. Balfour, and the pastor of the
church appeals to other churches who have received money
from him to do the same?

The Freethinker.

January 29, 1893

Revivalists have a good time in New Jersey. At a place
called Perth Amboy the mayor issued a proclamation calling
on the inhabitants to shut their shops and go and hear some
travelling Evangelists. Probably Perth Amboy is a very
wicked corner of creation.

There will be a big gathering of Evangelists at the Chicago
World’'s Fair. They are to hold forth in a tabernacle
to accommodate 10,000 people. All of them will get well
paid. “ For wherever the carcase is there,” etc. etc.

The Christian World finds Prophet Baxter more than it
can stomach. In the recent litigation, which the Prophet
judiciously settled out of court, “ his manner of giving evi-
dence was so unsatisfactory that the judge more than once
sharply rebuked him, and warned him of the bad impression
he was making.” This is the gentleman who extracts
hundreds of thousands of coppers every week from the
pockets of ignoramuses whom he frightens with his predic-
tions of the approaching end of the world—in which, by the
way, he appears to have the slenderest belief himself.

There is something very funny about the news that a
woman has been appointed Sergeant-at-Arms for the House
of Representatives in Arkansas. It is to be hoped they will
never have a Bradlaugh case there.

How should the men of God wear the hirsute adornments
(or disfigurements) of their faces? Archbishop Maclagan
holds the moustache in abomination. He tolerates a little
whisker, but recommends a perfectly clean shave ; which, of
course, makes the men of God more like Jacob than Esau,

A pious story comes from Hungary. A man and his wife
drove some miles to have their baby christened. On the way
they drank freely, and when they arrived at the priest’s house
the baby was missing. Hurrying back they found the poor
little thing frozen to death. What a terrible drama of
religion and bestiality 1 -

Cardinal Vaughan is good enough to pat England on the
back. Among other things he admires her “ true love of
liberty.” But she did not learn it from the Catholic Church.
She derived it from her Tuetonic and Scandinavian blood,
which the Catholic Church shed in torrents but could never
subdue. "Liberty” in Cardinal Vaughan's mouth reminds
us of Satan rebuking Sin.___

is calling on the public to relieve
the distressed clergy. He hints nothing of any duty on
the part of those who have the plums in the Church
cake. His own share is not so bad. As Canon of West-
minster he gets £1,000, as Archdeacon £600, as Rector
of St. Margaret’'s another £600, as Chaplain to the House of
Commons £400, and as Chaplain to the Queen £40. In all
£2,640, besides a good income out of his books.

Archdeacon Fairar

In opening a new High School for Girls at Yarmouth,
Canon Venables spoke of tho progress of infidelity and
unsanctified knowledge. The evils of the world came through
Eve's desire for knowledge, and the desire was unsanctifled.
The Church must give sanctified knowledge, which, being
interpreted, means that unless the Church impresses the
notion of its own sanctity and that of its dogmas on infant
minds, the secular education they receive will endanger the
superstition of sanctification.

The Legislature of Capo Colony having passed a law
legalising marriage with a deceased wife's sister, the Bishop of
Cape Town has issued a pastoral letter telling his clergy that
they are not to celebrate such marriages, and that they
are to repel persons so united from receiving Holy Communion.
Tho bishops of the Province have all concurred in this
advice, so that in this question tho Church has set up
it authority against that of the state,

America has its Sunday question as well as England. Dean
Hart, of St. John's Cathedral, Denver, set the police in
motion against the theatres, which dared to set up a rivalry
with him on the Lord’s Day. Three theatres were raided and
numerous arrests made. At the Tabor the manager and the
whole of tho orchestra were run in for giving a performance
of sacred music. The audience hissed the police and declared
the arrests to be an outrage upon American liberty. After-
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wards 2,000 citizens went to Dean Hart's residence and
smashed all his windows.

The Rev. 0. A. Lane has been lecturing at Boston on the
Church of England.. He declared it to be one of the main-
stays of the land. He should have said the landlords.

Dr. Alfred Momerie writes to us as follows : “ | must ask
you to be good enough to correct the statement which appeared
in your issue of the 8th inst. 1 have not come out of the
Church, and have no intention of coming out. Regretting
that this admission will deprive me of your good opinion, |
remain,” etc.— The statement Dr. Momerie complains of was
in Mr. Wheeler’'s article. We regret the blunder, and take
note that Dr. Momerie is still in the Church, though we have
our own opinion as to whether he is of it. Dr. Momerie has
the right to decide his position for himself. We do not doubt
his honesty. We admire him for going as far as he has, and
we hope he will go farther.

The Church Protestant Aid Society, bossed by the Rev. J. B.
Coles, seeks to raise a fund of £50,000 to provide temporary
places of worship for Evangelicals belonging to the Church
whose parish churches are in the hands of Ritualists. A
certain teacher said long ago that a house divided against
itself cannot Btand. We hope the fate of the Established
Church will prove the truth of the saying.

The Progressive Thinker of Chicago, noticing the number
of libraries and art galleries now open on the continent and
in England on Sunday, says “ England is a monarchy, while
in the United States we have a hierarchy. We call this a
republic; but when are the people consulted, or their rights
conserved, if in conflict with the demand of the clergy.”

The minister of a church not a hundred miles from the
university told his congregation on Sunday morning that the
human body is composed of four elements, namely, fire,
water, earth, and air — Glasgow Weekly Herald.

Mrs. Besant seems to be the victim of more practical jokes.
The San Francisco Morning Call of Jan. 3 says that “ When
the office was opened yesterday morning attention was drawn
to a long envelope on the mantel, which was not there when
the rooms were locked the night before. It was addressed to
‘ The Esoteric Priestess, Mrs. Annie Besant, Theosophical
Headquarters,” and marked ‘ From the Head Mahatma of the
Universe.”” We suppose this is the gentleman now supposed
to sit on the throne of the ex-monarch Jehovah.

The Catholic priests do not seem to " cotton to ” the idea of
happiness in hell, which Dr. Mivart got up for the benefit of
his scientific friends, Somo say truly enough that it is of
faith to believe in material fire. Father Clarke S. J., has
pointed out that Pope Innocent 1V., in his decrees against the
Waldenses, declared the “ penalty of actual sin is the torment
of eternal Gehenna.” One priest writes in alarm to the
Catholic Times, asking “ if in spite of all the horror of
eternal fire the bulk of sinners are still unmoved, what would
happen if hell were made a mere classical hades ?”  So the
good old hell must be retained by the Church just to'“ baud
the wretch in order.” -

When the much lamented Christian idol levitated to heaven,
where did he actually go to ? Such is the question posited
by Dr. Thain Davidson in his magazine. Of course he does
not put it in this way. lie asks, “ To what world or planet
°r star did Christ's visible form wing its airy flight 27 Well,
tho Acts of the Apostles says he was exalted to the right hand
°f God. How he got to the right hand side of the
infinite is rather a puzzle, but Dr. Davidson lets us know his
valuable opinion as to where it is. lie argues that it must be
“in the bosom of tho Pleiades, the very pivot of the starry
'eniverse, is the peculiar residence of Jehovah, the palace of
the King of Kings.” When Dr. Davidson prays he should
turn up his eyos to the Pleiades.

Canon Hayman, of Carlisle Cathedral, is accused by the
Rev. C. J. Wilding of inducing him to take shares in a
company promoted by tho canon, to forward tho interest of
some grazing land leased by a relative in Canada. The
Company proved a worthless one, though people were induced
to invest their money in it on the strength of seeing Canon
'layman’s name on the prospectus,
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Estella Lucy Clarke, head mistress of the Melvin-road
Infants Board School, Penge, was found suffocated, in
the attitude of prayer by her bedside. What an illustration
of beneficent Providence.

Men, women and children frozen to death with severe cold
in all parts of Europe, form the comment on the pulpit text
about our loving Father Almighty’s beneficence.

At Lambeth, Henry Struger and George Reynolds, two
Salvationists, were summonsed for annoying a resident by
their musical instruments. The magistrate remarked he
was sorry to say he could not believe their statements, and
fined them each forty shillings and costs.

Guzman Blanco, who knew Jesuit morals from personal
experience, described the South American mission Indians as
" creatures whose vices degrade them much lower beneath the
level of beasthood than their degree of intelligence can be
said to raise them above that rank.”

Sarah Turner applied to aLondon magistrate (Mr. Denman)
for advice and assistance. Her husband had been a Wesleyan
local preacher, and had since joined King Solomon’s sect—
which gained notoriety in connexion with the Glory Hole at
Brighton. Two years ago he told her the Lord had com-
manded him to live with another woman; and another
member of the sect came to say the Lord had commanded
him to live with Mrs. Turner, but she indignantly repelled
this inspired gentleman. Her husband had occasionally sent
her sums of money, stating that they were the Lord’s freewill
offerings. The magistrate gave her a summons for a main-
tenance order, and it is to be presumed that the Lord’s free-
will offerings will come in more regularly.

The Rev. W. H. Jones, vicar of Mumby, Lincolnshire,
whose friends advertised him as “ missing,” are probably sorry
they spoke. A warrant for his arrest has been since issued,
the charge being one of embezzling the school grant.

The Rev. H. B. Mason, vicar of St. Mark’s, Ninebanks,
Northumberland, has shot himself. The jury returned the
usual verdict of insanity. Another fact for Talmage !

A man named Butler, living in Zion-court, Boston, went
mad on religion. In this state he bit William Barton’s finger,
which had to be amputated at the hospital. Barton is making
satisfactory progress, but Butler is as mad on religion as ever.

What twaddle the men of God will utter! The Rev. A. E.
Swift, who officiated at the grave of the woman murdered at
Lickey End, did not scruple to ask “ how did they know but
that the Lord had permitted the tragedy in order that it
might act as a lesson to some of them ?” What a nice
Omnipotent Deity 1 -

The Russian Church has again instituted persecution
againBt the Stundists and other dissenting bodies, who are
forbidden to meet in their assemblies.

The English]Churchman, noticing Mr. Il. S. Salt's Eights
of Animals, refers to 1 Tim. iv. 3 as showing that Paul
included vegetarianism among “ doctrines of devils.” It is,
however, tho Church which commands to abstain from meats
on particular days, -

The Archbishop of Canterbury hardly thinks that Chris-
tianity can be “ played in ” to the Mohammedans. This is a
most extraordinary confession to come from the head of one
of the principal forms of a divinely-revealed faith, and is
tantamount to an admission that Christianity, considered as a
universal religion, is a failure.

The Primate’'s words, as given in the report of a meeting
at Croydon, to promote the mission to Assyrian Christians,
were: “ There is such a difference between Eastern and
Western minds, that the hope of converting Mohammedans
is very slight” What1l with the grace of God and his
promised assistance?  Slight, indeed, is the progress of
Christianity among Mohammedans. Probably as many Chris-
tians embrace the faith of Islam as those who turn from it to
Christianity. So Christians have to send misionarios to
convert to their own form of faith those who are already
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Christians, finding how very slight is their success with those
completely outside their pale.

Moody thinks the good ship “ Spree” was saved by his
prayer-meeting. The Rev. Dr. M'Chesney, of New York,
who was on board with him, is rather doubtful. “ Certainly,”
he says, “ we owed our safety to God. But are we sure that
if there had been no prayer-meeting on the sinking “ Spree,”
the vessel would have sunk? Do we know enough of God’s
purpose to say that? Have we any information on that
point? How about other ships that have been disabled,
with no prayer-meetiDg on board, and yet did not sink? |
find no warrant for saying that prayer saved the ship.”

Christian journals are very indignant at the censorship of
the Bible in Turkey, and at the obstacles placed in the way
of its circulation. They forget that it is not so very long
ago that the Bible was not allowed to be circulated in
Christian countries.

The darkies of north-western Kentucky are indulging in a
revival resembling the ghost-dance craze of the Sioux Indians.
In the larger cities their meetings are protracted till long
after midnight and are being watched by the local police.
The result is an unusual stringency of the poultry market.

A controversy in the Times shows that the use of the
confessional is spreading in the Church of England. It is
even said to be insisted on in his diocese by the Bishop of
Chichester, and there is no control over its use by the
youngest and most recently appointed minister. It is always
young girls who are specially urged to attend and receive
priestly absolution. -

The Catholic Times ends an account of Cioccio Cappuceio,
once the chief of the Neapolitan Camorrists—a secret society
of scoundrels—by saying that “ he died a Christian death.”
Of course he did. Gentlemen of that sort always do.

The Glasgow Herald i3 facetious. After a long report of
Principal Caird’s introductory Gifford lecture, lauding Chris-
tianity to the skies, it placed a letter from a correspondent
who quoted Omar Khayyam’s lines (* la Fitzgerald—

0 threats of Hell and hopes of Paradise,

One thing at least is certain.— This Life flies ;
One thing is certain and the rest is lies ;

The flower that once has blown for ever dies.
The Revelations of Devout and Learn’d

Who rose before us, and as Prophets burn’d,

Are all but Stories, which awoke from sleep.

They told their fellows, and to sleep return’d.

The New York correspondent of the London Globe sends
over the following news :— * Colonel Elliott Shephard, of the
Mail and Express, dismissed his manager for *incompati-
bility '— that is, for swearing, drinking, disobedience, and
other things incompatible with the management of a paper
which publishes a text of scripture every day over its editorial
utterances, and is owned by the good Colonel Shephard,
President of the Sunday-school Union of America, etc. The
dismissed manager brought an action against the Colonol,
and engaged Colonel Ingersoll, attorney-at-law, Atheist, etc.,
to conduct his case. The bad Colonel, fresh irom delivering
a characteristic lecture on Voltaire to a crowded theatre last
Sunday night, proceeded with great gusto on Monday to the
cross-examination of the good Colonel. The dismissed
manager, Mr. Gray, had by way of revenge brought forward a
charge against Colonel Shephard of attempting to obtain
Government advertisements by the bribery of officials; he
also incidentally asserted that he had often seen the Colonel
the worse for liquor, and had once escorted him home to bed.
Colonel Shephard, who is wealthy as the husband of one of
tbe Vanderbilt daughters, is, in spite of his goodness, a very
foolish and obstinate person, and perhaps the most unpopular
man in New York. The spectacle of the cross-examination
of the champion of goodness upon charges of corruption and
drunkenness by the champion of infidelity, who is one of the
best orators and wittiest cross-examiners in the country, was
a great attraction. Hundreds of people were turned away
from the court, and those who got in filled the room with
their laughter in defiance of the judge.”

In an article in the Deutsche Revue, the Rev. A. H. Sayce
mentions that on a temple at Medinet. Habu, Ramases IlIlI,
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recorded the names and places of the lands he had conquered.
These inscriptions prove that Ramases I1ll. extended his
conquests over Southern Palestine. But though his conquests
covered the land allotted to Judah, he makes no mention of
the children of Israel, nor do the Jew books make any
reference to Ramases I11.

As the London press tried to make out that Secularism
was responsible for the Marquis of Queensberry’s lecture on
Marriage, Mr. Foote thought it necessary to write the follow-
ing letter which appeared in the Star:—*“ Sir,— Will you
kindly allow me to protest against your statement that the
‘ proceedings ' at the Marquis of Queensberry’s lecture were
‘ distinctly Secularist throughout’ ? Mr. Charles Watts, who
took the chair, informs me that he plainly stated his dissent
from the lecturer’'s opinions. Mr. G. J. Holyoake, who pro-
posed a formal vote of thanks, made a similar resorvation.
Both gentlemen were ready to defend the lecturer’s right to
be heard, if anyone would listen to him ; and that was the
only thing implied in their presence at the meeting. Dis-
cussion is valuable even though it lead to occasional eccen-
tricity, and Secularists are mostly of an inquiring turn of
mind. But it is an error to suppose that the Secular party
is in any way committed to the views of the Marquis of
Queensberry on the relation of the sexes. My own impression
is that he would find precious little sympathy in our ranks
for the ‘ reform ' he advocates, which seems more defensible
on Biblical grounds. Truth and utility, however, have no
reason to fear the breath of criticism ; and if, as | believe,
the Marquis of Queensberry is honest and sincere in this pro--
paganda, his case should be heard, if at all, on its merits,
without a disposition to saddle other persons with its respon-
sibility. The maintenance of a man’s (even a lord’s) right
to his opinion is not a declaration that his opinions are right.
—Yours etc., G. W. Foote (President, National Secular
Society).”

Here's a queer advertisement from the Church Times:
“ Will any Lady or Gentleman kindly Lend a Clergyman of
good position, with no friends, £30 at 15 per cent, interest ?
Rev. Hindley, Post Office, Hastings.” According to Crock-
ford’s Clerical Directory there are only three Hindleys in the
Church. Two have livings in town, valued at £540 and £330
per annum, and a vicarage respectively. The other one is
out in Melbourne.

William Schofield, a teacher in the Free Church Sunday-
school, has been remanded at Sheffield on a charge of
embezzlement from the Smithy-bridge Co-operative Socioty,
of which he was secrotary.

Anent the question “ Is Christianity played out ?” several
men of God have been saying their religion has never
had a fair trial. Well, if eighteen hundred years
is not a fair innings, how much longer do they want?
Have Science and Secularism had a fair trial ?

Hugh Price Hughes has a poor opinion of Atheists,
but it can hardly be poorer than the opinion Atheists
have of him. At St. James's Hall last Sunday, in the
course of his address on Mr. Buchanan's poem, ho declared
that “ Atheists had done nothing to reform the world.”
English Atheists, who havo recently lost Charles Bradlaugh
and still have George Jacob Holyoake amongst them,
can afford to laugh at this foolish falsehood.

“ No Atheists,” Mr. Hughes exclaimed, had diod in
Africa while on a mission of comfort to the inhabitants
of that dark continent.” Perhaps not. Atheists have
enough to do at home, in remedying the evils of “ Christian
civilisation.” On the other hand, they don’'t go to Africa on
filibustering expeditions, clearing their way with gatling
guns.  Christians have done far more harm than good
in Africa, and Atheists have no desire to rival them in
the missionary, rum, and rifle business.

Here is a little story about the late Ernest Renan. One
day when he went into a church he uncovered his head.
“ What! ” said a friend, “ | thought you had broken off with
our Lord ?" “ Well,” said Renan, “ we great one anothsr,
but we never speak.”
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MR. FOOTE'S ENGAGEMENTS,

Sunday, January 20, Shepherd'd Hall, Old Market-street,
Bristol:—at 11, “ Science and Miracles” ; at 3, “ Did Christ
Rise from the Dead ?” ; at 7, “ What has Christianity Done for
the World ?”

Monday, January 30, Corridor Rooms,
I Cannot be a Christian.”

Bath :(—at 8, “ Why

February 5, Hull; 8, 12, 15, and 19, Hall of Science ; 26,
Grimsby.

March 5, Liverpool; 12, Leeds; 19, Hall of Science; 26,
Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles Watts’
Colliery; 29,
Ebchester.

Engagements.— January 28, Boldon
South Shields; 30, North Shields; 31,

February 1, Sunderland ; 2, lletton-le-Hole;
3, Blyth; 4, Chester-le-Street ; 5, Newcastle-on-Tyne;
6, Horton Colliery; 12, Liverpool; 19, Leicester; 26,
Birmingham; 28, Sheffield. March 1, 2, 3, Sheffield;
5, Birmingham; 12, Hall of Science; 19, Bristol; 26,
Glasgow; 27 and 28, Glasgow.—All communications for
Mr. Watts should be sent direct to him (with stamped enve-
lope for reply) at Baskerville Hall, The Crescent, Birming-
ham.

R. Chertoff.—Received. You aro welcome.

C. M. Steabman.—May find room.

R. G. W.— Postal Orders never were “ negotiable” like cheques.
But they aro honored by the Post Office when presented by
Banks. If an Order is stolen, the receivor iB responsible—
though not criminally, if he was in ignorance—as in the
case of other stolen goods.

J. G. Warren—We aro obliged to you for taking and dis-
tributing four copies weekly.

J. Williamson (Glasgow) writes—“ A gentleman | gave the
Double Number of the Freethinker to, informed mo that ho
was so pleased with it that he would buy it for himsolf in
future.”

J. B. Coi’'POCK has received the parcel of books from Ron
Mahon for the Science Classes at Camberwell, and handed
them over to the library committee. Ron Mahon is thanked
for his present.

A. J. P.—Thanks for cuttings.

W. Y. K ruble—Cuttings aro always wolcomo.

A. B. Wakefield—Thanks for report. Pleased to hoar you
will take six copies of next week’s special number.

J. Keast—Tho black champion gives a fresh excuse every
timo ho is challenged to debate. Secularists aro tired of his
evasions. As to his color, it makes no difference to us
whether ho is black, yellow or brown ; only, as ho used to
advertiso himself as a “ negro,” we do not see that ho has
any ground of complaint.

T. May.—We notoyour suggestion that a Shilling Week should
take place at Midsummor. Of courso tho printing of all tho
names is a bother, but then, as you say, it “ looks bona-fide
and Hhows who's who.”—Secular organisation is a big
problem. Wo have dono something in this line, and hope to
do something more.

G. Brady.—Perhaps anothor attempt might bo made with
better success. Mr. Footo will bo happy to visit Perth, at
his own risk, when ho next lectures in Scotland.

A. Castle—If your “ mite ” is not acknowledged wo prosumo
it did not reach us. What do you mean by “ others.” Did
you sond for others as well as yourself? If so, look care-
fully through tho lists and seo if they aro acknowledged.
Of courso wo don’t guarantee absolute accuracy. On tho
othor hand, letters frequently go astray in tho post.

R. Killick.—Mr. Foote has no advice to give with respect to
tho shareholders’ meeting on Monday. Ho will bo at, Bath
himself trying to form a new Branch of tho N.S.S. Share-
holders must take tlicir own course. Mr. Footo has suffi-
ciently explained his views as to a Bradlaugh Memorial.

London Secular Federation.—Wo have received tho follow-
ing dinner subscriptions:(—W. Hunt, 10s.; Mrs. E. Moore,
2s.; T. G. Moore, 2s. 6d.; W. T. Allfroy, 5s.

R. Stiedel.—Cuttings aro always welcome.

D. Hughes.—(1) Mr. Footo supported tho riglitof civil servants
to combino like the employees of privato firms. They are
driven into political action because this right is denied them.
(2) Glad to hear the minister of Field-road Chapel strenu-
ously endeavored to obtain fair play for Mr. Anderson.

Farquharson, 46 llenry-streot, South Bank, Yorkshire,
N1l be glad to hear from local Secularists willing to form a
Branch of the N.S.S.

A-Morison—Tho Freidenker is published at 411 East Water-
Rreet, Milwaukee!; Der Arme Teufel at 6 Camplain-street,
Detroit, U.S.A.

«bsephus— (1) Wo cinnot deal with free-will and responsi-
bility in this column. You will find tho subject admirably
treated in a little book by Anthony Collins published at our
offico, and in Holbach's System, of Nature\ (2) It is getting

« fashionable for Christians to boast that they aro Freethinkers.
Hut see Vrhat Christians wrote about the term *“ Free*

“
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thinker ” a hundred, nay fifty years ago.
absurd, hateful, and so forth. Now they want to appro-
priate it. That is an ancient trick of theirs.

W. Robson.—See “ Acid Drops.”

G. Crookson (Hoyland Common).— (1) Thanks for your little
history of the worthy Hebblethwaite. Wo did not know ho
was mixed up with the mobbing of Mrs. Besant at Barnsley.
(2) Glad to hear that your sale of the Freethinker has
increased from three copies to a dozen in a very short time.
There is always a sale for this journal where the newsagents
give it a chance.

T. Fletcher writes—*“ | am very pleased that the Freethinker
will be illustrated]once amonth ; it',will be a happiness to see
the faces of the heroes of Secularism.” This correspondent
is informed that we see nothing to object to in his methods
of circulating this journal.

W. Newall.—Kindly send all future orders direct to Mr.
Forder. We don’'t know the book you mention. Thanks for
offer.

F. Prince—Thanks for the rofeience.
Sun weekly.

C. Winslet, Deneview, Hart-road, Dorking, would like to
communicate with “ W. C.” of that place who subscribed to
Shilling Week.

J.Horne.—Your name is in the Jan. 15 list, page 52, third
line from bottom of column. As you don’t give the name of
your friends for whom you remitted, they may be beside
yours in the list for all we know. Pray look yourself. Wo
cannot recollect such a lot of letters individually.

A. N. Staijer.—Shall be looked into.

J. W. Bayliss.— Shall appear.

R. Chapman.—The Strauss you saw priced at Is. 6d. is a bogus
book. Strauss's Life of Christ was published in England
in four volumes. This fetches about 12s., and is not often
met with. Strauss’'s New Life of Christ (a later book)
was translated by Georgo Eliot, and published in two vols.
by Trubner. This is now reduced to 15s. Anothor edition
of tho same (copyright having expired) is published in one
volume at tho same price by Sonneschein, with a preface by
Pfleiderer.

Correspondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a
reply is desired in the current issue, Otherwise tho reply
stands over till the following week.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance tho favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Papers Received.— Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator-
Open Court—Freidenkor—Two Worlds—Dor Arme Toufol
— Western Figaro — Liberator—Liborty—Clarion—Flaming
Sword — Echo — Truthseeker — Fritankaron — Now York
Herald—Leamington Chronicle—New Zealand Times—Cape
Argus—Rochdalo Observer—New York World—Western
Morning Nows—IJromsgrove Weekly Messenger— Becken-
ham Journal—West Yorkshire Pioneer—Yarmouth Morcury
—Kent Messenger—Northern Evening Nows—Epsworth
Leader— Sporting Chronicle.

Literary communications to bo addressed to tho Editor,
14 Clerkenwell-greon, London, E.C. All business communi-
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttor-stroet, London, E.O.

It boing contrary to Post-office regulations to announco on tho
wrapper when tho subscription is duo, subscribers will
receivo the number in a colored wrapper when their sub-
scription expires.

The Freethinker (including the twopenny special number for
tho first weok in each month) will bo forwarded, direct from
the offico, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—Ono
Year, 7s. 6d.; Half Year, 3s. 9d.; Three Months, Is. 10Jd.

Scale of Advertisements.—Thirtv words, Is. 6d.; every
succeeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—
One inch, 3s.; Half Column, 15s.; Column, £1 10s. Specia
terms for repetitious.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Despite tho fact that the Diily Chronicle, by some fre<k of
scrupulosity, refused to insert an advertisement of Mr. Foote’s
lecture on “ Christ at the Bar,” asplendid audience assembled
at the London Hall of Science on Sunday evening. Mr- Foote
gave an account of Mr. Buchanan's Wandering Jew, with
several extracts, and then dealt with the correspondence in
the Chronicle. The audience was deeply interested, and tho
lecturer received a perfect ovation on resuming his seat.
Two gentlemen offered opposition. The chair was occupied
by Mr. James Rowney.

They called it

Wo seo the Sunday

The Morning gave a brief report of Mr. Foote's lecture.
It was rather topsy-turvy, but it is a sign that the old
conspiracy of silence is breaking.

Mr. Foote lectures to day (Jan. 29) at Bristol, and on
Monday evening he delivers his first Freethought lecture at
Bath, where he hop«s to establish a Braneh ef the National
Secular Society.
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Mr. Touzeau Parris occupies the London Hall of Science
platform to-day (Jan. 29). both morning and evening. "We
shall be glad to hear that he had good meetings.

Mr. Charles Watts lectured last Sunday morning and
evening again in Baskerville Hall, Birmingham, to good and
thoroughly appreciative audiences. In the evening the
meeting warmly and repeatedly applauded Mr. Watts's answer
to the question, “ Is Christianity Played Out?” We are glad
to learn that the sale of the Freethinker is still increasing in
Birmingham. Last Sunday, although extra copies were on
hand, all were sold before the evening lecture.

Mr. Charles Watts—as will be seen by his list of engage-
ments—is just commencing a lengthy tour in Durham and
Northumberland, under the auspices of the N.E. Secular
Federation. Should the weather be at all decent he is sure
to have good audiences, and his visit should strengthen the
local Branches.

The projected friendly discussion between Mr. Foota and
the Bev. Fleming Williams has been postponed in consequence
of the chairman, who is one of the London Liberal M.P’s,
being obliged to go into the country. Mr. George Standring,
who has had the arrangements in hand, informs us that he
hopes to fix a date suitable to all parties early in March.

A general meeting of the Finsbury Park Branch of the
N.S.S. will be held to-day (Jan. 29), at 6, at 11 Blackstock-
road, Finsbury Park, when all members of the Branch are
urgently requested to attend.

The East London Branch sends us its annual balance-sheet
Under its auspices forty-one lectures have been delivered in
the twelve months. The income has been modest, but the
Branch has got out of debt and has a small balance in hand.
At the annual meeting, on Sunday, Jan. 15, Mr. Haines
moved a sort of ancient-history resolution about the Brad-
laugh Memorial Fund, but the members decided to pass to
the next business.

Ladies and gentlemen willing to take part in organising the
annual Children’s Party, to take place on Wednesday, March 1,
are earnestly requested to meet theCommittee at the Hall of
Science this evening (Jan. 29) after the lecture. Donations
for the Children’s Party should be sent in promptly. No one
can grudge a trifle to provide a bright evening for hundreds
of little ones. Mr. Forder or Miss Vance, at 28 Stonecutter-
street, will be happy to receive subscriptions.

The special dancing clas3 for members of the N.S.S. and
their families has been successfully started at the Hall of
Science. Tuesday evenings are sot apart for instruction and
practice. Mrs! Anderson is a very capable teacher, and takes
a lively interest in her pupils. Two or three Freethinkers
who are proficient dancers assist her con amore. Intending
members should join at once ; the fee is 5s. per quarter.

A bill has reached us announcing a four nights’ debate in
the Secular Hall, Hanley, on Jan. 29, 30, 31, and Feb. 1
between Mr. Geoffrey Hilton (Secularist) and 'Mr. Joseph
Taylor (Christian). The latter is advertised as an ex-Secularist
lecturer. He is the gentleman who applied for a special
lecturer’s diploma, and made a great fuss about his “ treat-
ment” by Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant. We are not quite
sure, but we believe he was never a member of the N.S.S.
We do not know Mr. Hilton personally, but we dare say he
will be able to deal with Mr. Taylor in debate.

Open Court, of Chicago, has made a significant change in
its sub-title. It was formerly “ Devoted to the work of
Conciliating Beligion with Science,” but we presumo it has
found the task of mixing irreconcilables a vain one, for it
has substituted “ Demoted to the Beligion of Science,” which
it declares to be *“ the trust in truth, the search for truth,
and living the truth.”

The Progressive Thinker, of Chicago, every now and then
gives its readers an Eclectic number taken from its foreign
exchanges. The number for Jan. 7 gives from our columns
Mr. Foote's article on Tennyson and the Bible, two of Mr.
Wheeler's papers on Hell, as described by those who have
teen, it, and Mr, Ryan’s article on Modern Miracles.
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The continuation of our Interview with the Devil stands
over in consequence of the press of other matter this
week.  This interview has brought us several letters, all
but one expressing 'approval. (The one, by the way, is
anonymous.) It seems impossible to please everybody, and
we have no intention of trying it. The plan we follow is to
please ourselves ; then we know that some one is satisfied.

Our readers are requested to note that next week's Free-
thinker will be a special one, price twopence. It will contain
more than the ordinary quantity of reading matter, and a fine
partrait of Mr. G. J. Holyoake, with a biographical sketch.
As this number will be a good one for lending about, and
several readers may want extra copies, we shall print a
somewhat larger edition than usual.

SHILLING WEEK.
(When nofigures follow the name the amount is Is.)

J. Moon, W. T. Allfrey, J. Phillipson, Mr. Edgecombo, J.
llollowvino, Manchester Branch (per W. Payne) 5s., G. Steer
2s. 6d., J. Crabtree £1 ; B. Bestieaux, H. J. Bartor 2s.

National Secular Society (Only).
A Sympathiser 2s. 6d., B. Johnson, J. G. Warren 5s.
- Freethinker ” Sustentation Fund (Only).

E.P., M.P., A.P,, F.P, W. A. B. 2s., J. Bamaby, Mrs

Hancock 2s. 6d., A Sympathiser 2s. 6d.

RESULT.
£ s d
General Total..., . 107 12 2
N.S.S. (only) Total ., . 7 2 9
Freethinker Sustentation Fund (only) Total... 15 17 3

One-third of the General Total goes to the Freethinker
Sustentation Fund, and two-thirds to the National Secular
Society’'s General Fund. The net result, therefore, is
£51 14s. 7d. for the Freethinker, and £78 17s. 5d. for
the N.S.S.

{Thesefigures are subject to audit bg Mr. Itegnolds.)

IS CHRISTIANITY PLAYED OUT?

MB. FOOTE'S LETTER TO THE “ DAILY CHRONICLE.”
(Printed Monday, January 23.)

You will perhaps allow me, as President of the National
Secular Society, a little space in this discussion, especially
as both Mr.. Buchanan and Mr. Le Gallienne have highly
praised Secularism when it does not take the form of sneering
at—well, at what superstition those gentlemen elect to retain.

Mr. Buchanan has advanced since he robustiously attacked
Colonel logersoll some eight years ago. Ho is now but
a few steps behind the great Freethought orator. He resents
what Darwin called the “ too much suffering ” in the world.
He denies, with John Stuart Mill, the dqctrino of Omnipotent
Beneficence ; he even says that God dofes not interest him.
But he still clings t6 the “ hope” of a future life, and
talks of Christ as his “ Elder Brother "-—with capital letters.
Some day or other ho may learn that tlie Christ of the
New Testament is no'more a real figure than the Christ
of his own “ Wandering Jew.” '

Mr. Buchanan's indictment of Christianity meanwhile
stands unanswered, except by the feeble and hackneyed
objection that all the evil done for so many centuries in the
name of Christianity, and by its ministers who were supposed
to have “ received the Holy Ghost,” is not chargeable upon
Christianity itself. The raisers of this objection quote
certain New Testament texts. They forget that other texts
were quoted as appositely by the persecutor, the opponent
of science, and the friend of arbitrary power. They also
forget (or do they forget ?) the romark of Cardinal Newman,
that by a judicious selection of facts you can prove anything.
Put all the good to the credit of Christianity and all the evil
to the credit of something else (poor human nature, perhaps),
and the result is a splendid vindication. But the same
logic would equally vindicate every other religion ; nay,
it would whitewash the blackest monsters of history.

Mr. John Morley, in his “ Voltaire,” speaks of Christianity
as “ the creed in whose name more blood has been violently
shed than in any other cause whatever.”  Now, if this blood
was not shed by Christianity, it was certainly shed by
Christians. By professed Christians, it will be said. Yes ;
but that opens up the question, What is Christianity ? which
has not been faced in this dispute.
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Suffering as "growing pains,” the theological significance
of consumptive monkeys, the " whatever is, is right” of
Pope, and the " whatever is. is wrong ” of Schopenhauer, may
all be set aside. It is not Theism, but Christianity, which is
being controverted ; not what the Christian has in common
with Brahmans, Mohammedans and Jews, but what is dis-
tinctively its own.

Mr. Ls Gallienne gives a definition of Christianity which
does not include Jesus Christ. Every word of it might have
been taken from Plato, Socrates, Cicero, or Marcus Aurelius.
This is what he calls “ essential ” Christianity, as distinguished
from “ conventional ” Christianity. If | may be pardoned a
coarse loan from Bishop Warburton, it only seems to me Mr.
he Gallienne’'s " doxy ” as opposed to other people’s “ doxies.”
For when “ A Priest” asks him for something definite, he
declines “ a purely theological controversy.”

Mr. Morrison Davidson does not champion *“ essential ”
Christianity. He stands up for “ genuine Christianity.” And
what is that ?  The Communistic Commonwealth. But this
is denied by your clerical correspondents. It is again a case
of Mr. Davidson’s “ doxy.” He picks out half a dozen texts
from thousands, and says “ This is Christianity.” With the
same intellectual rigor he talks of the “ Atheist Constantine ”
and the “ ten imperial persecutions of unparalleled atrocity ”
which were long ago solved in the acid of Gibbon’s criticism.

"Essential” and “ genuine” are only adjectives. The
substantive’s the thing. Gold is gold, when we come to
logic, and Christianity is Christianity. And what is that ?
What has it always meant ? Belief in the deity of Christ,
his absolute authority as a teacher, his atonement for the sins
of believers, future rewards and punishments, salvation by
faith, the depravity of human nature, the efficacy of prayer,
the inspiration of the Bible, and the revealed will of God as
the rule and sanction of morality. This and more has been
accepted, and is still accepted by all Christian sects except
the Unitarians, who are not Christians in the historic meaning
of the term.

How if this be Christianity, it is undoubtedly played out.
Of course | may be accused of writing as a partisan. Well,
| ask anyone to read an old standard book like Pearson on
the Creed, and then a new book like Professor Bruce's
Apologetics, and I am much mistaken if he will not feel that
Christianity is in the last”state of nebulosity. And it is in
this way that religions disappear, No one ever sees a religion
die, said Charles Bradlaugh. It changes into something else,
and the process occupies generations and centuries.

Clinging to Christ as an ideal personage is a modern phe-
nomenon, and a temporary one. When the deity‘of Christ is
gone, this is commonly the next stage of sceptical develop-
ment. But it does not last. Men of intellect, like Dr.
Martineau, or at least like Professor Newman, go on to deny
the perfection of even the idealised Christ of the gospels.

Christ may “ comfort” the sorrowful and afflicted. So
will anything a man is trained to look to in the hour of need.
Fatalism itself has been found very soothing. Every religion
gives “ comfort.” But there is something better; it is
prevention ; and this is the work of science.

Setting aside " intuitions” and *“tfeelings,” and all the
elements of a personal equation, let us look at history. |
gather from Mr. Lo Gallienne that Christianity did little
good for 1,800 years. It came before the world was ready
‘—which is directly opposite to the common argument of
" preparation "— and has only had a chance during the last
half century. In other words, Christianity is only able to
help the world when science, education, the printing press,
international communication, and democracy are doing the

woi'k. It is not " essential,” but quintessential, like the
meat-roasting power of the meat-jack.
Civilisation is a recent thing in modern Europe. It did

not come in with Christianity. It is purely the result of
~entitle discovery. Knowledge is power ; it is also elevation.
Jhe railway, the ocean steamer, the telegraph, and the Press
‘m-and not Christianity—are breaking down the barriers of
'atred and prejudice between nations, and bringing about the
Unification of mankind.

Christianity has in no sense savod the world, and it has hai
a great opportunity. To plead for another chance is th
‘hief’s shift in the dock. What are the distinctive vices o
Christendom ? Drink, gambling, and prostitution. | havi
jha Archbishop of Canterbury’s authority for saying that ir
~hristendom " intemperance is in far greater rage and ravag
'‘an among those * Gentiles wo read of in St. Peter. Hi
Remarks on “ impurity ” are no less scathing. On gamblini
H I* needless to expatiate. Even war is more characterise
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of Christendom than of heathendom. Thergreat armies, the
awful instruments of slaughter, the terrible war tax, are all
conspicuous in lands that swear by “ the Prince of Peace.”
Despite the protests of Mr. Le Gallienne, Christianity is a
practical failure, and it is the priests he denounces who give
it longevity. They have always opposed secular progress, but
they have a wonderful power of appropriating the laurels of
other men’s victories. They teach the children that Chris-
tianity has done what it resisted ; they falsify secular history
as they falsified ecclesiastical history ; they train the sheep to
cry, “ Long live the wolves!” G. W. Foote,

HOW THE WIND BLOWS.
SCEPTICISM IN THE PKE3S.

These Bampton Lectures of Bishop Barry's are a specimen
of the modern apologetics of compromise that have lately
come into fashion. Being Bampton Lectures delivered by a
specially chosen preacher before the University of Oxford,
they may be taken, we presume, as a favorable specimen.
Fifty or sixty years ago the majority of clergy in high places
were still denouncing geology and palaeontology. Twenty-
five years ago they were denouncing Darwin and kicking
against the antiquity of man. Ten years ago they were
denouncing the serious application of historical criticism to
the canon of the Scriptures and the date and composition of
the several books. All these mops wherewith orthodoxy
would fain stem the ocean are nowadays too obviously worn
to the stump, and they are thrown away. Geology has
become as innocent, nay edifying, as the Newtonian astronomy,
which was itself a wicked thing in its time. Darwinism is
admitted into the company of the faithful, and is passing into
the stage of matter for edification. Historical criticism is
received on terms of diplomatic relations, though not without
suspicion. Moreover, the new school of apologists profess a
lively interest in the social movements and problems of the
time, hint that they possess or will shortly discover the true
key to them, and speak smooth things to those who seem to
represent growing tendencies of popular feeling. It is more
to them to flatter Alderman Tillet and Mr. Sidnay Webb
than to speak with Kuenen in the gate. And then, having
set forth these and such like matters with more or less
rhetorical art and in more or less scholarly form, they com-
placently bid us observe that a Church which is so eminently
successful in keeping itself only about a generation behind
lay science and philosophy must go near, after all, to be a
more than human institution. They eschew St. Augustine’s
glory over the cruder physical details of miracle ; they do
not even' use miracles, on the assumption that the twelve
apostles were a special jury, for a practical warrant of
doctrinal mysteries to common sense. Rather they hope that,
for the doctrine’s sake, modern laymen will tolerate the few
necessary miracles, discreetly kept in the background and
veiled in a dim religious half-light.— Pall Mall Gazette,

January 20.
>1 e 11-—- -1

CHRISTIANITY A FAILURE.

Of all absolutely powerless things on earth Christianity is
the most powerless, even though sovereigns are still con-
secrated, 'multitudes still baptised, parliament and tribunals
still opened, and countless churches and cathedrals still built
in its name. It has become a shibboleth, a husk, arobo with
no heart beating within it, a winged angel carved in dead
wood.— Louise de la Pamee “ Ouida.”

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO .N.S.S.
Special Fund.— A. J. Larkin, 2s.; 0. H. Parkinson, 2s.
Benevolent Fund.— Mrs. Bussie, 10s.; Heckmondwike
Branch, 5s. E. M. Vance, Asst.-Sec.

nOW TO HELP US.

(1) Get your uowsagout to exhibit tho Freethinker in the
window.

(2) Got your newsagent to take a fow copios of tho Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to tako tho ccpios
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display,or get displayed, one of our oontents-sheets, which
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder
will send them on application.

(6) Leavoa copy of the Freethinker now and thon in the train,
the car, or tho omnibus.

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around street--'
corner yreaoh«™,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

JEWISH SLAVERY.
TO THE EDITOR OR “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— 1 Rave been a reader of the Freethinker for some
time, and whilst utterly objecting to the arguments contained
in its columns, have enjoyed and appreciated many articles
notwithstanding. | have observed at all times a disposition
to treat the great subjects it criticises, somewhat flippantly,
yet likewise logically, and when a departure from the rule
takes place and a question is dealt within an unfair spirit, it
is only correct that objections should be raised. In reading
your reply to the Rev. W. E. Blomfield (which I may here
remark would have been better liked had the parson’s sermon
been printed side by side), I notice that you assert that the
Old Testament sanctioned slavery, and that the Jews were
allowed to buy and sell the heathen. Being a member of the
Hebrew race—proud of its history and traditions—proud of
the fact that they gave the world a superb system of morals
— proud of the fact that out of its ranks have been produced
brilliant geniuses in science, art, and literature, | must
join issue with you upon the question of the Old Testament's
sanction (as you assert) to slavery. In Exod. xxi., Xxxii.,
xxiii., we find that God gave Moses a series of “ judgments,”
which were to form the basis or foundation of the moral and
social laws of the Israelites— that is to say, the laws which
were to regulate their manners and their dealings with one
another.  The first series of these “ judgments” referred
to slavery—or more properly to “ servitude.” Now you
might suppose that one of the first laws that would have
been given to a nation just released from slavery would have
been a law for putting an end to all sorts of bondage, and
many writers who have looked only on the surface of the
Bible, have regarded the Mosaic law as cruel, because they
allege (like yourself) that it countenanced slavery. But it
will be seen that, far from countenancing, it distinctly
prohibits slavery— that is, slavery in the sense in which we
understand it. God ordains that “ he that stealeth a man
and selleth him, orif he be found in his hand, he shall surely
be put to death ” (Exod. xxi. 16). So slavery, such as we
understand it— such as existed until lately in some parts of
America, and such as still exists in certain Spanish posses-
sions and in parts of Asia and Africa—could never have
existed, for it was an act punishable by death to steal a
human being. Still there was a mild kind of slavery per-
mitted, but it was so hemmed in by laws for the protection
of the slave that the words used, “ servitude ” and * servant,”
should be used to designate this condition of semi-bondage
rather than the words *“ slavery ” and “ slave.” (In the
Hebrew Bible the word which is used means equally “ slave ”
and “ servant.”) If you carefully read Exod. xxi. and Deut.
xv. 12-17, you will understand the nature of these protective
laws. Only under threo conditions could servitude exist.
First, strangers who were taken prisoners of war could be
bought and sold as bondsmen ; secondly, Hebrews who had
been found guilty of certain crimes were sentenced to penal
servitude (Exod. xxii. 3), and were liable to be sold as slaves,
but for no longer than six years, unless they of their own
accord renewed their servitude (Exod. xxi. 5, 6). “ In the
seventh year he shall go out free for nothing ” (Exod. xxi. 2).
Thirdly, Hebrews who had become so poor that they could
not support themselves or their families might sell them-
selves (Lev. xxv. 39) into servitude ; but their servitude
would also expire at the end of the sixth year, unless volun-
tarily renewed. No unkindness (Lev. xxv. 39, 42, 43) of any
sort was permitted towards servants or slaves. A runaway
slave might not be captured and restored to his master (Deut.
iii. 15, 16). If a master struck his servant or slave, and injured
him, however slightly, he was obliged to let him go free
(Exod. xxi. 26, 27). You may therefore be sure that no
Israelite would risk the loss of his servant by striking him.
And when the time of servitude was over, the Hebrew slave
or servant did not go out into the wide world empty. Ho
was to have enough to enable him to re-commence this life
of freedom (* Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy
flock, and out of thy floor [threshing floor or granary], and
out of thy winepress : of that wherewith the Lord thy God
hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto him. And thou shalt
remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt,
and the Lord thy God redeemed thee : therefore I command
thee this thing to-day.”— Deut. xv. 14, 15). ThuB you have
striking evidence of the humanity of these laws relating to
servitude, teaching the Israelites that they had been bonds*
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men, and causing them to remember that when they became
masters not to be tyrants, like the Egyptians, but to be kind
and merciful to those who had to serve them. | must
apologise if |1 have trespassed too much on your patience, but
in common fairness | think it is right that when you charge
“ slavery ” against the ancient laws of the Israelites to
properly qualify the term, especially in the sense that it was
understood to imply, for the word “ slavery ” to modern ears
means something horribly inhuman and debasing.
S. Goodman.

[We print this letter in full, to allow a Jew a hearing on
the subject. Mr. Goodman’s distinction between “ servitude ”
and “ slavery ” is purely fanciful. The whole of his letter
shows that he has read the Old Testament with inattention
or partiality. Let him read again Exodus xxi. 20, 21 ; and
Leviticus xxv. 44, 46.— Editor ]

RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE AT LEAMINGTON.

It appears from a circular issued by John Wand, of Park
Hill, Moseley, Birmingham, that a shameful case of religious
persecution has been perpetrated at the Midland Counties
Home for Incurables, Leamington. A person of the name of
Sparks, who had been for seven years a trusted clerk in Mr.
Wand’s employ, but who is now unable to stand, was sum-
marily dismissed from the Home, for irreligion. According
to 8parks’s statement, the matron said, “ | have reason to
believe that you are an Atheist ; at any rate, | know enough
of your religious opinions that I'll not trust you another day.
I will not live in the house with an Atheist, If you were in
a workhouse, you’d have something to do beside read all

day.” Soon after'the chaplain summoned him, and, without
preliminary, asked, “ What are you ? An Atheist or
Agnostic?” He replied, “ Neither, sir; I am a Christian.”

The chaplain retorted, “ That's a lie ; you've been spreading
your abominable heresy among the patients. | shall recom-
mend the committee to-morrow to send you home.” The
chaplain, the Rev. Maze Gregory, is one of this committee ;
and poor Sparks was at once turned out, and a further charge
of ¢ familiarity ” with a housemaid trumped up against him.
This resolved itself into an interchange of the merest civilities,
for the man is bedridden, and, though 5ft. 7in., only weighs

fist. At a meeting of the governors of the Home, presided
over by Lord Leigh, the matter was brought up, and
allegations were made that Sparks spoke disrespect-
fully of tho Virgin Mary, and sneered at people
getting answers to their prayers, etc. A committee
was appointed to investigate the matter, but we fear
poor Sparks will have little chance of redress. His doom

probably be the workhouse, or lifelong loneliness in
One gentleman give expression to what seemed a
general view of Christian tolerance. He thought “ proper
religious liberty should be assurod e.j,, that a Catholic
patient should attend tho service of the Catholic Church.
But this kind of proper religious liberty is a very different
thing from liberty to talk atheism or irreligion among
other patients.” This is a truly Christian idea of proper
religious liberty which prevails in other quarters, besides the
Midland Home for Incurables.

will
an attic.

Tho idea of sacrifice is carried to its oxtreme limits in the
religion of Christendom. Had it not been for the absolute
necessity of some sacrifice being offered to God, there would,
according to the theory of Christian faith, have been
absolutely no reason for the execution of Christ. He might
have taught every doctrine associated with his name, per-
formed every miracle related in the Gospels, have drawn to
himself every disciple named in them, and yet have died,
like the Buddha, in tho calm of a venerated and untroubled
old age. He was obliged to undergo this painful and
melancholy death, if we accept the general belief in
Christendom, solely because God required a sacrifice, and
because without that sacrifice he could not forgive the
offences of mankind.— Viscount AmberUy, “ Analysis of
Religious Belief.”

Belief in the Phoenix was no sign that the early Christians
were incapable of receiving a spiritual religion, but surely it
is one among a hundred signs that their intellectual
development of it might be incorrect; that they had
reflected but little on the nature and laws of evidence.— Cole*
ridge’s Biographic, Literaria.
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B O OK CHAT.

Mr. George Meredith has nearly finished his new novel.
Is it The Journalist, of which we have seen so many tanta-
lising announcements during the last three or four years ?
Whatever it is, it will delight Mr. Meredith’s public, which
is a growing one. Sixteen years ago his genius was almost
entirely neglected. We had then the pleasure, and honor, of
giving some fine extracts from Mr. Meredith in the Secularist.
It was in the same journal that James Thomson wrote his
brilliant review of Beauchamp's Career. Since then Mr.
Meredith has been “ found out,” as a novelist. As a poet
he has still but a partial recognition.

a * *

William Law, the English mystic, was the author of a
famous book, the Serious Call, and of many other notable
books—in their way—the best of which are the Spirit of
Love and the Spirit of Prayer. He was honored with a
commendatory notice in Gibbon's Autobiography. We see
that a volume of Selections from his Works is being prepared
by an Edinburgh minister. It is announced in the Academy
as “ a volume of selections from the writings of John Law.”
Such is fame!

* * *

Border Biography, by J. C. Goodfellow, G3 High-street,
Hawick, gives the lives of fourteen noted borderers, of whom
a dozen were poets, including Hogg, Mickle, Aird, and
Riddell, whose fame at least has spread south of the border.
The lives are instructive and accompanied with illustrative
specimens.

* * *

Spirit Guided, or Re-united by the Dead, is a spiritist story,
Written and published by E W. Wallis (73a Corporation-
street, Manchester ; Is.), and reprinted from the Two Worlds,
of which Mr. Wallis is the editor. We are not partial to
ghost stories, and there seems nothing out of the usual in the
spook and clairvoyant business introduced. There are,
however, some evident transcripts from real life in the volume,
and some rational discussion of the Bible stories and orthodox

Christianity.
* » #

The discussion on “ Happiness in Hell ” reminds us of a
striking passage in Villette, which admirers of Charlotte
Rronte’s genius will be glad to have recalled. It runs thus :
“ | think if Eternity held torment, its form would not be
fiery rack nor its nature despair. | think that on a certain
day amongst those days which never dawned, and will not
"t, an angel entered Hades—stood, shone, smiled, delivered a
prophecy of conditional pardon, kindled a doubtful hope of
bliss to come, not now, but at a day and hour unloobed for,
revealed in his own glory and grandeur the height and compass
°f his promise, spoke thus— then towering, became a star and
Vanished into his own heaven. His legacy was suspense—a
Worse boon than despair.”

» * *

Mr. T. B. Mosher, of 37 Exchange-street, Portland, Maine,
H.S., who brought out a special edition on hand-made paper
Mr. George Meredith’s Modern Love, has just published a
®*?ilar edition of James Thomson’s City of Dreadful Night.
” 6 cannot say that we admire the printing. The type is not
good and the impression is not excellent. Mrs. E. Cavazza
Writes an Introduction, which is not without merit though
I°tnewhat high-flown. The volume also includes two other
Pessimistic poems by Thomson—* To Our Ladies of Death ”
ajd “ Insomnia.” The special feature of the volume is an
.mirable, though not exactly complete, bibliography, com-
pued by Mr. Bertram Dobell and Mr. J. M. Wheeler, which
fil be of great interest to Thomson’s admirers.
* * *
It is pleasant to see that Thomson is finding a public in
Baerica. His writings do not sell so well as they should in
~BRland. There is a continuous, though far from rapid,
abtaan” for his chief poem, which has been so much talked
! but his other writings are comparatively neglected.
t0 18 i3 deplorable; nevertheless Thomson's genius can afford
0 Wait I°r recognition. The best judges have found him
> the rest will do so in time.

* * *

of °l 1k0 Strand, publishes a convenient resurx
Mr  p re8olts of criticism on the book of Genesis,l
tjj0 Rogar Innes Fripp, whose cutting and carving i

book into its separateportions, slices away its history :
WelLl as its divinity. ’ * *
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PROFANE JOKES,

“ Ah, my son,” said the minister, “ I'm glad to see you in
the Sunday-school at last. Is thi3 your first Sunday ?”
“ Yes, sir,” “ How do you like it?” “ Oh, | think 1 can
stand it until after the Christmas tree.”

Mabel was watching the lightning one stormy afternoon.
“ Mamma,” she said, “ Dod is dettin’ weady to light his
stars.” “ Why, darling?” *“ ’'Cause he’s scratching matches
on the sky.”

Aunt Theo—“ Tommy, | am surprised you forgot your
Bible so quickly! Now, when the rain descended upon

the earth for forty days what was it called ?” Tommy
(promptly)—* Mud 1”

* Mamma, is it the same God here that is at Lake
Pleasant?” “ Yes, dear, | guess so,” said mamma. *“ The

very, very same God, mamma?” ‘‘Yes, darling, mamma
thinks it is the same God.” There was another period of
deep thought, and then, “ Well, mamma, | think he must be
a long God to reach as far as that.”

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Btation): 7.45,
entertainment and dance (free). Monday at 0.30, tea, entertain-
ment, and dance (6d.)

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 5.30,
public tea (6d.); 7.30, free entertainment and dance. Monday at 9,
C. Cohen’s science class. Wednesday at 9, C. Cohen’s class in
« Spencer’s Ethics.” Thursday at 830, open discussion (free).
Saturday at 8.30, free concert and dance.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, 8.E.: 7.30, S. H. Alison,
“ The Christian Devil: his Origin and History.”

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street:
« Materialism and Spiritism.”

Finsbury Park Branch, 11 Blackstock-road: 6, general meeting.

Hall ol Science, 142 Old-street, E.O.: 11.15, Touzeau Parris,
“ The Use and Value of the Bible ” (free); 6.30, musical selections;
7, Touzeau Parris, “ Creator and Creation—a Reply to D. Dal-
linger ” (3d., 6d., and Is.) Wednesday at 8, G. H. Martin, “ Chris-
tian Blank Cartridges ” (free').

Hammersmith— Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove:
at 8, C. J. Hunt, “ The Book of Common Prayer.”

Islington—Wellington Hall, Almeida-street, Upper-street: 7,
James R twney, “ Prophecy Examined ” ; preceded by music.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, F. Haslarn,
Played Out ?”

Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, Mr. St. John, “ The
Tower of llabel; 330, Stanley Jones, “ Hell Breaking Up, and
Damned Souls Escaping.”

COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 5, upstairs):
6.30, William Cooper, “ The Philosophy of Selfishness."

Bath—Corridor Rooms: Monday at 8 G. W. Foote, “ Why |
Cannot be a Christian.”

Belfast—Crown Chambers, 64 Royal-avenue:
“ Education in Ireland-"

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Orescent, Cambridge-street:
11, F. W. Carter will lecture; 7. a miscellaneous concert.

Bolden Colliery, Miners’' Hall: Saturday at 6, Charles Watts,
“ The Church, the Labor Question, and Modern Progress.”

Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, John
Grange, “ The Failure of Christianity.”

Bristol—Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 2.30, G. W. Foote,
11, “ Science and Miracles” ; 3, “ Did Christ Rise from the
Dead ?” ; 7, « What has Christianity Done for the World ?”

Chatham — Secular Hall, Queen’'s-road, New Brompton: 11,
C. Cohen, “ The Meaning of Secularism " ; 2.45, Sunday-school for
children; 7, C. Cohen, “ Christianity and Morality " ; singing by
the choir after the evening lecture.

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: 12, discussion
class, G. M. Wright, “ Count Tolstoi’'s Works” ; 6.30, Mrs. Harper,
“ Woman : her Place and Power.”

Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 7, J. Badley, “ God's
Expensive Luxuries—why Maintain them.”

Leeds—Cramp!on’'s Temperance Hotel, Briggate: 7, important

7, C. J. Hunt,

Thursday

“Is Christianity

7, W. M. Knox,

meeting.
Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street: 11, Tontine
Society; 7, Mr. Gowland, “ Thomas Paine: Statesman and

Philanthropist.”

Manchester N.8.8., Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, Oxford-road,
All Saints’: J. M. Robertson, 11, “ Judaism: its Rise and
Growth”; 3, “ Judaism and Morals” ; 6.30, “ Christian History.”
Tuesday at 8, recital by T. Griffiths.

Newcastle-on-Tyne—EIldon Hall, 7, debate

2 Clayton-street:

between Messrs. Robertson and Dtwson, “ Atheism and its
Influence.” » .
North Shields—Spiritualists’ Hall, Camden-street: Monday at

7.50, Charles Watts, «<The Horrors of the French Revolution.”
Nottingham__Secular Hall, Beck-street: 7, James Hooper,

“ Thomas Paine.” . .
Plymouth—100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth—Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea;

3 Mr. Webb, “ The Seasons” ; 7, a meeting. Tuesday, celebration
of Thomas Paine’s birthday.
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Sheffield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 3 and 7, two
series of musical and other recitals; collections for Hospital
Sunday; tea at 5. Wednesday at 5.30, annual tea, soiree and
ball in celebration of Paine’s birthday.

8outh Shields—Thornton’s Variety Theatre: Charles Watts, 11,
“ Theosophy: from a Secular Standpoint”; 3, “ Education:
Secular or Theological ?—a Sidelight on the South Shields Bible
Syllabus” ; 7, “ The Blight of Superstition.”

Todmorden—Sobriety Hall: Sam Standring, 330, “ The Bible
and the Labor Question” ; 6.30, “ A Defence of Secularism—a
Reply to the Rev. D. Brook.”

Wolverhampton—Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen-street:
3, S. Walker, “ The Incredibility of the Gospel Narratives”; 7,
E. S. Bransby, “ Brotherly Love at the Church Congress.”

LECTURERS' ENGAGEMENTS.
Touzeau Parris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith,
London, W.—Jan. 29, Hall of Science. Feb. 5 Camberwell;
12, Portsmouth; 16, Hammersmith; 19, Sheffield; 26, Hall of

Science. March 26, Hall of Science.

H. Snerr, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Feb. 12, Battersea; 19,
Camberwell; 26, Libra Hall. March 12, Battersea; 19, Camber-
well; 20, Blackheath Liberal Club; 26, Libra Hall. April 2,
Manchester.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhithe, London,
—Jan. 29, Ipswich. Feb. 26, Camberwell. March 19, Hyde Park
April 2, New Brompton; 16, Hyde Park ; 23, Hammersmith.

154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Jan.
29, Chatham. Feb. 4, Birmingham; 5 m. and e, Birming.
ham; a., Wolverhampton; 12, m., Battersea; e., Libra Hall;
19 and 26, Edmonton. March 5, Libra Hall; 12, Manchester;
19, Edmonton; 26, Camberwell.

C. J. Hunt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter's Park, London, W.—
Jan. 29, Edmonton. Feb. 2, Hammersmith; 19, Bethnal Green.
March 12, m., Battersea ; 19, Bethnal Green; 26, m, Hyde Park.

C. Cohen,

Stanley Jones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.—Jan. 29,
a., Hyde Park Feb. 5, Hall of Science; 8and 9, Liverpool; 19,
20, 21, Manchester; 26, Wigan. March 5, Sheffield; 10,
Beverley; 12, Hull; 19, Plymouth.

S. H. Alison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W.—Jan. 29, Camber-
well. April 16, Manchester.

J. Greevz-Fisher, 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds— Feb. 12, Brad,
ford.

Sam Standrino, 2 Morton-street, C-on-M, Manchester.—Jan. 31,
Manchester. April 16, Hull.
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GREAT SALE GREAT SALE

Watches, Jewellery and
Electro-Plate,

Commencing on MONDAY, JANUARY 2nd, until
further notice.

Previous to extensivo alterations, Wm. Adams and Co. liave
decided to offer the readers of the Freethinker tho articles
named below at 25 per cent, reduction (5s. in tbe pound).

Usual Salo
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. Price. Price.

£sd £ s d

Gents 18ct. Gold Keyless Centre Second Stop Watch..21 0 0..1515 0
do. do. do. Key-winding do. do. .15 0 0..11 5 0
do. do. do. do. do. second quality.14 0 n. .10 10 0
Ladies do. do. Keyless, Gold Dial, Engraved Case..15 0 0. .11 6 6
do. do. do. Key-winding English Lever do. do..12 0 0..9 0 0
do. do. do. do. Geneva do.do...8 0 0..C 0 O
do. do. do. do. do. do.do... G 0O 0..410 O
do. do. do. do. do. .4 0 0.3 00
Gents' Solid Silver English Lever, capped andjewelled. 4 4 0,.3 3 0
do. do. do. do. do. ..3 3 0.2 7 3
do. do. do. centre seconds .55 0.318 9
do. "do. do. do. keyless... 6 6 0...414 6
do. do. do. o. ..5 5 0..318 9
do. do. Geneva Lever, jewelled in 10 boles. 2 5 0... 113 9
do. do. Geneva do. 8 do.. 115 0..1 6 3
do. do. do. do. 8 do..110 0..1 2 6
do. do. do. do. 8 do..1 6 0..018 9
Ladies’ do. do. do. 8 do..2 2 0..111 G
do. do. do. do. 8 do.. 110 0..1 2 6
do. do. do. do. 8 do..1 0 0..015 0
do. do. Geneva Lever do. 10 do.. 212 0..118 6

Tho above English Levers are guaranteed for five years, and
the (lonovas for three years. A full detailed Price List of
Gold and Silver Watches, Jewellery, Alberts, Seals and Electro-
plate, sent post free on application to

WM. ADAMS & CO.,

ENGLISH LEVER WATCH MANUFACTURERS,
207 HIGH STREET, WEST BROMWICH.
P.0.0.'s madepayable to Wm. Adams.

LIST OF BOOKS

SOLD BY

W. H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.

And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex* or, Woman on Strike against tbo Male
Sex for her “ Magna Charter,” the absolute ownership of her
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published;
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Besant.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young; or, Scienco in Story.
By Dr. Foote. (50pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free
2s. 3d.

The Elements of Social Science.
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every
adult. Bound iu cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience; or Borning Better
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con.
ception. By Dr. Foote. Postfree Is. Id.

Over-Population; a Lecturo delivorod for tho Sunday Lecture
Society, under the title “ The Law of Population: its Mean-
ing and Menace.”’* By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.ba.) em-

bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w itk 200 illustrations.

OostkntSi The Canuft, Prevention and Cure of Disease—The Food we

Eat—Tho Liquids wo Drink—The Atmosphore we Live in—The Clothes we

Wear—Bad Habits of Children and Youth—Bad Habits of Manhood and

of Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Health; Babies—Private

Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain
language, easily understood, and with the object of making
its readers better parents and better citizens through the
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others.
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every,
day reference. Post free 6s.

Foote’'s Handbook of Health, comprising information of
the utmost impjrtance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp.,

post free Is. Id.

The Wife's Handbook : now a Woman should order herself
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery;
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other
matters of importance necessary to be known by Married
Women. By Dr. Il. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2Jd.

Tho most comploto work

Dr.

The Over-Growth of Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday,
January 15, 1889, by William Lant Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc.
Post free 2d.

The Political Status of Women. By A. Besant. Post free 3d.

The Life and Writings of T. R. Malthus, by C. It. Drys-
dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should bo
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id.

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. Il. Post free 2d.
A iplendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

<Married Life—Comfort or Misory ? A dialogue and splendid
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai-
th-usians. Post free 2d.

<Wedded Life—As itis, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

eEarly Marriages and Limited Families.
Vickery. Post free 2d.

*What do we Women Want?
Post free 2d.

=The Malthusian Movement—What is it?
ring. Post free 2d.

«Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question.
free 2d.

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post fro# 2d.

Labor’'s Prayer. By C. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post froo lid.

The Parson’s ldol. Twonty copies, post froo, 2d.

Col. Ingersoll’3 Reply to the Right lion. W. E. Gladstone's
Defence of the CUnstian Religion. Should be read by every
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. = A thorough exposition of SciontiGo
Socialism, by Annie Besant. ost free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusade against Povorty.
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free Ipl.

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will bo sent, on receipt of
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them.

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on
receipt of a stamped directed envelope.
To those willing to assist our propaganda | shall he pleased, to
send eighty copies of either of Use pamphlets marked (=), or assorted,
post free on receipt of 2s.

By Dr. Alice
By Jano llumo Clapporton.
By Goo. Stand-

Post

Tho
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THE MIDDLEMAN GOES TO
THE WALL.

CLOTHING DIRECT

From TnE Manufacturer to the Wearer.
On receipt of cash, we will send carriage paid to

your door—
Gent's Cape Overcoat (cut long and wool s. d.
Tining) e 7 G
Gent's Blue Overcoat (nap or beaver, with
velvet collar) - - - -- - 150

Gent's Black Coat and Test (worsted*or
ST Q) iiieieiieeiienee e - 15 0
(Send measure round breast, over the test.)
A “ Challenge” Blue Serge Sailor Suit,
braided either black, white, or gold - 3 C
(Send ai;e of boj, &say which color braid s rerftlired.)
A Sensible Present enclosed in every parcel.
Money returned in full if not approved ok
Don't forget that we arc Manufacturer!, and cao
save you at least 25 o/o the Middleman's profit.

L. COLEMAN & CO.

Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton.

W. B. HENN,

Watchmaker and Jeweller,
DUDLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE.

Special Offer—Ladies’ or Gents' Handsome
Watches, real silver cases and silver dome,
jewelled, for 16s., warranted. Silver English
Severs, capped and jewelled, from £2. Agent
for American Waltham Levers and Waterbury
Watches.

Quotations sent for any article.

EVERY FREETHINKER'S HOME

SHOULD CONTAIN THE FAMOUS

PAINE MOTTO :

<The World is my Country,” etc.
Handsomely printed in gold on illuminated card,
20 by 13in , with ribbon loop.
Price Gd (by Parcel Post, 9d.)
Well framed in oak, gilt, or black and
gold, 2s. 9d.
(Carriage to be paid by purchaser.)
George Standring, 7 & 9 Finsbury St., E.C.
Not«.—The cards are also supplied by Mr. Forder;

Jnd cards or framed copies can be obtained at the
Hall of Science book-stall.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST

Shoutd be in the hands of every Married
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate
the number of their family according to
their means, as it contains full particulars
of all Preventive Requisites recommended
hy Dr. il. A. Aribute and othersj and
Taluable information on matters of import.
Rnce necessary to he known by Married
women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt

stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom,
*Rd to foreign parts on receipt of letter
Postage.

Address—E. LAMBERT $SON.M.M.L.,
(DOMESTIC & HYGIENIC DEPT.)

60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

, IS CHRISTIANITY PLAYED OUT?
When you have carefully perused the correspon-
_ dence in the Daily Chronicle, read
CHRISTIANITY ~AND EVOLUTION,
By ARTHUR B. MOSS.
Handsomely bound in cloth. Price 2s. Gd
Shows how the main teachings of Christianity
~ere “ borrowed ” from Pagan sources; demon-
strates the unreliable character of the so-called
evidenccs ” of Christianity ; catalogues some of
p horrible crimes of early Christians; and
hows the impracticable and absurd character of
bany of the alleged teachings of Jesus.
Watts and Co., 17 Jotinson’s-court.

od HEAP MUSIC!!

- each. Words and Music. Jost free 7 for Is
tauftrney* take me home again; Grace Darling; I'll
Mn° ~ou 1101110 again, Kaihleon ; The Diver; Maggie
Bft«pll){’s U°mo; Larboard Watch; Minute Gun at

blako'n Grand March; Signal March; Sweet
jn *p°lka,, etc., etc. List post freo to any addrem
* *rrivod, fresh stock of Piccolos, best cocoa
*PIftrtjOur nlc/e*silver keys, 1 will send ono of these
Cormel © *nstruments, with instruction book, in box
tolv« jto’ P°<*tfree to any address. 4s. fid.; with si*
tHOor koy». Gs.. ditto, improved finish 7s. ThosenTG
I)g 8 m° usualclr\ll sold at double the price.—R.

Studley.road, Forest Gat-?, London.

needlework and Dressmaking Wanted

TernT1 , moor at lady’s house; distance no oljj-ct
j i. e®d I>r day, or 7s. per week. Aduress
-Lz: ' 16 Oornwall-etreet. Pimlico.

MARBIED PEOPLE.—AnN enlarged Illustrated
by 7', of Malthusian Appliances will be lot warded

Add.. urn on ratndpt of 2d. in stamps.—
“mss IHyiu, Chemist, 101 Parkdane, Leeds.

The Freethinker

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Yon. |. For Postal
Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains Articles on : Management of Infancy ;
Health; Longevity; The Teeth; brown Bread; Bread
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing;
bight; Holidays; etc. Also the cause and cure of
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black-
headsand Pimples; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds <
Cheat Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long
Worms; Tape Worms; Tholtcli; etc.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. Il. Ofthe Author,
for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

Containing Articles on: The Healing Power of
Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking;
1he Hair and its Management; Bleep arid Sleepless-
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants;
Advioe for the Thin; for the Stout; and on the
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria,
Bloodlesaness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. You. IlIl. Postfreefrom

"\ Awihor, for Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contains articles on: Health and Wealth; No
More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air, and
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children;
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting: Perfect
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic
Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc.
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, to Judge
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath3 Properly, to Grow
Tall, to Keep Warxh, | Live, to Live 100 Years, to
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and
Attractive. On the Cause and Curo of the following
Diseases; Stomaeh Troubles," Flatulence, Sleepiness,
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceous
Tumors or Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chil-
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking
Mercury, Epilepsy.

MEDICAL ESSAYS. VoL. Y. 'Postfreefrom
the Authorfor Postal Orderfor Is. 2d.

It contain«* Articles on: New Year Besolutions,
Prevention better than Cure, Health Savings] Banks,
Hardening, Bnbbiih, Work and Overwork, Sugar
and its Abuse, Macaroni, Salads, Wholemeal Cookery,
Porridge, Celeraio or Celery Root, Milk br Food,The
Tomato, Against Butter, Poultices, Quinine, Against
the Knife, Arsenical Poisoning, Tonics, Infant Mor-
tality, Against Stimulants in Disease, Stays and
their Substitutes, About Swallowing PinR and other
Artioles. also the Cause and Rational Cure of Sun-
stroke, Dog Bites, Pains in the Back, Pediculi or Lice,
Chicken-pox, Synovitis or Inflammation of the Joints,
Tonsilitis or Quinsy, Herpes! (Tetter or Shingles),
Erysipelas, Ulcer of the Stomach,Epidemic Influenza,
Sciatica, Psoriasis or English Leprosy. Appendix.

The Four Volumes, strongly and neatly bound,

for 5s. 6a.

HYGIENIC MEDICINE. An Eye-Opener to
Drug Takers. Postfreefrom the Authorfor
Postal Orderfor Is. Id.

Rheumatism j Its Cause and Cure. Post free 7d.
Consumption : Its Causeand Cure. Post free 7d.
Diet and Digestion. Post free 7d.
Three Pamphlets to Young Men.

free Is. Id.

All these bools (except Pamphlets to Young

Men) bound together In cloth in one volume.

Post free 8s. Gd

All'the above can be got from
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place,

Manchester Square, London, W.

Post

Hours of Consultation are—Morning from
10am. to 1p.m.; fee, 10s. Gd. Evening from 6
to 8 ; fee, 5s.

Patients visited in London for a fee of 10s. Gd.

Patients visitc-d in 1he country. Fee according
to distance and the time occupied in going and
returning.

Advice Given by post.

A Lie in Five Chapters
TITE REV. ITUGH PRICE HUGITES'S

CONVERTED ATHEIST

B%/ G. W. FOOTE

Should be circulated by Freethinkers who desire
to see this pious fraud exposed as widely as

Qriee 1d] possible. f?21 -eld

W. J. RencJlell's
“ WIFE'S_ FRIEND.”

Recommended by Airs. Besant in “ Law of Popula-
tion,” page 82, and Dr. Allbutt in “ Wife's Hand,
book,” page 51. Made solely by J. Pullen, 15 Chad-
well-stroet, Clerkenwoll: 2s. do*., post freo (reduction
in larger quantities;. For particulars send stampod
anvolope. Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. Gd. and 5s. 6d. Dr
Pftlfrev's Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Compound, Is. 2d.

Dr. Allbutt*» Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the M iAngel

MARRIAGE.—A German Widower, a tradesman,
1 with £200 a yoar from his business, and a little
money put by, wishes to marry. He wishes a vege-
tarian and Freethinker Young Lady to correspond.
Send photo (which will be returned) and full par-
ticulars to "Naturalised,” c/o Dr. T. R. AUinson, 4
Spanisluplace, Maiicboster-oquaro, London, W.
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For Indigestion, Liver Complaint &General Debility,

MOORE'S DIGESTIVE PILLS

ARE AN INVALUABLE MEDICINE.
The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest
aids to Digestion ever discovered «they will be found
to have a marvellous effect if taken as directed and
proEer attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist the digestion of food, stimu-
late the liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon
the whole system.

The Proprietor honestly recommends the above
remedy to all sufferers. Prepared only by

WILFRID HILL,

ThePharmacy, Coleshill, Warwickshire.
Price Is and 2s. per box; post free.

SEEDS.  SEEDS.  SEEDS.

Vegetable and Flower Seeds saved from choice
selected stocks. Everyone with a garden and every
market gardener should send for a Catalogue before
urchasing elsewhere. Special low quotations to
arge buyers. B. L. COLEMAN, Seed Merchant and
Grower, Sandwich, Kent.

RUBBER STAMPS.

Your Monogram to mark Linen or
Paper; two letters. Is.; three
letters, Is. 6d.; any Name, Is. 6d.
Box, Pad and Ink included. All
kinds of Stamps. Patterns free.
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N- IRETON
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street,
London. Agents wanted.

NATIONAL SECULAR HALL SOCIETY
[LIMITED.]

Ineorporated under 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 45, Act 1876 )
Chairman:
G. W. Foote, 14 Clerkenwell-green,
London, E.C.
Directors:

George A nderson, 35a Great George-street,

Westminster, 8.W.
W. Cooper, 112 Canonbury-road, N.
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
G. J. Holyoake, Eastern Lodge, Brighton.
W. H. Reynolds, Camplin House, New

Cross, S.E.
R. O. Smith, 81 Ridge-road, Hornsey, N,
T. P. Smith, 275 City-road, E.C.
G. Standring, 7 and 9 Finsbury-street, E.C.

Registered Office :
Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, London, E.C.
The Shares uro £1 each, payable as follows;—2s. Gd.
on application. 2s. 6d. on allotment, and m sub-
sequent calls of 2s. 6d. as may be found necessary,
with two months’ notice for each call.
General Object.

The Society, according to its Rules, has full powers
for the most extensive operations that may be pos-
sible in the future for the erection and maintenance
of Be cular Balls in London and in the Provinces.

On e of the Society’s Rnloa secures that no member
shall be eligiblo as a Director unless he is a member
of the National Secular Society.

Immuiiati Object.

The purchase of the Ilall of Science, 1420ld-street,
London. E.O., ami the conversion of the same into a
Qrst-class Secular Hall and Institute.

Write to the Secretaryfor Application Forms.

THE

FAMILY LIMIT

Is. 6d. per doz., post free.
For further Particulars sei.d stamped directed
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON. N.

rpO FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gontlewen

requiring Superior Gut Garments at moderate
prices.  First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed.—
b. Hampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle jstreet, W.
Three door« from Regent Street. iP*Ir@iBOd by
leading Freethinkers.]

'PHE Advertiser, for several years Manager of Mr.

Foroer’s publishing business, requires a similar
Situation in town or country. AddnssH. A Kemp,
c/o Mr. It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

"OEST Sheffield Hollow-ground RAZORS, for

Barbers an.i others; also Hollow-ground Barbeis*
and Ladies’ Scissors. Post free 2s. each, or two
3s. 9d. E. Daley, Oxford.road, Sheffield.

A BARGAIN.—Handsome 4ft. by 6 Spanish

Mahogany Dining Table, oval shape, extending
nine feet; telescope action, massive carved pedosfal,
and two extra leaves; price £5 5a.; must have cost
£10. Apply W. M., 28 jStonecutter-street.

QTANTON, tho People s Demist, 83> fitrun| (nppo-
& slto Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE,
2«. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Rest qu tlity, 4s.
each, upper or lower, £2, cowpletod in four hou e
whan required, repairing or alierations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they aro fancy
charge». Teeth on platinum 7s. Gd. each on J8a
gold 15a, stooping 2a. Gd., extraction Is.#painless by
gas, 5».
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STOCKTAK ING SALE

ENDS JANUARY 31st.

DON'T FORGET THE BARGAINS.

You will seldom have an opportunity of getting goods at such prices.

A FULL SET OF MR. BRADLAUGH'S WORKS

BOUND

IN HALF-CALF,

WILL BE GIVEN to the person sending the Largest Amount in Orders for the BRUNO CLOTH
(for Ladies’ Winter Dresses) between January 1st and February 28th, 1893, and one copy each of
“LABOR AND LAW?” and “ SPEECHES,” value 10s., to all others sending for 10 Dress Lengths

or more during the same time.

Send for Patterns (free) of the Bruno Cloth at once.

It can be had in 18 different colors,

and only requires to be shown among friends to secure orders easily.

10s. 6d. per Dress Length.
SMART, GOOD, AND CHEAP.

J W. GOTT,

FOOTE, G. W

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man.
An IOxhi netivo Answer to the Right Hon. W. E.
Gladstone s “ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture”

Bound in cioth

Is Socialism Sound?

with Annio Besant
Superior Edition, in cloth
Christianity and Secularism. Four Night's Public
Dobato with tho Rev. Dr. James McCann...
Superior Edition, in cloth
Darwin on God ...
Superior Edition, in cloth
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh
Infidel Death-Bads. Second Edition, much enlarged
Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth

Letters to the Clergy. First Series. 128pp.

Defence of Free Speech. Threo Hours' Address to tho
Jury before Lord Coleridge. With a Special Pre-
face and many Footnotes

Letters to Jesus Christ

Philosophy of Secularism

Atheism and Morality. Third edition

The Bible God

The Folly of Prayer

Christianity and Progress. Roply to Mr. Gladstone

Mrs Besant's Theosophy. A Candid Criticism.

Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs.
Bosant

The New Cagliostro.
Blavatsky

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop
Magee on tho Sermon on tho Mount

Salvation Syrup ; on, Light on Darkest England.
A Reply to General Booth. Second edition

Wliat Was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill

The Shadow of tho Sword. A Moral and Statistical
Essay on War...

Royal Paapers. Showing what Royalty does for the
People, and what tho People do for Royalty

Th* Dying Atheist. A Story

Vsus Insane ? A searching inquiry into the

mentar e”Adition of tho Prophet of Nazareth

Is the Bible Inspired? A Criticism on Lux Mundi

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist
A Lie in Five Chapters...

Four Nights’ Public Debate

An Opon Letter to Madame
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BRADFORD.

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents A Sermon on Summer; A Mad Sermon; A Sermon
on Sin; A Bishop in the Workhouse; A Christmas Sermon ;
Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’'s Sunday Diary ;
The Judge and the Devil; Satin and Michael; The First
Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at
Jericho ; A Baby God; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

Price Eightpence.

FREETHOUGHT "PUBLICATIONS.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being tho Sepher Toldoth Jeshu,
or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface and
Voluminous Notes by G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Paper covers,
6d. Superior edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Crimes of Christianity. Vol. I. Hundreds of exact Refer-
ences to Standard Authorities. No pains spared to make it a com-
plete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of Christianity.
Chattersi—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia ;
it, Monkery ; 4,<Pious Forgeries; 5, Plous Frauds; O, Rise of the
Papacy ; 7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews ; !), The
Crusades. Cloth gilt, 216pp., 2s. 6d.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

The Church of England Catechism Examined. By Joremy
Bentham. A trenchant analysis, in Bentham's best manner, showing
how the Catechism is calculated to make children hypocrites or fools,
if not worse. With a Biographical Preface by J. M. Wheeler. Is.

Free Will and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry concern-
ing Human Liberty. By Anthony Collins. First published in 1716.
Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations by G. AY. Foote, and a
Biographical Introduction by J. M, Wheeler. Taper covers, Is.
superior edition; on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

The Essence of Religion. God tho Imago of Man, Man's

Dependence upon Nature, the Last and Only Source of Religion. By
Ludwig Feuerbach. Is.

Pagan Mythology, or the Wisdom of the Ancients. By
Lord Bacon. Is.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume. With an

Introduction by G_W. Foote. This essay "Wes first published after
Hume’'s death.” It is not included in the ordinary editions of tho
Essays. Professor Huxley calls it “ A remarkable essay ” and “ a
model of clear and vigorous statement.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. An ar%ument against Free Will and
in favor of Moral Causation. By David Hume. 4d.

A Refutation of Deism. In a Dialogue. By Percy Byssho
Shelley. With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. 4d.

Life, Death, and Immortality. Two Essays, an Extract,
and aSonnet. By Percy Bysshe Shelley. 2d.

Darwin made Easy. By Dr. E. B. Aveling, Fellow of tho
London University. This is the best popular exposition of Darwin-
ism extant. Cloth, Is.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, at 28 Stonecutter-street,
London, E.C.



