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» SECULARISM AND C H R ISTIA N ITY .
Mn. Foote’s Reply to the R ey. W. E. Blomfield.

[The following; letter speaks for itself. It appeared in last 
Saturday’s Suffolk Chronicle, and will be of interest to many of 

( ¿ V . J  our readers.]
SIR,— A  friend has favored me with a copy of your last 
issue, containing a long report of the Rev. W . E. Blom- 
field’s sermon at Turret Green Chapel, apparently in reply 
to my lecture on “  Secularism superior to Christianity.”  
Mr. Blomfield declines to meet me in set debate, on the 
ground that I am not “  a reveren t  Freethinker,”  which is 
indeed true; but I observe that he does not really mind 
arguing with me, only he prefers to do it where I cannot 
answer him.
«- Mr. Blomfield finds the pulpit a safe place for what can 
hardly be called the courtesies of discussion. He refers to 
certain remarks of mine (I  presume) as “  petty jokes and 
witticisms fit only for the tap-room of a fourth-rate tavern.”  
I will not dispute the description. I defer to Mr. Blom- 
field’s superior knowledge of taverns and tap-rooms.

I notice Mr. Blomfield’s great parade of “  reverence.”  
I notice also that he speaks of Freethought arguments or 

l objections as "  short-sighted folly ”  and “  sheer nonsense.”
'■* I  judge, therefore, that “ reverence”  is not intended by

Mr. Blomfield to be reciprocal. He claims a monopoly of 
it for his own opinions.

I f  he would only take the trouble to think about the 
matter, it might occur to him that “ reverence”  is not, 
properly speaking, a preliminary but a result. Lot us have 
inquiry and discussion first and “ reverence”  afterwards. 
I f I find anything to revere I shall not need Mr. Blomfield’s 
admonitions. I revere truth, goodness, and heroism, 
though I cannot revere what I regard as false or absurd. 
“  Reverence ”  is often the demand that imposture makes on 
honesty and superstition on intelligence. Long faces are 
highly valued by the professors of mystery.
■ Mr. Blorofield did not hear iny lecture. Had he done so 
he would have found an answer to many of his questions. 
It is *'U very well to bid the Ipswich people to “  Beware of 
false rophets,”  but it is better to hear before condemning.

H ow much attention, Mr. Blomfield asks, am I to give to 
this world and how much to another? Just as much as 
they deserve. W e know a great deal about this world, 
and may learn more. There are plenty of guesses about 
another world, but no knowledge. It is easy to ask "  Is 
there a future life ? ”  but we must die to find out. Mean
while this life confronts us, with its hard duties and legiti
mate pleasures. It is our wisdom to make the best of it, 
on the rational belief that, if there should be a future life 
— which no one is in a position to affirm or deny— this must 
I »  the best preparation for it, whether our future be decided 
by evolution or by divine justice.

Mr. Blomfield’s arguments against Utility as the test of 
conduct were answered in my lecture. He says the prin
ciple is of difficult application. So are all principles in 
ii -¡cate cases; why else have Christian divines written so 
r r tons of casuistry ? In any case the Utilitarian prin- 
( t the only one which is honored in practice. Other 

'a do very well on Sunday, but they are cast aside 
ay. The only question asked by statesmen, county 

J, School Board members, or other public repre- 
• es, is “  W ill the proposal tend to benefit the people ?” 

can be debated and settled. “  Is it according to the 
i God ?”  is a question to set people by the ears and 

,i an endless quarrol.

0̂. 698.]

Mr. Blomfield says the fear of God saved poor Joseph, 
yet I dare say Potiphar’s wife was a religious woman. 
The will of God sanctions many crimes. It tells the Thug 
to kill travellers ; it told the Inquisition to torture and burn 
heretics; it told Catholics and Protestants to rack and 
slaughter witches; it told Christians and Mohammedans to 
fight each other on hundreds of bloody battle-fields ; it tells 
Christians now to keep up laws against liberty of thought. 
There never was a time when these things would not have • 
been denounced by Secularism as crimes against humanity.

Motives to morality do not come from religion. They 
come from our social sympathies. Preach to a tiger and 
he will eat you. Differ from a Torquemada and he will 
burn you. When one man wants another to help him, he 
docs not judge by the name of his sect, but by the glance of 
his eye and the lines of his mouth. Some men are born 
philanthropists, others are born criminals ; between these 
are multitudes in whom good and bad tendencies are 
variously mixed, and who may be made bettor or worse by 
education and environment. The l*4e Professor Clifford 
was an Atheist, and one of the gentlest, kindest, and ten- 
derest men that ever lived. Jay Gocld was a member of 
a Christian church and sometimes went round with the 
plate. He left twenty millions o f money, and not a penny 
to any charity or good cause. Lick, the Freethinker, built 
and endowed the great observatory which is one of the 
glories of America.

I do not propose to follow Mr. Blomfield in his excursion 
into ancient history. I will only remark that if he thinks 
there was any lack of “  religion ”  in the worst days of the 
Pagan world he is very much mistaken. Coming to more 
modern times, I decline to accept his present o f priests and 
popes who were “  atheistic.”  Whatever they were is a 
domestic question for the Christian Church. Nor need I 
discuss Luther’s “ fresh vision of God.”  l ie  was a great 
man, but a savage controversialist, who called his opponents 
asses, swine, foxes, geese, and foo ls ; which, I suppose, is 
worthy of the tap-room of a f ir s t-ra te  tavern. As to the 
“  awful collapse ”  of “  unbelieving Franco”  I do not know 
when it occurred. It was certainly not Franco that 
collapsed in the Revolution. The monarchy, the aristo
cracy, and the Church collapsed; but France inaugurated 
a new epoch of modern history.

With respect to prayer, on which Mr. Blomfield is very 
hazy, I would like to discriminate between its “ objective 
value ”  and its “  subjective benefits.”  Prayer as a means 
of inducing patience when you do not ge l what you ask 
for, is outside my province. I Ieavoit to the clergy. Prayer 
as a means of obtaining what you require is my concern, 
and I defy Mr. Blomfield to prove a single case. Yet if 
prayer is not answered objectively, the Secular principle 
holds the field that science is man’s only providence. I am 
aware that Christians employ doctors, insure their houses, 
and put lightning-conductors over their church steeples. 
They leave as little to God as possible. Mr. BlomGeld says 
this is quite right, and I agree with him ; but I will give 
him, if he cannot find them, twenty texts in support o f the 
honest old doctrine o f prayer from the New Testament.

Mr. Blomfield tells mo I do not understand the Bible. 
W ell, as I am not exactly a fool, the fault may be in the 
book. W hy was it not made plainer ? W hy did God 
w.'ite it so that thousands o f gentlemen get a fine living by- 
explaining it— in all sorts of different w ays? I am 
reminded that the Bible is not a handbook o f physical 
science. But did the Church think so when it imprisoned 
Galileo and made him swear that Hie earth did not go  
round the sun ? Mr. Blomfield says that “  Genesis gives
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an account of the origin of matter, and of life, and, finally, 
o f man, which science has not disproved, on the admission 
of her most eminent sons.”  ' The Bible is a handbook of 
science after all then! But what has science to do with 
the origin of matter ? The origin of life is still an open 
question. The origin of man is not an open question. 
Genesis gives us a piece o f m ythology; Darwin gave us 
the truth. Among the eminent sons of science who is 
greater than he ? Yet he has utterly exploded the Adam 
and Eve story. Darwin has left it on record that he rejected 
all revelation, and that for nearly forty years of his life he 
was a disbeliever in Christianity. He did subscribe to a 
Missionary Society that was attempting to reform South 
American savages, but he never subscribed a penny for 
the propagation of Christianity in England. I myself might 
think Christianity good for savages.

I f  I  understand Mr. Blomfield rightly, God was unable 
to teach the Jews any faster than he did, although he is 
both omnipotent and omniscient.. W ere I  to imitate Mr. 
Blomfield I  should call this “  sheer nonsense.”

In my lecture I stated that the Old Testament sanctioned 
slavery, and that there was not a word against it in the 
New Testament. Mr. Blomfield replies that “  the principles 
o f the New Testament sapped the foundations of that 
system.”  But let us deal with one question at a time. 
Let the reverend gentleman indicate the text which I say 
does not exist. As for the “  generous spirit ”  o f the Old 
Testament laws about slavery, am I to find it in the texts 
allowing the Jews to buy and sell the heathen, to enslave 
their own countrymen, to appropriate their children born 
in slavery, and to beat them to death providing they did 
not expire within forty-eight hours ?

M y point is not that the Jews held slaves. That was 
common in ancient times. I merely take objection to the 
doctrine that God laid down the slavery laws of the Old 
Testament.

- W ith regard to Jesus Christ, I am not aware that I have 
spoken of him as a “  trickster.”  Renan, however, whom Mr. 
Blomfield appears to admire, suggests that the raising of 
Lazarus was a performance arranged between him and 
Jesus. This is a line of criticism I have never attempted.
I  do not regard the New Testament miracles as actual 
occurrences, but as the products of Christian imagination.

Mr. Blomfield is angry with me for saying that the books 
of the Bible are mostly anonymous, yet he declares that 
“  their anonymity is little against them." I leave Mr. 
Blomfield to settle the point of fact with Christian writers 
like Canon Driver and Professor Bruce. With respect to 
the New Testament, I am told that my statement is "  pal
pably incorrect,”  But what are the facts ? With the 
exception of four of Paul’s epistles, and perhaps the first 
o f Peter, the whole o f the New Testament books are 
anonymous, in the sense that they were not written— as we 
have them— by the men whose names they bear, and that 
no one knows who did  write them. This is practically 
admitted by Christian scholars, and I am ready to maintain 
it in discussion with Mr. Blomfield.

Mr. Blomfield talks very freely, in conclusion, about the 
“ fruits”  of Christianity and Secularism. lie  even con
descends to personal comparisons, which I warn him are 
dangerous. H e compares Spurgeon with Bradlaugh. Well, 
the one swam with th6 stream, and the other against i t ; 
the one lived in the world’s smile, the other in the world’s 
frown ; the one enjoyed every comfort and many luxuries, 
the other was poor, worried, and harassed into his grave. 
Spurgeon was no doubt a good man, but Bradlaugh was 
the more heroic figure.

Jesus Christ said some good things. Among them was 
the injunction not to let one hand know the other’s charity. 
Mr. Blomfield disregards this. l ie  challenges Secularists 
to a comparison. H e asks where are our Secularist hos
pitals. W e do not believe in such things. Sectarianism in 
charity is a Christian vice. On the other hand, our party 
is comparatively small and poor, and Christian laws prevent 
our holding any trusts for Secularism. Still, we do attend 
to our own poor as well as we can. Our Benevolent Fund 
is always sufficient for the relief of those who apply in 
distress. W e cannot build “  almshouses,”  but “  Atheist 
widows ”  are not neglected. On the whole, however, we 
are not so loud as the Christians in praise of “  charity.”  
Much of it is very degrading. I f  we had justice in society 
there would be less for “  charity ”  to do.

It is obvious that Mr. Blomfield picks his fruits of 
Christianity with great discrimination. Is it logical to

select all you admire in Christian countries and attribute 
it to Christianity ? The same process would prove the 
excellence of Buddhism, Brahminism, and Mohammedanism. 
There are almshouses and hospitals in Christendom, but 
there are also workhouses, gin-palaces, brothels, and 
prisons. Drunkenness, prostitution, and gambling, are the 
special vices of Christian nations. It is Christian countries 
that build ironclads and make cannon, [gatling guns, deadly 
rifles, and terrible explosives. It is Christians who do most 
of the fighting on this planet.

Mr. Blomfield may or may not consider these things. I 
scarcely expect him to reply. l ie  prefers the “  humble, 
obedient heart ”  to the “  curious intellect.”  At any rate 
he preaches the preference to the young men of Ipswich. 
For my part, I hope they will reject the counsel. I  trust 
they will read, inquire, and think for themselves. Their 
“  intellect”  should have enough “  curiosity ”  to be satisfied 
as to the truth of what they are asked to believe.—

G. W . FOOTE.

T H E  ID E A L  C H R IS T .

A n y o n e  w ho w ill com pare the notions o f  Jesus held 
b y , say, R enan or Farrar, or indeed any tw o d if
ferent m inds, w ill find that the character is  m ainly an 
ideal one, d ep en d in g  la rge ly  on  the id iosyncrasy o f  
the holder. D u rin g  the palm y days o f  C hristianity 
the ideal C hrist was a m onkish ascetic. Jesus 
renounced his fam ily and lived  a life  o f  p overty  and 
ce libacy . This was the ideal o f  all the saints o f  the 
grea t C ath olic C hurch  ; and St. Francis o f  A ssissi, 
w ho w ent about preach ing as a barefooted  m endicant, 
was perhaps the best realiser o f the C hristian  ideal. 
T h is , how ever, is unsuited for the present age , and 
Jesus is transform ed from  a w andering b e g g a r  in to  a 
ph ilan thropic n ineteenth -contury  gentlem an.

Dr. M om erie, in  his article on “  R e l ig io n : Its  
F uture,”  in  the D ecem ber num ber o f  the Fortnightly  
Review , shows that a lthough  ho has g o t  rid  o f  alm ost 
the entirety o f  d ogm atic  th e o lo g y , he is still an 
id o la tor  o f  the ideal Jesus. H e says, for instance :

"  The New Testament, more often than not perhaps, 
misrepresents him. Even the first three gospels, as we have 
them, are quite untrustworthy. Nor do the MSS. help us 
much, for sometimes they support what we feel sure he did 
not say, and fail to support what wo feel sure he did say. 
There is but little authority for the story of his conversation 
with the woman taken in adultery, and yet we know instinc
tively that it is true. There is very strong authority for the 
cursing of the barren fig-tree, yet we know instinctively that 
it is false.”

W ith  sincere respect for D r. M om orio , w ho in  
com in g  out o f  the Church has g iven  a m uch-neoded 
exam ple o f  in tegrity  to his B road  Church brethren , I  
con sider this attitude entirely uncritical and unsound. 
F or what aro the facts ? T he g osp e l w riters, w hoever 
they w ere, m anifestly sou ght to exalt their hero. 
T hey  extol him  as a greater than S olom on , and 
describe him  as speak ing  as never man spake. In  the 
case o f  such evidently  partial b iographers it  m ig h t 
be a safe rule to adm it w hatever they unconsciously  
to ld  to his d isp aragem en t; as, for instance, cursing 
the fig -tree , and to reject any unsupported story that 
w ould  redound to  his cred it . B ut D r. M om erie 
reverses th is process, w hich  I  d o  not protend is an 
in fa llib le , bu t on ly  a com paratively  safe one. A lth ou g h  
the story o f the w om an taken in adultery (J oh n  vii. 
53 , v iii. 12) is w anting in all the earliest G reek 
m anuscripts, is  absent from  the Syriac, P osh ito , and 
G oth ic versions, and unm entioned b y  the earliost 
fa th e rs ; a lthough  tho w riter cannot have been  a 
Palestin ian  J ow  at all, for  the Talm ud m akes strangu
lation  and n ot ston ing the punishm ent for adultery ; 
a lthough  the story is  absurd on  the face o f  it , for tho 
scribes and Pharisees daro n ot allow  an adultross to 
escape, sim ply  because a teacher said, “  L e t him  that 
is w ithout sin am on g  you  first cast a ston e,”  a doctrine  
w hich  strikes at the roo t o f  all law — D r. M om erie  
in stin ctive ly  pronounces its truth because tho
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narrative con form s to  his ideal. F alstaff w ell says 
‘  in stin ct is a great m atter.”  D r. M om erie is a 
cr it ic , as F alstaff was a cow ard, b y  in stin ct. H e  
evolves a Jesus o f  his ow n  from  the same m aterial 
from  w hich  the Gorm an ph ilosopher evo lved  the 
cam el, his ow n inner consciousness. H e is  quite 
w elcom e, bu t he should not w rite as i f  this idea l had 
ob je ct iv e  reality  or h istorical value.

I  heartily  agree w ith  Dr. M om erie  that the first 
three gosp e ls  are qu ite untrustw orthy, and the fourth i 
even  m ore so. B ut for this very  reason I  u rge that j 
the attem pt to construct an h istorical Jesus is m ak in g  I 
a rope  o f  sand. W e  have no sufficient authentic 
m aterials. T o  m e the story o f  the cursing o f 
the fig -tree  is as unhistorical as that o f  the w om an 
taken  in adultery. T he cu rsin g  thaum aturgist is 
ju s t as false as the am iable A narch ist. T he latter is 
the later and better ideal. I t  is g o o d  that men 
should  have ideals, better that they should have 
w orthy  ones, and I  am quite sure the ideal o f Dr. 
M om erie  is a w orth ier one than any held b y  the g o s 
pellers. B ut he should frankly confess it  is an ideal 
and then it  w ou ld  be adm itted  to b e  beyon d  the 
range o f crit ic ism . J .  M . W h e e l e r .

M IS E R Y  IN  H E A V E N .

M u . S t . G e o r o e  M iv a r t  in form s us that there is an 
etern ity  o f happiness in  hell, and that “ the loss o f  
heaven  is an infinite loss.”  H e does n ot, how ever, 
define w hat he m eans b y  happiness, although he 
asserts that it  differs in  d egree , and that som e persons 
“  no m ore desire the supernatural state than fishes 
can desire to becom e b irds or oysters sigh  because 
th ey  are n ot butterflies.”  I f  hell ex ist, and it is  such 
a p lace as orth odox  Christians generally  describe it , 
w e fail to  understand how  it  is possib le  for any degree 
o f  happiness to be found there. B ut w hat o f heaven ? 
L e t us endeavor to  ascertain the nature and state o f 
affairs “  in  another p la ce ,”  as they say in  the H ouse 
o f  C om m ons. I f  the in form ation  g iv en  in  the B ib le  
con cern in g  heaven be  reliab le , m isery, n ot happinoss, 
is its ch ie f characteristic. T h ose , therefore, w ho 
prepared them selves for “  above ,”  exp ectin g  to find 
com fort and en joym ent, took  the w rong r o a d ; 
they should have g on e  “  be low ,”  where they w ould  
have a warm  reception , and a brilliant and prolon ged  
entertainm ent prepared for  them .

H appiness is understood  in  this w orld  as b e in g  
associated with agreeable sensations. I t  is not a 
th in g , but a state in  w hich  our wants are supplied  ; a 
con d ition  o f the m ind that is  in  possession o f  w hat it 
desiros. F e lic ity  expresses groat happiness, and bliss 
is its h ighest form . H appiness furtherm ore im plies 
an absence o f con flictin g  influences. I t  depends on 
con d ition s , w hich  o f  course vary  w ith individuals. 
A  clow n  and a ph ilosopher m ay be  both  equally 
satisfied, bu t they cannot bo equally  happy when 
surroundod b y  the same conditions. H appiness, 
great or sm all, can bo  secured on ly  b y  experiences 
con gen ia l to the tastes o f  ind iv iduals, and w hich  meet 
the requirem ents o f  their varied  capacities for en joy 
m ent. A n  “ e te rn ity ”  o f  happinoss, that can on ly  mean 
a continuous stato o f  jo y . T he com m on con cep tion  o f 
etern ity, “  sw allow in g  up tim o,”  or “  w hen tim e shall 
bo  no m ore,”  is on ly  sym bolica l. A p p ly in g  otornity 
to a future state is liko speaking o f  a rope  w ith one 
end cu t oiF. E tern ity  is noithor futuro nor past. I t  
cannot b eg in  after the one or b e fore  the o th e r ; hence 
entering on  an eternal future is in con ce ivab le  to the 
hum an m ind.

N ow  d o  heaven and its arrangem ents, as dep icted  
and recorded  in the B ib le , com ply  w ith  the require
m ents necessary to happiness ? In  the first place, it 
seem s paradoxical to  speak, as som e th eolog ians do , 
o f  the happiness o f  heaven, and at the samo tim e to 
assort that the sonsos th rou gh  w hich all sensations

enter are n ot present. T hey  speak o f  im m aterial 
souls en joy in g  bliss, w hich  is as unphilosoph ical as 
it  w ould  be to talk  o f  d isso lv in g  m oonshine or carv ing  
a shadow . A ttr ib u tin g  agreeable sensations to , a 
soul w ithout senses is as grotesque as ascrib in g  tho 
darkness o f  the M iddle A g e s  to  the result o f  the 
P o p e ’ s uncork ing  bottles o f  E gyptian  darkness. T o  
experience any sort o f  happiness necessitates our 
possessing senses that enables us to feel, see, and 
understand. Im m aterial souls can en joy  on ly  im 
m aterial happiness, and it  is quite im m aterial to us 
w hether wo experience such en joym ent or n ot, for it 
cou ld  m ake no material d ifference to such souls as we 
are supposed now  to possess.

Jesus, in  speak ing  o f  ch ildren , said, “  O f such is  
the k in gd om  o f  heaven.”  W e  cannot, h ow ever, 
im agine a ch ild  b e in g  happy w ithout his toys o r e v e n  
w ith  always having the same. F ancy a b o y  w ithout 
his top , or a g ir l w ith no d o ll— w here w ould  b e  their 
happiness f I s  it not also a fact that ch ildren  b eg in  
to w onder w h y they d o  n ot continue to  adm ire their 
old  sources o f  en joym ent w hen they have acquired 
tastes for new ones ? I t  is sim ilar with ch ildren  o f 
larger g row th , w hose happiness consists greatly  in 
ch ange o f  scenes and occupation . L iterature is  the 
heaven o f  som e m in d s ; bu t the m ost devou t student 
look s  out for new  book s. T o  be  com pelled  to read 
the same for ever w ould  not be  the happiest occupa
tion . E veryth in g  is m utable, changes are in term inable 
through  all nature, absolute quietude is unknow n, 
and w ithout constant ch ange life  itse lf w ou ld  ceaso 
to  be. T h ese  essentials to  the happiness o f  existence 
are n ot to  be found in  heaven, and therefore to 
intellectual persons it  w ou ld  be a p lace o f  m isery.

W e  are n ot now  d ea lin g  w ith  the questions 
w hether there is  a heaven or not, or  i f  there is where 
it  is located . These are n o  d ou b t im portant points, 
bu t our present ob je ct  is to  ascertain w hether the 
C hristian ’ s heaven, as described  in  the B ib le , is 
an abode o f  happiness or o f m isery. I t  m ay b e  
urged  that the lan gu age o f  the Scriptures upon the 
question  o f  heaven is figurative, w hich  w e d o  n ot 
d e n y ; but w hat is it  figurative o f ? L an gu age  should 
m ake tho subjects to w hich  it  rofers clear to  tho 
reader, and n ot obscure their m oan ing. C hrist on 
several occasions refers to the k in gd om  o f  heaven in 
parables, but from  these w o obta in  very  little  
inform ation as to its real nature.

This is n ot at all surprising w hon wo are to ld  that 
he spoke in  parables, so that those w ho heard him 
should n ot understand. (M ark iv . 11. 12). It  is 
true that on  another occasion , Jesu s loca ted  heaven 
b y  say in g  that its k in gd om  was “  w ithin you ,”  bub 
this is as d ifficu lt to understand as tho parables are, 
since he also s ta te s : “  In  m y F ath er ’s house are
m any m ansions...............I  g o  to  prepare a p lace for
you .”  F or persons to g o t  these m ansions w ith in  
them  w ould  be  a greater perform ance than that 
o f  the whale sw allow ing J on ah  ! T h ere  is , how ever, 
one parable about heaven (L u k e  x v i. 19. 31 .) 
w hich  tolls us o f  “ a certain  b e g g a r ”  and o f  “ a 
certain  rich  m an,”  the one was in  heaven, and tho 
other in  hell, and b o th  w ore w ith in  hoaring, seeing, 
and speaking d istance o f  each other. F rom  heaven 
the rich  m an is  soon b e in g  torm ented  in  hell. N ow  
to think that anyone cou ld  bo  happy w hile con tem 
p latin g  such suffering w ould  bo  an outrage against 
our com m on hum anity. Such a horrib le hoavonly 
spectacle w ou ld  bo worse than a Spanish bu ll-figh t, 
or than bishops w arm ing their hands b e foro  the firos 
that consum ed the m artyrs o f  o ld . B rutal as thpso 
scenes were, thov lasted on ly  for  a tim e, wheroaa 
this heavenly  scene consists o f  ovorlasting  torture, 
w here all help  to lessen the cruelty  is den ied . I f  
any person  w ith  a spark o f  hum anity in his o r  her 
nature should g o t  in to  such a heaven, it is to be  
hoped that b linds w ill bo there that m ay be  draw n, 
for such sights are on ly fit for m onsters w ho d io
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on  tho gallow s, and w hose ex it from  earth was a 
b less in g  to  those left beh ind . T he C hristian ’s 
h eaven , as here described , must bo a place o f  m isery 
in deed  for every  lov in g  heart.

O ne great source o f  our happiness on earth is the 
lib erty  to select our com panions, to refrain from 
attending exh ibitions o f  torture, and to  b e  permittee 
to relieve the v ictim s o f  in justice and cruelty . T o  
be  shut up, therefore, in heaven w ith  those w ho can 
look  on others bein g  tortured in flames o f  fire an<i 
w ho w ill n o t or cannot relieve them  m ust be  a source 
o f  in describable  m isery. T h is parable receives con 
firm ation from  St. J oh n , w ho states (R ev . x iv . lOj 
that a certain person  " s h a ll  d rink  o f the w ine o f  the 
wrath o f  G od , which is poured out w ithout m ixture 
in to  the cup  o f  his in d ig n a tio n ; and he shall be 
torm ented w ith  fire and brim stone in the presence o f  
the v o ly  angels and in  the presence o f  the L am b.”  
A n d  this is the Christian’ s idea o f ultim ate happiness. 
W h en  a w ish is expressed to be w ith  Jesus and the 
angels, as it  frequently  is b y  orth odox  believers, they 
cannot understand the sights and experiences that 
are in  store for them . L e t us hope it  is true that 
" E y e  hath n ot seen n o r e a r  heard . . . the things 
w h ich  G od hath prepared for them that love  him .”  
M ilton  says, “  I t ’ s better to  reign  in hell, than to 
serve in h eaven ” ; but in our op in ion  it w ould be stil 
better to do neither. B oth  institutions deserve to be 
lost in  total ob liv ion , for the b e lie f in their existence 
is no factor in  the progress and elevation  o f  m ankind. 
H um anity w ould  have tw o evils  the less to overcom e 
i f  hell w ere to  cease from  trou b lin g , and i f  the 
preachers about heaven w ere to be  at rest.

Charles W atts.
(T o  be concluded.')

C H R IS T IA N IT Y  A N D  P E R S E C U T IO N .
(Spoken at Baskerville Hall, Dec. 11, 1803.)

F illing the p lace o f  M r. L ord , o f  N ottingham , 
am oDg others, I  poin ted  to this aspect o f  the teach ings 
o f  Jesus. C hristians, and som e w ho are n ot, poin t 
to  tho lo v in g , k in d , and m ercifu l character o f  Jesus. 
H o  is the pattern m an, a brillian t exam ple o f  a 
b en evolen t d isposition — an ideal specim en o f  what 
hum anity should b e . W ith  all due respect to  every
b o d y , I  deny  the truth o f  this position  in  its relation 
to  lib erty , to  freedom  o f  op in ion  and the righ ts  o f 
con scien ce .

I t  is  not necessary to  set him  dow n  as the m ost 
narrow -m inded  b ig o t  in  h istory , bu t on ly  to  show 
that the spirit o f  persecution , o f  exclu sive d ea lin g , 
can  be  b rou g h t hom o in  his ow n w ords to tho founder 
o f  tho faith.

H e starts his first batch  o f m issionaries w ith  "  H o 
that believeth  not shall be  dam ned ,”  and i f  any city  
should refuse them , they are to shako o ff  its dust 
from  their feet. M oreover, in  add ition  to this 
cerem on y  w hich  has m uch sign ifican ce  in  eastern 
countries, ho said tho fate o f  that c ity  w ould be 
sealed at tho day o f  ju d g m en t. A t  that day the 
sheep and goa ts  are to bo d iv id ed , but w hy the 
latter should be p lacod "  on tho le ft hand ”  is n ot 
clear, unless they becam e goats con trary  to tho wishes 
o f  their parents. T o  them  on  the lo ft, ho said, 
"  D epart ye  cursed in to  everlasting  fire ” — their 
d oom  is  “  eternal punishm ent.”

H en ce , refusing to be lieve  or listen, is p laced  
on  the same basis as n eg lectin g  tho hungry and 
naked. T he hair-sp litters and w ord-sp inners main
tain  that u n belie f in  this is v isited  on ly  as other 
u nbeliefs  in  other th ings. I f  wo refuse to  believe 
that the earth is round, w e should b e  con dem n ed  by 
ph ilosophers. T hat is n ot s o ; they on ly  condem n 
the op in ion , n ot tho person. T o  m ake the case 
parallel, it should be— l i e  that believeth  n ot that the 
m oon  alw ays presents tho same face to  the earth,

shall be  m oonstruck. I  have kn ow n  som e persons 
unable t® believe in  antipodes, or understand tho 
laws o f m otion , but it  never occurred to m e that 
for that reason they should be hurled from  the third 
storey , m uch less in to  a p it  o f  fire.

Jesus d id  n ot understand the first princip les o f 
thought, o f  be liev in g . H e said all th ings w ere pos
sib le to him that believeth , and seem s to have had a 
notion  that peop le  cou ld  believe an yth ing . H e  said , 
lov o  your en em ies ; bu t w hat d id  he do, even  w ith  
opponents not necessarily enem ies ? H e said anyone 
that denied him  on earth he w ould  deny before his 
Father in  heaven. H e cou ld  n ot have uttered any
th in g  m ore revengefu l i f  he had been  K in g  o f tho 
C ann iba ls; in short, he sent everybod y  to hell w ho 
d id  n ot agree w ith  him — he that is n ot for us is 
against us.

A n y b o d y  ashamed o f  him  hero in  this generation  
he w ould be  asham ed o f  w hen he g o t  in to pow er with 
his angels. B e in g  a p oor  man him self, he shut all 
rich  men out o f  his k in gdom . H e w ill b e  fairly 
puzzled when he has to deal with one o f  the b ishops 
o f  his ow n Church w ho has g o t  the b e lie f "  and the 
m oney to o .”

But b e in g  a carpenter, it is in con ceivab le  that ho 
should make the gate to heaven so narrow that few  
cou ld  find it , and many bo unable to g e t in  at it, i f  
he in tended  otherw ise. H e m ust have m eant som e
th in g  b y  his illustration con clu d in g  "  B ut those m ine 
enem ies that w ould not that I  should re ign  over them  
brin g  them hither and slay them  at m y feet.”  H e 
is reported  as saying that his m ission was to sot at 
variance every m em ber o f  the fam ily.

N either is there m uch ground  for  com pla in t o f his 
want (of success in  that d irection . Y e t  it  seem s a 
queer sort o f  lov e  and m ercy that spreads d iscord  
w herever it appears. S t. P au l seems to have caught 
the true spirit o f  his m aster, for he says, if  an angel 
from  heaven preach  any other g osp e l, let him be 
accursed.

There can b e  no d ou b t that this teach ing  lay at tho 
roo t o f  that m ovem ent w hich was carried on  by  firo, 
sw ord , and chains for centuries, till that F reeth ou gh t 
in  w h ich  w o g lo ry  to -d a y  arose and sham ed tho 
Christian w orld , and bid  it  stay its m urderous hand.

Charles C. Cattell.

SE C U LA R  P R IN C IP L E S  A N D  T H E O L O G Y : 
T IIE IR  E FFE C TS C O M PA R E D .

I t  has been asked, W hat has Secularism  done fo r  tho 
w orld  ? and the idea in volved  in the query  is, that, 
though Secularism  professes to be the one necessary 
in itial factor in  any perm anent salvation o f  society, it 
has hitherto produced no good  w orks to com pare w ith  
the charities o f  Christendom . Secularism , indeed, as 
an organised institution, is but a creation o f  the last 
half-century, and it w ou ld  bo absurd, even in  this age 
o f  rapid progress, to expect to see it rival its opponent 
in  beneficent w orks. A n d  still less w ill such rivalry 
be expected  w hen it is rem em bered that it is a funda
mental orth odox  doctrine that tho good  w orks o f  un 
believers are sins, and that it is a fatal offence fo r  the 
fa ith fu l ones to in any w ay render them  help in  such 
w orks. Secularism  m ay, indeed— and this is not by  
any means a trifle— claim  a total absenco o f tlioso 
m alevolent influences w h ich  have m arked the records 
o f theology  w ith  so m any h orrify in g  scenes ; and that 
its princip les are such that sim ilar scenes can never bo 
enacted under any circum stances b y  its fo llow ers. 
But it m ay be fa irly  cla im ed that, during evon  its b rie f 
existence, it has done im m ensely  m ore than C hris
tianity (taking it as tho best kn ow n  sample o f  theo
logical in fluence) achieved in  a sim ilar period  after its 
foundation , or, indeed, fo r  m any centuries afterwards. 
M ore useful and educational and charitable institutions 
have been founded  and endow ed by  Freethinkers and 
opponents o f  orth odoxy  during the last half-century 
than are know n  to have been fou n ded  by Christians 
fo r  m ore than a thousand years.
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A m on g  tlie m any large bequests b y  rich  m en w hich  
have distinguished the present century, the gifts o f 
Freethinkers have figured conspicuously . The founder 
o f  Girard College, in addition  to the G,000,000 dols. 
required for the establishm ent o f  that college, gave 
during his lifetim e and at his death 30,000 dols. to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, 20,000 dols. to the D eaf and 
D um b A sylum , 10,000 dols. to the Orphan A sylum , 
10,000 dols. to the Lancaster Schools, 10,000 dols. to 
provide fuel for  the Philadelphia poor, 10,000 dols. to 
aid distressed sea captains, 20,000 dols. to relieve poor 
Masons, 50,000 dols. for  c ity  im provem ents in P hila
delphia, and 300,000 dols. for  canals in  the State. 
W hen, in  1814, the Governm ent needed help, Girard at 
once advanced 5,000,000 d o ls . ; and w hen, in  1793 and 
1797, Philadelphia was afflicted w ith  the ye llow  fever, 
and but tw elve persons cou ld  be induced  to nurse the 
sick  and bu ry  the dead, Stephen Girard, the Free
thinker, was one o f  these.

James Sm ithson left 500,000 dols. to fou n d  tlio Insti
tution nam ed after h im  at W ashington. Peter Brigham  
gave 3,000,000 dols. to establish hospitals in  Boston. 
John R edm on gave 400,000 dols. to support free beds 
in  the Boston hospitals.

James L ick  gave 1,000,000 dols. to fou n d  an astro
nom ical observa tory ; W illiam  M cClure gave half a 
m illion  dollars to aid the w ork ing m en o f Indiana ;
A . T. T illey  gave 30,000 dols. to bu ild  a school at 
N ortham pton, Mass., for  the scientific training o f 
w om en  w ithout theology.

In  Glasgow, Scotland, the M itchell L ibrary was 
established at a cost o f £70,000 (350,000 d o ls ) by  a 
Freethinker ; and in the same city  M r. George B aiilie 
le ft £18,000 (90,000 dols.) to establish unsectarian 
schools, reading room s, etc.

M any other sim ilar acts cou ld  be nam ed, one o f them  
being  a bequest o f 50,000 dols. by  the late Mr. Bntland 
to the T oronto General Hospital.

But, i f  organised Secularism  is o f  such a recent 
grow th that it has not yet been able to exert its influence 
to the fu ll extent o f  its actual ram ifications throughout 
society, it m ay fa irly  be claim ed that the greatest 
portion  o f the best w ork  o f the w orld  lias been the 
direct result o f its principles. T he persecution o f 
G alileo, the m artyrdom  o f  Bruno, and the persecution 
and m artyrdom  o f hundreds o f other investigators and 
sceptics, are but the evidences o f tlio w ork ing o f those 
anti-tlieological princip les w hich  practically wore tlio 
fountain-heads o f Secularism , and o f the disastrous 
results to hum anity w h ich  w ould  have fo llow ed  had 
not Freethought finally asserted its influence in  op p o 
sition to theology.

It must be rem em bered that nearly all m odern  d is
coveries and inventions liavo been perfected by heretics 
in defiance o f  the m ost determ ined opposition  o f  the 
C hurch ; and that the hum ane treatment o f  crim inals 
in gaols, o f  lunatics in  asylum s, o f the sick  in  hospitals, 
and o f  the aged poor, has boon brought about by anti- 
Church influences after centuries o f horrors perpetrated 
under ecclesiastical control.

It is, indeed, or shou ld  be, w ith in  the k n ow ledge o f 
m any o f  the present generation, that after Christianity 
has had control o f  all such agencies for  near upon tw o 
thousand years, the treatment o f lunatics and crim inals, 
until very recent years, has been o f the m ost barbarous 
nature ; and has on ly  been reduced to som ewhat 
hum ane m ethods b y  the influence o f m ore c iv ilis in g  
secular forces— o f scientific know ledge, and o f an 
im proved  m oral tone resulting from  it.

But i f  Secularism , as an organisation, cannot lay 
claim  to having done a very great deal tow ards c iv ilis 
in g  the w orld , lot us ask, W hat has theology dono for it ?

T he w orld , at least in  historical times, has never been 
w ithout gods, though som e few  tribos have been blessed 
enough to get along w ithout ono. Ono instance was 
fou n d  on ly  last year by  the British and Foreign  B ible 
Bociety, the agents o f w hich , in translating the B iblo 
into one o f  the native languages o f A sia, fou n d  it im 
possible to get an equivalent for  “ G od .”  But, in the 
m ain, the gods o f  the ancient w orld  do not appear to 
have been excessively  savage. It has been reserved for 
the G od o f  Christendom  to set the w orld  an exam ple o f 
ferocious cruelty such as m ight be expected on ly  in the 
breast o f  a tiger.

For over a thousand years, w hen Christian theology 
reigned supreme in  Europe, the m inds o f men were 
crushed and history becam e alm ost a blank. The 
priests and ch iefs together destroyed society, and 
reduced the masses to slavery and beggary. A lm ost 
the on ly  literary w orks kn ow n  were the forgeries o f 
the m onks ; and w hen not drained b y  the Crusades and 
other wars on a large scale, the w h ole  continent was a 
scene o f the w ildest disorder, o f  the m ost bestial bru 
tality and licentiousness, o f v ice  and crim e unchecked, 
o f filth and pestilence, w ithout one w ord o f  restraint 
from  the leaders in  the saturnalia, the popes and the 
priests.

U nder theological influence in  Spain alone, during 
three centuries, the Inquisition  burnt alive over 32,000 
m en and w om en and tortured and im prisoned over 
300,000 m ore. M any o f these wrere horrib ly  tortured 
w ith  the m ost fiendish cruelty, and w ere often m u ti
lated. Torquem ada h im self in  seventeen years burnt 
over 10,000 heretics. W ith  a savage delight in  the 
destruction o f everything that cou ld  in  any w ay tell 
against the pow er o f  the gods, every book  at all lik e ly  
to be o f use to m ankind was ruthlessly burnt. A s 
Ingersoll says, w hen  the public executioner had a short 
breathing-spell from  his ordinary occupation, he was 
em ployed  in  burning books. The invaluable records 
o f h istory were falsified or destroyed because they 
were found to be inconsistent w ith  the supposed revela
tion  o f a m ythical deity, and their places filled w ith  
m isleading forgeries. The discoveries o f science were 
denounced as false, because they conflicted w ith  the 
teachings o f  a degrading and soul-destroying th e o lo g y ; 
and philosophers and scientists were im prisoned or 
exiled , tortured or m urdered, because they struck at 
the roots o f  a system the on ly  foundations o f  w h ich  
were ancient m yths, but w h ich  it was necessary to 
m aintain in  order to prop up the institutions o f a 
corrupt Church.

A n d  w hen, by  such means as these, theological in flu 
ence was suprem e in Europe, what was the cond ition  
o f things ? Ignorance, m isery and corruption w ere 
universal, and the priests were leaders in  every k ind  o f 
v ice and crim e. T he judges were as cruel as they were 
corrupt, and w ere unchecked b y  one w ord  from  priest 
or k ing. T he palaces o f k ing and prince and noble  
were dens o f  prostitution ; and w ere supported in  their 
wantonness and debauchery b y  the heartless extortions 
o f brutal tax-gatherers. The masses wore slaves. T he 
m en w ere forced  to labor at the beck  and call o f  nob le  
and bishop ; and w om en w ore fortunato w h o escaped 
the m ost barbarous ill-usage from  the same men. Both 
b y  the Church and by  the c iv il pow er the torture o f 
witnesses was com m only  practised ; and there was not 
the slightest security fo r  property or life  from  the 
avarico and vindictiveness o f  priest and noble.

T he w orld  was fu ll o f  theology— o f gods and ghosts, 
saints and angels, o f  bishops and martyrs, priests and 
nuns, o f  B ibles and creeds, relics and m iracles, o f  
anathemas and dispensations and stories o f heaven and 
h e l l ; but it was also fu ll o f  m isery and distress, v ice 
and crim e, o f fam ine and pestilence, war and m urder, 
o f  ignorance, and superstition, and mental death.

D id  theology help to raise hum anity out o f  this con 
dition  ? N o ! I f  ono th ing is certain, it is this : That 
all am eliorating influences have com e from  outside the 
Church through secular and hum anitarian agencies. 
B elief in gods has utterly fa iled , and m en are beg in 
n ing to find out, that i f  they are to bo saved, they 
them selves must w ork  out their ow n  salvation.

— Secular 'Thought. J. Sp e n c e r  E l l is .

A minister was once preaching about heaven, and, to show 
I the absurdity of Swedenborg’s ideas, drew a graphic picture 
of the Swedenborgian’s heaven, with its beautiful fields, fine 
horses, cows, and pretty women, when, in tho midst of this 
glowing description, ono of tho sisters went into raptures and 
shouted, “  Glory, glory, glory.”  This so disconcerted tho 
preacher that he paused, when an elder cried out to the 
shouter, “  Hold on there, sister, you’re shouting over tho 
wrong heaven.”
| A  missionary society last year sent 5,000.pairs of trousers 

to Burmah. The natives tied up the ends and used them to 
hold rations in,
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REMARKABLE FECUNDITY OF ANCIENT JEWESSES.

The enormous numbers of the Israelites who come out of 
Egypt (600,000 armed men, besides non-combatants) are 
not due to textual errors, because they are again and again 
reiterated, verified by repeated footings, and that in two 
complete censuses, besides agreeing with many of the 
representations in the story itself. Colenso showed that 
these numbers are not only incompatible with the account of 
the seventy persons who, only four generations before, had 
come into Egypt, but make the account of the Exodus 
incredible. To mobilise an army of 600,000 armed men in 
a single night is an incredible feat, even if we leave entirely 
out of account the women and children, the aged and infirm, 
the “  mixed multitude,”  and the “  flocks and herds.”  But 
supposing all this done and the whole company— numbering 
necessarily between two and three millions— provided with 
the tents we find them occupying immediately afterward, 
why should 600,000 armed men run away from Pharaoh, or 
cry out from fear of the detachment of troops sent in 
pursuit ? Why did an armed force ten times as numerous as 
the allied army of Waterloo need to submit to intolerable 
oppression ? How could the petty desert tribe of Amalekites 
hold them in check and for a time “ prevail ”  against them ?

Again the human millions are supported by manna in the 
“  waste, howling wilderness,” but what supported the great 
numbers of cattle and flocks and herds of which we hear 
repeatedly ? If the Israelites had these flocks and herds, 
why did they complain of having no flesh to eat and twice 
require a miracle to provide it ? If they did not have them, 
whence came the innumerable beasts for sacrifice, so carefully 
specified, and, the Passover lambs, for forty successive years 
required to be males but one year old ? Again, the male 
Levites of the first census were 22,000 ; thirty-eight years 
afterward, 23,000. But in Moses’s own generation there 
were only sixteen all told. These 23,000 Levites were 
substituted for 22,273 first-born males of all Israel. If we 
make the total male population only 900,000 (600,000 bore 
arm«) every mother in Israel must have then had at least 
forty-two male children.ACID DROPS.

Andrew MacRae, the Althorp murderer, in a letter to his 
brother Edward, says “ I am in God’s hands.”  He refers to 
his children, and exclaims, “  God bless and keep them all.” 
Of course he protests his innocence. Altogether the spectacle 
is extremely edifying, especially from a religious point of 
view. Andrew MacRae promises to make as good an end as 
other pious gentlemen who have passed through the hang
man’s hands to glory. ____

The London Star prints half a column of copy about 
Parson Curling’s persecution of Charles Penny, of Ilamble, 
near Southampton, who fourteen years ago married his 
deceased wife’s sister, by whom he has four children. Parson 
CurliDg says they are living in sin, and wants them to 
separate. This is all very fine for the parson, but what 
about the children ? Charles Penny seems cut up by the 
vicar’s action. "Wo advise him to tell the vicar to go to 
Hades. It is a pity to worry so much about a foolish fanatic.

The Rev. Dr. McGregor says “ the Scottish church services 
are growing brighter and the prayers shorter.”  It must be 
a great relief to the Almighty.

A Scottish Sunday-scholar, beiDg asked what places were 
destroyed by fire and brimstone, replied “  The cities of Sodom 
and Balmoral.”

Jesu3 Chri&t taught that those who are smitten on ono 
cheek to offer the other for the same treatment. But his 
disciple, the Rev. C. A. Talbot, rector of Church Eaton, 
Staffordshire, is of a different opinion. He advocates boxing 
for boys, as it would enable them to take care of themselves, 
and to take a licking without showing spite.

C. A . Talbot, he
Says they didn’t know everything down in Judee.

Jay Gould will stand a poor chance on the morning of the 
resurrection. His mausoleum consists of granite slabs
82 feet long, each weighing 15 tons. The whole affair 
weighs 300 tons, and rests on a solid concrete foundation

8 feet thick. The Yankee millionaire will have a job to lift 
up that lot when Gabriel blows his trumpet.

Christopher Crayon, in the Christian World, says— “  I 
remember as a young man writing an article denouncing the 
imprisonment of George Jacob Holyoake for blasphemy. I 
published it in fear and trembling ; it seemed to me a very 
bold thing to do. Now such an article would be deemed 
commonplace, and a man may express his opinions on reli
gious matters without ranning the risk of being sent to gaol.”

You are mistaken, Mr. Christopher Crayon. It is not ten 
years ago since Mr. Foote went to gaol for blasphemy, and 
his sentence was twice as long as Mr. Holyoake’s. There is 
no security for Freethinkers until the Blasphemy Laws are 
utterly abolished. We invite you also to consider the Ports
mouth case. What do you think of the state of religious 
liberty in England when the simple words “ discussion 
invited ”  on a Sunday lecture bill rouses the wrath of the 
bigots, and makes them fly to an old Act which virtually 
puts Freethought meeting-places in the same category with 
riotous public-houses and brothels ? It appears to us, Mr. 
Christopher Crayon, that you are shouting before the wood is 
anything like cleared. ____ _

The Liberal press in Germany is at loggerheads with the 
Government on the question of religious education. The 
Minister of Public Worship and Instruction has decided that 
the children of “  Dissidents ”  can be compelled to attend 
public religious instruction, and their parents can be fined 
and imprisoned for not sending them. This is a direct viola
tion of the spirit of the law, and there will be a rumpu3 in 
Germany if the Government persists in its bigoted course.

Christian education of the young is the surest support of 
despotism. This is apparent to Emperor William and his 
advisers. It should be no less apparent to Liberals in every 
part of Christendom. Altars and thrones are in a natural 
alliance against the people. _

Spurgeon’s “  Life ”  seems a long way off from being 
written. Mrs. Spurgeon says she has “ a great wealth of 
material,”  but she is waiting for “ aclear indication of the 
will of the Lord as to the person or persons whom he has 
qualified for the important work.”  What a lot these pious 
people do think of themselves.

The professors of mystery are concocting a new book. It 
is to be called “  Christ and Criticism,”  and to be written by 
Nonconformists, we presume as a rival to Lux, Mundi. Poor 
J. C. 1 Ho is really to be pitied. The black gentry won’ t 
leave him alone, though he has been dead nearly two thou
sand years. They’ll make the last penny out of him they 
can. How they must laugh in their sleeves at the fine way 
in which they all live on that poor Galiloan carpenter.

“  Ex-Salvationist ”  writes to tho Times o f  India, tolling of 
the deplorable condition of tho Salvation Army officers sent 
out to convert India. “  Often a largo list of sick officers has 
been prepared to send to England, and tho presiding officer 
ordered it to be cut down to a dozen or so, saying it would 
never do to send such a long list to England. I have known 
officers week after week, in answer to the question, “  Have you 
had enough fo o d ? ”  to answer “ No,”  and no notice what
ever was taken of it. I havo known European girls to 
go to bed night after night crying with hunger. I myself 
have, after lying sick in bed, or rather on tho floor all 
day, had to go from door to door begging from tho heathen 
for food. Headquarters know about this. Why did they not 
givo me food ? I resigned only after the chief officer 
informed mo that he could not givo my sick wife a good diet 
ordered by three doctors.”  Ho says further that “  a staff 
officer’s wife and infant child were compelled to sleep 
on a chuuam floor, where they nearly died, while Miss Booth 
was travelling around South India with a large party of 
officers.”  _____

At Croydon, the bandmaster and sergeant-major of tho 
Salvation Army, havo been convicted and fined for assault. 
A feature of the case commented on by the magistrates, 
was the manner in which the Army people gavo their 
evidence, for according to their statements, no violence was 
used, whereas, as a matter of fact, the magistrates were con-
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vinced to the contrary. The Army seem3 to develop an 
esprit cle corps rather than a spirit of truth.

Dr. Gritton, who has for many years rnn the Lord’s 
Day Rest Association, and has for more than forty years 
been a Church of England clergyman, has received baptism 
by immersion at the hands of Dr. J. A. Spurgeon, at West 
Croydon Baptist Church.

In Western Australia last year, 217,000 sheep perished for 
want of water. Tho Lamb of God had no providence over 
these flocks.

Parker is continually harping on the iniquity of the 
Liberator directors. He dropped £1,000 through the concern, 
He ought to thank them for making his entrance to heaven 
so much the easier. ____

Dr. Parker has been writing some made stuff in the London 
Echo. Had he sent it in anonymously it would have gone 
into the waste basket. Much of it is a colloquy with his 
“  Eye.”  Dr. Parker has a great deal of that article, but it is 
generally spelt “  I.”  ____

It appears from the Honghong Telegraph that the mis
sionaries in China rely on sympathy and aid from Government 
officials at home rather than from those in China, who know 
them too well. At Kienyang the missionaries got into trouble 
with the natives, and applied for redress to Mr. Phillips, the 
British Consul at Foochow. Instead of embroiling himself 
with the Chinese, Mr. Phillips snubbed the Christian “  joss- 
men,”  who telegraphed to headquarters, and, much to every
body’s surprise, her Majesty’s gunboat “  Rattler ”  was 
dispatched to Foochow, the Consul being surprised by the 
ship’s arrival and the commandant astonished to find nobody 
expected him. These accidents serve to show how the men 
of God are doing their best to foment a feud with the Chinese,

The sedate Chinese are not a drum-and-trumpet people, 
and are astonished and alarmed at the Salvation Army pro
pagating religion with bands and banners with the motto 
“ Blood and Fire.”  This confirms all they have heard of 
Christianity and its dissemination by a domineering race, 
whose gospel is always accompanied by gunpowder and gun
boats. English merchants, who wish only to do business 
with the natives, are of opinion that the missionaries are the 
curse of China. ____

The Chinese have an object lesson of the beneficent cha
racter of Christianity before their eyes in the continual 
disputes between the Protestant and Catholic missionaries. 
The Chinan-Fu correspondent of the Hongkong Telegraph 
says both Catholics and Protestants are pressing forwards 
into all parts of the province, and there is danger of more or 
less collision if proselytising between them is encouraged.

A t tho early Christmas mass in St. Aloysius Church, Cin
cinnati, the Rev. Father Swalen shot himself dead with a 
revolver. The servico was suspended for some time, but was 
afterwards concluded. ____

“  Commodoro”  True, a negro of Hiawatha, Kan., who had 
killed a friend, as the lynchers’ noose was adjusted cried, 
“  Well, boys, I’ll meet you in heaven.”  And he was 
straightway jerked to Jesus.

Believers in the loving-kindness of an all-powerful Provi
dence should read tho account of the starving peasants wander
ing about in tho vain search for food during the famino in Fin
land, or simply peruse the number of accidents to children 
through frost and fog.

In California heavy floods have dono damage to the extent 
of a million dollars. The inhabitants fled, leaving their 
cattle to perish.

“  Old wives fables ”  was an expression of that misogynist 
Paul (1 Tim. iv. 7), but Mrs. H. A. Dugdale has a vigorous 
protest in the Liberator against its being used by Freethinkers. 
Referring to the expression, “  old women’s tales ”  being 
employed by Mr. Wallace Nelson, she says : “  This insult to 
“  old women ”  was launched in face of the facts that 
men made tho “  tales,”  that men crammed them into 
women’s minds, that men burned and otherwise physically

tortured women who refused to be so crammed ;' arid 
that not alone the men of the past, but the men of 
the present age are careful that their womenfolk shall 
continue to bo so crammed with the mind-deadening old 
men’s tales. They send their wives to the temple of 
“  tales,”  in order that they may appear respectable j 
and, from the same contemptible worship of men’ s opinions, 
they allow their defenceless children’s brains to be poisoned 
by those same silly old men’s tales.”

The Rev. W. R. Trench, of All Saints, Notting-hill, read 
as his Christmas Day sermon to his congregation the whole 
of a leading article from the paper W . Noble used to call the 
Timeserver. Probably it was at least as good as any matter 
he could have produced himself..

“  A Villager,”  writing “  Village Sketches ”  to the Daily 
News, tells how the village has been troubled by a minister 
who says there is no Devil. First he says the witches went. 
“  The rector says that there aren’ t any, and that the belief in 
them is just an old and exploded superstition ; but he read 
out himself one day a text about not suffering a witch to 
live. There’s the authority of the Bible, and we can’t feel 
quite comfortable about the complete disappearance of 
witches, though none of us have ever been personally 
acquainted with one. And we can’t see any reasan why they 
shouldn’t exist. A witch would be more comprehensible than 
the way messages go on the telegraph wires, if you come to 
think of it.”  ____

“  I alius knowed woodcock time had cum,”  once said a 
marsh farmer to a writer in the Daily News, “  when parson 
reads ‘ burning fiery furnace’ in church lesson.”  He was 
much more a sportsman than a theologian (adds the relater 
of this story) ; but he meant the morning lesson (old style) 
for the nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, which fell about 
woodcock time.

In the cathedral at Salzburg hangs a great lamp supposed 
to burn eternally, and interesting as a remnant of a very old 
custom which was essentially religious and at the same time 
practical, that of keeping an ever-burning flame. This great 
lamp has been found extinguished every morning much to 
the consternation of the worshippers, who got to regard it 
somewhat as the Parsees regard their sacred fire, a3 a symbol 
of God himself. It was supposed the attendant did not pour 
sufficient oil, and he was told he would be discharged, though 
he protested his innocence. The deacon, however, fearing to 
be unjust, one night remained in his confessional quite 
unobserved. At ten o’clock an enormous rat, running along 
the ceiling of the vault, crept cautiously down the rope by 
which the lamp is suspended, remained for some time feeding 
on the oil, and then retired the way he came. The mystery 
was thus explained, and the man kept his place.

Ritualism is either absorbing the Evangelical element in 
the High Church, or driving it to dissent. When it borders 
close on Romanism as at Lincoln Cathedral, it appears to 
tend to the advantage of Nonconformity. Lincoln was 
always considered true blue Church of England, but now the 
Nonconformists claim more than half the population, which 
exceeds 40,000. ____

The Religious Census of Canada shows 2,781,522 described 
as Protestants, 1,990,465 Roman Catholics, and 60,692 
Freethinkers, or those who refuse to be classified.

The Bishop of Manchester is sending to Nonconformist 
ministers a copy of his paper read at tho Church Congress on 
the religious education question in Victoria, where he alleges 
that secular education has led to a great increase in the 
number of criminals. Bishop Moorhouse fails to show any 
real connection between the two things. Even a religious 
paper like the Christian World asks him to reconcile “  the 
increase of crime with education in Australia with the 
decrease of crime along with the increase of education at 
home, and with the freedom of Wales from crime, where, to 
protect the Board schools from clerical influence, no religious 
teaching is given at all.”  __

Lord Gifford declared in his will that the trustees of the 
Gifford Lectureship might engage Atheists as well a* Theists 
to occupy the chair. But they show no sign of doing this, 
and probably never will. Christian alter Christian takes hLf
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fee, delivers his lectures, and makes room for another Chris
tian. The trust is a gigantic farce, as we thought it would 
be from the first. It is simply an agency for putting cash 
into orthodox pockets.

Anent the controversy on the little Board schoolboy dis
covered ly  Mr. Coxhead, who said that Joseph was Christ’s 
father, Mr. Headlam gives his own experience at a Bethnal 
Green infant school. He asked, “ Why do we keep Christmas 
Day ? Whose birthday is it ?”  and an infantile voice replied, 
“  God’s birthday, 8ir.” ____

Father Clarke, of the Jesuit mission in England, describes 
Mr. Mivart’s views as to happiness in hell, in the Nineteenth 
Century, as “  at variance with the teaching of the Church, 
and calculated to do immeasurable mischief to the souls of 
men.”  If Father Gf&rhB is right, Mr. St. George Mivart may 
himself have the Opportunity of experiencing how much 
happiness is p e r m its  ia ths infernal regions.

A  Catholic pilgrimage, headed by the Duke of Norfolk, 
will start for Eome oa St. Valentine’s Day, and spend from 
Feb. 17 to Feb. 28 in the Eternal City. Other pilgrimages 
are being got up from all parts of the Catholic world with 
the object of showing to the Italian government the devotion 
which still attaches to the old gentleman at the Vatican.

The Eev. H. E. Ilaweis writes in the Fortnightly on 
“  Ghosts and their Photos,”  in which he evidently believes. 
Perhaps ho will yet induce the Jerusalism ghost to sit before 
the camera. ____

In the Spanish provinces of Aragon, Murcia, and Estrema- 
dura some five hundred country school teachers have not 
received a cantabo of pay for the last two years, and in many 
cases can hardly keep body and soul together by begging on 
the public streets. The village priests of the same districts 
are still so fat that their cheeks can generally be seen from 
behind.

The newly discovered Revelation o f  Peter, proves that the 
early Christians had very material and superstitious notions 
of the Millennium. They looked forward to having plenty of 
the new wine of the kingdom promised by J. C. Papias, 
indeed, early in the second century, said on the authority of 
John, that Jesus promised that in the coming days vines 
should grow, each having 10,000 branches, each with 10,000 
twigs, each with 10,000 shoots, each one with 10,000 
clusters, and on every cluster 10,000 grapes, and every grape 
giving 25 metres or 21G gallons of wine, or enough to 
intoxicate all the inhabitants of the earth for tho spaco 
of thirty thousand million years.

This reminds us of a tale from the collieries, which has 
recently come to us from Lancashire, in a dialogue between a 
collier and his wife, which displajcd their ideas of the 
perfection of bliss. Husband (who has been fetched out of a 
public-house)— “  Bee thee, Mary, it’s a damned shame ez 
I cawn’t enjoy mysel’ loik t'other chaps. It’s Saturday neet; 
aw’ ve done me work, aw’ ve turn’d up moast of th’ brass to 
thee, an’ yet tha winna let me bide.”  Wife— “  Lot thee 
bide 1 Na, tha coom along, an’ look tha ! Tha wast drunk 
Wcnsd’y neet, tha wast drunk Thusd’y neet, tha wast drunk 
last neet, and thou’rt three-parts drunk now. What more 
dost tba want ? Dost want to be an Ilangel ? ”

Although the late B. A  Proctor pretty well settled its hash, 
talk about the Star of Bethlehem still occasionally turns up 
at Christmas time. The latest theory is that of Mr. J. II. 
Stockwell, who suggests in the Astronomical Journal that 
what the wise men look for “  His star in the east,”  was 
really a conjunction between Jupiter and Venus, which 
took place May 3, b o. 6. Well if the Magi did not know two 
planets from a new star they may have been called “  wise ”  in 
irony ; and just to fancy making the birth of the Son of God 
to follow on a conjunction between Jupiter and Venus.

We suggest that the theory of “  irony ”  has not yet been 
sufficiently worked by Christian advocates. The Bishop of 
Eipon gives, in the January Expositor, a hint that might bo 
carried much further. Ho suggests that when Jesus says : 
“ Make unto yourselves friends of the mammon of un
righteousness,”  the passage should be taken as ironical. 
Probably aho when Jesus said he would come again in

that generation, when he said, “  Ask and it shall be 
given you,”  and when he promised that his disciples should 
drink poison without being hurt, he was only ironical.

Canon Scott Holland preached to the Unemployed in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral on Sunday evening. Some persons reputed 
to bo Freethinkers took part in the farce. The preacher’» 
text was “  Jesus.”  It is amusing to read that nine officers 
and sixty constables were in attendance, besides another and 
stronger force drawn up in the crypt. Canon Scott Holland's 
sermon was wretched stuff—simply treacled sawdust, with a 
tincture of opium. ____

Just before Christmas a bottle was picked up off theVerlin 
Islands, containing a paper bearing the following words : 
"  Sailing ship Good Hope sprung a leak ; water gaining fast; 
God help us. Captain Forbes.”  God help u s Apparently 
God didn’t— as usual. A quantity of wreckage, supposed to
be that of the “  Good Hope,”  is floating off the islands.

The “  God strike me dead ”  yarn turns up from America in a 
new and possibly a true form. It is told by the Eev. D. C. 
Hardin, in the Baptist Gleaner, of Fulton, Kentucky. It 
appears that Mr. Hardin debated with Mr. Eemsburg, and 
concluded by turning to his opponent and challenging him to 
raise his right hand to heaven, with the Bible in his left, and 
say : “  O God, if this book is true, strike me dead here and 
now.”  Mr. Hardin raised his own right hand, and, with his 
Bible in his left, said : “  O God, if this book is not true, and 
did not come down from thee, strike me dead here and now.”  
Mr. Hardin is perfectly convinced that if Mr. Eemsburg had 
followed his performance "h e  would have been sent home a 
corpse,”  but as he also is living still, he probably has his 
version to give of the occurrence.

Tho Church party, meeting at Totnes, has been discussing 
Secular education and the spread of irreligion. One gentleman 
said the sight was very sad ; another said the whole world 
had altered. A sky-pilot regretted the abolition of the village 
stocks. The Conference closed with “  a vote of thanks ”  to 
somebody, and that was the total upshot. Totnes and the 
district would, no doubt, be a good soil for sowing Free- 
thought seed.

“  Colonel ”  Nichol, editor of the 1 Var Cry, would not have 
his child vaccinated. For this he was fined, and as he would 
not pay the penalty ho was taken to Pentonville Prison to do 
a week’s imprisonment. His “  comrades ”  at the Salvation 
Army head-quarters collected the money and paid the fine, 
and “  Colonel ”  Nichol was released. By this means the 
serious drama was turned into a farce. If “  Colonel ”  Nichol 
knew what his “  comrades ”  were doing, his was a very cheap 
martyrdom ; if he did not, they were guilty of a groat piece 
of impertinence.

A great change has come over the Pall Mall Gazette. It 
turned on a “  funny ”  man to report Mr. Frederic Harrison's 
New Year’s address to the Posiiivists. The man’s wit was 
peculiar. lie made a great deal of tho fact that the busts of 
Moses and Homer were bald. On leaving the hall his eyo 
caught tho words “ The Service of Man,”  and “  as I walked 
out,”  he says, "  I wondered what tho man’s name was.”  This 
profound and brilliant witticism ends the funny man’s report. 
He evidently thought it a superb climax— something to 
create a sensation in tho metropolis.

Tho Marquis of Queensberry sends us a friendly letter iu 
reference to our last week’s paragraph. He complains of 
being misrepresented by the newspaper report to which we 
referred. In his lecture at Birmingham he did not advocate 
polygamy at all. What he contended was that a legitimate 
concubinage would be an improvement on the illegitimate one 
that exists, and, as he thinks, must exist, under present con
ditions. We are not surprised to find that Lord Queensberry 
was misrepresented ; it is the common fate of those who 
criticise existing institutions. Oa the other baud, we should 
like to point out that while polygamy is a Bible doctrine, as 
we said last week, it is not so long since a Church of England 
clergyman published a volume in defence of concubinage as 
a practice authorised by the Christian Scriptures. Beyond 
this we do not propose to enter into the merits of tho question.
It is enough to put on record that tho Marquis of Queensberry 
has not been advocating polygamy.

►
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MR, FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS,

Sunday, Jan. 8, Secular Ilal], Humberslon-gate, Leicester: 
at 3, “  John Morley : Statesman, Writer, and Freethinker ”  ; at 
6.30, “  Tho Doom of the Gods.”

January 15 and 22, Hall of Sciouco; 29 and 30, Bristol. 
February 5, H ull; 12 and 19, Hall of Science ; 26, Grimsby. 
March 5, Liverpool; 12, Leeds; 19, Hall of Science; 26, 

Manchester.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Charles Watts’ Engagements. — Jan. 8, Hall of 
Science; 15 and 22, Birmingham; 28, Chester-Ie-Street; 29, 
South Shields; 30, North Shields; 31, Ebcliester. Feb. 2, 
lletton-lo-Hole ; 3, Blyth; 4, Bolden Colliery; 5, Newcastle- 
on-Tyno; 12, Liverpool; 19, Leicester; 26, Birmingham; 
28, Sheffield. March 1, 2, 3, Shr-ffield ; 5, Birmingham; 12, 
Hall of Science; 19, Bristol; 26, Glasgow; 27 and 28, 
Glasgow.—All communications for Mr. Watts shoul be sent 
direct to him (with stampod envelope for reply) at Basker- 
ville Hall, The Orescent, Birmingham.

E. P. S.—Thanks for card and good wishes.
J. Walters.— Wo don’ t intend to give the fellow any further 

notice. The wholo affair is monstrously ridiculous.
J. Saunders.— Wo approve your sentiments, but cannot find 

room for insertion.
0. E. Smith .—Always glad to receive your cuttings. Wo do 

not know tho lecturer you montion.
G. J. Dodson.—Our complimonts to Huddersfield friends.
W. H atchkii (Barnsley).— Mr. Foote cannot offer you a date 

at tho moment; ho will do so as soon as possiblo.
II. Bishop.—Thanks for your troublo.
R. Taylor.— Tho matter shall be seen to.
W. V. Kekble.—Quito right.
“  Freethinker ”  Sustentation Fund :—W. C. (Dorking), 

additional penny for thirteen weeks, Is. Id.
Orient (Liverpool).—Thanks for your appreciation of what 

you arogood onough to call our “  grand and noblo work.”
R. G. Lees.—Wo reciprocate your good wishes, and thank you 

for promises of support re Portsmouth.
J. W. Wittering.—Tho dato is booked.
0. Mksskr.—The N.S.S. Secretary will sond you your certifi

cate in duo course. Pleased to know you are dolightod with 
our double number, and that Froethouglit is spreading in 
your district.

O. Doeg.—Send tho Shilling Wcok subscription by Tuesday, 
and give thanks to tho Liverpool friends.

E. Gaze.—Mr. Footo is nearly himself again. A week’s holiday 
would put him in A 1 form.

S. G. Grant.— Wo recently wrotosomo paragraphs on Miillor’s 
Orplianago. Tho cutting you send us shows that it gotB well 
advertised.

Stanley Jones, who is in London until Feb. 8, would bo glad 
to make a few lecturing engagements in tho metropolitan 
district. Branch secretaries should communicate with him 
at once if tlioy can avail themselves of his services.

John Grange— Wo valuo your appreciation of our “ glorious 
twoponny worth,” and of Mr. Footo’s services as President of 
tho N.S.S. Wo also tako tho opportunity of expressing our 
recognition of tho good work you. have been doing in tho 
Bradford disrrict.

D. Bates.—Soo “  Acid Drops.”  Thanks for good wishes.
E. S.—You ask our opinion of tho passago. We nevor read 

groator notisonso. To criticise it fully would tako moro 
space than wo can afford.

E. E. P o r k .—Your nowsagont is talking nonsense, llo can 
obtain tho Almanack for you if ho chooses. Mr. Fordor, 
28 Stonocuttor-strcot, E.O., will send you a copy post free 
for 6d. By all means join tho N.S.S., and do so at onco.

W . Lamb.—Glad to hear from ono wo havo influenced, and to 
havo your opinion that our doublo number“  is splendid.”

G. Naewioer has rcsignod tho secretaryship of tho Hull 
Branch; tho now secretary is Mr. Davison, 1 Francis-strcct 
oast, Hull.

P. II. Echlin writes—“ Permit mo to congratulate you on 
your now year’s number. It is admirable. I bought 
sovoral copies which I sent away, and I adviso thoso who 
are on tho ‘ converting lay ’ to poita few copies to Christian 
acquaintances.”

Ron Mahon.—Sond tho elementary text books to tho Camber
well Branch, which has science classes, conducted by Mr. 
Ooppock. Address, 61 Now Church-road, Camberwell-road, 
London, S.E, It is good of you t<. make the offer.

Joseph B r o w n  acknowledges for N.B, Secular Federation : — 
Bedlington Branch 5s.; Mr. Robinson 2s. Mr. Brown 
congratulates us on our double-number and hopes wo shall 
isauo one every month. Wo intend to issue a special 
illustrated twoponny number the first woek in oich month, 
but wo cannot make it such a budget as tho new year’s 
double-numbor, tho cost of producing which was so great

that, oven with a larger sale than usual, we only just 
made both ends meet.

B. Margenson.—No doubt the meetings you refer to are doing 
good. Mr. Footo hopes to pay tho works a visit tho next 
time he is in the neighborhood.

H. Brewster.— Glad to hear you are so pleased with our new 
year’s number, and that you are lending it about as much as 
possible.

J. Baker.—We hope the ball will be kept rolling at Ipswich. 
Mr. Foote will come again by and bye.

G. Meadows.—Thanks for friendly letter. We hope to realise 
your good wishes.

J. Proctor.— If all were of your mind, and deed, the Shilling 
Week would bring enough to push on Freethought work 
gloriously.

J. F. Hampson.—We appreciate Mrs. Hampson’s good wishes. 
Every lady in our party is worth two men, at leaBt at 
prisent.

F. Margetson.—Pleased to hear that your conversion to 
Secularism has savod you many a pound.

D. Woodhouse.— Wo wish you also a happy and prosperous 
new year.

F. Ablard.—Folding the Freethinker before sending it to tho 
publisher would cost us at least £G0 a year, and wo cannot 
afford it. Wo may bo able to by and bye. The joke you 
send is an old ono. It appeared many years ago in ono of 
Mark Twain’s books.

G. Gooday.—We appreciate your efforts to help us and pro
mote tho causo.

J.'Close.—We aro moro dotormined than ever to “  uphold tho 
flag.”

J. G. Bartram.—Mr. Engstrom’s letter, being marked private, 
cannot bo printed or dealt with without his consent. At 
the same time, if hollas charges to make against Secularism, 
ho should mako them publicly' and take the responsibility. 
His ono case is no caso at all and is also vory ancient. 
We invito his attention to tho constant cases of clergymen 
who go wrong. Let him got out his own beam before ho 
searches for our mote.

R. Ford.—Tliero aro a few copies of the Double Number left. 
Order of Mr. Forder direct if your newsagent does not 
supply y’ ou.

A. Fagg.—Subscription copies will bosentasorderod. Thanks.
D. B. Sweetland.—You admirably express tho philosophy— 

or, as somo might call it, tho roligion—of Socularism. We 
share your estimate of Colonel Ingersoll. He is a grand 
man. Glad to hear you liko the Freethinker. Theology is 
perishing indeed when tho women begin to forsake it.

W. M. K n o x .—Send tho Bolfast list for Shilling Week by 
Tuesday'. Why aro you astonished at tho local press giving 
prominence to tho Theist’s argument and leaving out every
thing saliont in tho Agnostic’s speeches ? What did you 
expect, you sanguino man ?

J. M. Headley, nowsagont, 76 Goorge-stroot, Yarmouth, who 
supplies all Froethought literature, writes :—“ Tho current 
Freethinker is grand ; words cannot express my apprecia
tion.”

E. A nderson.—Tuesday 4 p.m. is loo late for insertion till 
noxt number.

J. Hooper.—Sorry to hear of your illnoBs, and hope 1893 will 
bo moro generous.

Humanitas.—Your letter is very welcome. Ploased to hear 
you say “  tho Doublo Number is cortainly ono of tho host 
twopennyworths that over came undor my notice.”  Wo 
should liko to hear a good report of Froothought in Dublin 
as well as in Belfast.

0. Siiufflkbotiiam.—Enclosure undor consideration. Wo 
shall keep Shilling Woek open till Tuosday noxt; all who 
sond up to Tuosday will bo in timo for next week’s 
Freethinker, Beyond that it is hardly advisable.

W. II.—Such appreciation is encouraging.
S. R. Stephenson.—Glad to hear you think our double-number 

so good as to order fivo extra copies.
L. V. Clifton.—Wo hope Mr. Staudring will havo good 

audiences at Wolverhampton this Sunday.
J. II. W iiitham .—(1) It would bo quite impossible for Mr. 

Footo to sit in the House of Commons and do justico to tho 
prosont requirements of tho National Socular Society; nor 
would ho spond fivo minutes or fivcponco in what is called 
“ nursing” a constituency. Ho lias a much larger consti
tuency, and a much moro real and definito one, than most 
members of parliament; it consists of thousands of think
ing, independent, and energetic men and women in all parts 
of tho country. (2) Social reasons would probably prevent 
some of tho persons you mention from becoming vice-presi
dents of tho N.S.S. As tho years roll by such reasons will 
lose their force.

F. Gib s o n .—Mr. Fordor has sent you tho Bible Handbook in 
cloth, containing all tho parts. Tho balance is put to 
Shilling Week.

F. Hall .(Great Ayton).— Parcel sent. Pleased to hear you 
liko Mr. Cattoll’s “ Conversations with Christians.”

Nottingham, Abordccn,Camberwell and Bristol lecture notices 
arrived last woek on Wednesday, too late of course for 
insertion.
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Gêobge Andebson.—Always glad to receive your cuttings.
J. ¡DaVies (Dundee) came across tlio Freethinker four years 

.ago through a friend. It has ever since been his weekly 
companion, and since the enlargement he has ordered three 
copies instead of one. This correspondent adds—“ Through 
Mr. Gott’s advertisement in the Freethinker, I  have sent him 
a few orders. The goods have given the greatest satisfac
tion ; in fact, the parties have told me they don’t understand 
how he can give such value for the money.”

Cobbespondence should reach us not later than Tuesday if a 
reply is desired in the current issue. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till the following week.

Fbiends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to «all our attention.

Papebs Received .—Der Lichtfreund—Boston Investigator— 
Open Court—Freidenker—Two Worlds—Der Arme Teufel 
■—Liberty—Liberator—Progressive Thinker—Flaming Sword 
—Sefcular Thought—Modern Thought—Twentieth Century— 
Fur Unsoro Jugend—Freethinker’s Magazine—Truthseeker 
— Western Figaro—Clarion—Church Reformer—Ironclad 
Age—Independent Pulpit—La Vérité Philosophique—Echo 
— Watts’s Literary Guide—Freedom—Cosmopolitan— S ta r - 
Morning Loader— Manchester Examiner and Times—South
wark Recorder—Printer’s Ink.

L itebaby communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
14 Clerkenwell-greon, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

I t being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will 
receive the number in a colored wrapper when their sub
scription expires.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the office, post 
free, at the following rates, prepaid :—Ono Yoar, 6s. 6d. ;

II df Year, 3 s. 3d. ; Three Months, Is. 7Jd.

SHILLING WEEK.

W e intended to print the names of “  Shilling Week ”  
subscribers in our next issue, but to save time we 
print this week all that have arrived up to Tuesday 
morning. It is a very good beginning, and we hope 
the stream will flow in at the same rate all the rest 
of the week. The fund will be kept open till next 
Tuesday morning. By that time we hope every 
reader of this journal who can possibly afford it will 
have contributed according to his means. If every
one does his part, sending a shilling if he cannot send 
more, we shall be able to pay over a handsome sum 
to the National Secular Society’s treasurer.

G . W . F o o t e .SUGAR PLUMS.
There was a great rush for our New Year’s double

number, and we disposed of a larger edition than we usually 
publish. Unfortunately, owing to disarrangement at the 
n)&ch,iner’Sj through to the holiday, the supply could not 
keep pace with the demand, and wo lost the sale of two or 
three thousand copies. Of course this is very galling, 
but we must bear it with Secular fortitude. Next time 
we issue a double-number we shall prepare for all con
tingencies. Meanwhile the extra sale, such as it was, should 
benefit our regular circulation.

Mr. Foote lectured at Wellington Hall, Portsmouth, on 
Sunday, according to,announcement. Mr. Scarrott took the 
chair at all three meetings. He and other of tho local 
“  saints ”  were spoiling for a fight. We regret to say 
they were disappointed. Mr. Foote was at the hall in the 
morning a half an hour before the lecture, so as to bo 
in readiness for anything that might occur, but everything 
passed.of! quietly. In the afternoon a well-known detective 
was seen ^outside the hall, but he did not come inside. This 
was the only' “ incident.”  The evening audience was crowded 
and full of enthusiasm.

W e had everything ready at Portsmouth, even to the 
extent of ample bail if the police should be foolish enough to 
arrest any one. They did not arrest any one ; in fact, they 
did nothing. Whether they intend to do anything is more 
than we can say. There is still time for them to take action

if they feel disposed. Some of the Portsmouth friends think 
the police may try to interfere when the platform is occupied 
by a less known lecturer. In any case the Branch will have 
the fullest support. Mr. Foote would rather be in the fight, 
if it occurs, in order to conduct it personally ; but his 
not being in it would not make the smallest difference 
in any other respect. It would be his duty, and certainly his 
disposition, to rally the Freethought party to the point 
of the enemy’s attack. And it wouldn’t need much rallying.

Fight or no fight at Portsmouth, the prompt action taken 
in this matter will satisfy the N.S.S. Branches that their 
rights are not to be tampered with lightly. Whoever attacks 
the liberties of one Branch will have to fight the whole 
Society, from its president down to the latest recruit. This 
is worth knowing by the Branches— and also by the bigots. 
Of course the Portsmouth Branch will go on as though nothing 
had occurred, except that the recent bother will probably 
stimulate the members’ enthusiasm.

Although last Sunday was New Year’s Day, when home 
parties are in season, Mr. Charles Watts had a good audience 
in the evening at the Hall of Science, London. The meeting 
was very enthusiastic. Mr. Watts made a strong appeal on 
behalf of the “  Shilling Week,”  which resulted in 104 shillings 
being subscribed. Mr. Watts lectures again at the Hall next 
Sunday morning and evening. At the lattor lecture the 
Marquis of Queensberry will preside, and Mrs. Watts will 
give a recital.

Mr, G. J. Holyoako sends us his latest photograph. It is 
a very fine one, taken by James Ball, 17 Regent-street, 
Waterloo-place, London, S.W. We intend to reproduce it in 
our special twopenny number, tho first week in February.

Mr. Holyoake writes as follows with respoct to our Shilling 
Week :— “  I enclose my shilling to your Shilling List. When 
I proposed a shilling subscription for Italian freedom in 1855 
it brought 9,000 shillings. Many will be glad if you are 
equally successful. I have heard some say they were glad of 
the proposal, since they did not like to make a small sub
scription to Secular funds, and a larger one than a shilling 
was beyond their means. I hope all that are of this way of. 
thinking will hear of the opportunity you now give them.”

We hope so too, and we trust they will make use of the 
opportunity. This number of the Freethinker will be in the 
hands of most of its readers before the close of Shilling 
Week. Mr. Holyoake’s letter should screw every one’ s 
courage to the sticking point. When an old veteran, who 
might well be taking his ease without troubling about such 
matters, comes to the front in this way, there is really no 
excuse for anyone who holds back.

This is a fair occasion for wishing our aged colleague—  
once, and still in many ways, our teacher— a happy New 
Year. In doing so we shall be expressing the wish of 
thousands of Freethinkers. It does one good to note the 
youthful fire in the veteran’s hoart, despite the snows of 
seventy-six winters on his reverend head.

A special fund has been started to give greater publicity 
to the Freethought lectures at the London Hall of Science. 
Good audiences meet there, especially on Sunday evenings, 
but there is room for more, and an effort will be made to fill 
the vacant seats, and thus to carry the message of Freethought 
into a larger circle of the people of London. Mammoth bills 
are to be posted on street hoardings, and other advertising 
methods resorted to, if tho fund permits. The following sub
scriptions have already been handed to us :— J. Laws, £1 . Is.; 
II. G. B., £1  ; S. R. Stephenson, 5 s .; D. Davies, 10s.; M. 
Mensbier, 5 s .; H. F. S., 10s.; G. Ward, ¿C l; Miss Robins, 
10s.; D. Woodhouse, 10s. Gd.

Wednesday evening, Dec. 28, was horribly foggy in 
London. It required some strength and courage to go 
any distance from home. The Conversazione at the Hall of 
Science was therefore less numerously attended than it 
would have been otherwise. For every person present 
there wore probably two or three kept away. About two 
hundred and fifty braved the weather, including a good 
many ladies, and all seemed to spend a very enjoyable 
evening. Miss Vance, Miss BrowD, Mrs. Standring, Mrs. 
Foote and other ladies served the guests with light

£
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refreshments ; occasional songs were rendered by Miss 
Edwards and Mr; Edwards, Mr. Harding, Mr. Pearce, and 
Mrs. Oaudwall, who was enthusiastically encored ; and Mr. 
Foote, besides a five-minutes’ address, gave a Shakesperean 
reading. Madame Saunders ably presided at the piano. The 
rest of the evening was spent in animated conversation.

The President’s “  At Home ”  is a new feature of Mr. E. 0. 
Smith’s suggestion. It was so much appreciated that another 
will be given as soon as the weather is more propitious. It 
affords Mr. Foote an opportunity of chatting with known and 
unknown friends, and members of the N.S.S. in general an 
opportunity of getting acquainted with the members of the 
Executive and with each other. Among the members of the 
Executive present on Dec. 28 were Messrs. Forder, Standring, 
Smith, Eeynolds, Eoger, and Samson.

Although we cannot follow Oomte in all his social recon
struction, we have a real sympathy with Positivism, and we 
are glad to notice that Mr. Frederic Harrison’s two addresses 
at Newton Hall, on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1, were so well attended. 
Mr. Harrison said some beautiful things which all Secularists 
would appreciate. By the way, Dr. Congreve has sent Mr. 
Foote a present of some of Comte’s books— in English— for 
the Hall of Science Library.____

Professor Huxley, says the Bookman, looks years younger 
since he changed his residence from London to Eastbourne. 
When he is not paying flying visits to town, he may be fre
quently found in his garden, having developed a great interest 
in horticulture.

Bristol Freethinkers— at any rate all of them who road this 
journal— are earnestly invited to join the local N.S.S. Branch. 
It has done excellent work during the past twelve months, 
and it will do still better in 1893 if adequately supported. 
The secretary’s address is— J. Keast, 32 Morgan-street, St. 
Paul’s, Bristol. Besides hearing from Freethinkers willing 
to join the Branch, ho will be very glad to receive parcels of 
Freethought literature for distribution among the “  heathen,” 
of whom there is a great multitude in the city, a long way off 
“  salvation.”

The Hull Branch has made capital progress under Mr. 
Naewiger’s secretaryship. Four years ago it was formed 
through an announcement in the Freethinker. Since then a 
great number of lectures have been delivered ; a debating class 
has been formed, which is turning out some good speakers; a 
fair library has been got together; a heavy loss, contracted 
two years ago, has been cleared off, and theie is now a 
reasonable balance in hand. Mr. Naewiger wants now to 
take a little rest. ____

Tho Nottingham Branch “  places entire confidence in Mr. 
Foote as President of tho N.S.8., and pledges itself to support 
him and the Portsmouth Branch in their struggle for liberty.”  
We hope the police will give the Nottingham Branch an 
opportunity of being as good as its word.— By the way, Mr. 
Sam Standring is to locture at Nottingham on Monday 
(Jan. 9), when we trust he will have a hearty reception.

Camberwell Secular Hall will to-day (Jan. 8) be the 
scene of a tea and enterta’nment on behalf of the funds 
of the London Secular Federation. The Camberwell Branch 
gives tho use of tho hall and takes all the trouble. We 
hope, therefore, its efforts will be appreciated, and that 
a goodly number of metropolitan Freethinkers, especially 
of those on the south side of tho Thames, will patronise the 
function. Tea is to bo served at 6 o’clock.

The N. E. Secular Federation’s annual social gathering 
was a great success. Owing to the trade depression there 
was a falling off in attendance from the country districts, 
but the Newcastle and Shields “ saints”  were present in 
force. About 150 sat down to tea. Mr. S. M. Peacock 
presided at the concert, at which several local artists gave 
their services. Mr. Joseph Brown, tho Federation secretary, 
says they will take a larger room and make a bigger affair 
of it next year. ___

The Eev. Stewart Headlam states, in the Church Reformer, 
that at last thero is a chance of some of the London Board 
School play grounds being open on Sunday. The Board has 
passed a resolution enabling the divisional members, under

certain restrictions, to deal with this matter. The ratepayers 
should write to their members urging that this be done.

DEBATE ON AGNOSTICISM IN BELFAST.

On December 22 last a debate took place.between Mr. J. H. 
Gilliland, of the Ulster Branch of the National Secular 
Society, and Mr. John Straiten, preacher, of the Church of 
Christ; Mr. Gilliland taking the affirmative of the proposition 
“ That Agnosticism is the true position regarding the 
Existence of God.”  The debate took place in the hall 
belonging to Mr. Straiton’s supporters, and the attendance of 
the public was very large, the holding capacity of the hall 
being taxed to its utmost limit.

In affirming the proposition Mr. Gilliland put forward an 
able and succint statement of the Agnostic position, showing 
how futile it was for man, with his limited capacities, to 
attempt to bring infinities into the range of personality; how 
nature was cruel to the individual and worked through 
evolutionary laws that precluded the idea of design and a 
designer as enunciated by the Paleyan school. All formulated 
ideas of God have been wanting in logical consistency, and 
showed evidence of being the result of man’s imagination. 
The God of the Bible, for instance, exhibiting caprice and 
and cruelty, revenge, injustice and tribal puniness, charac
teristics of the Jews forming prominent features of his 
nature.

Mr. Straiton opened in the negative with a flippant taunt 
at the confessed ignorance of Agnostics. A man who admits 
he is ignorant should sit reverently and learn, instead of 
attempting to teach. The God idea is universal; even the 
poor ignorant savage bows his head to something higher than 
himself. Thomas Paine was a believer in God. David Hume 
had stated that man’s imagination was really limited by his 
objective environment, so that he could not have evolved the 
idea of God without its being a reality, any more than he 
could imagine a sixth sense.

In his second speech Mr. Gilliland pointed out that man 
had again and again imagined things that had no objective 
reality— fairies, for instance; and it has since transpired that 
Mr. Straiton very carefully omitted to quote Hume fully, as 
the complete quotation would havo disproved his own case.

In two succeeding speeches the disputants warmly set up 
their respective cases, and the last speech fell to Mr. Straiton. 
In this, while he repudiated the wish to introduce fresh 
matter, the unscrupulous character of the Christian defender 
became plaiD. He repeatedly put words into his opponent’s 
mouth unuttered by him, and carefully avoided answering the 
most trenchant points urged by Mr. Gilliland. The attack 
on tho character of the God of the Bible he avoided entirely, 
allowing the case against poor Jehovah to go by default.

The debate was carried out in a friendly spirit; personality 
was only introduced in a small way by the Christian speaker, 
and it fell exceedingly flat. A  vote of thanks to the chairman, 
Mr. II. L, Thomas, a mutual friend of both parties, termi
nated the proceedings. A local magnate, Sir James Haslett, 
had consented to presido, but ho conveniently had another 
appointment. A  small charge for admission was made, the 
total amount of this being handed over to the Royal Hospital, 
Belfast, all tho expenses incurred being borne by tho respec
tive organisations. W. M. K nox.

OBITUARY.
I regret to announce the death of George Daly, member of 

tho Leyton Branch, who expired on Dec. 2G, after a long and 
painful illness. Almost his last request was for a Secular 
burial. Mr. F. Haslam attended and read the service.

Mrs. Annio Walker, also a member of tho Leyton Branch, 
died suddenly whilst preparing her Christmas dinner. The 
deceased lady and her family are well known to tho Secularists 
of the district, and at their request the Secular Burial Service 
was read by the undersigned. Mr. Rosetti also delivered a 
brief address, E. M. V anoe, Asst.-Sec.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO N.S.S.

Special Fund.— A. G. Lupton, 2s. Gd.; T. Bullock, 2s. 6d .; 
A. Tripp, £1 ; A. Marks, 10s. ; J. Chamberlain, 2s. Gd.

Benevolent Fund.— A. G. Lupton, 2s. 6 d .; A. Tripp, £1 ; 
Dr, Duncan, 10s ; J. Chamberlain, 2s. Gd.

E. M. V ance, assistant-scc,



36 The Freethinker, January 8, 1893

TOE ORIGIN OF EVIL.
(fbom the dutch of c. vosmaer.)

W ith bis hand in Lis beard 
Sat the lonely Jahveb,
And stroked his beard,

His eiernally-grey, old-Testamentary beard ;
And the Eternal One would hive died if he could,

Of weariness, for the Sabbath day 
Had come, and he might not—

See Deuteronomy fifth and verse fourteen—
Work on the Sabbath.
Beside bis feet, and leaning on his footstool 
The earth, was crouched the Fool of Heaven, Satan. 

He had exhausted all his quip3 
And all his cranks,
And even he himself was devilish weary.

Then said to him Jahveh : “  Art thou weary,
Like all the angels,

Whose spiritless, virtuous, long-drawn countenances, 
And tasteless hallelujahs,

Are fit to make me long for something sinful ?
Amuse me, rascal,
Or . . .  if thou’rt so proper,

By mine own self, thou shalt be made an angel 1”
At that the god of mockery shrieked 
And said to his master :
“  Lend me thy footstool, the earth,

And I will juggle before thee I”
“  Thou may’st,”  said Jahveh,

“  So that thou swear thou wilt not let it fall,
And give it honorably back.”

Then Satan took the earth and juggled featly
With sleight-of-hand, diabolically nimble.

Up his light arm the earth-ball spun and clambered, 
Ban ’round his neck and trembled down his left arm ; 

And he tossed it into the air,
Spun it whizzing,

Threw it beneath him,
Turned a sumersault,

And stopped it equipoised above its start-point,
And Jahveh laughed, until the evening came,

And the Sabbath was over.
Honorably Satan gave the earth back,

But since that day, alas 1 
All over it are visible the marks

Stained by his dirty fingers.
— Twentieth Centura.

MR. HALL CAINE ON CHRISTIANITY.

Mr. Hall Caine, the novelist, is writing a Life of Christ, 
or rather he has written it, but he wants to go to Palestine 
and live there for some time befoie publishing. What he 
will gain by living there is not very obvious. Perhaps the 
Holy Ghost will make another descent for Mr. Caine’s benefit.

Mr. Caine tells the Bev. D. P. McPherson that there is “  a 
great eraving for the human side of Jesus, the Elder Brother 
rather than the Man God.”  “ But,”  ho adds, “ I am fully 
convinced that it is the supernatural and not the human 
claim of Christ that has, and always will have, the great 
appeal for the world. Strip Christ of his divinity, and I do 
not see much chance for Christianity.”

Being asked by his interviewer what he thought of the 
prospects of “  the union of Christendom,”  Mr. Caine delivered 
himself as follows :

“  I do not know enough of the differences of belief in 
different denominations to judge of the possibilities of union. 
As one who has travelled in many countries and witnessed 
the effects of various faiths, it has often occurred to mo that 
the divisions of Christendom wero very mean and paltry. But 
then I have found Judaism as much divided, and Islamiam as 
foolishly broken up into sects. And sometimes, on coming 
out of a Mohammedan mosque or an Eastern synagogue, I 
have told myself that it was childish and pitiful and even 
monstrous that three families of odo faith should hate and 
persecute each other as they do. To me it hag been as easy 
to worship among the Jews as amoDg the Christians, and 
almost as easy among the Islamites as among either of the 
other two. I am prepared to hear that this is a bieadth that 
comes of narrowness. So be it. I think that any union 
which excludes the Jew and the Muslim must be only a half 
union of God's people. And I do not think that the Jew

would ever join hands with ihe Christian, even if the Chris
tian were to abandon belief in the divinity of Christ. The 
Muslim might, for his faith is wrapped up with no race 
feeling, and no sense of peculiar mission. As for the Catholic, 
I cannot conceive of his abating one jot of the supernaturalism 
of Christianity, and therefore I see no chance of his joining 
the Muslim, the Jew, or the ‘ broad Christian.’ In short, 
though personally I can see my way to stand apart from, and 
yet side by side with, all who profess faith in one God, and 
though it seems to me a strange waste of force that people 
who kneel to the same deity should fight among themselves 
about minor things, while their real enemy Unbelief is going 
practically unchallenged, I do not see much likelihood that 
the whole family of the worshippers of Jehovah will ever find 
a common standing ground,”

SH ILLIN G WEEK.
(W hen  no figures follow the name the amount is Is.)

Four Britons 4s., A. Guest, W. Clogg, E. M. Yanco, Annie 
Brown, C. Sliopherd, W. 0., J. Do Gruytcr, J. Haynes, J. 
Taylor, H. Stovenson, B. Margerison, A. It., T. S., E. S., J. H. S.,
E. Calvert, Oxford Working Man, Potestas, II. Brewster 2s., C. 
Quinton, A. Scopes 2s., Tutor 2s., W. Scottow, 0. G. II., J. 
Baker 5s., G. A. Meadows £1, T. Forgusori, J. Proctor £1, F. 
Gibson 3s., G. Ilampson, L. S. Hampson, A. F. Hampson, Mrs. 
Ilampson, C. Shufliebolbam 5s., A. Gadsden, W. II. 2s., W. 
Smith 5s., A. Itiley, S. R. Stephenson 2s., 0. Riddle, J. P. 
Adams 2s., A. Campbell 5a., J. G. Hobson, 0. H. Hall 2s., W. II. 
Spivoy, J. Netherwood 2a., W. Cliffo, W. Fodge, T. Stead, Ficld- 
aend, E. Moorbouso, R. Tabrum, A. Cross 4s., R. Baker, Anti- 
Ilumbng and Wife 2s., Mr. and Mrs. Towors 2s„ K. A. G. 3s., 
A. Alford, R. Morrow 2a., J. Mill 2a., Alpha la. 6d., W. Ilatcher, 
J. Browno 4a., A. Essox, G. F. F. 5s., S. Stauifer, R. Waller 2a., 
W. Smith, W. B. Jevons 5a., F. Yooman 5a., F. Simoni 2a. Gil., 
A. Ilochmutli, Bishop, Rich 2a., Newman, Steel, Mcgaskor, 
Adams, Simpson, Fairchild, Schofield, Friend, J. Grango 2a. Gd., 
II. Holland 2a. 2d., G. J. Ilolyoako 2a., A. J. II., Orient, L. It.,
G. 0. F„ J. M. Headley, J. Hooper, W. Parrot, J. Bland, J. 
Pembory 5s., S. Grant, J. Ecclos, Pepperbox Is. Gd., J. Abbott,
E. Gage, W. Taylor, A. Searlo, 0. Goodenough, Berks Tory 2s., 
It. Shaw 3a., R. Messer, R. Haigb, 0. W., Mr. and Mrs. Wilkin
son 2a., W. Lamb 5a., II. Gadd 5a., It. S. 2a., J. Seddon, J. Hay 
2a. Gd., J. Sutton, Mr. and Mrs. Gotl 2a., G. Gooday 5s., 0. B. R.,
F, Ablard, F. W., A. Beldharm, F. Clark, P. Cotroni 2s., A. 
Fagg 2a„ Amy, H. Fagg, F. Margetson, II. Shepherd, J. Gordon 
2s. Gd., It. Tavlor, Threo Chums, G. May, Mr. and Mrs. James 
2a., J. W. Griffiths, J. R. Griffiths, 1!. Shaw, B. Loo, E. Pope, 
E. T. and Q. Broflit 2s., J. IT. Maden, Matt Brown, Polly 
Robins, G. Ward, J. Itownoy 3a., W. J. A., W. T. Ilorberl 
Carter, Watson, W. Davoy, E. G. T., E. Chamberlain, W. Tozor* 
Mrs. Penny, Robertson, Fielding, Harris, Yidisho Freethinker 
2s., 0. Kingston, Miss Sargent, Weir, M. B. 2s., Liz and Arthur 
Hamilton 5s., W. Mooro, \V. Lcate, Com, Able 2s., Riley, Ryton,
C. Skinner, Turkington, J. Linkstead, A. Purcell, G. B., It. 
Judge, Surnmerbayos, T. Lewis, J. Grover, T. Fiold, J. Field, 
Gladding, Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. Pouldon 2s„ It. E. S., 
Lightowlor, W. J., C. Keif, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Edwards 2s., 
Mr. Miller 2a., Mr. Doorno. Handed to Mr. Walts without 
names, £2 4s. T. Almond, II. G. S. 5s., A. Charles and wifo2s., 
II. Good.

National Secular Society (Only).
J. II. Whitham, L. N. Clifton, J. Davies, W. C. Johnson. Por 

Mr. Fordor : W. Butchor 2s. Gd., Ramo, A Friend £1, J. Storry, 
Mr. Rac, Mrs. Rao, Miss Rae, Cantab, I). Young 2a. Od., Mrs. 
Young, “  D.”  2a., R. Davison 4s. Gd., J. West, J. Oookson Gs., 
J. K. Sykes, Wildflowor, J. Hart Ga. Gd., II. Ilorell, G. T., E. 
Clements, II. Abbott 2s., It. Ellis, E. Truolovo 2s,, J. Amos 
2s. Gd,, W. J. Dunham, W. Stuart 10s., R. II. Sido 3s., A. 0. 
Side, E. 1). Side, L. F. Sido, Mrs. E. D. Sido, A. A. Sido, Alico 
Side, Flora Side, Bertram Sido.

“ Freethinker” Sustentation Fund (Only).
J. I). Leggett 5s., J. Grimsliaw, J. H. Whitham, J. Unsworth 

2s., L. N. Clifton, F. Hall, J. Davies, llumauitas 5s., D. P. S. 
2a. Gd., A. W. Marks 3a. 5d., P. Condon, J. Chamborlain 4s. 4d., 
Cantab, It. Davison 4s. Gd., Y. E. Mallctt 12a. Od., J. Hart Gs. Od.,
T. Broary (Natal) 8s. I Id., P. Barber £1, J. Hume, J. Close 2s., 
W. C. Johnson.

HOW TO HELP US.
(1) Got your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

window.
(2) Got your newsagent to tako a few copies of tbo Freethinker

and try to sell thorn, guaranteeing to tako tlio copies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Tako an oxtra copy (or moro), and cireulato it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or got displayed, ono of our ooiitonls-ahoets, wbioh
aro of a convenient sizo for tho purpose. Mr. Fordor 
will send them on application.

(5) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the train,
the car, or the omnibus.
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DOWN WITH M EN!
According to the Woman’s Herald, a Female Suffragist in 

America spoke at a meeting as follows : “  Miss President, 
fellow women, and male trash generally,— I am here for the 
purpose of discussing woman’s rights, recussing her wrongs, 
and cussing the men. I believe women were created equal 
with man, although they are a little more equal now. As a 
success, man is a failure. I bless my stars my mother was a 
woman. They say man was created first. Well, suppose he 
was, ain’t first experiments always failures ? The only decent 
thing was a rib, and that went to make something better. 
They throw in our faces about Eve taking the apple, but I 
bet five dollars Adam hoisted her up the tree, and only gave 
her the core. What did he do when found out ? True to 
his masculine instincts, he slunk behind Eve, and said— ‘ It is 
not I, but she.’ Thus woman had to father everything, and 
mother it too. What we want is the ballot, and the ballot 
we mean to have if we let down our back hair, and swim in a 
sea of gore.”

INGERSOLL IN NEW YORK.
The Broadway Theatre was crowded from the gallery to 

the back of the stage last Sunday night to hear Colonel 
Ingersoll’s estimate of Voltaire. The orator spoke for two 
and a quarter hours, but no one thought it was half-past ten 
when he finished. It is very evident that Liberal sentiment 
is widely diffused among the people, for the lecture, as our 
readers know, bristles with criticism of Christianity and her 
priests, and when he flung his dart3 of sarcasm the building 
“  trembled with applause,”  as the Sun reporter felt it. The 
lecture was substantially as our readers have seen it, but the 
Colonel went outside his notes once or twice. An allusion 
which the audience thought referred to Dr. Parkhurst and 
like busybodies was a reference to the harshness of the clergy. 
"Y o u  have no idea,”  he said, “  how severe priests are. If 
you allowed all the priests and ministers of New York to 
form a legislature to make laws for York, where would you 
rather live— hero or in a well-regulated penitentiary ?” A 
roar of laughter showed that the audience understood the 
allusion. "  I would never think I had done my duty to a 
client,”  he went on, " i f  there was a clergymen on the jury. 
A  clergyman never thinks justice is done unless hell is raised 
with somebody.”  Mr. Moody’s description of his prayer on 
board the steamship "  Spree,”  when she was disabled and 
storm-tossed on the ocean, evoked from Colonel Ingersoll 
another remark that tickled his hearers hugely. "  Religion,” 
he said, “  is to most msn what a lifeboat is to a ship. The 
passengers leave lifeboats alone until a storm comes, and 
then they begin to think of them seriously, unless some man 
happens to be on board who is lucky at prayer.”  A  burst of 
laughter greeted this, and there were audible whispers of 
"M oody 1”  Mr. Ingersoll’s voice was in excellent shape, the 
hoarseness which somotimes troubled him having disappeared, 
and when, in telling of the agony of a tortured man, he 
lowered it almost to a whisper, he could be heard distinctly 
in the farthest prrt of the great theatre. The lecture and its 
delivery was a great treat to those who had the good fortune 
to be there.— Trulhseckcr.

THE EQUALITY- OF DEATH.

Tnn Hadji said : “  If o ’er my tomb 
Should grasses wave and roses bloom,
And if with tears the spot should be 
Sometimes bedewed for love of me,
My rest would be a blissful rest,
And I would count the Iladji blest.”

No roses deck the Hadji’s grave—
He sleeps beside a foreign wave—
And never woman’s eye grows dim 
In that strango land at thought of him ;
And yet, no doubt, the Hadji’s rest 
Is quite as sweet as if his breast 
Wore by a million roses prcst,
And woman made his grave her quest.

II. Z. S l’ENCEK.

Billy— << Does the Lord take the papers, ma ? ”  Mother—  
"K b , my child.”  Billy— “  Oh, I thought he didn’t, it takes 
our minister so long to tell him about things.”

LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Noticet of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, «nd 

be marked «  Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.']
¡Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance, 

LONDON.
Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30,

H. Snell, “  Tennyson and Modern Thought,” with recitals (2d. 
and 4d.); social after the lecture.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Eoman-road: 11.15, 
debating class; 7.30, C. Cohen, “  Charles Darwin”  (free). Mon- 
day at 9, C. Cohen’s science class (physical geography). Wednesday 
at 9, C. Cohen’s class on “  Spencer’s Ethics.” Thursday at 8 30, 
open discussion (free).

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 11, debating class, 
J. Hyn der, “ Land Nationalisation ” ; 6, tea and entertainmant.

East London—Swaby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End-road: 8, 
a lecture.

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street: 7, Mrs. Thorn
ton Smith, “  Materialism and Ethics.”

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, Charles Watts, 
“ The Church, the Labor Question,and Modern Progress” (free); 
6.30, musical selections and recital by Mrs. Charles Watts; 7, 
Charles Watts, “ Which is the Greater Light—Christ or Science ? 
—a Reply to the Bishop of Worcester” (3d.. 6d., and Is ) Wed
nesday at 8, H. Snell, “ The Program of Christianity” (free).

Hammersmitl)—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, C. J. Hunt, "  Gods: Ancient and Modern.”

Progressive Association, Penton Hall, 81 i’entonvilie-road : 7, 
P. R. Pratt (Fabian), “ Socialism Four Hundred Years Ago—a 
Page from the History of Perth ” (free); preceded by vocal and 
instrumental music.

Open-air P ropaoanka.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, J. Bowney will lecture.
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, Mr. St. John, “ Science 

and Miracles.”
COUNTRY.

Belfast—Crown Chambers, 64 Royal-avenue: 7, J. S. Herron, 
“  Evolution.”

Bradford—Unity Lodge Rooms, 65 Sunbridge-road: 6.30, 0, 
Trumper will lecture.

Bristol—Shepherd’s Ilall, Old Market-street: 2.30, J. Thatcher, 
“ Pasteurism” ; T. A. Williams to reply.

Chatham—Secular Hall, Queen's-road, New Brompton: 2.45, 
Sunday-school for children; 7, entertainment and dramatic
sketch.

Glasgow—City Hall Saloon: Annual Conversazione (ladies 
Is ed., gentlemen 2s. 6d., children Is.)

Hanley—Secular Hall, Jolin-street: 7, A Freethinker, “  A Plea 
for Total Abstinence ”

Heckmondwike—John Rothera’s Bottoms : 3, a meeting.
Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street: 7, Peter Millar, “ Is 

Christianity True ?”
Ipswich—Co-operative Hall (small room), Carr-street: 7, a

meeting.
Leeds—Crampton’s Temperance Hotel, Briggate: 7, readings 

and recitations.
Liverpool—Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street; 7, Mr. Berg- 

mann, B.Sc., “ Cosmic Evolution.”
Newcastle-on-Tyne — Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 7, Mr. 

Mitchell, “ Shakespeare.”
Nottingham—Secular Ilall, Beck-street.: 7, James Hooper, will 

lecture. Monday at 8, Sam Standring, “ Elijahon Mount Carmel.”
Plym outh— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth —Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea: 3,- 

mutual improvement class, Mr. Webb, “ The Origin and Forma
tion of the Solar System ; 7, a meeting.

Sheffield — Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: 7, Samuel 
Taylor, “ Are the Scriptures Inspired ?''

South Shields—Capt. Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street: 
a meeling.

Wolverhampton—Athenreum Assembly Room, Queen-street: 
Ham Standring, 11, “  IIow Paul Made Christianity " ;  3, “ Christ 
on the Labor Question” ; 7, “ The Folly of Prayer.”

L E C T U R E R S’ E N G A G E M E N T S.
T ouzeau P arris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W.—Jan. 8, Camberwell; 19, Hammersmith; 29, Hall of 
Science. Feb. 16, Hammersmith.

H. Snell,  8 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Jan. 8, Battersea; 11, 
Hall of Science ; 15, Libra Hall; 22, Camberwell. Feb. 12, Batter
sea; 19, Camberwell; 26, Libra Hall. March 12, Battersea ; 19, 
Camberwell; 20, Blacklieatli Liberal Club; 26, Libra Hall. 
April 2, Manchester.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Rotherhitlie, London, S.E. 
—Jan. 15, Battersea; 22, Leicester. Feb. 26, Camberwell.

0. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley-road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W-— 
Jan. 15, in., Battersea.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, E.—Jan. 
8, Libra Hall; 15, Portsmouth; 22, Hull; 23, Beverley; 25, Hall 
of Sc ence; 29, Chatham. Feb. 4, Birmingham; 5, m. and e., 
Birmingham ; a., Wolverhampton ; 12, m., Battersea; e., Libra 
Hall; 19 and 26, Edm mtoii. March 5, Libra Hall; 12, Manches
ter; 19, Edmonton; 26, Camberwell.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. — Jau. 8, 
9, 10, Glasgow; 14,1’ laistow Green; 15, Hyde Park; 18, Hall of 
Science. Feb. 5, Hall of Science; 8 and 9, Liverpool; 19, 20, 
21, Manchester. March 5, Sheffield; 10, Beverley; 13 and 14, 
Hull.
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J. G r e e v z -F is h e r , 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds__Jan. 15, Shipley.
S a m  S t a n d r in o ,. 2 Morton-street, O-on-M, Manchester__Jan. 9,

Nottingham} 10, Manchester; 22, Leeds.

COLLINS, ANTHONY
Free W ill and Necessity. A Philosophical Inquiry- 

concerning Human Liberty. First published in 
1715. Now reprinted with Preface and Annotations 
by G. W. Foote, and a Biographical Introduction 
by J. M. Wheeler ... ... ... ... 1 0

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 2 0

DIDEROT & D’HOLBACH
The Cede o f Nature ... ... .., ... 0 2

FEUERBACH, LUDWIG
The Essence o f Religion. God the Image of Man,

Man'a Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only 
Source of Religion

NEWMAN, CHARLES ROBERT
(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman.)

Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob
llolyoako and Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler 1 6

PAINE, THOMAS
The Age o f Reason. New edition, with Preface by

G. W. Foote ... ... ... ... ... 1 0
Miscellaneous Theological W orks... ... ... 1 0

Complete Theological Worlcs, bound in cloth ... 2 6
Rights o f Man. With a Political Biography by J. M.

Wheeler. Paper covers ... ... ... 1 0
Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... ... 2 0

SHELLEY
A Refutation o f Deism. In a Dialogue. With an

Introduction by G. W. Foote ... ... ... 0 4

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring
Christians. Complete, paper covers ... ... 1 4

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in doth 2 0 
Sold also in separate Parts as follows—

1. Bible Contradictions. The Contradictions are printed
in parallel columns ... ... ... ... 0 4

2. Bible Absurdities. All the chief Absurdities from
Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly 
arranged, with appropriate headlines, giving tho 
point of each absurdity in a sentenco ... ..." 0 4

3. Bible Atrocities. Containing all tho godly wicked
ness from Genesis to Rovelation. Each infamy has 
a separate headline for easy reference ... ... 0 4

4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies 0 4

G. W. FOOTE & J . M. WHEELER
1 0 The Jewish Life o f Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth 

Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With 
an Historical Prefaco and Voluminous Notes ... 0 6

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, bound in cloth 1 0 
Crimes o f Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216pp. 

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Autho
rities. No pains spared to make it a complete, 
trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of 
Christianity ... ... ... ... ... 2 G

HUME, DAVID
The M ortality o f the Soul. With an Introduction by 

G. W. Foote. This ossay was first published aftor 
Ilumo’s death. It is not included in tho ordinary 
editions of the Essays. Prof. Huxley calls it “ A 
remarkable ossay ” and “  a model of clear and 
vigorous statement ”  ... ... ... ... 0 2

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Freo
Will and in favor of Moral Causation ... ... 0 4

CHARM ING P R E S E N T S  FOR C HRI S TM  A S T I  DE.

HIBBOTT’S PURE WELSH CONFECTIONERY,
In  Fancy Satchets, of really delicious Mint Rock, Pino Applo Rock, Butter and noney Toffee, or 

Congress Mixtures. Only 3d. and 6d. each. Assorted if desired.
Four 3d. Satchots or two Gd. sent Post Free, Is. Send Postal Order at Onco.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
JO H N  W. H IB B O T T ,  Manufacturing Confectioner, Newtown, N. Wales.

L IS T  OF BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike of a Sex$ or, Woman on Strike against tho Male 
Sex for her « Magna Charter,”  the absolute ownership of her 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published ; 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexes. Should be read by every person. Post free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annie Bosant. 
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for the Young ; or, Seienco in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. 259pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free 
2s. 3d.

The Elements of Social Science. The moat complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience ; or Boming Bettor 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con. 
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population ; a Lecture delivered for the Sunday Lecturo 
Society, under the title «  The Law of Population : its Mean
ing and Menace.” 5 By John M. Robertson. Post free 2|d.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Foote, M.D. (u.s.a.) em
bracing medical common sense. 909pp., w ith 200 illustrations. 
C o n t e s t s  • Tha Causa, ProTention and Cnro of Disease—The Food wo 

Eat—Tho Liquida wo Drink—The Atmosphoro wo Live in—The Clothes we 
W ear—liad Habits of Children and Youth— Bad Habits of Manhood and 
o f Womanhood— Sexual Starvation— How to have Healthy Babies—Private 
Words to Men— History of Marriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every
day reference. Post free 6s.

Dr. Foote's Handbook of Health, comprising information of 
' the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 

post free Is. Id.
The Wife’s Handbook : now  a Woman should order horself 

during Pregnavcy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery • 
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necessary to be known by Married 
Women. By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2Jd.

The Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William Lant Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women. By A. Bosant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by O. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. n . Post froo 2d 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed’ 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married Life—Comfort or Misery ? A dialoguo and Bplondiil
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai. 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should be. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alico
Vickery. Post free 2d.

•What do wo Women W ant? By Jane Hume Clapperton.
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it P By Goo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d.

•Mr. Justice W indcyer on tho Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The R ight to Die. By T. O. Bonsor, M.A. Post free 2d, 
Labor’s Prayer. By 0. Bradlaugh, M.P. Post froo ljd .
The Parson’s Idol. Twenty copies, post freo, 2d.
Col. Ingcrsoll’s Reply to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Cnristian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontifio
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post free 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A Crusado against Povorty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free 1 Jd. 

Malthusian Leaflets—A packet will be sent, on recoipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A complete List of Malthusian Appliances, with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. g
«ST  To those willing to assist our propaganda I shall be pleased to 
send eighty copies of either oj the pamphlet* marked (•), or assorted, 
post free on receipt of is.
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GREAT STOCK-TAKING SALE
From JANUARY 1st to 31st.

LOT LOT
-j n Ono all-wool Amazon Dross Length, any color, with ono 
I 0  Jacket Length of Black or Indigo Serge; those aro in 

very fine qualities, only 29s.
1 A One Parcel of Remnants, for Children's Drosses. Pleaso 
I T ’ state lengths most 6uitablo. For 20s.
1 pj Ono Worsted or Tweed Suit Length and ono Serge, Tweed, 
I J Cashmere or Heavy Cloth Dress Length, any. coloy*20s. 

Black, Blue, Brown or Grey Melton, Beaver, Worsted or -j n Two Trousers Lengths.’ and Two Dress Lengths, any make
r Worsted] IU or colOf, for 20s. .

Gontlomon’s Scarboro' Shape Mackintoshes (large capo, 
without sleeves). Send longth, chest and waist 
measure, with color you prefer, arid I will send the 
greatest bargain you ovor saw in a Mackintosh for 203.

Woaded Black Solid Botany Wool Coat and Vost Length, 
with Stripo or Check Worsted or Scotch Tweed (all 
wool) Trousers Length for 203.

,Sergo 'Overcoat Length, and ono Tweed or 
Trousors Longth for 20s.

^  Two Suit LengtliB in ScTgo or Tweed, any color for 20s,

g  Four Trousers Lengths, all dilferenf, for 203.

6 Ono Parcol of Remnants, suitable) for making Boys Suits 
Pleaso state lengths which will bo most serviceable ; 203.

~J Four Cashmere Dress Length, any color for 203.

g  Thrco Heavy Cloth Dross Lengths, any color, for 20j.

9 Ono Heavy Cloth, ono Cashmere and ono all-wool Seolch _ . 
Tweed, any color, for 203. j 2 2

I n  Ono Black or Navy Sorgo, ono Mixture Tweed and 'One j 
• U Heavy Cloth Dross Length, any color, for 203. 2 J

n Ono all-wool Black Figure or Plain Black Cashmoro, ono I 
Tweed and ono Black or Navy Sergo Dross longth tor 20s. 24

12 Two Dross Lengths in Sorgo, Twood, Oaslimoro or Heavy Q t  
Cloth, any color, and ono Lady’s Silvor-mountod \ ZJ 
Umbrella for 20s.

Two Black or Navy (all-wool) Sorgo Dress Length and 
ono Tweed Suit Length for 20s. ■ .

Ono West of England Trousers Longth, ono Dress Length, 
any make or color: and i.ilo Lady’s or Gent’s Umbrella 
for 203. ~  "■

Ono Black (all-wool) Worslod Suit Length and Cub Black 
Figured or Plain Cashmere Dress Longth for 20J.

Ono Pair of All-Wool Blankets, and ono Suit Longth 
or Dress Length for 203.

Ono Pair of Bed Sheets, ono Quilt, and ono Pair of All- 
Wool Blankets for 203.

Onb Pair of All-Wool Blankets, ono Dress Length, and 
one Tiouscrs length for 203.

Eight yards AVool Shirting and ono Black AArorstcd Suit 
lougth.for 203.

Parcels qf Goods, value 203., given Free to any porson 
who Bonds for ten of tho aforenamed Parcels boforo 
January 3d, 1803.

Money Returned in Full for every Lot that does not give Perfect Satisfaction.
------ SEND YOUR ORDERS E A R L Y —

Anti I am sure you will be Highly Pleased with the Value you receive. <r

J. W. GOTT, 2 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

Ì
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NOW  HEADY.

ERNEST RENAN AND JESDS CHRIST
BY

C O L .  R .  G .  I N G E R S O L L .
PRICE T W O P E N C E . PRICE TW O P E N C E .

W. ADAMS & CO,
W a t c h  M a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  

207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH.
We beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
(1 ) STERLING SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 25s. each. Guaranteed for 
three years.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £3 3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautif ully 
finished, very strong cases, £4 4s. Gua
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
at least 33 per cent, below the retail price, and 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of cheque or P.O.O. payable to W . Adams.

W. ADAMS,
207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH. 
T H E  MIDDLEMAN G O E S  T O  

T H E  WALL.
C L O T H I N G  D I R E C T

From the Manufacturer to the W earer. 
On receipt of cash, we will send carriage paid to 

your door—
Gent’s Cape Overcoat (cut long and wool s. d.

l i n i n g ) ............................................. 17 6
Gent’s Blue Overcoat (nap or beaver, with

velvet c o l l a r ) ........................................ 1 5 0
Gent’s Black Coat and Vest (worsted or

s e r g e ) ................................................. 1 5 0
(Send measure round breast, over the vest.)

A “  Challenge ”  Blue Serge Sailor Suit, 
braided either black, white, or gold - 3

(Send age of boy, & say which color braid is required.) T H E  W INNER
A Sensible Present enclosed in every parcel. 0 f the « Brnn0 » cloth Prh{, (B ronzo Bust 0f Mr.

Money returned in full if not approved of. Bradlaugh) is Mrs. A. B. Wakefield, of flipper- 
Don t forget that we arc Manufacturers, and can bolme, who has during the time specified (two 
save you at least 25 o/o the Middleman s profit, months) sent in orders for 2G dress lengths.

L. COLEM AN & CO . A N O T H E R  PRIZE,
Clothing Manufacturers, Nuneaton, consisting of a Full Set of Mr. Bradlangh’s 

W  B H E N N  Works, bound in half-calf, will be given to the
. . . . .  ", " , , * ,,  person sending the largest amount in oiders for
W atchm aker and Jew e lle r , “ Bruno” Cloth before the end of February, and 

DUDLEY, "WORCESTERSHIRE. tone copy each of Mr. Bradlaugh’s “ Speeches”
Special Offer.—Ladies’ or Gents’ Handsome and “ Labor and Law,” value 10s., to every other 

Watches, real silver cases and silver dome, person sending for ten dress lengths or more 
jewelled, for 10s., warranted. Silver English ¡during the same time.
Levers, capped and jewelled, from £2. Agent 
for American Waltham Levers and Watcrbury 
Watches.

EVERY MAH HIS OWN B3DTQR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. I. For Fatal

Order fo r  Is. 2d,
It contains Articles o n : Management of Infan cy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread ; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
bight; Holidays ; otc. Also the cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimples ; Nervousness; Goughs and Golds ; 
Chset Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
W orm «: Tape W orm s; The Itch : etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V ol. II. Of the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles o n : The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh ; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; W ant of Energy, etc .; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the T h in ; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulcerated Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Y o l . III. Post free  from  
Author, fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

It contains articles on : Health and W ealth ; No 
More Death ; Youth ; The Necessity for Pure Air,aLd 
How to Get I t ; The Management of Young Children ; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting; Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domestic 
Poisons; Thirst: Perspiration; Sea Bathing; etc. 
IlOW — to Eat Properly, to Eat Fiuit, to Jutlgo 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I  Live, to Live 100 Years, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomaeli Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncles, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chil
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

“  Hygienic Medicine. For Postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

“ Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Curo. io st  Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.”—Post Free for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption.” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Men.” —13 stamps.

All the above can be got from 
Dr. T. It. ALLINSON, 4 Spanish Place. 

M anchester Square, London, W.
Please mention this paper.]

UMBRELLAS.
I  have just bought a Large Quantity of the Latest 
and Most Fashionable Handles, which I am making 
up wilh Fox's Paragon Frames and my own Special 
Cover, which is a Mixture of Silk and Wool, and 
which will wear three times as long as tho ordinary 
silk cover.
G EN TS’, any style of handle, solid silver

m ountings.....................................................................10 6
Ditto, ditto, natural s tic k s .............................................. 7 0
LADIES’ , any stylo of handle, solid silver

m ountings...................................................................10 6
Ditto, ditto, natural stic k s ...............................................7 0

Every Umbrella is Warranted for 
Twelve Months.

These are Genuine Bargains.

J .  W. G O T T ,  BRADFORD.
Recently Published.

Capital New Year’s Gift for Christians.

‘ PERNICIOUS’ PARODIES.
By P. H. ECHLIN.

Post Free from above for One Shilling. 
New Stone Buildings, G7—09 Chancery 

Lane, W.C.
Published by A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham 

Street, Manchester.

Quotations sent for any article.
THE

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For further Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
______________ISLIN G TO N, LONDON, N.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S h o u l d  be in the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
by Dr. H .  A .  A l i .b u t t  and others; and 
valuable information on matters of import- 
ance necessary to be known by Married 
Women.

A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 
of stamp, to any part of the United Ki ngdom, 
and to foreign parts on receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & S0N,M.M.L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

J. W.
Patterns Free.

GOTT, BRADFORD.

W. J. Rendell’s
"W IF E ’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Betant in 44 Law of Popula 
tion,” page 32, and Dr. Allbutt in “  W ife’s Hand 
book,”  page 51. Made solely by J. Put.len, 15 Chad 
well-street, Clerkonwell: 2s. doz., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped 
envelope. Higglnson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 
Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. Dr 
Palfrey’ s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W .  J .  R e n d e l l
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the “ Angel.”

CTAN TON , tho People's Dentist, 335 Htrand (oppo- 
^  site Somerset House).— TEETH on VCJLCANiTE, 
2a. 6d. each, upper or lower net, £ \ .  B£st quality, 4s. 
each, upper or lower, £2, completed in four liou’H 
whe» required, repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the abovo tboy are fancy 
Charges. Tooth on platinum 7s. Od. each on J8c. 
gold 15s, stooping 2s. Cd., extraction 1.-., painless by 
gas, 5s. ___ _____________________
rpO MARRIED PEOPLE.«—An eularged Illustrated 
-L List of Malthusian Appliances will bo forwarded 
by return of post on receipt of 2d. in stamps.— 
\ddress. Davies, Chemist. 101 ParkHano. Leeds. 
TtTfl. J. L. GOli Dll ART, Teacher of tho Violin 

and Viola (member of Sir Charles Halle’ s 
Orchestra), 7 Campbell-groye, Acbers.street, Man
chester. Terms moderate.

For Indigestion. Liver Complaint & General Debility,

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS
ARE AN INVALUABLE MEDICINE.

The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest 
aids to Digestion ever divcovered ; they will be found 
to have a marvellous effect if taken as directed and 
proper attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist tho digestion of food, stimu
late tho liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon 
the whole system.

The Proprietor honestly recommends tho abovo 
romedy to all sufferers. Prepared only by

W ILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshill, W arwickshire.

Price Is and 2s. p ir b o x ; post freo.

SEEDS. SEEDS. SEEDS.
Vegetable and Flower Seeds savoi from choleo 
selected stocks. Everyone with a gardon and ovory 
market gardener should send for a Catalogue before 
purchasing elsewhere. Special low quotations to 
largo buyers. B. L. OOF2K »IAN, Seed Morchnnt and 
Grower, Sandwich. Kent.

Everybody should get at once the new work, 
entitled,

CHRISTIANITY AND EVOLUTION
By AUTHUil B MOSS.

Price 2s. (id. Post Free.
The Freethinker says : “ This is decidedly the 

best of Mr. Moss’s productions. It is pains
taking, lucid, and on the whole accurate.
We may confidently recommend Mr. Moss's new 
volume to the young Freethonght student; it 
gives an excellent bird’s-eye view of the case 
against Christian supernaturalism.”

The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle says: “ The 
work, which is written in vigorous English, 
shows that Mr. Moss has given deep study to tho 
subject he discusses.”
Watts and Co , 17 Johnson’s-court; Mr. Fordcr, 

28 Stonecutter-street.

RUBBER STAMPS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two lottor«. 1b ; thuoo 
lettors, 1b . 6d ; any Name, 1«. 6d. 
Box, Pad and Ink Includod. All 
Rind* of Stamp«. Pattern« free. 
Carriago 2d. extra. F N. IRRTON  
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street, 

_______L ondon. Agent« wanted._________
rpO FREETHINKERS, Heathen«, and Christians.

_ — Foreign Stamp« W anted; any quantity; fulr
price given. Large Ktock for collector« and dealer« 
always on hand. “  PhilatePcal Agency,”  57 Crouch- 
ead.hill. London. N.
m O  ÍR B B TH 1N K B R S, Ladles and Gontlemon 

requiring Superior Cut Garment« at modorato
Éricos. First-clans Style and Fit Guaranteed.—  

. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Ca«tle Street, W . 
Three doors from Regent Street. IPatronlsod by  
leading Freethinker«.)
t a R U G G ISIS ’ SUNDRIES, Rubber Goods, Family 

Limit. Importer of «pecialities. Low price« to 
tho trade Send for quotations. J.Bcott.lOKmbden- 
Btrcet, Manchester.

Printed and Published by G. W . F o q t b , at 
S3 StonccutUr-atreet, London K.O,


