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VICTOR HUGO.

In Scribner s for last month there was a delightful 
article entitled “  Conversations and Opinions of 
Victor H ugo/’ culled from an hitherto unpublished 
journal kept by his son, François Victor Hugo, during 
the poet’s exile.

These conversations range over a variety of topics, 
but the impression conveyed of Hugo is that of the 
poet all over— the dreamer of strange and fastastic 
and often beautiful dreams, but still dreams. Pro
bably most poets are dreamers—it is their nature. 
For poetry, after all, has its fountain-head in the 
emotions rather than in the reason ; in the heart 
rather than the head.

But some of these chats and opinions are so inte
resting that they will bear repetition in this journal. 
As an example of unbounded extravagance we give 
the following. He is speaking of Job, and he says : 
“  Know that Job is one of the greatest masterpieces 
of the human mind; it is, perhaps, the greatest 
masterpiece. And to-morrow, if all literature was to 
be destroyed, and it was left to me to retain one work 
only, I should save Job.”  Now, whatever one may 
think of the value of Job from an eclectic stand
point, most rational people will agree that this is 
carrying laudation to the point of absurdity.

We have often held that, with a belief in hell and 
salvation by faith, persecution not alone ceases to be 
reprehensible, but becomes a positive virtue. For 
surely, it is highly admirable to administer finite 
torturo here if, by so doing, you prevent infinite 
torture hereafterwards. Victor Hugo puts tho same 
idea with great force in the following: “ I heard it 
said the other day that Torquemada was a greater 
wretch than Montalembert. That is an error. Tor
quemada burned people alive, and in that way killed 
four hundred thousand persons. . . . ButTorquomada 
mistakenly sought to save humanity from hell by 
burning it in this world. . . .  If in reality this man 
had, as he believed, saved humanity from eternal 
perdition by a few hours torture, then Torquemada 
would evidently bo one of the benefactors of human
ity.” Quito so. But of course that is only saving 
Torquemada’s character at the expense of Torque- 
mada’s belief. But we must confess that wo cannot 
even assent off-hand to tho proposition that the 
Inquisitor General was as sincere as Victor Hugo 
suggests. We can thoroughly understand, say, a 
man enter on a war in a fit of passion. Wo can 
understand a man, otherwise humane, directing the 
slaughter of hundreds on a battle-field. We can even 
understand a man, carried away by fanaticism, having 
people executed wholesale, without trial. We can 
believe that, for instance, Washington might hurl a 
thousand men into destruction, and yet not lose any 
moral status in our estimation by so doing. All that 
we can conceive. But then, the slow and Btudied 
torture carried on for days; the absurd subterfuges 
to give the thing a legal aspect; the revolting
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duplicity of pretending to try people when the result 
was a foregone conclusion ; the expulsion of the Jews 
nnder oircumstances of peculiar persecution; the 
practical extermination of the Moors— all this, we 
must say, we find hard to believe was dictated by 
sincere and honest motives;

Of course, if we grant that Torquemada was sincere, 
it only shows us the terrible evil such beliefs as he 
held work. It shows us that a man acting with tho 
best intentions may commit the most frightful crimes. 
Let us got rid, then, of tho terrible belief, and we 
will avoid the terrible danger.

We have here specimens of Victor Hugo’s wild 
fancy, so extravagant that one need not dwell on 
them. As just one sample we may take this : “ Man 
suffers because he expiates. He expiates in this 
world a fault he has committed in an anterior world. 
He does not know what that fault is—that original 
sin; but the feeling of it remains. This sentiment 
of former sin is found in all religions. Upon his 
good or bad conduct will depend his re-entry into the 
primitive and happy existence. . . .” This sounds 
very like the Theosophical doctrine of Karma— with 
a slight variation. But what we wish to know is— 
Does a feeling of previous sin remain with us? We 
do not believe for a moment it does. Take a healthy 
child, rear it without tho artificial belief that man is 
the fallen, degraded wretch the priests represent, 
and see, when the child reaches manhood, whether 
he will have any innate feeling of human depravity. 
This monstrous libel against the raco has been the 
direct incentive to immorality of every kind. What 
is the use of a man striving after higher and better 
things if he is told that his whole nature is so 
radically corrupt that effort on his part is well-nigh 
useless, and that redemption can only come through 
the “  grace of God ”  ?

But whatever the poet’s particular viows he 
evidently did not entertain a very complimentary 
opinion of conventional roligion. Ho says, “  The 
world is still in its infancy. It does require ruts and 
religions. It is doubtful if tho average human being 
has arrived at even a modest degree of reason. Yes, 
I believe that at some time, in thousands of millions 
of years, perhaps, every man will have no othor 
religion than his own philosophy. At tho present 
hour man still has need of religion and of written 
revelation.”  That of course is a mattor of opinion, 
though some religionists, more zealous than discreet, 
have grabbed at this kind of argument in support of 
their creed. But evidently, at best, this argument 
places religion on the very lowest ground, that of a 
mere temporary necessity, to be dispensed with 
when man has further developed his mental powers. 
By comparison it likens religions to swaddling 
clothes, and the mass of religionists to babies. Not 
assuredly a very flattering comparison.

Victor Hugo expresses himself in favor of the 
abolition of the death penalty. Ho has also the 
following, which is the last quotation wo shall make, 
on tho value of quiet evolution as opposed to war :— 
“  Hannibal civilises; Alexander and Caosar civilise;
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Charlemagne civilises; Napoleon civilises. They 
bring ideas .of progress into the lands of shadows. 
They violently incubate by war the germs of progress, 
but they do not incubate them gently by thought, as 
did Virgil, Homer, Dante, and Shakespeare. The 
men of the sword are inferior to the men of the pen.” 

We have given enough. Those who wish can turn 
to the pages of the magazine, which, by the way, are 
embellished by several excellent portraits of the 
author of Les Miserabies. F r e d e r i c k  R y a n .

burgh, upon Friday, the eighth day of January, and 
there hanged till dead, his body to be buried at the 
foot of the gallows, and all his goods to be forfeit to 
his Majesty. Before execution he sent in another 
supplication for mercy, which was unheeded, and after 
his execution a “  dying speech,” in which he put 
forward some views similar to those of Hobbes, 
appears to have been circulated.

In the Memoirs o f  Francis Homer, M.P. (vol. i., 
p. 487) a letter is given from Horner to Malcoln Laing, 
author of a History of Scotland, in which he says :

A F R E E T H O U G H T  M A R T Y R .  
THOMAS AITKENHEAD.

As the Dictionary o f  National Biography gives no 
particulars of the latest martyr put to death for blas
phemy in the British isles, I  have thought it well to 
bring together somewhat more at length than I have 
already done in my Biographical Dictionary o f  Free- 
thinhers such particulars of Aitkenhead and his case 
as I could cull from various quarters. These have 
comprised chiefly Hugo Arnot’s Collection o f  Cele
brated Criminal Trials in Scotland and Howell’s 
Collection o f  State Trials, vol. xiii., No. 401.

Thomas Aitkenhead was the son of an Edinburgh 
chemist, and was himself a student at Edinburgh 
University. Ho had in some manner, probably through 
reading the works of Hobbes and Spinoza, become im
pregnated with Freethought views, and in controversy 
with some of his fellow-students gave free utterance 
to some ideas which, in 1G96, led to a prosecution for 
blasphemy by the Privy Council.

The indictment charged him with venting “  wicked 
blasphemies against God and our Savior Jesus Christ 
and against the Holy Scriptures and all revealed 
religion ” ; with having specifically said that theo
logy “  was a rapsidie of faigned and ill-invented 
nonsense, patched up partly of the morall doctrine of 
philosophers, and pairtly of poetical fictions and 
extravagant chimeras, or words to this effect.”  
“  Lykeas you scoffed at and endeavored to ridicule 
the Holy Scriptures, calling the Old Testament 
Ezra’s fables, by a profane allusion to riGsop’s fables,”  
and “  in your scoffing did most blasphemously raill 
upon our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, calling the 
said New Testament the History of the Impostor 
Christ.”  “  Lykeas you reject the mystery of the 
blessed Trinity, and say it is not worth any man’s 
refutation, and you also scoff at the mystery of the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ, affirming blasphemously 
that Theantropos is as great a contradiction as 
Hircus Cervus, or a quadratum to be a rotundum; 
and as to the doctrine of redemptione by Jesus, you 
say it is a proud and presumptious device, and that 
the inventars thereof are damned, if after this life 
there be either reward or punishment; you also deny 
spirits, saying that the notion of a spirit is a contra
diction, and you have maintained that God, the 
world, and nature are but one thing, and that the 
world was from eternity.”

Aitkenhead was prosecuted by Sir James Stewart, 
his Majesty’s Advocate. He had no counsel; nor 
does it seem that one word was urged in his behalf 
during the course of the trial, in which the counts of 
the indictment were proved to the satisfaction of the 
jury by the witness of several of his fellow-students, 
all minors. Yet the most important charge, that of 
railing against Christ, was not proved. Aitkenhead 
was but eighteen years of age, and had sent in a 

etition and retractationinorderthatsomemercy might 
e shown him. The only circumstance that can be 

construed into sympathy with the poor youth is that 
five persons summoned on the jury refused to attend, 
and were fined 100 merkseach. In accordance with the 
verdict he was, on Christmas Eve, 1696, ordered to 
be taken to the Gallowlee, betwixt Leith and Edin-

“  All that we know of Aikenhead’s case, from the reports 
hitherto printed, is the melancholy fact of his judicial 
murder, and the violent construction of the statutes upon 
which he was prosecuted. From the minute description 
contained in the authority which I am about to quote, his 
story acquires a more powerful claim to interest, becomes 
more conspicuous in the general picture of the age, and adds 
another deep shade to those colors which you have touched 
so forcibly.”

The authority ho quotes is a letter from Lord 
Anstruther, dated Jan. 26, 1697. The passage 
relating to Aitkenhead ran as follows:

“  We had lately an anomaly and monster of nature I may 
call him, who was execut for cursing and reviling the persons 
of the Trinity ; he was eighteen years of age, not vicious, 
and extremely studious. Fountainhall and I went to him in 
prison, and I found a work on his spirit, and wept that ever 
he should maintained such tenets, and desired a short 
reprieve, for his eternal state depended upon it. I plead for 
him in Councel, and brought it to the Oban : vote ; it wa3 
told it could not be granted, unless the ministers would 
interced. I am not for consulting the church in state affairs. 
I doe think he would have proven an eminent Christian had 
he lived, but the ministers out of a pious tho’ I think igno
rant zeal, spoke and preached for cutting him off.”

So it appears this poor rash youth was put to a 
violent death because the sky-pilots, like tho silver
smiths of Ephesus, feared their craft was in danger. 
And now ministers, even in godly Scotland itself, are 
making admissions which are tantamount to the con
fession that Aitkenhead was right in calling the Old 
Testament “  Ezra’s fables.”

Arnot says he discovered but throe cases of 
blasphemy in Scotland. One of a woman fined for 
drinking the devil’s health.* The second of one 
Francis Borthwick, who in 1631 was charged with 
having, though brought up a Christian, turned Jew, 
become circumcised; and railed against Jesus Christ, 
denying him to be God. Arnot says, “ If tho 
accused was truly mad enough to undergo circum
cision, he was at least not so mad as to appear before 
the Court of Justiciary, and sentence of outlawry was 
therefore pronounced against him.”

J. M. W h e e l e r .

now TO HELP US.

(1) Qet your nowsagont to exhibit tho Freethinker in tho
window.

(2) Got your nowsagont to take a few copies of tho Freethinker
and try to soil thorn, guaranteeing to take tho copies 
that remain unsold.

(3) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(4) Display, or get displayed, ono of our oentonts-shoots, which
aro of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. border 
will sond them on application.

(5) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the train,
tho car, or tho omnibus.

(6) Distribute some of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around street- 
corner Dreachers.

* It was an old Pagan custom to drink the health of the gods 
or departed spirits, and the early Christian missionaries used to 
permit onr Scandinavian forefathers to drink to the health of 
Christ and the apostb s.
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PROFESSION VERSUS CONDUCT.

Orthodox believers boast that England is a 
Christian nation, although the fact has been re
peatedly pointed out to them that no serious attempts 
are ever made to practice the principal teachings 
ascribed to Christ. The conduct of Christians in 
their various avocations is the very antithesis of 
their profession. The religious circles in this country 
are honeycombed with hollow pretensions upon the 
part of persons who, with a sanctimonious air, seek 
to pose as defenders of unsullied honor and unstained 
purity. They thus ever and anon “  strain at a gnat 
and swallow a camel.”  This pharisaical method, so 
prevalent among church-goers, was forcibly illustrated 
by an incident that occurred at the recent conference 
of the Free Churches held in Manchester. The 
Nonconformists on that occasion professed to be 
much concerned about the member of Parliament for 
Forest of Dean, in; consequence of his connection 
some time ago with a well-known divorce case. An 
Englishman, it has been said, can break all the 
commandments with impunity, except tho eleventh 
which reads: “  Thou shalt not be found out.” There 
is no doubt in our mind that crimes of different 
degrees are being frequently committed secretly by 
members of the clerical profession who manage 
to avoid public censure and punishment, because 
they are not found out. When, however, a lay
man is discovered exhibiting any “  weakness of the 
flesh,”  he is looked upon with pious horror, and 
vehemently condemned by the pharisees of the 
church, who assume a virtue if they have it not.

It is not for us here to express any opinion as to 
the wisdom or otherwise of returning candidates to 
Parliament who have been charged with misconduct. 
That is a question for tho constituents to decide. Our 
object is to point out the inconsistent and hypocri
tical policy of orthodox Christians when they “  sit in 
judgment ” upon alleged evildoers. The profession 
of the popular faith in Christendom is made tho cloak 
for one of the greatest shams that ever disgraced our 
national character. Under the pretenco of piety 
fidelity to principle is sacrificed, and the cant of pro
fession is made to do duty for genuine conduct. 
Have these self-appointed “  guardians of public 
honor ” forgotten that in their scriptures it is said, 
“  He that is without sin among you let him first cast 
a stone.”  I f  this injunction were obeyed we should 
rarely, if ever, hear of stones being cast. Besides, if an 
“  erring;brother”  do wrong, is it not possiblo that he 
may repent ? And if ho should do so, will there not 
bo moro joy in heaven over him than over the 
400 Manchester saints who would have us beliovo thoy 
“  need no repentanco ” ? Moreover, if tho Bibio bo 
correct in saying ho that is guilty of one offence is 
guilty of all, will these pious censors be able to pose 
ns porfoct beings when they have failed to oboy their 
Mastor’s advice to first pull tho mote out of their own 
oyos ? Christ is reported also to have said : “  If ye 
forgivo not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Fathor forgive your trespasses.” What forgiveness, 
therefore, do Christians expect, considering that they 
seldom forgive those who give them offenco ? “  Judge 
not, that yo be not judged,” may bo out of dato, but 
it is one of tho commandments which Christ is sup
posed to have given nevertheless. “  Lovo your 
enemies ”  is, of course, a fine sentiment to preach 
from tho pulpit, but it is evident such lovo disappears 
when tho enemy appears. “  Tho beautiful truths of 
tho Gospel ”  aro ignored by their most zealous pro
fessors in their every-day conduct. Tho poet has 
said that—

To err is human—
To forgive divine ;

but is it not human also to forgive ?
W e read in tho Bible that David and Solomon 

exhibited “  weakness of tho flesh”  on more than ono

occasion ; that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were guilty 
of very questionable conduct ; that Peter denied his 
own Master ; but when are those Bible worthies con
demned by modern Christians? Jehovah, it appears, 
did not deem them deserving of being excluded from 
certain privileges on account of their moral frailties. 
The first two were made kings, three others are to 
occupy prominent places in heaven, and Peter is 
the rock upon which the Christian Church is 
built, and to him is entrusted the keeping of 
the keys of heaven. I f the purification of character 
be really the object of modern saints, they will find 
plenty of work to do among their own people. 
Scarcely a week passes without reports appearing in 
our newspapers of ministers of the gospel being con
victed of the worst crimes. Not long since the Pall 
Mall Gazette published figures showing that during 
the period between October 1, 1891, and October 10, 
1892, 629 clergymen were convicted of various 
offences. This suddenly inaugurated moral censor
ship upon the part of orthodox professors is mean and 
hypocritical in the extreme. It directs its attention 
to isolated cases unconnected with the popular faith, 
while the numerous instances of impurity associated 
with the Church are kept in the background. Purity 
of life is always desirable, but to be continually 
prating about it savors too much of hypocrisy. A 
man is not any the more virtuous because he success
fully hides his faults, as, judging from the frequent 
revelations of crime among the clergy, there are 
reasons for believing that many within the Christian 
fold endeavor to do.

Granting that Society, in its political and social 
spheres, is morally impure, Why is it? Simply 
because its members have been the recipients of the 
narrow and imperfect training provided by tho 
Church—a mode of training that from its very incep
tion has proved impotent to secure among its most 
vehement advocates pure lives and honest conduct. 
Something would be dono towards altering this stato 
of things if, as the Birmingham Argus aptly said, 
“  The preaching of to-day were a little more practical 
—if ministers would but aim at tho salvation of this 
world, if they dealt more with the tangible things of 
this life and less with tho intangible things of tho 
life to come, if they gave themselves to the promotion 
of every-day goodness and propagated a gospel for 
the workshop, the street, and the home.”  Let this 
course bo adopted, and a healthier ethical tone will 
speedily be created throughout society, conduct will 
then be deemed as being higher than faith, and moral 
invalids will be less numerous than thoy are at present.

Charles W atts.

DOUBT.

The little bark drew near; now on Che top 
Of some dark wave it tremulously hung ;
Now in the trough of the fierce sea it sank 
To reappear at length, unbroken, unongulphed.
“  What may tho vision mean ?”  I, pitying, cried.
On me tho Wizard bent his kindly eyes.
And answered then in accents soft and mild :
“  This goodly land is Science ; yonder sea 
Is that of D oubt; tho boat, a Human Mind 
Launched on the boiling flood from the bleak shore 
And vasty deserts of Religion old.”

Ron Mahon.

There is a little girl in Cambridge who at one time thought 
God must be deaf because he didn’t answer her prayer to 
make her grandmamma well. The beloved grandmamma 
continues ill, and tho child continues her prayers ; and the 
other night she uttered another cry of the heart regarding the 
matter. “ Mamma,’ ’ she said, “ l  know God is always slow, 
but isn’t he very, v.er.y slow ? ”



804 The Freethinker. December 18, 1892.

W ILL CHRIST SAVE U S?

( Continued from page 788.)
Christians who have rebelled against tyranny have 
violated the teaching of the New Testament. They 
have acted on the impulses of their own nature. 
Oliver Cromwell disobeyed the injunctions of Peter, 
Paul, and Jesus. John Hampden was more of a Jew 
than a Christian, and more of a Roman than either, 
when he drew his sword against his king. Mazzini, 
Garibaldi, Victor Hugo, and Kossuth, if the Chris
tian scriptures be true, were guilty of insurrection 
against the ordinance of God.

George Fox and the Quakers were consistent 
Christians. They obeyed the order of Jesus to 
“  resist not evil.” If they were smitten on one 
cheek they turned the other to the smiter. Count 
Tolstoi preaches, and as far as possible practises, 
thb same doctrine. Every form of violence, he says, 
is inconsistent with the teaching of Christ. Not 
only the soldier, but the policeman, is in opposition 
to the Sermon on the Mount. Count Tolstoi believes 
it would be an unchristian act to kill or injure the 
wretch he might find ravishing his wife or slaying 
his child. Active resistance to evil must never 
be offered; passive resistance is all that is permitted; 
and the rest must be left to Providence.

To certain minds of a soft, peaceful, and humane 
disposition this doctrine is attractive. But it would 
never quell the world’s tyrannies. Wolves do not 
care for the pious bleating of sheep.

Inquiry shows us that political freedom has been 
systematically opposed by the Christian Church, and 
always won in spite of it. The English bishop who 
once declared in the House of Lords that “  all the 
people had to do with the laws was to obey them,”  
voiced the real spirit of Christianity.

Political freedom is, indeed, a very recent pheno
menon in modern society. A hundred years ago it 
was as unknown in other parts of Europe as it is to
day in Russia. Czars, emperors, kings, and aristo
cracies held the multitude in subjection. The people 
were outside the pale of such constitutions as existed. 
Prussia and Austria were sheer autocracies. Spain 
and Italy had less civil freedom than a province of 
the Roman Empire. France had no constitution 
before 1789. England had a parliament, but the 
House of Commons was filled with nominees of the 
House of Lords. Tho suffrage was confined to a 
handful of citizens. For this reason Shelley described 
the House of Commons as a place

Where thieves are sent 
Similar thieves to represent.

"  Infidels ”  won political liberty for France. 
Rousseau was a Deist; Miraboau, Danton, and many 
other leading spirits of the Revolution were Atheists. 
Christianity is still on the side of reaction in the land 
of Voltaire, while Republican and Freethinker are 
almost convertible terms.

“  Infidels ” were the chief fighters for political 
freedom in England. Thomas Paine, who wrote the 
Age o f  Reason, was found guilty of treason for 
penning the Rights o f Man. Bentham was a Free
thinker, and probably an Atheist. James and John 
Mill were Freethinkers. Shelley, Byron, Leigh 
Hunt, Landor, and most of the Chartist leaders 
were all tainted with “  infidelity.”  Christian leaders 
were generally on the side of wealth and privilege. 
Freethought leaders were always on tho side of the 
people.

Ebenezer Elliot, tho Corn-Law rhymer, exclaimed—
When wilt thou save the People,

0  God of mercies, when ?
Not thrones, 0  Lord, but peoples,

Not kings, 0  God, but men I
This exclamation was uttered eighteen hundred years 
after the death of Jesus Christ, in a land which

boasted of being the most Christian on earth. This 
is itself a proof that Christ had not saved the people. 
Their salvation since has been due to other causes; 
chiefly, it must be said, to the progress of science, 
which is the great equaliser. Was it not Buckle who 
declared that "  the hall of science is the temple of 
democracy ”  ?

One of the most significant facts in recent history 
was the attempt of the German Emperor to strengthen 
his power over his subjects. Feeling that the 
democratic movement was threatening his throne, 
he introduced a Bill in the Reichstag by his ministers, 
providing that Christian instruction should be given 
in the public schools, even when the scholars were 
the children of Freethinkers. Happily the Bill was 
defeated. “  King-deluded ”  as Germany is, she has 
outgrown such illiberalism. Yet the very fact that 
the Emperor sought to Christianise the young more 
completely, in order that they might grow up 
his very obedient slaves, is a striking proof of 
the essential antagonism between Christian and 
political freedom. G. W. FOOTE.

(To be continued).

“ THE PRAYER OF FAITH .”

Smoking his pipe at the twilight hour 
The widower sat in his cosy bower,
And the speechless thoughts that his heart outpoured 
Were a song of praiso as they heavenward soared.
“  When my Mary left me a year ago,
I  had surely died of my grief and woe 
If it had not been for the frail and fair 
Wee flower that she left to my tender care.”

“  Yes, God is exceedingly good,”  thought he,
“ For an aim in life he has given to me—
To cherish and nourish and tend and roar 
My Mary’s Mary with love sincere.
And, because of my daily and hourly prayer,
I am sure—I am sure— that my God will spare 
My darling to lighten and cheer my way 
Through this vale of tears till my dying day.”

From the widower’s heart rose the silent psalm ;
On the widower’s heart fell the sacred calm 
That is born of faith. Then he heard, dismayod,
From tho quiet street whero his infant played,
A chorus of shrieks; and the startled man 
To the window, then wild from his chamber, ran.'
Past his cottage a runaway horse had sped ;
And, before him, disfigured and crushed and dead,
Lay that child of his loving and tender care
Whose young life he’d been sure that his God would spare.

FREETH.OUGHT GLEANINGS,

We first infer tho goodness of God from that which we 
see, and'.then infei that this is not worthy of the goodness of 
that being whose existence wo deduced from it.—  William 
Godwin.

The writers of the New Testament had no conception of 
man’s right to freedom, no detestation of slavery. They 
believed that God had made all nations of one blood, yet in 
man’s fallen condition, slavery, as well as the subordination 
of woman to man, and the submission of nations to despots, 
wa3 right, and resistance thereto was rebellion against God.—  
B . F . Underwood.

Our Christian-commercial civilisation still inculcates the 
efficacy of prayer in averting the evils of life— with one 
important exception. Tho appeal to the aid of preternatural 
agencies is supposed to obviate hailstorms and locust-swarms, 
wars and diseases, but we fully recognise its failure to prevent 
famine, and in the education of our children our tithe
gathering moralists waive the orthodox anathemas against the 
sinfulness of providing for the needs of the morrow.— Prison 
Problems,
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CONVERSATIONS WITH CHRISTIANS. 
By Charles C. Cattell.

[continued.]
F.—Responsible for what ?
C.—Trying to upset the teachings of his holy word, 

which has been the solace and comfort of men for ages, 
as it is to me.

F.—Then you think that “ the solace and comfort of 
men ” depend on believing in a palpable and manifest 
falsehood—that man was created 6,000 years ago ?

C.—I believe in the Bible, which says “ the fool hath 
said in his heart there is no God.”

F.—But suppose “ the fool ” did so ; what has that to 
do with the date of creation ?

C.—Everything. The heart of man is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked.

F.—But that is no answer to my question. If the 
fool did so in his heart, he did not use his head; and 
if he had it would perhaps have been guided by his 
heart. You seem to make more use of heart than I 
do. But tell me, how can the “ solace ” from a belief 
in “ do justice and love mercy” be banished by man 
being discovered to be 10,000 instead of 6,000 years old ?

C.—Once give up a single truth of the blessed Bible, 
and all is lost, as it is written at the end of the Reve
lation.

F.—Show me how “ love one another ” ceases to 
“  comfort ” you because the human race is more ancient 
than once believed to be.

C.—I take my stand on the word of God, and not on 
your geology and “  science falsely so called,”  as Paul 
properly calls it.

F.—There is one thing I should like to point out 
to you, and that is the undesirable use of the word 
“ fool ” in case of reference to Atheists.

C.—But it has been observed that the undevout 
astronomer is a fool.

F.—It has also been observed that “ the spiritual man 
is mad,” and as the Bible says it, of course you believe 
it ?

C.—You must not put your freetliinking interpreta
tion on a verse.

F.—I can only use the powers given me, such as 
they are.

C.—I only wish you would uso them in another 
direction, instead of trying to upset what is built on 
a rock.

F. —I know your wishes aro sincere, but you do not 
seem to distinguish my standpoint in judging.

G. —Yes I do ; but I am very much surprised that a 
man who could write the first book I read on Shake
speare should be a Bradlaughite !

F.—You are clearly mistaken, as I was a Freethinker 
years before I knew him ; and your rock is nothing 
but sand, which the seas of doubt will wash away. It 
is only a question of time.

C.—It stands now as firm as ever, as Dr. D. told us 
last Sunday.

F.—If you did your own reading, as you do your 
customers’ letters at the office, you would bo amazed at 
the talos your Dr. D. retails out to you every Sunday 
as facts.

C.—But lie’s a scholar—a learned man.
F.—Yes, ho has that reputation. I once heard him 

discourse to the Y.M.C.A. on tho authenticity of the 
Gospels.

C.—He’s well up in all that.
F.—And this was how he })roved (!) it. He men

tioned the names of several historical characters till 
ho reached tho second century, and thon he named ono 
old man who know another old man who had met a 
person who had heard St. .John! “ Now then,” he 
said, “  you have the evidence carried right up to the 
apostle’s own time.”

C.—I have beard him preach like that, but can’t 
understand how you can doubt the New Testament 
after such conclusive facts as he sets forth.

F.—If I could supply you with a list of names of 
persona up to the time of Julius Csesar, would that be 
evidenco to you that Brutus stabbed him ?

d.—Thnt’s a different thing altogether«

F.—I will try again. What has the existence of 
some man who is reported to have heard John got to 
do with the authenticity of the four gospels ?

C.—Why it shows that that great apostle lived at the 
very time when the gospels were written.

F.—Granting that Caesar could not have been stabbed 
if not living, what proof is that that he svrote tho 
works bearing the name ?

C.—I never heard of any doubt about Caesar’s 
writings.

F.—Be it so ; how does someone hearing an apostle 
prove that the four gospels were written by the men 
whose names are at the head of them ?

C.—That matter has been investigated, and Paine and 
other infidels have been replied to.

F.—I believe I am not understating the case when I 
say that the names of the authors and the dates of their 
first appearance are only made out by conjecture and 
inference. If certainty prevailed, endless controversy 
would be impossible.

C.—We don’t take any notice of infidels ; they object 
to everything, and try to find out flaws in our great 
work, the Bible.

F.—I do not think they have much trouble in doing 
that, for the whole question is in doubt, and can never 
be settled. And if it could be placed beyond doubt 
who wrote the gospels, and when, I should still dis
believe that the end of tho world came in “ this genera
tion,” meaning the generation spoken of by Jesus as 
reported in the gospels.

C —That’s just like you unbelievers. You construe 
words in a literal sense, and then sneer at them.

F.—I beg your pardon. The words “ this genera
tion ” and “ we that are alive shall be caught up in tho 
air to meet him ” can only mean what they say, or 
nothing at all.

C.—It is written that the coming of tho Lord shall 
be as a thief in the night; the day and the hour no 
man knoweth.

F.—I did not say the “ day ” or “ hour ” was known. 
I confined myself to tho Bible “  this generation,” 
which by no hocus-pocus can be made to mean some 
other generation. As Jesus did not come in that gene
ration which he named, was he mistaken, or is tho 
Bible a—what it says is incorrect ?

C.—I can’t stop to hear the Bible slightingly spoken 
of.

F.—Send your parson along then, and I’ll try him.
(To be continuedJ

JAY GOULD AND THE MINISTER.

Mr. Labouchere in last week’s Truth says:— “  I remember 
hearing, years ago, a good story about Jay Gould.”  He 
had a quantity of stock of some particular railroad which, 
being worthless, he was anxious to sell. His minister came 
to him one morning, and said to him : “  Mr. Gould, I am a 
poor man, and I have a large family. I have managed to put 
by ten thousand dollars, and if only I could double it, I 
should not bo anxious about the future of my famify if 
I were called away.”  “  Minister,”  said Mr. Gould, “  I will 
tell you how to do so, provided that you will tell no one 
else,”  and he advised him to purchase largely of this 
particular stock for a rise. The minister did so and the 
stock was in great demand. But a month or two afterwards 
the market price fell heavily. Again the minister called on 
Mr. Gould. " I  am ruined,”  ho said; “ you have deceived 
your pastor.”  “  Pastor,”  replied Mr. Gould, “  I told you to 
keep my advice a secret. Did you do so ? ”  “  Well,”  said
tho minister, “  I did mention it to a few of our elders.”  
“  So I thought you would,”  said Gould, “  and I have got 
off the whole of the stock that I held on them and their 
friends ; here are your ten thousand dollars back, and here are 
ten thousand more for your trouble in tho matter.”

YouDg man (who thinks of marrying) : “  Father, I— er—  
presume you know— er— the Bible says it is not good for man 
to be alone,”  Rich Old Gentleman (a widower) : “  Yes, I ’ ve 
been thinking of that. Besides, a boy like you ought to havo 
a mother over him, anyhow, as I told the Widow Pash nnlf 
yesterday.”
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ACID DROPS.
A Christian paper deplores that Christmas is the season of 

hard drinking. Men and women celebrate the birth of 
their Savior by gluttonous eating and copious swilling. 
The eating may pass for the present, but why should 
the swilling be denounced ? Jesus Christ was anything 
but a teetotaller. He actually turned water into wine 
to keep a spree going. And does not the Bible say that wine 
cheereth God as well as man ? It is blasphemous impudence 
for a Christian paper to set itself above Jehovah. No doubt 
he will teach the editor a lesson when he gets hold of 
him ; perhaps boil him in whiskey.

Müller, the bead of the famous Orphanage, has been 
interviewed by a representative of the Christian Common
wealth. He gives a number of instances of divine assistance. 
Just when his need has been greatest remittances have 
come in answer to prayer. Müller tells the Lord, the Lord 
tells somebody else, and the postman brings the registered 
letter. It seems a remarkably easy way of carrying on a 
business. ____

There is one thing that Müller forgets. Ho receives a 
large number of remittances ; they arrive frequently, but not 
regularly; it is therefore certain that they must sometimes 
arrive very opportunely. Muller puts these coincidences 
together and presents them as miracles.

Muller’s interviewer prints a letter sent last month to the 
old gentleman, with a cheque for £100. The merchant who 
sent it stated that as he was lying in bed thinking, the words 
rar)g in his ears, “  Send him £100 to-day, I will repay.”  
When the merchant got up he forwarded fhe £100, on the 
advice of “ my heavenly partner in business.”  Surely there 
is something very naive in this gentleman’s commercialism. 
“  I will repay ”  was good enough. The £100 was an excellent 
investment. It secured the Lord as a sleeping partner in the 
merchant’s business.

Mr. W. T . Stead is great on "th e  Christianity of Christ.” 
So is a very different man, the Eev. S. D. Headlam. But the 
Christianity of Christ often takes them in opposite directions. 
Mr. Headlam refers to "  Sir Charles Dilke, whom that most 
immoral Mr. Stead is still trying to keep from serving his 
country." Evidently the Christianity of Christ is not a sure 
guide in matters that allow of any difference of opinion.

By the way, Mr. Headlam speaks of “  that Mr. Balfour, 
the Atheist coercionist.”  No, thank you, Mr. Headlam ! Wo 
decline the preserit. Mr. Balfour is one of your men. He is a 
Christian, and two or three years ago he read a paper at the 
Church Congress.

Gadleof, the Welsh W ar Cry, is dead. This is a poor 
Christmas present for “  General ”  Booth. It is one of tho 
many signs that “  the Army,”  as a religious body, has seen 
its best days.

Jay Gould has l*ft nothing to philanthropic or religious 
bodies. During his lifetime he gave £20,000 a year to 
churches. It was evidently a mere investment. He could 
get nothing out of such investments after his death ; henoe 
tho absence of pious legacies in his will. The churches he 
subscribed to will now hare to draw from some othor blood
sucker. __

Rochdale has a "  Brotherhood of Q/ean Lips.” Why not 
also a “ Brotherhood of Clean Noses” ? It would be better' 
for the cotton trade.

Three Ashby magistrates have given a servant girl three 
months for filching some of her master’s cigars and some 
perfumery. It was a first offence, and a caution would have 
sufficed. Two of tho three magistrates are clergymen. We 
hear they are both writing sermons on the text “  Blessed are 
tho merciful.”

“ Yes,”  said an impassioned Christian Evidence man, 
“  these freethinkirrg votaries of ecionco, falsely so called, wishj 
us to helieye th<*t we are ah. descended, from Darwin,”

Ex-Lord Chancellor Halsbury signs a begging circular sent 
out by the Christian Evidence Society, headed “ Infidelity 
and how to meet it ” — in which an urgent appeal is made 
for “ larger liberality.”  Their funds have fallen below 
£1,100 a year, which is very little to be divided among the 
reverend secretaries. Perhaps if the C.E.S. would fight 
“  infidelity ”  a little more straightforwardly, good Christians 
would rally to its support.

Lord Halsbury and Sir G. G. Stokes, in their begging letter 
to the press, speak of the “  pernicious literature ”  which 
Secularists scatter “  broadcast.”  If they mean by pernicious 
nothing but anti-Christian, we don’t object to the epithet. If 
they mean, or wish to convey, anything worse, we should call 
them a brace of cowardly scoundrels.

The ex-Lord Chancellor and the Professor don’ t do much 
for Christian Evidences themselves. Perhaps they know their 
own incapacity. They seem to pin their faith on “  Celestine 
Edwards.”  After all the missionary enterprise in converting 
the heathen, the Christian Evidence Society relies on a black 
man to turn England to Christianity.

Said the Bishop of Newcastle, at a meeting of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, “  There was a 
great amount of cruelty in the homes of England, which must 
and should, please God, be put a stop to.”  His lordship 
forgets that, on his own theory, nothing whatever can take 
place without God’s pleasure or permission, and that, there
fore, the present cruelty may please God as much as the 
opposition to it. Moreover, much of it is carried on in the 
belief that the use of the rod in enforcing obedience has the 
authority of the word of God.

T. L. Howarth, who has been sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment for frauds in connexion with a building society 
in Durham, is the son of a well known Methodist preacher in 
the district.

The missing word competitions have drawn down many 
denunciations of gambling from our well-paid guardians of 
morals. But still less opposition to gambling than to drunken
ness can be found in the pages of the Bible. On the con
trary, we find that casting lots was the divinely-appointed 
method for dividing Palestine among tho tribes and for filling 
up the blank among the twelve apostles caused by the suicide 
of Judas. Solomon, or the compiler of the Proverbs, puts all 
games of chance under divine providence, saying, “  Tho lot is 
cast into the lap ; but the whole disposing thereof is of tho 
Lord.”  Many of those who cry out against word competition 
wink the other eye at church rallies and lotteries at bazaars. 
Here the end justifies the means.

In a book written by Mgr. Segur and published in Boston 
by T. B. Noonan and Co., entitled “ Plain Talk about the 
Protestantism of To-day,”  wo find these pon pictures of 
two of the great Protestant leaders:— “  Luther died 
forlorn of God, blaspheming to the very end. Ilis last 
word was an attestation of impenitence. His eldest son, 
who had doubts both about tho reformation and the reform, 
asked him for a last time whether he persevered in the 
doctrino he preached. ‘ Yes,’ replied a gurgling sound 
from the old sinner’s throat— and Luther was boforo his 
God.” — p. 225 ____

Calvin (continues this Christian priest) died of scarlet 
fever, devoured by vermin, and eaten up by an ulcerous 
abscess, the stench whereof drove away every person. In 
great misery ho gave up his rascally ghost, despairing 
of salvation, evoking the devils from tho abyss, and uttering 
oaths most horrible and blasphemies most frightful.— p. 225.

The awful sinner’s death-bed is a very ancient dodge 
of the priests. Tho kings who would not obey Jahveh, that 
is* his priests, all came to a bed end. Tho story of Herod’s 
awful death is probably a similar concoction.

Tho Prosbytery of Inverness aro making an inquiry into tho 
circumstances attending the death of the Eev. John Gray, 
which is attributed by his brother to the gross ill-treatment 
and utter neglect ho received during his illness at tho hands 
of tho Roy. Donald Simpson, of Moy, Inverness, with whom 
he served as assistant. This man of Cod, it is alleged, wa*
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so afraid of catching the fever of his subordinate that he 
proposed his removal to a wool-shed and left the house, lock
ing up every room, and leaving the poor man to die without 
the common necessaries of a sick chamber.

Many will learn with regret of the incarceration in an 
asylum of Mr. J. William Watson, author of Lachrymce 
Musarum ;  for Mr. Watson has shown himself a true if not a 
great poet. He seems to have some form of the Theosophic 
delusion, since he is said to have declared himself a reincar
nation of Milton. We trust Mr. Watson will speedily recover.

The recently discovered fragments of a Gospel according to 
Peter support the theory that the earlier forms of Christian 
belief did not deny Christ’s divinity, but his humanity. The 
gospel is said to favor the Docetic heresy which made Christ 
a purely spiritual being. It makes him utter the exclamation, 
“  My strength, my strength, why hast thou forsaken me ?”

He dropped a penny in the plate 
And meekly raised his eyes,

Glad the week’s rent was fairly paid 
For mansions in the skies.

An old lady who had been a regular attendant at church 
was taken ill, and could not attend. When visited by the 
vicar, who came to make the usual inquiries on her absence, 
he asked her if she did not miss going to church, when, to 
his great astonishment, the old lady answered, “  Oh no, sir, 
for I alwis make Jano sit at the winder and tell me who goes 
by, and if they have got anything new on.”

While the black champion was at South Shields he was 
thrice invited by public advertisement in the local press to 
enter into a set debate with a representative of the local 
Branch of the N.S.S. Mr. S. M. Peacock, who inserted 
the advertisement, is President of the North Eastern Secular 
Federation, and he gave his address for any answer. No 
answer was received; indeed, the black champion told 
a Free Press interviewer that he did not care for such 
dobates. Since he has left South Shields, however, the 
local Branch of the Christian Evidence has replied to a letter 
from the N.S.S. Branch, and declined to arrange for a 
debate on the ground that “  yoa would not have a discussion 
while Mr. Edwards was at South Shields.”  Could the force 
of impudence go farther ?

As the time approaches for the fulfilment of Baxter’s 
prophecies, his disciples are beginning to hedge and put later 
dates for the second coming of J. C. In his work published 
in 1888, Baxter made a ten kingdomed confederacy by great 
wars and revolutions botween 1889— 1891, and the rise 
of Napoleon as King of Syria, 1892. But at that time ho 
said Boulanger had the number of the Beast, and twenty 
years before published Louis Napoleon, the Destined Monarch 
o f  the World, |

The notorious thief and bank-robber, Georgo Bidwoll, who 
defrauded the Bank of England of 5,000,000 dols., is travel
ling over this country lecturing on the influence of Christianity 
on honesty in business. His lectures are given under the 
auspices of tho Young Men’s Christian Association. Comment 
is unnecessary.— Trutliseeker,

Mary Ann Smith, a pedlar from Norfolk, was sentenced by 
the Rev. J. Russell Jackson, chairman of tho Spalding Bench 
of Justices of Peace, to a months’ imprisonment. The rev. 
magistrate severely censured the folly and stupidity of 
fortune telling, yet virtually gets his own living by telling 
people’s fortunes in another world.

The Bible-sanctioned belief in witchcraft still lingers. An 
old man in Lurgan, Ulster, who was suffering from erysipelas, 
called in a noted “ charmer”  in tho district, with the result 
that he died of blood-poisoning.

A  Genoese watchmaker has constructed a centennial clock 
for the World’s Fair, a timepiece that will run for a month 
and show the progress of Columbus from Port Palos to San 
Salvador, tho landing of tho Spaniards, the dances of the 
natives, and the return of tho triumphant discoverers. Tho 
motions of tho figures ere said to be wonderfully life-like, but

unless those dances can be stopped on Sunday, the Chicago 
Sabbath Association will probably confiscate the whole 
apparatus.

Canon Ivens has been lecturing on the Bible, the writers 
of which, of course, he believes to be inspired, but, says he, 
“  When I say that they were inspired I do not mean that 
they were rendered infallible as to verbal accuracy, as to 
history, or as to science. As to these matters, they knew 
neither more nor less than other men who lived at the same 
time.” So it seems that God went to the trouble of giving a 
divine revelation without making sure that it was even 
verbally accurate.

The Rev. Peter Mackenzie is an amusing old peripatetic 
Methodist preacher, who goes about lecturing on such sub
jects as Johah and the Whale and Balaam and his Beast. We 
should say, from the report of a lecture on the last-mentioned 
subject, that he contrived unwittingly to draw a deal of 
ridicule upon the stories. As a sample of his wit take this : 
“ Balaam was the son of Beor or Bosor. Beer and boozer, 
mind you, often come together. (Renewed laughter.)”

James Granville is a youth who fancies a profession of 
Christianity may cover a multitude of sins. Accused of 
stealing a waistcoat, he declared he was a Christian young 
man and never missed going to church. He will continue to 
go regular for at least three months in prison.

“  A Yorkshire Vicar,”  writing to the Leeds Mercury in 
opposition to Bishop Jayne's public-house schemes, contends 
that the wine of the Lord’s supper was non-alcoholic, because 
the New Testament speaks, not of “  wine,”  but of “  the fruit 
of the vine.”  He forgets that the supper was partaken at 
Passover time, in the spring, and that the only way the fruit 
of the vine could be kept till that season was by fermentation, 
and the consequent production of alcohol. The word used 
in John ii. 10 is the same as elsewhere rendered “  drunken.”

St. George Mivart, the Jesuit pupil, writing in the here
tical Nineteenth Century, says hell is a place of happiness. 
The Catholic authorities who issue, by Papal permission, the 
Garden o f  the Soul as a manual of Christian doctrine, say: 
“  Represent to yourself a dark city, all burning and stinking 
with pitch and brimstone, and full of inhabitants who cannot 
get out. The damned are in the depth of Hell as within this 
woful city, where they suffer unspeakable torments in all 
their senses and members.”  And these torments it proceeds 
to dilate upon.

There are about 13,000 members of the Society of Jesus. 
Their influence, however, depends rather on their discipline 
than their numbers. With anything like their cohesion Free
thinkers would be far more powerful.

The Chinese have formed a committee of prominent men 
and got up a big subscription for a grand joss-pidgin to all 
tho gods in the Buddhist directory, in order to avert typhoons 
from tho Colony of Macao. They are estimating 20,000 dols. 
as tho cost of tho show, which will come off before Christmas. 
If they would put the money into some storm-insurance con
cern it would do more good. The affair will, however, 
attract large crowds of Chinese to Macao, and all tho iceising, 
fantdn, pak-kap-piao and Other lotteries, oven the nouse of 
Holy Mercy, will do big business.— TIong-Keng Telegraph.

One of the “  dime ” museums of Chicago exhibits a snake’s 
skin bearing this legend :— “  Skin of the serpent that tempted 
Eve in tho Garden of Paradise. It was killed by Adam the 
following day after the treason. Adam hit it with a club, of 
which traces are still left. This skin was part of the inherit
ance of Adam, and was preserved in his family in Asia. The 
genuineness is attested by the doctors of divinity whose seals 
are attached.”  ____

A  correspondent in China writes : “  Almost all the Chris
tian missionaries are very insolent and troublesome. They 
have bought large and valuable properties in China and are 
always trying to squeeze as much money as they can from 
the Chinese government and from the ignorant natives. They 
are always carrying on intrigues, and do far more harm then 
good. They come to China to make money."
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Thia seems to be the opinion also of the Hong-Kong 
Telegraph, which, reciting Dr. Griffith John’s hope that the 
governor of the district where Christianity is reviled will take 
the matter in hand and put a final stop to their proceedings, 
says: “  To the foregoing the Hong-Kong Telegraph would 
like to add that it hopes somebody will shortly take the 
matter in hand and put a final stop to the insane proceedings 
of Dr. Griffith John and the crowd of raving fanatics whose 
views he claims to represent.”

Saint Thomas Aquinas, “  the angelic doctor,”  is referred to 
by the present Pope as the doctor of the church whose mind 
and principles are to be followed as a safe guide on its teach
ing. He says (Supplementum, Q. 97, art. 4 ) :  “  The disposi
tion of hell is so ordered as to contribute to the misery of the 
damned in the greatest possible manner, and so there is both 
light and darkness— sufficient light to see their own and 
others’ misery, but without the pleasure of light.”  So far 
from allowing there is any happiness in hell, he argues that 
it would be far preferable to be annihilated. His words are 
(Supplementum, Q. 98, art. 3 ) :  “  The misery of the damned 
exceeds all the misery of this world. But in order to avoid 
the misery of this world it is preferable to some to die, 
according to Ecclus. xl. Therefore, much more is it preferable 
to the damned not to be.”  It would be interesting to see 
how Mr. Mivart reconciles these passages with his new 
Catholic theology.

The Catholic Church only ceased burning because heretics 
got too numerous to stand being burnt, and just so it is 
ready to relax the fire of hell for those who will not believe 
it. But Father Furniss’s red-hot furnace for naughty 
children is still circulated among the young and ignorant.

"  Happiness in hell,”  said Lucianus. “  Why some people 
would never be happy anywhere. I doubt if I should feel 
comfortable myself in the company of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and David.”  ____

Last week we referred to a Deptford Christian Defence 
Association which “  challanged ”  (sic) the President of the 
National Secular Society to come and reply to some 
anonymous lecturer on Sunday, December I I . The lecturer 
turns out to be a fellow called Taylor, who lately suffered 
imprisonment for stealing teapots. This fellow had the 
impudence to print on his handbill “  Mr. G. W . Foote, 
editor of th& Freethinker, is expected.” Such a lie on the bill, 
and such a lecturer, are enough to make Christianity stink in 
the nostrils of decent people at Deptford.

John Eagle, who sells papers at Willesden Junction, is a 
blind man. Mr. Marsh, the relieving officer of the Hendon 
Union, interested himself in the poor fellow’s behalf, and 
raised a subscription to provide him with a shelter. Some 
of the religious folk refused to subscribe unless they had a 
guarantee that Eagle would not Bell any of the Sunday papers.

The latest fad of London Society, with a big S, is palmistry, 
and according to a paragraph which is going the rounds of 
the papers (is it an advertisement ?) the rooms of a young 
and handsome man, who expounds the science and tells 
fortunes, are crowded with visitors. Theosophy, apparently, 
has bad its day as a "sensation.”

A  young lady who lately gave an order to her milliner for 
a bonnet, said, “ You are to make it plain, but at the same 
time smart, as I sit in a conspicuous place in church.”

One does not expect to find an adverse criticism of Divine 
Providence issued by the Religious Tract Society, but in a 
recent little penny illustrated Life of Columbus the following 
passage occurs : “  The ways of Divine Providence are deeply 
mysterious ; what may have been designed by permitting the 
inhabitants of these islands and countries to be brought under 
the dominion of Romanism, we, with our limited knowledge, 
cannot te ll; but, with our light, we cannot but regret that 
they were not at once made acquainted with the true faith, 
and a simpler and purer worship.”  Of course all kinds of 
regret amounts to a censure of the divine government.

"  Well, Mr. 8nedicker, how did you like my sermon f  ”  
i'.sked a young preacher, " Y e  see, parson»”  wrs the r?ply<

“  I’m an old man now, and have to set pretty well back by 
the stove; and there’s old Miss Smith, Widder Taff, ’n Mrs. 
Rylan’s darters, ’n Nabby Birt, ’n all the rest, setting in 
front of me with their mouths wide open, a swallerin’ down 
all the best of the sermon; n’ what gtes down to me is pretty 
poor stuff, parson, pretty poor stuff.”

A  subscriber who has been studying Webster’s new 
“ Unabridged”  expresses a [regret that the lexicographer’s 
definition of the word “ boil’ ’ had not met the eyes of the 
new version people before they translated the book of Job, as 
it would have been so beautiful to say, instead of boils, “ And 
Satan smote Job with circumscribed subcutaneous inflamma
tions, characterised by pointed pustular tumors, and sup
purating with central cores.”

“ December, January, and February,”  says Talmage, “ are 
harvest months for the Devil.”  These are the months of 
the long evenings, when people go to theatres and dancing 
parties. In such things Talmage smells brimstone. A play
bill, to him, is a sign of the Devil. What a strong passion is 
trade jealousy I ____

“  God told me to do it,”  was the cry of Rebecca Oakey, 
who was found in her bedroom with her nightdress in flames. 
She died of shock to the system.

The Jewish festival of Ohanuka, which comes like Christ
mas about the end of the natural year, seems like it to 
represent the return and increase of light. A  principal 
feature is the lighting up of candles, one being lit on the 
first night, two on the second, and so on until there are eight.

Mr. Gladstone tells a curate that the Church of England 
“  receives no assistance from public funds.”  This is one of 
the Grand Old Man’s round-the-corner statements—true 
in the letter but false in the spirit. He knows very well that 
the property of all State Churches is public property, and he 
acted on the knowledge when he disestablished the Irish 
Church. ____

Church bells used to be rung to frighten away devils, 
and sometimes comets. At Eopylak, in Russia, the sacristan 
rang the church bells to frighten away burglars.

Ring happy bells across the snow ;
The burglar’s burgling, make him go.

“  Clifton,”  says the Christian Commonwealth, “  has been 
called the ‘ Paradise of Preachers.’ ”  And no wonder, our 
contemporary exclaims ; for on account of its scenery, fino air, 
and social attractions, it is “  one of the most desirable places 
of residence for preachers whether in or out of harness, as 
well as of persons of every intellectual taste and respectable 
social grade.”  Heavens 1 To think we have had eighteen 
centuries of Christianity to produce this sickening snobbery 1

Gabriel had blown a blast on tho last trump, and Gholly 
crawled from under a tombstone. “  Deuced wacket 1 ”  he 
exclaimed. “  It’s the resurrection,”  exclaimed Gabriel.
“  You’ve been dead, you know.”  “  Have I, weally ? Thanks, 
awfully, I assure you. Nevah should have noticed it.”

CONTRIBUTIONS TO N.S.S.

Special F und.— W. Clarkson, £ 1 ;  Mrs. B. E. Marks, 10s ; 
S. A ., 10s.

Benevolent F ond.— Luton Branch, 5s. Gd.; F. Smallman, 
£ 5  ; W. Clarkson, £1 ; Mrs. B. E. Marks, 10s. ; S. A., os.

E. M. V ance, assistant-sec.

TEE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

The brute despair of twenty centuries
Leaped up with one hoarse yell and snapped its bands,
Groped for its rights with horny, callous hands,
And stared around for God with bloodshot eyes)
What wonder that those palms were all too hard 
For nice dlstihetiort«»

Broivninp,



The Freethinker.December 18, 1892

MR. FOOTE’S ENGAGEMENTS.

Sunday, Dec. 18, Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C-; at 
11.15, “ General Booth as a Social Savior” : at 7, “ The Birth
day of God.”

January 1, Birmingham; 8, Leicester; 15 and 22, Hall of 
Science; 29, Bristol.

February 5, H ull; 12 and 19, Hall of Science.
March 5, Liverpool.

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Mb . Charles Watts’ Engagements.— Dec. 18, Birmingham. 
A ll communications for Mr. Watts should be sent direct to 
him (with stamped envelope for reply) at Baskerville Hall, 
The Orescent, Birmingham.

A. Baxter.— We wrote a few weeks ago on the alleged case 
of “  infidel intolerance ”  in France. It must have escaped 
your attention. By the way, as the Catholic Church in 
France is supported by the State, it can hardly expect the 
“  freedom ”  it would enjoy if it supported itself.

0 . Doeg,— We note what you report as to the projected debate 
with the Rev. W. W. Howard at Liverpool. The negotia
tions for a debate at Spennymoor do not seem to bo making 
much progress. Wo hope you will he more successful. 

Josephus.— We really cannot waste time over such exegesis. 
You are entitled to your own opinion. You asked for ours 
and wo gave it.

J. G. Dobson.— You need be under no apprehension. Mr.
Foote will offer Huddersfield a date as soon as possible.

“  Freethinker ”  Sustentation Fund .— J. Edmonds (2nd 
sub.), 3s.

0, W ylde.—Mr. Forder w ill supply you with the back numbers 
of this journal you requiro. Apply to him direct at 28 
Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Rose.—It is o f no use discussing Hebrew in a paper for 
ordinary English readers. Besides, the question of the 
inspiration of the Old Testament can bo discussed, and 
settled, on broader lines of science, humanity, and common 
sense.

E. Pownceby, secretary, London Secular Federation, desires 
all who have collecting-cards to send them in (w ith remit
tance) immediately, in ordor that tho annual balauoe-sheet 
may be made up.

R. Chapman.— Seo “  Acid Drops.”  You will bo very clever to 
hook the black champion into a public debate.

Camberwell Freethinkers w ill be ablo to obtain Secular 
publications at tho hall, Cl New Church-road, on Christmas 
Day.

J. E dmonds.— Sorry to hoar you cannot got a room for a 
Branch at Ashford. Bigotry dies vory hard,

G. Campion.— We do not print Christian verses. Try a 
Christian paper.

J. M. Headley.— Glad to hoar you tackled Mason tho “  former 
infidel lecturer ”  at Yarmouth. Ho certainly did not “  lecture 
at tho Hall of Scienco with G. J. Holyoako and Ernost Jones 
forty yoars ago.”  The Hall of Scienco did not tlion exist, 
and Ernest Jones never lectured on tho Freethought plat
form. Mason is evidently trading with a vory romantic 
prospectus.

Correspondence should roach us not lator than Tuesday if a 
reply is dosirod in tho curront issuo. Otherwise the reply 
stands over till tho following wook.

Friends who send us nowspapors would enhance tho favor by 
marking the passages to which tlioy wish to call our attention. 

Papers Received.— Dor Lichtfround— Boston Investigator— 
Opon Court— Freidenkor— Two Worlds— Der Anno Teufel 
•—Liberty— Liberator— Progressive Thinker— Flaming Sword 
— Secular Thought— Modern Thought— Twontioth Century—  
Fur Unsoro Jugond— Freethinker’s Magazine— Truthsookor 
— Wostern Figaro— Clarion— Church Reformor— Ironclad 
Age— Independent Pulpit— La Verito Philosophique— Echo 
— Watts’s Literary Guido— Freedom— Cosmopolitan— Star— 
Glasgow Evening Cili/.en— Staffordshire Sontinol— Leeds 
Mercury— Manchester Evening News— Newcastle Daily 
Loader —  Soworby Bridgo Chronicle— Northern Light— 
Castloford Bridgo— Dunoon Herald— Shields Daily Gazette 
— Hong Kong Daily Telegraph— Moralist.

L iterary communications to bo addressed to tho Editor, 
14 Olorkcnwell-greon, London, E.O. All business communi
cations to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, Loudon, E.O. 

Scale of A dvertisements.— Thirty words, Is. Gd. ; every 
succeeding ton words, Gd. Displayed Advertisements :— 
One inch, 3s. ; Half Column, 15s. ; Column, £1 10s. Special 
terms for repetitions.

I t boing contrary to Post-ofiico regulations to announco on tho 
wrapper when tho subscription is duo, subscribers will 
roccivo tho number iu n colored wruppor wheu their sub
scription expires.

The Freethinker w ill be forwarded, direct from tho office, poet 
free, at the following rates, prepaid ¡— Olio Voaf| 6s, Gd, j 
Half YeM» 9s, 8d, | Thtee Months; Is, 7ld,

80J

S P E C I A L .

I have arranged to meet the committee of the Ports
mouth Branch on Friday evening (Dec. 16) and 
discuss the matter with them personally. It would 
be very imprudent to disclose our plan of campaign 
to tho enemy. The struggle cannot be entered upon 
with any prospect of success unless the Freethought 
party places full confidence in me as its elected 
President. My intention i3, if the Portsmouth com
mittee accepts my advice, to go down and lecture in 
Wellington Hall myself, charging for admission in the 
usual way, and leaving the bigots to begin the fight if 
they choose. I have every confidence in the result 
being beneficial to our cause. If the fighting begins, it 
will not end in a day or two, and it will not be con
fined to Portsmouth. We are bound to resist the 
bigots. There is no point of morality or public order 
involved in charging for admission to lectures on 
Sunday. My legal adviser corroborates my view 
that taking a collection is equally in contravention 
of the Act of George III. Personally I shall enter 
the struggle (if it must be entered) with a well- 
considered policy, and a determination to fight to the 
end. Such a contest may oblige me to appeal to the 
Freethought party for its strongest support.

G. W . Foote.

S U G A R  P L U M S .
Air. Footo lectured to a capital audience at the London 

nail of Science on Sunday evening. His reply to Professor 
Bruce’s Apologetics was listened to with close attention, and 
at the finish very enthusiastically applauded. Mr. J. Brumage 
was in the chair. Prior to the lecture Air. Foote made a 
statement with respect to the Portsmouth incident. His 
statement that be had a plan of campaign, and meant fighting 
himself if the police carried out their threat, was greeted with 
tremendous cheers. ____

Air. Foole did not conclude the London Secular Federation’ s 
course of Free Lectures at Islington. He felt it advisable to 
take a longer rest from public speaking, n is place was filled 
by Mr. Touzeau Parris, who delivered a stirring discourse to 
a very largo meeting. On Sunday morning Mr. Foote’s place 
at the Hall of Science was kindly taken by Mr. Forder.

The London Secular Federation’s annual dinner is to take 
place at the Hall of Science on Wednesday evening, Jan. 4. 
The tickets, as before, are half-a-crown. A first-rate caterer 
has been engaged, and tho hall will be tastefully decorated. 
Friends who come may be sure of a pleasant evening. Mr. 
Foote will preside, and amoDg tho speakers to toasts will be 
J. AI. Wheeler, Charles Watts, Touz3au Parris, G. Standring, 
A. B. Moss, W. Ileaford, II. Snell, J. Rowney, Alias Vanee, and 
Mrs. Samson. Tickets can be obtained at the Hall, at 28 
Stonecutter-street, and from any Branch secretary.

The double number of the Freethinker we referred to in 
our last issue will not be published during the Christmas 
week. It will be issued as a new year’s number— dated 
January 1, 1893. Besides a large quantity of special reading 
matter, it will contain finely-executed portraits of our con
tributors, including the editor and sub-editor. The list 
comprises G. W. Foote, J. AI. Wheeler, Charles Watts, Touzeau 
Parris, A. B. AIoss, R. Forder, Q. Standring, and W. Heaford. 
Wo may also find space for a good cartoon.

On Monday evening Mr. Foote visited Ipswich and deli- 
voted the first Freethought lecture there during the present 
generation. Air. Robert Forder accompanied him and took 
the chair. Nearly three hundred people assembled in tho 
Cooperative Hall, most of whom were apparently in sym
pathy with the lecturer’s views as to the relative merits cf 
Christianity and Secularism. Tho meeting Was really 
enthu»l?.«tio from beginning to end, flnP\e very poor oppofti-
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tion was offered. One of the speakers told a number of 
“  experience ”  anecdotes. For instance, ho was once short of 
food, and the Lord sent him five loaves and a piece of bacon. 
The Rev. Mr. Bloomfield, a popular Independent minister, 
came in after the lecture, and expressed his regret that an 
engagement had prevented him from hearing it. At the same 
time he expected to read a report in one of the local papers, 
and he would reply to the lecture in his chapel on Sunday 
evening. Mr. Foote said that he also regretted that he could 
not cross swords with the reverend gentleman. But why not 
have a set debate ? He would be happy to meet Mr. Bloom
field or any other representative Christian. Whereat the 
meeting cheered, but Mr. Bloomfield gave no response.

After the lecture a meeting of Freethinkers willing to join 
an Ipswich Branch of the N.8.S. was held in the afternoon. 
Mr. Scopes, who is acting as secretary pro tern, has the names 
and addresses of thirty-five such persons. This will make an 
excellent start. As soon as the new Branch is in working 
order, as it will be in a week or two, arrangements will 
be made for an active propaganda. We believe it will be a 
very active one. The thirty-five Ipswich “  saints ”  seem to 
be of a first-rate type. We expect good things from them in 
the immediate future. ____

Mr. J. Rowney and Mr. Boyce debated “  The Resurrection ” 
at the London Hall of Science on Wednesday, December 7. 
There was a large audience, the discussion was carried out 
courteously, and Mr. Rowney appears to have ably sustained 
the Freethought side of the question.

Christian Evidence lecturers sometimes debate with Free
thinkers, but the Christian Evidence Society will never put 
one of them forward as its representative in such an encounter. 
Is the C.E.S. afraid of debate, or does it know its lecturers’ 
incompetence ?

The South Shields Branch has arranged a debate on “  Is 
there a Future Life ?”  between Mr. Stanley Jones and a 
prominent local Spiritualist, Mr. Robert Grice. The debate 
takes place to-day (Dec. 18), afternoon and evening, at 
Thornton’s Theatre. The South Shields annual social 
gathering takes place on Monday, Jan. 2, at the Baring-street 
Schools. Tickets can be obtained from any member of the 
Branch. __

The Wolverhampton Branch has secured a regular Sunday 
meeting place at the Athentoum Assembly Room, Queen- 
street. Local Freethinkers are earnestly invited to attend.

On Boxing Day there will be a musical and dramatic enter
tainment at the Battersea Secular Hall. Tickets 3d. and 6d., 
proceeds to go to the Branch, which is in need of funds. 
There will be dancing after the entortainment.

The Liverpool and Bootle Secular Tontine, the oldest 
tontine in connexion with the Secular party, has this year 
afforded relief in sickness to several of its members. The 
subscription is Cd. per week, with Is. per quarter for 
management. After meeting all expenses and adding to the 
reserve fund, the society is in a position to give a dividend 
of 16s. 6d. to each member, so that the members have had the 
assurance of 10s. per week and medical attendance at a cost of 
a little over 3d. per week. The committee are desirous 
of enrolling additional members ; all particulars can be had 
at the Oddfellows’ Hall on Sundays.

Mr. Bradlaugh had largely the fortune to be vilified during 
his life and praised after his death. The Northern Light 
notices that, it was recently remarked in Union Chapel, 
Islington, that “  no man was more conscientious, or added 
more dignity to his position as a Parliamentary representative, 
than Charles Bradlaugh.”  __

William Simpson, the artist and archaeologist, known 
widely as Crimean Simpson, was somewhat of a Freethinker, 
and once wrote a skit in a Freethought paper to prove that 
Myles McSweeney was neither a man nor a god, but a myth. 
Ho used to tell a good story of Sir Richard Burton, who 
travelled through Afghanistan in the guise of a Mahommedan 
fakir. Burton soon drew upon himself a reputation for groat 
sanctity, of which he was rather proud, until an Afghan friend 
whispered to him that the people were beginning to wish they 
■could exhibit the tomb of so great a saint, Thess he thought

it time to depart, for he know that when they wanted the 
tomb the corpse would soon be ready.

The Bulletin of the French Freethought Federation 
publishes an extract from a letter by Mdlle. Maria Deraismes, 
who was delegated to the Congress at Madrid, in which she 
states it was her intention to have protested expressly against 
the theological doctrine of the fall through woman, and the 
consequent subjection of her sex.

The French Freethinkers are subscribing to pay the heavy 
fine imposed on M. Vernouillet for refusing to take the oath 
as juryman at Rheims.

M ARRIAG E W IT H  A  DECEASED W IF E ’S SISTER.

H u g o  A r n o t , in his Collection o f  C rim inal T ria ls  in  
Scotland, 1785, mentions the case of William Drjsdale 
and Barbara Tannatoli, who in 1705 were charged with 
incest. Drysdale was a widower, and Barbara Tannahill, 
the sister of his wife, who had been dead two years, con
fessed before the kirk session to having lain with him. 
The court adjudged Tannahill to be hanged, and Drysdale 
to be banished for life, founding its judgment upon thè 
18th chapter of Leviticus, and of course giving the severest 
sentence to the woman.

Commenting on this case, H ugo Arnot has the following 
observations : “  A  rancorous detestation of irregular com
merce between the sexes has distinguished those religious 
sects which pretend to an uncommon degree o f spiritual 
purity, and in a peculiar degree the rigid disciples of 
Calvin. Indeed, the apostle to whose mysterious doctrines 
they are peculiarly attached has barely tolerated the giving 
obedienco to that impulse with which nature has directed 
every animal to the propagation of its species. . . . The 
Presbyterian clergy, in matters of scandal and of witch
craft, arrogated to themselves the office of public prose
cutors, o f inquisitors-general ; and so late as the year 
1720, the ministers, in behalf of themselves and their kirk 
sessions, publicly exercised this office in our courts of 
justice. Their busy zeal in hunting out young women 
whom they suspected of being with child, and after old 
women who lay under the imputation of witchcraft, was 
productive of the most dismal consequences. In the one 
case, their persecution was aimed at unhappy women who 
had obeyed the impulse of nature ; in the other, at those 
who incurred the imputation of doing what nature rendered 
it impossible for them to do. In both the pains and the 
piety of the clergy were productive of the Bame issue, the 
driving miserable creatures to the gallows.”

KINGS AND GODS.

“  Religion and government were originally identical. In 
those primitive times, the ' ruling powers,’ though invisible, 
inaudible, and intangible— though actually mere creatures of 
the imagination, were generally believed to bo real per
sonalities ; real gods, possessing intelligence, appetites and 
passions similar to those of men. These mythical beings—  
usually monsters in the forms, the appetites and the passions 
ascribed to them by their inventors, the priests— were held to 
bo the sources whence was derived all the authority by 
which man ruled over his fellow-man— as the sources whence 
the priests— tho rulers in civil as well as roligious matters— 
derived the right to rule, to rob, and to enslave their fellow- 
men. By the people generally, these mythical monsters were 
regarded only with feelings of unmixed and intense fear, 
never with feelings of love and admiration. And yet, from 
these purely ideal, these hideous monsters, and from them 
alone, was derived the so-called ‘ divine right of kings,’ 
even of the present day. Of necessity, then, this protended 
‘ right ’ is just as mythical in its existence, just as monstrous 
in its character, as was the source whence, according to 
its own advocates, it was derived.” — J. R. Kelso, “  Government 
Analysed."

A little tot, saying her prayers, was asked by her mother 
why she had not asked forgiveness for some special act of dis
obedience, “  Why, mamma, I didn’t s’pose you wanted it 
mentioned outside the family.”



December 18, 1892. The Freethinker. 811

F A C T S .

TnERE is !a certain funny story that cannot be told too 
often. “  Oh,”  cried the visitor to a jail when his friend 
behind the bars told him what ho was imprisoned for, 
“ oh, they can’t put you in jail for that.”  “  The devil they 
can’ t,”  exclaimed the man, “  I 'm  h ere ! ”  To turn like 
this man from theories as to whether a thing can be or is 
probable to be so, to the actual hard fact whether it is so— 
this is a method of thinking that all should endeavor to 
adopt as habitual. In every case, where the practical facts 
can be obtained—and there are few  where they can not— 
the application of this way of getting at the truth should be 
the very first thing done.

Says on e : “  Freethought must produce immorality, Free
thinkers having no foundation, no ultimate sanction, for 
the moral command; while Christians have a foundation 
for it, and they are moreover incited to virtue by promise 
of a heaven and deterred from sin by threat of a hell.” 
This sounds very well. But how about the actual facts 
to be observed, which testify to the precise opposite? 
W hich nations are the most criminal, those the most 
or those the least religious ? Is it Germany and England 
that are notorious for gambling, brawling, assassination, 
criminality generally, or is it Spain and M exico? Are 
France and America bywords for tyranny and extor
tion, cruelty and injustice, while Russia and Ireland re
ceive the praises of every tongue for equity and peace ? 
Which of the nationalites among us are the immoral 
ones ? Never mind theory ; let us go  out to the nearest 
public place and see whether the first couple we find 
drunk and quarrelling there belong to those nationalities 
which we know believe least in Christianity, or to those 
that believe in it most.

Sometimes the argument takes the form— Freethinkers 
may perhaps be as moral as Christians, but that is because 
they are more intellectual. A few  superior, thoughtful 
minds may be capable of continuing a just course of conduct 
without belief in God, but for the great masses of the 
people such a belief is absolutely necessary. This is a 
favorite position with some who are Freethinkers at heart, 
but from fear of Christian ostracism are anxious to find 
some excuse for withholding themselves from propagan
dist work. “  Can they not perceive,”  says one of our late 
correspondents— though we are by no means to be under
stood as including him in the faint-hearted class mentioned 
— “  that a godless race, unless at the summitof intelligence, 
must inevitably be sinful ? ”  No, we cannot perceive any
thing of the kind. For hero we have only to fall back upon 
the same method used before, the referring to actual facts, 
and we find the plainest evidence that such is not the case. 
The facts are right at hand—nothing could be more con
venient and more conclusive; it is strange that it did not 
occur to our correspondent to turn to them. W o will not 
compare intellectual with unintellectual men. W e will 
consider the masses of the people, and them only. And 
considering them, taking the masses o f any European 
nation at all, looking into any history at all, do we not find 
that the rise of etrong Christian belief coincided with the 
downfall of order and morals, that the height of the power 
of that belief coincided with the midnight o f barbaric 
ferocity and criminality, and that the decline of its influence 
has coincided with the sunrise of public order, justice, and 
goodness ?

Freethinkers are unhappy. All Freethinkers that dis
believe in a future life have lost what constitutes the 
greatest happiness of mankind. Freethinkers, in spreading 
their doctrines, take from Christians the only thing that 
makes life worth living ; the only thing that enables them 
to endure it and that supports them under its troubles. 
The foregoing is another of those propositions that look 
well. But by looking around one will see Freethinkers 
everywhere going about very jolly, quite absurdly oblivious 
of the duty they are under to invest themselves with the 
degree of dolefulness requisite to corroboration o f their 
pious friends’ theory. What Freethinker has felt a loss of 
happiness upon discarding the Christian belief ? How many 
Freethinkers cannot testify to increased cheerfulness and 
appreciation of life ?

Freethinkers are also oxpected to be unhappy from 
another cause. There is alleged to be in the world of 
science into which wo would usher mankind a lack of 
human feeling. There is in it a lack o f material for omotipn. 
It contains nothing coDgenerio, congenial to man. In

its inconceivable spaces, inexorable laws, unassimilable 
minerals, is found nothing capable of raising or filling 
man’s heart. The scientific beliefs are “ unsatisfying,”  
“  innutritive.”  Sometimes they are “  cold,”  “  frigid.”  
What needs to be said to all this ? Simply what we said 
before. Look about and see. Look about and see 
whether scientists and Freethinkers are less happy or more 
happy than Christians. Nothing further in disproof is 
required.

Surely it is well sometimes in making statements to 
construct them so that they will have some connection, 
some faint relation, with facts. Artemus Ward said that 
a comic paper is the better for having a few jokes in i t ; 
perhaps theories about facts are the better for having some 
distant correspondence to the facts.— Truthseeker.

THE PEOPLE.

Being me to life necessitous and hard
To manhood pressed by squalor and disease —

At odds with fortune. Let me be the bard 
Of struggling beggars. I would sing to these ;

For if such bold hearts held me in regard 
How should I love the drowsy halls of ease ?

0  1 not for me the smooth melodius strain/
The polished phrase, the sweet and fainting close, 

Luxurious chimes, nor dreamy idle pain,
Nor thought that from the cultured soul o’erflows. 

A h ! well I know such themes would be in vain ;
The wild heart feels but as the wild heart knows.

Bring me to life— mock mo no more with shams—
The empty show of things sans blood and motion, 

And save me from the sin that slays and damns—  
Content in mine own ease, that poisoned potion 

Give to aspirants for tho heavenly palms
To help them in their slavish, sleek, devotion.

Let mo be free of fashion’s paltry sway 
To sing of hunger, nakedness and storm,

Of toil that w istes the human heart away,
Hollows the eyes, and bends the slender form.

But he who battens on it day by day
Should feel my curse where he lies smug and warm.

The people 1— life-blood of the nation’s heart;
Whom the priest passes with averted eye 

And bids them— standing daintily apart—
To starve and be content, to starve and die,

For Heaven hath thus allotted them their part,
And so upon the further sido goes by.

The people! Who shall tell them of my love ?
Or how my heart beats evermore with theirs?

My song shall tell and these professions proof.
But could my heart express the thought it bears,

My magic song the heavens and earth should move,
To grant them surer answer to their prayers.

T. E. M.

HUXLEY ON THE GOSPEL MIRACLES.

We are told that the gospels contain a true revelation 
of tho spiritual world— a proposition which, in one sense 
of tho word “  spiritual,”  I should not think it necessary 
to dispute. But, when it is taken to signify that everything 
we are told about the world of spirits in these books is 
infallibly true ; that we are bound to accept the demonology 
which constitutes an inseparable part of their teaching ; and 
to profess belief in a supornaturalism as gross as that of any 
primitive people—it is at any rate permissible to ask why ? 
Science may be unable to define the limits of possibility, 
but it cannot escape from tho moral obligation to weigh the 
ovidence in favor of any allogod wonderful occurrence; 
and I havo endeavored to show that the evidenco for the 
Gadarene miraclo is altogether worthless. We havo simply 
three, partially discrepant, versions of a story, about the 
primitive form, tho origin, and tho authority for which 
we know absolutely nothing. But the evidenoe in favor 
of the Gadarene miracle is as good as that for any other.
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B O O K  C H A T .

Mr. J. J. Brown, of 300 Cathcart-road, Glasgow, lias sent 
us a brochure of eighty pages, which he calls the Eternal 
News. Some indication of the author’s peculiarity appears 
on the title-page, which announces that the Eternal News is 
for January 1, 1901. ('* Look out for the next in the year 
2001.” ) This shows a screw loose somewhere. But, if a 
“  crank,”  the author is a thinking one, or we should not have 
read his production, which indeed displays his agility in those 
mental gymnastics in which metaphysical Scotsmen delight. 
The reader who tries to follow the author’s thought will 
confess to having taken some vigorous exercise even though 
he laments he “  hasn’t got much forrader.”

* *  *

Mr. Brown reminds us of the late William Honeymin 
Gillespie, author of the Necessary Existence o f  Deity. He 
desires to demonstrate that which, if actually existent, ought 
to need no demonstration. The Eternal News concerns time, 
space, substance, motion, and shapes, which are affirmed to 
be “  the Entire Total of All Being or Existence.”  Perhaps 
the simple reader will ask where then is room for God and 
Satan, in both of whom the author believes ? Well, they 
come in under “  Substance,”  which is affirmed to be “  con
scious spirit.”  Poor old Matter is jockeyed out of court and 
treated as a bogie ghost, which spirit or spirits by “  will- 
pressure ”  play any game they like with.

* * *
Mr. Brown is bent on constructing a scheme of the 

universe, a compendium of the system of things. Undaunted 
by the failure of predecessors, he too will build a tower whose 
top reaches heaven, though the result be, as with most 
system-buildiDg, but confusion of tongues. lie  advances a 
series of thirty-four propositions— “  Truths ”  he calls them—  
which, like Jacob’s ladder, lead up to the clouds. The first 
rung is very simple. “  Time is neither space, nor substance, nor 
shapes, but simple time.”  This getting upstairs is a good 
deal like climbing a squirrel’s cage. The next fourteen 
“  truths ”  may also be admitted with little suspicion that 
Jacob’s ladder is circular and founded on a dream. But 
“ Truth 1 6 ”  announces that “ spirit is substance, because it 
must occupy or fill a space ” ; and further comments that 
spirit “ can throw itself into any Bhape it chooses.”  Now 
Mr. Brown himself defines “  spirit ”  as that which is “  con
scious.”  The definition refutes the idea that spirit is infinite 
and eternal; for to be conscious is a relative term, implying 
there is something external to be conscious of,

• • •
Mr. Brown, perhaps to meet this, identifies matter and 

spirit. “  Matter is spirit and spirit 1b matter ; much matter 
lies in the spirit of this truth, which to a true spirit matters 
much.”  Then when we take our meals we convert spirit, 
God, or Devil— manifesting under the guise of beefsteak or 
porter— into the appearance of chyme or chyle. Part of the 
Eternal Infinite Spirit becomes a part of ourselves, and 
another part may serve for purposes of manure. Such is the 
result of Mr. Brown’s philosophy.

* * •
But how does the appearance of matter arise ? Mr. Brown 

answers, “  The Ultimate particles begin to be by Will 
pressure.”  Will is the creator of motions and of shapes. 
Mr. Brown almost flies in a frenzy at the notion of inherent 
gravity. lie  says, “  the idea of 1 attraction ’ as a cause, or as 
having even any existence at all is ono of the most odious and 
idiotic that has ever blasted the brains of men.”  Strong 
words do not make a strong argument. Attraction is a name 
for a fact. What fact is represented by will pressure ? Mr. 
Brown will demonstrate the force of attraction by lying flat 
in his sleep long before he creates anything by will pressure.

• • *
The maddest part of Mr. Brown’s production is at the end, 

where he cites “  the scriptures upon the subject,”  and picks 
out texts which seem to support the Brownian interpretation 
of things in general. Ilad he looked at his scriptures 
critically he might have found that they identified “ spirit ”  
with “  breath,” and that the notion of a spirit-god grew out 
of an anthropomorphic ghost.

9 9 9

Partiicius: His Religious Progress is a rhymed argument 
for Deism, The author dismisses all dogmatic theology, and 
declares “  God’s highest aervico lies in tm in g  man.”  It is 
published by Williams and Ncrgatii

The Professor, and Other Poems (Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Triibner and Co.) exhibits thought and culture. The second 
poem in the volume, “  Doubts and Duty,”  is the apology of a 
clergyman, whose inmost thought of his creed is

Whoso believes it holds what cannot be,
And desecrates liis sacred temple, Thought,
By harboring in its shrine a paltry lie.

But who finds many reasons for maintaining his position in 
the Church, the principal being that he has no substitute for 
the crutch which he thinks helps others, though he himself 
perceives it to be worm-eaten and rotten ; and then 

This parsonage has a pleasant, pretty site.
Another poem, “  Sunday,”  begins brusquely—

I don’ t believe in Sunday, or the cant 
Which makes a seventh day sacred to a God,
Which takes delight in mankind’s misery,
And calls that holy which ascetic is.

The author pleads for playing tennis in the face of the 
church goers.

A  man is bound to protest 'gainst a lie,
And not stand cap in hand to let it pass 
Because his neighbor’s earnest in the lie.

*  *  9

M. Ranc looks on Renan as a reactionary in the direction 
of mysticism. He says : “  He left the Church, it is true, but 
he gave fresh life to the religious sentiment. He has been 
to Auguste Comte, to Littré, to Proudhon, what Jean Jacques 
Rousseau was to Voltaire, to Diderot, to the Encyclopaedists 
— a reactionary. He resuscitated a new Jesus, appropriate to 
the time ; the first was enough. He is the creator of a delicate 
but insipid religiosity. From this point of view Renan’s 
influence has been great, but deplorable.”

0 9 9

Shelley’s poems had a terribly small circulation during his 
lifetime. His Prometheus Unbound, as he himself says in 
one of his letters, he did not expect to see twenty copies 
disposed of. We believe that a less number than this was 
sold. One of his critics said it was well called “  Prometheus 
Unbound,”  for whoever would think of binding it. Now, 
however, an original edition would fetch a very large snm of 
money. Nor is this all. Shelley has apparently an ever- 
extending circle of readers— or at least of purchasers. Edition 
after edition of his poems is put into the book market, and 
a sixpenny edition has actually been published by the 
Messrs. Dicks.

9 9 9

Colonel Ingersoll has a brilliant article on Renan in the 
North American Review. We have issued it in pamphlet 
form.

DEEDS AND CREEDS.

T his is what tho sages teach,
Better far to work than preach,
This is what they always say,
Better far to work than pray.

Bottei a kind and loving deed 
Than wordy cant, or wordy creed,
Better a loaf to a hungry one,
Than mumbled prayers or organ’s tone.

Bettor for cold, a good warm fire,
Than all the prayers beneath church spire,
Better by far to dry the tear
Than cause its flow through slavish fear.

You better thus a heart can draw,
Than drive by fear of broken law ;
And all the bolts of wrathful Jove 
Will fail to win like deeds of love.

II. M. R icuauds.

Science has nothing to do with Christianity except so far 
as the habit of scientific thought makes a man cautious in 
admitting evidence. For myself I do not believe there ever 
has been any revelation.— Charles Darwin.

If we aro told a man is religious we still ask what are 
his morals ? But if we hear at first that be has honest 
morals, and is a man of natural justice and good temper, 
wo ¡seldom think of tho other question, whether he it 
religious and dey&ut l—.¡Shaftesbury. j
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N ATION AL SECULAR SOCIETY.
President, G. W . F O O IE .

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.
SecuIiABIsm teaches that conduct should be based on reason 
and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guidance of 
interference ; it excludes supernatural hopes and fears ; it 
regards happiness as man’s proper aim, and utility as his 
moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible through 
Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; and therefore 
seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal freedom of 
thought, action and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by reason 
as superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and assails 
it as the historic enemy of progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalise 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labor ; to extend 
material well-being ; and to realise the self-government of 
the people.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing the following 

declaration :—•
“  I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I pledge 

myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in promoting 
its objects.”

Name ..................................... ....................................................

Address ...........................i..........................................................

Occupation ................ ..............................................................
Active or P assive .....................................................................

Dated this.......................... day o f .......................18

This Declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription; and, on admission of the member, a 
certificate will be issued by the Executive.

Tho minimum subscription for individual members is one 
shilling per year; all beyond that amount is optional, every 
member being left to fix his subscription according to his 
means and interest in the cause.

Members are classed as active or passive. Passive members 
are those who cannot allow their names to be published. 
Active members are those who do not object to the publica
tion of their names, and are ready to co-operate openly in 
the Society’s work.

<8T Fill up the above form  and forw ard it, ivith sub
scription ( as much, or as little, as you think just to

SUNDAY M EETINGS.

[Notice» 0/  Lecture*, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, snd 
be marked “  Lecture Notice,’ ’ if not sent on post-card.']

Secretaries may send in a month’s list of lectures in advance.
LONDON.

Battersea Secular Hall (back of Battersea Park Station): 7.30, 
C. James, “ Christianity the Foe of Liberty and Progress”  (2d. 
and 4d.); 9.15, social gathering. Tuesday at 8, dancing. Wednes
day at 8, dramatic class. Thursday at 8 committee meeting.

Bethnal Green—Libra Hall, 78 Libra-road, Roman-road: 11.30, 
debating class; 7 30, H. Snell will lecture (free). Monday at 9, 
C. Cohen’s science class (physical geography). Wednesday at 9, 
C. Cohen’s class on “  Spencer’s Ethics.”  Thursday at 8 30, debate, 
"  Revolution or Reform—which ?”  opened by Dr. Creaghe (free). 
Saturday at 8.30, free concert and dance.

Camberwell—61 New Church-road, S.E.: 11, debating class, 
R. N. McDougall (L.P.D.L.), “  Laisses Faire Vindicated 7.30, 
15. Hyatt, “ The Holy Ghost and the Blessed Trinity” ; preceded 
by a dramatic study of “ Gabriel Grub.”

East London Ethical Society, Assembly Rooms, Cottage-grove 
(near Grove-road), Mile End-road : 7, Corrie Grant, “ Morality in 
Politics”  (free).

Edmonton—North Middlesex Hall, Fore-street: 6.30, music; 7, 
a lecture.

Hall of Science, 142 Old-street, E.C.: 11.15, G. W . Foote, 
“ General Booth as a Social Savior”  (free); 6.30, musical selec
tions; 7, G. W. Foote, “ The Birthday of God ”  (3d., 6d., and is.) 
Wednesday at 8.15, A. B. Moss, “  The Dark Side of Christi. 
anity ”  (free).

Hammersmith—Hammersmith Club, 1 The Grove: Thursday 
at 8, C. Cohen, “  Evolution v. Special Creation.”

Islington—Wellington Hall (minor), Almeida-street, Upper, 
street: 7, J. Rowney, “ The Resurrection of Jesus” (free). A 
business meeting at Milner Lodge, Waterloo-terrace, Upper-street, 
at 3 30.

Milton Hall, Hawley-crescent, Kentish Town-road, N .W .: 7.30, 
Joseph Hyder (I.N.L.), “  Land as a National Trust.” Monday at
8.30, social meeting for members and friends in the lower hall. 

Notting Hill Gate—“ Duke of York,” Kensington-place, Silver.
street; 7.30, adjourned meeting of West London Branch.

Progressive Association, Penton Hall, 81 Pentonville-road: 7, 
W. S. Manning, “  Fruits and Nuts, the Perfect diet ”  (free); pre
ceded by vocal and instrumental music.

Walthamstow— Workmen’s Hall, High-street; Thursday at 8, 
C. J. Hunt, “  Christ: God, Man, or Myth ? ”  (free).

Open-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park-gates: 11.15, G. Easton, “  What must I do to be 

Baved ?”
Hyde Park (near Marble-arch): 11.30, Mr. St. John, “ Free 

Will aud Necessity.”
COUNTRY.

Aberdeen—Oddfellows’ Hall Buildings (Hall No. 4, upstairs):
6.30, W. N. Allan, “  The Rise and Progress of Rationalism ”  (free). 

Birmingham—Baskerville Hall, Crescent, Cambridge-street:
Charles Watts, 11, “  Thoughts on Christmas”  ; 7, “ The Doom of 
Christian England—a Reply to the Bishop of Worcester and the 
Rev. U. F. l ’ egg.”

Blackburn—Spinners’ Institute, St, Feter-street: 3, a business 
meeting.

Bristol — Shepherd’s Hall, Old Market-street: 2.30, debate, 
“ The Irish Problem,”  opened by J. White.

Chatham—Secular llall, Queen’s-road, New Brampton: A. B, 
Moss, 1 1 , “  Here and Hereafter”  j 7, “ The Doom of the Gods” ; 
Sunday-school for children at 2.45.

Glasgow—Ex-Mission Hall, 110 Brunswick-street: James Pre
looker, 11.30, “ The Comparative Position of Women in Christi. 
anity” ; 2.30, “ Sects and Nonconformity in Russia” ; 6.30, 
“ Russia in the Clutches of Autocracy.”

Hanley—Temperance Hall, New-street : Dr. T. R, Allinson, 11, 
“  Health and How to Keep it ” ; 7, «  Temperance: Irom a Doctor’s 
Standpoint.”

Hull—St. George’s Hall, 8 Albion-street; 7, W. Anyan, « Den. 
fensia non Provocatio.”

Leeds—Crampion’s Temperance Hotel, Briggate: 7, Mr. Fisher, 
“  Theosophy—a Reply to Mrs. Besant.”

Liverpool — Oddfellows’ Hall, at. Anne-street: 11 Tontine 
Society; 7, Mr. Small, B.Sc., “  Has Man a Soul ?—a Reply to the 
Rev. Mr. Howard.” Dee. 20, Tontine divide.

Manchester N.B.S., Secular Hall, Kusholme-road, Oxford-road, 
All Saints’ : James Hooper, 3, “ God’s Favorites, Past and Pre
sent" ; 6.30, «  The Story of the Life, Birth, and Death of Christ.”  
Dec. 20, T. Griffiths will recite The Merchant i f  Venice.

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Eldon Hall, 2 Clayton-street: 3, monthly 
meeting of members; 7, G. Selkirk, “ Morality and the Super, 
natural.”

Nottingham — Secular Hall, Beck-street: 7, A. R. Atkey, 
“  Fallacies of Socialism.”

Plymouth— 100 Union-street: 7, a meeting.
Portsmouth — Wellington Hall, Wellington-street, Southsea: 

3, mutual improvement class; C, committee meeting; 7, Mr. 
Frcake, “  Religious Intolerance.”

Sheflield—Hall of Science, Rockingham-street: J. M. Robertson, 
11, “ The Meaning of Atheism” ; 3, «  What Connection has Christ 
with Christmas 7, “  What has Christianity Done ?”

South Shields —Thornton’s Variety Theatre : 11, Stanley Jones, 
“ The Cooling of H ell” ; 3 and 7, debate between Stanley Jones 
and Robert Urice on “  Is there a Future Life ? ’

Wolverhampton—Athenaeum Assembly Room, Queen-street: 
3, music and recitals; 7,15, W. F. Carter, “ Good and Evil Points 
of Socialism."

yourself and the cause), to Mr. Robert Fordcr, see., 28 
Stonecutter Street, London, E .C .; or to a local Branch 
Secretary.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

A  hairdresser hopes to flourish in this world, and in that 
world that is to comb.

“  Is your husband addicted to the use of alcoholic stimu
lants ? ”  asked the new parson of Mrs. Jerker. “ Not he,”  
was the response. “  In fact, he’s only got one failing, and 
that is drinking.”

Rev. Spouter’s Little Boy : “  Oh, ma, what is in that pretty 
box pa brought home last night ?”  Mrs. Spouter : “  That is 
his new microscope, dear.”  Rev. S. L. B . : “  And will he be 
able to magnify the Lord with it ?”

He— “ Did it ever occur to you how difficult it must have 
been for Solomon to propose to a thousand maidens ? ”  
She— “  Yes ; but not half so difficult as some of the men of 
the present day find it to propose to one.”

It would seem that they who lead 
Christian lives should win tho meed 

Of all Christians’ approbation ; but one shivers 
To reflect that, after all,
’Tis the heathen cannibal 

Who appreciates most keenly Christian livers.
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LECTU RERS’ ENGAGEMENTS.
T ouzeau Parris, Clare Lodge, 32 Upper Mall, Hammersmith, 

London, W.—Jan. 8, Camberwell; 19, Hammersmith; 29, Hall of 
Science. Feb. 16, Hammersmith.

H. Snell, 6 Monk-street, Woolwich.—Dec. 18, Libra Hall.
A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, Eotherhithe, London, S:E. 

—Dec. 18, New Brompton; 21, Hall of Science. Jan. 1, Camber
well.

0. J. H unt, 48 Fordingley.road, St. Peter’s Park, London, W .— i 
Dec. 22, Walthamstow. Jan. 1, m., Battersea.

C. Cohen, 154 Cannon-street-road, Commercial-road, F.—Dec. ? 
18, Edmonton.

S. H. A lison, 52 Vassall-road, Brixton, S.W.—Jan. 1, Chatham; \ 
29, Camberwell.

Stanley J ones, 28 Stonecutter-street,, London, E.C.—Dec. 18, 
South Shields; 21, Sunderland 25, 26, 27, Edinburgh; 29, Leyton, 
London. Jan. 1, Aberdeen; 8, 9, 10, Glasgow. Feb. 19, Manches
ter. March 5, Sheffield ; 12, Hull.

J. Gkeeyz-F ishkr, 78 Harrogate-road, Leeds.—Dec. 18, Leeds. 
Jan. 15, Shipley.

A New and Interesting Paper, which should be 

read by everybody, sent post free on receipt 
of post card, with name and address.

ANOTHER MARVELLOUS BARGAIN, 
SCARBORO MACKINTOSH 

Fop 20s.
Send length, chest and waist measure, with particulars of 

color you prefer, and I will send you the greatest bargain 
you ever saw in a mackintosh.

J. W. GOTT, Bradford.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
B iule Morality : Its Teachings Shown to be Contradictory and 

Defective as an Ethical Code.
A mass of most damaging facts, compiled in a graphic and interesting 

style. Admirably suited for wide circulation. Just out. Third and 
revised edition, price 3d.
Secularism : D estructive and Constructive. 24pp., 3 I.
T he T eachings of Secularism Compared with Orthodox Chris, 

tianity. 96pp., Is.
Secularism: Is it F ounded on R eason, and is it S ufficient 

to Meet the Needs of Mankind ?
Debate between the Editor of the Halifax “  Evening Mail ” and Charles 

Watts. With Prefatory Letters by George Jacob Holyoake and Colonel 
Ingersoll and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardner. 60 pp Is.
T he Superstition of the Christian Sunday; A P ita for Liberty 

and Justice. 24pp., 3d.
E volution and Special Creation. 24pp., 3d.
T he Glory of U nbelief. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged.

24pp., 3d. b
T heolooical Presumption : An Open Letter to the Rev. Dr. E. F. 

Burns, of Halifax, N.S.
In this letter the following subjects are dealt with—1. Why do the 

Clergy Avoid Debate ? 2. The position of Agnosticism Towards
Christianity. 3. Freethought and Men of Science. 4. The Difference 
between tacts and Opinions. 5. Christ and Heroism. 6. Christianity 
and Slavery. 16 pp. 2d.
S aints and Sinners—W hich ? 24 pp., 3d.
Christianity : its Oriqin, N ature, and I nfluence. 32pp., 4d. 
Science and the B ible : Wherein they Differ. 32 pp., 4d. 
N ature and the S upernatural; or, Belief and Knowledge. 

24 pp., 3d.
A onosticism and Christian T heism ; Which is the More Reason- 

able ? 24 pp., 3d.
Christianity: D efective and U nnecessary. By Kate Eunice 

Watts. 24 pp., 3d.
Contents.—1. Why is Christianity Believed ? 2. “ Our Father which 

art in Heaven.” 3. The Fall and the Atonement. 4. The Basis and 
Mankind ° f 0rthodox Cbr‘stianity. 6. Christianity Not a Necessity to
A  R eply to F ather L ambert’ s “ Tactics of I nfidels.”  6d. 
A theism and the Horrors op the F rench R evolution. 24 pp., 3d. 

London: Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.;
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O,

FREETHOUGHT WORKS.
G. V,'. FOOTE &  W. P. BALL

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring
Christians. Complete, paper covers ... ... 1 4

Superior Edition, on superjins paper, hound in cloth 2 0 
Sold also in separate Parts as follows—

1. Bible Contradictions. The Contradictions are printed
in parallel columns ... ... ... ... 0 4

2. Bible Absurdities. All tho chief Absurdities from
Genesis to liovelation, conveniently and strikingly 
arranged, with appropriate headlines, giving the 
point of each absurdity in a sentence ... ... 0 4

3. Bible Atrocities. Containing all tho godly wicked
ness from Genesis to Revelation. Each infamy has 
a separate headline for easy reference ... ... 0 4

4. Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities,
Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies ... 0 4

G. W. FOOTE &  J. ill. WHEELER
The Jewish Life o f Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth 

Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With 
an Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes ... 0 6

Superior Edition, on superfine paper, hound in cloth 1 0 
Crimes o f Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 21Gpp. 

Hundreds of exact Iteforeuces to Standard Autho
rities. No pains spared to make it a complete, 
trustworthy, final, unanswerable Indictment of 
Christianity ... ... ... ... ... 2 6

H I M ,  DAVID
The M ortality o f the Soul. With an Introduction by 

G. W. Foote. This essay was first published after 
llumo’s death. It is not included in the ordinary 
editions of tho Essays. Prof. Huxley calls it “  A 
remarkablo essay ”  and “  a rnodol of clear and 
vigorous statement ” ... ... ... ... 0 2

Liberty and Necessity. An argument against Free
Will and in favor of Moral Causation ... ... 0 4

NEWMAN, CHARLES ROBERT
(Atheist Brother of Cardinal Newman.)

Essays in Rationalism. With Preface by George Jacob
Holyoako and Biographical Sketch by J. M. Wheeler 1 fl

PAINE, THOMAS
The Age of Reason. Now edition, with Preface by

G. W. Fooxn ... ... ... .. ... 1 0
Miscellaneous Theological W orks... ... ... l 0

Complete Theological Works, hound in cloth ... 2 0
Rights o f Man. With a Political Biography by J. M.

Wheeler. Paper covors ... ... ... 1 0
Bound in cloth ... ... ... ... 2 0

SHELLEY
A Refutation of Deism. In a Dialogue. With an

Introduction by G. W. Foote ... ... ... 0 4

THOMSON, JAMES (B.V.)
Satires and Profanities. Now edition ... ... l o

Contents :—Tho Story of a Famous Old Jewish 
Firm (Johovah.Son & Co.)—Tho Dovil in tboOhurcli 
o f England— Religion in tho Rocky Mountains—  
Christmas Evo in tho Uppor Circles— A Commission 
of Inquiry on Royalty— a  Bible Lesson on Monarchy 
— Tho One Thing Needful.

WHEELER, J. M.
Biographical Dictionary o f Freethinkers of all Ages

and Nations. Handsomely bound in cloth ... 7 0
Letters from Heaven ... ... ... ... o l
Letters from Hell ... ... ... ... o l

BENTHAM, JEREMY
The Church o f England Catechism Examined. A

trenchant analysis, in Bontham’s host manner, show
ing how tho Oatochism is calculated to make chil
dren hypocrites or fools, if not worse. Sir Samuel 
Romilly was of opinion that the work would bo 
prosecuted for blasphomy, though it oscapod that 
fate in consoquonco of the writer’s eminence. With 
a Biographical Prefsco by J. M. Wheelor ... ... 1 0

Ucilitarwiistn ... ..- ... ... ... 0 "

INGERSOLLISM
DEFENDED AGAINST ARCHDEACON FARRAR

By G. W. FOOTE.
Price Twopence. Price Twopence.
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CHARMING P R ES EN TS FOR C H R IS T  M A ST IDE.HIBBOTT’S PURE WELSH CONFECTIONERY,
In  Fancy SatcJicts, of really delicious Mint Rock, Pine Apple Rock, Butter and Honey Toffee, or 

Congress Mixtures. Only 3d. and Gd. each. Assorted if desired.
Four 3d. Satchets or two Gd. sent Post Free, Is. Send Postal Order at Onco.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
JOHN W. H IB B O TT , Manufacturing Confectioner, Newtown, N. Wales.

NO W  B E A D Y .

LIFE, DEATH, AND IMMORTALITY
TWO ESSAYS, AN EXTRACT, AND A SONNET.

BY
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

PRICE TW O P EN C E . PRICE TW OPENCE.

TH E  NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY’S ALMANACKFOE 1893.
P rice Gd. P rice 6d .

Stamps, Telegrams, Etc.
The Cabinet 
The Calendar for 1893 
The Past Year, by G. W. Foote 
The Seven Rules of Controversy, by G. J. Holyoake 
Emma Martin, by J. M. Wheeler 
Some Recollections of Earlier Days, by Charles 

Watts
Responsibility, by W. P. Ball

T H E  B E S T  Y E T  I S S U E D .
ODDER IM M E D IA T E L Y  OF YOUR N E W S A G E N T .

C O N T E N T S  :
Loving God, by W. Heaford | Members of the Council
Stray Memories of Certain “ Defenders of the j Rules, Principles and Objects 

Faith,” by George Standring i List of Branches
Science and Superstition, by A. B. Moss j Freethought Lecturers
Slavery and the S.P.G., by Sam Standring Portraits of Organisation Committee
1793, and the Feasts of Reason, by J. M. Wheeler j American and other Societies 
Ernest Renan on Death and Beyond i Foreign Freethought Societies
The Right to Affirm, by Chas. Bradlaugh ■ Secular Burials
List of Officers of the Rational Secular Society I

COMIC SERMONS AND OTHER FANTASIAS
B y G . W. F O O T E .

Contents:—A Sormon on Summer; A Mad Sermon; A  Sermon on Sin; A Bislop in the Workhouse; A 
Christmas Sermon; Christmas Eve in Heaven; Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary; The Judge and the 

E v Devil; Satan and Michael; The First Christmas; Adam’s Breeches; The Fall of Eve; Joshua at 
Jericho; A Baby God; Sermon on Judas Iscariot.

________________ ______________________ PRICE EIG H T P E N C E ._____ ___ _____ ________ _____________

LIST OF~ BOOKS
SOLD BY

W . H. REYNOLDS, PUBLISHER, NEW CROSS, LONDON, S.E.
And sent through the Post Only.

The Strike o f a Sex; or, Woman on Strike against tho Male 
Sex for lier "  Magna Charter,”  the absolute ownership of lier 
own person. One of the most advanced books ever published : 
intended to revolutionise public opinion on the relation of 
the sexe?. Should be read by every person. Tost free 8d.

Theosophy and the Law of Population. By Annio Bosaut.
Post free 2d.

Sexual Physiology for tho Y oung; or, Scienco in Story. 
By Dr. Foote. 250pp., with one hundred illustrations, bound 
in cloth. Shou d be read by every young person. Post free 
2s 3d.

The Elements o f Social Science. The most complete work 
on sexual matters ever published. Should be read by every 
adult. Bound in cloth, 604 pages. Post free 3s. 3d.

The Radical Remedy in Social Soience ; or Borning Botter 
Babes through Regulating Reproduction by Controlling Con
ception. By Dr. Foote. Post free Is. Id.

Over-Population ; a Lecture delivered for tho Sunday Lecture 
Society, under the title “  The Law of Population : its Mean
ing and Menace.” '5 By John M. Robertson. Post free 2Jd.

Plain Home-Talk, by Edward B. Footo, M.D. ( u .s .a .)  em 
b racin g  m edical com m on  sense. 909pp., w it li 200 illustrations. 
Contents : Tho Oauso, I’rovontion and Curo of Dlsoaso—Tho Food wo 

Eat—Tho Liquids wo Drink—Tho Atmosphoro wo Live in—'Tho Clothes wa 
Wear—Dad Habits of Children and Youth—Dad Habits of Manhood and 
of Womanhood—Sexual Starvation—How to have Healthy Dabies—Privato 
Words to Men—History of Marriage, etc.

The book is carefully and thoughtfully written in plain 
language, easily understood, and with the object of making 
its readers better parents and better citizens through the 
knowledge obtained of themselves and their duty to others. 
No parent should be without this book. Useful for every, 
day reference. Post free 6s,

Dr. Foote’s Handbook o f Health, comprising information of 
the utmost importance to all who wish to enjoy life. 128pp., 
post free Is. Id.

The W ife ’s Handbook : IIow a Woman should order herself 
during Pregnancy, in the Lying-in Room, and after Delivery ; 
with Hints on the Management of the Baby, and on other 
matters of importance necessary to be known by Married 
Women. By Dr. H. A. Allbutt. Post free, 8d.

Early Marriage and Late Parentage. The only solution of 
the Social Problem. By Oxoniensis. Post free 2fd,

Tho Over-Growth o f Population, and its Remedy. An
address to men only, delivered at Lambeth Baths on Tuesday, 
January 15, 1889, by William L int Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc. 
Post free 2d.

The Political Status o f Women- By A. Besant. Post free 3d. 
The Life and W ritings o f T. R. Malthus, by 0. R. Drys- 

dale, M.D. 120 pages, with portrait of Malthus. Should be 
read by every student of social problems. Post free Is. Id. 

Poverty, its Cause and Cure. By M. G. H. Post froo 2d. 
A splendid propagandist tract. Should be widely distribute l 
by Malthusians. Post free 2d.

•Married L ife—Comfort or Misory ? A dialoguo and splendid 
propagandist tract. Should be widely distributed by Mai- 
thusians. Post free 2d.

•Wedded L ife—As it is, and as it should bo. By Mary Sowdon.
Post free 2d.

•Early Marriages and Limited Families. By Dr. Alico
Vickery, Post free 2d.

•What do wo Women W ant? By Jane Humo Clapperton,
Post free 2d.

•The Malthusian Movement—What is it? By Geo. Stand
ring. Post free 2d,

•Mr. Justice Windeyer on the Population Question. Post
free 2d.

The Right to Die. By T. O. Bonser, M.A. Post free 2d. 
Labor’s Prayer. By 0. Bradlaugli, M.P. Post freo lid .
The Parson’s Idol. Twonty copies, post free, 2x1.
Col. Ingersoll’s Reply to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s

Defence of the Christian Religion. Should be read by every 
person. 32 pages, post free 2d.

Modern Socialism. A thorough exposition of Sciontifio 
Socialism, by Annie Besant. Post freo 7d.

THE MALTHUSIAN. A  Crusade against Povorty. Tho 
monthly organ of the Malthusian League. Post free lid . 

Malthusian Leaflets— A  packet w ill be sent, on receipt of 
postage, to any person who will undertake to distribute them. 

A  complete List of Malthusian Appliance;', with prices, sent on 
receipt of a stamped directed envelope. 0

To those willing to assist oar propaganda I  shall he pleased to 
send eighty copies of either qf>the pamphlet* marked (*), er assorted, 
post free on receipt e f ts ,  --------
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NOW READY.

ERNEST RENAN AND JESUS CHRIST
BY

COL. R. G. INCERSOLL.
PRICE TW O P EN CE. PRICE TW OPENCE.

W. ADAMS &  CO.
W a tc h  M a n u fa c tu re rs , 

207 HIGH S T ., W ES T BROMWICH.
A Ye beg to call attention to three of our leading 

Watches, and we defy competition for quality 
and price.
Cl) STERLING- SILVER GENEVA,

Jewelled in eight holes, in sizes to suit Lady 
or Gentleman, 2os. each. Guaranteed for 
three years.

(2) SILVER ENGLISH LEVER Watch,
jewelled in eight holes, beautifully finished, 
correctly timed, £3 3s. Guaranteed for five 
years.

(3) 'SILVER ENGLISH LEVER,
Centre second, Chronograph Stop Watch, 
jewelled in ten holes, three-quarter plate 
movement, compensation balance, beautifully 
finished, very strong cases, £4 4s. Gua
ranteed for five years.

The above are offered as a speciality, and are 
at least 33 per cent, below the retail price, apd 
will be sent post free to any address on receipt 
of cheque or P.O.O. payable to W. Adams.

W . AD A M S,
207 HIGH ST., WEST BROMWICH. 
HENN, Jeweller and Optician,

DUDLEY. WORCESTEliSHIKE.
Special Offer.—The celebrated Jockey Club Field 

or Opera Glasses, handsomely mounted, with 
leather sling case. The most powerful glasses ever 
offered at the price, only 8s. fid., carriage paid. 
Quotation sent for any article connected with the 
trade. Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, Optics, etc. 
Repairs in all branches. Agent for Waltham and 
Waterbury Watches.
W . B. HENN, WATCHMAKER, Etc., DUDLEY. 

For Indigestion. Liver Complaint A Genera! Debility,

MOORE’S DIGESTIVE PILLS
ARE AN INVALUABLE MEDICINE.

The chief ingredient of which is one of the greatest 
aids to Digestion ever discovered ; they will be found 
to have a marvellons effect if takon as directed and 
proper attention is paid to diet.

They positively assist the digestion of food, stimu
late the liver, and act as an invigorating tonic upon 
the whole system.

The Proprietor honestly recommends the abovo 
remedy to all sufferers Prepared only by

W ILFRID HILL,
The Pharmacy, Coleshill, W arwickshire.

Price Is and 2s. per box ; post free.

Dutch and Other Flowering Bulb3
A T Very Low Prices. Before purchasing for the 

coming season, send for a copy o f my catalogue, 
which will be sent post free. B. L. Coleman, fceed 
and Bulb Merchant, Sandwich.

TH E

EVERY MAN HIS OWN DOCTOR.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. V o l . I. For Postal 

Order fo r  Is. 2d.
It contains Articles o n : Management of Infancy; 

Health; Longevity; The Teeth; Brown Bread; Bread 
Making; Food; Vegetarianism; Tobacco; The Drink 
Question; Fruit; Fresh Air; Exercise; Bathing; 
Sight; Holidays; etc. Also tbe cause and cure of 
Disease; Constipation ; Biliousness; Eczema; Black
heads and Pimpl6« ; Nervousness; Coughs and Colds ; 
Chest Complaints; Deafness; Thread Worms; Long 
Worms: Tape Worms; The Itch; etc.
MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. II. Of the Author, 

fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.
Containing Articles on : The Healing Power of 

Nature; Clothing; Electricity in Disease; Apparent 
Health; Vegetarian Experiments ; The Pig as Human 
Food; Popular Fallacies about Flesh; The Beef Tea 
Delusion; Salt; Saline Starvation; Tea Drinking; 
The Hair and its Management; Bleep and Sleepless
ness; Want of Energy, etc.; Health Hints for 
Workers, for Shop Assistants, and for Servants; 
Advice for the Thin ; for the Stout; and on the 
Proper Treatment of Simple Fever, Measles, Scarlet 
Fever, Whooping Cough, Ringworm, Hypochondria, 
Bloodlessness, Diarrhoea, Ulceralod Legs, Tumours,

MEDICAL ESSAYS. Vol. III. Post free from 
Author, fo r  Postal Order fo r  Is. 2d.

It contains articles on : Health and Wealth; No 
More Death ; Youth; The Necessity for Pure Air, and 
How to Get It; The Management of Young Children; 
Hunger and Appetite; Effects of Fasting* Perfect 
Foods ; Green Foods; Suppers; Unsuspected Domest ic 
Poisons; Thirst; Perspiration; Soa Bathing; etc. 
HOW—to Eat Properly, to Eat Fruit, to Judge 
Wholemeal Bread, to Breath) Properly, to Grow 
Tall, to Keep Warm, I Live, to Live 100 Yonrs, to 
Improve the Memory, and to become Beautiful and 
Attractive. On the Cause and Cure of the following 
Diseases: Stomach Troubles, Flatulence, Sleepiness, 
Varicose Veins, Boils and Carbuncies, Sabaceous 
Tumors or Wens, Hay Fever, Winter Cough, Chil
blains, and on the Diseases Produced by taking 
Mercury.

”  Hygienic Medicine.” —For postal Order for Is. Id. 
An Eye Opener to Drug Takers.

“  Rheumatism.” —Its Cause and Cure. ?ost Free 
for 7d.

“  Diet and Digestion.” —Post Froe for 7 stamps.
“  Consumption ” —Its Natural Cure. Post Free 7d. 
“ Three Pamphlets to Young Mon.” —13 stumps.

All the above can bo got from 
Dr. T . R . ALLINSON, 4 S panish  P lace, 

M anchester Square , London, W.
Please mention this paper.]

W. J. RendelTs 
“ WIFE’S FRIEND.”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in "  Law of Popula. 
tion,” page 32, and Dr. AUbutt in “  Wife’s Hand
book,”  page 61. Made Bololy by J. Pullen, 15 Chad- 
well.stroet, Clerkenwell: 2s. doz.. post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars sond stamped 
envolope. Higgins on’s Syringe, with Vertical AND 
Reverse Current, 8s. Cd.t 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. Dr. 
Palfrey's Powdor, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’ s Quinine Powders, 8s. doz. All prices 
post free.

W. J. Rendell
15 Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.

Near the “  Angel.”

UMBRELLAS.
I have just bought a Large Quantity of the Latest 
and Most Fashionable Handles, which I am making 
up with Fox's Paragon Frames and my own Special 
Cover, which is a Mixture of Silk and Wool, and 
which will wear three times as long as the ordinary 
silk cover.
GENTS’ , any style of handle, solid silver

mountings................................    10 6
Ditto, ditto, natural stick s .................................... 7 0
LADIES’ , any style of handle, solid silver

mountings........................................................io 6
Ditto, ditto, natural sticks.....................................7 0

Every Umbrella is Warranted for 
Twelve Months.

These are Genuine Bargains.
J. W . G O T T , 3 RA D FO R D .

Just Out.
The Right Sort of Fare for Christmas.‘ PERNICIOUS ’ PARODIES.

B y P. H. Eciilin.
One Shilling. Post Free.

Of the Author, New Stone Buildings, G7—09 
Chancery Lane, W.C.

Published by A. Hemingway, 25 Higher Chatham
____________ Street, Manchester.

Everybody should get at once the new work, 
entitled,

CH R ISTIANITY AND EVO LU TIO N '
By ARTHUR B MOSS.

Price ‘2s. Cd. Post Free.
The Freethinker says ; “ This is decidedly the 

best of Mr. Moss’s productions. It is pains
taking, lucid, and on the whole accurate. . . . 
We may confidently recommend Mr. Moss’s new 
volume to the young Free thought student; it 
gives an excellent bird’s-eye view of the case 
against Christian .supernaturalism.”

The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle says; “ The 
work, which is written in vigorous English, 
shows that Mr. Moss has given deep study to the 
subject he discusses.”
Watts and Co, 17 Johnson’s-court; Mr. Forder, 

28 Stonecutter-street.
o U r  s p e c i a l i t i e s .

T H O U S A N D S  O P  T E S T I M O N I A L S .  
Gents’ I rish Cambric H andkerchiefs, 3s. fid. 
ner dozen; Ladies, 2s. 6d. j Hemstitched 
Lawn, 3s. per dozen. Carriage paid. Money 
returned if not approved. Table and Bed 

Linen at Wholesale Prices.
JORDON & CO., Agents for Irish Goods,

21 RLANSHAHD STREET, MANCHESTER.

MR. FOOTE’S PORTRAIT
B y A11EY.

Cabinet Size. One Shilling.
■ Post free, ca-efully packed, la. Id.

FAMILY LIMIT
Is. 6d. per doz., post free.

For farther Particulars send stamped directed 
envelope to

A. MOSS, 36 Upper Park Street,
ISLINGTON, LONDON, N.

OUR
SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST
S h o u l d  be in  the hands of every Married 
Couple in the kingdom, wishing to regulate 
the number of their family according to 
their means, as it contains full particulars 
of all Preventive Requisites recommended 
b y  Dr. M . A . A llbu tt  and other«; and 
valuable information on matters of import, 
ance necessary to be known by Married

QTANTON, tho People's Dentist, 335 Strand (oppo- 
^  site Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 
2s. 6d. each, upper or lower set, £1. Boat quality, 4a. 
each, upper or lower, i;2, completed in four Louis 
whan required, repairing or alterations in two hour*. 
I f  you pay more than tho above they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum 7s. 6 1. each on JHc. 
gold 15s, stouoing 2s. Gel., extraction l.-., painless by 
gas, 5s.

RUBBER STAM PS.
Your Monogram to mark Linen or 
Paper; two letters. Is.; thr*ee 
letters, Is. Gd ; any Name, Is. 6d. 
Box, Pad and Ink included. All 
Kinds of Stamps. Patterns free. 
Carriage 2d. extra. F. N* lit ETON 
and CO., 92 Gracechurch Street, 
London. Agonts wanted.

’TlO MARRIED PEOPLE.—An enlarged Illustrated 
-L List of Malthusian Appliances will be forwarded 
by return of post on receipt of 2d. in stamps.— 
Address, D avies, Chemist, 101 Park-lane, Leeds.

Women.
A copy will be sent, under cover, on receipt 

of stamp, to any part of the United Kingdom, 
a n d  to foreign parts o n  receipt of letter 
postage.
Address—E. LAMBERT & S0N,M .M .L.,

(DOMESTIC &  HYGIENIC DEPT.)
60 Queen’s Road, Dalston, London, N.E.

mo FKEETHINKEBS, Heathen*, and Christian». 
) -L4 —Foreign Stamps Wanted; any quantity; fair 
price given. Large stock for collectors and dealers 
always on hand. “ PhilatoUcal Agency,”  57 Crouch- 

lead.hill, London. N.
lATB. J. L. GOKDHABT, Teacher o f the Violin 
■LTX and Viola (member of Sir Charles Halle’s 
Orchestra), 7 Campbell.grovo, Ackors.street, Man. 
Chester. Terms moderate.

jM PERIAL SIZE. VERY FINE.
TH R E E  SHILLINGS.

Post free, St. id.

Is the Bible Inspired?
A  Criticism, o f “  Lux Mundi ”

B y  G. W. FOOTE.
Beprinted, with large additions, ijom. tha 

“ Freethinker.”
Price l i .  lGpp, small clear type. Price l i .

Marriage and Divorce
A n Aonostic’s V iew.

B y  COL. R. G. INGERSOLL.
Price Twopence.

rp o  FREETHINKERS, Ladies and Gentlemen 
requiring Superior Out Garments at modorate

Bricos. First-class Style and Fit Guaranteed.— 
. H ampton, Artiste Tailor, 14 Great Castle Htreot, W. 

Three doors from Regent Street. [Patronised by 
loading Freethinkers.]________________ _
rn o  LET, at Stratford, a Bed-sitting Room, near to 

railway and tram; suit student or steady young 
man. Mrs. Bowteil, c/o Newsagent, 3 Londcn-street, 
E.O.

Printed and Published by Q, W. Foote, at 
IS Stonecutter-street, London E.C.


